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diftin@ look of it; whar luits are up, what challenges
may be tabled, and keep a good count of them. 2. En-
deavour to have faith in excrcife on God’s covenant and
rromifcs, and be fure that the promife is ficker that ye
ay hold on, and fee that ye make ufe of it according ro
the covehant ; which is dohe, when with your fouls ye
take hold of it : And that is not, nor fhall not be recko-
med prefumption, when ye befhir yourfelves from ghe faith
.of God's covenant and promifes, laying the weight of that
:which ye would be- at on the promife, cleaving thereto
for attaining of it; and in time, thro’ Gpd’s bl:fling,- your
unfuitablenefs fhall piece-mail wear away, .and ye fhall
deconre tender : And apy bit of foftnels -gnd rendernefs
-that ye win at, cherith and watch over it. 3. Make this
-a. particular errand to God, having your eye on the cove-
mant of promifés, and -on this promife in.ic in particular,
.and on.other promifes of this nature and to this purpofe,
-as, concerning.taking away the flony beart, and giving &

-beart of fleps ; of giving 'you 4 pew beart ; of making yow

B i ey

:20 lothe yourfelves for all your abomimations; apprehending,
receiving and clofing with Chriftin the covenant, for at-
-taining of it as a fruit of his purchafe : For it is not got=
‘ten but in the ‘covenant ; and therefore is remarkable
:that this feripture is fet down promife-wife, Tbey Jbail
.come, the children of Ifrael and the children of Fudak to-

getber : Your beavenly Fatber, who knows that ye bave need ’

‘of this sbing (as it is, Matth, ‘6. 32.) will give bis boly .

Spirit tb them that ask bim, as it is, Luke 11.13. And ye
would credit and truft him with the performing of that

romife to you: And, endeavouring to be ferious in hav-
ang this far your task and work, ye fhall find it made
.good for you and- to you.
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Jeremiah 50. v, §,——— Come and let us join ourfelves
to the Lord, in & perpetual covanant that fball not be forgotten,

. SERMON IV.

T jsa moft defirable defign, and worthy to be driven
vigoroufly by us all, to the prefecution whereof it
- N4 - : would
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would very well become us to ftir up and rouze ourfelves
and one another, according to the laudable praétice of
thefe here mentioned, eventto haften towards a clofure of
the covenant of grace betwixt God and us ; to have it found-
‘ing loud in our ears, and to have'it as the language of
our hearts whetted to an edge in- purfuit of the thing,
"Come, let us join ourfelves so the Lord, in a perpetual cove=
mant that fball never be forgotten. It thould be the great
work and bufinefs of a communion-fabbath in a fpecial
manner, as it is our profefled defign chis day, to clofe and
make fure this covenant and bleffed bond berwixt the
Lord and us. . o T
Having fpoken fomewhat formerly at feveral occafions
to thefe {fweet words, 1 fhall not now trouble, you either
with the divifion or explication of them; but fhall inftant-
"1y propofe fix or -feven obfervations from them, and then
fpeak a word to the fcope, and to the application of them,
in the clofe : And tho’ it be but a thert word from each
of them that we have to fpeak, yet'they will be found to

be very concerning ta us, and therefore we would take

the more exat notice of them. , _
" The firft obfervation then is, That there is fuch a thing
_as difintt covenanting, or mutual engaging in covenant betavixt
God and a poor finmer. This is clearly holden out in thefe
words as their fcope: It were to no purpofe for them to fay,
Come and let us join ourfelves to the Lord in a covemant, if
there were not fuch a thing as a covenant-union of God
- and finners, - The fcriptureis full to this purpofe, agd the
treaty of ordinances is kept up fer thisend ; as we have it,
Ifa. 55. 1,2, 3. Ho, every one that thirfis, came 1o the waters,
.&ec. Incline your ear, and come unto me ;, bear, and your fouls
Jball live ; and I awiil make an everlafting covemant with yow,
even the fure mercies ;f David. - This is the fcope that the
ordinances aimat. In profecuting of this a little further,
we fhall, .Firff, Explicate what covenanting is, in general.
* Secondly, W hat this covenanting with God is, 1. In re-
fpec of the Parties. 2. In refpe& of the terms thereof.
3. In refpe& of the ground on-which 1t is founded.
.And; Thirdly, To the form of this covenanting. .
Firft then, Covenanting in general may be cleared, from
what covenanting among men is :. Which is a mutual en-
- . , - . ‘ gag‘l)g
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‘gaging of two parties on mutual terms; the one party
.offering fuch a rhing on fuch terms and conditions, the
other party accepting on thofe terms and cond:tions on
which the offer is made: As we fee in a contra@ of mar-
riage; the man engageth to be the woman’s, on cdndition
that fhe be his; and fhe engageth to be his wife, as he

engageth to be her husband; ' and each engageth to -‘Pcr.
eof

‘form fuitable duties to the other. And we make u

this the rather that the fcripture alludeth to it in this mat-
ter. . - i
Secondly, We are to confider covenanting, as it is betwixt

‘God 'and a finner :  For we are not now fpeaking of the

covenant ‘of works betwixt God and 4dam, wherein there
was made an offer and promif® of life upon condition of
perfe& obedience; fo thar, if he did that which was com-
manded him, he fhould live: But we arc now fpeaking of
God’s covenanting with a finner; for that is the covenant

‘fpoken of here. It isindced a great wonder, that ever

there fthould have been a covenant betwixt God and a crea-

ture ; but a greater wonder, that there fhould be a cove-’

nant’betwixt him and a*finful creature : W hatever is fpo-
ken in fcripture of the covenant of grace, belongs to this

-covenant. 1. The Parties in this covenant are God and the

finner, God’s creature, buta finful creature,; it is the Lord
Febovab, and we the houfe of [frael, and we the houfe of
Sudab. 2dly, The terms of the covenant are not, Do this,
and live : ‘Tho’ the promife be the fame, for “tis life that
is offered ; yet it is not on the fame terms: For, tho’ the

10, 1T, 12, unto which this fame invitation doth kere re-
late ; I will make a new covenant with the boufe of Ifracl,
and with the boufe of Fudab, wot according to the covemant

“sbat [ made with their fatbers ; but this fhall be it, [ ewill

write my law in their bearts, and I will be their God, and
shey fball be my pesple, &c. And, Come (fay they here)

and their engagement is to be his people; and’ the terms
follow, whichare, on God's part, free forgivenefs of fins

“thro’ the rightcoufnefs of Chrift imputed to them, thro’

i ‘ - whom

_life be as good as that which was promifed to Adam, yet
" the terms are far better: The fubftance of this covenant.
" we bave fet down, %r. 30.31, 32, 33. and cited Heb. 8.

~and let us join ifi it. His engagement is to be their God,
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whom they are accepted, as if there had never been =
quarrel ; and, on their pare, by-faith to take hold of him,
and of the pardon of .fin, which feparated betwixt him

and them, thro' Jefus Chrift, as he is offeréd to them, .

Therefore, Rom. 10 6. it iscalled the righteaufoefs of faith,
oppofcd to the righteonfnefs of the law, {poken of before ;

-and what fairh it 2. It (aith not, #%o fall go up to beaven ? .

“mory Who fball defiend into the depth 1 Bt the wird is nigh
-Bbee, even in thy b, and in thy beart ; that is the righ—
Beoufuefs of faith; which we preach that if thou fbalt com-
fe/Vwish tby mouth the Lovd Fofus, and fbalt beheve 1m thy
beart, that God yajjed bim from the dead,: thou fbalt be faved
“That 1s, If ye.make fuitable ufe of Chrift tor your peace

with God, and give up yourfelves to him to be his fer~ -

-waots, ye fhall get peace and pardon of fin here; and
cternal life and falvation hereafter. Thefe in fhort are
-the terms on which Gad offereth himfelf to finners. 3. The
‘&%ound of this, and how it comes to pafs that fuch a cove-
nant is acceflible, is the Mediator’s interpofing in a cove-
‘nant of redemption with the Father concerning eleé fin-
mers; wherein hé hath procured this covenant of grace
betyixe God and finners, by his performing the condition
re,ﬂuired of him in that covenant ; for this covenant of grace
and reconciliarion is nothing eclfe but the refult of the cd-
—venant of redemption, and the execution thereof : ' We had
-never had ground to fay, that there is a way laid down for
-our peaece with God, except there had been a covenant of
yedemption betwixt him and the Mediator, wherein the
Mediator undertook to fatisfy juftice for the fins of the
-cle@, by bearing their iniquities; and hath the promife*
-of _being fatisfied for the travail of bis foul, by his fecing of
@ fied, and by ki jufiifying many tkrough faith in bim ; as
itis, Jfa. §3. 11, Ths gives the rife ro this covenant of
grace berwixt God and finners; and therefore rhefe two,
are put together, Ifu. §3. 3. Iuclipe your ear, come unto me ;
bear, and your fouls fball live ; and [ will- make an ¢verlafi-
ing covenant with you, evew the [ure mercies of Dayid; that

s, the-fure mercics of the M [fiab, the aflignation where-
pt, even of the purchafe ot redemption made by him,

is by covenant made over to the believer in him: And

thercfore, when we fpeak of this covenant, it always fup-
, : g pofcth
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pofeth and implieth Chrift, who, [fa. 42. 6. is called the
covenant, becaufe he is given for the ground of covenant~ -
ing betwixt God and finners; it being by him, and in

- him, that God and finners mect: There being a gulf (as
_it were) betwixt finners and God, he hath made himfelf

the bridge on which finners may come over and meet wich
God ; and the covenant brings us to Chrift: As, under the
law, Chrift was typed out by the mercy~feat and the ark,
wherein_the law was pur, to fhew the linking rogether of
Chrift and the covenant; the efficacy of the covenant flow-
ing from Chrift, and the covenant giving us a title to
Chrift, and making Chrift acceffible to us: It lays (as it
were) a bridge to us to flep on, and makes an open doer

1o us to enter in by, on Chrift, and by Chrift te the boy .

of bolies tbrough the vail, awbich is bis flefb. ,
. Tbirdly, As for the form of this covenanting, it is, as
in orher contralts, God making the offer, and the perfon
accepting it: God’s offer is in the word of the gofpel,
wherein he faith, Come, and I will make 4 covenant with
you ; as the apoftle hathit, Rom. 10, The word is near thee,
even in thy beart, and in<thy mousth ; and the fum of it is,
If ye believe in Fefus Chvif, ye fball be faved : The pro=
fing whereof in the goipel, is the laying of God’s offer
g:fore you; and itis as really God’s offer, as if audibly
he were fpeaking to you from _heaven, as he once {pake
the law on mount Sinai s It being his authority, by which
minifters are fent to treat and clofe this covenant with you;
as it is, 2 Cor. 5. We are ambaffadors for Chrift, asif God
were befeeching you by us ; we pray yow in Clrift’s flead, be
ye reconciled to God ; that is, Be friends with him, by en-
tring in covenant with him: And he theweth usthe ground
of it, For be, who knew ma fin, was made fin for us, thae
ave might be made._ the rigbmufne[: of God in bim. God’s '
offer is, I am cpntent to be thy God, and to make all that
is mine forthcoming to thee for thy good, upon condition
thou quit thy own righteoufnefs, and betake thee to my
Son the Medietor for righteoufnefs and life. The finner’s
covenanting is his formal and diftin&, at leaft his real, con-

* fenting to that offer on thefe terms, faying with his very

heart, I am content to have God to be my God, not b
vertuc ‘of any thing in myfelf, but by vertue of Chrift’s
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fotisfaltion, which hath procured accefs to finners for
peace and reconciliation' with God; and this 15 called &
JSubmitting to Crifi’s righteoufnefs ; So then, therc is a.de-
_veting of the foul to God, a hearty confenting to give it-
felf away to him, to be faved and fancttified, to live to
him and ' to his honour'; as it is, [fa. 44. 5. O-¢ fall fay,
I am the Lord’s; and another (ball call bimfelf by the name
of Facob; and another (pall fubfcribe qwish bis band unto the
Lord > As if it were faid, Whnofe are you ? and the perfon
thould fay, I am God's; for, as plainly and diftinétly, -at
Jeaft as really and folidly, a perfon wroughr upon by God’s
Spirit, gives the anfwer and return to God's offer in his
‘covenant, and refigns himfelf o God, as if paper were
laid" down before him,. and he fhould fubfcribe his name
with his hand te be God's.” There is an' obligation really
“taken on, and a confent plainly given; the perfon with the
" very heart fubfcribing the contraét, which, 2 Clron, 30. 8.
is called a yieldivg or giving the bawd tc God, He comerh.
with ftretched-out arms in the gofpel, and faith, Man or
woman, who findeft thyfelf loft, clofe with me in my Son
Chrift, and thou fhalr be faved ; and our confenting is,
our heart’s catching hold of that word, and yielding to
him, as one ftriking hands with another: with whom he
hath before been at odds and variance, in fign of his be-
ing content and fatisfied to be reconciled to him, and of
his being fo in very deed. . - '
" ‘The fecond obfervation is, That this covenanting with God
bath with it, or in it, a near urion and conjunftion with the
Lord. Let us (fay they) join ourfelves to sbe Lord in a per-
petual covenant, The word joiring bath in it a fpecial em-
- phafis, being fuch as is afed to fet out the conjuniion rhat
is betwixt the husband and wife ; For this caufe (faith the
Y.ord) pall'a man leave fatber and mother, and cleave to
bis wife, and fo the wife cleaveth to her husband: Thus
the word is, Gen. 29. 34. Now /ball my busband be joined
80 me; therefore lbe called bis mame Levi, which flows,
from this root, added ot joined. - In profecuting this tpoint’
‘a litle, we would fpeak fhortly, 1. To the nature of this
union. - 2. To the properties of it, . 1ff, As to its nature,
we would confider, that there is, 1. A legal union, wherein
By contraét and bond there is a transfernng of the inter’eﬁf

A
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‘of one party to another,” which is here; for God
comes the finrer’s God, and the finner becomes God’s own,
as his portion and property : Even as, in marrisge, the
husband is the' wife’s, and the wife the husbind’s 5 and the
relations ftands, tho® they fhould be in feveral kingdoms.
2. There is a myftical union, which is {pirirual and more
myfterious, whereby,God becomerh one with covenanting
finners, and they become one with him; God by his Spi-
rit dwelling in' the covenanter, and the covenanter dwel-
ling by faith in God: Which floweth from the former
mutually transferred right or legal union, and followeth
onit; in which refpe& ir is (2id, 1 Cor. 6. 17, He that
is joined to the Lord, is one Spirit ; he is God’s temple, and
God by bis Spirit dwells in bim. By this ome Spivit, is meant
a fpiritual conjunétion, union or communion; whereby
God takes hold really of the foul by his Spirit, and the -
_{foul takes a real hold of God by'faith: They do mutual- -
. ly embrace cach other, as the "hushand doth the wife, by
vertue of their union. 3. This union implieth a nearnefs,
a friendlinefs, an intimacy and familiarity, and ir is oppo-
fed to diftance and eftrangement from God: The cove-
nat, really entred into, 1s like a bond to keep the belie-
ver-near God, glued (as it were) and ftraitly joind to him ;
or it is a cementing with God, to fpeak fo : By this cove-
nant, God and finners are made near, and kvit to ene ano-
_ther, and kept from ever feparating; there’s fuch a near.
and ftrait unton betwixr Chrift and believers, as is berwixe
- the foundation or corner-ftone and the houfe, yea, asis’
betwixe the vine and the branches, £pb. 2. Fobn 15. .
2dly, As for the propertits of this union by covenant,
afew of which we fhall oply now touch at, not having
accefs to inlarge, as this fubje@ by itfelf would require.
1. Itis wirh the Lord himfelf, not with-any benefir, com-
mon gift or grace or mercy ; thefe follow the union with
himfelf: The covenanter becomes one Spivit with bim, as is
faid ; and faith the apottle, ?b. 5. We are ffib of his
fiefo, and bome of bis bome, 2. This union is in and thro’
Chrit, by whom it is made-up; he beiog the temple and
tabernacle, or meeting-place, wherein we meet with God.
8o that we arc not anxioufly to enquire, nor curfoufly to "
difpute here, how our union with &od, and with the Ngc_-
1 A : i
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diator do differ; we unite with God in him, and upen the
grounds of his redemprion, in which refpe@ our union
with Ged is more mediaie. 3. This union’is very friend-
ly, moft firm and indiffoluble : It is 8 wonderful near and -
ure union, ‘Tis an inexpreffible union, and therefore
we muft here give over fpeaking further to it, only look-
ing to a word of it, Fobn (7. 21, 23. in the 21. verfe faich
our Lord, Tbat they all may be one, as thou, Fatber, ars
. in me, and I in thee; that they alfo may be one in us: It is
fuch an union, by the believer’s being in.God and. in the
Mediator, as is that, whereby God and the Mediator are
otic ; tho' no parity is here to be underftood, bura refem-
blance only, And, ©. 23. I in them, and thou in me
that tlkey may be made perfeft in one. [ in them, here the
‘union is moft immediate ; and thow in me, there the union
i§ moft mediate, viz. by God’s being in the Mediator,
dwelling in the believer, and the believer’s dwelling in -
God (the fulnefs of the Godhead being in the Mediator)
by his meeting with God thra’ faith in the Mediator : And
indeed, were there no more but this, it faith that this
covenant 'is a good bargain.

The third obfervation is, That union with the Lord by
#his covenant is acceffible to a vun-away finner, that batb per-
verted bis aay, wpom bis coming aright to clofe with bim
berein on the terms of it. Who are thofe coming here to
join in covenant with the Lord? It is even thofe fpoken
of, Fer. 3.6, 7. Backfliding childven, treacherons dealers,
who are bidden returs, and be will. beal their backflidings ;
which could not be, if this covenant were not acceflible
to finners. Nay, let me fay, there is fcarce any fort of -
fin, butr the Lord out-faceth-it in his covenant; as we
may fee, Fer. 3. where the Lord faith, Thou baf played
. sbe barlot with many lovers, thou baft [poken and done evil as

thou couldft ; yet, wilt thow mot from this time cry umto me,

MMy Fatber? If we look to the grofnefs of fin, were it like
Jearlet or crimfon, Ia. 1. 18. it /iall b# made qwbijte like fnow
and wool: If yeba willing and obedient, faith the Lord,
.to clofe a covenant with me, ye fball eat th: good of the -~
land. In the propounding of the covenant, he will
take away that exception (of the grofnefs of fin, which

might fland in the finner’s way, were it cven rotten hyp;;_- .
: ' crfy -
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crify, deteftable inditferency and lukewarmnefs in the
matters of God, putting the perfon in hazard to be fpew-
ed our of Chrift's mouth; yet he faith even to fuch (if
they will indeed rake his counfel, and b content ro have
. their deadly evils,removed, and theis wants fupplied)

connfel thee to come awd buy of me eye-faloe, gold and gay~
ments; And, Bebold | fland at the door and knock ; if any
man will open the door, I will come i to bim, and [up with
bim, and be with me, Only take this word of advertife-
ment here, and then I fhall clear aud confirm the do&rine
further: When then we fpeak of @inaers accefs'to God by
this covenant, we mean, that there is accefs, only on cou=
dition they take with their faults, and come weeping, hearte
broken, and fomeway fuitably affe@ed with their fin:
" Thefe only are the perfons thar may comfortably expe&
this accefs; he feeks after fuch, tho’ he will f{nd none
fuch till he make them fach, For farther clearing and
confirming of i then, we would cenfider thefe four
things. 1. God’s end in the covenant, which will make
out this, that there mu@ be accefs to a run-away finner by
this covenant to union with God, when he comes home te
him in the way of repentance and believing ; becaufe his
end in the covenant is #o fave fiuners, often (poken of ; to
Juppify the wngodly, Rom. 4. 5. 10 dwell with rebels, Pfal.
68. 18. to get a name and a praife to bimfelf of being gra=
cious: As it cannot admir of, nor lerin a finner, but on
this condition; fo it cannot but accept of a finner having
this condition. 2, We would confider God’s contrivance .
of the covenant, in making it fuitable to fuch an end, fo
" as it may make the riches of his grace to fhine, and m
‘be effe@ual for the gaining of fouls ;" and therefore, 2 Sam.
23. 5. it is faid, in this refpe, to be ordered in all things
and fure; and Fer. 31.33. compared with Heb. 8. the fub-
Atarice of it is fer down compended in a few words, 7 will
pardon sheir inigaity, and vemember their fin no more, &e,
37 We would confider the adminiftration of the cove-
‘nant : "Tis not in an immediate way, as that firft covenant
- made with 4dam was, wherein there was no Mediator, . .
ncither was there need of any; but itis in a mediar¢
.way, by a Surety and Mediator, who hath taken on and
engaged for the debt of the covenanting finncr, and hath
o - , Ulle
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undertaken for his through-bearing. - Now, why is this-
adminiftrarion and difpenfation:? but becaufe the ptrincipal
debtor is a bankrupr, and not able to fatisfy for himfelf ;
therefore he hatb accefs to come and get pardon, and to
be friends with God thro’ the Mediator. 4. We would
. confider all the properties of the covenant, cfpecially the.
. freenefs of it, and we will- find thar they fpeak out thisz
« It is a covenant of fure mercies, Ifa. 55..3. and all the pro~
mifes and articles of it refpe finners, and hold forth this,
thar thereis a way laid down, how a finner, at feud with
God, may get this union made up by covenanting with
him. _ , :
The fourth obfervation is, That covesanting with God is
& very fbort cut for the quicting, peace, and bappinefs of &
sreacberous backfliding finner : ‘Therefore, when thefe
people, here fpoken of, are, in their holy heat and*warm-
- nefs, ftirred up under the conviction and fenfe of their.
guilt; as the fhort cut to come to.peace and a happy con-
_ dition,. they fay, Come and let us join ourfelves to the Lord

in & perpetual covenant. It is the accepting of God’s offer, - N

and being content to be his on the acccount of Chrift’s:
righteoufnefs, that they propofe to .themfelves as the
ground of sheir calm, quictnefs, and happines. This
obfervation implies thefe #bree things. 1. That covenan.
-ting with God doth fully make the covenanter happy) tho®
formerly he hath been a miferable finner ; and O this is a
good bargain, that makes a finner compleatly - happy ! it
makes him'to Qay, -Whom bave'I in beaven but thee? and
2bere is nong upon the earth that 1 defire befide thee, Pfal. 73.
T thall name a few fcriptures, to fhew the full hdppincfs
of a finner that enters in this covenant: The frft where=
of is, 2 8am. 23, 5. Ahthe’ my boufe be not fo with God, yet
be bath made 'with vie an everlafling covenant, well ordeyed
in all things and fure; and this is.all my [alvation, and ail
my defire: It is menfura woti, even all that heart can with,
And thefe words being confidered, as David: the fweet
finger of Ifrael his laft words, when he is a-dying,: they
clearly imply a commendation of this covenant as full for
'the happinefs of a finner. Another paflage is, Rew. 21. 3.
He sbat overvometh (pall inberit all things: -How is that?
even thus, 1 will bé bis God, apd be fball be my fon; thac
; . T . B
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i¢ in fubflance, I will declare myfelf to be in covenant
with him: This is the compend -of the compleat happi+
fets of glorified faints in heaven, and the begun happi-
nefs of believers, of fojourning faints here on earth, in
a lefs meafure and lower degree ; for in heaven God will
bealiin all: And is not this a good bargain, and good
to finners  which commends it the more. A third place
is, Rom. 8. where "tis told us, that nothing c¢an be laid to
their charge, but tisanfweted in this covenant. They have
a Cautionet to pay their debt, and to firengthien them for'
their duty ; [ will (faith he) be their God; and they [ball

Jball not depart from me : I will pavdon their iniguities, all

:| bygones, and beal  their backflidings, they fhall not get
:1. leave to go from me ¢ Would ye. be pliable and yiclding
- to God’s covenant 1 [ will put my law in their inward partsy

and arite it in their bearts, and a new beart will I give un~
o themy and <bill caufs them to eyalk in my fatutes, and to
dotbem. 2. The doélrine implies, as it is a full covenant,
or makes the coyenanter fully happy, fo it “makes him

fickerly and farely happy : 2 Sam. 25. §. it is a covenant

well ordered in all things and’ fure. W hoever by faith be-
take themielves to Chrit’s righteoufhefs, and lay hold on
this covenant, may expe@ communien, with God, as certain-
ly as Adam before the fall had it ; for ‘tis the fame God,

that promifeth, who is as faithful as ever he was : Hence "tig’

called & word tried as fiiver in a furnace [even times ; a pure
word, that cometh out of the furnace always as mafly and
weighty as it wentin. . Andjthe ground of the covenant

is called a tried Corner<fione, a fure Foundation, 3. It im=

plies, that as it is a fure, fo it is a compendious and"

fpeedy- way+to happinefs, and of deliverance to the finner 3
which maketh much for God’s praife:- He is a very prefent
belp in time of trowble, or a [predy belp, Pfal. 46. So, Pfal.
32 5. 1 faid ({aith David) I wonld confefs my tranfgre[fion,

and thou forgaveft the iniquity :f my fin, immediately (as -
e

if he had faid) upen my coofeflion, without longer de«
lay : And, Rom. 4. 7. this Pfalm is made ufe of, to dee

~ monftrate the rightcoufnefs which is by faith io Chrift. -
The fifth obfervation is, gbgt [innersy who ave bying undev

a
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bcinﬁ. Chrift’s Tarisfation, it makes it fure ; therefore he

 be my people : I will put my fear in their bearts, that they
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a quarvel with God, and bave the offer-of a covenant, fbould,
~ betake themfelves to it, ard without delay put & clofe to the

bargain betwixt God and tbem. Come (fay they here) and
let us joim owrfelves to the Lord, in a perpetual covemant ;

whereby is holden out, that, when a finner hath accefs to
the covenant with God, he fhould flee to it, and take hold
of it quickly. In this refpe@, covenanting with God is

compared to fleving in to the city of re{ngc, Heb, 6. That -

which I mean is, 1. That a finoer, who hath this covenant
in hisoffer, fhould rake no other way for juftification and
freedom for fin and ‘wrath, but hold to this only, and
feck to be juttificd by it. 2. That he thould do itfpeedily =
When rthe word of the gofpel faith, Ceme ; he fhould an.
- fwer, Lo, I come unio thee : When God by the preachin
of the gofpel maketh a gracious declaration, that he wiﬁ

accept of loft finners that come to him, and faith, This. is -

the day of [alvation, this-is the accepted time, as it is, 2 Cor.
6. 3. and when by his minifters he waiteth on you, invi=
teth and wooeth you, y¢ fhould prefently, without delay.
or demur, clofe with-the offer, and accept of - the invita-
tion. S - .

The fixeb obfervation is, That thofe who ove comvimeed
.that they bave finned, and wowld fain be in covenant with
God, fbould endeadour to bave it shrougkéd and made furve,

%0 bave it an abfdiutely clofed and emded bargain. Thisis

very clear in this people’s practice, who concernedly fay,
Come let s - join ourfelves in a perpesual covenant nmever
20 be Yorgotten ;. they think they eannot get it made
fure enough, and therefore they join in a.covenant mever
2o be forgotien, to-be perpetual; they judged that it could
. not poflibly be made too fure : Which manifetly faith,
that wheri God giveth an opportunity to enter into, or re-
new a covenant with him, we fhould be holily folicitous, in
very good edrneft, and greatly concerned to have it made
ficker, as the-word is, Neb. 9. v. laft, e make a fure coq
wenant and write it, \and oup, princes, Levites and priefls: fea)
wntoit. That word, Ifa 44. 5. is remarkable to this pur-

pofe, Ove fall fay, I am the Lord’s ; and another fpall call.

. bimfelf by the wame of Facoh ; and awother pall fubfcribe

. avith bis “kand unto the Lerd ; that it might fland (as it
- “were) over his hedd, as being formally and cxplig:itcly__ge&-
- A . ’ :i‘l:?v ) sag .‘:
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ga ed in, with heart and hand : And they that know bow
ickle and inconftant their hearts are, and how prone to
deal loofely and unfaithfully in God’s covenant, have good
feafon to look to this, that all be fure work ; that they get
not the fhell for the kernel, and go aot down to the grave
. with a lie in their right hand. | ' o
The feventh oblcrvation is, Tbat there are fome times bes

. fide otber times, wherein [ome people befide others bave it pun—

'+ gently put to them to enter in, and 10 renect their covenant with
"God.  Thefe here fpoken of, who fay, having God's pref=
fing call to it, beforc they faid it onc to another, Come and
 Jet us join to the Lovrd in 4 covemant, arc put to it more than
-others, and at cbis time more thdn atanother, Ina word,
people are then put to it in a more efpecial manner, 1. At
fuch a time when the gofpel is clearly, convincingly, and .
werfully preached unto them ; preaching of the gofpel
g:ing God'’s way of meeting and treating with finners, and
the minifters and preachers thereof being as his ambaffa= -
dors commiffioned and fent forth by him to treat, and clofe
a'treaty wvith finners, on the terms contained in theif com=
miffion ; which when they with fuitable concernednefd
and carncftnefs do, their- heaters are the more put to it
2. They are thus put to it, when fome flirring and warme.
tehs of affe@ion towards covenanting with God is wroughe
inthem ; or when their own frame, thro® grace, preflcth
"| themon to it; as we may fee it did in this people. 3. When
the Lord oftner than once or twice, in frequently renewed
opportunities of this kind, puts pcc;]‘)‘l)e to it ; and more
efpecially in the facrament of the Lord’s fupper : The
very fight and offer of the elements in the communion
fpeak plainly, on the matter, to the communicants, Are
r ye indeed in carneft in the great bufinefs of éovmanting
. with God, fince' ye are now to receive the feal of it? I
5| ye be not, ye notably profane the ordinance, by’ fetting a
»| feal to a blank charter: Itis therefore called thelcoverans,
- Tbis is the cup uf the mew covemant ; becaufe it puts you in
°| mind of the coyenant, and. puts you to it, whether ya
:| will really engage in it. It is like the king's appointing a
»| day for IZaling of pardons to rebels; his proclamation fir@
/| puts them to 1t, to accept of the patdon ; sext, the he-
-| ralds put them toit; and gt_cn, lafily, the ke and fived
; g . a - fme
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ime or day of the fealing, puts them moft of all to fr ¢
And fo if is with you in this ordinance, that we are by’
and by to be about. . : ‘
We come now to the application of all, wherein we thall
not infift on all things that thefe do&rines minifter ground
for ; but fhall pitch on fome moft ufeful, and which are
the great fcope of -the text and of the day.
And, in the 1 place, I would befeech you to endeavoutr
to gather and compofe yourfelves, and gravely to ponder

o = 22

what it is that this day ye are preflingly called to; itiseven .

* this, Come and let us join ourfelves to the Lord, in a perpetual
. covenant never to be forgotten. Know and believe, fhat
there is fuch a thing as covenanting with God; that God
is dealing with. you to covenant with him ; and that it isa
good bargain : To you is this word of falvation fens.. And
ye fhould be very ferioufly thinking how. to get it ac-
cepted and made ufe of, how to receive this offer by faich,
and how to ger yourfelves given up and away to him;
"becaufe in this covenant (as I fhewed before) there is a

X
a

*

‘mutual engaging,: God offers himfelf, and all that is in

him, to be ours, and ro be made forthcomisg for our-good ;
and we by fairh clofe with the offer, and give up ourfelves
to him to be at his difpofe. Have ye any ferious thoughts

of this? Put yourfelves to it, and we in the name of thé -

Lord put you toit; for we cannot well proceed any fura
ther, till ye be at fome point in this: Are ye in carneft 2
is this your errand in being here to day ? if not, why are
ye come hither ? is it to fec how the day goeth? or, isit
only to get your communion, as ye ufe to {peak ? Alas!
what’s that ? it is to covenant with God, ancf,,c

¥

ere ye de-

rt this place, to put ir to a point, that it may be a clofed ’

ajfain; that thould be your errand.

" And therefore, in the 2d place, we-tell . you, that the
grcat God is content to covenant with poor, fecklefs and .
nful creatuses ; whereat. we mdy wonder, and fay, Isit |

fo in very deed that God will dwell with men on earth ?

. : < : : i
will ' he indeed covenant with men, with finful
men, with treacherous-dealing men; . with backfliders ?

Yea, we tell you, that it is fo ; he 1s content to be your |
God, and that ye poflefs all things in him ; content to |

pacdon you all your fins, to give you grace and glory, even °

every

1 t
N
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every good thing ; to~enrer you heirs to a kingdom, and
on good and eafy terms; to do it frecly, withous money and
awishout price, if ye be but indeed content to accept of
his offer on his eafy and very reafonable terms: And may
not your very hearts laugh within you ar the hearing of
* the glad ridings of this covenant, and that God is yer con-
tent to make it up'with you ? O how fappy ‘and mafly is
this ! and that is a yery {weet word to this purpofe which -
we have, Pfal. 16. 6. God, evenm our own God fball blefs us,
which may make the believer fmile.  This relation’of our
own maketh thé blefling double ; and it flows from this for-
mal (ar leaft, real) covenanting and union with God, and
. the believer hath'a right to this and all things :, He-hath
‘here ap offer, and another fort of 'right, than he hath to
his houfe and land or clothes; ’tis a right ro God, that
giverh a right to thefe things, I mean a fpiritual right ;
for we fpeak not now of that which is civil: Let us,
therefore, ftay ourfelves and wonder, and be ftirred and
affe@ed with.t, that the infinite and all-fufhcient God is
content to make this good bargain, and even now to make
| it wich us tinners, even with infignificant and unworthy
| us
‘ 3aly, We make proclamation of this bargain to you, and
_avouch, that there is falvation_offered to finners, and to
be had thro® - Jefus Chrift: The Lord alloweth and war-
ranteth'us to make this proclamation, a5 well as he did
Feremiab, when he faith to him, Chap. 3. 12. Go and pro-
“¢laim thefe words towards the vorth, Return, thow backﬂ}ding‘-
| Ifrael, and I will not caufe mine anger to fall upon thee; for 1
.| am merciful, faith the Lord, and will mot keep anger for
| ever-: He alloweth, fiay, he peremprorily commandeth that
ye fhould be purt to it; and therefore, when we have liid
the covenant before you, what fay ye to it? what will ye
e do ? we muft have an aofwer from you: Ye have hisword
1 and oath for confirmation .of it ; O believe and take hold _
| of it, and ye fhall gét the fealfrom us as hits commiflioners,
"who treat with you, according to our commiffion, in his
“name. And here we muft be particular, and be ye partir
cular with yourfelves: Take and reccive what we fay ro
1 'Lou witha _warr@ﬁt, as the word-of the Lord; foritisng
| lefs bis word now, than it was when Feremiab and the
C " 03 . .. ether
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other prophets fpoke ir, when -the apotties fpoke it, yes,
when Chrift fpake it himfelf: It is the, fame covenanc,
and the fume word, that this day ls preached to you ; .the
L.ord calls us to flir up otrfelves, and o fay in good earneft,
“Come let us join to bim in a perpetual covenant. 1. The Party
inviting is the LORD JEHOVAH in the Mediator ;
and fare he is a moft, yca, the moft excellent Party; Tby
Makey (faith he, Ifa. 54.8.) is thy Husband. 2, There
are in this covenant excellent promifes: Godis content to
be your God, and to take you for his peoplc and fpoufe,
"to pardon your iniquity, to heal your backflidings, to
fan@ify and fave you, and to make you cternally happy ;
and are not thefe defirable 1 3. It calls you to give your-
“felves up to him'; and indeed it is very reafonable, that, if
the husband give himfelf to the wife, fhe fhould give her.
" felf to him. - Are ye then content to treat with God in the
Mediator, and to be his on his own terms ? Itis goodto '
meet and treat with God'in him. Have ye any ground to

exceprt againft this ? doth it pleafe or difpleafe you ? fay to -

_it, tell your mind : For I declare to you, thar, if ye get him -
to be yours, you muft nceds be his. I fear, many of you
ftand and Rick at this, notwithftanding the high reafongble-
nefs of it : Is this, think ye, an evil, difadvantageous, or
prejudicial exchange? Whether is it better that the one

- and only true God reign over you, than that Satan, 4nd a
multitude of firange lords, your lufts, taking the throne
{as it were) by turns, fhould reign over you? It is both
fad and ftupendious, that ever this thould be fuffered once
to come in qucftion or debate ; and yer, ulas !"it is this,
or fomething like this, 4t which it will ftand. Either ye
will not take God for your God, or.ye will not give your~

fclves to him to be his people; on his.own very reafonable
* and ‘eafy terms ; and I trow, ye will make no better. I

would, therefore, yet again put you to ir; for it is the
very thing that ycare called to, the great bufinefs of the.
day, and it is come even to the fhock. R

* And therefore, labour 1o be at a point, whether ye

v will clofe with hif or not : If ye will fincerely fay, We

take the Lord to be. our God; and give ourfelves to him,
to be his people and fervafits; then we fay to you, anc‘l_:f- k
N “e . v . . ! r¢
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. fure you in hishame, that thiscup, that by and by ye are
to drink, fhall be, according to his warrant, the mew cove-
nant in bis blood. . And, to prefs .you to the thing, let me
but ask you a few gueflions. 1. Is there not need of cove-
nanting with God.? are there not many fins on ypur
fcore ? is there not a quarrel berwixt God and you? is.
not this bargain meet and fuitable for you, which holds out
remiffion of fins and peace with God ? are ye not urgents
ly called to it 2 Aud what ground of challenge will it -be,
think ye, that this was in your offer, and on very. free ahg
cafy terms, and ye would not accept of if, but woul
necds-defiroy yourfelves 2 * 2, df there bg fin.an-d quar~
rel, is there not a neceflity to have it taken away ¢ Have.
ye laid your account and refolved not to be folicitous and
careful, ‘whether ye he friends with God or not? And, if
ye will not fay that, why do ye not enter this covenant 2
3. Is there any other way to get fin pardoned, and the
quarrel taken away, bur by making iure your covenang:
with God ? David or any ethers thar were faved, were
they faved any other way 3 This covenant was 4/l his fal-
vation, and 4ll his defive. * 4.-What will ye fay in rhe day
of the Liord, when the trumpet thall found, and he fhall
call you to an account for refufing his free and gracious'

er; when there will be no mere treating with you ;

when he thall fay, and make your own confcience fay to
you, It was plainly rold you, that there was a quarrel
ftanding  betwixt me and you ; it was told you, thac I
was willing 'to enter into a covenant with you, and to re-
move that, quarrel ; I fent 1:;! meflengers unto you for
“this end, but ye made light of the matter? Say to ir, Q

. fay roit; ye muft fay fomething, 2es, .or Nay ; yeare not’
left to be indifferent, and to keep up yourfelves in this
matter ; I tell you, if. ye fay not Zea,' ye fay Nay ; and, ag
the apoftic fpeaks, .4&s 13. 46. ye pafs fentence on your=
felves, and judge yourfelves unwortby of eternal life ; It is
interpretatively a faying, that ye will not have heaven and
life thro* Chrift ; and- therefore, as ye would not deftroy
your own fouls, ‘1 befeech you, nay, I obteft you in the

- name of the Lord, and for. his fake, accept of this cove-
nant.  We tell you, and, as*.capoftle hathit, we fay, Re
"t koown unto you, thas tbrggb Fefus Chrift remiffion of fins .

-
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is preached to you ; he hath purchafed life and falvation te
finners ; and, 7o yox is the sword of this [alvation fent s
Give, O give your confent ro the bargain, and that is all
_we feck of you, . x Co
Now, to profecute this a little, and to put you yet fur-
ther to it, becaufe it will Iy before God, whether we have
put you to it or not, and whether . ye have accepted of
this covenant or not; whether we were in earneft in pro-
Poﬁtgoit, and whether ye were in earneft in- clofing with
1t : Confider, 1, The perfons whom we put to this, and
the things that we put you to; 2. The terms on which ;-
3. The grounds from which ; And, 4. The qualifications -
and directions whereby. / R
Firf, As for the perfons-whom we put and prefs to this -
covenanting with God; Iris not thofe only, who have got-
ten their tokens warranting them to come to the table,
nor thofe only that are debarred, and fo havd gor na
tokens; but it is all of you, thofe who are afar cff, and
mear-band ; but differently: To the tender foul we fay,
Come forward ; To thefecure we fay, Humble yourfelves,
and titn come and join in this covenant. The thing we
call you to is, to take the Lord to be your'Geod, and to
give up yourfelves to be God's ; we call you o take God
- to be your Mafter, ‘your Father, your Saviour; your
Head, your Husband, your Fricnd, even your All : And .
thatis no ill nor fmall offer: And we call you to give up -
'yourfelves to God, to forfake your father's houfe, and all
your kindred, and to cleave ro him ; to join yourfelves to
the Lord, as the texr hath it; and. as it is faid,.the pro=
digal joined bimfelf to a certain citizen, fo ye would join
'y?urfclvcs to the Lord, and be beholden to him for,your
life. : : L
.- Secondly, As for the terms, they are in fhort, That
fecing Ged faith, Accept of my Son’s righteoufnefs, and -
y¢ fhall be my fons and daughters ; ve would freely accept
of ir, and take and put Chrift’s righteoufefs in the place
and room of felf-righteoufnes which was in the covenant
- of works’; found yeur plea before God on nothing that
ye can do, but on Chrift’s doing and fuffering for you, .
which now by faith ye reblve to adhere to ; and refign
o o ' | your
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gourfelves to him without any refervation, to be guided
aad faved by him, in his own way. -

As for the third, How, or from and by what grounds
we put you 1o this 2 or rather, How doth the Lord parus "
all toit? 1. Ye are put to it by his offer in the gofpel,
which, in difcretion, calls you to give him an anfwer: He-
cries, Come unto me, and 1 will make an everlafling cove=

‘mant with you, even the fure mercies of' David; and, doth’

he not require an anfwer ? and, is it not incumbent to us,
who {peak to you in his name, to crave your anfwer 2 We .

-declare to you all, that ye may, if ye will, corhe to be "
‘joined with God in covenant, and may be fure to be ac-

cepted of as his, if ye come aright: Now, what fay ye
toit? Either ye muft look on this as a cheat or cunning-
ly devifed fable; or,. if ye dare not look onit fo, ye muft
dccept of ir, and make it welcome. 2. Ye are putto it,
in this refpect, that the Lord brings you now and then
under fome convittion of the neceffity of your peace with
God ; fomething within you faith, that peace! with God
is worth the having, and needful; that this is a good bare
gain, and that ye have need of it; and there are now and
then fome raw refolutipns to put it tp a point: And it
may be there is fomething prefently that puts you to it;
and if- not, fo much the more ‘ye would put yourfelves to
it, lef the kingdom of God be taken from you. 3. Ye are
put to it by this fame facrament : 1s it poflible that'ye can
take the communion for a feal and confirmation, except
ye tovenant with God before ? If ye will not covenant, ye
prove yourfelves to be treacherous. diffemblers in going
to the communion, and to be liars to God: When he pre- .
fents and offers his covenant, ye profefs to take bis offer,
and to clofe the couenant with him; but ye refufe, as it
were, to take the pen in your hand, or do throw ir away :
When he prefents to you the cup of the New Teftament,
ye drink the wine, and fpill the blood, and fo become
guilty_of tke body and- blood of the Lord, when Yé defpife ity
and will not make ufe of it, nor covenant with God that
ye may getthe ufe of it, And therefore, 4. Know, that
e are put to it prefently and peremptorily, and that-the |
ord will take ir for arefufal and for a fcorning and.de-~"
fpifing on your part, if ye doit not; and do ye think it
i P ; \ a
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a_little matter to have fuch a/guilt Elfying on your ftore ?

. What know. ye, if ever God fhall offer to feal a covenant
with you again ? And therefore we put you to it peremp-
tor'ly, as to thefe three. (1.) As to the thing, that, when
he wites, ye come; when he offers, ye reccive and give
the Lcrd you anfwer, not a Nay-fay, buta s, as ye

will be anfwerable: And, upon your faying Zza to this.

co-enant on his terms, we declare in his name, that he
fays Yea, in taking~in the finner that fleeth unto him,
(2.) As to the whole of the thing: For ye muft not halve
God's covenant ; but, as ye accept of God to be yours, fo
ye mauft give up yourfelves to him 1o be his; and as ye
take Chrift for paying of your debr, fo-alfo yo muft.take
hinr to help you ‘to do your dury: Take all therefore,
and fubmit yourfelves intirely to him in this covenant,
(3.) As to the time, ye muft do all this prefently : For.
the Lord dotb not allow us to giye you an hour, or to
promife to treat with you one hour after this; ‘tis now,
Crme and let us_join -ourfelves o the Lord, - "1'is no difficult.
thing that ye are called to; ’ts to believe ewith the heart,,
_ and to confefs with the momthonr Lord Fefus Chrift, . as it'is
Ram. 10.9. The Objeét 1s Chrift ; the condition is faith,
whereby he is gripped and taken hold of, and which go-
cth our towards him in the word ;: And fo ye have no
more ado, but, when the oficr and promife comes out, to
accept and fubfcribe, and to fay, [ am the Lovd’s, I will
be bis, to be faved by bis vighteoufue(s, and made boly by big
grace, both which are contained in the covenant; 1 am

" . content to be heholden to him both for holinefs and hap~

pinefs ; and-it hall be a bargain. The Lord himfelf
rfwade you to do fo, and that -prefently, withour de-
ying, dallying, or fhiftirg and off-putting., - o
Now, it may be, thar fome think t!ns to.be a goed
bargain, but they know not how to make it fure and ficker,
fo as it may hold for ever. And thereforé this-is the laft
thing, that, in ‘the fourih place, we would fpeak a little
to, viz. How fhall a perfon covenant with Gdd, and know
tHat he hath done fo in very deed ? (for the direétions how
to ovenant are fo many ‘evidences of “covenanting, when
. formed.) For diregtons then in this matter ; We would
}n general, in the :1f place, have ground to fuppofc :Ed
‘ (\ ". - \ g t c
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take it for granted that ye know, what ye are, even fin-
ners, and .that fin hath laid the foundation of 4 quarrel
betwixt God and you ; and that ye know what he is a de-
figning and doing by this preached gofpel, even to bring
finners into this covenant, and to have an union made up -
betwixe him and them. Bur ye will, belike, fay, I know
not how to make it fure. There is no anfwer o this, bur,
Be doing, till ye ger it made fure; for your unfurenefs
mauft flow, either from fomething on God's fide; or from
fomething on your fide: Ye dare not, I fuppofe, fay that
it flows from ‘any thing on God's fide, or, if ye fhould,
this is the way to make him fure (to fpeak fo;) and, if it -
flow from fomething on'your fide, he-bids you, Return,
backfliding children, and ke will beal your backflidings, -and
make it fure,  Bur, in the wext place, and sore particu.
larly, confider, 1. Your end and defign, what ye would
be at.  Ye may have fome general aim at fomething thae
is good in itfelf; bur that is not enough, it muft be fome-
thing more particular and peculiar : Is it to get God ro be
your God? doth that fill your eye 3 Isit to get your back-
flidings healed as well as pardoned ? ‘That is right, if your
aim be.to have God and fpiritual good. I mention this
the rather, becaufe fome may love God and the covenant,
for fome temporal good; whercas others love him and
his covenant, mainly for a-fpiritual good, and think them=
felves well come to and made up. thereby. W herein lies
the difterence ?, will ye fay. F anfwer, in a word, “To
love God and the covenant only or mainly for temporal
mercies, is ill and felfith; bur fo love God and his cove=
nant, to be made thereby really happy in the enjoyment
of him, and to be made conform to him in holinefs, is
good and defirable, and neither feMfith nor fervile and
- mercenary: As-it is no unkindly-like token in a wife to
love her husband, to be delighted in him, and to like
well to dijoy his company; fo it is a kindly-like mark for
a foul to love God, on the account of the happinefs and
(holinefs that are to be had in him, and from him'; Love
to God fhoulders not out all regard and love to ourfelves
fimply, but it fhoulders out love to.lufts, and all inordi-
nare love to felf and to every idol;” nay, “ris inconfiftent
with true love to God, not to care whether we be happy.
‘ »

\
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n the gnjoyment of him or not. -2. Confider how, and
y what means, and.on what terms ye feck to come at
‘hatend: Are ye fecure, and fenflefs of your fin and
mitery without God ? *Tis very like, that ye make bura
blind bargain whereof ye will have no real advantage;
Bur, have ye any kindly touch of your fin and mifery,

and of your need ot a Saviour ; and-have ye recourfe to ,

him, as One able to fave to the uttermoft-all that come unto
God 1brough b:m, and who lives for ever to make interceffion
for them? Ye may know fomewhat of your fincerity . in

covenanting with God by the way that ye come te him,

3. What .ufe make ye of the Mediator, when ye are

come to him? Is your peace with God, and your hope -

of holding by the bargain, grounded op him? Do ye lay
the weight of all the good ye expe&, on his mediation,
on his fatisfaction and interceflion, on his putchafe ¥ Do
ye hald all thorow him? That’s a good token. 4. Are
ye content to give to God, as well as to take from him ;

" to devote yourfelves to him for fervice, as well as to en-

. bygone flips, failings and unfaithfyl dralings with Ged,

joy him and happinefs in him ? ‘This alfo'is a good token,

as well as a direGtion. §. Are ye in much holy fear and

jealoufy of. backfliding ? and is it in your eyeand aim

purpofly to article this with the Lord, 2o put bis fear in

your beatt, that ye may mot depart from bim ¢ - Many pers
fons will fometimes in'a warm fit, or in a good mood (as
we . ufe to {peak) come far on, as dgrippa did, but quick-

ly fall off, and return to their wonted biafs, coldnefs and |

indifferebcy ; therefore, in your covenanting with- God,

“there wotild be much holy fear, left it be nior found, lett

it hold nor:” Let your foul fay, Now I am abfolutely and
unrefervedly given away to God, not by mortgage or
wadfet only (to fpeak fo) but without reverfion, even for
ever. 6. Ye would come to clofe actually with God him-
1elf in covehant: Many come to the word and facrament,
to ger, as they think, fome good ; but come not.to the

" covenant, to be really and perpetually joined ro the Lord

‘himfelf. 7. Ye would feek after fome heartswarming,
by God’s Spirtt within you, and fome lively exercife of
your faith in him, as ye fee to be in this péoples. cafc,
8. Perfons that arc in earneft will be much affeéted with

and

!
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and are afraid of falling back and of dealing loofly with
the Lord; and this puts them on:to be more folicitous ' -
and careful, to take on the mo bands, and to caft the
knotthe fafter, becaufe the heart is deccitfal: - Come (fay
they here) apd let s join ourfelves to the Lord, in a per=
petual covenant mever do be forgotten. They are not cone

. tent with a covenant, except it be fickar ; the heart pros
' tefts againft icfelf if it fhall draw back, and refigns and
renounces its liberty to do fo any more, if. it may be cal-
- led liberty. 9. A perfon would aim to have himfelf fure
and fartisfied as to this, that he hath really given his con-
feot, that he may have quietnefs in the affurance of its be<
ing fo; yet, not laying -the weight of his peace on his
clearnefs and aflurance, but becaufe his comfort much de«
nds thereon, therefore he. will endeavour to have any
lank filled up, and the bufinefs put to a point: He
comes to this covenanting, with holy fear, felf<fufpicion’
and jealoufy ; and goeth from it with tear: And as he is
"atrended with this fear in covenanting, fo in receiving the
| facrament the feal of the covenant ; Come (fay they) and
. let us join ourfelves to the Lovd, in a perpetwal covenant that
| Jballnever be forgotten. O fo fure as-they would have it !
| ' Ye who fhall thro® grace come thus, fhall find the Lord
|, Jefus waiting and ready to, welcome you. . o
But, "tis like, ye will ask, How is the facrament made
ufeful and helpful in this joining to the Lord in covenant 2
¥ anfwerin geheral, as to the believer, Thar all the pro-
mifes are his, and it feals all the bleffings of the covenant
to him, becaufe the condition of the covenant is' found
in him: Even as a pardon given to a rebel on condition
he lay down his arms, when he doth lay them down and
accepts of the pardon, the feal is appended td it, which
makes it firm and fure. But what if the perfons doubt
of their havipg entred into the covenant,? 4nfever- 1. They
are cirher fuch as are mere ftrangers ro God, and have no .
defire after, nor refpe& to the covenant ; thofe are under
God’s curfe, and fhall get no good of the facrament, be-
caufe they refolve not to take Chrift o fulfil the condition
of the covenant in them, and are not in earnett to be in
nder the bond of the covenant : Yet, if even fiych would-
erioufly refolve to fulfil the condition, or rather to take

’ Chrift
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Chrift to help them to fulfil it, they fthould be welcome:
Or they are fuch'as arc doubting, tho' they have fote -
Joncft defire: -Such would remember, the bargain is mu-
tual, and: they muft engage to God, if they would have
God engaged to them : And, if ye have not done it be-
fore, do it even now, and the factament fhall be ufefal and
helpful to you, in thefe refpe@s: More particularly,
1. For, fealing chis general truth, If I believe in Chyift, I
Jball bave atermal life : In which refpe@, ‘tis like a
pardon offcred to a rebel on condition he lay dewn his
arms; he would firt fee it in writ, "and then e would
have it fealed: Weil (fiith the king) ye fhall ger it
fealed. 2. *Tis ufcful, and hath inflaence in a ‘moral way, .
to make you accept of pardon, and to enter in the cove-
nant : In which refpe&, ‘tis an argument, as to allure the
rebel .to accept of the pardon, fo to perfwade and affure
him, that on his acceptance he fhall have it a&ually and

. eertainly, when 'tis holden forth, fealed: For,. faith the

Lord, in the facrament, ye have my covenant, and here
I am ready tofeal it. 3. It furthers our joining in cove~
nant, in refpeé of its clear holding forth and manifetting
the bleffings of the covenant. The word fith, that ye
are finners, and thar y& will get nothing ehat fs truly good
but in and through Chrift; and that God is conteat to

-covenant with you, and fo pardon your fins thro’ him ¢

And the facrament brings Chrift and the bleffings of the .
covenant to be fome way vifible and fenfible to you; and -
the gofpel tells how: it is done. 4. In the facrament the
Lorg condefcends in the moft formal way to covenabr;
for in it he faith, Take you my Soh’s blood to wafh you
who are guilty and filthy : And.your taking is, as-it were,
a firiking of hands with -him, and a-faying, Content,
Lord, let this blood wath me. And thus, looking to the
word of inftitution, which gives . footing to faith, and ex-
ercifing faith thereon as your warrant, your faith is kelp-
G to take hold of Chrift by and in the (acrament. 5. It
helps to clofe with the covenant,’ by letting you fec the -
ounds of the covenant, whercon it is bottomed and -

“built. If thou fhouldft fay, Tho' God would covenant

with me, I will not keep: The facrament holds out Chrift
ss Cautioner, that hath put him{clf in our room, and-en.

.
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ed in eur name to make us forchcoming.  And if thou
fhwuldtt yet fay, Will God indeed accept of the like of

" me? It faithy Here is a broken and bleeding Saviour and

Mediator.to lead thee to Gad, a Saviour who hath made
himfelf a propitiation for fin: And hercupon the finnee
may be ftrengthned to take hold of the covenant, becaufe
ia the facrament he fees Chrift himfelf laid as a bridqe, -
on which he may come over to God, and his ren: fcfh
as the Vail through which.he may, as by 4 mew asd living
way, enter into the bolief, ‘ .
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Jcrémiah 50. ©. §. ———Come and let us join ourfelves to the
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that foall not be forgotien.

SERMON V.

"HER E are two main and mighty uptaking bufi-
neflcs to the people of God ; the one whereof is,'
How to win to be in covenant with God, to be

~ friends and in goed terms with him ; the other is, How

to ftand to, and keep covenant with him, and to live as
being made friends with him according to the obligation
that lieth on them, This is the great defigo of all'preach-
ing, to bring them within the covenant, who are withour;
and to make thofe who are within the covenant, to walk
fuitably to it: ,And as thefe are never feparated on the
Lord’s fide, fo fhould they never be feparated onour fide;
therefore thefe people are brought in here faying, Let us
foin ourfelves to the Lovd in a covemant: And not only fq, .
but there are two words added by them, to fhew their
carneft defire to keep and ftand to the covenant ; the one.
35y a perpetual covénant; the other a covenant that fball nat
e forgotsen, the impreflion whereof may never wear away..
And this' we congetve to be their meaning, 1. Becaufe to

_ forget the covenant, in fcripture, is to deal falfly in ir; -~
. 8nd toforger the covenant, and to break it, are the fame.

2. Becaufe it is (as we take it) oppofed to their fear of
falfe dealing in the covenant: As if they had faid, Weg
‘were once in covenant with God, but we did deal falfly
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