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Contasning the Hiflory of lis Life, from his BIRTH to lus
SETTLEMENT i the work of the MINISTRY.

MR. JONATHAN EDWARDS was born Oftober s,
1703, at Windfor, a town in Conneéticut. His father
was the Rev. Mr. Timothy Edwards, minifter of the gofpel
on the eaft fide of Connetticut river in Windfor. '\ He began
to refide and preach at Windfor in November 1694, but was
not ordained untl July, 1698. He died January 27, 1758,
in the 8gth year of hisage, not two months before this his fon.
e was in the work of the miniflry above fifty-nine years &
And from his ficfl beginning to refide and preach there, to his
death, are above fixty-three years ; and was ablé to attend on
the work of the miniftry and preach conftantly until within a
few years before his death. e was very univerfally eftecmed
and beloved asan upright, pious, exemplary man, and faithfut
minifter of the gofpel ; and was greatly ufefal. He was born
at Hartford in ConneSlicut, May 14, 1669, received the hon-
ours of the college at Cambridge in New-England, by having
the degrees of Batchelor and Malter of Aris given him the
{ame day, July 4, 1694, one in the forenoon, and the other

- in the afternoon.

On the 6th day of November 16g4, he was married to Mis.
Efther Stoddard, in the 2gd year of her age, the daughiter of
the late famous Mr. Solomon Stoddard of Northampion ; whole
great parts and zealfor experimental religion are well known
in all the churches in America ; and will probably be trani-
mitted to poflerity yet unbern, by his valuable writingse They
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26 The Lire of the Reverend ’

lived together in the matried flate above fixty-three years,
Mrs. Edwards was born June 2, 1672.

They had eleven Children: All which lived to adult years,
viz. ten daughters, and this their only fon and fifth child.*

Mr.

" * As the following more large and particular account, of Mr, Ed-
wards’s anceflors may gratify fomereaders, it isinferted here in the

Margin,

‘Mr. Edwards’s grandfather was Mr, Richard Edwards.  His
firk wife was Mrs, Elizabeth Tuttle, daughter of Mr. William
Tuttle of New-Haven in Conne&icut, and Mrs. Elis Tuttle his
wife, who came out of Northamtonthire in England. His fecond
wife was Mrs. Talcot, fifter to governor Talcot : By his firt wife
he had feven children, the oldeft of which was the Rev. Mr. Tinio«
thy Edwards of Windfor, his father, before mentioned. By his
fecond. wife Mrs. Talcot, he had fix children,

The father of Mr. Richard Edwards was Mr. William Edwards,
who came from England young and unmarried. His wife, Mrs.
Agnes Edwards, who alfo came out of England, had two brothers
in England, one of them Mayor of Exeter, and the other of Barn-
ftable. Mr. William Edwards’s father was the Rev. Mr. Rich.
Edwards, miniftey of the gofpel in London. He lived in Queen
Elifabeth’s day, and hiswife Mrs. Anre Edwards affifted in making
a ruff for the queen.  After the death of Mr. Edwards fhe married
to one Mr. James Cole. She with her fecond hufband, and her
“fon William Edwards came into America, and all died at Hartford
in Conne&icut.

Mr. Edwards’s grandfatber, (Mr. Solomon. Stoddard, and his
predecefior at Northampton) married Mrs. Mather, the reli& of ,the
“Rev. Mr. Mather his ptedeceffor, and the firft minifter at Northamp-
ton. Her maiden name was Efther Warham, daughter and youngeft
child of the Rev. Mr. John Warham, minifter at Windfor in Con-
neéticut, who came out of England, before which he was minifter
in Exeter in England : He had four children, all daughters ; and
“Mrs. Warham furvived him, and had two daughters by Mr. New-
bury, her fecond hufband.

Mrs. Efther Warham had three children by Mr. Mather, viz.
Eunice, Warham and Eliakim. And the had twelve children by
M. Stoddard, fix fons and fix_daughters : Three of the fons died
<ninfancy. The three that lived to adult years were Anthony,
John and Ifrael. Ifrael died inprifon in France. Anthony was the
-Rev, Mr, Anthony Stoddard, Iate minifter of the Gofpel at g’Vood-
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Mr. Edwards entered Yale College in the year 1716,
aud received the degree of Batchelor of Arts in September,
1720, alittle before he was feventeen years old. He had the
chara€ter of a fober youth, and a good fcholar while he was a
member of the college.  In his [econd year at college, and
thirteenth of his age, he read Locke on the human underftand-
ing, withgreat delight and profit. His uncommon genius, by
which he was, asit were by nature, formed for clofenefs of
thought and deep penctration, now began to exercife and dif-
cover itfelf, Taking that book into his hand, upon fome oc-
cafion, not Jong before his death, he faid to fome of his felett
friends, who were then with him, That he was beyond ex-
preflion entertained and pleafed with it, when he read it in his
youth at college ; that he was as much engaged, and had more
fatisfadtion and pleafure in ftudying it, than the moft greedy
mifer in gathering up handfuls of filver and gold from fome
new difcovered treafure,

i Though he made good proficiency in all the arts and
fciences, and had an uncommon tafte for natural philofophy,
which he cultivated to the end of his life, with that juftnefs
and accuracy of thought which was almoft peculiar to him ;
yet moral philofophy or divinity was his favorite ftudy. In
this he early made great progrefs. ~He

bury in Conneéticut, who lived to a great age, and was in the -
work of the miniftry fixty years: He died September 6, 1760, in
the eighty-fecond year of hisage., John was the honourable John

Stoddard, Efg. who lived at Northampton, and who often, efpecially

in his younger years, ferved the town as their reprefentative at the
great and general court in Bofton; and was long head of the county

~of Hampfhire as their chief Colonel, and chief Judge of the court of

common pleas: And he long ferved his majefly, and the province
of the Maflachufetts-Bay, as one of his Majefty’s council. He was

- remarkable as a politician, and for his fpirit of government ; a wife

counfellor, an upright and fkilful judge, a fteady and great friend
to the intereft of{’ religion, He was a great friend and admirer of
Mr. Edwards, and greatly ftrengthened his hands in the work of the
miniftry while helived, = A more particular accourt of the life and
chara@er of this truly great man may be feen’ in the fermon which
Mr. Edwards preached and publifhed on the occafion of his death,

M. Stoddard’s father was Antheny. Stoddard, Efg, of Bofton,'a
zealoys congregational man. He had five wives, the firlt of which,
Mr. Stoddard’s mother, was Mrs. Mary Downing, fifter to Sir
George Downing, whofe other fifter married Governor Bradftreets
Mr, Solomon Stoddard was their oldeft child,
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He lived at college near two years after he took his firft de-
gree,defigning and preparing for the work of the miniftry..After
which, having pafled the pre-requifite trials, he was .?icenced
to preach the gofpel as a candidate. And being pitched upon,
and applied to by a number of miniflers in New-England, who
were 1ntrufted to aét in behalf of the Englith prefbyterians at
New-York, as aperfon to be fent to them, he complied with
their requeft, and went to New-York the beginning of Auguft,
1722 ; and preached there.to very good acceptance about
eight months.  But by reafon of the fmallnefs ot that fociety,
and fome fpecial difficulties that attended “it, he did not think
they were in a capacity to fettle a minifier, with a rational
profpett of anfwering the good ends propofed. He thercfore
left them, the next {pring, and retired to his father’s houfe ;
where he fpent the fummer in clofe fludy. He was indeed
carneftly folicited by the people he had been among at New-
York to return to them again; but for the reafon juft men-

tioned, be could not think himfelf in the way of his duty to
gratify them.

In September, 1723, he received his degree of Malfler of
Arts ; about which time he had invitations from feveral con-
gregations to come among them in order to his fettlement in
the work of ‘the miniftry ; but being chofen tutor of Yale-
College the next {pring in the year 1724, being in the twenty
firlt year of his age, he retired to the college, and attended
the bufinefs of tutor there above two years.

While he was in this place, he was applied to by the peo-
ple at Northampton, with aninvitation to come and fettle in
the work of the miniftry there, with his grandfather Stoddard,
who by reafon of his great age, flood in need of affiflance.
He therefore refigned his tutorthip, in September, 1726, and
accepted of their invitation ; and was ordained in the work of
the minifiry at Northampton, colleague with his grandfather
Staddard, February 15, 1727, in the twenty fourth year of
his age. where he continued in the work of the miniftry until
Junc 22, 1750, twenty three years and four months.

Between the time of his going to New-York and his fettle-
ment at Northampton, he formed a number of refolmi_ons,
and committed them to writing : the particular time, ar?d
fpecial occafion of his making many of them, he has noted in
his diary which be then kept ; as well as.many other obferva-
tions and rules, which related to his own exercifcs aréd é(}';on,

. uct,



Mr. JoxnaTHANEDWaARDS. 29

duft. And as thefe relolutions, together with* the things
noted in his diary, may juftly be confidered, as the foundation
and plan of his whole life, 1t may be proper here to give the
reader a tafle and idea of them : Which will therefore be
done in the following extraéts.

P ACR R

Containing X TRACTS from his PR1vATE WRITINGS, &0W

e T Al T S
SEcT1i1oN I
Hs RESOLUTTON S

B EIN G fenfible that I am unable to do any thing with-
out God’s help, 1 do humbly intreat him by his grace to
enable me to keep thefe refolutions, fo far as they are agreeable
to his will, for Chrift’s fake.

Remember to read over thefe RESOLUTIONS once a Week.

1. Refolved, That I will do whatfoever I think to be moft
to God’s glory, and my own good, profit and pleafure, in the
whole of my duration, withoutany confideration of the time,
whether now, or never fo many myriads of ages hence. Refol-
ved to do whatever I think to be my duty, and moft for the
good and advantage of mankind in general. Refolved to do
this, whatever difficulties I meet with, how many and how
great foever.

2. Refolved, to be continually endeavouring to find out
fome new invention and contrivance to promote the forc-men-
tioned things.

4- Refolved, never to do any manner of thing,” whether in
foul or body, lefs or more, but what tends to the glory of God ;
nor be, nor fuffer it, if I can avoid it.

5- Refolved, never to loofe one moment of time ; but im-
prove it the moft profitable way 1 poflibly can.

6. Refolved, to live with all my might, while I do live.

7. Refolved, never to do any thing, which 1 f{hould be
afraid to do, if it were the laft honr of my life.

g. Refolved, to think much on all occafions of my own
dying, and of the common circumflances which attend death,

O 11. Re-



30 The LIFE of the Revérend

11."Refolved, when I think of any theorem in divinity to
be folved, immediately to do what 1 can towards folving it, if
circumftances do not hinder. ;

13., Refolved, to be endeavouring to find out fit objefts of
charity and liberality. ~

‘14.'Refolved, never to do any thing out of revenge.

15. Refolved, never to fuffer the leafl motions of anger to
irrational beings. .

17. Refolved, that I will live fo as I {hall wifh I had done
when I come to die.

18. Refolved, to live fo at all times, as I think is beft in
my devout frames, and when I have cleareft notions of things
of the golpel, and another world.

20. Relolved, to maintain the firifleft temperance in eating
and drinking.

21. Refolved, ngver to do any thing, whichif I fhould fee
in another, I fhould count a juft occafion to defpife him for,
or to think any way the more meanly of him.

24. Relolved, whenever 1 do any confpicuouily evil ation,
to trace it back, till I come to the original caufe ; and then
both carefully endeavour to do fo no more, and to fight and
pray with all my might againt the original of it.

28. Refolved, to ftudy the feriptures {o fteadily, conftantly
and frequently, as that I may find, and plainly perceive myfelf
10 grow in the knowlege of the fame.

30. Refolved, to ftrive to my utmoll every week to be
brought higher in religion, and to a higher exercifle of grace,
than I was the week before.

g2. Refolved, to be ftriély and firmly faithful to my truft,
that that in Prov. xx. 6. * A faithful man who can find ?”
may not be partly fulfilled in me.

33. Relolved, always to do what I can towards making,
mantaining and cftablifhing peace, when it can be without
over-balancing detriment in other refpetis.

4. Refolved, in narrations never to{peak any thing but the
pure and {imple verity.

36. Refolved, never to fpeak evil of any, except I have
fome particular good call for it. :

37. Refolved, to enquire every night, as I am going to bed,
wherein I have been negligent, what fin I have committed,
and wherein I have denied myfelf : Alfo, at the end of every
week, month and year.

98. Reéa
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38. Refolved, never to {peak any thing that is ridiculous,
or matter of laughter on the Lord’s Day. :

39. Refolved, never to do any thing that I fomuch queftion
the lawfulnefs of, as that I intend, at the {fame time, to con-
{fider and examine afterwards whether 1t be lawful or no: ex.
cept I as much queftion the lawfulnefs of the omiffion. )

41. Refolved, to afk myfelf at the end of every day, week,
month and year, wherein I could poflibly in any refpe€t have
done better. '

42. Refolved frequently to renew the dedication of myfelf
to God, which was made at my bapti{m ; which I folemnly
renewed, when I was received into the communion of the
church ; and which I'have folemnly re-made this twelfth day
of January, 1722—3. i

43. Refolved, never henceforward, till 1 die, to at as if
1 were any way my own, but entirely and altogether God’s,
agreeable to what is to-be found in Saturday, January 1e.

46. Refolved, never to allow the leaft mealure of any fret«
ting uneafinels at my father or mother. Refolved to fuffer no
effefts of it, fo much as in the leaft alteration of fpeech, or
motion of my eye : and to be efpecially careful of it; with ref-
pett to any of our family. '

47- Relolved, to endeavor to my utmoftite deny whatever is
not moft agreeable to a good, and univerfally {weet and bene-
volent, quiet, peaceable, contented, eafy, compaflionate, ge-
nerous, humble, meek, modeft, fubmiflive, obliging, diligent
and induftrious, charitable, even, patient, mmoderate, forgiv-
ing, fincere temper ; and to do at all times what fuch a temper °
would lead me to. Examine firiftly every week, whether I
have done fo. y

48. Refolved, conflantly, with the utmoft nicenefs and di-
ligence, and the firiéteft fcrutiny, to be looking into the flate
of my foul, that I may know whether I have truly an intereft
in Chrift or no ; that when I come to die, I may not have
any negligence refpeling this to repent of. _

50. Refolved, I will aét fo as I think I fhall judge would
hav?dbeen beft, and moft prudent, when I come into-the future
world. ¥ ' A

52. 1 frequently héar perfons in old age fay how they would
live, if they wereto live their lives over again: Refolved, that
1 will live juft fo as I can think I fhall with I had done, fuppo-
{ing I live to old age. W
2, " 54. When-
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54. Whenever I Lear any thing fpoken in converfation of
any perfon, if I think it would be praife-worthy in me, Refol-
ved to endeavor to 1mnitate it.

55- Relolved, to endeavor to my utmoft to a&t as I caid
think I fhould do, if I had already feen the happinefs of Heas
ven, and Hell tormeunts.

56. Refolved, never to give over, nor in the leaft to flac-
ken my fight with my corruptions, however unfuccefsful 1
may be.

57- Refolved, when I fear misfortunes and adverfities, to
examine whether I have done my duty, and refolve to do it}
and let it be juft as providence orders it, I will, as farasI can,
be concerned about nothing but my dufy and my fin. :

62. Refolved, never to do any thing but duty; and then
according to Eph. vi. 6, 7, 8. do it willingly and cheerfully
as unto the Lord, and not to man; knowing that whatever
good thing any man doth, the fame fhall he receive of the
Lord.

65. Refolved, very much to exercife myfelf in this all my
five long, viz. with the greateft opennefs I am capable of, to
detlare my ways to God, and lay open my foul to him : afl
my fins, temptations, difficulties, forrows, fears, hopes, de-
fires, and every thing, and every circumitance ; according to
Dr. Manton’s 27th fermon on the cxix Plalm. Xy

67. Refolved, after affliftions, to inquire, what I am the

»« better for them, what good I have got by them, and what I
‘might have got by them. * ,

* The Refolutions are {eventy in number. But part of them are
here tranfcribed, as a fpecimen of the whole. 'The number here af-
fixed to them, is that by which they are nombered in the original
manufeript ; and retained here for the fake of the references made to
fome of them in the diary, as the reader will prefently fee.

SEct1on IL
: ' Extrafls from kis PR1vATE Drary.
> w 2 8 t
"~ QATURDAY, “December 22, 1722. This day revived by
God’s fpirit. ~ Affe€led with the fenfe of the excellency of
bolinefs. Felt more exercife of love to Chrift than wufual, °
Have
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Have alfo felt fenfible repentance of fin, becaufe it was com-
mitted againft fo mercitul and gooda God. This night made
the 37ith Relolunom

Savbatkday night, Dec. 23. Made the g8th Refolution.

Monday, Dec. 24. Higher thoughts than ufual of the excels
lency of Jefus Chrilt and his kingdom. ‘

Wednefday, Fanwary o, 172e—a. Dull. I find by expe-
rience, that let me make refolutions, and do what I will; with
never fo many inventfons, it is all nothing, and to no purpofe
at all, without the mouons of the Spirit of God : for if the
Spirit of God fhould be as much withdrawn from me always,
as for the week paft, notwithftanding all I.do, I fhould not
grow ; but fhould languith, and miferably fade away.—There
1s no dependence upon mylfelf. It is to no purpole to refolve,
except we depend on the grace of God; for if it were not for
his mere grace, one might be a very good man one day, and a
very wicked one the next,

Sabbathday, Fanuary 6, at night. Much concerned about
the improvement of precious time. - Intend to live in continual
mortification, without ceafing, aslong as 1n this world.

Tuefday, Fanuary 8, in the morning. Higher thoughts than
ufual, of the excellency of Chrift, and felt an unufual repent-
ance of {in therefrom.

Wednefday, Fanuary 9, at night. Decayed. I am fometimes
apt to think, I have a great deal more of holinels than I have.
1 find now and then, that abominable corruption which is di-
rellly contrary to what I read of eminent Chriftians. How
deceitful is my heart ! 1 take up a ftrong relolution, but hovws
foon does it weaken |-

Thur(day, Fanuary 1o, about noon. Reviving. 'Tisa
great difhonor to Chrift, in whom I hope I have an intereft,
to be uneafy at my worldly ftate and condition. When I fee
the profperity of others, and that all things go eafy with them ;
the world is finooth to them, and they are happy in many tel.
petts, and very profperous, or are advanced to much honor,
&c. to gradge and envy thern, or be the lealt unealy atit; to
wifh or long for the fame profperity, and thatit would ever ba"
fo with me. Whercfore concluded always to rejoice in every
one's profperity, and to expeét for myfelf no happinels of thag
nature as Jong as I live ; but depend upon affliétions, and betake

myfelf entirely to another happinefs. R
; 5 I think
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I think I find myfelf much more fprightly and healthy, both
in body and mind, for my felf denial in eating, drinking, and
fieeping.

1 think it would be advantageous every morning to confider
my bufinels and temptations ; and what fins I fhall be expofed
to that day ; and to make a refolution how to improve the day,
and to avoid thofe fins. And fo at the beginning of every
week, month and year.

I never knew before what was meant By not fetting our
hearts upon thefe things. 'Tis not to care about them, to depend
upon. them, to affliét ourfelves much with fears of lofing them,
nor pleafe ourfelves with expefation of obtaining them, or
hope of the continuance of them. At night made the 41t
Refolution. :

Saturday, Fanuary 12, in the morning. I have this day
folemnly renewed my baptifmal covenant and felf-dedication,
which I renewed when I was received into the communion of
the church. I have been before God ; and have given myfelf,
all that I am and have to God, fo that I am not in any refpett
my own : I can challenge no rightin myfelf, I can challenge
no right in this underflanding, this will, thele affe€tions that
are in me ; neither have I any right to this body, or any of its
members : No right to this tongue, thefe hands, nor feet: no
right to thefe fenfes, thefe eyes, thefe ears, this fmell or tafte.
I bave given myfelf clear away, and have not retained any
thing as my own. I have been ‘to GOD this morning, and
told kim that I gave mylelf wholly to him. Ihave givenevery
power to him; fo that for the future I will challenge no right
in myfelf, in any refpe@. I bave exprefly promifed him, and
do now promife Almighty God, that by his grace 1 will not.
I have this morning told him, that I did take him for. my
whole portion and felicity, looking on nothing elfe as any part
of my happinefs, nor afling as if it were ; and his law for the
conflant rule of my obedience : and would fight with all my
might againft the world, the flefh, and the devil, to the end of
my life. And did believe in Jefus Chrift, and receive him as
a Prince and a Saviour ; and would adhere to the faith and obes
dience of the gofpel, how hazardous and difficult foever the
profeflion and ‘prattice of it may be. ‘That I did receive the
bleffed Spirit as my teacher, fanttifier and only comforter ; and
cherifh all his motions to enlighten, purify, confirm, comfort
and affift me. This I have done. AndI pray God, {folr the

ake



Mr. JoNATHAN EDWARDS. 35

fake of Chrift, to look upon it as a felf-dedication ; and to re-
ceive me now as entirely his own, and deal with me in all re-
fpetts as fuch ; whether he affliéts me or profpers me, or what-
ever he pleafes to do with e, who am his. Now, hence-
forth I am not to aft in any refpeét as my own.—1I fhall aét
as my own, if Iever make ufe ‘of any of my powers to any
thing thatis not to the glory of God, and don’t make the glo-
rifying him my whole and entire bufinefs ; i1f I murmur in the
leaft at affli€tions; 1f I grieve at the profperity of others; 1f I
am any way uncharitable ; if [ am angry becaufe of injuries ;
if Irevenge: If I do any thing, purely to pleafe myfelf, or if
1 avoid any thing for the {ake of my eafe : If I omit any thing
becaufe it 1s great felf-denial: IfItruft to myfelf;: If I takeany
of the praife of any good that I do, or rather GOD does by
me; or if I am any way proud. This day made the 42d and
43d Refolutions. j

Monday, Fanuary 14.—The dedicatior: I made of myfelf to
my God, on Saturday laft, has been exceeding ufeful to me.
I thought I had a more fpiritual infight into the fcripture, rea-
ding the 8th chapter to the Romans, than ever in my life
before.

Great inftances of mortification are deep wounds given to
the body of fin, hard blows that make him flagger and reel :
we thereby get great ground and footing againft him —While
we live without greatinftances of mortification and felf-denial,
the cld man keeps whereabouts he was ; for he is fturdy and
obftinate, and will not ftir for fmall blows. After the great-
eft mortificatians, I always find the greateft comfort.

Suppoling there was never but one compleat Chriftian, in
all refpets of a right ffamp, having chriftianity fhining in its
true luftre, at a time in the world; Refolved to aét juft as I
would do, ifI firove with all my might to be that one, that
{fhould be in my time.

Tuefday, fanuary 15. It feemed yeflerday, the day before
and Saturday, that I thould always retain the fame refolutions
to the fame height, but alas, how foon do I decay ! O, how
weak, how infirm, how unable to do any thing am 1 | What
a poor, inconfiftent, “what a miferable wretch, without the af-
fiftance of God’s pirit ! While I ftand, I am ready to think
I ftand in my own ftrength, and upon my own legs; and I
am ready to triumph over my enemies, as if it were I myfelf ,
that caufed themto flee : When alas! I am but a poor infant,

g upheid
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upheld by Jefus Chrift ; w_ho holds me up, and gives me liber-

ty to fmile to fee my encmies flee, when he drives them before
me ; andfo I laugh, as though [ myfelf did 1t, when it is only
Jefus Chrift leads me along, and fights himfelf againft *my
cnemies. - And now the Lord has a little left me, and how
weak do I find myfelf ! O, let it teach me to depend lefs on
mylelf, to be more humble, and to give more of the praife of
my ability to Jefus Chriff. ‘The heart of man is deceitfvl
above all things, and defperately wicked, who can know it ?

Saturday, February 16. 1 do certainly know that I love
holinefs, {uch as the gofpel regnires.

Atnight. I bave been ncgligent for the nfonth paft in
thefe three things; I have not been watchful enough over my
appetite in eating and drinking ; in rifing too late @ mornings;
and in not applying myfelf wuh applications enough to the
duty of fecret prayer.

Sabbathday, February 17, near funfet. Renewedly pro-
mifed, that I will accept of God, for my whele portion ; and
that I will be contented, whatever elfe I am denied. I willnot
murmur, nor be grieved, whatever profperity, upon apy ac-
count, I fee others enjoy, and I am denied.

Saturday, March 2. O, how much pleafanter is humility
than pride ! O, that God would £ill me with exceeding
.great humility, and that he would evermeore keep me from
all pride! - The. pleafures of humility are really the moft
refined, inward and exquifite delights in the world. How bate-
ful is a proud man | How hateful is a2 worm that lifts up itfelf
with pride | What a foolith, filly, miferable, blind, deceived,
poor worm am I, when pride works !

Wednefday, Marck 6, near fun-fet,  Felt the doftrines of
cle€lion, free grace, and ofour not being able to do any thing
without the grace of God; and that holinefs is entirely,
th;oughout, the work of God’s fpirit, with more plealure than
before, :

Monday morning, April 1. 1 think it beft not to allow my-
felf to kaugh at the faults, follies and infirmities of others,

Saturday night, April 7. This week I found myfelf fo far
gone, that it feemed to me, that I fhould never recover more.
Tet God of his mercy return unto me, and no more leave me
thus to fink and decay ! 1 know, O Lord, that without thy
help, 1 fhall fall innumerable times, notwithftanding all my
refolations; how often foever repeated..t 3

o Saturday 2

-
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Suturday might, April 14: 1 could pray more heartily this
night, for the forgivenels of my encmies, .than ever before.

Wednefday, May 1, forenoon. Laft night I came home,
after my melancholy parting from New-York.

I have always, in every different ftate of life, I have hither-
to been in, thought the troubles and difficulties of that flate,
to be greater than thofe of any other, that I propofed to be
in; and when I have altered with allurance of mending myfelf,
1 have flill thought the fame ; yea, that the difliculties of that
ftate, are greater than thofe of that I left laft. Lord, grant
that from hence I may learn to withdraw my thoughts, affec-
tions, defires and expeétations, intirely from the world, and
may fix them upon the heavenly flate ; where there is fulnefs
of joy ; where reigns heavenly, fweet, calm and delightful
love without alloy ; where there are continually the deareft
expreflions of this love : Where there is the enjoyment of the
perfons loved, without ever parting: Where thofe perfons,
who appear fo lovely in this world, will really be inexprefiibly
more lovely, and full of love to us. How fweetly will the
mutual lovers join together to fing the praifes of God and the
Lamb! How full will it fill us with joy to think, this enjoy-
ment, -thefe fweet exercifes, will never ceale or come to an
end, but will laft to all eternity. i

Remember, after journeys, removes, overturnings and altera-
tions in the flate of my life, to refle&t and confider, whether
therein I have managed the beft way poflible, refpeéiing my
foul ? ‘And before {uch alterations, if-forefeen, to refolve how
to att.

Thurfday, May 2. 1 think it a very good way to examine
dreams every morning when I awake, what are the nature,
circumftances, principles and ends of my imaginary aftions
and paffions in them, to difcern what are my chief inclina-
tions, &c.

Saturday night, May 4. Although I have in fome meafure
fubdued a difpofition to chide and fret, yet I find a certan in-
clination, which is not agreeable to chriftian fweetnefs of
temper and, converfation : either by too much dogmaticalnefs,
too much of the egotifm ; a difpofition to be telling of my
own diflike and fcorn; and freedom from thafe thar are in-
nocent, yea common infirmities of men ; and many other fuch
like things. O that God would help me to difcern all the
flaws and defefls of “my temper and converfation, and help

me”

3
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me in the difficult work of amending them : And that he would
ﬁ}l me fo full ofchriﬁianity, that the foundation of all thefe
difagreeable irregularities may be deftroyed, and the contrary
fweetnefles and beauties may of themfelves naturally follow.

Sabbathday, May s, in the morning. This day made the

th refolution. \

Sabbathday, May 12. 1 think I find in my heart to be glad
from the hopesT have that my eternity is to be fpent in fpiritual
and holy joys, arifing from the manifeftation of God’s love,
and the exercife of holinefs and a burning love to him.

Saturday night, May 18. 1 now plainly perceive what great
obligations I am under to love and honour my parents. I have
great reafon to believe, that their counfel and education have
been my making : notwithftanding, in the time of it, it feem-
ed todo me o little good. I have good reafon to hope that
their prayers for me, have been in many things very powerful
and prevalent; that God has in many things, tzken me under
his care and guidance, provifion and direftion, in anfwer to
their prayers for me. I was never made fo fenfible of it as
oW

Wednefday, May 22, inthe morning. Memorandum. To take
{pecial care of thefe following things ; evil fpezking, freuting,
cating, drinking and {leeping, fpeaking fimple verity, join-
ing in prayer, flightinefs in fecret prayer, liftlefnefs and negli-
gence, and thoughts that cherith fin. .
* Saturday, May 25, in the morning. As I was this morning
reading the feventeenth refolution, it was fuggefied to me,
that if I was now to die, I fhould wifh that I had prayed more
that God would make me know my ftate, whether it be good
or bad ; and that I had taken more pains to fee and narrowly
fearch into this. matter.  Wherefore, Mem. For the future
moft nicely and diligently tolook into our old divines opinions
concerning converfion. Made the forty-eighth refolution.

‘Friday, Fune 1, afternoon. I have abundant caufe, O my
merciful father, to love thee ardently, and greatly to blefs
and praife thee, that thou haft heard me in my earheft requeft,
and haft fo anfwered my prayer for mercy to keep from decay
and finking. O, gracioufly, of thy mere goodnefs, {till con-
tinue to pity my miléry, by reafon of my finfulnefs. O my
dear Redeemer, I commit myfelf, together with my prayer
wnd thankfgiving info thine hand.

Monday,
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Monday, Fuly 1. Again confirmed by experience of the
happy effefts of firiét temperance, with refpett both to body
and mind. Refolved for the future to obferve rather more of
meeknefs, moderation and temper in difputes.

Thurfday, Fuly 18, near fun-fet. Reflolved to endeaver to
make fure of that fign the apoflle james gives of a perfett
man, Jam.'iii. 2. “ If any man offer:d not in word, the fame
* is a perfeét man, and able alfo to bridle the whole body.”

Monday, Fuly 22. 1 {ee there is danger of my being drawn
into tranfgreflion by the power of fuch temptations as a fear
of feeming uncivil, and of offending friends. Watch againft it,

Tuz/day, Fuly 23. When 1 find thofe groanings which
cannot be uttered, the Apoftle fpeaks of ; and thofe foul-break-
ings, for the longing it hath, the Plalmilt {peaks of, (Pfal. cxix.
20.) to humour and promote them to the utmolt of my power,
and be not weary of earpeftly endeavouring to vent my de-
fires.

To count it all joy when I have occafion of great felf-denial,
becaufe then 1 bave a glorious opportunity of giving deadly
wounds to the body of fin, and greatly coufirming and efiab-
lilbing the new nature : To feek o mortify fin, and increafe
in holinels: thefe are the beft opportunities, according to
January 14. /

To improve afflitions of all kinds as bleffed opportunities
of forcibly bearing on in my chriftian courfe, notwithftanding
that which is fo very apt to difcourage me, and to damp the
vigour of my mind, and to make me lifelels : Alfo as oppor-
tunities of trufling and confiding in God, and getting a habit
of that, according to the 57th refolution.  And as an oppor-
tunity of rending my heart off from the world, and fetting it
upon Heaven alone. To improve them as opportunities to
repent of, and bewail my fin, and abhor myfelf. And asa
bleffed opportunity to excrcife patience ; to truft in God, and
divert my mind from the affli€tion, by fixing myfelf in relige
ous exercifes. Alfo, let me comfort myfelf, that it is the very
nature of afflitions to make the heart better ; and if 1 am
made better by them, what need I be concerned, however
grievous they {eem for the prefent ? : _

Friday afternoon, Fuly 6. To be particularly careful to
keep up inviolable a truft and reliance, cafe and entire 1eft in
God in all conditions, according to 57th refolution ; for this

1 have found to be wonderfully advantageous to me.
Monday,
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Monday, Fuly 29. When I am concerned how I fhall

perform any thing to public acceptance, to be very careful
that I'have it very clear to me, that 1 do what 1s duty and
rudence in the matter.

Wednefday, Fuly 31. Never in the lealt to feek to hear far-
caltical relations of others faults. Never to give credit to any
thing faid againft athers, except there is very plain reafon for
it; nor to behavein any refpeét the otherwife for it.

Wednefday, Auguft 7. To eflecra as fome advantage that
the duties of religion are difficult, and that many difficulties
are fome times to be gone through in the way of duty. Re-
ligion is the fweeter, and what is gained by labour, 1s abun-
dantly more precious: As a woman loves her child the better
for having brought it fourth with travail. And even to Chrifk
iIefus himfelf, his mediatorial glory, his viétory and triumph,

is kingdom which he hath obtained ; how much more glori-
ous is 1t, how much more excellent and precious, for his
having wrought it out by fuch agonies!

Friday, Auguft 9. One thing that may be a good help to-
wards thinking profitably in time of vacation is, when I light
on a profitable thought, that I can fix my mind on, to follow
it as far as poffibly I can to advantage. '
~ Sabbathday, after meeting, Auguft 11. Refolved always to
do that which I fhall wifh I had done, when I fee others doit.
‘As for inftance, fometimes I argue with myfelf, that fuch an
aft of good nature, kindnefs, forbearance, or forgivenefs, &c.
is not my duty, becaufe it will have fuch and fuch confe-
quences: yet, when I feeothers doit, then it appears amiable
tome, and I with I had doneit; and I fee that none of thofe
feared inconveniences follow.

Tuefday, Augufl 13. 1 find it would be very much to ad-
vantage, to be thoroughly acquainted with the fcriptures.
‘When I am reading doétrinal books, or books of controverfy,
1 can proceed with abundantly more confidence ; can fee up-
on what feoting and foundation 1 ftand.

Thur[day, Auguft 29. The obje&ion my corruptions make
againit doing whatever my hands find to do with my might is,
that it is a conftant mortification. Let this objetion by no
means ever prevail. ;

Monday, September 2. There is much folly, when I am quite
furel amin the right, and others are pofitive in contradifting
me, to enter into a vehement or long debate upon it.

Monday,
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Monday, September 23. I obferve that old men feldom have
any advantage of new difcoveries ; becaufe they are befide a
way of thinking, they have been {o long ufed to. Refolved,
ifever I live to years, that T will be impartial to hear the rea-
fons of all pretended difcoveries, and receive them if rational,
how long fgcver I have been ufed to another way of thinking.

Thurfday, O&ober 18. To follow the example of Mr. B—
who, though he meets with great difliculties, yet undertakes
them with a finiling countenance, as though he thought them
but little ; and fpeaks of them as if they were very {mall.

Thurfday, November 26. It is a moft evil and pernicious
practice in meditations on affli&ions, to fit ruminating on the
aggravations of the afflition, and reckoning up the evil, dark
circumftances thereof, and dwelling long on the dark fide ; it
doubles and trebles the afli&ion. And fo when fpeaking of
them to others, to make them as bad as we can, and ute our
eloguence to fet forth our own troubles, and are all the while
making new trouble, and feeding and pampering the old;
whereas the contrary practice would ftarve our afflictions. it
we dwelt on the light fide of things in our thoughts, and ex-
tenuated them all that poflibly we could, when fpeaking of them,
we {hould think little of them ourfelves ; and the afli&ion would-
really, in a great meafure, vanith away.

Thur[day night, December 12. If at any time I am forced.
to tell others of that wherein 1 think they are fomething to
blame ; for the avoiding the important evil, that would other-
wife enfue, not to tell it to them, {o that theve thall be 2
probability of their taking it as the cffeét of little, fretting,
angry emotions of mind.

December 31, at night.  Concluded never to fuffer nor ex-
prefs any angry emotions of mind more or lefs, except the
honor of God calls forit, in zeal for him, or to preferve myfelf
from being trampled on.

Wednefday, Fanuerydx, 1723—4

OT to fpend too much time in thinking even of impor-

tant and ncceflary worldly bufinefs. Lo allow every
thing it’s proportion of thought, according to it’s urgency and
importance. ; ;

I Fr z'dz_z}!,'
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Friday, Fanuary 10. (After having wrote confiderable in
a thort_hand, which he ufed when he would have what he
wrote effeCtually concealed from every body but himfelf, he
notes the following words in round hand) i’(emcmber to a&t
according to Prov. xii. 23. “ A prudent man concealeth know-

“ lege.”

A%onday, February 3. Let every thing have the value now,
that it will have on a fick bed : and” frequently in my purfuits
of whatever kind, let this come into my mind ; “ How much
« fhall I value this on my death bed ?*’

Wednefday, February 5. Have not in time paft in my prayers,
enough infifted upon the glorifying God in the world, and the
advancement of the kingdom of Chrift, the profperity of the
church, and the good of men.  Determined that this objection
is without weight, viz. That it is not likely that God will make
great alterations in the whole world, and overturnings in king-
doms and nations, only for the prayers of one obfcure- perfon,
feeing fuch things ufed to be done in anfwer to the united, ear~
ne't prayers of the whole church : and if my prayers fhould
have fome influence, it would be but imperceptible and finall.

- Thurfday, February 6. More convinced than ever of the
ufefulnefs of a free religious converfation. I find by converf-
ing on natural philofophy, I gain knowlege abundance fafter,
and fee the reafons of things much clearer, than in private
ftudy. Wherefore earneftly to feek at all times for religious
converfation ; for thofe that 1 can with profit and delight and
freedom fo converfe with.

. Sabbathday, February 23. If T a& according to my refo-
lution, I fhall defire riches no otherwife than as they are help-
ful to religion. But this I determine, as what is really evident
from many parts of fcripture, that to fallen man they have a
greater tendency to hurt religion.

Saturday, May 23. How it comes about I know not; but
I have remarked it hitherto, that at thofe times when I have
read the feripture moft, I have evermore been moft lively, and
in the beft frames.

Saturday might, Fune 6. This week has been a remarka-
ble week with me with refpe&t to” defpondencies, fears, per-
plexities, multitudes of cares and diftrattion of mind ; being
the week I came hither to New-Haven, in order to entrance
upon the office of tutor of the college. I have now abundant
veafon to be convinced of the troublefomenefs and vexation of
the world, and that it never will be another kind of world.

Tuefday,
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Tuefday, Fuly 7. When I am giving the Relation of a
thing, to abftain from altering ecither in the matter or manner
of fpeaking, fo much, as that if every one afterward fhould
altar as much, it would at lalt come to be properly falfe.

Tuefday, September 2. By a {paringnefs in diet, and eating,
as much as may be, what is light and eafy of digeftion, I {hall
doubtlefs be able to think 'clearer, and fhall gain time. x{.’t.
By lengthening out my life. 2dly. fhall need lefs time for di:
geftion after meals.  3dly. fhall be able to ﬁu(xi‘y clofer without
wrong to my health. 4thly. fhall need lefs time to flecp.
sthly. fhall feldomer be troubled with the head-ach.

Sabbathday, November 22. Confid # ng that by-flanders
always efpy fome faults which we do not fee ourfelves, or at
leaft are not {o fully fenfible of : there are many fecret workings
of corruption which efcape our fight, and others only are fen-
{ible of : Refolved theretfore, that I will, if T can by any con-
venient means, learn what faults others find in me, or what
things they fee in me, that appear any way blame-worthy, un-
lovely or unbecoming.

SEcT1oO0 NIl
RervecrTioNonie foregoing EX TRAC TS,

THE foregoing extrals were wrote by Mr. Edwards in
the 20th and 21t years of his age, as appears by the dates.
Thisbeing kept in mind, the judicious reader will make pro-
per allowance for fome things, which may appear a little juven-
ile, or like a young chriftian, as to the matter, or manner of
expreflion ; which would not have been found, had it not
have been done in early life.  'Which, indeed are no blemifhes,
the whole being taken together : as by this, it appears more
natural, and the ftrength of his refolution, and fervor of mind :
and h‘fsv{ki}l and difcerning in divine things, fo feldom foum‘i
even in old age, are the more ftriking. And in this view, we
fhall be led to admire his confCientious ftrickncfs, his zeal and
painfulnefs, his experience and judgiment in truc.religion, at fo
carly ariage.  For here are not only tize: moft convincing evi-
dences of fincerity and thorough religion, of . his engaging? in a
life devoted to GOD in good carneft, fo a3 to make religion

his
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his only bufinefs ; but through his great attention to thismatter,
he "ilppears to have the judgment and experience of grey hairs.
- This is the beginning of a life:fé eminently holy :im{ ufeful
as Mr. Edwards’s was.  He who became one of the greateft
divines in this age ; ‘has had the applaufe and admiration of
America, Britain, Holland, and Germany, for his piety, and
great judgment and fkill in divinity ; and has been honored
above molt others in the chriftian world, in this <entury ; in
his being made the inftrument of doing-fo much good : He be-
gan his life thus : : He entered on a public life with fuch views,
fuch exercifes, fuch refolutions. :

This may ferve 75 a direftion and excitement to thofe who
are young, to devote themfelves to GOD in good earneft, and
enter on the bufinefs of firi& and thorough religion without
delay : efpecially thofe who are looking towards the work of
the miniftry, as they would take the moft direét, the only
way to anfwer the good ends which they profefs to feck.

It is to be lamented, that there is fo much reafon to think,
there are fo few inftances of fuch early piety in our day. If
the proteftant world abounded with young pérl{ms of this ftamp ;
with young men, who are pre aring for the work of the mini-
ftry, with fach a temiper, fucﬁ: exercifes, and fuch refolutions,
what a delightful profpet would this afford, of the near ap-
proach of happier days,ghan the churchof. GOD has ever yet
fcen | What pleafing hopes that the great, the merciful head
of the church, was-about to fend forth labourers, faithful, fuc-
cefsful labourers into his harveft 3 and blefs his people with
 Paftgrs which fhall feed them with knowlege and undes-
9 !’canging P ' y

But if ‘our youth neglect all preper improvement of the
mind ; are fhy of ferioufnefs and ftrict piety ; choofe to live
ftrangers to it, and keep at a diftance from all appearance of
it j~are wanton, and given to carnal picafures ; whata gloomy
profpe& does this afford ! Ifthey who enter into the work of -
the miniftry’; from'a gay, carelefs, and what may jultly be called
a vicious life,” betake themfelves to a'little fuperficial ftudy of
divinity, and foon begin to preach ; while all the external feri-

-otfnefs and zeal they put op, is only from worldly motives ;
they being without any inward, experimental acquaintance with
fpiritual, "divine things, and even fo much as any tafte for true
divinity ; no “wonder if the - churches ¢ fuck dry breails ;"
and there are 'many ignorant watchmen. :

But, as the beft comment on the foregoing refolutions and
diary 3 and‘that the reader may have a more particular, gull

an
<
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and inftru&ive view of Mr. Edwards’s entrance on a religious
life, and progrefs in it, as confifting in the views and exerci.fcs
of his mind; a brief account thercof is here inferted, which’
was found among his papers, in his own hand-writing : zm_d
which, it feems, was wrote near twenty years after, for his
own private advaritage. :

SEcT1o0N 1IV.

An Account of his CONVERSION, EXPERIENCES, and RE-
Lic1ous EXERCICES, guwen by himfelf.
X /

I Had a variety of concerns and exercifes about my foul from
my childhood ; but had two more remarkable feafons of
awakening, before I met with that change, by which I was
brought tovhole new difpofitions, and that new fenfe of things,
that I have fince bad. The firft time was when I wasa boy,
fome years before I went to college, at a time of remarkable
awakening in my father’s congregaiion. I was then very much
affetied for many months, and concerned about the things of
religion, and my foul’s falvation ; and was abundant in duties.
I ufed to pray five times a day in fecret, and to fpend much
time in religious talk with other boys ; and ufed to meet with
them to pray together. I experienced I know not what kind
of delight in religion. My mind was much engaged in 1t, and
had much felf-righteous pleafure ; and it was my delight to
abound in religious duties. I, with fome of my fchool-mates, |
joined together and built a booth in a fwamp, 1n a very fecret
and retired place, for a place of prayer, And befides, I bad
particular fecret places of my own in the woods, where I ufed
to retire by myfelf; and ufed to be from time to time much af-
fetted. My affeétions feemed to be lively and eafily moved,
and I feemed to be in my element, when engaged in religious
duties. And I am ready to think, many are deceived with
fuch affettions, and fuch a kind of delight, as I then had in re-
ligion, and miftake it for grace.

Butin procefs of time, my conviftions and affeftions wore
off; and I entirely loft all thofe affetions and delights, and left
off fecret prayer, at leaft as to any conftant performance of it ;
and returned like a dog to his vomit, and went on in ways of
fin, Indeed,
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Indeed, I was at fome times very uneafy, efpecially towards
‘the latter part of the time of my being at college. "Till it pleafed
God, in my laft year at college, at a time when I was in the
midft-of many uneafy thoughts about the flate of my foul, to
feize me with a plunify ; in which he brought me nigh to the
grave, and fhook me over the pit of hell.

But yet, it was not long after my recovery, before I fell
again into my old ways of fin. But God would not fuffer me
to go on with any quietnefs ; but I had great and violent in-
ward ftraggles : "Till after many conflifls with wicked inclina-
tions, and repeated refolutions, and bonds that I'laid myfelf
under by a kind of vows to God, I was broughe wholly to
break off all former wicked ways, and all ways of known out-
ward {in ; ‘and to apply myfelf o' feek my falvation, and prac-
tife the duties of religion : But without thag kind of affettion
and delight, that I'had formely experienced.” My concern
niow wrought more by inward ftruggles and confliéis, and felf-
reflettions. I made fecking my falvation the main Bufinefs of
my life. But yet it feems to me, I fought after a miferable
manner: Which has made me fome fimes fipCe to queflion,
whether ever it iflued in that which was faving ; being ready
to doubt, whether fuch miferable feeking was ever fucceeded.
But yet I was brought to feek falvation, in a manner that I ne-
ver was before. 1 felt a fpint to part with all things in the
world, for an intereft in Chrift. My concern continued and
prevailed, with many exercifing thou’ghts and inward flruggles ;
but yet it never feemed to be proper to exprels my concern
that I had, by the name of terror. ’

From my childhood up, my mind had been wont to be full
of obje&ions aga“mﬁ the dotirine of God’s fovereignty, in choo-
fing whom he would to eternal life, and rejeéting whom he
pleafed; leaving them eternally to perith, and be everlafltingly
tormented in hell. It ufed to appear like a horrible doéirine
to me. ButI remember the time very well, when I feemed
to be convinced, and fully fatisfied, as to this fovereignty of
God, and his juflice in thus eternally difpofing of men, accor-
ding to his fovereign pleafure. But never could give an ac-
count, how, or by what ineans, I was thus convinced ;. not in
the lealt imaginimg, in the time of it, nor a long time after,
that there was any extraordinary influence of God’s {pirit in
it : but only that now I faw further, and my rcalon appre-
hended the juftice and reafonablenefs of it.  However, my

\ - mind

0
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mind refled in it ; and it put an end to all thofe cavils and ob-
jeétions, that bad until then abode with me, all the preceding
part of my life.  And there has been a wonderful alteration in
my mind, with refpeét to the dottrine of God’s fovereignty,
from that day to this; fo that I {carce ever have found fo much
as the rifing of an objettion againit God’s {overeignty, in the
moft ablolute fenfe, in thewing mercy to whom he will thew
mercy, and hardening and eternally damning whom he will.
God's abfolute fovereignty, and juftice, with refpett to falva-
tion and damnation, is what my mind feems to reft aflured of,
as much as of any thing that I fee with my eyes ; at leaft it is
fo at times. But I have often times {ince that firft conviétion,
had quite another kind of fenfe of God’s fovereignty, than I
had then. I have often fince, not only had a convittion, but
a delightful convibtion. The doftrine of God’s fovereignty:
has very often appeared, an exceeding pleafant, bright and
{weet dofirine to me: and abfolate fovereignty is what I love
to aferibe to God. But my firft convittion was not with
this.

The firft that I remember that ever I found any thing of
that fort of inward, fweet delight in God and divine things,
that [ have lived much in fince, was on reading thofe words,
1 Tim. 1. 17. “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invifi-
“ ble, the only wile God, be honor and glory for ever and
¢ ever, Amen.” As I read the words, there came into my
foul, and was as it were diffufed through it, a fenfe of the glory
of the Divine Being; a new {enfe, quite different from any
thing I ever experienced before. Never any words of ferip-
ture feemed to me as thefe words did. I thought with myfelf,
how excellent a Being that was; and how happy I fhould be,
if I might enjoy that God, and be wrapt upto God in Heaven,
and be asit were fwallowed up in Him. = 1 kept faying, and as
it were {inging over thele words of [eripture to mylelf; and
went to prayer, to pray to God that I might enjoy him; and
prayed in a manner quite different from what I ufed to do;;
with a new fort of affettion. But it never came into my
thought, that there was any thing fpiritual, orof a faving na-
tire in this. <

From about that -time, I began to have a new kind of ap-

~ prehenfions and ideas of Chrift, and the work of redemption,

- and . the glorious way of falvation by him. 1 had an inward,

Adweet fenfe of thefe things, that at times came into my heart;
and
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and my foul was led away in pleafant views and contemplations
of them. And my mind was greatly engaged, to fpend my
time in reading and meditating on Chrifl ; and the beauty and
excellency of his perfon, and the lovely way of falvation, by
frec grace in him. I found no books fo delighiful to me; as
thofe that treated of thefe fubjeéts. Thofe words, Cant. ii. 1.
ufed to be abundantly with me : * I am the rofe of Sharon,
* the lilly of the valleys.” The words feemed to me, fweetly
to reprefent, the lovelinefs and beauty of Jefus Chrift. And
the whole book of Canticles ufed to be pleafant to me ; and I
ufed to be much in reading it, about that time. And found,
from time to time, an inward {weetnefs, that ufed, as it were,
to carry me away in my contemplations; in what I know not
how to exprels otherwile, than by a calm, fweet abftrattion of
foul from all the concerns of this world ; and a kind of vifion,
or fixed ideas and imaginations, or being alone in the moun-
tains, or fome folitary wildernefs, fat from all mankind, fweet-
ly converfing with Chrift, and wrapt and fwallowed up in God.
The fenfe I had of divine things, would often of a fudden as
it were, kindle up a {weet burning in my heart; an ardor of
my foul, that ITknow not how to exprefs.

Not long after 1 firft began to experience thele things, I gave
an account to my father, of fome things that had pafled in my
mind. I was pretty much affeéted by the difcourfe we had to-
gether.  And when the difcourfe was ended, I walked abroad
alone, in a folitary place in my father’s pafiure, for contempla-
tion. Andas I was walking there, and looked up on the tky
and clouds ; there came into my mind, a fiveet fenfe of the glo~
rious majefty and grace of God, that I know not how to ex-
prefs. I feemed to fee them both ina fweet conjunélion: ma-
jefty and meeknefs joined together : it was a fweet and gentle,
and holy Majefty ; and alfo a majeflic mecknefs; an awfuk
fweetnefls; a high, and great, and holy gentlenefs.

After this my fenfe of divine things gradually increafed, and
became more and more lively, and had more of that inward
fweetnefs. 'The appearance of every thing was altered : there
feemed to be, as it were, a calm, fweet caft, or appearance of
divine glory, in almoft every thing. God’s excellency, his
wifdom, his purity and love, feemed to appear in every thing;
in the {un, moon and ftars ; in the clouds, and blue tky ; in the
grafs, flowers, trees ; in the water, and all nature; which ufed
greatly to fix my mind. I often ufed to fit'and view the r?oon,'

or.

L
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for a long time ; and fo in the . day time, fpénf much time in
wviewin&the clouds and fky, to behold the fweet gloryof God ‘in
thefe things : in the mean time, finging forth with a low voice,
my contemplations of the creator and redecmer.. 'And fcarce
any thing, amoeng all thé works of nature, was fo fweet td me
as thunder and lightning. Formerly, nothing had ‘been {o terri-
ble to me.! 1 ufed to be a perfon uncommonly terrified with
thonder: and it ufed to firike:me with terror, when I faw athun-
der-ftorm rifing, But now, ou the contrary, it rejoiced me.
1 felt God at the firft appearance of a thunder-florm. And
ufed to' take the opportunity at fuch times, to. fix mylelf to
view the ¢louds, and fee the lightnings play, and hear the ma-
jeftic and awful voice of God's thunder : which often times
‘was exceeding entertaining, leading me to fweet contemplations
of my great and glorious God. 'And while.1' viewed, uvfed
to fpend my time, as it always feemed natural to me, to fing
or chant forth my meditations; to:fpcak my thoughts in' foli-
loquies, and fpeak with a finging voice. vl

I felt then a great fatisfaltion as to my good eflate. But
that did not content me.” 1 had vehement longings of foul
after God and Chrift, and after more holinefs ; wherewith
my heart feemed to be full, and ready to break : which often
brought to my mind, the words of the Pfalmift, Pfal. cxix.
28. * My fonl breaketh for the longing it hath.” I often felt
a mourning and lamenting in my heart, that 1 had not turned
to God foouer, that I might have had more time to grow in
grace. My mind was greatly fixed on divine things ; I was
almoft perpetually in the contemplation of “them.  Spent
moft of my tire in thinking of divine things, year after year.
And ufed to {pend abnndance of my time, in walking alone
in the woods, and folitary places, for meditation, foliloquy
and prayer, and converfe with God.  And it was always my
manner, at fuch times, to fing forth my contemplations. And
was almoft conftandly in ejaculatory prayer, wherever 1 was.
Prayer, feemed to be natural to me ; as the breath, by which
the inward burnings of my heart had vent. 14

The detights which I now felt in things of: religion, were
of an exceeding different kind; from thafe : forementioned,
that I had when I was a bpy. They were totally of another
kind ; and what I then had ‘110 move notion-or ddea of, than
one born blind has of pleafunt and beamiful calours.  They
were of a more inward, pure, fonl:animaiiigzand: refrelbing
G nature,
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pature. Thofe former delights, never reached the heart ;
and did not arife from any fight.of the divine “excellency of
the things of God ; or any tafle of the foul-farisfying, and
fife-giving good, there 1s in them.

My fenfe' of divige things feemed gladually to increafe,
until L went to preach at New-York ; which was about a year
and a half afier they began. ‘While 1 was there, I felt them,
very fenfibly, in a rmuch higher degree, than 1 had done be-
fore. My longings after God and holinefs,- were muchin-
creafed. Pure and humble, holy and heavenly chiifhanity,
appeared excecding amiable to me. I felt in me-a burning
defire to be in every thing a compleat chrifiian ; end conform-
ed to the bleffed image of Chrift : and that T might live inall
things, according to the pure, {weet and bleffed rules of the
gofpel. I had an eager thirdting after progrefs in thefe things.
My longings. after it, put me upon purfuing and prefling after
them. It was my continual flrife day and night, ‘and conftant
inquiry, how I fhould be more holy, and live more hohly, and
more becoming a child of Ged, and difeiple of Chnft. 1
fought an encreale of grace and holinefs, and that I might
live an holy life, with vafll y more eameﬂnefs than ever 1
fought grace, before I had it. I ufed to be commua”y examin-
ing myfelf, and fludying and contriving for likely ways and
meapns, how I fhould live holily, with far greater dxlwencc
and earneftnefs, than ever 1 purfued any. thing in my TNife :
Butwith too great a dependgnce on my own firength ; which
afterwards proved a great damage to me. My expericnce had
not then taught me, as it has done fince, my extreme feeble-
nefs and impotence, every manner of way ; and the innumera-
ble and bottomlefls depths of fecret corruption and deceit, that
there was in my heast. However, T went on- wnh my eager
purfuit after more holinefs ; and fweet conformny to Chrift.

The Heaven I defired was a Heaven of holinefs ;%to be with
God, and to fpend my eternity in divine love, and holy com-
munion with Chrift. My mind was very much taken up with
contemplations on Heaven, and the enjoyments of thofe there;
and living there in perfeft holmefs humility and love. And
it ufed at that time to appear a great part of the happinefs of
Heaven, that there the faints could exprefs their love to Chrift.
It appeared to me a great clog and hindrance and burden to
me, that what I felt within, T could not exprefs to God, and
give vent to, as I defired. The inward ardor of my foul,

feemed

¥
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feemed to be hindered and pent up, and could not frécly {iamc
out as it woukd. I ufed often to'think, how" in'Hedven, this
fweet principle thould freely and fully vent and exprefs ifelf.
Heaven appeared tome exceeding delightfulas & world of love.
It appeared to me; that 'all happinels conlifted in'living in
pure; humble, ‘heavenly, divine love. \

I remember the thoughts' I ufed' then to” have of holinels.
I remember { then faid fometimes to myfelf; T do'cerainly
know that/I love holinefs,. fuch as the golpel preferibes. It
appeared to me, there was nothing in it but/what Wwas’ ravifh-
ingly lovely. :~ It appeared tome, t0 be the' higliéft beauty and
amiablenefs, above. all other beauties : that it was' o divine
beauty ;. far purer than any  thing here upon’ earthi'; and that
eve''y thing €lfé, was like mire, filth and defiléhdent, in- com~
parifon of 1t. = { ‘

* Holinefs; as I then wrote’down foneé of my cortemplatiois
onit, appeared to me to be of a fweet, ple:’xfant',‘-"clri@rmiﬁg.
ferene, calm nature. It feemed t6 the; it broughit aid inexprefii-
ble purity, brightnefs, peacefulnefs and ravifhment” to the
foul': and that it made the foul like :a field or garden of God,
with all manner of pleafant flowers ; that is all plealant, de-
lightful and undifturbed ;. enjoying a fweét: calm, and the
gently vivifying:beams of the fun. ' The' foul of ' true chirif-
tian, as I then wrote my meditations, appeared like“{uch a
little white flower,: as'we fee in' the fpring of the year; low
and humble on the ground; 'opening1t’s bofon, to réceive the
pleafant beams of the fun’s gloty'; rejolcing as it ‘were, in a
calm rapture ; diffufing around a fweet fragraricy ; faiiding
peacefully andrlovingly, in'the midft of othér flowers’ round
about ;- all in' like- manner opening their' bofoms, ‘to drink' i
the'light of the fun: {

There was no part of creature-holinefsj that:l then, and at
other times,: Had fo great.a fenfe of the lovelitiefs' of; as humiili=
ty, brokenhefs .of heart and poverty of fpirit ' and there twas
nothing:that b had' fuch a fpiriv to:Jong for. My héart. as it
were panted after this, to lie low before God, and in the duft ;
that I'might be nothing, ‘aitd that' God  niight be all ; that I
might become’as a little child. - ‘

While I. was there at New-York, I fometimes was much
affetted with refleions on my paft life, confidering how' late
it was, before I' began to be truly religious ;' and how wicked-
ly I had lived till then : and once fo as to weep abundandy;
and for a confiderable time togcther, On

e e
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. On Janvary, 12, .1722—3, ‘I made a’ folemn'dedicafion of
myfelf to God, and wrote it down; giving upmyfelf; and
all that Ihad to God ; to b for the future in 10 refpett my
own; to aftas one that had no right to himfelf, inany relpect.
And folemnly.vawed to take. God for my whole portion .and
felicity ; looking on nothing elfe as.any part of my happinefs,
nor aéiing-‘as af it were : and’his law {or the conflant rule of
iy obediencg 3| engaging to.fight with all. hy 'might, againft
the world, the flelh and the devil, to the end! of imy - life.
But have reafonto be infinitely. humbled, when I confider,
how much Ihave failed of anfwering my obligation,. - -~ i

I bad then abundance of fiweet religious couverfation in the
Family wherel dived, with - Mg: :John Smith, and.his pious
mother.; My heirt was. knit in effeélion to thafe, in.:whom
were appearances of true picty ; and I could bear the thoughts
of no other;companions, but fugh-as were ‘holy, and. the dif-
ciples af she blefled Jefus., © 1o o o0 o o0 banasos a0
il had ‘g;’eaci.lo}xgings fot: the . advancement rof - Chnit’s
Xkingdom in the warld:: . My fecret prayer vfed to be:in greaf
part taken up-in; praying -for itz If I heard the leaft :hint
of any. thivg that happened in.any part of the world, that ('ap+
peared to e, in fome refpett or other, to havela favorable
alpect o, the; intereft.of Clnift’s. kingdom, my : foul eagerly
catched.at,it 3, and 1t would mueh animate and refreth me,: - k
ufed to be-earneft to read publid néws-letters, mainly for that
end 5 vo fee if I .could not: find-{oine -news favorable to the
wtereft of religion inthe world. : o ezsad b isal

1 very frequently ufed to retire into a folitary place; on the
banks of Hudfon’s river, 4t fome diffance fromi. the, city, for
contemplation..on’ divine': things; and. fecret converfe: .with
God; and had many fweet hours there. Sometimes Mr:
Smith and L walked thete together,to converfe of the things
af God =5 and.our gotiverfation ufgd:much to tiin on the ads
vancement’ of; C'nri‘ﬁ’s‘,kingdom{‘;n the world, and the gloris
ous things that God would accomplith for his  church:in the
latter -dpydl ©c bo ) aiglsd wol - ¢ 4385

I bad then, andatother 1imés, the greateft: delight in the
holy fcriptures, of any book 'whatfoever. Oftentimes 1n
veading i¢, every word feéméd to'touch my heart.” I felt an
harmony between fomething in my- beart, and thofe f\'hfeet_all'nd
powerful words. I feemed often to fee fo much light, exhibit-
¢cd by every fentence, and -fuch 2 refrefhing ravifhing food

; v = connnunicated,
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communicated, thatI:could mot;get along in reading. bfed"
| ofieniimes to divell-long ‘on one imtencc, to fee .the wonders.
- contained in it ;' and yet almoflt cvery. ;cmcncc feemed to be

Hull, -of wonders,
Deame aw 2 ftom New- York 1, the momh of Apn] 1723,
and had a inoll bitter pdrting -with:Madam, Smith and. her fons
My heart| feemed-to-fink seithin me, atleaving the family d!ld
cityy: whiere Ihadenjoyed: {0 many fiveet and pleafent days. L
went fromy New-York | to Weathersfield by water. As I {ailed
awayy I kept fight of the: citylas long as 1 could ; and when L
was > dut of ightrobyit;i1t-would aﬁé& e much to look that
way witha kind oimelax‘choly nixed with fweetnefls.. . How-
cver, that nightafter: this forrowful patting, L was greatly coms
forted in God at Wellcheller, wheré we went afhore to lodge :
and had a pleafant.time-of it, all the voyage to Saybrook., ., Ie
was: fweet to me to think ofrht:*‘tmg dear chriftians 1n Heayveny
where 'we {hould:: never, part. more. (At -Saybrook -we ‘went
afhare tododge:on'Saturday,.and there kept Sabbath ;1 where L
had a fweet and refrefhing {cafon, walking alone in the fields. |

1o

- After L. came liome to Windfor, remained much in a like
{rame of my mind;..asI-had been in at New-Yoxk but onlv
{ome: times . felt my heart ready. to fink, with the thoughts ot
my friends at; New: York..- And my | refutfe and fupport was.in
contemp]auons on the heavenly flate ; as ] find in my diary of
May 1, 1723. It was my comfort to think of that ftate, where
there is fulnels, of j oy ; where reigns heavenly, fweet calm’
and;’ dehgattul love, thhout alloy’; where there are- commu-
ally the deareft expreffions of this love; where is the enjoy-
ment ‘of the perfonsloved, withsut e\rer‘ptartmg “where thefe’
perfons that appear fo lov e]v in this world, wdireaﬂy be'inex2
preflibly“more’ ]Ovely, and {ull of love to us. And-how fweetly
will' the mutual lovers join together to fing the praifes of God
and the Lamb ! 'How full will it fill us wnhjoy .to think, that
this enjoyment, thefe fweet exercifes w111 ‘never ceafe or come
to'an end ; but wlll laft toall eternity ! Wi

Continued much in_the fame fmme in the general, that I
had been in at '\’e\v-.Yorh, till I went to New-Haven, to live
there as tutor of the college : havm'r one fpecial feafon of un-
common [weetncls : parucularly Onee at Bolton, in a Journey
from Bofton, walking out alone in the fields. After I went ta

" New-
1
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New-Haven, I funk in religion'; 'my mind being diverted from
miy eager and violent' purfuits after holinefs; by fome aﬂ"axrs
that greatly perplexed and diflratted my mind.

In September, 1725, was taken ill at New-Haven ; and en-
déavaring to go home to Windfor, was fo ill at the Narth
Village, that 1 could go no further : where I lay fick tor dbout
a quar tc}‘oia year. " And in this ficknéfs, God ‘was plealed, to
vifit me agam with the fweet infludnces of his: dpirit.: My mmd
was greatly engaged there on divine, pleafant. comemplauon&,
and-longings of foul.: Fobferved that thofe who watched with
wie, would often” be looking out far the morning, and feemed
to'wath for it.  Which :brought to my mind-thofe words of
the Plalinift, which my {oul with fweetnefs made its: own lan-
giage. < My {oul waiterh for the' Lord, more than they that
& warch for the morning; I fay,  more than they that watch
% for‘the'morning.” And wher the light 'of the ma rnmg came,
4iid the Beattis of the fin eame in at thes winduws) 1t refrefhed
my foul from orle morning to another. It feemed tb me to bc .
{ome imuge of the fweathght of God’s glory.:

“ T remember, about that time, T uled'graatly to' long o the
eontverfion of fome that It tiis: concetnedwithy It {eemedetd
me, T could’ gladly’ Honor diem;, and with' délight be a ferVa’m to
{hem and'lie av their féet, xf‘tHey were bat triy holgh:

l But fome time after this, I was again greatly diverted i m;é
{and with\fome temporal concerns, that exceedingly 1ok’ up
my’ thoughts, grcatly to the woundmg of my {oul ;: and went
oq)through various exercd‘es, that it would'be Ledxous to’relate;,
thati, gave me much morc experience of my own heart, than
cver. 1 had: before.

S I.came to this town, [Northampton] I have often had
fwedt .complacency in:Ged;-in views of - bis_ glorionsg:pesfeéiis
ons; and the excellerieywof: Jefus Chrift.} -God has appeared to
me. a glarions and lovely Being, chiefly: on-the acccunt of his
holifils. The holinefs of Godhas alwaysappeared to methe moft
lovely of all his attributes. The doftrines of God’s ablolute
fovcrexgnty and free/grace, in fhewing mercy to whom'he would
fhew mercy ; and mar's abfblute ‘dependdrice ‘on the' operations
of God'stioly fpirit; have very often appearcd to me as fiveet
avd gloriéus db&rmes Thefe doftrines: have been mich my
dJm‘lt God's fovereiguty has ever appeared’ to me, as great
part
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part of his glory.” It has often been fweet to me to go to God,
and adore him as'a fovereign God, and afk fovercign mercy of
Him. :

1 have loved the doftrines of the gofpel: They have been
to my foul like green paftures. The " gofpel has feemed to'me
tobe the richeft treafure ; the treafure that I have moit delived
and longed that it might dwell richly in me. The way of fal-
vation by Chnft, bas appeared in a general way, glorious and
cxcellent, and moft plealunt and beautiful. It has often feem-
ed 10 me, that it would in a great meafure fpoil Heaven, to re-
ceive'it in any other way. “That text has often been affeéting
and delightful t0 me, Hal. xxxii. 2. * A man fhall be an hiding
-% place from the wind, and a covert from the tempeft,” &c.

1t has ofien appeared fweet to me, to be united to Chrift; to
liave Him for my head, and to be a member of his body : and
alfo to have Chnift for my teacher and ‘prophet. 1 very ofien
think with fweetnels and longings and pantings of foul, of be-
ing a little child, taking hold of Chrift, to ‘be led by Him thie
the wildernefs of this world. That text, Matt. xviii. at the
beginning, has often been {weet to me, “Except ye be con-
« verted, and become as hittle children, &c.” Ilove to think
of coming to Chrift, to receive falvation of him, peor in {pirit,
and quite empty of felf’; humbly exalting Him.alone; cut en-
tirely off from my own roet, and to grow into, and out of Chrift,
to have God in Chrift tobe all in all; and to hve by faith on
the Son of God, a life of humble, unfeigned confidence in
Him. That [cripture has often been fweet to 'me, Plali cxv.
1. *Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy ‘name
* give glory, forthy mercy, and for thy truth’s fake.”  And
thofe words of Chrift, Luke x/‘21. * In thathour Jefus rejoi-
¢ ced infpirit, andfaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Hea-
“ ven and earth, that thou haft hid thele things from the wife
“ and prudent, and haft revealed them unto babes: even fo
“ Father, for {o it feemed good in thy fight.” That Sovereign-
ty of God that Chrift rejoiced in, fecried to me to be worthy
to be rejoiced in ; and that rejoicing of Chrift, feemedto me to
thew the excellency of Chrift, and the pirit that he was of.

_Sometimes only mentioning a fingle word, caufes my heart
to burn'within me: or‘enly feeing the name of Chrif}, or the
name of fome attribute 6f God. Aud God has appeared glo-
rious 10 me, on account of the trinity. * It has made me Lavg
exalting thoughts ‘of ‘God, that ke fvbfifls in three perfouss
Father, Son, and Holy Gheft, ‘The
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The, fweete{i joys.and delights I have'experienced, have : not
been thofe that have arifen froma hope of my own good eflaie;
but in a direét view of the glorous things ot the gofrel
When 1 enjoy this {weetnefs, it feetss 0 carry me above; the
thoughts of my own fafe eftate. - It feems at fuch times,alofs
that I caunot bear, to take off my eye from the glorious, plea-
fant objett I bebold mthout me, totyrpmy.eye in upon myfelf
:and my own good eflate.

My heart has been much on the, adyancement of Chrift’s
kingdom in the world. ~ The- hlﬁoucs of the paft advancement
-of’ Chrift’s kmgdom have been fweet to me., When :] haye
read hiflories of paft ages, the pledfantcﬂ; thing in all my.read-
ing bas been, to read. ofthe ngdom of: Chrlﬂ being promoted,
And when 1 have expetied in my reading, tocome to any fuch
thing, 1 have lotted upon it all the way as T read. And my
mmd has been much; entertained 'and . delighted, with the
feripture  promifes and prophecres of -the future glorious; ad-
“vancement of Chrifl’s kingdom on earth.; 1. K

1. have fometimes.. had a {enfe of;he excel]ent fu]nefs of
Chyift, and his meetnefs and fmtablqnefg as.a Saviour;: where-
by he has appeared to,me, far above,all, the chief of ten thou-
fands. And his blood and atopement hesappeared {weet, and
_bis righicoufnefs fweet; which'is always +accompanied with
an ardency of fpirit, ‘and inward ftrugglings and breathings and
groanings, that cannot be uttered, to be emptied of myfelf, and
{wallowed up in Chrift. (

Once, as I rid outinto the woods for my health, Anno 1737 3

and having lit from my horfe in a retired;place, as my manner
commonly has been, to walk for. d;vme (contemplation and

.prayer 3 I had a view, that for me was extraordinary, of the
glory of the Son of God ;. as mediatSr between God and man;;
.and his wonderful great, full)pure and fweet grace and ]me,

2nd meek and gcnt]e condefcenfion. ‘This grace, that appeared
toine fo calm and fweet, appeared great above the Heavens.
The perfon of Chrift dppeared ineffubly excellent, .withjan ex-

. cellency great enovgh 1o {wallow up; all, thouoht and concepti-

on.. Which contmucd as near as I can ]udge about an hour;
which kept me, the greater partof tha time, in a flood of tears,
and weepmg aloud. I felt withal; an, ardency of: foul. 0 be,
what I know not otherwife how to exprels,,than  to be. emp-
tied and annihilated ; to ]xe in the duft,;and to be full of Chrift

~alone ; to love himwitha hol) and pme_lov ; to truft in him;

>

! F WL .‘.to-
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live upon him ; to ferveand follow hiin, and to be totally wrapt
up in the fulnefs of Chrilt; and to be perfefily fanétified and
made pure, with a divine and heavenly purity. I have feve-
ral other times, had views very much of the farhe nature, and-
that have had the fame effetts.

I have many times had a fenfe of the glory of the third per-
fon in the Trinity, in his office of fanétifier ; in his holy ope-
rations communicating divine light and life to the foul. God
in the communications of his holy Spirit, has appeared as an.
infinite fountain of divine glory and {weetnefs ; being full and
fufficient to fill and fatisfy the foul: pouring forth itfelf in
{weet communications, like'the fun in 1ts glory, fweetly and
pleafantly diffufing light and life.

I have fometimes had an affeéting fenfe of the excellency of
the word of God, as a word of life ; as the light of life ; a
fweet, excellent, life-giving word : accompanied with a thirft-
ing after that word, that 1t might dwell richly in iy heart.

I have often fince I lived -in this town, had very affeting
views of my own finfulnefs and vilenefls ; very frequently fo as
to hold me in a kind of loud weeping, fometimes for a confi-
derable time together : fo that I have often been forced to thut
myfelfup. 1 have had a vaflly greater {enfe of my own wick-
ednefs, and the badnefs of my heart, fince my converfion, than
ever I had before. It has often appeared to me, thatif God
thould mark iniquity againft me, I fhould appear the very worft
of all mankind; of all that have been fince the beginning of the
world to this time : and that I {hould have by far the lowelt
place in hell. When others that have come to talk with me
about their foul concerns, have exprefled the fenfe they have
had of their own wickednefs, by faying that it feemed to thera
that they were as bad asshe Devil himfelf ; I thought theic
expreflions feemed exceeding faint and feeble, to reprefent my
wickednefs. I thought I fhould wonder, that they fhould con-
tent themfelves with fuch expreflions as thele, if I had any rea-
fon to imagine, that their fin bore any proportion to mine. It
feemed to me, I fhould wonder at my felf, if I fliculd exprefs
my wickednefs in fuch feeble terms as they did.

My wickednefs, as I am in mylfelf, haslong appeared to me

- perlettly ineffable, and infinitely fwallowing up ail thought and

imagination ; like an infinite deluge, orinfinite mountains over

my head. I know not how to exprels better, what my {ins

appear to me to be, than by beaping infine upon inbinite, 2ud
: H multiplying
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multiplying infinite by infinite. I go about very often, for this
many  years, with thefe expreffions in my mind, and in my
mouth,  infinite upon infinite—infinite upon infinite ! 'When
1 look into my heast, and take a view of my wickednefs, it
looks like an abyfs infinitely deeper than hell.  And it appears
to me, that were it not for free grace, exalted and raifed up to
the infinite height of all the fulnefs and glory of the great JE-
HOVAH, and the arm of his power and grace ftretched forth,
in all the majefty of his power, and in all the glory of his fo-
vereignty ; I “fliould appear funk down in my fins infinitely
below hell itfelf, far beyond fight of every thing, but the pier-
cing eye of God’s grace, that can pierce even down to fuch a
depth; and to the bottom of fuch an abyfs.

And yet, I amnotin the leaft inclined to think, that I have
a greater conviction of fin than ordinary. It feems to me, my
convition of fin is exceeding fmall, and faint. It appears to
me enough to amaze me, that I have no more fenfe oi my f{in.
1 know certainly, that I have very litde fenfe of my finfulnefs.
That my fins appear to me fo great, do not fecm to me to be,
becaufe T have fo much more conviion of fin than other chri-
ftians, but becaufe I am fo much worfe, and have fo much more
wickednefs to be convinced of. When I have had thelc turns
of weeping and crying for my fins, I thought I knew in the
time of it, that my repentance was nothing to my fin.

I have greatly longed of late, for a broken heart, and to lie
low before God. And when I atk for humility of God, Ican
not bear the thoughts of being no more humble, than other
chriftians. It feems to me, that though their degrees of humi-
lity may be fuitable for them ; yet it would be a vile felf-exal-
tation in me, not to be the loweft in humility of all mankind.
Others fpeaking of their longing go be humbled to the duft.
Though that may be a proper expreflion for them, I always
think for myfelf, that I ought to be humbled down below hell.
1t is an expreflion that it has long been natural for me to ule
in prayer to God. I ought to lie infinitely low before God.

Itis affe@ing to me to think, how ignorant I was, when
1 was a young chriftian, of the bottomlefs, infinite depths of
wickednefs, pride, hypocrify and deceit Ieft in my heart.

I have vafﬂé a greater fenfe of my univerfal, exceedirg de-
pendence on God’s grace and ftrength, and meer good pleafure,
of late, than I ufed formerly to have ; and have experienced
more of an abhorrence of my own righteoufnefs. The thought
of any comfort or jog, arifing in me, on any confideration, -or

” refletion
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reflc@ion on my own amiablenefs, or any of my performances

or experiences, or any goodnefs of heart or life, is naufeous'and

deteftable to me.  And yet I am greatl‘y affliéted with a proud

and felf-righteous fpirit; much more enfibiy, than I ufed to

be formerly. I fee that ferpent rifing and putting forth it’s’
head, contipually, every where, all around me.

Though it feems to me, that in fome refpe@s I was a far
better chriftian, for two orthree years after my firft ccnverfion,
than I am now ; and lived ina more conftant delight and plea-
fure : yet of late years, I have had a more full and conftant fenfe
of the abfolute fovereignty of God, and a delight in that fove-
reignty ; and have had more ofa fenfe of the glory of Chrift,
as a mediator, as revealed in the gofpel.  On one Saturday
night in particular, kad a particular difcovery of the excellency
of the golfpel of Chrift, zbove all other doétrines ; fo that I could
not but fay to my felf ; « This is my chofen light, my chofen
“ do€rine:” and of Chrift, «“ This is my chofen prophet.”’ It
appeared to me to be fiveet beyond all expreflion, to follow Chrift,
and to be taught and enlightened and inftru&ed by him; to
learn of him, and live to him.

Another Saturday night, January 1738—q, had fuch a fenfe,
how fweet and bleffed a thing it was, to walk in the way of du-
ty, to do that which was right and meet to be done, and agreea~
ble to the holy mind of God ; that it caufed me to break forth
into a kind of a loud weeping, which held me fome time ; fo
that I was forced to fhut myfelf up, and faften the doors. I
could not butas it were cry out, * &ow happy are they which
“ do that which is right in the fight of GOII; ! "They are blef-
¢ fed indeed, they are the happy ones ! 1 had at the fame time,
a very affeCting fenfe, how meet and fuitable it was that God
fhould govern the world, and order all things according to his
own pleafure ; and I rejoiced in it, that God reigned, and that
his will was<one, p

PART
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Containing a Hiftory of his Life from his ENTERING on the
Work of the Miniftry, untohis DeaTHh,
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SecTtron L
His GENERAL MANNER of L1F&E.

MR. EpwaARDs made a fecret of his private devotion, and
therefore it cannot be particularly known : though there is
much evidence, that he was punctual, conftant and frequent in
fecret prayer, and often kept days of fafting and prayer in fecret ;.
and fet apart time for ferious, devout meditations on fpiritual
and eternal things, as part of his religious exercife in fecret. It
appears by -his diary that in his youth he determined to attend
fecret prayer more than twice a day, when circumitances would.
allow. ¢ was, {o far as it can be known, much on his knees’
in fecret, and in devout reading God’s word, and meditation,
upon it. And his conftant, folemn cenverfe with. God in thefe
exercifes of fecrét religion made his face, as it were, to fhine be-
fore others. Hisappearance, his countenance, words and whole
demeanor, (though without any thing of affe@ed grimace and
four aufterity) was attended with 2 ferioufnefs, gravity and fo-
femnity, which was the natural genuine indication and expref-
fion of a deep, abiding fenfe .of divine things on his mind, and
of his living conftantly in the fear of God. . .

Agreeable to his refolutions, he was very eareful and abfle-
mious in eating and drinking ; as doubtlefs it'was neceffary fo
great a fludent, and a perfon of fo delicate and tender a bodily
make as he was, fhould be, inorder to be comfortable 2ad ufe-
ful. 'When he had, by careful obfervation, found w'at kind,
and what quantity of diet, beft fuited his conftitution, and ren-
dered him moft fit to purfue his work, he was very finét and
exalt’'in complying with it; and in this refpe lived by rule;
and herein conftantly praftifed great felf-denial : Which he
alfo did in his couflant early rifing, in order to redcem tme
for his ftudy.  He ufed himfelf to rife by four or between four
and five in the morning.

Though
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p Though he was of a tender and delicate conflitution, yet few
fludents are capable of clofe application more hours in a day
than he.  He commeonly {pent thirteen hours every day in his’
fludy. His moft ufual diverfion in the fummer was riding on
horfeback and walking. = He would commonly, unlefs diverted
by company, ride.two or three miles after dinner to fome lone-
ly grove, where he would difmount and walk a while. - At
which times he generally carried his pen and ink with him, to
note any thought that fhould be fuggeftcd, which he chofe to
retain and purfue, as what promifed fome light on any impor-
tant fubje@t. In the winter he was wont almoft daily to take
an ax and chop wood. moderately for the fpace of half an hour
or more.

He bad an uncommon thirft for knowlege, in the purfuit of
which, he fpared no coft nor pains. He read all the books,
efpecially books of divinity, that he could come at, from which
he could hope to get any help in his purfuit of knowlege. And
in this, he confined not himfelf to authors of any particular
feét or"denomination ; yea took much pains to come at the
books 'of the moft noted writers, who advance a {cheme of divi-
nity moft contrary to his own principles. But he {fludied the
B1BLE more than all othe® books, and more than moit other
divines do. His uncommon acquaintance with the Bible ap-
pears in his fermons, and in moft of his publications : and his
great pains in ftudying it are manifeft in his manufcript notes
upon it; of which a more particular account may be given
hereafter. He took his religious principles from the Bible,
and not from any hurman fyflem or body of divinity. Though
his principles were Calviniflic, yet he called no man, father.
He thought and judged for himfelf, and was truly very much
of an original. This is evident by what he publifhed in his
life-time, and is yet more fo by his MSS. Many volumes of
which he has left; and the reader may expeét a more particu-
lar account of them in the fequel. For reading was not the
only method he took to improve his mind; but he did this
much by writing; without which, it is probable no fiudent
can make improvements to the beft advantage. Agreeable to
refolution 11th, he applied himfelf with all his might to
find out the truth: He fearched for underftanding and know-
lege, as for filver, and digged for it, as for hid treafures. = Eve-
Ty thought on any fubjeb%, which appeared to him worth pur-
fuing and preferving, he purfued, as far as he then couid, with

. his
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his pen. in his hand, Thus he was all his days, like the bufy
hee, colleéting from every opening flower, and ftoring up a ftock
of knowlege, which was indeed fweet to him, as the honey
and the honey-comb. And as he advanced in years and in
knowlege, his pen was more and more employed, and his ma-
nufcripts grew much fafler on his hands.

He was thought by fome, who had but a flight acquaintance
with him to be {H{l and unfociable; but this was owing to
want of better acquaintance. He was not a man of many
words indeed, and was fome-what referved among firangers,and
thofe on whofe candor and friendfhip he did know he could re-
ly. And this was probably owing to two things.  Firft, the
itriét guard he fet over his tongue from his youth, which ap-
pears by his refolutions, taking great care never to ufe it inany
way that might prove milchievous to any; never to fin with
kis tongue; or to improve it in idle, trivial and impertinent
talk, which generally makes up a great part of the converfa-
tion of thofe whoare full of words in all companies. He was
fenfible that in the multitude of words there wanteth not Sin :
and therefore refrained his lips, and habituated himfelf to think
before he fpoke, and to propofe fome good end even in all his
words ; which led him to be above many others, agreeable to
St. James’s edvice, flow to fpeak. Secondly, this was in part
the effeét of his bodily conftitution. He poflefled but a com-
parative fmall fock of animal life : his animal {pirits were low
and he had not {firength of Inngs to fpare, that would be ne-
ceffary in order to make him what would be called, an affable,
facecious gentleman, in all companies. They who have a great
flow of animal {pirits, and fo can {peak with more eafe and lefs
expence, may doubtlels lawfully prafice free converfation in
all companies for a lower end, (e. g. to pleafe and render them-
felves acceptable) than he, who has not fuch a ftock to expend
upon. It becomes Aim to referve what he has, for higher and
more. important fervice, Befides, the want of animal {pirits
lays a man under a nafyra/ inability to that freedom of con-
verfation, at all times, and in whatever company he is ; which

_thofe of more life naturally go into; and the greateft degree of
a fociable difpofition, humility and benevolence, will not re.
move this obftacle, — y
_ He was not forward to enter into any difpute among firan.
gers, and in companies where were perfons of different fenti~

ments; as he was fenfible that fuch difputes are generally un-
v profitable
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profitable, and often finful and of bad confequence; and he
thought he could difpute to the beft advantage with his pen in
his hand: Yet he was always free to give his fentiments on
any - fubjeft propofed to him; and remove any difficulties or
objettions offered by way of enquiry, as lying in the way of
what he looked upon to be the truth.  But how groundlefs the
iwputation of fiff and wunfociable was, his known and tried
triends beft knew. They alwas found him eafy of accefs, kind
and condefcending; and though not talkative, yet affeble
and free. Among fuch whofe candor and friendthip he had
experienced, he threw off the referve, and was moft open and
free; quite patient of contradiétion, while the utmoft oppofi-
tion was made to his fentiments, that could be by any plaufible
arguments or objetiions. And indeed, he was on all occafions
quite fociable and free withal, who had any fpecial bufinels
with him.

In his conduét in his family he praftifed that confcientious
exattnels which was perfpicuous 1n all his ways. He main-
tained a great efteem and regard for his amiable and excellent
confort. Much of the tender and kind was exprefled in his
converfation with herand conduét towards her.  He was wont
frequently to admit her into his ftudy, and converfe freely with
her on matters of religion. And he ufed commonly to pray
with her in his ftudy, at lealt once a day, unlefs {omething
extraordinary prevented. The time in which this ufed to be
commonly attended, was juft before going to bed, after prayers
i the family. As he rofe very early himfelf, Lhe was wont
to have his family up in feafon in the morning; after which,
before the family entered on the bufinefs of the day, he attend-
ed on family prayers. When a chapter in the Bible was read,
commonly by candle-light in the winter ; upon which he afked
his children queftions according to their age and capacity ; and
took occafion to explain fome paflages in it, or enforce any
duty recommended, &c. as he thought moft proper.

He was careful and thorough 1n the government of his
children; and, as a confequence of this, they reverenced,
efteemed and loved him. He took fpecial care to begin lis
government of them in feafon. When they firft dilcovered
any confiderable degree of will and ftubbornnefs, he would at-
tend to them till he had thoroughly fubdued them and brought
them to fubmit. And fuch prudent thorough difcipline, ex-
ercifed with the greatelt calmnefs, and commonly withour

ftriking
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ftriking a blow, being repeated once or. twice, was generally
fufficient for that child; and effe€tually eftablithed his parentél
authority, and produced a chearful obedience ever after.

He kept a watchful eye over his children, that he might ad-
monifh them of the fi7/l wrong flep, .and direét them in the
right way. He took opportunities to treat with them in his
fludy, fingly and particularly about their own foul’s concerns ;
and to give them warning, exhortation and direftion, as he
faw occafion. He took much pains to infiruét them in the
principles of religion ; in which he made ufe of the Affembly’s
Shorter Catechifm : not meerly by taking care that they learned
it by heart; but by leading them into an underftanding of the
dottrines therein taught, by afking them queftions on each an-
fwer, and explaining it to them. His ufual time to attend
this was on the evening before the fabbath. - And as he believ~
ed that the Sabbath or holy time began at fun-fet the evening
before the day, he ordered his family to finifh all their fecular
bufinels by that time or before; when they were all called to-
gether, and a pfalm was fung and prayer attended, as an intro-
du&ion to the fanétifying the Sabbath. This care and exa&-
nefs effeGually prevented that intruding on holy time, by at-
tending on fecular bufinefs, too common in families where the
evening before the Sabbath is pretended to be obferved.

He was a great enemy to young people’s unfeafonable com-
pany-keeping and frolicking, as he looked upon it a great means
of corrupting and ruining youth. And he thought the excnfe
many parents make for tolerating their children n it, (viz. that
it is the cuftom, and others children pra&tife it, which renders
it difficult, and even impoflible to reftraifi theirs) was infuffci-
ent and frivolous : and manifefted a great degree of {tupidity, on
fuppofition the practice was hurtful and pernicious to their fouls.
And when fome of his children grew up he found no difficulty
in reftraining them from this pernicious practice'; but they cheer-
fully complied with the will of their parents herein. He allow-
ed not his children to be frotp home after nine o’clock at night,
when they went abroad to fee their friends and companions.
Neither were they allowed to {it up much after that time, in his
own houfe, when any came to make them a vifit. . If any gen-
tleman defired acquaintance with his daughters; after hand{ome-
ly introducing himfelf, by properly confulting the parents, he
was allowed all proper opportunity for it; a room and fire if
needed : but mult not intrude on the proper hours of reft and
fleep, or the religion and order of the family. 2

-]
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. ‘Hehad a fri¢t and inviolable regard to juftice in all his deals
ings with his neighbours, and was very careful to provide for
things honeft in the fight of all ‘men; fo that fearcely a man
had apy dealings with him, that was ot conftious of his up-
rightuefs;  He appeared to have a facred regard to truth in his
words, both in promifes and narrations, agreeable to his refolu~
tions. This doubtlefs was one reafon why he was not fo full
of words as many are. . No man feared to rely on his veracity.

He was cautious in chufing his intimate friends, and there-
fore had not many that might properly be called fuch. But to
them he fhewed himfelf friendly ina peculiafmianner. He was
indeed a faithful friend, and able above moft others to keep a
{ecret.  'To them he difcovered himfelf niote than to others, led
them into his viewsand ends in his condu¢t in particular inftan-
¢es: by which they had abundant evidence that he well nader-
ftood human nature ; and that his general refervednefs, and ma-
ny particular inftances of his conduét, whic'h o f’crahger might
impute to ignorance of men, were really owing to his uncom-
mon knowlege of mankind.

His converfation with his friends was always favoty 2nd pro-
fitable ¢ In this he was remarkable, and almoft {ingular.—~He
was riot wont to fpend his time with them, in fcandal, evils
fpeaking and back-biting, or in foolifh jefting, idle chat, and
telling ftories : But his mouth was that of the juft, which bring-
eth forth wifdom, and his lips difperfed knowlege. His tongue
was ag the pen of a ready writer, whilehe converfed about 1m-
portant, heavenly, divine things, which his heart was fo full of}
in fuch a natural and free manner, as to be moft entertain-
ing and inftructive : {o that none of his friends could enjoy
his company without inftruction and profit, unlefs it was by
their own fault. : \

" His great benevolence to mankind difcovered itfelf, among
other ways, by the uncominon regard he thewed to liberality,
and charity to the poor and diftreficd. He was mugh in recom-
mending this, both in his public difcourfes and private conver-
fation.  He often declared it to be his opinion, that profefled
chriftians, in thefe days are greatly deficient in this duty ; ané.
much more {9, than in moft other parts of external chriltianity, -
He often obferved how much this is fpoken of, recommended
and encouraged in the holy feripture, efpecially in the New-
Teftament.  And it was his opinion, that every particular
church ought by frequent and liberal contributions, to maintain
2 public ftock, that might be ready for & poor and neceffitous

eol members
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members of that church : and that the priricipal bufirefs of dea-
cons is to take care of the poor in:the faithful and judicious
diftribution ard improvementof the church’s temporals, lodged
in their hands: And hesudid not content himfelf with only re-
commending charity to others, but practifed it much -himfelf :
Though, according te his mafter’s advice, he took great care
to conceal his deeds of charity ; by which means doubtlefs moft
of his alms-deeds will be unknown till the refurre&ion, which
if known, would prove him to be as great an inftance of charity
as any that can be produced in this age. This is not mere
conjefture, but is evident many ways, He was forward to
give on all public occafions of charity, ‘though when it could
properly be done, he always concealed the Elm given. And
fome inflances of his giving more privately have . accidentally
come to the knowlege of others, in which his liberality appear-
ed in a very extraordinary degree. One of the inftances was
_this.  Upen hearing that a poor obfcure man, whom he never
faw, or any of his kindred, was by an extraordinary bodily
diforder, brought to great firaits; he, unalked, gave a confi-
derable fum to a friend to be delivered to the diftrefled perfon ;
* having firft required a promife of him, that he would let nei.
ther the perfon, who was the objeét of his charity, nor any
one elfe know by whom it was given. This may ferve both as
.an inftance of his extraordinary charity, and of his great care
to conceal it, ¥ ; '
" .. Mr. Edwards had the moft univerfal charafler of a good
preacher of almoft any minifter in this age. There were but few
that heard him, who did not call him a good preacher, howe-

" . ver they might diflike his religious principles, and be much of-

fended at the fame truths when delivered by others: And moft
admired him above all that ever they heard. His eminency
as a preacher feems to be owingto the following things.

Firft, The great pains he took in compofing his fermons,
efpecially in the firft part of his life. As by his early rifing,
and conftant attention to his ftudy, he had more time than
motft others; fo he fpent more time in making his fermons.
He wrote moft of his fermons all out, for near twenty years
after he firft began to preach ; though he did not wholly con-
fine himfelf to his notes in his delivering them. :

7 Secondly,

* As both the giver, and the objet of his charity are dead, and |
all the ends of the propofed fecrecy are anfiered; it is thought not
inconfiftent with the above mentioned promife, to make known the |
fat, as itis here related,
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Secondly, His great acq uaintance with divinity, his ftudy
and knowlege of = the bible. His extenfive and univerfal
knowlege,and great clearnels of thought, enabled him to handle
every fubjeét with great judgment and propriety, and to bring
out of his treafury things new and old. Every fubje& he
handled was inftruétive, plain, entertaining and profitable ;
which was much owing to his being mafter of the {ubje€t, and
his great fkill to treat it in a2 moft natural, eafy, and profitable’
manner. None of his compofures were dry {peculations, or
unmeaning harangues, or words without ideas. When he
dwelt on thofe truths which are much controverted and op-
pofed by many, which was often the cafe, he would fet them
in {uch a natural and eafy light, and every fentiment from’
fiep to ftep, would drop from his lips, attended with fuch clear
and ftriking evidence, both from feripture and reafon, as even
to force the aflentof every attentive hearer.

Thirdly, His excellency as a preacher was very much the
effett of his great acquaintance with his own heart, his in-
ward {enfe and high relifh of divine trnths, and the high ex-
ercife of true, experimental religion. This gave him a great
infight into human nature : He knew what was in man, both
the faint and the finner. This helped him to {kill, to lay truth
before the mind, fo as not only to convince the judgment, but
touch the heart and confcience ; and enabled him to fpeak
out of the abundance of his heart, what he knew, “and teftify
what he had feen and felt.  This gave him a tafte and difcern-
ing, without which he could not have been able to fill his
fermons, as he did, with fuch ftriking, affefling fentiments,
all fuited to folemnize, move, and reltify the heart of the
hearer. His fermons were well connefled, not ufually long,
and commonly a large part taken up in the improvement ;
which was clofely conneéted with the fubje, and confifted
in fentiments naturally flowing from it.

But no defcription-of his fermons will give the reader the
idea of them which they have who fat under his preaching, or
have even read fome of his difcourfes which are in print.
There is a great number now in manufcript, which are pro-
bably as worthy the view of the public, and at leaft tend “as
much to inftruét and quicken chriftians, as moft that have
been publifhed.in this century.

His appearance in the defk was with a good grace, and his
delivery eafy, naturaland very folemn. He had not a firong,

loud
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loud voice ; but appeared with fuch gravity and folemnity,
and fpake with fuch diflin€inefs, clearnefs and precifion; his
words were fofull of ideas, fet in fuch a plain and ftriking
light, that few fpeakers have been fo able to demand the at-
tention of an audience as he, - His words often difcovered a
great degree of inward fervor, without much noife or exter-
nal emotion, and fell with great weight on theé minds of his
hearers, He made but little motion of his head ‘or hands in
the defk, but fpake fo as to. difcover the motion of his own
heart, which tended in the moft patural and effeétual manner
to move and affeft others,

As he wrote his fermens out at large for many years, and
always wrote a confiderable part of moft of his public difcour-
{es 3 fo he carried his notes into the defk with him, and read
the molt that-he had wrote; yet he was not fo confined to his
notes, when he had wrote at large, but that, if fome thoughts
were fuggefied while he was fpeaking, which did not occur
when writing, and appeared to him pertinent and firiking, he
would deliver them ; and that with as great propriety and
fluency, and oftner with greater pathos, and atiended with a
more {enfible good effet on his hearers, than all he bad wrote,

Though, as has been obferved, he was wont to read fo con-
fiderable a part of what he delivered ; yet he was far from
. thinking this the beflt way of preaching in general ; and look-
ed upon his ufing his notes fo much as he did, a deficiency and
infirmity,. Andin the latter part of his life was inclined to
think it had been better, if he had never accuflomed himfelf
to ufe his notes at all, - It .appeared to him that preaching
wholly without notes, agreeable to the cuftom in moft proteis
tant countries, and what feems evidenty to have been the man-
ner of, the apoftles and primitive miniflers of the gofpel, was
by far the mefl natural way ; and had the greateft tendency on
the whole, to anfwer the end of preaching : and fuppofed that
none who had talents equal to the work of the miniflry, was
incapable of fpeaking memoriter, if he took {uitable pains for
this attainment from his yonth. He would have the young
preacher write all his fermons, or at lealt moft of them, out
at large ; and infiead of reading them to his hearers, take pains
to comnmit them to memorv. Which, though it would require,
2 great deal of labour at'firft, yet would foon become eafier
by ufe, and help him to fpeak more’ correélly and frecly, and
k= of great fervice to him all his days, 3
! ' Ay His
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His prayers wereindeed extempore. He was the fartheft
from any appearance of a form, as to his words and manner
of expreffion of'almoft-any man. He was quite fingular and
inimitable in this, by any who have not-a {pirit of real and.
undiffembled devotion. Yet he always exprefled himfelf with
decency and propriety. He appeared to have much of the
grace and fpirit of prayer ; to pray with the fpirit and with
the underftanding : and he performed this part of duty much,
to the acceptance and edification of thofe who joined with him.
He was not wont, in ordinary cafes to be long in his prayers :
an error which he obferved was. often hurttul to public and
{ocial prayer, as it tends rather to damp than promote true
devotion. .’ % :

He kept himfelf quite free from worldly cares. He gave
himfelf wholly to the work of the miniftry, and entangled not
bimfelf with the affairs of this life. He left the ‘particular
over-fight and direftion of the temporal concerns of his family,
almoft entirely to Mrs. Edwards ;' who was better able than
moft of her {ex to take the whole care of them on her hands.
He was lefs acquainted with moft of his temporal affairs than

~ many of his neighbours ; and feldom knew when and by whom
- his forage for winter was gathered in, or how many milk
- kine he had; whence his table was furnifhed, &c.

He did not make it his cuftom to vifit his people in their
own houfes, unlefs he was fent for by the fick ; or he heard that
they were under fome fpecial afliétion. Inftead of vifiting
from houfe to houfe, he ufed to preach frequently at private
meetings in particular neighbourhoods ; and often call the
young people and children to his own houfe : when he ufed
to pray with them and treat with them in a manner fuited to
their years and circumftances. And he catechifed the chil-
dren 1n public every Sabbath in the fummer. And he ufed
fometimes to propofe queftions to particular young perfons in
writing, for them to anfwer after a proper time given them
to prepare. In putting out thefe queftions, he endeavoured to
fuit them to the age, genius and abilities of thofe to whom
they were given. His queftions were generally fuch as re-
quired but a fhort anfwer ; and yet could not be anfwered
without a particular knowlege of fome hiftorical part of the
fcripture; and therefore led, and even obliged perfons to ftudy
the bible, plslingty

He
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He did negleft. vifiting his people from houfe to houfe,
becaufe he did not lock upon it, in ordinary cafes, to be one
part of the work of the gofpel minifter.  But he fuppofed that
minifters thould, with refpett to this, confult their own talents
and circumilances, and vifit more or lefs, according to the
degree in which they could hope hereby. to promote the great
enils of the gofpel miniftry. He obferved that fome minifters
had a talent at entertaining and profiting by occafional vifits
amgong  their people.  They have words at will, and a knack
at introducing profitable, religious difcourfe in a free, natural,
and, as it were undefigned way. He fuppofed fuch hada call
to fpend a great deal of their time in vifiting their people.
But be looked on his talents to be quite otherwife. He was
not able to enter into 2 free converfation with every perfon he
met with, and in an eafy manner turn it to what topick he
pleafed, without the help of others, and, as it may be, againft
their inclination.  He therefore found that his vifits of this
kind muft be in a great dégree unprofitable. And as he was
fettled in a.great town, it would take up a great part of his.
time to.vifit from houfe to houfe’; which he thought he could
fpend in his ftudy to much more valuable purpofes, “and fo as
much better to promote the great ends of his miniftry. For
it appeared to him, that he could do the greateft good to fouls,
and moft promote the intereft of Chrift by preaching and writ-
ing, and conver{ing with perfons under religious mpreflions
in his ftudy ; where he encouraged all fuch to repair ; where,
they might be fure, in ordinary cales, to find him: and to
be allowed ealy accefs to him, and where they were ireated
“with all defirsble tendernefs, kindnefs and familiarity. In
times therefore of the out-pouring of God’s {fpirit, and the
revival of religion among his people, his ftudy was thronged
with perfons to lay epen their {piritual concerns to him, and
feek his advice and direftion : whom he received and converf-
ed with, with great freedom and pleafure, and had the beft
opportunity to dealin the moft particular manner with each
one. ; g '

- HEe was afkilful guide to fouls under fpiritual difficulties;
And:was' therefore fought unto not only by his own people,
but by many who lived fcores of miles off. He became fuch’,
an able guide, partly by his own experimental acquaintance
with divine things, and unwearied fludy of God’s word; and
partly by his having fo much concern with fonls under fpiri-
Tt ‘ tua
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tual troubles. ~ For he had not been fettled in the work of the
miniftry many years before the fpirit of God was wonderful-
ly poured out on his 'people, by which a great concern about
their fouls became almoft univerfal; and a great number were
hopefully the fubjefts of faving converfion. . This was prin-
cipally 1n the year 1734.. A particular account of which has
been wrote by him, enttled, 4 faukful narrative of the fur-
prizing work of God in the converfion of many hundred fouls in
Northampton.  Which has been printed in England, Geimany
and America; to which the reader muft be refered.

And there was antother remarkable time of the outpouring
of God’s fpirit in the yeats 1740, anq 1741, in which North-
ampton partook largely ; though not exclufive of molt other
parts of the land. Mr. Edwards in this time had to deal not
only with his own people, but with multitudes of others. The
hearing that the fame things were at Northampton fome years
before, and the fame Mr. Edwards had for knowlege, piety,
and a great acquaintance with experimental religion, naturally
led both minifters and people, in almott all parts of New-Eng-
land, to look to him for direftion and afliftance, in this ex-
traordinary time. Beingin this time earneftly folicited by the
minifters and people of many places to come and preach
among them, he went to many; though he was not able to
gratify all who defired him, And his preaching was attended
with great fuccels.

And as many of the minifers and people in New-England,
had been unacquainted with fuch things as then appeared, they
were greatly expofed to run wild, as 1t were, and aftually did,
by the fubtle temptations of the devil, taking advantage of the
ignorance and wickednefs of men’s hearts, go into great ef-
tremes both as oppofers and friends to the work of God: Mr.
Edwards was greatly helpful by his direftion and affiftance
againit the twa oppofite extremes, both in converfion, preach-
ing and writing. His publications on this occafion were efpe-
cially of great and extenfive fervice. Of which it may be

roper to give fome account here. '

The firft is a fermon preached at New-Haven, Sept. 10,
1741,  Onthe diftinguifhing marks of the fpirit of God, &c.

In the year 1742, he publifhed a book of five parts, intitled,
Some thougiits concerning the prefent revival of religion in New-
England, and the way 1n which 1t ought to be acknowleged and
promoted, &c. Gl

n
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In the year 1746, he publithed a Treatifé on Relrgious Af-
ﬁﬁwm, All which might be juftly confidered _by the church
of chrift s a voice behind them faying, «T his is the way, walle
« therein.’” Efpec1a”y the laft-mentiongd book, which has
beeu efteemed by many - the beft that has” been wrote on that
fubject; fetting the diftin&tion between true and falfe whgxoﬁ
in the 'moft clear and firiking lxght.

To the fame pu“pofe is The lﬁ of the Rev. Mr. Davip
BRAINERD, with rg/leﬂwm and obfematzon: thereon ; pub-
h{hcd by Mr. EDwARDS in the year 1749.

“'Mr. Edwards was what by fome is called a rigid Calvinift
Thofe dottrines of Calvinifm, which have been moft objetied
againft, and given the greateft oﬂ'erlce, appeared to him as fcrip-
tural, reafonable and important as any; and he thought that to
give them up, was 1n'effe€t to give up all.  Aud therefore he
looked upon thofe who called themfelves Calving ifts, that were
for palliating the matter, by, as it were, triming off the knots of
Calvinifm, that they mxght conform it more to the tafte of
thofe who are moft difpofed to objeét againt it, were really
giving up and betraying the caufe they pretend to efpoufe :
and were paving the way not only to Arminianifm, but to
Deifm. For if thefe doétrines, in the whole length and breadth
of them were relinquifhed, he did not fee, where a man could
fet his foot down with conﬁﬁency and fafety, thort of Deifin,
or even Atheifm itfelf ; ‘or rather univerfal Scepticifim.

Hejudued that nothmg was wanting, but to have thefe doc-
trines properly ftated and judicioufly and well defended, in order
to their appearing moft agreeable to reafon and common fenfe,
as well as  the dofirines of -revelation ; and that this there-
fore was the only effe€lual method to convince, or filence and
fhame the oppofers of them. All will be able to faiisfy them.
felves of the truth of this, by reading his treatife on Fuftifica-

tion, and his two laft books on the Freedom of the Will, and
():z«rmal Sin.

In this view of things, he thought it of importance that mi-
nifters fhould be very critical in examining candidates for the
miniftry, with refpetto their principles, as well as their religi-
ous dilpofition and morals. ~And on this account he met with
confiderable difficulty and oppofition in fome inftances. His
opinien was, thatan erroneous or unfaithiul minifter was likely

? to



Mr. JonaTHAN EDwaAarbDs, 73

to do more hurt than good to the church of Chrift ; and there.
fore he could not have any hand in introducing a man into the
miniftry, unlefs he appeared found in the faith, and manifefted
t0 a judgment of charity, a difpofition to be faithful.

SEcTIioN IL

His DismtsstoN from Northampton, with the occafion and
s

circumflances of its

R. EpwaARrps was very happy in the efteem and love

of his people for many years, and there was the greatelt
profpeét of his living and dying fo. He was the laft minifter
almoft in New-England that would bave been pitched upon ta
be oppofed and renounced by his people. But by what has
. come to pafs with refpet to this, we have an inftruélive leffon
on the inftability of all human affairs, and the unreafonablenefs
of trufting in man. :

In the year 17.44, Mr. Edwards was informed that fome
of the young perfons in town, who were members of the church,
had books in keeping, which they improved to promote lafcivia
ous and obfcene difcourfe among the young people.  And up-
on enquiring, a number of perfons were found to teftify, thas
they had heard oncand another from time to time talk obfcene~
ly; as what they were led to by reading a book or books,
which they had among them. Upon which Mr. Edwards
thought the brethren of the church ought to look into the
matter. And in order to introduce it, he preached a fermon
from Heb. xii. 15, 16. “ Looking diligently, left any man fait
¢ ofthe grace of God, lelt any root of bitternefs fpringing up
* trouble you, and thereby many be defiled: lell there be any
* fornicator, or profane perfon as Efau, &c.” - After fermon
he defired the brethren of the church to ftay, and told them
what information he bad got; and propofed whether they
thought proper to take any meafures to examine into the mat-
ter. They with one conlent and much zeal, manifefted 1. t

. be their opinicn, that it ought to be enquired into.  And pro?\

. ceeded to choofe a number of men, to affift their paftor in exa~

mining into the aflair.  Upon which Mr. Edwards app<:i£ned
&



74 The L1re of the Reverend

the time for their meeting at his houfe: and then read a cata.
logue of the names of young perfons, whom he defired to come
to his houfe at the fame time. Some were the accufed, and
fome witnefles ; but it was not then deciared of which number
any particular perfon was. ’

When the names were publithed, it appeared, that there
were but few of the confiderable families in town, to which
none of the perfons named did belong, or were nearly related.
‘Whetker this was the occafion of the alteration or not, before -
the day appointed came, a great number of heads of familics
altered their minds (yea many condemned what they had done,
before they got home to their own houfes) and declared, they
did not think proper to proceed as they had done; that their
children fhould not be called to an account in fuch a way for
fuch things, &c. &c. And the town was Juddenly all on a
blaze. This ftrengthened the hands of the accufed, and fome
refufed to appear, and others that did appear, behaved unman-
nerly, and with a great degree of infolence, and contempt of
the authority of the church, And little or nothing could be
done further in the affair.

This was the occafion of weakening Mr. Edwards’s hands in
the work of the miniftry, efpecially among the young people :
with whom by this means he grealy loft his influence! This
feemed in a great meafure to put an end to Mr. Edwards’s ufe-
fulnefs at Northampton, and doubtlefs laid a foundation, and will
help to account for the furprizing events which will by and by be
related. To be fure he had no great vifible fuccefs after this ;
but the influences of God’s fpint were greatly withheld, and

* fecurity and carnality much increafed among them.  That great

“and fingular degree of vifible religion and good order which
had been found among them, foon began gradually to decay ;
and the youth have fince been more wanton and diffolute.

Mr. Stoddard, Mr. Edwards’s grand-father and predeceflor
in the work of the miniftry, was of the opinion, that uncon-
verted perfons had a right in the fight of God, or confidered
as fuch, to the facrament of the Lord’s fupper ; ‘that therefore
it was their duty to come to that ordinance, though they knew
they had no true goodnefs, or gofpel holinefls. He maintained,

“ that vifible chriftianity does not confift in a profeflion or ap-
pearance of that wherein true holinefs or real chriftianity con-
filts. That therefore the profeflion which perfons make in or-
der to be received as vifible members of Chrift’s church, ought

- not
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not to be fuch as to exprefs or imply areal compliance with, or
confent to the terms of the covenant of grace, or a hearty em-
bracing the gofpel. So that they who really rejett Jefus Chrift,
and diflike the gofpel way of falvation in their hearts, and
know that this is true of themfelves, may make the profeflion
without lying and hypocrify. Accordingly, he endeavoured to
form a fhort profe{lion for perfons to make in order to be ad-
mitted into the church and come to the facrament, anfwerable
to this principle. And it took place and was practifed upon in
Northampton ; and perfons were admitted into the church,
and to the facrament, not under the notion of their being true
faints, or that they had any real goodnefs.

Mr. Stoddard’s appearing to maintain this principle made a-
great noife in the country ; and he was oppofed as introducing
{omething contrary to the principles and praflice of almoft all
the churches in New-England. And the matter was publicly
controverted between him and Dr. Increafe Mather, of Bofton.
However, through Mr. Stoddard’s great influence and afcen-
dance over the people at Northampton, it was introduced there
though not without oppofition. = And his principles by degrees
fpread very much among minifters and people in that country,
and in other parts of New-England ; though no church except
Northampton publicly and profefledly atted upon this principle
by altering the profeflion that thofe made, who were admitted
to the facrament, to fuit it to {uch a notion : but required of all
who joined to the church a profeflion of that wherein true chrifti-
anity or real godlinefs confifts. And of late years his opinion that
. perfons who have no real goodnefls, but are in a chriftlefs ftate,
and know themfelvesto be fo, may make a chriftian profeflion
and come to the facrament, without lying and hypocrify ; and
that they have a right, and it is their duty fo to do, has greatly
fpread in the country.

Mr. Edwards had fome hefitation about this matter when he
firlt fettled at Northampton, and afterwards; but did not re-
ceive fuch a degree of convitlion, that the admitting perfons
into the church, who made no pretence to real godlinefs was
wrong, as to prevent his pratifing upon it with a good confci-
ence, for fome years. But at length his doubts about the mat-
ter greatly increafed, which put him upon examining it more
thoroughly than he had ever before done, by fearching the
feripture, and reading and examining fuch books, as were writ-
ten to defend the admifion of perfons to facraments, without &

. profellion
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profeflion of faving faith. - And the refult was a full conviéti-
on that it was wrong, and that he could not prattice upon it
with a good con{cience. He was fully convinced that to be a
vifible chriftian was to put on the vifibility or appearance of a
real chriftian ; that the profeflion of chriftianity was a profef-
fion of that, wherein real chriftianity confifts ; was therefore a
profeflion of true refpeét of Chrift, and a hearty embracing the
golpel, &c. That therefore no perfon who rejeéted Chnift in
his heart, could make fuch a profeflion confiftent with truth. .
And therefore, as the ordinance of the Lord’s fupper was infti-
tuted for none but vifible profefling chriflians, none but thofe
who arereal chriftians have a real right in the fight of God to
come to that ordinance : and that none ought to be admitted
thereto, who do not make a profeflion of real chriftianity, and
fo cannot be received in a judgment of charity as true friends
to Jefus Chrift, or real faints, * -

When Mr. Edwaids’s fentiments were known, in the fpring
of the year 1744, it gave great offence, and the town was put
into a great ferment : and before he was heard in his own de-
fence, or it was known by many what his principles were, the
general cry was to have him difmifled, as what alone would
fatisty them.  This was-evident from the whole tenor of their
conduét, ‘as they negletted and cppofed the moft proper means
of calmly confidering, and fo underftanding the matter in dif-

ute, and perfifted in a refufal to attend to what Mr. Edwards
gad to fay in defence of his principles, And from beginning
to end oppofed the meafures which had the beft tendency to
compromife and -heal the difficulty ; and with much zeal pur-
{ued thofe, which were calculated to make a feparation certain
and {peedy,

Mr, Edwards thought of preaching on the fubjeét, that they
might know what were lis fentiments, and what were the
grounds of them, (of both which he was fenfible the moft of
them were quite iguorant) before they took any flep for a {epa.
yation between bim and his peoplc. But that he might do

nothing

* 'They who have a defire more fully to underftand this controverfy
end know if it is jufily reprefented here, may do it by reading what.
Mr. Edwards wrote on this occafion, in order to explain and vindicate
his principles ; togetker with the Rev, Mr. Williams’s anfwer, and
Mr. Edwards’s reply to him. And if they pleafe, they may confule
what Dr, Mather, 2nd Mr, Stoddard befoge wroteon this fubjett,
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pothing to increafe the tumult, but on the contrary take all
thofe fteps, which he could with a good confcience, that tended
to peace, he firft propofed the thing to the church’s ftanding
committee ; fuppofing that if he entered on the fubjeét pub-
licly with their conlent, 1t would prevent the ill contequences
which otherwife he feared would follow. DBut the moft of
them would by no means confent toit, but {trenuoufly oppofed
it.  Upon which he gave it over for the prefent, as whatin
fuch circumftances would rather raife a tumult, and blow the
firc up to a greater height, than anfwer the good ends propoled.

Mr. Edwards being fenfible that his principles were not un-
derflood, and much mifreprefented through the country ; and
finding that his people were in too much of a heat calmly to
attend to the matter in controverfy then; and were in a difpo-
fition even to refufe to hear him preach uvpon it, propofed to
print what he had to fay on the point ; as this feemed to be the
only way left him to have a fair hearing. Accordingly his peo-
ple confented to put off the calling a council, till wbat he
thould write was publifhed. But they manifefled great unea-
finefs in waiting, before it came out of the prefls. And when
it was publifhed, it was read but by very few of them. Mr.
Edwards being fenfible of this, renewed his propofal to preach
upon it, and at a meeting of the brethren of the church afked
their confent in the following terms : « I defire that the bre-
*¢ thren would manifefl their confent, that 1 thould declare thie
« reafons of my opinion relating to full communion in the
#¢ church, in le€ures appointed for that end : Not as an at
#¢ of authority, or as putting the power of declaring the whole
*¢ counfel of God out of my hands ; but for peace fake, and
“ to prevent occafion of firife.” But it pafled in the nega-
tive.

Mr. Edwards then propofed that it fhould be left to a few
of the neighbouring minifters, whether it was not, all things
confidered, reafonable that he fhould be heard in this matter
from the pulpit, before the affair thould be brought to an iffue.
But this alfo paffed in the negative.

However, he having had the advice of the miniflers and
meflengers of the neighbouring churches, who met at North-
ampton to advife them under their difficulties, proceeded to
appoint a lefture, in order to preach on the fubjeft, propofing
to do fo weekly until be had finithed what he had to fay. On
Monday there was a Ptecin& or fociety meeting, in which a

vote
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vote was pafled to choofe a committee to go to Mr. Edwards,
and defire him not to preach lettures on the fubjeét in contro-
verfy, according to his declaration and appointment. And
accordingly, proceeded to choofe a committee of 'three men
for this purpofe, who waited on him, and did their errand.
However, Mr. Edwards thought proper to proceed according
to his propofal, and accordingly preached a number of fermons
until he had finifhed what he had to fay on the {ubjeét. Thefe
le€tures were very thinly attended by his own people : but great
numbers of firangers from the neighbouring towns attended
them, fo many as to make above half the congregation. This
was in February and March 1750.

The calling a decifive council to determine the matter of
difference between paflor and people, or rather to difmifs the
paftor from his church and people, (for the delay of which a
great deal of impatience had been publicly manifefled) was now
more particularly attended to by Mr. Edwards and the church.

Mr. Edwards had before this infifled upon it from time to
time, that they were by no means ripe for fuch a procedure ;
(as they had not yet given him a fair hearing in defence of his
caufe: which if they would do, perhaps the need of fuch a
council would be fuperfeded. And befides, he thought there
was abundant public evidence, that they were not yet in a tem-
ner {uited to attend on, and be aflive 1n fuch a tranfaétion, as

he diffolving the relation between them and their paftor ;
which would, as things then flood, probably be the event.
He obferved, « That it was exceeding unbecoming churches
 of the Lamb of God to manage their religious afiairs of the
s greateflt importance in a ferment and tumult, which ought
“ to be managed with great folemnity, deep humiliation, and
“ fubmiffion to the awful frowns of heaven, humble depen-
 dence on God, and with fervent prayer and fupplication to
“ him. That therefore for them to go about fuch an affair,
*“ in fach a manner as they did, would be moft unbecoming
¢ the gofpel, greatly to the dithonor of God and religion, and,
“ a way in which a people cannot expett a blefling. That
¢ fuch a great affair as this fhould be gone about with calm
¢ confideration ; but that fuch a temper as the people were
¢ then in, was wholly incounfiftent with this.”

But having ufed all means which he could think of within
his power to bring them to a more calm and charitable temper,
and to hear and weigh what he bad to fay in his own defggce,

wit
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with attention and candor; and finding that nothing prevailed;
but rather the tumult and uproar was increafed ; he confent-
ed that a decifive council thould be called without any further
delay.

B)ut a difficulty attended the choice of a council, which was
for fome time infuperable. It was agreed that the council
fhould be mutually chofen, one half by the paftor, and the
other half by the church: but the people infifted upon it that
he thould be confined to the county in his cheice.  Mr. Ed-
wards thought this an unrealonable reftraint on him, as it was
known that the minifters and churches in that county were al-
moft univerfally againft him in the controverfy that divided
him and his people, and made the two parties. He indeed did
not fappofe that the bufiuefs of the propofed council would be
to determine whether his opinion which was the occafion of
the difficulty between him and his people was right or no; or
that what they were to judge of, depended upon this. But their
bufinefs would be — to fee and determine whether any poffible
way could be devifed for an accommodation between paftor
and people, and to ufe their wildom and endeavour in order
to this. Andif they found this impraélicable, they muft deter-
mine, whether things were now ripe for a feparation ; whe-
ther what ought in juflice to be previous to a feparation had al-
ready aflually been done, fo that there was nothing further in
juftice to be demanded by either of the parties concerned, be-
fore a feparation fhould take place. And if he was difmifled
by them, it would be their bufinefs to fet forth to the world in
what manner and for what caufe he was difmiffed : how far he
was innocent, and whether he might yet be employed in the
work of the miniftry, &c. All which were matters of great
importance to him, and required upright and impartial judges.
And confidering the great 1nfluence a difference in religious
opinions has to prejudice men one againft another; and the
clofe conneftion of the pomnt, in which moft of the miniflers
and chuarches in the county differed from him, with the matter
to be judged of, he did not think they could be reafonably
looked upon fo impartial judges, as that the matter ought to be
wholly leftto them, Befides, he thought the cafe being fo new
and extraordinary, required the ableft judges in the land.  For
thefe, and fome other reafons, which he offered, ke infifted
upon liberty to go ont of the county for thofe members of the
propofed council, in which he was to have a ehoice,  In this,

a"';l,
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as was juft now faid, the people firenuoufly and obfizately
oppofed him. They at length agreed to leave the matter to a
.council confifling of the minifters and meflengers of the five
neighbouring chuiches: who, after they had met twice upon
it, and had the cafe largely debated before them, were equally
divided, and therefore left the matter undetermined.

However, they were all agreed, that Mr. Edwards ought to
have liberty to go out of the county for fomne of the council.
And at the next church meeting, which was on the 26th of
March, Mr. Edwards offered to join with them in calling a
council, if they would confent that he fhould chufe two of the
churches out of the county, in cafe the council confifted of but
ten churches. ‘The church however refufed to comply with
this at one meeting after another repeatedly ; and proceeded
to warn a church meeting and choofe a moderator, in order
to alt without their paftor.

But to pafs by many particulars, at length at a meeting of
the church, warned by their paftor, May 3d. they voted their
confent to his propofal of going out of the county for two of
the churches, that fhould be applied to. And then they pro-
ceeded to make choice of the ten minifters and churches, of
which the council thould confift. Accordingly, the churches
were fent to, and the council convened on the 1gth of June.
Who, after they had made fome fruitlefs attempts for a com-
polition between the paftor and church, paffed a refolve, by the
majority of one voice * only, to the following purpofe: «'Ihat
“ it is expedient that the paftoral relation between Mr. Ed-
“ wards and his church be immediately diffolved if the peo-
“ ple ftill perfift in defiring it.” And it being publicly put to
the people, whether they ftill infilted on Mr. Edwards’s dif-
miflion from the paftoral office over them? A great majority
fabove two hundred againft twenty) zealoufly voted for his dif-
miflion. And he was accordingly difinifled June 22, 1750.

The diffenting part of the council, entered their proteft againft
this proceeding, judging that it was too much in a hl_xrry, as
they were by no means ripe for a feparation, confidering the

paft

* One of the churches which Mr. Edwards chofe did not fee fit
to join the council. However, the minifter of that church being
at Northamptonat the fitting of the council, was defired by Mr.
Edwards and the church to fit in council and a&, which he did. Bat-
there being no meflenger from the church, the couacil was not full,
and there was a difpanity ; by which means doubtlefs, there was one
¥ote more for an immsdiate difmiffion, than againft it.
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palt condud®, and prefent temper of the people.  And fome of
that part of the council. that were adlive, expreffed themfelves
furprized at the uncommon zeal and 'engagednefs ot {pirit, pub-
licly manifeited by the people in their voting for a difinitlion ;
which evidenced to them, and all robferving {petators, that
they were-far from a temper of mind becoming fuch a folemn
and awful tranfa&ion, confidered in all its circumnitances.

Being thus difinifod, he preached his farewel fermon on the
firlt of July, from 2 Cor. i. 14 The do&trine he obferved from
the words was this, * Minifters and the people that have been
« under their care, muft meet one another before Chtift’s tri=
“ bunal, ‘at the day of judgment.” It was aremarkably folemn
and affeCting difcourte, and was publifhed at the defire of fome
of the hearers. %

After Mr. Edwards was difmiffed from Northampton, he
preached there fome times occafionally when they had no other
preacher to fupply the pulpit : till at length a great uncafinefs
was manifeited by many of the people, at his preaching there
atall. Upon which, the committee for fupplying the pulpit,
called the town together, to know their minds with refpe@ to
that matter : when they voted that it was not agrecable to their
minds, that he fhould preach among them: & Accordingly,
when Mr. Edwzrds wasin town, and they had no othe"minif-
ter to preach to them, they carried on public ‘worfhip among

themielves, and without any preaching, rather than to invite
Mr. Edwards ! ;

_ Every one mutt be fenfible that this was a great trial to Mr.
Edwards. He had been near twenty-four years among that
people; and ‘his labours had been, to all appearance, fron:
time to time greatly bleffled among them : and a great number
looked on him as their fpiritual father, who had been the
happy inftrument of turning them from darknefs to light, and
plucking them as brands out of the burning. Ard they had
from time to time profefled that they looked upon it as one of
their greatelt privileges to have fuch a minifter, and maniteQled
their great love and efteem of him, to fuch adegree, that,
(as S . Paul fays of the Galatians) if it had becnn poflible, they
would have plucked out their own eyes, and given them to him.
And they had a great interett in his heart : ITe had borne them
on his heart and carried them in his bofom for many yzars 3 ex-
crcifing atender concern and love for them : for their geod Le
. was slways writing, contriving, labouring 3 for_them he had
‘ pourcd
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poured out ten thoufand fervent prayers ; in their good he had
rejoiced as one that findeth great f{poil ; and they were dear to
him above any other people under heaven.

Now to have this people turn againft him, and thruft
‘him out from among them, ina great tumult and heat, with
hafte, and a great degree of violence ; like the Jews of old ftop-
ping their ears and runing upon him with furious zeal, not allow-
ing him to defend himfelf by giving him a fair hearing ; and
ieven refufing fo much as to hear: him. preach 3 many of them
furmifing and publicly fpeaking many ill things as to his ends
and defigns ! 'E‘o have the tables turned fo fuddenly and the
voice fo general and loud againft him. ‘This furely inuft come
very near to him; and try his fpirit.  The words of the pfal-
miit feems applicable to this ca@, « It was not an encmy that
¢ reproached me, then I could have bome it ; neither was it
‘% he that hated me, that did magnify himfelf again{t me, then
« T would have hid-myfelf from him. But it was THOU-—
“ my guide and mine acquaintance. We took .fweet counfel

‘s together, and walked unto the houfe of God in company.”

“' Let us therefore now behold the man'! '

¢ The calm and fedatenéfs of . his mind ; his ‘meeknefs and
“humility in great and violent oppofition, and injurious treat-
ment ; hisrefolution and fteady conduct throngh all this dark
and terrible ftorm, were truly wonderful, and cannot be fet in
{o beautiful and affe&ting a light by any defcription, as they ap-
peared” in to his friends, who were eye-witnefles.

Mr. Edwards had a numerous and chargeable family, and
little or no income, exclufive of his falary : and confidering
how far he was advanced in years ;- the general difpofition of
people who want a minifter to prefer a young man’ who has
never been fettled, to one who has been diﬁ_niéed from his peo-

“ple 5 and what mifreprefentations were made of his principles
“through the country, it looked to him not at all probable that
he thould ever have opportunity to be fettled again in the work
of the miniftry, if he was difmiffed from Northampton: And
-he was not inclihed or able to take any other courfe, or go in-
“to any other bufinefs to get a living.  So that beggery as well
as difgrace ftared him fullin the face, if he perfifted in_ his prin-
‘ciples. To be fure, he viewed himfelf as taking the moft direct
- way to thefe, according to the natural courfe 0? things, by dif-
< covering and adhering to his principles, in the fituation he then
was.  For he forefaw all this, before it came upon him ; and
therefore had the opportunity and the temptation to efcapeit, by
concealing his principles.  When he was fixed in his plr'mci-
ples
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plés, and before they were publicly known, he tolfi fome of his’
triends, that if he difcovered and perfifted in them, it vgou]d mmoft

likely iffue in his difmiffion and difgrace ; and the ruin of him-’
felf and family, as to-their temporal interefts. He therefore

firft fat down and counted the coft, and deliberately took .up
the crofs, when it was fet before him in its full weight and mag-

nitude ; and in direét oppofition to all worldly views and mo-

tives.  And therefore his condué in thefe circumitances, was

a remarkable exercife and difcovery of his confcientioufnefs ; and

his readinefs to deny himfelf, and forfake all that he had, ta

follow Chrift.

A man muft have a confiderable degree of the fpirit of a mar-
tyr, not to flinchin {uch a cafe as this ; but go on with the fled-
faftnefs and” refolution with which he did. He, as it were,
put hislife in his hand, and ventured on where truth and duty
appeared to lead him, unmoved at the threatning dangers on
¢very fide. ' , .

However, God did not forfake him. - As he gave him thofe
inward fupports by which he was able in patience to poffels
his foul, and calmly and courageoufly row on in the florm, as
it were, in the face of boiftrous winds, beating hard upon him,
and in the' midft of gaping waves threatning to fwallow him
up : fo he foon appeared for him, in_ his providence, even
beyond all his' expettations. His correfpondents and other
friends in Scotland, hearing of his ‘difmiffion, and fearing it
might be the means of bringing himinto worldly firaits, gener-
oufly contributed a handfome fum, and fent it over to him.

And God did not leave him without tender, valuable friends
at Northampton. ' For a finall number of his pcople who op-
pofed his difmiffion from the beginning, and fome who aéied
on neither fide, who joined with him after his difmiflion, and
adhered to him, under the influerice of their great cftcem and
love of Mr. Edwards, were willing and thought themfelves
able to maintain him : and infifted upon it that it was his duty
1o ftay among them, as a dillin&t and feparate congregation
from the body of the town, who had reje&ed\him.

Mr. Edwards could not fee it to be his duty to {lay among
them, as- circumftances were; as this would probably be a
" means of perpctuating an unhappy divifion in the town ; and
there was to him no profpe& of doing the good there, which
would counterbalance the evil. However, that he might do
all he could to fatisfy his tender and affli¢ted friends ; ‘and be-
caufe in the muliitude of counfellors there is fafety, be cons

fented



841 The Ly ¥ E of the Reverend

{ented to afk the advice of an eccleGaltical council. Accord-
ingly, a council was called, and convened at Northampton on
the 15th of May 1751. : AL

The town on this occafion was put into a great tumult and
fire. . They who were aflive in: Mr. Edwards’s difmiflion
fuppofed, though without any ground, and contrary ‘to uuth,
that he was contriving and atiémpting with his friends, again
to introduce himfelf at Northampton. “They drew up a re-
monftrance againfl - their proceedings, and laid it before the
council (though ‘they’ would ' not acknowlegé them to be an
ecclefiaftical council) containing many heavy, though ground-
Yels, infinuations and charges againft Mr. Edwards, and bitter
accufations of the party who had adhered to him: But refufed
to appear and fupport any of their charges, or fo much as
to give the gentlemen of the council any opportunity te confer
with them, about the affair depending ; 'though it was dili-
gently foyght. sy S o B 1

The councilhaving heard what Mr. Edwards, and they, wha
adhered to him,‘and any others who defired to be heard; bad to
fay, advifed, agrecable to Mr. Edwards’s judgment and expecs
tation, that he fhould leave Northampton, and accept of: the
miffion to which he was invited at Stockbridge ; of which. a
more particular accannt will be given prefently. _

Many other fafls relative to this forrowful, ftrange, furpriz.
ing affair (the moft fo doubtlels of any of the kind, that ever
happened in Néw-England ; and perhaps, in any. part..of the
chriflian world) might be related ; but as this mare general
hiftory of it, may be fufficient to anfwer the ends propofed,
viz. to reftify fome gfals milreprefentations, that have ‘been
made of the matter, and difcover the great trial Mr. Edwards
had herein, ‘it is thonght belt to fupprefs other, particulars.
As a proper clofe ‘to, this melancholy flory ; and to; confirm;
and further illuftrate. what has been related, the following letter
from’ Jofeph Hawley, Efq. (a gentleman who was. well: ac-
quainted with, and very aftive in the tranfalions of this whole
affair, and very much a head and leader in it) to the Revi Mr.
Hall of Sutton, publifhed in a weekly news-paper, in Bofton,
May 19, 1760, 15 here inferted, : i
e : 3
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" q0 the Rev. Mri HaLL of SuTTQN.

e

= Northampion, Mey g, 1760.‘
Rev. Sir, .

HAVE often wifhed that every member of the two eccle-

fiaftical councils (that formerly fat in Northampton upon
the unhappy differences. between our former moft worthy and
reverend; paftor Mr. Jonathan Edwards and the church here)
whereof you was a member ; I fay fir, I have often wilhed
every of them, truly knew my real {enfe of my own conduét in
the affairs that the one and the other of faid councils are privy
to; andas I have long apprehended it to be my duty not only
to humble myfelf before God for what was' unchriflian and
Ginful, in my condutt before faid councils, but alfo to confefs
wy. faults to them, and. take fhame to myfelf therefor before
them. ; 1 have often . fludied with myfelf in what manner, it
was pratticable for me to do it ; and. when I underficod that
you fir, and Mr, Eaton were to.be at. Cold Spring at the time
of their late council, I refolved to improve the opportunity
fully to. open my mind there o you and him thereon ; and
thought that probab]y fome method might be then thought of
in; which my, refle€tions. on myfelf touching the matters above
hinted at, might be communicated to moft 1f not all the gentle-
men aforefaid, who did not refide in. this county : But you
know, fir, how difficuit 1t was for us to canverfe together by
ourfelves when at Cold Spring, without giving umbrage to
that; peaple ;. I therefore propofed writing to. you upen the
matters. which I had. then, opportunity only moft fummarily to
fuggeft ; which you. fir, fignified would be agreeable to you:
I therefore now undertdke what I then propofed, 1n which 1
humbly afk the divine aid ; and that I may be made moft
freelv willing fully to, confels my fin and guilt to you and, the
world in thofe inflances which I have reafon to fuppofc fell
under your notice, as they were public and. notorious. tranf-
aétions, and on account whereof, therefore, you: fin, and ali
others. who had kuowlege thereof, had Juﬂ caule to be o{Rnd-
ed at me.

Andin the firff place, Sir, I apprehend that with t}'e ch‘ux‘ch
and pwpie of Northampton, Ifinned and crred- exceedingly
. in
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in conlenting and labouring that there fhould be fo early a
difmiffion of Mr. Edwards from his pafioral relation to us,
even upon the fuppofition that he was really in a miflake in
the difputed point : not only becaufe the difpute was upon
matters [o very difputable in themfelves and at the greateft re-
move from fundamental, but becaufe Mr. Edwards fo long
had approved himfelf a moft faithful and painful paftor to faid
church ; and alfo changed his fentiments in that point ‘wholly
from a'tender regard to what appeared to him to be truth;
and had made known his fentiments with' great moderation
and upon great deliberation againtt all worldly motives, ‘and
from. mere fidelity to his great mafter, and a tender regard" 1o
the fouls of his flock, as we had the higheft reafon to judge »
which confiderations now' feem to me fufficient ; and would
(if we had been of a“right fpirit) have greatly endeared him
to his people, and made us to the laft degree, reluétant to part-
ing with, and difpofed us to the exercife of the greateft can-
dour, gentlenefs ‘and moderation : how much of the reverfe
whereof appeared'in us, I'need not tell you, Sir, who was an
eye-witnefs of our temper and conduét.

" And although it does not become me to pronounce decifive-
ly on a point fo difputable as what was then in difpute ; yet'l
beg leave to fay, that I really apprchend that it is of the high-
eft moment to the body of this church, and to me in particu+
Jar moft folicitondly to enquire, whether like the Pharifees and
awyers in Johu Baptift’s time, we did not rejeft the counfel
of God agamnft ourfelves, in rejeCting Mr. Edwards and ' his
doftrine : which was the ground of his difmiffion. And I
humbly conceive that it highly imports us all of this church;
moft ferioufly and impartially to examine what that moft wort
thy and able divine about that time publifhed in fupport of the
fame,” whereby he being dead yet {peaketh. '

But there were three things, Sir, efpeciallyin my own parti-
cular conduét before the firft council, which have been juftly
matter of great grief and much trouble to'me almolft ever fince,
to wit.

In the firlt place T confefs; Sir, that I afled very immodefily
and abufively to you, as well as injurioufly to the church and
myfelf, when with much zeal and unbecoming affurance, 1
moved the council that they would interpole to filence and
flop youinsan addrefls you was making one morning to” the
people, whercin you was, if I do not mifremember, briefly

exhorting



.

Mr.JonaTnaN EbwaRrDs. 87,

exhorting them to a tender remembrance of the former affec-
tion and harmony that had long fubfiited between them and
their reverend paftor, and the great comfoit and profit which
they had apprehended’ that they had received from his minif-
try ; for which, Sir, I heariily afk your forgivenefs ; and I
think, that we ought inflead of oppoling.‘an exhortation  of
that nature, to have received it witly all thankfulnefs.

Another particular of my condutt before that council,
which I now apprehend was criminal, and was owing to the
want of that tender affe€lion and reverend refpet and eftcem
for Mr. Edwards which he had highly merited of me, was my
flrenuouily oppoling the adjournment of the matters {ubmitted
to that council, for about two months ; for which I. declare
myfelf unfeignedly forry 5 and I with fhame remember, that
1did it in a peremptory, decifive, vehement and very immodeft
manner.

But, Sir, the moft criminal part of my condu at that time,
that I am confcious of, was my exhibiting to that council a
fet of arguments in-writing, the drift ‘whereof was to prove
the reafonablenefs and neceffity of Mr. Edwards’s difmiffion
in cafe no accommodation was then effefted with mutunal con-
fent ; which traét by clear implication contained fome fevere,
-uncharitable, and if 1 do not 'mifremember, groundlefs and
{landerous imputations on  Mr. Edwards, and expreffed in
bitter language ; and although the original draft thereof was
not done by me, yet I feolithly and finfully confented to
copy it-; and as agent for the church, to read it and deliver
it to the council, which I could never have done, if I had not
had a wicked relifh for perverfe things : which conduét of
mine, I confefs was very finful : am perfuaded was highly
provoking to God, and for which I'am athamed, confounded,
and have nothing to anfwer.

As tothe church’s remonftrance (as it was called) which their
committee preferred to thelaft of faid councils, to all which 1
was confenting, and in the compofing whercof 1 was very
active, as alfo in bringing the church to their vote upon it :
1 would in the firlt place only obferve, that I do not ‘remem-
“ber any thing in that fmall part of it which was plainly di{-
curfive of the expediency of Mr. Edwards’s re-fettlement here
as paltor to a part of the church, which was very exceptiona-
ble; but as to all the refidue, which was mucl the greateft
part thercof (and I am not certain that any part was }vhc:lly

ree)
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free} it was every where larded with- unchriftian bitteraefs,
farcaftical and unmannerly infinuations, contained divers direét
grievous and criminal charges and allegations againft Mr. Ed-
wards ; which I bave fince good reafon to {fuppofe ‘were ., all
tounded on jealous and uncharitable. miftakes, and {o .were
really grofs flanders, alfo many heavy and reproachful charges
upon divers of Mr. Edwards’s adherents; and fome fevere cen-
fures of them all indifcriminately ; all of which (if not wholly
falle and groundlefs) yet were . altogether unneceflary, and
therefore highly. .criminal.  Indeed 1 .am fully conyinced,
that the whole ‘of | that compofure, exegpting the fmall part
thereof abovementoned, was totally unchriftian, -a fcandalous,
abufive, injurious libel, againft Mr. Edwards:and his particular
friends ; -efpecially the former, and highly provoking and de-
teflable in the fight of God; for which:-1 am heartily forry
and afhamed ; and pray I may remember it with deep -abafe-
ment and penitence all my days.’- Not.-do. I now think that
tthe church’s conduét in refufing to appear and attend before
that council .to fupport the charges and allegations in faid re-
monfirance againft Mr. Edwards and.faid brethren, which they
demanded, was ever vindicated by all the fubtle anfwers, that
were given to faid demand; nor do I think that our condut
in that inftance was capable of a defénce, for it appears to me,
that by making charges of {candalous matters againft them be- -
fore fd council, we neceffarily fo far gave that council jurif
diftion ; and I own with forrew and regret, that 1 zealoufly
endeavoured, that the church fliould perfeveringly refufe to
appear bcfore fad couneil for the purpofe abovefaid ; which 1
humbly pray God to fergive. : : P oy
7+ Another part-of-my conduft, Sir, of which I haverlong re-
pented,’ and for which I hereby declare my hearty {orrow, was
my obftinate oppofition to the laft council’s having any confer-
enéewith the church: which {aid council earneftly and re.
jpeatedly moved for, and which the’ church finally denied (as
you know.) I think at difcovered a great deal of pride and vain
fufficiency in the church, and fthewed them to be very opinia-
tive,: efpecially the chief fticklers, one of whom I owa I was,
and think it was running a moft prefwmptuous rifk, and atting
the! part of proud fcorners, for us'to refufe hearing and candidly
and ferioufly confidering what that council could fay or propofe
tous; among wham there were divers juftly in great reputa-
tiou for grace and wifdom: J 58 :

n
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In thefe inflances, Sir, of my condu&, and others (to which
you was not privy) in the courfe of that moft melancholy cor-
tention with Mr. Edwards, wherein I now fee that I was very
much influenced by valt pride, felf-fufficiency, ambition and
vanity. I appear to mylelf vile, and doubtlefs much more fu
to others who are more impartial ; and do in the review there-
of, abhor myfelf, and repent forely : and if my own heart con-
demns me it behoves me folemnly to remember, that God 1s
greater, and knoweth all things: and I hereby own, Sir, that
fuch treatment of Mr. Edwards, as is herein before mentioned,
wherein I was fo deeply concerned and aétive, was particularly -
and very aggravatedly finful and ungrateful in me, becaufe I
was not only under the common obligations of each individual
of the fociety to him, as to a moft able, difigem and faithful
paftor; but I had alfo received many inflances of his tender-
nefs, goodnels, and generofity to me, as a young kinfman,
whom he was difpofed to treat in a moft friendly manner.

Indeed, Sir, I muft own, that by my condutt in confulting
and adling againft Mr. Edwards within the time.of our moit
unhappy difputes with him, and efpecially in' and about that
abominable remonfirance I have fo far fymbolized with Bala-
am, Ahitophel’ and Judas, that I am confounded and filled
with terror oftentimes when I attend to the moft painful fimi-
litude. ) '

And I freely confels, that on account of my conduét above-
mentioned, I have the greateft reafon to tremble at thofe meft
folemn and awful words of our Saviour, Matt, xviii. 6. and
thofe in Luke x. at the 16th: and I am moft forely fenfible
that nothing but that infinite grace and mercy which faved fome
of the betrayers and murderers of our bleffed Lord, and the
perfecutors of the martyrs, ¢an pardou me; in which alone
I hope for pardon, tfor the fake of Chrift, whofe blood (bleffed
be God) cleanfeth from all fin. © On the whole, Sir/ I am con-
vinced, that 1have the greatef realon to fay as David, © Have
¢ mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving kindnefs,
according to the mulutude of thy tender mercivs blot out
my trangreflions, wafh ‘me. thorotighly from mine iniquity,
and cleanfe me frommy fin; for I acknowlege my tran{gref-
lions, and my fin is ever before me : hide thy face from my
fins, and blot out all mine iniquities: create in me a clean
heart; © God, and rencw a right {pirit within me ; cafl fac

M “ nop
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“ not-dway from :tjty. prefence, 'and take not: thy. holy fpirit
<« from<me.. -Reftore unto, me.the joy of thy falvation; and
“ upholdime with thyfree {pirit.” -

And 1 humbly apprehend thiat it greatly concerns the church
of Northampton molt ferioufly to examine whether. thie many
hard fpeechies,” fpoken by “many “particular members againft
their former paflor, fome of which the ‘church really counte-
nanced, and efpecially thofe fpoken by the church asa body, in
that' moft vile remonftrance are not {o odious and ungodly, as
to be utterly uncapable of defence; and whether faid church
were not guilty of great fin in being fo willing and difpofed for
Ao flight a cavfe, to part with fo fzithful and godly a minifter
as Mo Edwards was. And” whether ever God will hold us
gtiltlefs until we cry to hifn'for Chrift's fake to pardon and
fave us from that judgment which fuch ungodly, deeds deferve,
and publicly humble’and take thame to Quri]ves,thgr’éfdr. And
1" mioft ‘heartily “with and pray that the town “and church of

. Northampton' would feriodfly and carctully éxaniine whéther
they have mot abundant caufeto judge that they are now lying
under great guiltin the fight of God: and whether thofe of us
who were ‘conterned inthat moft awful contention with. Mr.
Edwards, canever more réafonably expeft God’s favor and
blefling, iuntibour eyes are opened, and we become thoroughly
convinced that we have greatly provoked the moft High, and
been injurious to one of the beft of men ; and vntil we fhall
be thorouighly convinced that we have dreadfully perfecuted
Chrift by “pérfecuting and vexing that juft man'and fervant of

“Chiift ; ‘until we fhall be humble as in the duft therefor, and
unti] we openly in full terms, and without baulking the matter,
confefs the fame before the world, and moit humbly and earn-
eltly feek forgivenefs of God, and do what we can to honor
the memory of Mr. Edwards, and clear it of all thie afperfions
which we unjuftly caft upon him; fince God has been pleafed
to put it beyand our power to afk his forgivenefs. ~Suchterms
I am perfuaded the great and righteous God will hold us to,
and that 1t will be in vain for us fo hope to efcape with impu-
nity in any other way. This I am convinced of with regard
to myfelf, and this way I'moft folemnly propofe to take my-
felf (if God in his mercy fhall give me opportunity) that {o by
making free confeflion. to God and man of my {in and guilt,
and publicly taking fhame to mylelf thérefor, I may give glory

1o
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to the God of Ifrael, and:do what'in me lies, ta clear the mes
mory of ithat venerable man from the ‘wrongs and ipjuries I was’
fo a&we in bringing on his reputation ‘and charaéter; and L
thank ' God that . he has been pleafed to fpare my:life and op-~
portunity therefor to this time, aud ‘am forry that 1 have delay~
ed ‘the affair fo long. f

Although I made the funﬁanee of almoft all the foregnmq
refleftions in writing, but not. exatly in the fame manner to!
Mr. Edwards and the brethren who: adhered to him, in MrJ
Edwards’s life, and before he removed from S Stockbridge, and
I have teafon to believe that he, from his great candor and
charity, heartily. forgave me -and. prayed for me : yet becaufe
that was not generally known, I look on myfelf oblwedto take
further fieps; for while I Lept filence, my bones waxed old,
&ec.

For all thefe my grcat fins therefor, in the firft place, 1
humbly and mofl earneltly alk forgivenels of God'; nextly, of
the relatives and near friends of Mr. Edwards. I alfo alk the
forgivenels of all thofeiwho were galled, Nr. Edwards’s adhe-
rents; and of all the members of the ecclefiaftical councils
above mentioned; and lalily, of all chriflian people, who have
had any knowlege of the matters abovefaid, or any of them.

I have no defire, Sir, that you fhould make any fecret of
this-letter ;. but defire you. would commu.nxcate the fame to
whom you fhalljadglc proper, and 1 purpofc (1f God fhalt give
me opportunity) to procure it to be publifhed in fome one of
the public news papers ; for I ¢an not devife any other way of
maLmb Lnown my fentiments of the foregoing matters to all
who ought to be acquainted therewith, and thercfore I think I
ought to do it, whatever remarks I may forclee will be made
thereon.

Probably when it,comes out, fome of my acquamtance will
pronounce me -quite over run with vapours ;_ others will be
furnifhied with matter for mxrth and p]eafantry others will
curforily pafls it over as re]atmg to matters quite flale ; but
fome I ‘am perfuaded will rejoice to fee me brought to a fenfe
of mv fin and daty ;' and I mylelf fhall be confcmus that ] have
done {fomething of what the nature of the cafe admits, towards
undoing what is, and long has been, to my greateft remorfe
and’ trouble that it was ever done.

Sir, T defire that nonc would entertain a thought from my

having g fpoken refpetifully of Mr. Edwards, that I am difaffeét-
ed
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ed to our prefent paftor ; for. the very reverfeis triie; and I
have areverend efteem, real value, and hearty affefiion for him, .
and blefs God, that be ‘has notwithftanding all our unworthi-;
nefs, .given us one to fucceed Mr, Edwards, who (as 1 have
reafon to hope) is truly faithful.

I conclude this long letter, by heartily defiring your prayers,
that my repentance of my . fins above mentioned nay be un-
feigned -and genuine, and fuch as God in infinite mercy for.
Chrift's fake will accept; And I beg leave to fubferibe myfelf,

Sir, your real, though very unworthy fiiend,

and obedient fervant,

JésgPHHAWLEY.

§ &l s i wER

His M1ss10N fothh INprans at STocK-
BRIDGE, &, '

YV HE Indian Miffion at Stockbridge (a town in the weftern
_ part of the province of the Mallachufetts-Bay, fixty miles
from Northampton) being vacant by the death of the Jate Reve-
rend Mr. Sergcant, the honoted and reverend commitfioners for
Indian affairs, in Bofton, who have the care and diré@ion of i,
applied to him, as the moft fuitable perfon they could think of
to betruft with that miffion." And he was at the fame time in4
vited by the inhabitants of Stockbridge ; and being advifed by
the council, above mentioned, to accept of the invitation, he
repaired to Stockbridge ; and ‘was introduced and fixed as miffi-
onary to the Indians there by an ecclefiaftical council ecalled for
that purpofe, Auguft 8, 1751.
hen Mr. Edwards firlt engaged in the miffion, there was
a hopeful profpe& of its being extenfively ferviceable, under his
care and influence ; not only to that tribe of Indians which was
fettled at Stockbridge, but among the Six Nations: fome of
whom were coming to Stockbridge to fettle, and bring their
own, and as many of their neighbours children as they could get §
to be educated ‘and jnflrudled there;  For this end, a houfe21 for
a bpard-
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2 boarding fchool, which was proje€ted by, Mr. Sergeant, was
¢refted on a tradt of land appropriated to that ufe by the Indi-
ans at Stockbridge : where the Indian children, male and fe-
male were to be educated, by being clpathed and fed, and inftruc-
ted by proper perfons in ufeful learning. "And the boys to.be
learned hufbandry or mechanic-trades, ‘and the girls all- forts of
women’s work. For the encouragement of which, fome gene-
rous fubfcriptions were ‘'made’ both in' Eugland and America.
And the great and general court of the province of the Malfa~-
chufetts-Bay, did much to promnote the affair, and provided lands:
for the Mohocks to fettle on, who 1hould iricline to come. And:
the generous Mz, Hollis, to encourage‘“die thing, ordered twen~
ty-four Indian children to be educated on the fame footing, whol-
1y at his coft.  Alfo the fociety in London, for propagating the
gofpel among the Indians-inand-about New=England, diredted
their commiflioners in Bofton to do confiderable towards this
defign.

Béut partly by reafon of fome unhappy differences that took
place among thofe who had the chief management of this affair
at Stockbridge,” of “whith'a particular account 'would not ba
proper in this ‘place ; and partly by the war breaking out be-
tween England and France, which is generally very fatal to
fuch /affairs among Indians, this' hopeful | profpe¢t came to
potiting. ~ ]

Mr, Edwards’s labours weré attended with no remarkable
vifible fuccefs while at Stockbridge : though he performed the
bufinefs of his miflion to the good acceptance of the inhabitants
in general, both Englifh andcindians, and of the com'miﬂion-:
ers, who fupported him honorably, and confided very muchin
his judgment and wifdom in all matters relating to the miffion;

Stockbridge proved to Mr. Edwards a more quiet, and, on
many accounts, a much more comfortable- fituation than he
was in before. - It being {o much in one corner of the coun-
try, his time was not {o much taken up with company, as it
was at Northampton, though many of his friends, from almoft
all parts of the land, often made him pleafant and profitable
vifits, And he had not fo much concern and trouble with
other churches as he was obliged to have when at Northamp-
ton, by being frequently fought to for advice, and called to
aflift in ecclefiaftical councils. Here therefore he followed his
heloved ftudy more clofely, and to better purpole than ever.
In thefe fix years he doubtlefs made fwifter advances in know-
lege than ever before, and added :nore to his manufcripts than
in apy {ix years of his life. And



-

9% The L1rE of the Reverend

And this was probably ,as ufeful a part of Iis life as any.’
- For in this time he-wrote'the two laft books that have been
publifhed by him (of which a more particular account will be
given bereafter) by which he has doubtlefls greatly ferved the
church of Chrift, and will be.a blefling to many thoufands yet:
unborn. L KRR L s
"Thus, after his uprightne(s and faithfulnefs had been fuffici-
entlytiied at Northampton, his kind mafter provided for him
a quiet retreat, | which'was tendered the more fweet by the pre-
ceding {torm ;;and: ywhere He had a better opportunity to pur-
fue and finifh the:work God: had for-him to do. '

L
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His being made PRESIDENT:gf NEW-JERSEY
COoLLECGE; /s SICKRNESS and!DE AT H.
¥ Nhe 24th of 'September, x757,the Reve Mr.. Aaron
. Burr, Prefident of New. Jerfey College, died.—And ! at
the ‘next meeting of the T¥uftecs, Mr. Edwards was chofen
Kis fucceffor. ‘Tlie news of which was quite unexpefted, and
fiot a little furprizing to him. " He lookéd on himfelf in many
refpelis fo ‘u’nqualiﬁe(i ‘for:that bufiriefs, that he wondered that
genilemen, of {o'good judgment, and fo well acquainted *with
him, as he knew fome of the Truftées’ wefe,’ thould think of
ki for’ that place. "' He had many objetions in his own mind
-againft undertaking the bufinefs, both from his unfitnels, and
his particular circumftances § yét could not cértainly determiné
that it was not his duty to accept. " The following extraét of 4
letter which he wrote to the Truftees, 'will'give the reader a
view of his fentiments and exercifes on this ‘occafion, as well
as of the great defigns he was deeply engaged'in, and zealoufly
profecuting, ' g

Stockbridge, -
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Stockbridge, 1gth Oflaber 1757+
Reverend and Honored Gentlemen,

Woas not a little furprized, on receiving the unexpefled.fo-
I tice of your havin%l»made choice of me to fucWed the late
Prefident Burr, as the head of Naffan Hall. I am much in
doubt whether 1 am called to undertake the bufinefs, which
you have done me the unmerited honor to choofe me for—
If fome regard may be had to my outward comfort, I might
mention the many inconveniencies and great detriment, which
muft be fuftained, by my removing with my numerous family,
fo far from all the eftate I have in the world (without any prol-
pect of dilpofing of it, under prefent circumftances, without
lofing it, in great part) now when we have {carcely got over
the trouble and damage {uftained by our removal from North-
ampton, and have but juft began to have our affairs in a com-
fortable fituation for a fubfifience in this place ; and | the, ex-
pence I muft immediately be at to, put wyfelf into circum-
ftance tolerably: comporting with the needful fupport of the
honor of the office I am invited to ; which will not weil con-
{ift with my ability.—But this is not my main obje&ion : The
chief difficulty in'my mind, in the way of accepting this im-
‘portant and arduous office, are thefe two : Firt my own. de-
fets, unfitting me for fuch an undertaking, many of which are
generally known ; befides other, which my own heart s con-
{cious to.—TI have a conflitution in many refpeéts peculiarly
unhappy, attended with flaccid {olids, vapid, fizy and fecarce
fluids, and a low tide of fpirits ; often occafioning a kind of
childifh weaknels and contemptiblenef(s of fpeech, prefencerand
demeanor ; with a difagreable dulnefs and ftiffuels, much un-
fiting me for converfation, but more efpecially for the govern-
ment of a college.—This poornefs of conflitution makes me
. thrink at the thoughts of taking upon me, in the decline of
* life, fuch a new and great bufinefs, attended with fuch a mul-
tiplicity of cares, and requiring fuch a degree of atlivity, alert-
nels and fpirit of government ; clpecially as fucceeding one,
{o remarkably well qualified in thefe refpeéis, giving ocealion
to every one to remark the wide differcnce. 1 am alfo defi-
cient in fome parts of learning, particularly in Algebra, and
the higher parts of Mathematics, and in the Greek Claffics ;
any Greek learning having beea chicfly in the new - teftament,

The
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The other thing is this ; that my engaging in this bufinefs,
will not well conlift, with thofe views, and that courfe of em-
ploy in my ftudy, which have long engaged, and f{wallowed
up m)f' mind, and been the chief entertainment. and delight of
my life.— : ‘ NE TR Cindy

yArxd here, honored firs, (emboldened by the tefimony Ihave
now received of your unmerited efleem, to'rely on your can-
dor) 1 will with frecdom open myfelf 1o you.'

My meihod of ftudy, from my firft beginning the work of
the miniflry, has been'very much by ‘writing; applying myfelf
in this way, to improve every important hiat ; purfuing the
clewto my utmoft, when any thing in reading, 'meditation or
converfation, hasbeen {fuggefted fo my mind, that feemed to
promife light in any weighty point—Thats penning what ap-
peared to me my beflt thoughts, on innumerable fubjeéts for
my own benefit.——The longer I profecuted my fludies in
this ‘method, the more habitual it became, and the more plea-
fant and profitable I found it.—The further I travelled in this
way, the more and wider the field opened, which has occafion-
ed my laying out mapy things, in .my mind, to do in this
manner, 1f God fhould fpare my life,  which my heart hath
been much upon : particularly many things againft moft of
the prevailing errors of the prelent day, which I cannot with
any patience fee maintained (to the utter fubverting of the gof-
pel of Chnft) with fo high a hand, and fo long continued a
triumph, with fo little controul, when it appeats fo evident to
me, that there is truly no foundation for any of 'this glorying
and infult.—} have already publithed fomething on one of "the
main points in difpuate between the Arminians and Calvinifts:
and have itin view, God willing (as Lhave already fignified
to'the public) in like manner to confider all the other contro-
verted points, and have done much towards a prepara!iot_l‘fqr
it But befides thefe, T have had on my mind and heart
(which I long ago began, not with any view to publication) a
great work, which I call a Hiflory of the Work of Redemption,
a body of divinity in an entire new method, being thrown in-
to the form of an’ hiftory, confidering the affair of chriftian
Theology, as the whole of it, in each part, ftands in reference
to thé great work of redemption by Jefus Chrift ; which 1 fup-
pofe is to be the grand defign of all God’s defigns, and the
fummum and ultimum of all the divine operations and decrees ;
particularly confidering all parts of the grand fcheme i their

hiftorical
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hiftorical order.—The order of their exiftence, or their being
brought forth to view, in the courfe of divine difpcnfations,"
or the wonderful leries of fucceflive afls and events ; ‘begin-
ning from eternity and defcending from thence to - the great
work -and fucceflive difpenfations of . the infinitely wife God
in' time, confidering the chief events coming to pafs in the
church of God, and revolutions in the world of mankind, af~
fetting the flate of the church and the affair of redemption,
which we have account of in hiftory or prophecy ; until at laft
we come to the general rcfurrefiion, laft judgment, and con-
fulmmation of all things ; when it thall be faid, I¢7s done. [
am Alpha end Omega, the Beginning and the End. Concluding
1y work, with the confideration of that perfeft ftate of things,
which fhall be finally fettled, to laft for eternity. This
hiftory will be carried on with regard to all three worlds, Hea-
ven, Earth and Hell : confidering the connetted, fucceflive
events and alterations, m each fo far as the fcriptures give any
lizht ; introducing all parts of divinity in that order which 1s
molt {criptural and moft natural : which is a method which
appears to ine the moft beautiful and entertaining, wherein
every divine dotrine, will appear to greateft advantage .in the
bri thteft light, in the moft ftriking manner, fhewing the ad-
mirable contexture and harmony of ﬁhe whole.

I have alfo for my own profit and entertainment, done much
towards another great work, which I call the Harmony of the
0ld and New T:flament in three parts—The firlt confidering
the prophecies of the Mefiiah, his redemption and kingdom ;
the evidences of their references to the Mefliah, &c. comparing
them all one with another, demonftrating thei¥ agrecmqn‘t and
true fcope and fenfe: alfo confidering all the various pafiiculars
wherein thefe prophecies have their exa&t fulfilment ; thewing
the univerfal, precife, and admirable correfpondence between
prediétions and events. The fecond part : Confidering the
types of the Old Teftament, thewing the evidence of their being
intended as reprefentations of the great things of the gofpel of
Chrilt : and the agreement of the type with the antitype.—Ths
third and great part ‘confidering the harmony of the Old and
New Teftament, asto do&tine and precept.—In the courfe of
this work, I find therc will be occafion for an explanation of a
very great part of the holy feripture ; which may, in fuch a
view bz explained in a method, which to me feems. the molt

N entertaining
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entertaining ‘and profitable, beft tending to lead the mind to
a view of the true {pirit, defign, life and foul of the fcriptures, 45
well as to their proper ufe and improvement. 2
.. I have alfo many other things in hand, in fome of which I
have made great progrefs, which I will not” trouble you with
an account ofi—Some of thefe things, if divine providence fa-
vour, I fhould be willing to attempt a publication of——So
far as I myfelf am able to judge of what talents I have, for
benefiting my fellow creatures by word, I think I can write
better than [ can fpeak.

My heart is fo much in thefe fludies, that I cannot find it
in my heart to be willing toput myfelf intoan incapacity to pur-
fue them any more, in the future part of my life, to fich a de-
gree as I muft, if I undertake to go through the fume courfe
ofemploy, in the office of a prefident, that Mr. Burr did, in-
{tructing in all the languages, and taking the whole care of the
inftruction of one of the clafles in all parts of learning, befides
his other labors. IfT fhould fee light to determine me to ac-
cept the place offered me, T fhould be willing to take upon me
the work of a Prefident, fo far as it confifts in the general in-
{peélion of the whole fociety and fubfervient to the fchool, as
to their order and methods of ftudy and inftruftion, affifting
mylelf inimmediate infiruftion in the arts and fciences (as dif-
cretion fhould direét andjoccafion ferve, and the flate of things
require) efpecially the fenior clafs : and added to all thould be
willing to do the whole work of a profeflor of divinity, in
public and private leCures, propofing queftions to be anfwered,
and fome to be difcuffed in writing and free converfation, in
meetings of graduates and others, appointed in proper feafons
for' thefe ends.—It would be now out of my way, to {pend
timegin a conftant teaching of the languages ; unlefs it be the
Hebréw tongue, which 1 fhould be willing to improve myfelf
in, by infirufting others.

On the whole, I am much at a lofs, with refpeft to the
way of my duty in this important affair: I am in doubt,
whether if I thould engage in it, I fhould not do what both
you and I fhould be {orry for afterwards. Neverthelefs, I
think the greatnefs of the affair, and the regard due to fo
worthy and venerable a body, as that of the Truftees of Naf-
fau-Hall, requires my taking the matter into ferious confidera-
tion : And unlefs you fhould appear to be difcouraged, by the
things whichI have now reprefented, as to any further expc}&ation

A om
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from me, fhall proceed to alk advice, of fuch as T efleem moft
wile, fnendly and faithful ; if afier the mind of the, Commifs
ﬁoners in Bolton 1s Lnown it appears  that they confem to
leave me at hberty, with refpe&t to the bufinefs they have im=
ployed me in here.”

In: this fufpence he determined to afk the advice of a num-

ber of gentlemen in the miniftry, on whole judgment and
friendfhip he could rely, and to aft accordingly. . Who upon
his, and his people’s defire, mét at Stockbridge, January 4}
1758. And having heard Mr. Edwards’s reprefentation of
the matter; and wl)at his people had to fay by way of objeétion
2gainft his removal, determined it was his duty to accept of
the invitation to the preﬁdency of the college:
2 When' they publtfhed their judgment and advice to Mr.
Edwards and his people, he appeared uncommonly moved and
affeéied with it, and fell into tears on the occafion ;*which was
very unufual for kim; inthe prefence of others: and foon af:
ter faid to the gentlemen ‘who had given their advice, that it
was matter of wonder:to him, that they could fo eafily, as they
appeared to do, gct over ithe objettions he had made againit
his removal, to be the head of a college ; whichappeared great
and weighty to him. Butas he thought it his duty to be di-
refted by their advice, be fhould now endeavor cheerfully to
undertake it, believing he was in the way of his duty.

Accordingly, having-had, by the’application of the truflees
of the college, the confent of the commxfﬁorxers to refign their
miffion ; he girded up his loins, and fet off from btockbndge
for Princeton in January. He left hi ily at Stockbridge,
not to be removed until fpring. He had two - daughters at
Princeton, Mrs. Burr, the widow of the late Prefident Burr,
and his oldeft daughten that was anmarried;

His arrival at Princeton was to the great fatisfaétion and joy
of the college.  And indeed all .the greateft friends to the col-
lege, and to the intereft ‘of religion, were hlgh]y {atisfied and
pleafed with the appointment of Mr. Edwards to the prefidency
of that college, and -had their hopes:and expettations greatly
raifed hereby. And his correfpondents and friends, and well-
wifhers to the college in Scotland, greatly approved of it.

The corporation met as foon as could be with conveniency,
after his arrival at the college, when he was by them fixed m
the prefident’s chair.

\Vhile
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While at Princéton, before his ficknefs, he preached inthe
college-hall from. Sabbath to Sabbath, to the great acceptance
of the bearers s but did nothing as prefident, unlefs it was to
give out fome queftions in: divinity to the fenior clafs, to be an-
{wered before him; each one having opportunity 1o ftudy and
write what he thougbt proper upon them. When they came
together to - anfwer ‘them, they found fo much entertainment
and profit by it, efpecially by the light and inftruétion-Mr. Ed-
wards communicated in what he faid-upon the queftions, when
they had delivered' what they had to fay, that they fpoke of it
with the greateft fatisfation and ‘wonder. 22 £

During this time,’ Mr. Edwards feemed to. enjoy . an uncoms
mon degree of the: prefence of God.: 'He told his daughters,
he had had great exercife, concern andfear, relative ta:his enis
gaging in that bufinels ; but fince:it now#ppeared, fo faras he
could fee, that he::was called of .God to that pléce and wozk]
he did cheerfully devote himfelf to it, leaving himifelf and the
event with God, to order what feemed to Him good.! "
- The Small-pox had now become very common in the coun+
try, and wes then at Princeton, and!likely:to fpreadi:': And as
Mr. Edwards had never had 1t; and inoculation was then: prag=
tifed with greatifuccefs in thofe parts, he propofed to be:inocus
Jated, if the phyfician fhould -advife to it, and the corporation
would give their confent. : v erakty e badimx

Accordingly, by the advice of the phyfician, and confent of
the corporationy he was - inoculated February 14+ He had it
favorably,: and 1t: was thonght all danger was over: ' But a fe-~
condary fever fetin; and by reafon of a number of puftles in
his throat, the obffru&ion was fuch, that the medicines necef-
{ary to ftanch the fever, could not be adminiftered. - It there-
fore raged umtil at put an end. to his life on the ‘22d of March
1758, 1n the g5th year of his age. ;

After he was fénfible that he.thould not fumvive that: ficknefs,
a little before his death, he called- his daughter to him, who
attended himin his ficknefs, and: addreffed ber in a few words,
which were immediately taken down in writing, as near as
could be recolletted, and are as follows :——

“ DEAR Lucy,

¢ It feems tolme‘to be the will of God that I muft fhortly

¢ leave you ; thercfore give my kindeft love to my-dear wife,

 and tell her, thattlic dncommon unicn, which bas fo long
i “ fubfified
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v« fubfifted between us; has been of Hawxch a: na'ure, as I trif¥ is
s {piritual, and: therefore will continhe forever:s And1 hdpe
¢ the fhall be fupported under {6 great atrial, and, fubsitthedsd
« fully to the will of God. . And asto'my: chxldren, You are
“ mow like to be lefv fatherlefs, which I hope will beran;ins
“ ducement to you all'tQ feeka:Father, who will never fail you.

¢ Andas to-my fmxemi :bwould have it.to be like-Mr. Burrls ¥
“lands any'addltmnalﬁzrincf money; that might be expeed;to’
¢ beJaidrout thatway; Iwould/have:it dlfpofed of ta- chnnta-
¢ bleiufes: i# v 34 1o [518)

tivHe faid but very little/inihis ficknefs ;: but was an admxrab‘e
inflance of patience and refignation to the laft.  Juftoat'the
clofe of his life, as fome perfons, who ftood by, and expefied
he would breathe his laft ina few minutes, were lamentng his
death not only as a great frown on the college but as having
a dark afpeét on the mtcreﬁ of rehblon in general ; to their
furprize, not 1magmmg “that he heard, or would ever {peak
anather word, he,faid, ¢ TRUST IN GOD, AND YE
NEED" NOT FEAR * Thefe were his laft words.  And
what could have beést ‘niore fuitable to the ‘occafion!  And
what need of more ! In thefe is as much matter of infiru&ti.
on and fupport, as if he had wrote a volume. This is the on!
confolation to his bereaved friends, who are fenfible of the
lofs they, and the church of Chrift have fuftained 1n his death ;
God is allfufficiént, and flill has. “the care of has church.

He appeared to have the umnterrupted ufe of his reafon to
the' laft, and died with a8 niich calmnefs and Compo[ure to
all appcarance, as that mth wl'uch one goes to ﬂeep

. “The

“#. Préfident Burr ordered én his death bed [ that’ his funeral fhould
not’ be attended with 'that powp and coff, bv procuring and giving
away a.great number of coftly: xnoarmng {carfs, &c. and the cenf: amp-
tion of: great .quantities .of fpmtuous Liquors 3 which is an extrava-
gance that is become too cuftpmary.in thofe parts, efpecially at the fu-
nerals of the great and the rich and that nothmg fhould be exp ended
but what 'was agreeablc to the diftates of chriftian decency. And
that'the fum which muft be expended at'a modifh funeral, over and

above the neceffary coft of a decent one, fhould be given to ‘the poor,
cut of his eftdte, :

it is to be withed and hoped, that the Taudable ezample cf thefs
two worthy Prefidents, in which they bear their .dyi mg teftimony
againft a praftice fo unchriftiar, -and of fuch bad tf*nuch} fo many
wa~s, wiil have fome good effett,
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. The phyfician who inoculated ‘and ‘conftantly attended hime
in his ficknefs, Insthefollowing words in his letter to:Mrst
Edwards on this occafion 17 Never did any mortal man more
* fully and clearly evidence the fincerity of all his profeflions,
% by:one continued, urniverfal, calm, cheerful refignation and
¢ -patient fubmiflion, to the divine will; through every ftagé of
4 liis difeafe; tHan!he.: Not fo-much as one difcontented’ex-
“ prefhion, nor the teaft appearancesof murmuring through the
‘.whale.. And neyer did any perfon expire with more per-
¢ fet freedom from pain: not fo much as one diftorted hair;
“/but:an the moft proper:fenfe of:the: 'words, he really fell
“afleep.” ok it I8 st do skt
i M G 4 LA AR )
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MR. Edwards has left a great many: volumes in manufeript,
' which he wrote in 2 mifcellaneous way on almoftall fub-
jefls in divinity ; which he did, not with any defign they fhould
ever be publifhed in the form inwhich they are ; butfor the fatis-
fatlion and improvement of his own mind, and that hemightre-
tain theshoughts which appeared tohimworth preferving. Some
idea of the progrefs.hie ‘had made, and the materials he had col-
Jelted in this way, he gives inthe foregoing letter to'the Truf-
- tees of Naffau-Hall."He has wrote tnuch on the prophecies of
the ‘Mefliah,” Juflification, the Didinity “of Chrift, and" the
Eternity of Hell Torments. He wrote 2" great deal on the
Bible, in the fame way, by opening his thoughts on particular
pallages of it, as they occurred to him in reading or meditati-
on ; by which he has caft much light,on many parts of the Bi-
blé, which has efcaped otzer interpreters. _And by which his
great and painful attention to the Bible, and making it the only
rule of his faith, are manifefl. ¥ If
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If the public was willing to be at the coft, and publifhing
books of divinity met with as much gncouragement now, as it
has fometimes, there might be a number of volumes publifhed
from his manufcripts, which would afford a great deal of new
light and entertainment to the church of Chrift: though they
would be more imperfe&, than if he himfelf had prepared them
for public view. ' L Vi

As the method he took to have his mifcellaneous writings in
fuch order, as to be able with eafe to turn to any thing he had
wrote upon a particular fubjeét, when be had occafion, 1s per-
haps as good as any, if pot the beft that has been propoled to
the public ; fome account of it will here be given, as what
may be of advantage to young ftudents, who have not yet gone
into any method, and are difpofed to improve their minds by
writing.

He numbered all his mifcellaneous writings.  The firft thi;lg
he wrote is No. 1, the fecond No. 2, and fo on. And when
he had occafion to write on any particular fubje&, he firft fet
down the number, and then wrote the fubject in capitals or large
chara‘&er, that it might not cfcape his eye, when he fhould have
occafion to turn to it. As for inftance, if he was going to write
on the happinefs of Angels, and his laft No. was 148, he would
begin thus—i149. ANGELS, their Harpiness.—And when
he had wrote what he defigned at that time on that fubje&, he
would turn to an alphabetical table which ' he kept, and under
the letter A, he would write, Angels, their happinefs, if this
was not already in his alphabet ; and then fet down the number,
149, clofe at the right hand of it. And if he had occafion to
write any new thoughts on this fame fubjec ; if the number
of his mifcellanies was increafed, fo that his laft number was
261, he would fet down the number 262, and then the fubjed,
as before.  And when he had done writing for that time, be
turned to his table, to the word Angcls ; and at the right hand
of the number 149, fet down 162. By this means he had no
occafion to leave any chafms : but began his next fubjet where
he left off his laft. ~"The number of his mifcellaneous writings
ranged in this manner, amounts to above 1400. And yct by a
table contained on a fheet or two of paper, any thing he wrote
can be turned to, at pleafure.

3
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Sepicipin 0 N 1f:~‘
His PUBLICATIONS.

MR. EDWARDS was greatly eftecmed and famed as an
AUTHOR, both in Europe and America. His pub:
lications naturally raifed in the reader of tafte and judgment,
‘an opinion of his greatnefs and ‘piety.” "His, books met with a
good reception in_Scotland efpecially, and procured him great
efteem and applaufe there. A pentleman of note there for his
fuperior genius and talents, has the following words concern-
iig Mr. Edwards, in a letter to one of “his correfpondents in
“America, * T looked on bim as incomparably the greateft
' divine and philofopher'in Britain or her Colonies ; ‘and re-
« joiced that one fo eminently qualified for teaching "divinity
« was choferr Prefident of New-Jerfey, Collége,” And in ano-
ther-letter the fame gentleman fays, * Ever fince I was ac-
¢ quainted with Mr. Edwards’s writings, I have looked upon
* him as the greatelt divine this age has produced. ' And a
« Rev. gentleman lately from Holland,: fays, That Mr. Ed-
« wards’s writings, ‘clpecially on' the Freedom of the Will,
« .were hadingreateftecm there : that the profeflors of the cele-
<brated academy, prefented their compliments to Prefident
¢ Edwards. © Several members of ‘the ‘claflis of Amiterdam
« ‘gave their thanks, by him, to pious Mr. Edwards, for" his
« juft obfervations on Mr. Brainerd’s life ;" which book was
«tranflated in H_‘Qlland, and was highly approved of by the
« Univerfity of Utreét—-."

A brief account of what he publifhed is therefore here fub-
joined. ‘

A Sermon preached at Bofton, on 1 Cor. i. 29, 30, 31.
with a preface by one of the miniflers of Bofton.

A Sermon preached at “Northampton, in the year 1724,
from Math. xvi. 17, intitled, A divine and fupernatural Light
ummediately imparted to the foul,, by the Spirit of God.

The Narrative which has been mentioned, wrote Nov. 6,
1736, which was firft printed in*London, and recommended
by Dr. Watts, and Dr. Guyfe ; and had two editions there.
And then it had another edition in Bofton, in the year 1738,
recommended by four of the fenior Minifters in Bofton. 'To
which were prefixed five difcourfes on the following fubjets.
: : L. Juftifi-

»

-

-
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1. Jultification by faith alene. II. Preffing into the king-

dom of God. 1II. Ruth’s refolution. IV. The juflice of

God in the damnpation of Sinners. V. The excellency of
Jefus Chrift.

Delivered at Northampton, chiefly at the time of the wons
derful pouring out of the Spirit of Ged there.

. The difcourfe on Juftification by faith alone, may be res
commended as one of the beft things that has been wrote on
that fubjeét ; fetting this truth mn a moft plain, fcriptural, and
convincing light ; and as wel worthy the careful perufal of all
chriftians ; efpecially candidates for the miniftry. The other
difcourfes are ‘excellent, having much divinity in them, and
tending above molft that are publifhed, to awaken the conftience
of the finner, and infiruét and quicken the chriflian:

A Serinon preached at Fnfield, July 8, 1741, intitled, Sin-
ners in the hands of an angry God. Preached at a time of
preat awakenings there ; and attended with remarkable impref-
fions on many of the hearers. 4

A Sermon on the diflinguifhing marks of a work of the
Spirit of God, preaclied at New-Haven, Sept. 10, 1741, from
1 Joha iv. 1. publifhed with great enlargements. ~This was
reprinted in Scotland.

Sowe thoughts concerning the prefent revival of religion in
New-England, and the way in which it ought to be acknow-
ledged and promoted, humbly offered to the public, in a trea-
tifc on that {ubjet, in five parts.  Publithed in the year 1742.
This had a fecond edition in Scotland. ,

A treatife concerning religious affefiions. . Publifhed in
the year 1746. Thefe three laft have been mentioned before, -
with the particular occafion and defign of their publication.

A treanfe ntitled, An humble attempt to promote explicit
agreement, and vifible union of God’s people in extraordinary
prayer, for the revival of religion, &c. Recommended by five
of the principal minifters in Bofton. Publifhed in 1747. In
which he fhews his great acquaintance with feripture, and his
a}t:euiion to, and good under§anding of the prophetic part of
1t, ] .

An account of the life of the Rev, Mr. David Brainerd, mini«
fter of the gofpel and miffionary to the Indians, &ec. whth rea
flefliongand obfervations thereon. Publithed in the year 1749.

An enquiry (nro the qualifications for full communion m

‘the vifible euvich. Publithed in the year 1749, intended as

3 O a8
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an explanation and vindication of his prmc:p!es in lhe ma‘i
which occafioned his difmiffion from Nerthampton.

A reply ta the Rev. Mr. William’s anfwer to.the forcr"cn-
tioned inquiry. Publifhed in the year 1752. i '

A Sermon preached at Newark, ‘before the S]nod Sept.
28, 1752, from Jam. il 19. mutled True grace diftinguith-
ed from 1he ezpenence of Devils.

A carefnland firiét inquiry into the modern prevailing ‘nos
tion of that freedom of will, which is fuppofed to' be ellential
to moral agency, &c. Pubhfhe(l in the year 1754
. This is juflly thought by good_]udges to be one of the grea-
tell efforts of the human mind, that has appeared, at-leaft in
this centwry. In which the author fhews that force and
firength of mind, that judgment, penetration and accuracy of
thought, that juﬁly intitles him to the chara&er of one of the
greateﬁ genius’s of this age.  This treatife doubtlefls goes fur-
ther towards fettling the main points ‘in conlroverfy between
Calvinifts and Armnians, than any thing that has been wrote :
he having herein :abundantly demouﬁratcd the chief principles
on which Arminians build their whole fcheme to be falfe and
moft abfurd. : Whenever therefore this booL comes to be
generally attended to, it will doubtlefs prove fatal to Armi-
nian‘and Pelagian principles. T 'his was reprmted in London,
Anno 1762 : and has been intreduced by the Rev. T. Clap,
Prefident of Yale College, to be recited there by the Students.

The great chriftian doSirine of Original Sin defended ; evi-
dences of its truth produced and arguments to the comrary
anfwered. Contalqmg, in particular, a reply to the objetlions
and’ a!gumgs of Dr. John Taylor, &c. Publithed in the year
1758.  This was in'the prefs when he died.

Befides thefe, he publifhed feveral Ordination Sermons,
ar;d fome others, preached upon particular occafions.

-

APPENDIX,
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ADPPEND T X Noxl:

’

Contairing a brief ACCOUNT of Ms. EsTHER
B U R R, and fome Extralls of LET TER S wrote by her.

A RS. BURR and her children were inoculated at the fame
time her father was, and were recovered when he died.
But after the was perfeétly recovered to all appearance, fhe was
fuddenly feized with a violent diforder, which cartied her'out of
the world in a few days’; and which the phyfician faid he could
call by no name but that of a Meffenger fent, fuddenly to call
her out of the world. She died Apnl 7, 1758, fixteen days af-
ter her father, in the 27th year of her age. She was mairied,
to Mr. Burr, June 29, #7525 by him fhe had two children, a
fon and a daughter.

Mis. Burr exceeded moft of her fex in the beauty of her per-
fon ; and in a decent and eafy’ gefture, behaviour and conver—
fation': not (HfF and ftarch on the one hand, nor mean and in-
decent on the other, in her unaffe@ed, natural freedom with
perfons of all ranks, with whom fhe converfed. Her genius was
rauch more than common. . She had a lively, fprightly imagi-
nation, a quick and penetrating thought, and a good judgment.
She had a peculiar finartnefs in her make and temper, which
yet was confiftent with pleafantnefs and good nature: and fhe
knew how to be pleafant and facetious. without trefpailing on
the bounds of gravity, or ftict and ferious religion.  In thort,
fhe feemed to be formed to pleafe, and efpecially to pleafe one
of Mr. Burr’s tafle and talents, in whom he was excecding hap-
py. But what crowned all her excellencies, and was her chief
glory, wis lier Relzgion. ~She was hopefully converted when
the was feven or eight years old ; and the made a public pro-
feflion of religion when fhe was about fifteen years of age ; and
tier converfation and conduct to her death, was exemplury and as
becometh godlinefs. = But as her religious fentiinents and*exer-
cifes; will beft be underftood by thofe who were ftrangers to hery
by her own words ; the following extra&s are made from letters
which {he wrote nat long before her death, | :

Vi « Ths

)

" ¢
»

»
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‘The following is an extra& from a letter fhe wrote to her
mother, not long after Mr. Burr’s death, dated at Princeton,
October 7, 1757. After giving fome accountof Mr. Burr’s
death, and reprefenting the fenfe fhe had of the greatnefs of the
lofs the and her children had fuftained, fhe writes in the follaw-
ingwords : " - ; F

¥ O doubt, dear Madam, it will be fome comfort to you,

-to hear that God has not utterly forfaken, although he.
has caft down, 1 would fpeak it to the glory of God’s name,
that I think he hasin an uncommon degree difcovered himfulf
to be an allfufficient God, a full fountain of all good. Al-
though all ftreams were cut of; yet the fountain is left full.

- ¢ I think I have been enabled to calt my care upon him,and
have found great peace and calm in my mind, fuch as this world
cannot give, nor take. . S

[ have had uncommon freedom, and nearnefs to the throne
of grace. God has feemed fenfibly near in fuch a fupporting and
lc:imforting manger, that I think I have never expérienced the
ike.

- God has helped me to review my palt and prefent mercies,
with fome heart-affecting degree of thankfulnets.

*¢ I think God has given me fuch a fenfe of the vanity of the
world, and uncertainty of all {ublunary enjoyments, as I never
had before.  The world vanithes out of my fight. Heavenly
and cternal things appear much more real and 1mportant than
ever before, I feel myfelf to be under much greater obligati-
ons to be the Lord’s, than before this {ore affliétion-

¢ The way of falvation by faith in Jefus Chrift has appeared.
more clear and excellent ; and I have been conftrained to ven-
ture my All upon Him ; and have found great peace of foul, in
what I hope has been attings of faith. Some pasts of the
Pfalms have been very comforting and refrefhing to my foul.

“ 1 hope God has helped me to eye his hand in this awful
difpenfation ; and to fee the infinite right he has to his own,
and to difpofe of them as he pleafes.

“ Thus, dear Madem, T have givea you fome broken hints
of the exercifes and fupports of my mind, fince the death of
#iM, whofe memory and example, will ever be precious to me
as my own life,

- 40, dear Madam! I doubt not but I have your, and my
honored fathers pravers daily for me 5 but give me leave to in-
treat you both. to requefi earneftly of the Lord, that I may neyer
defpifc his challenings, ner faint under this lis {evere i’fi‘{oie 3

£ ' *Q hic



KRy BN i R s

which T am fenfible there is great danger of, if Ged fhould only
deny me the fupports that he has hitherto gracioufly cranted.

« O, I am atraid I fhall condué fo as to bring dithonor on
my God, and the religion which I profefs =—No, rather let me
dic this moment, than be left to bring dithoror on God's holy
name, I am overcome——I muit conclude with once more
begging, that as my dear parents remember themfelves, they
yould not forget their greatly affliGted daughter, {now a lonely
widow) nor her fatherlefs children. -

“ My duty to my ever dear and honored parents, love to
my brothers and fiters. From, :

Decar Madam,

your dutiful and affectionate daughier,

. EstTr e Bu rr?

« To my ever honored Father.

Princeton, November 2, 1757.

»

& HoxNoRED SIR; "’

“ OUR moft affeGionate, comforting letter by my brother,

was exceedingly refrefhing to me, although I was fome-
thing damped by hearing that I thould not fee you until fpring. *
But it is my comfort in this difappointment, as well as under
all my afflictions, that God knows whatis beft for me, and for
his own glory. Perhaps I lotted too much on the company
and converfation of fuch a near and dear and affeGionate father
and guide. I can not doubt but all is for the beft, and I am
fatisiied that God thould order the affair of your removal as (hall
be for his glory, whatever comes of me.

« Since 1 wrote my mother’s letter, God has carried me
through new trials, and given me new fupports. My little fon
has been fick with the flow fever, ever fince my brother leftus,
and has been brought to the brink of the grave. But I hope
in mercy God is bringing him up again. I was enabled to re-
fign the child (after a fevere ftruggle with nature) with the greateft

cadl

freedom

* When Mr. Edwards wrote the letter fhe refers to, he did not
think of going to Princeton till fpring; bat he afterwards detecmined
otherwile, and went in January, as is before related, P

+
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freedom. - God fthewed me that the child was not my own,
but his ; and that he had a right to recall what he had lent,
whenever he thought fit ; and 1 had no reafon to complain,
o fay God was bard with me.. This filenced me.
“ Bt O, how good 1s God'! He not only kept me from
camplaining, but comforted me by enabling me to offer up the
chald by faith, I think, if ever I aéted faith. I faw the fulnefs
there was 1n Chnift for little infants, and his willingnefs to ac-
cept of fuch as were offéred to him.  « Suffer little children
“'to come unto me, and forbid them not ;” were comforting:
words. IR %
“ God alfo fhewed mein fuch a lively manner, the fullnefs
there was in himfelf of all {piritual bleffings, that I faid, Al-
though all firgams were cut off, yet {o long as my God lives,
Ihave enough. He enabled me to fay, “ Although thou flay
“ me, yet will I truft in thee.”
. In’ this time of trial, I'was led to enter into a renewed
and explicit covenant with God, in a more-{olemn manner
than ever before ; and with the greatéft freedom and delight.
After much felf-examination and prayer, I did give up myfelf
and children to God, with my whole heart. Never until now,
had I a fenle of the privilege we are allowed in covenanting
with God! Thisatt of foul left my mind in a quiet and fleady
-truf} 1in God. PR A ISR T,

¢t A few days after this, one evening, in talking of the glo-
nious flate my dear departed hufband muft be in, my foul was
carried out in fuch longing defires after this glorious flatey that
1 was foreed to retire from the family to conceal my joy.
Waien alone, 1 was fo tranfported, and my foul carried out mn
fuch eager defires after perfefiibn, and the full enjoyment of
God, and to ferve him uninterruptedly, that I think my nature
would noet bave borne much more. I think, dear Sir, I had
that night a foretafte of hreaven. This frame continued in fome
good degree the whole night. I flept’ but little, and when I
did, my dreams were all of heavenly and divine things. Fre-
gnently fince, I have feli the fame 1o kind, though not in de-
gree. - Thus 2 kind and gracious God has been with me in fix
troubles, and in feven. :

“ But O Sir, what caufe of deep humiliation and abafe~
ment of foul have I, on account of remaining cotruption ;
which I fee working continually, efpecially pride! O, how
mauny thapes doth pride cloke itfelf in ! o

1 Satan

‘
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« Satan is alfo bufy fhooting his darts; but, bleffed be
God, thofe temptations of his, that uled to overthrow me, as
vet, have not touched me. O, to be delivered from the power
of fatan, as well as fin! I can not help hoping the time isnear.
God is certainly fitting me for himfelf ; and when 1 think it
will be foon that I fhall be called hence, the thought is tranf-
porting.”

APPENDIX, No IL

Containing a fhort fhetck of Mrs. EpwaRDSS LisE and
CHARACTER. .

RS. Sarah Edwards, the amiable confort of Prefident

A Edwards, did not long furvive him. In Scptember the

fet outin good heaith on a journey to Philadelphia, to take
care of her two orphan grandchildren, which were now in that
city ; and bad been, fince the death of Mrs. Burr. -As they
had no relations in thofe parts, Mrs. Edwards propofed to take
theminto her own family. She arrived there by the way of
Princeton, Sept. 21, in good health, having had a comforwmble
journcy. But in a few days fhe was fuddenly feized with a
violent dyfentery, which put an end to her life on the ffih
day, Ottober 2, 1758, in the 49th year of her age. She
faid not much in her ficknefs ; being exercifed moft of the time
with violent pain.  On the morning of the day {he died, fhe
apprehended her death was near': when fhe exprefied her en-
tire refignation to God, and defire that God might be glorifi-
ed in alf things ; and that fhe might be enabled to glorify him
. to the laft : and continued in fuch a temper, calm and refign-

ed, till the died.
Her remains were carried to Princeton, which is about 40
miles from Philadelphia, and depofited with. Mr. Edwards’s.
Thus they who were in their lives remarkably lovely and plea-
fant, in their death were not much divided. Here lic the fa-
‘ther and mother, the fon and daughter, who are laid together
in the grave, within the fpace of a little more than a year,
though a few months before their dwelling was more then 150
‘auiles apart, © Two prefidents of the fame college, and their
AL 8 conforts;
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conforts, than whom it will doubtlefs be hard to find four
perfons more valuable and ufeful ; in a few months are cut
off from the earth forever; and by a remarkable providence
are put, as it were, 1nto one grave ! And we the furvivorsare
left under the gloomy apprehenfion that' thefe righteous are
taken away from the evil to come ! ; '

Surely America is greatly emptied by thefe deaths ! ‘How

much knowledge, wi{dom and holinefs 1s gone from the earth
forever! And where are they who - fhall' make good their
ground !
» Mrs. Edwards was born in New-Haven, in Conne&icut,
Jan." 9, 1709—10. Her father was the Rev. Mr. James
Pierpoint, who was longan eminently godly and ufeful mini-
{ler of the golpel at New-Haven.* She was married to Mr.
Edwards, July 20, 1727, in the 18th year of her age.

Though Mrs. Edwards’s- full charafter will not be attempt-
ed here, yet it is thought proper-to mention a few things, in
which fhe excelled, and fet an -example worthy the imitation
of all.

She remembered her creator in the days of her youth, and
became truly and remarkably religious at about five years old.
‘Was a more than ordinary beautiful perfon ; of a pleafant,
agreeable countenance ; of an amiable, courteous converfaticn
and behaviour : the law of kindnefs was in her tongue.

She was eminent for her piety and experimental religion.
Religious converfation was much her dehght ; and thus the
promoted in all companies as far as was proper and decent for
her : and her difcourfe fhewed her underftanding in divine
things, and the grcat impreffion they‘had on her mind. The
friends of true religion, and they who were ready to engage -
in religious conveifation, and delighted in that which was molt
effential and praftical in true religion, were her peculiar
friends and intimates. To whom fhe would open her mind
freely, and tell them the exerciles of her own heart ; and
what God had done for her- foul, for their encouragement,

: ' and

" He was the cldeft fon of Mr. John Pierpoint of Roxbury, who
came out of England. . Her mother was Mrs. Mary Pierpoint, eldeft
daughter of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Hooker, minifter of the gofpel
at Farmington, in Conne@icut, and fon of the Rev. Mr. Thomas
Hooker, once minifter of the gofpel at Hartford, and famous A% B

Bl

divive, through all the churches in New-England, i TN
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and excitement in the ways of God. Her mind appeared, to
them who were moft converfant with her, conftantly to attend
to divine things, even on all occafions, and in all bufinels of
life. : S e

The religious dutiés of the clofet, the was a great friend to,
and took much delight in them. She highly prized {ocial wor-
fhip. Was wont to attend the private meetngs for religious
worlhip, which were kept up at Northampton, while Mr. Kd-
wards lived there. Andpromoted  and attended meetings of
perfons of her own fex only, in order for prayer and religious
converfztion.  She was a conftant attender on public worlnip ;-
and behaved with great gravity and {erioufnefs in the houfe of
GOds- A ¥ 4 ) p

She paid proper deference to Mr. Edwaids, and treated
him with decency and refpeét at all times. As he wasofa
weakly, infirm conflitution, and was peculiar and exat in his
dict, {he was atender nurfe to him ; chearfully attending upon
him at all times, and miniftering to his comfort * and {pared
no pains to conform to his inclinations, and make things agreea-
ble and comfortable to him. _

She accounted it her greateft glory, and that wherein fhe
could beft ferve God and her generation, 11 being a means ot
promoting Mr. Edwards’s comfort and ufefuluels in this way.
And no perfon of dilcerning could be converfant in the famly
without obferving and admiring the great harmony and mutual
love and efteem that lubfifted betwecn then.

When fhe herfelf laboured under bodily diforders and pains,
which was often the cale, fhe was not wont to be full of her
complaints, and put on a dejecied or four counienance, being
out of humour with every body and ¢very thing, as if ilie was
difregarded and negle@ed : but the, would vre up under then
with patience, and a kind of cheerfulnefs and gona humoun

She was a good ceconomifl, managing her houthold affatis
with difcretion ; 1 which fhe was laborious and Siiigent. She
was very careful that nothing thould be walted and lofh o And
often, when. the did any hing to fave a fmall marter, or digeti-
ed her children to do it in any inftance, or (aw thewn walie iny
thing ¢ {he would mention the: wotds of otir Saviour : which,
the faid, fhe often thought of, as coutaisting a maxitm wourr
remembering : when, as the realon wlhy his difeiples ihouid
gather up the fragments, he lavs, That mothing be (off.  She
took almoft the whole care of the temporal atlairsof the family,

£ without
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without doors and within : and in- this fhe was peculiarly fuit-
ed to Mr. Edwards’s difpofition, who chofe to have no care of
any worldly bufinefs.. . SRS B

She had an excellent way of governing her children : fhe
knewhow tomake them regard and’obey her cheerfully without
loud, angry words, or heavy blows. She feldom flruck her
children a blow ; and in {peaking to them ufed mild, gentle
and pleafant words. - If any corre€tion was needful, it was not
her manner to give it ina paffion. And-when fhe had ecca-
fion to reprove and rebuke, the would do it in few words,
without heat and noife, with 2l calmnefls and gentlenefs of
mind. And:n her direflions or reproofs, in any matters of
importance, fhe would addrefs herfelf to the reafon of her
children, that they might not only know “her inclination 'and
will, but at the fame time, be convinced of the reafonablenels
of it. ' She need:fpeak but once ; fhe was cheerfully obcyed ;
murmuring and anfwering again was not known ameng them.
And the kind and gentle treatment they had from their mother,
while the firiélly and punétualy 'maintained her parental autho-
rity, feemed naturally to beget and promote a filial regard and
refpett ; and lead . them to'a ‘mild, tender treatment of cach
other ; for quarelling and contention, as it frequently takes
place,among children, was not known among them. She care-
fully obferved the firft appearances of refentment and ill-will
towards any; in her young children ; and did not connive at
it and promote it, as many who have the care of children do,
but was careful to thew ber difpleafure at it, ahd fupprefs it to
her utmoft : not by angry, wrathful words and blows, which
often proveke childreg to wrath, and flir upand confirm their
irafcible paffions, rather than abate and fupprels them.

As fhe was fenfible that in ‘many refpelis, the chief care of
forming children by government and inftruétion, maturally
lies on mothers ; as they are moft with their children in their
mofl pliable age, when they commonly receive impreflions by
which they are very much formed for life : fo fhe was very
careful to do her part in this important bufinefs. And when
fhe met with any fpecial difficulty in_this matter, or forefaw
any, fhe was wontto apply to Mr. Edwards for advice and
sfliftance : and on fuch occafions tlxcy would both attend to it,
as amatter of great importance. - i

But this was not all, in which fhe expreffed her care for her
children. = She thought that parents had great ‘and imgortam

S . uty
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duty to do towards their clildren before they ' werelcapable of
government and inftru€tion. For them [he coaftanily and
carneftly prayed, and bore them on her heart before God, in
all her fecretand moft folemn addrefles to him; and that even
before they were born. . The evidence of her pregnancy, and
confideration thatit waswitha rational,immortal creature, which
came into exiflence 1n an undone, and infinitely dreadful ftate,
was {ufiicient to lead her to bow before God daily for his blel-
fing on it ; even redemption, and eternal life by Jefus Chrifl. .
So that through all the pain, labour and forrow, which attend-
ed her being mother of children, fhe was in travel for them,
that they muight be born of. God by having Chrift formed in
them. i ,

As the law of kindnels was in her tongue, fo her hands
were not withheld from benefigence and charity.  She was al-
ways a friend and patronefs of the poor and helplels ; and
much in afts of charity, as well as. recommending it to others
on all proper occafions. :

She was remarkable for her kindnefs to her friends and vifi-
tants, who reforted to Mr. Edwards’s. She would fpare no
pains to make them welcome, and provide for their conveni-
ence and comfort. And fhe was peculiarly kind . to ftrangers,
who came to her houfe.  She would take fuch kind and fpe-
cial notice of {uch, and fo foon get acquainted with them, as
it were, and fhew fuch regard and concern for their comfort,
and fo kindly offer what the thought they needed, as to difcos
ver fhe knew the heart of a f{f'anger, and well underflood how
to do it good ; and [o as to oblige them to feel in fome mea-
fure as if they were at home. * ~

She made it her rule to fpeak well of all, {o far as fhe could
with truth, and juftice~to herfelf and others. She was not
wont to dwell withdelight on the imperfettions and failings
of any ; and when fhe heard perfons fpeaking i1l of others, the
would fay what fhe thought fhe could with truth and juftice
in their excufe ; or divert the obloquy by mentioning thole
things that were commendable in them. Thus fhe was tender
of every one’s charafier, even of theirs'who injured and {poke
evil of her; and carefully guarded againft the toco common
vice of evil fpeaking and backbiting. ~She could bear injuries
snd reproach with great calmnefs and patience, without any
difpofition to render evil for evil ; but on the contrary, was
ready to pity and forgive thofe wha appeared to be herenemies.

Sha
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She had long told her intimate friends that fhe had, afier
long ftroggles aud exercifes, obtained, by God’s grace, an ha,
bitual willingnefs to die herfelf, or part with any of her moft
near relatives, That fhe was willing to bring forth children
for death ; and refign up him whom fhe eﬁecmed fo gicata
bleﬁing to her and her family, her neareft parmer to the flroke
of death, whenever God fhould fee fit to take him. And when
fhe had the greateft trial in the death of Mr. Edwards, {he
found the help ‘and comfort of fuch a difpofition. Her con.
verfation and conduét on this eccafion was even to the admira-
tion of her friends. It was fuch as difcovered that fhe was fen«
fible of the great lofs, fhe and her children had fufiained in his
death ; and" at the fame time fhewed, that fhe was quiet and
yefigned, and had thofe invifible fupports and comforts by
which the could truft in God with quxetnefs hope and hum-
ble joy

Th)ew lived together in the marricd flate above thirty years,
In uhxch time they had eleven children ; all which are now
living, except the fecond daughter who died February, 14,
1748, (of whom the public have fome account in the life of
Mr. Brainerd, P. 251.) and their third daughter, Mrs. Burr,.
before mcnuoned ; and their youngeft daughter, named Elizas
beth, who died fince her parents, ~The furviving children are
ghree fons, and five daughtcrs : 3

FINTS,
N
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