































































































































































































































































































































































































	Of the Creatures, and the Condition of Their State by Creation - Thomas Goodwin
	Book I: That the creatures are not God, but the works of his power. They were not co-eternal with God. The infinite distance between him and them. (1 Corinthians 8:6)
	1. The creatures are not God. The absurdities of those ranting opinions which assert it exposed.
	2. The creatures were not from eternity existing in God.
	3. The infinite distance between God and the creatures, in respect that he is the maker and preserver of them; in that also he is eternal, and so before they had being he dwelt alone in himself, and possessed all things in himself. He is the high and lofty One, and is so supremely excellent, as it transcends all other; his name is holy, and so is above the creatures, and separated from them. The true name of Being is proper only to God: the creatures are but the shadows and appearances of being. (Isaiah 57:15, Isaiah 66:1–2)

	Book II: Of the first estate of men and angels by their creation. What were the laws and rights of creation; and what was equitably due between the Creator and his creature. Of the state of the first man Adam in innocence, and what were his circumstances in that his primitive condition.
	1. What was the law of creation on God's part? It was but what became and was worthy of the great Creator to do all for his creatures that such a religion required. This consisted in two things: First, to endow them with the image of holiness, to qualify them to attain their designed end, which was to know, love, and enjoy him; Secondly, To continue his goodness and favour to them as long as they continued in their duty and obedience. The condition of both angels and men by the law of their creation common and equal for substance.
	2. The mutability of that first estate. By its constitution and their own weakness, both angels and men were liable to fall from it. God was not at all obliged, as Creator, to preserve his creatures in that first condition effectually by his grace. The causes of their mutability. To be changeable is the nature of a creature, with difference from God, who only is immutable. That the creature being made of nothing, tends to a deficiency.
	3. Of the first state men run through, viz., that of innocency. A brief draft of all those several states or conditions through which God leadeth the elect of mankind. Together with a comparison of those states together.
	4. Containing a short view of the happiness of Adam's condition.
	5. The image of God in Adam, how it was natural, how explained, and how faith is supernatural. That knowledge of God natural which is due and fit for a reasonable creature to have, and which he acquires by the exercise of his rational faculties. That knowledge supernatural which goes beyond what man by the right of his creation was to have. Adam's knowledge of God was in a natural way, though it sanctified him, and was joined with holiness.
	6. That the covenant of works, the justification of Adam by that covenant, and the reward of his obedience, were all natural. And that by covenant he should not have gone to heaven.
	7. Whether Adam knew God by the light of faith and supernatural revelation, superadded to the light of reason. His faith was natural, both in its motives and grounds, being an assent to God's testimony as true, whose veracity he knew by the light of nature. Nor did his faith discover to him things that were above his then present natural state. This proved by several arguments. Our way of knowing God by faith is supernatural, and in what respect it is so.
	8. How Adam and his state, according to the law of his first creation, was intended by God as a type of one who was to be a second Adam, Jesus Christ, and the founder of a supernatural condition. Some things premised of the nature, and various division of a type. Wherein Adam was a type of Christ, as he was in his state of innocency a public person and the head of mankind, and so derived to his posterity the imputation of his disobedience; so he was a type of Christ, as pre-ordained before the world was, and without consideration of the fall, to be the root and head of the elect, and to convey to them the supernatural benefits of grace. (Romans 5:14)
	9. The explication of the words of the text; in what particulars they make a comparison of Christ the type and Adam the anti-type. In their persons, as Adam had in him a principle of natural life, so Christ has of spiritual. As public persons and heads of mankind, as Adam conveys his natural life, so Christ his spiritual. It is proved out of the same text, that Adam, before his fall, was thus intended as a prophetic type of Christ to come, as the head of the elect, who as a public person, should advance them to the like glorious condition as himself had in heaven. The glory of this accomplishment was appointed for him, without consideration of the fall. That interposing he came and suffered and died to remove the obstacles that the fall had laid in the way of the execution of the work first designed. (1 Corinthians 15:44–49)
	10. A more particular comparison between Adam and Jesus Christ in their persons. The formation of Adam's body by God's immediate hand, typifies the assumption of the human nature by the Son of God, whose body was formed immediately by the Holy Ghost. The union of soul and body in Adam typifies the hypostatical union. In what there is an agreement in the comparison between them, wherein a disparity. What was the state of Adam's body: it comprised the perfections of all creatures; it was suited to take in all the pleasures and comforts which they could afford; it had a natural beauty in it; it was guarded from injuries, and was imrnortal, yet in its original it was but earth; it depended on the creatures for its subsistence, and was subject to many alterations. To what a higher degree of glory the divine nature of Christ, united to the human, raised the body of Christ, as he is one with God, and the Lord from heaven. It was necessary that the glory of his human nature should excel all creature...
	11. What a more glorious condition than was Adam's in innocence Christ will raise us up unto, proved in the lowest instance of it, viz., the glory our bodies shall have at the resurrection. Wherein that glory shall consist. A comparison between that glory our bodies shall then possess, and what Adam's had in paradise: and in what respect ours shall far excel his.





