








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Of the Constitution, Right Order, and Government of the Churches of Christ - Thomas Goodwin
	Book I: Of the right institution of the churches of Christ. That the order and government of those churches are established by divine institution. What is the nature of divine institutions, and how the knowledge of them is conveyed to us, that Christ hath settled ordinances for worship and discipline, which are to continue unto the end of the world; that the power of church censures and excommunication hath its institution in a more especial manner from Christ, as head of the church.
	1. A brief scheme of the several opinions concerning the constitution and government of the church of Christ. The truth stated and vindicated.
	2. That the constitution of a church, and the rules of its order and government, are established by a certain institution of Christ. Some propositions laid down in order to the demonstration of this truth.
	3. That Christ hath, by his own institution, established the order, discipline, and government of his churches, proved by several arguments.
	4. What power spiritual or ecclesiastical is. Of the nature of a divine institution. How the knowledge of divine institutions is derived to us, that we may be assured what are truly and really such.
	5. That there are ordinances of public worship established in churches under the New Testament, which are to continue to the end of the world.
	6. That by excommunication more is meant than bare casting out of the church. That it is an ordinance of Christ, to deliver the excommunicate person to Satan in his name and power. The rules which Christ hath given for church admonitions and censures.

	Book II: Of the divine institution of a congregational church. That it is not secondary, or consequent upon a charter given to the church universal, as virtually included therein, but is immediate and proper to it. That Christ instituted such a church in Matthew 18, and gave the power of the keys to it. That such congregational churches were primitive and apostolical, proved from the instances of churches planted by the apostles. That the constitution and order of such churches, is most fitly suited for the edification of the saints, and most exactly accommodated to their various conditions. That Christ hath not only instituted a congregational church, but hath appiointed what the extent and limits of it should be.
	1. That the institution of particular churches is not virtual only, or secondary, and dependent on the charter given to the church universal, but immediate and proper to them, as particular churches.
	2. That the grand charter of church government, or the power of the keys, is granted not to ministers in particular only, excluding the people, but to the whole body of believers.
	3. That before a company of believers or saints can become the formal seat of government, they must be united into the state and order of a church. Reasons given why this is necessary. A demonstration of it also from the example of the primitive churches, planted by the apostles.
	4. That Christ in his institution of ecclesiastical power (Matthew 18:15–20) hath granted this power of the keys only to saints embodied and united in the state and order of a congregational church. That though it should be granted that Christ in this institution had a regard to the constitution of the church of the Jews, yet it would be evident that he intended a congregational church.
	5. That though it were granted that the power of the keys in Christ's institution (Matthew 18), was given to the elders or officers, and not to the people, that yet in a greater probability of reason, the officers or elders of a particular congregational church are meant. That in all probability, too, the institution of such churches was designed by him, because their conditions and order best suits the ends of the edification of his saints.
	6. That congregational churches were designed in the institution of Christ, proved from instances of the primitive churches planted by the apostles. The first instance assigned from the states and order of the church at Corinth.
	7. That the name of a church given in the New Testament to congregational churches rather than any other (as is proved from several texts, 1 Corinthians 11:18; Romans 16:1,5; 1 Corinthians 4:17; etc.) proves congregational churches to have been intended by Christ in his institution of a church, they most properly being both in name and nature such. That a presbyterian assembly of elders cannot properly be called a church, evinced by several arguments.
	8. The instances of the churches settled by the apostles in the lesser cities and villages, prove a congregational church to be according to the apostolical and primitive form.
	9. That the account which the Scripture gives us of a single chnrch established by the apostles in one city, demonstrates congregational churches to have been by the primitive institution of Christ.
	10. The constitution of a congregational church evidenced to be by the wise appointment of Christ, because it is so exactly accommodated to the various conditions of saints.
	11. That the forming of saints into churches, under the government of elders, is a matter of that needful order as requires a divine institution for it. That it was also requisite that the extent of those churches, and the limits of the elders' jurisdiction, should be set and determined by Christ.
	12. That it is the prerogative of Christ's power and wisdom to determine the due limits of churches, and the boundaries of the elders' power.

	Book III: Particular congregations, having a sufficient number of elders and officers, are completely enabled for all acts of government, and excommunication itself, within themselves, as well as for worship.
	1. That a particular congregation of saints, having a sufficient number of elders, is a complete subject of church power and government, proved: 1, from the power which they have to examine and admit members; 2, from their power of suspending from the sacrament; 3, from their being a perfect political church.
	2. The fourth, fifth, and sixth arguments, to prove a single congregation to be a complete subject of ecclesiastical power, drawn, 1, from being a body of Christ completely ordained; 2, because worship and government are commensurate; 3, from the nature of excommunication.
	3. The seventh argument, to prove that a single congregation is the entire seat of church power, because thus there appears a harmony in all the ecclesiastical administrations.
	4. The eighth, ninth, and tenth argument, to prove a congregational church to be the due subject of ecclesiastical power; because admonitions are to be given, and excommunication to be administered, in the presence of such a church.
	5. The eleventh and twelfth arguments, proving single congregations enabled to exert all acts of church power. That such churches there were in the first ages of Christianity. That the apostles planted such churches that had the entire power within themselves.
	6. Some exceptions made against the last argument, as not conclusive, removed, how we are to consider the churches, at first planted by the apostles, as patterns and examples to us.
	7. Two queries resolved: 1. When a church hath but one elder, or none at all, whether it retains its power? 2. Whether a particular congregation, having complete power in itself, may oblige itself, in a constant way, to ask advice and direction from a consistory of presbyteries? Resolved in the negative, and proved by several reasons.
	8. Some objections answered.

	Book IV: The claims of the Presbyterian government considered and refuted. That the church universal is not a church political, and the seat of government. That the institution for worship and government falleth not upon the saints in a nation, as a nation or kingdom, to be the seat of it. That an argument cannot be urged for a national church government, from the instance of the Jewish pattern. That a standing presbytery is not to be set up to exercise power and jurisdiction over particular congregations.
	1. That the church universal is not a church political, and the seat of instituted government.
	2. That the institution for worship and government falleth not upon the saints in a nation, qua nation or kingdom, as the seat of it.
	3. That the external institutions of Christ, for the government of his saints under the New Testament, are not the same that was under the law, nor can the government of the Jewish church be made a certain rule for the government of the church of Christ.
	4. Whether a fixed and constant assembly of presbyters or elders have a right of authority over particular congregations. The question stated.
	5. That if a presbytery of elders be elected, having power over many congregations, besides their general relation, they would also bear a particular relation to each congregation.
	6. The incongruities which flow from the elders of a presbytery sustaining special relation of elders to all the particular congregations.

	Book V: The jurisdiction of synods debated. That appeals are not necessary to the government of the churches, and therefore there is no necessity of synods upon that account. What power may be allowed to a synod occasionally meeting to consider the maladministration of any particular church. That they have not that grand prerogative of power given by Christ to excommunicate other churches, and so by that rod to enforce them to revoke their sentence of maladministration, and to receive a person wrongfully excommunicated by them. The subordination of synods considered and refuted. Though particular churches are not subject to the jurisdiction of synods, yet they are not wholly independent, but there is a communion which they ought to hold one with another.
	1. Concerning appeals; that they are not absolutely necessary to the government of the churches.
	2. What power synods composed of the elders of particular churches, occasionally assembled, have in case of maladministration by any particular church.
	3. The other prerogative of power challenged by synods, to excommunicate other churches, considered and invalidated.
	4. Arguments against subordination of synods to exercise ecclesiastical jurisdiction or government. The first argument, that there is no warrant or designment of such a subordination in all the Scriptures.
	5. The second argument against subordination of synods, that it would introduce a foreign ecclesiastical power over every state and kingdom. The third argument, that there is no constant standing rule by which such a subordination should be ordered and managed.
	6. The fourth argument against subordination of synods, that it requireth representation of spiritual power, arising from other representations.
	7. Reasons against the allegation brought, of Acts 15, for the subordination of synods, provincial, national, ecumenical. And, reason against the argument drawn from the analogy of Matthew 18.
	8. Of the intercourse or communion which particular churches are to hold one with another. That there is a twofold communion of saints, the one arising from the relation which they all hear to one another as members of Christ's mystical body; the other, which proceeds from their being formed into particular churches by Christ's institution. That the duties of catholic communion, which one believer owes to another, by virtue of their all being members of the same mystical body of Christ, those duties one or many churches may and ought to perform to another church.
	9. The several duties of communion which one church owes to another enumerated. That this communion doth not include in it, that one church may exercise any act of jurisdiction over another.
	10. That though it were granted that the elders of one church might exercise acts of authority and jurisdiction in another occasionally, and when called to do so by that church, yet from this cannot be concluded that authority over particular congregations which our presbyterian brethren challenge.
	11. That churches in the same nation are obliged to maintain a nearer communion, one with another, than what all churches, though separated by distinct kingdoms, are bound to by virtue of their catholic obligation.
	12. That though no church or churches have the power to excommunicate any other churches, yet they have authority of declaring non-communion with them upon occasion of just offence.

	Book VI: Of the constitution of a particular congregational church. The rise, institution, and definition of it. A comparison between it and the church universal. That Christ hath given to his saints a right and liberty of gathering into such holy societies. That in doing so they are not guilty of sinful separation or schism. Of the divers kind of officers in a church. That there is an institution for each sort. That the pastor and teacher are equal in authority and power. Of the exercise of the communion of saints, which the members of a church ought to have, one with another.
	1. The reasons why God and Christ would have a church, as a seat of divine worship, wherein they might be adored and praised. What a church is. That saints or persons regenerated, and holy are the proper matter of it. The church is either the universal mystical church, or a particular congregation. The grounds of this distinction shewed from Scripture.
	2. The reasons why Christ hath instituted a congregational church.
	3. A comparison between the church mystical, universal, and an instituted particular church. Wherein they both agree, and in what respects there is a difference between the one and the other. The definition of a congregational church.
	4. That Jesus Christ hath given liberty and power to his saints to embody themselves into congregational churches. That in doing so, they are not guilty of sinful separation or schism.
	5. That it is necessary there should be various kinds of officers in a church, and that each should be settled by a divine institution.
	6. That particular congregations are each of them, to have more elders than one set over them for the public administration of their worship and government.
	7. That the Lord Jesus Christ hath not only appointed many officers to be in every particular church, but hath assigned offices of different kinds, which they ought to discharge, Romans 12:3–8.
	8. Wherein the distinction of the officers in a church consists, and what are the due and proper bounds of their several offices and duties; the difference between pastor, elder, and teacher stated. That pastor and teacher are co-ordinate, and that one hath not authority and power superior to the other; what are their distinct offices and administrations.
	9. That a pastor and teacher, and many other officers of a particular church, have the promise of a special blessing from God. That accordingly they do receive such a special blessing, suited to the rank and order of their office, to give success in the execution of it, beyond what a mere preacher can expect. Psalm 133:1–3.
	10. Of the communion of saints, which the members of a church ought to have one with another.

	Book VII: That the preaching of the gospel is an ordinance of Jesus Christ, instituted for the conversion of sinners, and for the edification of the saints. Of the use and necessity of ministers wholly set apart to preach. That Christ by his institution hath appointed a due maintenance for ministers. Concerning the time for the administration of ordinances, and whether the sacrament of the Lord's Supper ought to be administered on every Lord's Day. Whether, in case of necessity, a church may by common consent divide themselves, to meet in several parts, and receive the Lord's supper in such distinct meetings, rather than omit that ordinance wholly. Whether in case of apparent danger of life, loss of estate rationally foreseen, or in case of force and violence, causing ordinances to cease, there may not be prudent forbearance or secret avoidance. Whether one who is not a church member may be the subject of baptism. Whether one who is not a pastor may administer baptism. Whether a church may depose [...]
	1. That the preaching of the gospel is an ordinance instituted by Christ, for the conversion of sinners, and edification of the saints. The reason why he hath chosen the preaching of the word by men to be the means of salvation rather than any other. The pleas which men make against their constant attendance on the preaching of the word as needless, answered. Romans 10:14–18.
	2. Of the end and design of the ministry, and of the use and necessity of ministers set apart to preach, and devoting themselves wholly to that work. Ephesians 4:8.
	3. The character and duty of a true, faithful minister of the gospel. 1 Timothy 4:16.
	4. Of the minister's maintenance. Of the right and tenure hy which he hath a claim to it. Of the ways and means by which it is to be settled and raised.
	5. Whether the sacrament of the Lord's supper ought to be administered on every Lord's day. Acts 2:42 compared with Acts 20:7.
	6. Some cases concerning the time of the administration of ordinances resolved.
	7. Whether a church of Christ may lawfully make an agreement among themselves to divide themselves into several parts, and to have the sacrament of the Lord's Supper administered to one of those parts one Lord's Day, and so successively to every part of the church.
	8. Whether, in case of apparent danger of life, loss of estate rationally foreseen, or in case of violence and force causing ordinances to cease, there may not be a prudent forbearance or secret avoidance.
	9. Two cases resolved: whether a person, who is not a church member, may be the subject of baptism; whether a minister, who is not a pastor, may administer baptism.
	10. Whether a church may depose an officer for a crime which deserves not excommunication.
	11. Of anointing with oil.
	12. Of the lawfulness of gathering churches out of other churches. How if rightly stated it is not a separation. That the Christian magistrate may lawfully tolerate such churches.
	13. What liberty of conscience is to be indulged. That peace and love is the great law of Christ that is to be observed among Christians, who ought therefore to hear with one another. What principles and practices are contrary to this law. Romans 15:1–4. Galatians 6:2.





