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UNION IN PRAYER.

PART I.

The Text opened^ and an Account ghen ofthe Affair

proposed in the Memorial /r^^wz Scotland.

ZECH. viii. 20, 21,22.

THUS SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, IT SHAI-L YET COME TO
PASS, THAT THERE SHALL COME PEOPLE, AND THE IN-

HABITANTS OF MANY CITIES ; AND THE INHABITANTS OF
ONE CITY SHALL GO TO ANOTHER, SAYING, LET US GO
SPEEDILY TO PRAY BEFORE THE LORD, AND TO SEEK THE
LORD OF HOSTS : I WILL GO ALSO. YEA, MANY PEOPLE
AND STRONG NATIONS SHALL COME TO SEEK THE LORD OF
HOSTS IN JERUSALEM, AND TO PRAY, BEFORE THE LORD.

J.N this chapter we have a prophecy of a future

glorious advancement of the church of God ; wherein it is

evident, something further is intended than ever was fulfilled

to the nation of the Jews under the Old Testament. For

here are plain prophecies of such things as never were ful-

filled before the coming of the Messiah : Particularly what is

said in the two last verses in the chapter, of many peojilc and

^strong nations worshipping a?id seeking the true God,, and of so

great an accession of Gentile nations to the church of God,

that by far the greater part of the visible worshippers of God
should consist of this new accession, so that they should be to

the other as ten to one ; a certain number for an uncertain.

There never happened any thing, from the time of the Proph-

et Zechariah to the coming of Christ, to answer this prophe-

cy : And it can have no fulfilment but either in the calling of
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the Gentiles, in and after the days of the apostles, or in the

future glorious enlargement of the church of God in the latter

ttf^cs of the -world, so often foretold by the prophets of the Old

Testament, and by the Prophet Zechariuh in particular, in

the latter part of this prophecy. It is most probable, that what

the Spirit of God has chief respect to, is that last and greatest

enlargement and most glorious advancement of the church

of God on earth ; in the benefits of which especially, the Jew-

ish nation were to have a share, and a very eminent and dis-

tinguishing share. There is a great agreement between

%vhat is here said, and other prophecies, that must manifestly

have respect to the church's latter day glory : As that in Isa.

Ix. 2, S, 4. " The Lord shall arise upon tliee, and his glory

shall be seen upon thee : And the Gentiles shall come to thy

light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine

eyes round about, and see ; all they gather themselves to-

gether, they come to thee." That whole chapter, beyond all

dispute, has respect to the most glorious state of the church

of God on earth. So chap. Ixvi. 8. " Shall the earth be made

to bring forth in one day ? Shall a nation be born at once ?"

Ver. 10. " Pv.ejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her,

all yc that love her." Ver. 12. "• I \Aill extend peace to her

like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing

stream," Micah. iv. at the beginning, " But in the last days

it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the

Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it

shall be exalted above the hills, and people shall flow unto it

;

and many nations shall come and say, come, and let us go up

unto the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God

of Jacob. And he shall judge among many people, and re-

buke strong nations afar off ; and they shall beat their sword«

into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks ; na-

tion shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they

learn war any more." See also, Isa. ii. at the beginning

There has been nothing yet brought to pass, in any measure

to answer these prophecies. And as the prophecy in my

text and the following verse does agree with them, so there

js reason to think it has a respect to the same times. And
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indeed there is a remarkable agreement in the description giv-

en throup;hout the chapter, with the representations made of

those times elsewhere in the prophets ; as may be seen by-

comparing ver. 3, with Isa. Ix. 14. Ver. 4, with Isa. ixv. 20,

22, and xxxiii. 24. V'er. 6, 7, 8, with Ezek. xxxvii. 2, 11, 12,

21. Ver. 7, with Isa. xliii. 5,6, and xlix. 12, and lix. 19.

Ver. 12, 13, with Hos. ii. 2!, 22, and Ezek. xxxiv. 22. ,..29.

Ver. 8, 12, 13, with Ezek. xxxvi. 28,. ...30. Ver. 13, with

Zeph. iii. 20, and Isa. xix. 24. Ver. 19, with Isa. Ixi. 3, and

Jer. xxxi. 12, 13, 14.

So that however the prophet, in some things that are said

in this chapter, may have respect to future smiles of Heaven

on the nation of the Jews, lately returned from the Babylonish

captivity, and resettled in the land of Canaan, in a great in-

crease of their numbers and wealth, ,and the return of more

captives from Chaldea and other countries, Sec. yet the Spirit

of God has doubtless respect to things far greater than these,

-and of which ihese were but faint resemblances. We find it

common in the prophecies of the Old Testament, that when

the prophets are speaking of the favors and blessings of God
on the Jews, attending or following their return from tha

Babylonish captivity, the Spirit of God takes occasion from

thence to speak of the incomparably greater blessings on the

church, that shall attend and follow her deliverance from the

spiritual or mystical Babylon, of which those were a type ;

and is, as it were, led away to speak almost wholly of these

latter, and vastly greater things, so as to stem to forget the

former.

And whereas the prophet in this chapter, speaks of God's

bringing his fieoplc again from the east and ivest to Jerimalevi

(ver. 7, 8.) And multitudes of all nations taking hold ofthe skirts

of the Jews ; so far as we may suppose that this means literally

that nation of the posterity of Jacob, it cannot have chief res-

pect to any return of the Jews from Babylon and other coun-

tries, in those ancient times before Christ ; for no such things

as are here spoken of, attended any such return : But it must

have respect to the great calling and gathering of the Jews

ijup the fold of Christ, and their being received to the bless-
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ings of his kingdom, after the fall of Antichrist, or the des-

truction of mystical Babylon.

In the text we have an account how this future glovious ad-

vancement of the church of God should be brought on, or in-

troduced ; viz. By great multitudes in different towns and

countries taking up a. joint resolution^ and comuig into an ex-

press and visible agreement.^ that they will, by united and ex-

traordinary firaycr^ seek to God that he would come and man-

ifest himself, and grant the tokens and fruits of his graciout

presence.

Particularly we may observe,

1. The dutij, w'lih. the attendance on which the glorious

event foretold shall be brought on ; viz. The duty of prayer.

Prayer, some suppose, is here to be taken synechdochicullijj

for the whole of the worship of God ; prayer being a princi-

pal part of the worship of the church of God, in the days of

the gospel, v,'hen sacrifices are abolished : And so that this is

to be understood only as a prophecy of a great revival of re-

ligion, and of the true worship of God among his visible peo-

ple, the accession of others to the church, and turning of nnul-

titudes from idolatry to the worship of the true God. But it

appears to me reasonable to sirppose, that something more

special is intended, with regard to the duty of prayer ; con-

sidering that prayer is here expressly and repeatedly men-

tioned ; and also considering how parallel this place is with

many other prophecies, that speak of an extraordinary spirit

of prayer, as preceding and introducing that glorious day of

revival of religion, and advancement of the church's peace and

prosperity, so often foretold (which I shall have occasion to

iTtention hereafter) and particularly the agreeablencss of what

is here said, with what is said afterwards by the same prophet,

of the pouring out ofa spirit ofgrace and su/i/ilications, as that

with which this great revival of religion shall begin, ch. xii.lO.

2. The good, that shall be sought by prayer ; which is

God himself. It is said once and again, T/m/ shall go to pray

ieffjre the Lord, and to seek the Lord of Hosts. This is the

jjood they ask for and seek by prayer, the Lord of hosts him-

ecir. To seek God, as the expression may perhaps be some-
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times used in scripture, may signify no more than seeking

the favor or mercy of God. And if it be taken so here, pray-

ing before }he Lord, and seekmg the Lord of Hoits, must be

looked upon as synonymous expressions. And it must be con*

fessed to be a common thing in scripture, to signify the same

thing repeatedly, by various expressions of the same import,

for the greater emphasis. But certainly that expression of

seeking the Lord, is very commonly used to signify something

Kiore than merely in general, to seek some mercy of God :

It implies, that God himself is the great good desired and

sought after ; that the blessings pursued are God's gracious

presence, the blessed manifestations of him, union and inter-

course with him ; or, in short, God's manifestations and com-

munications of himself by his holy Spirit. Thus the Psalm-

ist desired God, thirsted after him, and sought him. Psal. Ixiii.

I, 2, 8. « O God thou art my Lod ; early will I seek thee.

My flesh longeth for thee, in a dry and thirsty land, where no

water is, to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee

in the sanctuary. My soul followeth hard after thee." Psal.

Ixxiii. 25. " Whom have I in heaven but thee ? And there is

none upon earth that I desire besides thee." The Psalmist

earnestly pursued after G od, his soul thirsted after him, he

stretched forth his hands unto him, Sec. Psal. cxliii. 6. And
therefore it is in scripture the peculiar character of the saints,

that they are those that seek God. Psal, xxiv. G. " This is

the generation of them that seek Him." Psal. Ixix. 32.

" Your heart shall live that seek God ;" and in many other

places. If the expression in the text be understood agreeably

to this sense, then by seeking thcLord of Hosts, we must under-

stand a seeking, that God who had withdrawn, as it were hid

himself, for a long time, would return to his church, and grant

the tokens and fruits of his gracious presence, and those

blessed communications of his Spirit to his people, and to

mankind on the earth, which he had often promised, and

'which his church had long waited for.

And it seems reasonable, to understand the phrase, seeking

the Lord of Hosts, in this sense here ; and not as merely sig-

nifying the same thing with praying to God : Not only be-
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cause the expression is repeatedly added \o praying before th^

Z,ord, in the text as sijjnifyinii; something more ; but also be-

cause the phrase, taken in this sense, is exactly agreeable to

other parallel prophetic representations. Thus God's peo-

ple's seeking by earnest prayer, the promised restoration of

the church of God, after the Babylonish captivity, and the

g;reat apostasy that occasioned it, is called thcii' seekmg Gody

find ftearchingfor him ; and God's granting this promised re-

vival and restoration is called his being found of them. Je r.

xxix. 10 14, " For thus saith the Lord, that after seventy

years be accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you and perforin

my g-ood word towards you, in causing you to return to this

place. For I know the thoughts that I think towards you,-

saith the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you

an expected end. Then shall ye go and call upon me, and ye

shall go and pray unto rde, and I will hearken unto you ; and'

ye sball seek rne and find me, when ye shall search for m«
with ail your heart ; and I will be found of you, saith the'

Lord, and I will turn away your captivity." And the prophet*'

from time to time, represent God, in a low and afTiictcd stater

of his church, as being withdrawn and hiding himself. Isa.

xlv. 15. " Veriiy thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of

Israel, the Saviour." Chap. Ivii. \7 . " I hid me, and was

wroth." And they represent God's people, while his church

is in such a state, before God delivers and restores the same,

as scvk'mg Him-, lookingfor Him^ searching and waifmgfor Hiniy

and calling after Him. Hos, v. 15. " I will go and return unto

my place, until they acknowledge their offence, and seek my
face: In their afHiction they will seek me early." Isa. viii.

17." I will wait upon the Lord that hideth his face from the

house of Jacob, and I will look for Him." And when God,

in answer to their prayers and succeeding their endeavors, de-

livers, restores and advances his church, according to his

promise, then he is said to answer, and come, and say. Here

am I, and to shew Himself; and they arc said to find Him?

and see Him plainly. Isa. Iviii. 9. " Then shalt thoti call,

and the Lord shall answer ; and thou shalt cry, and he shall

say, hare I am. ' Isa. xlv. 17. " But Israel shall be saved i^
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the Lord, with an everlasting salvation." And ver. 19. « I said

not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain." Chap. xxv.

8, 9. " The Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces,

and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off the

earth. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God,

we have waited for him, and he will save us : This is the

Lord, we have waited for him ; we will be glad, and rejoice

in his salvation." Together with the next chapter, ver. 8, 9.

« Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, we have waited

for thee : The desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the

remembrance of thee. With my soul have I desired thee in

the night ;
yea with my spirit within me will I seek thee

early. For when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabi-

tants of the world will learn righteousness." Isa. lii. 6, 7, 8.

" Therefore my people shall know mr name : Therefore

they shall know in that day, that I ar^ He that doth speak :

Behold, it is I. How beautiful upon the mountains are the

feet of Him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace,

that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation,

that saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth ! Thy watchmen shall

lift up the voice ; with the voice together shall they sing ; for

they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again

Zion."

3 . We may observe who they are, that shall be united in

thus seeking the Lord of Hosts : The inhabitants of mamj

cities^ and of many countries, yea, many people, and strong na^

trans ; great multitudes in different parts of the world shall

conspire in this business. From the representation made in

the prophecy, it appears rational to suppose, that it will be

fulfilled something after this manner ; first, that there shall

be given much of a spirit of prayer to God's people in many
places, disposing them to come into an express agreement,

unitedly to pray to God in an extraordinary manner, that he

would appear for the help of his church, and in mercy to

mankind, and pour out his Spirit, revive his work, and ad-

vance his spiritual kingdom in the world as he has promised ;

and that this disposition to such prayer, and union in it, will

gradually spread more and more, and increase to greater dc
Vol.. in. 3X



362 UNION IN PRAYER.

grecs ; with which at length will gradually be introduced iC

revival of religion, and a disposition to greater engagedness in

the worship and service of God, amongst his professing peo-

ple ; that this being observed, will be the means of awakening

others, niaking them sensible of the wants of their souls, and

exciting in them a great concern for their spiritual and ever-

lasting good, and putting them upon earnestly crying to God

for spiritual mercies, and disposing them to join with God's

people in that extraordinary seeking and serving of God>

which they shall see them engaged in j and that in this man-

ner religion shall be propagated, until the awakening reaches

those that are in the highest station^f and until vjhole nations be

awakened, and there be at length an accession of many of tlie

chief nations of the world to the church of Gcd. Thus after

the inhabitants of many cities of Israel, or of God's profes-

sing people, have taken up, and pursued a joint resolution, to

go and pray before the Lord, and seek the Lord of Hosts,

others shall be drawn lOAVorship and serve Him with them ;

until at length many pcop.le and strong nations shall join them-

selves t© them ; and there shall, in process of time, be a vast

accession to the church, so that it shall be ten times as large

as it was before
;
yea, at length, all nations shall be converted

unto God. Thus tc7i men shall take holcl^ out of all languages

of the nations, cf the skirt ofhim that is a Jew (in the sense of

the apostle, Rom. ii. 28, 29) saying, We will go with you f

for we have heard that God is with you, And thus that shall

be fulfilled, Psal. Ixv. 2. « O thou that hearest prayer, unto

thee shall all flesh ccme.

4. We may observe the mode of their union in this duty.

It is a visible union, an union by explicit agreement, a joint res-'

olution declared by one to another, come into by being first

proposed by some, and readily and cjfpressly fallen in with by

others. The inhabitants of one city shall apply themselves to

the inhabitants of another, snym^, Let us go. See. Those to

whom the motion is made, shall comply with it ; the proposal

shall take with many, it shall be a prevailing, spreading thing ;

one shall follow another's cxaniplc, one and another shall say,

I will go also. Some suppose that those words, ImUs^ also,
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lire to be taken as the words of him that makes the proposal

;

as much as to say, I do not propose that to you, which I am
not willing to do myself, I desire tjou to go, and I am ready to

go with tjou. But this is to suppose no more to be expressed

in these latter words, than was expressed before in the pro-

posal itself; for these words, let its go, signify as much, as

that I am willing to go, and desire you to go with me. It

seems to me much more natural, to understand these latter

words as importing the consent of those to whom the proposal

is made, or the reply of one and another that falls in with it.

this is much more agreeable to the plain design of the text,

which is to represent the concurrence of great numbers in

this affair ; and more agreeable to the repvesentation made in

the next verse, of one following another, many taking hrAd of

the skirt of him that is a Jew. And though, if the words are

thus understood, we must suppose an ellipsis in the text,

something understood that is not expressed, as if it had been

said. Those of other cities shall say I will go also ; yet this is

not difficult to be supposed ; such ellipses are very common
in scripture. We have one exactly parallel with it in Jcr. lii.

22. « Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your

backslidings : Behold we come unto thee ; for thou art the

Lord our God," i. e. the backsliding children shall say, " Be»

hold, we come unto thee," &c. And in Cant. iv. last, and v,

1. " Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleas-

ant fruits. I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse,"

1, e. her beloved shall say, " I am come into my garden."

We have the like throughout that Song. So Psal 1. 6, f.

" The heaven shall declare his righteousness ; for God is

Judge himself. Hear, O my people, and I will speak,*' i. e.

the judge shall say, " Hear, O my people," he. So Psal.

Ixxxii. 1,2. The Psalms and prophets abound with such

figures of speech,

5. We may observe the manner of prayer agreed on, or the

manner in which they agree to engage in and perform the

duty. Let us go speedily to pray ; or as it is in the margin,

Let us go continually. The words literally translated are, Let

%t9 g9 in going. Such an ingemination or doubling of words
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is very common in the Hebrew language, when it is intend-

ed that a thing shall be very strongly expressed ; it generally

implies th<? superlative degree of a tiling ; as tlic Holy of Hq-

licfi signihes the most holy : But it commonly denotes, not

only the utmost degree of a thing but also the utmost certain-

ty ; as when God said to Abraham, In luuldplyiritf, I tvill mul'

tifilij thy seed, Gen. xxii. 17, it implies both that God would

certainly multiply his seed, and also multiply it exceedingly.

So when God said to Adam, In the day that thoueatest thereof^

in dying thou shalt die (as the words are in the original) it im-

plies hot!) tb.at he should surely die, and also that he should

die most terribly^ should utterly perish, and be destroyed to

the utmost degree. Yea, sometimes it seems to imply some-

thing else still : And in short, as this ingcmination of words

in the Hebrew, in general denotes the stre igth of expression,

so it is used to signify almost all those things that are wont

to be ivignified by the various forms of strong speech in other

languages: Sometimes it signifies the utmost degree of a

thing ; sometimes certainty ; sometimes the peremptori-

ncss and terribleness of a threatening, or the greatness and

positiveness of a promise, the strictness of a command, and

the earnestness of a request. When God says to Adam, Dy'

ivg thou shalt die, it is equivalent to such strong expressions

in English as, thou shalt die indeed, or, thou shalt die lath a

nvitJicss. So when it is said in the text, let us go in going, and

jiray before the Lord, the strength of the expression represents

the earnestness of those that make the proposal, their great

engagedness in the affair ; and with respect to the duty pro-

posed, it may be understood to signify, that they should be

speedy, fervent, and constant in it j or, in one word, that it

should be thoroughly performed.

6. We may learn from the tenor of this prophecy, togeth-

er with the context, that this union in such prayer is foretold

as a becoming and hafihy thing, and that which would be ac-

ceptable to God, and attended with glorious success.

From the whole we may infer, that it is a very suitable

thing, and ivell pleasing to God, for many people, in dififerent

parts of the world, by express agrcement^Xo come into a visible
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stnttMii in extraordinary, speedy, fervent and constant prayer^

for those great effusions of the Holy S/iirit, which shall bring

on that advancement of Christ's church and kingdom, that God
has so often promised shall be in the lat(er ages of the world.

And so from hence I would infer the duty of God's people,

with regard to the memorial lately sent over into America,

from Scotland, by a number of ministers there, proposing a

method for such an union as has been spoken of, in extraordi-

nary prayer for this great mercy.

And it being the special design of this discourse, to per-

suade such as are friends to the interests of Christ's kingdom,

to a compliance with the proposal and request made in that me-

morial, I shall first give a short historical account of the affair it

relates to, from letters, papers and pamphlets, that have come
over from Scotland ; to which I shall annex the memorial it-

self: And then I shall offer some argmnents and motives, tend-

ing to induce the friends of religion to fall in Avith what is

proposed : And lastly, make answer to some objections that

may possibly be made against it.

As to theirs; of these things, viz. an historical account of

the concert, which the memorial relates to, the following ob-

servations may give a sufficient view of that affair.

In October, a. d. 1744, a number of ministers in Scotland,

taking into consideration the state of God's church, and of the

world of mankind, judged that the providence of God, at such

a day, did loudly call such as were concerned for the welfare

of Zion, to united, extraordinary applications to the God of all

grace, suitably acknowledging Him as the fountain of all the

spiritual benefits and blessings of his church, and earnestly

praying to Him, that he would app.ear in his glory, and favor

Zion, and manifest his compassion to the world of mankind,

by an abundant effusion of his Holy Spirit on all the chtjrches,

and the whole habitable earth, to revive true religion in all

parts of Christendom, and to deliver o/,^ nations from their great

and manifold spiritual calamities and miseries, and bless them
with the unspeakable oenefits of the kingdom of our glorious

Redeemer, and^// the ivhole earth with His glo7-y. And con-
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aultins; one another on the subject, they looked on themnelv^Sy

for their own part, obliged to engaj^e in this duty ; and, as far

as in them lay, to persuade others to the same : And to en-

deavor to find out and fix on some method^ that should most

effectually tend to promote and uphold such extraordinary

application to heaven among God's people. And after seek-

ing to God by prayer for direction, they determined on the

following method, as what they would conform to in their own
practice, and propose to be practised by others, for the two

year.f next following, viz. to set apart some time on Saturday

evening and Sabbath morning, every week, for the purpose

aforesaid, as other duties would allow to every one respective-

ly ; and more solemnly, the first Tuesday of each quarter

(beginning with the first Tuesday of November then next en-

suing) either the whole day, or part of the day, as persons find

themselves disposed, or think their circumstances will allow :

The time to be spent either in private praying societies, or in

fubHc meetings, or alone in secret, as shall be found most prac-

ticable, or judged most convenient, by such as are willing, in

some way or other, to join in this affair : But not that any

should make any promises, or be looked upon as under strict

bonds in any re&pect, constantly and without fail to observe

every one of these days, whatever their circumstances should

be, or however other duties and necessary affairs might inter-

fere ; or that persons should look upon themselves bound with

regard to these days in any wise as though the time were ho-

ly, or the setting them apart for religious purposes were es-

tablished by sacred authority : But yet, as a proper guard

•gainst negligence and unsteadiness, and a prudent preserva-

tive from yielding to a disposition, that persons might be lia-

ble to, through the prevalence of indolence and listlessness, to

excuse themselves on trivial occasions, it was proposed, that

those that unite in this affair, should resolve with themselves,

that if, by urgent business, or otherwise, they were hindered

from joining with others, on the very day agreed on, yet they

vrould not wholly neglect bearing their part in the duty pro-

posed, but would take the first convenient day following, fop

that purpose.
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The reason why Saturday evening and Lord'sday morning-

Avere judged most convenient for the weekly seasons, was, that-

these times being so near the time of dispensing gospel ordU

nances through the Christian world, which are the great

means, in the use of which God is wont to grant his Spirit to

mankind, and the principal means that the Spirit of God
makes use of to carry on his nvork of grace, it may well be

supposed that the minds of Christians in general will at thess

seasons be especially disengaged from secular aifairs, and dis'

posed to pious meditations and the duties of devotion, and

more naturally led to seek the communications of the Holy

Spirit, and success of the means of grace. And as to the

guartcTly times, it was thought helpful to memory, that they

should be on one or other of the Jirst days of each quarter:

Tuesday was preferred to Monday, because in some places

people might have public prayers and sermon on the stated

day, which might not be so convenient on Monday, as on some

day at a greater distance from the Sabbath.

It was reckoned a chief use of such an agreement and meth-

od as this, that it wotiid be a good expedient for the maintain-

ing and keeping up, amongst the people of God, that great

Christian duty oi firayerfulness for the co?mng of Christ's king'

dom, in general, which Christ has directed his followers to be

so much in, that it may not be out of mind, and in a great

measure sunk. Things, that we are too little inclined to,

through sloth, carnality, or a fulness of our own worldly and

private concerns, and that are to be attended at some seasons

or other, and have no special seasons stated for them, are apt

to he forgotten, ov put o^from time to time, and as it were '^d'

louvncCi. without day s and so, if not wholly neglected, yet too

little attended. But when we fix certain seasons, that we re-

solve, unless extraordinarily hindered, to devote to the duty, it

tends to prevent forgetfulness, and a settled negligence of it.

The certain returns of the season will naturally refresh the

memory ; will tend to put us in mind of the precept of Christ,

und the obligations that lie on all his followers, to abound in

such a duty, and renewedly engage us to the consideration of

lt)e importance and necessity and unspeakable value ef tho
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inrrcy sought ; and so, by iVccpicnt renovation, to keep alive

the consideration and sense of these things at all times. Thus

the first promoters of this agreement judged, that it -would be

subservient to more abundant prayerfolness for effusions of

the Holy Spirit, at all times through the year, both in secret

and social worship
;
particularly as to this last, in congrega-

tions, families, and other praying societies. And then they

also judged, that such an agreed union would tend to animate

and encourage God's people in the duty proposed ; and that

particular persons and societies, knowing that great multitudes

of their fellow Christians, in so many distant places, were at

the same time (as a token of the union of their hearts with

them in this affair) by agreement engaged in the same holy

exercise, would naturally be enlivened in the duty by such a

consideration.

It was not thought best, to propose at first a longer time for

the continuance of this precise method, than two years : It be-

ing considered, that it is not possible, before any trial, so well

to judge of the expedience of a particular method and certain

circumstances of the managing and ordering such an affair, as

after some time of experience. And it Avas not known, but

that after longer consideration, and some trial, it might be

thought best to alter some circumstances ; or whether others^

that had not yet been consulted, might not propose a better

method. The time first agreed on, though but short, was

thought sufficient to give opportunity for judgment and expe-

rience, and for such as were disposed to union in an affair of

such a nature, in distant places, mutually to communicate their

sentiments on the subject.

The way, in which those that fi^rst projected and came into

this agreement, thought best for (he giving notice of it and

proposing it to others, was not by any thing published from

the press ; but by personal conversation with such as they

could conveniently have immediate access to, and by private

correspondence with others at a distance. At first it was in-

tended, that some formal paper, proposing the matter, should

be sent about for ])roper amendments and improvements, and

then concurrence : But on more mature deliberation, it was
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cbiisidered how this might give a handle to objections (which

they thought it best, to the utmost, to avoid in the infancy of

the affair) and how practicable it was, without any such foi-m-

ality, to spread the substance of the proposal by private let-

ters, together with a request to their correspondents, mutually

to communicate their thoughts. Therefore this was fixed on,

as the method that v/as preferable at the beginning. Accord-

ingly, tliey proposed and endeavored to promote the affair in

this way ; and with such success, that great numbers in Scot-

land and England fell in with the proposal, and some in North

America. As to Scotland, it was complied with by numbers

in the four chief towns, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen and

Dundee, and many country towns and congreigations in va-

rious parts of the land : One of the ministers, that was prima-

rily concerned in this affair, in a letter to one of his corres-

pondents, speaks of an explicit declaration of the concurrence

of the praying societies in Edinburgh, which they had made

in a letter. The number of the praying societies in that

city is very considerable : Mr, Robe of Kilsyth, (in a letter to

Mr. Prince of Boston, dated Novembers, 1743) says, there

were then above thirty societies of young people there newly

erected, some of whom consisted of upwards of thirty mem-

bers. As to Glasgow, this union was unanimously agreed to

by about fortyfive praying societies there ; as an eminent min-

ister in that city informs, in a letter.

The two years, first agrt;ed on, ended last November. A
little before this time er^pired, a number of ministers in Scot-

land agreed on a memorial to be printed, and sent abroad to

their brethren in various parts, proposing to them and re-

questing of them to join with them in the conthmance of this

method of united prayer, and in endeavors to promote it....

Copies of which memorial have lately been sent ove^ into

Newengland, to the number of near five hundred, directed to

be distributed in almost every county in this province of

the Massachusetts Bay, and also in several parts of Con-

necticut, Newhampshire, Rhodeisland, Newyork, Newjersey,

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Carolina, and Georgia.;..

The most (I suppose) of these were sent to one of the congrc-

VoL. III. 2 Y
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gational ministers in Boston, with a letter subscribed by

twelve ministers in Scotland, about the affair : Many of them
to another of the said ministers of Boston ; and some to a mia-

islei" in Connecticut. It being short, I shall here insert wi

copy of it at length. It is as follows :

MEMORIAL

From se-oernl Ministers in Scotland, to Iheir Brethren in different

places.)for continuing a Concert for Prayer, first entered int»

in the year 1744.

WHEREAS it was the chief scope of tliis Concert, to pro-

mote more abundant application to a duty that is perpetually

binding, /27-cz/fr that our Lord's kingdom may comf, joined with

praises: And it contained some circumstantial expedients, ap-

prehended to be very subservient to that design, relating to

stated times for such exercises, so far as this would not inter-

fere with other duties
; particularly a part of Saturday even-

ing, and Sabbath morning, every week ; and more solemnly

of some one of the first days of each of the four great divis-

ions of the year, that is, of each quarter ; as the first Tuesday,'

or first convenient day after : And the concert, as to this cir-

cumstance, was extended only to two years ; it being intend-

ed, that before these expired, persons engaged in the concert

should reciprocally communicate their sentiments and incli-

nations, as to the prolonging of the time, with or without alter-

ation, as to the ciixumstance mentioned : And it was intended

by the first promoters, that others at a distance should projjose

such circumstantial amendments or improvements, as they

should find proper : It is hereby earnestly intreated, that such

vould communicate their sentiments accordingly, now that

the time first proposed is near expiring.

II. To induce those already engaged to adhere, and others

to accede to this concert ; it seems of importance to observe,

that declarf\tions of concurrence, the communicating and

spreading of which are so evidently useful, are to be under-

stood in such a latitude, as to keep at the greatest distance
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from entangUn(5 men's ininds : Not as binding -men to set

apart any stated days from secular affairs, or even to fix on

any part of such and such precise days, whether it be conve-

nient or not ; nor as absolute promises in any respect : But

as friendly, harmonious resolutions, with liberty to alter cir-

cumstances as shall be found expedient. On account ©f all

which latitude, and that the circumstantial part extends only

to a few years, it is apprehended, the concert cannot be liable

to the objections against periodical religious times of human
appointment.

III. It is also humbly offered to the consideration of minis-

ters, and others furnished with gifts for the most public in-

structions, whether it might not be of great use, by the bless-

ing of God, if short and nervous scriptural persuasives and

directions to the duty in vieitf^ were comjwsed and fniblished

(either by particular authors, or several joining together ;

which last way might some times have peculiar advantages)

and tlmtfrom titiie to timey without too great intervals ; the bet-

ter to keep alive on men's minds a ju»t sense of the obliga-

tions to a duty so important in itself, and in v/hich many may-

be in danger to faint and turn remiss, without s«ch repeated

incitements : And nvhether ii ivouid not also be 0/great use^ if

ministers would be fileased to fireachfrequently on the itnfiortance

and necessity offtrayerfor the coming of our Lord 's kingdom ;

particularly near the quartei'ly days, or on these days them-

selves, where there is public worship at that time.

IV. They who have found it incumbent on them to publish

this Kiemorial at this timfii having peculiar advantages foe

spreading it, do intreat that the desire of concurrence and as-

sistance contained in it, may by no means be understood as re-

stricted to any particular denomination or party, or to those

\vho are of such or such opinions about any former instances

of remarkable religious .concern ; but to be extended to all,

who shall vouchsafe any attention to this paper, and have at

heart the interest of vital Christianity, and the power of God-

Jiness ; and who, however differing about other things, are

convinced of the importance of fervent prayer, to promote that

common interest, and scripture persuasives to of promote

Auch prayer.
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V. As the first printed account of this concert v/as not a jjro-

posal of it, as a thin.^ then to l^egin, but a navraliori of il, as a

design already set on foot, which had been brought about with

much harmony, by means of private letters ; so the farther

continuance, and, it is hoped, the farther spreading of it seems

in a promising way of being promoted by the eume means ; as

importunate desires of the renewing the concert have been

transmitted already from a very distant corner abroad, where

the regard to it has of late increased : But notwithstanding of

what may be done by private letters, it is humbly expected,

that a memorial spread in this manner, may, by God's bless-

ing, farther promote the good ends in view ; as it may be use-

fully referred to in letters, and may reach where they will not.

VI. Whereas in a valuable letter, from the corner just now
mentioned as a place where regard to the concert has lately-

increased, it is proposed, that it should l)e continued for seven

years, or at least for a much longer time than what was speci-

fied in the first agreement ; those concerned in this memorial,

who would wish rather to receive and spread directions and

proposals on this head, than to be the first authors of any, ap-

prehend no inconvenience, for their part, in agreeing to the

seven years, with the latitude above described, which reserves

liberty to make such circumstantial alterations, as may be

Jiereafter found expedient : On the contrary it seems of im-

portance, that the labor of spreading a concert, which has al-

ready extended to so distant parts, and may, it is hopefl, extend

farther, tnay not need to be renewed sooner, at least much
sooner ; as it is uncertain but that may endanger the dropping

of it ; and it seems probable, there will be less zeal in spread-

ing of it, if the time proposed for its continuance be too in-

considerable. Mean time, declarations of concurrence for a

less number of years may greatly promote the good ends in

, view : Though it seems very expedient, that it should ex-

.'ceed what was first agreed on ; "Seeing it is found on trial, that

that time, instead ofbeing too long, was much too short.

VII. If persons who formerly agreed to this concert, should

now discontinue it ; would it not look too like that fainting in

prayer, against which we are so expressly warned in scrip-
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ture ? And would not this be the more unsuitable at this time,

in any within the British dominions, when they have the unit-

ed calls of such public chastisements and deliverances, to

more concern than ever about public reformation, and conse-

quently about that which is the source of all thorough reform-

ation, the regenerating and sanctifying influence of the Al-

mighty Spirit of God ? August 26, 1746."

The minister in Boston forementioned (to whom most of

the copies of this memorial were sent) who, I suppose, has

had later and more full intelligence than I have had, says, con-

cerning the proposal, in a letter ; the motion seems to come

from above, and to be wonderfully spreading in Scotland,

England, Wales, Ireland, and North America.

PART II.

Mothes to a Compliance with ivhat is proposed in

the Memorial.

I NOW proceed to the second thing intended in this dis-

course, viz. to offer to consideration some things, which may

tend to induce the people of God to comply with the proposal

and request, made to them in the memorial.

And I desire that the following things m.ay be considered.

1. It ,is evident from the scripture, that there is yet remain-

ing a great advancement of the interest of religion and the

kingdom of Christ in this world, by an abundant outpouring

of the Spirit of God, far greater and more extensive than ever

yet has been. It is certain, that many things, which arc

spoken coacerning a glorious time of the church's enlarge-

ment and prosperity in the latter days, have never yet been

fulfilled. There has never yet been any propagation and

prevailing of religion, in any wise, of that extent and univer-

sality, which the prophecies represent. It is often foretold

and signified, in a great variety of strong expressions, that

there should a time come, when all nations through the whole
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l»abita!)le world, should embrace the true religion, and b«

tiroucjht into the church of God. It was often promised to

the Patriarchs, that in their seed all the nations, or (as it i«

sometimes expressed) all the families of the earth should b«

blessed. (See Gen. xii. xviii. 18 xxii. 18 xxvi. 4,

andxxviii. 14.) Agreeably to this, it is said of the Messiah

Psal. Ixxii. 1 1 . That " all nations shall serve him ; and io

Ver. 17, men shall be blessed in him, and all nations shall

call him blessed." And in Isa. ii. 2, it is said, that " all na-

tions shall How unto the mountain of the house of the Lord.**

And Jer. iii. 17. That " all nations shall I)c gathered uniothc

tiame of the Lord to Jerusalem, and shall walk no more after

the imagination of their evil heart." So it is said, That ail

jfirsh shall come andtaorshifi before the Lord, Isa. Ixvi, 23. And

that alljfesh should see the glory ofGod together, Isa. xl. 5. AncJ

that allflesh should come to him that hears prayer, Psal. Ixv. 2.

Christ compares the kingdom of Heaven in t/tis world to leaven,

ivhich a woman took and hid in three measures ofmeal, until the

tuhole was leavened, Mat. xiii. 33. It is natural and reasonable

to suppose, that the whole world should finally be given to

Christ, as one whose right it is to reign, as the proper heir of

him, who is originally the king of all nations, and the posses-

sor of heaven and earth : And the scripture teaches us, that

God the father hath constituted his son, as Godman, and in

his kingdom of grace, or mediatorial kingdom, to be the heir

of the world, that he might in this kingdom have the heathen

for his inheritance, and the utmost ends of the earth for his

possession ; Heb. i. 2, and ii- 8. Psal. ii. 6, 7, 8. Thus A-

braham is said to be the heir of the world, not in himself, but

in his seed, which is Christ; Rom. iv. 13. And how was

tliis to be fulfilled to Abraham, but by God's fulfilling that

threat promise, that in his seed all the nations of the earth should

be blessed ? For that promise is what the apostle is speaking

©f ; which shews, that God has appointed Christ to be the heir

of the world in his kingdom of grace, and to possess and reign

over all nations, through the propagation of his gospel, and

the power of his spirit communicating the blessings of it.

God hatli appointed liimto this universal dominion by a most'
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Solemn oaih ; Isa. xlv. 23. « I have sworn by myself, th«

word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not

return, that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall

Swear." Compared with Phil. ii. 10, 11. Though this solemn

oath of God the father is to be undersood in so comprehen-

eive a sense, as to extend to what shall be accomplished at th©

day of judgment, yet it is evident by the foregoing and follow-

ing verses, that the thing most directly intended, is what shall

be fulfilled by the spreading of the gospel of his salvation, and

power of the spirit of grace, bringing " all the ends of the

earth to look to him that they may be saved, and come ta

him for righteousness and strength, that in him they might be

justified, and might glory." God has suffered many earthly

princes to extend their conquests over a great part of the face

of the earth, and to possess a dominion of vast extent, and one

monarchy to conquer and succeed another, the latter bein'g

still the greater : It is reasonable to suppose that a much
greater glory in this respect should be reserved for Christ,

God's own son and rightful heir, who has purchased the do-

minion by so great and hard a service : It is reasonable to sup-

pose, that his dominion should be far the largest, and his con-

<5[uests vastly the greatest and most extensive. And thus the

scriptures represent the matter, in Nebuchadnezzar's vision,

and the prophet's interpretation, Dan. ii. " Thci-ethe four great

monarchies of the earth, one succeeding another, are I'^pre-

sented by the great image of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay ;

but at last a stone cut of the mountain without hands, smites

the image upon his ieet, which breaks the iron, clay, brass,

ailver and gold in pieces, that all becomes as the chaff of the

summer threshing floors, and the wind carries them away,

that no place is found for them ; but the stone waxes great,

becoms a i^reat mountain, and fills the whole earth ; signify-

ing the kingdom which the Lord God of heaven should set tip

in the world, last of all, which should break in pieces and con-

sume all other kingdoms." Surely this representation leads

us to suppose, that this last kingdom shall be of vastly greater

extent than any of the preceding. The like representationf

is made in the 7tb chap, of Daniel ; there the four inonarch-
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ies are represented by four great beasts that ai'ose successivelf

,

one conquering and subduing another ; tlie fourth and last of

these is said to be dreadful, and tcrrible,and strong exceedingly,

and to have great iron teeth, and to devour and break in pieces,

and stamp the residue with his feet
;
yea it is said, ver. 23,

that the kingdom represented by this beast shall devour the

whole earth ; but last of all one like the Son of Man appears,

coming to the ancient of days, and being brought near before

him, and receiving ofhim a dominion, and gloi-y, and a kingdom

that all peojde, nations, and languages should seT^e him. This,

last circumstance, of the vast extent and universality of his

dominion, is manifestly spoken of as one thing greatly dis-

tinguishing his holy kingdom from all the preceding mon-
archies : Although of one of the former it was said, that it

should devour the whole earth, yet we are naturally led, both

by the much greater emphasis and strength of the expres-

sions, as well as by the whole connexion and tenor of th e

prophecy, to understand the universality here expressed in a

inuch more extensive and absolute sense : And the terms

used in the interpretation of this vision are such, that scarcely

any can be devised more strong, to signify an absolute uni-

versality of dominion over the inhabitants of the face of the

earth ; ver. 27. " And the kingdom and dominion, and the

greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall he

given to the people of the most high God, Agreeably to this

the gospel is represented ^% preached unto them that dnvell on

the earth, ajid to every nation, and tongue, and kindred, and /leO'

file, Rev. xiv. 6. The universality of the prevalence of true

religion in the latter days, is sometimes expressed by its

reaching to " the utmost ends of the earth," Psal. ii. 8, " To
all the ends of the earth, and of the world," Psal. xxii. 27

Ixvii. 7....xcviii. 3. Isa. xlv. 22. " All the ends of the earth,

•with those that are far off upon the sea," Psal. Ixv. 5. " From
the rising of the sun to the going down of the same," Psal.

cxiii. 3. Mai. i. 11. " The outgoings of the morning and

of the evening," Psal. Ixv. 8. It seems that all the most strong

expressions, that were in use among the Jews to signify the

.habita!)le Avorld in its utmost extent, are made use of to sig;-
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\hQ esteftt of the church of God in the latter days : And in

jrnany places, a variety of these expressions is used, and there

is an accumulation of them, expressed with great force.

It would be unreasonable to say, these are only bold figuresj

used after the manner of the eastern nations, to express the

p;reat extent of the Christian church, at and after the days of

Censtantine : To say so would be in effect to say, that it

would have been impossible for God, if he had desired it,

plainly to have foretold any thing that should absolutely have

extended to all nations of the earth. I question whether it be

possible to find out a more strong expression, to signify an ab-

solute universality of the knowledge of the true religion

through the habitable world, than that in Isa. xi. 9, « The earth

shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cov-

er the seas." Which is as much as to say, As there is no

place in the vast ocean where there is not water, so there

shall be no part of the world of mankind where there is not

the knowledge of the Lord ; as there is no part of the mde
bed or cavity possessed by the sea, but what is covered with

water, so there shall be no part «f the habitable world that

bhall not be covered with the light of the gospel, and possess-

ed by the true religion. Waters are often in prophecy put

for nations and multitudes of people : So the waters of the

main ocean seem sometimes to be put for the inhabitants of

the earth in general ; as in Ezekiel's vision of waters of the

sanctuary (Ezek. xlvii.) which flowed from the sanctuary, and

ran east, until they came to the ocean, and were at first a

small stream, but continually increased until they became a

great river ; and when they came to the sea, the water even

of the vast ocean v/as healed (ver. 8.) representing the con-

version of the world to the true religion in the latter days.

It seems evident, that the time will come, when there will not

be one nation remaining in the world, which shall not embrace

the true religion, in that God has expressly revealed, that no

one such nation shall be left standing on the earth ; Isai. Ix.

12. " The nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall

perish
;
yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted." God has

declared that heathen idolatry and all the worship of false

Vol. HI. aZ
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gcds shall be wholly abolished, in the most universal manner,

so that it shall be continued in no place under the heavens, or

upon the face of the earth ; Jer. x. 11." The gods that have

Dot made the heavens and the eavih, even they shall perish

from the earth, and from under these hoavens." Vcr. 15.

" They are vanity, and the work of errors, in the time of their

visitation lliey shall perish." This must be understood as

what shall be brought to pass while this earth and tl:ese heav-

ens remain, i. e. before the end of the world. Agreeable to

this is that, Isa. liv. 1, 2. " Sing, O barren, and thou that didst

not bear ; for more are the children of the desolate than the

children of the married wife, saith the Lord ; enlarge the

place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of

thy habitation ; spare not ; lengthen thy cords, strengthen

thy stakes." Ver. 5. " For thy Maker is thy husband ; the

Lord of Hosts is his name ; and thy Redeemer the Holy One
of Israel ; the God of the whole earth shall he be called."

The prophecies of the New Testament do no less evidently

shew, that a time will come when the gospel shall universally

prevail, and the kingdom of Christ be extended over the whole

habitable earth, in the most proper sense. Christ says, John

xii. 32. " I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
luito me." It is lit, that when the son of God becomes man,

he should have dominion over all liiankind : It is fit that since

he became an inhabitant of the earth, and shed his blood on

the earth, he should possess the whole earth : It is fit,

seeing here he became a servaut, and was subject to men,

and was arraigned before them, and judged, condemned

and executed by them, and suffered ignominy and death

in a most public manner, before Jews and Gentiles, being

lifted up to view on the cross upon an hill, near that pop-

ulous city Jerusalem, at a most public time, when there were

many hundred thousand spectators, from all parts, that he

should be rewarded with an universal dominion over mankind;

and it is here declared he shall be. The apostle, in the 1 ItU

of Romans, teaches us to look to that great outpouring of the

Spirit, and ingathering of souls into Christ's kingdom, that was

in those days, first of the Jev.s, and then of the Gentiles, to be
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"but as the first fruits of the intended harvest,both with regard to

Jews and Gentiles, and to look on the ingathering of those

first fruits as a sign that all the remainder both of Jews and

Gentiles should in due time be gathered in ; \er. 16. « For

if the first fruit be holy, the lump is also holy ; and if th«

root be holy, so ave the branches.'' And in that context, the-

apostle speaks of the fullness of both Jews and Gentiles, as

what shall hereafter be brought in, as distinct from that in-

gathering from among both, that was in those primitive ages

of Christianity : In ver. 12, we read of the fulness of the Jews,

and in the 25th of the fulness of the Gentiles : And there ia

ver. 39, 31, 32, the apostle teaches us to look upon that infi-

.flelity and darkness, that first prevailed ever all Gentile nations,

before Chi'ist came, and then over the Jews afterChrist came,

as what w-as wisely permitted of God, as a preparation for the

manifestation of the glory of God's mercy, in due time, on the

whole world, constituted ofJews and Gentiles. God hath condud'

ed them all in unbeliefs that he might have mercy upon all. These

things plainly shew, that the time is coming when the »vhole

world of mankind shall be brought into the church of Christ

;

and not only a part of the Jev/s, and a part of the Gentile world,

as the first fruits, as it was in the first ages of the Christian

church ; but the fullness of both, the whole lump, all the na-

tion of ihe Jews, and all the world of Gentiles.

In the last great conflict between the church of Christ and

her enemies, before the commencement of the glorious time

of the church's peace and rest. The kings of the earthy and the

nvitole ^ivorldj are rejiresenicd as gathered together. Rev. xvi. 14,

and then the " seventh angel pours out his vial into the air,'*

which limits that kingdom that Satan has, as god of this world,

in its utmost extent ; and that kingdom is represented as ut-

terly overthrown, ver. 17, ccc. And in another description of

that great battle, chap. xlx. Christ is represented as riding

forth, having on his head many crowns, and on his vesture and

on his thigh a name written, King ofKings, arid Lord ofLords,

Which we may well suppose signifies, that he is now going

to that conquest, whereby he shall set up a kingdom, in which

lie shall be King- of Kings, in a far more extensive manner
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than either the Babylonish, Persian, Grecian, or Roman mon-

archs were. And in vcr. 17, and following, " an angel ap-

pears standing in the sun, that overlooks the v/hole world, cal-

ling on all the fowls that fly in the midst of hciiven, to come

and eat the flesh of kings," 8cc. And in consequence of the

great victory Christ gains at that time, an angel co?nes down-

from heaven, havint^ the key of the bottomless pit^ and a great

chain m his handy and laiis hold on the devil^ and binds him, and

casts hi?n 172to the bottomless pit, and shuts him up, and sets a seal

upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more. Satan,

being dispossessed of that highest monarchy on earth, the

Roman empire, and cast out in the time of Constantine, is

represented chap. xii. by his being cast down from heaven to

the earth : But now there is something far beyond that ; he

is cast out of the earth, and is shut up in hell, and confined to

that alone, so that he has no place left him in this world uf

mankind, high nor low.

Now will any be so unreasonable as to say, that all these

things do not signify more than that one third part of the

world should be brought into the church of Christ ; beyond

which it cannot be pretended that the Christian religion has

ever yet reached, in its greatest extent ? Those countries,

which belonged to the Roman empire, that were brought to

the profession of Christianity, after the reign of Constantine,

are but a small part of what the habitable world now is ; as to

extent of ground, they all together bear, I suppose, no greater

proportion to it, than the land of Canaan did to the Roman

empire. And our Redeemer in his kingdom of grace has

hitherto possessed but a little part of the world, in its most

flourishing state, since arts are risen to their greatest height

;

and a very great part of the world is but lately discovered, and

much remains undiscovered to this day.

These things make it very evident, that the main fulfilment

of those prophecies, that speak of the glorious advancement

of Christ's kingdom on earth, is still to come.

And as there has been nothing as yet, with regard to the

flourishing of religion, and the advancement of Christ's king*

dom, of such extent as to answer the prophecies, so neither
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Sias there been any thin.;^ of that duration, tliat is foretold....

The piophecit'S speak of Jerusalem's being made the joy of

efthe ivliole earthy and also the^ot/ ofmany generations (Psal.

xlviil. 2. Isa. Ix. 15.) That God^s peojile shoitld long evjoy the:

tvork of their hands, (Isa. Ixv. 22.) That tliey should reign

nvith Christ a thousand years (Rev. xx.) by which we must at

least understand a very long time. But it would be endless

to mention all the places, which signify that the time of the

church's great peace and prosperity should be of long; contin-

uance : Almost all the prophecies that speak of her latter day

glory, imply it ; and it is implied in very many of them, that

when once this day of the church's advancement and peace is

begim, it shall never end, till the world ends ; or, at least, that

there shall be no more a return of her troubles and adversity

for any considerable continuance ; that then the days of her

-mourning shall be ended ; that her tribulations should then be as

the waters of N^oah unto God, that a.s /le has sworn that the wa-

ters of JVoah should no more pass over the earth, so he will swear

that he will no more he wroth with his jieofile, or rebuke them ;

that God 's fieople should no more walk after the imagination of

their evil heart ; that God would hide himself no morefrom the

house of Israel, because he has floured out his Spirit upon them ;

that their sun should no more go down, nor the moon withdrai-j

itself; that the light should not be clear and dark (i. e. there

should be no more an interchange of light and darkness, as

\ised to be) but that it should be all one continued day ; not day

and Jiight (for so the words are in the original in Zech. xiv.

7) alternately, but it shall come to pass, that at evening time (i.

e. at the time that night and darkness used to be) it shall be

light ; and that the nations should beat their swords into plough-

shares, and their sfiears into pruning hooks, and that nation shall

not lift up sword against nation, nor learn war any more ; but

that there should be abundance ofpeace so long as the moon en-

dureth. And innumerabJe things of this nature are declared.

But the church of Christ has never yet enjoyed a state of

peace and prosperity for any long time ; on the contrary, the

times of her rest, and of the flourishing state of religion, have

ever been very short- Hitherto the church may say as in Isa.
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Ixiii. 17, 18. "Return, for thy servants sake, the tribes of

thine inheritance ; the people of thy holiness have possessed

it but a little while." Tlie quietness that the cluu'ch of God
enjoyed after the bce;i;inin;^ of Constantinc's reign, was very

short ; the peace the empire enjoyed, in freetloin from war,

was not more than twenty years j no longer nor greater than

it hnil enjoyed under some cf the heathen ernperors. After

this the empire was rent in pieces by intestine wars, and wast-

ed almost every where by the invasions and incursions of bar-

barous nations, and the Christian world was soon all in con-

tention and confusion, by heresies and divisions in matters of

religion. And the church of Christ has never as yet been for

any long time, free from persecution ; especially v/hen truth

has prevailed, and true religion flourished. It is manifest, that

hitherto the people of God have b-een kept under, and Zion

has been in a low afflicted state, aid her ene^iiies have had the

chief sway.

And another thing, that makes it exceeding manifest that

that day of the church's greatest advancement on earth, which

is foretold in scripture, has never yet come, i?., that it is so

plainly and expressly revealed that this day should succeed the

last of the four monavchies, even the Reman, in its last state,

wherein it is divided into ten kingd^jms, and after the destruc-

tion of Antichrist, signified by the little horn, whose reign is

contemporary with the reign of the ten kings. These things

are very plain in the 2d and Tth chapters of Daniel, and also

in the Revelation of St. Jolin. And it is also plain by the 1 1th

chapter of Romans, that it i;hail be after the national conver-

sion of the Je^VBy tjhlch shall he as lif^froAi the dead to the Gen.'

tiles-) and \.\\t fulness of both Jeius arid Gentiles should be come

zw, and all the nation of the Jews and all othe:* nations shall

obtain mercy, and ihcre shall be that general ingathering of

the harvest of the whole earth, of whi-h all thjkt had been con-

verted before, either of Jews or Gentiles, were but the first

fruits. And many other evidences of this point might be

mentioned, which for brevity's sake I omit.

And thus it is meet, that the last kingdom which shall take

place on earth, should be the kingdom of God's own Son and
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lielr, whose right it is to rule and reign ; and that whatever

revolutions and coni'usions there^rnay be in the world, for a

long time, the cause of truth, the righteous cause, should

finally prevail, and God's holy people should at last inherit

the earth, and reign on earth ; and that the world should con-

tinue in tumults and great revolutions, following one another^

from age to age, the world being as it were in travail, until

truth and holiness are brought forth ; tliat all things should be

shaken, until that comes which is true and right, and agreea-

ble to the mind of God, which cannot be shaken ; and that this

wisdom of the Ruler of the world should be manifestetl in the

bringing all things ultimately to so good an issue. The world

is made for the Son of God ; his kingdom is the end of all

changes, that come to pass in the state of the world of man-

kind ; all are only to prepare the way for this ; it is fit there-

fore that the last kingdom on earth should be his. It is wisely

and mercifully ordered of God that it should be so, on this ac-

count, as well as many others, viz. that the cRurch of God,

under all preceding changes, should have this consideration

to encourage her, and maintain her hope, and animate her

faith and prayers, from generation to generation, that God has

promised, her cause should finally be maintained and prevail

m this world.

Let it nov/ be considered,

2. The future promised advancement of the kingdom of

Christ is an event unspeakably happy and glorious. The
scriptures speak of that time, as a time wherein God and His

Son Jesus Christ will be most eminently glorified on earth ; a

time, wherein God, who until then had dwelt between the

cherubims, and concealed himself in the holy of holies, in the

secret of his tabernacle, behind the vai], in the thick darkness,

should openly shine forth, and all flesh should see his glory,

and God's people in general have as great a privilege as the

high priest alone liad once a year, or as Moses had in the

TOOvmt ; a time, wherein the te?)i/ile of God hi heaven should be

opened-) and there should be sec:: the ark r.f His testament ; (Rev.

xi. 19) a time, wherein both God will be greatly glorified, and
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his saints made unspeakably happy in the view of his gloiy ^

a time, wherein God's people should not only once see the

light of God's glory, as Moses, or see it once a year with the

hi|>-h priest, but shoirld dwell and walk continually in it, and it

should be their constant daily light, instead of the light of the

sun,(Iba. ii. 5. 1'sal.bcxxix. 15. Isa.lx. 19)which light should be

so much more glorious than the light of the sun or moon, that

the moon shall be confounded., and the sun asliamed., when the

Lord of hosts should rei^n in mount 'Zion^ and In Jerusalem be'

fore his ancients gloriously ; Isa. xxiv. 23.

It is represented as a time of vast increase of knowledge

and understanding, especially in divine things ; a time where-

in God Avould " destroy the face of the covering cast over all

people, and the vail spread over all nations," Isa. xxv. 7.

•wherein " the light of the moon shall be as the light of the

sun, and the light of the sun seven fold," Isa. xxx. 26. " And
the eyes of them that sec shall not be dim, and the heart of

the rash shall understand knowledge," Isa. xxxii. 3, 4. "And
they shall no more teach every man his neighbor, and every

Tnan his brother, sayint;', know the Lord, because they shall

know him from the least to the greatest," Jer. xxxi. 24. And
a time of general holiness, (Isa. Ix. 30. « Thy,people shall be

»ll righteous.") And a time of a great prevailing of eminent

holiness, when little children shcukl, in spiritual attainments,

be as though they were " an hundred years old," Isa. Ixv. 20.

And wherein " he that is feeble among God's people should

be as David,"^ Zech. xii. 8. A time wherein holiness should

be as it were inscribed on every thing, on all men's common
business and employments, and the common utensils of life,

all shall be dedicated to God, and improved to holy purposes
;

(Isa.xxiii. 18. « And her merchandize and hire shall be holi-

ness to the Lord." Zech. xiv. 20, 21. « lu that day shall thers

be upon the bells of the horses. Holiness unto the Lord ; and

the pots in the Lords house shall be like the bowls refore the

altar ; yea every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be ho-

liness unto the Lord of Hosts.") A time wherein religion

and true Christianity shall in every respect be uppermost in

the world
J wherein God will cause his church to u.rii.e ojii.
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shake herselffrom the dust., and put cm her beautiful garmentiy

and sit down on a throne ; and the poor shall be raisedfrom the

dust, and the beggarfrom the dunghill, and shall be set among

princes, and made to inherit the throne of God's glory : A time

wherein vital piety shall take possession of thrones and pala-

ces, and those that are in most exalted stations shall be emi-

nent in holiness. Isa. xlix. 23. « And kings shall be thy

nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers."

Chap. Ix. 16. " Thou shalt suck the breasts of kings." Isa.

xlv. 12. " The daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift, the

rich among the people shall entreat thy favor." A time of

wonderful union, and the most universal peace, love and sweet

harmony ; wherein the nations shall beat their sivords into

ploughshares, Ssr.c. arid God will cause, wars to cease to the ends

of the earth, a.nd break the bow, ayid cut the spear in cunder, and

burn the chariot in thefire ; and the mountains shall bring forth

peace to God's people, and the little hills by righteousness i

wherein the wolf should dwell with the lamb. Sec. and wherein

God's people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure

divellings, and quiet resting places; (Isa. xxxii. 17, 18, and

xxxiii. 20, 21) a time wherein all heresies and false doctrines

shall be exploded, and the church of God shall not be rent

with a variety of jarring opinions. Zech. xiv. 9. " The Lord
shall be king over all the earth : In that day there shall be
one Lord, and his name one." And all superstitious ways
of worship shall be abolished, and all agree in worshipping-

God in his own appointed way, and agreeable to the purity of

his institutions ; Jer. xxxii. 39. « I will give them one heart

and one way, that they may fear me forever, for the good of

them and their children after them ;" a time wherein the

whole earth shall be united as one holy city, one heavenly fam-

ily, men of all nations shall as it were dwell together, and
sweetly correspond one with another, as brethren and children

of the same father ; as the prophecies often speak of all God's
people at that time as the children of God, and brethren one
to another, all appointing over them one head, gathered to one
house of God, to worship the King, the Lord of hosts ; a time

wherein this whole great society shall appear in glorioles

Vol, III. 3 A
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beauty, in genuine amiable Christianity, and excellent order^

as a city compact toc^et/ier, the perfection of beauty,, an eternal

excellency-, shining with a vefleciion of the glory ol' Jehovah

riHen upon it^ which sliall be attractive and ravishing to all

kings and nations, and it shall appear aa a bride adornedfor her

husband ; a time of great temporal prosperity ; of great

health, (Isa. xxxiii. 24. " The inhabitants shall not say, I am
sick") of long life ; Isa. Ixv. 22. « As the days of a tree, arc

the days of my people ;" a time wherein the earth shall be

abundantly fruitful ;
(Psal. Ixvii. 6, Isa. xxx. 23, 24, Amos

ix. 16, and many other places.) A time wherein the world

shall be delivered from that multitude of sore calamities that

before had prevailed, (Ezek. xlvii. 20) and there shall be an

universal blessing of God upon mankind, in soul and body, and

in all their concerns, and all manner of tokens of God's pres-

ence and favor, and God shall rejoice over the?n as (he bride-

groom rejoiceth over his bride, and the mountains shall as it were

drop donvn neiv ivinc, and the hills shallflow with milk p Joel iii.

18. A time of great and universal joy through the earth,

whenfrom the titmcst ends of the earth shall be heard songs^ even

glory to the righteotts, and God's people shfill with joy draw

water out of the wells of salvation, and God shall prepare in his

holy mountain, a feast of tat things, a feast of wines on the

Lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the Lees well

refined, which feast is represented. Rev. xix. as the marriage

supper of the Lamb. Yea, the scriptures I'epresent it not only

as a lime of universal joy on earth, but extraordinary joy in

heaven, among the angels and saints, the holy apostles and

prophets there ; Rev. xviii. 20, and xix. 1 9. Yea, the

scriptures represent it as a time of extraordinary rejoicing

with Christ himself, the glorious head, in whom all things in

heaven and earth shall then be gathered together in one ;

Zech. iii. 17. « The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is

mighty ; he will save ; he Avill rejoice over thee with joy ;

he will rest in his love ; he will joy over thee with singing."

And the very fields, trees and mountains, shall then as it were

rejoice, and break forth into singing ; Isa. Iv. 12. " Yc shall

SO out with joy, and be led forth with peace ; the mountains
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smd the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all

the trees of the field shall clap their hands." Isa. xliv. 23.

« Sing, O heavens, for the Lord hath done it ; shout, ye lower

parts of the earth ; break forth into singing, ye mountains ;

G forest, and every tree therein ; for the Lord hath redeemed

Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel.

Such being the state of things in this future promised glo-

rious day of the churches prosperity, surely it is woi'th pray-

ing for. Nor is there any one thing whatsoever, if we view-

ed things aright, which a regard to the glory of God, a con-

cern for the kingdom and honor of our Redeemer, a. love to

his people, pity to perishing sinners, love to our fellow crea-

tures in general, compassion to mankind under its various

and sore calamities and miseries, a desii'e of their temporal

and spiritual prosperity, love to our country, our neighboi's

and friends, yea, and to our own souls, would dispose us to be

so much in prafyet for, as for the dawning of this happy dayj

and the accomplishment of that glorious event.

It may be worthy to be considered,

3. How much Christ prayed and kbored and suffered, in

order to the glory ami happiness of that day.

The sum of the blessings Christ sought, by what he did'

and suffered in the work of redemption, was the Holy Spirit,

So is the affair of our redemption constituted ; the Father

provides and gives the Redeemer, and the price of redemp-

tion is offered to him, and be grants the benefit purchased ;

the Son is the Redeemer that gives the price, and also is the

price offered ; and the Holy Spirit is the grand blessing ob-

tained by the price offered, and bestowed on the redeemed.

The Holy Spirit, in his indwelling, his influences and fruits^

is the sum of all grace, holiness, comfort and joy ; or in one

word, of all the spiritual food Christ purchased for men in this

world : And is also the sum of all perfection, glory and eter-

nal joy, that he purchased for them in another world. The
Holy Spirit is that great benefit, that is the subject matter of

the promises, both of the eternal covenant of redemption, and

also of the covenant of grace ; the grand subject of the prom-
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iscs of the Old Testament, in the prophecies of the blessingij

of the Messiah's kinc^dom ; and the chief subject of the prom-

ises of the New Testament ; and particularly of the covenant

of {.yrace delivered by Jesus Claist to his disciples, as his last

•will and testament, in the xiv. xv. and xvi. chapters of John ;

the p;rand legacy that he bequeathed to them in that his last

and dving discourse with them. Therefore the Holy Spirit

is so often called the spirit of promise, and emphatically the

promise, the promise of the Father, Sec. Luke xxiv. 4G. Acts

5. 4, and ii. 33, 39. Gal. iii. 14. Eph. i. 13, and iii. 6. Thi»

being the great blessing Christ purchased by his labors and

sufierings on earth, it Avas the blessing he received of the

Father, when he ascended into heaven, and entered into the

holy ot holies aa uh his own blood, to communicate to those

that he iiad redeemed. John xvi. 7. " It is expedient for

you, that I go away ; for if I go not away, the Comforter will

not come ; but if I depart, I will send him unto you." Acts

ii. 33. " Being by the right hand of God exalted, and having

received of the leather the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath

shed forth this which ye now see and hear." This is the sum of

those gifts, which Christ received for men, even for the rebel-

ous, at his ascension. This is the sum of the benefits Christ

obtains for men by his intercession; John xiv. 16, 17. "I
-will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,

that he may abide with you forever ; even the Spirit of Truth."

Herein consists Christ's communicative fullness, even in his

being full of the Spirit, and so full of grace and truth, that we
might of this fulness receive, and grace for grace. He is an-

ointed with the Holy Ghost ; and this is the ointment that

goes down from the head to the members. God gives the

Spirit not by measure unto him, that every one that is his

might receive according to the measure of tlie gift of Christ.

This therefore was the great blessing he prayed for in that

wonderful prayer, that he uttered for his disciples and all his

future church, the evening before he died, John xvii : The

blessing he prayed for to the Father, in behalf of his disciples,

was the same he had insisted on in his preceding discourse

\yith them : And this doubtless was the blessing that ho pray-
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cd for, when, as our High Priest, he offered up strong crying

and tears, with his blood, Heb. v. 6, 7. The same that he

shed his blood for, he also shed tears for, and poured out

prayers for.

But the time that we have been speaking of, is the chief

time of the bestowment of this blessing ; the main season of

the success of all that Christ did and suffered in the work of

our redemption. Before this the Spirit of God is given but

very sparingly, and but few are saved ; but then it will be far

otherwise ; wickedness shall be rare then, as virtue and piety-

had been before : And undoubtedly, by far the greatest num-

ber of them that ever receive the benefits of Christ's redemp-

tion, from the beginning of the world to the end of it, will re-

ceive it in that time. The number of the inhabitants of the

earth will doubtless then be vastly multiplied ; and the num-

ber of redeemed ones much more.

If we should suppose that glorious day to last no more than

(literally) a thousand years, and that at the beginning of that

thousand years the world of mankind should be but just as nu-

merous as it is now, and that the number should be doubled,

during that time of great health and peace and the universal

blessing of heaven, once only in an hundred years, the num-
ber at the end of a thousand years would be more than a thou-

sand times greater than jt is now ; and if it should be doubled

once in fifty years (which probably the number of the inhabit-

ants of Newengland has ordinarily been, in about half that time)

then, at the end of the thousand years, there would be more
than a million inhabitants on the face of the earth where there

is one now. And there is reason to think that through the

greater part of this period at least, the number of saints will,

in their increase, bear a proportion to the increase of the

number of inhabitants. And it must be considered, that if

the number of mankind at the beginning of this period be no

more than equal to the present number, yet we may doubtless

conclude, that the number of true saints will be immensely
greater ; when instead of the few true and thorough Christ-

ians now in some few countries, every nation on the face of

the whole earth shall be converted to Christianity, and every
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covnitry shall be full of true Christians ; so that the successive

multiplication of true sprints through the thousand years, wll
befjin with that va^it advantage, beyond the muUiplicaiion of-

mankind ; where the latter is begun from units, the other

doubtless will begin with hundreds, if not thousands. How
much greater then will be the number of true converts^' that

will be brought to a participation of the benefits of Christ's re»-

dempuon, during;; that period, than in all other times put to-

gether ? I think the foregoing things considered, we shall be^

very moderate in our conjectures, if we say, it is probable that

there will be an hundred thousand tirces more, that will actu-

ally, be redeemed to God by Christ's blood, during that peri*

od of'the church's prosperity that we have beexi speaking of^

than ever had been before, from the beginning of tire world toj

that time.

That time is represented in scripture, as-thepropei' appoint?

ed season of Christ's salvation ; eminently the elect season,

the acce/ited timey^mA daij of salvation (Isai. xlix. 8, and so on

lo ver. 23, and chap. Ixi. 2, taken with the context, in that and

the preceding and follo"vving chapters.) The year of Christ'ar

redeanvd^ Isa. Ixiii. 4. This period is spoken of as the prop-

er time of the dominion of the Redeemer, and reign of his

redeetning love, in the 2d and 7th Chapters of Daniel, and

many other places ; the proper time oi bis harvest, or ingath-

ering of his fruits from this fallen world ; the appointed day of-

his triumph over Satan, the great destroyer ; and the appoint-

ed day of Ws marriage with his elect spouse ; Rev. xix. 7.

The time given to the Sun of righteousness to rule, as the

day is the time Cod has appointed for the natural Sun lo bear

rule. Therefore the bringing on of this time is called Christ's

coming in his kingdom ; wherein he itfi/l rent the heavens and'

come doivn, arKl the Suti of righteousness, shall anse. Mai. ivt 2^.

and Isa. Ix. 1.

The comparatively, little saving good there is in the worlds

asthe fruit of Christ's redemption, before that time, is, aS' it-

were, granted by way of anticipation ; as we anticipate some-

ihing of the sun's light by reflection before the daytime, tho

proper time of the: sun's rule ; and as the first fruits are gath*
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"ftred before the harvest. Then more especially will be the

fulfilment of those great promises, made by God the father to

fhe son, for his pouring out his soul unto death, Isa. liii. 10^

11, 12 ; then " shall he see his seed, and the pleasure of the

Lord shall prosper in his hand ; then shall he sec of the trav-

ail of his soul, and be satisfied, and ihall justify many by his

linovi'ledge ; then will God divide him a portion with the great,

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong ;" then shall

Christ in an eminent manner obtain his chosen spouse, that

« he loved and died for, that he might sanctify and cleanse her,

with the V/ashing of water, by the word, and present her to

himself a glorious church," He will obtain " the joy that

was set before him, for which he endured the cross, and des-

pised the shame," chiefly in the events and consequences of

that day : That day as was observed before, is often repre-

sented as eminently the time of the rejoicing of the bride-

groom. The foreknowledge and considei'ation of it was what

supported him, and that which his soul exulted in, at a time

when his soul had been ti'oubled at the view of his approach-

ing sufferings ; as may be seen in John xii. 23, 24, 27, 31, 32.

Now therefore, if it be so, that this is what Jesus Christ,

our great Redeemer and the head of the church, did so much
desire, and set his heart upon, from all eternity, and which he

did and suffered so much for, offering up strong crying and

tears, and his precious blood to obtain it ; surely his disci-

ples and members should also earnestly seek it, and be much
and earnest in prayer for it.

Let it be considered,

4. The whole creation is, as it were, earnestly waiting

for that day, and constantly groaning aiid travailing in pain to

bring forth the felicity and glory of it. For that day is above

all other times, excepting the day of judgment, the day of the

Tuanifestation of the Sons of God, and of their glorious lib'

«rty : And therefore that elegant representation the apostle

makes of the earnest expectation and travail of the creation,

in Rom. viii. 19 .22, is applicable to the glorious events

of this day : " The earnest expectation of the creature waiteth

for the maniiestation of the Sous of God. For the creatuie



592 UNION IN PRAYER.

was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of

him who hath subjected the same in hope. Because the

creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of cor-

ruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For

\ve know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in

pain together until now." This visible world has now for

many ages been subjected to sin, and made as it were a ser-

vant to it, through the abusive improvement that man, who

has the dominion over the creatures, puts the creatures to.

Thus the sun is a sort of servant to all manner of wickedness,

as its light and other beneficial influences are abused by men,

and made subservient to their lusts and sinful purposes. So

of the rain, and fruits of the earth, and the brute animals, and

all other parts of the visible creation ; they all ser\'e men's

corruption, and obey their sinful will ; and God doth in a

sort subject them to it ; for he continues his influence and

power to make them to be obedient, according to the same

law of nature whereby they yield to men's command when

used to good purposes. It is by the immediate influence of

God upon things, acting upon them, according to those con-

stant methods that we call the laws of nature, that they are

ever obedient to man's will, or that we can use them at all.

This influence of God continues, to make them obedient to

men's will, though wicked. Which is a sure sign that the

present state of things is not lasting : It is confusion ; and

God would not suffer it to be, but that he designs in a little

time to put an end to it, when it shall no more be so. Seeing

it is to be but a little while, God chooses rather to subject the

creature to man's wickedness, than to disturb and interrupt

the course of nature according to its stated laws ; But it is, as

it were, a force upon the creature ; for the creature is abused

in it, perverted to far meaner purposes than those for which

the author of its nature made it, and to which he adapted it.

The creature therefore is as it were unwillingly subject ; and

would not be subject, but that it is but for a short time ; and it,

as it were, hopes for an alteration. It is a bondage the crea-

ture is subject to, from which it was partly delivered when
Christ came, and the gospel was promulgated in the world ',
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ind will be more fully delivered at the commencement of the

j>lorious day we are speaking of ; and perfectly at the day

6f judgment. This agrees with the context ; for the apostle

AVas speaking of the present suifering state of the church. The
reason why the chufch in this world is in a suffering state,

is that the world is subjected to the sin and corruption of

mankind. By vanity, in scripture, is very commonly meant sin

and wickedness ; and also by corruption, as might be shewn

in very many places, would my intended brevity allow.

Though the creature is thus subject to vanity, yet it does

not rest in this subjection, but is constantly acting and exert-

ing itself, in order to that glorious liberty that God has ap-

pointed at the time we are speaking of, and as it were reach-

ing forth towards it. All the changes that are brought to

pass in the world, from age to age, are ordered in infinite wis-

dom in one respect or other to prepare the way for that glo-

rious issue of things, that shall be when ti^uth and righteous-

ness shall finally prevail, and he, whose right it is, shall take

the kingdom. All the creatures, in all their operations and

motions continually tend to this. As in a clock, all the

motions of the whole system of wheels and movements, tend

to the striking of the hammar at the appointed time. All the

revolutions and I'Cstless motions of the sun and other heaven-

ly bodies, from day to day, from year to year, and from age to

age, are continually tending hither; as all the many turnings

of the wheels of a chariot, in a journey, tend to the appointed

journey's end. The mighty struggles and conflicts of nations,

and shakings of kingdoms, and those vast successive changes

that are brought to pass, in the kingdoms and empires of the

world, from one age to another, are as it were travail pangs

of the creation, in order to luring forth this glorious event.

And the scriptures represent the last sti'Uggles and changes

that shall immediately precede this event, as being the great-

est of all ; as the last pangs of a woman in travail are the

most violent.

The creature thus earnestly expecting this glorious mani-

festation and liberty of the children of God, and travailing in

pain in order to it, therefore the scriptures, by a like figure^-

Vol. III. 3 B •
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do very often represent, that when this shall be accomplished,

the whole inanimate creation shall greatly rejoice : That the

heavens shall sinff, the earth be glady the mountains break forth

into singing; the hills bejvyfuttogethrr.^ the trees clafi their handsf

the lower fiarts of the earth shout^ the sea roar and thefulncs*

thereof^ and thefloods clafi their hands, Isa. xliv. 23....xlix. 13.

Psal. Ixix. 34, 35....xcvi. 1 1, 12, and xcviii. 7, 8.

All the intelligent elect creation, all God's holy creatures

in heaven and earth, are truly and properly -w'aiting for, and

earnestly expecting that event. It is abundantly represented

in scripture as the spirit and character of all true saints, that

they set their hearts upon, love, long, wait and pray for the

promised glory of that day ; they arc spoken of as those that

prefer Jerusalem to their chief joy, Psal. cxxxvii. 6. ThaC

take pleasure in the stones of Zion, andfavor the dust thereof,

Psal. cii. 13, 14. That waitfor the consolation of Israel, Luke
ii. 25, and v. 38. It is the language of the church of God,

and the breathing of the soul of every true saint, that we have

in Psal. XIV. 7. " O that the salvation of Israel were come out

of Zion ! when the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his

people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad." And
Cant. ii. 17. " Until the day break, and the shadows flee away,

turn my beloved, and be thou like a roe, or a young heart up-

on the mountains of Bether." An,d chap. viii. 14. " Make
haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or to a young hart

upon the mountains of spices." Agreeable to this, was the spirit

of old Jacob, which he expressed when he was dying, in faith

in the great promise made to him and Isaac and Abraham,that

« in their seed all the families of the earth should be blessed,

Gen. xlix. 18. "I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.'*

The same is represented as the spirit of his true children,

or the family of Jacob, Isa. viii. 17. " I will wait upon the

Lord, that hideth himself from the house of Jacob, ^nd I will

look for him." They that love Christ's appearing, is a name

that the apostle gives to true Christians, 2 Tim. iv. 8.

The glorious inhabitants of the heavenly world, the saints

and angels there, that rejoice when one sinner repents, are^

fsamestly waiting, in an assured and joyful dependence o»
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Ciocl's promises of that conversion of the world, and marriage

,of the Lamb, which shall be when that glorious day comes;

and therefore they are represented as all with one accord

rejoicing and praising God with such mighty exultation and

triumph, when it is accomplished, in Rev. xix.

5. The word of God is full of precepts, encouragements,

and examples, tending to excite and induce tlie people of Gocjl

to be much in prayer for this mercy.

The Spirit of God is the chief of the blessings, that are the

subject matter of Christian prayer ; for it is the sum of all

spiritual blessings ; which are those that we need infinitely

more than all others, and are those wherein our true and eter-

nal happiness consists. That which is the sum of the bless-

ings that Christ purchased, is the sum of the blessings that

Christians have to pray for ; but that as was observed before, i?

the Holy Spirit : And therefore when the disciples came to

^Christ, and desired him to teach them to pray, Luke xi. and

he accordingly gave them particular directions for the per-

formance of this duty, the conclusion of his whole discourse

in the ISth verse plainly shews that the Holy Spirit is the sum
of the blessings that are the subject matter of that prayer

about which he had instructed them. " If ye then, being evil,

know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much
jnore shall your heavenly father give the Holy Spirit to them

that ask liim ?" From which words of Christ, we may also

.observe, that there is no blessing that we have so great en-

couragement to pray for, as the Spirit of God ; the words im^

ply that our heavenly Father is especially ready to bestow his

Holy Spirit on them that ask him. Of the more excellent na-

ture any benefit is that we stand in need of, the more ready

God is to bestow it in answer to prayer : The infinite good-

ness of God's nature is the more gratified, and the grand de-

sign and aim of the contrivance and work of our redemption is

the more answered, and Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, has the

greater success in his undertaking and labors ; and those de^

^ires that are expressed in prayer for the most excellent bless-

ings are the most excellent desires, and consequently such a§

,God most approves, and is most ready to gratify.
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The scriptures do not only direct and cncouras^c usin gen-

eral to pray for the Holy Spirit above all Ihing-s else, but it ii

the expiessly revealed will of God, that his church should be

very much in prayer for that glorious outpouring of the Spirit

that is to be in tlie Kittcr days, and the things that shall be acr

complished by i'- God, speaking of that blessed event, Ezek.

xxxvi. undei' the figure of " cleansing the house of Israel from

all their iniquities, planting and building their waste and ru-

ined ])i:ices, and making them to become like the garden of

Eden, and filling them with men like a flock, like the holy

flock, the flock of Jerusalem in her solemii feasts," (wherein

he doubtless has respect to the same glorious restoration and

advancemerst of his church that js spoken of in the next chap-

ter, and in all the following chapters to the end of the book)

he says, ver. 37. " Thus saith the Lord, i will yet for this be

inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them." Which
doubtless implies that it is the will of God that extraordinar^>

prayerfulncss in his people for this mercy sliould precede the

bestownient of it.

I know of no place in the Bible, where so strong an expres-

sion is made use of to signify importunity in prayer, as is iised

in Isa. Ixii. 6, 7, v»'hcre the people of God are called upon to be

importunate for this mercy : " Ye that make mentior. of the

Lord, keep not silence, and give him no rest, vmtil he estab-

lish, and until he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth."How
strong is tlie phrase 1 And how loud is this call to the church

of God, to be fervent and incessant in their cries to him for

tiiis great mercy ! How wonderful are the words to be used,

concerning the manner in which such worms of the dust

should address the high and lofty One that inhabits eternity !

And what encouragement is here, to approach the mercy seat

with the greatest freedom, boldness, earnestness, constancy

and full assurance of faith, to seek of God this greatest thing

that can be sought h\ Christian prayer !

It is a just observation of a certain eminent minister of the

church of Scotland, in a discouise of his, lately published on

sociaj prayer, in which, speaking of pleading for the success of
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the gospel, as required by the Lord's prayer, he says, " That

notwithstanding of its being so compendious, yet the one half

of it, that is, three petitions in six, and these the first prescrib-

ed, do all relate to this great case : So that to \xut up any one of

these petitions apart, or all of them together, is upon the mat-

ter, to pray that the dispensation, of the gospt;! may be bless-

ed with divine power." That glorious day we are speaking

of is the proper and appointed time, above all others, for the

bringing to pass the things requested in each of these peti-

tions ; As the prophecies every where represent that as the

time, which God has especially appointed for the hallowing

or glorifying his own great name in this world, causing his

glory to be revealed, that all flesh may see it together, caus-

ing it openly to be manifested in the sight of the heathen,

filling the whole world with the light of his glory to such a

degree that the Moon shall be confounded and Sun ashamed

before that brighter glory : The appointed time for the glori-

fying and magnifying the name of Jesus Christ, causing every

Icnee to bow, and every tongue to confess to him. This is the

proper time of God^s kingdom's coming, or of Christ's com-

ing in his kingdom : That is the very time foretold in the 2d

of Daniel, when the Lord God of heaven shall set up a king-

dom, in the latter times of the last monarchy, when it is di-

vided into ten kingdoms : And that is the very time foretold

in the Tth of Daniel, when there should be given to one like

to the son of man, dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all

people, nations and languages should serve him ; and the

kingdom and domini^jn, and the greatness of the kingdom un-

der the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the

Saints of the most high God, after the destruction of the little

horn, that should continue for a time, times, and the dividing

of time. And that is the time wherein God's will shall he

done on earth, as it is done in heaven ; when heaven shall as

it were be bowed, and come down to the earth, as God's peo-

ple shall be all righteous, and holiness to the Lord shall be

written on the bells of the horses, &c. So that the three first

petitions of the Lord's prayer are in effect no other than re-

<iuests for the bringing on this glorious day. And .as thp
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LorcVs prayer begins with asking for this, in the three first

petitions, so it concludes with it, in these words, For thine. i>

the kingdom^ and the fiotuer^ and the glory for euer. Amen,

Which words imply a request that God wculd take to himself

his ejreat power, and reign, and manifest his power and glorjr

in the world. Thus Christ teaches us that it becomes his dis-

ciples to seek this above all othjsr things, and make it the first

and the last in their prayers, and that every petition should

be put up in a subordination to £he advancement of God's

kingdom and glory in the world.

Besides what has been observed of the Lord's prayer, if we

look through the whole Bible, and observe all tiie examples

of prayer that we find there recorded, we shall find so many

prayers for no other mercy, as for the deliverance, restoration

and prosperity of the church, and the advancement of God'^

glory and kingdom of grace in the world. If we well consid-

er the prayers that we find recorded in the book of Psalms, I

believe we shall see reason to think, that a very great, if not

the greater part of them, are prayers uttered, either in the

Bame ef Christ, or in the name of the church, for such a mer-

cy : And undoubtedly the greatest part of that* book of

Psalms, is made up of prayers for this mercy, prophecies of

it, and prophetical praises for it.

The prophets, in their prophecies of the restoration and

advancement of the church, very often speak of it as what

shall be done in answer to the prayers of God's people. Isa.

XXV. 9 xxvi. 9, 12, 13, 16, IT, to the end. Chap, xxxiii. 2.

P sal. oil. 13 22. Jer. iii. 21. Isa. Ixv. 24 xli. 17. Hos.

Y. 15, with vi. 1,2, 3, and xiv. 2, to the end. Zech. x. 6

xii. 10, and xiii. 9. Isa. Iv. 6, with verse 12, IS. Jer. xxxiii.

3. The prophecies of future glorious times of the church

are often introduced with a prayer of the church for her de-

liverance and advancement, prophetically uttered ; as in Isa.

Ji. 9, 8cc. Chap. Ixiii. 11, to the end, and Ixiv. throughout.

In order to Christ's being mystically born into the world,

in the advancement and flourishing of true religion, and great

increase of the number of true converts, who are spoken of as

having Christ formed in them> the scriptures represent it aa
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requisite, that the church should first be in travail, crying,

and pained to be delivered ; Rev. xii. 1, 2, 5. And on«

thing that we have good reason to understand by it, is hef

exercising strong desires, and wrestling and agonizing with

God in prayer, for this event ; because we find such figures

of speech used iti this sense elsewhere ; so, Gal. iv. 19,

" My little children of whom I travail in birth again, until

Christ be formed in you." Isa. xxvi. 16, 17. "Lord, in

trouble have they visited thee ; they poured out a prayer when

thy chastening was upon them. Like a woman with child,

that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and

crieth out in her pangs, so have we been in thy sight, O
Lord." And certainly it is fit, that the church of God should

1)6 in travail for that, which (as I before observed) the whole

creation travails in pain for.

The scriptures do not only abundantly manifest it to be the

duty of God*s people to be much in prayer for this great mer-

cy, but it al^o abounds with manifold considerations to encour"

age them in it, and animate them with hopes of success.

There is perhaps no one thing that so much of the Bible is

takeii up in the promises of, in order to encourage the faith,

hope arid prayers of the sainta, as this ; which at once affords

to God's people the clearest evidences that it is their duty to'

be much in prayer for this mercy (for undoubtedly that v/hick

God does abundantly make the subject of his promises, God's

people should abundantly make the subject of their prayers)

and also affords them the strongest assurances that their

prayers shall be successful. With what confidence may v.c

go before God, and pray for that, of which we have so many
(Exceeding precious and glorious promises to plead ! The
very first promise of God to fallen man, even that in Gen. iii.

15. It shall bruise thy head, is a promise that is to have its

chief fulfilment at that day. And the whole Bible concludes

with a promise of the glory of that day, and a prayer for its

fulfilment. Rev. xxii. 20. « He that testifieth these things,

saith, surely I come quickly ; Amen. Even so, come. Lord

Jesus."
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The scriptures give us great reason to think, that whcrr

once there comes to appear much of a spirit of prayer in the

church of God for this mercy, then it will soon be accomplish-

ed. It is evidently with reference to this mercy, tiiat Gud
makes that promise, Isa. xli. 17, 18, 19. " When the poor and

needy seek water, and there is none, aiid their tongue faileth

for thirst, I the Lord will hear them ; I, the God of Israel, will

not forsake them ; I will open rivers in nigh jjlaces, and

fountains in the midst of the valleys ; I will make the wilder-

ness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water ; I will

plant in th6 %vilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the

myrtle and the oil tree, I will set in the desert the fir tree,

and the pine, and the box tree together." Spiritual w aters

and rivers are explained by the Apostle John, to be the Holy
Spirit, John vii. 37, 38, 39. It is now a time of scarcity of

these spiritual waters ; there are as it v/ere none : If God's

people, in this time of great drought, were but made duly

sensible of this calamity, and their own emptiness and neces-

sity, and brought earnestly to thirst and cry for needed sup-

plies, God would doubtless soon fulfil this blessed promisel

We have another promise much like this, in Psal. cii. 16, 17.

" When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in hia

glory ; he will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not des-

pise their prayer." And remarkable are the words that fol-

low in the next verse, " This shall be written for the gen-

eration to come ; and the people which shall be created, shall

praise ths Lord." Which seems to signify, that this promise

should be left on record to encourage some future generation

of God's people to pray and cry earnestly for this mercy, to

whom he would fulfil the promise, and thereby give them,

and great multitudes of others, that should be converted

through their prayers, occasion to praise his name. Who
knows but that the generation here spoken of may be this

present generation ? One thing tnentioned in the character of

that future generation, is certainly true concerning the pres-

ent, viz . that it is destitue ; the church of God is in very

low, sorrowful and needy circumstances : And if the next

thing there supposed, were also verified in us, viz. that w«
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ivere made sensible of our great calamity, and brought to cry

earnestly to God for help, I am persuaded the third would be

tliso verified, viz. That our prayers would be turned into joy-

ful praises, for God's gracious answers of our prayers. It is

spoken of as a sign and evidence, that the time to favor Zion

is corne, when God's servants are brought by their prayerful-

ness for her restoration, in an eminent manner, to shew that

they favor her stones and dust ; in the loth and i4th verses

of this Psalm, " Thou slialt arise, and have mercy upon Zion j

for the time to favor her, yea, the sst time is come ; for thy

servants take pleasure in her stones, and favor the dust

thereof.

God has respect to the prayers of his saints in all his gov-

ernmfent of the v/orld ; as we may observe by the representa-

tion made, Rev. viii. at the beginning. There we read of sev-

en r^ngels standing before the throne of God, and receiving

of him seven trumpets, at the sounding of which, great and

mighty changes were to be brought to pass in the world,

through many successive ages. But when these angels had

received their trumpets, they must stand still, and all must be

in silence, not one of them must be allowed to sound, until

the prayers of the saints aiHi attended to. The angel of the

Covenant, as a glorious High Priest, comes and stands at the

altar, with much incense, to offer v>'ith the prayers of all saints

upon the golden altar, before the throne ; and the smoke of

the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascends up with

acceptance before God, out of the angel's hand : And then the

angels prepare themselves to sound.. And God, in the events

of every trumpet, remembers tliose prayers : As appears at

last, by the great and glorious things he accomplishes for his

church, in the issue of all, in answer to these prayers, in the

event of the last trumpet, which brings on the glory of the

latter days, when these prayers shall be turned into joyful

praises. Rev. xi. 15, 16, 17. " And the seventh angel sounded ;

and there were great voices in heaven, saying, the kingdoms

of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his

Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four

And t\Venty Elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell

VoT., III. 3 C
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upon Uicir faces, and worslupped God, saying, We give thcc

thanks, O Lord God AInii.2;hty, which urt and -watit and ait

to come, because ihou hast taken to thee thy great power, and

hast reigned." Since it is thus, that it is the pleasure of GoJ
so to honor his people, as to carry on all the designs of his

kingdom in this uay, viz. by the prayers of his saints,

this gives us great reason to think, that whenever the time

comes that (iod gives an extraordinary spirit of prayer for the

promised advancement of his kingdom on earth, (which is

God's great aim in all preceding providences, and which is

the main thing that the spirit of prayer in the saints aims at)

then the fulfilling this event is nigh.

God, in wonderful grace, is pleased to represent himself as

it were at the command of his people, with regard to mer-

cies of this nature, so as to be ready to bestow them whenev-

er they shall earnestly pray for them ; Isa. xlv. II. "Thus
saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, ask of

me concernir.g thin.4:s to come, concerning my sons, and con-

cerning the work of my hands, command ye me." What
God is speaking of in this context, is the I'estcration of his

church ; not only a rcritoration from temporal calamity and

im outward captivity, by Cyrus ; but also a spiritual restora-

tion and advancement, by God's coinmanding the heavens to

clrofi down from above^ mid the akies to pour doioii righteous-

7icss^ and causing the earth to open aiid bring forth salvation^

and righteous?; CSS to spring up together^ Ver. 8. God would

Lave his people ask of him, or inquire of him by earnest

prayer, to do this for them ; and manifests himself as being

nt the command of earnest prayers far such a mercy : And a

reason why God is so ready to hear such prayers is couched

in the words, viz. Because it is prayer for his own church,

his chosen and beloved people, his sons and daughters, and

the work of his hands ; and he cannot deny any thing that is

asked for their comfort and prosperity.

God speaks of himself as standing ready to be gracious to

his church, and to appear for its restoration, and only waiting

for such an opportunity to bestow this mercy, when he shall

hear the cries of his people for it, that he may bestow it in
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answer to their prayers. Isa. xxx. 18, 19. "Therefore wiU

the Lord wait, that he may he gracious to thee ; and there-

iore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you :

For the Lord is a God of judgment : Blessed are all they that

wait for hirn. For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jtrusa-

lem. Thou shalt weep no more ; he will be very gracious

unto thee, at the voice of thy cry : When he shall hear it, he

will answer thee." Tlie M'ords imply as much as that when

God once sees his people much engaged in praying for this

mercy, it shall be no longer delayed. Christ desires to hear

the voice of his spouse, that is in the clefts of the rock, in ihe

secret places of the stairs ; in alow and obscure state, driven

iiito secret corners : He only waits for this, in order to put an

end to her state of affliction, and cause the day to break, and

the shadows to flee away. If he once heard her voice in

earnest prayer, he would come swiftly over the mountains of

separation between him and her, as a roe, or young hart ;

Sol. Song ii. 14, to the end. When his church is in a low

state, and oppressed by her enemies, and cries to him, he

will swiftly fly to her relief, as birds fly at the cry of their

young ; Isa. xxxi. 5. Yea, v/hen that glorious day comes,

that I am speaking of, before they call, he ivill ansvjer them^

and tahile they are yet sfieaking, he tvill hear ; and in answer to

their prayers, he will make the 'ivolf and the lamb feed togeth'

er, See. Isa. Ixv. 24, 25. When the spouse prays for the ef-

fusion of the Holy Spirit, and the coming of Christ, by grant-

ing the tokens of his spiritual presence in his church, saying,

Cant. iv. 16. Awake, O north wind, and come, thou south, blow

upon my garden, that the spices thereof may foil' cut ; let my
beloTjed come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits ; there

seems to be an imrhediate answer to her prayer, in the next

words, in abundant communications of the Spirit, and bestow-

ment of spiritual blessings ; I am co7ne into my garde?!, my sis'

ter, my spouse ; I have gathered my myrrh nuith nnj sjice ; I
have eaten my honeycomb with my honey ; I have drmik my
wine with my milk. Eat, Q friends ; drink, yea, drink aiundf

i^ntly, beloved.
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Scviplurc instances and examples of success in prayer give

gTcat cncoTira!j;emcnt to pray for this mercy. Most of the

remarkable deliverances and restorations of the clnirch of

God, that we have account of in the scripture, were in answer

to prayer. So was the redemption of the church of God from

the Egyptian bondap;e ; Exod. ii. 23, andiiiv 7. Tlie '^re?t ves-

tpration of 'he church in the latter day, is often spoken of a&

resembled by this ; as in Isa. Ixiv. 1 4....xi. 11, 15, 16

xliii. 2, 3, 16....19....1i. 10, 11, 15 Ixiii. 11, 12, 13. Zech. x.

10, 11. Hos. ij. i4, 15. It was in answer to prayer, that the

Sun stood still over Gibeon, and the Moon in the valley Aija-

Ipn, and God's people obtained that grcftt victory over their

enemies ; in which wonderful miracle, God seemed to have

some respect to ^ future more glorious event to be accom-

plished for the Christian church, in the day of her victory over

her enemies, in the latter days ; even that event foretold, Isa.

Ix. 20. " Thy Suo shall no more go down, neither shall thy

Moon withdraw itself. It Avas in answer to prayer, that God
delivered his church from the mighty host of the Assyrians,

in Hezekiah's time ; Avhich dispensation is abundantly made

use of, as a type of the great things God will do for the

Christian church in the latter days, in the prophecies of Isaiah.

The restoration of the church of God froni the Babylonish

captivity, as aUindantly appears both by scripture prophecies

and histories, was in answer to extraordinary prayer ; seoi

Jer. xxix. lO 14, and I. 4, 5. Dan. ix. throughout. Ezra.

viii. 21, Sec Nfch. i. 4, to the qnd iv. 4, 5, and Chap.

ix. throughout. This restoration of the Jewish church, afteir

the destruction of Babylon, is evidenily a type of the glorious

restoration of the Christian church, after tjie destruction of

the kingdom of Antichrist ; which (as all know) is abundant-

ly spoken of in the Revelation of St. John, as the antitype of

Baliylon. Sampso4i, out of weakness, received strength to

pull dov.n Dagon's temple, through prayer. So the people of

God, in the lat'er diiys, will out of weakness be made strong,

and will become the instruments cf pulling down the kingdon>

of Satan, by prayer.
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The Spirit of God was poured out upon Christ himself, in

answer to prayer ; Luke iii. 21, 22. " Now when all the peo-

ple were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being bap-

tized, and praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost

descended in a bodily shape like a dove, upon him ; and a voice

came from heaven which said. Thou art my beloved Son, in

thee I am well pleased.'* The Spirit descends on the church of

Christ, the same way in this respect, that it descended on the

Head of the church. The greatest effusion of the Spirit that

ever yet has been, even that which was in the primitive times

of the Christian church, which began in Jerusalem on the day

of pentecost,was in answer to extraordinary prayer. When the

disciples were gathered together to their Lord, a little before

his ascension, he commanded them, that they should not de-

part from Jertinclem, but ivaitfur the promise of the Father,

ivhich (saith he) ye have heard ofme" i. e. the promise of the

Holy Ghost ; Acts i. 4. What they had their hearts upon

was the restoriition of the kingdom to Israel : Xorc? (say they)

nvilt thou^ at this tiincy restore a,^ain the kingdom to Israel ? ver.

6. And according to Christ's direction after his ascension,

they returned to Jerusalem, and continued in united fervent

prayer and supplication. It seems they spent their time in it

from day to day, without ceasing; until the Spiiit came

down in a wonderful manner upon them, and that work was

begun which never ceased, until the world was turned upside

down, and all the chief nations of it v/ere converted to Christ-

ianity. And that glorious deliverance and advancement of

the Christian church, that was in the days of Constantine the

great, followed the extraordinary cries of the church to God,

as the matter is represented in Rev. vi. at the opening of the

fifth seal. The church in her suffering state is represented

crying with a loud voice, " How long, O Lord, holy and true,

dost thou not judge, and avenge oiif blood on them that dwell

on the earth V' And the opening of the next seal brings on that

mighty revolution, in the days of Constantine, compared to

those great changes that shall be at the end of the world.

As there is so great and manifold reason from the Avord of

.Godj to think that if a spirit of earnest prayer for that great ef-
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fusion of the Spiiit of God which I am speaking of prevailed,

in the Christian church., the mercy would be soon ;!;ranted ;

so those that arc cngaf»;ed in such prayer might expect the

first benefit. God will come to those that are seeking him

and waiting for him ; Isa. xxv. 9. and xxvi. 8. When Christ

came in the flesh, he was first revealed to them who were

"waiting for the consolation of Israel, and looking for re-

demption in Jerusalem," Luke i. 25, 38. And in that gieat

outpouring of the Spirit that was in the days of the apostles,

attended witli such glorious elTccts among Jews and Gentiles,

the Siiirit came down first on those that were engaged in

imiied, earnest prayer for it. A special bles5ing is promised

to them that love and pray for the prosperity of the church of

God, Psai. cxxii. 6. "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. They

shall prosper that love thee."

r. We are presented with many motives in the dispensa-

tions of divine Providence, at this day, to excite us to be much
in prayer for this mercy.

There is much in providence to shew us our need of it, and

put us on desiring it. The great outward calamities, in which

the V'Orld is involved ; and particularly the bloody war that

embroils and wastes the nations of Christendom, and in which

cur nation has so great a share, may well make all that believe

God's word, and love mankind, earnestly long and pray for

that day, when the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the na-

tions shall Ijeat their swords into ploughshares, Sec. But es-

pecially do the spiritual calamities and miseries of the present

time, shew our great need of that blessed effusion of God's

Spirit : There having been, for so long a time, so great a

withholding of the Spirit, from the greater part of the Christ-

ian world, and such dismal consequences of it, in the great

decay of vital piety, and the exceedmg prevalence of infidel-

ity, heresy and all manner of vice and wickedness ; and es-

pecially in our land and nation ; of which a most affecting ac-

count has hitely been published in a pamphlet printed in Lon*

don, and reprhitcd in Scotland, entitled " Britain's Remem-
brancer i'* by which it seems that luxury, and wickedness of
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almost every kind, is well nigh come to the ulmost exlrcmi-

ly in the nation ; and if vice should continue to prevail and in-

crease for one generation more, as it has the generation past,

it looks as though the nation could hardly continue in being-,

but must sink under the veight of its own corruption and

wickedness. And the state of things in the other parts of th.f^

British dominions, besides England, is very deplorable. The
church of Scotland has very much lost her glory, greatly de-

parting from her ancient purity, and excellent order ; and has

of late been, bleeding Aviih great and manifold wounds, occa-

sioned by their divisions and hot contentions. And there are fre-

quent complaints from thence, by those that lament the corrup-

tions of that land, of sin and wickedness, of innumeral)iC kinds,

abounding and prevailing of late, among all ranks and sorts of

men there. And how larrientabic is the moral and religious

state of these American colonies ? Of Newengland in partic-

ular ? How much ia that kind of religion that was professed

and much experienced and practised, in the first, and appar-

ently the best times of Newciigland, grovrn and growing out

of credit ? What fierce and violent contentions have been of

late among ministers and people, about things of a religious

nature ? How much is the gospel ministry grown into con-

tempt ? And the work of the ministrvj in many respects, laid

under uncommon difficulties, and even in danger of sinking

amongst us ? How many of our congregations and churches

rending in pieces ? Church discipline weakened, and ordi-

nances less and less regarded ? What wild and extravagant

notions, gross delusions of the devil, and strange fjraclices

have prevailed, and do still prevail, in many places, under tv

pretext of extraordinary purity, spirituaUty, liberty and r.eal

against ibrmality, usurpation, and conformity to the world ?

How strong and deeply rooted and general arc the prejudices

that prevail against vital religion and the power of godliness,

and almost every thing that appertains to it, or tends to it ?

How apparently are the hearts of people, every where, uncom-
monly shut up against all means and endeavors to awaken sin-

ners and revive religion ? Vice and immorality, of all kinds,

Vi'ilhal increasing and unusually prevailing ? May not an at-
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tcntive view and consideration of such a state of tiling vvci'

influence the people that favor the dust of Zion, to carnestncsr

in their cries to tiod for a genei*al outpouring; of his Spirit,

which only can be an effectual remedy for these evils ?

Besides the tilings that have been mentioned, the fresh at-

tempts made by the antichristian powers against the Protest-

ant interest, in their late endeavors to restore a Popish gov-

ernment in Greatbritain, the chref bulwark of the Protestant

cause ; as also the persecution lately revived against the

Protestants in France, may well give occasion to the people of

God, to renewed and extaordinary earnestness in their prayers

to him, for the fulfilment of the promised downfall of Anti-

christ, and that liberty and glory of his church that shall fol-

low.

As there is much in the present state of things to shew us

6ur great need of his mercy, and to cause us to desire it ; so

there is very much to convince us that God alone can bestow

it, and shew us our entire and absolute dependance on him for

it. The insufficiency of human abilities to bring to pass any

such happy change in the world as is foretold, or to afford any

remedy to mankind, from such miseries as have been men-

tioned, does now remarkably appear. Those obsei \-ations of

the apostle, 1 Cor. i. " The world by wisdom knows not God,

and God makes foolish the wisdom of this world," never were

•verified to such a degree as they are now. Great discoveries

have been made in the arts and sciences, and never was hu-

man learning carried to such a height, as in the present age
;

and yet never did the cause of religion and virtue run so low

in nations professing the true religion. Never vvas an age

wherein so many learned and elaborate treatises have been

written, in proof of the truth and divinity of the Christian re-

ligion ; yet never were there so many infidels; among those

tliat were brought up under the light of the gospel. It is an

age, as is supposed, of great light, freedom of thought, and

discovery of truth in matters of religion, and detection of the

weakness and bigotry of our ancestors, and of the folly and

absurdity of the notions of those tliat v\'ere accounted eminent

divines in former generations j which notions, it is imagined^
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did destroy the very foundations of virtue and religioti, and

enervate all precepts of morality, and in effect annul all dif-

ference between virtiae and vice ; and yet vice and wicked-

ness did never so prevail, like an overflowing deluge. It is

an age wherein those mean and stingy principles (as they are

called) of our forefathers, which (as is supposed) deformed

religion, and led to unworthy thoughts of God, are very much
discarded, and grown out of credit, and supposed more free,

noble and generous thoughts of the nature of religion, and of

the Christian scheme, are entertained ; but yet never was an

ftge, wherein religion in general was so much despised and

trampled on, and Jesus Christ and God Almighty so blas-

phemed and treated with open, daring contempt.

The exceeding weakness of mankind, and their insufficiency

in themselves for the bringing to pass any thing greut and

good in the Avorld, with regard to its moral and spiritual state,

remarkably appears in many things that have attended and

followed the extraordinary religious commotion, that has late-

ly been in many parts of Greatbritain and America. The
infirmity of the human nature has been manifested, in a very

affecting manner in the various passions that men have been

the subjects of, and innumerable ways that they have been

moved, as a reed shaken with the wind, on occasion of the

changes and incidents, both public and private, of such a state

of things. Hew many errors and extremes are we liixble to ?

How quickly overtopped, blinded, misled, and confounded ?

And how easily does Satan make fools of men, if confident in

their own wisdom and strength, and left to themselves ? Ma-
ny, in the late wonderful season, were ready to admire and

trust in men, as if all depended on such and such instruments,

at least did ascribe too much to their skill and zeal, because

God was pleased to improve them a little v/hile to do extraor-

dinary things : But what great things do the skill and zeal of

instruments do now, when the Spirit of God is withdrawn ?

As the present state of things may well excite earnest de-

sires after the promised general revival and advancement of

true religion, and serve to shew our dependence on God for

it, so there are many things in Providence, of late, that tend

Vol. III. . 3 D
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to encourage us in prayer for such a mercy. That infidelity,

heresy and vice do so prevail, and that corruption and a\ icked-

ness arc risen to such an extreme height, is that which is ex-

ceeding deplorable ; but yet, I think, considering God's

promises to his church, and the ordinary method of his dis-

pensations, hope may justly be gathered from it, that the

present state of things will not last long, but that a happy

change is nigh. We know that God never will desert the

cause of truth and holiness, nor suffer the gates of hell to pre-

vail against his church ; and that it has usually been so from

the beginning of the world, that the state of the church has

appeared most dark, just before some remarkable deliverance

and advancement : 3Iany a time ?>my Israel say, had not the

.Lord been on our side, then our enemies would have swallowed

lis uji quick.... The waters had overwhebned us. The church's

extremity has often been God's opportunity for the magnify-

ing his power, mercy and faithfulness towards her. The in-

terest of vital piety has long been in general decaying, and

error and wickedness prevailing j It looks as though the dis-

ease werc now come to a crisis, and that things cannot re-

main long in such a state, but that a change may be expected

in one respect or other. And not only God's manner of deal-

ing with his church in former ages, and many things in the

promises and prophecies of his word, but also several things

appertaining to present and late aspects of divine Providence,

seem to give reason to hope that the change will be such, as

to magnify God*s free grace and sovereign mercy, and not his

revenging justice and wrath. There are certain times,- that

are days of vengeance, appointed for the more special displays

of God's justice and indignation ; and God has also his days

of mtrcy? accepted times, chosen seasons, wherein it is his

pleasure to shew mercy, and nothing shall hinder it ; they

are times appointed for the magnifying of the Redeemer

and his merits, and the triumphs of liis grace, wherein his

grace shall triumph over men's unworthiness in -its greatest

height. And if we consider God^s late dealings Avith our na-

tion and this land, it appears to me that there is much to make

us think that this day is such a day : Particularly God's pre-
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•serving ami delivering the nation, when in so great danger of

ruin by the late rebellion ; and his preserving Newengland,

and the other British colonies in America, in so remarkable a

manner, from the great armament from France, prepared and

sent against us the last year ; and the almost miraculous suc-

cess given to us against our enemies at Cape Breton the year

before, disappointing their renewed preparations and fresh at-

tempt against these colonies, this present year, 1747, by de-

livering up the strength of their fleet into the hands of the

English, as they were in their way hither. And also in protect-

ing us from time to time from armies by land that have come

against us from Canada, sipce the beginning of the present

war with France. Besides many strange instances of protec-

tion of particular forts and settlements, shewing a manifest in-

terposition of the hand of heaven, to the observation of some

of our enemies, and even of the savages. And added to these,

the late unexpected restoring of the greater part of our many-

captives in Canada, by those that held them prisoners there.

It appeal's to me that God has gone much out of his usual

way, in his exercises of mercy, patience and long suiTering in

these instances. God's patience was very wonderful of old,

towards the ten tribes, and the people of Judah and Jerusa-

lem, and afterwards to the Jews in Christ's and the apostle's

times ; but it seems to me, all things considered, not equal to

his patience and mercy to us. God does not only forbear to

destroy us, nptwithstanding all our provocations and their ag-

gravations, which it would be endless to recount ; but he has

in the forementioned instances, wrought great things for us,

wherein his hand has been most visible, and his arm made
bare ; especially those two instances in America, God's suc-

ceeding us against Cape Breton, and confounding the arma-

da from France the last year ; dispensations of Providence,

which, if considered in all their circumstances, were so won-
derful, and apparently manife^iting an extraordinary divine in-

terposition, that they come perhaps, the nearest to a parallel

with God's wonderful works of old, in Moses', Joshua's, and

Hezekiah's time, of any that have been in these latter ages of

4he world. And it is to my present purpose to observcj that
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God was pleased to ilo threat things for us iii botli these n.

stances, in answer to cxliaordinaiy prayer. Such remarka-

ble appearances of a spirit of p'ayer, on any particular public

occasion, have not been in the land, at any time within my ol>-

servation and memory, as on occasion of the affair of Cape

Breton. And it is ivorihy to be noicd and remembered, that

God Sent that great storm on the fleet of our enemies the last

year, that fm-iUy dispersed, and utterly confounded them, and

caused them wholly to give over their designs against us, the

very night after our day of public fasting and prayer, for our

proujciion and their confusion.

Thus, ulth.ough it be a day of great apostacy and provoca-

tion, yet it is apparently a day of the wonderful works of

God ; v.ondcrs of power and mercy ; which may well lead

lis to think on those two places of scripluic, Psal. cxix. 126.

"It is time for thee, Lord, to work, for they have made void

thy k;w." Aral Psal. Ixxv. 1. « That thy name is near, thy

AV'oucif.'ous works declare." God appears as it were loth to

• destroy us, ordeal with us according to our iniquities, as great

and aggravated as they are ; and shews that mercy pleases

him. As corrupt a time as it is, it is plain by experience,

that it is a time wherein God may be found, and stands ready

to shev.' mercy in answer to prayer. He that has done such

great things, and has so wonderfully and speedily answered

prayer for temporal mercies, will much more give the Holy

Spirit if we ask him. He marvellously preserves us, and

%vaits to be gracious to us, as though he chose to make us

ii^onuments of his grace, and not his vengeance, and waits on-

ly to have us open our mouths wide, that lie mi»y fill them.

The late I'emai'kable religious awakenings, that have been

in many parts of the christian world, are another thing that

rnay justly encourage us in prayer for the promised glorious

and universal outpouring of the Spirit of Cod. " In or about

the year 1732 or 1733, God was pleased to pour out his

Spirit on the people of Saitzburg in Germany, who were liv-

ing under Popish darkness, in a mv)st uncommon manner ; so

that above twenty thousand of them, merely by reading the

iJible^ which they made a shift ;o get in their ewn language,
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wei'e determined to throw off Popery, and embrace the re-

formed religion ; yea, and to become so very zealous for the

truth and gospel of Jesus Christ, as to be vvilling to suffer the

loss of all things in the world, and actually to forsake their

houses, lands, goods and relalions, that they might enjoy the

pure preaching of the gospel ; with great earnestness, and

tears in their eyes, beseeching Protestant ministers to preach

to them, in places where they (when banished from their own

country) came, in different places." In the years 1734 and

1735, there appeared a very great and general awakening, in

the county of Hampshire, in the province of the Massachusetts

Bay in Newengland, and also in many parts of Connecticut.

Since this, there has been a far more extensive awakening of

many thousands in England, Wales and Scotland, and almost

all the British provinces in North America. There has also

been something remarkable of the same kind, in some places

in the United Netherlands : And about two years ago, a very

great awakening and reformation of many of the Indians, in

the Jerseys, and Pennsylvania, even among such cts never em-
braced Christianity before : And within these two years, a

great awakening in Virginia and Maryland. Notwithstand-

ing the great diversity of opinions about the issue of some of

these awakenings, yet I know of none that have denied that

there have been great awakenings of late, in these times and

places, and that multitudes have been brought to more than

common concern for their salvation, and for a time were made

more than ordinarily afraid of sin, and brought to reform their

former vicious courses, and take much pt<ins for their salva-

tion. If I should be of the opinion of those thai think^ these

awakenings and strivings of God's Spirit liavc been generally

not well improved, and so, as to most, have not issued well,

but have ended in enthusiasm and delusion, yet, that the

Spirit of God has been of late so wonderfully awakening and

striving with such multitudes, in so many different parts of

the world, and even to this day, in one place or other, contin-

ues to awaken men, is what I should take great encourage-

ment from, that God was about to do somethinp; more glori-

pus, and would, before he finishes, bring things to a greater
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ripeness, and not finally suffer this work of his to be frustrat-

ed and rendered abortive by Satan's crafty management ; and

that these unusual commotions are the forerunners of some-

tliin!>; exceeding glorious approaching ; as the wind, earth-

cjuake and fire, at Mount Sinai, were forerunners of that voice,

•wherein God was, in a n\ore eminent manner ; although they

also were caused by a divine power, as it is represented that

these things were caused by the Lord passing by, 1 Kings xix.

11, 12.

8. How condecent, how beautiful, and of good tendency

^vould it be, for multitudes of Christians, in various parts of

the world, by explicit agreement, to unite in such prayer as is

proposed to us.

Union is one of the most amiable things, that pertains to

human society
;
yea, it is one of the most beautiful and happy

things on earth, which indeed makes earth most like heaven.

God has made of one blood all nations of men, to dwell on aU

the f?ce of the earth ; hereby teaching us this moral lesson,

that it becomes mankind all to be united as one family. And
this is agreeable to the nature that God has given men, dis-

posing them to society ; and the circumstances God has

placed them in, so many ways obliging and necessitating them

to it. A civil union, or an harmonious agreement among

men in the management of their secular concerns, is amia-

ble ; but much more a pious union and sweet agreement in

the great business for which man was created, and had pow-

ers given him beyond the brutes ; even the business of relig-

ion ; the life and soul of which is love. Union is spoken of

in scripture as the peculiar beauty of the church of Christ,

Cant. vi. 9. " My dove, my undefiled is but one, she is the

only one of her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare

her ; the daughters saw her and blessed her, yea, the queens

and the concubines, and they praised her." Psal. cxxii. 3.

" Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together."

Eph. iv. 3 6. » Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit

in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit ;

even as ye are cdlcd in one hope of your calling ; one Lord,
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one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above

all, and through all, and in you all." Ver, 16. "The whole

body fitly framed together and compacted, by that which eve-

ry joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the

measure of every part, maketh increase of the body, unto the

edifying itself in love."

As it is the glory of the church of Christ, that she in all her

members, however dispersed, is thus one holy society, one

city, one family, one body ; so it is very desirable, that this U"

nion should be manifested, and become visible ; and so, that

her distant members should act as one, in those things that

concern the common interest of the whole body, and in tliose

duties and exercises wherein they have to do with their com-

mon Lord and head, as seeking of him the common prosperi-

ty. It becomes all the members of a particular family, who

are so strictly united, and have in so many respects one com-

mon interest, to unite in prayer to God for the things they

Heed : It becomes a nation, in days of prayer, appointed

by national authority, at certain seasons, visibly to unite in

prayer for those public mercies that concern the interest of

the whole nation : So it becomes the church of Christ, which

is one holy nation, a peculiar people, one heavenly family,

more strictly united, in many respects, and having infinitely

greater interests that are common to the whole, than any oth-

er society ; I say, it especially becomes this society, visibly^

to unite, and expressly to agree together in prayer to God for

the common prosperity ; and above all, that common prosper-

ity and advancement that is so unspeakably great and glori-

ous, which God hath so abundantly promised to fulfil in the

latter days.

It is becoming of Christians, with whose character a narrow

selfish spirit, above all others, disagrees, to be much in'

prayer for that public mercy, wherein consists the welfare

and happiness of the whole body of Christ, of which they are

members, and the greatest good of mankind. And union or

agreement in prayer is especially becoming, when Christians

pray for that mercy, which above all other things concerns
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tliem unitedly, and tends to the relief, prosperity and glory o^

the whole body, as well as of each individual member.

Such an union in prayer for the general outpouring of the

Spirit of God, would not only be beautiful, but profitable too.

It would tend very much to promote union and charity be-

tween distant members of the church of Christ, and a public

spirit, and love to the church of God, and concern for the in-

terest of Zion ; as well as be an amiable exercise and mani-

festation of such a spirit. Union in religious duties, espe-

cially in the duty of prayer, in praying one wnh and for anoth-

er, and jointly for their common welfare, above almost all oth-

er things, tends to promote mutual affectton and endearment.

And if ministers and people should by particular agreement

and joint resolution, set themselves, in a solemn and extraor-

dinary manner, from time to time, to pray for the revival of

religion in the world, it would naturally tend more to awaken

in them a concern about ihings of this nature, and more of a

desire after such a mercy ; it would engage them to more

attention to sucli an affair, make them more inquisitive about

it, moie ready to use endeavors to promote that w hich they,

with so many others, spend so much time in praying for, and

more ready to rejoice and praise God when they sec or hear

of any thing of that nature or tendency : And in a particular

manner, would it naturally tend to engage ministers (the bu-

siness of whose lives it is, to seek the welfare of the church

of Christ, and the advancement of his kingdom) to greater

diligence and earnestness in their work : And it would have

a tendency to the spiritual profit and advantage of each par-

ticular person. For persons to be thus engaged in extraordina-

rily praying for the reviving and flourishing of religion in the

world, will naturally lead each one to reflect on liimself, and

consider how religion flourishes in his own heart, and hoAV

far his example contributes to the thing that he is prayingj.

for.

9. There is great and particnlar encouragement given in

the word of God, to express union and agreement in prayer.

Daniel, when he had a great thing to request of God, viz.
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That God by his Holy Spirit would miraculously reveal to

him a si;reat secret, which none of the wise men, astrologers,

magicians or soothsayers of Babylon could fmd out, he goes

to Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, his companions, and they

agree together, that 'they will unitedly desire mercies of the

God of heaven, concerning this secret ; and their joint re-

quest was soon granted ; and God put great honor upon

them, above all the wise men of Babylon, to the filling their

mouths with praise, and to the adn^iralion and astonishment

of Nebuchadnezzai' ; insomuch that that great and haughty

monarch, as we are told, fell upon his face and worshipped

Daniel, and owned that liu) God nvas of a truths a God cf Gods,

and greatly promoted Daniel and his praying companions in

the province of Babylon. Esther, w'hen shi had a yet more
important request to make, for the saving of the church of

God, and whole nation of the Jews," dispersed through the em-
pire of Persia, when on llie brink of ruin, sends to all the Jews
in the city Shushan to pray and fost with her and her maid-

ens ; and their united prayers prevail ; so that the event was

wonderful : Instead of the intended destrustion of the Jev.'S,

the Jews enemies are destroyed every where, and they are

defended, honored and promoted, and their sorrow and dis-

tress is turned into great gladness, feasting, triumph and

mutual joyful congratulations.

The encouragement to explicit agreement in prayer is

greiat from such instances as these ; but it is yet greater from
those wonderful v/crds of our blessed Redeemer, Mat. xviii.

19. "I say unto you, that if any two of you shall agree oh
earth, touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done

for them of my Father which is in heaven." Christ is pleas-

ed to give this great encouraji;ement to the union of his fol-

lowers in this excellent and holy exercise of seeking and
serving God ; an holy union and communion of his people

being that which he greatly desires and delights in, that

which he came into the world to bring to pass, that which he
especially prayed for with his dying breath, John xvii. that

which he died for, and which was one chief end of the whole

affair of our redemption by him ; Eph. i. " In whom v/e

Vol. hi. 3 E
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have redemption throuf2;h his blood, the forgiveness of sins,-

according to the riches of his grace, wherein he hath abound-

ed towards us in all wisdom and prudence ; having; made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good

pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself: That in the

dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather together

in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and

which are on earth, even in him."

PART III.

Objections A?iswcrcd.

1 COME now, as was proposed, in the third place, to ati-

3wer objections, that some may be ready to make against the

thing that has been proposed to us.

Object. I. Some may be ready to say : That for Christ-

ians, in such a manner to set apart certain seasons, every

week, and every quarter, to be religiously observed and kept

for the purposes proposed, from year to year, would be in ef-

fect to establish certain periodical times of human invention

and appointment, to be kept holy to God ; and so to do the

very thing, that has ever been objected against, by a very

great part of the most eminent Christians and Divines among
Protestants, as Avhat men have no right to do ; it being for'

them to add to God's institutions, and introduce their own in-

ventions and establishments into the stated worship ofGod, and

lay unAvarrantable bonds on men's consciences, and do what

naturally tends to superstition.

Answ ER. To this I would say : There can be no justice

in such an objection against this proposal, as made to us in

the forementioned memorial. And indeed that caution and

prudence appears in the projection itself, and in the mannef

in which it is proposed to us, that there is not so much as any

color for the objection. The proposal is such, and so well

guarded, that there seems to be no room for the weakest
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Christian that well observes it, so to mistake it, as to under-

stand those things to be implied in it, that have indeed

been objected against, by many eminent Christians and Di-

vines among Protestants, as entangling men's consciences,

and adding to divine institutions, &c. Here is no pretence of

establishing any tiling by authority ; no appearance of any

claim of power in the proposers, or right to any regard to be

paid to their determinations or proposals, by virtue of any de-

ference due to them,i;3 any respect, any more than to every

individual person ofthose that they apply themselves to. So far

from that, that they expressly mention that v/hich they have

thought of, as what they Avould propose to the thoughts of

others, for their amendments and improvements, declaring

that they chose rather to receive and spread the directions

and proposals of others, than to be the first authors of any. No
times, not sanctified by God^s own institution, are proposed to

be observed more than others, under any notion of such times

being, in any respect, more holy, or more honorable, or worthy

oi'" any preference, or distinguishing regard ; either as being

sanctified, or made honorable, by authority, or by any great

events of divine Providence, or any relation to any holy per-

sons or things ; but only as circumstantially convenient, help-

ful to memory, especially free from worldly business, near to

the times of the administration of public ordinances, &c.

None attempts to lay any bonds on others, with respect to

this matter ; or to desire that they should lay any bonds on
themselves ; cr look on themselves as under any obligations

cither by power or promise ; or so much as come into any

a!)soIute determination in their own minds, to set apart any
stated days from secular affairs ; or even to fix on any part

of such days, v/ithout liberty to other circumstances, as shall

be found expedient ; and also liberty left to a future altera-

tion ofjudgment, as to expediency, on further trial and con-

sideration. All that is proposed is, that such as fall in

with what is proposed in their judgments and inclinations,

while they do so, should strengthen, assist and encourage

their brethren that are of the same mind, by visibly consent-

jn^ and joining v/ith them in the affair. Is here any thin^
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like making laws in matters of conscience and vclip;ion, or

addins^ men's institutions to God's ; or any shew of imposi-

tion, or superstitious esteeming and preferring one day above

another, or any possible ground of entanglement of any one's

conscience ?

For men to go about by law lo establish and limit circum-

stances of worship, n^t established or limited by any law of

God. such as precise time, place and order, may be in many
respects of dangerous tendency. But surely it cannot be un-

lawful or improper,for Christians to come into some agree-

ment, with regard lo these circumstances : For it is impossi-

ble to carry on any. social worship without it. There is no

institution of scripture requiring any people to meet together

to worship God in such a spot of ground, or at such an hour

of the day ; but yet these must be determined by a^^reement

;

or else there will be no social worship, in any place, or any

hour. So wc are not determined by institution, what the pre-

cise order of the different parts of worship shall be ; what

shall precede^ and what shall follow ; whether praying or

singing shall be first, and what shall be next, and what shall

conclude : But yet some order must be agreed on, by the

congregation that imite in worship ; otherwise they cannot

jointly carry on divine worship, in any way or method at all.

If a congregation of Christians do agree to begin their public

"worship with prayer, and next to sing, and then to attend on

the preaching of the word, and to conclude with prayer ; and

cio by consent carry on their worship in this order from year

to year ; though this order is not appointed in scripture ;

non'e will call this superstition. And if a great number of

congregations, through a whole land, or more lands than one,

do by common consent, keep the same method of public wor-

ship ; none will pretend to find fault with it. But yet for any

to go about to bind all to such a method, would be usurpation

and imposition. And if such a precise order should be re-

garded as sacred, as though no other could be acceptable to

God, this would be superstition. If a particular number of

Christians shall agree, that besides the stated public worship

of the s;\b.bath,lhev will, when their circumstances allow,



UNION IN PRAYER. 421

meet together, to carry on some religious exercises, on a

sabbath day night, for their mutual edification ; or if several

societies agree to meet together in different places at that

time ; this is no superstition ; though there be no institution

for it. If people in diflerent congregations, voluntarily agree

to take turns to meet together in the house of God, to wor-

ship him and hear a public lecture, once a month, or once in

six weeks ; it is not unlawful ; though there be no institu-

tion for it : But yet to do this as a thing sacred, indispensable,

and binding on men's consciences, would be superstition. If

Christians of several neighboring congregations, instead of a

lecture, agree on some special occasion to keep a circular fast,

each congregation taking its turn in a certain time and order,

fixed on by consent ; or if instead of keeping fast by turns,

on different days, one on one week, and one on another, they

should all agree to keep a fast on the same day, and to do

this either once or frequently, according as they shall judge

their own circumstances, or the dispensations of divine Provi-

dence, or the importance of the mercy they seek, do require ;

neither is there any more superstition in this than the other.

Object. II. Some may be ready to say, There seems to

be something whimsical in its being insisted on that God's

people in different places should put up their prayers for this

mercy at the same time ; as though their prayers would be

more forcible on that account ; and as if God v^^ould not be so

likely to hear prayers offered up by many, though they hap-

pened not to pray at the same time, as he would if he heard

them all at the same moment.

Ans. To this I would say, if such an objection be made,

it must be through misunderstanding. It is not signified or

implied in any thing said in the proposal, or in any arguments

made use of to enforce it that I have seen, that the prayers of

a great number in different places will be more forcible, mere-

ly because of that circumstance of their being put up at the

same time. It is indeed supposed, that it will be very expe-

dient, that certahi times for united prayer should be agreed

on : Which it may be, without supposing the thing supposed

in the objection, on the following accounts.
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1. This seems to be a proper expedient for the promoting;

and m:unlainiiig an union aniongCiiristians of distant places, in

extraordinary firayer for such a mercj'. It appears, from what

was before observed, that there ouglit to be extraordinary

prayers mnon J- Christians frjr tiiis mercy ; and thut it is fit,

that God's people should agree and unite in it. Though
there be no reason to suppose that prayers will be more prev-

alent, merely from that circumstance, that different persons

pray e>;actly at the .vcme time ; yet there will be more reason

vo hope that prayers for such mercy will be prevalent, when
God's people are very much in prayer for it, and when many
«jf then) are united in it. And therefore if agreeing on cer-

tain times for united and extraordinary prayer, be a likely

means to promote an union of many in extraordinary prayer,

then there is more reason to hope, that there will be prevalent

prayer for such a mercy, for certain times for extraordinary

prayer being agreed on. But that agreeing on certain times

for united, extraordinary prayer, is a likely and proper means

to promote and maintain such prayer, I think will be easily

evident to any one that considers the matter. If there should

be only a loose agreement or consent to it as a duty, or a thing-

fit and proper, that Christians should be much in prayer for

the revival of religion, and much more in it than they used to

be, V)ithout agreeing on particular times, hov." liable would

such a las agreement be to be soon forgotten, and that extra-

f>rdinary praycrfulness, which is fixed lo no certain limes, to

be totally neglected ? To be sure, distant parts of the church

of Christ could have no confidence in one another, that this

would not be the case. If these ministers in Scotland, instead

of the proposal they have made, or any other ministers or

Christians in any part of the Christian world, had sent abroad

only a general proposal, that God's people should, for time to

<;ome, be much more in prayer for the advancement of

Christ's kingdom, than had been common among Christians

heretofore ; and they should hear their proposal Avas general-

ly allowed to be good ; and that ministers and people, in one

place and another, that had occasion to speak their minds up-

c: it. owued that it was a very proper thing, that Christian*
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should pray more for this rnercy than they generally used to

do ; could they from this only, have in any measure the like

grounds of dependence, that God's people in various parts of

the Christian world, would indeed henceforward act unitedly,

in maintaining extraordinary prayer for this meicy, as if they

should not only hear that the duty in general was approved of,

but also that particular times were actually fixed on for the

purpose, and an agreement and joint resolution was come in-

to, that they would, imless extraordinarily hindered, set aparfe

such particular seasons to be spent in this duty, from time to

time, maintaining this practice for a certain number of years ?

2. For God's people in distant places to agree on certain

times for extraordinary prayer, wherein they will unitedly

put up their requests to God, is a means fit and proper to be

used, in order to the visibility of their union in such prayer.

Union among God's people in prayer is truly beautiful, as has

been before observed and shev/n ; it is beautiful in the eyes of

Christ, and it is justly beautiful and amiable in the eyes of

Christians. And if so, then it must needs be desirable to

Christians that such union should be visible. If it would be

a lovely sight in the eyes of the church of Christ, and .muck

to their comfort, to behold various and different parts of the

church united in extraordinary prayer for the general outpour-

ing of the Spirit, then it must be desirable to them that sucli

an union should be visible, that they may behold it ; for if

it be not visible, it cannot be beheld; But agreement and union

in a multitude in their worship becomes visible, by an agree-

ment in some external visible circumstances. Worsiiip it-

Self becomes visible worship, by something external and visi-

ble belonging to the worship, and no other way : Therefore

Union and agreement of many in worship becomes visible

no other way, but by union and agreement in the exter-''

nal and visible acis and circumstances of the worship. Sucli

union and agreement becomes visible, particularly by au

agreement in those two visible circumstances, time anci

place. When a number of Christians live near together,

and their number and situation is convenient, and they have a

«Icsire visibly to unite in any acts of worship, they are wont \»
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make their union and agreement visible by an union in botir

these circumstances. But when a much greater number of

Christians, dwelling in distant places, so that they cannot unite

by worshipping in the same place, and yet desire a visible

union in some extraordinary worship ; they are wont to make
their union and agreement visible, by agreeing only in the

former of those circumstances, viz. that of time : As is com-

mon in the appointment of public* fasts and thanksgivings;

the same day is appointed, for the performance of that extra-

ordinary worship, by all those Christians, in different places,

that it is intended should be united therein, as a visible note

of their union. This the common light and sense of God's

people leads Christians to, in all countries. And the wisdom

of God seems to dictate the same thing, in appointing that his

people, through the world, in all ages, in their stated and or-

dinary public worship, every week, should manifest this union

and communion one with another, in their worship, as one

holy society, and great congregation of worshippers, and ser-

vants of God ; by offering up their worship on the same day ;

for the greater glory of their common Lord, and the greater

edification and comfort of the whole body.

If any yet find fault Avith the proposal of certain times to be

agreed on by God's people in different places, in the manner

set forth in the memorial, I would ask whether they object

against any such thing, as a visible agreement of God's peo-

ple, in different parts of the v/orld, in extraordinary prayer,

for the coming of Christ's kingdom ? Whether such a tiling

being visible would not be much for the public honor of God's

name ? And whether it would not tend to Christians' assist-

ance, quickening and encouragement in the duty united in,

by mutual example, and also to their mutual comfort, by a

manifestation of that union which is amiable to Christ and

Christians, and to promote a Christian union among profess-

ing Christians in general ? And whether we have not rea-

son to think, from the word of God, that before that great re-

vival of religion foretold, is accomplished, there will be a visi-

ble union of the people of God, in various parts of the world,

in extraordinary prayer, for this mercy ? If these things are
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allowed, I would then ask further, whether any method can

be thought of or devised, whereby an express agreement, and

visible union of God's people, in different parts of the worldj

can be come into, and maintained, but this, or some other

equivalent to it ? If there be any express agreement about

any extraordinary prayer at all, it must first be proposed by

some, and others must fall in, in the manner as is represented

in my text. And if extraordinary prayer be agreed on and main-f

tained by many in different places, visibly one with another,

then it must be agreed in some respect, and with regard to some
circumstances, what extraordinary prayer shall be kept up ;

and it must be seen and heard of, from one to another, what

extraordinary prayer is kept up. But how shall this be,

when no times are agreed upon, and it is never known nor

heard, by those in different parts, nor is in any respect visi-

ble to them, when or how often, those in one town or country,

and another, do attend this extraordinary prayer ? And the

consequence must necessarily be, that it can never be known
how far, or in what respect others join with them in extraor-

dinary prayer, or whether they do it at all ; and not so much
as one circumstance of extraordinary prayer will be visible

;.

and indeed nothing will be visible about it. So that I think

that any body that well considers the matter, will see that he

that determines to oppose such a method as is proposed to us
in the memorial, and all others equivalent to it, is in effect

determined to oppose there ever being any such thing at all,

as an agreed and visibly united, extraordinary prayer, in the

church of God, for a general outpouring of the Spirit.

3. Though it would not be reasonable to suppose, that

merely such a circumstance of prayer, as many people's

praying at the same time will directly have any influence or

prevalence with God, to cause him to be the more ready to

hear prayer
; yet such a circumstance may reasonably be

supposed to have influence on the minds of men ; as the con-

sideration of it may tend to encourage and assist those in

praying, that are united in prayer. Will any deny, that it

has any reasonable tendency to encourage, animate, or in any
respect to help the mind of a Christian in serving God in ai\y

Vol. III. 3F
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duty of religion, to join with a Christian congregation, and tc*

see an assembly of his dear brethren around him, at the same
time engaged with him in the same duty ? And supposing

one in this assembly of saints is blind, and sees no one there i

but has by other means ground of satisfaction that there is

present at that time a multitude of God's people, that arc

united with him in the same service ; will any deny, that his

supposing this and being satisfied of it, can have any reasona-

ble influence upon his mind, to excite and encourage him,

or in any respect to assist him, in his worship ? The encour-

agement or help that one that joins with an assembly in

worshipping God, has in his worship, by others being united

with him, is not merely by any thing that he immediately

perceives by sight, or any other of the external senses (for

union in worship is not a thing objected to the external sens-

es) but by the notice or knowledge the mind has of that

union, or the satisfaction the understanding has that others, at

that time, have their minds engaged with him in the samd

service: Which may be, when those unitedly engaged, are at

a distance one from another, as well as when they are present.

Ifone be present in a worshipping assembly, and is not blind,

and sees others present, and sees their external behavior ;

their union and engagedness with him in worship, is what he

does not see : And what he sees encourages and assists him

in his worship, only as he takes it as an evidence of that union

and concurrence in his worship, that is out of his sight. And
persons may have evidence of this, concerning persons that are

absent, that may give him as much satisfaction of their union

with him, as if they were present. And therefore the consid-

eration of others being at the same time engaged with him in

worship, that are absent, may as reasonably animate and en-

courage him in his worship, as if they were present.

There is no wisdom in finding fault with human nature, as

God has made it. Things that exist now, at this present

time, are in themselves no more weighty or important, than

like things, and of equal reality, that existed in lime past, or

are to exist in time to come : Yet it is evident that the con-

sideration of things being present (at least in most cases) does
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43pecially affect human nature. As for instance, if a maa

could be certainly informed, that his dear child at a distance,

was now under some extreme suffering ; or that an absent

most dear friend, was at this time thinking of him, and in th»

exercise of great affection towards him, or in the performance

of some great deed of friendship ; or if a pious parent should

know that now his child was in the act of sonae enormous

wickedness ; or that, on the contrary, he was now in $om«

eminent exercise of grace, and in the performance of an ex-

ti-aordinary deed of virtue and piety ; would not ihose things

be more affecting lo the human nature, for being considered

as things that are in existence, at the present time, than if

considered as at some distance of time, either past or future ?

Hundreds of other instances might be mentioned, wherein it

is no less plain, that the consideration of the present existence

of things, gives them advantage to affect the minds of men.

Yea, it is undoubtedly so with things in general, that take any

hold at all of our affections, and towards which we are not in-

different. And if the mind of a particular child of God is

disposed to be affected by the consideration of the religion of

other saints, and with their union and concurrence with him

in any particular di?ty, or act of religion, I can see no reason

why the human mind should not be more moved by the ob-

ject of its affection, when considered as present, as well in

this case, as in any other case : Yea, I think we m^y on good

grounds determine there is none.

Nor may we look upon it as an instance of the peculiar

weakness of the human nature, that men are more affected

with things that are considered as present, than those that

are distant : But it seems to be a thing common to finite

minds, and so to all created intelligent beings. Thus, the an-

gels in heaven have peculiar joy, on occasion of the conver-

sion of a sinner, when recent, beyond what they have in that

>yhich has been long past. If any, therefore, shall call it silly

and whimsical in any, to value and regard such a circum-

stance, in things of religion, as their existing at the present

ijime, so as to be the more affected with them for that ; thef
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must call the host of angels in heaven a parcel of silly and

whimsical beings.

I remenriber, the Spectatoi', (whom none "will call a whimr

Gical author) somewhere speaking of different ways of dear

friends niutually expressing their affection, and maintaining

a kind of intercourse, in absence one from another, mentions

such an instance as this, with much approbation, viz. That

two friends, that were greatly endeared one to another, when

about to part, and to be for a considerable time necessarily

absent, that they might have the comfort of the enjoyment of

daily mutual expressions of friendship, in their absence ; a-

greed that they would, every day, precisely at such an hour,

retire from all company and business, to pray one for another.

Which agreement they so valued, and so strictly observed,

that when the hour came, scarce any thing would hinder

them. And rather than miss the opportunity, they would

suddenly break off conversation, and abruptly leave company

they were engaged with. If this be a desirable way ofinterr

course of particular friends, is it not a desirable and amiable

way of maintaining intercourse and fellowship between breth-

ren in Christ Jesus, and the various members of the holy fam-

ily of God, in different parts of the woi'ld, to come into an

agreement, that they will set apart certain times, which they

•will spend with one accord, in extraordinary prayer to their

heavenly father, for the advancement of the kingdom and glo-

ry of their common dear Lord and Saviour, and for each oth-

er's prosperity and happiness, and the graatest good of all

their fellow creatures through the world ?

Objkct. III. Some pei'haps may object, that it looks too

much like Pharisaism, when persons engage in any such ex-

traordinary religious exercises, beyond what is appointed by

express institution, for them thus designedly to make it man-

ifest abroad in the world, and so openly to distinguish them-

selves from others.

Ans. 1. All open engaging in extraordinary exercises

of religion, not expressly enjoined by institution, is not Phar-

isaism, nor has ever been so reputed in the Christian church.

As when a particular church or congregation of Christians
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agree together to keep a day of fasting and prayer, On some

special occasion ; or wlien public days of fasting and thanks-

giving are kept throughout a Christian province or country :

And though it be ordinarily the manner of the civil magis-

trate to lead in the setting apart such days ; yet that alters

not the case : If it be Pharisaism in the society openly to

agree in such extraordinary exercises of religion, it is not less

Pharisaism, for the heads of the society leading in the aftair.

And if that were now the case with the Christian church, that

once was, for about tlu'ee hundred years together, that the

civil magistrate was not of the society of Christians, nor coti-

cerned himself in their aftairs
;
yet this would not render it

the less suitable for Christians, on proper occasions, jointly

and visibly, one to another, to engage in such extraordinary

exercises of religion, and to keep days of fasting and thanks-

giving by agreement.

Ans. 2. As to the latter part of the objection, there can be

no room for it in this case. It cannot be objected against

what is proposed in the memorial, that if persons should com-

ply with it, it v/ould look like affecting singularity, and open

distinction from others of God's professing people, in extra-

ordinary religion, such as v/as in the Pharisees of old : Be-

cause it is evident, the very design of the memorial, is not

to promote singularity and distinction, but as much as possible

to avoid and prevent it. The end of the memorial is not to

confine and limit the thing proposed, that it may be practised

only by a few, in distinction from the generality ; but on the

contrary to extend it, and make it as general among professing

Christians as possible. Some had complied with the extra-

ordinary duty proposed, and therein had been distinguished

•from others, for two years, before the m.emorial was publish-

ed ; and they were more distinguished than they desired
;

and therefore send abroad this memorial, that the practice

might be more spread, and become more general, that they

might be less distinguished. What they evidently seek, is

to bring to pass as general a compliance as possible of Christ-

ians of all denominations, intrcating that the desire of concur-

rence mid assistance) contained in the memorial') may by no ineajit
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.he understood^ us restricting to any fiarticuhir denomination oir

^larttj, or those who are of such or such ojiinions about any for

r

tner instances of remarkable religious concern ; but to be extend'

ed to all^ who shall -vouchsafe any attention to the firofiosal., and

have at heart the interest of vital Christianity, arid the fiower of

godliness ; and who., however differing about other things, arc

convinced of the importance offervent prayer, to promote that

common interest, and of scripture persuasives, to promote suck

prayer.

Object. IV. Another objection, that is very lijiely to arise

in the minds of many against such extraordinary prayer as is

proposed for the speedy coming of Christ's kingdom, is that

•we have no reason to expect it, until there first come a time

of most extreme calamity to the church of God, and preva-

lence of her Antichristian enemies against her ; even thai

which is represented, Rev. xi. by the slaying of the witnesses ;

but have reason to determine the contrary.

An3. It is an opinion that seems pretty much to have ob-

tained, that before the fulfilment of the promises relating to

the church's latter day glory, there must come a most terri-

ble time, a time of extreme suffering, and dreadful persecu-

tion of the church of Christ ; wherein Satan and Antichrist

are to obtain their greatest victory over her, and she is to be

brought lower than ever by her enemies. Which opinion

has chiefly risen from the manner of interpreting and apply-

ing the forementioncd prophecy of the slaying of the witness-

es. This opinion, with such persons as retain it, must needs

be a great restraint and hinderance,with' regard to such an af-

fair as is proposed to us in the memorial. If persons expect

no other, than that the more the glorious times of Christ's

kingdom are hastened, the sooner will come this dreadful

time, wherein the generality of God's people must suffer so

extremely, and the church of Christ be almost extinguished,

and blotted out from under heaven ; how can it be otherwise,

than a great damp to their hope, courage and activity, in pray-

ing for, and reaching after the speedy introduction of those

glorious promised times ? As long as this opinion is retained,

^t will undoubtedly ever have this unhappy influence on th<e
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iftinds of those that wish well to Zion, and favor her stones

and dust. It will tend to damp, deaden and keep down, life,

hope and joyful expectation in prayer ; and even in great

measure, to prevent all earnest, animated and encouraged

prayer, in God's people, for this mercy, at any time before it'

is actually fulfilled. For they that proceed on this hypothesis

in their prayers, must, at the same tim« that they pray for this

glorious day, naturally conclude within themselves, thc\t they

shall never live to see on the earth any dawning of it, but only

to see the dismal time that shall precede it, in which the far

greater part of God's people, that shall live until then, shall

die under the extreme cruelties of their persecutors. And
the more they expect that God will answer their prayers, by

speedily bringing on the promised glorious day, the more

must they withal expect themselves, to have a share in those

dreadful things, that nature shrinks at the thoughts of, and

also expect to see things that a renewed nature shrinks at and

dreads ; even the prevailing of God's enemies, and the almost

total extinguishing the true religion in the world. And on

this hypothesis, these discouragements are like to attend the

prayers of God's people, until that dismal time be actually

come : And when that is come, those that had been prophe-

sying and praying in sackcloth, shall generally be slain : And
after that time is over, then the glorious day shall immediate-

ly commence. So that this notion tends to discourage and

hinder all earnest prayer in the church of God for that glo-

rious coming of Christ's kingdom, until it be actually come ;

and that is to hinder its ever being at all.

It being so, this opinion being of such hurtful tendency,

certainly it is a thousand pities it should prevail and be retain-

ed, if truly there be no good ground for it.

Therefore in answer to this objection, I would, with all

humility and modesty, examine the foundation of that opinion,

of such a dreadful time of victory of Antichrist over the

church, yet to be expected : And particularly shall endeavor

to shew that the slaying of the witnesses, foretold Rev. xi. 7...

10, is not an event that remains yet to be fulfilled. To this

end, I would propose the following things to consideration.
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1 . The time wherein the nvitneasea lie dead in the street.^ of

the great cifiu doubtless signifies the time wherein the true

church cf Christ is lo^vcst of al', most of all prevailed against

by Antichrist, and nearest to an utter extinction ; the time

wherein there is left the least visibility of the church of Christ

yet subsisting in the world, least remains of any thing apper-

taining to true religion, whence a revival of it can be expected,

and wherein all means of it are most abolished, and the state

of the church is in all respects furthest from any thing whence

any hopes of its ever flourishing again might arise. For be-

fore this, the witnesses prophecy in sackcloth ; but now they

are dead : Before this, they were kept low indeed, yet there

was Ufe, and power to bring plagues on their enemies, and so

much of true religion left, as to be a continual eye sore and

torment to them ; but now their enemies rejoice and feast,

and have a general public triumph, as having obtained a full

victory over them, and having entirely extirpated them, and

being completely delivered from them, and all that might give

them any fear of being ever troubled with them any more

This time, v/herever it be fixed, doubtless is the time, not

only, wherein fewest professors of true religion are left in the

world ; but a time wherein the truth shall be farthest out of

sight, and out of reach, and most forgotten ; wherein there are

left fewest beams of li.s;ht or traces of truth, fev/est means of

information, and opportunities of coming to the knowledge of

the truth ; and so a time of the most barbarous ignorance,

most destitute of all history, reliques, monuments and memo-
ry of things appertaining to true religion, or things, the knowl-

edge of which hath any tendency to bring truth again to light

;

and most destitute of learning, study and inquiry.

Now, if we consider the present state of mankind, is it credi«'

ble, that a time will yet come in the world, that in these re-

spects exceeds all times that were before the reformation ?

And that such a time v. ill come before the fall of Antichrist,

unless we set that at a much greater distance, than the fari»

thest that any have yet supposed ? It is next to impossible,

that such a change should be brought about in so short a

lime : It cannot be without a miracle. In order to it, not on-
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ly iKust the Popish nations so prevail, as utterly to extirpate

the Protestant religion through the earth ; but must do -many

other things, far more impossible for them to effect, in order

to cover the world with so gross and confirmed a darkness^

and to bury all light and truth in so deep an oblivion, and so

far out of all means and hopes of a revival. And not only

j-nust av ast change be made in the Protestant world, but the

Popish nations must be strangely metamorphosed ; and they

themselves must be terribly persecuted by some other power,

in order to bring them to such a change : Nor would perse-

cution without extirpation be sufficient for it. If there should

be another universal deluge, it might be sufficient to bring

things in the world to such a pass ;
provided a few ignorant

barbarous persons only were preserved in an ark : And it

would require some catastrophe, not much short of this, to ef-

fect it.

2. In the reformation, that was in the days of Luther, Cal-

vin and others, their contemporaries, the threatened destruc-

tion of Antichrist, that dreadful enemy, that had long oppress-

ed and worn out the saints, was begun ; nor was it a small

beginning, but Antichrist hath fallen, at least, half v/ay to the

ground, from that height of power and grandeur, that he wa3

in before. Then began the vials of God's wrath to he poured

out on the throne of the beast^ to the great shaking of its foun-

dations, ahd diminution of its extent ; so that the Pope lost

near half of his former dominions : And as to degree of au-

thority and influence over what is left, he is not now possess-

ed of what he had before. God now at length, in answer to

the long continued cries of his people, awaked as one out of

sleep, and began to deliver his church from her exceeding

low state, that she had continued in for many ages, under the

great oppression of this grand enemy, and to restore her from

her exile and bondage in the spiritual Babylon and Egypt. ...^

And it is not agreeable to the analogy of God's dispensations,

that after this, God should desert his people, and hide himself

from them, even more than before, and leave them more than

ever in the hands of their enemy, and all this advantage of the

church against Antichrist should be entirely given up anc^

Vol. III. 3 G



434 ITNION IN PRAYER.

lost, and Ihc power and tyranny of Antichrist be more confirm-

ed, and the church brought more under, and more entirely-

subdued than ever before, and further from all help and means
to recover. This is not God's way of dealing with his peo-

ple, or with their enemies : His work of salvation is perfect

:

When he has begun such a work he will carry it on : When
he once causes the day of deliverance to dawn to his people,

after such a long night of dismal darkness, he will not extin-

guish the light, and cause them to return again to midnight

darkness : When he has begun to enkindle the blessed fire,

he will not quench the smoking flax, until he hath brought

forth judgment unto victory. When once the church, after

her long labor and sore travail, has brought forth her man
child, and wrought some deliverance, her enemies shall never

be able to destroy this child, though an infant ; but it shall

ascend up to heaven, and be set on high out of their reach.

The destruction that God often foretold and threatened to-

ancient Babylon (which is often referred to in the Revelation,

as a great type of the Antichristian church) was gradually ac-

complished, and fulfilled by various steps, at a great distance

of time one from another : It was begun in the conquest of

Cyrus, and was further accomplished by Darius, about eigh-

teen years after, by a yet greater destruction, wherein it was

brought much nearer to utter desolation ; but it was about two

hundred and tv.'entythree years after this, before the ruin of

it was perfected, and the prophecies against it fully accom-

plished, in its being made an utter and perpetual desolation^

without any human inhabitant, becoming the dwelling place

for owls, dragons and other doleful creatures. But yet when

God had once begun to destroy her, he went on until he fin-

ished, and never suffered her any more to recover and estab-

lish her former empire. So the restitution of the Jewish

church, after the Babylonish captivity, was gradual, by various

steps ; there were several times of return of the Jews fi-om

captivity, and several distinct decrees of the Persian emperors,

for the restoring and rebuilding Jerusalem, and reestablishing

the Jewish church and state ; and it was done in turbulent

times i there weic great interruptions and checks, and violent
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cpposkions, and times wherein the enemy did much prevail

:

But yet, when God had once begun the work, he also made

an end ; he never suffered the enemies of the Jews to bring

Jerusalem to such a state of desolation as it had been in be-

fore, until the promised restoration was complete. Again,

the deliverance of God's church from the oppression of An-

tiochus Epiphancs, (another known type of Antichrist) was

gradual ; they were first iiolpen with a little help, by the

Maccabees ; and afterwards the promised deliverance was

completed, in the recovery of Jerusalem, the restoration of the

temple, the miserable end of Antiochus, and the consequent

]nore full deliverance of the whole land. But after God once

began to appear for the help of his church in that instance,

after it seemed dead and past all hope, he never suffered An-

tiochus to prevail against his people, to that degree, again ;

though the utmost strength of this great monarch was used,

from time to tim»e, in order to it, and his vast empire was en-

gaged against an handful that opporied them : God never for-

sook the work of his own hand ; when he had begun to deliver

his people, he also made an end. And so Haman, that proud

and inveterate enemy of the Jews, that thought to exlirpate

the whole nation, who also was probably another type of An-
tichrist, when he began to fall before Esther and Mordecai,

never stayed, until his ruin, and the church's deliverance were

complete. Haman's wife speaks of it, as an argument of his

approaching inevitable full destruction, that he had begun to

fall, Esth. vi. 15.

3. If it should be so that Antichristian tyranny and

darkness should hereafter so prevail against the Protestant

church, and the true religion, and every thing appertaining to

it, as to bring things to the pass forementioned, this would

hardly so properly answer the prophecy of slaying the two

witnesses ; for doubtless, one reason why they are called two
witnesses, is that the number of the remaining witnessess for

the truth, though sufficient, was yet very small. Which was

remarkably the case, in the dark times of Popery : But since

the reformation, the number of those appearing on the side of

.true religion, has been far from being so small. The visiblp
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church of Christ has been vastly large, in comparison of what

it was before : The number of Protestants has sometimes

been thouy;ht nearly equal to that of the Papists ; and doubtless

the number of true suhits has been far greater than before.

4. It seems to be signified in prophecy, that after the refor-

mation Antichrist should never prevail against the church of

Christ any more, as he had done before. I cannot but think,

jhat whoever roads and well considers what the learned Mr.

Lownian has written on the five first vials, Rev. xvi. in his late

exposition on the Revelation, must think it to be very mani-

fest, that what is said ver. 10, of the pouring out of the fifth

vial on the throne of the beast, (for so it is in the original) is a

prophecy of the reformation. Then the vial of God's wrath

was poured out on the throne of the beast, i. e. according to

the language of scripture, on his authority and dominion,

greatly to Aveaken and diminish it, both in extent and degree.

But when this is represented in the prophecy, then it is added,

end hrs kingdom wasfull of darkness-) and they gnawed their

tongues for pain. If we consider what is commonly intended

by such like phrases in the scripture, I think we shall be

naturally, and as it were necessarily led to understand those

words thus : Their policy, by which heretofore they have pre-

vailed, shall now fail them ; their authority shall be weakened,

and their dominion greatly diminished, and all their craft and

subtilty shall not avail them to maintain and support the

throne of the beast, or ever again to extend his authority so

far as it had been before extended, and to recover what it lost

;

but all their crafty devices to this end shall be attended with

vexatious, tormenting disappointment ; they that have the

management of the affairs of the beast's kingdom, shall hence-

forward grope as in the dark, and stumble, and be confounded

in their purposes, plots and cnterprizes ; formerly their poli-

cy was greatly successful, was as a light to guide them to

their ends, but now their kingdom shall be full of darkness,

and their wisdom shall fail them in all their devices to subdue,

and again to bring under the church of God.

The scripture takes notice of the great policy and subtilty

isf the powers that support this kingdom, Dan. vii. 8. « An4
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behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man." So
it is said ofAntiochus Epiphanes, that great type of Antichrist,

Dan viii. 23. « A king of fierce countenance, and understand-

ing dark sentences, shall stand up." Verse 25. " And
through his policy also, shall he cause craft to prosper in his

hand." This understanding and policy is the light of this

'Migdom, as true wisdom is the light of the spiritual Jerusa-
lem> 'j^nd therefore when this light fails, then may the king-
dom ot j.is spiritual Egypt be said to be full of darkness. God
henceiorwartu

^^,j}j defend his people from these mystical
Egyptians, as he defended Israel of old from Pharaoh and
hi^ host, when pursu..^ ^fter them, by placing a cloud and
darkness in their way, anj s^ ^ot suffering them to come
nigh. So he will protect Mi> church from the men of that

city that is spiritually called c^^om, as Lot's house, wherein
were the angels, was defended ~„oj^ ^l,^ ^^^ of Sodom, b/
their being smitten with darkness ^^ blindness, so that they
wearied themselves to find the dwv

. ^nd as God defended
the city in which was Elisha the prop^^t ^nd witness of the
Lord, from the Syrians, when they comp«,5jgfj

j^ ^bout Avith

horses and chariots and a great host to ^hiehend him by-

smiting them with blindness. The scripture^^j^j,[-jgg ^ .j^^^.

God is wont in this v/ay to defend his church an people from
their crafty and powerful enemies ; Job. v. 11, L » -j.^

up on high those that be low, that those which moi^ ^^^^ u

exalted to safety : He disappointeth the devices oft^ craftv
so that their hands cannot perform their enterprize : ig *^i..

eth the wise in their own craftiness, and the counsel c the
frowardis carried headlong : They meet with darkness ii»he

day time, and grope in the noon day as in the night ; but,g

saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and frox

the hand of the mighty." Psal. xxxv. 4, 6. " Let them be
confounded and put to shame, that seek after my soul ; Iet\

them be turned back, and brought to confcsion, that devise

my hurt. ...Let their way be dark and slippery."

Such defence of God's Protestant church, and disap-

pointment and confusion of all the subtle devices, deep

iaid schemes, and furious attempts of their Antichrist-
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ian enemies, to bring theVn under, and root them out, and their

seeing them itill niaintaininp; their ground, and subsisting

in an independency on them, in spite of all that they do, makes

them as it were gnash their teeth, and bite their tongues for

mere rage and vexation ; agreeable to Psal. cxii. 9, 10. " His

righteousness endureth forever, his horn shall be exalted -with

honor : The wicked shall see it and be grieved, and gnas''

with his teeth and melt a-.vay : The desire cf the w^^^-d

shall pei'ish.'*

Hitherto this prophecy has been veiy sign^-'^T fulfilled
;

since the reformation, the kingdom of Ant'"'^'^^'- "^'^ hecn re-

markably filled with darkness in this r-^P^ct. Innumerable

have been the crafty devices, and p-^* attempts of the church

of Rome, wherein they have ej^t*^'' t^^^"' utmost pohcy and

power, to recover their lost dr-^inions, and again to subju-

gate the Protestant nations, -''^^ subdue the northern heresy,

ss they call it. They \yo'^
^vcaried themselves in these en-

deavors for more than '«'« hundred years past. But have

liitherto been disapr-^n^ed ; and have often been strangely

confounded. W*^" ^^^'^^ matters seemed to be brought to a

ripeness, and thV triumphed as though their point was gain-

ed their iov ^^ triumph was suddenly turned into vexation

and tormer ^°^^ many have been their politic and power-

ful atteW^"
against the Protestant interest in our nation, in

Tjarticul' ^ -^^^^ ^^°^ wonderfully has God disappointed them

from *^^ *° ^^^^ ' -^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ hitherto so remarkably

j- jgpd his word in defending his Protestant church from An-

lifvist, so I think we have ground to trust in him, that he

^d defend it to the end.

5. The hypothesis ofthose that suppose the slaying of the

witnesses is a thing that yet remains to be fulfilled, makes the

prophecies of the Revelation to be inconsistent one with anoth-

er. According to their hypothesis, that battle Rev. xi. 7,

wiierein the beast makes v/ar with the witnesses, and over-

comes them, and kills them, is the last and greatest conflict

between Anticlirist and the church of Christ, that is to pre-

cede the utter o/orthrow of the Antichristian kingdom. And

they must suppose so ; for they suppose, that immediately
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after tlie sufferings the church shall endure in that war, she

shall arise, and as it were ascend into heaven ; i. e. as they"

interpret it, the church shall be directly advanced to her lat-

ter day rest, prosperity and glory. And consequently, this

conflict must be the same with that great battle between An-

tichrist and the church, that is described chap. xvi. 13, to the

end, and more largely chap. xix. 11, to the end. For that

which is described in these places, is most evidently and in-

disputably the gTeatest and last battle or conflict that shall be

between the church and her Antichristian enemies ; en which

the. vitter dov.'nfall of Antichrist, and the church's advauce-

ment to her latter day glory, shall be immediately consequent.

And so the earthquake that attends the resurrection of the

witnesses chap. xi. 13, must be the same with that gi'cat

earthquake tliit is described, chap. xvi. 18. And the falling

of the tenth part of the city must be the same with that ter-

rible and utter destruction of Antichrist's kingdom, chap, xvi,

17, to the end.

But these things cannot be. The battle chap. xi. 7, cannot

be the same Avith that last and great battle between the church

and Antichrist described, chap. xvi. and xix. For the things

that are said of one and the other, and their issue, are in n»

wise consistent. In that battle, chap. xi. the church of God
conflicts with her enemies in sorrow,sackcloth and blood : ButJ

rn the other the matter is represented exceedingly otherwise ]^

the church goes forth to fight with antichrist, not in sackcloth

and blood, but clothed in white raiment, Christ himself be-

fore them, as their captain, going forth in great pomp and mag-

nificence, upon a white horse, and on his head many crotvns, alicC

on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of KitgSy

mid Lord of Lords ; and the saints that follow so glorious a

Leader to this great battle, follow him on white horses, cloth-

ed in fine liuen, white and clean, in garments of strength, joy,

glory and triumph ; in the same kind of raiment, that the

saints appear in, when they are represented as triumphing,

with Christ, ,with palms in their hands, chap. vii. 9. And the

issue of the latter of these conflicts, is quite the reverse of the

former. In that battle, chap, xi, 7. '* The beast makes wac
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vith the \vitncsses, and overcomes them and kills them.'^

The same is foretold, Dan. vii. 21. « I beheld, and the same

horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them."

And Rev. xii. 7. " And it was given unto him to make war

with the saints, and to overcome them." But in the issue of

That last and great battle, which the church shall have with

her Antichristian enemies, the church shall overcome them,

and kill them ; Rev. xvii. 14. " These shall make war

with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them ;

for he is Lord of Lords, and King of Kings ; and they that

are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful," compared

•with chap. xix. 16, and following verses, and chap. xvi. 16,

17. IiT the conflict that the beast shall have with the witnesses,

the " Beast kills them and their dead bodies lie unburied ;"

as though they were to be meat for the beasts of the earth,

and fowls of heaven : But in that last great battle, it is repre-

sented that Christ and his church shall day their enemies^ and

give t/ieir dead bodies to be meat for thefonvh ofheaven " chap;

xix. 17, to the end. There is no manner of appearance, in

the descriptions that are given of that last great battle, of anj''

advantages gained in it, by the enemies of the church, before

they themselves are overcome ; but all appearance of the

contrary. Be sure the descriptions in the 16th' and 19th

chapters of the Revelation will by no means allow of such an

advantage, as the overcoming of God's people, and slaying

them, and their lying dead for some time, and unburied, that

iheiv dead bodies may be for their enemies to abuse, and tram-

jlc on, and make sport with. In chap. xvi. we read of

tl.eir being gathered together against the church, a mighty

hoit, into the place called Armageddon ; and then the first

thin^j; we hear of, is the pouring out of the seventh vial of

God's M'rath, and a voice saying It is done. And so in the

IQth chapter, wo have an account of "the beast, and the

kings of the earth, and their armies, being gathered together

to make war against him that sat on the hcrse, and against his

army." And then the next thing we hear of, is, that " the

Beast is taken, and Avith him the false prophet ; and that these

are both cast alive into the lake of fire ; and that the remnan*
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mi the vast army are slain, and all the fowls filled with their

flesh. The issue of the conflict of the beast with the witness-

es is the triumph of the church's enemies over God's people,

looking on them as entirely vanquished, and their interest ut-

terly ruined, past all possibility of recovery : They thai dwell

on the earth shall see the dead bodies qf the samts lying in the

streets qf the great city, and shall rejoice over them, and make

merry, and send gifts one to another. But the issue of that

great and last battle is quite the reverse ; it is the church's tri-

umph over her enemies as being utterly and forever de-

stroyed.

Here if any one shall say, That the ascension of the witness-

es into heaven in the sight of their enemies, may, as has

more generally been supposed, signify the church's last vic-

tory and triumph over her Antichristian enemies, and final

deliverance from them, and yet the battle between Antichrist

and the witnesses, spoken of Rev. xi. 7, wherein the witness-

es are slain, may not be the same with that last and greatest

battle between Antichrist and the church, chap. xvi. and xix.

that immediately precedes and issues in the church's final

victory and deliverance ; there may be two great battles, soon

following one another, though both are not mentioned in the

same place ; one, a conflict wherein Antichrist prevails against

the witnesses, and overcomes them, and kills them, and anoth-

er, that great battle described chap. xvi. and xix. after the

witnesses' resurrection, before their ascension into heaven,

wherein they shall prevail and overcome their enemies, and

kill them : I say, if any one shall say thus, they will say that

which the prophecies give no reason for, nor allow any room

to suppose. That last battle between the church and Anti-

christ, wherein Christ and his people obtain a complete victo-

ry, is evidently one of the greatest and most remarkable

events foretold in all the Apocalypse : And there is no one

thing, unless it be the consummation of all things, in the two

last chapters, that is described in so solemn and august a man-

ner. And the description shews that it is an event which,

with its circumstances, must take up much time. There is

vast preparation made for it by the church's enemies : The
Vol. III. 3 H
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devils, in order to stir men up, and gather ilicm together,

to this batfie of that great day of God Ahnightij., go forth ^ivto

the kings of the earth and of the tvhole world, to propagate va-

rious kinds of delusions, far and wide, all over the world ;

which undoubtedly must take up many years' time ; chap,

xvi. 13, 14, And then great preparation is made in the church

of God, to make opposition ; chap. xix. 11 17, Now can

any reasonably suppose, that in what is represented, chap,

xi, of a great conflict between Antichrist and God's people,

wherein the latter are overcome and slain, and lie dead three

days (or three years) and an half, and their enemies triumph-

ing over them, but God's people rising again from the dead

in the midst of this triumph of their enemies, and ascending

into heaven, while their enemies stand astonished and amaz-

ed spectators that the manner of the description leaves fair

room for us to suppose, that after this resurrection of God's

people, they continue long before they ascend, to encounter

with Antichrist in a new conflict, wherein their enemies after

long time to prepare, should engage with them with vastly

greater preparation, strength, and violence than before, and

should wage war with them with the mightiest army that

ever was gathered against the church, and in the greatest

battle that ever was fought ?

And besides, the witnesses ascending into heaven in the

sight of their enemies, spoken of chap, xi, cannot be the same

with the church's gaining a glorious ascendant over her ene-

mies, in her final victory over Antichrist, spoken of chap,

xvi, and xix. because the descriptions of the events that attend

the one and the other do by no means answer each other.

For, observe, it is said that when the witnesses arose, and stood

on their feet, and ascended into heaven, the same hour there was

a great earthquake : But this does not seem to answer to

what is described chap, xvi, 18. " And there were voices, and

thunders, and lightnings, and there was a great earthquake,

such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an

earthquake, and so great." It is said that at the time of the

first earthquake, chap, xi. 13. "The tenth part of the city

fell :" But how far does this fall short of what is described, as
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attending the great earthquake ? Chap. xvi. 19, 20. « And the

great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the

nations fell ; and great'Babylon came into remembrance be-

fore God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierce-

ness of his wrath ; and every island fled away, and the mount-

ains were not found." It is said of the earthquake, chap. xi.

" And in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand :

But how far is this from answering the slaughter described

chap. xix. 17, &c. ? Which is represented as a general

slaughter of the kings, captains, mighty men, horses, and ar-

mies of the earth, and of the whole world ; so that all the

fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, as far as the sun shines,

are filled with the flesh of the dead carcases, it being the Jlesh

ofall men^ bothfree and bond, both small and great : (Compare

chap. xvi. 14.) V/ho can think, that this great slaughter that

is thus represented, should in chap. xi. be only called a slaying

seve?i thousand men ?

If we read this very eleventh chapter through, we shall see

that the falling of the tenth part of the city, and the witnesses

rising and ascending into heaven, are entirely distinct from

the final destruction of Antichrist, and that advancement of

the church to her latter day glory, that is consequent upon it.

The judgments here spoken of, as executed on God's ene-

mies, are under another ivoe ; and the benefits bestowed on

the church, are vmder another triiinfiet. For immediately af-

ter the account of the rising and ascending of the witnesses,

and the tenth part of the city's falling, and the slaying of the

seven thousand men, and the aff'righting of the rest, and their

giving glory to the God of heaven, follow these words in the

14th and 15th verses, " The second vfoe is past ; and behold

the third woe cometh quickly. And the seventh angel sound-

ed ; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, the king-

doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever." And in

the following verses, we have an account of the praises sung
to God on this occasion. And then in the last verse, we have

a brief hint of that same earthquake, and that great hail, and
those thunders and lightnings and voices, that we have an ac^
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count of in the latter part of chap. xvi. So that the earth-

quake mentioned in the last verse of chap. xi. is that great

earthquake that attends the last great conflict of the church

and her enemies ; and not that mentioned ver. 13.

The three woes arc the woes of God on Antichrist and his

subjects ; and the third and last of ihcm evidently signifies

the terrible judgments of God on Antichrist, by which God's

wrath upon him shall be fulfilled in his utter destruction : But

the calamities on Antichrist spoken of as attending the rising

and ascending of the witnesses, such as the falling of the tenth

part of the city, and slaying seven thousand men, do not be-

long to this last woe, and therefore do not signify the final de-

struction of Antichrist : For the words of ver. 14, will by no

means allow of such a supposition ; for there, immediately

after giving an account of these calamities, it is added, " The

second woe is past ; and behold the third woe cometh quick-

ly :" Making a most plain and express distinction between

these calamities that had already been mentioned, and es-

pecially these that were just then mentioned in the very last

words, and the calamities that belong to the third woe, that

yet remain to be mentioned : For by being passed, the pro-

phet is to be understood no otherwise than passed in the de-

claration and representation ; it was not past in any other

respect : It is as much as to say, Thus an account has been

given of the calamities upon Antichrist that belong to the

second woe ; now I proceed to give an account of those dis-

pensations of Providence that belong to the third and last woe,

which shall prove Antichrist's final destruction, and end in

the kingdoms of this world becoming the kingdoms of our

Lord, and of his Christ.

What was fulfilled in the reformation, well answers the

representation made concerning the witnesses, Rev. xi. 11,

12. Of " the Spirit of Life from God entering into them, and

their standing on their feet, and ascending up to heaven, in

the sight of their enemies. A little before the reformation,

the state of the church of God, and of true religion was lowest

of all, and nearest to utter extinction. Antichrist had, after

great and long struggles, prevailed against the Waldcnsesj
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Albigenses and Bohemians. The war with the Albigenses

seems especially to be intended by the war of the beast witb

the witnesses spoken of, ver. 7. These were witnesses to the

ti'Uth, that were the most numerous and considerable, and

those that most tormented the church of Rome. And the

war that was maintained against them, was by far the greatest

that ever Antichrist had against any of the professors of the

truth, before the reformation ; and was properly the war of

the beast ; it was the Pope that proclaimed the war, and that

raised the soldiers by his emissaries and priests, preaching

the cross, gathering innumerable multitudes of pilgrims from

all parts of Christendom, and raising one crusade after another,

which were conducted and managed by the Pope's legates ;

and it was the Pope that paid the soldiers with pardons, indul-

gences, promises of paradise, and such like trumpery. When
Antichrist had gradvially prevailed against these v/itnesses,

with much difficulty, and long continued violent struggling,

and after innumerable vexatious disasters and disappoint-

ments ; the church of God, in the time of Luther and other

reformers, on si sudden, in a wonderful manner revives, when

such an event was least expected, (to the surprise and amaze-

ment of th^ir Antichristian enemies) and appears in such

strength, t^.t the reformed are able to stand on their own legs,

and to withstand all the power and rage of the church of

Rome. Presently after this revival, the people of God are

set on high, having the civil magistrate in many countries on

their side, and henceforward have the power of many potent

princes engaged for their protection : And this, in sight of

their enemies, and greatly to their grief and vexation ; who,

though they from time to time exert their utmost, never are

able to prevail against them, to bring them under any more,

as they had done in former wars. Oftentimes in scripture,

God's church's dwelling in safety, out of the reach of their

enemies, is represented by their dwelling on high, or being

set on high ; as Psal. lix. 1, Ixix. 29, xci. 14, cvii. 41. Prov.

xxix. 25. Isa. xxxiii. 16. The children of Israel, in their

tlcliverance out of Egypt, from their cruel task masters, that

would fain have brought them into bondage again, were said
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to be carried on eagle's wiags, that is lofty in its flight, flies

away towards heaven ; so that the Egyptians could not

conje at them : And they were protected by the cloud that

went with them ; as the witnesses are said to be caught \ip to

heaven in a cloud. Compare this with Isa. iv. 5. " And the

Lord v.'ill create upon every dwelling place of Mount Zion,

and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the

shining of a flaming fire by night ; for upon all the glory

shall be a defence.

I shall not pretend to explain the mystery of the three days

and half of the witnesses lying dead, or to determine the pre-

cise duration signified by that mystical representalion. Possi-»

bly no particular measure of time may be intended by it ; and

yet it not be without significancy.* As no particular number
of persons is intended by the two witnesses ; but in general,

k intends a small number, and yet a sufficient number ; and

as small as might be, and yet be sufficient ; as, less than two

tv'itnesses was not sufficient : So perhaps no particular dura-

tion of thai low state that the church was in before the reform-

ation, may be intended by three days and half; but in general

it maybe hereby signified, that this time of the triumphing of

the wicked, and extremity of God's church, should be but

short. And possibly three days and half may be mentioned,

because that is the utmost space of time that a dead body can

be ordinarily supposed to lie without putrefaction ; signifying

that at this time the church should be brought to the very

brink of utter ruin, and yet should be preserved and revive

again. And half a day may be mentioned to signify the par<-

ticular care of Providence in exactly determining this time of

• Mr. Lowman, in the preface to hts Paraphrase on the Revelation, page 8,

observes as follows : " Prophetic numbers do not always express a determi-

iiate duratioa or space of time, any more than they always express a certain

number. Prophecy, I acknowledge, uses numbers sometimes as other ex-

pressions, in a figurative meaning, as symbols and hieroglyphics. Thus the

number seven, sometimes does not denote the precise number seven : But fig-

aratively de'jotes perfcctio!!, or a full and complete number : And the num-

ber ten, sometimes does not mean precisely ten in number, but many in gen-

aal, or a considerable number."
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the church's extremity. And probably there may be sonie

reference to the three times (or three years) and an half of

the witnesses prophecying in sackcloth ; the more apparently

to shew the disproportion between the time of the church's

welfai'e, and the time of her enemies victory and triumph t

The time of the church's affliction and conflict may be long ;

and in the issue she may be overcome ; but the time of this

victory shall be but short ; in comparison with the i^ther, but

as a day to a year : She may as it were be killed, and lie dead,

until she comes to the very brink of utter and hopeless ruin,

but yet God will not suffer her to see corruption ; but at that

very time, when her enemies expected that she should putri-

fy, she shall rise ; and be set on high, out of their reach,

greatly to their astonishment.

The grand objection against all this, is, that it is said, that

the roitnesses should prophesy twelve hundred and sixty days

clothed in sackcloth ; and wJien they have finished their testinio*

ny-, the beast should make nvar against them and kill thevi^ See.

and that it seems manifest, that after this, they are no longer

in sackcloth, for henceforward they are in an exalted state in

heaven : And that therefore, seeing the time of their wearing

sackcloth, is twelve hundred and sixty days, which is the time

6f the continuance of Antichrist ; hence their being slain and

rising again, must be at the conclusion of this period, and so

at the end of Antichrist's reign.

In answer to which I would say, that we can justly infer no

ttiore from this prophecy than this, viz. that the twelve hun-

dred and sixty days is the proper time of the churcli's trouble

and bondage, or being clothed in sackcloth ; because it is the

appointed time of the reign of Antichrist. But this does not

hinder but that God, out of his great compassion to his chi rch,

should, in some respect, shorten the days, and grant that sh&

should, in some measure, anticipate the appointed great deliv-

erance that should be at the end of those days. As he has in

fact done in the reformation ; whereby the church has had a

great degree of restoration granted, from the darkness and

power of Antichrist, before her proper time of restoration,

which is at the end of the twelve hundred and sixty days
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Thus the church of Christ, tliroug-h the tender mercies of her

Patlier and Redeemer, in some respects, anticipates her de-

liverance from her sorrows and sackcloth : As many parts of

the church are hereby brought from under the dominion of

the Antichristian powers, into a state of power and liberty ;

though in other respects, the church may be sard to continue

in sackcloth, and in the wilderness, until the end of days;

many parts of it still remaining under grievous persecution.

What we render, nvhen they shall have finished their testimO'

nij) Mr. Lowman, from Mr. Daubuz, renders, while they shall

perfofm their testimony ; and observes, that the oi-iginal may
niean the lime of their testimony, as well as the end of it.

I might here observe that we have other instances of God's

shortening the days of his church's captivity and bondage,

either at the beginning or end, very parallel with what has

been now supposed in the case of the witnesses. Thus the

proper time of the bondage of the posterity of Abraham in

Egypt, was four hundred years ; Gen. xv. 13. But yet God
in mercy deferred the beginning of their bondage ; whereby

the lime was much shortened at the beginning. So the time

wherein it was foretold tliat the whole land of Israel should be a

desolation and an astonishment.^ and the land should enjoy her

tabbaths^ by the Babylonish cajitivity^ ivas seveyity years ; Jer.

XXV. 11, 12, and these seventy years are dated in 2 Chron.

xxxvi. 20, 21, from Zedekiah's captivity ; and yet, from that

captivity to Cyrus's decree, was but fiftytwo years ; though

it was indeed seventy years before the more full restoration of

the Jewish church and state by Darius's decree, Ezra vi. So

the proper time of the oppression and bondage of the Jewish

church under Antiochus Epiphancs, wherein both the sanctua'

ry and host should be trodden underfuot by him, was two thou-t

tend three hundred days ; Dan. viii. 13, 14. The time from

Antiochus's taking Jerusalem and polluting the sanctuary, to

Anliochus's death, seems to have been about so long : But

God shortened the days, by granting remarkable help to his

people by means of the Macccibees, before that time : Yea

the temple and sanctuary were restored, and the altar rcbuill

and dedicated before that time.
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Upon ihe whole, I think there appears to be no reason tVom

the prophecy concerning the two witnesses, Rev. xi. to expect

any s^uch general and terrible destruction of the church of

Christ, before the utter downfall of Antichrist, as some have .

supposed ; but good reason to determine the contrary. It is

true, there is abundant evidence in scripture, that there is yet

remaining a mighty conflict between the church and her ene-

mies, the most violent struggle of Satan and his' adherents, in

opposition to true religion, and the most general commotion

that ever was in the w orld, since the foundation of it to that

time ; and many particular Christians, and some parts of the

church of Christ, may suffer hard things in this conflict : But

in the general, Satan and Antichrist shall not get the victory,

Tior greatly prevail ; but on the contrary be entirely conquer-

ed, and utterly overthrown, in this great battle. So that I

hope this prophecy of the slaying of the witnesses, will not

stand in the way of a compliance with the proposal made to

us in the memorial, as a prevalent objection and discourage-

ment.

Object. 5. A late very learned and ingenious expositor of

the Revelation, viz. Mr. Lowman, sets tlie fall of Antichrist,

and consequently the coming of Christ's kingdom at a great

distance ; supposing that the twelve hundred and sixty years

of Antichrist's reign did not begin until the year seven hun-

dred and fifty six ; and consequently that it will not end until

after the year two thousand, more than two hundred and fifty

years hence ; and this opinion he con6rms by a great variety

of arguments.

Ans. 1. If this objection be allowed lo be valid, and that

-which ought to determine persons in an affair of this nature,

and those things, concerning God's people praying for thiii

-glorious event, be also allowed to be true, which before were
shewn to be the will of God abundantly Tevealed in his word,

th^n the following things must be supposed ; viz. that it is the

will of God that Iiis people be much in prayer for this event,

and particularly thiit it is God's revealed will and purpose,

that, a little before tlie accomplishment of it, his people be

earnestly seeking and waiting, and imp'tjrtunately and inccs-

Vol. III. 3 I
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santly crying to God for it ; But yet that it was God's design,

that before this time comes of extraordinary prayer and im-
portunity of his church, for the bringing on this glorious event,

his church should have it given them to understand precisely

Avhcn the appointed time should be ; and that accordingly he
has now actually brought the fixed time to light, by means of

Mr. Lowman. But is it reasonable to suppose, that this

should be God's manner of dealing with his church, first to

make know n to them ihe precise time which he has unaltera-

bly fixed for the shewir>g this mercy to Zion, and then make
it the duty of his church, in an extraordinary manner, to be hj

prayer inquiring of him concerning it, and saying, How long.

Lord J And waiting for it, day :\nd night crying to him with

exceeding importunity that he would bring it on, that he

would come quickly, that he would hide himself no longer,

but would arise and have mercy upon Zion, and awake as one

out of sleep, openly manifest himself, and make bare his holy-

arm for the salvation of his people ? That t/iey that make men-

tion of the Lord, should not keefi silence, nor give him any resty

until he establish, and make Jerusalem a jiraise in the earth ?

And that the church should then say to Christ, Make haste,

my belo-ved,and be thou like a roe or a yotmg hart o?i the mount-

ains of S/iices ?

It may be many ways for the comfort and benefit of God's

church in her afflicted state, to know that the reign of Anti-

christ is to be no more than 1260 years : And some things in

general may be argued concerning the approach of it, when

it is near : As the Jews covild argue the approach of Christ's

first coming, from Daniel's prophecy of the seventy weeks,

though they knew not precisely when that seventy weeks

would end. But it is not reasonable to expect that God should

make known to us beforehand, the precise time of Christ's

coming in his kingdom. The disciples desired to know this,

and manifested their desire to their Lord ; but he told them

plainly that it 'was not for them to knoiv the times and seasons,

'd'hich the Fatherhath f:ut in his oivnpovjcr ; Acts i. 6,7, and there

is no reason to think that it is any more for us than for them ;

or for Christ's disciples in these days any more than for his
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apostles in those days. God makes it the duty of his church

to be importunately praying for it, and praying that it may

come speedily ; and not only to be praying for it, but to be

seeking of it, in the use of proper means ; endeavoring that

religion may now revive every where, and Satan's kingdom

be overthrown ; and always to be waiting for it, being in a

constant preparation for it, as servants that wait for the com-

ing of their Lord, or virgins for the coming of the bride-

groom, not knowing at what hour he will come. But God's

making known beforehand the precise time of his coining,

does not well consist with these things.

It is the revealed will of God, that he should be inquired

of by his people, by extraordinary prayer, concerning this

great mercy, to do it for them, before it be fulfilled. And if

any suppose, that it is now found out precisely when the lime

is to be, and (the time being at a considerable distance) that

now is not a proper season to begin this extraordinary prayer,

I would, on this supposition, ask, when we shall begin ? How
long before the fixed and known time of the bestowmcnt of

this mercy comes, shall we begin to cry earnestly to God that

this mercy may come, and that Christ would make haste and

be like a roe, &c ? For us to delay, supposing that wc know

the time to be far off, is not agreeable to the language of

God's people in my text, Co7ne, let us go speedily, and Jtray be-

fore the Lord, and seek the Lord of hoists.

Ans. 2. I acknowledge that Mr. Lowman's exposition of

the Revelation is, on many accounts, excellently written, giv-

ing great light into some parts of that prophecy, and an in-

stance of the fulfilment of that prediction, Dan. xii. 4. " Many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased :" And
especially in his interpretation of the five first vials (which he

supposeth already poured out) exceeding satisfying. But yet

the opinion of Mr. Lowman, with regard to the particular

time of the beginning and end of the time, times and an half

of Antichrist's reign, and of all others that pretend to fix the

time, is the less to be regai'ded, because it is clearly revealed,

and expressly declared by God, that that matter should be

sealed up and hid, and not known until ths time of the end of



&53 UNION IN PRAYER.

this time, times and an half. Duniel, in the last chapter of

his prophecy, gives us an account, how the angel lokl him ol

a future time of great trouble and affliction to the church oS

God, and then said to him, vcr. 4. " But thou, O Daniel, shut

up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end."

And then the prophet proceeds to give an account of a vision

that he. had of one earnestly inquiring of the angel of the

Lord, how long it would be to the end of this remarkable and

•wonderful time of the church's trouble, saying, How long shall

k be to the end of these wonders ? Ver. 5, 6. The answer was,

that it should befur a tiine,^ times and an Jialf., and that when so

long a time was past, then this wonderful afHictJon and scat-

tering of the holy people should be finished, ver. 7. But then

Daniel tells us, in the next verse, that he heard^ but he under-'

stood 7wt., and said, O my Lord, nvhat shall be the end of these

things ? He did not understand that general and mystical an-

swer, that those things should have an end at the end of a

time, times and an half; he did not know by it, v/hen this

period would have an end : And therefore he inquires more

particularly v/hat the time of the end was. But the angel re-

plies, ver. 9. '' Go thy way, Daniel, the wards are closed and

sealed up, until the time of the end." I do not know what

could have been more express. The angel gently rebukes this

over inquisitiveness of Daniel, very much as Christ did a like

inquisitiveness of the disciples concerning the sanYC matter,

when he said to them, It is notfor you to knoiv the times and

reasGiis, that the Father hath {ml in his oii'n fioioer. I think

there can be no doubt but that this space, of a time, times and

half of the church's great trouble, alx)ut the end of which

D.vr.icl inquires, is the same witli that time, times and

half, that ii; spoken of Chap. vii. 25, and Rev. xii. 14, as the

time of Antichrist's rcigiv, and the church's being in the wil-

derness ; and not merely the time of the church's troubles by

Antiochus Epiphancs. But we see, when Daniel has a mind

to know paniculariy when this time would come to an end, he

is bid to go away, and rest contented in ignorance of this mat-

ter : For, says the man clothed in linen, the ivords are closed

K^, ami sealed^ until the time of the end. That is, very plainly>
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the matter that you inquire about, when the end of this time,

and times and half shall come, shall not be known, but kept

a great secret, until the time of the end actually comes, and

all attempts to find it out before that shall be in vain. And
therefore when a particular divine appears, that thinks be has

found it out, and has unsealed this matter, and made it mani-

fest with very manifold and abundant evidence, we may well

think he is mistaken, and doubt whether those supposed evi-

dences are truly solid ones, and such as are indeed sufficient

to make that matter manifest, which God has declared should

be kept hid, and not made manifest before it is accomplished.

Mr. Lowman's own words in his preface, page 24, 25, are

here worthy to be repeated : " It will (says he) ever be a point

of wisdom, not to be gver busy, or over confident in any thin-g,

especially in fixing periods of time, or determining seasons ;

which it may be are net to be determined, it may be are

not fit to be known. It is a maxim of greater wisdom

than is usually thought. Seek not to know what should not

be 7'evealedi Such are many future events. The precise

time of our Saviour's coming to judgment, was not re-

vealed, because net fit to be revealed. The uncertainty of

his^ appearance was of greater service to preserve a care of

religion, than the revelation of it would have been : For the

uncertainty itself gives many useful exhortations ; Watch,for

ye know not what hour the 3on ofman cometh. Suppose then

some of the events described in this prophecy should be of

doubtful application, suppose the precise time of the downfall

of the beast, the slaying and resurrection of the witnesses,

and the beginning of a thousand years happy state of the

church, should not be so determined, but it would admit of

different calculations ; may it not be wise, and therefore fit

it should be so ? The certainty of those events in a pi'oper

time, though that time should not be precisely determined,

will answer the greater ends of useful instruction. And if the

revelation should go no further than this, it would yet be a

revelation, of great benefit and advantage ; as the certainty

of the day of judgment in its proper time surely is, though of

Ahat day and hour knoweth no man."
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Ans. 3. Though it is not for us to know t'he precise time

of the fall of Antichrist, yet I humbly conceive that we have

no reason to suppose the event principally intended in the

prophecies of Antichrist's destrudion to be at so great a dis-

tance, as Mr. Lowman places it ; but have reason to think it

to be much nearer. Not that I would set up myself as a per-

son of equal judgment with Mr. Lowman in matters of this

nature. As he differs from most others of the most approv-

ed expositors of the Apocalypse, in this matter, so I hope it

will not appear vanity and presumption in me, to differ from

this particular expositor, and to agree with the greater num-

ber. And since his opinion stands so much in the way of that

great and important affair, to promote which is the very end

of this whole discourse, I hope it will not look as though I

affected to appear considerable among the interpreters of

prophecy, and as a person of skill in these mysterious mat-

ters, that I offer some reasons against Mr. Lowman's opin-

ion. It is surely great pity, that it should be received as a

thing clear and abundantly confirmed, that the glorious day of

Antichrist's fall is at so great a distance (so directly tending

to damp and discourage all earnest prayers for, or endeavors

after its speedy accomplishment) unless there be good and

plain ground for it. I would therefore offer some things to

consideration, which I think may justly make us look upon

the opinion of this learned interpreter, of this happy event's

being at so great a distance, not so certain and indubitable, as

to hinder our praying and hoping for its being fulfilled much
sooner.

The period of Antichrist's reign, as their author has fixed

it, seems to be the main point insisted on in his exposition of

the revelation ; which he supposes a great many things in the

scheme of prophecies delivered in that book do concur to es-

tablish. And indeed it is so with respect to the scheme of

interpretation of these prophecies, which he goes into, and

finds it requisite to maintain, in order to confirm this point

But there are several things in that scheme, that appear to

jnc justly liable to exception.
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Whereas it is represented, Rev. xvii. 10, 11, that there are

seven different successive heads of the beast ; that five were

past, and another was to come, and to continue a short space,

that might on some accounts be reckoned a seventh ; and

that Antichrist was to follow next after this, as the eighth ;

but yet the foregoing not being properly one of the heads of

the beast, he was properly the seventh ; Mr. Lowman does

not think with others, that by the seventh that was to con-

tinue a short space which would not be properly one of the

heads of the beast, is meant Constantine and the other Christ-

ian emperors ; (for he thinks they are reckoned as properly

belonging to the sixth head of the beast) but that hereby is

intended the government that Rome was subject to under the

Gothic princes, and the exarchate of Ravenna, after the im-

perial form of government in Rome ceased in Augustulus,

until the Pope was invested with his temporal dominion, call-

ed St. Peter's patrimony, by Pipin, King of France, in the

year 756. And he supposes, that that wounding of one of

the heads of the beast with a sword unto death, that we read

of chap. xiii. 3, and 14, was not fulfilled in the destruction of

the Heathen empire, and the giving the imperial power unto

Christians, but in the destruction of the imperial form of gov-

ernment, by the sword of the Goths, in the time of Augustu-

lus. But it seems to me to be very unlikely, that the spirit

•of God should reckon Constantine and the Christian em-
perors as proper members, and belonging to one of the

heads, of that monstrous, wild and cruel beast, that is com-

pared to a leopard and a bear, and a devouring lion, and that

had a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and that

rules by the power and authority of the dragon, or the devil ;t

which beast is represented in this very 17th chapter, as full of

names of blasphemy, and of a bloody color, denoting his ex-

ceeding cruelty in persecuting the Christian Church. For
Constantine, instead of this, was a member of the Christian

church, and set by God in the most eminent station in his

+ The word T/iericn signifies a wild favage beast, as Mr. Lowman Iilmst'.f

observes, page 127,
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chirrch ; and was honored aVjovc all other princes that ever

liad l>€cn in the world, as the great protector of liis churclr,

and her deliverer from the persecuting power of that cruel

Rtarlct colored beast. Mr. Lowman himself styles him a

Christian piince,and protector of the Christian religion. Cod is

very careful not to reckon his own people among the Gentiles,

^he visible subjects of Satan ; Num. xxiii. 9. "The people

shall not be reckoned among the nations." God will not en-

rol them Avith them ; if they happen to be among them, he

•will be careful to set a mark upon them, as a note of distinc-

tion ; Rev. vii. 3, fee. when God is reckoning up his own

people, he leaves out those that have been noted for idolatry.

As among the tribes that were sealed Rev. viii. those idola-

trous tribes of Ephraim and Dan are left out, and in the gene-

alogy of Christ, Matth. i. those princes that were chiefiy noted

for idolatry, are left out. Much more would God be careful

not to reckon his own people, especially such Christian princ-

es as have been the most eminent instruments of overthrow-

ing idolatry, amongst idolaters, and as members and heads of

that kingdom that is noted in scripture as the most notorious

and infamous of all, for abominable idolatry, and opposition

and cruelty to the true worshippers of God. And especially

not to reckon them as properly belonging to one of those

seven heads of this monarchy, of which very heads it is par-

ticularly noted that they had on them the names of blasphe-

my ; (Rev. xiii. 1.) ivhich Mr. Lowman himself supposes tO'

signify idolatry. It was therefore worthy of God, agreeable

to his manner, and what might well be expected, that whe«

"he was reckoning up the several successive heads of this

beast, and Constantine and his successors came in the waT>

and there was occasion to mention them, to set a mark, or

note of distinction on them, signifying that they did not prop-

eily belong to the beast, nor were to be reckoned as belong-

ing to his heads ; and therefore are to be skiT>petl over in tl>e

reckoning; and Antichrist, though the eighth head of tl-je

Roman Empire, "is to be reckoned the scviuth head of the

beast. 'I'his uppear.s to me abundantly lJ>c most just and nat-

ural inteiprctation of Rev. wii. io, 1!. It is reasonable t<>
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suppose that God would take care to make such a note in this

prophetical description of this dreadful beast, and not by any

means to reckon Constantine as belonging properly to him.

Ifwe reckon Constantine as a member of this beast, having sev-

en heads and ten horns, described chap. xvii. and as properly-

one of his heads, then he was also properly a member of the

great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, that warred

with the woman, chap. xii. For the seven heads and ten

horns of tTiat dragon, are plainly the same with the seven

heads and ten horns of this beast. So that this makes Con-

stantine a visible member of the devil : For we are told ex-

^wessly of that dragon, ver. 9, that he was " that old serpent,

called the devil and Satan." And to suppose that Constantine

is reckoned as belonging to one of the heads of that dragon,

is to make these prophecies inconsistent with themselves.

For here in this 12th chapter we have represented a war be-

tween the dragon and the woman clothed with the sun ; which

woman, as all agree, is the church ; but Constantine, as all do

also agree, belonged to the woman, was a member of the

Chrisiian church, and was on that side in the war against the

dragon, yea, was the main instrument of that great victory

that was obtained over the dragon, there spoken of, ver. 9.. ..12.

What an inconsistency therefore is it, to suppose that he was

at the same time a member and head of that very dragon

which fought with the woman, and yet Avhich Constantine

himself fought with, overcame, and gloriously triumphed

over ! It is not therefore to be wondered at, that God was

careful to distinguish Constantine from the proper heads of

the beast :' It would have been a wonder if he had not. God
seems to have been carefiil to distinguish him, not only in

his word, but in his providence, by so ordering it that this

Christian emperor should be removed from Rome, the city

that God had given up to be the seat of the power of the beast

and of its heads, and that he should have the seat of his em"
pire elsewhere.

Constantine was made the instrument of giving a mortal

wound to the heathen Roman empire ; and giving it a mortal

Vol., III. 3 K
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wound in its head, viz. the heathen emperors that were thenb

reigning, Maxentius and Licinius. But more eminently was

this glorious change in the empire owing to the power of

God's word, the prevalence of the glorious gospel, by which

Constantine himself was converted, and so became the instru-

ment of the overthrow of the heathen empire in the east and

west. The "change that was then brought to pass, is repre-

sented as the destruction of the heathen empire, or the old

heathen world ; and therefore seems to be compared to that

dissolution of heaven and earth that shall be at the day of

judgment. Rev. vi. 12, to the end. And therefore well might

the heathen empire under the head which was then reigning,

be represented as wounded to death, chap. xiii. 3. It is much
more likely that the wound the beast had by a sword, in his

head, spoken of ver. 14, was the wound that the heathen em-^

pire had in its head, by that sword that we read of chap. i. 16,

and xix. 15, that proceeds out of the mouth of Christ, than

the wound that was given to the Christian empire and empe-

ror by the sword of the heathen Goths. It is most likeljr

that this deadly wound was by that sword with which Michael

made war with him, and overcame him, and cast him to the

earth, chap. xii. 9, and that the deadly wound that was given

him, was given him at that very time. It is most likely, that

the sword that gave him this deadly wound, after which he

strangely revived, as though he rose from the dead, was the

same sword with that which is spoken of, as what shall at last

utterly destroy him, so that he shall never rise more, chap.

xix. 15, 19, 20, 21. This wounding of the head of the beast

by the destruction of the heathen empire, and conversion of

the emperor to the Christian truth, was a glorious event in-

deed of divine Providence, worthy to be so much spoken of

in prophecy. It is natural to suppose, that the mortal wound-

ing of the head of that savage, cruel beast, thai is represented

as constantly at war with the Avoman, and persecuting the

church of Christ, should be some relief to the Christian,

church : But on the contrary that wounding to death that Mr.

Lowman speaks of, was the victory of the enemies of the
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Christian church over her, and the wound she received from

them.

It is said of that head of the empire that shall be next after

the sixth head, and next before Antichrist, and that is not

reckoned as properly one of the number of the heads of the

beast, that ivhen it co?nes, it shall continue a short sfiace, chap,

xvii. 10. By which we may well understand, at least, that it

shall be one of the shortest in its continuance, of the success-

ive heads. But the government seated at Ravenna, in the

hands of the Goths, or of the deputies of the Greek emperors,

(which Mr. Lowman supposes to be meant by this head) con-

tinued, as Mr. Lowman himself takes notice, very near 300

years. And if so, its continuance was one of tive longest of

the heads mentioned.

And besides, if the government that Rome was under, from

the time that Augustulus abdicated, to the time when the

Pope was confirmed in his temporal dominion, was meant by

that seventh head that was to be betAveen the imperial head

and the papal, there would doubtless have been two different

heads mentioned, instead of one, between the emperor ami

the Pope ; viz. First, the Gothic princes, which reigned near

an hundred years : Secondly, the Exarchs of Ravenna, which

governed for about 185 years. The Gothic kingdom was

much more properly a distinct government from the imperi-

al, than the Exarchate of Ravenna. For during the Exar-

chate, Rome was under the government of the emperor, aa

much as it was in Constantine^s time.

In Rev. xvii. 12, it is said, the " ten horns are ten kings,

which are to receive power as kings one hour with the beast,

or (as Mr. Lowman says it ought to have been translated)

" the same hour or point of time with the beast." This will

not allow the time when Antichrist first receives power as

king, to be so late as Mr Lowman supposes. This division of

the empire into many kingdoms, denoted by the number ten,

was about the year 456, after Gensericus had taken the city

of Rome : But Mr. Lowman places the beginning of ihp

reign of Antichrist in the year 756, which is 300 years later.

I know, such an expression as in one hour, or the same hour,
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may allow some latitude ; but surely not such a latitude a«

this. This is a much lonj^er lime, than it was from the time

of the vision to Constantine ; much longer than the space of

all the first six seals ; longer than it was from Christs' ascen-

sion to Constantine ; and near as long as the time of all the

reigns of the heathen emperors put together, from Augustus

Caesar to Constantine. An hour is every where, in the other

places in this book of Revelation, used to signify a very short

time; as may be seen in places cited in the margin.* And

the expression, the same hour, every where else in the Bible,

intends near the same point of time.f The phrase one hour

is used several times in the next chapter, speaking of the

downfall of Antichrist :| And each time, evidently signifies a

very short space of time. And there is no reason why wc

should not understand the same phrase in the same sense,

when it is used here concerning the rise of Antichrist.

Mr. Lcwman greatly insists upon it, that what is spoken as

continuing 1260 days, is not so much any spiritual authority

or ecclesiastical power of the Pope, over the nations of Christ-

endom, as his temporal government and dominion in that in-

dividual city ofRome ; and therefore to determine when these

1260 days or years began, and when they will end, we must

consider when the Pope first received this his temporal pow-

er over this city of Rome, and the neighboring regions, called

St. Peter's Patrimony. But I can see no good reason for this.

Indeed it is strange, if it be so. God has been pleased in

these revelations and prophecies, which he has given for the

benefit of his church in general, to speak much concerning

an Antichristian power that should arise, that should persecute

the saints, and scatter the power of the holy people, and be au

occasion of great afi^iction to the church of Christ ; and in

these revelations, in both old Testament and new, has declar-

ed, and often repeated it, that his dominion shall continue so

long, and no longer ; and for the comfort of his church in

* Rev. xviii. 10, 17, ig. Chap. xi. 3 iii. lO viii. 3 ix. 15 xiv,

7. + Dan. iii. 6 iv. 33."v. 5. Mat. viii. 13 x. 19. Luke vii. 21

siii. 12 XX. 19 xxiv. 33. John iv. 53. Acts xvi. 18, 33 xxii. 15-

Jlev. xi. 13. 1 Verse 10, 17, 19.
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general, Christ bath sv/orn with great solemnity, that the coni-

tinuance of this persecuting power shall be thus limited

;

Dan. xii. 7.

Now it Avould be strange, if in all this the thing principally

intended is not that dominion of this Antichrislian power that

chiefly concerns the church of Christ in general, but merely

his temporal dominion over one province in Italy, called St.

Peter's patrimony. Doubtless that dominion of Antichrist

which the prophecies insist upon and describe, is the domin-

ion whose duration and liniits those prophecies declare. But

the dominion of Antichrist which the prophecies insist upon

and describe, is not any dominion over a particular province

in Italy, but the dominion by which he succeeds the four great

monarchies of the world ; Dan. vii. The donninion by which

he succeeds the dragon in his /wiver, throne and great authority ;

Rev. xiii. 2. The dominion in which he h^y^ fioiver given hiin

over all kindreds^ tongues and nations ; ver. 7. The dominion

by which the great ivhore sits on many •waters
;
(chap. xvii. 1.)

which the angel explains to be peojilei,^ and multitudes^ and na-

tions^ and tongues; (ver. lo) and the dominion in which he

reigns over the ten kings^ into which the Roman empire is di-

vided ; Rev. xiii. 1, and xvii. 3, 12, 13. The beast that had

ten horns, is not the city of Rome and the neighboring region>

but the Roman empire ; they are the horns or the kings, not

of the city, but of the empire. If we consider what is ex-

pressed in the passages themselves, which speak of the three

years and half of Antichrist, they will lead us to understand

something very diverse from the duration of his temporal do-

minion over St. Peter's patrimony. In Dan. vii. 25, the time,

times and an half, of the little horn, is expressly the contin-

uance of time wherein it shall be given to him to change times

und laws, and wear out the saints of the Most High : And in

chap. xii. 7, it is spoken of as the time of his scattering the

/lower of the holy fieo/ile : In Rev. xi. 2, the forty and two

months is spoken of as the time of Antichrist's treading under

foot the court ofthe temple and the holy city ; i. e. the external

or visible Christian church abroad in the world, or the nations

|jf Christendom. In ver. 3, the twelve hundred and sixty days
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of Antichrist are spoken of as llic time of the ivitnc.ises firo/ihc"

jtying in .sackcloth ; and in chap. xii. 6, and 14. the time of tht

jvo77ian's bei7ig in the -xilderncsft., which was through the great

power that Antichrist had over the Chvibiian world, and not

his small temporal dominion in Italy.

It is true, some regard is had in the prophecies to the city

of Rome, the city built on seven hills: Which, being the

fountain of all rule and authority in the Roman monarchy, and

the capital city of the empire, from whence the wiiolc empire

•was denominated, and the place where the head of the em-

pire usually resided, was properly made use of by the angelj

Rev. xvii. 9, 18, to shew what empire Antichrist should rule

over, and v.'hat city he should usually reside in. And this is

all that can be meant by the words of the angel ; and not that

those streets and walls, and that very ground, were such main

and essential things in what the prophecy intended by the

beast ; that when Antichrist's dominion began in that place,

then the beast ceases. For if so, then it will follow, that the

beast had his head wounded to death a second tune, and ceas-

ed to be, when the Popes resided at Avignon in France, for

the best part of a century ; when not only the Popes did not

reside at Rome, nor in any part of St. Peter's patrimony, nor

any part of Italy ; but some of them were neither Romans,

ror Italians. Though the angel says of the great whore.

Rev. xvii. 18. " The woman which thou sawest, is that great

city which reigns over the kings of the earth : Yet by the city,

in this case, is not meant so much what was contained within

those Roman walls, as the Roman empire ; as is evident by

chap. xi. 8. " And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of

the great city, which is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt."

Here, by the great city, neither Mr. Lowman himself, nor I

suppose any other Protestant interpreter, understands the city

of Rome, strictly speaking, but the Roman monarchy.

And though it be true, as Mr. Lowman observes, the Pope's

ecclesiastical monarchy, and power, and influence, through

Christendom, was greatly established and advanced by Pepin's

making him a temporal prince over the exarchate of Ravenna ;

yet, 1 would ask, whether the Pope's power and influence in
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the v/orld, and his ability to disturb the quiet of the nations of

Christendom, and (as it is expressed in Daniel) to change

times and laws., and to carry his own designs, in the various

countries and kingdoms of Europe, was not greater before

Pepin, than it is now, and has been for a long time ? And yet

Mr. Lowman supposes that now is property the time of Anti--

Christ's reign, that the twelve hundred and sixty years of his

reign continues, and will continue for about two hundred and

seventy years longer ; though his povver be now so small, and

has been declining ever since the reformation, and still de-*

clines continually.

One thing that Mr. Lowman supposes confirms his opinion

of so late a beginning of the twelve hundred and sixty years

of the reign of the beast, is the order of the several periods of

this prophecy, and the manner of their succeeding one

another.

As to his particular scheme of the seven periodsj so divided

and limited, and so obviously ranked in such order, and fol-

lowing one another in such direct and continued succession,

and each ending in a state of peace, safety and happiness to

the church of God, it seems to me to be more ingenious than

solid, and that many things might be said to demonstrate it

not to be founded in the truth of things, and the real design

of the divine Author of this prophecy. But now to enter into

a particular and full examination of it, would be to lengthen

out this discourse far beyond its proper limits. I would only

observe (which directly concerns my present purpose) that to

make out this scheme, Mr. Lowman supposes that the fifth

and sixth trumpets, that bring on the two first woes, and the

whole 9th chapter of the Revelation, altogether respects the

Saracens. But it appears to me not very credible that tho

Saracens should have so much said of them in this prophecy,

as to have a whole chapter taken up about them, and not a

word in the whole propliecy be said about the Turks, who
immediately succeeded them * in the same religion, and pro-

* For though it be true, tliat the reign of Othman, or Ottoman, who bfgai*

what they call ths Ottoman empire, was a long time after this ; yet the Twfko
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ceedinf; on Ihe same principles, and were so much more con-

siderable, and brought vastly greater calamities on the Christ-

ian world, and have set up and long maintained one of the

greatest, strongest and most extraordinary empires that ever

(he world saw, and have been the most terrible scourge to

Christendom, that evci- divine providence made use of, and

one of the greatest of all God's plagues on the v.'orld of man-
kind.

Mr. I^owman, in pursuance of his scheme, also supposes,

(which is yet more incredible) this period of the trumpets ends

in a fsiGte q/'sqfetij, peace and /la/.'piness to the church of God }

so that, on that occasion, there are threat voices in hcaxien^ say'

ii7g, I'hc ki?igdonia of this ivsrld are become the kingdoms of our

.Lord and of his Chrlst<, chap. xi. 15.* And yet he supposes,

that it issues in setting up the kingdom of Antichrist ; and

that about that very time, when these heavenly voices so joy-

fully proclaimed this, the beast was enthroned, and the time,

times and half, or twelve hundred and sixty days of his reign

began, which is spoken of every where, as the time of the

church's greatest darkness and trouble, the time wherein the

tittle horn shoidd v-'fcir out the saints ofthe Most High, Dan. vii,

25. The time afifiointedfor his scattering the povjer ofthe holy

fieofiky Daii. xii. 7. The time of the woman's being in the m'l-

dernrss^ Rev. xii. 6, 14. The time o^ treading underfoot the

court ofthetemfile, chap. xi. 2. And the time oi the ivityiesaet

prophesying in sackcloth , ch?p xi. 3.

However, I do not deny tliat the time when Mr. Lowman
supposes the reign of the beast began, even the time when

Pepin confirmed to the Pope his temporal dominions in Italy,

was a time of the great increase and advancement of the pow-

er of Antichrist in the world, and a notable epoch. And if I

may be allowed humbly to offer what appears to me to be tl'.e

themselves,under other princes in the government thty setup in territories that

had formerly been possessed by Christians, and ia their overrunnicg and rav-

aging Christian countries, immediately succeeded the Saracens ; and from

thenceforward have been a tenible, and almost continual scourge to the

church.

* Preface of his Paraphrase, &c. p. 13, 14, and 16,
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*ruth With relation to the rise and fall of Antichrist ; it is this.

As the power of Antichrist, and the corruption of the apostatd

church, rose not at once, but by several notable steps and de-

grees ; so it will in the like manner fall : And that divers

steps and seasons of destruction to the spiritual Baljylon, and

revival and advancement of the true church, are prophesied of

under one. Though it be true, that there is some particular

event, that prevails above all others in the intention of the

prophecy, some one remarkable season of the destruction of

the church of Rome and papal power and corruption, and ad-

vancement of true religion, that the prophecies have a princi-

pal respect to.

It was certainly thus with regard to the prophecies of the

tlcstruction of old Babylon, and the church's deliverance from

captivity and oppression by that city and kingdom ; which is

abundantly alluded to in these prophecies of the Revelation, as

a noted type of the oppression of the church of Christ by the

church of Rome, calling the latter so often by the name of

Babylon, and the church of Christ Jerusalem. The captivity

of the Jews by the Babylonians was not perfected at once, but

was brought on by several notable steps. So neither was the

restoration of the Jewish church, after the captivity, perfected

at once. It was .several times foretold, that the duration of

the captivity should be seventy years ; and also, that after

seventy years were accomplished, Ciod would destroy Baby-

ion ; Jer. xxv. 11, 12, &:c. But this period had manifestly

several different beginnings, and several endings. Thus from
Jehoiakini's captivity to Cyrus's decree, for the return of the
Jews, and the rebuilding of Jerusalem, was seventy years. And
from Zedekiah's captivity to Darius's decree, Ezra vi. seventy
years. And from the last carrying away of all, Jer. lii. 30, to the
finishing and dedication of the temple,was also seventy years.
So also the prophecies of Babylon's destruction were fulfilled

by several steps. These prophecies seem to have a principal
respect to that destruction that was accomplished by Cyrus,
at the end of the first seventy years forementioned ; But there
were other things in the very same prophecies, that were not
fulfilled until the 4th year of Darius ; when what remanW

Vol. III. r. I,
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of Babylon -was subject to another dreadful destruction 5

which in a great measure completed its desolation ; which

was at the end ofthe second seventy years, and at the same time

that the restoration of the Jews was perfected by the decree of

Darius.* But yet, there were many other things contained in

the same prophecies of Babylon's destruction, rendering it

thenceforward perfectly and perpetually desolate, and the haunt

of serpents and wild beasts, that were not fulfdled until

more than two hundred years after, in the time of Seleucus

king of Syria.f So also ii was with respect to the prophecies

of the destruction of Tyre, in the xxvith, xxviith and xxviiith

chapters of Ezekiel ; from which many of the expressions

used in the revelation, concerning the destruction of the king-

dom of Antichrist, are taken, and which is evidently made
use of in scripture as a type of the latter. These prophecies-

of the destruction of Tyre were fulfilled by various steps.

Many things were fulfilled in the destruction of the old city

by Nebuchadnezzar ;\ and yet other parts of the same proph-

ecy were fulfilled by Alexander ;§ which wa« about two hun-

dred and forty years afterwards. And yet both these desola-

tions are prophesied of under one.

And thus it seems to me very probable, that it Avill prove^

with respect to the prophecies of the destruction of mystical

Babylon. It is I think pretty manifest by the prophecies,

that this Aniichristian hierarchy and apostate church will at

last be so destroyed, that there shall be no remainders of it left,

and shall have as perfect a desolation, before God has done

with her, as old Babylon had ; there shall be no such thing as

Pope or church of Rome in the world. j| It seems also pretty

manifest that after that event tliat is chiefly intended in the

prophecies of Antichrist's destruction, there will be some re-

mains of the Romish church. This appears by that most

particular and large description of that destruction, Rev. xviii*

There it seems to be implied, not only that many shall yet

• Prideaux's Connexion, Part I.p 183, 184, and 267, 268, 269. Edit, g,

and p. B7i,and 272. + Ibid. 80B 812.. J Ibid. 128, 129, 130.

\ Ibid. p. 693. 1 See Rev. xviii. 21 23 and xix. »o, si. Dan-.'

7ii. a6, 27.
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remain of the church of Rome, that shall bewail her over^

throw, of her people and clergy ; ver. li, 15, 17, 18, but

that there should be some princes among them, kings of the

earth, that have committed fornication, and lived deliciously

with her ; ver. 9, 10. And it is exceeding improbable in it-

self, that every Papist, in each quarter of the world, should be

destroyed, or cease from the world, at one blow. And as

long as so considerable a number remains, as may be gather-

ed from the prophecy, they will doubtless have an hierarchy ;

and there will be one among them that will bear the name of

a Pope. Although the church of Rome shall be mainly de^-

atroyed, and the interest of Popery shall be sunk very low in

the world ; so that there will yet remain such a thing as a

Papal church and hierarchy in the world, to be wholly extir-

pated at another period, sometime after that great overthrow

principally insisted on in the prophecies. And this second

destruction of Antichrist, or rather extirpation of his remains,

together with the complete extirpation of all the remains of

Mahometanism, Heathenism and Heresy through the world,

and the finishing stroke towards the overthrow of Satan's vis-

ible kingdom on earth, and so the beginning of the Millenni-

um or spiritual rest of the world, may, for ought I know, be

about the time Mr. Lowman speaks of ; agreeable to the o-

pinion of the ancient Jews, and many Christian divines thai

have followed them, that the world would stand six thousand

years ; and then, the seventh thousand years should be the

world's rest or Sabbath. The ruin of the Popish interest is

but a small part of what is requisite, in order to introduce and
' settle such a state of things, as the world is represented as be-

ing in, in that Millennium that is described. Rev. xx. wherein

Satan's visible kingdom is every where totally extirpated, and

a perfect end put to all heresies, delusions and false religions

whatsoever, through the whole earth, and Satan thenceforward

deceives the nations no more, and has no place any where but

in hell. This is the sabbatism of the world ; when all shall

be in a holy rest, when the wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and there shall be nothing to hurt or offend, and there shall be

abundance of peace, and the earth shall be full of the kpow^r
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ecjfifc of the Lord ns the waters cover the sea:, and God's pco»

pie shall dwell in quiel resthic^ places. There is iiot the least

reason to think, that all this ^vill be brought to pass as it \vere

at one stroke, or that from the present lamentable state of

things, there should be brought about and completed the

destruction of the church of Rome, the entire extirpation of

nil infidelity, heresies, superstitions and schisms, through all

Christendom, and the conversion of all the Jews, and the full

enlightening and conversion of all Mahometan and Heathen

nations, throuf^h the whole earth, on every side of the globe,

an<l from the north to the south pole, and the full settlement

of a'l in the pure Christian faith and order, all as it were in

the issue of one battle, and by means of the victory of the

church in one great conflict with her enemies. This would

contradict many ti-.ings in scripture, ^7hich represent this

great event to be brotight to pass by a gradual progress of re-

ligion ; as leaven that gradually spreads, until it has diffused

itself through the whole lump ; and a plant of mustard, which

from 0. very small seed, gradually becomes a great tree ; Mat.

xiii. :5 1, 32, 33, and like seed which a man casts into the groimd,

that sjirings and grows iifi^ night and day; and first brings

forth the blade., the?i the ear, then thefull corn in the ear. And

especially would this contradict the prophetical representation

in Ezek. xlvii. where the progress of religion is represented

by the gradual increase of the waters of the sanctuary ; be-

ing first a small spring issuing out from under the threshold

of the temple ; and then, after they had run a thousand cubits,

being up to thft ankles ; and at the end of another thousand

ctibits, up to the knees ; and at the end of another thousand,

up to the loius : and afterwards a great river, that could not

be passed over ; and being finally brought into the sea, and

healing the waters even of the vast ocean.

If the Spirit of God should be immediately poured out, and

that great work of God's power and grace should now begin,

Avhich in its progress and issue should complete this glorious

effect ; there must be an amazing and unparalltlled progress

of the work and manifestation of divine power to bring so much

to pass, by the year two thousand. Would it not be a great
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thing, to be accomplished in one half centui-y, that religion, in

the power and purity of it, should so prevail, as to gain the

conquest over all those many things that stand in opposition

to it among Protestants, and gain the upper hand through the

protestant world ? And if in another, it should go on so to

jprevail, as to get the victory over all ihe opposition and

strength of the kingdom of Antichrist, so as to gain the ascen-

dent in that which is no'.v the Popish world ? And if in a third

half century, it should prevail and subdue the greater part of

the Mahometan world, and bring in the Jewish nation, in all

their dispersions ? And then in the next whole century, the

whole heathen world should be enlightened and converted to

the Christian faith, throughout all parts of Africa, Asia, A-

merica and Terra Australis, and be thoroughly settled in

Christian faith and order, without any remainders of their old

delusions and superstitions, and this attended v.ith an utter ex-

tirpation of the remnant of the church of Rome, and all the

relics of Mahometism, heresy, schism and enthusiasm, and a

suppression of all remains of open vice and immorality, and

eevry sort of visible enemy to true religion, through the whole

earth, and bring to an end all the unhappy commotions, tu-

mults, and calamities occasioned by such great changes, and

all things so adjusted and settled through the world, that the

•world thenceforward should enjoy an holy rest or sabbatism ?

I have thus distinguished what belongs to a bringing of the

world from its present state, to the happy state of the Millen-

nium, the better to give a view of the greatness of the work ;

and not, that I pretend so much as to' conjecture, that things

will be accomplished just in this order. The whole work is

not the less great and wonderful, to be accomplished in such

a space of time, in whatever order the different parts of it

succeed each other. They that think that what has been

mentioned would not be svi'ift progress, yea amazingly swift,

do not consider how great the work is, and the vast and innu-

merable obstacles that are in the way. It was a wonderful

thing, when the Christian religion, after Christ's ascension,

so prevailed, as to get the ascendant in the Roman empire m
about three hundred years ; but that was nothing to this.
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Ans. 4. There arc, as I apprehend, good reasons to hope*

that that work of God's Spirit will begin in a little time,

which, in the progress of il, will overthrow the kingdom of

Antichrist, and in its issue destroy Satan's visible kingdom

on earth.

The prophecy of the 6ih vial. Rev. xvi. 12 16, if we take

it in its connexion with the other vials, and consider those

providential events, by which the preceding vials have man-

ifestly been fulfilled, I humbly conceive, affords just ground

for such a hope.

It is very plain from this whole chapter, as also the pre-

ceding and following, that all these seven vials are vials of

God's wrath on Antichrist ; one is not poured out on the

Jews, another on the Turks, another on Pagans, another on

the church of Rome ; but they all signify God's successive

judgments or plagues on the beast and his kingdom, which is

in this chapter and almost every where in this book, called

great Babylon. And therefore undoubtedly, when it is said,

The sixth Angel poured out his vial on the river JLu/ihratea^ and

the nvatcr thereof ivas dried ufi^ that the nvay of the Kings ofthe

east might be prepared ; by the river Euphrates is meant

something some vv^ay appertaining to this mystical Babylon ;

as that river that ran through Chaldea, called Euphrates, was

something appertaining to the literal Babylon. And it is

very manifest, that here is in the prophecy of this vial an al-

lusion to that by which the way was prepared for the destruc-

tion of Babylon by Cyrus ; which was by turning the channel

of the river Euphrates, which ran through the midst of the

city, whereby the way of the kings of the east, the princes of

Media and Persia, was prepared to come in under the walls of

the city, at each end, where the waters used to run, and des-

troy it ; as they did that night wherein Daniel interpreted the

hand writing on the wall, against Belshazzar, Dan. v. 30.

The prophecies of Babylon's destruction, do from time to

time take notice of this way of destroying her, by drying up

the waters of the river Euphrates, to prepare the way for her

enemies ; Isa. xliv. 27, 28. That ,iaith to the deep y be dry, and

I Ktill dry up thy rivers ; that saith of Cyrus, he is my servant,
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and shall perform all my pleasure. Jer. li. 31, 32. One post shall

run to meet another^ to sheiv the king of Babijlon that hid city i*

taken at one end, and that the passages are stopped, a7id the

reeds they have burnt nvithfire, and the men ofwar are affright"

ed. And verse 36. / will dry up her sea, and make her springif

dry. The Medes and Persians, the people that destroyed

Babylon, dwelt to the eastward of Babylon, and are spoken of

as coming from the east to her destruction ; Isa. xlvi. 11.

Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth

my counsel, from afar country. And the princes that joined

with this ravenous bird from the east, in this affair of destroy-

ing Babylon, are called kings, Jer. li. 11. The Lord hath rais^

ed up the spirit of the kings of the Medes ; for his device is at-

gainst Babylon to destroy it. Ver. 28. Prepare against hear

the nations, with the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof

and the rulers thereof—The drying the channel of the river

Euphrates, to prepare the way for these kings and captains of

the east, to enter into that city, under its high walls was the

last thing done by the besiegers of Babylon, before her actual

destruction : As this sixth vial is the last vial of God's wrath

but one, on the mystical Babylon ; and the effect of it, the

drying up the channel of the river Euphrates, is the last thing

done against it, before its actual destruction by the seventh

vial, and opens the way for those that fight in a spiritual war

against it, speedily to bring on its ruin.

Hence I think it may without dispute be determined, that

by the river Euphrates in the prophecy of this vial, is meant

something appertaining or relating to the mystical Babylon,

or the Antichristian church and kingdom, that serves that, or

is a benefit to it, in a way answerable to that in which the riv-

er Euphrates served old Babylon, and the removal of which

will in like manner prepare the way for her enemies to des-

troy her. And therefore what we have to do in the first place)

in order to find out what is intended by the river Euphrates,

in this prophecy, is to consider how the literal Euphrates

served old Babylon. And it may be noted, that Euphrates

was of remarkable benefit to that city in two respects ; It

served the city as a supply : it was let through the midst of
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the city by an artificial canal, and ran through the midst of

the palace of the king of Babylon ; that part of his palace

called the old palace, standing on one side, and the other part

called the new palace, on the other ; with communications

from one part to another, above the Maters, by a bridge, and

under the waters, by a vaulted or arched passage ; that the

city, and especially the palace, might have the convenience of

its Avatevs, and be plentifully supplied with water. And an-

other way that the waters of Euphrates served Babylon, was

as an impediment and obstacle in the way of- its enemies, to

hinder their access to it to destroy it. For there was a vast

moat round the city, without the walls, of prodigious width

and depth, filled with the water of the river, to hinder the ac-

cess of her besiegers : And at each end of the city, the river

served instead of walls. And therefore v/hen Cyrus had dri-

ed up the river, the moat was emptied, and the channel of the

river under the walls left dry ; and so his way was prepared.

And therefore it is natural to suppose, that by drying up

the waters of the river Euphrates, in the prophecies of the

destruction of the new Babylon, to prepare the way of her

enemies, is meant the drying up her incomes and supplies
;

and the removal of those things that hitherto have been the

chief obstacles in the way of those that in this book are repre-

sented as at war with her and seeking her destruction, spoken

of Rev. xix. 11, to the end, and Chap. xii. 7, that have hindei-

ed their progress and success, or that have been the chief im-

pediments in the way of the Protestant religion. The first

thing is the drying the streams of the wealth of the new Bab-

ylon, the temporal supplies, revenues and vast incomes of the

Romish church, and riches of the Popish dominions. Waters

in scripture language very often signify provision and sup-

plies, both temporal and spiritual; as in Prov. ix. 17. Isa.

Kxxiii. 16....xliii. £0 Iv. I and iviii. 11. Jer. ii. 13 and 18.'

xvii. 8 and IS, and in other places innumerable. The tem-
poral supplies of a people are very often in scripture called

waters; as Isa. v. 13. Therefore 77iy peofile is gofie into caji-

lUrit-iucmd their honorable mai arefaniiUicd, and their mvltitudc
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dried up ivith thirst, i. e. deprived of the supports and supplies

of life. And the drying up the waters of a city or kingdom,

is often used in scripture prophecy, for the depriving them of

their wealth, as the scripture explains itself, Hos. xiii. 15.

" His spring shall become dry, and his fountain shall be dried

up ; he shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant vessels." Isa.

Kv. 6, 7. " The waters of Nimrim shall be desolate ; for the;

hay is withered away ; the grass faileth ; there is no green

thing. Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and that

which they have laid up, shall they carry away to the brook of

the willows." By the brook of the willows there seems to be a

reference to the waters of Assyria or Chaldea, whose streams

abounded with willows (compare Psal. cxxxvii. 2.) So that

the carrying away the treasures of Moab, and adding of them

to the treasures of Assyria, is here represented by the figure

of turning away the waters of Nimrim from the country of

Moab, and adding them to the waters of Assyria, as the

prophecy explains itself. Yea, even in the prophecies of the

destruction of Babylon itself, the depriving her of her treas-

ures, seems to be one thing intended by the drying up of her

waters. This seems manifest by the words of the prophecy

in Jer. 1. 37, 38. " A sword is upon her treasures, and they

shall be robbed ; a drought is upon her waters, and they shall

be dried up." Compared with chap, li, I^. « O thou that

dwellest xipon many waters, abundant in treasures ;" with

ver. 36. " I will dry up her sea, and make her springs dry."

The wealth, revenues and the vast incomes of the church of

Rome, are the waters by which that Babylon has been nour-

ished and supported ; these are the waters which the Popish

clergy and the members of the Romish hierarchy thirst after,

and are continually drinking down, with insatiable appetite ;

and they are waters that have been flowing into that spiritual

city like a great river ; ecclesiastical persons possessing a

very great part of the Popish dominions : As this Babylon is

represented as vastly rich, in this prophecy of the Apocalypse,

especially in the 17th and 18th chapters. These are espe-*

cially the waters that supply the palace of the' king of thi&

new Babylon, viz. the Pope ; as the river Euphrates rar>

Vol. III. 3 M
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through the midst of the palace of the king of old Babylon.

The revenues of the Pope have been like the waters of a great

river, coming into his palace, from innumerable fountains,-

and by innumerable branches and lesser streams, coming,

from many various and distant countries.

This prophecy represents to us two cities very contrary the

one to the other ; viz. New Babylon and the New Jerusalem,

and a river running through the midst of each. The new Je-

rusalem, which signifies the church of Christ, especially in her

best estate, is described as having a river running through the

midst of it, Rev. xxii. 1, 2. This river, as might easily bo

made most evident, by comparing this with abundance of oth-

er scriptures, undoubtedly signifies the divine supplies, and

rich and abundant spiritual incomes and provision of that holy

city. Mr. Lowman, in his late exposition, says, Jt refiresenti

a constant provisionfor the cojnfortable and hafifiy life of all the

inhabitants ofthis city of God. And in his notes on the same

place, observes as follows ;
" Water, (says he) as necessary

to the support of life, and as it contributes in great cities, es-

pecially in hot eastern countries, to the ornament of the place,

and delight of the inhabitants, is a very proper representation

of the enjoyment of all things, both for the support and pleas-

ure of life." As the river that runs through the new Jerusa-

lem, the church of Christ, that refreshes that holy spiritual

society, signifies their spiritual supplies, to satisfy their spirit-

ual thirst ; so the river that runs through the new Babylon,

the Antichristian church, that wicked carnal society, signifies,

according to the opposite character of the city, her worldly,

carnal supplies, to satisfy their carnal desires and thirslings.

This new Jerusalem is called in this book the paradise of

God ; and therefore is represented as having the tree of life

growing in it, Chap. ii. 7, and xxii. 2. And it being describr

ed, as though a river ran through the midst of it, there seems

to be some allusion to the ancient paradise in Eden, of which

we are told that there ran a river through the midst of it to

•water it ; Gen, ii. 10. i. e. to supply the plants of it with nour-

ishment. And this river was this very s.ime river Euphrates,

that afterwards ran through Babylon. And in one and the other.
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5t represented the divers supplies of two opposite cities : In

Eden, it represented the spiritual supplies and wealth of the

true Christian church, in her spiritual advancement and glo-

ry ; and seems to be so made use of Rev. xxii. 1, 2. In the

other it represented the outward carnal supplies of the false

Antichristian church, in her worldly pomp and vain glory,

chap. xvi. 12.

When the waters that supply this mystical Babylon, come

to be dried up in this sense, it will prepare the way for the

enemies of Antichristian corruption, that seek her overthrow.

The wealth of the church of Rome, and of the powers that

support it, is very much its defence. After the streams of

her revenues and riches are dried up, or very greatly dimin-

ished, her walls will be as it were broken down, and she will

become weak and defenceless, and exposed to easy ruin.

When Joab had taken that part of the city of Rabbah, that

was called the city of waters, Avhence the city had its supply

of water, the fountains of the brook Jabbok being probably

there ; and which was also called the royal city, probably be-

cause there the king had his palace and gardens, on the ac-

count of its peculiar pleasantness ; I say, when he had taken

this, the conquest of the rest of the city was easy ; his mes-

sage to David implies that the city now might be taken at

pleasure, 2 Sam. xii. 27, 28. It is possible that by the pour-

ing out of the sixth vial to dry up the river of the mystical

Babylon, there may be something like the taking the city of

waters in Rabbah ; some one of the chief of the Popish pow-

ers, that has been the main strength and support of the Popish

cause, or from whence that chuixh has its chiei" supplies, may
be destroyed, or converted, or greatly reduced. But this,

events must determine.

In the prophecies of Egypt's destruction, it is signified, that

when their rivers and waters should be dried up, in that sense,

that the streams of their temporal supplies should be averted

from them, their defence would be gone ; Isa. xix. 4, Sec.

" The Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord ;

and the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be

wasted and dried up, and the brooks of defence shall be emgi-
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tied and dried up, and the reeds and flags shall wither ; every

thing sown by the brooks shall wither : The fishers also shall

mourn."

Those whose way was prepared to come in and destroy

Babylon, by the drying up the river of Euphrates, Avere the

army that was at war wiih Babylon, Cyrus the king, and his

host, that sought her overthrow : So there seems to be all

reason to suppose, that those whose way wiU be prepared to

come in and dcslFoy mystical Babylon, by drying up the mys-

tical Euphrates, are that king and ai*my that are in this book

of Revelation represented as at war with Antichrist. And
what king and army that is, we may see in chap. xii. 7, and

?;ix. 1 1, to the end : Michael the king of angels, and his an-

gels ; he whose name is called the word of God, and that has

on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of Kings,

and Lord of Lords; and the heavenly armies that follow him,

clothed in fine linen, white and clean. Cyrus the chief of

the kings of the east, tliat destroyed Babylon, and redeemed

God's church from thence, and restored Jerusalem, seems in

that particular affair very manifestly to be spoken of as a type

of Christ ; God calls him his shepherd, to perform his pleas-

tire, to say to Jerusalem, thou shalt be built, and to the tem-

ple, thy foundation shall be laid, Isa. xliv. 28. God calls him

his Messiah ; chap. xlv. 1. " Thus saith the Lord to his an-

ointed (in the original, to his Messiah) to Cyrus." He is

spoken of as one that God had raised up in righteousness, that

he might build his city, and freely redeem his captives, or let

them go without price or reward, chap. xlv. 13. He is said

to be one w..'om God had loved, chap, xlviii. 14. In like

manner us the Messiah is said to be God's elect, in whom his

soul cklighteth. As by Babylon, in the Revelation, is meant

that Antichristian society that is typified by old Babylon ; so

by the kings of the cast, that should destroy this Antichristian

church, must be meant those enemies of it that were typified

by Cyrus and other chieftains of the east, that destroyed old

Babylon ; viz. Christ, who Avas bom, lived, died and rose in the

east together with those spiritual princes that follow him, the

principalities and powers in heavenly places, and those minis-
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tevs and saints that are kings and priests, and shall reign on

earth ; especially those leaders and heads of God's people,

those Christian ministers and magistrates, that shall be dis-

tinguished as public blessings to his church, and chief instru-

ments of the overthrow of Antichrist.

As the river Euphrates served the city of Babylon as a sup-

ply, so as it also wns before observed, it served as an impedi-

ment or obstacleto hinder the access of its enemies: As there

was a vast moat round the city, filled with the water of the riv-

er, which was left empty when Euphrates was dried up. And
therefore we may suppose that another thing meant by the

effect of the sixth vial, is the removal of those things which

hitherto have been the chief obstacles in the way of the pro-

gress of the true religion, and the victory of the church of

Christ over her enemies : Which have been the corrupt doc-

trines and practices that have prevailed in Protestant coun-

tries and the doubts and difficulties that attend many doc-

trines of the true religion, and the many divisions and conten-

tions that subsist among Protestants. The removal of those

would wonderfully prepare the way for Christ and his armies,

to go forward and prevail against their enemies, in a glorious

propagation of true religion. So that this vial which is to pre-

pare the way for Christ and his people, seems to have respect

to that remarkable preparing the way for Christ, by levelling

mountains, exalting valleys, drying up rivers, and removing

stumbling blocks, which is often spoken of in the prophecies,

as what shall next precede the church's latter day glory ; as

Isa. xlii. 13, &c. " The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man ;

he shall stir up jealousy as a man of war ; he shall prevail

against his enemies. I will make waste mountains and hills,

and dry up all their herbs ; and I will make the rivers islands,

and I will dry up the pools ; and I will bring the blind by a

way that they knew not, and I will lead them in paths that

they have not known ; I will make darkness light before

them, and crooked things straight : These things will I do

unto them and not forsake them." Chap. xl. 3, 4, 5. " Pre-

pare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert an

Jiighway for our God ; Every valley shall be exalted, and
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•every mountain and hill shall lie made low, and the crooked

shall be made straig;ht and rough places plain ; and the {jlory

of the Lord shall be revealed, and ail flesh shall see it togeth-

er." Chap. xi. 15, 10. " And the Lord shall utterly destroy

the tongue of the Egyptian sea, and with his mighty wind shall

he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the

seven streams thereof, and make men go over dry shod : And
there siiall be an high way for the remnant of his people

which shall be left, from Assyria, like as it was to Israel, in the

clay that he came out of the land of Egypt." Chap. Ivii. 14.

" Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stum-

bling block out of the way of my people." And chap. Ixii.

lO. " Go through, go through the gates
;
prepare yc the way

of the people ; cast up, cast up the high way ; gather out the

stones ; lift up a standard for the people." Zech. x. 10, 11,

12. " I will bring- them again also out of the land of Egypt,

and gather them out of Assyria ; and I will bring them into

the landof Gilcad and Lebanon ; and place shall not be found

for them. And he shall pass through the sea with affliction,

and shall smite the waves of the sea ; and all the deeps of the

river shall dry up : And the pride of Assyria shall be brought

down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away : And I will

.•strengthen them in the Lord, and they shall walk up and

down in his name, saith the Lord." And it is worthy to be

remarked that as Cyrus' destroying Babylon, and letting go

God's captives from thence, and restoring Jerusalem, is cer-

tainly typical of Christ's destroying mystical Babylon, and de-

livering his people from her tyranny, and gloriously building

up the spiritual Jerusalem in the latter days ; so God's pre-

paring Cyrus's way, by drying up the river Euphrates, ia

spoken of in terms like those that are used in those prophe-

cies that have been mentioned, to signify the preparing

Christ's way, when he shall come to accomplish the latter

event. Thus God says concerning Cyrus, Isa. xlv. 2. " I

will go before thee, and make crooked places straight." And

Ter. 13. "I will direct, or make straight (as it is in the mar-

gin) all his ways." This is like chap. xl. 2, 4. " Prepare ye

the way of the Lord ; make straight in the desert an highway
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for our God. The crooked things shall be made straight."

Chap. xlii. 16. " I will make darkness light before them, and-

crooked things straight."

If any should object against understanding the river Eu-

phrates in Rev. xvi. 12, as signifying what has been sup-"

posed, that when mention is made of the river Euphrates,

in another place in this prophecy, it is manifesly not so to be

understood, viz. in chapter ix. 14. " Saying to the sixth an-

gel which had the trumpet, loose the four angels which are

bound in the great river Euphrates ; and that there is no rea-

son to understand the river Euphrates in the vision of the

sixth vial, as signifying something diverse from what is meant

by the same river in the vision of the sixth trumpet ;

I answer, That there appears to me to be good reason for

•a diverse understanding of the river Euphrates in these two

different places : The diversity of the scene of the vision, and

of the kind of representation, in those two divers parts of this

prophecy, naturally leads to it, and requires it. It is in this

book as it is in the Old Testament ; when the river Euphra-

tes is spoken of in the Old Testament, both in the histories

and prophecies, it is mentioned with regard to a twofold rela-

tion of that river ; viz. 1st. With regard to its relation to

Babylon. And as it was related to that, it was something be-

longing to that city, as its defence and supply, as has been

represented. Thus the river Euphrates is spoken of in many
places that have been already observed, and others that might

be mentioned. 2dly. This river is spoken of with regard to

its relation to the Land of Israel, God's visible people. And
as it was related to that, it was its eastern boundary. It is so

spoken of Gen. xv. 18. Exod. xy/iii. 31. Deut. i. 7, and xi.

24. Josh. i. 4. 2 Sam. viii. 5. 1 Chron. xviii. 3. 1 Kings

iv. 21. Ezra iv. 20. Agreeable to this diverse respect or re-

lation of this river, under which it is mentioned in the Old

Testament, so must Ave understand it differently in different

parts of the prophecy of this book of revelation, according a9

the nature and subject of the vision requires. In the 16th

chapter where the prophecy is about Babylon, and the vision

is of God's plagues on Babylon, preparing the way for her de-
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struclion, there, when the river Euphrates is -mentioned, \v*

are naturally and necessarily led to consider it as something

belonging to Babylon, appertaining to the mystical Babylon,

as Euphrates did to old Babylon. But we cannot understand

it so in the 9th chapter, for there the prophecy is not about

Babylon. To mention Euphrates there, as something belong-

ing to Babylon, would have been improper ; for the nature of

the vision, and prophetical representation, did not lead to it,

nor allow it. John had had no vision of Babylon ; that kind

of representation had not been made to him ; there is not a

word said about Babylon until we come to the second part of

this prophecy, after John had the vision of the second book,

and Christ had said to him. Thou must firefihesy again before

peoples, and nations^ and kings, chap. xi. The scene of the

vision, in the former part of the prophecy, had been more es-

pecially the land of Israel ; and the vision is concerning twa

sorts of persons there, vir. Those of the tribes of Israel that

had the seal of God in their foreheads, and those wicked apos-

tate Israelites that had not this mark. Compare chap. vii.

3 8, and chap. ix. 4. The vision in this 9th chapter is of

God's judgments on those of the tribes of Israel, or in the land

of Israel, which had not the seal of God in their foreheads.

And therefore when mention is made, ver. 14, of a judgment

coming on them from the river Euphrates, this river is here

spoken of in the former respect viz. with regard to its rela-

tion to the land of Israel, as its eastern border ; and there-

by we must imderstand that God would bring some terrible

calamity on Christendom from its eastern border, as he did

when the Turks were let loose on Christendom.

If these things that have been spoken of, are intended in

the prophecy of the sixth vial, it affords, as I conceive, great

reason to hope that the beginning of that glorious work of

God's Spirit, which, in the progress and issue of it, will over-

throw Antichrist, and introduce the glory of the latter days, is

not very far off. •

Mr. Lowman has, I think, put it beyond all reasonable

doubt, that the fifth vial was poured out in the time of the re-

formation. It also appears satisfy ingly, by his late exposi-
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tion, that take one vial with another, it has not been two hun-

dred y2ars from the beginning of one vial to the beginning of

another, but about one hundred and eighty years. But it is

now about two hundred and twenty years since the fifth vial

began to be poured ; and it is a long time since the main ef-

fects of it have been finished. And therefore if the sixth vial

has not already begun to be poured out, it may well be speed-

ily expected.

But with regard to the first thing that I have supposed to

be signified by the effect of this vial, viz. The drying up the

fountains and streams of the wealth and temporal incomes

and supplies of the Antichristian church and territories, I

would propose it to consideration, "whether or no many things

that have come to pass within these twenty years ^ast, may
not be looked upon as prob?lble beginnings of a fulfilment of

this prophecy. Particularly what the kings of Spain and Por-

tugal did some years since, when displeased with the Pope,

forbidding any thenceforward going to Rome for investitures,

&c. thereby cutting off two great streams of the Pope's wealth,

from so great and rich a part of the Popish world ; and its be*

coming so frequent a thing of late for Popish princes, in their

wars, to make bold with the treasure of the church, and to tax

the clergy within their dominions, as well as laity ; or, which

is equivalent, to oblige them to contribute great sums, under

the name of a free gift ; and also the late peeling and impov-

erishing the Pope's temporal dominions in Italy, by the arm-

ies of the Austrians, Neapolitans and Spaniards, passing and

repassing through them, and living so much at discretion in

them, of which the Pope has so loudly complained, and in

vain ; receiving nothing but menaces, when he has objected

against giving liberty for the like passage, for the ftiture.

These things make it hopeful that the time is coming when
the princes of Europe, the ten hoins, shall hate the vrhore,

and make her desolate and naked, and eat her flesh ; as

Rev. xvii. 16, which will prepare the way for what next fol-

lows, her being burnt with fire ; even as the sixth vial pour-

ed out, to consume the supplies of Antichrist, and strip him
naked of his wealth, and as it were to pick his flesh off from his

Vol. III. 5 N
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bones, will make way for what next follows, the seventh viaK

that will consume Antichrist by the fierceness of God's

wrath.

Besides these things that have been already mentioned, are

also worthy to be considered the things that have lately hap-

pened to dry lip the fountains and streams of the wealth of the

Anlichristian donunions : As, the so far ruining the trade of

France and Spain, that are the two chief Popish kingdoms, the

main support of the Popish cause, and from whence the king-

dom of Antichrist has had of late its main supplies. The al-

most miraculous taking of CapeBreton,in the year 1 745,where-

by was dried up one of the main sources of the wealth of the

kingdom ofFrance ; and the no less,but yet more wonderful dis-

appointment of the French, in their great attempt to repossess

themselves of it, and the confounding of their great Armada,

under the duke D'Anville, by a most visible hand of God a-

gainst them, the last year ; and in now again baffling a second

attempt of our obstinate enemies, this year, by delivering up

their men of war, with their warlike forces and stores, in their

way to America, into the hands of the English Admirals, An-

son and Warren : The strange and unaccountable consuming

of the great magazines of the French Eastindia company, at

Port L'Orient, with their magnificent buildings, the last year ;

and its so wonderfully coming to pass, that scarce any thing

of the great stores there laid up, was saved out of the

flames ; the awful destruction, by an earthquake, the last

year, of that great and rich city of Lima, the centre of the

South sea trade, and the capital of Peru, the richest country

in the world, from whence conies more of its silver and gold

than any other country, from whence Spain is principally

supplied with its wealth, and where the French had a great

trade ; the destruction of the city being attended with the de-

struction of all the ships in the harbor, which were dashed in

pieces as it were in a moment, by the immediate hand of

God ; many of which were doubtless laden with vast treas-

ures. I might have mentioned the taking of Porto Bello, not

long before this, by a very small force, though a place of very

great strength, where the Spanish galleons used principally
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to go, to carry the wealth of Peru to Spaui. Besides the tak-

ing from the French and Spaniards so many of their ships,

laden with vast riches, trading to the south seas, the East and

Westindies, and the Levant.

And here it is especially worthy of notice, that when the

French seemed to have gotten so great an advantage of the

English factory at Madrass, they were so frustrated of the

benefit and gains they expected by it, by the hand of heaven

against them, immediately pursueing the conquei'ors with

tempest, wrecking their ships laden with our spoils ; and after

that, delivering up into the hands of the English their East-

india fleet, with their stores and immense treasures, intended

for the confirming to themselves the advantage they seemed

to have gained by the forementioned conquest : At the same

instant, also delivering into our hands their strong force in-

tended for the regaining that great fountain of their wealth,

which they had lost at Cape Breton. And since that, deliver-

ing into the hands of Sir Peter Warren so great a part of their

vast and rich fleet from the Westindies.

And one thing with relation to the taking of Cape Breton,

thougliit may seem trivial, yet I do not think to be altogether

inconsiderable in the present case ; and that is, that hereby

the Antichristian dominions are deprived of a very great part

of their fish, which makes no small part of the food and sup-

port of Popish countries ; theirsuper stition forbidding them to

eat any flesh for near a third part of the year. This they

were supplied with much more from Cape Breton, than any

place in the world in the possession of Papists. And the con-

tention of France with the Dutch, deprives them of most of

their supply of this sort, which they had elsewhere. When
the prophet Isaiah foretells the depriving Egypt of its wealth

and temporal supplies, under the figure of drying up their

rivers, this is particularly mentioned, that they should be de-

prived of their fish. Isa. xix. 4, &c. " And the Egyptians

will I give over into the hand of a cruel Lord. And the waters

shall fail from the sea, and the rivers shall be wasted and dried

tip ; and they shall turn the rivers far away, and the brooks

of defence shall be emptied and dried up. The fiishers alsp
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shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the brooks shall

lament, and they that spread nets upon the waters shall lan-

guish." This is expressed in the prophecies of drying up

the waters, i. e. the supplies of Egypt ; and this probably is

implied in the prophecies of drying up the waters of that city

that is spiritually called Egypt, And it may be noted, that this

is not only a supply that the church of Antichrist has literally

out of the waters, but is that part of their temporal supply

which is eminently the supply and food of their Antichrist-

ian superstition, or which their Popish religion makes neces-

sary for them.

These things duly considered, I imagine afford us ground

to suppose, not only that the effect of this sixth vial is already

begun, but that some progress is already made in it, and that

this vial is now running apace. And when it shall be finish-

ed, there is all reason to suppose that the destruction of An-
tichrist will very speedily follow ; and that the two last vials

will succeed one another more closely than the other vials.

When once the river Euphrates was dried up, and Cyrus's

way v/as prepared, he delayed not, but immediately entered

into the city to destroy it. Nor is it God's mann«r, when

once his way is prepared, to delay to deliver his church and

shew mercy to Zion. When once impediments are remov-

ed, Christ will no longer remain at a distance, but will be like

a roe or a young hart, coming swiftly to the help of his peo-

ple. When that cry is made, Isa. Ivii. 14. " Cast ye up, cast

ye up, prepare the way, Sec. The high and lofty one that in-

habits eternity, is represented as very near to revive the spirit

of the contrite, and deliver his people with whom he had been

wroth," Ver. 15, to llie end. When that cry is made Isa. xl.

" Prepare yc the way of the Lord, make straight in the de-

sert an highway for our God ; every valley shall be exalted,"

Sec. God t( lis his church, that her tvarfare is accomjilishcdy a?id

the time (0 cowfort her is come^ and that the glory of the Lord

TiO'w shall be revealed, and all Jlcsh see it together, ver. 1 5.

And agreeably to these things, Christ, on the pouring out the

sixth vial, suys, Beheld I conies Rev. xvi. 15. The sixth vial

is the forerunner of the seventh and last, to prepare its way.
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The angel that pours out this vial is the harbinger of Christ

;

and when the harbinger is come, the king is at hand. John

the Baptist, that was Christ's harbinger, who came to level

mountains and fill up valleys, proclaimed, The kingdom of

heaven is at hand ; and tuhen he had prepared Christ's way,

then the Lord suddenly came into his temple, even the messenger

of the covenant, Mai. iii. I,

It is true, that we do not know how long this vial may con-

tinue running, and so Christ's way preparing, before it is fully

prepared : But yet if there be reason to think the effect of

this vial is begun, or is near, then there is reason also to think

that the beginning of that great work of God's spirit, in reviving

of religion, which, before it is finished, will issue in Anti-

christ's ruin, is not far off. For it is pretty manifest, that the

beginning of this work will accompany the sixth vial. For

the gathering together of the armies on both sides, on the

side of Christ and Antichrist, to that great battle that shall is-

sue in the overthrow of the latter, will be under this vial ;

(compare Rev. xvi. 12, IS, 14, with chapter xix. 11, to the end)

And it is plain that Christ's manifesting himself, and wonder-

fully appearing after long hiding himself to plead his own
and his people's cause, and riding forth against his enemies

in a glorious manner, and his people's following him in pure

linen, or the practice of righteousness and pure religion, will

be the thing that will give the alarm to Antichrist, and cause

him to gather that vast host to make the utmost opposition.

But this alarm and gathering together is represented as be-

ing under the sixth vial. So that it will be a great revival,

and mighty progress of true religion under the sixth vial, em-
inently threatening the speedy and utter overthrow of Satan's

kingdom on earth, that will so mightily rouse the old serpent,

to exert himself with such exceeding violence, in that great-

est conflict and struggle that ever he had uiih Christ and the

Church, since the world stood.

All the seven vials bring terrible juds;nients xipon Anti-

christ ; but there seems to be something disiinguishing of the

three last, the fifth, sixth and seventh, viz. That they more
directly tend to the overthrow of lus kingdom, and accordingly
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racli of them is attended with a great reviving of rclii^ion. The
fifth vial was attended \rith such a revival, Rnd reformatiork,

that greatly weakened and diminished the throne or kingdom

of the hcast, and went far towards its ruin. It seems as

though the sixth vial should be nnicli more so ; for it is the

distinguishing note of this vial, that it is the preparatory vial,

•which more than any other vial prepares the way for Christ's

coming to destroy the kingdom of Antichrist, and set up his

own kingdom in the world. A great outpouring of the Spirit

accompanied that dispensation that was preparatory to Christ's

coming in his pul)lic ministry, in the days of his iksli : So,

much more, will a great outpouring of the Spirit accompany

the dispensation that will be preparatory to Christ's coming-

in his kingdom.

And besides those things which belong to the preparation of

Christ's way, which are so often represented by levelling

mountains, drying up rivers, Sec. viz. The unravelling iniricar

cies, and removing diffjcullies attending Christian doctrines,

the distinguishing l)ct\veen true religion and its false appear-

ances, the detecting and exploding errors and corrupt princi-

ples, .and the reforming the wicked lives of professors, which

have been the chief stumbling blocks and obstacles that have

hitherto hindered the progress of true religion ; I say, these

things, which seem to belong to this preparatory vial, are the

proper work of the Spirit of God, promoting and advancing di-

vine light and true piety, and can be the effect of nothing else.

And that the begim.ing of that glorious work of God's Spir-

it, which shall finally bring on the church's latter day glory,

will accompany that other effect of this vial, A'iz. The turning

the streams of the wealth of the world, the bringing its treas-

ures, and the gains of its trade and navigation, into the true

I'rotestant church of Christ, seems very manifest, because this

very effect is spoken of as that which shall be at the begin-

ning of tliis glorious work. Isa. Ix. 8, 9. " Who are these

that fly as a cloud, and as doves to their windows ? Surely the

Isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish.y?r5/, to

hrirg thy sons from far, their silver and gold with them, unto

the name of the 1-ord thy God, and iq t'ue I'oly one of Israej.
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because he hath glorified thee." So that it is to be hoped

that before this effect of this vial, which is now probably be-

gun, is at an end, the Spirit of God will so influence the hearts

of Protestants, that they will be disposed to devote to the ser-

vice of God the silver and gold they take from their Popish

enemies, and the gains of their trade and navigation, both to

the East and Westindies, so that their merchandize and hire

shall be holiness to the Lord.

Agreeably to what has been supposed, that an extraordin.i-

ry outpouring of the Spirit of God is to accompany this sixth

vial ; so the beginning of a work of extraordinary awakening

has already attended the probable beginning of this vi;;l ; and

has been continued in one place or other, for many years past

;

although it has been, in some places, mingled with much en-

thusiasm, after the manner of things in their first beginnings,

unripe, and mixed with miich crudity. But it is to I)e hoped

a far more pure, extensive and glorious revival of religion is

not far off, which will more properly be the beginning of that

work, which in its issue shall overthrow the kingdom of Anti-

christ, and of Satan through the world. But God will be in-

quired of for this, by the house of Israel, to do it for them.

Ans. 5. If notwithstanding all that I have said, it be still

judged that there is sufficient reason to determine that the ru-

in of Antichrist is at a very great distance, and if all that I

have said, as arguing that there is reason to hope that the be-

ginning of that glorious revival of religion, which in its con-

tinuance and progress will destroy the kingdom of Antichrist

is not very far off, be judged to be of no force
; yet it will not

follow that our complying with what is proposed to us in the

late memorial from Scotland, will be in vain, or not followed

with such spiritual blessings, as will richly recompense the

pains of such extaordinary prayer for the Holy Sphit, and the

revival of religion. If (k)d does not grant that greatest of all

effusions of his Spirit, so soon as we desire, yet we shall have

the satisfaction of a consciousness of our having employed

ourselves in a manner that is certainly agreeable to Christ's

will and frequent coniniands, in being much in prayer for this

mercy, and much more in it than has heretofore been com-
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mon with Christians : And there will be all reason lo hope,

that we shall receive some blessed token of his acceptance.

If the fall of mystical Babylon, and the work of God's Spirit

that shall bring it to pass, be at several hundred years distance,

yet it follows not that there will be no happy revivals of re-

ligion before that time, that shall be richly worth the most

diligent, earnest and constant praying for.

I would say something to one Objection more, and then

hasten to the conclusion of this discourse.

Objkct. VI. Some may be ready to object. That what is

proposed in this memorial is a new thing, such as never was

put in practice in the church of God befor.e.

Ans. If there be something circumstantially new in it,

this cannot be a sufficient objection. The duty of prayer is no

new duty : For many of God's people expressly to agree, as

touching something they shall ask in prayer, is no new thing :

For God's people to agree on circumstances of time and place

for united prayer, according to their own discretion is no new
thing : For many, in different places, to agree to offer up ex-

trpordinary prayers to God, at the same time, as a token of their

union, is no new thing ; but has been commonly practiced in

the appointment of days of fasting and prayer for special mer-

cies. And if the people of God should engage in the duty of

prayer, for the coming of Christ's kingdom, in a new man-

ner in that respect, that they resolve they will not be

so negligent of this duty, as has been common with profes-

sors of religion heretofore, but will be more frequent and

fervent in it ; this would be such a new thing as ought to

be, and would be only to reform a former negligence. AncV

for the people of God in various parts of the world, visibly,

and by express agreement, to unite for this extraoi'dinary

prayer, is no more than their duty, and no more than w hat it

is foretold the people of God should actually do, before the

time comes of the church's promised glory on earth. And
if this be a duty, then it is a duty to come into some method

to render this practicable : But it is not practicable (as was

shewn before) but by this method, or some other equivalent.
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THE CONCLUSION.

AND now, upon the Avhole, I desire every serious Christian,

that may read this discourse, calmly and deliberately to con-

sider whether he can excuse himself from complying with

what has beep proposed to us and requested of us, by those

ministers of Christ in Scotland, that are the authors of tho

late memorial. God has stirred up a part of his church, in a

distant part of the world, to be in an extraordinary manner

seeking and crying to him, that he would appear to fiu'or Zion^

as he has promised. And they are applying themselves to

us, to join with them ; and make that very proposal (o U3, that

is spoken of in ray text, and in like manner and circumstanc-

es. The members of one church, in one country, are com-
ing to others, in other distant countries, saying, " Let us

go speedily and constantly to pray before the Lord, and to

seek the Lord of hosts." Will it not become us readily to say
« I will go also" ? What these servants of Christ ask of us,

is not silver or gold, or any of our outward substance, or that

we would put ourselves to any cost, or do any thing that will

be likely to expose us to any remarkable trouble, difficulty or
suffering in our outward interest ; but only that we would
help together with them, by our prayers to God, for the great-
est mercy in the world ; and tliat a mercy which as much
concerns us as them ; for the glory of their Lord and ours,
for the great advancement of our common interest and happi-
ness, and the happiness of our fellow creatures throu.<»-h all

nations
; a mercy, which, at this day especially, there is great

need of; a mercy, which, we in this land do stand iri particu-
lar need of; a mercy which the word of God requires us to
make the subject matter of our prayers, above all other mer-
cies, and gives us more encouragement to pray earnestly and
unitedly to him for, than any other mercy ; and a mercy,
which the providence of God towards the world of mankind,
at this day, docs loudly caii the people of God to pray for. I
think, we cannot reasonably doubt but that these ministers
have acted a part becoming discipjes of the great Messiah,
Vol. III. 3 o
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and ministers of his kingdom, and have done the will of God,

according to his word, in setting forward such an affair at this

day, and in proposing it to us. And therefore I desire it

may be considered, whether we shall not really sin against

God, in refusing to comply with their proposal and request,

or in neglecting it, and turning it by, with but little notice and

attention ; therein disregarding that which is truly a call of

God to us.

The ministers that make this proposal to us are no Sepa-

ratists or schismatics, promoters of no public disorders, nor of

any wildness or extravagance in matters of religion ; but are

quiet and peaceable members and ministers of the church of

Scotland, that have lamented the late divisions and breaches

of that church. If any shall say, that they are under no ad-

vantage to judge of their character, but must take it on trust

from others, because they conceal their names ; in answer to

this, I would say, that I presume that no sober person will

say that he has any reason to suspect tjiem, to be any other

than gentlemen of honest intention. Be sure there is no ap-

pearance of any thing else, but an upright design in their pro-

posal : And that they have not mentioned their names, is an

argument of it. It may well be presumed, from the manner

of their expressing themselves, in the memorial itself, that

they concealed their names from that, which perhaps may be

called an excess of modesty ; choosing to be at the greatest

distance from appearing to set forth themselves to the view of

the world, as the heads of a great affair, and the first project-

ors and movers of something extraordinary, that they desire

should become general, and that God's people in various dis-

tant parts of the world should agree in. And therefore, they

are moreover careful to tell us, that they do not propose the

affair, as now setting it on foot, but as a thing already set on

foot ; and do not tell us who first projected and moved it. The
proposal is made to us in a very proper and prudent manner,

with all appearance of Christian modesty and sincerity, and

with a very prudent guard against any thing that looks like

superstition, or whatsoever might entangle a tender con-

science ; and far from any appearance of a design to promote
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any particular party or denomination pf Christians, in opposi-

tion to others ; but with all appearance of the contrary, in

their charitable request, that none would by any means con-

ceive of any such thing to be in their view, and that all, of all

denominations, and opinions concerning the late religious

commotions, would join with them, in seeking the common
interest of the kingdom of Christ. And therefore I think,

none can be in the way of their duty, in neglecting a pro-

posal in itself excellent, and that which they have reason to

think is made with upright intentions, merely because the

proposers modestly conceal their names. I do not see how

any serious person, that has an ill opinion of late religious

stirs, can have any color of reason to refuse a compliance with

this proposal, on that account : The more disorders, extrava-

gancies and delusions of the devil have lately prevailed, the

more need have we to pray earnestly to God, for his Ploly

Spirit to promote true religion, in opposition to the grand de-

ceiver, and all his works ; and the more such prayer as is pro-

posed, is answered, the more effectually will all that is con-

trary to sober and pure religion, be extirpated and exploded.

One would think that every one that favors the dust of Zi-

on, when he hears that God is stirring up a considerable num-
ber of his ministers and people, to unite in extraordinary

prayer, for the revival of religion and advancement of his

Kingdom, should greatly rejoice on this occasion. If we lay

to heart the pi'esent calamities of the church of Christ, and

long for that blessed alteration that God has promised, one

would think it should be natural to rejoice at the appearance

of something in so dark a day, that is so promising a token.

Would not our friends that were lately in captivity at Canada,

that earnestly longed for deliverance, have rejoiced to have

heard of any thing that seemed to forebode the approach of

their redemption ? And particularly may we not suppose that

such of them as were religious persons, would greatly have

rejoiced to have understood that there was stirred up in God's

people an extraordinary spirit of prayer for their redemption ?

And I do not know why it would not be as natural for us to

rejoice at the like hopeful token of the redemption of Zion,
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if wc made her interest our o\Yn, and preferred Jerusalem

above our chiefjoy.

If we are indeed called of God to comply with the proposal

now made to us, then kt me beseech all that do sincerely

love the interest of real Christianity, notwithstanding any di-

versity of opinion, and former disputes, now to unite in this

aflair, with one heart and voice : And let us go speedily to

pray before the Lord. There is no need that one should

wait for another. If we can get others, that are our neigh-

bors, to join with us, and so can conveniently spend the quar-

terly seasons with praying societies, this is desirable ; but if

not,' why should we wholly neglect the duty proposed ? Why
should not we perform it by ourselves, uniting in heart and

practice, as far as we are able, with those who, in distant places,

are engaged in that duty at that time ?

If it be agreeable to the mind and wiil of God, that we should

comply with the memorial, by praying for the coming of

Christ's kingdom, in the manner therein proposed, then

doubtless it is the duty of all to comply with the memorial, in

that respect also, viz. in endeavoring, as far as in us lies, to

promote others' joining in such prayer, and to render this

union and agreement as extensive as may be. Private Christ-

ians may have many advantages and opportunities for this ;

but especially ministers, inasmuch as they not only are by of-

fice overseers of Vifhole congregations of God's people, and

iheir guides, in matters of religion, but ordinarily have a far

more extensive acquaintance and influence abroad, than pri-

vate Christians in common have.

And I hope that such as are convinced that it is their duty

to comply with, and encourage this design, will remember

that we ought not only to go speedily to pray before the Lord,

and to seek this mercy, but also to go constantly. We should

unite in our practice those two things, which our Saviour

\mites in his precept, /iraj/m.§- and notfainting. Ifwe should

continue some years, and nothing remarkable in Providence

should appear, as though Cod heard and answered, we should

act very unbecoming believers, if we should therefore begin

to be disheartened, and grow dull and slack, in our seeking of
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God so great a mercy. It is very apparent frosn the word of

God, that God is wont often to try the faith and patience of

his people, when crying to him for some great and important

mercy, by withholding the mercy sought, for a season, and

not only so, but at first to cause an increase of dark appear-

ances ; and yet, v/ithout fail, at last, to succeed those who

continue instant in prayer with all perseverance, and will not

let God go except he blesses. It is now proposed that this

extraordinary united prayer should continue for seven years,

from November, 1746. Perhaps some that appear forward

to engage, may begin to think the time long, before the sev-

en years are out ; and may account it a dull story, to go on,

for so long a time, praying in this extraordinary method,

while all yet continues dark and dead,without any dawnings of

the wished for light, or new promising appearance in Provi-

dence of the near approach of the desired mercy. But let it

be considered, whether it will not be a poor business, if our

faith and patience is so short winded, taut we cannot be wil-

ling to wait upon God one seven years, in a way of taking this

little pains, in seeking a mercy so infinitely vast. For my
part, I sincerely wish and hope that there may not be an ehd

of extraordinary united prayer, among God's people, for the

effusions of the blessed Spirit, when the seven years are end-

ed ; but that it will be continued, either in this method, or

some other, by a new ^agreement, that will be entered into,

with greater engagedness, and more abundant alacrity, than

this is ; and that extraordinary united prayer for such a mer-

cy will be further propagated and extended, than it can be

expected to be in one seven years. But yet at the same time

I hope God's people, that unite In this agreement, will sec

some tokens for good, before these seven years are out, that

shall give them to see, that God has not said to the seed of

Jacob, seek ye me in vain ; and shall serve greatly to animate

and encourage them to go on in united prayers for the ad-

vancement of Christ's kingdom, with increasing fervency.

But whatever our hopes may be in this respect, we must be
content to be ignorant of the times and seasons, which the

'^ather hath put in his own power ; and must be willing that
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God should answer prayer, and fulfil his own glorious proncv-

ises,in his own lime ; rcniembeving such instructions, counsels

and promises of the word of God as these, Psal. xxvii. 14.

"Wait on theLord,bc of good courap!;c, and he shall strengthen

thine heart ; wait I say on the Lord." Hab. ii. 3, 4. "For the vis-

ion is yet for an appointed time ; but in the end it shall speak

and not lie : Though it tarry, wait for it ; because it -will

surely come, it will not tarry." Mich. vii. 7. " I will look

imto the Lord, I will wait for the God of my salvation : My
God will hear me." Isa. xxv. 8, 9. " God will wipe away

tears from off all faces, and the rebuke of his people shall he

lake away from oft' all the earth ; for the Lord hath spoken

it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God ! We
h.ave waited for him, and he will save us : This is Jehovah I

We have waited fur him, we will be glad and rejoice in his

salvation." Amen.
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