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APOLOGY.

AS the folio-wing difcourfe was delivered

from Jhort notes, it is hoped that any

Utile difference in arrangement, or any addi-

tional proofs or illufrations, now obferved^

will be readily excufed by any who heard the

difcourfe preached; efpecially, whiljl it is re*

membered, that in a printed difcourfe much

higher authorities are expeEled, than what is

neceffary in the common courfe of parochial

preaching.

For anyfentiments obferved to be omitted,

the reader is referred to the tenor of the pre-

ceding difcourfes; and ifanyfhould be ready

tofay, that proofs and illuflrations are need-

lefsly multiplied, it may not be improper to

anfwer, that on thefubjeB, ofprophecy, as well

as in refpeSt to every other, the truth gains in

proportion to the evidence by which it is aitefl-

ed; andfhines much brighter whilflfupported

by a cloud of approved witneffes, than whilfl

refiing on the opinion of anyfngle interpret

tcr^
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MYSTICAL BABYLON-

Revelatiom XVlii, 20.

Rejoice over her thou heaven, and ye holy a^

pojlles and prophets,for God hath avenged

you on her^

IN all the calamities which it pleafes God
to bring upon his enemies, or upon the

enemies of his church, all holy beings have

caufe to rejoice. The ground of their joy,

in fiich events, however awful to the fuffer-

ers, is founded in the reafon and nature of

things as well as in the exprefs appointment

and call of God.

The caufe ofGod in heaven, and the caufe

of Chrill: and of his church on the earth are

one and the fame ; and fo far as either the

former or the latter, or both unitedly, may
be employed, in their ufual methods of ex-

ertion, in counterafting, and in overturning
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the purpofes of the Grand Adverfary or of

his inftruments ; in the fame degree may the

ftruggle be ftiled a common caufe, or a ge-

neral war. The enemies of God are the e-

nemies of his church, and they who feek the

overthrow of the latter, would, if poffible,

dethrone the former. On this account, there-

fore, it is, that all holy beings, whether in

the heaven of heavens, on high, or whether

in the heavens of the Chriftian church, (for

fo, in prophetic ftile, the word fometimes

fignifies,) are called upon to rejoice at the

calamities which God, in judgment for their

fins, brings on his enemies, and on the ene*

mies of his Zion.

All holy beings have caufe to rejoice in

the downfall of the wicked, as fuch a difaf-

ter, under the management of heaven, may
tend to the upbuilding of the kingdom of

Chrift, and of the truth in the world. By
fuch events viftory is, renewedly, afcribed to

God. The faith and hope of the pious are

revived and confirmed.—That fuch effefts,

by fuch difaflers upon the wicked, have been

produced, the fcriptures plainly teach. The
drowning of the old world, and the deftruc-

lion of Pharaoh and his hoft are inftances

in point. In view of the latter,y^?2^ Mofes,
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^nd the children of Ifrael this fong unto the

Lord, aMfpake, faying—/ zoilljing unto the

Lord, for he hath triumphed glorioujly: the

horfe and his rider hath he thrown into the

Jed, The Lord is my^Jlrength andfong^ and
he is become myfalvation : he is my God, and

1 will prepare him an habitation ; myfather's

God, and Iwill exalt htm. The Lord is a man
ofwar: the Lord is his name.

Not only is the confidence of the righte-

ous maintained by fuch difplays of vindic^

live powder, but the fame events load, with

increafing danger, the interefls of Sataii and
of the wicked in-general.

To revive the interells of truth and of

grace—to fupport the caufe of God in the

bofoms of the righteous, and to accumulate

the degrees of danger, apprehenfion and fi-

nal deftruflion, on the part of the wicked,

have no doubt been important, if not lead-

ing objeQs to be accompliihed, in all the

denunciations and executions which^ in all

ages^ have been, in a higher or lefs degree,

emptied forth upon the wicked, from the

vials of the divine indignation.

In purfuance of the fame important ob-

jefts^ a call is iffued, on a mighty and folemn

S s
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occafion, to all friends to God, and to hi§

government to rejoice. Rejoice over her thou

heaven, andye holy apojtles and prophets^for
God hath avengedyou on her.

Unfolding this paffage I propofe tolliew,

I. Who it is over whofe deilruftion holy

beings are called upon to rejoice.

II. The caufe of this difafler.

III. Notice the means employed to bring

this event to pafs. And,

IV. Shew the foundation the event lays

for univerfal joy; concluding with fome re-

flexions from the whole.

And will a very gracious God fo enlight-

en the mind, both of the fpeaker and of the

hearers, that truths may be opened, impref-

fions made, and effefts wrought anfwerable

to the nature and import of fo folemn and

momentous a fubjeft.—I am,

I. To fliew who it is over whofe deftruc-

tion, or downfall, all holy beings are called

upon to rejoice.

For this knowledge we muft repair to the

firft and fecond verfes of the context. And
after thefe things, faith the infpired ajx)flle.

Ifaw another angel come doxonfrom heaven^
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having greatpower , and the earth was light*

enedwith his glory. And he cried mightily

mth a Jlrong voice,faying, babylon the
GREAT IS FALLEN, IS FALLEN.

It is very generally, if not unanimoufly,

agreed by ProteRant writers, that by Baby-

lon, as ufed in this place, you are to under-

fland the extenfive, once triumphant, and

peiTecuting power of anti-chrillian Papal

Rome, filled babylon, becaufe there are fo

many appendages to this idolatrous power,

which fo nearly refemble, and fo exaflly

anfwer the prophetic defcription of Baby-

lon, ofthe Chaldees—the inveterate, the pow-

erful, and, for a feafon, the fuccefsful ene*

my of the people of God, in ancient time.

Figures of fpeech, efpecially in the pro-

phetic parts, are very frequent in the fcrip-

tures. Indeed, almofl the whole of this book

of the Revelation of Jefus Chrif vjhich God

gave unto him, to fliew unto hisfervants things

zohich mufifiortly come to pafs, is made up

of figures. Sometimes, left the figure (hould

be unintelligible, the angel fent to commu-
nicate the very interefting intelligence of

this invaluable book, explains the figure.

—

And fometimes the prophetic herald gives

a different view of the fame object in differ*
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ent figures. Of this method we have an ex-

ample in the fubjeft before us.

Papal Rome, here ftiled babylon the

GREAT, in the chapter preceding is called,,

becaufe of her idolatrous praftices, and be-

caufe of her forfaking her original faithful

Lord and Hufband—^the great whore:
And that it might be known to be the fame

power, as is here defcribed, the word Baby-

lon is annexed or interwoven with the o-

ther charafters of this myftical harlot. This

fa6l will be yet more clear if you liften to

the teftimony itfelf So he carried me away

in thefpirit into the zvildernefs: and IJaw a

roomanjit upon a fcarlet-coloured beaJi^fulL

of navies ojblajphemy, havingfeven heads and

ten horns. And the woman was arrayed in

purple and fearlet-colour, and. decked loith

gold, and preciousJiones, and pearls, having

a golden cup in her hand,full of abomina-

tions a.ndfilthinefs of herfornication. And
upon herforehead zvas a name^'written, mys-

tery, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MO-

THER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH.

In fupporting the allufion, or in running

the parallel between ancient heathenifii and

modern anti-chriftian Papal Babylon, yea
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will permit, that I but touch upon the dif-

ferent branches of fimilarity, leaving the

more full illuftration to be fupplied by your

own recolleftion and ftudy.

As in the prophetic writings the words

Jerufalem, Zion, the Temple of the living

God, &c. are ufed to exprefs the ftate of

the church under the Jevv^ifh, fo the fame

words are fometimes applied to exprefs the

ftate and charafter of the church under the

Chriftian difpenfation. On the other hand^

as Sodom, Egypt and Babylon were names
given to the enemies of God, and of his

church, in ancient time, fo, under the fame

names, their fucceffors are fet forth and de-

fcribed as to exift in later times.

All thefe dark (hades of national charac-

ter, and many more, did time allow, might

be proved to be, with juftice, applicable to

this anti-chriflian power of Papal Rome.

—

To Sodom this power may be likened for

her fin, and to Egypt for her darknefs, ido-

latry and oppreiTion. And, without doubt,

by the angel of God, in his addrefs to St.

John on the fubje6l of the (laughter of the

witneffes, thefe dark fiiades are applied to

this tyrannical dominion. And their dead

bodiesJJiall lie in the Jireet cf the great city.
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xohichfpiritually is called Sodom and Egypt

^

tohere, alfo, our Lord was crucijied^ On thefe

words, faith an approved commentator*—

•

*' The place where this was done is ftiled

" Sodom and Egypt, and the great city

*' xohere our Lord was crucified; which, if

*' literally underftood, fignifies Jerufalem,
^' but if myftically underftood, ROME,orthe
*^ Roman empire."—And no one, I may add,

will fuppofe it is perverting the prophetic

emblem, if it be applied, folely, to Rome;
efpecially, if it be recollefted, that as Jeru-

falem was the head of the Jevvifh, fo Rome
profefTes to be the head of the Chriftian em-

pire; and alfo, that the once crucifying of

our Lord at Jerufalem, is but a faint emblem

of the thoufand crucifixions he has fince un-

dergone in the multiplied perfecutions and

tortures of the members of his myftical bo-

dy; and, I may add, which he ftill under-

goes in the daily offerings, the myflical fer-

vices, the fuperftitious maffes of the church

of Rome.
Hear, alfo, to this point, the teftimony of

a late very refpeclable writer on the fubjeft

of prophecy.t " As to the great city, men-

NOTES.
* Buikit in loco, f Langdon in loco«
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*' tioned under the figurative names of So-
*' dom and Egypt, and comparedalfo to Je-
•* falem, where our Lord was crucified, we
*' {hall find by following vifions that Rome,
*^ with its empire, is meant. It is called So-
" dom, on account of the abominable crimes

*' committed in it; Egypt, on account of
*^ abounding fuperfiition and idolatry, and
*' the cruel bondage in which it holds the
*' people of God: And it is compared to
*' Jerufalem, being faid to be the city where
•' our Lord was crucified ; becaufe w'hile it

" pretended to be an holy city, it had killed

*^ the prophets and faints, and crucified Chrill
*^ afrefh in his members. Here it may be
'' more efpecially obferved, that as in the
*' beginning of the chapter the temple is the
*' emblem of the Chriflian church, that city,

" with its empire, in which the church is com-
*' prehended, may very properly be compar-
" ed to Jerufalem, the city in which the Jew-
" ifli temple flood: And as our Lord was
" crucified within thejurifdiftionof theRo-
*' man empire, and by the Roman authori-

" ty, and the Papal empire has fucceeded to

" the other, and claims an equal extent, there,

" is a propriety in faying that our Lord was
^^ crucified in the great city Rome, confi-
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*^ dered in connexion with the empire of
" which it is the capital."

Having laid this foundation as to the ufe

and application ofprophetic figures, to which

much might be added, were it neceffary, the

way is plain to proceed v/ith my fubjeft, in

an attempt to fliew, that by babylon the
GREAT, whofe fall is predifted in the text^

is meant the prefent anti-chriftian power of

Papal Rome*

This fafl: will, at once, appear moft pal-

pably evident, if, with attention, you are

pleafed to follow me in a confideration of

thefeveral articles of analogy, between anci*

ent and modern Babylon, defigned to juftify

the prophetic allufion.

1. Did Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Ba*

bylon, fet up an image^ and call upon the

fubjecls of his empire to fall down and wor-

fhip it, fo hath the Nebuchadnezzar of the

church of Rome, fupported by the magi of

his kingdom, fet up, and continued to fet

up images innumerable, to which the ho-

mage of bowing and kneeling is continually

paid in churches, in many public places, and

even on the common country roads, by the

fubjecls of this myftical empire, as is well

known to thofe who have paffed through

this idolatrous country.
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2. Did the decree of the king of Babylon

enjoin homage to this image on pain of be-

ing ccifiiiito the midjl of a burningJieryfur-

nace; fo doth the church of Rome enjoin

homage to her idols on pain of exclufion

from her communion, with the tortures of

the inquifition in this world, and the pains of

purgatory and damnation in the next.*

3. Did Nebuchadnezzar a6lually inf]i61-,

or attempt to inflifl:, the pains of the fiery

furnace on fome who refufed to bow down
to his image; fo hath the church of Rome
aftually inflicted, on thoufands of innocent

Proteftants, refufing to partake in her idola-

tries, all the tortures which imagination could

invent.

Let the hiftory of her perfecutions, maf-

facres, flaughters and burnings teftify to this

faa.t

Tt
NOTES.

* The Author once had his own hat knocked ofr by the bayO"

net of a ibidier, belonging to a party who efcoried and proteded

a Bi(hop and his confederates, during a very thronged procefiion,

at Nantes, becaufe he would not do culloraary h.arnage at the pre-

fence of the Holl, which was carried along the llreet?, claiming re-

ligious homage, during the farcical exhibitions on the celebra-

tion of the Fete de Dieu.

f ** Satan has oppofed the Reformation with cruel perfscu-

tions. The perfecutions with which the Proteftants, in one king-

dom and another, have been tormented, by the church of Rome,
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4. Was ancient Babylon the feat and fource

of idolatry in the Pagan ; fo is Rome in the

Chriftian world.

NOTE.
have been, in many refpeds, beyond any that were before. So

that Antichrift has proved the greateil and moil cruel enemy the

church of Chrlll ever had; agreeable to the defcriptlon given of

the church of Rome, jhii I fa-iM the ^.v-imaji drmikcn imth tbe

Ihodofthefaints^ and '•^nth the blood' of the martyrs of Jefus.—
jlTid /;; her <was found th' blood ofprophets ^ and offaints, a?id of

c.ll them that ivere^flain upon the earth.

The heathen perfecutions !iad been very dreadful ; but now per.

fecntion, by the church of Rome, was improved, and fludied, and

cultivated as an art or fcience. Such methods of tormenting were

found out, that were beyond the invention of former ages. And,

that perfecution might be managed more effeflually, there were

certain focieties efcabliftied in various pnrts of the Popifii domi-

nions, whofe bufinefs it rtiould be to ftudy,' improve, and pradife

perfecution in its highefl perfev3ion, which are called the courts

of inquifition.* A perufal of the hiilories of the Romilh perfecu-

tion, and their courts of inquifition, will give that idea, vv'hich a

few worc!'^ cannot exprefs.

* Thefe infernal tribunals were firfc ere.51ed in the twelfth cen-

tury by th^2 infamous Father Dominic, under the patronage of

Pope Innocent IH. ia order more completely to extirpate the

Waldenfes, and other pretended lieretics. It is difhcuit to con.

ceive, tivat if God had delivered the world entirely into the Devil's

hands, {as Satan once pretended) tliat his ingenuity and niaHce

could have invented any ihing more dsteilable and (hocking. In

faft, there is fcarcely a method that could delay or pervert juftice,

but they have adopted it in their forms ; nor does there feem a

pofiible method of touure but they have invented and repeatedly

exercifed. "1 he reader, whofe nerves can bear fuch reiterated

fcenes ofcruelty, mav read Baker's Hiftory ofthe Inquifition—the

Hiilcry of the Inquifition at Goa, written by a Papiil, and fimilar

works. But to flicw how far it is pcJTible for human nature to go,

let him read the following e.xtradt from a fermon preached at E-
vora, on occafion of one cf the moft horrid fcenes the fun ever be-

held, an tf«/i? ;/^'^/^j when they burn or rather roafc heretics (as
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Did her kings rule over many kingdoms

and provinces; io this anti-cKriftian idola-

NOTE.
they call them) alive, from a principle of religion- " Beloved

Portuguefe," laid the inhuman wretch, ** let us return thanks to

Heaven, for his great goodnefs in giving us this holv tribunal (the

Inquiiition.) Had it not been for this tribunal out kingdom would
have become a tree without flowers or fruits, fit only to be com-
mitted to the flames. What progrefs has herefy made, for want
of an Inquifition, in England, France, Germany, and the Nether-

lands ! It is evident, had it not been for fo great a blefling, our
country would have b^en like tothofe above-mentioned.'*

When the Reformation began, the bcaft with feven heads and
ten horns began to rage in a dieadful manner. After the Refor-

mation, the church of Rome renewed its perfecutfon of the poor
Waldenfes, and great multitudes of them were cruelly tortured

and put to death. Soon after the Reformation, there were alfo

terrible perfecutions in various parts of Germany, and efpecrally

in Bohemia, which lafted for thirty years together, in which fo

much blood was (bed for the fake of religion, that a cenain v/riter

compares it to the plenty of waters of the great rivers of Germany,
The countries of Poland, Lithuania, and Hungary \^'ere, in like

manner, deluged wiih Protellant bJood.*

* *' If Rome Pagan hath fl.iin her ihoufands of innocent Chrif-

tians, Rome Chrijlian hath flain her ten thoufp.nds. lor, not to

mention other outrageous flaughters and barbarities, the croifades

againfl; the Waldenfes ?ia<\ Aibigenfes, the murders committed by

the Duke of Alva in the Netherlands, the maiTacres in France

and Ireland, will probably amount to above ten times the number

of all the Chriftians fl.rln in all the ten perfccutioriS of the Roman
emperors put together.''

" By means of ihefe and other cruel perfecutions, the ProteH:-

ar.i religion was in a great meafure fuppi efTed in Bohemia, and the

Palatinate, and Hungary, which before were Protedant countries.

Thus was fulfilled what was foretold of the little horn." Jndof
tks ten horns that vjdre in his head, and of tJ)a other nyyhich came

upland before ^hom three fII, even t^f thai horn that had eyes

»

and a mouth thatfpake g-reut things y ^hofi look "aias vi'irejloiit

than hisfelbz^js: I bdeld and the fame horn, made vjar 'j^ith ths
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trous harlot is faid toJit upon many waters;

with whom the kings of the earth have commit-

note;
faintSi and prevailed stgainjl them. And what was foretold of the

beaft having feven heads and ten horns. And it 'was given unto

him to make 'war 'with the faints, and to overcome them ; andpo'-w-

er 'was given hiyn over alt kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

Alfo Holland, and the other low countries, were,for many years,

a fcene cf nothing but the nsoft affecting and amazing cruelties,

being deluged with the blood of Protefiants, under the mercilefs

hanris of the Spaniards, to whom they were then in fuhjedion.

—

But in this perfecution the Devil in a great raeafure failed of his

purpofe, as it i/Tiicd in a great part of the Netherlands cafting off

the Spanifh yoke, and fettiag up a wealthy and powerful Proteft-

ant fiate, to the great defence of the Proteftani caufeever fince.

France alfo is another country which, fince the Reformation,

in fome refpe<^s, perhaps, more than any other, has been a fcene

ofdreadful cruelties fuffered by the Proteftants there. After many

cruellies had been exercifed towards the Protefiants in that king-

dom, there was begun a perfecution of them in the year 15 71, in

the reign of Charles the IX. king of France.

It began with a cruel mafTacre, wherein feventy thoufand Pro-

teftants were flain in a few days time, as the king bcafted; and

in all this perfecution, he fiew, as is fiippofed, three hundred

thoufand martyrs. And it is reckoned, that about this time, with-

in thirty years, there were martyred in this kingdom, for the Pro-

. teftant religion, thirty-nine princes, one hundred and forty-eight

/ counts, two hundred and thirty-four barons, one hundred and

forty-feven thoufand five hundred and eighteen gentlemen, and

feven hundred and fixty thoufand of the common people.

The Parifian mafTacre was aggravated with feveral circumflan-

ces of wantonnefs and treachery; but we hope that the above num-

bers are exaggerated. Thuanus, their own hiftorian, reckons

thirty thoufand lives deftroyed in this flaughter; but Proteflant

anthors feem to have reafon for fuppofing them not lefs than one

hundred thoufand in the whole. But the moii horrid circumftance

in the hiflory is, that when tlic news of this event reached Rome,

pope Gregory XUL inftitaicd the moit fclemn rejoicings, giving
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tedfornication, and the inhabitoMts oftlie earth

have been made drunk with the wine of her

fornication.

NOTE.
thanks to Almighty God for this glorious vi<Slory ! ! !—An in-

fiance that has no parallel, even in hell.

But all thefe perfecutions were, for exquifite cruelty, far ex-

ceeded by thofe which followed in the reign of Lewis XIV. which,

indeed, are fuppofed to exceed all others that ever have been;

and being long continued by reafon of the long reign of that king,

almoft wholly extirpated the Proteftant religion out of that king-

dom, where had been before a multitude of famous Proteftant

churches all over the country.* Thus it was given to the beafl

to make war with the faints, and to overcome them.

* The Perfeciition U7ider Lenjcis XIF.—This followed the re-

vocation of the Edi6t of Nantes, a. d. 1685. The following ex-

tra6l is taken from a French work of reputation.

" The troopers, foldiers and dragoons went into the Proteftants*

houfes, where they marred and defaced their Iioufehold ftufF

broke their looking-glafTes, and other utenfils and ornan-.ents, let

their wine run about their cellars, and threw about their corn,

and fpoiled it. And as to thofe things which they could notxle-

ftroy in this manner, fuch as furniture of beds, linen, wearing ap-

parel, plate, &c. they carried them to the market place, and fold

them to the Jefuits and other Roman Catholics. By thefe means

the Proteflants in Montaubon alone were, in four or five days,

flripped of above a million of money. But this was not the worfl.
** They turned the dining-rooms of gentlemen into flables for

their horfes, and treated the owners of the houfes where they

quartered with the highefl indignity and cruelty, lafhing them a-

bout from one to another, day and night, without intermiflicn,

notfufFering them to eat or drink; and when they began to fink

under the fatigue and pains they had undergone, they laid them
on a bed, and when they thought them fomewhat recovered, made
them rife, and repeated the fame tortures. When they faw the

blood and fweat run down their faces and other parts of their bo-

dies, they fluiced them with waterj and putting over their heads
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5. Was ancient Babylon a fcourge to the

people of God, and did (he bring them into

NOTE.
kettle-drums, turned npfide down, they made a continual din upon

th^m till thofe unhappy creatures loft their fenfes. When one

party of thefe tormentors were weary they were relieved b^^ ano-

iher, who pradifed the fame cruelties with frelh vigor.

At NegrepiiiTe, a town near Montaubon, they hung up Ifaac

Favin, 2 Piotsftant citizen of that place, by his arm-pits, and tor-

Fnented him a whole night by pinching and tearing off his flefli

with pincers. They made a great fire round a boy about twelve

years old, who, with hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, cried

out
—" il> God, help me!"—And when they found the youth

Fcfolved to die rather than renounce his religion, they fnatched

tim from the firejud as he was on the point of being burnt.

*' In feveral places the foldiers applied red hot irons to the

Lands and feet of men, and the breads of women. At Nantes

they hung up fjveval women and maids by their feet, and others

by their arm-pits, and thus expofed them to public view llark-

naked. They bound mothers that gave fuck to pofts, and let their

fucking infants lie idnguifliing in their fight for feveral days and

nights, Giying, mourning and gafplng for life. Some they bound

before a great fire, and, being half roailed, let them go—a puniHi-

nient worie than death. Amidil a tlioufand hideous cries, and a

ihouiand blafphemies, they hung up men and women by the hair,

and foxf by their feet, on hooks in chimneys, and fmoaked them

with wifps of wet hay till they werfe fuffocated. They tied feme

under the arms with ropes, and plunged theai again and again in-

to wells. They bound others like criminals, put diem to the tor-

tuje, and with a funnel filled them v/ith wine, till the fumes of it

took avv'ay their reafon, when they made ihem fay rhey confented

to be Catholics. They fcripped them nakeJ, ana, after a thouf-

iind indignities, fluck them with pins and needles ftom head to

foot. They cut and flafhed them with knives, and fometimes with

red-hot pincers took hold of them by the nofe and other parts of

the body, and dragged them about the rooms till they made them

proraife to be Catholics, or till the cries of thefe miferable wretch-

es, calling upon God for help, forced them to let them go. They

beat them with ftaves; and thus bruifcdj and with broken bcnes.
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a feventy years captivity? fo this anti-chrir-

tian power hath been a fcourge to the true

worlhippers of God in modern times, and

hath had a great part ofthe Chriftian church

NOTE.
dragc^ed them to church, where their forced prefence was taken

for an abjuration. In fome places they tied fathers and hufoands

to their bed-pofts, and, before their eyes, ravaged their wives and

daughters with impunity. They blew up men and women with

bellows till they burll them. If any, to efcape thefe barbarities,

endeavoured to fave themfelves by flight, they purfued them into

the fields and woods, where they (liot them like wild beafts, ajid

prohibited them from departing the kingdom, (a cruelty n^ver

pradifed by Nero or Dioclefian) wpon pain of conhfcation of ef-

tedts, thegallies, the lafh, and ^rpeiual imprifonment; infomuch

that the prifons of the fea-port t^owns were crammed v/ith men,

women and children, who endeavoured to fave themfelves by

fiiglit from this dreadful perfecution. With thefe fcenes of dcfo-

iation and horror, the popifh clergy feafted their eyes, and made

only a matter of laughter ar 1 fport of them.'*

0/Z'fr <:r«^///>/.~Befide the Proteftant blood Hied in thefe per-

fecutions, Popery has to anfwer for the lives of millions of Jews,

Mahometans, and barbarians. When the Moors conquered Spaio

in the eighth century, they allowed the Chriftians the free exer-

cife of their religion. But in the fifteenth century, when the ta-

bles were turned, and Ferdinand fubdued the Morifcoes, (thede-

fcendants of the a^ove Moors) many hundred thoufands of them

were forced to be baptized, or burnt, mafTacred, or baniHied, and

their children fold for flaves; befides an innumerable multitude of

Jews, who fhared the fame cruelties, chiefly by means of the infer-

nal Inquifition. A worfe flaiighter, if poffible, was made among

the natives of Spanin\ America, where fifteen millions are faid to

have been facrificed to the genius of Popery in the courfe ofabout

forty year?. Well, therefore, miglit the infpired apoflle fay, that

at my flic Babylon's deflrudion

—

hi her 'was found ths blood of

prophets^ a7id offaints ^ and of all that nverd fain upon ths earthly

Rev. xviii. 24 [Sec Edv;ards's Hifcory of Redemption, with

notes, page 452, 459, of the London, or new American edition.')
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in more than Egyptian bondage for tv/elve

hundred years.

During this bondage it is that the two
WITNESSES—they^^ri) faithful, who, in every

age, have teftified to the truth
;
(as fome have

fuppofed) but if fo, there may be alfo an al-

lufion, and perhaps a primary one, to the

TWO OLIVE TREES of the prophet's vifiou,

the anointed ones thatjiand by the Lord ofthe

whole earth.

The olive tree afforded light from its fat-

nefs, and nourifhm.ent from its fruit. Un-
derftanding, therefore, the purport of the

TWO WITNESSES, as explained by the an-

gel, to be the two olive trees, and the

Tv/o CANDLESTICKS, Jianding before the

God of the earthy I am rather inclined to

think, that they have a more extenfive, myf-

tical, and important meaning than v/hat they

have been generally underllood to imply.

If the olive trees and candlefticks were an

emblem of fpiritual and divine communica-

tions during their {landing in the Jewifh,

v/hat fhould hinder the fame application

whilfl they (land in the Chriftian church?

As the gifts and graces fhed down upon

the minifters of our bleffed Lord, and upon

his churches, after his afcenfion, were fup-
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pofed to have been typified or prefigured

by the anointing and common oil of the

fanfluary; fo the olive tree as giving light

and heat, and, I may add, nourilhment too.

Was found in the ufage and appointment of

heaven, no unbecoming reprefentation or

emblem of thofe fpiritual communications

which were then fhed upon the true wor-

fhippers, and which will ever be continued

as long as Chrift is the vine, or true olive,

and his people the needy branches.

May we not then fuppofe, that by thefe

TWO OLIVE TREES and the two candle-
stick S,j/?a7Z(iz?2^ before the God of the earthy

is meant the fources of divine and fpiritual

fupplies to his church, the mediiivi of com-

munication, or methods of outward and o-

pen exhibition; or {hall we fay, that the em-

blem may partake a little of each, andftand

a lively figure of them all?

Ifyou afiv how this interpretation can cdrt-

fift with the epithet, with their being called

xvitnejfes, it may be anfwered, they are juftly

and literally fo to be ftiled. Are not the

Word of God preached, and his ordinance^

adminiftered, by his faithful minifters, pro-

perly to be (tiled witnesses for God?-^
Uu
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And if you choofe to retain the number tico,

may we not fay the^m^ and the word,v7\\\\

their ufual and outward methods of admini-

ftration^ are fignified; or fay the word, and

the ordinances of God in general, or the

whole exhibition of the teftimony of God?

whether in things inward and fpiritual, or

in things outward and vifible?

With this interpretation agrees well the

idea of their prophefying 2?ij^<;/^(:/^^/z; for

no one can pretend, but the adminiftration

of the word and worfliip of God, in the Ro-

milh church, is fo beclouded by ignorance,

ftiled darknefs ; by fuperftition and error,

and by the miniftry of a corrupt priefthood,

as to layjuft foundation to fay, that the wit-

nefles, with this interpretation, are empha-

tically prophefying in fackcloth.

With the fame ideaconfifts, very exaQIy,

the term of time in which thefe witneffes are

appointed to prophefy:—It is during the

whole reign of Antichrift, the forty-two

months, or twelve hundred and fixty years.

AndJ zvill give, or appoint, unto my tzco zoit-

nejfes, and they jliall prophefy a thoufand tzco

hundred and threefcore days, clothed infack-

cloth.

With the fame interpx'etation agrees the
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declai'ation or expofition of the angel in the

next verfe. Thefe are //z^ tw o o l i v e t r e e s

and the two candlesticks Jianding be-

fore the God of the earth. And, in faft, there

feems nothing in the chapter but what may,

with as great apparent truth, be reconciled

to this interpretation, as to any other; and

there are forne things in it which cannot,

with eafe, be interpreted as applicable to the

witneffes, in any other fenfe, underftood or

explained.

And if any fhould be difpofed to believe,

that the prefent reigning perfecuting infidel

power, now waging war againfl: all revealed

religion, in France, is likely to be the death

of thefe fame witneffes, who, for a long time,

have already been made to prophefy in fack-

cloth, perhaps the opinion may find fupport

from the declaration ofthe angel : And when

they Jliall have fijiijlicd tluir tejlimony, the

beajl that afoendeth out of the bottomlefs pit^

fiall make war againjl them, andfliall over-

come them, and kill them. If this interpre-

tation be true, the mourning witneffes are

now fuflfering death in thofe parts of myfli-

cal Babylon, where the exifling exterminate /

ing power has prevailed.

Did time allow, and was the prefent a
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proper place in the order of my difcourfe, I

might expound upon the whole chapter, and

eahly reconcile any expreflions which, at firft

view, might appear intricate, or doubtful,

to the fpirit of this interpretation. Suffice

it, for the prefent, to fay, that \vith this in^

terpretation agrees well the declaration made

refpefting the injury thefe witnefTes are able

to do their enemies. And if any man will

hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouthy

and devoureth their enevnes. And of no-

thing (hort of the adminiftration of Heaven

can it be faid : Thefe have power tofiut hea*

ven, that it rain not in the days of their pro-!

phecVc And of nothing {hort of this can it

|)e [sLid-^They havepower over waters to turn

them to blood, and tofinite the earth with ail

plagues as often as they wilL And very cor-

refpondent to the death ofthe witneffes, and

10 the lying of their dead bodies inihejlreet

qf the great city, is the death, the broken

and demolifhed ftate of external religion

in thofe parts of Papal Rome, in which the

prefent exterminating power hath prevail-

ed. And equally correfpondent is the decla-

rauon, that they ofthe people, and tongues, and

nations; probably thofe nations and churches

outofthe communion of the church ofRome^
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Jhallfee their dead bodies three days and an

half, andyhy a more lively adminiftration of

the word and ordinances of God, J/iall not

fuffer their dead bodies to beput in graves.

And over the death of thefe witnefTes it

is, that the men of this world Jliall rejoice,

and make merry, andJliall fend gifts 'one to

another; becaiife thefe two prophets torment- -

ed them that dwelt on the earth.

To the refurreftion and final exaltation

of thefe witneffes well applies the verfes

fucceeding. And after three days arid an

half, thefpirit of lifefrom God entered into

them, and theyfood upon theirfeet, andp-reat

fearfell upon them thatfaw them. And they

heard a great voicefrom heaven,fayino- unto

them—Come up hither» And they afcended

up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies be-

held them. During thefe events it is faid

And thefame hour was there an earthquake.

May it not mean the earthquake now begun

—the prefent convulfions amongft the na-

tions, (for fo in prophetic ftile the word fig-

nifies) which are to be fucceeded by the op-

ening of the temple of God in heaven. And
the temple of God was opened in heaven, and
there was feen, in his temple, the ark of his

tejlament; and there were lightnings, andvoi-
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'this was a member of the Chriftian churchy

and fet by God in the moft eminent ftation

in his church, ar<d was honoured above all

other princes that ever had been in the world,

as the great proteflor of his church, and her

deliverer from the perfecuting power of that

cruel fcarlet-coloured bead. Mr. Lowman
himfelfftyles him a Chriftian Prince^ and Pro^

teElorof the Chrijiian Religion. God is very-

careful not to reckon his own people among
the Gentiles, the vifible fubjecls of Satan,

Num. X xiii. 9. ThepeopleJliall not be reckoned

among the nations. God will not enroll them

with them ; ifthey happen tobe among them,

he will be careful to fet a mark upon them,

. as a note of diftinftion, Rev. vii. 3, &c. when

God is reckoning up his own people, he

leaves out thofe that have been noted for

idolatry. As among the tribes that were

fealed. Rev. viii. thofe idolatrous tribes of

Ephraim and Dan are left out, and in the

genealogy of Chrift, Matth. i. thofe princes

that were chiefly noted for idolatry, are left

' out. Much more would God be careful not

to reckon his own people, efpecially fuch

Chriflian princes as have been the moft e-

minent inilruments of overthrowing idola-

try, amongft idolaters, and as members and
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heads of that kingdom that is noted in fcrip-

ture as the moft notorious and infamous of

all, for abominable idolatry, and oppofition

and cruelty to the true worfhippers of God.

And efpecially not to reckon them as pro-

perly belonging to one of thofe feven heads

of this monarchy, of which very heads it is

particularly noted that they had on them

the names of blasphemy, which Mr. Low*
man himfelf fuppofes to fignify idolatry. It

was therefore worthy of God, agreeable to

his manner, and what might w^ell be expeft-

ed, that when he was reckoning up the fe^

veral fucceffive heads of this beaft, and Con-

ftantine and his fucccfTors came in the way,

and there was occafion to mention them, to

fet a mark, or note of diftinftion on them,

fignifying that they did not properly belong

to the bcafl, nor were to be reckoned as be-

longing to the heads, and therefore are to

be fkipped over in the reckoning, and Anti-

chrift, though the eighth head of the Roman
empire, is to be reckoned the feventh head

of the beaft. This appears to me abundant-

ly the moft juft and natural interpretation

ofRev. xvii. 10, u. It is reafonable to fup-

pofe, that God would take care to make
fuch a uote in this prophetical defcription
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of this dreadful beaft, and not, by any means

to reckon Conftantine as belonging properly

to him.—If we reckon Conftantineas a mem-
ber of this bcaft having feven heads and ten

horns, defcribed chap. xvii. and as properly

one of his heads, then he was alfo properly

a member of the great red dragon with fe-

ven heads and ten horns that warred with

the woman, chap. xii. For the feven heads

and ten horns of that dragon, are plainly

the fame with the feven heads and ten horns

of the bead. So that this makes Conftantine

a vifible member of the devil; for v/e are

told exprefsly of that dragon, ver g. that he

was that oldferpent, called the Devil and Sa-

tan. And to fuppofe that Conftantine is

reckoned as belonging to one of the heads

of that dragon, is to make thefe prophecies

inconfiflent with themfelves. For herein this

12th chapter, we have reprefented a war be-

tween the dragon and the woman cloathed

with the fun; which woman, as all agree, is

the church; but Conftantine, as all do alfo

agree, belonged to the woman, was a mem-
ber of the Chriftian church, and was on that

fide in the war againftthe dragon; yea,w^as

the main inRrument of that great viftory

that was obtained over the dragon there fpo*
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ken of, ver. g— 12. What aninconfiftency

therefore is it, to fuppofe that he was at the

fame time a member and head of that very

dragon, which fought with the woman, and

yet which Conflantine himfelf fought with,

overcame, and glorioufly triumphed over!

It is not therefore to be wondered at, that

God was careful to diflinguifh Conftantine

from the proper heads of the beaft ; it would

have been a wonder ifhe had not. God feems

to have been careful to diflinguifh him, not

only in his word, but in his providence, by
fo ordering it that this Chriflian emperor

fhould be removed from Rome, the city that

God had given up to be the feat of the pow-

er of the beafl, and of its heads, and that

he fhould have the feat of his em.pire elfe-

where.

Conflantine was made the ihflrument of

givinga mortal wound to the heathen Roman
empire, and giving it a mortal wound in its

head, viz. the heathen emperors that were

then reigning, Maxentius and Licinius.

—

Butmore eminently was this glorious change

in the empire owing to the power of God's

word, the prevalence of the glorious gofpel,

by which Conftantine himfelf was convert-

ed, and fo became the inflrument of the o-
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verthrow of the heathen empire in the eafl

and weft'. The change that was then bro't

to pafs, is reprefented as the deftru6tion of

the heathen empire, or the old heathen world,

and therefore feems to be compared to that

diflblution of heaven and earth that (hall be

at the day of judgment. Rev. vi. 12. to the

end. And therefore^well might the heathen

empire, under the head which was then reign-

ing, be reprefented as wounded to death,

chap. xiii. 3. It is much more likely, that

the wound the beaft had by a fword, in his

head, fpoken of ver. 14, was the wound that

the heathen empire had in its head, by that

fword w^hich we read of, chap. i. 16. and

xix. 15. that proceeds out of the mouth of

Chrift, than the wound that was given to the

Chriftian empire and emperor by the fworci

of the heathen Goths. It is moft likely that

this deadly wound w^as by that fvv^ord w^ith

which Michael made war with him, and o-

vercame him, and caft him to the earth, chap,

xii. g, and that the deadly wound which was

given him, was given him at that very time.

It is moft likely, that the fword that gave hirn

this deadly wound, after which he llrangely

revived, as though he rofe from the dead, was

the fame fword with that which is fpoken of.
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as what fhall at lafl utterly deflroy him, (b that

he fhall never rife more, chap, xix. 15, 19,

20, 21. This wounding of the head of the

bead by the deitruction of the heathen em-
pire, and converfion of the emperor to the

Chriftian truth, w^as a glorious event indeed
of Divine Providence, worthy to be fo much
fpoken of in prophecy. It is natural to fup-

pofe, that the mortal vv^ounding of the head
of that favage cruel beaft, that is reprefent-

ed as conflantly at w^ar with the woman, and
perfecuting the church of Chrift, fhould be
fome relief to the Chriftian church; but, on
the contrary, that w^ounding to death, that

Mr. Lowman fpeaks of, was the viftory of
the enemies ofthe Chriftian church over her^

and the wound received from them.

It is faid of that head of the empire that

(liall be next after the fixth head, and . next
before Antichrift, and that is not reckoned
as properly one of the number of the heads
of the beaft, that when it comes, it JliaU con-

tinue ajlwrtfpace, chap. xvii. 10. By w^hich

we may undcrftand, at leaft, that it fhall be
one of the (horteft, in its continuance, ofthe
fucceffive heads. But the government feat-

ed at Ravenna, in the hands of the Goths,
or of the deputies of the Greek emperors,'
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that thoujlialt take up thisproverb againjl the

king of Babylon, andfay—How hath the op^

preffor ceafed! The golden city ceafed!—The

jjohoLe earth is at ref, and is quiet, they break

forth intofinging : Yea, thefir-trees rejoice at

thee, and the cedars of Lebanonfiaying—Since

thou art laid down, nofeller has come up a^

gainfi us. Hellfrom beneath is movedfor thee,

to meet thee at thy coming: itfiirreth up the

deadfor thee.

Thy pomp is brought down to thegrave, and

the nofe of thy viols; the wormisfpreadun^

flcr thee, and the worms cover thee.

How art thoufallenfrom, heaven, Luci^

fir! Son of the Morning, hovj art thou cut

down to the ground, ^ohich d.id tveahcn the

nations!

TJiey tliatfie theefiiall narrowly look upon

thee and confider thee,fiaying—Is this the man
that made tlie earth to tremble? thatdidfiiake

kingdoms? that m.ade the world as a zoilder-

nefs? and defiroyed the cities thereof? tJiat

opened not the houfc of the prifoners?
' For I tvtll arife up aga.infi t/iem faith the

LordofiHqfts, and cut offrom Babylon the

name and remnant, thefion and nephewfiatth

the Lord. Iwillalfio make it a poffeffionfor

ihc bittern, and pools ofi zvater; and I will
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fweep it with the befovi of deJlniElionfaith the

Lord of Hofls,

Having thus taken but a very brief fur-

vey oith^ joyful, though aioful expreffions

of exultation at the deftruftion of ancient

Babylon, let us, for a moment, examine what

there is, upon facred record, to anfwer this

emblem in refpeft to the downfall of myfti-

cal Babylon.

—

And after thefc things Ifaw

another angel come dozonfrom heaven, hav-

ing greatpower ; and the earth was lightened

with his glory. And he cried mightily with a

firong voice,faying, Babylon the great isfal-

len, isfallen, and is become the habitation of

devils, and the hold ofeveryfoulfpirit, and a

cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For

all nations have drunk ofthe wine ofthe wrath

cf herfornication, and the kings of the earth

have committedfornication with her, and the

merchants of the earth are zvaxed rich thro'

the abundance of her delicacies. And I heard

another voicefrom heaven, faying, Come out

of her, my people, thatye be not partakers of

herfins, and thatye receive not ofherplagues

:

For herfins have reached unto heaven, and

God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward

her even asfie rewarded you, and double un-

to her double^ according to her works: in the
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cup ivhichjlie hath filled, Jill to her double.

How muchfile hath glorified herfielf, and lived

delicioufiy, fio much torment andfiorrozo give

her: forfiiefaith m her heart, Ifit a queens

and am no xoidozv, and fiiall fiee nofiorrow.

Therefore fiiall her plagues come in one day,

death, and mourning, and famine; andfiie

Jhall be utterly burnt with fire: forfirong is

the Lord God loho judgeth her. And the kings

of the earth, zoho have committed fornication

and lived delicioufiy zoith her
,
fiiall bezoail her

,

and lament for her, zjohen theyfiiall fee the

fnoke of her burning. Standing afar offor
thefear of her torment, faying, Alas, alas!

that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for

in one Iioiir is thy judgment come. And the

merchants of tlie earth fiiall zoeep and mourn

over Jier : for no man buyeth their merclian-

dife any more: The merchandife ofgold, and

fdoer, and preciousfiones, and ofpearls, and

fine linen, and purple, andfilk, andfcarlet,

and all thyme zuood, and all manner vcffels of

ivory, and all manner vefi'els of mofi precious

zuood, and ofbrafs, and iron, and marble, and

cinnainon, and odours, and ointments, and

frankincenfe, and zjcine, and oil, andfinefiour,

and zjoheat, and beafis, andfiieep, and horfes,,

andchm'iots, andfitaves, andfouls of men,—
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And thefruits that thyfoul lufeth after are

departedfrom thee^ and all things which were

dainty and goodly are departedfrom thee, and

thoufialtfind them no more at alL The merch-

ants ofthefe things, which were made rich by

her, fiall fand afar off, for thefear ofher

torment, weeping and wailing. Andfaying,
Alas, alas! that great city, that was clothed

infine linen, and purple, and fcarlet, and
decked with gold, and precious fanes, and
pearls! For in one hourfogreat riches is come

to nought. And everyfiip-mafer, and all the

company inflips, andfailors, and as many as

trade byfea,food afar off, and cried, when
theyf110 thefnolle oflier burning, faying—
What city is like unto this great city! And
they caf difl on their lieads, and cried, weep-

ing and wailing,faying, Alas, alas! thatgreat

city, wlierein were made rich all that hadflips

intliefea by reafon of her coflinefs! for in

one hour fie is made defolate. Rejoice over

licr, thou heaven, and ye holy apofles andpro-

pliets; for God hath avengedyou on her. And
a miglity angel took up afone like a great mil-

ftone, and cofi it into tliefea, faying. Thus
with violencefiall tliat great city Babylon be

tlirown down, and fiall befound no more at

all. And the voice of harpers, and mificians,
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and of pipers, and trumpeters, piall be heard

no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of

whatfoever craft he be, shall be found any

more in thee; and thefound ofa milfone shall

be heard no more at all in thee; and the light

of a candle shall shfne no more at all in thee;

and the voice of the bridegroom and of the

bride shall be heard no more at all iri thee:

for thy merchants were the great men of the

earth; for by thy forceries were all nations

deceived^ And in her wasfound^the blood of

prophets, and of faints^ and of all that zvere

flain upon the earth,

" And after thefe things I heard a great

" voice of much people in heaven, faying,

" Alleluia! Salvation, and glory, and honor,

" and power, unto the Lord our God: For
" true and righteous are hi^ judgments; for

" he hath judged the great whore, which did
** corrupt the earth with her fornication,

" and hath avenged the blood of his fervants

** at her hand. And again they faid, Alle-

" luia! And her fmoke rofe up for ever and
" ever. And the four and twenty elders, and
*' the four beafts, fell down and worfliipped

" God that fat on the throne faying, Amen

;

"Alleluia!—And a voice came out of the

" throne^ frying, Praife our God, all ye hb
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**. fervants, ftnd ye that fear him^ both fmall

*' and great. And I heard as it were the voice

" of a great mukitude, and as the voice of
*' many waters, and as the voice of mighty

" thunderings, fay ingj Alleluia! for the Lord
" God omnipotent reigneth.

Did time allow, I might follow feveral o-

ther prophecies in their application to this

fame anti-chriftian churchy and fhew the e--

vidence they all carry of a threatened over-

throw; but I fliall wave this fortheprefent^

expreffing all neceffary to be expreffed in

this place, in the vv^ords of an eminent Eng-

lilh writer on this fubjeft,*

'' The prophecies of Daniel, St. Paul, and

St. John^ though/%^ of great weight, re-

ceive additional force if brought near and

illuftrated by each other. Having already

examined them feparately, and apart, let us

now confider them together, and colle6lthe

evidence that arifes when they are taken in

one view, and form an entire and perfect

whole.

From the moft curfory vie\\r of the three

prediftions it is evident, that the fame fchemS

Yy

NOTE.
* Sec Hallifax*3 Sermons, page 3*8*
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and conflitution of things, the fame events^,

perfons and times, the origin, continuance

and deftruftion of the fame tyrannical pow-

er, (which power, by Daniel, is noted by the

appellation of the little horn, by St. Paul is

denominated the vian i?/'^,?;!, and by St. John
is branded with the titles of the beajl, and

xh^falfe prophet:) are ^?/?m^/); foretold ia

alL

If Daniel defcribes the kingdom in which

the little horn was to arife, by fuch emblems

as can belong to none but the Roman, the

fame emblems, to pre-figure the kingdom of

the beafl and the falfe prophet, are alfo em-

ployed by St. John, from whom we farther

learn, thathis appropriated place ofrefidence

is the city of Rome.
If Daniel reftrains the fovereignty of this

Roman pov/er to the European or weftern

. part of the empire, after it was divided into

ten (hares, the fame reftriftion is intimated

in one of the epiftles of St. Paul, and is more

explicitly declared by the beloved difciple

in the Apocalypfe. If Daniel reprefents the

^nature of this ufurped dominion as different

from any other, St. Paul and St. John in-

flruct u,s, that this diverfity confifls in its be-

ing fpiritual, not a civil dominion, whicl^is^
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therefore to be fought for, not m the Heath-

en, but in Chriftiaii Rome. Ifthe inftanccs

in which this fpiritual dominion is exerted,

according to Daniel, be chiefly thefe—afpir-

ing to fupreme and uncontroulable authori-

ty over the inhabitants of the earth—affeft-

ing divine titles and honors—enjoining the

worfliip of daemons and departed faints

—

prohibiting marriage—working falfe mira-

cles—and perfecuting and killing thofe who
oppofe its claims; the fame particulars are

related, and with new additions and expli-

cations in the writings of St. Paul and St.

John. If the duration of this ecclefiaftical

polity be limited by Daniel to a time, and

times, and the dividing of time, the fame dura-

tion is expreffed, and, in a variety of phrafes,

by St. John, by whom the reign of the beaft

is fixed to a time, and times, and halfa time,

or to three years and an half, or forty-two

months, or twelve hundred and fixty days.

And laftly, if the demolition of this ex-

traordinary polity be denounced by the pro-

phet of the Old Teftament, the fame inte-

refting event is promifed by the two apof-

tles of the Nevv^ Such a number of coinci-

dencies, all fo ftrange and unufual in their

kinds, to be found in the compofitions of
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three perfons, living in diffei^nt, and one in

a very remote period, cannot fairly be a-

fcribed to any other caufe than to the im-

pulfe oS. \h^felf-fmieJpirit, who taught them

all things, which it was neceffary fhould be

communicated for the admonition of the

church of Chrid, upon whom the ends of the

zcorld fnould covie.

Now of the eharafters recorded in fcrip-

ture, as the undoubted marks of Antichrift,

many, at leaf!:, have been (hew^n to belong,

exclufively, to tjie tyranny nov/ exifting in

Papal Rome. Yox^firji of all, this power

is certainly a Roman one: Secondly, it is

confined to the limits cf the Latin, or wefl^

ern empire: Thirdly, it arofe among the ten

kingdoms into which that empire was parted

by the northern barbarians; Fourthly, its

throne or feat is in the city ofRome: Fifth-

ly, it is a Chriftian power; ?LnA,fixthly, it is

difcriminated from all others, by being of the

fpirituai or ecclefiaftic kind. Thefe are cir-

cumllances fo plainly realized in that part

of Chriftendom which is fubjefl to the Ro-

man Pontiff, that it is not poflible, by any

ait or fubtilty of our adverfaries, they cau

be evaded or denied."*
NOTE..

* See the eleventh of Bilhop Hurd's Sermons on \\\t Proihg-
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After fuch teftimony and volumes to the

fame effefl: which might be produced, if ne-

cefTary, you will not deem it harlh, uncha-

ritable, or unfair, if I fay, the objeft pointed

at in thefe prophecies, muft infallibly be the

prefent tyrannical, though, blefled be God!

the tottering church of Papal Rome. This

is the haughty Babylon, and this is the zoo-

man arrayed in purple andfcarlet-colour, and

deckedwithgold andpreciousjlones,andpearIs,

having a golden cup in her hand,full of abo-

minations, and filthincfs of her fornication.

And this is the ivonian,u^on whok forehead

zcasaname written, mystery, babylon

THE GP.EAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS,

<l?Z^ ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. And

this is the woman that was feen drunken with

the blood of thefaints, and with the blood of

the martyrs of Jefus, And this is thtioovian

that is denominated by the great city which

reigneth over the kings ofthe earth.

If, in this place, you think proper to afk

any thing refpefting the rife, continuance,

and final deftruclicn of this multi-formed

NOTE.
cies, where the prophetic characters of Antichrlft, above defcrib-

ed, are fiiewn, and in a very fatisf'adlory way, to be, fairly, appli-

cable to the chuich of Rome.
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devouring monfter, I anfwer, briePiy, that

according to the prefent mod approved cal-

culations we are authorized to lay, that the

origin of this anti-chriftian power was gra-

dual, though its aftual continuance is feve^

:

ral times plainly expreffed by the prophets

to be tioelve hundred andJixty years,
" Sometime between a. d. 500, and tha

end of the reign of the Goths, w^hich was a, .

D. 553, when Narfes tool^ Rome and their

dominions in Italy from them, and began

the exarchate of Ravenna, the reckoning of

tw^elve hundred and fixty years mufl begin.

But Antichrift cannot be fuppofed to Hart

up into view at once, in ^ fudden manner,

as he will not fall without many preparatory

circumjlances. He becan^e, by degrees, dif-

tineuifhable. and doubtlefs his ruin will be

brought on by feveral fleps in Providence.

Therefore, if we begin at the earlieft date^

when we may fuppofe he fird prefented him-

felf to view, the end of the period will bring

us to the firil fleps towards his fall ; but if

we begin at the lateft time, twelve hundred

andJixty years, will bringus to the complete

ruin of his power.

The firft open breach between the weft-

em and eaftern churches was, as w^e have
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faid, about the year 500. To reckon: twelve

hundred and fixty years from that time brings

us to A. D. 1760. And it is remarkable that

from that very year, v/hen the Jefuits had

excited the refentments of the kings of Eu-

rope, which finally brought on the diffolu-

tion of that order,, the power of the church

of Rome has been very apparently declin-

ing,,and feveral plain fleps have been taken

by the providence of God toward her ut-

ter deflruftion. Convents have been fup-

prefied, and their revenues feized in king-

doms w^here fuperflition had long reigned

without controuL

The infernal Courts of Inquifition have

received fevere checks, by which they are

likely to be foon annihilated, in countries

moft noted for Romifh bigotry.

Liberty of confcience has been given tO

Proteftants in nations which had loner beea

devoted to the papacy.

Roman Catholic princes begin to with-

hold from Rome the cuftomary revenues.

Even a late Pope, by his liberal writing??,

lias lent his help to render Romifh fuperftr-

tion ridiculous. And appearances arejiill

proceedings^

NOTE.
* Langdon en RereJatlon, page 2.66-
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If, on the ground of the calculation juft

now mentioned, we proceed, the conclufion

obvioully is, that the deftruftion of Babylon

\% very near at hand. If to 1760, the date

of the commencement of her fall, be added

fifty years, the term in which (he is fuppof-

ed to be falling, the fum will be the period

of her expefted overthrow. And from ap-

pearances, now before us, we have good

ground to conclude, that, if the decree of

Heaven goes on for fixteen years to come,

until 1810, as it has for four years paft, the

denunciation for the deftruftion of Babylon

will be fully accomplifhed.

As to times and feafons, it is not for us

exaflly to know; and whatever miftakes we

make in our calculation of numbers, it does

not however, at all alter the decree, or poft-

pone the effeft.

Hear the tedimony of an eminent divine

on this fubjed.*

" Whatever miflakes the Jewifh Rabbles

" might fall into in their interpretation ofDa-
'* niel's feventy weeks, and in their attempts

" to fix the precife time ofthe Meffiah's com-

NOTE.
* Dodor Bellamy's difcourfe on the Millennium, piibliihed ti*

X75S>—piige 34 of this work.
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„ mg; and whatever miftaken notions any of
" them had about the nature of his kincrdom,

•' as though it was to be of this world, and
*' he to appear in all earthly grandeur, and
'' although his coming, to (bme, might feem
'* to be fo long delayed, that they b gan to

*' give up all hopes of it, and to ccntrive
*' fome other meaning to the ancient pro-
'^ phecies, or even to call in queftion the in-

*' fpiration of the prophets; yet neither the
*' mijlakes of fome, nor the infidelity of o-
** thers, at all, altered the cafe. Days, and
** months, and years haftened along, and one
** revolution, among the kingdoms of the

*' earth, followed upon another, till theful"
" nefs of time was come, till all things were
" ripe, and then, behold, the Meffiah was
" born! Even fo it fhall be now.

" Whatever miftakes Chriftian Divines

" may fall into, in their interpretation of fix

** hundred and fixty-fix, the number of the

" beail, or in their endeavors to fix the pre-
'^ cife time when the twelve hundred and
*^ fixty years of Antichrill's reign fiiall begin

" and end ; or whatever wrong notions fome
*^ may have had, or may have about the na-

** ture of the Millennium, a^ though Chrill

Zz
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" was to reign, perfonally, on earth; and if.

'^ fome, mean while, begin to think that all

" things will go on as they have done, and to
'•' conclude, that the expedation of thefeglori-

" ous days which has prevailed in the Chrif-

*' tian church, from the beginning, is merely
^' agroundlefsfancy; yet none of thefe things

" w^iil at all alter the cafe. Days, and months/

" and years, will haflen along, and one revo-

" lution, among the kingdoms of the earthy

" follow upon another, until thefitlnefs of
*' tivie is come; till all things are ripe for

^' the event; and then the miniflers of Chrift

*^ will accomplifh, in reality, what St. John
*^ faw in his vifions : Ifazo an angelJly in the

*^ viidji of heaven, having the everlajiing gof-
*' pel to preach unto them that dwell on the

" earth, and to every 7iatiooi, and kindred, and
^' tongue, and people. And then fhall it come
" to pafs, that the veil of ignorance which
*' hath fo long fpread over all na.UonsJIiali

" be dejiroyed, and knowledge fliall fo great-

*' ly increafe, that it fliall be as though the

*' light of the moon were as the light of the

'-fun; and the light of thefanfevenfold, un-

" til the knowledge of the Lord cover the earth

^' as the waiters do thefea. And then there

^'fliall be nothing to hurt or offend in all God's
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" holy mountain. For Babylon (liall fall, Sa-

*' tan be bound, and Chrift will reign, and
*' truth and righteoufnefs univerfally prevail

*' a tlioufand years.''

Having, thus, confidered who it is over

whofe deftruftion all holy beings are called

to rejoice, and fa id fomething of the origin,

continuance, and expefted downfall of this

power, I proceed,

11. To confider the caiife of this awful dif-

after.

Rejoice over her thou heaven, and ye holy

apojlles and prophets ; for God hath avenged

you on her.

If we confine our refearchcs after the pro-

curing caufe of this difafter to the appenda-

ges of Babylon, we fhall find it in her ozon

guilt.

Permit me to point out her guilt as hint-

ed at in the chapter from which my text is

taken.

1. Babylon is charged with the extent of

her idolatry.

The kings of the earth have committedfor-

nication with her; that is, have been em-

braced by her idolatrous communion—unit-

ed with her in a general apoftacy from God.

2. She is charged with a felfifh, mercena"
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r\^ fpirit in the concerns of her adminiftra«

tion. The merchants of the earth are waxed

rich through the abundance of her delicacies.

*' By the merchants underftand all fuch as

trade in Babylon's wares; her pleafing and

CO ly wares of pardons, mafTes and indul-

gencies, by which fo many are enriched; as

well as thofe who trade in images, and in all

the coftly trappings of their idolatrous wor-!

iliip, and efpecially in the fouls of men."

3, She is fpoken of as contaminating ?^nA

endangering thofe who tarried within her li-

mits, expofmg the people of God to be be-

witched by her forceries. And I heard an-,

other voicefrom heaven, faying, Come out of

her my people, that ye he not partakers of her

fns, and thatye receive not of her plagues.

My brethren, doth not this folemn decree,,

for the feparation of God's people from the

fins and abominations of Babylon^ preach

to us in thefe United States, even to us, who

inhabit this afylurn of the diftreffed, to be-

ware of the habits, cufloms, influence and

inchanting prerogatives of thofe who are

fleeing before the vengeance of an incenfed

God ? Be not partakers ofherfins, thatye re-

ceive not of her plagues.

Xbis caution is fupported by the annum-
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elation of the angel of God. And therefoU
lowed another angel,faying, Babylon isfallen,

isfallen, that great city, becaufefie made all

nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her

fornication. And the third angel followed

them, faying with a loud voice, If any man
zoorjhtp the heafl and his image, and receive

his mark in hisforehead, or in his hand, the

famefiall drink of the-wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured out without mixture in-*

to the cup of his indignation: and hefiallbe

torjnented loithfire and brimfone in the pre"

fence of the holy angels, and iii the prefence of
the Lamb,

4. The guilt of Babylon is Ipoken of as

fending forth a cry: For herfns have reach-

ed unto heaven, and God hath remembered her

iniquities. Either a cry of the perfecuted

and fuffering church, or a cry for vengeance.

And when he had opened^ thefifthfeal, Ifaio
under the altar the fouls of them that were

fainfor the word of God, andfor the tefiimo-

ny which they held. And they cried toith a loud

voice, faying. How long, holy ojnd true, dojt

thou not judge and avenge our blood on them

that dwell on the earth? And white robes were

given unto every one of them; and it was[aid

imto t/ieiUs thattheyffiouldrefl yet for a little
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feafon, until their fellow-fervants alfo, and

their brethren, that fJiould be killed as they

toere^JIiould befulfilled,

5. A remembrance of the perfecuting fpi-

rit of this anti-chriftian power is fpoken of

as warranting a decree for vengeance from

the Court of lieaven. Reward her even as

file rewardedyou, and double unto her double^

according to her work; in the cup whichfiie

hathfilled,fill to her double.

It is probable this injunction or command

is given to the minifters—to the miniflering

angels of God's judgments, in behalf of his

church; and though it doth not call for the

peaceful followers of the Lamb to wage a

carnal warfare wnth this intolerant power,

yet it doubtlefs authorifes our prayers that

her dellruflion may be fpeedy and inevit-

able.

6. The lad inherent caufe of this awful

calamity I (hall mention, is found in the pride

and haughtinefs, luxury and voluptuoufnefs

of this felf exalted anti-chriftian powder.—

>

How much file hath glorificcd herfielfi and liv-

ed delicioufiy,fio much torment and fiorrozo

give her. Forfinefiaith in her heart—Ifiit a

queen, ayid am no widow, andfiiallfiee nofior-

rovj. Thercfiorefiiall her plagues come in one
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day, death, and mourning, andfamine: and

fiejhall be utterly burned withfire :forJlrong

is the Lord God loho judgeth her.

I am led to conclude this branch of my
difcourfe, by adding, that they??Z(2/caufe of

the deftruftion of Babylon is ihefentence of

God againil her. This fentence is pronoun-

ced by an angel from the court, from the tri-

bunal of heaven. And he cried inightily with

afirong voice, faying, Babylon the great is

fallen, isfallen. And a mighty angel took up

afione like a great milftone, and caft it into

thefea,faying. Thus toith violencefiiall that

great city Babylon be thrown down, andfhall

befound no more at all. If you afk the rea-

fon of this judicial fentence from the tribu-

nal of heaven, it is faid

—

For by thyforceries

were all nations deceived. And in her was

found the blood ofprophets, and offaints, and

of all that zcerefiain upon the earth*

Having pointed out who it is over whofe

deftrufiion holy angels and men are called

upon to rejoice, and conhdered the caifeoi

this awful cataftrophe, my fubjeft leads,

III. To confider the means by which this

event fhall be brought about.

And what 7neans, my audience, fhould you

fuppofe might be adequate to fuch a talk?
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to the tafl^ of overturning a power which hath

fubfifted more than twelve hundred years,

fupported by the kings of the earth, who
drink of her cup, and delight in her force-

ries—who have long fince lent their aid for

her fupport againft the voice of reafon—the

demands of Heaven, and the cries of per-

ifning thoufands?—What pow^r is equal to

the talk of accomplifhing even the decree of

Heaven againil fuch might, fuch united force

as Babylon is able to bring into the field?

more efpecially, when you confider that for

the terror of her enemies, and for the com-

fort of her friends, this intolerant power pro-

feffes to have in poffeffion the keys of hea-

ven and of hell?

Retreat you will be ready to fay from fuch

a taPis.! Let no one be fo prefumptuous as to

provoke her to anger, as to flir up her fury

!

—Many have been devoured by this levia-

than, by this multi-formed, infatiable mon-
fter; and God forbid that any more fhould

befwallowed up, whilfl: they are able to make
but a feeble, though honed attempt!

Our fears, my friends, are relieved whilft

I read to you, from the infpiration of God,
that the angel that pronounces the decree of

deftruftion is commiffioned from the Court
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of Heaven ; has great power, and that the

earth is lightened zoith his glory. And to

fupport the executioner of the fentence it is

a.ddcd,forJtrong is the Lord God zoho judg-

eth her^

As then the decree hath its origin inhea-

veri, and the promulgation of it is by a mef-

fenger from Heaven, we are authorifed to

look to Heaven for means to accompHfii

what its decree hath ordained.

Did it pleafe the Lord of Hofts, in an-

cient time, to promife dehverance to the He-

brews in Egyptian bondage; and did he not

gracioufly provide the means ofdeliverance?

—Was it in after times threatened againfl

this rebellious people that, for their hypo-

crify and fins, they fliould go into captivi-

ty ; and did not a righteous God provide the

means to execute the fentence?—Hear the

appointment of heaven to this taflc. AJfy-

rian! the rod ofmine anger, and thejlaff in

their hand is mine indignation! I willfend
him againfl an hypocritical nation, and againjt

thepeople ofmy wrath will Igive him a charge

to take thefpoil, and to toJie the prey, and to

tread them down like the mire in the ftreets.

Howbcit he meaneth not fo, neither doth his

A3



\

378 .THE DOWNFALL OF

heart think fo ; but it is iii his heart to dejlroyf

and cut off- nations not a/ew,

. Vikerefwe itjliall come to pafs, that, roheit

the Lord hath performed his whole work upon

Mount Zion, and on Jerufalem, Iroill punijk

ihejTuit ofthejtout heart of the king of AJjy-

Q'ia, and the glory of his high looks; for hs

faith, bytheftrength ofiny hand I have done

it, and by my wifdovi ;for I amprudent : and

I have removed the bounds of the people, and

have robbed their treafures, and I have put

down the inhabitants like a valiant man,

I cite this paffage at length, not only that

the fentiments under confideration may be

fiipported, as to ineans ofexecution, appoint-

ed by the decree of Heaven; but to teach

that means may be appointed, and m.ay e-

ven execute the v/ill of Heaven, and yet be

themfeU'cs wholly ignorant of the God they

are ferving-—be vaftly finful in what they

do, and be, final]y, forely puniPned for the

ungodly deed.

Again, did it pleafe God to promife de-

liverance to the captive Jews from Babylon ;.

and did he not gird his man for the purpofe?

Thus faith the Lord to his oMointed, to Cyrus^

xchofe right hand I have holden, to fubdue na-

tions bfore him; and I zvill loofe the loins of
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kings, to Open before him the two-leavedgates,

and the gates Jliall not be Jliut : I loill go be-

fore thee, and make the crookedplacesJlraight

:

I will break in pieces the gates ofbrafs, ajid

cut in funder the bars of iron. For Jacob

myfervant's fake, and Ifraelmine eled, Ihavt

even called thee by thy name: Ihavefarnam^

ed thee though thou haft not known me. I ani

the Lord, and there is none elfe, there is no

God befAes me: I girded thee, though thoU

hafl not known me.

Thefe examples of means provided for

the accomplifnment of mercies promifed, or

for the execution ofjudgments denounced,

in the wifdom of God, lay good foundation

for us to proceed, and afford unerring di^

Teftion to us in our enqurics after the means

or methods which God will provide and ufe,

for the execution of the awful fentence of

which our fubjeft treats.

Babylon isfallen, isfallen! But by what

means is (he to be brought down?
The ftate of this anti-chriRian church is

fpoken of under feveral figures or emblems,

all of Vvdiich are to ^ave their end in fome

method fuited to the deftruftion of the ori-

ginal figure.

If we afk after the deftruftion of this
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church under the figure of Babylon, we fhalj

find the means pre-figured under the pour-

ins: out of the fixth vial—-the vial Vv^hichallo
prefent expofitors allow to be now running.

' And thejixth angel poured out his vial up-

on the great river Euphrates; and the water

thereof toas dried up, that the way ofthe king^

of the eaft might be prepared.

I need not detain you here to fay that the

river Euphrates fignifies the wealth, the re-

venues, the ftrength and fupport of what-

ever kind, by which Papal Babylon hath, in

time paft, been upheld :—-And if you wilh to

' know whether this river hath been, or is

now drying up, you may be informed by

aflung thofe who can tell to what end the

revenues of the church of Rome have late-

ly come. You may ad; where are her pri-

vileges and prerogatives, her churches, her

church-lands, her wonted revenues from

princes and from fubjefts, efpecially, in re-

fpeft to thofe parts of the empire on whicli

the contents of this vial have already been

poured?—-You may alk, where is that faith,

that implicit faith which Vv^as once put in

her?—that domination which flie maintain-

ed over the confciences of men ?—Wher^

are her idols^—her mafies-—her fuperfcitions
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.—her minifters?—As to her revenues, it

will be anfwered, they have ceafed;—as to

fdith, confidence and truft in this once re-

puted fountain of truth and infallibility, it

will be faid, it is departed; her fubjefts have

thrown off the mafk, and refufe to be hood-

v/inked any longer. As to her idols, fo far

as there was any value in them, they are now

paffing in coin ; and as to her minillers, they

are executed and difperfed. Even the col-

lege of Sorbonne* is obliged to yield up her

magi, and give them, to her foes, a prey.

If you afl^ why the drying up of the river

Euphrates is fpoken of, that the zvay of the

kings of the eajl may be prepared? I anfwer,

in a word, that as ancient Euphrates was

dried up, that the way of her enemies, who

^'eame from the eaft, might be prepared, in

their approach to her de{l:ru6lion ; fo this

myftical river is dried up, that the city itfelf

may become.an eafy prey.

On this pafiage hear the language of a ju-

dicious divine.t

*' In the drying up of the river Euphrates,

NOTES.
'^ A celebrated in{lltution,or college, for the refidence of doc-

tors, profefTors, and {ludents in divinity, at Paris, who fufFered ip

the general calamity.

t B.urkit in loeo.
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manifefl: allufion is had to the manner ofold

Babylon's deftruftion. The river Euphrates

rail through eld Babylon, and vs^as a greater

defence to it than its celebrated walls, which,

for thicknefs and height, were the wonder

of the world. Cyrus," the leader of the

Kings of the EaR," whea he took Babylon,

cut many ditches, and let the river Euphra-

tes run out, and fo he and his foldiers enter-

ed the city, and took it. As the drying up

of Euphrates, theii, was^an immediate fore-

runner of the dellruQion ofBabylon ; in HIkj

manner, the drying up of Euphrates, fignify

it what it will, fiiall be the immediate fore-

runner of the deftruftion .of anti-chriftiaq

Babylon, whenever it (hall be. The RoiBiflj

Euphrates being dried up, the Romifii Bar

bylon will hallen^ amain., tpwaiids itS: final

ruin.'*

Vv'hether the Euphrates of the R6mifh

Babylon is not already fo far dried up, a^.

that the Kings oftheE a fthave made a breach

upon her, let fa61s and daily intelligence dcr

ieanine.

What though you call the inftruments of

this fuccefsful attack upon Rome a lawlefs

banditti—a race of infidels—men, whopro-

fefs to '' knov/ no God but Liberty, and no
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pofpel but their ConlHtution.''—What then!

are th^y not, in the hand of God, as well cho-

fen inftruments for the execution ofthreaten-

ed vengeance upon myflical Babylon, as the

heathenifli kings of the eaft were, for the fame

defign, upon Babylon of the Chaldees?

Thofe who look through the great plan,

viewingthcpurpofesofHeavenuponabroad

fcale, believe and know that Kings and Cap-

tains, in all ages ; nay, that even wicked men
and devils, in the fullnefs of their rage, are

yet under the divine controul ; that the wrath

of tile whole, in the end, VnaWpraife him, and

the remainder he is able to reftrain.

In runnins: throucfh with the deftruclion

of Babylon, the prophet notices a movement

of a very extraordinary nature; an exertion

made to oppofe the deluge which Almighty

God is caufmg to overfpread the anti-chrif-

tian world. But, alas ! a feeble exertion, and,

in the end, does but expedite the overthrow

denounced.

And Ifcizv three iincleanjpirits, likefrogs^

xovie out of the mouth of the dragod, uiid^oM.

of the mouth of the beajl, and out of the moiak

rf thefalfe prophet. The apoftle proceeds

.to interpret tl:e objefls prefentcd. For they

are the fpirits of devils, zoorking miracles^
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ioohich goforth unto the kings of the earth, and

cf the whole world, to gather them to the hat-

tie of that great day of God Almighty.

*' In the foregoing verfes,'*' fakh the author

juft now cited, '' an account was given ofthe
" fubjed upon which thefxth vial was pour-
*' ed out, namely, upon the river Euphrates.

" Here we have an effeft that followed there-

*' upon; a warlike expedition, or gathering
*' to battle. Where, note 1. The principal

•^ commanders, in this battle, the Dragon^
" the Bead, and the Falfe Prophet.

" 2. The inftruments employed and made
^' ufe of by them who are faid to be, for their

" xiB-iure, fpirits; for their qm.Vily, unclean;

" for their number^ j^Ar^^; for theirfmilitude

" and refemblance likefrogs; namely, with

" refpefl: to their corrupt origin, and their

*' numbers—they fwarm and croak in all

<* places, and live both in the v/ater and up-

" on the earth:—by all which, many inter-

" preters underfland emiffaries, miffionaries^

" negociators, folicitors and legates, fent

'' forth, and employed by Antichrift for th^^

'' fupport and flrengthening of him and his

^' kingdom, by foliciting the kings of ths

*' earth to join together in battle againfl: his

*' enemies,"
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We need no teflimony to fupport the o-

pinion that the nuncios, legates, bifiiops and

monks of the church of Rome have been in-

dullrioufly, and, fpeaking after the manner

of men, but too fuccefsfuUy employed in

ranging the prefent combination of kings a-

gainft the progrefs of the divine decree.

—

But Babylon isfallen, is fallen in the coun-

cils of heaven, and no popifh emiifaries fhall

prevail to parry the fatal blow. True, they

have boafted their art and fuccefs in parry-

ing the arguments, and the appeals of Pro-

teftants in time pad, but they cannot parry

the judgments of God.

And he gathered them together into aplace^

called in the Hebreio tongue Armageddon.

'' He, that is Almighty God, by his per-

*' midive providence, fuffered the kings of

" the earth to hearken to Antichriil's miffion-

« aries, and to affemble and gather together^

'' as Jabin and Sifera gathered together a-

*' gainft Ifrael to their own defl:ru6lion : And
'' whereas the place of their gathering to-

«' gether and deftruSion is called a r m a g e d-

** DON, that is fo named from the event of

'' the battle, fignifying fuch a place where

•' the enemies of the Lord Ihall be deilroy-

'' ed."

Bq
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If any are difpofed to enquire after this

place of deftruftion, let them perufe the ac-

counts of the many bloody battles which

have been fought fmce refiftance has been

made to the purpofes of heaven in the exijl-

ing decree, and anticipate the deflru6lion yet

to follow.—One hundred and fifty, if not

two hundred thoufand, are fuppofed to have

perifhed in all the conflifts, battles, fieges, af-

fafmations and executions which have tak-

en place fince the prefent vial has begun to

run. Vv^itnefs, efpecially, the late very feri-

ous rencounters between the forces ofFrance

and the allied armies, in and about the Auf-

trian Netherlands, as well as upon all their

frontiers, and we may add alfo the maffacres

of internal commotion.—Muft not fuch tor-

rents of blood be placed to the account of

the battle ofthe great day of God Almighty?

If this anti-chriftian power, for her apof-

tacy from God, and for her idolatry, be fi-

gured forth to us under the degrading and

abominable idea of a proftitute. herdellruc-

tion is find to come from the hatred of the

itn kings or kingdoms heretofore in her

idolatrous communion.
And iiie ten horns which thoiifawejl are ten

kings, zvhich have received no kingdom asyet;
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but receive power as kings one hdur,OY<iX.\\\Q

fame time, with the beajl, Thefe have one

mind, andJhall give theirpozoer andJlrength
unto the beajl.

But, in the day of God's wrath, whilft the

Jixth vial continues to deliver its myfterious?

but avenging contents, the ten kingsJliall hate

the whore, andJliall make her defolate and
naked, andJliall eat herjlejli, and burn her

with fire.

If it pleafe God to fet forth this anti-

chriftian power under the denomination of

a beaft, his deflruftion, with his adherents,

is threatened by an angel of God, not only

as to this life, but as to the life to come.

And the third angelJollowed them, faying

with a loud voice. Ifany man zoorfiip the beaft.^

and his image, and receive his mark in his

forehead, or in his hand, thefamefiall drink

of the wine of the wrath of God, zohich ispour-

ed out without 7nixture into the cup of his in-

dignation: and heJhall be tormented withfire

and brimfione in the prejence of the holy an-

gels, and in the prefenceofthe Lamb,

If it pleafe God to fpeak of this idolatrous

and intolerant power under the character of

the man offin, whofie coming is after the work-

ing of Satan, xvith all power, andfigns, and
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lying zoonders; his deftruftion is denounced

as being brought about by the vindiQivejuf-

tice of God;

—

W/ioiii the Lordjliall conjumt

Tcith thcfpirit of his Tfiouth, ayid Jhall dejtroy

zviih the brightncfs of his coming.

If this power is reprefented as interwoven

with the civil power oith^fourth great king^

dom of the world ; if the civil and ecclefiaf-

tical power of Rome forms the iron and the

cla^\ well m^y its deflruftion be predicled by

the rolling of the ftone (cut out, not with

human hands, but by the providence of God.)

apainft the legs, or rather the feet and toes

of this kingdom, wdiich is founded of iron

and clay-—partly firong and partly -voeak—
partly true and ^dinlyfalfe: well, I fay, may

deftruftion come from the ftone prepared of

God with this defign. Thou fazvfl, faith

Paniel to Nebuchadnezzar, till that ajlone

was cut out without hands, zvhichfmote the

image upon hisfeet that zvere of iron and clay^

and brake them to pieces: And thefone that

fviote the image became agreat moimtain, and

filed the whole earrth.

Can I better fet before you the interpre-

tation of this portion of prophecy, than in

the words of Bifiiop Newton, fupported by
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the celebrated Mr. Mede?* " As the fourth

kingdom, or the Roman empire, was repre,

fented in a twofold ftate; firft, ftrong and

flourifhing, with legs of iron, cinAxhtn weak-

ened and divided, withy^r^^ and toes, part of

iron and part of clay ; fo ihisffth kingdom,

or the kingdom of Chrift, is defcribed like-

wife in tzvo ftates, which Mr. Mede rightly

diftinguifheth by the names of regnum lapi-

dis, the kingdom of the ftone, and regnum

montis, the kingdom of the mountain; the

fyf, when theJione was cut out of the moun-

tain without hands; the fecond, when it be-

came itfelf a mountain, andfiled the whole

earth,

" Thefonewas cutoutofthemountainwith^

out hands. The kingdom of Chrift was firft

fet up while the Roman empire was in its

full ftrength, with legs of iron. The Roman
empire was afterwards divided into ten lef-

fer kingdoms, the remains of which are fub-

fifting at prefent. The image is ftill ftand-

ing upon h\?>feet and toes of iron and clay.

The kingdom of Chrift is yet afoneoffwU"
bling, and a rock of offence. But the ftone

will, one day, fmite the image upon the feet

NOTE.
* Newton on the Prophecies, vol. ii. page 244,
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and toes, and deftroy it utterly, and will it-

it\ibecome a great mountain, andfill the whole

earth: or, in other words, the kingdoms of

this worldJIialL become the kingdoms of our

Lord and of his Clmjf, a.nd hefiallreignfor

ever and ever.

" We have, therefore feen the kingdom of

xh^Jlone, but v/e have not yetfeen \h^ king-

dom OF THE MOUNTAIN. Some parts of

this prophecy ftill remain to be fulfilled; but

the exaft completion of the other parts will

not fuffer us to doubt of the accomplilhment

of the reft alfo, in due feafon."

And what period of time, ray brethren,

hath ever looked fo likely to be introduflo-

ry to the regnum montis, to the kingdom of

the mountain, as the prefent? Is not the

flone now rolling againft the feet and toes of

the mighty image? And when it fliall have

fplit in funder the heterogeneous and unna-

tural mixture, of which the empire ofRome
is now compofed ; when the civil and eccle-

liaftical authority (v/hich hath fo long com-

pofed what, in the dignity and pride of an-

ti-chrillian glory, hath been ftiled the ho-
ly ROMAN EMPIRE,) (hall bc fcparatcd or

diffolved, there will be good ground to be-

lieve, that the empire of Jefus Chrift—the

regnum montis, w^ill begin.
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The rolling of the ftone, then, and the in-

creafe of it to the fize of a mountain, may
JLiftly be placed to the account of means or-

dained of God for the deftruftion of myfti-

cal Babylon—the empire of the church of

Rome.
And if it may not be prefuming too far,

I would venture to aflert, that appearances

are not only now favoring the introdu£tion

of the REGNUM MONTIS, but that it has al-

ready begun, and is confiderably advanced
in its progrefs. But,

How {hall the IzUleJlcnebzcQmc 3. moun-
tain, and how fhall it deftroy this mighty
image, this anti-chriflian colofTus, which hath

flood fo many a florm?

Muft it not acquire a power—gain a mo-
mentwn equal to the tafk?

Muft there not be fome power applied be-

fide reafon and argument; the force ofwhich
this power hath found means fo long to with-

ftand?—Undoubtedly, you will fay, there

muft be fuch a power—but wliere is it to be
found, and from what quarter muft it come?

Behold, my brethren, behold in the fcenes

now paffing in the drama of Europe—an-
other Aft'yrian and his hoft!—another axm
the hand oi him that heiodh thereicith, and
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anothery2iZ(; in the hand ofAm thatjhaketli

Hi—
In the fame group behold another Cyrus,

xohofe right hand the Lord hath holden tofub--

due nations before him—before whom the

Lord loofened the loins of kings, and opened

before him the two-leavedgates. Before whom
the Lord went to make crookedplacesJtraight

;

to break in pieces the gates of brafs, and cut

infunder the bars of iron

:

—Whom the Lord

furnamed, and whom he girded with power,

though the AiTyrian knew him not.

If this language feem too myfterious to

any, let them receive a familiar itile, and be-

hold the regnum montis, the kingdom ofthe

mountain, begun on the Fourth of July,

177S, when the birth of the man-child—
the hero of civil and religious liberty took

place in thefe United States. Let them read

the prediftions-of heaven refpe6iing the in-

creafe of his dominion—that he was to rule

all nations with a rod of iron; that is, bring

them into complete and abfolutefubjeftion;

and that the young hero might be equal to

this mighty conqueft, he is fupported by an

omnipotent arm ; he is caught up unto God^

and to his throne. Behold, then, this hero

of America wielding the ftandard of civil
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and religious liberty overthefe United States!

—Follow him, in his flrides,acrofs the Atlan-

tic!—See him, with his fpear already in the

heart of the beail!—See tyranny, civil and

ecclefiaftical, bleeding at every pore!—See

the votaries of the tyrants; of the beafts; of

the falfe prophets, and ferpents ofthe earth,

ranged in battle array, to withfland the pro-

grefs and dominion of him, who hath com-

miffion to break down the ufurpations of ty-

ranny—to let i\\t prifoner out of the prifon-

houfe; and to fet the vafTal in bondage free

from his chains—-to level the mountains

—

to raife the valleys, and to prepare an high

way for the Lord!

Againft all oppofiiion to the execution of

this decree, the Lord, from the heavens, will

laugh. He that Jitteth in the heavens Jhall

uiugh, the LordJhall have them in dcrijion*

—ThoUjfhalt break them with a rod of ii^on;

thou fJiCvlt daji them in pieces like a potter s

vcfeL Be zoife now, therefore, ye kings, be

injtruded ye judges of the earth.

It feems no unnatural conclufion from an-

cient prophecy, and from prefent appear-

ances, that in order to ufher in the domi-

nion of our glorious Immanuel, as predic-
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ted to take place, and ufually called the to-

tcT'day-glory, two great revolutions

are to take place; i^n^firjl outward and po-

litical; the y^C6)7i^ inward and fpintual.

—

Thejirjl is now taking place; its happy ef-

fecis we, in this country, already enjoy; and

O that the Lord would gracioudy put it in-

to the hearts of his miniilers and churches,

nay, of all now under the dominion of civil

and religious liberty, to begin th^fecond re-

volution, that which is inzoard and fpiritual^

even the revolution of the heart. Come forth

then, may we not pray, all ye votaries of

truth! ye advocates for the foiritual empire

oithe latter day, come forth !^

—

Let the ftandard of truth and of duty, the

flandard of allegiance to God, through faith

in his beloved Son, be fet up ! Let us preach,

let us pray, let us fight, manfully, the war-

fare offaith—not doubting, but in God's owu
time, the glorious things, of which the pro-

phets have fpoken, (hall be fulfilled !

Behold the firjl revolution, (through the

agency of the hero of America] in this coun-

try, already begun, nay, already accompliih-

ed!—why not then now begifi thefecond?

What encouragement is there to proceed,

v/hilft we fee feme of the lafl events taking
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place, under the fixth vial, which are to pre-

cede the glory of the latter day, to hcti/Jier-

ed in.imrnediately on the pouring out of the

feventh!

I have now gone through with aconfider-

ation of the means appointed of God for the

overthrow ofmy Rical Babylon. Thefe means,

I make no doubt, you will believe fully ade-

quate to the execution of the decree. It now
cnly remains that I confider,

Lajily, The foundation which the execu-

tion of this decree lays for univerfal joy.

Rejoice over her thou heaven, and ye holy

apojlles and prophets ; for God hath avenp-ed

you Oil her.

If there was no other caufe of rejoicino-

on this mighty occafion, but the invitation

of heaven to the general concert, fufficient

caufe might be found for the emotion the

event demands.

But we are not called to rejoice without

fufficient light afforded, to guide us in this

rational and Chriftian exercife.

1. There is caufe of univerfal joy on this

occafion, becaufe by the deftru6tion ofmyRi-

Qhl Babylon, the great Michael ofthe churcli

hath gained a v^ry important viclory over

the principalities and powers of helh The
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placing of one, bearing horns like a lamb, and

fpeaking with the mouth ofa dragon, in high-

eft authority in the church of Chrift, is al-

lowed, on all hands, to be a mafter-piece a-

mong all the devices of Satan; the highelt,

the moll crafty and fuccefsful effort which

the wicked one hath ever played off againft

the interells of Chrift in any age of the world.

—Well then may the dete6iion and over-

throw of Satan, in this fcherae of ruling the

church, in the garb of an angel of light, de-

mand the iivelieft acclamations of general

2. A participation in this general anthem

of praife, at the downfall of Babylon, is de-

manded, as matter of exultation on the part

of the holy prophets, apofties and martyrs,

whofe blood (he had formerly flied. Rejoice

over her thou heaven, and ye holy apojlles and

prophets; for God hath avengedyou on her.

And in her loas found the blood ofprophets

,

and offaints, and of all that wereflain upon

the earth,

v\ There is caufe of joy, at this event, on

the partofthe church, as in her advancings to

her promifed perfection and glory, ftie ft^all

not be obftrutled by the perfecutions, maffa-

cres, inquifitions, tortures, and thunders of

thisapoftate church of Rome.
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4. On the part of all who have received,

and now maintain the teftirnony of God, as

recorded in his holy word, there is caufe of

joy, that the fulfilment of the many prophe-

cies refpefling Antichrijl, the man ofJin, &c.
are fulfilled, and thereby an accumulation

of evidence is obtained of the authenticity

of the fcriptures, as being in deed and in

truth the lively oracles of god.

5. There is caufe of joy, in this folemn

and afFefting event, becaufe it is one of the

lajl things to tnke place, before it fliall be

proclaimed

—

The kijigdoms ofthis zoorld are

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his

Ckrift, and hefhalL reignfor ever^and ever.

And I heard a loud voicefaying in heaven.

Now is comefalvation, and flreiigth, and the

kingdomofour God, andthepowerofhis Ckrifi ;

for the accufer ofour brethren is cafi out, which

accufed them before God day and night.

This fubjeft being a leading objeft, in this

w^ork, you will permit me to prefent, in a

very brief manner, the feveral denunciations

of wrath againft myftical Babylon, and (hew

the acclamations ofjoy that immediately fol-

low, on account of the important and inte-

reding events which follow,

Is the anti-chriilian power of Rome fet
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forth by the ii'oii and clay ofthe great image?

and is it to be dafhed in pieces by the (lone

cut out without hands? immediately it is

.predicled, that the ftone that fmote the image

became a. great mountain andJilled the whole

earth.

Is this intolerant pov/er reprefented by the

horn which came up among the ten horns;—

by the horn which had. eyes like the eyes of a

man, and a mouthfpeaking great things, I

beheld, then, faith the prophet, hecaiife of the

great words which the ]iorn [pake: I beheld

even till the beafl wasfain, and his body de-

firoyed, amd given to the burningfame. , Ifaw
in the night vifons, and behold, one like the

Son of Man came in the clouds of heaven, and

came to the Ancient ofDays, and they brought

him near before him. And there was given

him dominion, and glojy, and a kingdom, that

all people, and nations, and languagesfiould

ferve him. His dorrdnion is an everlafing

dominion, zohichfiall not pafs away, and his

kingdom that xohichfiallnot be dejiroyed.

Is this power fpoken of as to rife, after the

falling away, in the charafter of the man of

SIN

—

thefonaf perdition, ivho oppofeth and

exalteth himfef above all that is called God^

or loorflipped; fo i/iat he as God,ftteth in the
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temple of God, J/iewing himfelf-that he is God
—it is the fame whom the Lordfliall confume
xvith the/pint of his'mouth, aiidfliaUdeftroy

•with the BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMING.
And after the deflruftion of Babylon, as

recorded in this ninteenth chapter, I heard,

faith the apoftle, a great voice of niiich peo-

ple in heaven, faying, AUekcia: Salvation^

and glory, and honor^ and pozoer, unto the

Lord our God: for true and righteous are his

judgments ;for he hathjudged thegreat whore,

zvhich did corrufjt the earth xvith herfprnicd-

tion, and hath avenged the blood of lusftr-

vants at her hand.

In the conclufion of the whole fcene of
diftrefs, of which the ninteenth chapter of
this book is a lively pifture, the twentieth

chapter begins with the introduaion of the

Millennial-da\^

And Ifiw an angel come downfrom hea-

ven, fmving the key of the bottomlefs jyit, and
a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold
on the dragon, that oldferfent, zo/uch is the

Devil, andSatoJz, and bound him a thou -

SAND YEARS,

After Rich defcriptions of fuccef^, and ioy
to follow, in favor of the church of Chrid,
after the dov/nfall of Babylon, yoa will not
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wonder that the church fhould be called, nor

that fhe fhould be difpofed to rejoice at the

overthrow.

I have now gone through with the doftri-

nal part of my difcourfe: I have confidered

who it is, over whofe deftruftion holy beings

are called upon to rejoice—the caufe o^ilv.^

difafter—the means employed to bring it a-

boutj.andthe foundation it lays for univer-

fal joy.

If, after fuch lengthy illuftrations, any re-

flexions might be admitted, may they not,

briefly, in view of the objefts of this work,

be fuch as follow?

1. If the general fcope of our fubjeft is

allowed to be confonant to the word of God,

and be truly applicable to thofe objefts to-

wards which it has been direfted ; no one

carl be at a lofs for a key to the providence

of God in the national, civil, and ecclefiafli-

cal coiivulfions which are now fliaking, to

the foundation, fome ofthe moft potent pow^

ers in Europe.

Is not the day of the divine vengeance

come?—Are not the vials of the divine in-

dignation now pouring out?—Is not Baby-

lon, like a millflone', finking into the fea?~

Is not this the time of the falling of the flars
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---tlie dethroning, in church and ftate, ofthofe

who, by their iniquities and tyrannies, have^

.Out-ran the compafTion of their God? And
iheftars of heavenfell unto the earth, even as

afig-tree caf.dh her untimelyfigs, whenfile is

fiiaken ofi a mighty wind.

Is not tliis the time of the rife of the bead
from the bottomlefs pit, who (hall make war
againfl the witneffes, and fhall overcome
them, and kill them?

Is not the time now introducing, in which
It fhall be faid by the ^ngt\~Thrvfi in thy

fickle, and reap; fior the time is comefior thee
to reap; for the harvefi ofi the earth is ripe?

And the angel thruji in hisfickle into the

eojth, and gathered the vine ofi the earth, and
cajl It into the great zvine-prefis ofi the zorcitk

ofi God,

And have v/e not caufe to fear, that after

the finidiing of the prefent fixtli vial, which
dries up the myfticai Euphrates, the order
vriil be iffued to pour out the feventh into

the air—as fome fuppofe, upon all the fub-

jefls of the Prince of the Power of the Air,

throughout the world? A.nd thefieventh an-

gel poured out his viaiinto the air; andthere

came a great voice out ofi the tcmble ofheaven^

I>3
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from the tkrone,faying~Itis done. And there

were voices^ and thunders, and lightnings

;

and there toas a great earthquake,fuch as was
^

notjince men were upon the earthy Jo mighty

an earthquake, andJo great.

And do we not begin to fee the chara£iers

and proceedings opening to view, which ful-

fil the prophetic declaration, immediately on

the fall of Babylon ?—/472ii is become the ha-

hitation of devils, and the hold of every foul

fpirit, and a cage of every unclean and hate-

ful bird?

Is not the time- now come, in which, from

the many flaughters which are continually

taking place, the fcene may be fuppofed to

be begun, in view of which faith St. John,

And Ifaw an angelfanding in thefun; and

he cried voith a loud voice, fiying to all the

fowls thatfy in the midfc ofheaven. Come and

gatheryourfives together unto theflipper of

thegreat God, thaiye may eat theftefi ofkings,

andthefefi ofcaptains, and thefiefi ofmighty

7nen, and thcfcJJi of horfcs, and of them that

ft on them, and thefiefi of all men, bothfree
'

and bond, bothfnail c^nd great.

To v/hat height of diftrefs the world may
yet, in judgment for their difobedicnce to

God, be allowed to com.e, God only knows ;:
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But in view of the awRil, judicial profpeft,

vrell may we cry out, Lord rebuke r,ie not

in thine anger, neither chajlen rue in thy hot

difplecifure ! Governs, Othou gracious and

companionate Redeemer, by the broad hand
ofthy prote61ing providence, until the indig-

nation be over-pafi

!

But from thefe folemn fcenes we are all,

but efpecially as many as have good hope
in God, allov/ed to turn off our eye, whilft,

on equally fure ground, we are called to con-

template the hlejjedne.fs which Jliallfpeedily

follow,—To fupport your confidence on this

fubjeft, I need but refer you to the general

annunciation of praife from the choirs of

heaven, which our fubjeft hath noted, as im-

mediately to follow the defiruflion of the

enemies of God, and of his people. We give

thee thanks, Lord God Almighty, which art^

and zoajl, and art to come, beciufe thou hajt

taken to thee thy grea.t power, and hajl reign-

ed!—
2. In viev7 of our fubjeft may we not re-

flefl, that, hov/ever the doctrine of the Mil-

lennium—the doftrine of the thoufand years

ofprofperity,promifed to the church ofChrifl,

iriay have been negleQed, decried or mifun«

derflood, yet it is a doPirine plainly contain-
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ed, and folidly eftabliflied in the wordofGod
—and as fach is entitled to the credit, the

fludy and embrace of a:l who believe the

fcriptures to be the unchanging oracles of

God.

3. If this doftrine be true, we juPdy con^

dude, thatthofe miniflers of Chriii, who, ia

the feveral ages of the church, have been

purfuing and enquiring after the glorious.

Millennial-day, have not been purfuing a

fhadow, nor following a phantorr..

4. If they are to be juftified in their re-

fearches, and if, w^iilft under the clouds of

antiquity, they rejoiced in view of the dif-

tant, yet affurcdly approaching fcene,, how

much more may we be jullified in fuch pur-

fuit, and in increafmg joy, v/hilft the '' red-

dening flreaks of the morning betoken to

the weary traveller, that the day is at hand?'*

5. If the great Michael of the church in-

tends to u(her in his glorious dominion by

the previous accompliOiingof two great
KEVOLUTIONS

—

thcfirjl outward and poli-

tical

—

ihcfecond inward and fpiritual ; and

if he hath already advanced fo far in the

majefty of his power, as to have completed

xhtjirji revolution in this country, through

the inilrumentalitv of the fons of men, how
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necefTary and proper, that they/r^^T^fliould

now be undertaken, and carried on tlirough

the inflrumentality of the fons of God?
Can we, who are nniniRers of ChriU—can

the churches of our Lord, througlicut this

our dehghtfiil land—can we unitedly or fe-

verally be w^illing to fuffer, that the civil and

military exertions ofour country (liould con-

tribute more to the profperity of the Zion of

God, than the fons of Zion themfelves?—

•

Can we be willing that, with th-e prov/efs and

dignity ofraen,thefe fhould fo worthily and

valiantly have difcharged the duties allotted

them, whilfl: we, loitering upon our pofts,

refufe to hear the voice of our illuRrious

Leader, in his word and providence, com-

manding us to imitate his example, and to

prefs forward to exertion, to viflory, and to

renov/n?

For a moment let us caft our eye upon

the vifion of St. John refpefling this mat-

ter. And Ifaw heaven opened—that is, the

ordinances of heaven, or the fcenes difplay-

ed in the church of Chrift, by the minifiers

and churches of Chrift, which, in the lan-

guage ofprophecy, fignify lieaven ; as a peo-

ple of a contrary fpirit and cbaraQer are fet

forth by the earth, or nations of the earth:
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And behold a zohitc horfe, and he thatfat up-

on him teas called Faithful ojid True; and

in righteoufnefs he doth judge and make war.

And the armies which toere in heaven, that is,

in the church militant, and, it may be, tri-

\xm^\idini,folloioed him upon white horfes—
emblems of valor, of viftory, and of triumph

—cloathed in fine linen, white and clean,—
And out of his mouth goeth a fliarpfword,

that with it hefiould fnite the iiations; and

hefhall rule them with a rod ofiron: and he

treadeth the zoine-prefs of thefiercenefs and

-wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his

veflure and on his thigh a name zvritten, king

OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. ^^

If, my Chriftian Brethren, we profefs to

belong to the armies of the living God— to

be in the train of the great Michael of the

church, why not prefs on?—Why not keep

clofe to our Leader, that we may be within

the hearing of his orders-—may imitate his

example—may perform exploits before him

—may prove ourfelves worthy to hold rank

in fuch an heavenly train?

But hozo, in what manner follow on, you

NOTE.
* For an expofition of this paiTage, fee Lowman, Burkit, or

Langdon in loco.
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may be ready to fay?—Muft we take arms?

—Muft we go to war?—Muft we commence
hoftilities againft the empires, the kings, the

tyrants, the civil and ecclefiaftical eftablifh-

ments of the world?—Yes, my brethren, this

is our duty, and here is our employment:

But always remember, with our valiant file-

leader, that, in the accomplifliment of this

fccond revolution, the weapons of our zoar-

fare are not carnal^ but mighty, through God,

to the pulling down offlrong holds; cafling

down ima^ginations, and every high thing that

exalteth itfelf againfl the knowledge ofGod

^

and bringing into captivity every thought into

the obedience of Chrifl.

Such, my brethren, are our weapons, and

fuch is our warfare. Happy for the true fer-

vants of Chrifi, that, as yet, they are not cal-

led, in this prefent conflift, to engage in the

bloody contefts ofungodly men—not to wel-

ter in the fcenes of war, where the battle of

the warrior is, and garments rolled in blood.

It may be in the accomplifliment of ih^firft

great political revolution, fomething like

this may be necefiary ; but, in this land, at

prefent, we have little to do, but with an ar-

mour of truth, ofrighteoufnefs, and ofpeace.

But if, in the general conflift, it fhould
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happen that the once vanquifhed Lion—the

poUtical and, I may add too, the Proteftant

Dragon, (hould return to perfecute the wo-

man which brought forth the man-cpiild—
the warrior of the world—thepionierof the

church; we need not a fpirit of prophecy to

fay, that the jav/s of this infatiable leviathan

{hall again be broken, in a manner anfwer-

able to the fpirit—to the redoubled fury and

reiterated ftrokes of thofe who, under God^

at firft gave the promifcd hero of civil and

religious liberty birth.

If any (hould aflc on what authority we
ground an allulion to the Proteftant perfe-

cuting power under the idea or figure of c^

dragon—I anfv/er. That the chapter from

w^hence this language is taken is of a very

extenfive and momentous fignification.

It truly is enveloped in fome degree of

jnyftery, as it was undoubtedly defigned to

be, efpecially, under the characters of the

woman—the eagle s wings—the wildernefs—
the man-child, and the dragon, who feeks to

devour the ftruggler as foon as he fhall be

born.

But as a key to this chapter, I would hum-

bly, and in the fear of God, prefume to fay,

that, under the charafter of the woman and
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her forrows, we have exhibited the ftate and
llrugghngs of the true church of Chrift, in

every age of the world, in which fhe hath,

or may be called to]fufFer, from the Chrifti-

an ^ra until the confummation of all things.

That under the general figure of the dragon
we have exhibited the moft confiderable e-

nemies and perfecutors of the church of
Chritt in every age; Satan himfelf;that old
ferpent, the Devil, being the prime inftru-

ment, and firfl mover of the whole. That by
the wildernefs, we are to underfland a ftate

of fpiritua! dearth and barrennefs, orthofe
leaves, {hades, and darkening boughs of fu-

perftition, which have been as the (hades of
a wildernefs to hinder the fpirituai growth;
or, laftly, a wildernefs in the literal and com-
mon acceptation of the word. And, by the
general figure of*a maxNT-child, you are to

underfland the particular and feverai deli-

ances, which the church of Chrift, in any,
and in every age of the world, hath enjoy-

ed, from its firll inftitution until theprefent

moment. And, by the two wings of the

great eagle, may we not underuand thefpe-

cial providence and agency of Almighty
God m thefe feverai very imerefling events?

E3
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In this fenfe, denoting the power of God In

conquering the enemies of his people, and

in fecuring them under the banner of his

own prote6iion—the phrafe is ufed in Exo-

dus xix. 4. Ye havefeen what I did unto the

Egyptians, and how 1 hrire you on eagle's

WINGS, and broughtyou unto viyifelf. And
after a long courfeof prottftion afforded to

the people of God, througli the wildernefs

of Sinai, and their fettlement in the promif-

ed land, it is again faid, Dent, xxxii. g— 12.

For the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is

the lot of his inheritance. Hefound him in a

defert land, and in the wajle howling tvilder-

nefs: he led him about, he inJlruSied him, he

kept him as the apple of his eye. As an eagle

fiirreth up her nef, fluttereth over her young,

fpreadeth abroad her zvings, taketh them, bear-

eth them on her wings; fo the Lord alone did

lead him, and there was nojlrange god with

him.

Under the fame idea of the divine agency

and proteftion afforded, faith the Pfalmift

—

Becaife thou liojl been my help, therefore, in

thefiadow ofthy loings, will Lrejoice.

This foundation being laid as a key to the

chapter, may we not proceed, and fay, that

the woman denotes the Hate of the church
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in its firfl iriflitiitif^n? And there appeo.red a

great wonder in heaven, a woman cloathed

with thefun; it may be with the veftments

of the fun of righteoufnefs; and the viaon

under herfeet;, the earth and other fublu-

nary things in their proper place; and upon

her head a crown oftzoelvefars; guided and

governed by the unadukerated doftrines of

the twelve apoflles. In this charafter, the

church of Chrill at firfl flood forth; but fo

foon was the truth beclouded—her privi-

leges reflrained, and her members perfecut-

ed, that fhe, flruggling for civil and religi-

ous liberty, is denominated as being zoith

child, as travailing in birth, andpained to be

delivered. The charafter of a woman the

church is fuppofed to take, as denoting her

delicacy—her fi uitfulnefs, and her need of

proteftion.

But under the laflies of paganifm and hea-

thenifh tyranny, flie was obliged to groan

out the ten perfecutions, v.vx\], in the perfon

of Conftantine the Great, the firfl Chnflian

emperor, fhe brought fanh her firft-bcrn,

and lived, for a while, und^r the happy do-

minion of civil and religious liberty.

And v;ho would have thougrht that, in

procefs of time, profperity would have pro-
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duced fuch pride, dominion and tyranny in

fpiritual, and in earthly things ; even in thofe

who have but jail tiow emerged from a fuf-

fering and pe^fecuted ftate?

But, alas! behold the Pagan Dragon re-

ftored to life, in the papal, anti-chriftian im-

age ! And under this papal, perfecuting po v/<

er behold the feries of heathenifh perfecu-

tion again renewed!

How did the woman again labor to be de-

livered, and v/hat were the effeftsof her la-

bor, under papal tyranny, but the glorious

reformation v/hich took place in thefixteenth

century, under the preaching of WicklifF,

John Hufs, and Jerom; and afterwards car-

ried on by Luther, Calvin, and others?

And fiiall it, may it now^ be faid, that the

fpirit of proteftantifm—the hero of deliver-

ance from the thraldom of Popery, ever be-

come fo degenerated as, in the fmalleft de-

gree, to aft over the part of its Papal and

Pagan predeceffors ? Let the perfecutions of

civil and ecclefiaftical powder, under Mary,

James, Laud, and others, whilft they flrug-

gled for uncontrouled dominion in church

and ftate, '' m things civil and ecclefiafti-

cal," anfwer to this point!

The fufferings of the Proteftants, under
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this new-formed intolerant power, do well

anfwer to the charafter of the cluirch—of

tlie woman in lier fuffering and perfecuted

ftate.

But, behold! howfoon does the perfecut-

ed woman receive an anfwer to her folema

appeals, and reiterated cries? See, on the

wings of a bounteous providence, how fne

is wafted acrofs the Atlantic, and fettled in

thefe peaceful American abodes!—Happy,

that as the time ofgeneral redemption comes,

her enemies are held in partial reifraint.

—

Here {he is purfued and perfecuted only in

outvfard and civil things; though what de-

figns might have been formed againft her

religious freedom v/e cannot fay.

In a word, behold the hero of civil and

religious liberty born in thefe weftern climesl

And fee him already on his way back to de-

molifh the proud and haughty eUablifhrnents

of civil and ecclefiaflical tyranny, which have

in thefe feveral forms, perfecuted his mo-

ther, whilft fhe labored to give him birth!

And is it too much to fuppofe, that, in

his progrefs back, he will demolilh all that

is contrary to the fpirit of the truth—to the

intent and defign of that power, under whofe

aufpiccs he now proceeds, conquering and
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to conquer; whether fuch counterfeits of

truth be found in Proteftant, in Papal, or in

Pagan Rome? Efpecially, whilft you read,

that this hero is to rule all nations with a

rod of iron, and is caught up to God and to

his throne?—If you requeft any further il-

luftrations to authenticate this interpreta-

tion, attend to the declaration, that when the

Dragon, in his multi-formed charafter, was

caft out, was conquered, difappointed, or dif-

graced, he perfecuted the woman that bro't

forth the man-child. And thus, my audi-

ence did the Pagan Dragon, in the perfon

and perfecutions ofJulian the Apoflate ; and

thus did the Papal Dragon, in all the perfe-

cutions, thunders, and councils, by which he

hath vexed and deflroyed the Proteftants;

and thus has the Proteftant Dragon done, not

only in heavy perfecutions for confcience

fake, but, efpecially, in the flood of troops,

armies and fleets—Britons andIrirn,Brunf-

wickers and Waldeckers, Heffians and Anf-

pachers, which this red dragon vomited forth

for the deftruftion of the woman in the A-

nierican wiidernefs, during the late unpro-

voked and cruel v;ar; and thus is this Pro-

teftant Dragon, even nov/, but too ready to

exprefs of his perfccuting temper, in open^
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ing upon thefe defencelefs ftates the Alge-

riiie Corfairs—in committing depredations

upon our commerce, and in letting loole, or

in countenancing their f'avagc allies, in mak-

ing war upon our weftern frontiers. But we
believe in God, our hope and confidence is

in him, and to his protefting power and pro-

vidence do we, therefore, humbly appeal.

You will not nov/ doubt of the propriety

of the allufion, juft now hinted at, refpefting

ing the perfecuting power of the ProteRant

Dragon—nor at all deny the propriety of

our holding ourfelves in lively and animat-

ed readinefs to break the jaws of this levia-

than, as God may give us power, fhould he

attempt again to break our peace.

And if any fhould be difpofed to afk what
has become of the eagle, on whofe wnngs the

perfecuted woman was born into the Ame-
rican wildernefs, may it not be anfwered,

that (he bath taken her ftation upon the

broad feal of the United States; and from
thence has perched upon the pediment of
the firft government-houfe, dedicated to the

dominion ofcivil and religious liberty, where
fhe is flill to be feen, an emblem of thepro-
teftion of Providence towards our prefent

government, and towards this our happy
land.
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If any fliould be difpored, further, to aflc

whether the dragon of the regions below,

even that old ferpent called the Devil, and

Satan, is to be feen in any other form than

as animating the dragons—the combinations

of civil and ecclefiaftical power, in the many
external injuries they have wrought againft

the church of God on the earth? I anfwer,

yes, in every age of the church, whether her

external ftate has been peaceful or trouble-

fome: The errors in doftrine—the breaches

upon the purity of Chriftian praflice—the

fcifms, divifions and difcords in churches

—

the prejudice, hatred and malice which have,

at times, prevailed in the church, have been,

for the moft part, but the ebullitions of Satan,

the great dragon ofdragons, who continually

goeth about, as a roaring lion, feeking whom
he may devour; and haplefs ftate the church,

too frequently, has been in, that even with-

in her own bofom, the Devil himfelf fhould

find fo many willing inftruments of his plea-

fure; agents of his infernal crafto Look a-

broad upon our churches, and behold the

dearth of religion—the want of unity, ani-

mation and zeal amongft both minifters and

people; and pray, oh fervently pray, that

when, as at the prefent time^ the enemy (hall
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tome in like a flood, the fpirit of the Lord,

in his word, in his minifters and churches,

may lift up a ftandard againft him.

But returning to the important fubjeft of

i\\^ fecond great revolution, after which it is

our duty conftantly to labor, may we not

add, in view of the example of our late po-

litical ftruggle—

If, then, noble exerrions for the firft revo-

lution have been made by our brethren, guid^

ed by heaven in the field, and in the cabi-

net; are not we now, as Chriftians, and as

iiiinifters, to be guided?—Is it not full time,

that we fliould be led, by the zeal of their

tioble example, whilft we fight the battles of

the Lord of Hods, in our clofets and in our

families—in our churches and in our pul-*

pits?

Purfuing this objeft, let us reafon the point,

for a moment, with yonder infidel—Let us

aflc what more evidence he needs ofthe truth

of the fcriptures, than to fee the events, long

Cnce predifted, daily fulfilling before his

eyes ?—Let us afk him to read a page or two

in a late publication, on the fubjeft of pro-

phecy, as the teftimony of Jefus.*

K O T E.

* See Hinfdale's Difco. A. P. voL iv. page laJ.
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" Where ai^e now ihoie renounced cities^

Nineveh, Babylon and Tyre, v/hofe defola-

tion was fo often Jenoanced by the prophets ?

—What is now the condition of Jerufalem

and Jadea?—Are they not trodden dozon of

the Gentiles, and likely to be Itill trodden

down, until the times that the GentilesJliall he

fiiljilled? How remarkably do the aftions

and ftate of the Turks, who have To long

trodden them down, agree to what was pre-

difted of them ? Hejliall covie xoith horfevieny

and manyjiups, andJliall overfuoio andpafs o-

ver. He (hall enter into the glorious land,

and many countries (hall- be overthrown.

Do you not find it even fo ? And that he hath

ftretched out his hand over the land of E-

gypt, with the Lyhian at hisjleps, whilft the

Arabians /till efco.pe out of his hand.

Hath not the Rate of Egypt, for many paft

ages, been juft as was foretold? a hafe, and

the bafefi of kingdoms, without a ruler of her

own, and zcajted byjlrangers?

Obferve the fourth kingdom of Daniel's

vifion broken into ten. Behold that won-

derful power, diverfe from the Jirfl, which

hath arifen up among them, with a lookmore

Jlout than hisfellows, and a mouth fpeaking

great things^ even great words againft the
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MOST HIGH: thatpowerwhich wearetli out

the faints of the most high, and changeth

times and laws. Behold him cajling down

the truth to the ground; forbidding to Jjiar-

ry, and commanding to abjiain from meats:

Yea, behold hxmjitting in the temple, in the

church of God, andfiezoing himfeIf ihdit he is

God, whofe coming is with fgns and lying

zvonders. And remember that the feat of this

horrid tyrannical power is ^/i^j^^rm^^a^jVtt'AzV/^

fandeth on feven mountains, and vs^hich, in

the days of the prophecy, reigned over all

the kings of the earth.—In fine,

" You fee the church of God fubfifting,

at this day, in the world— the fame church

which, before Chrift, w^as continued in the

feed of Abraham, and which, at and after

his coming, took that nesv form which Da-

niel faw under the name of the kingdom

OF HEAVEN; and hath ever fmce fubfifted

among the Gentiles. You know the prefer-

vation and final prevalence of this fociety,

together with the hoflile attempts, and final

ruin of all her enemies, have been predifted

by all the prophets from Mofes to St. John.

" Now, when ye fee this very church prefent

in exiRence and enlargement, afier al! the at-

tempts v/hich liave been made, in all man-
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ner of ways, and through a long fuccefTion

of ages, for her deftruftion; and notwith-

ftanding (lie has all the feeds of defolation

in herfelf, has often been extremely feeble,

and in the hand of her enemies, and at the

point of death: When you fee this, you be-

hold an event, which, though perfectly cor-^

refponding to hundreds of fcripture-prophe-

cies and promifes, is yet unparalleled
IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD. Suffer

me to repeat, it is unparalleled in the

HISTORY OF THE WORLD. The mofl Un-

likely event, when it was foretold, ever to

have exifted, and which indeed never could

have exifted, but by the marvellous provi-

dence of God, defeating the influence of na-

tural caufes, that he might fulfil the defigns

of his mercy—that he might confirm the

words of hisfervants, andperform the counfel

of his vieffengers; and, at the fame time, that

he mightf^ii/irafe the tokens of the liars, and

make diviners mad, and clofe the mouth of

infidels m perpetualflence,

'• Thus is the fpirit of prophecy the tefli-

mony of Jehovah to the facred fcripturesas

his ovv'N ORACLES,andtoJefusas theChrift,

^nd ofconfequence to the Chriltian Religion

^S DIYINE."
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And where fhall the minifters of Chrift

next turn their attention, in order fuccefs-

fully to carry on the purpofes of this fecond,

this inward and fpiritual revolution of the

heart?

Unlefs the great Michael of the church

fiiould aid, our hopes of fuccefs would be

loft ; but fo long as we have his promife

—

Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the world—we are encouraged to go on»

Let us, then, make our addrefles to men
of underftanding—to men of found judg-

ment, and reftitude of heart, and folicit the

force of their intereft and example.

Let us even attempt to touch the ambi-

tion of the ambitious, by pointing them to

the robes of diftinftion, and inconceivable

marks of favor in the regions of glory, which

await the man whom the king delights to

honor.

Let us affail the caftle of the mifer, and
tell him, that in the regions of glory are riv-

ers oftreafure, floods of falvation, a thoufand

fold more regaling to the appetites of the

foul, than earthly fubftance can be to the

body.

Let us guide the wandering views of the

man of bufinefs, by fetting before him thene-



422 TPIE DOV/NFALL OF

cmTity of feekingj^r/? the kingdom ofGod and
his righteoufnefs, that all thefe things may be

added.

May we not aroufe the attention of the

ftupid, the obftinate, and fenfual, by paint-

ing to them, in lively colours, the danger to

which they are expofed, as well as the bafe-

nefs oi earthly Z-Tid fenfual gratifications, in

comparifon v/ith thofe which are intelleflual

and heavenly? ,,

May we not folicit the aid of the improv-

ed, the elevated, and the polite, by affuring

them that a field of improvement, profpefts

of elevation, and the moR finifhed examples

of heavenly grace, are all prefented to their

embrace, in the purfuit of the rewards pro-

mifed by our exalted king?

And, laft of all, may v/e not, Vvith high

profpefts of fuccefs, humbly fuggeft, that by

the example and influence of the female

world, even of the mofl delicate and refin-

ed, much might be done to further the pur-

pofes of heaven?—If any of our fair audi-

ence ihould fay, '^ We have not yet learned

the paths of piety ourfelves: we are, alas!

but too far from hope of fetting good exam-

ple to others, or of aiding the interefts of

vntue, by the feeble efforts of what, at beft.
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can be only ftiled the improvements cf na-

ture, deflitute of the refinements of heaven-

ly grace:"—Let us pray th.em to lend their

hand to fome guardian angel, v/ho may lead

them, perhaps, abroad to view the v/ondrous

traces of wifdom, and of power, in all crea-

tion's handy works; and when, from the o-

racles of truth, they become farther convinc-

ed of the being of a God—of his equitable^

holy, juft and good laws—of their ovv^n im-

perfeclions of heart and life—of their final

accountablenefs at the bar of an impartial

judge; they maybe willing to follow their

heavenly guide into the retirements of fecret

devotion, and there unbofom the foul to

God, imploring the pardon and ablution of

fin, through the blood of the Lamb. What

though a tear of contrition find its way, e-

vincing the deep woundings of the heart,

purfued by an upbraiding confcience, for

time and talents mifimproved—for negleft

of God, the univerfal Creator—for neglecl

of the overtures of proffered mercy—for the

grievings of the holy fpirit of God, occa-

fioned by the pride of the heart, refufing to

bow to thefceptre offovereign grace? What

though, from caufes likethefe, a tear ofcon-

trition might fall, and the bofom heave in
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fighs ofpenitence and prayer? If pardon fof

the foul, and acceptance with God fliould be

the happy fruit, and a life of unexampled

piety the permanent effefts-—how interefting

the change—how promifmg the profpecl

!

With fupport of numbers, and example of

graces fuch as thefe, with what fuccefs might

the advocates of truth plead the caufe of

heaven, and how foon might we expeft that

in the place of unbelief, ftupor, infenfibility

and hardnefs of heart; we Ihould difcover

the feeds of the happy wifhed-for revolution

already to be fov/n, and the effefts to appear

in full and abundant fheaves of heavenly

grace

!

But—whither do I run, leading my au-

dience—fathers and brethren, it may be^

into paths lefs promifmg than thofe in which

they have been accullomed, fuccefsfully to

tread !
—-I paufe, then ; nay, I draw to a con-

clufion by faying, in the words ofa refpefted

father in the church of God, on the fubjeft

of Minifterial Charafter and Duty,*—" It

requires no fmall attention and labor to feek

out fit and acceptable words, as the preacher

expreffes it, to ftir up the attention of the

NOTE.
* Witherfpoon, voK i. A» P. page 19,
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inconfiderate—to awaken, fecure, and con-

vince obftinate Tinners—to unmafk the co-

vered hearts of hypocrites—to fet right the

erring, and encourage the fearful."

Notwithftanding this^, may we not all, ani-

mated by the profpefts of promifed aid, go

forth manfully, to fight the battles of the

Lord—to play the man for God, and for

the cities of our God; knowing that in our

faithful exertions the name of the Lord' is

honored, though Ifrael be not gathered.

Finally, my brethren, " Have we feen the

fcriptures fealed by paft events ; let it exalt

our faith into a full affurance, that all the

prophecies which remain, and efpecially

thofe which fpeak of jesus' future 01.0-=

HY, ftiall receive, in due time^ their perfe6t

accomplifhment.

" This GRAND ^RAis approaching with

k fpeed rapid as the flight of time. The
night is far fpent, the day is at hand. In

this profpecl, with what ardour fliould we
pray

—

thy kingdom come;"'^ and in the

fervency of our united devotions, may we
G3

NOTE.
? HInfdale, A. P. vol. iv. p. 133, 134,
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not add—/A); will be done on earth, as it is

done in heaven; for thine, gracious God! is

the kingdom, and thine is the power, and thine

{hall be i\it glory, world without end. Amen,

END OF inz FIRST VOLUM
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