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Die M ereurij, 294 [unij, 1642,
125 this day Ordered by the

Commons now aflembled in
Parviament, That Sic Thomas.
Barringten doe returne thanks to
Doctor Gouge for the great pains he
took in hisSermon thisday preach’ -
at S's e Margarets in Weftminfter at
the intreaty of the CoMmons.
Houfc of Parv1amENT, this be-
ing the day of the publike Faft, and
that he be. defired to Print his Ser-

mon; and that no man prefumeto

printit, butfuch as he (hallappoint,
till the Houfe fhall take further Or-

der. .
H. Elfynge, Cler,Parl,D.Com,

Appoint Iofhua Kirton to Print the .forc-ﬁid P

“Sermon,
Wirriam Goues.
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TOTHE

HONOVRABL E HOVSE

of Commons affembled

in PARLI AMENT,

.-Moft worthy Patriots, - -~ -

RE{ HE Wife-man among his ma-

(TR ny approgved Proverbes, ’°".,3’.,'.§3.,
“bath this choyce one, A 1EK 5y
word {poaken upon his tusa moos

faes. Merg.

6 Lepgd) whecles. (/o runmes theo Quin ot
y == 2y dict debet.Van
T o Originall, or fet upon hiS remparejis.
mcafurcs, tlmt zs, as our Eﬂgl fb 1ot tinfie- Hicr

ly hath eranflated ity fily. fpoken) A word

| ﬁtly fpoken, is like Apples of Gold in pi-
A3 Qures




The Epn&le Dedlcatory. :

éturcs ol filver 5 pretious and pleafane, Pre-
tious, as golden Apples : pleafant as yel-
low Gold curioufly wroughe and artificially wre.
thed in white Silver,

This Proveibe turncd mymindeto thinkel
of fome [eafonable Theame, after notice was
given mey that by your Order, Which to' mee,
is @ Law, 1 was deputed 1o preach before,
Jyour Honourable Affembly,  And 1 thinke 1
bacve bit upon afit Subject, were 1fit and able..
£0 bandle it asit is meet 10 be handled in  fuch an Af=
Jmbly.

Itisthe Patterneof agood Patrioe.

A point pertinens in Generall and Papticu:

X §i inveniun- l
tur exempla ar,

que nos per res In Gcncral] P Pdﬂ‘crﬂﬂ 0?' Example "dgi}'

¢tamdacant

Utamn, fiqu

i ftred andl apprbq?fd in Sacred Seriprure,
ad Celant. /ZMWJ' “

g W hat u‘tbe good qnd geceptable il of God

ipem,qua nos e

riamita pofe g * What in ltke cife others are boynd to doe.

wivere, qui bo.

mmuﬁmm ex ; Tbeatm/zy b@ d(mﬁ b) ﬁ“‘b d’S' Wl” t/JOfOWIy
co quod aliqui Lo by e gy
bominesita  [€b tbcmféhve: tojt, I

;’;‘;’;’Eﬂ{’;‘ . VV/;ar,leenmu' ﬁ) a’one, may be pleaa’ed
ma. Augde  jy gy Immbk—felf denymg mannér beforsGod. .

Xrinl.8,c9. .
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TheEpiftle Dedi‘catory.'

.~ In Particulat'shis Example of Nchemiah
Jhewesys

vy VVbais a good Patriot, .

2 How be ought to bebave bimfelfe:
) - - * Al '
. * V¥ bat difficulties and dangers attend bim. yﬁlﬂfﬁﬂﬁ

4r VVhas oppofition and coneradittion bee és Libiftis

‘like to mees With..
<~y PP harefolusions become him.
L 6w OnWhosi bts confidence s to be placed.
Qur times areinsnany things #os much unlike to
the time wherinNehemiah cameto | erufalem.

Grie'vancesin State.

Corruptions inChurch.

He did as much as in bim lay (and thas indeed
was rverymuich ) forvedreffing of the one, andre:
moving of the other.

His patrerne is 1ot onely an Inltru&ion, 0.
$each whav'is'so be done: or an Incitation fo fhr
up fuch as know whatisto bedone: but alfoalu-
{tification and Approbation of fuch as doe as

he did. :
And they may looke for [uch an end, as Tofe- Mova'xdr xa=

Ad. Kelt Emett] a¥

phust-e[iiﬁes that Nehemiah had, Histeflimo- aia cinoryen-

. . . [ 6 Ng=
wy is this, When Nebeiah had done molt iefiose
l‘]ag_ gy él{?/‘l:gﬁf



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Zombanss . MAgnificently many good things worthy of

By praife, beinganold man he died, and left

behind him the name of a gracious, jult and
bountifull mantowardhisowne Nation,

The Lord encline our great Kings beartto yow,as

he did the beart of Nehemiahs King to him, and

foworke by you, as be didbybim : thas every of

youmay with futh confidence [ay to your God,as be

didtobis, '[hinke on me,my GOD forgood,

according vo all that L have done for this Pco-

ple. Thisis, this (ballbey theprayerof

Your daily Oratour

]

Williem Gouge
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A
"SERMON PREACHED
Before the Honourable Houfe of

CoMmMons, at the celcbration of a
Fast 29, June, 1642.

NEHEM, §.19)
Thinke upon me, my Gody for good, according
toall thag 1bave donefor this people.

%9 Hofe two miotives which en-
)y duced the good Patriot Nebe.
) miahto preferre this Petition
to his God, have enduced
o3 meto choofe it formy Text,
2 to handle it before fo many
; worthy Patriots as are now
met togetherto prefent their
humble fupplications to their God.
The two motives were thefe,
1. The many,gre4t, good things which he had
done for the Church and State.
2. The many, great, defperate dangers which
B he
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o o A Sermon preached at the late Faft ‘

hehad met with, and kaew he fhould further meet

with in profecuting his good beginnings.
Whethertherebe notar this time the like occali-
ons for the reprefentative body of this Kingdome,
as one man, to pray and (ay, Thinkeupon me my God
Jfor good, according 10 all that 1 have dme for this

people, letthe times judge.
i Tothis Texethe morediligentheedis to be gi-
ven, inthat it containeththe [at memorable mat-
ter whicli the Holy Ghoft:faw meet to commend
tolus Churchinthe old Teftamenr, For the for-
mer partofit (wherein the maine fubftance of the
Neht3.31. whole lyeth) isrepeated in the laft claufe of this
Booke, which is the lalt Booke of the old Tefta-
ment.  For allthe Prophefies regiftred in the old
Teltament were before ‘Nebemiabs time : which
thusappearcth. Allbucthéthiree laft were before
the Captiyity of the fewes in Babylon, Two ofthofe
Ezr..t. latt three, Haggat and Zechary witered their Pro-
Higr.t.  phefies about the time thatthe Temple was finifh-
Zech.a. 1, ' 5 ! . .

Ty ed;:in the foura fitlt yeates of Dariue his reigne.
Malachiy i wHalachi-whois the laltof all the Prophets prophe-
Efiras, poft . Cicd anone after the Temple was buile , as is evi-
Aggeun ¢ dent by the maine fcops of his Prophecy : So as
a4l he may well be thought to have uttered his Pro-
phtaverunrfu phefie in the daies of Darisse, or inthat time of Ar-
iearcdenda  gq0erxesteigne, wherein Ezra came firft to Terufa-
b ™ Jem. Tor (Malachi is fuppofed to be Ezrs, and
“Legectem. A- called Malachi, becaufle he was the Lords Meflen-
Iex.Stromd. 1, gtfl'- oE b '
As forthe booke of Hefter, though it be placed
after this of Nehemiak, yetisitan Hiftory of many

years.

Bl s s

o 3

e



beforethe Commons Houfe of Parliament, 3

yeares before: for the things therin recorded were

inthe reigne of Abafbuerus, of whom mention is Beft-*

made, Ez7. 4. 6. He ended his daics fourefcorce

yeares before Nehemiah came to Jerafalom, The

compiler of the bookes of the old Teftament, had

more refpeé to the order of matter then of time in

placing Efler after Nehemiah.  For EXraand Nebe

wmiah are one continted Hiflory, which fets downe

the reftauration of the Jewes after their captivity.

Both were written by Ezra, and of old called

the firft and fecond booke of Efdras ¥ yea by pudHehreos

the Hebrewes they were both brought into one E/fre. N:ent-

Volume. - s
For the forefaid end of fitling the State of the corunmur.Hie-

Jewes there were three folempe commings of three 77 Erd. &

famous perfonsto Ternfalem. ‘Theficlt was of Ze- :ﬁt‘fﬁf.m“ﬂ'

yubbabel, who being a young man laid the founda- = 3- .

tion of the Temple inthe reigne of Cyras, and be-

ing anold man finifhed it ia the reigne of Barine. «-birys

Thefccond wasof Exra, aready Scribe in the Law

of Mofes, whofe comming was * about one hun- i ',;?t'i'd‘c e

dred thirty and three yeares atrer the firft, in the cirue of the

feventh yeare of uArtaxerxes. He cameto irftrtict LS Cyria

the Zewes in the Law of God. The third was of ;i';.’:c(d)::';;a

Nehemiab, thirteene yeares after Egras. The end 70326 b

of his comming was to build up the City of God { ?:':;:fc:;rﬂ:

and the wall thereof, that Gods people might ther- Another Dari-

in more freely obferve Gods Ordinances, and live 7 Anatlug

in fafcty and fecurity from their enemics.  When m'tfﬂ'f}f}';"

he camethither he found many Grievances in the <2ae

State, and corruptions inthe Church. 7Tlhofe here- f‘ff:""""“-'

drefled, thefe he remooved : and withall fetled

B2 the



4 A Sermon preached at the lase Fass

the Sabbaths Sanétification,
e L whcncfhc received his courage to doe
what he did, notwithftanding the ftrongand great
oppolitionsagainft him, it is oftnoted in this bosk,
that his heart was on his God, to whomonall ac.
cafions he preferred hispraycr inthe beginning, pro-
greffcand énd of all.
So fooneas he heard of an occafion of going to
Nehva-&e Jerafslem, he made his prayerto God, It was the
firft thing hedid. Ever and anone was his heart
T Nehzgo Jiftup unto God in the Progrefle.  * Eight parti.
ey cular inftances therof betwixt his firft and laft pray-
-~5.10. cr, are exprefly noted in this Hiftory. This Hi-
Tk, foryisconcluded with the fame prayer that is in
~n, my Text. '
=39 Thus you fee how my Text is inferted in the
midft of this Hiftory, as a Demonftration of the
Support whereon this Patriot refted; and whereby
he was encouraged in his good, great, difficult,dan-
gerous attempts. L.
MayIin this Auditory have leave to give, mieo
wiore & mods, after my ordinary and plaine manner,
the Grammaticall Tnterpretationand Logicall Refo-
lution of the Text, a more ready way will be made
thereby for raifing and profecuting proper Theologi-
¢all Obfervations thercout,
Firft, therefore of the fence.

T The word tranflated, T binke, properly fignifieth
ff:_',' 48 Remember. Soitisin other places tranflated even
=314, bythefe Tranflators, and thar fix timesin this book

o applyed to God.
i Itimporteth two things. _
1. To



before the Commons Houfe of Parliament. 5

e .
————

1. Tokeepeand hold faft in mind and memo-
ry whatis once knowne.  Se itis oppofed to for-
getfulne(le : as where the Law faith, Remember and
Forget not. Deue.g.7.

2. To call againe to mind and memory what was
once knowne, but after forgotien : in which fence
faith Pharaohs Butler, I doc remember my fanlts this Gen.qr.s.
dsy. He had forgotten his faults, his imprifon- --40-23-.
ment, hisdreame, theinterpretation and iffue ther-
of (all which are implyed under this phrale, The

. chicfe Butler did sot Remember Joleph, but forgas
bim) Butby the wifemensignorance of the mea-
ning of Pharachs dreames, hee remembred and
called to mind his faults, and what followed there-
vpon.
pIn thefe tworefpe@sa word derived from this 1172V
root isput for 4 Memoriall : and for Records : by Bxodat 12
which mateers are fo keptand retained, asthey are 1721
not loft or forgotten : and by which if matters be e
«forgorten they may be againe called to mind, as
wMordecass faithfullnefletothe King being forgot-
gen, was by the Kings hearing the Records brought
to his mind.

"This a& of Remembring is in facred Scripture ap-

plycdto God and man.
: To man properly in both the fore. mentioned
acceptions. As the two proofes doe fhew. For
to man it was faid , Remember and forget not : Deug.z.
and he was a man that {aid, I doe remember my Gen-aro.
L fanltsy -
. ' 7" T6 God It is moft properly “applyed in the for-
mcr fignification,  For he cver faft holds in memo-

: _ B3 ry
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Al.19.18,

Ter.q4.21.

lobyz, 7.

--=10,9,

- 1407
=y
See Maryin on
1f2.62 6,

a. 3 +6.
13721790
Mal.z.16.
erlarswalas,

ry and never torgets whar he once knowes : And
knowne unt o God are all his workes frem the beginning of
theworld.

Yea,alfoin the lateer fignification it is oft attri-
buted to God, s where itis(aid, Did not the Lord
remember them ? and came it not into his minde ?
The latter phrafe theweth that the aét of remem-
bring attributed to God in the former claufe, is
ment of calling to mind what was formerly known.
10b oft calleth on God toremember him inthis {ence.
In thisrefpect God is faid to have Remembrancers :
to whom he thus faith, Put we 1# Remembrance :
and to thisend he is faid to have a booke of Remems-
brance. But furely thefe things cannotbe properly
fpoken of God, “They are to be takeu tropreally,
bv way of refemblance, after the manner of man.
When men having forgottenatriend, ncgleGhim,

- doc nothing for him, fuffer hin toavant, tobe op-
preffed, to lyein prifon, or remaine in captivity ,

Gen 30.21.
Exod,2.14.

but being put in mind that he is fuch-and fuch 2
friend, doegood to himand fuccour him, arefad
toremember him: So God (whenafter long fuf-
fering bis children to want fuch and fuchableffing,
or to lye under fuch and fuch.a croffe, hee
beftoweth on them the bleffing which they fo

long waited for or freeth them from the croffe -

under whichthey lay {o long) though he never
forgat them , but knew and faw their want and

preflure, is faid to remember them. . Thushe re-

(3

A o st

membred Ruckel, whohad long wanted a childe: y JZ

and the Jfraelites, who had leng liea under bon-
dage. S

In




= e

T e

beforethe Commons Houfe of Parliament. v

In briefe Nehemiah by this phrafe, Thinke uyon
or Remember, imendeth thae God wonld {o deale
with him, aslic him{clfe might have sflurance and
others evidence, that God did thinke upon whst he
did and well remembier it. -
This Petition he makes, not as doubting of Gods
good-will to him, butas refting on God for fome
evidence thereof. For what belecversexpeé from
God they pray f.r : and whatthey pray for, with
confidence they expect to receive, :
To give further evidence of his fpeciall affiance
on God, he reftraineth this a¢t of Gods good-will .
to himfelfe ip particular, by this claufc, wpon me, *?
and it cartieth this Emphafis, that though the Lord
regarded not them whotcftified no hearty affc@ion
“to himfelf, his houfe or people, yet hewouldthinke -
upon him whofc heart wasfet onall thefe. Thinke
o mit. ‘ &
The nextclaufe, my God, doth yet further fee _ .
outthat his fpeciallaffiance on God. Ay, isanap. ' 2
propriating particle : yetfuch anone as admits o-
“thers that are of like quality. Northis, northe for-
mer particle of [peciality,nor Me,nor My isto beta-
ken exclufively, as ifhe exempted all but himfelfe
from thefe priviledges, for before this, he defireth
God tothink on others like himfelf, thus, 0 Lerd, 1 Nehoaar,
befeech th:;;, let wow thine care be attcntive 1o the sNchy 8,8,
rayer of thy [ervant, and 10 the prayer of thy fer. =614 -
}Zm}:’n wév ieﬁrc 10 feare thy nami. . And though ;’_f;),,,,%
2 fometimes he exprefle the relation betwixt God 31
‘and himfelfein the fingular number, my God, yet | Nht:4:5
B othertimes inthe plurall number, thus, owr Gody “Co ;18,0
) yea



'8 ' A Sermon preached at he lateFa[Z- |

yeaand inthefccond and chird perfons, thus, your

N9 e God, 4bis God, < their God. .

e N:havgs.  Heufeth the fieft perfon and fingular number (my
God) toteftifiethe tull aflurance he had of his own
intereft in God. Ha ufeth other perfons and the
plurallnumber (Hés God, Our God, Tour God,Their
God ) to intimate the ftrong perfwafion he had of

others like intereftin God.  The former is judies. .~

wm certitudinis, an aflured knowledge : the latrer
judicium charitatss, acharitablebelief. That thefe
two may ftand together is evideat by thefe phrafes
joyned together,f Thy God [hallbe y God : & I afecend

[Ruth1.16. 10 my God and your God.
¢loh2o.17. . By the way take notice, that the mention which
. I made of the fingulae number, hathrefpect to the
»'ox tranflation, rather thentothe originall, efpecially
Deiflis decem in the title G 0 D.  Forthe Hebrew word is one

nominibus tege of thofe ten titles which in facred Sacred Scriptare -

;ii:crrc-c -ﬁr'ﬂ 4 are as names attributed to God 3 and it isof the plu-

Scealfothe  rall number. Asallthe othertitles have their figni-
C""{;“"’E“"‘T fications and myfteries, fo this. It importeth a
?:f,,?;caf:,f plurality of perfons : yet fo as in conftruction it in-
™2 rimateth an unity,-an unity in nature, the unity of
TN the Deity. Tor it is joyned with a verbe of the fin.
Verbatim Dij  gular number : as in the firft fentence of the Bi-
Gen 1.1 ble, which in other languages may imply fome
" Grammaticall incongruity 3 but it exprefletha true
Orthodox, Theologicall Myftery : which God

from the beginning would have to be knowne for

his owne glory and Churches good. For(even our

encmies, worfhippers of falfe gods being Judges)

our God is fucha God, as no other God could e-

ver



beforeshe Commons Houfe of Parliament,

ver be imagined like unto hims  Many of Gods
incommunicable propetties and workes have
(though moft unjuftly ‘and falfly) beene attribu-
ted to falfe gods, as b eternity, ¥ omnipotency,
k creation ot Heaven and Earth, ! divine provi-
dence, and otherthe like.  But it never came into
the mind of any Idolater to imagine his God to be
threeinone. The Zripity in Vaity is amyflery of
myfteries, mitking much to the bonourof him that
is knowneand believedto be fuch a God.

By italfo we know and beleeve thar the Spirit
which proceedeth from the Fatherandthe Sox) and
helpeth ourinfirmities, enableth us to doe the will

of God and eftablifheth us againft all affaults, is

true God : and that the Sonve of God, the only
begotten of the Father, the cAtediatonr berwixt
God and man, istrue God : and that the Father
to whom we have accefle forall needfull blefling,
is true God. Thus we have not many gods for
many purpofes ; but one God for allturnes. One
to enable us to goc to the throne of grace : One to

&) Pater, ¢ bo-
mintn,divemg,
a'erna poreyd as
Vg &Eneid,
0.
i Teq omnipos
rens Neptune te
00, G ¢ Tufce
14
k QuidMet L 1.
! ovisnuty &
" arbitrio cx v,
terrd, mariig
reguntur Gi-de
Fn.

mediate for us there : One to accepr us there, '

all one God. Is not this a comfortable my-
fteric?

But this by the way.

That for which he defireth his God 10 thinke rp-
on bim, is for goed. The Hebrew word propetly
fignificth goodnefie, and is fo traoflured in fun-
dry places, oft in the Pfalmes and Prophets.
Some therefore here take it for a property in
God,and the caufe or ground of his faith and hope,
and of all blefling : asif he had thus exprefled it

¢ T hinke

it
2 Sam.7 28,
« K 8,66,
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10
Thinke on me for thy goodseffe fake. This is in it
felfeagood fence, andan{ierable to this of Da-
Safs wid, Remember thon me for thy goodwf!‘e fake ¢ Lord,

» - .
éigayally.
In bonum,

In bonum omni=
um qu.e feci.

n.}nr_\'
‘Diﬂingni t mce
diam fententi-
an, rtfpm-
det colon,

Secundum om»
nia,

Pl.62.12.
AEya

Butin my Text the particle of relation to God,
(7hy) isnot expreft, and the prepofition l7,expn:{'.
fed, admits not that fence. Therefore the LXX,
Grecke Interpreters, the ancient Latine and fundry
other tranflate it as our Englifh, for good: in like

manner isthis very word with this prepofition tur-

ned (Gen.§0.20.) anto good. Thus it {ets downe:

the end why he would have God to thinke on him,
namély, fomegood, benefit, bleffing to himfelfe.
That this is here intended, is further evident by
that which followes, ascording 10 all that I have
done, &c.

Looke upon your books and-yee will finde this
word,according inanother chara&er, which fhew-
cththat itis notin the Qriginall, asindeeditis not,
Some therefore joyne thele two words, good, all,
together, thus, for good of all that Ihave done. This
expofition might well ftand, but that there is an

accent or paufe annexedto the former word, which

diftinguifheth fentences,or at leaft the partsof a fen-
tence. Something therefore muft be underftood
to make up the fatter part of this fentence : and fure-
ly our Englifl hath hituponthe fizteft fupplement,

astheancient Latin, and fundry other languages:

The panticle (according) herc fupplied, is oft on
like occafions exprefled, as where the Pfalmift (aith

to God, Thou rendereft toeveryman according to his .

workes. By this fupplement no merit, but the kind
or quality, and meafure or quantity of reward is
inten-

W S B g



before the Commons Houfe of Parliament. 1

intended. In regard of the kinde, whatfocver a man G,1.6.4,s.
foweth, that [ball be alfo reape. He that foweth
‘wheat fhall reape wheat : he that foweth tares {hall
yeape tates : He that foweth to bis flefh, fhall of the
_ﬂ_eﬁ: reape corruption : but he that foweth to the fpi-
vity oall of the [pirit reape life cverlafling, Inregard , co0 o6
of the meafure, Hewhich foweth bountifully [hallreap i
beantifully.
Thercfore he addsthe next generall particle 44, b2
for All comprifeth many things underit, and exclu-
deth notany atall, ctn
That which he pleads of his owne doing in this
phrale (that I kave done) isnot to be taken-in refe- *N'FY™ LR
rence to hisowne ability in and of him{elf : but to
_the manifeftation of the power of Gods Spirit in
him, which God himfelfe thus exprefleth, Nor ¢
by might wor by power, but bymy [pirtt, and Saint a0 A
Paulthus, I have laboured more abundantly then they
all : yet not I, but the grace of God which. ywas
with me. - :
.~ For furthet amplification of what he did, heads
the petfons in whole behalfe he did all that he did,
for this people. He meanes hereby the Iewes, a-
‘raong whom he then was, and thereupon as poin-
ting atthemn, he ufetha double demonttrative par-
ticle, asifto the full it had bin thus exprefled, for yyumay
this people, eventhis. Wellmight hefer this eme o ™
phafis upon that people, becaufe atthattime they =~
- were the only Chutch of God, a peculiar treafure g, 140
- unto him above all people, '
Thus have you the plaine me.ming ofthe Text.
The fumme of allin two words is,
C2 Sairits
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Saints Suppar;
Whichisinpneward G0 D. |
“This Support af Saints is fet downe in 'formc ofa
Petition.
Thereinis cxprcﬂ.‘cd,
1. ‘The Perfon petitioned,
2. The Point-prayed.: e
The Perfonis {et out,
1. By hisgencralltitle,G 0 D,
2. By his fpeciall relation, M 7,
In the Point prayed for,ye may obferve,
1. The.Knd ofit
2. The End § g
The Rinde points at,
1. An A& defired oFGod THI, NJ( P oN
- 2. The {peciall 0bject thereof, M E .
The Endis,
- 1. Generally propounded, F ORGooO D.
2. Particularly.amplified. o ~
Inthe amplification are dlﬂm&ly ferdowne.
1. TheGround, THAT I HAVE DONE,
. The Rule, ACCORDING To,
3 The Extent, AL L,
4. The Reffraent or Limitation, FOR THIS
USEIORAL ES
Thinke upon me, my God, feor good, accordmg to
allthat 1 have done for this People.
The Oblervations hence arifing are thefe, ;
1. GO D is the Support of Saints. This Saint by
directing this his Pctmon to God, gives lnﬂancc
herrof.
I1. The LORD u apeculiar GOD 1o 4 .Be[{e.
VEre
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-wer, This appropriating particle, M 7, being ur-
teredby a beleever in reterence to ‘God,evinceth
as much. .

111, G 0 D hath Remembyaneers. Fle that faid o
‘God, thinke upon ot remember was fuch an one.

1V. G 0oDS mind is foonest drawne to his owre,
‘He that could fay, my God, was one of Gods owne
and thereupon was perfwaded to, fay to his God,
thinke upon M E, in confidence that God would
foon fo doe.

V. Prayer may be made fir ones owne good, This
phrafefar ¢ood, intends as much.

V L. Workes may be pleaded b: fore G 0 D. o doth
hethat in'hisprayerto God thus pleads, t24¢ 1 have

“dosse.

V1. Mans workes are the rule of Gods yeward,
This-is implied by the word fitly fupplyed, ac-

+ wording.

VA11. Every thing well dene (ball be vewarded,
This generall particle _g/, extends toevery good
work,and intends fuch anextent of reward.

1X. Gosd done to GO DS pesple is mofl aceepta.
ble. 'Thus much is manifefted , as by the expre(fion
ot this. peaple, (o by the emphafis added thereto,this

eople, even this.

Thefe are the principall intendments of this
Text, :

That ye may thebetter difcernethe true and julk
ground of all thefe points,and efpecially of this Pa-
triots confidence, whetebv hewas enboldened to

ut his God in mind, to thinke on him fir gosd ac-
cording to all thas he had done for bis people. 1 fup-
3 C3 pofe
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pofe it will not be impertinent, nor yet unprofira-
bleto give you a briefe view of fuch particular aéts
doneby him, as are in thisbooke diftin&!y fpecifi-
ed fromthe beginning to my Text. Hercby yee
may have a pertinent pateerne for Jullification of
what ye have done, and direction for what remains
yettobedone : and withall ye may fee in whae
courfes and caufes yee may with confidence de-
pend onyour God and fay, Thinke on us onr God
for good, according to all that we have done for
this people. '

1. The firft particular noted of him is an
inquifirive difpofition afterthe State of the Church,
how itfared with her.  So foone as he heard thae
Hanani and others were come from Iudah, he asked
them concerning the Iewes, and concerning Jerufa-
lem. He himfelfe was in a fafe and fecure place:
He had the favour of the greateft Monarch then
on Earth: yet he thought not that enough : hee
muft know how the Church doth. By this en-
quiry he came to know what otherwile, it may
be, he fhiould never have knowne : and then the
Church might have wanted all that good which
he did for it. What eye fees not or eare heares
not, heart rues not. Naturall men are in a2 moft
woefull plight : But becaufe they know no-
thing of it, they are no whit mooved with

_it, nor care to fecke any redrefle for it.. Ma-

ny doc nothing for the Church, becaulethey know
nothing of the Church. Be we therefore inqui-

fitive afterit. v
2. That which he heard of the Churches dil=
‘ trefle :
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erefle wrought much compaffion in him: For heNeht.s.
Jatedown and wept, and mourned certain dayes.  By-

this fympathy be {hewes bimfelf atiue memberof

the Church. 1f one member [uffcr, all the members | ¢y 1406
fuffer with i1, This cannot but befeem the beft, .
For of God him(elf it is thus Juid, 74 foul was grie- Tul.roas,
ved for the afflittics of Ifracl.  1n fuch cales huw bow- 1:1:::.' ’
ells ave faid to found : and bus beart vobetwrned with-
inhim. Aitthou Lord foaffected, and afflicted at
- out mifery, and we no whit moved with our own

or others diftrefles 2 #oe, faith the Prophet, woe 1o Amo.6.1, &<
thews shat are at eafe,&c. that firetch themfelvs upon

their couches, and eate the Lambs out of the flock : that

chant to the found of the wioll : that drink wine in

bowles and annoins themfelvs with the chief sintments :

but they are not grieved for the affliciion of Jofeph.

What good can be expeted from fuch fencelefle
difpofitions? That compaffion which was wrought

in this Patrior, fethim onwork,to do allthat good

which he did for the Church. Let thes mind be in yon,

which was alfein bin.

3. Before he attempts any thing, he goes to

God. Frft to God, thento the King. I prayed,

faith he, before the God of Heaven, This madeall N4
that he did fo fucceflefull asit was. Sanl, though

an hypocrite,could make this apology for his over-

hafty (acrifice, The Philittines will come down now sy yzas.
upon me 10 Gilgal, and 1 }ave not made fupplicationto o
my God. The very Heathen did ufe to begin all + Tove priviz
with their God. Should not we Chiiftians fo doc 7™

with our God ¢ 1 am confident ye fo doe: and
thercupon with confidence I may {ay, Go on, and

profper. 4. He
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“c..
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19,23,14,30
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4. He added one kind of prayer to'another : to
his daily,ordinary prayess, he added extraordinary,
The phrafe of praying day and night, implies his
conftant morning and evening prayer, wherein he
was ever mindfullofthe childrenof Ifrael. His fa- -
Hing wasan evidence of extraordinary prayer. This

particle, now, or this day, prefixed before day and

night, fheweth that in this day of extraordinary

prayct helped by fatting, he omitted not his ordi-

nary morning and evening devotion. Thusmuch™
was prefigured in the Law. For every day one -
Lamb was to be off red #n the morning, and another
.at ¢ven : on their fealt dayes they had other fo.
lemn facrifices enjoyned, yet fo as with thofe ex-
traordinary facrifices they joyned their daily mor- -
ning and evening burnt offering. Inthe 28.and 29,

Chapters of Numbers, where chofe extraordinary
facrifices on their feverall dayes are exprefly fet

16,19,22,05, down, this provifo ( befide the continnall burnt sffe.

28,31.34,38.

Mat.g7.21.

ring ) is filicentimes repeated. Ordinary andex-
traordinary prayer joyned together, will adde life
and power cach toother. Ordinary morning pray-
ermay prove to be agood preparation tothe ex-
traordinary ordinance : and the evening ordinary
prayer a means of calling our failings in the extra-
ordinary tomind, ofcraving and obraining pardon
for the [ame, and procuring ablefling in all. As for
cxtraordinary prayer quickned with fafting, it was
‘ never performed (ifatleaft it were rightly peifor-
med ) without fome more then erdinary blefling,
That Divell, which cannot otherwife be caft out,
may be caft ous by prayer and fafling. What therefore
- God
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God bath joyned together, let voman put afundek,
I might here diftinctly fec out the particular
branches of his powerfull prayer, as,
. 1, His folemn preamble, whereby hefheweth Neh.r.s.
how his mind was fofixed on Gods greatnefleand
F‘Q?M% as it had wrought a mixture of feare and
aich. -
2. His humble confeflion of finne: of his own  --6.
fins, ofthe (ins of his fathers houfe, yea and of the
whole houfc of 7frael. ‘This, penitently done, is Efj e
the ready way for obtaining mercy and pardon. s
3. His preffing Gods own promife, whereby he Neb-t-8.0-
teft.fieth on what ground his faith was founded.
4. His pleading that fpeciall relation which was
betwixt God and them for whom he prayed, thus, .
Thefe arethy [fervants,and thy people. By this hegives  --1o-
.proofthat the mark heaimes at isGods glory.
- 5. His putting- God in mind of his former dea-
ling wich them, thus; whom shou haft redecmed, &c.
This fhews, that by God himfelf, and his former
dealing with them, he is put on to commend their
caufe cohimey - - L o E
6. His quickning of his own {pirit,by hiscarneft, -
ardentcxpreffionof his mind. :
~ But it being my purpofc only to cull out fuch
diftiné a&s of his as moved him to put God in
mind of him for good, it might hinder my purpofe
to infift on every particular circumftance in thofe
feverall a&ts,thar are recorded of him.,
+. Ireturn therfore to my principall purpofe.
1 5. His heart was ready onthe fudden ro berai.
{edto God. Forwhenthe King gave him occafion
D

to
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Nfll-z.‘;

to make his mind knowne to him, he inftantly pray-
ed 10 the God of Heaven : Not by turning afide and
uttering any words to God, but by lifting vp

- his heart toGod. Thisis called an ¢jaculation of the

Brod.14.1%,

Neha, 8,

{pirit : whenthe fpirit within 2 man cafteth vp a
fudden defircto God.  This fudden defire mighe
be, that God would diret him in ordering his de.
fire to the King, and that God would encline the
Kings heart to grant his defire. So much was be- -
fore thus exprefled; Grant me mercy in the fight of
this man, meaningthe King. Thismay be as fer.
vent and prevalenr, as a folemne prayer uttered with .
the mouth, witnefle that ejaculation of Mofes fpirie,
when he was in the midde(t of the people, and en-

_couraging them againft Pharaohs furious hofte that

hotly purfued them ¢ Hethen uttered no words of
prayer, yet of that ejaculation, or inward defire,
faith God, why crieft thou unto me ? which phrafe
implyeth great fervency. This frequently and
heartily ufed argueth an heavenly mind, and holy |
familiarity. with God. This is one way whereby |
we may pray alway,continually,even by the readis
nefle of the heart to pray at all times, ‘inall places,
on all occaflions, when we are alone, orin compa-
ny, in conference, reading, ftudying, working,
or doing any other lawfull thing. Thus may Inow
in preaching, pray : thus may you even now in
hearing, pray. Affuredly, if we were well difpo-

fed hereunto, we might have much better fucceffe . |

in many things we doe, thenwe have. Whatgood |

fuceefle had this Patriot hereupon ¢* God mooved

the King to grant whatfoever he defired. Infen-
. ding "
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ding,in delivering Petitions to the King on earth,
'Pms tothe G oD of Heaven, as Nehemiah did.
6. Together withall fores of prayerto God, he
ufeth humane helps. He gratef ufly acknowledgeth
the Kiogs former favour : He humbly fupplica-
teth leaveto gocto Iudab : he defiretha fate con-
voy : hecraveth the Kings Letters patent for all
ufefull and needfull Timber out ct his Forrefts.
Allthefe were lawfull meaties ¢ and fuch meanes
are the hand of Gods providence, whereby hee
- bringeth matters to pafie. It is true indeed, that
 man liveth not by bread alone : meanes alone with-
out Gods blefling doc no good. «Afaes faule con-
fitted not fimply in this, thatin his difeafe he fought
to the Phyfitians, butin this, that be fought not 10 1he
‘Lord A woeis denounced againlt thofe that take
counfell, but mst of the Lord, ahd that cover with a
- covering, but not of bu Spiris, But une alfo it s,

19

Nch.ﬁ.s.
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Deut,8.3.

2 Chr.16.132.

Ifa.30.1.
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that where mednes are meet to be ufed, God will .

not bring mattersto paffe without meanes.  In the
great danger wherein Paul, and all in the Ship with
him were, God promifed that there fhould be no
loffe of any mans life among them : yet when the
-Ship-men (who are an efpeciall meancs of helpe in
feare of wreck) nere about to fly out of the Ship, Paul
Jaid, except thefe abide in the Ship, ye cannot be fa-
wed, Tt will therefore be our wifdometo obferve
in the matters that we enterprize, what lawfull
“meanes may be helpefull thereto, and with prayer
‘toufethefame. By ufing meanes without prayer
we prefume : by praying without the ufe of means

-wetempt God. _
D 2 7. He
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7. He goes himfelfrothe place shere he inten-

Nebza. dedto doe good. T came to Rmfa!cm,(&ith he. The
defire that he had to have the woike throughly
don,moved him togoe himfelfe about it,and not to

ptt it off to otheys. *If men of place and power,

who wifh well to Chureh and State, were {o min-

ded, there would not be fo miny mifcarriiges in

1 King ¢ 30. weighty mutters, asoftfal out. The Sbanamite would
not leave the Prophet, till he bimfelfe wentto her

childe. His fervant went with his ftafle, bue effe-

&ed nothing ; When he himfelfe came, the deed -

was foone done. A difference betwixt a Gentle-
man that holdeth his land in his owne hands, and
fcarfe. raifeth up fo 'much as the ordinary rent
amounts to, and the Farmer, who befide the rent,
raifeth upa good livelthood; herein lyeth; That the
Gentleman lying in bed,or following his pléafpres,
faith to his fervants,. Gee Sirs, intending thatithey
fhould goeabout hisworke :* But the Farmer faith,
Oculua Donini Gayy Sirs, that is, Goe we, together, or goe with
pafuit eqiib  e. T his Proveibe, the eye of the Mafler makes the
horfe far, intendeth as much, This may be agood
patterne to you Governours, to us Minifters, and
to all that have the charge of matters of mo-
ment.

8. He himfelfe taketh an efpeciall view of the
ruines of ferufalem, I went out by night.(aith he, and
wiewed the wals of Jerufalem, which were broken
downe,&c. He had heard thereof before: but now
he wasan cye-witneflesand this increafed his com.
paffion, enflamed his zeale, and firred him up
more diligently and throughly to repaire the ry-

ines,

Neh.2ag.

A
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Aines, and make up the breaches wliich lie had feen

with his owne eyces. Sight of dilhiefle is of great

force to worke on the aff: &tions, and to procure

{fuccour. The Samaritan wkho camewherethe wounded =% 133

man was,aisd (aw bim_had compaffion o him, and fuc-
coured him. Doeye likewife whatye can, to take
fpeciall rotice ofthe particular cafes of fuch as are
in diftrefle, thatnothing beguile you, nothing be
concealed from you. Goeto prifons, vifit the fickes
caft your eyes on miferable obje&s. A

9. He puts others in mind of that which he and
they faw: and ftirres them up thereby to be aflitant

.to him, inthele words, ye feethedifire(fe that we are

in,8c. Come,and let us buildup the wall,&c. This he
did to ftirre up fuch a fpirit in many others, as he

‘himfelfe had, and to obtaing their help: that fo the

preat worke might the better goe on,  For many
hands maké light worke. 'The fruit and benc fichercof
isdiftinétly fet downinthe third Chapter. Where-
fore thinke it not enough (in great matters, which

-»f and by your felves yc cannot to purpofe accom-
-plifh) think it not enough to doe, cven tothe utter-

moft what Iyesinyour owne power : flir npothers
to beaiding and affiting to you.This juftifics yonr

- Proteftation, your Subfidies, Pole-money, Land-

rate, Loanes, and other meancs ufed for affiftance
from others in the weightyworks you have inhand.
10. He manifelteth invincible courage againft

“fuch adver(arics as fought toblaft all his good in-

tents and endeavours. when Sanballat and others
lagghed them 1o feorne, and defpifed them, he with 4
confident [pitic faid, The God of Heaven be will pro.

D3 fper

T defeende
indaginic fTu.
dione quid fit
qired falat, aut
lateat, Ambr,
de Pateiach.
Abr L1,.6,

Nch 2,17,

Multorum ma-
?lli!mgraua‘c[c_
valur eNig.

Nch,2. 19 30.
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fper us syl hesefore we bis fervants will arifé and build.
Benold his courage , behold the ground thereof,
Wewill arife and build. O undausted Spirit | God
will profper ns:1 fure and {afe ground. Ifin any thing
ye imitace this Patriot, herein imirate him. Be not
difcouraged by adveiflaties. wiere God opencth 4
great and effectnall doore 1o bis fervants, there will be
many adverfaries: Butin nothing be tervified by them
and that ye may in nothing be terrified by them, (o
place your confidenceon God, as ye may in faith
fay » TheGod of Heaven he will profper us.

Tte third Chapter diftinétly defcribeth the affi-
ftance that was afforded by others in fencing the
City, and is an exprefle demonftration of the bene-
fir ot helpers,fet downe in the ninth branch.I there-
fore pafle over this Chapter, that I miy haftenco
my Text.

1t. Inanholy zeale,and jultindignation, heim-

- precates vengeance againft proud, fcornfull, im-

placableenemies of Gods Church, in this manner,
Turne their reproach upon their owne head, and give

thens for a prey in the land of their captivity, andcover

wot their iniquity,8cc. Tmult confefle chat theim.
precations of holy men recorded in (acred Scrip-
ture,are (harp, twoedged tooles: not for every ones
handling. When Chrifts Difciples would have
commanded fire (as Eliah did) to come downe from
Heaven to confume the Samaritans, hg rebuked them,
and faid, Teknow not what manner of (iris ye are of,”
Particular imprecations againft particular perfons
are not for every {pirit ; but for fuch excraordinary
fpirits, as Prophets and Apoftleshad : Yer frhus
arre
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farte may every faithfull fpiric teftifie his holy zeal

inthis very kind of imprecation, by an indefinite
extending it againft fuch as areindeed mifchicvous
and irreconcileable enemies of the Chirch. But
becaufe Senl may provea Paul, and aperfecntor may
prove a preacher of the Gofpell, we may not
imprecate againft any particular prfons,yct againit
their milchievous practifes we may.

12. Them whom heincited to affilt him, he en-
couraged, and that by the fame ground of encou-
ragement whereby he himfelfe was encouraged.
He was encouraged by his confidence onp God 5 and
thus he encourageth others, Benot ye afraid of them,
yemembir the Lord, whe is great and terrible. To fuch
aputpofe tendsthis of the Apottle, God comforteth
us inall onr tribulations, that we may be able to somfort
them which arein any trouble, by the comfort wherewith
weonr [elves arc comfortedof Ged.Ye thatare ftrong,
doe what ye canto ftrengthen others : Ye whofe
fpirits ate lofty and fteddy, litt up and hold up the
{pirits of others: put courage into others, ycthat
are men of courage. This was Chrifts adviccto
Peter, When thow ayt converted, [trengthen thy bre-
-fbr(”,_&CJ

13. In anextraordinary cafe he ufeth extraordi-
nary diligence and vigilaney. The minifold mif-
chievous. plots of their adverf(aries fhewed their
danger tobemore then ordinary. Inthis cafe,be fet
awatch againft them day and wight : One halfe of his
fervants wronght in the worke, the other halfe held of -
fenfive and defenfive weapons. Ewery workeman
wrought with one band,and with another held 4 weap;n,

_ they

2;,

————,

Nch. 230,
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Nth,s.1,&c.

--a6,%c,

they bad atrumpet to dyaw them all 10 the /714'{,'6 of dan- -
girsthey daily watched from therifing of the AMorning
tll the Starres appeared : none of them put eff thesr
cloathes, [aving that every one put themeff for wafbing.
Is not now the more thien ordinary paines, watch-
ing, loofing meales mear, defenf(ive provifion, and
diiigence ufed by our Parliament , is it not every
way warrantable and commendable ¢ Have we any
caufe.to complaine thereof 2 Have we not juft caufe
toblefle God therefore 2

14. He redrcfles home-grievances. Hethought
itnot enough to fecure the City from publike ene-
mies,unlefle alfo be eafed the common people from
the oppreffion of their Governours. For there was
agreat cry of the people and of their wiw;:agaiﬂfi their
brethren the Iewes, who were Governours, and had
power over them. The particulars of their com-
plaints are exprefly related, This good Patriot
heares them all, is much offended at the wrong-
doers, advifeth about redrefle, and o ordersthe .
matter,that for the wrong done,reftitution and fatis-
faction is made 5 and for the future, order is taken
that there be no more fuch grievances. '

Ye that juftly have obrained the name of good
Patriots, and have begun to redrefle many grievan-
ces, goe oninthat good worke, till through Gods
blefling and your endeavours it be brought to fome
good perfection, as Nebemiah's was. Heare'com-
plaints,receive Petitions,cxamine Accufations, pu-
nifh Delinquents, caufe reftitution of that which
is uniuftly taken away, and fatisfaction for that
whichis wrongfully done,tobe made. :

Ye
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Yearenow thegreat Judgesofthisland = andof ;. . .,
old it was {aid, thacthe Altar and Tudgeare as onc , iden : pariter
in that fuch-as are wronged fly to the one and the @ adurig,
other for fuccor. Such was Jobs pra&ife. 7 delivered, iyis, aficr.
{aith he, the poore that cryed, and the Jatherlefie, and mr.irtire
him that had noneto belp bim. Remembrance hercof {4,
much comforted him againft his friends unjuft ca-

" lumnics in the depth of his grear miferies. ,

15. Hetelieved (uch as were in diftrefle, It was
not a pharafaicall brag, but 2 knowne truth, which
he thus profeffeth of himfelfe, We after our ability Nen.s.s.
have yedcemed onr byethren, &c. To him it {eemed
not fufficient to redrefle the wrongs which others
had done, and to take c¢ff the heavy burdens
which others had laid upon the backs of their
poore brethren (which was a great privitive good)
unleffe alfo- pofitively be relicved with moncy,

* corne, and other neceflaries, and that grarés, fuch as
were in need.

Hereby we fee how farre our woiks of mercy
ought to extend. This to the life is thuscxempli-
fied by a Prophet, inthe name of the Lord : Isnop 15361
this tle Faft that 1 havechofen o loofe the bands of wic- .
kednefie, toundoethe heavy burdens, andtolet the op.
preffed goe free, and that ye breake every yeake ?

( Though this be moft properly meant of redreffing
fuch wrongs, as men themfelves doe, yet may ic
alfo be extended to redrefling the wrongs which
others do;but for the point which we have in hand,
marke wha followes). Is it zot 10 breake thy brcad 10
the hungry and that thon bring thepoor that are caft ont,
to1hy hosfe,&c. This is the extent of chariry.

: E : 16. e
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16, Hebroughtthemto afo’emne covenant and
ox:h to binde them ro that good order thache had
made, leftthey fhould Rarc fromie, “Ieis thus ex-
preled, Itooke an o1t af shemthat they [hould doe g
cording 10 their promsife. (T heir promife was this,e
will reftore them, and will require nothing of them - fo
will we doe s theu fayeft.) Yea bie inade a terrible im-
precation againft every one that performed notthis
promife. He feared lcaft in hisabfence, when he
fhouldinthe timelimited returne co the King, they
would returne ro their former exacions and oppref-
fions. Therefore he would hereby reftraine them.
A pious and prudent courfe. Tiie like courfe we read
to betaken by <44, whobound his people by co-
¢ ‘Chr-!s 2. wenant and Oath to remaine faichtull wich the

' Lord.

This isthe rather tobe noted for juftification and
commendation of the courfe which both Houfes of
~ .- Parliament have taken, about bringing mott of this
™ . Land intoa folemne Covenant. The Lord make
,"t - .men faithfull inkeeping it, and give a happy iflue
é&‘ thereto. e

» 17, For the peoples good in their necefficy he
remitted of his own righe. For he was by the King
appointed a Governour 3 and Governours had allow.
ances du=to them, ‘which forimer Governours had
taken : Bv reafon hereof they were chargeable to the

- people.andhad taken of them breadand wine, befi de forty
P oo [hekels of filver (thatis, five pounds fterling 5 fora
sare piderabar (h2kell is halfe an ouace, which makss two {hil-
/’ﬂ‘,’_"’?“”f”s lings fix2 pence : ‘They exactad the forefaid Aread
-ﬂi.,;jf"”‘""";” and wine, that s, all manner cf provifion,

' (* befide -

Neh.s 12,

i
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(*befide the forty fhekels, which was their fetal-
lowance) But,faith be,from the timethat 1Lyvas appoin.
sedtobe their Gowarnoury Iandrmy brethren have not
caten the breadof theGovernonr, He rendersthis rea-
fon hereof,becanfe of the fearcof God.

They thercfore that feare the Lord will be like
minded : they will not over-firi¢tly ftand upon
their right, efpecially in times of necefliry, and
cafesof extremity. Over-ftri¢t ftanding vponright
may prove a great oppreffion.

18, He,though a Governour, didbearea partin
thatwhich he required others to doe. 7 4lfs,{aith he,
continuedin the worke of the wall : neither bought we
any Land : and all my fervants were gathered thither
entothe worke. He had done much for them through
the Kings favour to him, and through that power
and authority which the King had given him : For
he obrained for them as muchtimber as was need-
- full out of the Kings Forrelt : He drew onothers
that were able to help on the building of the wals:
He made fpeciall provifion fortheir fecurity againft
their adverfaries : He did many other good turnes
forthem 5 yet fo Jong as there remained any thing
which might further be done by him or his, all thac
. he had doae, though it were much, {eemed to him
too little.

A worthy patterne this isto fuch as have done
much good, to obferve whether yet there be any
thing whercin they may doe more good, Let #s not
be weary sn well-dang.

19. Hewas givento Hofpitality, and ufed it with.
out grudging. ~For shere were at his Table one hur-

4 E:2 dred
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dred and fifty of the Yewes and Rulers, befidesthofe
that came anto them from among the Heathen, So
as he ehtertsined all ot all fores ¢ fuch as bad their
habirations there.abouts, and fuch as were ftrangers
aud canie out ot other countries, Thus e made his
entrertainment not onely a wotke of cowrtefie in-af.
fording itto Neighbours and Rulers, who mighe
have provided forthemfelves: but alfo of charity
in exrending it to ftrangers. How bountifull he
was therein is made evident by the daily provifion
prepared forthofepurpofes, as one oxe, ffx choice
Sheepe : alfo Foules once in ten daies , and flore of
all forts of wine. Holpitality to ftrangers as weil
asothers, is {o acceptableto God, ashefent 1.
gels with blefled tydings to be giefts to fuch per-
fons : and Chrift reckons up this worke of charity
in fpeciall and by name among thofe which he doth
molt abundantly recompence. -

I'will conclude this particular with that exhorta-
tion which Chrift gave upon anothers a& of Hof:
pitality, Goe and doc likewife, :

20. Whatfoever hee did, hee did in refpet to
God. Hee expeted no reward from man: nor
did he propound any bie-ends to himfelfe : nor
did any thing on bic-refpects. My Text gives a
plaindemonttration Liercof, Tor therby we fee that
his mind was fixed on kis God. On God he cals to
think upon him,from God he expe@s his reward
for allthat he had done.How many Nebemiahs how
many good and zealous Patriots would this und o-
ther Kingdomes have,ifwe had many men of place
and parts (0 minded ¢ Every one that minds God.
in
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in every good thingthathe doth, and cxpeéts his
reward from him, infucha way. after fuch aman-
ner as Nebemiah did, may with like confidence fay
to God, Thinke en me my G o D feor goed, accor-
ding toall that Ihavedone for this people.

By this recollection of the principall acts of this
Patriot, vou fee what remarkable matters he did:
what difficultics and dangers hee pafled thorow,
what encouraged and emboldued him to ftand a-
gainft fo many, mighty, malignant adverfarics
as he met withall, and what wasthe happy iffve of
all. Hereby alfo you may further fee whoat be-
comes worthy Patriots todoe : what dangers and
difficulties they may meet withall : (for whart ex-
celleat wor ke is not environed with many difficul-
ties, yea and dangers too ¢) with what courage
and conftancy they ought to ftand againft malig-
nant partics: onwhom they may fecurely place
their confidence : and on what giound any one
may [ay, Thinke on me, my G oD, for good, ac.
cordirg to all that 1 have done for this people.

Thus have I brought you againe to my Text :
which (as you heard before ) aftords many confide-
rable Obfcrvations.  Somuch time hath bin fpent
in fetting our the patterne of a worthy Patriot, as
there can be no cxpe@ation of handling all the nine
Dodlrines colleted outofthis Text. The fitft is
the chiefeft of all and comprizeth the pith of all the
reft withinit.  May I have liberty and ability to
*touch upon it, T will give place to my reverend
Brother, that with greater ftrength may hold cut
the folemnizaticn of this daics bumiiiation.

E 3 The
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The firft Obfervationis this,

God is the Support of Saints,

1. Heisa Soppore, becaufe he is God.

2. Heis foto Sants, becaule heisa pecnliar God
tothem.

3. Suatsknowitto be {0, in that they are Gods
Remembrancers, and call upon him to thinke upon
then. ,

4. Saints with more confidencereft on God for-
Support, becaule his mind is foonc(t drawne to
them : whercupon every Saint faith to God, thinke
npon me, )

5. Their expectation of geed from God further
fhewes, that they take him for their Sup-

port. _

6. Their pleading of their workes before God,
gives further proofe to the point.

7. The rather inthattheir works arethe rule #c-

eording to which God retvardsthem.

8. Aad inthat he rewardeth every gosd worke
of theirs. '

9. Andfinally, inthat God hathmoft and beft
relpe tothat which is done to his people,

Thus you fee how the eight fubfequent Doétrins
haveaneyeto the firlt : foas I had caufe to fay,
that the firft comprifeth the pith of all the reft
withinit. Tcomenow diretly and ditin&ly to
handle it by it felf, Itisthis,

God isthe Support of Saints,

Many, many Epithites attributed to him in fa-
cred Scripture,are as fo many proofs of the point :
fuch asthele, * Refuge, ® Houfe of defence, * Shelter

< For-

'
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Fortrefle hinh Tower, Buckler, Rocke, 4 Hiding place, ¢ Pl 1%.3.
¢ Saviour , Redeemer, | Deliverer, & Helper, b Re. ;‘ﬁ;"'f ,’;"
ward.r, yeaiSalvation, Rca’cmprian,' Help, M Ex- [ (0 £70
secding greas Reward. Thele latter Epithites bzing e
inthe abfira® (whereby is fhewed that all Salva- i pross
tion, Redewprion, Helpeand Reward arife only * 1t Cor.1. 30,
am.htwholy fromhim) add much Emphafis to the a(ge i:%,
oint,

; There aretwo efpeciall grounds thereof.

1. Saints taking God tobe their Support.

2. Gods undcrtakirg to bee to his Saints,
what they take him tobe,

Tohim on all occafions they have recourfe for
Support :and He anfwerably fupporteth them thac
have recourfcto himn. He never faileth them that
feck him.

Three things move Saints to take God for their
Support,

1. The many enemies and dangers whereunto
they are here fubje@. This world is a wildernefle
full of wild and ravenous Beafls. All forts of wicked
. menarethofe wild and ravenous Beafts : they are
as Lyons, Tigers, Dears, Wolves, and fuch like.
Saints areas Sheepeand Lambes. 1n allufion here-
‘unto faith Chrilt, Bebold I fend youforth ac Sheepe irs Mt10a¢.
the midft of Wolves. This their condition in this
world mekes them fecke for a Support.

2. Their owne manifold infirmities by reafon of
the fiefh whichthey carry about them. They are
(foufe the woman of Tekoabs phrale) as water (pilt 3Sim14.14
wpon tke.ground, which cannot be garhered np azain:
orto ufe amore pertinent companifon, They are as

a

e = “ e S
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Bzcki20.6,7.

Eph..4,%,6.

t Cor 6.320.
1 Perating.
Heb.g.x2.

Rem.8 34.
Heb 7,353,

Eph 1 13,
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a Vine tull of moft {weet and ufefull fruit, yee fo
weake, as it cannot ftand of it {elf, withoutaframe,
or fome other fupport to beareit up. The weake-
nefle of Saines makes them feek for a ftrong fupport:
which they know God to be.

3. Theimpotency and difability of any creature
to helpe and fupport them. All creatures are as
reeds, weake, Erickle, full of teeth:ifthey be fea-
ned upon they will foone breake and teare the flefh
offuchas leane upon them. So as it is not oncly
unufefull and in vaine, butal{o dangerous and da-
mageable to reft on meere creatures for a fup-

ort.
d More thenthree things move God to be for his
Saints, what they take him to be : as

1. Thatancient love which of his owne good-
will he did beare to them before they were, yeabe-
fore the worlds were. This doththe Apoftle lay
downe as the ground of all thofe fpirituall bleflings
wherewith God blefleth us, Eph.v.3,4,5,6. This
he makes the ground of Gods quickning ss toge-
ther with Chrift, and of bhus raifing us up together,
and making wus fit together in heavenly places in
Chrift Iefus.

2. That price which the Sonne of God hath paid
for them, which was his ownprecions blood. Here-
by ke obtained etcrnall redemptionfor them,

3.That continuall imem:/ﬁm which he maketh for
them at the right hand of his Father. Hereby hee
procureth continuance of Gods favour to them.

4. That ftamp or impreffion of Gods image,
which the Holy Ghoft hath fet in them, and wher-

by
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by they are fealed unto the day of Redemption : Here-
by God knoweth themto be his. ‘

s. The many promifes which God hath made
to themof'caring and providing for them, and of
prote@ing them from all dangers and evils, and
faithfull 1 he whe hath promifed.

6. Their faith in refting upon thofe promifes.
This makes them put God in mind thereof, as He
did, whothus {aid, Remember thy werd (meaning
his word of promife) upon which thou haft canfed
mse 1o hope, _

~This Actof Saints in taking God for their fup-
port is ancvidence of that wifedome and prudence
wherein God, according to the riches of his graee
bath abownded towards them. Yor fuch as are nota-
ble to ftand of them(elves, to feeke a Support, and
fuch an one as of it felfe can fufficiently fupport
them, fo asthey need fecke to no others, is quefti--
onlefle an efpeciall part of prudence. But fuch a fup-
portthe Lord is. For

1. The eyes of the Lord ranne to and fro through-
out the whele Earth to (hew bimfelfe [flreng in the
behalfe of them, whofe heart is perfolt towards hims :
fo as he is not, he cannot be ignorant of the n¢eds
or diftrefles of any of his Saints. I have furely feen
the affleétion ofmy People, faith the Lord.

2. Astheeyes of the Leord are over the righteors,
fo his cares are open 10 their prayers. What cry foc-
verthey make to him in their diftreffe for fuccour
and fapport, he heareth.

2. H:isready and forward to doe what he (e-
cth to be necdfull and vlefull forchem, 1know their

- F ferroms,

Heb.10.23.

Phixg.g9.

1 Intormation
in the wifdom
of Saintg who
take God for
their fupport.
Eph.1.7,8.

1 Chr,16 g,

Exod.3.7.

1 Pet.z.as.
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" forrowes, and.[am come dswno to deliver them, faith

the Lord to his peoplethac were in diftrefle. Ma-,
ny promifes hath he:made for granting theirde:
fices, Themoteto fut out Gods forwardnefle in
graating his Saints.defires, an Angell fent from.
God to Daniel «hile h= was praying, thus {aith, 4¢
the beginning of  thy. [spplication the Commandement
cawe forth, -&c. andthe Lord himfelfe, thus, be-
fore they call T will anfiver, and ‘whiles they are yct
[peaking 1 will beare. !
4. H is fu'l ot compaffion : in fo much as bis
- howals, are tron5ledfor his children whenthey are’in

Cany difhefle ¢ € ereupon he mikeththis iaference,

- L will furcly have mercy upon thens,  Nothing foo-
ner moves any to fuccour and fupport, then com-
paffian. leis oft noted to be the caule of that ready
fuccour which Chriftin the daies of his flefh affor-
ded 5q all thatcame to him, that he had compaffion
o5 them, and was moved cheyewith,

’s. Hee is able to fupport his in their greateft:

' weaknellgs, ‘and to-deliver themout of their great-
et difteefle, Bebold (faiththe Lord) I am the Lord
the.God of all-flefl, Is there any thing too hard for
e 2. The; thinzs which, are- unpoffible with men are
poffible with.Ged, - @, C A

6. As Goll is wightyin flrength, {0 in wifedome,

. Hisunder flanding is infinite. He bedt knoweth-when

tofuppprt hisand how': yeaandhow longto cans.

tipue hisfuppgistoahem. 1fagany. time bz feemer
to leave them to themfclves, hedothit purpofely,,
pradently; for good ends to good ufes. . And even

then when b fuffers themtplye under affliction e

a1 oty A fO'
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fo wifely fupporteth-them,as they are ¢nabledto en-
dureit,and are notoverburdened : Wunefle he chat
faid,We aretroubled on every fide,yet not difirveffed 5 we
are perpqued;bnt not in df[])dirg;pr,‘?femtfd, but vot for- 2 Cosu.8,0.
[akenscaft downe, but not deflroyed Yeathrough his
wifcdome (as at fir it he commanded the light vo [bine
out of darkenefie, o) he bringeth much good to
Saints out of their troubles. For we know that all
things worke2ogether for good to them that love God,
This by good cxperience-he found to he rnic in
himfelte, who faid, 1¢ & good for me that I have been
sfflicted, ' ' :

. Thefe confiderations of the notice that God hath
of his peoples ftate and cafe, ‘of his hearing their
prayers,of his forwardnefle togrant their dcfircs, of
Lis compaffion at their diftrefle, of his power and
ability to help, and of his wifedome in orderingthe
feafon and manner of fuccour: Thefeand other like
confiderations give a clearc and evident demonftra-
tion, that God is a fafe, fure, and fecure fuppost,
whereby the wifedome of Saints is manifcfted in
taking him for their fuppore. +In this therefore re-
fpcét; as in many othersy it may be faid of them, pey, 4.6,
Surelythss &s awife and under Handing people, . .

: Ontheother fide, it muft needs be a pare of egre- » Demonfloz.
gious folly and plaine dotage,to confide in, or truft-{ i G vake
uoto any other fupport then this God. Yet moltin notGod for
the worldare fuch doting fooles: As, . v theirlupports

v X soAtheifts, wha fay #n their bearts there is 10 pai g
6od, Surely they who-deny him tobe,will: not reft
on him forfupport.  ° - ' =

2. Pagaws; who being ignorant of the one oncly
Fa e

% Cor, 4.6.

Plalag1g.9l0
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troe-God; place theirconfidence on fuch things as
never ‘were, never had any true being, but were

meere phantafies and imaginations of mens vaine

braine. Such.as Baslim, Afbteroh, Dagon, aro-
lesh, -and fuch other as are mentioned in facred
Scripture ' And Jupiter, Iuno, Apollo, Diana, Mer-
cury, Venus, and multicudes of the like reckoned:
up by the heathen.One of their Poets reckoneth up
about thirty thoufand of them : Ochers mote. -

3. Indian Savagés, ‘who make the Devil their
fupport,.and adore him,that he may not hur¢ them
and theircattell. A partof their countrey is called
Terra Diabaliy the'Dewils Land.” Tol'tetort upon
thefe inthcit ownekinde , "Not onely 7o hurz, but
good, isto bee expedted from fuch asare adored, as
itis in my Text, Thinke upon me for good., '
- 4+ Papifts, who maketheifnumerable company:.
of:Aogels, the blefled 7irgin Mary, CApoities, Com
Seffors, Martyrs, and all that their Popes have cano-

pized '+ “Whereof fome may be:accounted, fuchas
- the forementioned Gods of the Pagans,meere phan.

tafies and imaginatiohs 3 and others;without breach

.of charity; may be jud‘gcfi to be damned wretches

in Hell. :
5. Worldlings, who reft' on moreall men, and

_,carthly meanes, which areall like to the foremen-
-tioned weake reed full of teeth.. The Prophet de-
+ nounceth a wee againft fuch, - « 0

6. Self-boafters, whotrulttothemf(elves, to their
owne parts, or to that command ‘whichthey have
overothers : As Aehitophel who relyed on his own
wit 5 Golieh on his owne ftrength ;the Affyrian clm

~ the

™
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the great command which he had:[o othersto otk er
things; all which turne to their ruine.

Of all thefe,and others like to thefe, I may,con-
cerning the cafe in hand, take upthe Prophets pa-

theticall Exclamation, Be affowifbed 0 ye Heavens at 1521013

thes . and be ye borribly afraid, be ye very defolase, faish
the Lord : For my people have committed two evils
they have forfaken me the fountaine of living watcrs,
and hewed them ont ciflerncs , broken cistermes that can
hold nowater. '

As for youthat have been fo farre enlightencd

for your fupport, be now further in the name of this
God exhorted, to ufe him as a fuppore. Ule him as

a Refuge, Shelter, Houft of Defence, Fortreffe, bigh

Tower, Buckler, Shield, Rock, Hiding place. Thefe re-

femblances will affoord good help for making a
right ufe of the Lord in this very poinr, as haeis a

fupport to his Saints,

- 1. Arefuge is a place for fuch asare in dangerto

fly unto for fuccour and fecurity. Such werethe Ci-
ticsof Refuge among the Jewes, Whenaman was
unjuftly fufpe@ed of wilfuil murder,and hotly pur-
fued by theavenger of bloud,he made all the fpeed
he could to the City of Refuge. There was his
caufe rightly judgedthere might he be fecure: Doe
youalfo fly to God inall undue fulpicions and un-

_juftaccufations.  In him youmay be fure to have

your caufe righted, and your perfons fecu-
red.

"2, AShelter isfor fuch asintheir journey are over-

¥a taken

3 Exhortatien
toule God asa

~ astokaow God to be tlie oncly fure and fafe fup- suppor,
‘port, and thercupon have been moted to take him
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taken with fhowres of rain,with haile, fnow,ftorm
or tempeft:In fuch cales, if a traveller ¢(py a thelter,
he will make hafte to it. Go: hath undertakento be
a covert from jtorme and rame. When the ragiog
raine ot oppreffion, or ftorme of periecution, or
violent tumpelt of any malignant oppofition fals
upon you, fhclter your {elves under the covertof
your God. ‘
3. AnHonfeof Defence, ot Caftle, or Fertreffe, or
High Tower, arcall for [afety againft armies of ene-
mies that compafle us about, and befiege us, and
would uteerly deftroy us, if we had not fuch a place
of fafety. Now the Lord is indeed an high and
ftrong Tower,animpregnable Caltle : abide there-
fore in him, and feare not, thovgh multitudes of
.enemies doe onevery {ide [etagainfl you. They are
fafe whom the Lord doth keep. ; :
4+ A Buckler or Shield is of fingular ufe to keep
off puth of pike; Rroake of fword, force of dam,
arrow or bullet that fhall be flung,or thot againft us:
So faith in' God will keep off all afTaules of Satan,
cven all the fiery darts of the Dewsll 5 much more the
furious, envious, and malicious words and decds of
wicked mep. :
o S+ A Rocke isa firme and {ure foundation. A

edifice that is well erc@ed and fetled enit, - cannat

be overthrowne. Though the raine defeend and the
flouds come,and the wind blew, and beat upos that benfe,
yet it fals not, becaufeis is founded on arock Forappli-
catian of this Metaphor, note what Chrift faitheof
himfclfe as he is arocke : #pon ths rocke will 1 build
mwy-Church,andthe gates of hell [hall wot prevaile azainft

. Agamc, .
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Againe, arock being inthe Sea remains immove.
able: The ftrongelt tempefts and violenteft waves of]
Nk the Sea cancot fhake it , much leffe overthrow it
L If.therefore any who have fuffeted fh'pwracke lye

floating on the Sen, and e[pye arocke, they will
. maketo it:fo in our greatelt troubles, and mo ft def-
b perate dangers, . let us.getto God therocke of our
falvatiof;and we may be fure to be fafe.
6.Anbiding placesis thatwherein many beafts doe
repofe themfelves on all occafions : As a Connics
bursow, a Foxes hole, a Lyons den: when they are
thetetheythinke themfelves fafe : There therefore
" theyfeto fleep 5 there they: ufe to carry the prey:
 they ger, and theretoeatit: if they be hunted, or
fear anydangersthey wil make thitheras falt as they
~ can  Ifthey,behurt ot wounded,. therethey ufeto
licke themfelves whole: yea'in thefe their hiding
~ places they dic for the moft partMat leatt they be
not furprifed, and kild when they are out of their
den or hiding place. Secing it pleafeth the Holy
Ghott to attribute unto God this refemblance of pral g 1ry,
fafety(For thePlalmiftftileth God his biding place: * 700

andthe Prophet a covert )-give me leave in Chrilts *;-f“'b";ﬁ meurs.
14 5.

phrafe tofay unto you, Behold the beafts of the field : 5y
Beholdthem in this particular, and ufe Godyour .z,
hiding place, as they ufetheir holes and dennes.

. On all occafions repofe your felves on himjand reft

1 feeureinhimwhenye fleep, when ye wake.. Have.

' ye good fuccefle in your affairs? (as the beaft thinks

he hath when he gets aprey) goe to God to re-
joyceinhim,and to give the praileto him. Doe thy

affsires fucceed ill 2 eventhenallogoeto God, to
mournic
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mourne inhim,to powre out thy foule into his bo-~
fome. Art thou hunted or perfecuted ¢ fiy
to God for (uccour and prote&ion. Art thou abu-
fed, wronged, or hurt 2 To God for redreflc and
right. In peace and trouble, in hope and feare, in
fafety and danger, inall cafes, on all occafions have
recoutfe to God, live in God die in God.

Doc this the rather, becaufe as followeth in the
next oblervation.

The Lord is a peculiar God te a beleewer,

But inytime is {lipt out, and 1find my ftrengthto
faile, and you find my voiceto fall, willingly there-
fore I give place to my reverend brother: Only let

us firlt call upon God for hisblefling upon that,

which hath been delivered,-and give
him thanks for his gracious
.., Mftance,

FINIS
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