












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Of Gospel Holiness in the Heart and Life - Thomas Goodwin
	Book I: That graces and holy dispositions wrought in the soul are the springs and principles of evangelical obedience. The first streams which flow from hence are inward actions of our souls in holy thoughts, and a lively sense and perception of spiritual things, and a due approbation and judgment of them as most excellent. That our holiness ought to be sincere and blameless. That our obedience ought to abound in all fruits of righteousness, and to continue until the day of Christ. (Philippians 1:9–11)
	1. The words of the text explained; what the apostle means by abounding in all knowledge, and sense, or judgment.
	2. The inward effects of an holy disposition and temper in the soul are an ability in the understanding to discern, judge of, and approve spiritual things, and a sincerity in the heart, inclining a man to walk in God's ways; what it is to be sincere and without offence.
	3. What is meant by these words in Philippians 1:10, 'until the day of Christ.' The different significations of those phrases used in Scripture, 'unto the end,' and 'until the day of Christ.'
	4. How we may be said to he kept blameless until the day of Christ.
	5. What it is to be filled with the fruits of righteousness in our course of obedience.
	6. Of what kind those fruits of righteousness are, with which our obedience should abound; what is requisite to make them true and genuine.
	7. That our obedience ought to he continued; that a man shall in the day of Christ appear with all those fruits of righteousness which he hath brought forth in Christ to the glory of God.

	Book II: The demeanour of a Christian, as it is expressed under the notion of friendship with God. The example of Abraham's being the friend of God. How, in the sense of the apostle James, he was justified by works. How great, excellent, and kind a friend God is to us. How this consideration should engage us in a sincere friendship to him. What are the duties and offices to be performed by us, as proper and owing to such a friendship? Of the behaviour of a Christian, as it is named service to God. (James 2:21–23)
	1. The obedience of a Christian expressed under the notion of friendship to God. The title of being 'God's friend' is given to Abraham. The meaning of the apostle James, when he says, Abraham was justified by works.
	2. How the apostle Paul and the apostle James are consistent in the account which they give of Abraham's justification.
	3. Abraham called the friend of God, upon the performance of that act of obedience in offering up his son. That what is said of Abraham is spoken of him as the father and pattern of all believers. The true faith works in the heart friendly dispositions toward God.
	4. An exhortation unto friendship with God, from the considerations how great, excellent, and kind a friend he from eternity hath been, and perpetually, and forever is to us.
	5. What the conversation of a believer ought to be in performing the part of a friend towards God. That we should keep up an entire and near communion with him. What this communion is, explained in several particulars.
	6. What our behaviour toward God, as his friends, ought to be, with respect unto his providential dispensations to us. We should ask his advice and counsel on all occasions. We should make use of and depend upon his favour and assistance in all affairs. We should have an entire confidence in him, without any jealousy or distrust.
	7. What obedience and duty we owe unto God, as we are his friends. We should be fearful of doing anything to displease him, observe his commands, and do all from the principles of love and gratitude.
	8. Obedience to God described, as it is a service performed to him. The character and properties of those who are his sincere and faithful servants. (Romans 6:17–18)

	Book III: Evangelical motives to obedience, drawn from the obligation which God hath laid upon us, by his appointing us unto good words, in his election of us, and by the greatness of his love manifested in the several instances of it. Other motives urged from the consideration, that Christ having by his death conquered the devil, and destroyed his kingdom, we are by our Christian profession engaged to hate him, and fight against him as a public enemy to Christ and us, and by all our actions to endeavour the ruin of his dark kingdom of sin. Other motives deduced from the divine presence and majesty apparent in our holy services and performances; and also from God's design in the revelation of his word, that we should not only read and know it, but practise it too. (Titus 3:8)
	1. A motive to love and obedience, drawn from the consideration, that this obedience is a business, an holy employment committed to us, which we should be careful to discharge. That the doctrine of free grace enforceth the performance, and suits our spirits to it.
	2. That God's love, in electing us, is a great motive to all acts of love and obedience. That in this his election of us, he hath ordained and appointed us to love and good works.
	3. That the great love of God in electing of us should be a strong motive and incentive to love and good works.
	4. Another motive to obedience deduced from God's great love in giving his Son to die for us. That he requires nothing in requital of so inestimable a gift, but that we should love, obey, and serve him. Other considerations of God's love urged, as motives to obedience; that he delights in loving us, and therefore it should be our delight to love and obey him. The eternity and immutability of his love, urged as motives to faithful and constant obedience.
	5. Motives against sin, because it is Satan's great work and interest, who is Christ's greatest enemy. (1 John 3:8)
	6. A motive to holiness, and to fight against sin, drawn from the consideration, that this holy war is a common engagement in which all angels and saints are confederates.
	7. Motives unto holy obedience, and unto a boldness in our Christian profession, drawn from the majesty of the Lord that appears therein. With an exhortation to preserve it, and the means of maintaining the honour of our profession. (Mark 6:20)
	8. Motives to evangelical obedience from this consideration, that it is the great design of the Gospel to promote the life, and power, and practice of godliness. (James 1:22)

	Book IV: The danger of a loose, careless, and unfruitful profession; or the danger of men's living under the dispensation and enjoyment of the ordinances of the Gospel; viz., the preaching of the Word, the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and church communion, if they live in sin, indulge their lusts, or be unfruitful. Two cases resolved: 1. How far a regenerate man is capable of sinning against knowledge: 2. Wherein the sin against the Holy Ghost differs from other sins against knowledge.
	1. The text in Hebrews 6:7–8 explained, with some observations from it.
	2. That our worthy and suitable living under the ordinances of the Gospel brings a blessing, but the contrary a curse on our souls. The danger of those who, living under the preaching of the Word of God, indulge their lusts, or are unfruitful.
	3. The danger of those who, being partakers of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, do by ungodly or unfruitful lives act contrary to the institution and design of that ordinance. (1 Corinthians 10:1–12)
	4. 'Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,' etc. (1 Corinthians 10:1–13)
	5. The danger of those who being in church fellowship and communion, yet their lives are inconsistent with such a relation.
	6. Two cases concerning a regenerate man's sinning against knowledge. The first case resolved, how far such an one is capable of sinning against knowledge; and what is the difference between his sinning against knowledge, and an unregenerate man's sinning against it.
	7. The other case resolved, wherein the sin against the Holy Ghost differs from other sins against knowledge.





