
A N

ACCOUNT
OF THBLIFE

OF THE REVEREND

DAVID BEAINERD,
MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL ; MISSIONARY TO THE INDIANS

FROM THE HONORABLE SOCIETY, IN SCOTLAND, FOR

THE PROPAGATION OF CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE ;

AND PASTOR OF A CHURCH OF CHRIST-

IAN INDIANS IN NEWJERSEY.

IV/io died at Northampton, in Aemengland, October 9ih,

1747, in the SOth year ifhis age.

CHIEFiY TAKEN FROM HIS OWN DIARY, AND OTHER PRIVATE

WRITINGS, WRITTEN FOR HIS OWN USE.



ADVERTISEMENT.

THE particular account, given in this book,

of Mr. Brainerd, save that part which relates to

his last exercises and his death, we have been con-

strained to omit. This omission is not only a mat-

ter of necessity, as we had not room for the entire

account, but we think of propriety, as it consists al-

most wholly of extracts from Mr. Brain erd's Dia-

ry, and in his own words. A few brief remarks

are indeed interspersed by Mr. Edwards, to con-

nect the extracts, and give the whole the cast of a

continued Narrative. But the account taken at

large is too much of a mere compilation to be num-

bered properly among his works. It will not be

possible we confess to feel the pertinency and weight

of the Reflections which Mr. Edwards has made

on these memoirs, so sensibly as if they had been

just read, as in fact they are supposed to have been.

But if the reader will consider what we have insert-

ed, as a specimen of Mr. Brainerd's views, ex-

ercises and efforts, as a Christian, a Preacher and a

Missionary, as detailed through more than two hun-

dred preceding pages, he will not be badly prepared

to peruse the Reflections.

Vos,. III.



CLOSING SCENE OF THE LIFE

<>*• THE

REV. DAVID BRAINEED<

JMr. BRAINERD, before he left Boston,

had occasion to bear a very full, plain, and open testimony

against that opinion, that the essence of saving faith lies in be-

lieving that Christ died for me in particular, and that this is

the first act of faith in a true believer's closing with Christ....

JJe did it in a long conference he had with a gentleman, that

has very publicly and strenuously appeared to defend that

tenet. He had this discourse with him in the presence of a

number of considerable persons, who came to visit Mr. Brain-

erd before he left the town, and to take their leave of him. In

which debate he made this plain declaration, at the same time

confirming what he said by many arguments, that the essence

of saving faith was wholly left out of that definition of saving

faith which that gentleman has published ; and that the faith

•which he had defined, had nothing of God in it, nothing above

nature, nor indeed above the power of the devils ; and that all

such as had this faith, and had no better, though they might

have this to never so high a degree, would surely perish

And he declared also, that he never had greater assurance of

the falseness of the principles of those that maintained such a

faith, and of their dangerous and destructive tendency, or a

moi'e affecting sense of the great delusion and misery of those

that depended on getting to heaven by such a faith, while they

had no better, than he lately had when he was supposed to be

at the point to die, and expected every minute to pass into

eternity Mr. Brainerd's discourse at this time, and the forci-

ble reasonings by which he confirmed what he asserted, apr

peared to be greatly to the satisfaction pf those present j a^
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several of them took occasion expressly to manifest to him>

before they took leave of him.

When this conversation was ended, having bid an affection-

ate farewell to his friends, he set out in the cool of the after-

noon, on his journey to Northampton, attended by his brother,

and my daughter that went with him to Boston ; and would

have been accompanied out of the town by a number of gen-

tlemen, besides that honorable person who gave him his com-

pany for some miles on that occasion, as a testimony of their

esteem and respect, had not his aversion to any thing of pomp
and shew prevented it.

Saturday., July 25 1 arrived here at Northampton ; hav-

ing set out from Boston on Monday, about four o'clock, p. >r.

In this journey, I rode about sixteen miles a day, one day with

another. I was sometimes extremely tired and faint on the

load, £o that it seemed impossible for me to proceed any fur-

ther At other times I was considerably better, and felt some
freedom both of body and mind.

Lord's day, July 26 This day I saw clearly, that I should

never be happy
; yea, that God himself could not make me

happy, unless I could be in a capacity to please and glorify

him forever : Take away this, and admit me into ail the fine

heavens that can be conceived of by men or angels, and I

should siill be miserable forever.

Though he had so far revived, as to be able to travel thus

far, yet he manifested no expectation of recovery : He suppos-

ed, as his physician did, that his being brought so near to death

at Boston, was ov/ing to the breaking of ulcers in his lungs :

He told me, that he had had several such ill turns before, only

not to so high a degree, but as he supposed, owing to the same

cause, viz. the breaking of ulcers ; and that he was brought

lower and lower every time ; and it appeared to him, that in

his last sickness, in Boston, he v/as brought as low as it was

possible and yet live ; and that he had not the least expecta-

tion of surviving the next return of this breaking of ulcers :

But still appeared pefcctly calm in the prospect of death.

On Wednesday morning, the week after he came to North-

ampton, he took leave of his brother Israelj as never expect-
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in^ to see him again in ibis world ; he now setting out from

hence on his journey to Newhaven.

Vvhen Mr. Biainerd came hither, he had so much strength

as to be able, from day to day, to ride out two or three miles,

and to return ; and sometimes to pray in the family ; but from

this time he gradually, but sensibly, decayed, and became

weaker and weaker.

While he was here, his conversation from first to last was

much on the same subjects as it had been when in Boston :

He was much in speaking of the nature of true religion of

heart and practice, as distinguished from its various counter-

feits ; expressing his great concern, that the latter did so

jmuch prevail in many places. He often manifested his

great abhorrence of all such doctrines and principles in religr

ion, as in any wise savored of, and had any, though but a re-

mote tendency to Antinomianism ; of all such notions, as

seemed to diminish the necessity of holiness of life, or to

abate men's regard to the commands of God, and a strict, dil-

igent, and universal practice of virtue and piety, under a pre-

tence of depreciating our v/orks, and magnifying Cod's free

grace. He spake often, with much detestation, of such ex-

periences and pretended discc. ciies and joys, as have nothing

of the nature of sanctification in them, and do not tend to

strictness, tenderness, and diligence in religion, and meekness

and benevolence towards mankind, and an humble behavior :

And he also declared, that he looked on such pretended hu-

mility as worthy of no regard, that was not manifested by

modesty of conduct and conversation. He spake ofien, with

abhorrence, of the spirit and practice that appears among the

greater part of separatists at this day in the land, particularly

those in the eastern parts of Connecticut ; in their condemn-

ing and separating from the standing ministry and churches,

their crying down learning, and a learned ministry, their no-

tion of an immediate call to the Vv'ork of the ministry, and the

forwardness of laymen to set up themselves as public teachers.

He had been much conversant in the eastern part of Connec-

ticut, his native place being near to it, vvhen the same princi-

ples, notions and spirit, began to operate, which have since
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prevailetl to a greater height ; and had acquaintance with som*

of those persons who are become heads and leaders of the

separatists ; he had also been conversant with persons of the

same way elsewhere : And I heard him say, once and again,

he knew by his acquaintance with this sort of people, that what

was chiefly and most generally in repute among them as the

power of godliness, was an entirely different thing from that

true vital pi^-'ty recommended in the scriptures, and had noth-

ing in it of that nature. He manifested a great dislike of a

disposition in persons to much noise and show in religion, and

affecting to be abundant in proclaiming and publishing their

own experiences : Though at the same time he did not con-

demn, but approved of Christians' speaking of their own ex-

periences on some occasions, and to some persons, with due

modesty and discretion.

After he came hither, as long as he lived, he was much in

speaking of that future prosperity of Zion, that is so often

foretold and promised in the scripture : It was a theme he

delighted to dwell upon ; and his mind seemed to be carried

forth with earnest concern about it, and intense desires, that

religion might speedily and abundantly revive and flourish ;

though he had not the least expectation of recovery ;
yea,

the nearer death advanced, and the more the symptoms of its

approach increased, still the more did his mind seem to be

taken up with this subject. He told me, when near his end, that

" he never in all his life, had his mind so led forth in desires

and earnest prayers for the flourishing of Christ's kingdom on

earth, as since he was brought so exceeding low at Boston."

He seemed much to wonder, that there appeared no more of

a disposition in ministers and people to pray for the flourish-

ing of religion through the vv'orld ; that so little a part of their

prayers was generally taken up about it in their families, and

elsewhere ; and particularly, he several times expressed his

wonder, that there appeared no more forwardness to comply

with the proposal lately made, in a memorial from a number
of ministers in Scotland, and sent over into America, for unit-

ed, extraordinary prayer, among Christ's ministers and peo-

ple, for the coming of Christ's kingdom : And he sent it ^
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lilts dying advice to his own congregation that they should

practice agreeably to that proposal.*

Though he was constantly exceeding week, yet there ap-

peared in him a continual care well to improve time, and fill

it up with something that might be profitable, and in some
respect for the glory of God or the good of men ; either prof-

itable conversation, or writing letters to absent friends, or

rioting something in his Diary, or looking over his former

writings, correcting them, and preparing them to be left in

the hands of others at his death, or giving some directions

concerning a future conducting and management of his peo-

ple, or employment in secret devotions. He seemed never

to be easy, however ill, if he was not doing something for

God, or in his service.

After he came hither, he wrote a preface to a Diary of the

famous Mr. Shepard's, having been much urged to it by those

gentlemen in Boston, who had the care of the publication :

Which Diary, with his preface, has since been published.

In his Diary for Lord's Day, August 9, he speaks of lonig-

ing desires after death, through a sense of the excellency of a

State of perfection.

In his Diary for Lord's Day, August 16, he speaks of his

having so much refreshment of soul in the house of God, that

it seemed to refresh his body. And this is not only noted in

his Diary, but was very observable to others ; it was very ap-

parent, not only, that his mind was exhilarated with inward

consolation, but also that his animal spirits and bodily strength

seemed to be remarkably restored, as though he had foa-got

his illness. But this was the last time that ever he attended

public worship on the Sabbath.

On Tuesday morning that week, I being absent on a jour-

ney, he prayed with my family ; but not without much diffi-

* His congregation, since this, have with great cheerfulness and unanimity

fallen in with this advice, and have practised agreeably to the proposal from
Scotland ; and have at times, appeared with uncommon engagedness and ferw

vency of spirit in their meetings and united devotions, pursuant to that pro-

posal : Also the Presbyteries of Newyork, and Newbrunswick, since this,

have with one consent, fallen in with the proposal, as likewise some others ef

God's people in those parts.
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culty, for want of bodily strcnglh : And this was the last fam-

ily prayer that ever he ma'^c.

lie had been wont, until now, frequently to ride out, two or

three miles : But this week, on Thursday, was the last timo

he ever did so.

Lord's Day August 23.—Tliis morning I was considerably

refreshed with the thoutj;hl, yea, the hope and expectation of

(he enlarf^emcnt of Christ's kingdom ; and I could not but

hope, the lime was at hand, when Babylon the great would

fall, and rise no inorc : This led me to some spiritual medi-

tations, that were very refreshing to me. I was unable to at-

tend public worship cither part of the day ; but God was

pleased to afford me fixedness and satisfaction in divine

thoughts. Nothing so refreshes my soul, as when I can go

to God, yea, to God my exceeding joy. When he is so, sensi-

bly, to my soul, O, how unspeakably delightful is this !

In the week past I had divers turns of inward refreshing ;

though my body was inexpressibly weak, followed continually

with agues and fevers. Sometimes my soul centered in

God, as my only portion ; and I felt that I should be forever

unhappy, if he did net reign : I saw the sweetness and hap-

piness of being his subject, a.t his disposal : This made all my
difticullies quickly vanish.

From this Lord's Day, viz. August 23, I was troubled very

much with vajwury disorders, and could neither write nor

read, and could scarcely live ; although, through mercy, was

not so much oppressed with heavy melancholy and gloomi-

ness, as at many other times.

Until this week he had been wont to lodge in a room above

stairs ; but he now grew so weak, that he was no longer able

to go up stairs and down ; Friday August 28, was the last

lime he ever went above stairs ; henceforward he betook him-

self to a lower room.

On Wednesday, September 2, being the day of our public

lecture, he sfcemed to be refreshed with seeing the neighbor-

ing miiusters that came hither to the lecture, and expressed a

great desire once more to go to the house of (iod on that

day : And accordingly rode to the meeting, and attended di-



BRAINERD's JOURNAL. 505

tine service while the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge of Hatfield

preached. He signified that he supposed it to be the last time

that ever he should attend the public worship ; as it proved.

And indeed it was the last time that ever he went out at our

gate alive.

On the Saturday evening next following, he was unexpect-

edly visited by his brother, Mr. John Brainerd, who came to

see him from Newjersey. He was much refreshed by this

unexpected visit, this brother being peculiarly dear to him ;

and he seemed to rejoice in a devout and solemn manner, to

see him, and to hear the comfortable tidings he brought con-

cerning the state of his dear congregation of Christian In-

dians : And a circumstance of this visit, that he was exceed-

ing glad of, was, that his brother brought him some of his pri-

vate writings from Newjersey^ and particularly his Diary that

he had kept for many years past.

Lord*s Day^ Sefitembcr 6 1 began to read some of my
private writings, which my brother brought me ; and was

considerably refreshed, with what I met with in them.

Monday^ Scpteynber 7 1 proceeded farther in reading my
old private writings, and found they had the same effect ui>on

me as before : I could not but rejoice and bless God foF

what passed long ago, which without writing had been entire-

ly lost.

This evening, when I was in great distress of body, my
soul longed that God should be glorified : I saw there was

l>o heaven but this. I could not but speak to the bystand-

ers then of the only happiness, viz. pleasing God. O that I

could forever live to God ! The day I trust, is at hand, the

perfect day : O, the day of deliverance from all sin !

Lord*s Day, September 13. ....I was much refreshed and en-

gaged in Bieditation and writing, and found a heart to act for

God, My spirits Avere refreshed, and my soul delighted to

do something for God.

On the evening following that Lord's Day, his feet began

to appear sensiby swelled ; which thenceforward swelled mor»
and more ; a symptom of his dissolution coming; on.

Vol. ni. 3 Q



506 EXTRACTS FROM

The next day, his brother John left him, being obliged la

return to Newjersey on some business of great importance

and necessity ; intending to return again with all possible

speed, hoping to see his brother yet once more in the land of

the living.

On the Thursday of this week, September 17, was the last

time that ever he went out of his lodging room. That day,

he was again visited by his brother Israel, who continued with

him thenceforward until his death. On that evening, he was

taken with something of a diarrhoea ; which he looked upon

as another sign of his approaching death : Whereupon he

expressed himself thus ; O, the glorious time is now com-

ing ! I have longed to serve God perfectly : Now God will

gratify those desires ! And from time to time, at the several

steps and new symptoms of the sensible approach of his dis-

solution, he was so far from being sunk or damped, that he

seemed to be animated, and made more cheerful ; as being

glad at the appearances of death's approach. He often used

the epithet, glorious, when speaking of the day of his death,

calling it that glorious day. And as he saw his dissolution

gradually approaching, he was much in* talking about it,

with perfect calmness speaking of a future state; and also

settling all his affairs, very particularly and minutely, giving

directions concerning what he would have done in one res-

pect and another after he was dead. And the nearer death

£(pproached, the more desirous he seemed to be of it. He
several times spake of the different kinds of willingness to

die ; and spoke of it as an ignoble, mean kind of willingness

to die, to be willing to leave the body, only to get rid of pain ;

or to go to heaven only to get honor and advancement there.

Saturday^ September 19 Near night, while I attempted

to walk a little, my thoughts turned thus : How infinitely

sweet it is, to love God, and be all for him I Upon which it

•was suggested to me. You are not an angel, not lively and ac-

tive. To which my whole soul immediately replied, I as

sincerely desire to love and glorify God, as any angel in heav-

en. Upon which it was suggested again, But you are filthy,

not fit for heaven. Hereupon instantly appeared the blessed
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Tobes of Christ's righteousness, which I could not but exult

and triumph in ; and I viewed the infinite excellency of God,

and my soul even broke with longings, that God should be

glorified, I thought of dignity in heaven ; but instantly the

thought returned, I do not go to heaven to get honor, but to

give all possible glory and praise. O, how I longed that God

should be glorified on earth also ! O, I was made for eterni-

ty, if God might be glorified ! Bodily pains I cared not for :

Though I Avas then in extremity, I never felt easier ; I felt

willing to glorify God in that state of bodily distress, as long

as he pleased I should continue in it. The grave appeared

really sweet, and I longed to lodge my weary bones in it :

But O that God might be glorified ! This was the burden of

all my cry. O, I knew I should be active as an angel, in

heaven ; and that I should be stripped of my filthy garments I

So that there was no objection. But O, to love and praise

God more, to please him forever ! This my soul panted after,

and even now pants for while I write. O that God might be

glorified in the whole earth. Lord, let thy kingdom come. I

longed for a spirit of preaching to descend and rest on minis-

ters, that they might address the consciences of men with

closeness and power. I saw God had the residue of the spirit

;

snd my soul longed it should be poured from on high. I

could not but plead with God for my dear congregation, that

he would presei've it and not suffer his great name to lose its

glory in that work : My soul still longing, that God mighty be

glorified.

The extraordinary frame that he was in, that evening, could

not be hid ; his mouth spake out of the abundancs of his heart.,

expressing in a very aflecting manner much the same things

as are written in his Diary : And among very many other ex-

traordinary expressions, which he then uttered, were such as

these ; my heaven is to please God, and to glorify him, and

give all to him, and to be wholly devoted to his glory ; that

is the heaven I long for ; that is my religion, and that is my
happiness ; and always was, ever since I suppose I had any true

religion ; and all those that are of that religion, shall meet
noe in heaven. I do not go to heaven to be advanced, but tci
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give honor to God. It is no inaUcr where I shall be steilion-

cd in heaven, whether I have n high or a low seat there ; but

to love and please and gloi ily God is all : Had I a thousand

souls, if they were worth any thing, 1 would give them all to

God ; but I have nothing to give, when all is done. It is im-

possible for any rational creature to be happy without acting

all for God : God himself could not make him happy any oth-

er way. I long to be in heaven, praising and glorifying God
with the holy angels : All my desire is to glorify God. My
heart goes out to the burying place ; it seems to me a desira-

ble place : But O to glorify God ; that is it ; that is above

all. It is a great comfort to me, to think that I have done a

little for God in the world : O ! it is but a very small matter ;

yet I ha\e done a little ; and I lament it, that I have not done

more for him. There is nothing in the world worth living

for, but doing good, and finishing God's work, doing the work
that Christ did. I see nothing else in the world, that can

yield any satisfaction, besides living to God, pleasing him, and

doing his whole will. My greatest joy and comfort has been,

to do something for promoting the interest of religion, and

the souls of particular persons ; And now in my illness, while

I am full of pain and distress from day to day, all the comfort

I have, is in being able to do some little char, or small piece

of work for God, cither by something that I say, or by writ-

ing, or some other way.

He intermingled with these and other like expressions,

many pathetical counsels to those that were about him ; par-

ticularly to my children and servants. He applied himself to

somx of my younger children at this time ; calling them to

him, and speaking to them one by one ; setting before them,

in a very plain manner, the nature and essence of true piety,

and its great importance and necessiity ; earnestly warning

them not to rest in any thing short of that true and thorough

change of heart, and a life devoted to God ; counselling them

not to be slack in the great buwness of religion, nor in the

least to delay it ; enforcing his counsels with this, that his

voids were the words of a dying i:nan : Said he, I shall die

here, and here I shall be buiied, and here you wUl see my
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grave, and do you remember what I have said to you. I am
going into eternity : And it is sweet to me to think of eterni-

ty ; the endlessness of it makes it sweet : But O, what shall I

say to the eternity of the wicked ! I cannot mention it, nor

think of it: The thought is too dreadful. When you see

my grave, then remember what 1 said to you while I waa

alive ; then think with yourself, how that man that lies in

that grave, counselled and warned me to prepare for death.

His body seemed to be marvellously strengthened, through

the inward vigor and -refreshment of his mind; so that, al-

though before he was so weak that he could hardly utter a

sentence, yet now he continued his most affecting and profita-

ble discourse to us for more than a^n hour, with scarce any

intermission ; and said of it, when he had done, it was the kis£

sermon that ever he should preach.

This extraordinary frame of mind continued the next day ;

of which he says in his Diai'y as follows.

Lord's Datj, Sefitember 20 Was still in a sweet and com-

fortable frame ; and was again melted with desires that God

might be glorified, and with longings to love and live to him.

Longed for the influences of the Divine Spirit to descend on

ministers, in a special manner. And O, I longed to be with

God, to behold his glory, and to bow in his presence.

It appears by what is noted in his Diary, both of this day,

and the evening preceding, that his mind at this time was

much impressed with a sense of the importance of the work

of the ministry, and the need of the grace of God, and his

special spiritual assistance in this work : And it also appeared

in what he expressed in conversation
;
particularly in his dis-

course to his brother Israel, who was then a member of Yale

College at Newhaven, and had been prosecuting his studies

and academical exercises there, to that end, that he might be

fitted for the work of the ministry, and was now with him.*

* This young gentleman was an ingeniouSj serious, studious, and hopefully

^ruly pious person : There appeared in him many qualities giving hope ot his

being a great blessing in his day. But it has pleased God, since the death of

his brother, to take him away also. He died that winter, at Newhaven, ora

Jan. 6, 1747-8, of a nervous fever, after about a fortnight's illness.
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lie now, and from time to time, in this his dying state, re
commended to his brother, a life of sclfdenial, of weanedness

from the world, and devotcdncss to God, and an earnest en-

deavor to obtain much of the grace of God's Spirit, and (iod's

gracious influences on his heart ; rcpresentintj the great need

which ministers stand in of them, and the unspeakable benefit

of them from his own experience. Among many other ex-

pressions, he said thus : " When ministers feel these special

gracious influences on their hearts, it wonderfully assists them

to come at the consciences of men, and as it were to handle

them wilh hands ; whereas, without them, whatever reason

and oratory we make use of, we do but make use of stumps

instead of hands."

Monday, September 21 1 began to correct a little volume

of my private writings : God, I believe, remarkably helped

me in it ; my strength was surprisingly lengthened out,

and my thoughts quick and lively, and my soul refreshed,

hoping it might be a work for God. O, how good, how sweet

it is, to labor for God I

Tuesday, September 22 Was again employed in reading

and correcting, and had the same success, as the day before.

I was exceeding weak ; but it seemed to refresh my soul, thus

to spend time.

Wednesday, Sefitember 23 1 finished my corrections of

the little piece forementioned, and felt uncommonly peaceful :

It seemed as if I had now done all my work in this world, and

stood ready for my call to a better. As long as I see any

thing to be done for God, life is worth having : But O, how

vain and unworthy it is, to live for any lower end ! This day

1 indited a letter, I think, of great importance, to the Rev.

Mr. Byram in Newjersey : O that God would bless and suc-

ceed that letter, which was written for the benefit of his

church 1* O that God would purify the sons of Levi, that his

glory may be advanced ! This night, I endured a dreadful

turn, wherein ray life was expected scarce an hour or miu-

• It was concerning the qualifications of ministers, and the examinatioa

and licensing of candidatci for the work of the ministry.



BRAINERD's JOURJnTAL. Sll

Me togetlier. But blessed be God, I have enjoyed considera-

ble sweetness in divine things, this week, both by night and

day-

Thursday, Sefitember 24 My strength began to fail ex-

ceedingly ; which looked further as if I had done all mv work

:

However, I had strength to fold and superscribe my letter.....

About two I went to bed, being weak and much disordered,

and lay in a burning fever until night, without any proper rest.

In the evening I got up, having lain down in some of my
clothes ; but was in the greatest distress, that ever I endured,

having an uncommon kind of hiccough ; which either strang-

led me, or threw me into a straining to vomit ; and at the

same time was distressed with griping pains. O, the distress

of this evening ! I had little expectation of my living the night

through, nor indeed had any about me : And I longed for the

finishing moment ! I was obliged to repair to bed by six

o'clock ; and through mercy enjoyed some rest ; but was

grievously distressed at turns with the hiccough. My soul

breathed after God, while the watcher was with me : When
shall I come to God, even to God, ray exceeding joy ^ O for

this blessed likeness !

Friday, Se/Ueniber 25 This day, I was unspeakably weak,

and little better than speechless all the day : However, I was
able lo write a little, and felt comfortably in some part of the

day. O, it refreshed my soul, to think of former things, of

desires to glorify God, of the pleasures of living to him I O
my dear God, I am speedily coming to thee, I hope ! Hasten

the day, O Lord, if it be thy blessed will : O come, Lord Je-

ius, come qtdckly. Amen.*
Saturday, Sefitemher 26 1 felt the sweetness of divine

things, this forenoon ; and had the consolation of a conscious-

pess that I was doing something for God.

Lora' s Day, September 27 This was a very comfai'table

^ay to ray..soul i I think, I awoke with God. I was-triable

d

o.'A ns aTZirj.'

* This was the last that ever he wrote in his Diary with his own hand !

Though it is continued a little farther, in a broken manner; written by his

brother Israel, but indittyl by his mouth in this his weak and dying state.'
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to lift up my soul to God, early this morning ; and while I

hiul little boilily strength, I founii freedom to lift up my hear!

to God for myself and others. Afterwards, was pleased with

the thoughts of speedily entering into the unseen world.

Early this morning, as one of the family came into the room,

he expressed himself thus : I have had more pleasure this

morning, than all the drunkards in the world enjoy ; if it

were all extracted 1 So much did he esteem the joy of faith

above the pleasures of sin.

He felt, that morning, an unusual appetite to food, with

which his mind seemed to be exhilarated, as looking on it a

sign of the very near approach of death ; and said upon it, I

was born on a sabbathday ; and I have reason to think I was

new born on a sabl>allulay ; and I hope I shall die en this sab-

bathday : I should look upon it as a favor, if it may be the

will of God that it should be so : I long for the time. O, why

is /lis chariot so long in coming ? Wliij tarry the ivheeis of his

e/iariots P I am very wiUing to part with all : I am willing to

p^art with my dear brother John, and never to see him again,

to go to be forever with the Lord.* Q, when I go there, how
will God's dear church on earth be upon my mind !

Afterwards, the same morning, being asked how he did, he

answered, I am almost in eternity ; I long to be there. My
work is done ; I have done with all my friends ; all the world

is nothing to me ; I long to be in heaven, praising and glori-

fying God with the holy angels : All my desire is to glorify

God.

During the whole of these last two weeks of his life he

seemed to continue in this frame of heart, loose from all the

world, as having done his work, and done with all things here

below, having nothing to do but to die, and abiding in an earn-

est desire and expectation of the happy moment, when his

soul should take its flight, and go to a state of perfection of ho-

* He hnd, before tliis, CNprsssed a desire, if it might be the will of God,

to live until his brother returned from Newjersey : Who when he went away,

intended, if possible, to perform his journey and return in a fortnight ; hop-

ing oBce more to nitet his brother in the land of the living. The fortnight

was now nwr expired, it ended the next day.
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liness and perfect glorifying and enjoying God, manifested in

a variety of expressions. He said, that the consideration of

the day of death, and the day of judgment, had a long time

been peculiarly sweet to him. He from time to time spake

of his being willing to leave the body and the world imme-

diately, that day, that night, and that moment, if it was thei

will of God. He also was much in expressing his longings

that the church of Christ on earth might flourish, and Christ's

kingdom here might be advanced, notwithstanding he was

about to leave the earth, and should not with his eyes behold

the desirable event, nor be instrumental in promoting it. He
Said to me, one morning as I came into the room, My
thoughts have been employed on the old dear theme, the

prosperity of God's church on earth. As I waked out of

Sleep, I^was led to cry for the pouring out of God's Spirit, and

the advancement of Christ's kingdom, which the dear Re-

deemer did and suffered so much for. It is this that especially

makes me long for it. He expressed much hope that a

glorious advancement of Christ's kingdom was near at hand.

He once told me, that he had formerly longed for the out-

pouring of the Spirit of God, and the glorious times of the

church, and hoped they were coming ; and should have been

willing to have lived to promote religion at that time, if that

liad been the will of God ; but, says he, I am willing it should

be as it is ; I would not have the choice to make for myself

for ten thousand worlds. He expressed, on his death bed, a

full persuasion, that he should in heaven see the prosperity of

the church on earth, and should rejoice with Christ therein j

and the consideration of it seemed to be highly pleasing and
Satisfying to his mind.

He also still dv/elt much on the great importance of the

work of ministers of the gospel ; and expressed his longings,

that they might be filled with the Spirit of God ; and mani-

fested much desire to see some of the neighboring ministers,

whom he had some acquaintance with, and whose sincere

friendship he was confident of, that he might converse freely

with them, on that subject, before he died. And it so hap-

Vol. hi. 3 R
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pened, that he had opportunity with some of them according

to his desire.

Another thing that lay much on his heart, and that he spake

of, from time to time, in these near approaches of death, was

the spiritual prosperity of his own congregation of Christian

Indians in Newjersey : And when he spake of them, it was

with peculiar tenderness ; so that his speech would be pres-

ently interrupted and drowned with tears.

He also expressed much satisfaction in the disposals of

Providence, with regard to the circumstances of his death ;

particularly that Cod had before his death given him the op-

portunity he had had in Boston, with so many considerable

persons, ministers and others, to give in his testimony for

Cod, and against false religion, and many mistakes that lead to

it and promote it ; and there to lay before pious and charita-

ble gentlemen, the state of the Indians and their necessities,

to so good effect ; and that God had since given him oppoi'tu-

nity to write to them further concerning these affairs ; and to

write other letters of importance, that he hoped might be of

good influence with regard to the state of religion among the

Indians, and elsewhere, after his death. He expressed great

thankfulness to God for his mercy in these things. He also

mentioned it as what he accounted a merciful circumstance

of his death, that he should die here. And speaking of these

things, he said, Cod had granted him all his desire ; and sig-

nified, that now he could with the greater alacrity leave the

world.]

Mofidaij, Sejitember 28 1 was able to read, and make some

few corrections in my private writings ; but found I could not

write, as I had done ; I found myself sensibly declined in all

respects. It has been only from a little while before noon, un-

til about one or two o'clock, that I have been able to do any-

thing for some time past : Yet this refreshed my heart, that

I could do any thing, either public or private, that I hoped was

for God.

[This evening he was supposed to be dying : He thought so

himself, and was thought so by those who were about him....

He seemed glad at the appearance of the near approach of
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fleath. He was almost speechless, but his lips appeared to

move ; and one that sat very near him, heard him utter such

•expressions as these, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. O, why

is his chariot so long in coming ! After he revived, he blamed

himself for having been too eager to be gone. And in ex-

pressing what he found in the frame of his mind at that time,

he said, he then found an inexpressibly sweet love to those that

he looked upon as belonging to Christ, beyond almost all that

ever he felt before ; so that it seemed, to ur>c his own words,

like a little piece of heaven to have one of them near him

And being asked whether he heard the prayer that was, at his

desire, made with him ; he said, yes, he heard every word,

and had an uncomm.on sense of the things that were uttered in

that prayer, and that every word reached his heart.

On the evening of the next day, viz. Tuesday, Sep-

tember 29, as he lay in his bed, he seemed to be in an extra-

ordinary frame ; his mind greatly engaged in sweet medita-

tions concerning the prosperity of Zion : There being present

here at that time two young gentlemen of his acquaintance,

that were candidates for the ministry, he desired us all to unite

in singing a psalm on that subject, even Zion's prosperity

And on his desire we sung a part of the 102d Psalm. This

seemed much to refresh and revive him, and gave him new

strength ; so that, though before he could scarcely speak at all,

now he proceeded, with some freedom of speech, to give his

dying counsels to those two young gentlemen forementioned,

relating to their preparation for, and prosecution of that great

work of the ministry they were designed for ; and in particu-

lar, earnestly recommending to them frequent secret fasting

and prayer : And enforced his counsel with regard to this,

from his own experience of the great comfort and benefit of

it ; which, said he, I should not mention, were it not that I am
a dying person. And after he had finished his counsel, he

made a prayer, in the audience of us all ; wherein, besides

praying for this family, for his brethren, and those candidates

for the ministry, and for his own congregation, he earnestly

prayed for the reviving and fiourishinoj of religion in the

world.
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Until now he had every day sat up part of the day ; but af-

ter this he never rose from his bed.]

IVedncsdaij, September 30.. ..I was obliged to keep my bed

the whole day, through weakness. However redeemed a lit-

tle time, and with the help of my brother, read and corrected

about a dozen pages in my M. S. giving an account of my con-

version.

Thursday., October 1....I endeavored again to do something

by way of writing, but soon found my powers of body and

mind utterly fail. Felt not so sweetly as when I was able to

do something that I hoped would do some good. In the

evening, was discomposed and wholly delirious ; but it was

not long before God was pleased to give me some sleep, and

fully composed my mind.* O, blessed be God for his great

goodness to me, since I was so low at Mr. Broomfield's, on

Thursday, June 18, last past. He has, except those few min-f

utes, given me the clear exercise ofmy reason, and enabled me
to labor much for him, in things both of a public and private

nature ; and, perhaps, to do more good than I should have

done if I had been well ; besides the comfortable influences of

his blessed Spirit, with which he has been pleased to refresh

my soul. May his name have all the glory forever and ever.

Amen.
Friday^ October 2....My soul was this day, at turns, sweetly

set on God : I longed to be with him, that I might behold his

glory. I felt sweetly disposed to commit all to him, even my
deai-est friends, my dearest flock, and my absent brother and

all my concerns for time and eternity. O that his kingdom

might come in the world ; that they might all love and glori-

fy him, for what he is in himself ; and that the blessed Re-

deemer might see of the travail ofhis soul and., be satisfied. O,

come Lord Jesus, come quickly.^ Amen.

* From this time forward, he had the free ufe of his reafon until the day

before his death ; excepting that at some times he appeared a little loft for a

moment, at first waking out of sleep.

+ Here ends his Diary : These are the last words that are written in it*

either by his own hand, or by any other from his mouth.
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[The next evening, we very much expected his brother

John from Newjersey ; it being about a week after the time

that he proposed for his return when he went away. And

though our expectations were still disappointed, yet Mr.

Brainerd seemed to continue unmoved, in the same calm and

peaceful frame, that he had before manifested ; as having re-

signed all to God, and having done with his friends, and with

all things below.

On the morning of the next day, being Lord's day, Octo-

ber 4, as my daughter Jerusha, who chiefly tended him, came

into the room, he looked on her very pleasantly, and said,

dear Jerusha, are you willing to part with me ? I am quite

willing to part with you : I am willing to part with all my
friends ; I am willing to part with my dear brother John, al-

though I love him the best of any creature living : I have

committed him and all my friends to God, and can leave them

with God. Though if I thought I should not see you, and be

happy with you in another world, I could not bear to part with

you. But we shall spend an happy eternity together !

In the evening, as one came into the room with a Bible in

her hand, he expressed himself thus ; O, that dear book I

That lovely book ! I shall soon see it opened ! The mysteries

that are in it, and the mysteries of God's providence, will be

all unfolded !

His distemper now very apparently preyed on his vitals in

an extraordinary manner : Not by a sudden breaking of ulcers

in his lungs, as at Boston, but by a constant discharge of puru-

lent matter, in great quantities : So that what he brought up

by expectoration, seemed to be as it were mouthfuls of al-

most clear pus ; which was attended with very great inward

pain and distress.

On Tuesday, October 6, he lay for a considerable time, as

if he were dying. At which time, he was heard to utter, in

broken whispers, such expressions as these : He will come,

he will not tarry. I shall soon be in glory. I shall soon glo-

rify God with the angels. But after some time he revived.

The next day, viz. Wednesday, October 7, his brother John

arrived} being returned from Newjersey ; where he had been
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detained much longer than he intended, by a mortal sickness

prevailing among the Christian Indians, and by some other

things in their circumstances that made his stay with them
necessary. INIr. Brainerd was affected and refreshed with

seeing him, and appeared fully satisfied with the reasons of

his delay ; seeing the interest of religion and of the souls

of his people required it.

The next day, Thursday, October 8, he was in great dis-

tress and agonies of body ; and for the bigger part of the day,

was much disordered as to the exercise of his reason. In the

evening he was more composed, and had the use of his reason

well ; but the pain of his body continued and increased. He
told me. it was impossible for any to conceive of the distress

he felt in bis breast. He manifested much concern lest he

should dishonor God, by impatience under his extreme ag-

ony ; which was such, that he said, the thought of enduring

it one minute longer was almost insupportable. He desired

that others would be much in lifting up their hearts continual-

ly to God for him, that God would support him, and give

him patience. He signified that he expected to die that

night ; but seemed to fear a longer delay : And the disposi-

tion of his mind with regard to death appeared still the same
that it had been all along. And notwithstanding his bodily

agonies, yet the interest of Zion lay still with great weight on

his mind ; as appeared by some considerable discourse he

had that evening with the Rev. Mr. Billing, one of the neigh-

boring ministers, who was then present, concerning the great

importance of the work of the ministry, Sec. And afterwards,

when it was very late in the night, he had iBUch very proper

and profitable discourse with his brother John, concerning his

congregation in Newjerscy, and the interest of religion a-

mong the Indians. In the latter part of the night, his bodily

distress seemed to rise to a greater height than ever ; and he

said to those then about him, that it was another thing to die,

than people imagined ; explaining himself to mean that they

were not aware what bodily pain and anguish is undergone be-

fore death. Towards day, his eyes fixed : and he continued

king immoveablcj until about six o'clock in the morning, and
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then expired, on Friday, October 9, 1747, when his soul,

as we may well conclude, was received by his dear Lord and

Master, as an eminently faithful servant, into that state of per-

fection of holiness, and fruition of God, which he had so often

and so ardently longed for ; and was welcomed by the glori-

ous assembly of the upper world, as one peculiarly fitted ta

join them in their blessed employmfcnts and enjoyments.

Much respect was shewn to his memory at his funeral ;,

vyhich was on the Monday following, after a sermon preached

the same day, on that solemn occasion. His funeral was at-

tended by eight of the neighboring ministers, and seventeen

other gentlemen of liberal education, and a great concourse of

people.]



I^EFLECTIONS and OBSERVATIONS

ON THE PRECEDING

MEMOIRS
O F

MR. BMAINMRD.

WiE have here an opportunity, as I apprehend,

in a very lively instance, to see the nature of true religion ;

and the manner of its operation, when exemplified in a higli

degree and powerful exercise. Particularly it may be worthy

to be observed,

1. How greatly Mr. Brainerd's religion differed from that:

of some pretenders to the experience of a clear work of sav-

ing conversion wrought on their hearts ; who, depending and

living on that, settle in a cold, careless and carnal frame of

mind, and in a neglect of thorough, earnest religion, in the

stated practice of it. Although his convictions and conversion

•were in all respects exceeding clear and very remarkable ;

yet how far was he from acting as though he thought he had

got through his work, Avhen once he had obtained comfort,

and satisfaction of his interest in Christ, and title to heaven !

On the contrary, that work on his heart, by which he was

brought to this, was with him evidently but the beginning of

his work,his first entering on the great business of I'eligion and

the service of God, his first setting out in his race. His work

was not finished, nor his race ended, until life was ended ; a-

grecable to frequent scripture representations of the Christ-

ian life. He continued pressing forward in a constant man-

ner, forgetting the tilings that were behind, and reaching forth

towards the things that were before. His pains and earnest-
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iiess in the business of religion were rather increased fhan di-

ininished, after he' had received coniforf and satisfaction con-

cerning,^ the safety of his state. Those divine principles, which

after this he was actuated by, of love to God, and longings and

thirstings after holiness, seem to be more eifectual to engage

him to pains and activity in religion, than fear of hell had been

before.

And as his conversion was not the end of his work, or of

the course of liis diligence and strivings in religion ; so neith-

er was it the end of the work of the Spirit of Ood on his

heart : But on the contrary, the beginning of that work ; the

beginning of his spirituail drstoveries, and holy views ; the

first dawning of the fight,^vhich thenceforwai^d increased more

and more ; the beginning of his holy affections, his sorrow for

sin, his love to God, his rejoicing in Christ Jesus,, his longings

dfter holiness. And the pov/erful operations of the Spirit of

God in these thihgs, M'ere carried on, from the day of his con-

version, in a continued couVsc, to his dying day. His relig-

ious e::periences, his admiration, his joy and praise, and flow-

ing affections, did Jiof only hold up to a considerable height

for a few days, vi'eeks or rrionths, at first, while hope and com-

fort were new things with him ; and then gradually dwindle

and die av/ay, until they came to almost nothing, and so leave

him without any sensible or remai'kable experience of spirit-

ual discoveries, or holy and divine affections, for months to-

gether ; as it is with many, who, after the newness of things

is over, soon come to that pass, that it is again with them
Tery miUch as it used to be before their supposed conversion,

with respect to any present views of God's glory, of Christ's

excellency, or of the beauty of divine things ; and v.-ith re-

spect to any present thifstings for God, or ardent outgoings of

their souls after divine objects : But only nov/ and then, they

have a comfortable reflection on things they have met within

times past, and are something affected with them ; and so

rest easy, thinking all things are well j they have had a good

clear work, and their state is safe, and they doubt not but they

shall go to heaven when they die. How far otherwise was it

with Mr. Brainerdj than it is with such persons ! His expcri'

Vol. hi. 3 S
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cncesj instead of dying away, were evidently of an increasing

palure. His first love and other holy affections, even at the

beginning, Aveie very great ; but after months and years,

became much greater and more remarkable ; and the

spiritual exercises of his mind continued exceeding great,

though not equally so at all times, yet usually so, without in-

dulged remissness, and without habitual dwindling and dying

away, even until his decease. They began in a time of gener-

al dcadncss all over the land, and were greatly increased in a

time of general reviving of religion. And when religion de-

cayed again, and a general dcadness returned, his experiences

were still kept up in their height, and his holy exercises main-

tained in their life and vigor ; and so continued to be in a

general course, wherever he was, and whatever his circum-

stances Vtcrc, among English and Indians, in company, and

alone, in towns and cities, and in the howling wilderness, in

sickness and in health, living and dying. This is agreeable

to scripture descriptions of true and right religion, and of the

Christian life. The change that was wrought in him at his

conversion, was agreeable to scripture representations of that

change wliich is wrought in tiue conversion ; a great change,

and an abiding change, rendering him a new man, a new
creature : Not only a change as to hope and comfort, and an

apprelicnsion of his own good estate ; and a transient change,

consisting in high flights of passing affections ; but a change

of nature, a change of the abiding habit and temper of his

mind. Nor a partial cliange, merely in point of opinion, or

outward reformation ; much less a change from one error to

another, or from one sin to another ; but an universal change,

both internal and external ; as from corrupt and dangerous

principles in 1 eligion, unto the belief of the truth, so from

both the habits and ways of sin, unto universal holiness of

heart and practice ; from the power and service of Satan, un-

to God.

2. His religion did apparently and greatly differ from that

of many high pretenders to religion, who are frequently actu-

ated by vehement emotions of mind, and are carried on in a

course of sudden and strong impressions, and supposed high
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illuTninations and immediate discoveries, and at the same time

are persons of a virulent zeal, not according to knonvlcdge.

His convictions, preceding his conversion, did not arise

from any frightful impressions on his imagination, or any ex-

ternal images and ideas of fire and brimstone, a sword of ven-

geance drawn, a dark pit open, devils in terrible shapes, Sec.

strongly fixed in his mind. His sight of his own sinfulness

did not consist in any imagination of a heap of loathsome ma-

terial filthiness within him ; nor did his sense of the hardness

of his heart consist in any bodily feeling in his breast, some-

thing hard and heavy like a stone, nor in any imaginations

•whatever of such a nature.

His first discovery of God or Christ, at his conversion, ^^ as

not any strong idea of any external glory or brightness, or

majesty and beauty of countenance, or pleasant voice ; nor

was it any supposed, immediate manifestation of God's love to

him in particular ; nor any imagination of Christ's smiling

face, arms open, or words immediately spoken to him, as by

name, revealing Christ's love to him ; either words of scrip-

ture, or any other ; but a manifestation of God's glory, and

the beauty of his nature, as supremely excellent in itself;

powerfully drawing, and sweetly captivating his heart ; bring-

ing him to a hearty desire to exalt God, set him on the throne,

and give him supreme honor and glory, as the king and sov-

ereign of the universe ; and also a new sense of the infinite

wisdom, suitableness and excellency of the way of salvation by

Christ ;
powerfully engaging his whole soul to embrace this

way of salvation, and to delight in it. His first faith did not

consist in believing that Christ loved him, and died for him,

in particular. His first comfort was not from any secret sug-

gestion of God's eternal love to him, or that God was recon-

ciled to him, or intended great mercy for him ; by any such

texts as these, Son, be ofgood cheer., thy sins areforgiven thee.

Fear not, lam thy God, Sec. or in any such way. On the con-

trary, when God's glory was first discovered to him, it was

without any thought of salvation as his own. His first expe-

rience of the sanctifying and comforting power of God's Spirit

di(3 not begin in some bodily sensation, any pleasant warm
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feeling in his breast, that lie, as some others, cabled the feel-

ing of the love of Christ in him, and being full of the Spirit.

How exccecljng far were his cxpcriencct;, at his first conver-

sion, from things ofsuch a nature !

And if wc look through the whole series of his experiences,

from his conversion to his death, wc shall find none of this

kind,

Mr. Brainerd's religion was not selfish and mercenary : His

love to God was primarily and principally for the supreme

excellency of his own nature, and not built on a preconceived

notion that God loved him, had received him into favor, and

had done great things for him, or promised great things to

him : So his joy was joy in God, and not in himself. We sec

by his Diary how, from time to time, through the course of his

life, his soul was filled with ineffable sv.eetness and comfort.

But what was the spring of this strong and abiding consola-

tion ? Not so much the consideration of the sure grounds he

had to think that his state vias good, that God had delivered

him from hell, and that heaven was his ; or any thoughts conr

ccrning his own distinguished happy and exalted circumstancr

es, as a high favorite of heaven : But the sweet meditations

and entertaining views he had of divine things without him-

self; the affecting considerations EUid lively ideas of God's

infinite glory, his unchangeable blessedness, his sovereignty

avid universal dominion ; together with the sweet exercises of

love to God, giving himself up to him, abasing himself before

him, denying himself for him, depending upon him, acting for

his glory, diligently serving him ; and the pleasing prospects

or hopes he had of a future advancement of the kingdom of

Christ, &c.

It appears plainly and abundantly all along, from his con-

version to his death, that that beauty, that sort of good, which

was the great object of the new sense of his mind, the new

relish and appetite given ' him in conversion, and thencefor-

ward maintained and increased in his heart, was holiness, con-

formity to God, liviijg to God, and glorifying him. This was

what drew his heart ; this AVfis the center of his soul ; this

was the ocean to which all the streams of his religious affcc-
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tions tended ; this was the object that engaged his (;ager

thirsting desires and earnest pursuits : He knew no true ex-

cellency or happiness but this : This was what he longed for

most vehemently and constantly on earth ; and this was with

him the beauty and biesseuuess of heaven ; which made him

so much and so often to lonf.j for that world of glory ; it was

to be perfectly holy, and perfectly exercised in the holy em-

ployments of heaven ; thus to glorify God and enjoy hiui

forever.

His religious iliuminations, affections and .comfort, seemed

to a great degree, to be attended with evangelical humiliation ;

consisting in a sense of his own utter insufficiency, despicable-

ness and odiousness ; with an answerable disposition and

frame of heart. How deeply affected was he almost contin-

ually Avith Iiis great defects in religion ; v.'ith his vast distance

from that spirituality and holy frame of mind that becaais

him ; with his ignorance, pride, dcadness, unsteadiness, bar-

renness ! He was not only affected with the remembrance of

his former sinfulness, before his conversion, but with the

sense of his present vileness and pollution. He was not only

disposed to think meanly of himself as before God, and in

comparison of him ; but anjongst men, and as compared with

them : He was apt to think other saints better than he
; yea,

to look on himself as the meanest and least of saints; yea,

very often, as the vilest and worst of mankind. And notwith-

standing his great attainments ih spiritual knowledge, yet we
find there is scarce any thing that he is more frequenily af-

fected and abased with a sense of, than Lis ignorance.

How eminently did i\e appear to be of a meek and quiet

spirit, resembling the lamblike, dovcUkc spirit of Jesus Christ!

How full of love, meekness, quietness, forgiveness and mer-

cy ! His love Avas not merely a fondness and zeal for a party,

but an universal benevolence ; very often exercised in the

most sensible and ardent love to his greatest opposers and

enemies. His love and meekness were not a mere pretence,

and outward profession and shew ; but they were eifectual

things, manifested in expensive and painful deeds of love and

kindness ; and in a meek behavior ; readily confessing faults



526 REFLECTIONS ON THE

under the greatest trials, and humbling himself even at the

feet of those from whom he supposed he had suffered most

;

and {"I'om lime to time, very frequently praying for his ene-

mies, abhorring the thoughts of bitterness or resentment to-

wards them. I scarcely know where to look for any parallel

instance of selfdenial, in these respects, in the present age.

He was a person of great zeal ; but how did he abhor a bitter

zeal, and lament it where he saw it 1 And though he was once

drawn into some degrees of it, by the force of prevailing ex-

ample, as it were in his childhood
; yet how did he go about

with his heart bruised and broken in pieces for it all his life

after !

Of how soft and tender a spirit was he ! How far were his

experiences, hopes, and joys from a tendency finally to stupi-

fy and harden him, to lessen convictions and tenderness of

conscience, to cause him to be less affected with present and

past sins, and less conscientious with respect to future sins,

more easy in the neglect of duties that are .troublesome and

inconvenient, more slow and partial in complying with difficult

commands, less apt to be alarmed at the appearance of his

own defects and transgressions, more easily induced to a com-
pliance v/ith carnal appetites 1 On the contrary, how tender

Tvas his conscience ! How apt was liis heart to smite him

!

How easily and greatly was he alarmed at the appearance of

moral evil ! How great and constant was his jealousy over his

own heart ! How strict his care and watchfulness against sin !

How deep and sensible were the wounds that sin made in his

conscience ! Those evils that are generally accounted small,

were almost an insupportable burden to him ; such as his in-

ward deficiencies, his having no more love to God, finding

within himself any slackness or dulness in religion, any un-

steadiness, or wandering frame of mind. Sec. How did the

consideration of such things as these oppress and abase him,

and fill him with inward shame and confusion 1 His love, and

hope, though they were such as cast out a servile fear of hell,

yet they were such as were attended with, and abundantly

cherished and promoted a reverential filial fear of God, a dread

of sin, and of God's holy displeasure. His joy seemed truly
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to be a rejoicing with trembling. His assurance and comfort

differed greatly from a false enthusiastic confidence and joy,

in that it promoted and maintained mourning for sin. Holy

mourning, v/ith him, was not only the work of an hour or a

-day, at his first conversion ; but sorrow for sin was like a

wound constantly running : He was a mourner for sin all his

days. He did not, after he received comfort and full satisfac-

tion of the forgiveness of all his sins, and the safety of his

state, forget his past sins, the sins of his youth, that were com-

mitted before his conversion ; but the remembrance of them,

from time to time, revived in his heart, with renewed grief...-

That in Ezek. xvi. 63, was evidently fulfilled in him. That thou

inayest remember, and be confounded, and never o/ien thy mouth

any more, because of thy shame ; ivhcn I am Jmcifed toivard thee

for all that thou hast done. And how lastingly did the sins

that he committed after his conversion, affect and break his

heart ! If he did any thing whereby he thought he had in any

respect dishonored God, and wounded the interest of religion,

he had never done with calling it to mind with sorrow and

bitterness ; though he was assured that God had forgiven it,

yet he never forgave himself : His past sorrows and fears

made no satisfaction with him ; but still the wound renews

and bleeds afresh, again and again. And his present sins, that

he daily found in himself, were an occasion of daily, sensible

and deep sori'ow of heart.

His religious affections and joys were not like those of

some, who have rapture and mighty emotions from time to

time in company ; but have very little affection in retirement

and secret places. Though he was of a very sociable temper,

and loved the company of saints, and delighted very much in

religious conversation and in social worship
; yet his warmest

affections, and their greatest effects on animal nature, and his

sweetest joys, were in his closet devotions, and solitary trans-

actions between God and his own soul ; as is very observable

through his whole course, from his conversion to his death. He
delighted greatly in sacred retirements ; and loved to get quite

away from all the world, to converse with God alone, in secret

duties.
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Mr. Brauicrcrs experiences and comforts v,-cre very fiar

fronj being like those of iromc person^, which irra attended

•.vhh a spiiitudl satiety, and put an end to their religious de-

sires and lonejincjs, at least to the edge and ardency of them ;

resting satisfied in their ov. n attainments and comforts, as

having obtained their chief e'^^, uhich is to exlinguish their

fears of hell, and give them conrulcnce of the f:ivor of God

How far were his religious affections, refreshmenta, and shtis-

faclions, from such an operation and influence as this ! On
the contrary, how were they always attended with longings

and thirstings 3fter greater degrees of conformity to God J

and the greater and sweeter his comforts were, the m6re vehe-

iT\cnt were his desires after holiness. For it is to be observed,

that his longings were not so much after joyful discoveries of

God's love, and clear views of his title to future advancement

and eternal honors in heaven ; as after more of present holi-

ness, greater spirituality, an heart more engaged for God, to

love and exalt and depend on him, an ability better to serve

him, to do more for his glory, and to do all that he- did with

more of a regard to Christ as his righteousness and strength ;

and after the enlargement and advancement of Christ's king-

dom in the earth. And his desires were not idle wishings

and wouldings, but such as were powerful and effectual, to ani-

mate him to the earnest, eager pursuit of these things, with

utmost diligence, and unfainting labor and selfdenial. His

comforts never put an end to his seeldng after God, and striv-

ing to obtain his grace ; but on the contrary, greatly engaged

and enlarged him therein.

His religion did not consist only in experience, without

practice. All his inward illuminations, affections and com-

forts seemed to have a direct tendency to practise, and to is-

sue in it ; and this, not merely a practice negatively good,

free from gross acts of irrcligion and immorality : But a prac-

tice positively holy and Christian, in a serious, devout, hum-

ble, meek, merciful, charitable, and beneficent conversation ;

making the service of God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, the

great business of life, Mhich he was devoted to, and pursued

with the greatest earnestness and diligence to the end of his
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Says, through all trials. In him was to be seen the right %vay

t)f being lively in religion. His liveliness in religion did not

consist merely or mainly in his being lively with the tongue,

^t in deed ; not in being forward in profession and outward

shew, and abundant in declaring his own experiences ; but

chiefly in being active and abundant in the labors and duties

of religion ; not slothful in business, but fervent in spirit,

serving -the Lord, and serving his generation, according to the

will of God.

It cannot be pretended, that the reason why he so much ab-

horred and condemned the notions and experiences of those

whose first faith consists in believing that Christ is theirs, and

that Christ died for them ; without any previous expericnca of

linion of heart to him, for his excellency, an he is in himsejf, and

not for his supposed love to them ; and who judge of their inter-

est in Christ, their justiacation, and God's love to them, not by

their sanctificalion and the exercises and fruits of grace, but

by a supposed immediate witness of the Spirit by iuward sug-

gestion ; I say, it cannot be pretended, that the reason why he

so much detested and condemned such opinions and expe-

rioiicesy was, that h« was of a too legal spirit ; cither that he

never was dead to the law, never experienced a thorough

work of conviction, v/as never fully brought off from his own

fighteousnesB, and weaned from the old covenant, by a thor-

ough legal humiliation ; or that afterwards, he had no great

degree of evangelical humiliation, not living in a deep sense

6f hie own emptiness, wretchedness, poverty, and i\bsoIute de-

pendence on the mere grace of God through Chiist. For his

convictions of sin, preceding his first consolations in Christ,

were exceeding deep and thorough ; his trouble and exercise

of mind, by a sense of sin and misery, very great and long

continued ; and the iigbt let into his mind at his conversion

and in progressive sanctification, appears to have had its gen-

uine humbling influence upon him, to liave kept him low in

his own eyes, not confiding in himself, but in Christ, living bij

ihefaith of the Son of God.) and Icokinc^ for the mercy of the

I^ord Jes'us to eternal life.

Vol. III. 3 T
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Nor can it be pretended, that the reason why he condemned
those, and other things, which this sort of people call the verjr

height of vital religion, and the power of godliness, was, that

he was a deatl Christian, and lived in the dark (as they ex-

press themselves) that his experiences, though they might be

true, were not great ; that he did not live near to God, had

but a small acquaintance with him, and had but a dim sight of

spiritual things. If any, after they have read the preceding

account of Mr. Brainerd's life, will venture to pretend thus,

they will only shew that they themselves are in the dark, and

do indeed /2u? darknessfor light, a?id light for darkness.

II. The foregoing account of Mr. Brainerd's life may af-

ford matter of conviction, that there is indeed such a thing as

true experimental religion, arising from immediate divine in-

fluences, supernatu rally enlightening and convincing the mind,

and powerfully impressing, quickening, sanctifying and gov-

erning the heart ; which religion is indeed an amiable thing,

of happy tendency, and of no hurtful consequence to human

society ; notwithstanding there having been so many pretences

and appearances of what is called experimental vital religion,

that have proved to be nothing but vain, pernicious enthu-

siasm.

If any insist, that Mr. Brainerd's religion was enthusiasm,

and nothing but a strange heat, and blind fervor of mind, aris-

ing from the strong fancies and dreams of a notional, whimsi-

cal brain ; I would ask, if it be so, that such things as these

are the fruits • of enthusiasm, viz. a great degree of honesty

and simplicity, sincere and earnest desires and endeavors to

know and do whatever is right, and to avoid every tiling that

is wrong ; an high degree of love to God, deliglit in the

perfections of his nature, placing the happiness oi'life in him ;

not only in contemplating him, but in being aclive in pleasing

and serving him ; a firm and undoubting belief in the Mes-

siah, as the Saviour of the world, the great Prophet of God,

and King of God's chiu'ch ; together with great love to Him,

delight and complacence in the way of salvation by Him, and

longing for the enlargement of his kingdom ; earnest desires

ihat God may be glorified, and the Messiah's kingdom ad-
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vanced, whatever instruments are made use of; uncommon

resignation to the -will of God, and that under vast trials ;

great and universal benevolence to mankind, reaching all sorts

of persons without distinction, manifested in sweetness of

speech and behavior, kind treatment, mercy, liberality, and

earnest seeking the good of the souls and bodies of men ; at-

tended with extraordinary humility, meekness, forgiveness of

injuries, and love to enemies ; and a great abhorrence of a

contrary spirit and practice ; not only as appearing in others,

but whereinsoever it had appeared in himself ; causing the

rdost bitter repentance, and brokenness of heart on account of

any past instances of such a conduct : A modest, discreet and

decent deportment, among superiors, inferiors and equals ; a

most diligent improvement of time, and earnest care to lose

no part of it; great watchfulness against all sorts of sin, of

heart, speech and action : And this example and these en-

deavors attended with most happy fruits, and blessed efiects

on others, in humanizing, civilizing, and wonderfully reform-

ing and transforming some of the most brutish savages ; idle,

immoral, drunkards, murderers, gross idolaters, and wizards ;

bringing them to permanent sobriety, diligence, devotion, hon-

esty, conscientiousness, and charity : And the foregoing amia-

ble virtues and successful labors all ending at last in a marvel-

lous peace, unmoveable stability, calmness and resignation, in

the sensible approaches ofdeath ; with longing for the heavenly

state ; not only for the honors and circumstantial advantages

of it, but above all for the moral perfections, and holy and

blessed employments of it : And these things in a person in-

disputably of a good understanding and judgment : T say, if

all these things are the fruits of enthusiasm, why should not

enthusiasm be thought a desirable and excelleiit thing ? For

what can true religion, what can the best philosophy do more ?

If vapors and whimsey will bring men to the most thorough

virtue, to the most benign and fruitful morality ; and will

maintain it through a course of life, attended with many trials,

without affectation or selfexaltation, and with an earnest, con-

stant bearing testimony against the wildness, the extravagan-

^^es, the bitter zeal, assuming behavior, aud separating spirit
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of enthusiasts ; and will do all this more effectually, than wiy

thing else has ever clone in any plain known instance that can

be produced ; if it be so, I say, what cause then has the world

to prize and pray for this blessed whinisicalneBg, and these be?

nign sort of vapors 1

III. The preceding history ssrvcs to confirm those doc-

trines usjialiy called the doctrines of grace. For if it be aU
lowed that there is truth, substance, or value in the main of

Mr. Brainerd's religion, it will undoubtedly follow, that thos^

doctrines arc divine : Since it is evident, that the whole of it,

from Ijcginning to end, is according to that scheme of things {

all built on those apprehensions, notions, and views, that are

produced and established in the mind by those doctrines. He
"was brought by doctrines of this kind to his awakening, and

deep concern about things of a spiritual and eternal nature j

and by these doctrines his convictions were maintained and

carried on ; and his conversion was evidently altogether

agreeable to this scheme, but by no means agreeing with the

contrary ; and utterly inconsistent with the Arminian notion

of conversion or repentance. His conversion wa« plainly

founded in a clear strong conviction, and undoubting persua-

sion of the truth of those things appertaining to these doc-

tvines, which Arminians most object against, and which his

OM-n mind had contended most about. And his conversion

vas no confirming and perfecting of moral principles and

habits, by use and practice, and his own labor in an indus-

trious disciplining himself, together with the concurring sug-

gestions and conspiring aids of God's Spirit : But entirely a

supernatural work, at once turning him from darkness to mar-

vellous light, and from the power of sin to the dominion of

divine and holy principles ; an eflect, in no regard produced

by his strength or labor, or obtained by his virtue ; and not

accomplished until he was first brought to a full conviction

that all his own virtue, strength, labors and endeavors, could

never avail any thing to the producing or procuring this ef»

feet.

A very little while before, \m mind was fuH of the same
cavils ag:tif.st the doctrines of C-od's sovereicn grace, tvhich
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are -made by Arminians ; and his heart full even of a vaging

opposition to them. And God was pleased to perform this

good work in him just after a full end had been put to this

caviling and opposition ; after he was entirely convinced, that

he was dead in sin, and was in the hands of God, as the abso-

lutely sovereign, unobliged, sole disposer and author of true

holiness. God's shewing* him mercy at such a time, is a con-

jfirniation, that this was a preparation for mercy, ; and conse-

quently, that these things which he was convinced of were

true : Vvliile he opposed these things, he v/as the subject of

no such mercy ; though he so earnestly sought it, and prayed

for it with so much painfulness, care and strictness in religr

ion : But when once his opposition is fully subdued, and he

is brought to submit to the truths, which he before batl oppos-

ed, with full conviction, then the mercy he sought for is grant-

ed, with abundant light, great evidence, and exceeding joy,

and he reaps the sweet fruits of it all his life after, and in the

valley of the shadoiv of death.

In his conversion he was brought to see the glory of that

way of salvation by Chi'ist, that is taught in v» hat are called

the doctrines of grace ; and thenceforward with unspeakable

joy and complacence, to embrace and acquiesce in that way
of salvation. He was in his conversion, in all respects, brought

to those views, and that state of mind, which these doctrines

shew to be necessary. And if bis conversion was any real

conversion, or any thing besides a mere whin>, and if the re-

ligion of his life was any thing else but a series of iVeaks of a

Xvhimsical mind, then this one grand piinciple, on which de-

pends the whole difference between Calv-inisis and Arminians,

is undeniable, viz. that the grace or virtue of truly good men,
not only differs from the virtue of others in degree, but even

in nature and kind. If ever Mr. Bininerd was truly turned

&om sin to God at all, or ever became truly religious, none

can reasona.bly doubt but that his conversion was at the tinve

when he supposed it to be. The change he then experit-nc-

ed, was evidently the greatest moral change that ever he pass-

ed under ; and he was then apparently first brought to that

kiad of I'eligion, that remarkable new habit and temper of
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mind, which he held all his life after. The narration shews

it to be different, in nature and kind, from all that ever he was

the subject of before. It was evidently wrout^ht at once,

without fitting- and preparint-; his mind, by gradually convinc-

ing it more and more of the same truths, and brineing it near-

er and nearer to such a temper : For it was soon after his

mind had been remarkably full of blasphemy, and a vehement

exercise of sensible enmity against God, and great opposition

to those truths, which he was now brought with his whole

soul to embrace, and rest in, as divine and glorious, and to

place his happiness in the contemplation and improvement

of. And he himself (who was surely best able to judge) de-

clares, that the dispositions and affections, which were then

given him, and thenceforward maintained in him, were most

sensibly and certainly, perfectly different in their nature, from

all that ever he M-as the subject of before, or that he ever had

any conception of. This he ever stood to and was peremp-

tory in (as what he certainly knew) even to his death. He
must be looked upon as capable of judging ; he had opportu-

nity to know : He had practised a great deal of religion be-

fore, was exceeding strict and conscientious, and had continu-

ed so for a long time ; had various religious affections, with

which he often flattered himself, and sometimes pleased him-

self as being now in a good estate. And after he had those

new experiences, that began in his conversion, they were con-

tinued to the end of his life ; long enough for him thorough-

ly to observe their nature, and compare them with what had

been before. Doubtless he was covifioa mentis ; and was at

least one of so good an understanding and judgment, as to be

pretty well capable of discerning and comparing the things

that passed in his own mind. '* 7.:ih iJi^

It is further observable, that his religion all along operated

in such a manner as tended to confirm his mind in the doct-

rines of God's absolute sovereignty, man's universal and en-*'

lire dependence on God's power and grace, &c. The more
his religion prevailed in his heart, and the fuller he was of di-

vine love, and of clear and delightful views of spiritual things,

and the more his heart was engaged in God's service ; the



MEMOIRS OF MR. BRAINERD. 533

more sensible he was of the certainty and the excellency and

importance of these truths, and the more he was affected with

them, and rejoiced in them. And he declares particularly

that when he lay for a long while on the verge of the eternal

world, often expecting to be in that world in a few minutes-,

yet at the same time enjoying great serenity of mind, and

clearness of thought, and being most apparently in a peculiar

manner at a distance from an enihusiastical frame, he at that

time saw clearly the truth of those great doctrines of the gos-

pel, which are justly stiled the doctrines of gracej and never

felt himself so capable of demonstrating the truth of them.

So that it is very evident, Mr. Brainerd's religion was v/hol-

ly correspondent to what is called the Calvinistical scheme^

and v/as the effect of those doctrines applied to his heart :

And certainly it cannot be denied, that the effect was good,

unless we turn Atheists, or Deists. 1 would ask whether

there be any such thing in reality, as Christian devotion ? If

there be, What is it ? What is its nature ? And what its just

measure ? Should it not be in a great degree ? We read abund-

antly in scripture, of loving God with all the heart, v/ith all the

soul, with all the mind, and with all the strength, of delighting

in God, of rejoicing in the Lord, rejoicing with joy unspeaka-

ble and full of glory, the soul's magnifying the Lord, thirsting

for God, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, the

soul's breaking for the longing it hath to God's judgments,

praying to God with groanings that cannot be uttered, mourn-

ing for sin with a broken heart and contrite spirit, Zzc. How
full is the book of Psalms, and other parts of scriptme, of such

things as these 1 Now wherein do these things, as expressed

by, and appearing in Mr. Brainerd, either the things them-

selves, or their effects and fruits, differ from the scripture

representations? These things he was brought to by that

sti'ange and wonderful transformation of the man, which he

called his conversion. And does not tliis well agree with

what is so often said, in Old Testament and New, concerning

the giving of a nev/ heart, creating a right spirit, a being

renewed in the spirit of the mind, a being sanctified through-

©ut, becoming a new creature, &c. ? Now where is there to
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be fouiul an Anuinian conversion or repentance, consisting in

so great and admirable a change ? Can the Arminians pro^

duce an instance, within this a£?;c, and so plainly within our

reach and view, of such a refornvationj such a transformation

of a man, to scriptural dcA'cticn, heavenly mindedness, and

true Christian morality, in one that before lived without these

things, on the foot of their principles, and through the influ-

ence of their doctrines ?

And here is worthy to be considered, not only the effect of

Calvinistical doctrines, as they are called, on Mr. Brainerd

himself, but also the effect of the same doctrines, as taught and

inculcated by him, on others. It is abundantly pretended and

asserted of late, tiiat these doctrines tend to undermine the

Very foundations of all religion and morality, and to enervate

and vacate all reasonable motives to the exercise and practice

of them, and lay invincible stumbling blocks before infidels,

to binder their embracing Christianity ; and that the contrary

doctrines are the fruitful principles of virtue and goodness,

set religion on its right basis, represent it in an amiable light,

give its motives their full force, and recommend it to the rea-

son and common sense of mankind. But where can they

find an instance of so great and signal an effect of their doc-

trines, in bringing infidels, who v.-ere at such a distance from

oil that is civil, human, sober, rational, and Christian, and so

full of inveterate prejudices against these things, to such a de-

gree of humanity, civility, exercise of reason, selfdenial, and

Christian viitue? Arminians place religion in morality : Let

them bring an instance of their doctrines producing such a

transformation of a people in point of morality. It is strange,

if the all wise God so orders things in his providence, that rea-

sonable and proper means, and his own means, which he him-

self has appointed, should in no known remarkable instance

be instrumental to produce so good an effect ; an effect so

agreeable to his OAvn word and mind, and that very effect for

which he appointed these CNccllent means ; that they should

not be so successful as those means which ai'e not his own,

but very contrary to them, and of a contrary tendency ; means

that are in themselves very absurd, and tend to root all r«ligion
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tnd virtue out of the world, to promote and establish infidelity

and to lay an insuperable stumbling- block belbre pagans, to

hinder tlieir embracing the gospel : I say,'if this be the true

state of the case, it is certainly pretty wonderful, and an event

v/orthy of some attention.

I know that many will be ready to say, it is too soon yet to

glory in the work, that has been wrought among Mr. Erain-

erd's Indians ; it is best to wait and see the final event ; it

may be, all will come to nothing by and by : To which I an-

swer, not to insist that it will not follow, according to Armiriian

principles, they are not now true Christians, really pious and

godly, though they should fall away and come to nothing, that

1 never supposed, every one of those Indians, who in profes-

sion renounced their Heathenism and visibly embraced Ch.rlst-

ianity, and have had some appearances of piety, will finally

prove true converts : If two thirds, or indeed one half of them,

as great a proportion as there is in the parable of the ten vir-

gins, should persevere ; it will be sufficient to shev/ the work

wrought among them, to have been truly admirable and glori-

ous. But so much of permanence of their religion has al-

ready appeared, as shews it to be something else besides an

Indian humor or good mood, or any transient efl'ect in the con-

ceits, notions, and affections of these ignorant people, excited

at a pariicular turn, by artful management. For it is now
more than three years ago, that this work began among them,

and a remarkable change appeared in many cf them ; since

which time the number of visible converts has greatly in-

creased : And by repeated accounts, from several hunds, they

still generally persevere in diligent religion and strict virtue.

I think worthy to be here inserted, a letter from a young genj-

tlem.an, a candidate for the ministry, one of those appointed

by the honorable Commissioners in Boston, as Missionaries

to the Heathen ofthe Six Nations, so called ; who by their or- ,

der, dwelt with Mr. John Brainera, among these Christian In-

dians, in order to their being prepared for the business of

their mission. The letter was written from thence to his p?.r-^

ents here in Northampton, and is as follows.

Vol. III. S U
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BEriiEL^in JVcivjcrsey^ Jan. 14, 1747.. ..8.

HONORED AND DEAR PARENTS,

.^FTER a long and uncomfortable journey, by reason of

bad weather, I arrived at Mr. Brainerd's the sixth of this in-

stant ; where I design to stay this winter : And as yet upon

many accounts, am well satisfied with my coming hither.

The state and circumstances of the Indians, spiritual and

temporal, much exceed what I expected. I have endeavored

to acquaint myself with the state of the Indians, in general,

with particular persons, and with the school, as much as the

short time I have been here would admit of. And notwith-

standing my expectations were very much raised, from Mr.

David Brainerd's Journal, and from particular informations

from him ; yet I must confess, that in many respects, they

were not equal to that which now appears to me to be true,

concerning the glorious work of divine grace amongst the

Indians.

The evening after I came to toyvn, I had opportunity to see

the Indians together, whilst the Rev. Mr. Arthur preached to

them ; at which time there appeared a very general and un-

common seriousness and solemnity in the congregation : And
this appeared to me to be the effect of an inward sense of the

importance of divine truths, and not because they were hear-

ing a stranger ; which was abundantly confirmed to me the

next sabbath, when there was the same devout attendance on

divine service, and a surprising solemnity appearing in the

performance of each part of divine worship. And some wh.i

are hopefully true Christians, appear to have been at that

time much enlivened and comforted ; not from any observa-

ble commotions then, but from conversation afterwards : And

others seemed to be under pressing concern for their souls.

1 have endeavored to acquaint myself with particular persons ;

many of v.hom seem to be very humble and growing Christ-

ians ; although some of them, as I am informed, were before

their conversion most monstrously wicked.

Religious conversation seems to be very pleasing and de-

lightful to many, and especially that which relates to the ex-
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ercises of the heart. And many here do not seem to be real

Christians only, but growing Christians also ; as well in doct-

rinal, as experimental knowledge. Besides my conversation

with particular persons, I have had opportunity to attend upon

one of Mr. Brainerd's catechetical lectures ; where I was sur-

prised at their readiness in answering questions which they

had not been used to ; although Mr. Brainerd complained

much of their uncommon deficiency. It is surprising, to see

this people, who, not long since were led captive by Satan at

his will, and living in the practice of all manner of abomina-

tions, without the least sense even of moral honesty, yet now

living soberly and regularly, and not seeking every man his

own, but every man, in some sense his neighbor's good ; and

to see those, who but a little while past, knew nothing of the

true God, now worshipping him in a solemn and devout man-

ner ; not only in public, but in their families, and in secret

;

which is manifestly the case ; it being a difficult thing to

walk out in the woods in the morning, without disturbing per-

sons at their secret devotion. And it seems wonderful, that

this should be the case, not only with adult persons, but v/ith

children also. It is observable here, that many children, if

not the children in general, retire into secret places to pray.

And as far as at present I can judge, this is not the effect of

custom and fashion, but of real seriousness and thoughtfulness

about their souls.

I have frequently gone into the school, and have spent con-

siderable time there amongst the children ; and have been

surprised to see, not only their diligent attendance upon the

business of the school, but also the proficiency they have made

in it, in reading and writing, and in their catechisms of divers

sorts. It seems to be as pleasing and as natural to these

children to have their books in their hands, as it does for many
others to be at play. I have gone into an house where there

has been a number of children accidentally gathered together,

and observed, that every one had his book in his hand, and

was diligently studying of it. There is to thenumber of about

thirty of these children, who can answer to all the questions in

the assembly's catechism; and the bigger part of them are
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able to do it, with the proofs, to tlic foin'h commandment,. J

wish there were many such schoois : I confess that I never was

acqnaiiited M'ith such an one, in many respects. O that what

Cod haa done here, may prove to be the beginning of a far

more glorious and extensive work of grace among the Hea-

then. I am your obedient r.nd dutiful son,

JOB STRONG.

P. S. Since the date of this, I have had opportunity to at-

tend upon another of Mr. Brainerd'.s catechetical lectures ;

and truly I was convinced, that Mr. Brainerd dlu not complain

before of his people's defects in an.swering to questions pro-

posed, without reason : For although their answers at that

time exceeded my expectations very much ; yet their per-

formances at this lecture very much exceeded them.

Iv. Is there not much in the preceding memoirs of Mr.

Brainerd to teach and excite to duty us, who are called to the

work of the ministry, and all that are candidates for this great

work ? What a deep sense did he seem to have of the great-

Bess and importance of that work, and \vilh what weight did it

lie on his mind ! How sensible was he of his own insufBcien-

cy for this work ; and how great was his dependence on

God's sufficiency 1 How eolieitous, that he might be fitted

for it ! And to this end, how much time did he spend in

prayer and fasting, as well as reading and meditation
;
giving

himself to these things ! How did he dedicate his whole life,

all his powers and talents to God ; and forsake and renounce

the world, with all its pleasing and ensnaring enjoyments, that

he might be wholly at liberty, to serve Christ in this work ;

and to please him who had chosen him to be a soldier, under

the Cafitain of our salvation ! With what solicitude, solemnity,

and diligence, did he devote himself to God our Saviour, and

seek his presence and blessing in secret, at the time of his or-

dination ! And how did his whole heart appear to be constant-

ly engaged, his whole time employed, an'd his whole strength

spent in the business he then solemnly undertook, and was

publicly sbt r.part to ! And his history shews us the right
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way to success in the work of the ministry. He sought it, as

a resolute soldier seeks victory, in a siege or battle ; or as a

man that runs a race, for a great prize. Animated with love

to Christ and souls, how did he labor always fervently, not on-

ly in word and doctrine, in public and private, but in prayers

day and night, wrestling with God in secret, and travailing

in birth, with unutterable groans and agonies, until Christ Avas

formed in the hearts of the people to whom he was sent !

How did he thirst for a blessing on his ministry ; and watch

for souls') as one that must give account I How did he goforth

in the strength of the Lord God ; seeking and depending on a

special influence of the Spirit to assist and succeed him 1 And
what was the happy fruit at last, though after long wailing,

and many dark and discouraging appearances ! Like a true

son of Jacob, he persevered in wrestling, through all the dark-

ness of the night, until tiie breaking of the day.

And his example of laboring, praying, denying himself, and

enduring hardness, with unfainting resolution and patience,

and his faithful, vigilant, and prudent conduct in many other

respects, which it would be too long now particularly to recitt',

may afford instruction to missionaries in particular.

V. The foregoing account of Mr. Brainerd's life may af-

ford instruction to Christians in general ; as it shews, in many
respects, the right way of practising religion, in order to ob-

tain the ends of it, and receive the benefits of it ; or how
Christians should run the race set before them, if they would

not run in vain, or run as uncertainly, but would honor God in

the world, adorn their profession, be serviceable to mankind,

have the comforts of religion while they live, be free from

disquieting doubts and dark apprehensions about the state of

their souls ; enjoy peace in the approaches of death, andf?i'

ish their course with joy. In general, he much recommended,

for this purpose, the redemption of time, great diligence in

the business of the Christian life, watchfulness, £cc. And he

very remarkably exempliSed these things. .,,j^.^ ;

But particularly, his e:;ample and success/y^ith, regard to

one duty in special, may be of great use to both ministers and

private Christians ; I mean the duty of secret fasting. The
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reader has seen, how much Mr. Brainerd recortitnend* this

duty, and how frequently he exercised himself in it ; nor can

it well have escaped observation, how much he was owned

and blessed in it, and of what great benefit it evidently was to

his soul. Among all the many days he jf-pent in secret fast-

ing and prayer, that he gives an account of in his Diary, there

is scarce an instance of one, but what wiis cither attended dr

soon followed with apparent success, and a remarkable bless-

ing, in special incom.cs and consolations of God's Spirit ; and

very often, before the day was ended. But it must be ob-

served, that when he set about this duty, he did it in good

earnest ; stirring up himself to take hold of God, and continu-

ing instant in firayer, with much of the spirit of Jacob, who
said to the angel, / wi'l not let thee go, excejit thou bless me.

VI. There is much in the preceding account to excite and

encourage God's people to earnest prayers and endeavors for

the advancement and enlargement of the kingdom of Christ

in the world. Mr. Brainerd gave us an excellent example in

this respect. He sought the prosperity of Zion with all his

might. He preferred Jerusalem above his chief joy. How
did his soul long for it, and pant after it ! And how earnestly

and often did he wrestle with God for it ! And how far did he,

in these desires and prayers, seem to be carried beyond all

private and selfish views ! Being animated by a pure love to

Christ, an earnest desire of his glory, and a disinterested af-

fection to the souls of mankind.

As there is much in Mr. Brainerd's life to encourage Christ-

ians to seek the advancement of Christ's kingdom, in general

;

so there is, in particular, to pray for the conversion of the In-

dians on this continent, and to exert themselves in the use of

proper means for its accomplishment. For it appears, that

he, in his unutterable longings and wrestlings of soul for "the

flourishing of religion, had his mind peculiarly intent on the

conversion and salvation of these people, and his heart more

especially engaged in prayer for them. And if we considei*

the degree and manner in which he, from time to time, sought

and hoped for an extensive work of grace among them, I

think we have reason to hope, that the Avonderful things,
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tvhich God wrought amopg them by him, are but a forerun-

per of something yet much more glorious and extensive of

that kind ; and this may justly be an encouragement, to v/eil

disposed, charitable persons, to honor the Lord with' their sub-

stance^ by contributing, as they are able, to promote the

spreading of the gospel among t!iem ; and this also may in-

cite and encourage gentlemen who are incorporated, and in-

trusted with the care and disposal of those liberal benefactions,

which have already been made by pious persons, to that end ;

and likewise the missionaries themselves, that are or may be

employed ; and it niay be of direction unto both, as to the

proper qualifications of missionaries, and the proper meas-

ures to be taken in order to their success.

One thing in particular, I would take occasion from the

foregoing history to mention and propose to the consideration

of such as have the care of providing and sending missiona-

ries among savages ; viz. whether it would not ordinarily be

best to send two together? It is pretty manifest, that Mr.

Brainerd's going, as he did, alone into the howling wilderness,

was one great occasion of such a prevailing of melancholy on

his mind ; which was his greatest disadvantage. He was

much in speaking of it himself, when he was here in his dy-

ing state ; and expressed himself, to this purpose, that none

could conceive of the disadvantage a missionary in such cir-

cumstances was under, by being alone; especially as it ex-

posed him to discouragement and m^eleincholy : And spoke of

the wisdom of Christ in sending forth his disciples by two and

two; and left it as his dying advice to his brother, never to

go to (Susquehannah, to trayel about in that remote wilder-

ness, to preach to the Indians there, as he had often done,

without the company of a fellow missionary.

VII. One thing more may not be unprofitably observed in

the preceding account of Mr. Brainerd ; and that is the spec-

ial and remarkable disposal of Divine Providence, with regard

to the. circumstances of his last sickness and death.

Though he had been long infirm, his constitution being

much broken by his fatigues and hardships ; and though he

"Was often brought very low by illness, before he left Kaunau-
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mcel;, and also wliile he lived at the Forks of Delaware ; yef

his life was preserved until he had seen that which he had so

long and greatly desired and sought, a glorious work of grace

among the Indians, and had received the wished for blessing

of God on his labors. Though as it were in deaths oft, yet he
lived to behold the happy fruits of the long continued travail

of his soul, and labor of his body, in the wonderful conversion

of many of the Hcaihen, and the happy effect of it in the great

change of their conversation, with many circumstances which

afforded a fair prospect of the continuance of God's blessing

upon them : Thus he did not depart, until his eyes had seen

God 's f;alvatio7i.

Though in that winter that he lay sick at Mr. Dickinson's

in Elizabethtown, he continued for a long time in an extreme-

ly low state, so that his life was almost despaired of, and his

state was sometimes such that it was hardly expected he

would live a day to an end ; yet his life was spared a while

longer ; he lived to see his brother arrived in Newjersey, be-

ing come to succeed him in the care of his Indians ; and he
himself had opportunity to assist in his examination and in-

troduction into his business ; and to commit the conduct of

his dear people to one whom he well knew, and could put

confidence in, and use freedom with, in giving him particular

instructions and charges, and under whose care he could leave

his congregation with great cheerfulness.

The providence of God was remarkable in so ordering

it, that before his death he should take a journey into Newen"--

land, and go to Boston : Which was, in many respects, of

very great and happy consequence to the interest of religion,

and especially among his own people. By this meansi as has

been observed, he was brought into acquaintance with many
persons of note and influence, ministers and others, belonging

both to the town and various parts of the country ; and had

opportunity, under the best advantages, to bear a testimony

for God and true relii;ion, and against those false appearances

ol it that have proved most pernicious to the interests of

Christ's kingdom in the land. And the providence of God is

particularly observable in this circumstance of the testimony
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tie there bore for true religion, viz. that he there was brought

so near the grave, and continued for so long a time on the

very brink of eternity ; and from time to time looked on him-

self, and was looked on by others, as just leaving the world j

and that in these circumstances he should be so particularly-

directed and assisted in his thoughts and views of religion, to

distinguish between the true and the false, with such clearness

and evidence ; and that after this he should be unexpectedly

fend surprisingly restored and strengthened, so far as to be able

.to converge freely ; and have such opportunity, and special

Occasions to declare the sentiments he had in these, which

were, to human apprehension, his dying circumstances ; and

to bear his testimony concerning the nature of true religion,

and concerning the mischievous tendency of its most preva-

lent counterfeits and false appearances ; as things he had a

special, clear, distinct view of at that time, when he expected

in a few minutes to be in eternity ; and the certainty and im-

portance of which were then, in a peculiar manner, impressed

on his mind.

Among the happy consequences of his going to Boston,

were those liberal benefactions that have been mentioned,

which were made by pious disposed persons, for the main-

taining and promoting the interest of religion among his peo-

ple : And also the meeting of a number of gentlemen in Bos-

ton, of note and ability, to consult upon measures for that

purpose ; who were excited, by their acquaintance and con-

versation v/ith Mr. Brainerd, and by the account of the great

things God had wrought by his ministry, to unite themselves,

that by their joint endeavors and contributions they might pro-

mote the kingdom of Christ, and the spiritual good of their

fellow creatures, among the Indians in Newjerscy, and else-

where.

The providence cf God was observable in his going to Bos**

ton at a time when not only the honorable commissioners

were seeking missionaries to the Six Nations ; but just after

his Journal, which gives an account of his labors and success

among the Indians, had been received and spread in Boston :

Whereby his name was known, and the minds of serious peo--

VOL. III. 3 W
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pie were well prepared to receive his person, and the testimor

4iy he there gave for God ; to exert themselves for the up*

holding and promoting the interest of religion in his congre-

gation, and amongst the Indians elsewhere ; and to regard

his judgment concerning the qualifications of missionaries,

Sec. If he had gene there the fall before, when he had in-

tended to have made his journey into Newengland, but was

prevented by a sudden great increase of his illness, it would

not have been likely to have been in any measure to so good

effect : And also if he had not been unexpectedly detained in

Boston : For Avhen he Avent from my house, he intended to

make bnt a very short stay there : But Divine Providence, by

his being brought so low there, detained him long ; thereby

to make way for the fulfilling its own gracious designs.

The providence of God was remarkable in so ordering, that

although he was brought so very near the grave in Boston,

that it was not in the least expected he would ever come alive

out of his chamber
; yet he wonderfully revived, and was pre-

served several months longer : So that he had opportunity to

see, and fully to converse with both his younger brethren be-

fore he died ; which was a thing he greatly desired ; and es-

pecially to see his brother John, with whom was left the care

of his congregation ; that he might by him be fully informed

of their state, and might leave with him such instructions and

directions as were requisite in order to their spiritual welfare,

and to send to them his dying charges and counsels. And he

had also an opportunity, by means of this suspension of his

death, to find and recommend a couple of persons fit to be

employed as missionaries to the Six Nations, as had been de-

sired of him.

Although it was the pleasure of a sovereign God, that he

should be taken away from his congregation, the people that

he had begotten through the gospel, who were so dear to him;

yet it was granted to him, that before he died he should see

them well provided for, every way : He saw them provided

for with one to instruct them, and take care of their souls ;

his own brother, whom he could confide in : He saw a good

ffcundation laid for the support of the school among them ;
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those things that before were wantin!^ in order to it, being

supplied : And he had the prospect of a charitable society be-

ing established, of able and well disposed persons, who seem
to make the spiritual interest of his congregation their own';

whereby he had a comfortable view of their being well provid-

ed for, for the future : And he had also opportunity to leave

all his dying charges with his successor in th6 pastoral care

of his people, and by him to send his dying counsels to them.

Thus God granted him to see all things happily settled, or in

a hopeful way of being so, before his death, with respect to

his dear people. And whereas not only his own congregation,

b«t the souls of the Indians in North America in general,

"were very dear to him, and he had greatly set his heart on the

propagating and extending the kingdom of Christ among
them ; God was pleased to grant to him, however it was his

"will that he should be taken away, and so should not be Cue im-

mediate instrument of their instruction and conversion, yet

that before his death, he should see vmexpected extraordinary

provision made for this also. And it is remarkable, that God
not only allowed him to see such provision made for the

maintaining the interest of religion among his ov/n people,

and the propagation of it elsewhere ; but honored him by

making him the means or occasion of it. So that it is very-

probable, however Mr. Brainerd, during the last four months

of his life, was ordinarily in an extremely weak and low state,

very often scarcely able to speak
; yet that he was made the

instrument or means of much more good in that space of

time, than he v.'ould have been if he had been well, and in full

strength of body. Thus God's power was manifested in his

weakness, and the life of Christ was manifested in his mortal

flesh.

Another thing wherein appears the merciful disposal of

Providence wi-th respect to his death, was, that he' did not die

in the wilderness, among the savages at Kaunaumeek, or the

Forks of Delaware, or at Susquehannah ; but in a place

where his dying behavior and speeches might be observed and

remembered, and some account given of them for the benef-t
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of survivors ; and also where cave might be taken of him iii

his sickness, and proper honors done him at his death.

The providence of God is also worthy of remark, in so over--

ruling and ordering the matter, that he did not finally leave

absolute orders for the entire suppressing of his private pa-

pers ; as he had intended and fully resolved, insomuch that

all the importunity of his friends could scarce restrain him

from doing it, when sick at Boston. And one thing relating

to this is peculiarly remarkable, viz. that his brother, a little

before his death, should come from the Jerseys unexpected,

and bring his Diary to him, though he had received no such

order. Mr. Brainerd himself, as was before observed,

was much in taking notice, when near his end, of the merci-

ful circumstances of his death ; and said, from time to time,

that God had granted him all his desire.

And I would not conclude my observations on the merciful

circumstances of Mr. Brainsrd's death, without acknowledg-

ing with thankfulness, the gracious dispensation of Providence

to me and my family, in so ordering, that he (though the or-

dinary place of his abode was more than two hundred miles

distant) should be cast hither, to my house, in his last sick-

ness, and should die here : So that we had opportunity for

much acquaintance and conversation with him, and to shew

him kindness in such circumstances, and to see his dying be-

havior, to hear his dying' speeches, to receive his dying coun-

sels, and to have the benefit of his dying prayei's. May God
in infinite mercy grant that we may ever retain a proper re-

membrance of these things, and make a due improvement of

the advantages we have had in these respects ! The Lord

grant also, that the foregoing account of ]\Ir. Brainerd's life

and death may be for the great spiritual benefit of all that

shall read it, and prove a happy means of promoting the re-

vival of true religion in these parts of the world.

END OF VOLUME IIL
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