
































































































































































































































	The Return of Prayers (Psalm 85:8) - Thomas Goodwin
	Dedicatory Epistle
	Introduction
	1. The main observation and subject of this discourse is deduced: That God's people are diligently to observe the answers to their prayers. The reasons of it.
	2. Three cases propounded: the first concerning prayers for the church, and for the accomplishment of such promises as may fall out in ages to come.
	3. The second case, concerning prayers made for others, of our friends, and so forth.  How they are answered.
	4. The third case, about such prayers wherein others join with us. How therein to discern the influence of our own prayers.
	5. Common directions helpful in all cases and prayers. First, from such observations as may be taken from before, and in praying.
	6. Further observations to be made on the dispositions and carriage of our hearts after prayer, until the issue of the thing prayed for.
	7. Observations to be made after prayer, upon the issue of what was prayed for; and, first, if accomplished, whether as the fruit of prayers, or out of common providence. Helps herein.
	8. Seven observations more, from the effects which the accomplishment of the mercy hath upon the heart, and so forth.
	9. Considerations to quiet the heart, and to help it to discern an answer to, and acceptation of, the prayer when the thing is not accomplished.
	10. Application: a reproof of those that pray, but look not after the return of their prayers. The causes of this neglect.
	Tidings of peace to be spoken to consciences distressed (Psalm 85:8)
	The folly of relapsing after peace spoken (Psalm 85:8)




