239 Through Chrif's Blood abone,
fake : T am engaged in this, and thar, and the other duty’;
Lord, help me to perform. "And, for your furrherance
in humiliation and’ foft walking before God, look on all
your fius as aggravated by this unfaithful and treacherous
dealing inGod’s covenant ; and on all duies, as thofe which
our covenant with God binds ‘you' fo depend on him
for firength to be communicated to you according to the
Coverant, for going abour them fuirtably and acceptably:
, And within‘a little while ye fhall get a fair pafs to be gone,
and a full difcharge of all that ye were trufted with, accor-
ding to the covenant.: And the Lord help you to be faith=

ful, fo that it may be betwixt God and yo in very dccd\

a perpetgt\al covenant that foall not be forgotten.
Sy BY WP B U U

‘A SER MON preiached immediately t:;é-,
‘fore the Communion, . -~

~» On Matsh, 26. ver. 28, 29,
For this is my Blood of the wew teftament, which is fbed for
‘- many, for the vemiffion of fins. But I fay unto vou, I will
" mot' drink benceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that
day when [ drink it new with you in my Father's Kingdom.

L'THO’ we had no more to.do ar our meeting to-

’ gether -in this place to day, ‘but to read and hear
thefe fame wenderful-words, it our hearts were ina
-fuitable frame, knowing and confidering what we are ahout

.and doing, we would be in a divine rapturé and tranfport .

of admiration at his lave, and kindled into a flame of holy
zeal for his glory, by them. O what fweet and, happy
words are thefe from our dying Lord Jefus Chrift his
mouth! Eye bath not feen, ear hatk not beard, neither bath
.4t entred into the -beart of man to conceive, what things the

Lovd bath prepared for them that wait for bim. And in-

.decd there is @ fum.of them in thefe words, they being a
compend of the teftament and legacy which our Lord hath
“Jeft to his friends: O finners, be of .good cheer, there are

" .good news and glad tidings of great joy here: Here is
+she new-covenaat and all tha is in it, and remiffion of fins
Lo S ' O is



. -« {sthe Remiffion of Sins. Y
4t particilar, as the legacy: Here is Chrift, which maketh
this covenant favoury ; and it is confirmed by his death,
who is the Teflator thereof ; which makes it fure : Here is
heaven and cternal glory; and what would you have more?
Tbis is (faith he) my blood of the mew teffament, which is
Jbed for the ‘vemiffion of the fins of many :+ Which holds
forth the promiifes, and the convey of them; the legacy,
and how it comes to us. [ will not (faith he) drink of this
fruit of the vine, until I drink if new with you in my Fatber's
kingdom : There: is beaven, the heartfom upthot of all,
Remiflion of fins come td finners covenant-wife, thro®
Chrift’s blood ; and by clofing with Chrift, and making
application of this blood, finners come to get remiffion
of fins, and all the bencfits of the covenant; and are
"brought at laft to drink the new wine of heaven, and to
“drink it néw with Chrift; even to fhare in his glory, to
have one feaft and glory with him. And truly, if there
were no more to be faid, we may moft confidently fay,
that thefe are wonderful glad tidings, which our blefled
Lord Jefus hath left to be the great fubjeét of the do~
&rine of the gofpel, and the fcope of the: facraments,

We fhall, 1. Open up the wordsa little. 2. We fhall
‘draw fome do&rines from them. And then, 3, Infift in
the application. .

Firft then, for explicaton. From the 26th verfe is fet
down the inftitution of the fupper of the Lord ; wherein
we have, 1. What Chrift did. 2. What he commands the
difciples, and us in them, to do. 3. He explicates, in

_ thefe words, what he hath been doing, and commanded

to be done § Tbis is myblood (faith he) of the mew tefia-
ment, &c. asif he had faid, Would you know, what it
is thatI am doing? There was a covenant made long
fince betwixt' my Father and me, concerning theele&;
wherein { condefcended and tranfa&ed to take on man’s
nature, and in that nature to fuffer and fatisfy Divine
joftice for their fins: And this is the’ commemoration of
my fatisfation, according to-that covenant, and the exhi-
biting and giving to you a confirmation of your interet in
all the bleflings of that covenant, whereof remiffion of
fins is one, and a main one. He needed, as would feem,
to have faid ne more, »but(ihat he was going to fuffcr, and

. .
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to fuffer for this caufe, even to purchafe redemption -t6
finoers: But he will further fhew his difciples, and in
them all believers in him, that this came not to pals b

guefs, but according to an old covenant and eternal trani-
ation that paft borwixt Febovab and him ; and fo adds the
facrament to be a commemoration, and a more full confir~
mation thereof to belicvers, of all that is purchafed by ir,
and promifed in it. In the 29th verfe, he hath taw words
further, one of warning, another of encouragement:
3. One of warning, I Jay unto you, Henceforth I will mot
drink of the fruit of the vine: As if he had faid, Take
heed what ye are doing, -make this communion very wel-
come, and let it confirm and firengthen you againft the
trials thatare coming; for I will have no mo communi=
ons with you after this manner in this world,, 2. A word
of encouragement and confolation : Becaufe they might
think and fay, Alas! Lord, what will become of us, if
we fhall have no mo communions with thee ? Be not (faith
he to them on the matter) difcouraged: We fhall yet
have moré and more intimate communion than ever we had
here on earth: There is a day coming, when we fhall
have a fweet communion inf the kingdom of heaven roge-
ther, when we fhall drink it new, when we fhall have the
thing fignified, even communion without the intervention

_of ordinances, in the full harveft of joy in God, in his

kingdom, Then, v. 30, as if he were going to a triumph,
he and they fing a byms or pfalm; partly thereby t6 teach

- ws to be cheerful, and partly to fhew that finging of

pfalms is not unfuitable for this a&ion. .

To make the former words, and what we are to fay on
them, a little more clear; we would in this. facrament,
which here the Lord explicates, confider three ‘or four
things. - Firff; Chrift’s offer: Wherein there are two

things, viz. the ourward and vifible figos, the clements ;-

and the inward invifible thing fignified by them,. which is
‘Chrift’s body and blood. In'the offer then, in fhors, we
have not only the element, or fign, but the thing fignified
and reprefented by it: Even as in the word of the gofpel
‘there are thefc two, viz. fo many words made up of let-
ters'and (yllables, and the matter contained in them. Second-
Yy, Confider the receiving of Chrift’s offer, wherein there
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is the Remiffion of Sins. 243
are two things, 1. The a& of receiving the element by
the hand; 2. The heart’s receiving what is offered in and
by the elements: Even as, in hearing the word, there is
the giving or lending of the ear to the voics of words,
that they may be. underftandingly heard ; and there is
the recciving what is fpoken, by faith in the heart. As
Chrit holds forth both in his offer, fo the believer would
both ways receive ; by the hand the element fhould be re-
ceived, and by farh the thing fignified fhould be recei~
ved. %birdly, Ye would confider this application of the

| thing fignified in a twofold refped, . 1. Asit holds out the

entring of us into the covenant in order to the reccivin
of the pardon of fin, when the facrament is confider
complexly with the wotd; 2. As it applieth Chrift and
the bencfits that come by him for our confolation. Chrift
is to be reccived in the former refpe@, before he can be
received in the latter; we muft needs reccive Chrift in his
offer, ere we can receive any benefic that comes by him:
Therefore the word goes along with the facrament, that
we may get a grip and catch-hold of Chrift by the covea
nant ; for they that are without the covenant are without
Chrift and all faving benefit by him; but whete Chrift is
received, and faith clofeth with him as he is offered, the
foul may warrantably: make application of him, not only
for pardon_ of fin, the particular benefit here exprefly
mentioned, but for all the other benefits of the covenant ;
whereas they who have. not faith, haye nothing, and re=
ceive nothing ; but are deeply guilty thro’ their not re-
ceiving, but rather reje@ing and defpifing of Chrift and
his benefits,  Fourtbly, Ye would congdet this facrament, .

;| asit feals directly our warrant to receive Chrift and his
i benefits, or asit feals our application of Chrift and his
4| benefits; for it may be ufeful for both, and is aCually (o
;| to believers: In the firff refpe&, we offer to you a good
i fecurity for your falvatioh, on condition of your receivir,3

Chrift ; but, in the fecond refpe@, the fecurity is feale

i fimply, as having God’s feal appended to it, toall who have
i reccived him. Thus the tree of lifc was a feal of the co-

venant of life by works to Adam, if he ftood ; but it was.
not a confirmation that he fhould have life by the covenant,
£xcept he fulfilled that which was called forin it  So cir=
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cumcifion was a feal of the righteoufefs of faith-to [bmas)
"and other vifible Church-members, as well as to Jfaac, in
the firft fenfe, that is, that the fecurity was good ; but to
Ifaac, and belicvers, it was not only a feal or a confirma-
tion that the fecurity was good, and fufficient in itfelf,
bur a feal of confirmation that it fhould be good #o'them :
“Therefore, in coming to -partake of the facrament, we
would premit alway our clofing with Chrift ; and then we

‘have not only God’s word and oath, but alfo the facrament -
for his feal of confirmation of the covenant. -In u word, , :

. Chrift doth offer here to all a pledge that he will make * .

ood the covenant ; and it is the great guilt of many proa
gcﬂ'ors of the gofpel, that they c%ofe not with himin his
offer, fo as to make ufe of it : Which makes them guilty
of the body and blood of the Lord; which they néi-
_ ther would nor could be guilty of, if this were not-in
their offer : But “tis more to belicvers, who have by faith
clofed with Chrift ; this feal of the covenant, accreweth
. 16 their fecurity, who have taken God’s word, and refted
onit: The believer, then, is not only fure in this re-
1pe@, that he hath a good warrant to truft and lean to, that

is, a fealed covenant ; but alfo, that it will pot fatl him .
in particular: So that, he may fay, 7know is whom I bave .

belicved. And we would not divide thefe things.that God
Thath fo wifcly and well conjoined, viz. clofing with Chrift

and, the covenant in the right way, ‘according to the terms

thereof ; and taking this feal of confirmation of it.

Now, in the fecond place, I come to give you a little |

viéw and fhort feries of the gofpel, in feveral obfervations

from the words; that-we may hafte t6 that which we

more particularly aim at, to wir, the #/e of all.

Firft, then, Obferve, That all men and women, even
#be -eléth mot excepted, ave fisiful, and as fuch confidered be.

fore God'; fo it is faid, fa. 53.6, Al we_like fbeep bave
- gowe aftray o ‘This is the object of the gofpel, finmers ; the
perfons for whofe behoof Chrift hath made his te®ament,
and to whom he hath left his legacies, are {inners, even
finful men and_women 3 and, the more fin be in them, the
- more grace thines in .God’s ‘choofing of fuch, and in
. Chrift’s dying for fuch, and not choofing nor dyingf:il::
i v - .o -
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fallen.angels ; It is finners (I fay) who are the objeét of
Chrift’s reftament, } . ) .
Secondly, Obferve, That theve is a grand defign laid by
God from eternity for the faving of many finnersy and for,
procuring to them remiffion of fins, the fruit of the antient.
counfel of the bleffed ard giorrous Trinity. And this is ic,
which Chrift aims at in all his ordinances, to ger finners
ardoned, and freed from the curfe due to them for fin,
reconciled, juftified, fan&ified, and brought ro drink the
new wine of heaven.  This is laid down by JEHOVAH,,
as the bafis and foundation, whereon he hath reared up a
magnificent” and glorious ﬁ’Jpcrﬂru&urc of the riches of

| his moft fovereignly free grace, for making it <o thineg,

forth confpicuoufly and radiantly throughour all ages.’

Tbirdly, Obferve, That- there is a covenant well ovdered, - '

fuited and fitted to promose this great and glovious end and de~
fign of faving finners ; A covemant fo contrived, as it
may well fuit the faving of finners, and procure unto them -
the remiflion of fins. There is a tranf:&ion betwixt God
and the Mediator ; a Surety and Cautioner is provided -
to take on the debt of the elet, and to farisfy jultice to
the full for all their fins # And this is one article of the cove=
nant, that the Mediator fhould undertake thy debt, O be~

* liever, and fatisfy for it: He awas (faith [fziab, Chap. 53.)

wounded for our tranfgreffions, bruifed for ouv in‘quities, the
chafitfement of our peace was on bim, and by bis firipes we
are bealed. , ’

- Fourthly, Obferve, That, according to this covenant and
tranfattion, our bleffed Lovd Fefus bath really, allually and
fully fatisfied for the fins of believers, accord:ng to bis under-
taking : So that, as in the counfel of God, that grear truft
was pat on him, and he undertook the work of finners
redemption ; fo, now it is, Fatber I bave firifked the work
wbich thow gaveft me to do: The covenant is exaétly ful-
filled on-my part, not ‘one atricle of it is unfulfilled ; all, |
that was committed to me is now fully performed : Hence
it was his laft word on the crofs, It is finifbed,

Fiftbly, Qbferve, That by the application of the blood of
Fefus, thrd a [imm’: clofing with bim and intere(fing bimfe/f
in bim, be may and dotb obtain vemiffion of fins, and partake .
of the benefit vof - vedemption P(;Z‘h‘[m by bis blood, even of ‘all’l
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246 Thro Chrif’s Blood alome, -
#he benefits of the covemant.” THerefore, when he hath faid
This is my blood of the mew tefament, which is [bed for tb
vemiffion of the fins of many; he turns over the words to
them, and tells them, that they Ball drink the fruit of this

vise wew with bim in bis Fatber's kingdom, As it was made .

fure, that A4dem was to have life, on the condition of
rfe€ abedience ; fo it is as fure to a finner, taking with
is fin, and betaking himfelf to, and clofing with Chrift
and his farisfalion, that he fhall have pardon of fin, and
all the benefits of this covenant, even to etcrnal glory, fe-
cured to him,
. Sixtbly, Obferve, That as our blefled Lod Fefus Chrift
bath purchafed this vedemption and remiffion, fo bé is moff wil-
ling, defivous, and preffing, that finners, to whom the gofpel is
" effered, [bow'd make ufe of bis righteoufnefs, and of the pur-
cbafe made theveby, for this end, that they may bave remif-
Siom of fins and eternal life. For, not only is the fecurity
ood, fufficient and fure in itfelf, the teftament being con.
rmed ; but he is (to fpeak fo with reverence) paflionate-
* ly defirous that finners fhould endeavour on good ground
to be fure of it in themfelves; therefore he kindly puts
it in a legacy, makes ferious offer of it, and firongly con-
firms it to all that embrace it.

Scvensbly, Obferve, That ‘tis to tefify this bis willimgnefi

-3bat fiwners fbould mrake ufe of bis purcbafe, and lay bild
on bis righteoufuefs, on vemiffion of fins and life thro' bim, and
%0 promove the acceptation thereof among finners, that be bash

- inflituted this ordinance of the communion. Take ye, eat ye,
&ec. For this is (as if he had faid) the end of the infti-
tution of this facrament, and the reafon of it, even to be
a fign and feal of confirmation to many, of the remiffion
of fins, thro' my blood: This was my defign in laying

- down my life, to get many finners pardoned ; and this is
_the end of the inftitution of this precious: ordinance of

my fupper, to apply it tothem, and to confirm them in

- the faith of it, -,

- Eigkbly Obferve, That they awbo would partake aright of this
Jacrament for theiv confiymation as to the pardom of tbeir fins,
and thetr fbavirg in the veft of the benefits of Chifi's purchafe,
would firft clofe with Cbrift in tbe covenant, and make that
¥he way of their praking ufe of this [acrament, bo confiren the

: » Lid
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gain 2 Therefore is it called the cup of the mew covenant
'in bis blod. This is the fines quo wow, cven clofing with

hrift in a covenant ; elfe the facrament can do no good :
It is the great thing that admits finners to have right and’
aecefs to Chrift’s purchafe ; the writing muft firft be fub-
‘ﬁérrib?’ and then fealed ; the bargain made, and then con-

med. .

Ninthly, Obferve, Tbat they who bave the offer of the gof-
pel, and are admitted to the facrament of the Lord's fupper,

* awould be fo prefent, ferions, and every way in a pofiure fuitabie

#o that afton, as if they were mever 1o bave the offer ar.occa-
fiow of anotber communion. As the Lord faith to Elijab the
prophet, Avife, eat, for thou baft a long journey to ﬁ; fo
faith the Lord to the difciples, and in them to us, Hence-
fortb I will drink no move of the fruit % the vine, till I drink
it newd with you in the kingdom of my Father : Ye will ger
no mo communions with me here, and therefore go right>
ly about this; improve it well, and let a foundation be
laid here of a folid ftanding intercft in me, that yc may be
ready to meet with the trials that are coming. :
Tentbly, Obferve, That finmers, who receive Fefus Chriff

~ owbe terms be is offeved in the gofpel, and take the facrament

Jor a confirmation of their intereft in bim and in bis purchafe,

. itho" shey [bowld mever bave anithey communion in this <world,

may confidently expell &’ joyful one in beaves. 1 tell you
(faith he) for your confolation, Tho® I drisk mo more of
the fruit of the vine with you here, yet the time cometh,

when ye and I /ball drink it wew in the kingdom of my Fa-
-sher

Eleventbly, Obferve, That boneft communicants, fenfible
of fin, and comtent to take Chrift on bis own terms, ave cal-
ledto be cbeerful, and to cheer themfelves in the lively bope
anrd ¢x£e&atinu of beaven : And a belicver, tho’ a finner,

. that takes this way, fhould take his gommunion as a feal

and pledge, confirming him in the faith aad hope of his
being cre long to have an eternal and uninterrupted com-
munion with Chrift in glory.

In thefe obfervations we have a fhort hint of the trea-
fure that believers have in Chrift ; and from them ye may
gather, what a full Chrift, a full covenant, and good bar-
gain ye have, who have rca(liy clofed with him: Ye have
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a moft liberal and richly ‘bountiful Mediator, who hath

put all thefe great things and many mo into his teftament

to finners, offcred to them in the gofpel, and fealed in the
facrament of his fupper, to all them that take him, and "~

reft fatisfied with him ; for which fatisfaion there is all
the reafon in the world. L

" And therefore, to come, in particulat application, to the

ufe of all: There is here good and large ground to fpeak
a little to thefe tbree. 1. To bring forth 1o you the good
news of falvation thro’ Chrift.. 2. To exbort and prefs
you to embrace and ‘accept of them with gladnefs of heart,
to make welcome this faithful [aying, worthy of all accep
2ation, that Chrift came into the world tofave finners. 3. To
ecomfort and folace finners, that have beraken themfelves to
Chrift, in the abundant confolation of this covenant, and
in the adminiftration of it, and in the Mediator the great
Subjet and Subftance of it. And fecing it may be well
faid here, Who is fufficient for thefetbings? ye would have
an eye to hiin, who cdn make this ﬂlgofpclfofavour fweet=
l{; and even triumph : The commifiion to preach it is his;
the ordinance and inftitution is his : And if there be any
ap‘g‘etitc for your food amongft you, any fenfe of fin, and
defire of communion with him in heaven hereafter ; Look,
O look up.to him, and befeech him to breathe on' his

- ownordinance, and to back this word with life and power,

The firft ufe then ferves to bring forth to you thisday the

good meaws of falvation thro’ Jefus Chrift, O finners, by
this gofpel and teftament of Chrift, and by the admim= °

ftration of this ordinance, we have good news to tell you ;
This is the new teffament in bis blood, wbich is fbed for the
remiffion of the fins of many. 1 fhall endeavour to hold
forth to you the goodnefs and gladnefs of thefe: news and
tidings, in theft three: And would to God we had fenfible
finners to believe, reccive and welcome them! - 1. That

thereis a good bargain thro’ Chrift to be gotten by finners. -

2. That finners, by accepting of Chrift, have fufficient
warrant and good fecurity for applying to themfelves and
making ufe of this good barfain. - 3. That Chrift is moft
* willing and defirous that finners fhould clofe with this bar~
gain; and make_ ufc of him and of-his rightcoufnefs for
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attaining the pardon of fin, and for making ‘themfelves

“Happy everlaftingly.

\ . ~ .

or the Firfl : Sinners, here is a good bargain to you
thro’ Chrift, glad tidings of great bappincts : Fear nat
(faicli the angel to the fhepherds, Luke 2. 10, 13.) beboid,
1 bring yox glad tidings of great joy, bhich (ball be to all peo-
ple; for umto you i3 born this day in the city of David a Savi-'
aury which is Cbrift the Lord: Yea, we have thefe good
fews to preach to-day, Behold, 2o us hath died a Saviour,
and he hath made his teftament, and hath left a moft
ample, rich, comfortable and blefled legacy; and is not
this a good and full bargain ? Which will be clear, if ye
confider, 1. The real worth of it : Isthere any thing a
finner can ftand in need of, but "tis here ; or any ill that
a finner can be under, but there is here a remedy for it 2
Isit the fen(c of fin, fear of juftice, felt wrath, the ap-
prehenfion of hell 2 Here are glad tidings, Remiffion of fips
by theblood of Chrift ; this is the one exprefs article of the
teftament here: We tell you, finners, there is a Saviour
whofe life hath gone for fm, and there is a free abfolution

" 1o be had, by vertue of his blood, to all who will lay bold

on it. 2, Yc have the covenant to make it fure, and: re-
miffion of fins is particularly mentioned in it for your fatif-
faction : Nay, look whatever further isin the covenan,
and ye have it alfo upan your clofing with Chrif} ; Adccord-
ing to bis divine power be bath (faith the apoftle, 2 Pet. 1.
3.) given unto us all things that pertain to life and godlinefs :
And, v. 4. Exceeding great and precious promifes arc given .
us, promifes of juftification and fanétification. What a
bundle of promifes have-we, Ezek. 36. f aill fprinkle clean
water upon yos, and wafb you from all your uncleannefs, and
from all your idels awill I cleanfe you, and will caufe you to
walk in my flatutes, and do them, &c. : There are pro-

‘mifes of fubduing of the body of death, of circumarfing

the heart, of caufing to love God, of putting his fear in

. the heart, of healing backflidings. Thefe and many mo

are articles of this teftament, which, as they are very
comforting, fo are they very frequent and abundam in
the covenant ; This word of God is, asit were, the index

_ and gatalogus.of them; and, in cffe@; there is not a pro-

mife in the word of God, but itis here. 3, There fs
i ~ yer
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250 * Torough Chriff’s Blood alene, .
{ct fomething more; and that is, the Promifer himfelf is
efc in legacy, which no other teftator doth: Tbis is my
body (faicth he) that was broken' for you ; .Open yomy mouth
wide, and I will fill it; I will be thy Ged :. That isthe
comprehenfive article of thecoyenant, and the great Gift,
the Gift of gifts; and we may very fafely fay, that, as be
could mot fwear by @ greater than bimfelf, fo he could not
give a greater gife than bimtclf. Would God there were
fuitable conceptions and apprehenfions of this none-fuch
Gift ; and that he, in wbom the fulnefs of the Godbead dwelis
bodily, were looked upon as being thus in our offer, and
were cordially clofed with by faith! Thart's a great word,
which we have, Rev. 20. 7. He that overcometb fball inbe-
vit all things; And how is it performed and fulfilled?
will be bis God ; this is all, and without this there is no-
thing, 4. Having this Gift, is there any thing that can
be added? che text fays, . Heaven : Not rhat heaven is
more than Chrift, bar this. is it, that Chrift enjoyed in
heaven, is more than Chrift enjoyed here on earth; I will
"deink it new with you (faith he) in my Father's kingdom.
The flood-gates are there (as it were) opened; and the
heart enlarged and madc capacious to let in the fulnefs of
God, to the filling of the glorified belicver even to the very
brim;, therefore 1s communion with Chrift faid to be mew
in heaven. We may have Chrift here, and believers have
him ; ‘but this is an addition, when we have pur Husband
not ooly in right, but have accefs immediately and moft
intimately to converfe with him, and he to converfe with
us, when the Queen fball be brought unto-the King in vai-

ment of meedle-work, and takes into the King's palace with

gladnefs and with joy, and the virgins ber companions swith
ber; when there fhall be a putting of unbelicf to thame
and an eternal banithment of it, and a compleating of be-
lievers fatisfaétion: The eye of the moft profoundly exer-
cifed and estperienced believers never faw, their ear never

heard, neither were they ever .able to conceive the thou- -

fandth part of thefe abundant confolations and heart-
savithing joys, that fhall flow fiom the prefence of the

., Lamb and of him that fitteth on the throne, when there
fhall’ be no interveening ordinances nor temple in that
higher houfe, but the Lamb [ball be the light theroof; and
. Lo , yet
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yet all this is offcred to finners, and pur in Chrift's tefta.
. ment to' them, to the end it may be made fure. And,
lafily, As all thefe other things do concur to make out
the excellency of the bargain; fo doth this in a fpecial -
manoer, that the price is paid, that they have notbing to
lay down, but may come and take all freely, without
monéy and without price. .
Secondly, For furthering and firengthning the confola~
tion, ye would confider, that the believer who receives
Chrift ‘as he is offered in the gofpel, tho’ he be a finner,
yet he hath a moft fufficient, excellent and unqueftionable
fecurity for, and right unto all thefe good things that our
dying Lord Jefus hath comprehended in his teftament.
Believing finners, what fecurity would ye have ? Ye have
Chrift’s word, Ifay untoyou, &c, Ye have Chrift’s cove-
nant and teftament, Tbhis is the cup of the wew tefament
in my Blood; and now the teftament is confirmed and feal-
ed, fo that neither man nor angel can anul nor alter it.
Our Lord’s teftament being fealed, it ftands legally regi-
firated in the court-books of heaven, and it ftands legal
oh thefe terms, that a finner who takes with his fin, dif-
claims his own righteoufnefs, and betakes himfelf 10
ChriRt’s righteoufnefs, putting it in the room of his own,
for his juftification before God, may be fure of Chrift's
legacy and of heaven: As ‘ris fure, that Chrift fuffored,
and infticuted this facrament for. his confirmation in the
faith of it;’ the accepting of Chrift, the fubmitring to his
righteoufnefs, the yiclding to the covenant, and clofing
with him on his own terims, gives him a right to heaven
and all the riches contained 1n his teftament. To make
out this, as being the very thing of the comfortable ap-
lication of all that hath been-faid, and of what we are
’t?nrthct to fay ; I mhall offer thefe four grounds; The firfe
whereof is, fome clear fcriptures, that hold forth fo much,
viz. That as really they fhall have life who take Chrift
and his offer, and clofe with him; as he really fuffered
and fatisfied the juftice of . God #r their fins. The firft .
of the(e fcriptures iis, :Heb. 7.24, Wherefore ke is able to
Jave them to the uttermoft that come unto God by bim : He is
an able Saviour, able to the uttermoft; and there is not a
point of latitude, longitude or altitude beyond the weter-

moff 2
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moft : He is able to fave them all ; and what all ? All that
will come and make ufe of him, and give him the credit
ot his offices; all that will come wnto God by bim. A fe-
~cond is, Rom, 5. 20. where the apoffle out-reafons fin, for
holding forth the triumph of free grace ; Wbere fin abound=
ed (faith he) grace did much more aboand ; that asfin bath
reigned umte death, even fo (and indeed it is an excellent
Jo) might gvace veign through xighteoufnefs unto eternal life
by Fefus Chrift our Lord. Tho' we would éndeavaur to
our utmoft to unfold thefe words, we would not unfold all
that is infolded ‘in them ;- Did fin make fioners liable to
death, and triumph over them ? So grace hath ereéted a
throne, by Chrift's rightcoufnefs, not by inherent holi-
nefs, and hath triumphed over fin. The way how grace
gives out its orders, and obraifis its end, is not by our
righteoufnefs, but by the righteoufne(s of Chrift, thro'
faith in him: Juftice (to fpeak with reverence] is off the
throne, and grace orders and fways all, in making appli-
cation of Chrift’s purchafed righteoufnefs: to believers,
The #bird {cripture is, 48s13. 38. Be it known unto you,
therefore, men and bretbren, that sbrough this Man is preach-
ed unto you the forgivenefs of gm, ; and v. 26. Tv yom is the
word of this falvation fent ;- O glad tidings to the greateft
finners! Through the Man Chrift is preacbed to you remif-
Fon of fins, and by bim-all that believe are juftified from all
things from wbich ye could not be ;uf{ﬁeﬂl by the law of
Mofes.  What are ye owing? or, what can the law, ju-
ftice or Satan claim? Ye are juftified from all thefe things,
And when he fpeaks thus to defpifers with a Be'it known -
wnto you, that the offer is made to them, we may on good
. ground turn it over to you, and. fay, Be it known wnto you,
sbat through Chrift Fefus -ye may have vemiffion of fins,
- and be juftified from all-things f-om which ye could not be
jufified by the law of Mofes, according to the terms of the
-covehant: Let your libel be aslong as it will; graceison '
the throne, and will receive you, 2. Confider, that the
great defign which the leord drives in the bufinefs of re-
demption, ‘and publifhing of it in the gofpel, is, that re~'
miflion of fius and life may be made fure to loft finners
that come to Chrift: Why, I pray, was the covenant
miade? was it not for this ead ? as ivis, - Heb, 8, This. is-
. . - . . W,
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my covemapt (faith the Lord) that I will maks awith ibe
boufe of Ifrael, I awill be wmerciful to their wnrightzoufnefs,
and their fins and iniquities will I vemember no more s
No more! O fweet found! What is the defign of the Me-
diator in his fuffering 2 Is it nor this? So, Fobn 10. 10, I
am come, that they might bave life, and bave it more abun-
dantly ; and Fobn 17. For their fakes 1 [antify myfelf, that
tbey alfo may be fandlified; and here, the new cvenant in
bis blood is ﬁw tbe vemiffion of the fins of many: And this
being the mean for attaining the end, 1t is impoffible -that
1t can mifgive or fail. 3dly, Confider the contrivance of
the covenant, and ye will fee that it is impoffible it can
fail ; beaven and carth fhall fooner fail, than one title of
this fworn and confirmed covenant: It cannot fail on the
Mediator’s fide, for he hath paid the price already; -
neither.can it fail on Jehovah's fide, he will not fail to
make application of grace to finners, nor be unfaithful 1o -
the faithful Mediator: And fince, upon the one fide, ju-
ftice had accefs to exa& of Chrift the full price, even to.
the leaft farthing, by vertue of the covenant uf redemp-
tion, when.he became Surety ; will not the fame covenant,
on the other fide, make it cut, that grace fhall have as
good accefs to pardon the finner, for whbm he under-
took ? For be ({aith the apoftle, 2 Cor. 5.) was made fin
" for us, who knew no fin, that ewe might be made the righ-
teoufnefs of God in bim. If the covepant (which is one) -
hath had the defigned effe€t in and on the Mediator, as
to his fulfilling all ‘that was undertaken by him’therein;
thall not the promifes made to him, as namely thefe, Jfa. -
53. 10, 11, He [ball fee bis feed, The pleafure of the Lord
imll profper inbis band, By bis knowledge (ball my righteous

- Servant juflify many, take effe€ and be fulfilled > Doubt-

lefs they will moft certainly and infruftrably. 4¢bly, Con-
fider the great experience which the faints have had of
the truth of this in.all ages: Are there any this day be-
fore the throne, blefling the Lamb and him that fits there-
on, or any that arc on their way thitherward, but they are
fo many witnefles of this truth, that clofing with Chrift
hath good fecurity for remiffion of fins, and for eternal
Jife 7 There fhall never be one who fhall have it to fay,

- I trufted to this fecurity, and it failed me: And hereupon

_ rifeth
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rifeth the fweet fong, Wortby is the Lamb to receive power, and
- viches, and wifdom, and firemgith, and bowour, and glory,
and blefing, Rev. 5, 12. Nay, even thofe in the pit fhall

bear witnefs to this trdth; for (faith the apoftle, 2 Cor. 2.’

15.) We are unto God a [weet favour iw them that art [aved,
and in them that perifh’; to the one we ave the favour of death
smto death; and io the otber, the [avour of life unto life &
And in the preceeding words he faith, Thanks be to God,
which always caufeth us to triumpb in Chrif. He maketh
the triumph of the faithful minifters of the gofpel, fome
way, to be in them that are damned, by histaking venge~
ance on them, for defpifing his grace offered ; and they
arc made to fee, that it was a fure bargain to them that
* thro® grace embraced it. And if this be fo good a bar-
gain to them that embrace it, and fo very ficker and fure,
what, I pray, are we fecking, but that this good bargain

and the fufficient fecurity thereof may be taken hold on, .
as itis propofed? Alrer not the terms of it; and indeed

it would be very unreafonable to prefume to do fo, or fo
much as ro defire an‘alteration of them ; for, tho' we had
them at our own contriving, we could never, by very far,
contrive them fo well: Nay, let me fay, if angels were
preaching to you, they would think it a ﬁrivjlcgc to have
accefs to mention’ his precious name. Now, fecing it is
" the great defign of the golgel to have finners clofing with
Chrift on his own terms, O donot fruftrate'the grace of
God: And fecing grace makes offer of life and of remif-
fion of fins to finners, to fave them frecly; Jet grace get
fuch finners to fave as 'tis feeking, and it fhall be a bargain,
Tbirdly, To profecute this yet a little further ; Ye would
confider, that, as there is a good bargain to be had thro®
Chrift and by faith_in him, and as there is good fecurity
for it; fo it s our Lord’s delight and good pleafure, and:
he is very defirous that finners fhould make application.
of it by faith, receive and reft on-him and his righteouf-
nefs, for making themfelves crcrna)cl’y happy. We are
not fpeaking of fuch a happine(s and fecurity, that the
Lord will be angry at you if ye take hold of it; but of
a happincfs and fecurity, that he is ferioufly willing ye
_ fhould reccive: And he doth moft carnctly befeech you
R S A
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to take hold of this covenant on thefe fweet-and cafy
terms, that ye be heartily content and well pleafed with .
ir. . O feofible finners, do yec indeed believe this, when
we preach to- you, that our Lord Jefus is as defirous to
have you faved, as ye arc; and that his righteoufnefs be
clofed with, as ye are to -have it? Nay, imore, that there
was never a foul more bungry and greedy (when with a
heart chock-full of defires after ir) to communicate, than -
he is ferioufly willing to admit fuch a foul to communion
with him? Thep, as ye would do him a pleafure (and
“tis all that ye can do) keep not at diftance, burt ftep to,
and take what he, offers; not only the facrament, but him-
felf in it, for your Head, Husband and Lord. And, that
ye may not fcar, ftand, nor halt, to do fo; confider,
that there is not only a warrant to come, but that he cal-
leth you to come, and is ready heartily to welcome you:
Come on his call, ‘and his call is no lefs broad than the
“call of the gofpel; there is a warrant given you, on your

- hearing of the gofpel, and quitting of your own righte-

.oufnefs, to recetve Chrift and his rightcoufne(s, and to
admit of him to the excrcife of his offices about you ac-
cording to the covenant: And indeed we know nqt 4 truth
of the gofpel that hath mo confirmarions than this hath,
vize That Chrift the Mediator is very willing and defirous
that finners clofe with him, and get the good of his pur-
_chafc.. For the making our of which, take thefe follow~
ing confiderations; (1.) What is the great defign of the
covenant, but this? ds we hdve. it, Ifa. 61. 1, 2,3. Tbe
Spirit of the Lord God s upom me, becanfe be bath anoimted
me to preach good ‘tidimgs to the meek ; He bath fent ‘meto
bind up the byoken-bearted, to proclaim. liberty to the cap-
#ives, 10 give to them that mowrn beauty. for afbes, ‘the ol
of joy for mourning, and the garmest of praife for the [pirit
-of beavinefs: And this is called' the proclaiming of the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord ; wherein all the three Perfons of
the blefled Trinity concur, as is clear, ver. 1. Confider,
(2.) All his offices, and y¢ will find that they preach and |
proclaim the fame thing: His Name is JESUS, becaufe be
Javes bis people from their fins: He is King, - Pricft and
Prophet, for.this end. And what faith bis preaching and
corrofpondent prayer, Sobs 13. Father, 1 will, that they

. ’ X whom
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“awhom thow baft givew me, be with me, but that he wauld
fain have them there ? And what fhall I fay ? Is there
any proof of it that can be given beyond bis death ? I lay
«dowwn my life (faith he) for my fbeep s The falvation of
Joft cle&t finners went very near his heart ; therefore when
‘none in heaven nor on earth can help, then faith he, Zs,
I come to ~do tby will, O my God. (3.) Confider, with:
~what pleafure and delight he” went about the work of re-
-demption; as is very clear in that 4oth Pfalm  where he
_heartfortly faith, Lo, I come, I delight to do thy will; I
even haften to undertake it: And, when he is cone, he
faith, Fobm 4.34. 1t is my meat, to do the will of bim that
fent me, and. to finifb bis awork :- And what work was that ?
Even to lay down his life; to- gether the loft fheep
of the houfe of Ifrael; to take away the feud that was
.betwixt God and them, and to reconcile them to him:
And, when it cometh.to the very puth of a&ual laying
-down his life, he will not_open his mouthto divert it; tho® -
he might have tommanded more than twelve legions of
angels, yet he would not doit: For this caufe (faith he)
came [ inte this world. (4.) Confider the end of all the
.ordinances: W herefore are they inftituted 1 What faith
.the word, but that, Throwgh this Mas is preacbed unto you
forgivenefs of fins? What fay minifters, butthat, #%e are
ambaffadors in Chriff’s fiead, befeecbing you to be veconciled
unto Ged? which evidenceth plainly, that Chrift would,
fain (to fpeak fo) have peace made berwixt God and
finners, and them faved: And what faith-the facrament, -
but even the words of the text, This is the nesw covenant
.in my bleod fbed for the vemiffion of the fins of many * And
can we think on the end of - thefe ordinances, but we muft -
alfo think on Chrift’s willingnefs that fioners fhould make
-application of him'and of his. purchafe? (5.) Confiden
fucther, how he cfleems a finnér’s coming to him ; There i¢
(faith he) joy in beavensat the converfion of a finner - We
may fay; that it is the gladnefs of his heart, when any
finner cometh home to him;  therefore it is faid, that the
pleafure of the Lord [pall: profper in bis band, and be (ball
fee of the travail of bis foul and be [atisfied, Ifa. 53 10, 1T,
It is fatisfaCtion to him for all the travail of his foul, to
fee finners coming in and. getting good of him: And, in
) the
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the Somg, He s faid to feed in the gardens, and to'be gatber-
‘ing lilies ; yea, that the day of fouls being efpoufed to bim,
is the day of the gladnefs of bis beart. (6.) Confider, how
weighted (to fpeak fo, with reverence te him) our Lord
is, whenfinners will not make ufe of him ; ’tis accounted
by him,-as it were, an affronting of him, ecven a tread-
ing of the blood of the covenant. under foot, and an account=
ing of it to be an unboly thing, a fort and degree of doing
defpite to the Spirit of grace : He who could look fome-
times on the wrath of God and not fhed a tear, yer, when
he came to Ferufalem, wept over it. And,. upon. the
other hand, O what complacency hath he in a finner’s
coming home to him, which makes him fwettly fmilc and.
rejoice ! (7.) Confider his exceeding great forbearance to-

" ward_finners while they are ftraying, and his exceeding

hearty welcoming of them when they return. Let an in-
queft (to fay fo) be led on his procedure with allthe
hearers of the gofpel thatare here on carth, and with alk
‘that are in, heaven and héll, and all of them will be con-~
firained to fubfcribe to the truth of this, that he is full
of long-fuffering: Doth he not fpare even the veffels
of wrath fitted to deftrution ? and doth he not only fpare
his own, but pity them as a father ‘piticth his children?
And that wonderful welcome of the father to his progdigal
fon, is nothing to Chrift’s welcoming of a tepenting fin=
‘ner, being but a dark refemblance of it; he cafts not up
t6 him his bygone faults, ncither fays, What is this you
have done, miferable wreich? No fuch word ; but, Zbis

\ is my fom that was dead, and is alive ; that was bff, and

now is found : Believe it, O believe'it, (which is the very
fcope of the parable) our Lord Jefus isas glad in a hol

‘'way at a finner’s coming home. (8.) Confider, how eafy
our Lord is to be pleafed with any honeft mint or effay
that is made of returning to him : He is fb very willing that

a finner make applicarion of his rightcoufnefs, thar, where

there is reality, he will (as it were) take half a faith for
faith, were it even but like a fimoking flax, or bruifed reed,
‘or & grain of muflard feed : He will take a fincere refo-
lution to 'confefs, for the confeffion of fin; which is clear,
Pfalm 32. I faid (faith David) I evill confefs my tran[gref~
pofe

.

fion, avd thow forgaveft the ,im”ﬁuiq of my fin. If he had prz
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pofed the offer of Iife on fuch terms as- would have wearied

us all our days, we ought to have judged him willing that -

we fhould partake of ir, for it coft him very dear: But
when it isnot Abrabam’s_ faith only, but any faith, how
" .weak foever, if found, that he gracioufly accepts; how
doth it fet forth his great willingnefs ? Him that cometb to
me (GGith be) I will in motwife caﬁ ouf s The word is
doubled in the original, I will not, Not 5 to thew the holy
paflionarene(s of our Lord’s defire, and his exceeding great
willingnefs to have finpers clofing with him. So, /fa. 45.

Salvarion is promifed even to a [ook, Look unto me all the .

ends -of the eayth, and be [aved + And, if finners cannot
well look, think but honeftly, and let their heart yield,
and it fhall be a bargain; He that is athirft, let bim come,

Rev. 22. And, if there he fcarce the pain of hunger of .

~thirft, The Spirit and the Bride fay, Come ; and whofoever
“awill, let bim come, and take of the water of life freely;
and this willingnefs is nothing elfe, but rhe thought and
defire of an heart confenting to accept of his offer, Or,
if this be not little enough, there is gc’fs yet, Plal. 37. 7.
- Reft in the Lord; the word (as it ison the margent and
~ Pfal. 62.1.) is, Be filent o the Lord : If the heart cannot
£ well and diftinétly fay 4men to the bargain, ler it (as
it .were) hold its rongue, or. hold its peace ; let it
~ filent, fay nothing againtt it, or give a filent .quiet anfwer,
. or, by way of approbation and accepration, keep filence;
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and it fhall be accepred : O wonderful flooping ! doth +
- not this declare and manifeftly preach the exceeding great .

, willingnefs that our fweet Lord Jefus hathto communicate
and apply his purchafe to finners 2 (9.). Confider the per-

ons on whom he confers the offer, and the manner how
«he profecutes it ; and it may yet further hold forth; how
ferioufly willing he is that finners, fhould welcome ir, and
be made up by it: Who, I pray, arc called, Luke 14. 21.
*Tis the-poor, the blind, the maimed, the balt, the lame,

&c. And are there any that can fay, they are worfe?

If thou, fay, I can'do 'nothing, I am maimed and cannot

come ; the gofpel bids call the cripple,-and provides him -

& chaviot of the awood of Lebanop, paved with Jove, and having
(to fpeak fo) all the feats and cuthions of it of love, Cant.
:3- 10, and giveth Rilts dr ‘crugches of grace to.ander pros
. . . ’ . N an
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#ind eagles wings to carry them, If thou be a confufed
body, and wot'ft not what to do, it bids -call the blind,

It thou be poor, blind, mifevable, wretched and waked, and

yet having conceited and fancied that thou waft »ich, thou

art nat excluded for all that ; for, Rev. 3. 18. Laodicea

conlifts of a_hypocritical pack, and company of lukewarm
‘profeflors, who are fo lothfom to Chrift, that he threatens -
to fpew them out of his nouth ; and yer tofuch, even to

fuch he faith, I counfel thee to buy of me, &c. And, if thefe

be invited, who can exempt or exclude themfelves from

~ the offer or bargain ? Do not thefe thingd moft convincing-

ly and irrefragably demonftrate his willingnefs, when there
is not a finner that is either poor, proud, vain, hypocriri~
cal, &%, but he is included in the call of the "gofpel ?
(10.) Confider hisurgeney and preffingnefs in making and
bearing home the offer: O how long-fuffering is he ! and
with what patience doth he wait on! *Tis notr an.ambafs .

fage that’s broken up if it be not prefently clofed with,

as a hafty man doth ; bur, 4l the day bave I firetched out my
bands to a gain-faying people, (s, 65. Ferufalem, Ferufa~

“Jem, bow often would I bave gatbered thee ! 8&c,'Matth,

-23. How doth wifdom ftand and prefs her invitation, Prov,
1.20, & 8. 1, 2, &c. Ezek. 18. 31, 32. Turn you at my
rebuke, ewby will ye die? Luke 14. 23. Go to the bigheways,
and compel them to come in. 1 Jolin 3. 23. This is bis com-
mandment, tbat ye believe on the name of the Som of God.,
*Tis not left as an indifferent thing at finners option, to -
‘de or not.do; but the fame authority, that enjoins keep=
ing the fabbath, and that forbids ‘curﬁng and {wearing,
doth lay on this command of believing, Cowe #o the wed=
ding, believe, man and woman, and be faved : And what .
is all this ro the bowels of mercy, grace, and love that

- are in him ? His belly is Jike ivory, overlaid aith [appbires &

His face is wbite and ruddy, a part whereof this is; and
yet "tis nothing (to fpcak fo) to the principal copy, which
1s his heart | that’s a great depth, even the very centre
and clement (asit wch of love. God is love (faith Foba)
as if he were nothing elfe but love s And whar a love mu@t
it be, where he is (to fpeak fo) turned into love in the

~ perfon of Chrift 2 Angels cannot to the full confider of ir,

mor congeive it ; yous hcartRs cannot reach i. Sure there
' "Ra : is
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is much, wonderfully much ground here to lay it for - an
undoubted truth, that our Lord Jefus is exceedingly de-
firous of the falvation of finners, and of many finners,
and is ina great readine(s to make his righteoutnefs fotth-
;oming to them, and heartily to welcome all that come ta

im. 4

The fecond ufe is of exbortation: And ye may at firft
blufh fee whither it runs, even to flir us up xo-accept of,
and embrace thefe good news with glad hearts. Is there
here a good bargain, and a fure way through faith to make
ufe of 1t ? and is Chrift fo willing to communicate it?
What fhall I fay to you ! isit not a pity to mifs it ? Nay,
would ye do Chrift ‘a pleafure? then lay weight on his
righteoufnefs, and,give him finful fouls to be faved by
" jum. If we fought great or hard things from you, to
pleafe bim, would you not judge yourfclves obliged to
.grant them ? But when he faith on the mamer, Give me
your fouls to be faved, and I fhall accouat that fatisfac-
tion fo me for all the travel of my foul; O how unfpeak-
ably great is your obligation, readily and cheerfully to
grant o Joving and reafonable a requeft ? If fuch a gra-
cious offer had never been made, it would have been,
.Men and Bretbren, what fball we do ? and there would have
been a mighty great farring and trembling to dgaw near :
But when it ts not to the mount that cannet be touchbedy not
10 Mofes that we are called to come, bur to a Saviour, whom
ye cannot -pleafc better than (nay not ar all, but) by
receiving of him, and whom in fome refpe& -ye cannot
difpleafc at all, if ye receive him ; let me befeech and
obrelt you, as ye would nort be found guilty of treading this
blood of the covenant under foot, and as ye would not
for ever debar yourfclves from remiffion of fins with him,
smake ufe, O make ufe of this propitiation for fin, and
for procuring your pardon and peace. Would to God this
were the fruit of fuch a day’s work ! for indeed ‘tis our

rear work, and the very fcope of all.our preaching : And, -

behold, I proclaim to you, that remiffion of fins is to be

" bad. thro” his blood, and that there fhall not be any up- .

braiding of you, ner cafting#up of bygones, if ye willin-
deed receive him, and clofe with him, on: his own fweet,

- ealy .
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eafy and very reafonable terms: O then fit not this urgent
call, and the day of your merciful vifiration.

And, to prefs this exbortation a little, Confider, that grace '
hath a throne and fhall triumph in this gofpel, either in
your gaining, or in being avenged upon you for your de-
fpifing of its riche® and frecft offers. Let us, I pray,
reafon the matter with you a litle? And, 1. Are there
not finners here ? There is not a defign in this gofpel to -
fave any others but finners ; and, if (o, #o you is this falva-
sion fent,. who by nature are finners, enemies, and at feud
with God: The do&rine of this gofpel carries in its bor
fom remiffion of fins. - Would to God ye were fuitably
affe@ted with fin, and judging yourfelves, that fo ye might’
be in fome capacity to receive it. 2. Tell me, what is
it that ye wéuld be at 2 Is it remiffion of fins ? ’tis here;
Would ye have the covenant and promifes ? here they.
arc;: Is it Chrift himfelf that ye would have, becaufe ye
dare not triyft to a promife withouta Cautioner ? here heis:

- Or would ye have heaven, and be eternally happy ? “tis

alfo here. "Confider then, I befeech you, what is in your
offer : Dare you ﬁc{, that the fecurity is not ' valid, good
, it ye fhould, there are many witne(=
fes in heaven againft you, and alfo the facrament on carth,
which now isoffered to confirm you. ‘This bargain, there-
fore, and its fecurity muft be received, or elfe wo unto
you for ever; This word which we now preach, nay,
thefe fiones fhall bear witnefs againft you, that our Lord
Jefus was willing to fave you and every one of you; and
ye would not ; and therefore your blood fhall be required
at your own hand, and he found without any the leaft
culpable acceffion toir. 3. Yeare cither to communicate
to-day, or yc are only to bg hearers and fpeators ;
Whether the one or the other, is there not a neceflicy that
e clofe this: bargain? If ye be to communicate, will ye
take the bread and wine, and misken and-flight Chrit ?
1f (o, ye will ear and drink your own damnation, Would
you have the charater of a right communicant? This is -
it, that ye renounce your-own, and truft to his righteouf-
nefs, and take the facrament for a confirmation of your

- intereft in it ; If ye come thus, ye fhall be welcome ; for

this ordinance is appointed for this very end. If ye be
’ - R : Bt
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not to communicate, this word of the gotpel comes to you
tho’ ye have fecluded yourfelves from the facrament
either thro’ ignorance or fcandal i It might be a fweet
communion to you, if yer Chrift get a-welcome ; and it
thouid, Iaffure you in his naine, make way to a new com-
munion here or in heaven. But, 4. ¥ would a little more

particularly befeech you to confider, that ye muft cicher -
- give Chrift a welcome or not, a yea or a 'nayfay, a grant
or a denial ; for there is po mean or middle ; This d:{ :

fhall.net pafs and go by without a hit or a mifs (to fpe
1o0) Chrift will not knock at your door, and nothing fol-

. low or be done ; It will cither be, that Chrift was at fuch

a rime (ruzed or) commended, and made offer of, and
Bi: people would have none of him; or that the heart
opened asthe heart of Lydia unto the Lord, and that fal-

vaion can¢ to the foul, as it did to Zacchexs his houfe.”

Your time is but fhort and uncertain, yc know ot if ye
fhall come auorher fibbath to hear ; fome that now fpeak
to you, and fome that hear, arc dailylremoved: And this
bids you m:ke hafte to creep in to him 3uickly wichout
longer delay, while his arms are flrerched out to receive

" and embrace you. There are feveral forts among you,

that kce{p at a d.ftance from Chrift} bur ] would have all
of you foberly to think, whether ye will fuy 2ea, or Nay,
There is here what may filence and fatisfy any foul that
thwarts with the call of God : Can ye fay, that there is

“any better bargain, ary berrer fecurity, or any heartier

call and invitation ? Let us come and reafon togetber, faith
the Lord (Ifa. 1. 18, 19.) Tkough your fins. be as crimfom,
they Jball be a5 white as [ ow ; though tkey be ved as feavlet,
they fball be as ool : If ye be willing and obedient, ye fball
ear the good of the land ; butif ye vefufe and vebel, ye fball
be defivoped.  Qur Lord’s blood is of thar cfficacy, that it
can make crimfon and fcdrlet-coloured fins, white, white

as fnow and wool':” Why do ye then linger, flick, ftand

or hair ? :

Ye'will, it may be, ohje? and fay, Firfl, I would fain
come, if I dur@t, Bur confider, I pray you, that "tis Chrif
and the covenant, and grace on. the throne that call you;
and this is their voice, Thou Eaff [poken and dowe evil as
thom couldfty yet return wmto me: And therefore fear abl;d

. S © tremble

.
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reemble, yet come; fear,. and bring your. fins with you'to
the fountain to be wathen, and to askirt of his love to be.
covered thereby ; and yon fhall on_your coming be

. €'eanfed and covered. Bur it may be, ye will, next, ob~
jeit and fay, I would faio come, but I cannot come. For
anfwer, Let me ask you, Is there a foul in hell this day,
-that can fay, I would fain have come, and could not come
That which we feck of you.'is, to make no long, tedious
or toilfom voyage, if there be honefty : *Tis -only, that,
when Chrift is come to you, ye will be willing to receive
him ; and, if ye thus come, ye arc believers. Do not, I
befeech you, miftake, in thinking (and thereby obfirut-
ing your own coming) that perfons muft firft be belic-
wers, and then come to Chrift: No; but firft ye muft come
with the little glimmering that ye have, and lame as ye

_ are, and it will go with-you ; his chariot is wairing for you ;
And the very crippleft of you, ‘that cannot come of your~
felves to Chrift, if ye be willing to clofe with him on his |
own terms, he fhall come to you, But ‘iis hike, fome
will, in the third place, obje@ and fay, Alas! I am very
indifpofed to come, For anfwer, I fhall grant it may in.
deed be true ; but yet confider who are 1nvited, ’tis the
poor, blind, bailt, maimed, wretchedand miferable : O what
unfitnefs have fuch! and yet none of them are excepted
againft. I would have nope to be prefumptuous agd vain;
bar, if indeed ye would fain come, ye cannot comé foin-
difpofed, as the, bargain will on that account bLe caft: It
will not be the want of a difpofition that fhall catt ir,
elfe the cripple and blind, and ~lukewarm Laodiceans had
never been invited, Whether is a fuitable difpofition of .
your own making, or of Chrift’s? Sure “tis of his; and
can ye expect ought from him, withour coming to him,
or believing in him ? But, fourtbly, Some will obje# and
fay, Alas !'I have often come, and broken away again ;
how can I then believe that I am invited ? For anfwer, I
would defire you ro confider whither that objetion tends,
even to queftion the truth of ‘the gofpel: Our Lord Je-
fus fdith, He came to fave finmers ; and ye fay, I weould
fain know if that be truec or note If ye be poor, biind,
miferable, naked, &c.-and have need, he commandsus to

. invite and call fuch; and 'ri{ the way of unbclief to make

3 , " them
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them fear at Chrift, and ftand furtheft aback from him,
who have moft need to draw nedr to him: If ye have
come and broken afterward, come again ; and, where a
knot hath not holden, caft a new one. But, alas ! there is
a fort of carelefs atheifts and fecure hypocrites, whom this
gofpel frikes dead ; and ‘carnal worldlings, who have no
fertous thoughts of what is coming : I would pofe fuch,
and ask you, Care ye for your fouls ? care ye tor remif-
fion of fins ? or care ye for the enjoying of God 2 If ye
do, then fure, it is unfpeakably of your concernment ta
confider and clofe with the call and offer of this gofpel:
And if there be any of you, that have loved your idols,
and after them will go, I would defire_you in fobernefs to
fay toir, Will ye prefer any idol to Chrift, the creature
to the Creator, the temporal finful being of your body ro

. the eternal well-being of both foul and body ? If ye will,

~ then be fure, that this conviion, in your judgment and -

" confcience, will go along with fuch a curfed refolution,
_ that Chrift and heaven were'the abfolutely beft bargain.
* The third Ufe ferves to cheer and folace. finners, that
have beraken  themfelves to_ Chrift. O all ye who are
glad to hear tell of fuch a Saviour, and whofe heart is
even now content to take him, and to’ renounce all idols
. for his fake: We have, 1. Remiffion of fins, not only to
offer, but even to proclaim freely to you ; He that believes
45 pap from deash to life, and fball not come into condemma=
tion : Theve is mo condelnnation to them whe . are in Chrift
ofus. awhbo walk not after the flefb, but after the Spirit, as
atis, Rom, 8. 1. If ye fay, What will become of the fins
that we are now under the guilt of 2 I anfawer, They fhall
befreely forgiven: In thofe days and at that time (faith. the
Lord by the prophet Feremiab, Chap. 50. 20.) the inigui-
¥y of Ifrael fball be fought for, and theve fball be mone ; and
2he fins of Judab, and they fball not be found : For I 'will
pavdon thew whom I veferve. When all the books fhall be
caft open, there fhall be nothing found te charge upon'a

believing ele& ; *Tis God that juftificth, who ball condemn ?

Sin is pardoned to'you, asreally as it was to 4brabam and

to David; and heaven is .made as fure to you, as it was to.

them, who are mbw in it : ‘Ye have the fame Surety, the
fame Saviour, the famc Covenant. 2, What promilf;
./ . wou
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would ye have? I know ye need many ; but is there any
of all the promifes thar is not in the covenant? Yea, ye
have the covenant and Chrift both, for be is given for a
covenant to you ; Al things are yours, (as it is, 1 Cor..3.)
avbetber Paul, or Apollos, or Cepbas, or the world, or life or
death, or things prefent or things to come, all ave yours, and

. ye areChrift's ; ye have a title and right to all the promifes,

and may comfort yourfelves in the affured” hope of the
gcrformancc of them. O that many were in capacity to

eceive this confolation! 3, There may be a wearifom
time here, and who knows what trials and fcatterings may
overtake you, what times may go over you, ere ye get a-

" nother communion? It were beft then, that ye who feri=
- oufly mind to cleave to Chrift and his covenant, were mak-

ing for them: And thercfore lay up this confolation, O
believers, comfort yourfelves in this blefled bargain; ye
have Chrift and remiffion of fins, take the facrament as a
feal thereof: There is a day coming, when ye will drink
it new inthe kingdom of heaven; O cheer yourfelves in
the hope of it, and for the time in this refemblance of ir,
when ye fee a poor man perfonating our Lord Jefus Chrift,
and by his warrant offering him to you : The day is com=
ing when there fhall be no refemblarice, no temple, no
minifters, no ordinances, no facrament ; but ye fhall drink

. of that new wine, the grapes whereof grow on Chrift Je-

fus the Tree of Life in the. midft of the paradife of God;

-even the wine of the confolation of glory, that will keep
'zou in a continual holy ravifhment, when all tears fhall

e wiped away, and ye fhall have full§ fatisfying blefled-
nefs in the immediate vifion -and fruition of God : And,

. fince itisfo, Let the joy of the Lord bedjom frength. TFhere

fhall not a believer come to the Lord’s table this day, bit

. . there is a day coming when he and fhe fhall drink it new,

without interruption eternally, in the kingdom of heaven :
Fatber (faith (?hriﬁ;'yobn 17.) I aill, that thefe whom
thou baft given me, may be with me wheve I am, to bebold
my glory : And again, The glory awbich thou gaveft me, I
bave given them > And Taith he, Rev. 3. 12. I will write
upon bim my wew name, and the mame of the city of my
God, &c. that is, the communication and participation of
the glory of the Head, as the members are capable. La-

bour
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bour, O labour to have your-appctites fharpned, and your
longing defires quicknedyto taﬂcpf)f this ne;fn‘:ine : ltywill
be frefh, ftrong and fweet there, And, feeing the Lord
allows you fuch confolation, take ir, and take the facra~
' ment as a pledge of it: And think with thyfelf, O be-
diever in Chrift, What! fhall I, finful and unworthy I,
ere long fit with Chrift at his table in glory3 and is this
a fign aod reprefentation of it under a vail 2 #bat manner

perfon ought I 1o be in all-boly converfation and godlinefs?

ught I not to love him much, and #o continue with bins

in all bis tentations ? The kingdom will faperabundantly
make up all: The very firt draught of this new wine will
make fighing and forrow for ever to flec away. Let your
. fouls be comforted in what ye have, and in the expe&a-
tion of what is coming: There are great things coming;
ye have a rich and liberal, a free and frank Beftower, and
notably geod fecurity. Come therefore all of you to the
due ufe-making of rhe covenant, and of the facrament in
reference to thisend: And the Lord himfelf, that callg
you, etable you to come aright, that it may be a clofed,
fealed, and confirmed bargain betwixt him and you this
day, rthat ye may have ground to fay, This is the day which
‘#be Lord bath made, we will be glad apd rejoice in it.

[ETRTERTRPRPRRRETY FRPITUPRRIFERRNPINNTPRPISS

A ‘Thal*.kfgiw}ing Sermon after the Communion, the

.. laft thar ever the Author preached on fuch an Oc-
cafion, at Glafgow, s .

. : On Matth, 26. ver. 29. \
But I [ay unto you, I will not drink benceforth of this fruit
_tf the wine, until that day when I drink it new with you
rin my Fatber's kingdom, .

SERMON IL

O UR bl-fled Lord Jefus is now near taking leave of
‘his apoftles, and preparing them for the ftorm
‘ they were to meet with: And, for the confolation
ot them and of all his followers to the end of the world,
- he infticuteth this ordinance/of the communion, to blco his
o . - Ve
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Jove-token in his abfence; that all his people might be
confident of his refpeét to them, as well as to thofe then

refent ; and that all of them might thereby be put and
ﬁcpt in the remembrance of him till his coming again,
He hath given them a mafly and marrowy fum of the
gofpel in the words immediarely preceeding ; This cup
(faith he) is my blood of the new teflament [bed for the remif~
fion of the fins of many:, To which he fubjoins, partly for
‘warning, partly for confolation, thefe now read, But [ fay
umto you, Lawill not drink benceforth of tbe fruit of the vine, till
I drink it new awith you in.my Fatber's kingdom ; asif he had
faid, Tho’ now we be fitting here at the commupion-table
heartfomly together, I tell you, that I and ye will have no
mo communions here on earth : The particle t«t is to give
_them a watch-word ; and yet, according to his blefled man«
ner and wont, he hath the beft word hindmoft, and tellsthem
glad news on the back of it; For they might fay, Wo's
"us, fweet Mafter, will we never meet again at.a commue
pion? Think not fo, faith he;: we fhall yet meert again,
and have a fweet communion in heaven, This then is a
very heartfom difmifs: Tho’ he fends them away,. ad-
vertifing them of a florm coming, and tho’ they knew not
well what was before them ; yet he heartens and ericou-
rages them with a’promife, that the fhall have this wine
new, or the ‘thing fignified by it, with a far other relifh,
in glory; and that then he and they fhould have good
days of it. I fhall fay no more to the expofition, fcope,
or divifion of the words: Take this one deffrire from
them, and then a few things en the connexion, for wfe.
¢ The great doflrine then implied is this, That belisvers
will bave a fweet commaunion in Chrifi's Fatber's kingdom in |
beaven. This is exprefly in" the text, and ¢onfirmed by’
other fcriptures, as namely, Luke 22, 29. Ye are they that
bave continued with me in my temptations, and I appoint um-
20 you & kingdom, as my Fatber batb appointed unto me 3
 That ye may eas_and drink at my table in my kingdom,
*T'his is that communion, even a-partaking of Chrift’s glos
. ry in his Father’s kingdom, and with him in it; and, Fobx
17. 22, The glwrdbicb thou gaveft me, I bawe given them o
And, v. 24. Fatber, I will, that they whom thow baft given
we may be with me, to bebold my glory which thou baft given
. - / : e
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me: 'Which words fer forth, not only the certainty of
the thing, a glorious place and day, and the excellency
.of the feaft, bur alfo aforr of peremptoritiefs in reference
thertto ; Fatber, I will, faith he. Vehen he prayed that
the cup might depart from him, he does it conditionally
and with fubmiffion ; but, when he prays for communion
in glory to him aud his followers, therc is no fubmiffion
(to fpeak fo) becaufe it was according to the covenant of.
redemption, and therefore he is abfolute and holily pe-
remptory in it; and the Fatber bears bim always: So in
the cpiftles written to the feven Churches of 4fia, Rev. 2.
3..it is promifed by our Lord, to him that évercomerh
that he will give bim the bidden manna, the white flone, and
wew name, $o fit with bim on bis throme : Let all belicvers
on earth be gathered together, they cannor tell what thig
is, what a manna, what a communion this will be ; it quite

-trahfcends all experience, all expreflion and conception :

Only in the text it is called, ' 1. #ine, which isa ver
cordial thing ; it is meat indeed, and drink indeed. 2, It

“1is called mew wine; we tafte of it here, but it is new and

hath another relith there, 3. It is ina fweet place, not
in any earthly houfe or -upper-chambér, not in a material

_temple made with hands, but in Chrift’s Father’s kingdom

“that new erufalery, that tabernacle of God, where God

~dwelleth with angels and glorificd faints; tbe city paved

$0) the very HEART of heaven. This communion hath

with pure gold; the gates Wwherecf are pearl; the foundations

" of theé wall whereof are garnifbed with all manney of precious

fones ; which bath no fun, but the glory of God and of the
Lamb is the light thereof, O belicvérs, who have fome
of you but core-houfes, fmoky holes here, ye fhall have
manfions of glory there, admirably good accommodation ;
It is with excellent and nome-fuch company, even with
Chrift ; tor he fays, that be will drink this wine new with
ws in his Father’s kingdom. It isa great matter to get
Teave to fir down with Abratam, Ifaac and Facob, David,
and the prophets Llijab, Ifaiab, Feremiab, Ezekiel, Daniel,
and the reft of them, with Jobn the Baptif, with Paul, -
obn," Peter, and the other apcftles, and with the whale
congregation of the fivft born; but it is more, to drink the
new wine with Chrift - himfelf, in heaven, who is (to fay

in -
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in it thefe five notable qualifications. 1. It is immeédiate:
All our communion here is mediate, ordinances and mi=
nifters interveen and come betwixt us and him, and there
is need of faith in order to it; but, in that ¢ommunion a=
bove, there is no intermediate mean, there we fhall fee bis
face, as it is-(aid, Rev. 23. 3. there is no temple, no mini-
fiers, no preaching, no light of candle or fun there, but
the Lamb and the Lord God, who enlightens it; the ta~
bernacle of ordinances will then be taken down, every
thing which is in part will be done away, when that which
is perfed is come; the Lord Jball feed, anwd the Lamb pail
lead us by thefe living waters, . . -

. 2..There isin it a fharing of the fime glory with the
Mediator ; he and we fhall drink of one cup, fit at one
table, and fit on one throne, Rev. 3.21. We fhall partake
of Chrift’s glory: / will (faith he, Fobnm 17.24.) that they
bebold my glory ; there we get eminently the mew name, and
the mame of the city of Chrift’s God, \Rev. 3. there bis mame

. il 'be in our forebeads, Rev. 22. 4, and our vile bodies will

be made comformable to Chrift’s glovions body, Philip. 3. 21.
QOur fpirits will be made pure as he is pure ; when we
fhall be raifed in incorruption, we fhall bear the image of
the heavenly 4dam, and our bodies fhall be made fpiritu-
al. It cannot be told what this will be, to be made par-
takers of Chrift’s glory, when the fulnefs of the Godhead
fhall be communicated to us objettively, and when God
fhall be 4l in all. 3, Itisa communion fatisfying com=

leatly ; if Chrift’s communion be full, ours fhall be full:
rn this communion oone fhall complain of defertion, none
thall defire more of the Spirit, or more confolation; for it
thall be full: Then fhall we fatisfyingly know the Jove of
Cbrift that paffesh knowledge, and be filled with all the fulnefs
of God. This water of life will farisfy to the full the grea-

_ teft thirft of fuch as long for Chrift; there fhall notube

to fpeak o) an empty corner in the moft capacious foul.

hou poor hungry and thirfty, empty and indigent belie~ -
ving foul fhalt then be full, and kept full (according to’

creaturc-capacity) to the very brim ; and thy heart, that

is now narrow and ftraitned, fhall be widened and enlarged

then, to take in this fweer and faistying wine; there fhall

not be one veflel in glory, " but it fhall be filled btimf;:

. . . . . . . -~ . wi[



296  Believers [weeteft Communion
" with the new wine of thefc flrong confolations of God, be- -
ing dilated, eapacitated, elevared and enlarged for chat
very end. 4, This communion is uninterrupted ; there thall
be nothing to mar ir, no crofs, no fin, no temptation to fin 3
For no unclean thing enters within -the gates of the neey
Fermfalem; no curfe, no cry in thofe firécts, no weeping,
. no forrow, no fighing for any thing pat, nor hotror nor
fear from the apprehenfion of any evil coming, nor any’
the leaft mif-tuning of the Lamb’s fong of praife; the
heart fhall (to fpeak fo) be fo firinged and bended, as it
$hall never again flack in its bent, but be Rill kept at ‘its
higheft note ; our harps fhall never hang any more on the
. willows, but we fhall keep them fill in our hand, chaoting
the praifes of the Redeemer to that new hedvenly tune ne-
wer heard on earth, with palms of vi&ory in our hands,
and crowns of glory oo our heads, following the Lambp |
whitherfoever he goes. » 5. It 'is an eternal communion :
We thall drink for ever with him, and be abundantly faris«
~fied with the farndG of his houfe, and made holily drunk .
with the viver of bis pleafure, with whom is the fountain :{'
life, and in whofe light awe pall erernally fee light; who
well of life is always running, in whofe prefence is’ fulnefs of
jors, and at bis vight band pleafures for evermore. Tho'
through all eternity thoufands and millions will be drinkinﬁ
of this new wine, yet it fhall never be the lefs, but is an
thall be fill freth and flowing. : -

- Now, for aplication; Let me ask you, Do ye believe
this, that therc is fuch a day coming, and that thefe are the
true and faithful fayings of God-? O if ye all that hear me
vhis day did indeed believe it! The belicf of ir, fure, s
very fuitable, and would make a very fweet life; ye will
never be holy, ye will never aright fear nor love God, ye
will never hate fin, nor be heartfom in his fervice, neither
will ye be truly thankful, tll ye really believe it. I am
afraid, if atheifts, earthly wretches, drunkards, tipplers,
‘curfers, {wearers, hypocrites, &, were fingled out and fes
parated from among us, they would be found to be buta
fmall number who belicve this: 'Do ye or can ye believe
it,, that have your ,Portion in this life, and feek no more ¥
Nay, believers, if ye indeed believe it, why are you fo

heartlefs? why cnvy ye the poor profperity of the men of

the
il
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the world 2 why do ye not prefs aftet this mark and prize 2
If ye believed 1t fuitably, your hearts would laugh within
you, your fpirits would rejoice, your faces would fomeway
fhine; and what is fpoken of this day, would have a divine -
fplendor and luftre in your eyes: If you believe it, why
fsit not your work and bufinefs to live fo, as ye:may hope
1o drink of this cup of this new wine with Chrift in heaven ?

“Tho’ ye thould drink water all your days, this wine will
- ‘abundantly compenfe thar; tho’ now the bread of fome of

you be but brown, this feaft of truly royal dainties is be-
fore you; our Chriftian friends, that are gone, are fccding
fweetly onir, Long, O believers, to be with them; an

take it not ill, tho’ ye be here fomewhar ftraitned and kept
fearce, and have but a little portion, a fmall pittance and
fcant meafure of the things of this world, when others
fare well and fumptuoufly, live high, are gorgeoufly ap-
parelled : Your feaft and royal robés are before you. The
rich and great 'men of this world, whofe portion is in this
life, care little for poor bodies that feck'God : Care ye as
little for their portion as they care for yours; they fhall
not, a litrle hence, get a drink, nay, not a drop of cold
-water, when ye fhall drink this new wine, this royal wine
‘in abundance : Chrift’s fervants fhull eat, when they fball be

. “burgry ; his fervants fball dvink, awhen they fball be tkirfly ;

they fpall fing for joy of beart, awhen the others pall mourns
and bowl for vexation of [pivit;, asitis, Ifa. 65 13. O feck
‘after clearnefs of intereft in him, that ye may throughly
‘believe, love, and long for this life. This heartfom com-

-munion with Chrift in heaven is referved for themthar keep

‘communion with him here onearth, and to them it is here
promifed : I will not fay, that none can get heaven, but
‘thofe who get the facrament; but this I dare boldly fay,
that thofe who have not communign with Chrift here, fhall -
mever get communion with him hereafter; and whocver

- ‘communicate honeftly here, fhall have communion with

Chrift in"glory. Be ye comforted who believe in Chrift,

* who covenant honeftly with him, and who bope in bis mercy ;

or he and ye together fhall have a compleatly full, imme-
diate, uninterrupted and eternal communion in heaven, that
fhall' never end. Need ye to be confirmed in the truth of

“this 1 his Word ‘may ferve you, and ye have she facramertt

r ) befide :,
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betide :- He hath lefe his word to hearten poor believers une
der all their inward and outward troubles, under their fpi-
rirual maladies and bodily ficknefles and infirmitics, and to
affurc them for their comfort that there is a good life coming,
"and he hath given the facrament as a pledge of it: Will ye
then confider ferioufly, whether this word belong to you,
and if ye may with his allowance hearten yourfelves from it, *
that there isa day coming that ye fhall get communion with.
Chrift in heaven. He doth not mean, that allthat getthe
facrament, get this communion ; for Fwdas, who nor im=-
- probably gor the facrament, is excluded. Would ye know
then, who havé been honeft communicants to-day, that
may’ expeét this heavenly communion? And methinks,
that every one of you, that hath any ferious- concern for
your fouls, will be rouzed here, and greedily longing for
smarks and evidences of that.” But, if any of you would be
at evidences to make you fecure, I declare I have none fuch
to give you: But I fhall hint at zawo or three, which may be
as dircttions in duty to you who mind houeftly : The firft
whereof is, Luke 22. 29. Ye are tbey that bave continued
awith me in my temptation, and 1 appoint uxto you a kingdoms.
Here it isclear, that thefe tawo go together, viz. continuing
.with Chrift in his temptations, and coming to his kingdom.
In a word, it is not to be religious for the fathion, but'in
carneft; it isnotto be religiousfora day or two, or in fome
_trials only, but to continue in it, and with him in his temp-
Atations, whatever they be; not only to be religious when
religion is countenanced, but when it is difcountenanced,
and perfecution is met with for its fake, and when there
-are many fnares and temptations to draw you away ; “tis a
ftedfaft abiding with Chrift in trying rimes, fummer and
‘winter, fo tofay: If a blaft of trial and.temptation come,
‘and ye grow giddy and wavering in the rruth, or if a fpiric
of profanity come (and look forit, and lay your aécount
with it) and ye be ready to laugh and give in your taunt,
gybe, and mock with the. profane, againft the power of
godline(s and the godly; away with your religion, it is not
a continaing with Chrift in bis temptations. This mark
puts you to work (and fuch marks are fafeft) 7o bim that
svercometh, isa word often repeated, Rev. 2. 3. and feral-

‘ways before you the promife of glory and communion with
, : : Chrift

’ N
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Chrift in heaven ; on fucn, and on fuch only, will Chnft
wwrite bis mew name, and fet them om bis throme. A fecond
mirk is, Ye thar do indeed keep corarpunion with Chrift

|~ here, and war againft your lufts, withour any allowed peace,

truce or ceffation of arms, till ye get them broughs down,
routed and ruined by an carire viory, thail partake ot
this communion in glory : If ye do notdcliberateiy give up
with Chrift to keep company with idols, ye may have hope; -
but the snbelieving and fearful, that cannot endure to look
a luft nor a trial for Chrift 1 the face, and who, it may be,
are juft now wearyiug of fuch a day and fermon, and it is
evenas a prifon ro them to be reftrained fo long from world-
ly bufiné{s and pleafures, are utterly excluded from all
hope, while they remain fuch. Serious fouls will, beiike,
here fay, We arc fighting, but we come not fpeed. I ana
Jwer, Letnot that difcourage you, if there be no hope to
¢ome fpeedin end; continue in the fight, and you fhall
come fpeed : Chrift is thy Caprain, and a Captain of falvatia
on, at whofe back none fell {o as not to anife. A third mark
s, i%bn’ 17. 6,.7, 8. where Chrift is praying for the dif-
ciples, that they may be admitted to this communion; and
fatth he, 7 gave them the words which thou gaveff me, and
they baveveceived them. The believer receives Chrift's words:
and keeps them,'and makes exception againft none of them ; -
when hé¢ rakes one word, he cafts not at another ; he takes.
not one piece of the covenant of grace, and rejeéts another 3
But univerfally he-approves and accepts of all Chrift's words,
atid more particularly, and in a fpecial manner, of the com-
mand of believing. Thus fpeaks the Pfalmig, Pfal. 119.
128. Lofieém all thy commandments concerning all things to
be right ¢ So faith Chrift of the difciples, f bavs given thens
thy wovds, and they bave received them ; and particularly (as
if°he had faid) I'propofed a fpecial fuit to them, that they
would be friends wich thee, and be reconciled to thee
through faith in me; and they received that word ; There-
fore glorify them. Ye may poflibly think thefe marks dif-
*ficalr ; but, would you have a religion that will pu: you to
o pains? Snch marks are high and hard indecd to flcth and
blaod, and to' your lafts; but, what lofs is in mortifying

“thele ? Is it any prejudice tt" you to receive Chrift’s words, -

. ~ an
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and to keep them, and to foliow him in his (cmpmtm,
when an hundred-fold more than ye can lofe is to be gotten

by fo doing ? And therefore we declare to you from . the .

word of the Lord, if ye refolve not to live as having on you

-the wedding-garment, we cannot fay that ye fhall eat and
~drink with Chrift ar his rable in his kingdom.

In the next place, According to the method propofed, ye
would confider the connexion, and how this purpofe comes
in ; even thus, as if the Lord had faid, Ye¢ have now_an
excellent communion-day ; but ye and I will have no more
together in this ‘world : Whence obferve, Tbat the beft
communion-day- that God's people bave berey bath a BU T
in it, or fometbing that makes it appear defe&ive ; only in
that communion -1n heaven thereIs no but, nodefe@&: And
it implies, 1. His faying to them, Ye have now been at
thecommunion, but ere long ye fhall meet with temptation
and trouble ; and as he faid, fo within a very little it came
to pafs. So may I fay, Weare here now, butdo we know

how foon a temptation may affault and prevail ? The temp=

ter is waiting on, and hath, it is like, given in his peti-
tion for a permiffion to cffay fuch and fuch a perfon, by
fome-fuitable temptation, ere to-morrow; and he offers, it-
may be, to make his hypocrify to be difcovered : And it
will be+a fad matter, it any of you ftumble and be overe
taken with the temptation. 2. It looks to she feattering that
was coming : We will not (as if hehad faid) be all toge=
ther ar the comimunion again ; for it is awritten, I will
fmite the Shepberd, and the foeep (ball be fcattered. Itis more
than probable that we fhall not all drink and eat at one table
again: Are there not fome both minifters and people dead
and gone fince the laft communion ¥ And ye may wane
fome of both, ere ye gét another ; and may there not fome
fad divifion, trouble or confufion arife, “to the offending of
fome, and laying of them afide ¢ Nay, fome may be offen-
ded at thefe fame ordinances; Satan hath many waysto break
in upon us : Nay, let me tell you, that 4 cloud of perfe~
cution may come and cover us, that we fhall not dare to
come, or may fcruple to come to fuch an ordinance, tho,

_we be how dawted and (asit were) dandled on. his knee.

3. It may look to their being deprived of Chrift’s company

“and bodily prefefice. And who knoweth, but there mz

~
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. be a cloud of defertion on ordinances, and a vailing of
Chrift's prefence ? I forewarn you, that ir is to be feared ;
.which fays, we fhould keep him well while we have him,
and net fiir bim up till be pleafe, as the Bride's frequent de-
fire.and refolution is in the Simg. 4. It may look to death
that is coming, and will put an end fo all commanions here ;

after which there will be no more ccmmunions on-earth. -

And indeed it is fuirable that ye were now bethinking your-
felves, What if we never get another ? Ought- we not -
then to feed well on ' this ? It any thing have beeh amifs
or wanting, labour to get it made up. O believers in
Ec heme afealed covenant with you, and read it
-over and over again: If any defeé& hath been on your
part, write it yet in; for, if any blank be, it is cerrainly on
our fide, and not on Chrift’s : And indeed, “tis God's great
mercy, that a feal of his covenant may be ufeful along time
after it is gotten ; flighted baptifms and abufed communi-
ons may be yet ufeful,if we could make the rightufe of them :
And I do not queftion but this communion did the difciples

_ more good after Chrift was gone frony them, than it did now
- when hie was with them at rable. 5. It may ldok to eternity.

Now we are living men and women on carth, but withina
Jittle we will be gone, and our places will know us no more ;
very probably, within twenty, thirty, forty or fifty years,

" we fhall be citar drinking of this seew Wire in heaven above,

or of rhat cup of the unmixed wine of the wrath of God,

having no reft day nor night. O profane atheift, unbelic=

ver, hollow-hearted hypocrite, and flighter of Chrift all
thy days, what a bitter draught will thar be, when God
fhall-put into thy hand the cup of his indignation, which
thall E: for ever poured out unto thee, and thall never como

from thy head ? O drunkard, tipl‘pler, and belly-god, be~

think thyfelf how that draught will go down with thee : The
Lord with bis one foot on eartb and the otber on the fea, with
asn splifted band to beaven, bath fworn, that, witbin a little,
sime fpall be no move, Ye that are young people may, if
ye will, follow the fight of your eyes and the way of your
.own hearts, and rhay rake your pleafure in the days of your
outh ; but know and remember that God will bring you to
judgment ; Your rime is wcaring away, and ye will wear
away ; "tis but a little, and sye will hear no mo preaching:!,
' -3 Y ' and
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and get no mo warnings. 'O rake them in time, if ye be
“wife ; and the Lord perfwade you fo to do. o
In the third place, The fcope of the advertifementand con=
folation is obfervable. When he was giving them the cup,
and rold them, that *tis the cup of the mew teftament in bis.
biood; he fubjoins, Bus Ifay unto you, I will not drink bepce~
forth, &c. This he doth, Firff, Becaule he would fend
them away advertifed and aflured; that there is & fartber
- ben (to fpeak {0) g morve inevard room i veligion, than the
aoft lively and comfortable ordinance bere om earth doth afford ;
a hishcr and more intenfe fpiritual pralice, than any out-
ward part of religiori : He would have them to go away
thinking with themfelves, that all is not done that may be
donc ; thacall is not win ar, which may be had ; that they
are not yet holy enough, nor happy enqugh. O place not,
for Chnift’s fake, place not your religion here, I was at the
facrament, or I got my communion: Wo to that empty

found, and to them who lean all their. weight on it ; ye may

come and abide here for a time, and go away lcaving the
marrow of the matter behind you: All is not ' yet done.
A fecond reafon is, Becaufe be would bave them parsing and
goirg from the communion with fome thoughts of dsarb, of
#beir approaching change and paffing out of time, and of eter-
' mity quickly maycbing wpow them. And iudecd it were good
oing from the communion, and from every other ordie
nance, with fuch thoughts as thefe, Death.is faft comingon
me, and I will be foon gone (faith our Lord on the mat-
ter to the difciples) and ye ‘will ere long follow me, and it
is not thefe ordinances that will be your life in eternity. It
wore good that we came to the Lord’s table, to preaching
and prayer, and went away as dying men and women :
‘This would lay much of our pride, deaden us to the world,

and make us endeavour fo hold a loofe grip of all things in

it, and would keep us under the kindly feofe of the chau%c-
ablenets, uncertainty and fhort continuance of them all ;
and might be of more ufe and worth to us, than twenty
thankfgiving-fermons : Labour then to go from every or-
dinance, as if ye were not to enjoy/another.” A #hird rea-
fon may be, That our Lord szould lead in bis followers to look
after fome framp of beaven, and of the glwious comimmnion
that it aecoming, on their fpirits ; and would bave them going

. S S from
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from the ordinances with fuch thoughts. Alas! we have very
few fuch thoughrs ; our converlation is very little or nor at
all in heaven. Believers, think, and think often, that thefe

‘rags will be rent off us, and we fhall be fér down on the-

throne with Chnift in that raiment of meedle-work. It is a
good token, when a perfon goes from a communion, from
preaching and prayer, more divineand heavenly, mak;agﬁ
every ordinance the fep of a flair (asit were) to afc

upward, having a high eftcem of heaven, and a heart ho-
lily eager and bent on it, content, nay defirous to begone,
whenever he fhall fee it meer;- and, till then, putting on
,and keeping on the whole armour of God, making for one
affault of t¢mpration after another ; heavenly in his whole
walk, in his a&tions, words and thoughts. “As ye would

- not, O believers, interrupt your communion with God in

Chrift, ftudy to be heavenly in your converfation ; for faith
the apottle, Pbilip. 3. 20. Our converfation is in beaves, frons
awbence we look for the Saviour. L‘ay afide (asif he had faid)
qur earthly-mindednefs, away with that; and be heaven-
y in your converfation, for our converfarion is fuch; and
_believers are defcribed to be fuch as love Chriff's appearing.
A fourth reafon may be, Tbat our Lord would begrten and
comforf bis difciples, and fend them away refreped ; yea, itis ta
root out their unbelict, and to arm them againft approaching
trials. So then, 1. Osur Lord Fefus allows believers 10 go froms
she communion, and proportionally from every ordinance rigbtly
come to, cheerful and comforted: "And thercfore he leaves
them with this word, telling them that they will have hard
and fad days; but withal bids them cheer tbemfelves in
the affured expeétation of a day coming, when he and
they fhall drink the new wine in heaven. Our Lord would
have believers humble, thinking on death, and making
ready for it daily ; yet he would not have them cprtur,cg
with the thoughts of it, but cheerful, as having his joy for.
their firength; tho’ he would not have their joy carnal, but
heavenly: And it is the token of a right communicant,
and of a good hearer of the word, when 3 perfon goes away
from it more fpiritually cheered and more heavenly-minq
ded. ' 2. There is wothing that can be more beartfom, cheeving
and vefrefbing to the believer, than the lively bope of commu~
itw, and of & feat on the throne, ip beaven with Chrift ;.
: o ' . avd
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and it is the mark and chhalter of a believer, to bave wo
lower defign. Alas for the fenflefs way of hearing the word,
and of communicating, cuftomary to many, wha haveno

- other nor higher defign than to partake of the outward or-
dinance! "Tis a heartfom thing to go from the gable of the
Lord with this fweet and heavenly meditation,; Chrift and
¥ will meer again ere long at a table in heaven. 3. Tke
thoughts of beaven and the bope thereof may well fuflain &
believer, were there never fo many BUTS and wants in
their prefemt condition bere.  We will not be long together,
faith he, there will be a fcatrering ; but this may keep you
from weeping and mourning, as thofe who have no hope,
that the day cometh wheo we fhall meet again, and never

rt gfunder. It is really a wonder, that we have fo few
fcarious and folacing thoughts of coming to heaven ; There
are none who look for a rich loading c.%ming home by fea,
but they will comfort themfelves in the espectation of it ;
why do we not then comfort ourfelves in the thoughts
of heaven, fince we profefsto have a hope of being there?
even becaufe we are carnal and earthly : And it fays, that
we cither think heaven little worth, or that it is an infuffi-
cient and unvalid right that is to be had to it, or that we-
do not really believe it. All the filver and gold in the
world comforts not a poor body, becaufe he hath no hope
to come by it ; fo there are not a few hearersof the gofpel,
who hear much of heaven, and of tha hope of it, that ne-
‘ver refrefheth thtm, A fJib reafon may be, To waken up
fonging defires, and to fbarpen and put ap edge upon an appetite,
#n bis followers, after beaven, and to teach them wot 2o place
sheiy bappine[s on any thing on this fide beaven; otherwife he .
would never have put their farisfation to a term {o far off :
But he overleaps (1o fpeak fo, with reverence) all the brave
, days that they had and were to have here, and gives them
‘thisfor their f{" farisfa@ion, ‘that the day is a-coming when
he will drink the wime new with thens in bis Fatber's kingdom |
and would have them, in their flight, never refting nor fit-
ting down, till they be there; for he fends them away
hungering for that communnion-table. And we would yet
again exhort and befeech you to ftudy to be in cafe to go.
from the communion, and from every fermon, having fame
ferious thoughts of heaven, and longings for it; bclicvi}r:g
Y . T that
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that the day, the joyful day is coming, when Chrift and ye
will meet, and never fhed or feparate again ; when ye palt
be with bim where be is, and be fet with him at bistable, and

. om bis throne, never to rife off it any more again : Blefled be
-God, that that defirable day is coming. Belicversin Chrift,
cheer yourfelves in the hope of it. If there be any of you
(as, alas! I fear there be very -many) that relith not this -
blefled. change, there is a fad and forrowful cHinge before
you. O be bufy, very bufy to have your intcreft in Chrift,
and the hope of heaven well fecured, by union and com- -
munion with him here ; that {o ye may have the well-groun~
ded hope of heaven, and may frequently draw comfort
‘from it: And, O that we could funder fo ! ‘The little inch -
and moment of time, that we have, will foonand very
uickly wear away, and be at an-end: Go then, my dear

* friends, with this wéll-fixed refolution, that ye muft needs,
in God’s own way,-have heaven, and be eternally bappy
in the foul-fatisfying and rawnifhing enjoyment of thar ful-
1eft and fweereft, never to be interrupted contmunion, that
will be there :- And thank God and,Chrift the Mediator for
the leaft meafure of the well-grounded hope of it; and
make it your bufinefs to have your converfation fuited to,
and {melzing ftrong of that blefled hope. ‘
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