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iv. 14. " seeing then that we have a great
passed into the heavens, Jesus the son of
Here is encouragement
fast our profession."
One is, that Jesus, our
to perseverance on a double account.
head, is already in heaven ; and if the head be above water, the
body cannot drown. The other is from the business he is there
employed about, which is his priesthood ; he is passed into the

encourages

Heb.

also,

" Hio-h-priest tliat
" God, let us hold

is

heavens, as our great High-priest, to intercede, and therefore we
cannot miscarry.
4. Let it encourage you to constancy in prayer : O do not neglect that excellent duty, seeing Christ
petitions to

God

;

is

there to present

your
So the
Let us

all

yea, to perfume as well as present them.
16. infers from Christ's intercession ; "

Heb. iv.
" therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
" obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
4. Hence be encouraged to plead for Christ on earth, who con*
If any accuse you, he is there
tinuully pleads for you in heaven.
to plead for you
and if any dishonour him on earth, see that you
Thus you have heard
plead his interest, and defend his honour.
what his intercession is, and what benefits we receive by it.
Blessed be Godfor Jesus Christ.
apostle,

r>

:

SERMON

A

XIV.

Vindication of the Satisfaction of Christ, as the
Effect or Fruit of his Priesthood.

Gal.

hi.

first

13.

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
curse for us.

made

a,

10U

have seen the general nature, necessity and parts of
Before you
viz. oblation and intercession.
part from this office, it is necessary you should farther take into
Christ's priesthood,

and effects of his priesthood;
complete satisfaction and the acquisition or purchase of

consideration the principal fruits

which

are,

The former, viz. The satisfaction, made by
manifestly contained in this excellent scripture before
us, wherein the apostle (having shewn before, at ver. 10. that
whosoever " continues not in all things written in the law, to do
" them, are cursed)'1 declares how, notwithstanding the threats

an eternal

inheritance.

his blood,

is

of the law, a believer comes to be freed from the curse of

it,

name-
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Christ's bearing that curse for him,

and discharging the believer from

and
all

so satisfying

God's

obligations to punish*,

ment.

More particularly, in these words you have the believer's discharge from the curse of the law, and the way and manner thereof opened.
1. The believers discharge ; Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law.
The law of God hath three parts, commands,
promises, and threatenings or curses.
The curse of the law is its
condemning sentence, whereby a sinner is bound over to death,
even the death of soul and body.
The chain, by which it binds
him, is the guilt of sin ; and from which none can loose the soul
but Christ. This curse of the law is the most dreadful thing imaginable ; it strikes at the life of a sinner, yea, his best life, the
eternal life of the soul
and when it hath condemned, it is inexorable, no cries nor tears, no reformation nor repentance can loose
the guilty sinner ; for it requires for its reparation that which no
mere creature can give, even an infinite satisfaction. Now from
this curse Christ frees the believer ; that is, he dissolves the
obligation to punishment, cancels the hand-writing, looses all the
bonds and chains of guilt, so that the curse of the law hath nothing to do with him for ever.
have here the way and manner in and by which this is
2.
done ; and that is by a full price paid down, and that price paid
in the room of the sinner *, both making up a complete and full
He pays a full price, every way adequate and proporsatisfaction.
tionable to the wrong.
So much this word, -/j/xag tfyyooatfev, which
we translate redeemed, imports; he hath bought us out,
or fully bought us
that is, by a full price.
This price with
which he so fully bought or purchased our freedom from the curse,
is not only called Xt/7gou, Mat. xx. 28. or ransom, but more emphatically av1i\v1gov, in 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. which might be translated an
adequate or fully answerable ransom. And so his freeing us by this
price, is not only expressed by jjyo^acag rw @sw 7)>au$, " Thou hast
" bought us to God by thy blood," Rev. v. 9. but sgrr/ooasev r^ug,
he hath fully, perfectly, bought us out.
And as the price or ransom paid was full, perfect, and sufficient
in itself; so it was paid in our room, and upon our account: so
" By his being made a curse for us," the meaning is
saith the text,
-f*
:

We

;

* As he who is
by putting on the

redeems a captive by substituting himself in his room, and
them off: so Christ was willing to be obnoxious to the fulfilling of the law that be might acquire immunity to us. Calv,
on Gnl. iv.
f He is said to be made a curse and to be made sin but he is not made the curse
itself, to wit, formally, but our curse was imputed to him.
Cyril,
free,

chains, the other puts

:
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was made the very curse itself, changed into a
no more than when the word is said to be made flesh, the
divine nature was converted into flesh, but it assumed or took flesh ;
and so Christ took the curse upon himself; therefore it is said,
2 Cor. v. 21* " He was made sin for us who knew no sin ;" that is,
our sin was imputed to our surety, and laid upon him for satisfacnot, that Christ

curse

;

And

tion.

so this

word

j«rsg

implies a substitution of one,
Now the price being full, and

[for]

in the place and stead of another.

paid in lieu of our

sins,

from the curse,

livered

and thereupon we fully redeemed or defollows, as a fair and just deduction,

it

that,

The death of Christ hath made a full
of his elect.

Doct.

for

" He

satisfaction to

God

all the sins

our surety, Christ) was oppressed, and he was a£.
prophet, Isa. lii. 7. it may be fitly rendered,
(and the words will bear it without the least force) it was exacted^
and answered. But how, being either way translated, it establisheth the satisfaction of Christ, may be seen in our learned Annotations on that place.
So Col. i. 14. " In whom we have anoXvrpojgit
u dia rx a 'tare; redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sin."
Here we have the benefit, viz. redemption interpreted by way of opposition, " even the remission of sins;" and
the matchless price that was laid down to purchase it, the blood of
Christ.
So again, Heb. ix. IS. " By his own blood he entered
" once into the holy place, having obtained aiuviav 'Avrougiv, eternal
" redemption for us." Here is eternal redemption, the mercy
purchased his own blood, the price that procured it.
Now forasmuch as this doctrine of Christ's satisfaction is so
*c

(to wit

flicted," saith the

i

ifc

:

necessary, weighty,

and comfortable

in itself,

and yet so much

opposed and intricated by several enemies to it ; the method I
shall take for the clearing, establishing, and preparing it for use,
shall be,

To

Fiist,

what

open the nature of Christ's

satisfaction,

and shew

it is.

To

Secondly,

establish the truth of

full satisfaction to

To

Thirdly,
against

And

it,

and prove that he made

for all the sins of the elect.

answer the most considerable objections made

it.

To apply it.
What is the satisfaction of

lastly,

First,

Wh

God

t

dSv

f Jf f

and what doth it imply ?
of Christ, God-man 9
presenting himself as our surety in obedience to
Christ,

^ answer, satisfaction is the act

'

•

l
'

God and

love to us

;

to

do and

to suffer all that tlie
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law required of us: thereby freeing us from the wrath and curse
due to us for sins.
1. It is the act of God-man*; no other was capable of giving
But by reason of
satisfaction for an infinite wrong done to God.
the union of the two natures in his wonderful person, he could
do it, and hath done it for us. The human nature did what was
necessary in its kind ; it gave the matter of the sacrifice the divine
nature stampt the dignity and value upon it, which made it an
so that it was opus faavbyxov, the act of
adequate compensation
God-man ; yet so, that each nature retained its own properties,
:

:

notwithstanding their joint influence into the

effect.

If the angels

heaven had laid down their lives, or if the blood of all the men
in the world had been poured out by justice, this could never have
satisfied ; because that ag/w<r/j, worth and value which this sacri" It was God that refice hath, would have still been wanting.
" deemed the church with his own blood," Acts xx. 18. If God
redeem with his own blood, he redeems as God-man, without
any dispute.
2. If he satisfy God for us, he must present himself before
God, as our surety, in our stead, as well as for our good ; else
his obedience had signified nothing to us ; to this end he was
" made under the law," Gal. iv. 4. comes under the same obligation with us, and that as a surety, for so he is called, Heb. vii.
22.
Indeed his obedience and sufferings could be exacted from
him upon no other account. It was not for any thing he had
done that he became a curse. It was prophesied of him, Dan. ix*
26. " The Messiah shall be cut off, but not for himself;" and
being dead, the scriptures plainly assert it was for our sins, and
upon our account: so 1 Cor. xv. 3. " Christ died for our sins,
" according to the scriptures."
in

And it is well observed by our divines, who assert the vicegerency and substitution of Christ in his sufferings, that all those
which we translate [for] when applied to the sufdo note the meritorious, deserving, procuring
cause of those sufferings.
So you find, Heb. x. 12. " He offered
" one sacrifice uvsg a^aormv^ for sins." 1 Pet. iii. 18. " Christ
" once suffered, crag/, for sins." Rom. iv. 25. " He was deliver" ed, &a, for our offences." Mat. xx. 28. " He gave his life a
" ransom, ai/r/, for many." And there are that confidently affirm this last particle is never used in any other sense in the whole

Greek

particles

ferings of Christ

* This satisfaction had in it sufficient and in some respect infinite value.
I
In
respect of the person offering it, who was God.
2. In respect of what be offered ;
for he offered himself, God and man. 3. In respect of the manner of offering, in
which there was a certain divine perfection in regard of the bypostatical (or personal union). Ames, medul. p. 98.

Vol.

I.

M
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book of God ; as " an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,"" i. e.
one in lieu of another. Just as those whom the Greeks called
avr^v^joi men that exchanged their lives, or gave life for life,
staking down their own to deliver another's, as Philumene did for
}

Aristides.

And

so the poet Virgil speaks

;

Sijratrem Pollux alterna morte redemit*

And indeed, this very consideration is that which supports tli6
doctrine of imputation, the imputation of our sins to Christ, and
the imputation of Christ's righteousness unto us, Itom. v. 19.
For
how could our sins be laid on him, but as he stood in our stead ?
or his righteousness be imputed to us, but as he was our surety,
performing it in our place * ; so that to deny Christ's sufferings in
our stead, is to lose the corner-stone of our justification, and overthrow the very pillar which supports our faith, comfort and salvation.
Indeed if this had not been, he would have been the righteous Lord, but not the Lord our righteousness, as he is stiled, Jer.
xxxiii. 16.
So that it was but a vain distinction, to say it was^/or
Our good, but not in our stead: for had he not been in our stead,
we could not have had the good of it.
3. The internal moving cause of Christ's satisfaction for us, was
his obedience to God, and love to us.
That it was an act of obedience, is plain from Phil. ii. 8. " He became obedient unto
w death, even the death of the cross." Now obedience respects a
command, and such a command Christ received to die for us, as
himself tells us, John x. 18. " I lay down my life of myself; I
j* have power to lay it down, and power to take it again
this
* c commandment have
I received of my Father." So that it was
an act of obedience with respect to God, and yet a most free and
spontaneous act with respect to himself.
And that he was moved
to it out of pity and love to us, himself assures us: Gal. v. 2.
" Christ loved us, and gave himself for us an offering and a sacri" fice to God." Upon this Paul sweetly reflected, Gal. ii. 20.
" Who loved me arid gave himself for me." As the external
moving cause was our misery, so the internal was his own love and
:

pity for us.
4. The matter of Christ's satisfaction, was his active and passive
obedience to all the law of God required -(*.
I know there are
some that doubt whether Christ's active obedience have any place
* This special imputation is the admission of the merit of another instead of that
which ought to be in the criminal himself. Bradsliaw on Jiist. p. 47.
f For if through Christ's passive obedience alone imputed, we are accounted free
from all the guilt, of the sins of every one of us of whatever kind, whether of commission or omission ; to what purpose should the active obedience of the same person
be further imputed for justification, Bradshaw. in epjs. lib. de Justif.

THE FOUNTAIN OF

SSRM. XIV*
here,
ness.

LIFE,

181

it be imputed as any part of our righteousconfessed, that scripture most frequently mentions his

and so whether
It

is

passive obedience, as that which

made

the atonement,

and pro-

cures our redemption, Matth. xx. 28. and xxvi. 28. Rom. hi. 24,
25. and elsewhere: but his passive obedience is never mentioned
exclusively, as the sole cause, or matter of satisfaction.
But in
those places where it is mentioned by itself, it is put for his whole
obedience, both active and passive, by an usual trope ; and in other
scriptures it is ascribed to both, as Gal. iv. 4. he is said, " to be
" under the law, to redeem them that were under the law." Now

" made under the law" to

cannot be restrainlaw only, but to the commands of it also. So Rom. v. 19. " As by one man's disobedience,
" many were made sinners ; so by the obedience of one, shall
" many be made righteous." It were a manifest injury to this
text also, to restrain it to the * passive obedience of Christ only.
To be short, this twofold obedience of Christ, stands opposed to a
twofold obligation that fallen man is under ; the one to do what
God requires* the other to suffer what he hath threatened for disowe him active obedience as his creatures, and pasobedience.
Suitably to his double obligation,
sive obedience as his prisoners.
Christ comes under the commandment of the law, to fulfil it actively,
Matth. iii. 15. and under the malediction of the law, to satisfy it
And whereas it is objected by some, if he fulfilled the
passively.
whole law for us by his active, what need then of his passive obereply, great need ; because both these make up that
dience ?
one, entire, and complete obedience, by which God is satisfied,
and we justified. IfIs a good rule of Alsted, obedientia Christi est
una copulativa; the whole obedience of Christ, both active and
passive, make up one intire perfect obedience ; and therefore there
is no reason why one particle, either of the one, or of the other,
should be excluded.
5. The effect and fruit of this his satisfaction, is our freedom,
ransom, or deliverance from the wrath and curse due to us for our
sins.
Such was the dignity, value, and completeness of Christ's
satisfaction *[-, that in strict justice it merited our redemption and
full deliverance ; not only a possibility that we might be redeemed
and pardoned, but a right whereby to be so, as the learned Dr.
Twiss judiciously argues. If he be made a curse for us, we must

his being

ed

this end,

to his subjection to the curse of the

We

We

* There is a twofold obedience of Christ, answering man's twofold obligation
the active for the fault committed ; the passive for the penalty incursince the fall
red, or both the former answering for both the latter.
Trel. as above.
Christ
acquired
a right to give forgiveness of sins ; but not such a right by which
f
merely they may be forgiven, but such that, in justice they ought to be all forgiven to
those for whom satisfaction is made by his death.
See TwUse de permits, lib. 2,
:

M2
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according to justice ; so the
hath set forth to
in his blood, to declare his
" righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
" forbearance of God ; to declare, I say, at this time, his righteu ousness, that God might be just, and the justifier of him that
" believeth in Jesus." Mark the design and end of God in exacting satisfaction from Christ, it was to declare his righteousness
and lest we should lose the
in the remission of sin to believers
emphatical word, he doubles it, to declare, I say, his righteousness.
Every one can see how his mercy is declared in remission but he
would have us take notice, that his justification of believers is an
act of justice; and that God, as he is a just God, cannot condemn

then be redeemed from the curse,
apostle argues, Rom. iii. 25, 56. "
" be a propitiation, through faith

Whom God

;

:

This attribute
the believer, since Christ hath satisfied his debts.
seems to be the main bar against remission ; but now it is become
O how comfortthe very ground and reason why God remits.
able a text is this Doth Satan or conscience set forth thy sin in
all its discouraging circumstances and aggravations ? God hath set
Must justice be manifested, saforth Christ to be a propitiation.
tisfied and glorified ? So it is in the death of Christ, ten thousand
Thus you have
times more than ever it could in thy damnation.
a brief account of the satisfaction made by Jesus Christ.
shall gather up all that hath been said to establish
Secondly,
the truth of Christ's satisfaction ; proving the reality of it, that it
is not an improper, catachrestical, fictitious satisfaction, by divine
acceptilation, as some have very diminutively called it ; but real, proand full, and as such accepted by God. b For his blood is the
Eer,
lood of a Surety, Heb. vii. 22. who came under the same obligations
of the law with us, Gal. iv. 4. and though he had no sin of his own,
yet standing before God as our Surety, the iniquities of us all
were laid upon him, Isa. liii. 6. and from him did the Lord, with
great severity, exact satisfaction for our sins, Rom. viii. 32. punish
them upon his soul, Matth. xxvii. 46. and upon his body, Acts ii.
23. and with this obedience of his Son, is fully pleased and satisfied, Eph. v. 2. and hath in token thereof raised him from the
dead, and set him at his own right hand, 1 Tim. iii. 16. and for
his righteousness-sake acquitted and discharged believers, who shall
never more come into condemnation, Rom. viii. 1, 34. All this
is plain in scripture ; and our faith in the satisfaction of Christ, is
not built on the wisdom of man, but the everlasting sealed truth
of God yet such is the perverse nature of man, and the pride of
his heart, that whilst he should be humbly adoring the grace of
God, in providing such a Surety for us, he is found accusing the
justice, and diminishing the mercy of God, and raising all the objections which Satan and his own heart can invent, to overturn
!

We

:

;

:
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hath built up his

own

ho-

Thirdly, In the next place, therefore, we shall reject those docand remove the principal of those objections that are found
militating against the satisfaction of Christ.
And, in the first place, we reject with deep abhorrence that
doctrine, which ascribes to man any power, in whole, or in part,
This, no mere
to satisfy God for his own, or other men's sins.
creature can do by active obedience, were it so complete that he
could never sin in thought, word, or deed, any more, but live the
most holy life that ever any lived for all this would be no more
than his duty as a creature, Luke xvii. 10. and so can be no satisfaction for what he is by nature, or hath done against God as a
sinner.
Nor yet by suffering ; for we have offended an infinite
God, and can never satisfy him by our finite sufferings.
also, with like detestation, reject that doctrine which
makes the satisfaction of Christ either impossible, or fictitious, and
Many are the
inconsistent with grace, in the free pardon of sin.
cavils raised against Christ's satisfaction ; the principal are such as
trines,

:

We

these that follow
Object. The doctrine

of Christ'*s

satisfaction is absurd, for Christ

(say we) is God ; if so then, God satisfies himself than which what
can be more absurd to imagine ?
Sol I answer, God cannot properly be said to satisfy himself;
for that would be the same thing as to pardon, simply, without
any satisfaction. But there is a twofold consideration of Christ ; *

one in respect of his Essence and Divine Nature, in which sense
he is the object both of the offence, and of the satisfaction made
for it.
Another in respect of his person and ceconomy, or office
in which sense he properly satisfies God, being in respect of his
manhood another, and inferior to God, John xiv. 28. The blood
of the man Christ Jesus is the matter of the satisfaction ; the Dicervine Nature dignifies it, and makes it of infinite value -f\
tain family had committed treason against the king, and are all
under the condemnation of the law for it the king's son moved
with pity and love, resolves to satisfy the law, and yet save the family ; in order whereunto he marries a daughter of the family,
whereby her blood becomes royal blood, and worth the blood of
the whole family whence she sprang ; this princess is by her hus-

A

;

one thing to treat of Christ's divinity according to its nature, considered
by itself: another thing to treat of it as in his person. TrelcaU
he is one with
f Christ, according to his divine nature, is one with God ; as man
as man, or by volunon the other part, as God, he is at a distance from us
us
tary ceconomy, at a distance from God.
Idem. Hid. See Dawn, vn Col. 103. and
* It

is

distinctly

:

:

Cameron, p. 561.
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In this case the king satisin the room of the rest.
not himself for the wrong, but is satisfied by the death of anoThis similitude
ther, equivalent in worth to the blood of them all.
answers not to all the particulars, as indeed nothing in nature doth,
"or can; but it only shews what it was that satisfied God, and how

band executed
fies

it

became so
Object.

satisfactory.

If Christ satisfied by paying our debt,

then he should have
we should, and the damned shall.
must distinguish betwixt what is essential, and what is

endured eternal torments
Sol.

We

;

for

so

The primary intent of the law is repahe that can make it at one intire payment
(as Christ could and did) ought to be discharged.
He that cannot
(as no mere creature can) ought to he for ever, as the damned do,
under sufferings.
Object. If God will be satisfiedfor our sins before he pardon them,
accidental in punishment.
ration

and

satisfaction

;

pardon an act ofgrace.
Pardon could not be an act of pure grace, if God received
satisfaction from us
but if he pardon us upon the satisfaction received from Christ, though it be of debt to him, it is of grace to us
for it was grace to admit a Surety to satisfy, more grace to provide
him, and most of all to apply his satisfaction to us, by uniting us to
liow then is
Sol.

;

Christ, as he hath done.

Object.

But God

qf God

the love

loved us before Christ died for us

to the

world that moved him

to

;

for

it

was

give his only-begot-

Could God love us, and yet not be reconciled and satisfied ?
God's complacent love is indeed inconsistent with an unreconciled state He is reconciled to every one he so loves.
But his
benevolent love, consisting in his purpose of good, may be before
ten Son.
Sol.

:

actual reconciliation
Object.

Temporal

if Christ have fully

and

satisfaction.

a part of the curse,
by bearing the curse for us, how is it,

death, as well as eternal, is
satisfied

whom he bare it, die as well as others f
temporal death is a penal evil, and part of the curse, so
God inflicts it not upon believers ; but they must die for other
ends, viz. to be made perfectly happy in a more full and immediate
enjoyment of God, than they can have in the body and so, death
is theirs by way of privilege, 1 Cor. hi. 22. They are not deatKs by
way of punishment. The same may be said of all the afflictions
with which God, for gracious ends, now exercises his reconciled
that those for
Sol.

As

:

Thus much may suffice to establish this great truth.
Inference 1, If the death of Christ was that which satisfied God
for all the sins of the elect, then certainly there is an infinite evil in,
sin. since it cannot be expiated but by an infinite satisfaction.
Fools
make a mock at sin, and there are but few souls in the world that
pre duly sensible of, and affected with its evil ; but certainly, if God

ones.

THE FOUNTAIN OF

SERM. XIV.

damn

thee to

LIFE.

185

thy eternal sufferings could not
one vain thought. * It may be you
may think this is harsh and severe, that God should hold his creatures under everlasting sufferings for sin, and never be satisfied
with them any more.
But when you have well considered, that
the object against whom you sin, is the infinite blessed God, which
derives an infinite evil to the sin committed against him; and
should

satisfy for the

when you

all eternity,

evil that is in

consider

how God

dealt with the angels that

fell,

for

one sin, and that but of the mind ; (for having no bodily organs,
they could commit nothing externally against God :) you will alter
your minds about it. O the depth of the evil of sin If ever you
will see how great and horrid an evil sin is, measure it in your
thoughts, either by the infinite holiness and excellency of God,
!

who is wronged by it ; or by the infinite sufferings of Christ, who
died to satisfy for it ; and then you will have deeper apprehensions
of the evil of sin.
Inf. 2. If the death of Christ satisfied God, and thereby redeemed the elect from the curse then the redemption of souls is
costly ; souls are dear things, and of great value with God. " Ye
" know, (says the apostle,) that ye were not redeemed with cor:

"

ruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation,
by tradition ; but with the precious blood of the Son of
" God, as of a lamb without spot," 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. Only the
blood of God is found an equivalent price for the redemption of
«'

received

Gold and silver may redeem from Turkish, but not from
bondage.
The whole creation sold to the utmost worth of
it, is not a value for the redemption of one soul.
Souls are very
dear ; he that paid for them found them so yet how cheaply do
sinners sell their souls, as if they were but low priced commodities !
but you that sell your souls cheap, will buy repentance dear.
Inf. 3. If Christ's death satisfied God for our sins, how unparal:
leled is the love of Christ to poor sinners ! It is much to pay a pecuniary debt to free another, but who will pay his own blood for
another ?
have a noted instance of j- Zaleucus, that famous
Locrensian lawgiver, who decreed, that whoever was convicted of
adultery, should have both his eyes put out.
It so fell out that
his own Son was brought before him for that crime
hereupon the
souls.

hellish

:

We

:

*

By

we are greatly excited both to caution, and to detesFor it must surely be a deadly evil which could not be otherwise
cured than by Christ's death. What man therefore, seriously considering that his
sins were no other way expiated than by the blood of the very Son of God, will not
tremble at the thoughts of trampling, as it were, on that most precious blood by
daily sinning ? Davtn. on Col. chap. i. ver. 20.
this

death of Christ

tation of sin.

f Valerius, book

vi.

chap. 5.
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suit for his pardon.

At

length the fa-

overcome by their importunities, and not unwilling to
shew what lawful favour he might to his son, he first put out one
of his own eyes, and then one of his son's ; and so shewed himself
both a merciful father, and a just lawgiver ; so tempering mercy
-with justice, that both the law was satisfied, and his son spared.
This is written by the historian as an instance of singular love in
his father, to pay one half of the penalty for his son.
But Christ
did not divide, and share in the penalty with us, but bare it all.
Zaleucus did it for his son, who was dear to. him ; Christ did it
for enemies, that were fighting and rebelling against him
Rom.
" While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." " O
v. 8.
" would to God (said a holy one) I could cause paper and ink to
" speak the worth and excellency, the high and loud praises of our
<f
Brother ransomer O the ransomer needs not my report but
" O if he would take it, and make use of it I should be happy
u if I had an errand to this world but for some few years, to spread
ther, partly

:

;

!

!

"
*'

*c

"

proclamations, and out-cries, and love-letters of the highness
[the highness evermore] of the ransomer, whose clothes were
wet, and dyed in blood ; howbeit, that after that, my soul and
body should go back to their mother nothing."

Inf. 4. If Christ by dying, hath made full satisfaction, then
is no loser in pardoning the greatest qf sinners, that believe
in Jesus ; and consequently his justice can he no bar to their justifi-

God

and salvation. He is just to forgive us our
What an argument is here for a poor believer
God Lord, if thou save me by Jesus Christ, thy

John

cation

sins, 1

9-

to plead with

i.

justice will be
thou damn me, and require satisfaction at my hands, thou canst never receive it I shall
make but a dribbling payment, though I lie in hell to eternity, and
Is it not more for thy
shall still be infinitely behind with thee.
glory to receive it from Christ's hand, than to require it at mine ?
One drop of his blood is more worth than all my polluted blood. O
how satisfying a thing is this to the conscience of a poor sinner that
!

fully satisfied at one full

payment

;

but

if

:

is

objecting the multitude, aggravations, and amazing circumstances,
Can such
sins, against the possibility of their being pardoned
sinner as I be forgiven ? Yes, if thou believest in Jesus, thou

of his

a

!

for so God will lose nothing in pardoning the greatest
;
transgressors: " Let Israel hope in the Lord; for with the Lord

mayest

"

mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption," Psal.
a large stock of merit lying by him in the blood of
Christ, to pay him for all that you have done against him.
Inf. 5. Lastly, If Christ hath made such a full satisfaction as you
have heard, How much is it the concernment of every soul, to abandon all thoughts of satisfying Godfor his own sins, and betake himthere

cxxx.

7.

is

i.

e.
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self to the blood of Christ, the ransomer, by faith, that in that blood
they may be pardoned? It would grieve one's heart to see how
many poor creatures are drudging aud tugging at a task of repen-

and revenge upon themselves, and reformation, and obedience,
God for what they have done against him And alas it
cannot be, they do but lose their labour ; could they swelter their
very hearts out, weep till they can weep no more, cry till their
throats be parched, alas, they can never recompence God for one
for such is the severity of the law, that when it is
vain thought
once offended, it will never be made amends again by all that we
can do it will not discharge the sinner, for all the sorrow in the
tance,

to satisfy

:

!

;

:

world.

Indeed,

if

a

man be

in Christ, sorrow for sin

is

something,

and renewed obedience is something; God looks upon them favourably, and accepts them graciously in Christ
but out of him they
signify no more than the intreaties and cries of a condemned male:

of the judge.
You may toil
go to bed without a candle.
To that sense that scripture sounds, Isa. 1. 11. " Behold, all ve
" that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks
" walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that you have
" kindled This shall ye have of mine hand, ye shall lie down in
" sorrow." By fire, and the light of it, some understand the
sparkling pleasures of this life, and the sensitive joys of the creatures but generally it is taken for our own natural righteousness,
and all acts of duties, in order to our justification by them before
God. And so it stands opposed to that faith of recumbency spoken
of in the verse before. By their compassing themselves about with
these sparks, understand their dependance on these their duties, and
glorying in them.
But see the fatal issue, Ye shall lie dozen in
sorrow, that shall be your recompence from the hand of the Lord
that is all the thanks and reward you must expect from him, for
factor, to reverse the legal sentence
all

the days of your

life,

and

at night

:

:

slighting Christ's,

and preferring your own righteousness before

Reader, be convinced, that one act of faith in the Lord Jesus
pleases God more than all the obedience, repentance, and strivings
to obey the law, through thy whole life, can do.
And thus you
have the first special fruits of Christ's priesthood, in the full satishis.

faction of

God,

for all the sins of believers.

