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God gave up 1o vile offections, and to all forts of moft abo-.
minable filthinefs,  becaufe, though they knew that fuch
things ougit not to bave been done, yet they mot only did, but.
took pleafure in them that did them ; I 'leave it, with all the
ferioufnefs I can win to, on you, and take inflruments of
witnels in your confciences, that ye haye had great offers,’
and have made fair mints, and come under, at leaft, fcem=
ing anagcmcnts: If ye havg.not done fo, declare fo much 5,
ut, fince ye all profefs that ye have engaged, and fome
have really engaged, ot 20 tuvn again to folly; walk fui-
tably to your engagements, as ye would not have your con-
fciences condemning you, and God who is greater than
5our confciences to condemn you, Many, I fear, have.
ceping confciences, and that will not now fpeak to them ;
but the confcience of ‘every one will fpeak at length, 3nd
not keep filence. We fhall now fay no more, but pray.
that this word may be blefled of God to you. o

A S L e e A A

. Thefe Fiye following Sermons acere all preached
abour the Lime of the Communion ; the firft Four
within a very few Days before ir, as ir gradually

-approached ; the Fiftb after iz, - :

- " On Jeremiah 50.v.4,5. -~ -

In thofe days, and in that time, faith sbe Lord, the tbildren
of Ifrael fball come, they and the children of Fudab toge-
ther, goixg 4nd weeping : They fall go, and feck sbe Lord
their God. : ‘

Verfe 5. They frall ask the way to Zion, with their faces:

- thitherward, [aying, Come and lgt us join ourfelves to the )
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that fpall not be forgosten.

"SERMON I

7Y HE repairing and making up of a breach berwixe -
. God and a people, is a matter of greateft moment
and concern ; and, when men are feriousin it, 0

- how upraking is it to them ! Which is holden out to il}e ‘
‘ o S lifg

.
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lite 1n thefe words, that lay forth before us very clearly - -

the trame and carriage of a people, which formerly: have

dealt lqofly and deceitfully insthe matter of their cove.

nant with God, when they cothe thirough his grace to be
. fericus and in good earneft in the upmaking of it again.

- As for the people fpoken of here, they are [frael and -

;ndab, the Lerd’s own govenanted people, who had dealt
alfly and foully in the covenant, and had thereby pro=
cured fad ftrokes to themfelves, and had divided and fe-
parated themlelves from God, and one of them from a-
nother; which divifion and feparation continued lament-
dbly long. They are both here reprefented as coming
home to_Ecrhcr, feriouflv endeavouring to amend and make
}ula ‘the breach betwixt God and them, and among them-
elves,
*- As for the time that this relares to (In thofe days, and in
that time, faith the Lord) it looks literally, and accotding
to the cohefion, to Bakylon’s deffiu&ion, apd the Lord’s
bringing down the Babylonifp monarchy by the Pe‘rjiu
king. Cyrus; in which rime the peoplc of God had fome
liberty to return to their own Jand : Yet, confidering the
great fcope of the words, and that this liberty of the: Fews
18 in a grear part fulfilled in Chrift, and that the union
fpoken of here is fuch as hath in it che garhering rogether
ot all the tribes; and withal, that the covenant which
they enter into with the Lord Chrift, is fuch as'/ball never
be forgotten : We muft extend the words to their ingraf-

. Jing again into their owm olive; eobem all Ifrael fbali be faved,

‘and rhey fhall be graffed into their own root and ftock
from off whith they were bfoken. As for the fcope, ‘rs

partly to encourage the Fews; this bejng not only a pro- -

wife of their return,. bur alfo (and mainly) of their res
pentance, and of their friendfhip and reconciliation with
God and with-one ‘another. In tkofe days, they that had
been far from him, and bufy vexing one another, /bail
gome, and come together : Théir work and bufjnefs, in com-
ing, isto feek the Lord ; and the manner of it is going and
‘gweeping, praying and repenting : And, altho” the way be
fomewhat dark, and not fo difcernible to them ; yet they
E‘) on, asking the eway to Zion with their faces rbitbe‘rward. :
Mhey ask how they may come to him, worship God again

SO " aright

i
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Make fure Covenant witk God. 155
aright, and pertorm the duties of a people inchurched o,
and in covenant with him; and (as it were) from onc poft
or town to another, they ask the way, and get direttion
from one day to another, and frem one duty to another:
And their defign in all is, Come, fay theL on the matter,
we were -once 1o covenant with God and With one another,
bat we have been unfaithful in both; now let us 'amgm{‘
and make up the breach ia both: Let ws join ourfelves to
the Lord in a perpetyal coverant, mever to be forgotten : Let
us renew our Covcngnt ‘with God, and let it be done firm-
ly and furely, fo as it may not be broken again. This
looks and hath refpect to Fer. 31. 31, &%, and 32. 39,
go. where the Lord .promifcth to make ‘@ new covenant
with theikoufe of Ifrael, and with the boufe g Fudab : Cited'
by the apoftie, Heb. 8. and ’tis called, .Gbap. 32, am ever-
"'fﬂi”g covemant : Which is not fo much to be underftood-
of mere external covenanting, as of faving fharing in, and
partaking of Chrift’s righteoufnefs for the pardon of fin;
and+of their engaging to God, in his own ftrength, to be

forthcoming in the fruits of faving grace and holinefs in -

their praétice. This is, in {um, the way and courfe which
they take; and is a fhort direétory for what fhould be a
people’s carriage, when they would make up the breach of

' a broken eovenant with God. - -

As for the. particglar fcope of this place, as it relateth
to [frael and Fudab’ their returning! together, ‘we fhail not
ihft in it: ’Qct from thefe words we may fee, Firff, That
there is: geod ground for us to expeld the Lord’s bringing back
bis fcatiered people the Jews, and their ingrdffing again tnto

“their own Olive. - The fame God that perfwaded “apbet to
dwell in the tents of Shewr, can perfwade Stem to dwell
inthe tents of Fapbet. As they minded us Gentlies; as a

_ little fifter, and were holily folicitous what they might do

for us, we ought in gratitude to mind thent as the elder
fiter, that they may. turn again to the Lord; who hath
given us bis faichful word for it, which cannor fail, but
maft be fulfilled. ’ ' ‘
"Secondly, We.fee, That beavt-melting towards God, ard .
[ferivisfnefs 10 make up the breach of a breken covenant betwixe’
a people and bim, conduce natively to make the bearts of thofe
that bave beew divided and [et at variance from one another,

"
- d
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. 4n_much warmnefs of love to unite and fweetly 1o join togetbes,

“Tis from his, that Jfrael and Fudab become one flick m the
Lird’s band, Ezck, 37. This makes them as melted meral
to run clofe rogether, as it were, into one lump : Tho" it

was a long-continued fchifim, and had much bittérnefs at-
- gending ir; yer, when their hearts gre touched with| a

fenfe of fin and of a broken covenant, their former dif-
ferences and animofities evanith.  Softnefs of heart, in the
fenfe of bygone fin, would filence many things among us,
that all di{purings, writings and printings will not be able
to do. Pray for this to the land, as the moft effeGtual
mean and. way of curing our divifiavs, and of uniting us

"in the Lord : It joins Judab and [frael together, whofe, .

breach was much greater, and of far langer continuance
than ours. :

. Thwrdly, We fec here, That a people’s joining and —

pring togrther in ferious fecking of the Lord, 1s very commend-
able and lovely, and a good token and evidence to them of theiy
qurning to Gody and f God's accepting of them; Eved ag

bitternets and divifion is exceeding difpleafing to God,
.and prejudicial to themfelves, and.to the work of grace

in them. « This Iy an happy-kke, hopeful and promifing

day of repentarice and turning to God, that bedeth much, -

unipeakably much good ro a land and people.

But -we come to coufider the words as they do dire&
unto, and chalk out the way for a people returning to
make up a broken covenant with God, which is the fcope.
And we may take it pp in thefe tbree, 1, As it refpeéts

the frame of -their hearts; And () whar a tender, humble, -

warm and mournful frame are they reprefented to be in }

They fball csme, and ga togetber, exciting one another, go- -

ing and weeping, with their faces towards Zion. 2. As it
refpects and holds forth the greap defign cthey have, and
that is, to rencw and make fure the covenant betwixt God

and them: Tho' it was now broken, and they want not .
challenges for it; yet they do not fay, We will nevep -

enter in it again, becaufe we brakg it the laft timg we
made it ; but, Come (fay they) let us make it the more
firm and flable. 3. As it refpeéts and holds out their
pofture, and the way which they take in purfuing this

defign: There isa going and 'wccPin'g,‘ a praying to,

an
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Make fure Covenant with God. 157
‘and fecking of the Lord ; in a word, rhey feck and en-
deavour to renew their covenant with God, ferioufly, dis-
ligently and humbly :* And thus they purfue their defign.
Firft then, If we look to their frame, we will find im-
plied in it, 1..A guilty condition. 2. A challenging and
convinced condition. 3. A repenting conidition ; they are
kindly affe@ed with the wrongs done to God, and defire
" and ufe means to have them righted. : »
We fhall name .two or three general do&rines from this
firk confideration of the word, tho'ineff-&ir with fall
in with the laft. ‘The firf whereof is this, That God's
covenanted people may deal foully and falfly in bis covenant &
For their 'coming to renew the covenanr, - fuppofeth rhat
they had broken it; and ’tis alfo implied in their mourn-
ing and weeping, and faying, Come and let us join ourfelves
2o the Lord in a perpetual covenant, mever to be forgotten.
This needs no further: proof than the hiftory of Gods
people their dealing with him ; which holds out tlearly
and convincingly the firong propenfion and bent of heart
- that is naturally in them to backflide, and like a deceit-
ful bow to turn afide and to prove unfledfat in his cove-
nant. . . . ’ '
Secondly, There is here implied a ditance betwixt God
and them, following on the breach of covenant: Their
going to feck the Lord, faith, that he is a-fecking; rhis
is very fad, yet moft true, That fin, and unfaitbful deal-
ing in God's covenant, will make a feparation betwixt bins
and a pesple in covenant with bim.' Thus "tis faid, Ifa. §9.
1. Tbe Lovd’s band is not fbortned that it cannot [ave, nor
bis ear beavy that it cannot bear ; bat your iniquities bave
[eparated betwixt you and your Ged. “Tis very like, that
many believe not this, that fin hath fach influence in mak-
ing feparation betwixt God and finners; bur in that day,
when an eternal fepararion fhall be made betwixt God and
them, it will be undeniably made known and manifeft,
when many of you, that now throng to the ordinances,
will, if grace preyent not, .meet with that featence (O
dreadful fentence !) Depart from me, ye workers of iniqui-
ty ; [ never kneaw you. C '
- Thirdly, There is here their fenfiblenefs of both thefe,
1. That they had brokea covenant.- 2. That God had
SR o feparated
J .
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feparated himfelf and withdrawn his prefence from them
for their breach of covenant. Tho' fin be very evil, and
the want of God’s prefence very fad; 'yet they had this
‘good, that they were kindly fenfible of both: Whente
we may obferve, Tbat conviddion of bygome wromgs done o
God,. and kindly refenting of bis abfence, are the firf} rifes
and [prings of repentance and turning to God ;. or, they are

this bufinefs and flir among this people flows from? Here
it is, Firf,~T ey apprchend a quarrel betwixt God " and
them; and, Next, They apprehend a diftance: And this

-puts them ferioufly to mind turning to God with weeping

.

‘3be firft ‘feps of converfom. What is it, I pray, that all.

and fupplications, and to renew their covenant, for recover=
- ing of God’s prefence: . This fame s the Spirit’s methed,
Gobn 16. I awill (faith the Lord Chirift) fend the Spirit;

and the firft thing he doth is this, He comvinceth the world

of fin: So &8s 2. 37. the firft thing that ever (to fpeak .
* fo) turped the chafe inr Peter’s hearers was, that they were

pricked in their bearts for fin; and this did put them to a
advifement, and to cry out, Men and brethren, what foal

&ge do? And indeed there 1s a necefli'y of this, confider-
dng the Lord’s way of adminiftring his grace: For, fo
‘Jong as perfons are not convinced of their fin, they are
‘not apprehenfive of a quarrel; burt convilion of fin makes -
them apprehenfive of it; and to think, that they would

be obliged to any who would relieve them out of that fad
condition: And, while God is abfent and not mifled,

‘they fleep on; and tho' he be abfent, yer they know it
‘pot, as Samfon knew not that God had left him, till he

went out to fbake bimfelf i But, when God’s departure be<

cometh fenfible, it will make a wicked Saml to howl, and "

.will make a gracious tender foul to take the alarm hot ;

as we fee, Cant, 3. §. where the Bride, miffing Chrit, is

"' put to feeking; and, ftill miffing him, her heart is kept

 flurtoring and on' wing in purfuing after his prefeace, ull.

‘af repentance and turning to God. . 'What- is the caufe
: . - that’

fhe recover and find it. ‘

. -As the.Ufe of the point, we would exbort you to let

this truth fink in your hearts: There is a neceflity of the
conviction of tliefc Tawo, 1. Of the wrongs done to God,
2. Of God’s abfence, ere ye can be ferious in the exercife

N
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‘that mény ly thll in deep fecurity with much debt upon

their fcore, and,ly down and rifc up without God’s com-
ny ? Even this, that they never had it, and were pever
troubled for the want of ir; they were never, convinced

‘and made fenfihle of their fin. Now, this conviction is

not, fimply to know that we bave firi, as many take it to
be, who think it enough that they know thar they are fin~
ners ; but s fuch a conviction, as arrefts the finner before
God, and purs hjm to anfwer for his fin: “Tis like an of-
ficer coming with an order to pur a man in prifon for debr ;
he may go confidently and ftoutly enough up and down
the ftreer, under the knowledge of his debr; - but, when
he is arrefted for it' by the officer, it affe@s him, and
toucheth him in the quick: So is it with a foul throughly
convinced of fin; men may know that they are finners,
but the confcience for a time may not much trouble them,

_ and they may take on more to a long day, and fhift chal-

Tenges and convigtions; bur, when the confcience awak-
eth, and the law arrefteth them, the marter finks deeper
'on them.. Would' ye then know whar is a fhirable frame
for fafling and communicating ? We would commend this
to you, even to ftudy a thorownefs of the conyittion of
and to be fenfible of the diftance that is betwixt God

d you, and narrowly to obferve whether he be prefent
or abfent. ’Tis very fad, and much to be lamented, that
many, who are ignorant of the way of God, fhould be fo
firongly perfwaded of the goodnefs of their conditian,
that there is no accefs for any word fo much as ence to
bear upen them : If we fhould ask many of you, Whether
are ye throughly convinced of your wrongs done to God,
and _fenfible of the diftance betwixr him ard you? Ye
would readily anfwer, T'hap ye never wanted nor miffed
‘him ; he hath bgen always your God, and ye have been
always his people: Not from any ftrength of faith, but
from ignotance, ftupidity aod carnal prefumption. Yea,
many of you have not{o much knowledge as to cover your
ignorance and hypocrify ; neither can any gain the leaft
ground of you, to make you fenfible that your faith and
communijon with God are unfound and delufory, becaufe
they have not had a right rife from conviétion of fin and

of diftance from God, putting you on to repentance ardd

Goves
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covenanting with him. But, becaufe feveral pérfons will
be teady to think and fay, that they have conviGions of
fin ; as indeed there is much ground and reafon for them ¢

"X fhall point at fome conviétions, for which there is juft

~unbelief? Many will be convinced of fabbath-brea

“faith§ for they always had ir, as they think. And what,’

[

ground, " and whereby ye may know if your convittions
have been thorow and found ; moft whereof, if not all of

" them, may be gathered from the words. 1. There is a

convi&tion of the ‘want of faith: The holy Spirit’s firft
work, Fobn 16. 9. is to convince the world of fin, becaule
they believemot on bim. Were ye ¢ver convinced of l{pdr

kingy
of curfing, fwearing, lying, drunkénnefs, &%. to be.fins,
who were pever convinced of the fin of thein want of

I pray, can fuch as'ye do at a faft or humiliation for fin,
when this is your great fin, and ye cannot by any means
be brought to take "with it, tho’ you take with ather fins

" but can come boldly to the tabie of the Lord as believers,

and fuch as have no jult reafon to dogbt of the foundnefs

- of your faith, while, in the mean time, all the faith that

ye have is but rotten prefumption ? This is a moft fear-
ful condition: For} fo long as ye think that ye have faith,
ye cannot think yourfelves to be loft ; neither can ye caft
yourfelves down with a flopped mouth before God, nor
is there accefs for any word from him to do you good.
A 24 couvition or challenge is. of, of for the want of a

" new naturg Were ye evet convinted of this? not only

of this and that and the other particular fin, but that ye
werc in a finful and unrenewed ftate 2 Nicodemys, Fotin 3.

comes to Chrift, and fpeaks him fair; bat the Lord lers,

him know that fair words, a great profeflion, and fome,
yea, much knowledge, will not dq the turn; he muft
neceflarily have fomewhat elfe, even a new narure; he
muft be born again, elfe be cannot .exter into’the Ringdom'of
beaven, He is vety unwillig and Joth to digeft that
doétrine; bur the Lotd tells him, that, Tbat which is

* born'of the fi:/b, is Yok, It were good that many of you

had that word from your heart in your mouth, which is,
Fer.31. 18, Turn thou me, and [ fball be turned: Con~

‘vi@ions of a natural flate, alas! are very rare ; if any of

you have had fuch convittions, try what became of them,
L o e and
\, { ’
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and what followed onthem. A 3d convi@ion orchallerge
isof, or for former breaches of covenant, for gofpel-fins,
and the fin of dealing unfaithfully in God"s covenant: And,
can any of you thift this challenge, confidering what ye
were tyed to in baprifm, and by other vows and engage-
‘ments which ye have come under fince that time, efpecial- -
ly at the Lord’s fupper ? how few of thofe have been kept 2
or rather, have they not been as fo many ropes of fand 2
And, who arc fuitably challenged for, and convinced of -
fuch breaches, asitisimplied here, that thefe people are 2
A 4¢tb conviltion is, of the want of God's prefence, ina
finuated io their going to feek the Lord, which imports an |
abfence of God, and that finfully procured by them, for
which they weep and are kindly affe@ed. The abfence .
of God, fimply confidered, is no ground of challenge, it
being an aét of fovereignty ; bur abfence, procured thro®

_ our fin, is a great ground of challenge, Alas ! ghe moft

art know not, neither'are acquainted with any fuch chal-

; lenge; they think God is always with them, however '

' the Lord is abfent : And it would well become us to
fearch ut diligently that which hath procured his abfence ;

" for, whatever may be God’s end in it, there is abundant
ground of juft challenge that we may get againft ourfclves
mit. A stbground of challenge is, in refpe& of their
own ftupidity and ignorance, which have incapacited them -
to take up the way how to come to God for making up the
breach ; therefore they ask the way to Ziow. And this'
may be another fad challenge ro many, who; thro’ their
ignorance, fenflefnefs and fupidity, have utterly indifpo-
lgnd and unfitted themfelves to mrake their peace with G‘:i,
and are without knowledge of the way how to vent their
defires to him. A 6th challenge implied is, the want of
love to one another ; and a,challenge for fetn diftance be-
twixt God and them, helps to bear in on them this chal-
lenge for diftance betwixt one another: Therefore, now

| they fay, Come and let us join ourfelves. This is another

| challenge, which we fhould not fhift; it is too evident,

* whatever our profeflions be, thar we are much cooled and -

| fallen behind in our love to ‘one another. A 7tb challenge ;
is, lying long under a feen evil condition, without being =
fuitably affeted with it; therefore thefe people go ndw ”

T L - with
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with the more tendernefs about the work of turhing to .,
God, and of thgir renewing ccvenant with him, that they
were fo long a falling toir: I fuppofe, many of you who -
never knew whal repentance was, and others alfo wha |
have been more ferious than now they are, may. have this,
challenge. It is no firangic nor unconth thing thatis called, .
for from us, to fir and prepare us for fafts and commaunions;, .
it is even ferioufnefs in thefe moft plain, cémmon and ob-
vipus things : And if ye can hold yp. your faces, and fay,
that thefe concern you neat, nor the prefent occafion, ye
may. waye and Jay them alide ; bug, if they, be fuch things,
as your confciences conwince you of, it is moft neceflary
that ye take time to think upon them and lay them to
heart, and that ye fudy thro® grace to. be. humbled for .
them before tha Lord. - »

But the obfervation, that we intend mainly to, fpeak a
word to at this time, is this, That there is no amamding oy
vighting of an ill condition, but by making fuye and. faf} the -
covenant betqixt God and us.  Whar is. the remedy of this
people’s ill condirion here, when they find themfelves fo
far wrong ? Come (fay they) and lst-us join vwrfeives to

the Lovd in a pe?;tu,almzeuﬂn negey-tabe. forgotten, When,
_covenanting, as that on.whigh the quict-

I fpeak berg o
ing of our conifciences, and the remedy. of things wropg
in our'condijtion, doth fo much depend; it is not to be.
underftood of a \bafc promife only to right and amend
things thar are wrapg apd amifs, {)nt_it.is to be under-
flood of a rea] covenanting with God,, of a real and core’
dia} accepting of the offer of Jefus Chrift made to ugin
the gofpel, whereby an union betwixt God and;us thro”,
him as Mediator is made up: Wherein there is God’s
offer. and promife, on the one fide ; and our faith, accep-.
ting of, and fybmitting to the tcrms apd: conditions on
which the offer is madé, on the other fide. : Whereupon

there followgeth 3 mutya! clofed bargain: betwixt God and | -

us; or the very bargain is thus made up.: And fo, whats
ever way, we look upon and. confjder; our condifion as evil.,
ot fad, whether in repec of challenges for, and eonvic-
tions of fin, and of wrangs done 1o God ; or in.refpeét -

" of darknefs, unclearnefs and, confufion; or in refpe.of
. eroflesand afflictions ; this is the.way tp win,at the remedy, |

‘ . N . thereof
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thereof. Thus David, 2 Sam. 23. 5. when he is drawing

" near to death, and hath many challenges for things thar

had been wrong in his perfonal walk and in his holife,
which had‘ brought an it much affliétion and trouble; and
when he finds himfelf very infirm, and under the want of
much of that lively fenfe he had wont to have, he be-
takes himfelf to this, Though (fays he) miy boufe be ot fo
with God, yet be bath made with me an evgrlaffing covemant,

. ordered in all things and [ure ; and this is dll my falvatios

|

[}
s

l

‘to the grfo/n, Thou haft finned, an

and all my defive, though be make it not to grow. And if
we look on the prodigal, Luke 15. when he is under a
convi¢tion of his fin and mifery, what refolves he upon
as a remedy 1 I @will go (faith he) to my Fatker, and I will
fay, Fatber, I bave finned, &c. The firft thing he betakes
himlelf to, and refolves opon, is,.to catch hold of the
covenant-relation betwixt his Father and him.  And there
is a meceflity of this, on a threefold” account ; 1. Becaufe .
there can_be no folid ground for extricating and bringing
one out of an evil condition, but by covenanting with God ;
for what clfe, I pray, can filence a challenge, or quice
and calm the confcience in refpet of guilt, when it faith -
g art liable o the
here is no way to ﬁ“ fin and the carfe removed,
but by flecing to Jefits Chrift, and clofing with God’s of=
fer of pardon¥upon the-account of his fatisfaltion refted
on by faith : Therefore is faith compared to a fbield where-
b we may quench the fiery darts of thé devil. "Tis true,
faith the foul accufed of eniity againft and wrongs done

carfe ?

10 God, I was an enemy to him, and greatly wronged

him ; T was Jiable to his curfe and wrath for fin: But he
offered me pardon and reconciliation thro® the Mediator,
and I have accepted of his offer, and do reff upon Chrift’s
fatisfaction for pardon; therefore I am juftified, and fhall
not come into condemnation. 2. Becaufe there can be no
peace to the foul, till there be fome thorow evidence that
the covenant is fixed and made fure; for thisis the way
that God hath laid down for making peace : As the quar=-
reland curfe are founded on the breach of one covenant,
fo our. peace arifeth upon our engaging with God in ano-
ther covenant; hence atc all thofe promifes, Fer. 30.31,.
32y 33- and Heb, 8. whiﬁn are fo oftén repeated; I awill -
. 2 : pars
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164 - ~To amend an ill Condition, -

.‘pafdon-lbcir iniquities, | will yemember their fins no 'morey
+&¢. all which promifes being privileges of a covenanter
with God, whoever would look for the performance of
. 'the promifes, there is a neceflity of their being in cove-

.nant with_him, ere they can exg:& the performance of -

‘them, ard arrain to peace. 3. Bzcaufe all that are with-

out the covenant of grace are under the curfe, being liable -

‘to the breach of the frt covenant : Therefore, £pb. 2.
thefe two arc put together, Strangers from the covenant, of
promife ; and baving no bope, being witkout God and Céﬂﬁ
#n the world : And fo, to be without the covenant, is to be
without hope, and without God, and without Chrift.

. Ufe 1. Lay this for an unqueftionable ground, that, if
ever ye be well, it muft be by this covenant with God..
Xs there any convition ‘of fin, of violating bygone en-
§agcments to God, and of wrongs done to him? Take it.

or a certain truth, that things muft be thus adjufted, and.

thus fecured betwixt God and you ; that ye muft have par-
don and peace, by entring into, and making fore the new
covenant with God on the grounds of his own grace: That
is, when God is treating with you, and declaring thae he
is content to clofe with you, on condition that yc will
take with your fin, renounce your own rightcoufnefsand
fubmir ro Chrift’s, and be content to live to him all the
days of your life that are behind ; ftep to, and clofe with-

im on his own terms: For the heart’s yielding its confent
to God, is the making of the covenant ; and that entitleth.
to all the good that is in the Bible. In fum,.’cischis, If ye.
(faith the Lord) accept of my offering myfelf to be your
God, and confent to give up yourfelvesto me, if ye will
quit your own righteoufne(s and embrace Chrift’s, I will.
pardon your fin, I will be forthcoming to you for hap-

pinefs, and will fan&ify you and make you fit to be par-'

takersof ir: And 'your making of the covenant fure, is
your yielding to be happy on thefe terms, even to be con-
-tent to rake juftification and pardon of fin frecly, by vertue
of Chrift’s fatisfation ; and to give up yourfelves to be his, -
to be for him, and to live to him and not to yourfelves.
As ye get God engaged o be yours, fo ye engage and fub-
fcribe to be God’s, and to walk fairably, according to
ybur engagemenr, in his ftrgugth : To be forbim, and for,
SRR R xeJjor: e
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. Make fure Covenant with God. 6%
- *mo other, as’ the word is, Hof. 3. oras it 15, Ifa. 43° §
One fball fay, 1 am the Lord’s; and amsther foail call bim-
felf, by the name of Facob ; and another fball fu'fcribe with
‘bis band unto the Lord, and furname bim(-If by the name of
Ifrael : He dml}, as it were, write down his name, -/ am
God’s. This, in fhort, is covenauting with God ; which
may be done in hearing the word, 1a praying, in medi=
tating, and in cammunicating ; when faich is dittinétly, at
TJeaft really and truly, cxercifed on God's ofter and promife}
‘and when, wpon deliberation, there is a fincere refolving
with the perton’s felf, I will take God as he offers himtigit
tome, and will give up and away myfelf to him; and
when, according to this refolution, there is actually a
yiclding to God.” . . \ -
Ufe. 2. Seeing this is the only way to right and unravel
an evil and ravelled condition, let me exhort you to pitch
-on this as your great work, and toaimatit as your great
fcope, thele days that are before you, that a good under<

ftanding may be begotten berwixt God and you, and all

quarrels removed and taken away, by decluring and ace
knowledging your iniquities before him, and by covenante
ing with m on his own terms : This would make much
kindly heart+melting, and would make the communion to
be cheering and refrefhful, when, after a fecretly clofed
bargain with God, we fhould come to reccive his fealy

-

and to append and put to ours: And whatever toffings

and difficulties there may be to get ourfelves made righe
here ; yet we would ferioufly enaeavour to get our heuts
brought up, fincerely to fay wirh the Plilm.ft, Pfal, 16,
My foul bath faid unto tbe Lovd, Tbou art my Lord; and
to win ar a feuled deliberate yiclding to Gad, fo as there
may be quietnefs in it for the time to come. .
" Ufe 3. There is here fad ground of expsffulation w'thy
and reproof 1o many. I know not what many of you are
doing ; moft part, I fuppofe, are taken up about the out<
ward ordinances, but as to the main thing of -makng "f
a covenant with God, as it is holden forth in the gofpcl,
I fear thar'is much negleted and m'skcnn’d : Yet let me
fay it, tho’ ye fhould pray and we p al thefc days, withs
out this it is impoffible that ye can . ha\e peace, ar win tq,
have a good underftanding berwixt Goa and you: rus
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366 ' Toawmend anili Condition,
_ yourfelves thercfore to the trial, and fec if the frame of
your {pirits be fuch as holds any tolerable proportion 10

the frame and pofture that Jfrael and Yudab are repre-

fented to'be in here : They are going, we are firting fill ;
they arc eweeping, our eyes are dry, and our hearts hard ;
the humblc mournful way of religion, alas! is much gone
from amongR us. Again, they are renewing the covenant ;
but, ah ! what can we fay, as to the fecuring of things be-
gwixt God and us ? Are nor the moft part as well fatsficd
with their ftate and condition, as if there were nothing
wrong nor amifs init ? Alas! fhall ‘'we flubber and fcurf
over religion, and vail ourfelves from ourfelves and from
others, when in the mean.time our hearts and confciences

might, if awake, tell us that we are not in covenant with

God ? I know, many of you will bé ready to fay, ye are
friends with God; but let me ask fuch, Did ye ever know
and believe the cnmity 2 did ye ever apprehend yourfelves
to be ftrangers to God, ‘and without the covenant? did ye
ever experimentally know any good that his word did re
you, as ro the bringing of you under the bond of the
covenant ? hath any gracious change followed upon it 2
The truth- is, many of you think tha® yc may go. to hea-

wen without the word, and the faving etfe@s of it on your

hearrs: Ye found them (as ye fancy) always-inclined ro
Jave God; ye fuppofe that ye were always in friendfhip
with him ; which, tho’ there -were nothing elfe to prove
it, is a manifeft evidence that ye ‘were never really in
~ #riendfhip with him. But let me ask yet further, Did
" ye ever know what it was, te make ufc of Chrift’s medi-
ation, in the making . up of a .covenant betwixt God and
ou? "Tis like, ye will fay, ye prayed; bur ye might
ave done that, tho® Chrift had never comeinto the world,
and tho’ there had been no ground for yeur acceptance on
bis account. Bur I fay again, What ufe made ye of his
-mediation and fufferings ? I tear ye know little or nothing
at all of this; bur ye come to him, becaufe ye imagine
that he bears a good-will to all finners, and is-very eafy
to be dealt with, and that God the Father is- more in-
exorable and a harder Party to deal with than he ; as if
Jetus Chrift the Son were not as juR as the Father ; or,
o : . . . a8
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~ himfelf gracioufly help you hereunto.

Make fure Covenbnt with God, . 107
as if ‘God the Father were not as ready, thro’a Media-
for, to #ccept of dnncrs, as'thie Son is. I would nsk ybit
-yer furcher, Do ye rhink, or tan ye with any juft reafon
think, that your covenanr is fare, whén ye koow neither
what it is, nor how ye have entred into it? In the cove-
naot, as there i5-an offcr 8n 'Gods fide, {o there muft be
a receiving on yours: Tho' I grant that oftentimes this,
‘to ferious fouls, will be unclear, and it will be their bur-
-den that they have not firong cnough defires to ‘have it
thorow and cléar; fuch poor fouls would put their dark
fiefs, wnbeliet and undexteroufnefs in Chrift’s hind to ve
helped. But “ris 2 Bd matrer, thar, when we thould be
'g;aying you to clofe with Chrift in the ‘covenant, it muft

our work and the hardeft piece of it, to fhuke many
of you out of your préfampiion: “Tis o pleafure ro a,-
God knowerh, to preach you out of the ‘covenanty buwt
your prefumprion layeth.a neceflity on us, to lance you to
the quick, and to featch down to the botrom of your (dres;
becaufe thefe muft be difcovered and lafd open, befofe

‘thére can be any juft ground for the application of confo-

lation: If onée we €ould per you brought under 'a thorow
convition that ye ‘have been deluding yourfelves, we
might yet have {weet, lively, comfortable and retrefhful

-days: If ye were in this pofture, going and wecping for

perverting your ways, awithk your faces towavds Ziom, 6=
wards God thro’ the Mediator, ye might expet God's
‘blefling on thefe folemn-ordinances, and that there fhould
be a covenant made up with him never to be forgotten. O !
be ferious in the bufinefs, and ler not this opportunity go
by you unimproved to the beft and arhedt advantage ; and

T S
Jcr_emigh , 50. ver. 4, 5. »

In thofs days, and in that time, faith the Lird, ths childien
of Ilfrael foall come, they dnd the children of Fudab toge- .
ther, going and weeping i They [ball o, &ud feck the Lord

S “ .

deir God. ,
- . Lgsg o Verfe 5





