












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Certain Select Cases Resolved - Thomas Goodwin
	I. A Child of Light Walking in Darkness (Isaiah 50:10–11)
	To the Reader
	Part I
	Introduction: The word paraphrased.
	1. The main proposition and subject of this discourse thence deduced: that a child of God may walk in darkness. That thereby distress of conscience, and desertion in the want of assurance of justification, is meant, proved.
	2. The particulars of the distress contained in these two phrases: walking in darkness; having no light.
	3. The efficient causes of this distress. First, the Spirit; whether he hath any hand therein, and how far.
	4. How Satan and our hearts increase this darkness by false conclusions from the Spirit's work, illustrated by the like in the illumination of temporaries. The Spirit's work in both compared.
	5. How our own hearts are the causes of this darkness. The principles therein which are the causes of it.
	6. The third efficient cause, Satan. His special malice in this temptation, commission. Access to, and advantage over us in this temptation, by reason of the darkness in us.
	7. More particularly, how Satan works upon those three principles in us: first, on carnal reasons.
	8. That Satan is able to work upon that other corrupt principle in us: guilt of conscience. Both how many ways Satan is able to know matter by us to object against us; as also, to set it on, and work upon the guilt and erroneousness of the conscience.
	9. How able Satan is to work upon that third principle, the passions and corrupt affections, and bring home his false conclusions with terrors.
	10. The conclusion of this discourse about Satan. Seven advantages, in common, Satan hath over us in all those forementioned dealings.
	11. The second general head: the cases wherein God leaves his unto this darkness. First, three cases extraordinary.
	12. The cases ordinary wherein God doth leave his in darkness.
	13. The third general head: The ends for which God leaveth his children unto this darkness. First, such as are drawn from God, and his faithfulness, and so forth.
	14. A second sort of ends for the trial and discovery of graces; especially of faith.
	15. Six ends more, for the increasing of several graces, and destroying corruptions.

	Part II
	Four uses.
	Use 1
	Use 2
	Use 3
	Use 4

	Ten directions for those who are more deeply troubles; and means to be used how to recover light and comfort.
	Direction 1
	Direction 2
	Direction 3
	Direction 4
	Direction 5
	Direction 6
	Direction 7
	Direction 8
	Direction 9
	Direction 10

	Section 2

	A Child of Darkness Walking in Light

	II. The Return of Prayers (Psalm 85:8)
	Dedicatory Epistle
	Introduction
	1. The main observation and subject of this discourse is deduced: That God's people are diligently to observe the answers to their prayers. The reasons of it.
	2. Three cases propounded: the first concerning prayers for the church, and for the accomplishment of such promises as may fall out in ages to come.
	3. The second case, concerning prayers made for others, of our friends, and so forth.  How they are answered.
	4. The third case, about such prayers wherein others join with us. How therein to discern the influence of our own prayers.
	5. Common directions helpful in all cases and prayers. First, from such observations as may be taken from before, and in praying.
	6. Further observations to be made on the dispositions and carriage of our hearts after prayer, until the issue of the thing prayed for.
	7. Observations to be made after prayer, upon the issue of what was prayed for; and, first, if accomplished, whether as the fruit of prayers, or out of common providence. Helps herein.
	8. Seven observations more, from the effects which the accomplishment of the mercy hath upon the heart, and so forth.
	9. Considerations to quiet the heart, and to help it to discern an answer to, and acceptation of, the prayer when the thing is not accomplished.
	10. Application: a reproof of those that pray, but look not after the return of their prayers. The causes of this neglect.
	Tidings of peace to be spoken to consciences distressed (Psalm 85:8)
	The folly of relapsing after peace spoken (Psalm 85:8)

	III. The Trial of a Christian's Growth in Mortification, or Purging Out Corruption; and Vivification, or Bringing Forth More Fruit (John 15:1–2)
	To the Reader
	Introduction
	Part I: Of growth in vivification, and bringing forth more fruit.
	1. That all true branches in Christ do grow.
	2. An explication how the saints do grow. Many considerations to satisfy those that discern not their growth.
	3. What it is to bring forth more fruit explicated negatively by removing many mistakes.
	4. What it is to bring forth more fruit explicated positively; wherein many direct trials of growth are given.

	Part II: Of growth in mortification, or God's purging out corruption.
	1. The observation out of the text propounded, that God goes on to purge corruption out of true branches. Bounds set to this discourse about it, according to the scope of the text. The reasons of the point.
	2. The ways God useth to purge out our corruptions; and means whereby he causeth us to grow therein.
	3. The trial of mortification; and that first by negative signs, or such as argue much corruption yet remaining unpurged out.
	4. Positive signs of growth in mortification, and God's purging of us.
	5. Some cautions to prevent misjudging by false rules. This case resolved, whether growth in mortification may be judged by the ordinary prevailings of corruption, or actings of grace.
	6. Five cautions more to prevent such misjudgings.

	Part III: Resolving some questions concerning growth in mortification and vivification.
	1. Two questions resolved concerning growth in mortification.
	2. Three questions resolved concerning positive growth.






