



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Of Christ the Mediator - Thomas Goodwin
	Book I (2 Corinthians 5:18–19)
	1. The exposition of the words of the text. What is the great design of the Gospel. The excellency of the knowledge of it. The highest attainment is to see the Gospel in its original, those eternal transactions between God the Father and God the Son for the salvation of man.
	2. Some observations premised. That it is to the Father the reconciliation is made, and to him the affair is chiefly attributed.
	3. What as to our salvation was done by God the Father from all eternity. The meaning of that phrase, 'God was reconciling us in Christ.' That God took up a strong resolution and purpose to reconcile some of the fallen sons of men to himself. His motives were not any thing in us, but purely his love, and his delight in mercy. His love in thus designing salvation to us magnified by several considerations.
	4. That God, in pursuance of his gracious design to save sinners, exercised his wisdom to contrive the fittest means of accomplishing it. Though God might have pardoned sin without satisfaction, yet he could not; and the reasons of it.
	5. To the effecting of all the designs, both of justice and mercy, it was necessary that a full and complete satisfaction should be made, which we being unable to pay, divine wisdom thought of another person to undertake and to do it for us. That God's justice is contented with this commutation of the person, since hereby that attribute is more glorified, and all the ends of the law answered, than if we the offenders had in our own persons suffered the due punishment of sin.
	6. The great difficulty was, to find out a person of strength equal to so high an undertaking. Neither angels nor men could have found out or presented a fit person. God manifest in the flesh, for redemption of man, was a mystery above all the thoughts of angels or men, and was worthy only of God's wisdom to find out.
	7. When God's wisdom had found out a fit person, yet since this must be his only Son, here was a greater difficulty for him to overcome ; how to give him for us. The depths of God's love here, as of his wisdom before, seen in not sparing his own Son, but exposing him to all the rigours of justice, which would not make the least abatements. It was of free choice that he made thus of his Son to be a Redeemer, to which he was not obliged or necessitated. He appointed his Son to death for us, and laid his injunction and charge on him to perform this his will.
	8. Christ's acceptance of the terms which God the Father propounded to him for man's redemption. That his willingness in the undertaking proceeded not only from the love he had for us, but from that which he did bear unto his Father, and his desire to obey him, and to perform his will. That the elect, redeemed by Christ, were first God the Father's, and by him given in trust and charge to Christ to save them.
	9. That upon Christ's accepting this agreement, God the Father, to reward him, engages to bestow all the blessings which he should purchase to those redeemed by him. That all these blessings of grace and eternal life were promised to us in Christ from all eternity.
	10. What is the reason that though we receive all these blessings by Christ, and on the account of his merits, yet they are said to be given to us of pure grace.
	11. That upon the conclusion of this agreement or covenant of redemption, there was the greatest joy in heaven; the divine persons exulting in the delightful thoughts, that so many wretched, lost creatures should be effectually saved.

	Book II (Hebrews 2:16–17)
	1. The fitness of Christ's person for the work of a mediator, hath a great influence to make it successful and prosperous.
	2. That it was necessary for our mediator to be God. He could not otherwise have been present at the making of the eternal covenant of redemption. None but God could have the power to bestow such great blessings as are those of the covenant. None but God could be the object of our trust, faith, and hope, and obedience. None but God could be sufficiently able to succour us at all times.
	3. Of the three persons in the Godhead, the Son is the fittest to be mediator. What are the reasons of it.
	4. That it was necessary our mediator should be man. The reason why the angelical nature would not have been proper for this work; and therefore why Christ assumed not that, but the nature of man.
	5. That it was fit that our mediator should be both God and man in one person, that so he might partake of the nature of both parties, and be a middle person between them, and fill up the distance, and bring them near to one another. That he might be in a better capacity to communicate unto us his benefits, and that he might be capable of performing what our redemption required.
	6. How the two natures, the divine and human, which are so different, are united into one person, Christ God-man. That the Son of God did not assume a human person, but the nature. The reasons why a human person could not have been assumed. It was our whole nature which the Son of God took, both soul and body. The reasons which made this necessary.
	7. That it was not only fit that Christ should be man, but such a man as to be like us in the matter and substance of his body, and to be like us in his production and birth, to be born of a woman, as we are. What are the reasons of this; what is the reason why Christ, though born of a woman, is yet without sin. Why he is man, and of the Jewish nation.
	8. The Uses. Since God hath thus fitted us with a Mediator, we may be assured that he will fit us with all other things. Let us choose Christ to be our only Saviour, and trust in none but him. Is he God? Let us not then fear or doubt. Hath he taken our nature? Let us admire his love in this, and consider our own privilege. Let us endeavour to fit our natures all that we can for fellowship with him.

	Book III (Hebrews 10:4–10)
	1. The all-sufficient abilities to accomplish our redemption, demonstrated from God the Father's calling him to it, which he would never have done had not he known him able. From God's engaging also to furnish him with abilities. From Christ's undertaking it, which he did upon the knowledge which he had of himself, as equal to the great performance. From the greatness and excellency of his person, who, being God-man, is able to do anything. The reasons which induced God to fix on this way of salvation, to be by the blood of his Son. An answer to that objection, how God is said to pardon us freely by his grace, when yet he requires full satisfaction to be made.
	2. That in Christ alone there was sufficient ability to take away sin. The weakness and insufficiency of any creature for this work demonstrated. That it is for the greater honour of Christ to effect that, which none could do besides him. The insufficiency of any creature proved by an enumeration of particulars. That the blood of all sacrifices could not have such an efficacy. That we were unable to satisfy God by anything which we could suffer, or do. That all the saints are as unable to help us in this case. That it is beyond the power of angels themselves.
	3. That the most perfect creature, though having all the perfections of Christ's human nature, yet could not be our redeemer. The utmost extent to which the power of any creature can reach, to save himself or others, which yet all fall short of that which was to be performed for our redemption.
	4. The inability of the creature to redeem us, demonstrated from the nature of the satisfaction. First, that which the law required, a creature coidd not answer for us, neither in obeying the precept, nor sufferinrj the penalty.
	5. That no creatures could make that satisfaction which an injured God required. They cannot compensate the wrong done to him by sin, nor repair the loss of his honour.
	6. That Christ hath made full reparation of all which was lost by sin. The glory of the law, which sin had darkened, is by him perfectly recovered. And God's image, which sin had defaced in man, is more fully restored in him.
	7. That Christ hath repaired the loss of honour which God sustained by sin. Satisfaction in point of honour being to be measured by the excellency, dignity, and reputation of the person satisfying. Christ being God-man, in this respect makes the greatest which could be.
	8. What this excellent and glorious person did for satisfaction, brings more honour to God than ever sin had done dishonour. The glory which redounds to God from this person's condescending to assume human nature, and that too in such a low condition, and meanest circumstances.
	9. The principal matter of Christ's satisfaction was not only in a diminishing of his glory, but despoiling him of it. And that he did this willingly, he humbled himself. And that his person was the subject of this debasement and humiliation.
	10. The greatness and super-eminent worth of this satisfaction, as performed by such a person. That hence the acts of his obedience exceed in goodness all the evil that is in sin, and that therefore they make full reparation, since they honour God more than ever sin had dishonoured him.
	11. That upon the whole it is evident that there is all in the satisfaction made by Christ which justice can require. An enumeration of the several pleas which may be framed against the sinner, and how they are all answered by what our Redeemer hath performed.
	12. That all the pleas which the law can make against a sinner are by this satisfaction of Christ also fully answered.

	Book IV (Hebrews 10:3–10)
	1. That there are two things to be considered in the obedience which Christ performed, the will and the deed. That from all eternity he expressed his willingness, in his consent to undertake the work.
	2. That Christ renewed his consent as soon as he came into the world. That his human nature from his first conception agreed to it. That this is apparent from the scope and intent of the twenty-second Psalm.
	3. Shewing the mystery of that appellation given him, 'Jesus the Nazarite,' to have been, that he was thus dedicated from his very conception to this great work.
	4. That Samson, and other Nazarites of the law, were types of Christ the great Nazarite, who dedicated him to the holy work of redemption. By what rules and reasons we may judge that Christ was in this respect typified by those Nazarites.
	5. How Christ was presignified as a Nazarite by these types. The parallel between him and Samson. How God having thus in the type foretold that Christ should be a Nazarite, so wisely ordered it, that both his conception and education should be there, that so that name Nazarite, as an inhabitant of that city, might belong to him.
	6. How God wisely ordered it that the Jews should call Christ a Nazarite, though he was not really born in that city.
	7. That another prophecy of Christ, Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 13:5, and Zechariah 3:8, is fulfilled in Christ a Nazarite, or inhabitant of that city.
	8. That as Christ expressed his will and consent in the dedication of himself to the work, so he shewed his cheerful willingness in all the parts of the performance.
	9. That he did not shrink at the approach of his greatest sufferings, his death, but shewed a cheerful resolution to the very last moment.

	Book V (1 Timothy 2:6)
	1. That God presently, on man's fall, making the discovery to him of a Redeemer, Adam transmitted the knowledge of him to his posterity, and he was accordingly proposed to the faith of the patriarchs.
	2. That Christ gave himself for us to redeem us. What is implied in that expression. We should duly consider the greatness and value of such a gift. Christ giving himself is a high testimony of his own peculiar love to us.
	3. It is proved in the general, that Christ was made sin and a curse for us, because he, redeeming us who were under the law, must become that which we were in the account and judgment of the law. That how Christ was made sin for us demonstrated and explained in what respect he was so. Uses drawn from the doctrines.
	4. How Christ was made a curse for us. That it was the curse of the moral law, and the whole substance of what it threatened. Arguments to prove that Christ suffered it.
	5. An enumeration of the particulars of the curse which Christ endured. That assuming our nature, he took also those infirmities which sin hath brought upon us. That a painful wretched life being the curse of our first father's sins, the life of Christ answerably was filled with miseries and sorrows.
	6. What were the sufferings of Christ, as bearing the curse of our sins, more immediately foregoing his crucifixion, described in an exposition of the first 21 verses of the 18th chapter of John's gospel. A garden was the place where he had his first agonies, and was apprehended. The reasons why such a place was appointed and chosen by him. The first 9 verses explained, and observations raised from them.
	7. The tenth and eleventh verses explained, with suitable observations raised from them. The willingness which Christ expressed to come to die, and he made a sacrifice, and would have nothing to hinder it.
	8. How Christ was taken and bound by those who came to apprehend him, and was thus led away by them, as the victims, or sacrifices, used to be to the altar. That even this his binding hath an influence on our being loosened from those chains, wherein sin hath fettered us.
	9. Peter's denial of Christ. That this was an addition to his sufferings.
	10. The accountof Christ's examination before Caiaphas, John 18:19–21. We now come to the other part of Christ's sufferings recorded in this chapiter, and that is a strict examinaton of him.
	11. The last sufferings of Christ coming to his death. Both the shame and torments are to he considered in them.
	12. The extremity of pain which Christ our Redeemer endured in his body. His being harassed day and night without a moment's rest. His being crowned with thorns, torn with rods, and at last crucified.
	13. The greatest of all Christ's sufferigs were those of his soul. What were the causes of those sorrows. The greatness of those sufferings. Wherein they did consist. How it could consist with his being the Son of God, to be forsaken of God, and to bear such extremity of his Father's wrath.
	14. Uses of Christ's being made sin and a curse for us. We see herein God the Father's love, and his own. We should not regret to suffer anything for Christ. Let us obey and worship Christ in soul and spirit. The troubled in soul should be comforted. We see the heinousness of sin by the greatness of Christ's sufferings, and the misery of being without an interest in Christ. We should charge our sins upon ourselves for humiliation. We should mourn for them, and hate them.
	15. The victory which Christ gained over Satan by his death. The glory of this victory displayed by the consideration of the greatness of that power which the devil had over us. (Hebrews 2:14)
	16. How it was Christ's great concern and interest to destroy the power of Satan. The conquest which he had over him by his death, and his open and glorious triumph after the victory, expressed in Colossians 2:15.
	17. The victory which Christ obtains over the devil, in us, and by us. How he not only redeems us, but delivers us from his dominion and power. That not only Christ in his own person should conquer the devil, and break his power, but that we should bear a part in it with him, is implied in that first promise in Genesis 3, that the seed of the woman should break the serpent's head. That in all the several parts of that power which Satan hath, and acts in the world, believers, by the virtue and strength of Christ, are conquerors over him. That in the issue they conquer him as to that power which he hath to tempt them to sin. The several ages of Christians considered from 1 John 2:13–14. That by Christ believers prevail against Satan as to the accusations of them, which he brings before God. That Christ, and the saints at last, defeat Satan's designs, and projects, and enterprises, as he is prince of this world.
	18. The last and complete victory which Christ and his saints have over the devil, both before and at the day of judgment.
	19. Christ's fulness for our justification. His fulfilling the law for us. That justification doth not consist only in pardon of sin, and therefore it is not Christ's passive obedience alone which is imputed to us. That the whole righteousness which is in Christ is imputed to us for righteousness.
	20. That the perfect holiness of Christ's nature is imputed to a believer, to justify him against the condemnation of original sin.
	21. That not only our legal, but our evangelical, righteousness is excluded from bearing any part in our justification. Philippians 3:9, explained and proved, that the apostle there renounceth not only his legal and pharisaical, but his evangelical, righteousness.
	22. That God appointed Christ to be the great shepherd, to take care of the elect souls given to him. The mighty care and diligence which Christ exercises in discharge of this office. (Hebrews 13:20–21)

	Book VI (Hebrews 4:14–16)
	1. The words of the text explained. That Christ is our great high priest. Wherein the greatness and excellency of his priesthood consists.
	2. The words of the text explained. What is meant by the holiest. How we enter in thither. (Hebrews 10:19–22)
	3. That it is the privilege of believers under the New Testament to enter into the highest heavens by faith, and with the apprehension of faith. An invitation to them so to do. The dispositions which are required to make them meet for such a heavenly converse.
	4. The privilege of believers under the New Testament illustrated, and proved by the difference between them, and believers under the Old Testament, who had not this freedom of entering into the holiest.
	5. That there is a fair and open invitation to enter into heaven when we pray. And in such a manner to pray, as those that are thither entered.
	6. An enumeration of the particular invitements unto communion with God and Christ, by thus, in praying, entering into heaven through faith.
	7. The exercise of faith in prayer, which aptly present themselves under the notion of coming to God, and Christ as our high priest, so far as the type of the high priest, when he went into the holy of holies, doth represent.
	8. Another exercise of faith in praying is to confess all our sins unto God over Jesus Christ, as typified by the live-goat, the scape-goat.
	9. Of occasional sacrifices for particular sins. Their intendment then, unto us now.
	10. Of the general atonement made for all sins once a year, when the high priest went into the holy of holies.





