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. o tovenamt with God. | 328
ed in eur name to make us forchcoming.  And if thou
fhwuldtt yet fay, Will God indeed accept of the like of

" me? It faithy Here is a broken and bleeding Saviour and

Mediator.to lead thee to Gad, a Saviour who hath made
himfelf a propitiation for fin: And hercupon the finnee
may be ftrengthned to take hold of the covenant, becaufe
ia the facrament he fees Chrift himfelf laid as a bridqe, -
on which he may come over to God, and his ren: fcfh
as the Vail through which.he may, as by 4 mew asd living
way, enter into the bolief, ‘ .
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Jcrémiah 50. ©. §. ———Come and let us join ourfelves to the
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that foall not be forgotien.

SERMON V.

"HER E are two main and mighty uptaking bufi-
neflcs to the people of God ; the one whereof is,'
How to win to be in covenant with God, to be

~ friends and in goed terms with him ; the other is, How

to ftand to, and keep covenant with him, and to live as
being made friends with him according to the obligation
that lieth on them, This is the great defigo of all'preach-
ing, to bring them within the covenant, who are withour;
and to make thofe who are within the covenant, to walk
fuitably to it: ,And as thefe are never feparated on the
Lord’s fide, fo fhould they never be feparated onour fide;
therefore thefe people are brought in here faying, Let us
foin ourfelves to the Lovd in a covemant: And not only fq, .
but there are two words added by them, to fhew their
carneft defire to keep and ftand to the covenant ; the one.
35y a perpetual covénant; the other a covenant that fball nat
e forgotsen, the impreflion whereof may never wear away..
And this' we congetve to be their meaning, 1. Becaufe to

_ forget the covenant, in fcripture, is to deal falfly in ir; -~
. 8nd toforger the covenant, and to break it, are the fame.

2. Becaufe it is (as we take it) oppofed to their fear of
falfe dealing in the covenant: As if they had faid, Weg
‘were once in covenant with God, but we did deal falfly
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224’ T heep Covenant with éod, S

in it, and forgot it; let us now thercfore join owrfelves in

“a perpetual covenant neper to be forgotten; let it be a con=

ftant and flanding, a lafting, even an everlafting bargain,
This being the meaning of the words, we fhall fpeak

to four obfervations from them. (the fubftance whereof ye

have heard touched on already) and thefe are,

Firf, Thas the great bazard awhich a people covenanting
with God are in, is to flip and flide from tbeir tye and em<
&agements to bim, and to forget the covemant. s

The Second is, That the great evidence of tight entring in'
covenant with God, isto be ferious and much comcerned im
Recping of it, evem as much as in entring into it.

The Tbird is, That the great defan and duty of a cove
panter qwith God is, never to forget fhe covenant, but freply
20 yemember it, fo as to be anfwerable to it in praltice. .

The Fourth is, That the great mean whereby tkis defign
is got profecuted, and this duty performed, is adbering and
cleaving to God, according 1o the covenant, Lot us (fay they) .

* join to the Lovd in a covenant. In this refpeét, adhering to

him in it, is the.mean to keep covenant, fo as we may’
néver fall from it, . - . .
The firf obfervation then is, That the preat bazard that
a people covenanting with God are in, is to flip and fall from
their éngagement to bim ¢ Qr, There is fuch a covenanting
with God, as people may foon forget and fall from; a tem=
porary and unficker covenanting, that holds not.” A per.
petual covenant mever to be forgotten, fuppofeth that there
is a fort ‘of covenanting that ﬂ’ilgs like a knotlefs thread
(te/ fpeak fo) and abides not.” - This is fadly verified in the
experience of many common profeflors of religion, and.
often everi of the godly themfelves in a meafure; evea
now there will be a bargaining with God, and within a lit-
tle they will forget it: Peter faith, Though all fbould for+
Jake thee, yet will mot I'; and yet within a very lirtle he is

“found fleeping, and that fame night denies and for{wears

his Mafter. So, . Dews. 5. 'the people fay, A!! that the Lord
bath commanded us, we will do; and the Lord faith, Zbey
bave well faid, O that there awere fuch a bedrt in them !
and yer, within the fpace of little more than forty days,
they fet up a golden. calf for their god. So, Pfal, 79.
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... adbere to bim by Faith. 22§

34, 35, 36, 37, When be flew them, tben they fought bim ;
they veturned and enguired carly after God : They vemem-
bredthat God awas their Rock, and the moft High their Re-
deemev,” But they did flatter bim with their mouth, and lied

unto bivz with their tongue ; for sheir bearts were mot right
with God, neither were they fledfaft in bis covemant ; they
abode not by the mint and effay which they made. Buc
I think this 1s beyond any nced of proof; we rather ftand
in need to have the impreflion of it made deep upon our
hearts, and to go from the work we have been about
with, holy fear and jealoufy over ourfelves, befpeaking
ourfelves thus, Whac if this engagement we have come

undér, hold not, but prove. like the banging down of the

bead like a bulrufb for a day ? Serious thoughts of this ha-

zard would, thro® God's blefling, further the exercife of

watchfulnefs a great deal morc.. When carnal felf-con-

fidence and fearlefnefs creep on and take hold of us, we
(as it were) lay afide our armour, foolithly fancying that

there is no hazard, but that all will be well ; were there

_mote of this holy fear, there would not be fuch frequent
furpsizes. Have ye not often been furgrizcd, and proved

unitedtaft in God's covenant? And, fince ye have fo many

and clear proofs of the truth of this do&rine in your own

fad expericnce, is there not the greater need of holy fear

and warchfulnefs ? ,

The fecond obfervation is, Tbat thofe who are fincere and
Jerious in covenanting with God, will be no lefs fo, in keeping
of, and flanding to it. Where people are foudd and honeft
at the heart, it will be no lefs an uptaking work to them,
how to keep covenant, than it was to ger it entred in ¢
Therefore thefe here mentioned have it as one piece of
their ferioufly uptaking bufinefs, how to be joined to’the
Lord in covenant ; and another, how to get it ftood to,
| foas it may be a perpetasl one, never to be forgotten.
- The fame reafons that prove that there fhould be, or that
there is ferioufuefs in making and clofing fhc covenant,
will alfo prove thar'there fhould - be, and will be feriouf-
nefs in endeavours to keep it ; for, if the perfon h’oneft!{ '
mind to enjoy the bleffings covenanted, he muft and wi 1
endeavour ro keep and ftand te the covenant 3 if he honeft-
ly mind 4nd fincerely dcﬁr;‘to be in good terms wcltla
. ‘ ¢ Go



216 Tokeep Covenartt with God, . . -

God thro® the covenant, he muft and will endeavoyr tq
ftand to the terms of the covenant, and breach of cove-
nant will waken a challenge. If it be a principle of true.
faving grace that puts a perfon to defire to,be urnder the
Boud of God'% covenanr, thar fame principle will make
him defire )md endeavour to adide under that bond, and
to keep faithfully to him : Thus David faith, Pfal. 119,

29, 30. [ bave chofen the way of thy p:;:{!u; and [ baye
in

uck unto thy tefiimonies. There is a choofing of the cove-
nang and teftimonies, and ‘a defign of fticking to them,
when upou choice clofed wich. - '

The Ufe of this point ferves for infiralfion. Would ye
fain have a8 mark of your honefty. in covenanting with
God?-Here it is, and we know no better mark or evi-
dence to give you than this, even to be ferious and much
conceraed in Keeping covenant: God will never account
that man to be a true covenanter; that will caft his law

* behind his back. The apoftle Fames, Chap. 1. fpeaks of

two forts of ‘men that are hearers of the word ; and he

. comgarcs the onc forr, viz, forgetful hearers, roa mag,

\

‘@wbo hebolding bis natural face in a glafs, goes away, and
firaightway forgets what manner of man be was : But the
other fort are fuch, who are not on7 bearers, but doers of
be ord ; That man (faith he) fbail be blqred in bis deed.
Tris not the fayer, butthe doer and the keeper of the

~ words of the covenant, thatis blefled. As many as feri-

oufly engage to God, are put on (as we faid before) with
as much ferioufhefs, in endecavauring the performance
of their engagement, as to come under it : I fpeak not of
a perfe& performance, or fulfilling of / eniacgemcnts with-
out any the leaft defr&, that is not to be .win at here;
but of ferious minding and endeavouring, in the Lord’s
“firength, the performance of that which we are engaged
to: éor there is 3 greae difference betwixr mens failing
and flipping of infirmity, and their finning with allow=

ance ; the former thewerh a Body of dearh to be yet re-

maining, and may copfift with faichfulnefs in God’s cove-
nant ; but the latter fpeaks our a flothful, carekefs and
negligent undervaltuing of God and of his covenant  Let
‘never fuch,aman cloke himfelf with the pretext of bein

in covenant. with God, nor palliate bis palpably grofs and
T o : - ~" voluntary
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| " ddbere’so him by Faith, 2zy
voluntary breaches of covenant, with the pretext of ins
frmity, who doth not ferioafly drive it as his great de«
fign, to be faithful in Ged's covenant. e
Now, would ye know wherein this ferioufnefs in keepd
ing and performing covenant confifts ? Ye may take it in
thefe chara@ers. The man thatis ferious in pcrforming
his engagement, 1. His heart is taken up wich it, an
there is an ardent longing to be anfwerable to the cove-
pant that he is entred into with God : His greateft with
i in all the world is, as to be-init, fo to be faichful in keeps
. ing it ; thercfore faith the Pfalmift, Pfal. 119. 5. O that
my ways were direlled to _kesp thy flatwtes! and this is
given as a mark of the bleffed man, who is undefiled in _the
way : And faith-he, v. 6. Thew fball Inot be afpamed, when
1bave vefped anto all thy commandments ;-which is a reas
fon of the former, and a confirmation of it: He defigns
to be fhort in his obedience to no command, and he does
not allow himfelf in his thortcoming even as to-degree,
3 bat is conftant in purfuing his defign al/ways, even wnto the
4 ‘end. 2, Serioufnefs in pcrforminﬁ:ppcareth by kindly
acknowledging the impreffion of the weiglitinefs of the tye
and obligation that the covenant lays ow perfons; it fomew
way affe@s and burdens them, fo that they walk nor fo
ightly as others do undes the obligation. and debt of the
covenant, tho’ it be a friendly debr, and alfo a privilege :
Their burden is not, that they are under the obligation,
but how to get it performed; thus faith the Pfalmift,
Pfal. $6.12. Thy vows are mpom me; O God.: They take
‘00 vows to God, and. keep them on, and walk as being
amder thems This is a2 main thing to be loeked to ia -
kecping covenant, 3. This ferioufnefs in performing ap-
pears. in the fear that perfons have of geing wrong and
mifcarrying: They are afraid to break to ; neither
are any %o {ufpicious of them, as they are of themfelves,
knowing by fad cxperience, that their baarts ave deceisfol -
above ali sbings : And this is a.very native evidence, con-
fidcring what we heard “of our ficklene(s; which cannet
be withoue the impreffion of fear. 4. Itappearsinaholy .
carcfulnel and diligence o prevent that which they fear:
Ectt at any time they let a buckle flip (to fpeak fo) and
left that whicl they aud;ameonthcm,‘ their foar m
’ . ) 2 . A thene
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228 o keep Cvenant with God,
them to diligence o prevent the thing feared.  This
makes them to faft and pray, and to be watchful' over
themfelves in loofe and untender company, and to efchew
- them as far as they cany and fo hazard fome lofs, rather
than to pur themfclves under a fhare ; watching and pray-
ing, left they fall into the fin of dealing falfly in God’s co-
yenante 5. It appears in the fharpnefs of challenges,
when any thing mifzarries in their hand : They are
foon challenged for ihe very firft beginnings of a bieach ;
a wrong look will atfe¢t them: Therefore faith 7o, Chap.
31. I made.a covenant with my eyes, ewhy then fbould I look
upon @ maid ?- And the heart, while tender, will lothe and
fcar at the leaft thing that hath the remoteft tendency to-
wards a breach, were it but the appearance of evil. Any
the leaft - guilt foon toucheth and frhiteth them, not only
that which is their own, but even that of others: Thus
good Ezra faith, Chap. 9. Skould we again break tby com-
.mandments, .and join in affinity with tke pesple of thefe a-
Bominattons 1 Aud he lieth in the duft betore God mourn-
ng, becaufe of this. 6. It appears in refpeét of the ex-
ercife of a perfon’s faith: As ’tis. an upraking work and
- bufinefs to honeft fouls, to get their faith founded rightl
in clefing the covenant with' Ged, that they be well ground-
€d: in believing ; fo it is no lefs an upraking and exerci-
fing work, to be improving their. faith.on God’s promifes,
o make them forthcoming according to their engagement

and for keeping covenant: Which isthe apoftle’s exercife, "

Gal. 2. 20. 10 live by faith on the §on of God ;. I am (faith

he) crucified, with Clrif, neverthelefs I live 5 yet not 1, but
LFrift liveth in me ; and the' I:fe which I nwow live in the
Foelb, is by faith om she Som of God, who loved me, and gave
bimf¢if for me. And, try it who will, they fhall find it
to be an upraking work, rightly to exercifc faith for en-
“gertaining of fpiritual life, and for preventing a covenant-
breach with God.” It may be, for as many profefled co-
venanters as are here, that but few of you know much,

if any thing ar all, what it is fo ‘be taken up with being .

sn{werable to- the covepant -according to - your engage~
sments: This, no doubr, makes- much unfound work, that
ye do.not fingly and ferioufly defign this; that ye reach
ot forward, that ye bear nor down the body, and bring
: . kY
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it under fubje@ion, left ye come fhort-here. If ye were
fuizably ferious, thefe charatters and evidences ‘might be
as fo many direétions to you : There would be much
watchfulue(s in doing ; ready’ entertaining of challenges

.and convi&ions ; much hcart-mell’ing under the. fernfe of

wrongs done to God ; and the very appearances of cvil
would be fcar’d at, and appear terrible.  "There is an évil
readily incident to many profcflors of religion, that they
would fain be at 'marks of a good fpiritual ftate, and of
bejng in covenant with God, but fuch as would nor difturb
their carnal confidence, eafe, and lazinefs, nor. put them
on to painful diligence ; But we have no fuch marks to
give ; ncither dare we, for the fear of God, and becaufe
of the hazard of fouls, atlign any fuch; there being nene
fuch given or afligned in the word of God: Nay, Jet me
tell you, that, if therd be not painful diligence and faith.
faloe(s in keeping covenant with God, it will darken the
light ot any other mark thar can be given ; -and, no doubr;
’is this negligence and unfaithtulne(s that makes many
good marks, clear in themfelves, datk’to many Chriflians,
while they .give not diligeace to make: their calling and
ele@ion fure, and give not all diligeuce to add ene grace
to another, and one degree of grace ro another: It is alfo
the caufe of uncomfortables walking, yea, of uncomfort-

-able . communicating. But to be, fincere and ferious in

owning our covenant-engagemepts, and faithfully forthe
coming in the fruits thereof, and in a correfpondent con. |
verfation, is 2 mark that.will give comforr, and fome
quietnefs at leatt, till comfort come ; the Lord will com~
fortably confefs fuch as faithfully confefs him, :
The third Obfervation is, That it is and will be the great
fudy of perfons veally entred in covenant with Gady to have
it an abiding bargain, a perpetyal covenant never to be forgot~
ten » T'nis is their defign, as well as their dury, that theic
prattice and walk may be fuitablc to the covenant. - And
1t being the main (hif)F tmplied in the words, and that
which we intend fo infift on, I fhall, in the profecution
of ic, fpeak a little to thefe three. 1. To what it is to,

" aim to have God’s covenant perpetual, and never to be for-"

goteen. 2. To the rcafonsP and the gtound that there i
' ... Py B
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230 To keep Covenant with God,
to prefs this. . And, 3. To fome motives and encourage=
ments for exciting to 1t : _

For the firft, viz.. What it is to fludy to have God's
covenant perpetual, and never to be fergatten, We take
itup in'thefe particulars; 1. That thofe entred in cove~
nant would drive the geeat defign of the covenant ; which
is fummed in thefe two words, To have God te be ours,
and ourfelves to be God's : 'Tis even that which we have
in anfwer to the firft queftion of our excellent Catechifm,
What is man's chief end ? To enjoy God, and to glorify
him; to enjoy himas our ows God, and to glorify him,
by aCknowI:dging‘ourfclves to be his, and by devoting
ourfelves to his fervice, as bein%'a people formed for bim~
Jelf, to fbean_forth bis dpmiﬂ. ' This fhquld be vigoroufly
driven, as the great defign of the covenanter with God ;
and it would be a notable help to keep covenant, -even to
live and walk fo as we may have God's company : For what
-pfe ferves God’s ebvenant unto us, and our entring there-
in, if we continue gs great firangers to him as before ? If
this be not driven us our deﬁFn, we forget whergfore we
covenanted. 2. There would be a minding of our owh
obligation in the covenarit, as ‘the condition or mean_ by
which the end, wiz. the enjoying of God, is ‘come at;
which is, in a* word, to.be his, to walk before him, as he
willeth “Abrabam to do, W alk before me and be ‘thou per-
fet: God himfelf is that which the covénanter fhould
principally aim ar ; and walking before him is the mean ap-
pointed for coming at that end, In fhort, whatever the
eovenant faith in reference to our duty, as, to abandon
lufts; to be koly in all manney of converfation, to be watobe
Jul, to glorify God - in our bodies and [piriss whick are
“bis, &c. is that which we are tyed to in the covenaot, and
which we would ferioufly drive’ at as our great defign.

_ 3. There would be a minding and remembring of God’s
engagement to us itr the covenant, which is a parr of if

as well as our engagement to him, and never to befor-

gotten by us: Returs (faith the Lord, Fer. 3.) backfliding.
obildren, and I will beal your backflidings : Returs, for I
am mayvied to you > [ will be your God and guide even unts
death: I will never leave tbee nor forfake thee, &c. -And
 this minding and remembring of God's part of the cove-

. ‘ ' nant
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- adbere to bim By Faith. 832
nant, isa crediting of his promitc. Many believers mind
and remember their own part of the <covenant, but for~

_ get that God is ryed to them ; {which is to remembef,
not.a murval engagement, fuch as fheeovenant bears sut,
but only ‘our own patticalar engagement) which makes
s have fo many failings o our fide, and doth vety ‘much
'weaken our hands in duty } becaufe we lay not thie weight
of our performances on God that hath promifed, who 4.
Faitkful, and will alfo do 1». We will find it to be ¥re

. quent and familiar to the faints mentioned in feripturé,
1 to-mind God's part of the covenant as well as cheir own,
| and parcicularly to David in the book - bf Pfuims, whod
A faith, Thow baf made a civenawm twnh Hine Anotited &
| Thosbap lnid belp-upsn One thut is neighty : vt mot thok , -
| from cveriafpmg owr -God 2, Lovd, pemember thy vovewnty
:| “that is, the copemant that God hath make with his peoples
/| and often clfewhere. The great weight of a ‘believers
.| lite and confblation lics here: Alas! 'vﬁm would ourlife
[l or our engagement be, and what would our comfott atd
;| * ‘hope be, wichout his engagment to bt ih the Eovemnit}
:| - And, if this be not fuitably minded and remembred; #
| will prove bur a very heartlefs bargdin. 4. It ioplics.
' this, ferioufly to endeavour to conform our pralice tb .
the many great obligations that we ly undef to hir, and
which God's offer and covenant do on many accoumts call
: us to. This is a fhort hint of what it isto keep and do the
| " covenant of God, and to perform #t alway even . mbo the chdl
| -to have bis covenans petpetuaj, and never to-be forgotten.
As for the fecmd, to wit, the grounds atid reafons of
] this, and whereby ‘it be may preffed. 1A, We -would
| think of, and believe the reality of God’s covenant, the
| reality of the promifes in ir, and of il that ‘is fpoléen of
jt; and would put outfelves to it, if indeed we look on
it as fuch., ‘The truth is, it.is the language of our iinbd-
“lief, that we featcely think God to be in earncft ; as if
_all that is fpoken of this covemant were but a -canningly
devifed fable: If we feally beli¢ved, that by this blefled
covenant wé may be brought- to enjoy God, and to be
made confdrm te his image in_holincis, 10 ‘have “our vi
bodies at laft made conform to his ﬁ_lorious body, &%.
and, that as certainly we gall be poficficd of fu_eh-g‘ret;
i 4, .. and

1




238 - Zo keep Covenant with God,
and glorious privileges by keeping this covenant, as we
are certain that this world  is yet flanding; fuch a faith
would prove to us tbe evidence of things not [een, and the
 ~fubflance of things boped for; and would be a notable in-
citement and fharp fpur to holy aétivity in, and to quick
difqatch of called-for duty. O but it be a good and
real bargain, and will have wonderful following, to all
that keep it ! and, whether this be now believed or not,
it will be found a little hence, ‘that this bargain was one
of the beft ‘that ever was heard tell of in the world.
24dly, We would ferioufly bethink ourfelves, what will
come of it, in cafc there be grofly untaithful dealing and
unftedfaftnefs in God’s covenant, "I fhall only name thefe |
Jive things that will follow on it. 1. Much fin, 2. Much &
thame, 3. Much refle@ion on God, 4. Much wrath, and, 1
5. Much want of peace, and much anxiety, in the cone
{cience that is guilty of this fin. (1.) I fay, much fin. |
!

Better there had never been @ covenant in your offer, and
that ye had never profeft your entring into covenant with
God; * Tis better (faith the wifc-man, Eccl. 5 5.)mot to
. wow to God, thaw 1o vow and not to perform : It had been bet-
ter that many of you had been crufhed in your mother’s
belly, or that ye had been born Zurks and Pggans,~and
had lived and died fo, than to be found among them that
deal fallly in God’s covenant; the grofleft fins of Pagans
arg in fome refpeét as o fins. in comparifon of this, Fobs
15.22, (2.) There will be much fhame before God,
even fhame and confufion of face, evérlafting fhame.
“They jball rife from the dead to [bame and eerlafbing con-
2empt, Dan. 12, Sinners will have much fhame, ere all
be done, for every fin: But fuch as have wickedly be-
trayed their truft to God, and, after they had made pro-
feflion of entrinf in covenant with him, have dealt per-
fideoufly and falfly in it, will be in a manner hiffed at
amongft devils and reprobate P‘{'ﬁ',"", who never had fuch
offers, neither made fuch ‘profefhions ; and their condem-
nation will be acknowledged to. carry eminent and con~-
fpicuous defert in it; becaufe fuch had a good bargain,
-and- dealt treacheroufly with. God, and quite marred it to
themfelves : They have often alfo much fhame amongft
ment even here; Tbe man (Gaith Chrift) shat bears my
: L , o Jfayings, .
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[ayings, and does them rot, is like unto a fooli/ builder, that
" built bis boufe upon the [and. And clfewhere he refembles
rath .engagers in profeft covenanting with him, to men

who fit ot down to count the coft, that begin to build,
and, pot being able to finifh, expofe themfclves ro the
mockage, fcorn and derifion of all that pafs by:: Such and
fuch a man (will fome. be ready to fay) was a great pro- .
feflor ; but now, behold what is become of him; rake
‘him up yonder; he feemed once to have fome tendernefs,
but now he is quite turned afide, and become grofs and
loofe. Men of any moral honeftly and. ingenuity will be
afhamed to break their word and to violate their engage-
ments one to another in worldly marters ; how much grea-
ter fhame is it to break to God, and to deal falfly in his
covenant ¢ (3.) It hath deep reflcétions upon God ;. for
the covenant-breaker faith on the matter, that it repents
him that ever he made it, for he hath rever gottén good of
it ; and thar God hath not been faithful in keeping to him,
and thar therefore he thought himfelf loofed from all its
obligations. Now, will any of you dare to fay, that the
covenapt is not a good bargain, ‘or that God is not a good,
refponfal and faithful Party to deal with 2 What inquity
bave your fathers found in me (faith the Lord to his pro-
fefling people; Fer. 2.) that they ave gone [o far from me?
Come (faith he, dicab 6.) before the mountains, .and let the
bills bear my controverfy awith you ; what iniquity bave ye found
in me ? avberein bave I wearied yon ? teflify againft me, Sure,
all that depart from God, .rub reproach on God’s covenant
asa bad bargain, ard on God as'a bad and unfaithful Party
'to deal with: O high and horrid praftical atheifm and
blafplicmy ! Doubtlefs fuch will find that they have played -
the fools egregioufly, in committirg thefe tao. great evils,
in_ forfaking God the Fountain of living waters, and in dig-
ging 1o themfelves cifieyns, even broken cifierns that could bold
mo awater. O if ye could imagine, what ye will think of
it ere long, when ye will not get a drop of water to cool
your tongue, becaufe ye faid by your practice, that God
‘was not’ worth the having, and to tke Almighty, Depart
from us, ave will bave none of thee, meither will we bave,

_the knowledge of thy ways! (4.) Much want of peace and
.much aaxicty will follow upon ir: Even the penitent and
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238 o keep covenant with God, -
converting Eeoplg of God, %er. 3 20, 21. have mueh bits -
ternefs on this accoumt pt treacherons dealing in God®s cos
wenant ; A woice of @erpinp and lamewtarion is beard on the
wionmtains, the childven of Ifrael [aying,-Wr bave pervevted
omr way, we bave forfaken the Lord our Ged. How 'much.
more bitternefs of another nature, how mach more fmart,
vexarion, anguifh, agony, and gnawing of conftience thall
impenitent finners have, on account of their falfe and perfis.
dious dealing in God's eovenant ? This will make the heurts
of many to quake and tremble for terror. 1t ye get-repent
tance, it will be a heart-break to you; and, it ye get not
repentance, much heartlefs hear:-break and crufhing is ae
biding you in the end for cvermore: And, ‘O what treme
bling of heart, failing of cyes, and forrow of mind ‘ma
be berwixe and that! (5.) Much wrath will follow on it
in the day of the Lord, it it be contisued in : And judge
- ye within yourfelves if there be fo many aggravations of,
or fo many threatnings 'againft any fin, as of and againft
unfaithful “and faife dealing.in Gods covenant; -this fin
bath made the F.ws to ly, thefe fixteen huridred years
and above, fiattered among all nations as a curfe : There-
fore make it your great defign and bufinefs now, ro be faith~

ful to God, and ro have the covenant with/him » perpe

= sual covemant, mever to be forgotten. )

As for the ibird, viz. Some motives and encouragements
o excite you to be faithful in God’s covenant, znd fo ftud
‘to have it @ pespetnal covemant never to be forgosten; Con
der, inthe 1ff fﬂac‘c, tha it is a fingularly good and nobe-
fuch bargain ro them that keep tovenant, there is no bar-
gain more lovely to them that keep touches with God ;

s (faith dying David, ‘2 Sam. 23.) all my falvation, and
all my wn; it hath all thihgs in it that my beart can
with. 'We make a pirifgland -poor life to ourfelves, thro’
our andervaluing God's dbvéhath ; the believer, by impro-
wing of it, might have (as we ufe tofpeak)-a lord’s life, yea,
u kiig’s life, yea, a life iufinitely pretcrable to the life of all
the great men and monarchs on earth ; Having all'things,
#bo’ poffe[ing notking, asitis, 2 Cor.6.10. Aud faith the a-
poltle, Pbilip. 4. I bave all, 1 abound and bave no lack ;, while,
in the mean time, he was living on a little charity from o~
thers: We might have a good life here and reg:c:"‘-
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. adbere to bim by Faith. = 23§
Doth it not exceedingly commend God’s covenant, that nei~
ther ficknefs, poverty, reproach, contempt, perfecution,
nor death itfelf, tho’ violent and bloody, can mar this ex-
cellent life? When the covenanter comes to judgment,
W'ko can lay any thing to bis charge? It is God that juflifieth,

.awbo frall condemn Fim? He hath a Friend before hi

m
Fefus the Mediator of the wew covemant, and is in gooci
terms with God. The great advantage of.it in this life
and in that which is ro come ( for godlinefs is” great gain,
baving the promife of both) may abundantly commend the
covenant, and faithfulnefs in it. I am perfwaded, there is
no fuiter or wooer to court and put in for the finner’s heart
and affeétion, that can poffibly out-bid Ged's covenant:
Can the luft of tbe zye; the Inft of the fio/b, or the pride of
i’ﬁ ; can profit, pleafure or preferment make fuch profers?
s there {uch advantage to be had in ferving them, as there
is to be had in ferving God?- By the one, ye bring forth
fruit unto bolinefs, and in the end veap eternal life; but, by
the other, ye fow to the flefb, and pall of the flefo reap cor-
ruption, a poor and hungry harve®t, 3dly, The very kee
ing of covenant with God, is in itfelf an advanrage. It .
bath a great reward in the bofom of it ; for it puts the
perfon to love God, to delight in him, to place its happi=
nefs in him, to ftudy holinefs and mortification of fin; and
is there not great advantage in thefe? Can ye think or fay,
that there is any prejudice in thefe and fuch things as -
thefe, namely, to be blamelefs in your converfatien, to be
fincere and not a hy('ipocrite; to be ferious and not luke-
warm ? I am perfwaded, that, if ye will but put it feriouf~
2 to your own con{ciences, ye will be forced to fay, that
ncerity in religion is berter than hypocrify ; and ftedfaft-
nefs in'God’s covenant, than treachery: And, what more
do we call for? And therefore let me, on thifground, and
as ye would not come in tops with your own confciences,
bcz:cch you to ftudy faithfulnefs in the covenant. God®
tovenant hath a great advantage of the hearers of it, and -
of profefled engagers in it, even a friend in their bofoms,
viz, Confcience, that will fide with it, and fay, that it

_ was a good bargain, that the terms were very reafonable,

and that no prejudice could come by it, - but ‘unfpeak- -
ably much advantage; and will tell the man, that it w;‘m}d
: ‘ ave .

\
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236 To keep covenant with Gpd,  * ~
have been his honour, and for his profit, to have kept it
and to have been fairhful in ir: Wny-then, wili the Lnrt{
fay, didft thou deal taifly in it, and renounce it? The

wretched man’s confcience will anfwer, thar ther¢ wasnq

fhadow -of reafon for it, it was plainly folly and madnefs ;
for to keep ‘and do God's covenant and commandment, is

© ‘peoples wifdom before all nations, Dent 4. It is a 3d mate

ter, that when men may have that which isinfinitely pree
ferable to what they are fo :eager in feeking after, even
true riches, pleafure and hénour, peace that pafleth all na+
tural underftanding, joy unfpeakabic and tull of glory, and
every good thing, by covenanring, with God, and by faith~
ful dealing therein; thar they fhould not drive this as theip

reat defign, and make it their great work and upraking
Enﬁnc'_ﬁ: O that there were fuch @ bears in them (fai h the
Lord, Deut. 5.) that they might fear me, and keep my coms=
mandmpents always, that it might be well with them, .and .

with their children for ever! Men are ready to fay, We

muft provide for our families, and, under that fpecious
pretext, they fhift this main work ; but, ah, foolsthat they
are ! there is no way comparable to this, to provide for fa-
milies and children, even to have themfclves and rheir
children entred into God’s covenant, and made’ to deal
faithfully in it ! this engageth him to provide for, and be-
come Tator unto the' man’s children: And, is there not
great encouragement here, to have evgry good thing be<

- flowed, and all carking care and anxiety concerning our-
" felves and children removed ? “3dly,, We would confider,

that God is a fingular good Parry to deal with, very ten-
der of them that aim to deal honeftly with him; He is
indced fevere #hd rerrible, when he becomes the Avenger
of a broken covenant; bur he is moft tender towards ho=
neft engagers, who fincerely endeavour to keep touches
with him; he isvo rigid Interpreter of their aétions, but
is ready to put the heft fenfe on them thart they are ca-
pable of: Like as a fastker ({uith the pfalmift, Pfal. 103.)
pitieth: bis children, fo doth the Lord pity them that fear bim.
He isa Father that will take litle off the hand ot his,chile
dren, when he knows them to have a will o the work,
when he will not deal (0 with others;. 4ll bis ways are
mercy .and truth o them that keep bis covenant and bis tefli=
S R montes ¢



"adbere to him by Faith. a3y
monies: Itis not meant of fuch as keep it perfely, for,
fo they needed not mercy ; ‘but of them that honeftly de..
fign and endeavour to keep ir: And, may not-thac encous
rage ro be faithtul in God's covenant, that he is fo<afy tor
pleafe? 4ebly, Confider, that he hath gracioufly ftutted
his covenant with promifes meetifor the through-bearing
of them that would fain keep covenant: It it be an evil

- heart that wiil not Jove God, which troubles them, the
promife is, I will’ circumcife their beart, and the bearts of
their feed, to lw: the Lovd therr 5od; whereas no-others,
who are without the covenant, or deal unfaithfuily in it,
can expect the performance of any fuch promife: 1If it
be a backfliding heart, the promifeis, Zer. 3. 22. [ will
beal your backfl:dirgs 2 If it be the fear ot deparring from
God that troubles them, the promife is, Fer. 32. 40, [
will put my fear in their beart, that they [ball not depart from
me s If it be the.dominion of fin thatthey fear, the pro-
mife is, Rom, 6. 14 Sin fall not kaye dominion over you,

. for ye are not urder the law, but under grace, that is, under
the covenant of grace: And, it it be fear of the prevailing
of Satan’s tentations thar troubles them, the promife is, Tbe
God of peace fball brusfe Satan'under your feet fbortly. May
we not then take heart to he farchful in this covenant ? Yea,

- .he hath alfo condefcended to come under this engagement

i too, even to make us forth coming in the covenant; .1 will
call (faith the pfalmifk, Pfal. 57.) upon the Lord, who per-
formeth all things for me. It wight have been faid to
‘David, . How wilt thou get all done that theu haft under-
taken ¢ He anfwers, 7 will call upon bim who performeth all

* things for me; and fo I will get them all done and perfor-
med, fo as I may hope to be accepted on the Mediator’s
account and for his fake, §7hly, Confider the Mediator of
the covenant, - who is Surety and, Cautioner, nor only for
believers debe, but alfo for their- duty ; therefore he is cal-
led, Heb. 7. the Surety of this better covenant : And, whea
Chrift and we are engaged in one bond, there'is ground
for us to expe that fomething will be got done; tho'the
principal debtor be not much worth,: yet the Cautioner is
worthy and inofinitely refponfible. 6tbly, Confider, that
there are already many, who have pafled thorow -the
troublefom fea of this world, - and have been marvclouf-

\ ly
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ly belped ; ‘and “tis but a little, and-all you honef engagers
to the Lord will be thorow the fame fea, and fairly fer on
land ; your warfare: ere long will be at an Vc‘?d, the prize
-will be got withoat any more fighting: What is your
fighting, fighing and walking beavily, clothed, as it were,

A

in mourning for a little time 1 It is but for a few years,

and iz may be to fome of you not fo long; and, within 2
Brtle fpace, the day of vefrefbing from the profence of the
Lord w:ll eome ; a relieving of you from your pod, a loofe

-ing of you from your bonds, a final difcharge from yowr

warfare will come; and awew fong ewill be put in
mouths, and paims in your bands. O bur faithful dealing
with God in the covenant will have 4 heartforn ouigate !

“When ye fhall come athore, alltears fball be wiped from

gour eyes, and forvew and fighing fball flee away,; and
thall meet with thatr word, O warm wofd! Come‘,’yr fm’t{f

Jul fervants, entey into phe joy of your Lord, Ye will-not ak
- ways fight and wrefile, neither will ye be always tempted

and troubled ; reft and repofe is a-coming, *tis even at hand;
Then one ray of his counrenance will b¢ infinitely more
heartfom, refrefhing and fatisfying, than all thefe things
that ye’arenow called to abandon and part with, can pof>
fibly wmount to; Chrift’s firft welcome to his Father’s

houfe will eternally banith the remembrance of all the

fad things that ye meet with irl this world,

The fourth and: lag obfervation is, That the great vrean
of fecuring' g covenamter, and making him. fedfaft, is, faith
exercifed on Gody or adbeking to biwm by faith, by vertue of this

“souemant, It is not, to lay weight on, or truft to our own
. fteength; but, fecing God hath made a promife of through-
. bearing, ' to undertake the duties that we are: called to in

his ﬂrcn%tb, truting to his-faithfuloefs, and 'tohis fur-
nithing of us, accordiog to.the covenant: As, when poor .
finners arc fummened to appear before God, and they have

no righteoufnefs of their own, they are ta fiep forward
- trufling to- Chrift’s righteoufnefs; fo when they are called

to-duty, and they hawe no. ftrengthe of their own to.enable
them to a fhitable difcharge thereof, they age to cenfider
shat God is faitbful, who bath promifed, and who will alfo
doi¢. And: indecd: believers have found in- their comfor~
table experience, thaty when thty have adventured on dqtg

: 14
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with a helieving laok to God's covenanted @Rrength, they
bave foaud it go fweetly and furprifingly well with chem =
Thus it is faid of thofe wortbies mentioned, Heb, 11. that
through. f1ith they wrouzbe righteoufnefs, as well as they
did all otnier things thereby,  Thais alfa is it, - which the
Lord inculcateth, Fobn 15.. Abide in me (faich he) and yo
Jballbring fortb much fruit : Ay ths branch cawnot bear fruit
of itfelf, excopt st abide in the wine, vo move caw ye, excepy

¢ abide in me ; for wrtkout me ye can do nothing: Where
M is clear, that it is not enough that we be in Chrift, bat
that we muft abide in him, and have continual dependence
on him for the influcnces of life and ftrength derived from
him. A . '

Ye then that would be faithful in God's covenant, and
would have it perpetual never 1o be forgottes, muft efpecial-
ly make uf? of this mean. Make confcience of all other
appointed means; Wasch and pea, that ye anter got into
temptation : But fee thar ye negle@ not this mean; which
if ye do, the watchman will watch in vain: And your
grip or hold will be onficker, if ye'make nor ufe of him to
make it fure, and to keep it fo.” And therefore, 1. Miad
ferioufly and conflantly what ye are, in and of yourfelves;
evcn‘ﬁc{lc, fecklefs, weak, fecble and unconttanr creatures,
not daring ta wudertake any thing in your own firength.

- 2. Remember what God is; and that ye have \a worthy,

able and refponfal Cautioner, = 3, Remember that ye are
engaged in 3 covenant neusr to be firgotten.: WForgerting is
the firfk rife of unfaithfulnefs. 4, Remember the promifes
‘thac God hath made for your through-bearing, and let faich
be excrcifed on them+ Join with diligence and watchful-
nefs a fuitable exercife of faith. 4. Take. a ferious look,
cvery day when yo ge ta pray, of your refolutionsand en-
gagements; repew them frequencly and ferioufly in his awn
frength, and be cafting the ocher knet; and put the heare
diftinGly 10 fay, This was my bargain, and I will threugh
grace abide by-it; and then go and pray. ever it, tha ye
may be made faikhful in your thus covenapting with Ged,
that ye may be enabled ro pay your vows, and make your
honeft refolutions: practicable; levelling: at this as your
:ﬂ‘ and defign in" alk duties: I bave faid fuch a tﬁﬂ‘,

have net kept my word ; Loid, fargive i for Cl;_n&s
: - . T ake:



239 Through Chrif's Blood abone,
fake : T am engaged in this, and thar, and the other duty’;
Lord, help me to perform. "And, for your furrherance
in humiliation and’ foft walking before God, look on all
your fius as aggravated by this unfaithful and treacherous
dealing inGod’s covenant ; and on all duies, as thofe which
our covenant with God binds ‘you' fo depend on him
for firength to be communicated to you according to the
Coverant, for going abour them fuirtably and acceptably:
, And within‘a little while ye fhall get a fair pafs to be gone,
and a full difcharge of all that ye were trufted with, accor-
ding to the covenant.: And the Lord help you to be faith=

ful, fo that it may be betwixt God and yo in very dccd\

a perpetgt\al covenant that foall not be forgotten.
Sy BY WP B U U

‘A SER MON preiached immediately t:;é-,
‘fore the Communion, . -~

~» On Matsh, 26. ver. 28, 29,
For this is my Blood of the wew teftament, which is fbed for
‘- many, for the vemiffion of fins. But I fay unto vou, I will
" mot' drink benceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that
day when [ drink it new with you in my Father's Kingdom.

L'THO’ we had no more to.do ar our meeting to-

’ gether -in this place to day, ‘but to read and hear
thefe fame wenderful-words, it our hearts were ina
-fuitable frame, knowing and confidering what we are ahout

.and doing, we would be in a divine rapturé and tranfport .

of admiration at his lave, and kindled into a flame of holy
zeal for his glory, by them. O what fweet and, happy
words are thefe from our dying Lord Jefus Chrift his
mouth! Eye bath not feen, ear hatk not beard, neither bath
.4t entred into the -beart of man to conceive, what things the

Lovd bath prepared for them that wait for bim. And in-

.decd there is @ fum.of them in thefe words, they being a
compend of the teftament and legacy which our Lord hath
“Jeft to his friends: O finners, be of .good cheer, there are

" .good news and glad tidings of great joy here: Here is
+she new-covenaat and all tha is in it, and remiffion of fins
Lo S ' O is





