
LECTURE Xn.

CHARITY OR A CHRISTIAN SPIRIT WILLING 1X5

UNDERGO ALL SUFFKRINGS IN THE "WAY OF

DUTY.

" P 3areth all things."—1 Cor. xiii. 7.

Having in the previous verses declared

those fruits of charity that consist in doing

^

the Apostle now proceeds to speak of those

that have reference to suffering • and here he

declares that charity, or the spirit of Chris-

tian love, tends to dispose men, and make
them willing to undergo all sufferings for

Christ's sake, and in the way of duty. This

I suppose to be the meaning of the expression,

" Beareth all things!''' Some, I know, would

understand these words as referring only to

the meek bearing of injuries from our fellow-

men. But it seems to me thalNtliey are rather

to be understood in the sense here given, of
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suffering in the cause of Christ and religion ,

and that, for the following reasons :

—

First^ As to bearing injuries from men,

that the Apostle had mentioned before, in

Baying that " charity suifereth long," and

again, fn declaring that it " is not easily pro-

vol^ed," or that it tends to the resisting of the

passion of anger ; and therefore there is no

need to suj^pose that he would use such tau-

tology as again to mention the same thing a

third time.

Second^ The Apostle seems evidently to

have done with the fruits of charity of a more

active nature, and to have summed them all

up in the expression of the previous verse,

"rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in

the truth." He had been rehearsing over the

various points of good conduct toward our

ueighbor which charity tends to, and having

summed up these in the above expression, he

now seems to proceed to traits of another na-

ture, and not to be re])eating the same things

over in other words.

Third., It is a frequent thing for the Apos-

tle Paul, to mention suffei-ing in the cause of

Christ as a fruit <5f Christian love
; and there-

fore it is not probable that he would omit so
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great a fruit of love in this place, where he is

]n-ofessedly reckoning up all the important

fruits of love or charity. It is common for

the Apostle elsewhere to mention suffering in

the cause of religion as a fruit of love or

charity. So he does in 2 Cor. v, 14, where,

after speaking of what he had undergone in

the cause of Christ, on account of which others

were ready to say he was beside himself, he

gives as the reason of it, that the love of

Christ constrained him. And so, again, in

Rom. V. 3, 5, he gives it as a reason why he was
willing to glory in tribulations, that " the love

of God was shed abroad in his heart by the

Holy Ghost." And still again, he declares,

that neither tribulation, nor distress, nor per-

secution, nor famine, nor nakedness, nor peril,

Qor sword, should be able to separate him
from the love of Christ, Rom. viii. 35. Now
since suffering in the cause of Christ is so

great a fruit of charity, and so often spoken

of elsewhere by the Apostle, it is not likely

that he would omit it here, where he is pro-

fessedly sjjeaking of the various fruits of

charity.

Fourth, The following words, "believeth

all things, hopeth all things, cjidureth a^I
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things," all show that the Apostle has done

with those fruits of chai'itj that have chief

reference to our fellow-men, as may be mani-

fest hereafter when these expressions may be

more fully considered. The doctrine, then,

that I would draw from the text, is,

That charity, or a truly Christian spirit,

WILL MAKE us WILLING, FOR ChRISt's SAKE, TO

UNDERGO ALL SUFFERINGS TO WHICH WE MAY BE

EXPOSED IN THE WAY OF DUTY.—And in clearing

this doctrine, I would first, briefly explain it,

and then give some reason or jjroof of its

truth.

I. Ivjould explain the doctrine.—And in so

doing, I remark,

1. That it implies that those that have the true

spirit of charity^ or Christian love., are willing

not only to do., hut also to sufferfor Christ.—
Hypocrites may, and oftentimes do make a

great show of religion in profession, and in

words that cost nothing, and in actions that

involve no great diflSculty or suffering. But

they have not a suffering spirit., or a spirit

that inclines them willingly to suffer for

Christ's sake. When they undertook in re-

ligion, it was not with any view to suffering,

or with any design or expectation of being in-
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jured by it in their temporal interests. They

closed with Ciirist, so far as they did, only to

serve a turn for themselves. All that they do

in religious things, is from a selfish spirit, and

ct-mmonly very much for their interest, as it

was with the Pharisees of old ; and therefore

they are far from the spirit that is willing to

meet suifering, either in their persons or their

interests. But those that are truly Christians,

have a spirit to suffer for Christ ; and they are

willing to follow him on that condition which

he himself has given :
" Whosoever doth not

bear his cross and come after me, cannot be

my disciple," Luke xiv. 27. And not only

are they willing to suffer for Christ, but,

2. It is also implied in our doctrine^ that

they have the spirit to undergo all the suffer-

ings to which their duty to Christ may expose

them. And here.

First., They are willing to undergo all suf'

ferings, of all kinds., that are in the way of

duty. They have the spirit of willingness to

Buffer in their good name: for Christ's sake

to suffer reproach and contempt, rnd to pre-

fer the honor of Christ before their own.

With the Apostle they can say, ''Therefore I

take })!• asure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
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necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for

Christ's sake," 2 Cor. xii. 10. They have a

spirit to suffer the hatred and ill-will of men,

as was foretold by Christ when he said, " Ye
shall be hated of all men for my name's sake,"

Matthew X. 22. They have a spirit to suffer

losses in their outward possessions ; as says

the Apostle, " Yea, doubtless, and I count all

things but loss for the excellency of the knowl-

edge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whom I

have suffered the loss of all things," Philip-

pians iii. 8. They have the spirit to suffer in

their ease and comfort, and to endure hard-

ships and fatigues ; like Paul, to approve

themselves faithful, " in much patience, in

afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in

stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in la-

bors, in watchings, in fastings," 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5.

rhey have the spirit to suffer pain of body,

like those "who were tortured, not accepting

deliverance, and those who had trial of cruel

mockings and scourgings, and of bonds and

imprisonment," Hebrews xi. 35, 36. They

have a spirit to suffer even death itself. " He
that findeth his life shall lose it, and he that

loseth his life for my sake shall find it," Matt.

X. 39. These, and all other conceivable suf-
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ferings in kind thej are willing to undergo

for Christ's sake, and in the way of duty.

And so,

Second, They are willing to undergo all suf-

ferings, of all degrees, that are in the way of

duty. They are like pure gold, that will bear

the trial of the hottest furnace. They have

the heart to forsake all and follow Christ, and
comparatively to "hate" even "father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren,

and sisters, yea, and their own life, also," for

Christ's sake, Luke xiv. 26. They have the

spirit to suffer the greatest degrees of reproach

and contempt ; and to have trial not only of

mockings, but of cruel mockings ; and to bear

aot only loss, but the loss of all things. They
have the spirit to suffer death, and not only

BO, but the most cruel and tormenting forms

of death, such as " to be stoned, to be sawn
asunder, and to be slain with the sword, and
to wander about in sheep-skins and goat-skins,

being destitute, afflicted, tormented," He-
brews xi. 37. The fiercest and most cruel

sufferings in degree, they are willing to un-

dergo for Christ. I proceed,

II. To give some reason orproof of the doc-

trine.—And that it is so, that they who have
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a truly gracious spirit are willing to undergo
all sufferings that they may be exposed to in

the way of their duty, will appear from the

following considerations:

—

1. If ive have not such a spirit^ it is an evi-

dence that we have never given ourselves unre-

servedly to Christ.—It is necessary to our being

Christians, or followers of Christ, that we
should give ourselves to him unreservedly, to

be his wholly, and his only, and his forever.

And therefore the believer's closing with

Christ, is, often, in the Scriptures, compared
to the act of a bride in giving herself in mar-

riage to her husband
; as when God says to

his people, " I will betroth thee unto me for-

ever
;

yea, I will betroth thee unto me in

righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-

kindness, and in mercies," Hosea ii. 19. But
a woman, in marriage, gives herself to her

husband to be his, and his only. True be-

lievers are not their own, for they are bought
with a price ; and they consent to the full right

that Christ has in them, and recognize it by
their own act, giving themselves to him as a
voluntary and living sacrifice, wholly devoted

to him. But they that have not a spirit to

gjflfer all things for Christ, show that they do
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not give themselves wholly to him, because

they make a reserve of such cases of suffering

as they are not willing to bear for his sake.

In those cases they desire to be excused from

being for Christ and his glory, and choose

rather that his cause should be set aside for

their own ease or interest, and indeed should

entirely give way for it. But making such

reserves of cases of suffering, is certainly in-

consistent with truly devoting themselves to

God. It is rather being like Ananias and

Sapj)hira, who gave but part, and kept back

part of that which they professed to give to the

Lord. To give ourselves wholly to Christ, im-

plies the sacrificing of our own temj^oral in-

terest wholly to him. But he that wholly

sacrifices his temporal interest to Christ, is

ready to suffer all things in his worldly inter-

ests for him. If God be truly loved, he is

loved as God ; and to love him as God, is to

love him as the sujjreme good. But he that

loves God as the supreme good, is ready to

make all other good give place to that ; or,

which is the same thing, he is willing to suffer

all for the sake of this good.

2. They that are truly Christians^ sofear
God^ that his displeasure isfar more tennhU
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than all earthly afflictions and sufferings.—
Wlien Christ is telling his disciples what suf-

ferings they should be exposed to for his sake,

he says to them, " Be not afraid of them that

kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do; but I will forewarn you
whom ye shall fear ; fear him, which after he

hath killed, hath power to cast into hell
;
yea,

I say unto you, fear him," Luke xii. 4, 5. And
80, again, it is said by the prophet, " Sanctify

the Lord of hosts himself, and let him be your

fear, and let him be your dread," Isaiah viii.

13. Now they that are truly Christians, see

and know him who is so great and dreadful a

God, and they know that his displeasure and

wrath are far more dreadful than all the tem-

poral sufferings that can be in the way of their

duty, and more dreadful than the wrath and

cruelty of men, or the worst torments that

they can inflict. And therefore they have a

spirit to suffer all that can be inflicted, rather

than forsake God, and sin against him who
can inflict upon them eternal wrath.

3, They that are truly Christians^ have that

faith whereby they see that which is mare

than sufficient to make %(/pfor the greatest suf-

ferings they can endure in the cause of Christ,
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- -They see that excellency in God and Christ,

whom they have chosen for their portion,

which far outweighs all possible sufferings.

And they see, too, that glory which Grod has

promised to tliem that suffer for his sake—that

far more exceeding and eternal weight of

glory, which their sufferings for Christ's sake

work out for them, and in comparison with

which, the heaviest sorrows and most endur-

ing trials, are but " light afflictions, enduring

but for a moment," 2 Cor. iv. 17. Moses'

faith is given as a reason why he was willing

to suffer affliction with the people of God, and
to endure reproach for Christ's sake, because,

in the exercise of that faith, he saw something

better than the throne and riches of Egypt
laid up for him in heaven, Heb. xi. 24-26.

4. If we are not willing to close with reli-

gion^ notwithstanding all the dijflculties at-

tending it^ we shall he ovei^whelnied with shame
at last.—So Christ expressly teaches us. His
language is, " For which of you intending to

build a tower, sitteth not down first and
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient

to finish it ; lest, haply, after he hath laid the

foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that

behold it begin to mock him, saying, this man
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began to build and was not able to finish ; or

what king, going to make war against another

king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth

whether he be able, with ten thousand, to

meet him that cometh against him with twen-

ty thousand ? Or else, while the other is yet

a great way off, he sendeth an embassage,

and desireth conditions of peace. So likewise

whosoever he be of you, that forsaketh not all

that he hath, he cannot be my disciple,"

Luke xiv. 28-33. The sufferings that are in

the way of our duty, are among the difficul-

ties that attend religion. They are part of

the cost of being religious. He, therefore,

that is not willing to meet this cost, never

complies with the terms of religion. He is

like the man that wishes his house was built,

but is not willing to meet the cost of building

it; and so, in effect, refuses to build it. He
that does not receive the gospel with all its

difficulties ; does not receive it as it is proposed

to him. He that does not receive Christ with

his cross as well as his crown, does not truly

receive him at all. It is true that Christ in-

vites us to come to him to find rest, and to buy

wine and milk, but then he also invites us to

come and take up the cross, and that daily
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that we may follow him ; and if we come only

to accept the former, we do not in truth ac-

cept the offer of the gospel, for both go to-

gether, the rest and the yoke, the cross and

the crown : and it will signify nothing that in

accepting only the one, we accept w^hat God
never offered to ns. They that receive only

the easy part of Christianity, and not the dif-

ficult, at best are but almost Christians

;

while they that are wholly Christians, receive

the whole of Christianity, and thus shall be

accepted and honored, and not cast out with

shame at the last day,

5. Without tills spirit which, the text im-

plies^ we cannot he said to forsahe all for
Christ.—If there be any one kind or degree

of temporal suffering that we have not a spirit

to undergo for Christ, then there is something

that we do not forsake for him. For examjile,

if we are not willing to suffer reproach for

Christ, then we are not willing to forsake

honor for him. And so if we are not willing

to suffer povertj", pain, and death for his sake,

then we are not willing to forsake wealtii,

ease, and life fur him, But Christ is abun-

dant in teaching us, tliat we must be willing

to forsake all that we have for him, if duty
25
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requires it. or we cannot be his disciples,

Luke xiv. 26, &c.

6. Without this spirit, we cannot he said to

deny ourselves in the sense in which the Scrip-

tures require us to do it.
—^The Scriptures teach

us, that it is absolutely necessary to deny

ourselves in order to our being the disciples

of Christ. " Then said Jesus unto his disci-

ples. If any man will come after me, let him

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow

me ; for whosoever will save his life shall

lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for my
sake, shall find it," Matt. xvi. 24, 25. Thes-e

expressions, as here used, signify as much as

a man's renouncing liimself. And the one

who acts according to them in his practice,

lives as though he disowned himself for Christ.

He puts himself to difficulty or suffering, as

thouffh he did not own himself. As the chil-

dren of Levi were said not to know or acknowl-

edge their own relatives and friends, when

they put them to the sword for their sin in

making the golden calf, so Christians are said

not to acknowledge, but to deny themselves,

when they crucify the flesh, and undergo

great sufferings for Christ as though tliey bad

no mercy on themselves. Those that will do
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contrary to the will of Christ and his giO'j,

for the sake of avoiding suffering, deny Chiist

instead of denying themselves. Those that

dare not confess Christ before persecutors, do

in fact deny him before men, and are of the

number of whom Christ says, that " he will

deny them before his father in heaven," Matt.

X. 33 ; and as to whom the Apostle says, " If

we suffer, we shall also reign with him ; if

we deny him, he also will deny us," 2 Timothy

ii. 12.

7. It is the character of all the truefollowers

of Christy that they follow him in all things.

" These are they," says the beloved disciple,

alluding to those about the throne of God,
" these are they which follow the Lamb whither-

soever he goeth," Rev. xiv. 4. Those that

are willing to follow Christ only in prosperity

and not in adversity, or only in some suffer-

ings and not in all, cannot be said to follow

him whithersoever he goeth. We read of one

who said to Christ, while he was on earth,

" Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou

goest;" and that Christ said to him, "The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have

nests, but the Son of man hath not where to

lay his head." Matt. viii. 19, 20. And by this
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he signified to him, that if he -would follow

him wherever he went, he must fullow him

through great difficulties and sufferings. They

that are true followers of Christ, are of the

same spirit toward Christ, that Ittai the Gittite

manifested toward David, in not only clinging

to him in prosperity, but also in his adversity,

even when David would have excused him
from going witli him. He said, " As the

Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth,

surely in what place my lord the king shall

be, whether in death or life, even there also

will thy servant be," 2 Samuel xv. 21. Of
such a spirit are true Christians tow^ard Christ,

the spiritual David.

8. It is the character of true Christians^

that they overcome the world.—"Whatsoever

is born of God, overcometh the world," 1 John

V. 4. But to overcome the world, implies that

we overcome alike its flatteries and frowns,

its sufferings and difficulties. These are the

weapons of the world, by which it seeks to

conquer us ; and if there be any of these that

we have not a sj^irit to encounter for Christ's

sake, then by such weapons the world will

have us in subjection, and gain the vi ''X^ji:'^

over us. But Christ gives his servants the
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victory over the world in all its forms, Tiiey

are conquerors, and more than conquerors,

through hiin that hath loved them. Once

more,

9. The sufferings in the way of duty ^ are

qften^ in the Bible, called temptations or trialst

iecause hy them God tries the sincerity of our

character as Christians.—By placing such

Kufterings in our way, God tries whether we
have a spirit to undergo suiFering, and so tries

our sincerity by suffering, as gold is tried by

the fire, to know whether it is pure gold or

not. And as by the fire the pure gold maybe
known from all baser metals, and from all

imitations of it ; so by observing wdiether we
are willing to undergo trials and suiFerings

for Christ's sake, God sees whether we are

indeed his people, or whether we are ready to

forsake him and his service when any difii-

culty or danger is in the way. It seems to be

with this view that the Apostle Peter says to

those to whom he wrote, " Though now for a

season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through

manifcld temptations, that the trial of your

faith, being much more precious than of gold

that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,

might be found unto praise, and honor, and
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gloiy, at the appearing of Jesus Christ," 1

Peter i. 6, 7. And again, " Behaved, think it

not strange concerning the fierj trial which

is to trj you, as though some strange thing

happened unto you ; but rejoice, inasmuch as

ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that

when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be

glad also with exceedingjoy," 1 Pet, iv. 12, ItS.

And so God by his prophet declares, " I will

bring the third part through the fire, and will

refine them as silver is refined, and will try

them as gold is tried : they shall call on my
name, and I will hear them ; I will say. It is

my people ; and they shall say, the Lord is

my God," Zechariah xiii. 9.

In the application of this subject, let it

1. Lead those who think themselves Chris-

tians^ to examine themselves, whether or no

they have the sjdrit to unde7'go all sufferingsfor

Christ.—It becomes all persons very strictly

to examine themselves, whether they are of a

suffering spirit or not, seeing such great im-

portance is attached to such a spirit in the

Scriptures. Though you never have had the

trial of having such great and extreme sufi'er-

ings laid in the way of your duty as many

others have had, yet you have had enough, in
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the course of God's providence, to show what

jour spirit is, and whether you are of a dis-

position to sutler, and to renounce your own
comfort, and ease, and interest, rather than

forsake Christ. It is God's manner in his

providence, commonly, to exercise all pro-

fessors of religion, and especially those that

may live in times of trial, with trials of this

sort, by laying such difficulties in their way
as shall make manifest wliat their spirit is,

and whether it he a spirit of self-renunciation

or not. It is often the case with Christians

who are exjjosed to persecutions, that if they

will cleave to Christ, and be faithful to him,

they must sutler in their good name, and in

losing the good-will of others, or in their out-

ward ease and convenience, being exposed to

many troubles ; or in their estates, being

brought into difficulty as to their business ; or

must do many things that they are exceeding

averse to, and that are even dreadful to them.

Have you, when you have had such trials,

found in yourself a spirit to bear all things

that come upon you, rather than in anything

be unfaithful to your great Lord and Re-

deemer? And you have the more need to

examine yourselves with respect to this point,
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for jou know not but that before you die you

may have such trial of persecutions as other

Christians have had. Every true Christian

has tlie spirit of a martyr. And if you have

not the suffering spirit in the lesser trials or

sufferings that God may have sent upon you,

how will it be if he should expose you to bitter

persecutions, such as the saints of old some-

times were called to endure ? If you cannot

bear trials in little things, how can you possess

that charity which beareth all things? As
the prophet says in another case, "If thou hast

run with the footmen and they have wearied

thee, then how canst tliou contend with horses?

And if in the land of peace, wherein thou

trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt

thou do in the swelling of Jordan ?" Jeremiali

xii. 5, Our subject,

2. Exliorts all professors of religion^ to

cherish a ready sjnrit^ for Chrisfs sahe^ to

undergo all suffe7"ing8 that rnay l)o In the way

of duty. And here consider,

First.^ How happy those persons are repre-

sented in the Scriptures to he.^ who have a spirit

to svf^er, and do actually suffer for Christ.—
'' Jjlessed," says Christ, "are they which arc

persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is
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the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when

men shall revile you, and persecute you, and

shall say all manner of evil against you,

falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be exceed-

ing glad, for great is your reward in heaven,"

Matt. V. 10, 12. And again, "Blessed are

ye that hunger now, for ye shall be filled.

Blessed are ye that weep now, for ye shall

laugh. Blessed are ye when men shall hate

you, and shall separate you from their com-

pany, and shall reproach you, and cast out

your name as evil for the Son of man's sake.

Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy, for

great is your reward in heaven," Luke vi.

21-23. And again, "' Unto you it is given, in

the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on

him, but also to suffer for his sake," Philippians

i. 29. And again, " Blessed is the man that

endureth temptation, for when he is tried, he

shall receive the crown of life, which the

Lord hath promised to them that love him,"

James i. 12. And again, " But and if ye

Buffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye,"

1 Pet. iii. 14. And the New Testament is

full of similar exj)ressions, all of which may
encourage us in the way of suffering for

Christ. And consider, also.
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Second^ What glorious rewards God ha^

promised hereafter to hestow on those that do

willingly suffer for Christ.—It is said that

they shall receive a " crown of life ;" and

Christ promises, that those that forsake houses,

or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or

wife, or children, or lands, for his name's sake,

shall receive an hundred-fold, and shall in-

herit everlasting life, Matt. xix. 29. And
again we are told, of those who suffer for

Christ's sake, that they shall be counted wor-

thy of the kingdom of God, 2 Thes. i. 5 ; and

again, that it is a faithful saying, that if we
suffer with Christ, we shall also reign with

him, 2 Timothy ii, 11, 12; and still again,

that if we suffer with him, we shall also be

glorified together with him, Romans viii, 17.

And we have, also, the most glorious promises

made to those that overcome, and gain the

victory over the world. '• To him that over-

cometh," says Christ, "will I give to eat of

the tree of life, which is in the midst of the

paradise of God," and " he shall not be hurt

of the second death ;" and " to him will I

give to eat of the hidden manna;" and "to

him will I give power over the nations;" and
" I will give him the morning star ;" and "he
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shall be clothed in white raiment, and I will

not blot ont his name out of the book of life,

but I will confess his name before my Father,

and before his angels ;" and " him will I make
a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall

go no more out, and I will write wpon him my
new name;" and "to him that overcometh

will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even

as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne," Rev. ii. 7, 11, 17, 26, 27,

'^S, and iii. 5, 12, 21. Surely promises so rich

and abundant as these, should make us will-

ing to undergo all sufferings for the sake of

Christ, who will so gloriously reward us for

them all. Once more, consider,

Third, How the Scriptures abound with

blessed examjyles of those that have sufferedfor

Chrisfs sake.—The Psalmist, speaking of the

reproach and blasphemy he had suffered from

the enemy and avenger, says, " All this is

come upon us, yet have we not forgotten thee,

neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant,"

Psalm xliv. 17, 18; and again, "The proud

have had me greatly in derision, yet have 1

not declined from thy law ; manj'- are my
persecutors and mine enemies, yet do I not

decline from th}^ testimonies; princes liave
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persecuted me without a cause, but my "iieart

standeth in awe of thy word," Psalm cxix. 51,

157, 161. And the prophet Jeremiah spake

boldly for God, though he was threatened

with death for so doing, Jer. xxvi. 11, 15.

And Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego re-

fused to bow down and worship the golden

image that the king of Babylon had set up,

though they knew they would be cast into

the fiery furnace, Daniel iii.
; and Daniel him-

self would still faithfully pray to his God,

though he expected for it to be shut up in the

den of lions, Daniel vi. But the time would

fail me to tell of Apostles, and prophets, and
martyrs, and saints, and of Christ himself,

who were faithful alike through good report

and evil report, and in suft'erings and trials,

and who counted not their lives dear, so that

they might be faithful to the end. " Where-

fore seeing we, also, are compassed about

with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay

aside every weight, and the sin which doth

80 easily beset us, and let us run with patience

the race that is set before us, looking unto

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before him, endured

the cross, despising the shame, and is set down
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at the right liand of the throne of God," Hel).

xii. 1, 2. "Fear none of those things wliich

thou shalt suffer. Be thou faithful unto death,

and I will give thee a crowu of life."
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