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P A R L I A M- E N T

| R:ghc Honourable,

2o HE Occaﬁon qf Your appeinting The weighti-’

this Sermon to be preached, was g neflcof this
work is decla-

9 Matter of wo [mall moment. It 55 jagin the Sexa
7= thes exprqﬁed in Your own Order : monfillowing
;- &2 A day appointed to be obferved P8 33:34
K=o ) by both Houfes of Par 1 1a-
eV M 8 N 1, for publike Humiliation, -
and to feek God: earneftly for a Blefﬁng upon the - -
Treaty. -
o The End -of this T reaty, #s to clqﬁ: #p and hem! tbe_) : |
heasﬁcs &f this Land. S { o -
MpzomEnJ" S el ] D
- 80 great & the Breach a5 it gvvftb grmt dfﬂd ]ﬁiz‘
cauﬁs of deep Humiliation., I may in this cafe mpty-
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The Epiltle Dedicatory.

the Prophets lamsntation for Jerufalem ( Lamen:. 2.
13.) snto England. What thing fhall I take to wit-
nefle for thee ¢ What thing fhall I liken to thee,
gé England ? For thy Breach is grear, like the
a. :
. Norwithous canfe thercfore have Yon fet apars shis day for
Thz grounads P“bllke Humiliation. . T
ofthis difficul-"  T0 make up this Breach & 4 matter of gre.t diffi-
Soven g ansy COlEY: S
) nrg.jir'a,m;.%’. Hic labor, hoc opus eft----- . ’
Ir is beyondthe wit and power of man.to doit.
Good reafan therefore shere was to- appoint the day of Hu-
miliation f0.be aday alfoto feck God earneftly for a blef-
fing upon the Treaty. ‘ T .
If tbed breach e not,ffopped by a Freaty, by whis may is
be flopped 2
Silewr leges in jé‘fg: it be hoped thiat it fhonld be dine by fword ?* The Law
e ana- Sl i dumb whilethe Swerd s drawn. T
- Bredion.. Will Congueronrs yeeld to am A ccommodastion ?- Ha-
ving the faff in.their.omn hands ,Willthey nos ffand wpon theiv
- own serms 9. -
Halur b cupes. By force men A Sor- atime. be kept in.awe. Bus thas -
‘metus. AW E is.nogood kecper of a laffing pease_r.. ) .
Cicoffehz.  Right Honourable,. Ir. will. be Your wWifdomse and
Howinki gratiq Glory, to belp on this Treaty, Ulquead aras: [ofawrre
nls gratia GLOTY P on ¥ 2 ” :
Numinis-veve- asmnay flandwith piery and verity : with. fafesy.and. fecurity
mzf L “of Churchand State.. - . 8
. That.under G.0-\D, Ye may. be. luizy instruments-bere~
Z; two_things - are requwifit€ , both on Yout own .be-
i Ife and- alfo on she behalfe of all the.Pcople of this
Xand , mboms a goed ifiuc of she Yreaty doth . com-

Xo. Sewnd




. The Epittle Dedicatory.
. 1. SowndRepentance, : P

2. Hearty Praier.

- QuF [inngss oxr finnes have made the breach. Our

Repentance maff make to the repairing ofthe breach. The
ople repented them for Benjamin; becaufe the
oxp had mmade a breach in the tribes of Ifrael,

Fudz.21.15. . _

Their Cayfe wes juft, yer they vepented when they faw Deviteria fisi
how grear the breach was. Theydidnot fo much glories % tanmmgre
in their viddory, as grievefor the deftruition of a Tribe s yiads tribas
in I/"‘CI: . . T 2fvaeletice coms

Andis not the breach made among wus a great breache Ty
Surel; i;zk great like the' Sea. Who can heal thee, 0 9..i.PJ.}dg..'|.
England? ‘ .

&;Ie, and He only, mvi:o may meit properly be called, The Ruife eppenit:
repairer of the breach. "0 hims therefore ler ws pray ;:‘Hﬁ’,’{";,',’,‘::;
and [ay, O G o p, thou haft caft usoff : thou haft {cac- B, ss.
tered us: thou haft been difpleafed : O turn thy felf 1o Frufra opera-
us again. Thou haft made the carthtotremble : Thou fyersr exiriges

haft broken it. Heal the breaches thereof, for it fha- cus,nifi crearor
keth. imtrinfecus la-

- Al ontward endeawours of workmen will be in vain, wnleff bt it
the Creatosr doe alfo inwardlywork. Knew for certain, that 1‘,’“’"‘}‘: wos
moré may be dove by praiers 10 G O D, then by perfvafions borduite s
wnb wen. ) exbortationibute

My Lords, Tscencerneth Yon moff of all 20 take care s 555 % Bos.
of thes Matxer : forthe L O R D hath made You, together
with the Honourable Houfe of Commons, Pillars to fup-
pors this State_r.

Mention is made of two Pillars which Salomon miade in I'>} & W3
the Termple : Theone whereof ke called]’?? Jachin : and the s fent_ propria
other 93 Boaz noming lreri

- A derivatur @312
, : Thofe !



The Epi&le Dedicatory..

et mge | Thofetwo words are ufed as proper names.. The former m-
f;,’ vectum,  porteth, fraitnes. Thelater, ftrength. i "7 Ly
Attciem & Wy .. If Pillars whereon Edifices doe vest be mot a5 Jachin and
obfirmavir.zude Boaz,. fireight and ftrong y they canmor beferviceable s, -
TV rbar Iftheybewor fireights but crosked,. the building refting on
theem, may [way afide. - Ifthey benot firong, but weak, and
the ?Z;{m refting onthem,beavy, they may fail,and she build-
17 - - . : .
gIncegrity and magnanimity willdo much for guieting onr
prefent diftyactions. o - S
The L O RD pouy npon you the [pirit of Counfel wnd
Courage. ; - S o
My Lords, I am:

o o o Toﬂr}:mbl;ééﬁw' "

~ Blackfriers London.
: 19.8(13_:.1648. .




o The Right War:
A DI R EC TION
Obtammg good Succeffc ina

S wexghty Enterpnfe.

E ZRA. 8.21.
Then Iproclaimed a f45% shere,ar the rz'verA bnw,tbat
“. .- wemight afflict onr [elves before oty God.to feck of
. bins avight way for us, and, ' for our listleones , and
far alI our ﬂbﬂam'e. o

. ‘His text is taken outof the firft of thoﬁa ol f;’;’ Neke-
‘three Hiftoricall books, which the holy ™ ="
Ghoft faw.mcet to be recorded for all ages, -
oncerning the ftate ofthe: Jéwith Church,
dfter their returnfrom the:r feventy years cd- Three Parriots
,ptlvlty uriderehe! Badyloniins. . - - iy
They ha.dr.hree famous Patriots,’ who cach of them rufsicm,
Lt ) B _ one




T2 A Sermon preacbed before the

one after another, came to Fermfalems for fome {peciall
: goodtothe Church of God. : o
Zorobbabel | = . Zyrubbabel, 20 re-gdific the Temple: which, not-
piam. Civites Withftanding the many impediments which hemet with-
extrultact fob all, avlength he effeGed. - :
Dleemia Hier. 3. EZra, roreform Religion : which notwithftanding
in Efa, ‘the many corruptions he found there, he brought to.
e. . .

" 3. Nehemsiah, tomake upthe wals of their City, for
their better fafety and fecurity : which notwithftanding
dagm n:lany oppofitions made ;againft him, he accom-

e .

. That which is here fpoken of inmy Text,was done by
the fecond of thofe Patriets : who was a pious Prieft,and
a prudent Governour.. s
:“g:af"";ﬁ:.‘; " That he came to Fersyfalem; to refarm Religion, and
legem. Aug.de TOfettlethetrue worfhip of God,-and a good govern-
Mir.5,5.63 ¢« ment in the €hurch, is evident by thisteftimony given
33, unta-him, Ezrekad prepared bis hears, o feck the law of she -
Lord, and 10 docis, andtoscachin Ifrael ffatutes andjudge-
memts, chap.7.3¢. Somuchisalfoevident:by that charge
which ¢drtaxerxes King of Perfia dnhis leters patents.
thus gave unto him, Thow ar: fens to enquire.cancerss Fn-
daby anidGerufatenss aocording so the. lan:gfbj God which is.sm
thine hand, ‘and so carry the filver wod goldshickh shéking
and bis conncellers have freelyoffered unio tbe God of Ifracl,
c.chap.7.74,15523- _ : IR
Theend which:he aimed ar, beingawvery weightyand
. worthy end, -he prudently ufeththe beft théans, chac he
" could finde warranted -in 'Gods ‘Word , for .good fuc-
~ ceffein his underiakings thereaboue. .- Tthat means ‘be-
ing hereferdown in my. Text, -Lpaffe byialbbicpaifages,
aad dise@ly cometo my Text. S ™
- e




Righe banosrabie Howfe of Peers.Seps.12:1648. = 3
- sThe Summeofitis, 4 Direlfion for cbraining gosd (we- Tre Summeot
cefSinaweisht ,mufr,éﬁ. e - 77T che Texn

I fuppofe that this generalt Sumame, doth- fufficiently
demoaonttrace how»ﬁamleﬂﬁs Textis for our prefent
occafion : whichisto cravea blefling of God upon the
. Treatytobe had betwixt his Majefties and our Parlia-

ments Commiffioners. -~ .~ -7 . P .

The firf particle in my Texe, tranflated #4224, is in the The meaning
Hebrew a copulative conjunion ) #au, awd. Tt knisteth of the words.
rogesher the eare that Ezrs had in gathering vogether
fuch perfons as were needfull for-him , and might be
vicfull and helpfull unto him (verfe 18, 19y a@. )

;_.nd the means bvl;g-ich by Gdt:ds'emoe&w warrsatcd “‘?;_ﬂ:, helps
or procuring & ing upon their avaurs. “Flhushe ;0" n
jbyt!;zh hmr;agine helps,and divine afiflance sogether. He lg’iegi;ﬁh':}?ﬁ
dothsbéand sher. 'To omit humanc warranted helps, is

totempt God ¢ as the devil would have Chrift done,

when he bid him caft himfelf down from-the pinacle of

the Temafle, there being ordinary means whereby he .
min:f elydefcend, A€s5.4.5,6. ~ Totruft to humane

helps without God is to negle& God, and to prefume ;

as A fadid; 2 Chrom.16.23. In his difeafe be fonchs mos s0

ehe Lord, éus 16 the Phyfitians. Thereby he brought Gods

wxa:t upon himfelf. S i

“The insendment of the copulative particle in this place
is well exprefled by this conjunétion of gime, Tben.  Far
he gathered them together that fiould help him,and z4es,
foughta blefling of God. - -

When he faw it meer that a Falt fhould be kepe, then Goyernours
he proclaimed it, Ipraclsimed, faithhe. EXra; whodid muft proclaim
this, -‘wasappeinted by the King of Perfiz, under whofe
;unfd_x&xgn allehe Jews then were, tobe a Governour:

Forthe King appointed him<o feg other Magiftrates over
: - 2 . <he
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the people, chap.-.25. which. fheweth thac he ‘had au-

I:hc_)m:y over them. Acleaft he was, underthe King, the

chiet Governour ofthefe Jewsthat went aleng with-him.

This therefore which here he doth,: is an:authoritative

act.He doth it as a:Governour. - Governoursufe to inake

proclamations. . . L et )
‘Toproclaimimpliethewothings, .« cm 7 = - -
- 1. Togive piiblike notice and warning of ‘2 thing to
- be donel. “T his iifeth to be done openly by an Herald or
NIPNY * publike Crier. "The * hébrew' word implieth-that it was”
denéby voice; - v - - N
< -4x ‘Tolayacharge upon thofeto whom thacnotice-is
"’ _givenroobfervethefame. - - i i D oags L onm
~. 2 Thusthe folemn feafks 6f ‘the law at- thejt appointed:
times were proclaimed, ' Lewit.23.4.  This:‘Jebofbaphat.
proclaimed a faft, 2 Chrom.20.%. and the King'and peo-
ple of Ninewek, Jon.3.5,7. - Herein wicked -7e3abel-did
impioufly imitdte a pious pradtice, I KiAg.zvig, il
=% - That which was here prochimed: was affaft. . A ‘reli-
- gious faft is a forbearing of todily refrefhments to ‘make
. one fitter for pious duties. - C S e
Eafting and 1 A faft-is here {ynecdochically -put for praier alfo:
prajer mult g0 mrhus' much is evident; by this phrafe added inthis dire-

i &ion, Tofeckof Godaright way: and by joyning tboge-
_therthefétwo (werfe 23. ) Wefafted and befought cur Ged.
for this. Oftarerheletwo fafting and praicrjoynedtoge-

ther; as Nehcm.1.4. Daniil9.3. Lake2.37.-Mat. 17.21a

AcZ.13.3.¢0 14.23. 1 Co7.7.5. This word, faftis o't ufed

{fynecdochically,- for praieralfo,as z Chrom. 20+ 3. : Jer.

36: 9. Jonap 3-6. Adfaft, fimplyand fingly:-confider-
ed'inand by it {elf; is but fuch a bodily exercife.es profitei
Little. .y Tim.4.8. For- as- mout commenderlj #s s10¢ Yo God
( 1 ¢or.8.8. ) 1o nor fafting. But fafting joyaed-with

o0 : © praier




_ Righe boronrdlds Heafeof Peors Sépt.12.1648. 3
praierisof fingular ufe (it being rightly and duly-ufeds)
and thar in ehreeelpeciall refpeétss . .0 10 - o)
<+ 11 Tevsa means ofquicknihga dull fpirisg: and: roufing co prits -
upddrobfiebody. " Ye know: that earing and deinking 1» jejuniss, e,
ulé:to: fead vapours into:chei head which-niakea mhan 9¢em plurimun
droufic inbody,and hicavy infpirit. . Now fafting pre- rid aes 5 s
venteth ' thefe :impediments,~ and: théreupon putteth Eplrax,
a. kindeof lifevinto a:man.; and: maketh’ him-to pour
out-hi§ fpirit i praierthe moreardently, . . .-
- 128 Trenablethra man to continué longer in his_devoti.
on.. A man-dfter catingand drinking cannot-fo:long hold
ouriinduties ofpietyas heg that faftéth.” . Refidesthattime
whichulethivo be fpentin emn?, drinking and vther rgg
frefhmentband delighesy is dagh: fefting ‘gained for: praier
and:other facred:duties. - Well obferve the, moft.ardent
and long ¢ontinued {Upplications in Scriprure,
fthallfinde them'fopported:by faing i o3 20, 2 5 .05
+i gaFafting iswvilible tetificat ionipf Qur atdent prdiess sojwiincs
anid of burearndft defiretb!obtain thas swhich-we pray fo; G o
intHaf,by-our voluntary abflaihing: ffomeur bodily foad fans ey, Sam
and.ogher deliglits.of che body, ws:liews .that we prefer forfiqus fir n
thethingthat we prayifor; befoné theunsNea talting @.”;’%“c’g’;‘;}'ﬁt
isqot'only atetificatian of our husmillagionas- butt s Rodrg tn Mats
2 means ta humble the foul the friore ;- for thac:is the &' B
ufe 'of :outwird dites , - both: ltg teftifie the ; inward - )
:difpofision of.the. foul ’ he
smores:ty i Taneld Hnen g s Fieianen T biens
The place where thisieligious diity wasperformed. -is =W
Airft indefinitely fet. downy -under chis relative, there. It
-hath reference to.ver. 15 where mention is made of EXras
-gethering sogether:fiichias thould gé: with him: to. Pernfa-
desm; At that place-where they Were gathered'together,

*

therethey keprthisfaft, - - .-

I

B3 " 2.In.



6 . asamonpreached beforethe

R . In particularchis place isfet aut by & river whiich-
NI ranalongbyic: foritis herefaidrobe, ¢ the river (d-
The tivir 4=  bawa. Lhisname is thricetufed in this Chapter: asin
boue: this text, inthe 15,& 33 yerfes. - We do not efewhere
reade of thismame, either infacred Scriptuse; or in any
othér Authour. The Sepruaginttranflate it, <0wi Some
take A hsvitobethename ofa Town: and this river
o be forcalied, ‘bécanfe itdidrunto Akavs %s rfi35.).
Many rivers art called by the namesof thtfe Towns
which they run along by. “Thismay bethe fame thacis
by other Authours calléd < sdisva.. Fofephws in the c-
leventh book &nd. . fifth Chapter of the  «JInrigwitics
the : Féwes 5 faith ; That. this -faﬁ:-; was: . kept. by.
-Ewplrates. ' It may .be chat this. river did- fiyeam our
of Ewphyates , &r into it , as fiindry rivers did in fundscy
laces. : e T
Afaft kept by P But aot to infitt wpon the gitle, cerminly the place
2 fiver fide, |, Which is here defcribed by the: river, was 3 fair and fit
Legimma 20 Slaice fot the Ifraeliter to affemblethem@lves togerher in:
dires in exsetfs like that place which was by a rivers:fide nearto Phikippi ;
ongiur 1 wadt where praier wes wontto Be made by Chriftians, A¢,
guvalerepe- 16.78. Thercweitin the Countrey of Babylen smany
rentis agfellum, (et viversy sad goodiﬁapaﬁu,res,« yeitand woods too.
fuamvetitienis $8ereuato the Pfalmift alludeth, Pfal 137.%.2. in thefe.
awit. Bcet . 16. Words, By the tivers of Babylem there we fate down,82¢. They
- being manyand the ‘fdm conventient,theré they perform
" their folemn facred duties. The affe@ion of him that prai-
eth bsmorc:r_efudcd thenthe place. .. - R
In .pafling from she charge.to the ends of giving i, -
we may obferve achange of number. The charge about
fuch a thing is thus fef. down.in thefitgnlar number, 7 pre-
cluimmed: But the expreflion of the-ends.nthe plurall,chus, -
Thas W E E micht afflict o7 R [elyes, &c. Theﬁ:nn.g:




Righs bonourable FHoufe of Pects. Sepeni2a648.

7 -

a& of proclaiming the faft, belonged only to the chief

Governour, which atthat time EJrewasto thofe Jews:
- butthe fater ads, of affliting themfelves, and iceking
of Geod a sight way, wese cornmon duties apperzaining
toshemall ; andferthe good ofthemall : In whichre-

- fpé& che numberis juftly and fitlyaltered, and thefe plu-

nalsufed, W E, OF R, V'S« . B

" Tthat which:is here fet down as one end of their fa-
fting, in thisphtaf®, Thst we.mighs afflic? ourfeives, fhew-

The excenr of
afaft vo afflix
ones felf.,

ethehe extentofatmefaft. Ivmufi be a faft that may DR

befelr : and shacfofarre, asthey who keep it, may finde
' and fecla warit ofthat whizh they have ;ﬁ,‘:'bem. ‘This
-may beonebrnchof a . Chritians felf-deniall, -volunta-
rily to forbear that which:nagure requires, snd notte af-
ford unto itthat which it craveth.  AfflicZing themfeluges
‘here meant, extendeth bath to mensbodies, and alfo to
theirfouls: Fora mansfelf dothnerconfift of .body on-
Ady. . Thisextent ofa faltisby the law thus exprefied,

" Ye [ball afflickyenr fouls, Levit.16.29. The body .is.af- pody and foul
Aided,

d, whes-ir ;is denied -ngceffazies, o much and fo
dong dsitis very-{eafible of the swantrhersef : by.a fym-
whymhei‘anl‘fﬂiﬁvmy;:her,ew&i;h—bc;ﬂﬂiﬁede. Batthe

oulis furtherafflited, when it is grieved and difquict-

«d u?mjhe ;ﬁzmh_ shenfion of Gods difpléafure .and wrach
Aforin, yeasad foroftending his farherly .goodnes.:.and
isthereupondeeply humbled and caft-down. By shis

kindeafafBiRiag.ones {elf, thebady is-kept-ander.and
" brought into ﬂ;ufi_e.&iqn, fl;tfsﬂwﬁ:ﬁ}zéﬂd};:féf% it

affliGed.

MNondixit, pere
40 ¢ pusio ;. .

sirto fubjeckiom; fpirh the Apoftle, 1.6979.27. Hese he fdcatigo e

0 fervitudinen

wiethitwo wardswehighcarr :mohsmghﬁﬁs,;éwééw,:l it

kesprander; 30l stiasaane, Ehringiato
HosmBr WRrdi: Llgen
ftriveth for the maftery:: fordthath rafarencoto. she 25.

ubjeGion. : SEhe Domint f, nom

"Clhampios:or Weefl{ersbac c"f;; ff;;u_‘}‘,

in1Cor.g..

wverfe, .

=



3 < <A Sermon _prmcb:d before she. % ‘,’,i

“werfe, where tention is mide of ménthas: firive-for the
‘maftery. Thelaterword hath réferciice to Mafterssthic
. ptudently~ keep their fervants undery, €fpecially when
S;;{“,,‘,j‘,’,;;'?,;‘j they beginto wax infolent orwanteg: v Bythebody he
adverfa carné meansthe old man, whickis called‘abody of Ain;: Rowzs
pugwe. | The g.6.andche flefh'which lufteth againtt the [piric,gal.5:x 7.
patl. t lo Queft. Doth not this fcem to juftifie that which the A-
poftle condemneth in this phrale, <oadic odual®- » negle-
L &ing or not{paring the body ¢ Col.3.23."
Difficenct bes  _ysfw. -Surely no. Thereisagreat deal of difference
:;“;;;:;“3:“:3 betwixt the Apoftles minde and meanmg in thc one s.nd
der,and negles i0 the other place. For
@ing the bady. . Inthe former place the word 5ady is I:Eken ﬁgura.—
txvely as was’ obﬁzrved before. I(T the la;er > pro-
erly. = - '
1;) z?’ Inthe former pla.cc aman is on{y reﬂ:ramcd ﬁ'om
fuch things as mlgh: pleafe the body,. butbe 2 preju-
- -dice-to che foul. ' In t:he later the- ‘nature. of A:na.n«:s
ot we - weakneds - 3 '
o 3. Thebeating down, menﬂoned in theformer placc
better enableth 2 man to-holy ‘duties .« ‘but negledting
the body, in :he later place, do:h ofcidifinable. hl.m :he.r-
“unto.”
4. The former is wa.rram:ed by Gods Word and re-
quired therein,, - pbcf q-> 2. The later is from mans: va.m
invention. :
. 5. TFheformer Is a mattéer eftrut
* later of iypocrifié and: fuperfhnon
Inawotd, by keepingthe bod%r under |:he cor):upc ﬂe{h
 is‘tamed: and yet the ftrength of:a- mans ‘outward body
- not impaired « but by -neglé&ingthe bodys a:imansiout-
. “wardbody confifting of fiefh aad boﬂébissweaknedgﬂaha
yctthe corrupt flefhi notfubdued ST Tb
c

i




Righe bonourable Houfzof Peers,Septeaz. 16 48. 9
The affliting of themf{¢lves mentioned in my textisa

branch of that holy rewesige,which is reckoned upamong

the fruits of godly forrow, 2 Cor.7.t1. and -it is an -evi=

dence of a broken [pirit and comtrite heart; ‘which David

ttileth thefacrifices of God, whick he wilk nos defpife, - Plal.

5Ye K7 - . ~ e
© Becaufe hypocrites in_an apith imitation of the up- Duties of picsy

right, pleadthac they. Sﬂi& their fouls, Tfa.58. 34 it-is (o bedonc be-

hererequired thatit be done éefore God. - Now .all things s3xe

are naked awd openedwuntoshe eyes of bizts (Heb.4.13+) AS shrmigge

abeaftcutup, isinalltheinward partsandintrals open-

ed before the Burcher : or ananatomy before-the Chy-

rurgion :- - Soareall the things of a-man” without and Sram feders
" within, knewn unto God. Geod difcerneth our fecrer %2 ,“i,f,,,'_ N

thoughtsand inward difpofition, Thou understandeft my [peita Dei, boc

thonghts afarre off, faith che Plalmift, Pfal. 139.3. It is Yfniueimo

properto Godalone tafearch the heari and try the reins, ﬁnp:.'z.a..,;s,'.

Jer.x7.10. Thatthereforeis faid to be~-done before God, s

which is donefrom the heart, inwagdly, fincerely. .

_.This the fervants of God doethe rather, becaufe God The Lordin

istheir God in an efpeciall manner. Before 0 & God, E5f the

faith this holy Prieft and fervant of Gaod. - Indeed the

Lordis a fupream Sovercign overall. 44are bis fervamss,

Pfal.119.91. yetthe Ifraelof God, the Churchof God is

achofen Generation, areyall Pricfthood, an hely Nasion, a

Ppecaliar Pesple , ‘1. Pet.2.9. Whonow _fhould doe, that

whichthey undertake, before God, if notthey, who have

& fpeciall right o fay of him, 0 "R God.? This right

they have by vertue of their union with. Chrift: who

thusfaith , 7 afcendunso my Father and your Father, andto

wy.God andyowrGod, Joh.ao.ry: . T = :
“Befides by this{peciall relation #heir God,fehovah,who The Lord is
isthe only tzue God, is diﬁinguiged from the gods gf notasan Idof.

. - ) . the
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to
che Heathen, even from idols, wWhich havé mouths bus
(peak ot = eyes, but fee not = ears, but hear not; S&c. Pfa.
115.5,6.8%. - S
god(e_ck of Thatwhich followethin thefe words, to feek of bins,
od isto pray.

men vipab fetteth down the moft proper end of ‘a- Faft, and of the
=7 7= extent thereof, by afflicZing ones felf, which is fubordi-
nateto fecking of God. To feck of God, isall one as to pray
unto God, and callupon him. They are therefore oft
joyned together, ‘asfynonima, words or-phrafes of one
and the fame fignification. A sk,and it fball be given you -
Jeckyand you [bakl finde, faith Chrift, adar.y.7. Tam foughr.
| 8f thens 1 hat asked not for e, I am foundof them that fought
menot, {aith the Lord,Z(2.65,1. In theleand many other
" like places,to ask andTeck, are -put for thefame duty,
namely, to pray. The Metaphor of feeking implieth a care-
full ufing of means for obrtaining that which we defire.
In this refpeét the Church thus fZith, Zwill feck birswhons
ey foul lovesh, Cant.3:2. - ST S
Now becaufe God only could give that which in my .
text was foughr.they make their addreflé to God to feek
ef him. : : © e L
way is ‘Thatwhich they feek is here in generall fiid to be 4
0w 507 rightway. This may be taken literally'or metaphorical-
"7 77 ly. According to the letrer it implieth a fafe and profper-
ous journey :namely, Thatthe Lord would be pleafed fo
to-direét them,as they might not wanderout'of the way:
nos-by enemies;or any other means forced to Ay this way
and ehatway, butthacthey might fafély comieto Jerafa-
Leam,which was the end of their journey.Inthis fencé it i
faid of God,in relation to his people drunother time; He
led ihem forsh by the R IG HT VW AX; that théy mighigoe
20.the city of babitation, Pfal. 107.7. That thus much is
hereintended, is eviilent by the reafon of this Faft, thus
. . ) —~ fex

What:a ;—igb:
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‘fet down in the nextver{e, For I was afbamed to require of
the Kingabandof fouldiers, and borfinen, Yo help w5 againft
the enemyintheway. :

.. Metaphorically a Way is put for a. mans converfation
or catirfe of life, andchisis counteda right way, when it
is'ordered accordiag to the rule of righteoufnefle which
is’Gods Word. Tothispurpofcthe Pfalmift thus prai-
eth,” M ake wie to underflandihe wayof thy precepts = And
thus promifeth, 7 will runsne the way of thy commandments,
when thoy [bals enlarge my beart,P{.119.27,32. This way is
called a good way, Jer.6.16. and a perféc? way, Pf.101.2,6.
. . Thoughthe literall féence of a.profperous journey be
here efpecially intended : yet it may al(obe extended to

the metaphoricall fence of a good courfe oflife. - Whatto be
That which they here feek, they feek for many: - - 'l;"g‘; rf?c’l-vm

¥. Forthemfelves, For 7S, fay they s forevery one 33
is his own keeper, and hath a charge of himfelf : every
one muft ‘care for himfelf and for his own welfare:
and every oneis to give an account of himfelf to God,

- Rows.14.12. L : ' o

- 2. They feeka right way far their little ones. Hereby a Ourchildren
are meant theirchildren : fuch as could not feek their 7’5—"?5”
own good.. The Hebrew word 519 zaph, is indeed o
of the fingular number, and never ufed in the plurall,
yet tranflated in the plurall, Zirzle omes : for it is
a collectiveword, and fignifietha company of childreng
and of fuch-ascanfcarce go. 'Orifthey do'go,they do it
weakly and flaggeringly. ‘They waddle, as wefpeak.
The verb that cometh from the fame root, is applied to
the gate of haughty women, and thus tranflated, Ain-
ing «s they go, ortripping nisely, Ifa.3.16. Thechildren
comprifed under the Elebrew word, were fuch as they,
of whom God thasfaith, There are more then fixfcore »

. i 2 thoufand
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thonfand perfors, that cannot difcern betwixt their right Band
andtheirleft, Jon.a.x1. They that were ofage and un-
derflanding, whether male or female, Governours .or
under government, joynedalltogetherin the-Faft, and -

are comprifed under this particle 7S.  But the Ztrle,

ones,-who could not joyn with them in_that holy

?ucy,,are here diftinguifhed from them, and arepraied. .

or: ST

3 Our fub- 3+ With little ones they-joyn all their fubffance. - That
fance ., alfothey pray for. Underchis phrafe,. 44 sur (ubffance, .
a:w;gﬁa cattell of all forts are comprifed, asbullocks, kine,horf=

==+ es, camels,afles, fheep, goats; even all kinde of living

and unrcafonable creatures, thatthey carried withthem,

and werefortheir ufe: and all manner of heufhold ituﬂ’-,-’
and other goods that they. had ; even the filver and the -
gold, andveflels tharwere givento the.ufe ofthe~Tem-
ple, whereof mention is made, chap. 7. 15,16. &c.
The hebrew word is W20 recufb. It ufeth to be diftine
guifbed from fonls : namely,.from perfons that. had rea-

fonable fouls: as Gen.12.5. whereitis faid, That 4byam

tosk. Lot and afl their fubflance , - and the fouls that they had

goiten :-and Gen.xrg.21. where the King of Sodom faid up-

10 Abram, Giveme the perfons..(heb. fouls) andtake the

goods (heb. fubflance ) to1hy felfc L

Tesperatia f Thusthele Jews extended their humble and- earneft
defuerini peren- {pphication unto God, not only forthemfelves and their.
dafanr Dane children, but alfo for their outward ¢ftate : “even their |

de 4. madi s
aad " temporall and worldly commodities. .

“This of the meaning of the words.. . The logicall refo-

lution of them follows. . - : ~
Therefoluden  The Summe of the text being as you heard, s D/
RERES yection for obraining good [uccefSin a weighty enterprife, Two
generall points ar¢ efpecially {et down therein. . he
B ' ‘ . 1.. The .
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1. The Meansufed; whichwasa Faff.

2, The E»ndswhy the mears were ufed. ..

‘About the means there isexprefled; ..

1A Preparationthereunto.

2= The Exécwtion thereof. C

‘The Preparation was by a Proclamation. -
‘The Execution is fet down, wverf.23.
- 'The Proclamation is aroplifieds .
1. By the Perfon that canfed it = I proclaimed i, {aith the
Governour.
. 2. Bythe Place wherethe means wasappointed to be
ufed,and that-. . : :
" x. In generalljin this relative particlesthere.-.

2. Inpasticular, 42 the river Abava

The Endsweretwo. - - ) -

Onefubordinate, Tharwe mighsafflict onr felves Here -
the particles of' the.gluralln number WE E, 0 ¥ R, are re-'
markable. - :

‘;I‘be other end is the. moft. principall, 70 feck of
God. . B ) '

The former is amplified by the -Perfos before whom
they afflicted themfelves, who'is ftiled their God : Befsre
onr Ged.. S - . ’

“Thelater is amplified by the fubjec# matter thar they
Jought; A 7ight way.: and by the abjed#s for which they .
" foughe t. o : i :

T he Objedts were of two kindes. .. .

1. Perfons. Themfelves, andtheir Little omes. .
2. Things. Altheir fubflance.

Theologicall Obfervationshencearifingarethefe; . Thiologicall

1. From the Perfon that enjoyned all, T obferve, That obfirvations.

Publike dutics muft bavetheir [anction (Fom publike Go- Obferw.1. -
vernmrs. . - : - . :

C:3 To
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Rex epiferpori T'o fuch Governoursit belongethi to obferve the. paf-
nadan o fagesof Gods providence, and toconfider what warrant-
conuacavir- . able publike duties are by the. direGtion of Gods Word
Sawl.s.e.8.  called for, at fuch and {uch times, and thereuponto en-
joyn a publike obfervation of fuch duties: to ‘give war-
rant-and liberty for performing them : and to fee them
duly done. . .
2. Fromthe Proclamation Iinfer, That
obferv, 2, Warming isto be givem before hand of  publike, folimn, [a:
‘ cred duties. - N .
The Proclamarion mentioned in the text,was madeto .
giveall the people notice and warningof the Faft. “This
is the rather tobe done, thatall of all forts whom it con-
cerneth may from their {everall habitationsaffemble to-
gether : and that they may hdve {ome convenient time to
prepare themf{elvesthereto. . - R :
3. From the Means hereenjoyned,which was a Faft,jc
- is evident, That Ilrb , N d a ‘ :
Fafting is an efpeciall help to extraordinary praier.
g,f{f: :’,,',,3 PR 'Tf:{:irﬁlee:ingﬁ wasto pray. Their faﬁigg to do that
propter jejuniii, duty more powerfully. Praier is pot for faRting, buc_fa- 7
f;“;zf";:zi ,. fting forpraier. Itishere faid, chat they fafted ¢0 feck of
nem. Chryl. Godaright way . andche iflue thereof is thus exprefled,
bom.as.in  werf.23. Sowe fasted and befought our God for this, and be
Mat-5. was intreated of ws. Mofttofthe powerfull-and effeGuall
praiers recorded in Scriprure,were poured forth on a day
of faft. Chrift faith ofa devil, that by no other means
can be caft out,that it may be caft out &y praier and fafting,
¥ art. 1721, . :

4. From the Place where this Faft was kept,
which 'was at the »iver Adhava : an open._agnd com-
mon place, never before fet apatt: It may beinferred;
‘Thas- - .

In
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Rex epifeporz T'ofuch Governoursit belongethito obferve the pafs
ﬂ;‘t‘f";xa‘,zﬁ fages of Gods providence, and to confider what warrant-
conuacauit-  able publike dutiesare by the direction of Gods Word
Sacrd.5.6.8.  called for, at fuch and {uch times, and thereuponto en-
joyn a publike obfervation of fuch duties: to give war-
rant-and liberty for performing them : and to fee them
duly done. ) ] E
2. Fromthe Proclamation Iinfer, That
Obferv. 2.~ Warning is 10 be given beforchand of publike, folémn, [a:
| cred duties. - Tl

The Proclamation mentioned in the text,was madeto
giveall the people notice and warningof the Faft. ‘This
1s the rather tobe done, thatall of all forts whom it con.-
cerneth may from their (evex::ll habitarions affemble to-
gether : and that they may hdve {foine convenient time to
prepare themf{elvesthereto. . - ) TR

3. From the Means hereenjoyned,which was aFaft,ic

- is evident, That /l‘h y . ;' .
Fafting is an efpeciall help to exsraordinary praier.
g,ﬁ[f: w3 e 'Tf{:irﬁleetingﬁ wasto pray. Their faﬂigg ‘to do that
propeer jejuniiz, duty more powerfully. Praierispot for faRling, buc_fa.:
fegianiem o fing forpraier. Itis here faid, thac they fafted ¢o feck of
nem. Chryl. Godaright way . andche iflue thereof is thus exprefled,
bom.as.in  werf.23. Sowe fasted and befought our God for this, and he
Mat. 5. was intreated of ws. Moftofthe powerfull-and effectuall
praiers recorded in Scriprure,were poured forth on a day
of faft. Chrift faith ofa devil, that by no other means
can be caft out,that it may be caft out &y praier and fafting,
c¥at.17.21. . .

4. From the Place where this Faf was kept,
which 'was at the »iver dhava : an open.and com-
mon place, never before fet apate: It may beinferred;
Thas _ - :

In
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need any conveniens place may be taken for dnties Obferv. 4.
. UVt nobis mes

Intinseof
eff pro univer-

of pietye.
1{dy, in time of need, becaufe when there is free liber- ¢ 200 “01* 7
" ty.for people to meettogetherin publike places fet apart wig fuidinu
for publike duties, itistheirduty and it will be their wif- £7eces. Theoph,
dome to take. {ich opportunities, and to make the beft 7 * " >
ufeofthem that they can. But whenfuch places cannot
be conveniently reforted unto, bounden duties are not
thereupon to be negledted. This isto make the fubftanse
give placetothe. circumftance. Chrifts promife of be- -
ing with his, isthus indefinitely- fet down, PVhere 1wo o7
three are gatheredtogether inmy name, there am I in the midft
of them, Mat.18.2¢. . . C
- 5. From the Perfonsthat obferved the duty, fet down
inthé plurall number, under this particle #7£, it may be
- gathered, That ~ e - <
For ebtaining common and publike blefSings, means are> Obféerv.s.
joyntly to be ufedby all sobons it copierns. : . Eoquzbantur
The Proclamation here made tended, to that end, Fios woore:
namely to gather them all together for performing the bus fuit impe-
duty mentioned. A little afeer this, whenanother occa- ;:i“;;;‘ ?‘:ﬁ .
fion of performing a publike duty was given; they Were fern.o. deort.
not only by Proclamation fummoned together, but al- Dem.
foa ftri& penalty was laid upon fuchas thould not come,
Chkap.10.7,8. By the aflemblingof many together, muen
mutually ftir upthe zeal,and inflame the affeCtionof one
another : and when imany joyn bodies and {pirits in per-
forming one and the fame duty ‘of piety together,. that £xceta o
duty is the more honourableto God, and.she more pow- couzregasiore
erfull and prevalent with him. - If God-account-himfelf 45 & jorei.
honoured by one mans calling:uponhim; heisthe more jwerins duo e
honoured by many mens joyning togethex therein..... A's 7¢5, &re.

Chryf bom, 20,

thegathering together.of many waters makestheftrongs i +es:: o,
. . er.
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er ftream, and the voicesof many ‘together; the-louder
found, forthejoynt praiers of maay. - Thisvery reafon’is.
prefled in his Majefties Proclamation for a publike ‘gene- -
rall folemn Faft, #aly3: :625. inthele words, 77 bums-:
" blehope and confidence, thatwhen both Prince. and people to-
gether thronghout the whole Land, [hall joyrn in one common
and [olemnn Devosion, of fending up their faishfull andrepen;-
ing praiers, to _Almighty God 4t once inflamt of time, the o
[ame [hall be meore available'to obtain that mercy, help and
comfort from bim, which in the prefems importamt occafion,
this Church and Common-wealrh doe fBand in need of.
6. From the fubordinate End, which was toaffli
themfelves, I gather;That RRRTIS : s
obferv.6. A folemsn Faft mnft be fuch an one x5 may befelt. :
Forthis end ofold they fafted long.  E#ber required,
T has they fhonld nos eat , nor drink three dsies nighe or day,
Efth.4.16. In thofe hot countries, they could longer
forbear food, then we inthefe cold countries cans; and
therefore did forbear till they were aflited. - For this
end in Ninevet they reftrained ‘even their beafts from
fodder and water, 707.3.7. They did alfo put on fack-
cloth withathes, and lay infackcloth and. athes,  Ef4.4.
2ejumiam f dif: $33° Allchis was toafflithemfelves the more, and to
orestone s bringunder their bodies. - Ifa Faft be difcreetly order-
tay,omnem car- ed, it will tame the rébellion of the flefh, it will binde
ni rebekionem and keep in compaffe inordinate, and exorbitant moti-
tra ardinavies ONS, @ud fubdue tmmoderate appetites. It will fo re-
motus incippy {train {uch things-as mighe hinder praier, as the foul
Har e v willbe much more freeto flie up alofe. : :
de rejux. 2. From the Perfon before whom they fafted, name-
1y, Before God, 1 obferve, That - -
Obferv.7. ~ Duties of piesy are to be performed as in Gods pre-
en6C. . : : :
We
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‘We oughtto doe nothing,: butas in Eods prefence :
fo, asfetting Gad beforeus.. The word N2 V3 3 bitbhalec,
whereby Enechs walkingbefore. Gad is fetiouts Gern.5: -
24, and which is requifed ofixedbram, Gen. 1.7 1. im=
plieth a conftant, continuall fercing of God before their
cies. Icisofthe feventh hebrew conjugation;. which
- importeth:a frequent and conflant pacforming ofa thing.
Learned and judicious Tvemelins and- fupins. tranflate
that word iwdefincnter ambulare, continually to walk. " If.
we muft in every place, andin every.duty that we take in
hand, doitbefore.God, much moremuft we {o.perform > .
duties.of piety; which hiveakinde ef immediate refpedt o s man
unto God, and wherein we haveimmediately to dowith rarefs in ipfis
him. - Thefeare moft fincerelyto be done, becaufe God 2ébusciass
‘beholds shevery difpofizion of men, and their. purpofes srsorer crrn
while theyaveincheir hearts,. . ./ - ... . . . Serm.s.delopfis
‘. .8.. Erom .this {peciall: note of relation 0.7~ R;- here -
-applied to God-}, thus, Before asr -G 0 D; it appearcth, -
“That - <., .z :u: Ll e el T :
« The Lord is.im fheciall maanner. the God of bis Church. obfirv.8.
-+ Namely; | of ciofkthatprofefle bis name. and -helieve
on him. :; Therefote:fnch-donot only apply it to them-
felves, buralfeothessgive ic untathem: as Nebuchadne? -
_ ar an Heathen Monarch ftiledthe Lord, the Grdof Sha-"
- drach, Melheck, and:-_d bednego, Dan.. 3.28. and Dariue
another .Feathen Monarch;, faid to.Dawiel, Thy Ged
whomt thon ferveft ,8cc.Dan 6.20.Thisis a ground of firong

confidence to believers. L T

9. From the prinsipall End of the Faft, which was,

?h fesk of -God,-Or. ko pray to,Gad, it ismofk manifeft, .-
at T - : : R
Praicr isthe mol¥ primcipall-means of obtaining blefiisn

Hlefiing fom Goodt, promcipal 3 g g blefing otferv. g.
. . ’ D < This
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Bucd Deu ger This means-God himfelf trzh preforibedandenjoyn -
Juam promip:  €d:fonthat end: Thereunto harhvhie madewnany previcus
clementiam per promifes. > Hereapon Saints in:alliages have ufed xhis
o '™ means,and foand ittobeeffectuall. JPhatwhich through
Hicx. com. in  his grace’he promifethjupon shepraiers.of this Saints, the
Dan.g. performeth, ' i :

- ‘6 Brolthe fibjestmatrer ehayis defived; swhich is -

sFighsday ivappears, T ~ = i
Obferw. 10~ Aprofersusiourneymaybefouphroficed. - - - .
: - Nenntheir joarnies are fubject tro many. Hangers.
FhediymeProvitdentevankesp-titemn fafefrom a'l their
ST Gaggery: - Wea, chelcanfovrter dt,thacby mifakingofia .
- souy ey aieay aveidiounre dangerous plows dficncihies -
Nobicipfs as- againfechem. Suffise tslavdsw ot ymuch tending tothar
S ots e pupofe s "Thacin: his journey ‘he-ysme TO @ lewoswant
“Wnur;&rnm  Way,or toa place which wetitewotwaies; “Tathae which
iremus por eumeiimat direttlyxohisjoumicsend; anarpreditrosp of.
ety ¥l Diomicttif¥s 1Sy, to feizenion Himls buvhe dgnoraemly
nofrum Doxa~ fell intothe other way, whereby he efcaped that treop,
tiksumemdess and gonp thew ong wiy,Stirotgh farheft wlbdut;came.
derat ¢ atg, itgFafchPtoBis Joumidseril; cand prailiatGeod for ohacimi-
Jatfme et ur -fal@lofhis way. - \God'givetirtaluetvasfedKic .of him,
s PemEplsTo keepittten vl chiirweaies, Pfalior . v Fhe
circaiinm veni- -FiEathen fuppbfed thar dhiere Wwepe-cersain:gods ~wiio di-,
recuse soni wdG¥ed fch as eatleduporrghierm: in thisirsinlic sway and
72{%,‘:’;,,:;,;.'g@le‘f\"ﬂ-mmﬁ'a‘.*'prdfpt?m\;s Jourrey. Thefe:they-called
tularenur er- TRiDDe | Busindeeditds Pebosubotilyrthar is properly the
st direGerof our waics, In al1by waics ashnonsiedze him, and
@usZeo. Augs Al MEE by pavks i Proweg 6. - “Fliisataydifobe:ap-
:;‘“7{ ad bau. Blitid tot e et phoricallirkerpretation afehis phrafe ;. v
-* vight way.. : : S
B § Fx):omzthe firftforvofipaifons for-wholn'thiey pray,
' which were themsfelues, 1colled, Thael: = w7 7

Ben.
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- Memmnfh.e[fiectully [ack blefTing forthemfelaess... . f:i;t;liw obferw.1r.

., Every manisncarefhtohimieclf: andamans.fel

sule ofthe love of his neighboyr : forthus faith the Lawg
Thos foals loveshyneichbeor asshy felf, Mat.22. 39.. Emay
ke from:hence fuch:aninference as: the Apoitle: doth
from a Bifhopsruling his own houfl;. IF & mam kwons xet.
komrp rale bis.amm houjes  hosn fball hetakeaare oftthe: Chusols
fGod.3 1 Timi.3:5. Inlikemanperif .4 mare know: noc
hewto.feekhisawn good,, how:flipll herake care forthe

goodefotherse . ... oL ool
~. 12+ -Framthe fkcond:fomg.of Aenfans;which: were their
Ezﬁ@mfa-l-ﬁlsah;xgb%:cﬁm,"l‘du._.:, IR

. Blefringistoba (onght;for omr-younc children.. . obferv.iz.”
. Ewventor fuchascannot in far themfrives..” Their: form.x2

welfare is a theans of continuing notthe world snly; but:
the Churchalloinghe warld;, . Werare moitall and {liall
notalwaigs.abide heretofervethekord.. As ourfithers, = -
who ferved God intheirgeneratians,. dre -gane;, for fhalk
wga&E:aﬂéﬂinm&'b , 2 Godh Mh@mmom Burbs
acuring Gods blefling on oux Aisslavms;they mayigrow:
gx;,} &h?ygmay JInpw GadjandfSrve.Hior: iiv eheir: ggl";om-'
tion,- after we aretakénfyam ehem:; - This may the e~
ternall. Gad be everluflinglys(ervedby moreall men= one
generation ferving him after another. . To fharpen. our
praiess; and frougthenou; fithincmaving a- bl 1 for
‘our little ones, wermay pleail beforé Gad that: which
God himfelf faisof the childremofthe 7fFaslizes;that they
were borntokimy andwerehischildren; Ezek. 16,20,21.
(Oncthis groundxthougheurunwarthincfle make us- fear
that God may curfe them rather then. blefié-them; be«
caufethey are. enrs,. yet we may;hevewith.uphold aur {pi-
ritsithat they.are Geodsehildren, boraro-him :and theres
upon pray that Gad foxhis ewmfake wonld bleffe thems
Fab . T D2 23. From

Rl
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) 13. From the Things for which God was fought,
+ . whichiate here called, AL their fubflances it appears,
Thae! =g . . B i T H
oblirv.13. - “Blefiing may be fonght of God for our temiporall eitate:
Om{;aiﬂa bgib . .':T}£ ffurthype{i‘ti%n 'oJ;the Lords prgigr (Giwe ss-this
f,;l’;:’efzﬁ?,“;' dayour daily bread, Mat. 6. 3+:). giveth evidence to the-
Nepureris guod truth hereof. - Though, through mans grdinary’ abufe
atiquis ikapoies ofthe goods of this world, Chrift flileththem, Mammon
vt darerihl. of umrighteoufneffe, yetheadvileth ustomakito onr felves
Enarin B35, friends thereof, Luk.16.9. They are neceffary for the
very. being of ous bodies: dLife, healch, firength, ‘are
preferved by them. They'may-bea mears of tontinning
the Miniftery of Gods. Word-and Ordinances amongus -
and we' by themmay be many waies helped, even about
the fervice of Geod. TR B L LA
I ‘Thefe are the diftin& Inftri&ions which ‘this rexe af-
fordeth. - T hey are many and weighty. - I canhot beex=
e&ed that I thould handle them all at this time in any
arge manner. : I will therefore: colleét - one genérall -ob:
fervation, - whereinthe main feapgand - drife: of the text
fhall be fet forth:and which'ihall comprifélnder it,moft,
if not all, of the points before notéd: Teisehis; .+
In-amattey extracrdinary, extraordinary meansmnfibe s
. “ﬁd. . . N . B - < - P

7 Tofhew that this do@riné isthe main intendment of

“The generall
Do&iiac,

my:lext; two thingsare tobe demonftrated. - o
- “¥. 'Fhe Cafe,thatit was extraordinary:

. 2. The Means,that they were extraordinary:

L - Each of thefe may be made mznifeftin

larbranches a piece. . - » 1777 si ne T L

Z::r;"::aﬁ} -i~.¥¢. Fheéfe Jewswwere in a ffririge Jawd,s Soisthe land of

the Jows, their captivity ftiled, Pfc137.4. Wheérethusthey fay; How

feven particg--

[pall we [ing the Lovrds fongin aftrangeland. - - S
[T s . - z. They
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- 2. They wereat this time captives:for notwithftdnd ing

this:and a former return from-the place oftheir captivity, .

they were,even after this, counted

of the caprivizy;Chap,10.7,16. - - - .
~ 7 3. "The name ofa Jew, was.odious among the Hea-
then.. - Many envied them for their religion and profeffi-
ons fake. When Zerwbbabel wentto Fernfalesn he found
adverfaries, EXra 4.3. when diterward Nebemiah went,
he found thofe who much envied that theve was 2 wian
come to feck the welfare of the children of Ifracl, Neh. 2.10.
Hamax could luggeft tothe King of Perfia, That the laws
of the Jews were divers fFom all people, and that ‘it was nos
Jfar the Kings profiz to fuffer them, Efth.-3.8. Yeamany laid
wait for EXra and bis company in the way, verf.3¥. :
. ..-4+ Theéy:had nooutward guard 6t horfe or foor, for
ERrawas afbamedso require of the King a- band :of. (sildsers
and.hox [wien to kelp themsagainft'the enemy in the way, be-
sanfe they had [poken unto the King, [aying, The bard of onr:
God is. upen all thems'for gosd, that [eck him, verf.az. . Thus
they engaged Gods honourinthis cafe, . which méketh.ic
thé: nore extiaordindry. .~ ¢ . - o la L
- 5+ Of thenifelves they: could not ‘g6 therightway.
Theirfeeking this-of God implics as much. . Ce
6. They had: the: care of many litle ones lying
, uplon them.. ~This: made. their, cafe .the more difh-
culc. : . O
7. They had a great charge with them : .astheir own
cattel.and goods : and a great fumme of filver and gold;
which the Kéng and his Coancellours qu{kcl_y offered .unto
ke Godof Ifrack : andftare of veffeis far the
v.33. Chap.7.75.- o T R
Do netallthefe particular circumftances make their
prefenrcaleto be morethen.an ordinary. cafer | - ...t
L . . D. 3 An-

and called, children

fervice af God, . .
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A Seruois feached baforethe: .

The extraor-

Anfwera.hty themeans: whmhdmy\ﬂéd “VIRCTE: eXEraor-
dinary = as is cvident hy a hkc munbetoﬁpnuculmm.
ftances.. -

1. A publike Pradamnuau wasmzduto call them:all

dinary means  togecher, and to givethem:warningbeforehandthat cthey

wwhich the
Jews ufed.

«

Extraordinary™
cafes.
8.0Obraining

orregaining .

bleflings.

mightcome;prepared. Pmcima.ugns.ufe not o he madg
but in: weighty. matrers..

.: 3. A Faft'was enjoyned. Fa&mg hath: baenb:famng.
ced to hean extraordinary actof picty.’

-.3.. Eorwantofa Symagogue; ora: Tem?le*, they conti~
nuetheir faftin che openain lgm rxwrf Thls,wastmm:
themufuall.: 4 f & ﬁ‘Z;‘c. Inm[rl

4. Theyexten theicfalttoa ’i‘t 've:,nlun:h

xmghl: fenfibly feelic. A
. 5. FTheydait. normappmucc cnly, bur. neally, in
e be);a;m%m: only wiflfor what th ceded, bu
- 6. "Khey donot. Wi rwhatt n €.
:iaeyeamei};iyf ezkn:of’ésd. eyk

_ 7: They. plead.a.fpeciall: relasiomn. betwwixe God aan
themiElvess.inthis phrafe, 0. R Ged.

Lay together the particulars of theit- c:ﬁ, zmdz of nhc
Meansthatcthey ufed,. andyoufhall indetheoneand ehe -
otherto be extraordimary:: yeayou may al{a obferve: alf
thic particulars of thetext conched within this.darine, In
afﬂ:la:ta- exsraordinary , extravrdinary: vicans.. mowft '&u
njea.

"This courfe hath-Gads Church. taken” througfrou: all
ages,inzilmannerof emmordxmrycz(&s‘ and char. -

r. Forobtaining good't

2. Forremovingevils: andboth thefe abouit fgmmdl
and :emporau ublike and private matcers..

For: guwd thisgs, extracedinary praier hath- beéen
made, when: Saints: andﬁzvm.cf: Godhave feenchens

X : - meed-

-
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needfullzbew to ‘'be granted -, or when they :have ‘been
“wishkéld : orwhen theyhavebsenwithdrannand:taken
away. . - oL Lo
' ’;l')trris‘imay‘be'excmp!iﬁect in‘'fundry parciculars, . .
. Wéfesearnéftly priedforagootd Governourto fucceed ﬁff;;;“,‘l’;‘: .
him, ‘Namb.2g.16. Chriff-Tpentawhole night in praier dinarilypraicd
“iminediately‘before bis-chufing: of dpofties, Luk.6.1 2, o~
13. ;The.Apoft!cs ordained Eldersinevery:Churchwish
Jraick and falting, NE&xqizg. TheChurok fifted and prai-
edwhen.BarndbasandSail were ‘feparated o ¢the work,
. whereunto 'Godcilled them, #¢¥:13.8: Thelike courfe
‘Thauld ‘be wdken by usin -oidaining Minilters ; :and fec-
Officersiin their ‘feverdll places :yea: and sin ~emeer-

“ting™
pri%qg weighty affairs of more then ordinary concern-
medt, = - : o

. Muéh‘mbre‘ol.;?httﬁisgoqffe to'boraken when.defired -

“andx &ted bleflmgs. are . wibheld. ' This-was thinnahs
cafe;whichmoviFher eowespand Fujt, and:posr-omr Jey

[ferilbéfore she'Lord, s Son v 7:25. | o i

‘Moft of allisthisto be done,” whenblsflingsare. with -

‘drawnand taken away-: efpecially if they be-fpirituall

‘bleffitrzs. "The ‘ferifible -prélence, tpowerfull :aflifinnce, L
.and fiveet comfotr of the Spivit , ‘bemg - withdrawndrom .~ . =~ |
David, uponthegreat fins which :he committed in-the -

_ cife of Buth[bébaand herhusband, the pentiedthewneand

“fiftieth Pfilme ,” which ‘manifelteth :an excraordinary

- wreltling withrthre Lord, tohave thofe bleffingsysftored :
‘0 himagain. His wreftlingin this cafe was:ike facsbs, , . . .-

. ‘who wouldnot'lectheLiord go -unleffe: he bleflfed him, of removing

PR LIl R S , e T ewils,

" Boilsagainfrwihiich exeraordinary praieris co't e saade, 1o 7 1t
“argfinsorjudgemenes,t C L L Ll Tt T L e ie pecs
A;ga:nd'ﬁzﬁns, diich praiers areto be ‘niade, to prevent farmn, tg‘u%d:

them, ver rel L. ¢ 1 1.
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them, orredreflfe them. For preventing finne, Chrift
-commandeth his Dilciples to watch and pray, that they en-
ter ot into temptation, Mat.24.41. By temptations mien
are drawn'to ‘fin. By being freed from the.temptation
or affifted and fupported ia the temptation; fin may be
prevented,Gen 20.6.8 597,856 | ¢ - R
For redrefling fin-after weare fallen into i, twe things
areeo be praied for: - .. - R
One that God would be pleafed to pardon’it. ' Tt was
an earnefl praier in this cafe that he poured out, who thus
‘ . praied, For thy names [ake, O Lord, pardonmine iniquitic -
Soritisgrest,Plal.zs.1x. And again; thus, Accordingte
2he multitadeof thy.tender meycies, blot out my.tranfgréfsions,
Plal.ST.1. - N . - . ER
s The other is, that God would work inus répentance,
-ashewho thus praied, -Twra thou me; and I[bak be turned:
- forthow art the Lordmy God, Jer.31.18. - Themjoredan-.
- gerousthe temptations unto fin, whereunto we dre fiib-
ject, are, andthemore hainous the.{ins are Wwheieirito
we have fallen,the more earneft ought our praiers,in this
: cafe tcoiibe.: PR AT NN R g .

. ..~ Judgem-=nts, againft whichextraordinary praier is to
o) :j B 'beg)ad%,dre fuch a.% are threatned,and in thﬁ:ﬁe“{,‘pe&to be
praied againlt. feayed 5 or-executed, and- in that refpe& felt. . Againft
o e e the former,_the King and people of Nimeweh fafted and
matat fentenes- €ried mightily unto God, -for; 3. 7, 8. Fhus was that
am. Nampro- doom reverfed and judgment prevented. The like may be

e enie e done inaspreparationtoa judgment before it be ‘put into
" perdere paputii-execution. Hanan had prepared a terrible maffacre to
ledposiea ees: deftroy all the Jews: butbefore his eruelldp[cjz began to
conciliatus ¢f be put in execution, Mordecai, Efther, and allthe Jews,
popula g*;l_ 1. Fafted three daies together (Efth.4.16,17.) Thusthe exe-

- pmbrolied 3 cytion of that judgement, fo preparéd, was prevented.”
c : ) Executi-
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Execution ef judgement may be confidered either in
the beginning, orin the full accomplithment of it. A
judgement was begun when the Pbiliftizs were gathered
cogetherta erizpeh o but.Samuel cried untothe Lord, and
the Lord defivoied them before Ifracl, 1 Sam.7.7,10. . On
cazanafiehbthe judgement was cxccuted tothe tull,in that
he.was raken by his enemy, bosndwith festers, andcarsied
- ta Babylon : but when bewas in affliction bi befonght the s
. Lord bis God, and bumbled himfelf greatly , and o was
freed from that judgement: For hewas brought again into
bis kingdome, 2 Chron.33.13,23. Ascxtraordinary prai-
er,in thefe and otherlike caf€s,is to be made on our own
behalf, {oalfoonthe behalf of others. AMofes his mighty
praicrs (by onc of which God was moved to fay, Letwmse
alanze > and inanother Mefes himfelf was moved thus to
fay., Ifthouwils not fergive their firn, blot me, I pray thee,
ous of thy beok, 8cc.) weremade in the beha!f of others,
Exod.32.10,3%. -
Weighty groundsthereare to prefle this point of extra- Reslons for
-ordinary praierin éxtraordinary cafes. ) pratan Y
. 1. We fhew thereby that we take notice of Gods 1 Therebyi¢
foot-fteps, that is, of his carriage towards us, and of his heredfow |
dealing with us. - : N with Gods
2. Wegive evidencethat we arec an{werably affeGted : dealiog ithus
In that according to the need wherein we ftand of his fa-
vour, wedoeche moreearneftly feekit : and the more
heavily we feel his hand lying'upon us, the more deeply
we ar¢ humbled, and doethe moreearncfily defire that
it may be removed fromus. - Surely ‘fuch a difpofition
cannotbe but very acceptable unto God. God much -
aﬁgmves’thofe who prize hisfavour and bfeffing above
: ings,-aud whoare much grieved upon theap-
prehenfion of his difpleafure gainftthem. " Now estra-

ordinary
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ordinary praier, for obtaininghistavour and blefliag, or

for removing his wrath and judgements, gives proof of

Norne oratio fuch a difpofition. There are many who (like mill-

QZ"‘P;;’;;:/J‘;; horfes fill going round in their ufuall traft’y content

gidige pne themfelves with an ordinary manher of praying :-and ne-

nulla, utneq, yertakethe occafions which by the divine providence

Boc innobis cum gre offered for excraordinary praier. So cold are their

mas?Augad  praiers and livelefle, as they are.never troubled at the
Simplic La. frujrlefnefle of them, buc ethink all is.well i that they -

wep.a arcnot fuch: Achieifts as never calt gpon-God. -Thefe

plainly difcoyer that fmall, or no netice at all; thae they

take of Gods dealing with them. -Yed they doe further

difcover 2 fenfleffe and wretched difpofition; in that they

- carenot to ufe the meansthatare: fanified for obtaining

the good things whercof they ftand in need,or removing

theevils, which lie heavyupon them. Thus it comes

to paffethac they want many bleffings, which otherwife

they might have: and lie long under masy judgements,

which mighthave been renroved, if the fore-faid medns

had been duly ufed. - : : v

aExwaordina-  z.. Another ground o prefle extraordinary praier in
£y Pf;‘;:;ji oo anextraordinary cafe,is Gods ufual dealing withimen ac-
;r;vcvrerfun‘. y cording to their dealing with him : even according tothe
Qrafersiter, & rpanner and meafure ot fecking thisar that of hinPraier
s e.. more thed ordinary is more then ordinayily powerfull.In
vue me. Tunc fi- ftance. chis in my Texc:fof thus ivis (Gid,vew.2 3. We faffed
ivatar ifte gnd befunght oar God far thisy-and. be was. intreased of " ms.
A Nedis, Many and admirable bave been the effeéts of -praier and
ep7t. fafimg recordedin Geds Weard : and thofe fomerimes
for preventing or removing great judgements;: and fome-
times for abraining or regaining finguldr blefidgs. Praofs

bereaf you heard ‘befores: This in ‘generalh T dare bold-

-1y affirm 5, That praicz apd ;. falting 5 bein‘g}rigmy} 3—

: i ed,

—a
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'fc'd, -wiasnever ufed -in vain : but fome fpeciall and
exrraordinary effect followed therenpon. . ]
. Though that particular for which Davidpraiedand fa-

fted, andlay all night upon the earth; namely, the life of |

his fick childe;, were not granted (z Sam.12.16,1 8.) yer

was not that extraordinary means,which he ufed,in vain:

For . . oo o ‘ '

- 1. That humiliation , fupplication and affli¢ting of

himfelf, was a fervice warranted by Gods Word,and ac-
~ceptableunto God: .. - - . . : .

2. Though God reftored not to the childe his naturall

" life : yet he beftowed upon ‘it eternall life-: which

may-be inferred out. of thefé words which David ufed

to comfort himfelf, I fball goe to him , 2 Samuel 13.

230 e o i o

. 3 2. God gave-him another fon, and that of the fame
mother, a Salomorn, a Jedediakh (2 Sam. 12. 24,25.) A4
Prince of peace, beloved of the Mrd, who, by Gods ap-
pointment fucceeded David on the Throne. Itisobfer-
vable howthe Lord had refpe&t ro' s hbubs bumbling
bimsfelf -before God:-:. for thercby he was moved to
put off the judgementdenounced, ell hisdaies, « King.
2529 7. - R
- Trueitis, thathypocrites have thus expoftulated this
cafe with God,Wherefore have we fafted, and thos feest nos?
Wherfore havewe afflicted our fouls, and thos.takeft 5o krow-

ledgez Burthe fault is therelaid uponthemfelves, 74as they 1, o 5. :.

Safted for [trife and debate, 8:c. "Theirfaft was not fuch dn
-oneasthe Loid had chofen: ‘Sows the Levds hand w.es 7oz
Jhoressed, ehat it conld ot f3ve = nor his ear heavy, thar it
could not béar > but their iniquities bad (eparated betweent hein
and theiy Godiimd their fins'bad bid bis fgce fromithems,that be
would not bear; Haus5 9. X324~ 7 - o I
- o . E 2 Lec
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Let ustherefore that do what is warradntable, do it up-
rightly and fervently : {0 may we do- ic in faith, and be
be fure o have it accepted. A& things are pofSible to him
that beleeweth, Mark 9.2%. Surely wefail of much bene-
firthat we might receive from our praiers,. for want of

3By exeracr- 3.1 might hereadde,thac by faftingand praier,which is
dinany e, an cxtraordinary humbling of our felves before God,and
honeor s anextraordinary manner of craving blefling of him, ex-
d:nctoGed. traordinary honour is done unto him : for the more we
humbleour felves for his difpleafure,and ftoop under his
ftrokes, the greater teftimony we give, not only to the
greatnefle ot his wrath and indignation : bue alfo-to the
juftice and equity of his judgements: and cthe more
earneftly we call on him for favour and bleffing, the
greater evidence we give ofour high efteem of them.
' Wow by how much the more God is acknowledgedand
juftified 10 his judgementg, and by how much the niore
Gods favourand bleflings are prifed; by fo much the
moreisthe Lord glorified.. For Godshonour is much
Nibil Jnagi a- et forth in and by mans acknowledgement of his juftice
gendum e chri “and mercy. - And who would not doe to_his utterimoft
;-’;‘::,‘;,-‘{,’;,‘:’,’;"’ what he can tofetforth the Lords honour ¢ This chird
ejus Deigloria ground of the fore-faid dury is the weighticft of all the

prf'lirflur.. ={t. . L
’;”é‘;;,‘f.’,'_"" Ifthefe motivesbe not of force ro enforce this ducry

- of  cxtraordinary fupplication, in an extraordinary
: cafe, Iknow notwhat motives may be.of force to-en-
forceaduty. .- - . -
. Come we now therefore to-the Application of:-the
Point. : o ) .
Lameneation- . 3, "TQo great caufe of juft complaint. may here be ta-
fﬂ;‘,’i:g:ﬁ:g fans kenup, by reafon of mensilight and carclefle ob&:lv;‘lm
. hofe
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thofe means’ which are warranted and prefcribed by
Gods Word, for pacifying his wrath, and procuring
his tavour. The Lord may juftly upbraid to us our
fafts, as he did to the Ifraclites beforé mentioned, Ifa.
58.3, &e. - :

‘T his complaint may juftly be taken up, not only a-
gainft the prophaner fore of people, butalfo againft ma-
ny that look Szén-ward, ‘There be of -them that on our
monethly daies of faft,” notonly forbear to joyn with the
affembly of Gods people in thofe folemn facred duties -

but alfofollow their fecular affairs': yea their pleafures

and imes, ina kinde of diflike, if nota deteftation of
thefediities. "1 will not lay to their charge their difa-

vowingof thefe duties, asiffobe they thought fafting .

and praier unlawfull : but their difefteem of our moneth=
1y daies enjoyned by publike authority. The auchority
‘was firft his' Majefties Proclamation, ftraitly charging

Theground of.
our moathly
fafls.. -

and commanding, That a4 Generall, Publike and Solemn

1

‘Faft bé keps and beld on the laft Wednefday of every wmonthy,du-
riég the z?:uble:in the Kingdomeof . I}{lafu{ %

mation was given theeightday of F4swaryin the feven-
teenth of his Majefties reign.- It hath been alfo ratified
by fundry Orders and Qrdinances of Parliament, for a
dueobferving thereof ;. and ic-hath continued now al-
moft feven whole years, and thatupon juftand weighty

This: Procla- -

caufes = _forthe very gronnd of that Proclamation ftill
remaineth, namely, Th¢larnentableand difireffed eftate > .

of reland.” WNow why this moneehly. faft-thould not be

duly obferved, I feenogood reafon. It may be, that .

itis difefteemed by many, ‘becaufeitis enjoyned by au-
thority. Bat that feems to me a firange reafon, that
that whichis.a ground warranted by Gods ‘Word (as
outof this text we have fermerly fhewed ) fhould be a
- i E 3 reafon
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reafonto flightit. Iknow not how it'comes to paffe,
butfo itis, that mens mindes areaver(e from fuch things
as are enjoyned. by authority , though they be things
lawfunll andagreeable to- Gods W ord. Never: were Or-
dersand Ordinances of tarliament more flighted then
now, and that in things that concern their own good. o
sempora! O mores! To whit times are we referveds W hat
are the mindesand manaersof men ¢ - o

Fifls may be But it may be, thatanotherthing fcruples their con-
continucd - {ciences, namely, the fet times of faft, thatit is fucha day -
cafion remarns 1ID€VEry moneth. - ool S S
I grantthat if there were not a continued occafion of
this conftant courfe, there might be-fome ground of
fcriple : but that particular ground of enjoyning .this
monethly faft,ftill remaining,and other weighty grounds
alfo morenearly concerning us, ‘namely, thetroublés of
- ourown Kingdome, why{hould we notperfevere.in a-.
fing the:means foraverting Gods wrath, and the feaifull
effeGts thereof from us ¢ That which is recorded of the
fews annuall fafting , in cerrain {et moaeths, {eventy
years together (becaufethe judgements., which.moved
them firft to take up chofe fafts, continued olong)may
Publike fafts D2 Warrant for.our continued monethly fafts. . Forthey
in former are {0 mentioned by the Prophet ( Zech.7.5.& 8.19.)as
:él:? v f they are ratherratifiedthen difavowed. .-~ -« 7
Chriiana - - No marvelthat Gods. jidgements- hdve fo long lien
temporibus - iffe Upon us,and our neighbouring Nations; {eeing theimeans
mundus tan-  ofyemoving them are by moft either defpifed, ‘or too
quawm fervus A > 2 5
jam feiens vo- MUch flighted.. : S : SRR ’
duntatom Dos The great icomplaint -of ;pious . Chriftians in former
e g i, times was, that publike fafts were notenjoyned bywpub-
euvaputas  like authority. Sometimes a dozen, fometimes more -
multis Aug.  years paffed in this Land and Kingdeme without. any-
. wicteep 1ama .
; . publike
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. publikefa(ts; and yer fundry Pasliantents called in thofe

years : fundry Armiesfentforth, and{undry judgements
indi¢ted. ¥°can remember a folemn faft proclaimied,
and moftfolémnly kepé in the year 15+ 8. upon the ap-
proach-of thieSpaily Avmado, that carried the file of
Inawrncible: " Admirable was the bleffing thar followed
uponthat faft: for foonafter, that proud «A7rmade was -
ftrangely diffipated. T doe'not well remember:another
publiie faft berwixt thatand che firft year of King fumes;
wherein wasfuch a raging Plague, as we have not heard
of the like beforé in this Land. Thereupon a weekly faft
was enjoyned by publike aiithority, till ic pleafed God to
remove that plague. .- . .=

" Very few publilte fafts werebetwixtthatand - another
greater plagae, ‘in'the year 162 5. whenthere was alfoa
weekly falt enjoyned’ by publike anthority i which
time God gave a'vefy gracious reeuin £o thepraicrs of his
peoplé’s - for the plighie dectealed wiueh fatescher it tins
creafed; andin fHoi¥ eim& ot the aumnberof five clious
fand twe hiindred afd five chae died i one week, it camié
fo uttérly to eéife, asnotone at'all ro die of chat fick-
neﬂ‘e__ . ..: . o 3 Lelao ‘, v _U!';‘Xf‘ TS Y L0

* Ifie be faid, thae in tholetinies wherein “there werd (O
few or rio-fifs, "God exceedingly bléfled this Kingdonr) .
Tanfwers - wwr g S o s e e

1. That God might put off bis difpleafure fot:degledt
ofthofe dutics, tilkafterand’ worleritinidy, and: chat hie -
may it théfeour daics, remenibeyehat negled® -Such an
anfwer doth Feremy give tothie ¥ren of Fwdeb.that made
fach an objedtion, Fergqitpscdds- - o I - e
- 25 "FHougH there were niot fuétt eheradrdinadry! ttieams Fréquent fafts
pablikely wfed - yer'they weve by pionsand devoin @iz o0 P
figins privatcly, and thac féquénelyind, fetvehetiy ufeds
. Ne--
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"Never was a Parliamentcalled, niever wasan. Army fent

forth, never was there any publike weighty occafion,
but that fuch Chriftians as are before mentioned, affem-
bled together, by praier and fafting,” to feek a bleffing
of God, Twecll remember, thatatthat very time when
the Gun-powder treafonwas dilcovered(a Parliamentbe-

- ing fummoned)there were many affemblies that by prai-

“The weighty
occafion of
this daics fafl,

The dnﬁlip
of thefe timcs,

erand fafting, earneftly fought of God a blefling Lgan
thatParliament. Have wenot caufeto judge, that God
had a gracious refpeétothe praiers ofhis children, who
almoft miraculoufly difcovered fuch a dangerons,. devil-
ithand matchleffe treafon, as the Gua-powder treafon -
was. - - -
. Thorow the good providence of God,'we have had
more fafts by publike auchority enjoyned, in the'reigaof
ous prefent Sovereign, efpecially fince the beginning - of
this %arliament, then beforetime from the beginning of
the Reformation of Religion. But they have been fo
{leightly'and carelefly performed, as we have ‘caufe to
fear, that thisamong other fins, hath been onethat hath
caufed Gods heavy wrath folong tolieupon us. This is
alamentation, and fhall be fora lamentation. .

- But to leave complaints,the Do&rine which you have

eard largely handled, doth juftifie that courle which
the greatCouncel of this Land hath takenabout this daies
faft. Themeansthat we ufe, hath been fhewed to be ex-
traordinary. Hethat fecs not that'the cafe wherein- we
now are, and the occafion ofthis daics folemnity is ex-
traordinary, is blinde, and cannot fee far off. :

1 will not now ftand te. aggravate this civil war (the
fevereft of Gods judgements ). nor bring to your minde
the houfes, Towns, and Cisiesthat have beea burat or
plundered, orfpoiled: northediftrefied eﬁg&es—ofma;xly

’ : ‘ . who

~
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who'in a night of a rich 704 have bin made a poor Jeb:nor
the abundance of bloud that hath been fhed:nor the alie-
nation of affeétions,and bitter contentions that have been
betwixe fuchas have.been nearin bloud and alliance, in
neighbourheod and friendfhip, yea alfo and berwixt
fuchasprofefle 1n truch and fincerity to. feek the right
and perfe& way of the-L orp: neither will 1 here n-
fift upon the ‘errours, herefies, and blafphemies that in
thele daies are publifhed : nor the great renc that is
made in this Church by fchifme. Thefeand other like
occafions. of humbling our felves deeply before the
L g_ rp, and of crying mightily unto him, I now let
affe. o : -
P The particular occafion of fafting andpraying on this
day is to obtain a blefling from heaven upon the Treaty
betwixt his Majeffy-and our Parliament, thatis now tho-
row Godsblefling agreed upon. - .

- » Surely this is a very extraordinary cafe, andthat in
regard-of the NecefSity, Exvellcncy, and Difficulty of the

matter undertaken. o S
1. Such have been the evils of thiscivil war (where-
ofatafte was given before ) and many of them do fo
continue toincreafe moreand more, as there is a kinde
of neceffity of a good accommodation for compofing
our differences : and for fetling afafe and well-grounded
Peace: which cannot better be effected then by a Trea-
ty. ~ Such divifions , fuch contentions, fuch confufi-
ons there are in this Kingdome, as it is in danger to be
utterly ruined, if fome fpeedy courfe benottaken to re-
pair, clofeup and healthe breaches thereof. It was in
the cafe ofa civill warre, thatthe chief Commander on
the onefide, faid to theother, Shall the fword devosr for
ever # Knoweft thow not that it will bebitterneffe in the la:;’r
F LA

The neceflicy
of a Treaty.
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end, 2 Sam. 2. 26. Bitternefle there muft needs be in
fucha kinde of warre, hecaufe on which fide foever the
vi&ory fallech, Ifraelites, membersofthe Church, Pre-
feflours of the faith are deftroied. Though the con-
quered did prefle that bitternefle, yer the Conquerour
gave over theteupon. O thatthey who thorow the di-
-vine providence have been kept from the extremiry of
this warre, would lay to hearc the condition of them
that have fele it : not of them only who have been on
the other fide : but of many alfo who have been on our
own fide { 'They would then fee a neceffity of a fair com-
pofing our differences, and of yeelding toan accommo-
dation, ufif, ad azes, {o far as may ftand with the truch'

and purity of Religion.

g:'&bz mate 2 .The mainand principall matter of this Treaty,thews
ed on. * the excellency, weight and worth of it.. [t concerns
I mighthere. King, Parliamentand Kingdome. Theprerogativesof
::;‘:}:':Z::‘; , the orie, priviledges of the other, and liberties of the
ofpeacer " Bue third. Itconcernsthe Church and Common-wealth,
thefe have bin and the good government of both. It concerns the fer-
;T:lgl:l?ly&ind ling of a diftracted Kingdome in peace and quietnefle:
downinmy and theeftablifhing of Religion in truth,purity and pow-
Treatifc of the @y, It concerns the reconciling of adverfe parties; even
:‘::;:bgi con,, fuch as have been in open hoftility one againft anothers
17.16.6.96. and thereby to put an end to a long, unnaturall, bloudy,
civilwar. W hat mose weighty matters can_be treated
about. ~ . R - . :
The greatob, 3. The difficulty of bringing this Treatyto a good if-

Bacles thar lie G0 anpears in thefe and other like particutars: That prin-,
indbevrsy. c;prs’,%cfoxd learned,muft be unlearned : That long refol-

34

ved judgements in fundry cafes, muft beupon better in- -

formation, unrefolved = That jss afwizsm held in oppo

fice cafes muft ke clearedand demonfirated to which cafe
- ic.
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it belongeth : Thatinbred fcruples of confcience muft
be rooted out : Thatimbittered and alienated affe&ions
muft be altered: Thar incenfed and exafperated {pirits
muft be'calmed : That hoftile friends muft bereconciled:
That vaft debts muft be difcharged : That che arrears of
numberiefle fouldiers muft be fatisfied : That reftitucion
of fhips, goads, lands, heriditaments, livings, offices,and
other interefts muft be made : That indemnity for mani-
fold outrages muft be given, and a generall oblivion of
wrongs muft be granted ; and burthens of the Kingdome
taken off. ’ : .
" “Now who can hope that thefe and fundry other diffi- God can over
culties can be removed for fetling a good lafting peace. Sime
Yer furely they muft beremoved, orafound peace wiil
hardly be fetled. God to whom all things are poffible
“candoit. Hccanexalt every walley, and make low every
mount ainand bill : Hecan make firaight that whickh s crook- 1 40.4.
ed, andthe rough places plain. He can caufe the Wolf to
dwell withthe Lamb, andthe Lespardto lie doswn with the
‘Kid : andthe Calf, andtheyoung Lion, andthe fatling toge- 21.6,70
ther, andalittle Childe ta lead them : and the Cow and zthe.
Baretofecd : their young anes to liedownsogether : and the li-
onto eat fEraw likethe oxe. v
"The God that hath promifed to work fuch firange Ggdmore then
works¢can remove the afore-faid difficulties, and greater ¢ o ght uaco
thenthem. But heis tobe fought unto, -and the more
difficultthe cafe is, the moreearneft and fervent muft our
praiers be. When Herod had apprehended Peter, andput hims
17 prifon, and delivered himsto fonr quaternians of fonldiers,
intending tobring him forsk to the people, and o [lay him :
praser svas made withous ceafing, or inftant andearneft praier
was made of the Church unto God for him, and God{e heard
their praier ashe delivered Peter, A&.12.4,75¢.
F 2 . Who
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Helter cum bg V¥ ho would have thoughtthacthe mifchievous device
bcret neceffiraré OF Haman, fhould have curned ro fuchan advantage unto
interveniendi the Churchasit did ¢ Butthat was from the Lord, and
goropnlo fuc. obrained by fafting and praier, Effh.q4.17.. . .
3,‘;.4‘ in regno O let us immake earneft and inftant praier withour cea-
ejuacfet, jufe- fing to our God, that he would fend down his Spiric to
rar ouck . bea Commiffioner among othier Commiffionersthatase
minumicogebat TO treat about peace - yea that his Spiric would bein eve-
enim eam maz- vy of the Commiflioners,and in our King and Parliamsne
'Z.i“i{:,gje alfo,to bring their fpiritsto yeeld to that which may make
Gra @ i, toa good peace: SO as mercie and truth weay meer together,
arbi, 21+ and vighteou[nes and peace kifJe eachother, Plal.85.10. The
Kings bart ésin the band of the Lord =5 ¥ivers of vvater - he .
turneth iz vohither foever be vvidl, Proveay.. . .
This phrafe, Riversofwater, may be here ufed mera-
hovically or litterally. 1t metaphorically,the metaphor may
{)c taken from Gardiners, or marfh-Keepers, who ‘ufe to
let in ftreams of water into their gardens, orchards, or
medows, when and where they think good : and to let,
themout whenthey will.  1f Zseerally, the phrafe may
have reference to former acts of Gods turning watars
from their naturall courfe, asitpleafed him. For1he Lord
canfedthe [eato go back,and thereby faved the Ifrael:zes,but
deftroied the Egyptians, Exod.14.21,¢¢. He madeallo
the waters of fordarto ftay their courfe, tillall 7fFzel paf-
fed overinto Canaan, Jofh.3.:6. Tothefe-evidences of
Gods power over the waters hath the Pfalmsift reference,
Pfal.114.3,5. where hethus faich, The fea faw it and fled:
Fordan was driven back. VWhat ailed thee, O thow fea, thar
thow fleddeft 2 and1how Iordan, that thow waft driven back?
TheLord alfoopened a rock, andthe warers gufbed ont: they
raninthe dry places like aviver, Plalitos.g1. The Apo-
ftle, inreference hercunto, [(aith,.That the Rock followed
. ’ thems,
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thems, 1 Cor.10.4. by therock metonymically he mean-

eth the watersthat flowed cut of the rock 5 and they, by

Gods ordering providence ran along in thofe places

whither the Ifxzaelites removed cheir feverall ftations, and

fotollewed them. The Lord alfo upon E/jab’s fmiting.

the waters of iordan; divided them bither and thither. So

did heagain, whzn Elifhz went over fordan, 2 King.z.8,

14. Itisalfo noted, thatwhen the armies of Indab, Ifracl

and Edem were ina dry place where was no water, unex-

pectedly thereé came water, and the country was filled

with water, 2 K77¢.3.20.. This was done by the Lord. It

isexpr. fly faid, Pfalrio7.3%. thatrhe Lordiwrneth rivers

into a wilderncfSe andthe water [pringsinte diy gronnd. And

again, uerf.35. Hetarnsthe wildernefSeinto a ffanding wa-

ter, and dry growndsinto water-(prings. Allthefe and other

like inftances evidently demoanftrate, thatthe Lord hath -

fuch power over rivers of water, ashe canturn-and order
-them; as:t pleafes him. Now warters running in rivers

have a violent courfe. He theréforethat canturnthem,

can much more turnthe hearts of Kings. Kingsare men: /it omniro-

and the Alnsighty aifethin 1he beayisof men, e be moti- hymim aos

onsof their will, that he may do bythem, what hewill doe by #ietun vounta.
To inftance this in Kings, God rurned the heart of [77%" “or

them.
Pharaok to Abram (Gen 12.19;20.) of abimelcchto Ifaac pere

(Gim.26.x1.) ofanother Pharaoktolofeph (Geniqi.39.) ¢

OF Achifbvo David (1 Sam. 7.6,y QF Abaichto Elyab [y 5
(2 King.1.15.) Ot rehoramto Elifba (2 Kinz.5.52,:2.)

O € NebrchadneIZar vo Jererniak (1e7.39.%¥1,12. ) t0 Dazaicd

and histhree'companions ((Das.2.48,49.) Ot Evilimero-

duch vo Iehojackin (2 King.25.27.) Of Cyrastothe Jews
(EXra1.1.) Of Darius alfotothem (Ezra §.7,¢5¢.) Of
Artaxerxesto Exra (EXra7.6.)and o Neheisiah(Neh:n.. .

2.8.) Of Abafucrasvo Either and Mordecai (Eff.2.17.and
: F. 3 G.10.)

sfra &
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6.10.) QF Adgrippato Panl ( A3.26.28,32.) and of many
others.Ifthus the Lord have the Kings heart in his hand,
much. more the hearts of others. Kings, by reafon of-
their {fupreme power, andthe dependence of many on
them, ufero bemoft refolute and 1nflexible in their pur-
pofes. Hethen thatcanturnzb:» heart, whofe heart can
Omvinnwola-- he notturn 2 God fo hath the wilsofall ia his own pow-
S iafut.n er, as he can makethem inclinable whither he will, and
wt eas q,fg vo. when hewill: yea though they be many conlulting and
luerit,quanio  confenting togetheraboutthe famethmg. Formaltitudes
voluerit factar aye bt as many waters (Rev.17.1,15.) Hethae canturnche
d:Gra ¢ tip, ONE, can turn the other. Though meft ofthe Tribes had
Arb ey 20, held wi:h the houfe of Sanl again(t David, yet God {0
wrought upon their hearts,as all theTribes ef 7frac/came-
to David, and (aid, Behold we are thy bone avdthyfiefh,2 Sa.
5.1. And whenthey had revolted from David to «46fe-
- lorm,a whileafter all the people wereat ftrife to bring king
Davidto his throne again. Yea the men of Jxda’b having
alfo revolted from David, it is no:ed, that the heart of ail
the men of fudazb was bowed even as the heartof one man
untothe King, 2 Sam.19.9,14. There wasa Councell of
malicious enemies gathered togetheragain(t the Apoftles:
but upon the advice of Gamealief, they all agreedto let the
Apoftles go, 4i2.5.40. Thus wefeehow God can make
Councels and multitudes to yeeld togood advice,though
it be againft their former principles. -~ -
“Were our heares well difpofed to the -duty. of praier
which we havein hand,and did we perform it in faith and
with fervency,it might be faid of our performance, as it
was faid of that performance whijch the Zews did in my
text, Sowe fafted and befonght ear God for this, and be was
intreared of #6,v.23. TEAT |

f:‘/"; N
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