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Cuarldl,  in the Creation of the World, 53
Secr. I

P Articular texts of feriptures that thew that God's glo-
ry is an ultimate end of the creation, :

‘WHAT God fays in Ifai. 48. 11, naturally leads us to
fuppofe, that the way in which God makes himfelf his ebd
in his work or works which he does for his own fake, is in
makidg his glory his end. ¢ For my own fake, even for
my own fake will I doit. For how fhould my hame ‘be
pollured : and I will not give my glory to another”. Which
is as much as to fay, I will obtain my end, I will hot forego
my glory : another fhall not take this prize from me. *Tis
pretty evident here, that God’s name and his glory, which
feems to intend the fame thing (as fhall befobferved more
particularly afterwards) are fpoken of as his laft end in the

sreat work mentioned, not as an inferior fubordinate end,
ubfervient to the intereft' of others, The words are em-
phatical. The emphafis.and repetition conftrain us toun«<.
derftand that what God does, is ultimately for his own fake 3
¢ For my own fake, even for my own jake will I do it.”

" So the words of the apoftle, in Rom. 1t. 36. naturally
lead us to fuppofe that the way in which all things areto
God, is'in being for his glory, ¢ For of him, and through-
him, and to him.are all things, to whom be glory forever -
and ever. Amen”, In the preceeding context the apoftle
obferves the marvellous difpofals of divine wifdom, for.
caufing all things to be to him in their final iffue and refult,as
théy are from him at firft, & governed by him. His difcourf¢
fhews how God contrived and brought this to pals in bis .
difpofition of things, viz. by fetting up the kingdom of
Chrift in the world ; leaving the jews, and calling the gen-
tiles ; and in what he wou!d hereafter do in bringing in the
jews with the fulnefs of the gentiles 3 with the circumftan-
ces of thefe wonderful works, fo as greatly tothew his jufe

tice and his goodnefs, magnify his grace, and manifeft the - -

fovereignty and freenefs of it, and the abfolute dependence
of all on him——And then in the four laft verfes, breaks -
out into 2 moft pathetic rapturous exclamation, exprefling-
*his great-admization of the iiepth of divine wifdom ir}‘ the
CP'
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fteps he takes for the attaining his end, and caufing all things
to be to him :" and finally, he exprefles a joyful confent to
God’s excellent defign in all to glorify himfelf, in faying,
¢ to him be glory forever” ; as much as to fay, as ait
things are fo wonderfully ordered for his glory, fo let
him have the glory of all, forevermore.

2, THE glory of God is fpoken of in holy fcripture as the
laft end for which that part of the moral world that are good
were made. Thus in Ifai. 43. 6, 7. « I will fay to the
north give up, and-ta the fouth keep not back, bring my
fons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the
earth, even every one that is called by my name ; for I
have created him for my giory, 1 have formed him, yea l

. have made him”. Ifai. 60. 21.¢¢ Thy people alfo fhall be all

righteous. Thbey fhall inherit the land forever, the branch

of my planting, the work of my hand, that I may be glorifi-

ed’. chap. 61, 3. ¢ That they may be called trees of

righteoufnefs, the planting of the Lord, that be might be
.

glorified”,

" In thefe places we fee that the g]or;' of God is fpoken of
as the end of God’s faints, the end for which he makes
them, i. e. either gives them being, or gives them 2 being’
as faints, or both. It is faid that God bas made and form-
ed them to be his fons and daughters, for bis own glory :
That they are trees of his planting, the work of his hands,
as trees of righteoulnefs, that be might be glorified. And
if we confider the words, efpecially as taken with the con-
‘text in each of the places, it will appear quite unnatural,
to fuppofe that God’s glory is here fpoken of enly as an
end inferiour and fubordinate to the happinefs of God’s
people ; or as a predi&tion that God would create, form
and plant them that he might be glorified, that fo God’s
people might be happy. On the contrary, if we take the
places with the context, they will appear: rather as pro-
" smifes of making God’s people happy, that God therein
might be glorified. So is that in the 434 chap. as we.
thall fee plainly, if we take the whole that is faid from the
beginning of the chapter. ’Tis wholly a promife of a.
future; great and wonderful work of God’s power and
grace, delivering bis people from all mifery, and mﬁng
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