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94 The Necelfiry and Fxcellency -
fication of the law is not at it ; that y¢ have pardon of fin'
iromifcd to you on your-repentange, and furnituce at
and for every thing called for from yoy,” Take it in' fhort,
whatever your calling, ftation or relation be, Only tef your'
sonverfation be 4s becometp the gofpel of Chriff : And remem-
ber the tyes and obligatiops that ye are under, whether

. more gengral or more particular ; ofherwift they fhafl“be‘

remembred to, aud againft vou. Now, the Lord him<
felf erable you, by his all-fufficient grace, to fuit all your
obligations, ro pay all your vows, and ta make all yous
boneft refolutions pratticable, rclating to this Converfation
" becoming the gofpel of Chrift, o oo

A very heavenly SERMON, -
Preached, if not afier the commuvion, yof Yery pestizient. for

Juch a9 occafion (kowever 18 is [ubjoined 1o tbe impmediately
- preceeding, becaufo of the affinity of puvpofes) .

On Philip. 3. 20. For our Converfation is in Heaven.

H E life and work of a-Chriftian is a far other rhin,
than, for the moft part, it is taken to be; and
no queftion; were we often thinking on, an,cf

fudying the qualifications and cxtent of a Chriltian eon-
werfation, to which believers are called, we would walk

with flopped mbuths, in the deep fenfe of our great fhort-. |

coming, and there would not be fuch delufion under the

conceit of felf-righteoufiiefs: But -the ignorance of this,

makes carnal men think themfelves to be fomething ; nn&’
makes even believers themfelves, that they walk oot fe
humbly, nor prefs fo ferioufly rowards:the mark ; neither
do they propofe to themftlves, as they oughr, 3 juft .and
rfe& pattern ta follow, L i N
7 Amongft ether qualifications of a Chriftian walk and
converfation, this is one, and a very confiderable one,
That our converfation fhould be in beaven : A thing we fear
- the moft part of the Chriftians of this age fearcely believe,
much lefs endedvour, that they fhould live with theip
hearty above in beaven, in the livcly cxpe@ation of the
. g ‘ Savioyr’s

.
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.- hath ro do with the Chriftian Pbilippians, who wers much

" faid, Ye will readily think, that I fhould be well ac?uain:. :

il

of a Converfarion in Heaven. . 9%
8aviour’s ceming; thar they fhould converfe in heaven
among the fpirits of juft men mwade’ perfeét, before they -
come thither. - ~ "

The feope of thefe words is plain. The apoftle Pant

tempred, and, no doubt, in fome hazard to be led. afide
bath from the faith and from the pra&ice of religion; and
-the way that he takes to keep them right as to both, is
by propefing his own example to them: As if he had
ted with the way to heaven; now, the way thatl take
for my juftification before God, is net to feck after righe.
Qeoufncl’s by the works-of the law, but to be found in
Chrift covered with his right¢oulnefs taken hold ‘of by
faith: And, if ye would know what I do in reforence to
fan&tificarion, this is it, I forget thofe things that ave be-
6ind, and veach forth wmto thofe things that ave before,
prefling towards the mark, for tbe prize ; being conftantly, as.
it were, on the fpur, that I may attain that which 1 have
not as yet come at, even thzt perfe@ion of holinefs, that
accompanies the vefurre&im from the dead. And having laid
this before them, as a fair copy and pattesrn; he improves
it, by exhorting them thus, Bretbren, be.ye followers toge-
dber of me; take the way that I take, both in the matter
of faith and of praétice: And he gives two reafons why
he would have them to do fo; the firf whereof ts raken
from the danger that was in following thofe falfe teachers,
oer, 18, 19. Many of whom walk fo, as they are enemies to
#ke crofs of Chriff, that is, enemies to. the dorine of faith
in Chrift; and to the exercife of it on him, and to rhe
doétrine of his crofs, and alfoto a truly fpiricual walk,
wwbofe exd is defirulion, and whofe god iy therr belly. The
Jecend reafon is fubjoined in th~ text, drawn from the great
advantage which they fhoulu have by following -him:
For (faith he) our comverfation is in beaven: This is the
fpiritual, heavenly and divine walk, wherein he holds’
forth himfelf and his fellow-apofties as a pattern to be
imitated by them, and fo teachcth them their duty. We
are not (as if he had faid) like thefe falfe teachers, But
our converfation is in beaven ; therefore follow us, And he
gives an inftance “of this ix the latter part of the verfs,
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96 - The Neceffiry and Fxcellency
From whence (faith he) we look for the Saviour s He is like
a perfon on the watch-rower, that isJooking and longing
for the coming’ of a friend; plainly infinuating thereby,
that he looks not for much fansfaction “in this world, but
was carncftly longiog for, and in continual expeétarion of
- Chrift’s coming ; to which all his hope and expeQation of
. compleat happinefs, and of full fatisfaion to his foul,
was clofly confined. A -
So then, the great thing that he aims at here, is to com-
mend a heavenly converfation to thefe Chriftian Pbilippians,

and to all that fhould hear the gotpel, and this excellent’ °

.picce of it amongft the reft. ,
There are only taw things fhortly to be cleared, before
‘we procced further; the firft is, What is meaned by cor-
werfation here 7 And the reafon of the queftion is, becaufe
the word is fo very fignificant in the original, that hardly
can we get a word in our language to exprefs it by to the
life; ’ds taken from that which fignifies a rownthip, ‘core
porationfhip (ro fpeak fa) or burgesthip: And' it implies
thefe tewo things; 1ff, A title to fuch and fuch privileges;
as thofe who, were Romans, or born citizens of Rome, and
whoever were mdde, bargeffes of it, had fuch and fuch
privileges attending their burgesthip, - The 2d is a fuit-
ablenefs and peculiar manner of living and carrying ac-
cording to the laws of that. city ; as it is often faid in the
book of the A8s of the apofles, After the manner of the
Romans, who had their own laws, cuftoms, and ufages:
And, being applied here in a fpiritual fenfe, it fuppofes,
1. Ajoint intereft with the faints, (or being fellow-citi-
zevs with tbe faints;  as it is, Epb.2.19.) who arc all
‘burgefles of the heavenly Ferufalem : Tho' fome of them
be, as it were, in the fuburbs and lower tawn, and fome
in the higher; yer all here below. have the fame: Mafter
and Father with them whoare above in heaven,’ 2. It fup-
pofeth a way, walk, and converfation like heaven; to ge
cullatly indowed with a nature, inclinations, defires,’
defigns, and qudlifications fuitable ro heaven. We rake
it here, efpecially in the latter fenfe, becaufe Pawul pro-
erh himfelf asa pateern to them to intimate ; and it holds

" put his fuitablenefs to heaven. -’ ’ :




of a Converfation in Heaven. ,

"The frcond thing to be cleared a little is, Whatitiste
have a converfarion in heaven. - I anfwer, Thefc tivo aré
in'effe@ onéd and the fame, ta have a converfation in hea=
ven, and to be heavenly in our converfation: *Tis event °
to have a converfatioh like that which Chriftians hope ta
have in heaven, and fuch as are bounden, and on their
way thitherward, thould have; This is'a genetal hint of
what a heavenly converfation. or a converfation ih heaven, .
is; and becaufe, in profecuting the do&rineés to be dedu.”
ced from the wotds; we will have occafion to explain it
more particularly, we fhall fay no more of it riow. o

The Dofirines that arife from the words are efpecially, -
thefe fogr; the firff whereof is, That there is a fort af K
beavenlinefs in the converfation of Chriftians, that fbould bé °
- fadied by them all without exception, and tbat lieth on themt

. all as their duty. ) o, .

. The fecond is, Tbat this beavenlinefs of convevfation is int
a great meafuve thrd' grace aitainable; For Paul and otherd *
believers atcaihed it.  Which, is not o to be underftood, '
ag if there were an univerfal fuitablenefs, of a fuitablenefs °
in all things, in fojourning faints, to glorificd faintsin heas
ven ; for in-heaven they do-not eat nér drink, neither ard
they tharried nor given in marriage: But ‘tis to be unders *
flood of a fuitablenes in refpe of qualification, tonformi-
ty and likenef3, in fo far as is incumbent to fojourners whe =
ate walking'thitherward. : ) . :

The third is, Thatit it a peculiar and contvadiftinguifb<
ing mark of a fevious and [uitably exercifed Cbriffian, front
all other mien in the world, That bis converfation it in beaven,
wibile that _of others is not. ‘ . .

T'he fourthis, That tis not an ordinary and common, but
a rare-thing among profeffed Ghiifitans; 46 bave a conberfas’
tion in beaven. Many (lays the apoftlc) walk, of whom I
bave told yoh, and sow tell you weeping, that they dre eme='
hies 80 the crofs of Chrift; Buat I and fome few others with,
me bave owr converfation in beaven 3 And the many, that
he fpeaks of here, we take to be thofe, of whom he fpeaks
in the firft Chapret, who preached Chrift, but out ‘of ens
vy, and prefled holinefs (ic is like) with more than ordi- "
nary fervour, being zealous of the law, and fecking to misk -
the righteoufnefs of it wit!&rhe rightcoufnefs of Chrift hi:
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. and glorificd faints in heaven, according te our capacity ;

of . Tbe Neceffity and Excellency ‘ ‘
the point of juftification ; yet they had not their converfa< |
tion in heaven, as he and fome others had. "
‘We fhall not profecate thefe do&trines diftinétly, fecing
this is the fcope of them all, even to hold forth and com-
mend the neceflity and excellency of a heavenly conver-
fation ;' which we fhall, 1. Clear ; 2. Confirm ; and then,
3+ We fhall fpeak to the Ufe of it, ’ .
Firft then, for clearing what a heavenly converfation is,
Ye would confider, that the apoftlc fpeaksof his own and
of fome few other godly perfons their converfation, in op~
Po'ﬁtion to thofe many mentioned hy him before: And it
amports or implies thefe four; 1. *Tis to have heaven pro-
~ pofed to ourfclves as our great fcope and defign, next to
the glory of Ged ; Even as, to have an earthly converfa-
tion, is to mind earthly things, to have a bentnefs of fpirit
towards them, and to be wholly or moftly taken.up gﬁonl
the things of the world ; fo, to be heavenly in our con-
verfation, is to have the mind taken up about heaven,
prizing, affe@ing and fecking after heaven andheavenly.
things, as the word 1is, Col. 3. 1. Seek after, or fet your
affellions ow thofe things that ave above. 2. As it imports ,
prizing and affecting of heaven, and of heavenly things;
fo itimports the taking of that way that leads to the end :
‘And fo it is, to be in the ufe of all means and dutics that
lead to heaven ; Seek (faith the apoftle, in that Col 3. 1.) - |
8bofe things that are above : Set your affeélions om things absve,
m0t on things bemeath, or om the earth; To hold forth the
earncfinefs and ardency of affe@ions thar Chriftians ought -
fo have towards things beavenly, and how very much they
fHould be, with holy "care and-folicitude, bufied in the .
ufe of all meansy and in the Fta&iqe of all durties, for the
furthering and promoting of an heavenll! .defign : Even
as worldly men are taken up and exercifed with carking
cares, leaving (as it were) no flone unmoved ta promove .
apd Comfafs their earthly. defigns. 3. It importa the
* baviog of our converfation like heaven, to be walking like
thofe that are in heaven: Not to be conformed to .tbe
world, or like the men of the world, but to be like angels -

ag we are taught to pray,-in the Lord’s Prayer, Tby will
b8 dowe o8 carsh, as it is dowe in beaven. "Tis to havt a
. ; . e T native
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of a Converfation in Heaven.
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navive and kindly fuirablencfs and proportionablenefs ra:
them that are glorificd in. heaven. 4. It imporrs thisy
thar we fhould be often in heaven as to our thoughts and.:

affe@ions, as to our defires and delights : Tho’ we be living:

‘on the earth, that we fhiould have, as it were; ‘more:
than oiir one half in heaven ; as Daevid hath it, P/al. 25. 1.1

" Unto thee, O Lord, do 11ift up my foul ; or, as the word:

is, 2"Cor. 5. Tho' we be abftnt in the body, that yet we. "

may be fdmeway prefpnt in o

r {pirits with the Lord; that:
‘we thould make frequent vizrs to heéaven; that we thould-

have much to do there, have much traffigue, commercey:
torrefpondence and intercourfe in and with heaven ; that
¢in a word) we fhould converfe more where we love, than.
where we live; which is held forth and expreffed in the-
fcripture, by ewalking with God, by baving fellowpip with
bini, by ' foliowing bard after bim, and the like : A fuitz
ablenefs to, and a converfe in heaven, are mainly meané

here. :

of this, that a Chriftian

(As fof the feiond thing propofed, uiz. thé'Cenfrm:ioi,*;

ould ftydy this heavenlinets of;
conveifation; The' argument is clear and preffing’ froni

. 0. 17. where the apoftle cxhorts the Philippédusta ba.

followvers of bim, and here he tells them that bis comverfatios

isin-beaven’s And if .his converfation was in heaven, thea-

certatuly i was their duty, and is ours, to have our coms
vérfation in heaven ;, for he propoteth  himfelF as our pate..

tern in this, and ‘we_have {t, from the Spirit of God, - by:
hitn 'pﬁéﬂ'c&-onudus as our dp,t):, to imitate ?x‘im in-this thin 4

"Itis not fo_fingular a praftice, as to.be peculiarize

monopoliz’d and eogroffed te him alone ; but fuch as was
€ommon to him, and other ferious Chriftians, according:td
their'meafure ; Therefore he fays ngt, My-converfation, bug .
Oir converfation ; as if he had faid, 'Tis mine, and (3

cohverfation of othets, and- of all that follow me; and
I would have you in this to follow me, and none other

that doth net walk as I do; If it be needful further to -
tobfirm it, ye mdy take this pne reafon,
fal arguments in the bofom of it; A Ch

It

which. hath feve.

riftian’s converfas -

tign thould be heavenly, becaufe all that o Chrifiiak hlb‘.
is from and in beaven, and if fomeway beatenly { As wil

)

-manifeBly appear, if ye looi,g;'f Toa Chrittran's natm;%.‘
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100 The Neceffiry and Excellency

*tis from heaven ; he is partaker of the divine nature, he is
born of God, he is of the mewt Ferufalem ; his Fatber is
heavenly, as he is taught to pray, Our Fatber wbich art
'in beaven, or our beaverly Futher ; to point out, that as
ae bave born the image of the.eartbly, fo muft we bear the
mage of the beavenly, as it is, 1 Cor. 15. 49. Where is
the elder Brother ? Is he not in the beavenly places ? as the
apoftle tells us, Epb. 2. 6. His treafure isin beaven ; his
bope is in beaven ; beaven is the city, the manfion, the reft
whither he is travelling.  Or, if, 2. Ye confider the belic-
'ver’s calling and his obligation : Thereby he is partaker of
#be beavenly ‘ca lling ; (as it is, Heb. 2. 1.) feparated from
the reft of the world, and therefore ought not to live as
the world doth: He hath a heavenly law to walk by; he’
hath heavenly promifes, to feed and live upon, and to
comfort himfelf in'; his happinefs is heavenly, and all the
duties that he is ‘called to are fo; of which this is the
fubftance and fum, cven to glrify God, and to feck to en-
joy bim, and fo to'thine in_his converfation, as others may
be provoked to glorify God. Are not his' prayers and
praifes heavenly ? and\can a believer poffibly go arighe
about thofc, and not be heavenly ? To be tranflated from

- darkuafs- %o light, to be a partaker of the [anifying Spirit

of God, to be a mew creature, to have the Spirit of adoption, -
#o bave boldnefs of actefs to God, to be am beir and a joint |
beir with Chriff, &ci Are not thefe heavenly? Or, if,
3. We look to his company, is it not hcavenly? #e are
come (faith the apoftle, Heb. 13.) to God the Fudge of all,
2o Fefins she Mediator of the mew covemant, to the mew Fea-.
vufalem, (which taketh in all the faints in heaven, and the -
faints on carth) to an iunumerable compamy of angels, to
‘#he general affcmily of she firfi-born, and to the fpirits of
juft men made perf- &, In a word, whatever we look ta, -
whether to .the believer’s nature, or to his end, or to the
role of his walk, or to the promifes, or to his work and
waz wherein he is to go ; "all is heavenly : Is there not an .
obliging neceflity on the believer, in refpe& of all thefe,
to ftudy to be heavenly in his converfation 2 which is
the great thing that the apoftle Paul prefleth on you,-

and from thefe words is clearly prefled on all Chriftians. -

Thé Ufes arc four ; the firfi whereof Rrves fér Infiruce
. : tim

.
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of a Converfation in Heaven. .,  Tot
_#ion and Infermation to all that bear the Name of Chrift.
Know from this, what is the high pitch of holinefs that
ye are called to ; it is even to be heavenly in your con-
yerfation. Are there not many who have much need to
be inftru&ed in this? who never walked under the con-
‘viGtion of the neceffity of this as a duty; otherwife, -
were it poffible that ~th moft part of men and women,
who are called Chriftians, and profefs a hope of heaven,

- could or dprft live as they do, fome in'prophanity, rio-

toufnefs and gluctony ; others in.mere cjvility and moral

‘honefty ; and others in formality and hypacrify 4t the beft 2

‘Lct me ask you in good earpeft, Are ye not convinced

that this js a duty ? or, do you think that Pau/ was fcarns

ing or cdmplimcntinf, when he exhorts to follow him in
' ble

this 2 or, isit poffible that ye can enjoy fo mgny heavenly

. privileges, or be to any purpofe performing heavenly

duties, except ye be heavenly in your converfation ? And
if fo, miftake not Chriftianity, astf, when ye are exhorted
to.be Chriftians, ye were only bidden not to bé prophane,

" ‘or only te go abourt the ¢xternal duties of religion, or on-

y to bave a fort of merely moral fincerity and ferioufnef
inthe performing of them; which are indeed things good
in themfelves, apd we do not, we dare not difallow them,
but rather commend them : But ye are called to more, to
much more, and that is, to be beavenly-mipded, and to
bave yout converfation in beayen, I know Ame are fo pros
fane, and others are fo misbelicvingly difcouraged, that,
when they hear fuch do€trine as this, they will be ready,
the one fort to fay, #e capnot all be faints ; and the other,
Alas ! we cannot be faints ; But let allfuch mouths be ftop=|
ped ;_ye are called and obliged indifpenfibly tq be faints ;
and, if ye be not faints here, ye fhall ncver be faints here-
after. "There are alfo fome of fo diftempered difpofitions

and humours, that they cither put off all or moft duties,” . .

or at leaft go very hgartlefly about them, becaufe they can--
not attain perfeétion in them; bur “ris clear from the ferip-

" tures, that there is a kind of perfetion to be win at here

in- this life, which is cven this holinefs and hegvenlincfs
of converfation: When ye thall be called t0 a reckoning,
God will not ask you fo much, whether ye did not dfink
frunk, whore, {iwear, lic, cheat, fical, or the like; as,
P | G3 whether
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oz The Nece[firy and Excellency s N
whether ye were heavealy inyour converfation ? And thi -
is not to be aftriCted to one, or to fome few particular
duties ; but is the requifite qualification of a Chriftian in
all duties, and in gll his ations; whether he be praying,
‘pradtifing, hegring, reading, buying, flling, eating,
‘drinking, &%, or whatever he do and be abour, he is tq
'be heavenly in all thofe. R

And if ye ask more particularly, #hat that is ? 1 fhall

ew you, in what refpeéta Chriftian may be faid o have
and fhould have his converfation in heaven, And, 1£, In_
refpe@ of the inward holy frame and divine fett of -his
heart : He fhould be heavenly in that ; free from thofe
‘diltempering paffions, that the men of this world are fub-

_ Je€ed, nay, enflaved unto, and hurried with: He fhould

* not have his affe@ions dragging on the carth, nor his de-

~ lights nor defires taken up with things earthly ; but he
fhould be mortified unto, and weaned from all thofe things:
He fhould not be like unto thofe who on all accaffons are
toffed with their humours, and with every wind of temp-
tation ; but he fhould be fo calm, compofed and fober, {
fettled and fixed in a heavenly temper of fpirit, that words
of reproach may not mikch trauble him, nor croffes and
affliGtions much difquiet him : ‘He fhould have fuch com-

fure and fedatenefs of fpirir, that he may be much.a.
gzve the levity and unftayednefs that the men of the world
arc under the power of : And_he thould endeayour to be
defecate and purged from thofe impure migtures of felf.
nterefts, that arc repugnant in worldly men. 2dly, In re-
fpcét of his work, he ‘fhould and may have his converfa-
tion in heaven, and that is, when he is much in the exer-"
cife of thofe graces, and in the praice of thofe durics,
that he is to be taken up with in heaven; To be much ia
Tove to God, taken up with delighting i’ him, much in °
communion with God, 'holily impatient to want him -of
to live without his company: To be much in the ftudy and’
fearching out of his perfe&ions ; to be fludying to havg
the heart fixed, as it were a pillar in his hquc,‘and not
to go out from him : To be much in admiring and ador.

, ing the free grace and love of God ; and to beina holy
‘anner ravithed with the contemplation of thofe : Tq be
much in the work of prayer, apd much i the work of
SRR Pl BN .u,‘ T .4 v chew ‘-'.< . "lrb'v P!.girsg.
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praife, faying, Worthy is the Lamb to receive glory, bowour,

domiwion, &c, joining with the four beafls and four and
sewenty elders, faying, Holy, boly, Lord God Almighty: To
be much in prizing and valuing of God, in fetting out -
and commending him; to be in all duties willing. and
cheerful, doing God’s will cheerfully and with alacriry:
To be much in longing for the fabbath to converfe more

" clofely with him ; longing often for privacy and retire~

ment o pour out the heart before him: And to do all
this with. holy covetinig to do it-better, praying that bis

.gwill may be done om éarth, as it is done in beaven.  3dly, \A -

believer may be faid td have his converfation, and you -

. ' are called to have yours in heaven, in refpeé of a heaven-
- ly. walk; and as having a heavenly imprefs on all your

conyerfation; to be walking as it were in heaven, and as
if Holinefs to the Lord were written oh your fovebeads s
Which, being very comprehenfive, takesin thefe; 1."To
have the heart fixed in meditating on God and his law
on- fpiritual and heavenly things; to have a fublime an

divine ftrain of mind, not debafing itfelf to purfue vanities,
but kept in a clofe and conftant purfuit after communiory
with God, and conformity to him: To be in cafe to fay
with David, Pfal. 139, When I awake, I am flill with

-~ thee ; labouring to leave the heart and mind in heaven -
* when ye ly down, and fecking to find it there when ye
-arife. 2, To have your affe&tions, lave, defires and de-

lights in heaven, or hcavenly, 3. To have your words
favouring of heaven, minifiring grace to the bearers; et~

-deavouring to have your words weighty and’grave in the

commendation of God and his grace. 4. To havé your
hearing -of the- word, and your praying, carrying much
of a heavgnly ftamp and impreffion on them; hearing, as .
if God were fpeaking to you immediatcly from heaven ;
and praying, as if y¢ were even before his throne. 5. In
your inore common and ordinary converfation, as in your-
gating and drioking, in your recreating, and in fpllowi;;
your lawfal callings and employments, even thé very coart-
eft and loweft of them, to propofe to yourfelves anothér
end than the men of the world do, making that your main
end to glorify God ; and to have fuch a heavenly and divine
way of going about thefc, as may be convincing, cd,ifyi"s
- ¢ ) q 4\ 3 ang
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104 The Neceffity and Excellency - -
and gaining ‘of on-lookers; Not to be predominantly in- -
fluenced by felfith humours, defigns or interéfts, loakiog
. anly, or mainly, to what may pleafe or profic yourfelves;
. but levelling all at the glory of God, and the edification
and good of others, gs well as your own. 4tbly, We may _

. be faid to have our converfation in heaven, when' we have
. a haly a commerce and trading (as it were) with heaven:
As a'man is faid to couverfe in France or Spain, when he '

- grades and traffiques there ; fo, to have converfe in hea-
yen, is fpiritualiy to traffique there: To haye faith and
Thope exercifed in and about heaven: To fend many prayers
.and defires to heaven, as fo many empty veflels; and to
be in the lively and longing expe@arion of their return
- full and richly loaden : To make many vifits (as I faid be-
fore) to heaven; and to be inall thofe, neither feldom,
.mor tranfiently and at ftarts only, but to be frequent and.
more continuing in them: And tho they fhould fome-
simes return cither with feeming lofs, or with yery lutle

.gain, yet to keep up the trade and traffique, fecking to
- make up our lofs by a new voyage thither ; for the trade

is not always (to {peak fo) alike quick. §tbly, We ma;
be faid to converfe in heaven, by our abiding (as it werc{
.in heaven; and this is onc at the. higheft fteps of a hea-
* wenly converfation. If ye fhalk ask, How it 15, that a be-
Jiever, while on earth, doth or can abide in heaven? I
anfwer, Thefe ways, or ip thefe refpeés; 1. E\y having

his heart.in heaven, where his treafure is; For (as the
ord fays) sbere a man's, treafure is, theve is big beart.
‘The man (as it were) dwells there, and) if at any time
. he remove a little, he leaves there his grear flock, and his
.heart as a fattor; So, tho! the Chriftian be difcourfing,
buying, fclling, eating, drinking, £fc. yet, in all thefe,
his heart may and ought fomeway to be in heaven. To
<have his faith in heayen, and, as if were, never to come
out of it. 3. To have his love in heaven, folding its two
rms about the Lamb and him that fits on the throne;
olily loth to have them loofed from thofe fweer foul-fo-
Jacing and farisfying: embraces. “4. To have his hope in
heaven, which is an anctor caft within the vail, and makes
the foul fafe and furc amidft the greateft rempefts of out-
yard trouble, as a fhip rideth fafely when fhe bath ‘caft
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- - of a Converfation in Heaven. 10§
anchor on firm ground, fo that there is no fear fhe will
drive. Ina word, thefe four, the beart, faith, bope, and
love, being in heaven, we may fay that the man’s beft half
and part is in heaven; his tedder-flake is loofed, and
much of his tabernacle taken down, and he made in a good
meafure meet, ready and ripe for his diffolution and for
heaven: Thus ye are called and obliged to have your con.
werfation in heaven. 6thly; A believer’s converfation may
be faid to be, and ought to be in heaven, when his conr-
tentment, delight and fatisfation are in heaven ; ‘when all

‘that he defires, all that he delights in, and ‘on which his

foul feeds, and all that he is comforted with, is in heaven,
and he hath not a day to da well, nor one comfortable
ood hour, but that which is given him from heaven ; And
his is not only to be abiding -with, but to be delighting
in God; having the peace of Gody, sbat pofJetb underfranding,
guarding the beart, and bis love fbed abroad therein, and hay-

-ing all that which entertains his life coming from heaven.

Thus, Col. 3. 3. it is faid, that our life is bid with Chri
in. Gods  So that the believer is affeGted with nothing, -

- feeds upon, and is farisfied with nothing fo much as he 1s

with that which comesfrom heaven ; he awakes, he fleeps,
he refts there : This is to live in heaven, and to be hea-
yenly in our converfation ; and this is it that ye are called
-and obliged to, even to have your converfation in heaven,
iv all thefe forementioned refpeéts; that as ye belicvers
arc of another natnre, fo ye may be of another and more
“divine frame of foul in your work and walk, in your
‘thoughts and ‘words, in your outward duties, and in the

- exercife of inward graces, in your commerce and trading,

in yoor contentment, delight and fatisfaétion, to be hes-
yenly in all. ‘ L ’
And if any fhall here fay, Thisis a very hard task: |
'anfwer, 1. Can it'be hard to be in heaven? Nay, ™is an
-¥afe rather, for Chrift’s yoke is eafy, and bis burden is light ;
and inafmuch as our converfjtion i in heaven, we have
fo much true fpiritual eafe and.repofe of foul: And ir is
what we leave behind in- the world,, that makes the dif-
ficulty to ger our fpirits fcrewed _up to heaven, and to be
kept there ; here lies the difficulty : But, the more the
_heart and the mind be these, we kaye really the more cafe,

) ; 2 Will.
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2. Will'ye fhifr, deny or decline the dury, becaufe "tig
difficult and hard? as indced it is to corrupt nature: Not.
withftandiog all the difficulty -of it, the apoftle Pas/ with
his fellows and followers did win to it in a:good meafure,
-and we may artain it thro® grace, according to pur meafure,
Xs ot this the way to heaven, which our Lerd calleth
Srait, and which but few find? and yer, it ye would try
and make proof of it in good earncft, ye would find it to
be not fo very frait or unpaffable us ye imagine it to be,
" It would be found to be waited with fuch delight, as would
much (weeten any hardnefs in it; and ye would, not want
- un infight in thofe heavenly myfteries, and the behold
our names written in heaven, and in the Lamb's book
ife, nor one hour’s feedin upon and being folaced nly
them, for all the delights of the men of this world : And,
fince “tis orly hard t6 corraption, it fhould be fo much the
more endeavoured and plyed hard. . ‘

The fecond Ufe ferves for Trial, that we may koow wha

- is a Chriftian indeed, and a thriving Chriftian; Or it mdy
ferve rather to be an ufe of difcovery and of convidien ; and
indeed it may very cafily and quickly make difcovery of
the unfoundnefs of many, and of the fhortecoming of all,
Need we infift on this? Is it nota truth obvious to sll,

oiz. That Chriftians are called and obliged to be to heaven- -

ly in their converfation? Are not thefc the chara&ers of
tgch ® converfation ? Nay, is there not yet much more
requifitc in a Chriftian, even a divinenfs above what we
€an exprefs 2 And if ye be (as ye may be) convinted that
this is a truth ; then let me in the next place ask you, If
your converfation be' fuch ? Put your own. conftiences to
it enquire at them, whether Your trade be to heaven,
whether your peace and joy, your delight and fatisfa&tion
“beithere ; Would God ye would-effiy it, and could upon
good ground fay, that it is fo: But ah! is there any that
gan fay it without fome hefitation ? Is not the beft cxceed-
ing defe@ive? Or, if many of you fhall fay, it is fo 3 what
then nfeans your carnalnefs, your prevailing lufts, difs
$empering humours and paffions ? What means your fa
much pleading for. felf-intercfts, thus tufning (as it were)
of the world up~-fide down for our own ‘particulars?. How

gomes i fo Paﬁ!that,!g p;hg are profane do fpend 'mnc‘:;_
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of .4 Converfation in Hesves. = 1
of your precioustime in tippling, and trific away fo muc

“of it unprofitably many other ways? Dare ye fay, that

ye who walk thus, arc indecd. followers of the apoftle
Paul? Or, if ye dare not fay, that ye are follawers of
him in his heavenly converfation ; can’ ye think or expe®
to dwell with him in heaven? O be mot deceived, for God
will not be mocked: When ye refle@ (_"ctiouﬂy.on your-
felves and on your way, will yenor find juft ground for
being athamed and confounded before God'?  Or, is there
any of us.aM, that needs to want an errand to the throne
of grace, to confe(s and crave pardon for qur finful fhort-
gomihg in this? I fhall only fpeak a werd or twa, ia
further profccurion of this afe, to you that are fowt-bears
ged, and know no changes, that have always a gaod opie
nion and a good word to fay of yourfelves; whe are

. ready to fay, that ye have a good meaning, and to think

and fay that ye loved God all your days; and who at beft
content yourfclves with, and fit down on a form of reliv
gion ; who never ftudied to die.to the world, and never
made it your bufine(s in good carneft, to mortif{v] your lufts,
and ro be holy in the inward frame of your foyls : Is this,
think ye, to have your.converfation in beavsn? Would ye
know, then, if ever ye have ftudied Chriftiapity ferioufly 3

“try it by this, vz. whether ye have been heavenly in.

your converfation; for, however ye judg:;of yourfelves,
God will moft certainly judge you according ta. this rile

* and qualification of a Chriftian’; It is both fad and frange

to think, how it comes to pafs, that many of you bear
and bolfter up.yourfelves with a hope of heaven, and pro.
fefs that ye iave no doubt but yoa fhall come thither,

V who yet want and are void of this gualificatiop, -

1 know fuch will be ready to obje#, Who are they thag
come this length 2 To which I fhall only asfewer, That
as I would be very loth to guench any fmoking ﬂﬁ(, o 14
break any bruifed reed (wheteof our Lord and Mafler iy
very tender) or to caft water of difcouragement upon any
the leaft fpark or {punk of fincerity, whesethese is any.
honeft aiming ro walk according to this rule ; fo, lm”
1 dare not byt fay to others, in the firft place, Have ye wal«
Ked under the convi@tion of this as 3 duty incumbent om
R Risbaaseksk : i “yanr
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708 The Neceffity and Fxcellency:
© yop; and have ye ferioufly propofed it to yourfelves s
* your great bufines in the world, ro be fincerely aiming
at, and end:avourinﬁ after this converfation in heaven ¢
Or, have ye not rather had peace (fuch as it was) when
e (aid, your prayers, morning and cvening, tho' ye did
i';or fo much as defign or aim ar this throughout the day ?
‘And can ye with any fhadow of reafon think, ye have at-
tained it or can attain it, who néver ferioufly propofed
this as a rule to yourfelves to walk by, nor never had a
confcience-difquieting challenge for fuch negle@ and ma-
- nifcR fhort-coming ! 2, What labour are ye at, what
pains take ye to profccute fuch a defign and biefled proje&
. as this ? It is one thing to pray, to be abour external du-
ties of religion, and to be a Chrifiian in the letter; and a-
‘nother thing to be in thefe duties after a heavenly manner,
and to be a Chriftian indeed, a Chrifian inwardly and in
#be fpivit, ewhofe praife is not of men, tut of God. Is ig
really your honeft aim, defign and endeavour (whatever
be the atrainment) to be as much heavenly in your conver~
. fation, asit ‘is to be civil and formal, or tp attend the
ourward ordinances ? I fear mBny of you cannot fay, it is,
. What 'weight lies on your fpirits, for your fthort-comin
?n this? Ye will (belike) fay, We are all fhort ;' whic

is a fad truth, for indeed fo we arc: ™ Buyt, are ye really.

weighted and . gricved for your fhorr.coming ‘in this?
Have there been any times taken, to deal purpofely with
the Lord to 'remove the earthly mind, and to help to
heavenlysmindednefs ? Have there been challenges and
any meafure of ferivus heart-exercife, becaufe of the wang
of a heavenly mind ? and that not only fometimes at the
hearing of a fermon, or in time of ficknefs, or when un-

der fome other trouble; but in your more conftanr and ha= . -

'bitual walk ? Is it ane of the great (hinga for which ye
blame and  find fault with yourfelves before God? “And

" tho® yeur outfide and yifible converfarion be blamelefs ;
yet while you look on the camaln;fs and earthlinefs of
our mind, ard on the want of this divine and heavenly
frame of foul, it makes you hang the head, mars your
boldnefs, and (as it were) lays your feathers; "becanfe
do- what ye can, .your- heart will not abide in heaver? If it
Ic thus, 1t is a token for good, and fome ground of peace ;

{

bug



R TR s S I LS

o
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bat O how rare is this? Many of you, belike, ‘have
oftcti overly prayed, Forgive ws owr fins; who never took
with; nor prayed for the pardon of this fin; bur have
lyen down at night, and rifen up in the morning, having
your hearts plunged and puddled in the world, without
once finding heavén in carneft, and yet have never been
challenged for it: O fad fare! .

The 2bird Ufe ferves to reprove and expofiulate for this une
worthy carriage ; for having cither nothing at all, or but
very little ot a converfation in heaven: We take it for
granted, that many of us are far from ir, and thac all of
us are little in it, but very few even of the beft are daily.

. and conftantly converfing in heaven; alas! “is but now

and then, with many fad interruptions. For quickning
this reproof and expoftulation a little, let me propofe thefe -
few Queries to you; and, in the rﬁrjl place, Do ye not
know that the negle@ of this is a fin and the breach of a
command, Be ye followers of me? 2. Is not this an excelw -
lent duty and royal privilege, to be admitted to converfe
in heaven? and therefore the negleé of it muft not only .

.be a fin, but a great fin, even a trampling on the grace of
+ God, a flighting of heaven, and of a moft noble privilege .
. and digoity. 3. Think ye heaven to be of great worth? .

if fo, muft not converfing- in heaven be of much worth 2
will ye never fo much as once go to fee the houfe, whereia .
ye fay ye are to dwell? O how unfuitable a thing is ir, -
that thofe who are but days-men here, fhould fit down and
fettle on the earth, without minding heaven; and be fo
confined within time, as not ferioufly to mind eternity !
4 How can ye come before God with confidence and
boldnefs, who do not endeavour thys to walk with him 2
Can ye fay with holy boldvefs, Owr Fatber which art in
beaven, whofe converfation is not heavenly ? Can ye pray .
for holinefs, and fay thefe words, Tby ewill be done om earth,
as it is done in beaven, who never ftudied to be heavenly
in any duty that ye put hand to? But, 5. and abave all; .
I would ask you, Can ye hope to dic comfortably, nay,
can ye hope to dic in faféty as to your fouls, who know .
not heaven, nor what is there, nor what_is the way to it ?
It gives a man confidence and comfort at death, ‘that he :
hath converfed in heaven in his lifetime : Such a mn’b;th
, N : ut
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buc littlé to do, when he comes to die; he knows the’
mz\e and is notafraid ; hie knows the company, and lengs’
to be with them; he knows the privileges, and longs for”
the fall enjoymient of them: He hath little here, his trea=
fure is-above in heaven, and his- heart, faith, love, and’
hope are: there; his-anchor is caft within the vail, and he
would fain be athore: Sure, this is the Believer’s ‘bath*
duty andprivilege. Do not think, that it is only called
for from fome more than ofdinary Chriftians, and who'
"have nothing clfe to'do : The matter is not fo; it is moft”
certainly a duty, - to which- ye are all called that Have' a-
mdind to land fairl§ ini htaven, when ye come off thé
tronblefom, roffing and tempcftuous fea of this world.
Now theréfote, in the laft room (as the fourth Ufe of
the doffrine) 1 exbort, befeech and obteff, in the name of oy .
Lord Jefus Chtift, allof you that lay any claim tothe
hepe of héaven, that ye'would, and nfore than ever, fludy
to have your. converfation 'iri heaven; O be followers of”
Paul and "of his fellows in this thing : Need . we adduce -
any .morives to prefsthis? Is not'the duty clear? And is
it not a mnft-excelent duty, a moft defirable ‘qualification
of a Chriftian walk? Is not heaven tranfcendently excel-
Ieht 2 Aad is it not excellent to be heavenly-minded, and *
converfant in heavén ? Whetein may we expe@ to prevail -
with you, if not in bringing you to heaven? Whit is'the "
thing thar fhould fwceten the ftudy of holinefs to you'? Is '
it not this; cven that, by having your converfation in
héaven, ye comé thither ? Thofé who' arée now in heaven,
thiok it a great motive; and, if it be not 4 motive to you, .
e will one day curfe yourfelves that ye negleted it:
tidy it therefore in due rime ; this is the way to be free
of ‘the incumbrances of an evil world : There 1sno hazard
of ‘thiseftate its being forfeited or fequeftred, 'there a?re' -
. no pludrings nor quarrerings here, no poverty not pain,
no‘rpany fad gevil ogcurrcn: here.” O what a defirable life -
is it to be above all thofe things ! And indeed, in fo far as
our converfation is heavenly, in fo far ye are above themy
and live the life of angels. T T .
- It is like'ye-will usk, What are the means offteps by "
whick ‘we may win in and afcend to this heavenlinefs of -
eonverfation?. which -is indeed & very fuituble qucﬁi:n:;{' ‘

~
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and would God we were ferious in propofing of it, and
were convinced of the neceflity of it: Howeser, let fich
as would faia be ‘at it, know;.1. That they mu@t be much
mortified and .denied to creature-comforts; therefore, Col.
3. thefe two are oppofed, Seekthofe things which ave above,
Jet your affeBions “om things in -beaven, and not on things of
the earth, 'T'o go both up and- down at once, is impof=-
fible : If ye would be heavenly in your converfation, feck:
to have the world. little and low in your eftimation; to be:
not’ only free from the finful intanglemenits of it, bur to:
be mortified to things lawful. I prefs you not.ta.neglia
gence in your honeft and lawful callings, far leG _to lay:
them afide, but to a heavenly-mindednefs and holy denied=

" nefs in your diligence: Ufe the things of this warld, a3

wot abufing them, as not being taken with them, nor glued:
ta them. The minding of earthly things too much; clogs.
and keeps mens hearts, that they do not mount up to hea=:
ven: Iris impeflible, while the heart is farfeited with the
cares of this life, that it.can thus foar aloft. And theres
fore, 2, Thofe that would be heavenly in their.converfae
tion, muft lay.up their treafure in heavep ; for, where the:
#reafurs is, theve will the beart be alfo, Were ye under-
the deecp and duc convition of the vapity of earthly

-things, and of the excellency of hcaven and -heavenly

things, and laying your reckoning foberly and &rioufly,.
that heaven ye muft.have, it would be much more eafy to:
feréw up your affe@ions to it: As, where mens flock and
treafure is, there is their hear?’;. even (o, were your greag.
ftock and treafure/in heaven, your hedrt ‘would certainly:
be there; your hoEe, your love and -delight would be:
there: But your fecking-after contentment and fatisfaltion.
in carthly vanives, ‘where. it cannot be found; keeps youe:
heart out of heaven.” 3. Be much in the duty of medira-.
tion and contemplation of heavesly things: This: is (as.
At were) the great wheel and firfk mover of the clock, t0.
have the mind heavenly, often.converfing in heaven; and .
often thinking of it, and often recounting the bleffed ad~
vantages, the glorious and great happinefs that are there, .
even till your meditation of God be made feweet, and till
your delight in him, thereby flirred up and firengthned, .
make a heavenly converfation: For. litde fuch medita~.
, tion
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" of holinefs in 411 the parts of it, of holinefs in all manner-
of canverfation, and a heavenly frame aimed ar, and ene”
deavoured in- all duties, and in all the ftepy of our.walk"
and converfation, in order to the keeping in, cherifhing -
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tion makes little heaveniy-mincednefs; and, when the mind.

is not on heaven, fomeérhing that is worfe comes in the"
place. of it. Ye that know the bent and inclination of " |

your own minds to be naturally. downward, and how nas
tively (to fpeak o) it runs on vanities ; and how- difficule

it is to keep it, bur alongft two or three fentences, fixed .

on heavenly things ; and how preternatural a motion it is
as it were) to make it afcend and mount upward, will ea<
ly affent to the truth of this, It isan excellent word

thac David hath, Pfal. 139. When I awake 1 am fiill with |,

thee. 4. We commend this to yon (hinted ac before)
that ye would be much in trading and traffiquing with
heaven; to be often and ferious in prayer, frequently fen-

ding up defires thither, and bringing thence retarns of -

Pprayer 1a great meafures of grace;j catching hold of, and

s 'gn;fping at fomewhat above you, whereby ye may be hel.-
Ppe

up that high and holy hill : It transforms into the fame

image from glory te glory, to ba keeping love to Chrift freth,
. to have hope as an anchor caft within the vail. Ina word,

love to Chrift, and delight in him, being; asa confiderable’
part, 10 alo the refule of holinefs; there muft be a ftudy

and increafing of love to, and delight in him; and often

thinking on that which helps-to it, viz. Let thy will be done’
on eavth, as it is done in beaven ; a word often in the mouths

of many, but little in their hearts. And O how lamen-

~ tably unlike are the pra&ices of many of you toit! We

may indeed bluth and think thame to fpeak, and you may
" think thame to hear of having a converfation in heaven, .
there being fo little of it amongft us: Bur we muft fpeale -
of it, and ye muft hear it fpoken of; fince itis a part;”

and a great part of our dury, and will be a part, .and a.
great part of our reckoning :- And we lay and leave it upén
you from-the Lord, to be ftudied by you Do not think

, that ye fhall ever have your converfation in heaven afier- .
ward, who have not yoyr converfation in heaven here ;-
Many of you that have a fair profcffion of religion, :and -

feem to come near to that barbour of rcft, and yet never

cntes
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© entet into it, are like to a fhip that comes, as it were,

© with pp-fails, very near the port, and is um:xpe&t:dlyz i
Blown back td thie fea again ; whereas ithe beliéver, wha
has his anchor caft on firm and fure ground within the vail,
it enabled to endure toffing, being like a tight thip, that

+ s able to ride out the ftorm, and to ftem the port : Hig
treafure is in heaven, and there is a fare and indiffoluble
knot caft' betwixt heaven, where his treafure is; and his |

- heart. Now, from all this judge, what a mighty prejus
dice it is to bé earthly-minded, and ro flight this walk
with God, and converfation in hedven: And who are they

. that ddre offer or prefume tb come béfore God the righ-
tecus Judge of Heaven and carth, in whofe fight the very

heavens are not pure, to abide his trial, who hdve been -

‘puddling all their days in the world; never once ferioufly

. and fuitably minding a converfation in heaven ? O ‘let the

. confideration of ¢rernal happinefs on the one hand; and of
eternal mifery .on the othér, provoke you, and heceffitate
you all to fidy in'gooed carnelt 2o bave your converfation im ,
beaven. And ye belicvers in Chtift, and children of light

. walk in the light, fuitably to your heavenly Father, ,anC{

. +to the hopé of your heavenly inheritance: O be moré -
conyerfant in heaven, before y¢ come to ir, and where yé

-thallsbe.by dnd By‘for evermore: S

+ A Preparation-Setmon for the Communion;
.. On Ifa. 55. 1, 3, 3. will iaké an ebnlaﬁiui
- Covenaht with jou; cven the fure Mercies of David.

which the gofpel offereth be the moft large, or the

- terms on which they are offered be the moft frée. Thoré
is that, no doubt, in both together, which may inake the
beholder ftay and wonder. Among many excellent offers
of the pofpel, that which is bere, is oné véry full and
free : Would to God we could look on it fuitably. Bur,
alas ! we may fear, that we fhall rather leave the fweet
words with a vail cat over th;l beauty, fplendot and laftré,

73

, T is Bai‘d to conceive or exprefs, whethér the things
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