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	The Works of Thomas Goodwin (Volume 4)
	Table of Contents
	Christ Set Forth (Romans 8:34)
	To the Reader
	Section I: Shewing by way of introduction that Christ is the example and object of justifying faith.
	1. The scope of these words: that they were Christ's originally. Christ the highest example of believing. Encouragements to our faith from thence.
	2. The scope and argument of this discourse is, either direction to Christ as the object of faith, or encouragement to believers, from all those particulars in Christ mentioned in the text.
	3. First, directions to Christ as the object of faith. How in a threefold consideration Christ is the object of justifying faith.

	Section II: Christ, the object and support of faith for justification, in his death.
	1. How not Christ's person simply, but Christ as dying, is the object of faith as justifying.
	2. What in Christ's death, faith seeking justification, is especially to eye and  look at.
	3. What support or matter of triump Christ's death affords to faith for justification.

	Section III: Faith supported by Christ's resurrection.
	1. Christ's resurrection supporteth faith two ways: 1. By being evidence of our justification; 2. By having an influence into our justification. The necessity of Christ's resurrection, for the procuring of our justification.
	2. For the explanation of both these is shown, how Christ sustained a double relation first, of a surety given for us; secondly, of a common person in our stead. The difference of these two, and the usefulness of these two considerations, for the explaining all the rest that follows, in this whole discourse.
	3. The first head: the evidence of justification which Christ's resurrection affords to faith, explained by two things. 1. By showing how Christ was made a surety for us. 2. How his resurrection as a surety holds forth this evidence.
	4. The second head propounded, the influence Christ's resurrection hath into justification. Two branches of the demonstration of this: First, that Christ was a common person, representing us in all he was, or did, or suffered, handled at large; more especially a common person in his resurrection.
	5. The second branch: How Christ's representing us as a common person in his resurrection, hath an influence into our justification, made forth by two things: (1.) How Christ at his resurrection was justified from our sin; (2.) That we were all then justified in him as a common person.
	6. How our faith may raise from hence just matter of triumph about our justification. An explication how we are justified by faith, although justified in Christ at his resurrection.
	7. How all this, both the support of our faith and our justification by Christ's resurrection, is sealed up to us in baptism. The conclusion. How faith may make use of Christ's resurrection in its pleas to God.

	Section IV: Faith supported by Christ's ascension, and sitting at God's right hand.
	1. A connection of this third head with the two former; showing how it affords a farther degree of triumph. Two things involved in it: 1. Christ's ascension; 2. Christ's power and authority in heaven.
	2. Showing first what evidence for our justification Christ's ascension into heaven affords unto our faith, upon that first forementioned consideration of his being a surety for us.
	3. Showing what evidence also Christ's sitting at God's right hand, having been our surety, affords to our faith for justification.
	4. Demonstrates, in the second place, what influence Christ's ascension hath in a believer's non-condemnation, upon that second premised consideration of Christ's being a common person for us. The security that faith may have from thence.
	5. Demonstrateth in like manner what influence Christ's sitting at God's right hand hath into our justification, upon that second consideration of his being a common person. And the security faith may have from thence.

	Section V: The triumph of faith from Christ's intercession.
	1. A connection of this with the former; and how this adds a further support. Two things out of the text propounded to be handled: First, the concurrency of influence that Christ's intercession hath into our salvation. Secondly, the security that faith may have there from for our justification.
	2. The first head explained by two things: First, intercession one part of Christ's priesthood, and the most excellent part of it.
	3. The second: the special peculiar influence that intercession hath into our salvation and justification, and the reasons why God appointed it to be added to the former.
	4. The second head: the great security the consideration of Christ's intercession affords to faith for our justification, showed: 1. By way of evidence; by two things.
	5. The prevalency of Christ's intercession, and the powerful influence it hath into our salvation, demonstrated, first, from the greatness of Christ, and his favor with God.
	6. Secondly, the prevalency of Christ's intercession demonstrated from the righteousness of the cause he pleads even in justice; how forcible the cry of his blood is, himself appearing to intercede with it.
	7. Thirdly, the prevalency of Christ's intercession, and of his grace with his Father, demonstrated from the greatness and absoluteness of his power to do whatever he asks.
	8. The potency and prevalency of Christ's intercession, demonstrated from the graciousness of the person with whom he intercedes, considered first as he is the Father of Christ himself.
	9. The potency of Christ's intercession demonstrated, in that he intercedes with God, who is our Father. How God's heart is as much inclined to hear Christ for us as Christ's is to intercede.
	10. The use of all; containing some encouragements for weak believers, from Christ's intercession, out of Hebrews 7:25.


	The Heart of Christ in Heaven Towards Sinners on Earth (Hebrews 4:15)
	Part I
	Part II
	Part III

	Aggravation of Sin
	1. Aggravation of Sin (Romans 7:13)
	2. Aggravations of Sinning Against Knowledge (Romans 1:21)
	3. Aggravations of Sinning Against Mercy (Romans 2:4–5)

	Encouragements to Faith (John 6:37–38)
	Preface
	The words of the text opened.
	The main observation out of the words. Demonstrations of God's heart herein, from his engagements from everlasting. How his heart stood to sinners afore the world was.
	A second sort of demonstrations. The engagements of God's heart to sinners, from and upon Christ's having died at his request.
	The second part of the observation. Demonstration of Christ's willingness to receive sinners that come to him. First, how his heart stood from everlasting.
	Demonstrations from the disposition of Christ's heart, and his carriage upon earth. As also some engagements since his death.
	Some extrinsical demonstrations of God's and Christ's willingness to pardon sinners.

	The Glory of the Gospel (Colossians 1:26–27)
	Sermon 1
	Sermon 2
	A Discourse of the Glory of the Gospel
	1. The words of the text explained. Though God had before by various ways discovered the glorious mysteries of his grace, yet the revelation of them by the Gospel excels all the other.
	2. The excellency of the Gospel proved from the profoundness of the knowledge revealed in it.
	3. Another demonstration of the excellency of the Gospel, that it is a secret mystery, a hidden and concealed wisdom.
	4. That the knowledge of the Gospel is a most excellent wisdom, because, as a peculiar favor, it is communicated by God only to some persons.
	5. The excellency of the Gospel consists in the riches of spiritual knowledge manifested in it.
	6. That the Gospel is most excellent, because it is a most glorious revelation of God and Christ to us.
	7. How it is the glory of the Gospel, that Christ is not only revealed in it, but Christ so known by the believer is in him.
	8. The glory of the Gospel farther manifested, forasmuch as Christ, the great subject of it, is, in the work of God upon us, revealed in the soul (Galatians 1:15–16)


	The Knowledge of God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 8:6)
	Book I: Of the Godhead, and the three Persons within itself. That there is but one God. That in the divine nature, or one Godhead, there are three Persons conversing with, speaking to, and glorifying one another. Which union and communion of the three Persons between themselves is peculiar to the Deity, and incommunicable to any mere creature.
	1. That God is one in essence.
	2. That this God, one in essence, is three in persons, who jointly co-operate in all God's external works.
	3. That these three persons in the Godhead are persons distinct one from the other.
	4. That the three persons in the Godhead have an union and communion between themselves apart, and incommunicable unto us.
	5. Of giving glory to God. That it is a duty incumbent upon us, proved by numerous instances in Scripture. That we are to glorify God, not only nor chiefly for the benefit he bestows on us, but for the glory of his name, and the excellence and blessedness of his nature. Some reasons given, that grace in us may be raised to this high strain. (1 Peter 5:11)
	6. A more punctual explication what it is to give glory to God in himself or works, set out by a comparative with all the other ways of glorifying God, which it far exceeds.
	7. The glory of God which appears in his kingdom and universal dominion, whereby he rules over all; as it is described in Psalm 84:6–15.

	Book II: Of the Son of God, the second person in the Trinity. What his person is, considered in himself. He is the eternal Son of the Father, one God in essence with him. The Son, the second person took the man Jesus into personal union with himself; and so Christ is God-man joined into one person. (1 Corinthians 8:6)
	1. How greatly it imports us to have a true knowledge of the person of Christ. What his person is. That he existed from all eternity with God as a person; and was not merely a manifestation of the Deity in time, and then only existent when he first appeared in the world.
	2. Who this person was that existed from eternity. The two titles which are given to him, as existing before the world was: 1. That he is 'the Word'; 2. 'The Son of God'. His first title, 'the Word,' imports two things: his being eternally begotten of the Father, as the image of his essential glory: and that he is given to us by God as his word, whereby he manifests himself.
	3. That he was the Son of God, who existed throughout all ages, and from eternity. This proved by all those instances of Scriptures wherein his eternal existence is asserted, and wherein the title of Son of God is also ascribed to him.
	4. What kind of Son he is to God, or in what sense he is the Son of God. He is the proper Son of God in a special peculiar manner, such as no other person can be said to be. He is styled to only begotten Son of God, which can be affirmed of no creature. This imports that his eternal generation is the foundation of his sonship. He is called the Son of the living God; that he is begotten of him in his own likeness; and is of the same nature and substance with him. That he is God by an identity, of one and the same essence of the Godhead, and not by union only, or office.
	5. That the second person of the Trinity assumed human nature into personal union with himself, and so is God-man in one person forever.

	Book III: Of the glories and royalties that belong unto Jesus Christ, considered as God-man in one person (besides what accrued to him from his performance of the work of our redemption), and which were appointed for him, by his Fahter, from all eternity. The apparent manifestations of the divine attributes in the person of Jesus Christ God-man. The designation of him in God's first decrees, as the end for whom all the creatures were made. The part that he bore as God-man in the creation, as by him all things were created. The appointment of him by God to be one Lord over all, under him one God; and to be in a more special respect the head of the elect, on whom they were to hold the tenure of all the blessings bestowed on them above the dues of creation.
	1. A preface giving a short scheme or draft of the ensuing discourse. An exposition of Colossians 1:15–19; all that is spoken there of Christ must be ascribed to him as God-man.
	2. The personal native glories and royalties which belong to the Son of God, as dwelling in our nature. How the divine attributes are inherent, and shine forth in that man Jesus, so united to the Son of God. In what sense he is the image of the invisible God. How he is the wisdom and the power of God. His human nature does not possess those perfections in that high degree, as they are attributes in the divine nature, and so infinite; but he hath them in a nearer resemblance than any mere creature is capable of. In what respects he also has independency and sovereignty. It is upon the union of the human nature with the Son of God, that it is invested with his high privilege.
	3. The honor and royalties that appertain unt o Christ, God-man, as ordained such in God's first decrees, to be the final cause or end of the whole creation and works of God. In what sense he is the first-born of every creature. The reasons why it is not to be understood in respect of his eternal generation as Son of God. It is spoken of him in consideration of a dignity or birthright which the man Jesus Christ, united with the second person in the Trinity, has above all other creatures. He is also the first-born, in that he was first in order intended in the eternal purposes of God. He is the final cause or end for which all things were created. And upon the presupposition of his being decreed to be God-man, it belonged to him as his due to be the universal end for whom all things should be made. This was a high prerogative, of which no mere creature could be capable.
	4. That by this designed union of the Son of God to this individual creature the man Jesus, and in the person of this his Son so considered, God hath and doth make the highest manifestation of his glory, and communication of himself, such as by no created ways or means else could have been attained.
	5. The glory which Christ, as God-man, had assigned him before the world was, in his election by the Father, manifested in an explication of John 17:5. Whether that expression, 'Glorify me now with the glory which I had with thee before the world was,' be spoken of Christ, as second person in the Trinity, as God, or as God-man, appointed in God's eternal decree. In what proper sense this might be said by the man Jesus, ' Glorify now me,' and so forth. How as God-man he can be said to have had this glory with the Father before the world was, when as such he did not then exist. What glory it is that is here intended, it is a glory due to his person, God-man, distinct from, and superior to what followed, upon his performance of the work of our redemption.
	6. The exposition of some other passages in John 17, that God, having first predestinated Christ to be God-man, this moved him to elect us, to complete his glory. The first motive was, that as he was to be an head, there might not be wanting to him a perfect body to participate with him in the enjoyment of his blessedness. How the marriage of Adam in paradise was a type of the relation between Christ and the elect his spouse, designed before the consideration of the fall. The second motive was, that a glory additional to Christ's personal glory, might accrue to him as God-man, from their being elected. The third motive was drawn from the interest and part which Christ, predestinated God-man, had, together with his Father, in electing them; John 17:22, 'And the glory which thou gavest me, I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one.' The meaning of the words explained by answers to some queries. What that glory is which the Father had given to Christ. What that glory is which...
	7. That God consituted from eternity Jesus Christ God-man, to be one universal Lord under himself, over all the creatures he intended to make.
	8. That the title of Lord, though it imports him that is God, and connotates with it his being God; yet in this Corinthian text (and elsewhere), doth primarily note a relation to an office or a dignity put on him by the Father, as considered to be God-man, and not simply his being second person, God with God only. The apostle's intent here is, to set him forth in the dependence that all things, etc., have of him as such, and not upon him as second person, simply considered. It is a title of office which he bears afore God, considered as God-man. The fitness, fulness, and sufficiency of this person, Christ, God-man, to discharge this office of one Lord. For what reasons it was necessary that he should be God-man in one person, to qualify him for the employment.
	9. That all things do depend upon Christ as one Lord, as God-man, as well as upon the Father, as one God. God's eternal purposes concerning the whole creation were made in Christ, as God-man. By him God made the world. The more peculiar dependence, which the elect have on Christ, God-man,as their head. They hold of him the tenure of a spiritual being, above what they had by creation, and of all supernatural blessings and benefits.
	10. How all things depend on Christ, God-man; and what influence he hath into them; further proved and illustrated by that text in Colossians 1:16. Some cautions premised for the understanding it aright. What is meant by those expressions, 'in him' and 'by him' are all things.
	11. That Christ as God-man is the Creator of all things, proved by scriptures. The first proof out of the former text reassumed: 1 Corinthians 8:6, 'By whom are all things.' Some further explanation how this is attributed to him as God-man, in answers to some queries respecting it.
	12. That Christ, as God-man, is the Creator of all things, proved from John 1:1–3. Whether ho logos, 'the Word', import not as the second person existing, as God with God in the beginning, so withal connotating that person, as sustaining before God the personage of God-man, by whom as such all things were created. An interpretation of Proverbs 8:22–32, with a parallel between that scripture and this of John 1:1–3. A brief exposition of John 1:1–14.
	13. How Christ, God-man, is subservient to God in all the works of his providence. He upholds and supports all things. He governs the world, and rules all affairs in it. After his government is expired, at the end of the world, he will judge all creatures, both angels and men. (Colossians 1:17)






