





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	A Discourse of Election, etc. - Thomas Goodwin
	Book I: Wherein is proved the necessity of an election grace, if any of the rational creatures be certainly saved: and that God hath made an election of some out of pure grace, proved by the event, out of the stories of all times, throughout the Old and New Testament.
	1. The necessity of an election, or super creation grace, if either angels or men (whether fallen or unfallen) be certainly and securely saved.
	2. That there is an election of grace, with a non-election or passing by others. That difference to be out of the pure grace and good pleasure of God. Which purpose of election is the cause of their effectual calling and salvation. Romans 11:1–7.
	3. That, de facto, God hath made an election of some out of pure grace, with a non-election of others, proved by the story of all ages of the world, through the Old and New Testament.
	4. The instance of Noah, and his being saved in an ark, and God's covenant made with him, proved more largely and fully to be a great exemplar and typical representation of election and the covenant of grace.
	Section 1: Of election, and the covenant of grace, and the church of the New Testament, the subject of both, as typified forth in Noah's story. That Noah, in his own person, was intended as an example of election; the covenants made with him before the flood, and with him and his sons after, were types of the covenant of grace; proved in a discourse on Isaiah 54:7–11.
	Section 2: The application made by God himself of Noah's covenants to exemplify and confirm his covenant of grace, as it is in Isaiah 54:9.
	Section 3: A more particular explication, both of the phraseology, manner of speech, and matter in the 9th verse, confirming the foregoing interpretation.
	Section 4: Some special particular parallels between what is found in Noah's covenant and the covenant of grace.
	Section 5: How the story of Noah was a type of the Mediator of the covenant of grace Christ which was the ark. 1 Peter 3:19–21.


	Book II: Of the order of God's decrees about man's election and reprobation. Of the end to which we are ordained; a supernatural union with God and communication of himself. The infinity of grace discovered therein.
	1. That God had a respect unto man considered as unfallen, in his election of him unto the end, and also unto man as fallen into sin in his decrees to the means.
	2. A brief draught of the order of Christ's election, and ours, as it lies represented in the Scripture.
	3. That the supreme and utmost end or termination of election (as it respects us), is God's choosing us to himself, and to a supernatural union with himself, and communication of himself, proved from 1 Corinthians 8:6.
	4. That our union with God the Father, and Christ, is the utmost end of our election, further proved in an interpretation of several passages of Christ's prayer, in the seventeenth chapter of John. John 17:20–26.
	5. The infinity of grace and condescension in God, the high and lofty One, to ordain such an union and communion with himself of us his creatures, who are at such a distance from him as we are creatures; and, more than doubly infinite grace, in that we are also sinners.
	6. The primordial or foundation motives in the heart of God, that moved him to affect, design, and decree so high an union of creatures with himself, as they are expressed in Christ's prayer, John 17. The first motive was to manifest and declare God's name, and to illustrate his grace and mercy to the sons of men.
	7. The oneness and intimacy of communion which the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost had and have amongst themselves, was an original and primordial motive of God's ordaining us unto union and communion with himself.
	Section I. The second motive in God's heart, drawn from the union and commumon of the Three Persons in the Trinity, branched into two particulars: the first is, that their union in essence, or their common enjoyment of one and the same Godhead, did move them to make creatures partakers of such an enjoyment, as far as they could possibly be capable of it.
	Section II. The second sort or branch of the motive in the three persons. The mutual intercourse and society which as persons they have, and had one with another; and the sweetness of that converse was an inducement to them to ordain creatures to be taken up into the like communion with themselves. This I found upon John 17:21.


	Book III: The infinity of grace in God's choosing us, proved from the nature of election, both simply considered in itself, and also compared with that other act of reprobation.
	1. The grace of electing us simply considered, and the greatness of it proved from the greatness of the benefit.
	2. The infinity of grace in God's electing us, discovered by a comparison of it with the other act of reprobation. The vast disparity between election, and the grounds and issue thereof; and the act of rejection of others, and the grounds and issue thereof.
	3. The infinity of grace in electing us further evinced by a comparative made in respect unto the persons refused and elected, as considered in the common condition of both, and the circumstances which both stand in. Of their first condition in the possibility before the creation, as then viewed by God, represented in his infinite mind, the elect were separated from the others rejected.
	4. Of the common condition of the elect, and rejected, in the fallen estate of mankind. The infinity of grace toward the elect, magnified by the consideration of their being segregated out of that general corrupt mass, wherein they lay equally with others. God's infinite grace in choosing us also discovered by the vast disproportion of number between the elect and the rest.
	5. The infimte grace of God in election, by a view of the particular conditions of elect and others compared.
	6. The grace of election illustrated in one particular, the most eminent demonstration of it, viz. discriminating grace, as by God's design it appears in God's dispensations towards, and the difference put between, temporaries highly enlightened by the gospel, and his elect whom he invincibly saves.
	7. A brief exposition of Jude, by way of confirmation of the precedent doctrine, that God's discriminating grace appears in the vast difference he puts between enlightened temporaries and his elect that persevere, with uses and directions proper to the doctrine out of that epistle.
	Section I. The first part of the exposition of Jude's epistle, wherein is demonstrated God's discriminating grace, as it appears in the vast difference God hath put between enlightened temporaries that fall away, and his elect he doth in Christ preserve.
	Section II. The discriminating grace of election, as it appears in the difference God puts between temporaries, and those whom he finally preserves, further illustrated, in an exposition of the other part of Jude's epistle; wherein are discovered the different fountains and causes in God's heart of our salvation, both original and continued.


	Book IV: The mighty and powerful grace which God dispenses to his elect, in effectually calling them, in preserving them from temptations and sin, in strengthening and enabling them to persevere unto the end, and in bringing them at last securely to an eternal glory, by all which, the greatness of election grace is more fully cleared and proved. 1 Peter 5:10
	1. The explication of the words. What it is for God to be a God of grace. A threefold grace in God. His purposing grace. That which he dispenses to his elect. And the riches of grace that are in his nature. What the grace of his purposes is.
	2. That God is the God of all grace dispensatorily. He gives supplies of grace proportionably to the needs, distresses, and temptations unto which his elect are obnoxious in the course of their lives here on earth. He is the God of all grace essentially, in that his nature contains infinite riches of grace.
	3. God is the God of all grace, with a discrimination to us, not to others; especially such others as have an imperfect temporary work wrought in them; or he is the God of all grace only to his elect, whom he effectually calls and invincibly saves; not to others, whom he leaves to fall away. 1 Peter 5:10.
	4. Effectual calling the fruit of election grace. It is also the foundation of all the following acts of grace. The calling of the elect different from the common work of calling that passes upon others, who are not finally saved. The difference between them not only in degrees, but in kind. In what that difference of kind consists. Calling according to the purpose of election is a work of that excellency for kind above all other, that God is engaged to carry it on to perfection. This manifested from the special, and unchangeable love of God towards us, which produces in us that good and perfect work. 1 Peter 5:10.
	5. The second topic or head of arguments unto our faith from God his calling us, the God of all grace hath called us, or, that in our first calling God hath shewn himself a God of all grace, and therefore will carry us through all temptations unto perfection. 1 Peter 5:10.
	6. God's calling us unto his eternal glory is an investing us with a right to heaven; and therefore, though yet we do not actually enjoy it, yet we may be assured that he will preserve us safe and secure until he has brought us to the possession of that glory. Our being called unto an eternal glory imports that a spiritual life which is eternal is begun in our souls, and that by being called we are put into an eternal right of glory. The reason of it, because he is the God of all grace who calls us unto this glory. What his glory implies: that it is a certain engagement on God's part that he will carry us through all temptations and difficulties unto it. 1 Peter 5:10.
	7. The security that Jesus Christ gives us, as well as God the Father, to assure our faith that we shall be strengthened, and enabled to persevere. God is a God of all grace to us by Jesus Christ; all his acts of grace towards us are in and through him. He elected us at first, and then loved us only as considered in him. He loved and chose him for himself, and us for his sake. God having thus laid Christ as the mediator, or rather as the foundation of his grace, it is a sure ground of its continuance to us. All his purposes of grace were made in him. All his promises of grace are established and performed in and through him. 1 Peter 5:10.
	8. What security the consideration of Chnst's person, his relation to us, and office for us, afords to our faith that we shall be strengthened to persevere unto the end. As he is Christ our head, we are elected in him to all those benefits of grace which were above the dues of creation. As those benefits had no dependence on the fall, Christ considered as our head was a sufficient ground for God's bestowing them upon us in election; viewed as we stood in that relation to him, as he is our head, God loves us in him, and with the same love he does him, and therefore he will love us unchangeably, and never cease so to do. As Christ is Jesus, a Saviour, our first calling into grace, and our continuation and perseverance in it, is the purchase of his blood. Supplies of grace and strength for him to give us ability to strengthen us against temptations and deliverance out of them, is the price of his sufferings.
	9. The engagements of Christ, and his interest to preserve us, which arise from his having actually called us. In our calling he owned us, and took charge of us, as a trust committed to him by the Father. The thing for which we are apprehended of Christ in our calling is, that he might give forth unto us our whole designed portion of grace and glory which was allotted to us in election, and purchased by him upon the cross. Philippians 3:12–14 explained. Christ by calling us secures us in safe custody, and by a strong guard. From the time of a man's calling Christ begins actually to intercede for him, and then takes him into his prayers as well as into his cares. 1 Peter 5:10.
	10. The engagement on Christ's part for our preservation, that ariseth from his interest in that glory we are by him called into. That it is his glory, as he is our head, and communicated to us only as we are his members, and therefore he is the first and grand proprietary of it. This glory is above the natural dues of creation, and therefore we must be raised up into it by another superior right. The glory of the immediate vision of God was only the natural due and right of Christ God-man. We have our right to it, and the participation of it only by virtue of our relation to Christ; as it is his glory, he is engaged to bring us to it, and maintain us in it. This glory is his, because he bought it with a price, and he would lose his purchase if we did not come at last to the enjoyment of it. He hath taken possession of this glory for us, and therefore will take effectual care that we he not defrauded of it. His glory is enlarged and greatened by the bringing us to glory, whom he hath thus called unto it, a
	11. The engagement of God and Christ by promise for the carrying on his truly called ones through all temptations unto eternal glory. These promises of perfecting, stablishing, strengthening, settling, as to the time of their accomplishment, have not only respect to their gradual perfomiance in us here in this life, but also to our being consummate in the life eternal to come. 1 Peter 5:10.
	12. Whether these four words, perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you, intend one and the same in a various manner of expression, or whether they have severally a peculiar import answering particularly to temptations of a differing sort to which we are obnoxious. The meaning of the word 'perfect' explained: sometimes it is understood of the complete accomplishment of a work. When applied to the work of grace, as here, it denotes the supplying or making up of imperfections and wants; and that it imports either the adding further degrees of perfection unto the imperfect work of grace first begun in us; or it reaches the case of lapsed Christians, and signifies their being recovered and restored again. That there are such cases of backsliding, which is not a toted apostasy. To make [perfect] such fallen souls, is to repair what was torn and broken in them by their sin. Those who fall into grosser sins are made perfect again by a new conversion.
	13. That this promise of perfecting extends to another case of decayed Christians, who decline from their first love and good works. That even in them God will restore and revive the principles of spiritual life, which languishes and is dying. This proved by comparing Hebrews 13:20–21 with 1 Peter 5:10.
	14. What sufferings we must necessarily undergo before that God settles and strengthens us in any eminent manner. The reasons why we must pass through such sufferings before we are perfected. The example of our Saviour. The wise appointment of God, who has so appointed it to be for the trial of our grace, and to glorify his own grace the more in strengthening, recovering, and delivering us. What encouragements we may draw even from this necessity of our suffering. 1 Peter 5:10.
	15. The actual performance of those promises of perfecting, stablishing, strengthening, settling us. The manner and means whereby God preserves us, and carries us on to persevere unto the end. His particular care over us, how expressed in the Scripture by the vigilance of his eye in all our ways, by accompanying us continually with his presence, by his guarding us in safety, by his having us always in remembrance. What it is concerning us that his care is most exercised about. His principal care is of our souls. How it is that he preserves them in life. 1 Peter 5:7,10.
	16. That the decrees of God in election are of such sure efficacy that we may he ascertained of their infallible performance. That nothing can hinder or frustrate their success in working, because God works all things according to the counsel of his own will. What assurances we have that his good purpose concerning us shall be invincibly accomplished, both from the nature of election decrees, and the interest which the attributes of God have in the performance of them.

	Book V: Election, in the ordinany course of it, runs in a line of succession from believing parents to their posterity. The covenant of grace is entailed on the children of believers. God most usually makes such his choice. What judgment we are thereupon to have of them.
	1. The children of godly parents called the inheritance of the Lord, because he is the owner of them as his elect and chosen, among whom his possessions and his peculiar people lie. The derivation of the covenant of grace from their fathers unto them proved by the covenant made to Abraham, as it was a family covenant. The difference between his privilege herein, and ours under the gospel.
	2. That this covenant is derived unto the churches of the Gentiles, in a conformity to the Jews' privilege as they were a church.
	3. A comparing the 1 Corinthians 7:14, with the fore-cited Romans 11:16.
	4. A larger explication of 1 Corinthians 7:14, 'For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.'
	5. Reasons drawn out of that foregoing exposition of 1 Corinthians 7:14. That the holiness there attributed to believers' children, is true, and real, evangelical holiness. Other interpretations refuted.
	6. That two things are intended in that text of 1 Corinthians 7:14. What God's thoughts are of believers' children, and the rule by which he would have us to judge of them. What is the judgment we are to have of the children of godly parents upon this declaration of God concerning them, that they are holy. To what extent this proposition is to be amplified: that it is not meant universally of all, but indefinitely of some only, though the greater number. What agreement and harmony there is between our judgment of the holiness of believers' children, and what in reality of the event proves true concerning them.
	7. That God orders his election, so as to run in a successive line from, godly parents to their children, does not infringe the freedom of election grace. That this his way of acting is consonant to all the principles of right reason, and agreeable with his other proceedings. The admirable harmony which appears in all his dispensations towards men. How comely a proportion there is in this truth, that God should draw his election and series of visible saints out of the loins of those who are such themselves, rather than others of mankind, made apparent by a comparison of it with other dispensations of free grace.
	8. The uses of the preceding doctrine. What in general we all may be instructed from it to understand how largely God extends his acts of grace and favour. The uses which the children of godly parents are to make of this doctrine. What obligation is upon them to be holy indeed. What encouragement they have to believe. The uses which belong to the parents of such children. What their duty is to God, and what their carriage ought to be toward such their children.





