i [
" of 8 Converfation in Heaves.”  irj

© entet into it, are like to a fhip that comes, as it were,

© with pp-fails, very near the port, and is um:xpe&t:dlyz i
Blown back td thie fea again ; whereas ithe beliéver, wha
has his anchor caft on firm and fure ground within the vail,
it enabled to endure toffing, being like a tight thip, that

+ s able to ride out the ftorm, and to ftem the port : Hig
treafure is in heaven, and there is a fare and indiffoluble
knot caft' betwixt heaven, where his treafure is; and his |

- heart. Now, from all this judge, what a mighty prejus
dice it is to bé earthly-minded, and ro flight this walk
with God, and converfation in hedven: And who are they

. that ddre offer or prefume tb come béfore God the righ-
tecus Judge of Heaven and carth, in whofe fight the very

heavens are not pure, to abide his trial, who hdve been -

‘puddling all their days in the world; never once ferioufly

. and fuitably minding a converfation in heaven ? O ‘let the

. confideration of ¢rernal happinefs on the one hand; and of
eternal mifery .on the othér, provoke you, and heceffitate
you all to fidy in'gooed carnelt 2o bave your converfation im ,
beaven. And ye belicvers in Chtift, and children of light

. walk in the light, fuitably to your heavenly Father, ,anC{

. +to the hopé of your heavenly inheritance: O be moré -
conyerfant in heaven, before y¢ come to ir, and where yé

-thallsbe.by dnd By‘for evermore: S

+ A Preparation-Setmon for the Communion;
.. On Ifa. 55. 1, 3, 3. will iaké an ebnlaﬁiui
- Covenaht with jou; cven the fure Mercies of David.

which the gofpel offereth be the moft large, or the

- terms on which they are offered be the moft frée. Thoré
is that, no doubt, in both together, which may inake the
beholder ftay and wonder. Among many excellent offers
of the pofpel, that which is bere, is oné véry full and
free : Would to God we could look on it fuitably. Bur,
alas ! we may fear, that we fhall rather leave the fweet
words with a vail cat over th;l beauty, fplendot and laftré,

73

, T is Bai‘d to conceive or exprefs, whethér the things
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of them, than lay them forth and unfold them as we cughts |-
and as they call for; we would therefore laok to himielf:
- whofe words they are, and ‘befeech him to explain and
maké them out to us, \ » -

Tha this text fpeaks of the gofpel, of the times of the
ofpel, and of gofpel-mercics, we take for granted, and.
ave good reafon to do Ip, as on other accouants, fo from.

A&s 13. 34. which clearly holds out to us, that thefe
romifes are not to be underftood ef temporal things s
he 5tb werfe withal telling us, that, the offer of this grace

promifed fhall be made to the nations, , o

We may take up the words in thefe four ; or, therc is

here a gofpel-cried fair or market fet out in four things =

. 1. In'the wares, wize and milk, that wbhich [atisfies, and is

good, and fatnefs, v. 2. Soul, life, and the fuxe mercies of

- David, v.3. Thefe are the wares, which do all come

_to the fame amount. If ye would know what that is, ye
may confider David two ways, onc is properly and per- |
fonally, as hic is the fon of Feffe and kibg of [frael; it is
the covenant which was made with hins, a main arti
whereof was, that out of bis loins theye fhowld One fprisg,
who fboxld fit upon bis thyone for ever ; and thus the fure mer=

< cits of David, are Chrift and his benefits : The other way
that ye would ook on David is, as he was a type of Chrift

- the Knﬁty and principal Covenanter or confederating .

Party with God; snd fo in cffe@ it turns to the fame

thing, only this latter way is more clear : So then, we
look on David here, as it s not unufual for the fcriptures |
to hold him forth, viz. as a type of Jefus Chrift ; énd in-
deed. the words following do abundantly clear ir: For

David, perfonally confidered, was now long fince dead

and gone, and was not the Hitnefs -nor the Leader of the
people,; therefore it muft needs be Jefus Chrift. that here
is méant, mainly and principally at leaft; as is very clear,

A&s 13.34.. Chrift then being looked on as heré under-

ftood, the fure mercies of David are the fure mercies coe
. -venanted- and bargained (to fpeak fo0).to Chrift before the
world was ; and it plainly implies, that there was a coves
nant or bargaif betwixt the Father and the Son about the
ele& before the beginning of the world, whereof, as-o
- the beacfits therein covenanted to the Mcdiator, the gofi

: ;o per
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Kcl maketh an affignation ro believers in time. - 2. We

ave the chapman (to fay fo) or. the merchant to whom
the waresare offered ; it is he that Mirfls, he thar wants
and would have : And if apy ferious poor fouls thonld
think; that they are not fuitably fenfible of their wants;
thea, faith the Lotd, Let him that bath na-mongy come 3
that is, plain dyvours (as we fpeak) or bankrupts thae

< have uothing. 3. We have the term, on which all are of=

fered to fale, and they indeed fuit wondroufly wel withi
the merchant ; Come (faith the Lord) buy withint money,
and without price, bear and yosr foul foall live, and I will ~

- hfKe av everlafling covenant with you : There is (to fpeak
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fo with reverence) not a purfc épened in, nor a penny paid
for the affignation of this bargaia ; tho’ by Chinift’s fatif=,
faltion there was a very great, a very coftly and dear
price paid: When Chrift came to buy and make a pur-

* chafe of all thefe mescies for the cle@, the market was

very high, and the prices were up; bur, when believers -
comc by the éovenant of grace to receive them; the mar- -
ket is come down, and the prices are fallen wonderfully
Jow ; that which flood him very dear, isto be had by
them gratis, very freely, even for nothing: "Tis good °
thar Chirift was at the market before us, he hath. cheap~
ned the prices admirably. And, Ie@ any fhould thinky
that tho” there bé no merit, yet fomething muft -be to’
mollify thie Seller, and to commend the merchant to him ;
itis taid, Let hims come awsthout money and withgut price 5
without .money or mouey-worth ; he that hath no coms’

» mending  qualification, is bid come. 4. We have the

proclimation of this market : As -grace hath choice
wares; and fets them out very frecly to fale, fo it keeps
them. not clofe fhur up, bat brings them forth to publick
view, and to every one, Ho, come to the waters : It invitethy

 all to come (as it were) to the fhore, as if fome flect were
:¢ome io with rare and rich commodities, for which men'
: Were to pay nothing ; the proclamation s, Conte, asd buy
- without money. And, becaufe grace will not cafily take &
- nayfay, there is Obo, an oyes prefixed ; Ho, comé and buy,

- notwithftanding all this, there is an expoftulation a

-

But, becaufe there is dulnefs and flowne(s on our pares
i o o addedy

G 2 Whetefore fpend ye your money for shat which is rof
AR Hz T bready
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bread, and your labour for thal which [atisfieth not? The
affigoation of the bargain, and the offer of the wares, ate
again urged ; Come, and I will ‘make an everldfling cove-
mant with you. And, to let us know that this is fure, he
fubjoins, v. 4. [ bave given bim for a Witnefs and Leader
#0 thé people ; that all who are fenfible of their own ina-
bility to come, may be heartned to it,.in hope of his
help to enable them, ‘

We fhall only, o fhort, obferve thefe 'teo points of
doétrine feom the words; The firft whereof is, That there

“is a moft gracious and mevciful tranfa&lion betwixt the Father
" and the Som, for the good and falvation of poor .fouls, evem of

all the eleé, paft before the eworld ewas. There are fure
"smercies bargained to David ; for they aré firft his : "This is
clear from that part of the words, Even the fure mercies
of David. The fecond is, That all thofe mercies are put t
Jale in the gofpel 1o (dyvour) bankvupt firmers, upon exceeding
eafy, low and condefcending terms. .

The firt do&rine is implied; viz. That the covenant of
vedemption; wherein there eweve fo many given to Chrifty whofe
price be wundertook to pay, is festled and efablifbed ; according
to that, Fobm 6. 39. Tkis is the Fatber's will, that of all
de bath given me, I fbould Iofe notbing, but (bould raife it up

- again at the laft day. ‘The fecond Jooks to the adminiftra-

tion of this covenant, by the covenant of grace in the
gofpel ; according to v. 40, Awd this is the awill of bim that
Jent me, that every ome that feeth the Som, and believeth om
bim, may bave everlafling life, and I will vaife bim up - at
the laf. day : So that, what is laid on the Son, @. 39. as
the condition of this covgnant, isin the 40 v, made offer of
to believers by the gofpel. "

The fickk doétrine hath two branches ; ‘The firft where-
of is, That there was a tranfallion concerning the [alvation
of loft finmers, beswixt the Fatber and the Som, before the

. world was: A covenant made with David, beforeut is or

«an be declared and preached in the gofpel; the terms:
whereof were refolved on, and all the atricles of it agreed
vpon; the Father propofing, dnd the Son accepting the
bargain from cternity : As is clear, Pfal. 40.76, 7. where,
when it is, as it were, confulted  what" fhall be the price

of redemption, it isnot facrifices hor burst-offering: ; bu;’, d;

\
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1 <body baft thou prepared me : Bebpld, | come, in tbe volume of -
v #by book 1t ik written'of me, [ delight to do thy will, O my
God 1 which is exprefly applicd to Chrift, Heb. 10. 7. "This

is cafily cleared from the confideration of the Parties con- |
tra&ing, and of the euds for which this covenant was un-

dertaken, and of the effe@s that follow upon it

The fecond branch of the do&rine is, Tbat this as to
foners is a moft gracious and mevciful, a moft kind loving
s and lovely traufallion, exceedingly for the beboof and advan-
w  tage of finners. There are fowr words in the text, whith
i held our this; 1. The nature of this covenant is mercy,
all the articles of it favour firong of mercy to finners;
they are exempted, tho’ Chrift came under fore ftrokes :
‘Whether we confider this covenant as exa&ing of Chrift,
or promifing to Chrift, it is always for finners behoof,
+ Itis a covenant of miercies, of, many various mercies: So,
v 2 Sam, 23, §. it is faid to be az everlafling covenant, orde-

ved in all things and fure ; and, 2 Pet. 1. 4. it is faid, A=

s cprding ay bis divine pocwer bath given unto us all things that, .
pestain to life and godlinefs : Mercics of juftification, par~

don-of f(in, fan&ification in all its gradual advances, of
i fellowthip with God, of grace and glory, even of cvery

good thing, or good things of all forts. 3, Icis ver ﬁra-

- cious and merciful in refpe of the excellent kind of thefe
mercies ; they are not common mercies, but mercies of
David, beftowed upon his Anointed: Chrift is furnithed
and filled with them, that out of bis fulpe[i we may ve=
seive, and grace for grace; even grace in a good ‘meafure.
4 They are ftable mercies, not Heeting and quickly gone,
., not a.glance of mercy which evanifheth; the, covenant is
- everlafting, and the mercies arc_the fure mercies of David..
. If we mighe particplarly go through all the parts of this
. covenant, mercy will be found fweetly loaking out in every
article, claufe and circumftance of 1t. Look, 1£, More

. generally, to the whole of it; "tis all loving-kindnefles and
. mercies to finners: Look to Chrift’s (ufferings and death,
O what mercy fhines confpicuoufly there ! To his qualifi-
cations for the difcharge of all his offices; to his anoin-
‘ting with the Spirit without meafure, there is great mercy
there; toall the promifes made to him, fuch as thefe, He
pall [ee bis feed ; the pleafure of the Lord faN profper im bis
PR Y T bgnd
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pand ;. by bis knowledge fball be juflify many ; ke fball bave
a willing people, eternally to reign with him, &°%. Are not

" - thefe loud-fpeaking mercies 7 The grace and wifdom

that is on the Father’s fide, and the grace and love that is
on the Son’s fide, are all for the behoof and good of fin-
pers; ‘risall wonderfully behooftul : Is it not great mercy-
to you believers, that you were minded in this bargain 2
The Lord Chrift, as God, neither needed nor was capable
of any .acceflion of grace ; he took the relation of our’
‘Redeemer and Mediator, and as fuch, in the human na=
tare, was filled with grace and bowels of mercy and com-
flion, that grace and mercy might look through that re-
ation to us. 2dly, And more particularly, loock te the
rife of it : It bred in God’s own bofom (to fpeak fo) Fobm -
3. 16. God fo loved the world, that be gave bis only begotten -
Son, that whofoever fbould believe on bim, might wot perifp, but
bave everlafling life : And the Son laid down his life out
of pure love; there was no neceffity on him to do fo, but
what he voluatarily came under; there was no motive
from us to it, nor. had he any advifer to it, 3dly, Look
to the manner of his undertaking : It was very readily,
. gheertully, and with ardent, veh¢mently ardent love ; fo
that we may fay of it, as of that chariot mentioned, Cant,.
3. 10. It is made of and gwed with love, for the daxgkters
of Ferufaiem. The ele& being under the curfe, Chrit
put of meré love undertakes to fatisty jultice for them:
Sacrifices will not do it, rivers of il will not do it, the
firft-born of tbe body will not do it, nor farisfy for the fin
of tbe foul ; what will do it then ? Grace fuggefls, that
the Son' fhall become man, and do ir’; and the Son faich
Lo, Icome: O what love;and mercy are here ! 4tbly, Look
to the contrivance of it, and there ye will find much grace
and mercy; that it is made with a Mediator, and with g
Mediator that is a Surety ; that the ftock is beftowed on
him, and put -under his cuftody ; that the promifes are.
made to him, and the price exalted from himfelf. ekl
Look' to the manner of executing it: What love, grace
and mercy fhines forth in the Father, in raking vengeance
Jon his on{y begorten Son for us ? What love in the Son, in
yiclding to take it on, and in his leaving his manifeftarive
F!ary for atime, that he might undergo the curfe, andhip

~
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“his doing all this with delight? 6tbly, Look to the con-.

firmations of this covenant; The oath of God on the Fa~

ther’s fide, the death of the Mediator on the Son’s fide; -

and he hath frecly bequeathed it as a confirmed teftament
and legacy to us believers, and hath inftituted facraments,

to be feals thereof. O what mercy upon mercy ! y¢bly, |

Confider the effe@s of ir: It runs in the fweet ftreams of

grace, into the vaft gulf and ocean of glory ; wonderful

mercy ! 8thly, Look to the Parties confederating and co-
venanting : The Father, Son, and Spirit, all are here

“and 'tis grace and mercy that they covenant, 2. Who are
the Contrivers of it ? Are nér even they in their dc?

wifdom, and in their exuberant, fuperabundant and infi-
nite grace and mercy? 3. What is the end of it? Eyen
sbe pralfe of the glory of bis grace, Eph, 1. §. Grace

bringing forth and manifeftly fhewing here its great mafter. -

piece. 4. As infinite wifdom and leve contrive, fo infi
nite power exccutes it: And when all thefe concur- in this
hargain, when the infinitely wife God, all the Perfons of the
moft glorious, dreadful and adorable T'rinity (as it were) fet
themfelves' to fet forth the glory of free grace, to make

* angels and faints behold and admire in it infinite wifdom

and incomprehenfible love ; what a rare picce muft it
needs be! And this is the end of it, as is clear, £pb, 3. 9,
10. That all men might fee what is the fellowfbip of thig
myfery, which from the. beginning of the world bad been bid
in God, who.created all things by Fefus Ghrif + To the intens
shat wow wwti the princiga‘lt‘tm and pogers in the beavenly
p)ag::t might be knowon by the Church the. manifold aifdont

- The fecond do&rine is, Fhat this good and gracions bar-
gain, that is paft besavixt the Fatber and tbe Son, wbich is
awbolly mevcy, is brought to the market, and expofed to fale, on
exceeding eafy .and condefcending terms, and that to bankrupt
fimners. - What proclaims the Lord here? even this; E
will give you the fure marcies of David: That which I
and my Son have gcarved our for the glory of grace, and

for a proof of the riches of my bounty, T will make all

over to you freely. Hence, Epb. 3. 8. it is called, thé
wnfearchable viches of Chrift; fo that, whatever Chrift hath
38 Mediator, it is holden fl)rth here,: that out of bis fulwefs

\
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ave M4y vecewye grace for grace, a propo“ioh of all the
race that is in him. - . .

In profccyting this point, we fhall thew, 1. More par-"

ticularly, what this bargain is, that is put to the fale.
2. Who the merchant is. 3. What are the terms on which,

and how'it is made, 4. What is the manner bow the gof- -

pel puts home this bargain, and lags Chrift and his ful-
nefs forth upon fands in the -market-place, as it were (tq
fpeak thus with reverepce of this divine myfery) that
there may be free accefs to whofoever will come and buy
thefe rare and rich wares and commodities.

. As for the firf, That ye may know what the basgain is,
and what is.1n your offer in this day of the gofpcl, take
it in thefe few particulars; 1. All that ever any believer
ip the world had, is put to fale here: If any believer
- ever had fair priyileges, fure it was Dapid; if cver any

bad a merciful bargain, he had it, And fuch is this co.
yenant; juftification, adoption, peace with God, grace
and glory ; all thefe marrowy, material, mafly and effen-
tial bleflings that David had: It was not another Chrift,
nor another heaven, nor anather covenant of grace that he:
bhad, but the fame that is-here. 2. Confider it further,
and we will find it tq be al| that is made over to our Lerd

Jefus'Chrift : If he had a good bargain, the Spirit with-.

out meafure, fulnefs of truth and grace, great glory and
. honour, being advanced to the right hand of the Father;

the fame is believers their bargain proportionally, a due
and juft proportion being kept betwixt the Head and the
members, Fobn 1. 16. Of bis fulnefs baye we all veceived, and

grace for grace : Itis not another, but the fame grace that.

our Lord Jefug hath; yea, ir is not apother glory they
sre advanced to, no other fable they are fer down to, no
other throne they are fet on; but the fame glary, table, and:
throne; It is to bekold bis glory, to fit at bis table, to fit
eith bim om bis throwe, John 17. 22, 24. Luke 22. 30. Rev,
3-31. . In a word, there are nof two covenants of re-
demption betwixt Jehovah and the . Mediator, onc for
himfelf, apd another for the ¢leé; bug it is one and the
fame covenant for both, tho’ with many vaftly different
refpe&ive confliderations and circum@tances. 3. Look tq
ghe wares and commoditics (to fpeak fo) that are cxpofed
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‘ Or, Grace’s Market is for the Moneylefs. 121
to fale in the gofpel: They are not only the promifes
made to Chrift, bur Jefus Chrift himfelf is brought forth
to the market; he is the great Promife, and far beyond
all the other pramifes made in and the graces given by
the covenant; I bave given bim (faith the Lord, v. 4.)
for a Witnefs and Leader to the pesple. He is the great
. Gift of God, that Gift of gilts, being the Fatber's Fellow ;
Nothing in heaven or earrh, no perfon, man or angel,
can by far, very far, infinitcly far, equal him: To whom
can you liken or compare him? To ws (fuith the propher
Yaiab, Chap. 9.) a Cbild is born, to. us a Son is given, and
the goversment [ball be upow bis [boulders, and bis Name
Pall be caljed Wonderful, Counfeller, the Mighty God, the
Everlafiing Fatber, the Prince of Peace: This is David's
moft fubftantial mafly mercy. He is called Worderful, be-
caufe there is no poffibility for creatares adequately to
conceive, or. with exaét fuitablenefs to exprefs what his
name is, or what 'is comprehended within his mame,
4. Look on Chrift as Mediator, as God-Man, Immaru:l,
God with us: There is put to the marker (to. fpeak fo
with reverence) God himfelf; for thus the covenant is ex-
pounded and fum’d, as frequently elfewhere in the fcrip-
ture, fo particularly, 2 Cor. 6. 16, I il betheir God ; and
Rev,- 21. 17. He that overcoineth fball inberit all things, and
I «vill be bis God, Now, confider all thefe in a conjun-
&ion, - viz. What all believers have; what Chrift hath,
and Chrift himfelf; what God hath, and God himfelf:.
© whar an incomprehenfibly rich and rare, great and -
glorious bargain'is this! And yet all is by the gofpel
brought forth, laid before the hearers of it, and made of-
fer of to them, on moft cafy and wonderfully condefcend-
ing terms. May we briefly and in a few words fum up what
isin it? (1.) All things that may make up believers their
peace with God, and remove the quarrel. (2.) All things:
pertaining to, or ncedful for life and goldinefs; as itis, 2.Pet.
1. 4. (3.) All things that belong to the comfort and confola-
tion of believers, even frong confolation, as it is called, Heb.
¢.18. Thereis no want fo great, but there is a fopply
‘for it here; no cafe fo fad, bur there is a comfort for
it here; there is not any thing that looks like a crack
pr unccrzainty, but therg 1s fufficient fecurity for it here,’
: o : in
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in this covenant, (in this moft full and wonderfully welk

ordered copenant in all things and vevy fure) to' all who are
fled to Chrift for refuge. (4.) There is in it what is
needful and requifite to full farisfation, ro the f,lace, de-
light, joy and complcat happine(s of the perfons that
cordially clofe with it : So that a foul can crave na more,
por ‘with for more; it is even all their defire, as David

faith of it,'2 Sam. 23. 5. "Tis menfara voti, nay, witra -

“mnenfuram woti ; it never erftred into man’s heart to conceive,
much lefs to defire it. It makes the foul fay, as it is,
Ffal. 33. 25. Whom bave I in beaven but thee? theve ig
wone on cdrth ewkors 1defive befides thee. It hath all things
init; asitis, Rev, 21. 7, He that wercomab‘bali inberit
@ll things : For if God and Chrift, grace ana meri‘:z be
In it, is there any thing amiffing ? or can there poflibly
be any thing wanting in it2 May I not very confidently
ask you, Isit not a good bargain? It the. Father, Son
and Holy Spirir, grace, heaven and glory be.a good
bargain; chis is then moft certainly a good bargain, a
wonderfully good, matchlefs, and none-fuch bargain: And
is not this gofpel, whereby all thefe great things are

brought to the market, good news? Take heed then that

ye receive not this grace in vain, that thefe wares, wosthy
of all poffible intertainment and welcome, ftand not before
you unbought ; I fay again, take heed that ye receive nat.
all this grace in vain, that thefe precions and coftly wares
go not from the marker unbought up. ‘
Secondly, Who are the chapmen or merchants ? You
would have rcadily thought that fuch wares would have re-
quired mighty monarchs, great ftatefmen, learned - phi-
lofophers, or 'holy kings,, prophets, apoftles and great
men; .and yet the proclamation is (for grace cometh ordi-
_ warily in the lower way) Ho, every ome that thirfis, and bg
#bat bath no money : Thefe arc the merchants who are meet
for this rich ware. Are there any that want what may:
make them bappy, and would fain have? are there any

ghat have sheir peace to make with. God? any that have

ot their intereft clear and made fure ? any that aré wreft-
ing with a ‘body of death, and groaning under it 2 any
fhat fain would have fin pardoned and fubdued ? any that.
would bave grace, hegven and glory, and haye nothing
: ) ' v : 9
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to givé fi)r all thefe or any of them, and who have fpent
many years labour in vain and to no purpofe, to come by

‘them ? "T'is to you, even to you, that all thefe rich wares

and rare commodities are in a fpecial manner offered in this
cried-fair of grace. And, to clear thisa little, I fuppofe
there are none of you but you are fome way under one -

“of thefe three, tho' the external call and offer coimes jndif-

feretly to you all: Ye are either, 1. Senflefs and fecure ;
and to you the gofpel fays, How long, ye fools, will ye lovs
[Fmplicity ¢ and, How long will ye fleep, O fluggards? As
there is a challenge and regret here, fo there is a condi-
tional offer madc to you, in as far as it is here implied,
that the offer is made to them whobave wo bread, and have .
been beflowing their Labour onm that which fatisfies wot ; glut-
ting themfelves with the world, or wrapping themfelves
up in the groundlefs conceit of their own righteoufnefs :
To fuch it faich, Hyw long will ye [pend your labour for that
abich is not bread? Or, 2. Ye arc fome way atfeéted with
fin, lying under convilions, ftinged, fome way burnt up,
and confumed with the apprehcnlﬁms of the'wrath and ter~
rors of God: The word which this offer hath to fuch, is
the very firft in the proclamation, Ho, every one that thirfis,
come, And as we expoftulared with the firft fort, wiz,
fenflefs, fecure, unconcerned, proud and conceity ftanders-
aloof, o we bid you carneftly come: And if ye fhall fay,
your, convi€tion hath no edge with ir, .it is not deep e-
nough; we anfwer, Let bim that batb %o money, come : 1€
yec bave quite given over all hope of your prayers, and
pther performances, as to making your peace with God
by them, and have in that refpeét utterly renounced your
own righteoufnefs, and fo bave mo money, po price ; tho' ye
be not pinched and pricked st the heart under the fenfe
of fin and deferved " wrath, as ye would; yer ceme, Q
come. Or, 3. Ye arc fuch as have taken with your fin
and loft ftate, and arc in fome meafure, tho’ but faintly
(ac leaft o your own apprehenfion) firring towards Chrift,
and would fain be at him: Up; for to you the offer moft
kindly fays, Hear, and your géxls all live; eat, and be
fatisfed. The wares are not brought forth and laid before
Yyou, that ye thould only (o fay fo) block or chespen,
and ask the price; buc alfo, and mainly, that ye fhould
R ' © buy
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buy, eat and feed on them: The gofpel doth not, as i
were, fo much offer to make with you a bargain, as it of-
fers you the bencfit of a bargain aiready made, viz. with'
Chrift. And thus thefe tbree take in every perfon that
wants, and ds not (it may be) fo fenfible of 1t, and every
one that wants and would have.
, Forsthe third, viz, the terms on which the clofing of
the bargain depends: They are holden forth in four words
in_the rext, with two qualifications, which make up the
terms. The firft word is, Come; ‘and that fuppofeth
peoples leaving of their prefent fanding: place and pofture,
and their moving towards_ the market-place where the
rich ware is expofed to fale. The fecond word is, Bwy;
which imports a price put on the market-war'e, a valuing
of ir, and a fort of treating to ‘make it ours. The thirs
word is, Hearken, incline the ear, to wit, to God, and to
bis word, to believe and reccive ity wid your fouls fball
live. ‘And the fourth word is, I will make an everlafling
" covenant with you; which implies an engagement by cove-

vant to the Lord, after hearing and incﬁﬁing the car to
his word, a ftriking of hands, and clofing with the bargain,
Add to thefe the qualifications, viz. Coming, buying, ftrik-
ing hands (as it were) and clofing rhe barghin, and that withe
out offering money or price, money or money-worth, wirhout
offering or giving any thing lefs or more in compenfation,
- Fosrtbly, Let us fee how the gofpel puts all this to the
market.; fothat, ‘where it comes, thofe that are called’

muft cither clofe the bargain, or it will be their own faul, *

1. It proclaims the fair (as it were) to all round about,
“that there are fuch wares to be had, and atfucha price;
the rareft and richeft wares and commodiries, and ar the
cheapeft rates that ever the world heard tell of. ‘2. Jt dath
not only proclaim, but invite, and double the idvitation
to come. 3. It nor only invites, but puts the invitation fo
- home, that people muft either make the price. (t0 fay fo,
- gho’ it-may be foon made, there being in effe& no price)
and buy, or refufe the bargain: If they will nor be at the
pains to come in to the fhop, as it were, it brings forth
the wares and lays them down in thé market-place, ard -
{as it were) one fands in the ftreet, and cries, Come,
buy, come and cnter the covenant freely :- And this it dot:h‘

v

+
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by-a frank offer, by earncft and perfwafive inviting, and
by the caly conditions that it propofeth the bargain on.
Tt fands'in a manner with arms firetched out, ready to
receive all comers very freely, whatever their poverty,

wants and neceflities be ; it craves no ‘more but that we .

willingly take what he offers to put in our hand : Tbe
vighteoufnefs of, faith Jaith rot, Who fball afcend to beaven 2
or who Ball defcend to the depth ? “There is nothing now to be
fuftered, nor to be purchafed by any more fufering; But
_#be eword is mear thee, in thy beart, and in tby mouth: It Liys
the. ware at our very door (as it were) fo rhat we have no
more to do, but to ftoop down and rake it up; but hearti=
ly to fay the word, and iris a bargain, , . ,
Now, for application:- May we not refume, and fay,
thac there is a good and excellent bargain to be had in the
gofpel. and on véry gnod and eafy terms ? *Tis a market-
ay, and inﬂccd it were a_pity that fuch wares fhould be
brought to the market, and that few or none thould buy ;
that Chrift thould (to fpeak fo) opeb his pack, and fell no
wares. Therefore let me (ay a few words to you for per-
fwadiog you readily and prefently to embrace the offer of
this richeft bargain. And, in the I{P place, We pray you
belicve this truth: Alas! there is little or no faith given
to it; fouls come ftraitned, pot throughly believing that
God is putting Chrift, grace afid glory, heaven and hap-
pinefs and all to fale: Thefe are days of the Son of man, in

a fpecial manner, wherein Chrift's flect (to fpeak fo with

reverence) is come home, the thopsare now well furnithed
with rich commodities, all his flands are fet out and full of
grace. 2dly, Wonder that Goad hath condefcended to make
offer of fuch a bargain to us; that that which coft Chrift
fo very dear, is offered fo cxceeding cheap to us. 3dby,
We exhort and obteft you, that, while thefe choiceft wares
are fet to fale, yereceive not this offer in vain. Are there
any merchants here for fuch wares? Here is the marker,
the wares are good and fufficient, and the terms very cafy,
. and the price wot'ndrouféy;l low, even fo low, that it comes
to no mowey, wo price: Can ye poflibly with a bertet bar-
gain, or more cafy terms? Arc there any chapmen that
want money, any that are thirfly, then come; yea, bethe
frame and difpofition of your heast what it may be, it
. . co o ' . you

i
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you would have it righted, come; thére is here that
. which will make you rich and happy here and hereafter.
Are there none of you that will ferioufly ask, what the
Lord will fay, what Chrift will take (as it were) for thefe

wares, or what are his terms, with a fingere refolurion ro

take them on thefc very terms? Will ye not be prevailéd
-with to make experimental trial, what it is to have Chrift
made of God to you wifdom, vighteoufnefs, far&ification and
redenption ? Are there none among you all that have fins
to be pardoned, wants to be fuppﬁcd, ftrong and ftirring
corruptions to be fubdued and mortified ? Is it pofible
thac fo many arc come hither for the fathion ? Are there
none living at diftance from God, nor under his curk
treally or to their own apptehenfion, that would have the
diftance and curfe removed 7 Are there rio weak graces to
be ftrengthned ? If there be any (uch merchants, that have
a-mind and heart to the wares; I fay to them from the
Lord, as his herald, Ho, every ome that thirfi, and be
that batb ne movey, come. This is the fcope of the gofpel,

and the preparation for Chrift, and alfo for the commus< -

nion, tha .it calleth for from poor fouls, that would fain
clofe the bargain, and fet their feal to ir, and would have

God’s fea] fet to it to-morrow, by raking the facrament,

Speak, what fay ye ? Pofe and put your hearts to ir; to de<

- clare if they be indeed willing and well content to maké

and hold the bargain on his own terms; if they be fo,
(as there is all the reafon in the world rhey fhoald) Ehéni
I (ay, ye have a good bargain: I fay again, Speak, pofc
your hearts, if ye will make and hold the bargain on thefe
terms or not. . ) ’

/" There are thefe things that do fingularly commend thig

bargain. (1.) The excellency of it. Ye will go through
all the' markéts in the world, ere ye get fuch rich mercies,
of fo rare a kind, fo fure and fo cheap: Ye would, be-
like, think much to have fo much land, gold or money;,
but what ave thofe to this bargain? Thofe will evanith
and turn to athes, when this will endure and abide with.

. you for ever': Whart are ye doing? who are like {o many .

horfe-leeches, fusking up, and glutting yourfelves with

the world, - or living fecurely and carelefly, or patching -

up your own rightcoufiefy ; is there any of - thofe barg;i;s‘
' : ' O

1
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Yike this 2 'We -appeal to {our own confcidnees, and no-
thing doubt but. they will one day bear witnefs againft
you, that ;yc heard of fuch a bargain and had it in your
offer, and yet wilfully refufed to aceept of it. (2.) Is
there any bargdin more fuitable for- you who have yout

ace to make with God, for you who have corruption

" lively in you, than to have a King, Captain and Conque-

ror to bring it dewn, and to trample on it, after he hath
as a Pricft reconciled you to God ? Is there any more -
fuitable bargain for you who have your own pinches and
firaits, and your' comforts at a very low ebb; for you
‘who have wants which caonot be numbred, and who can-
not of yourfelves command one ftayed fpiritaal thought 2-
If- ye were perfe&tly righteous, and fairly landed “1n e-
ternity, ye might poffibly think the lefs of it (tho’ cven
glorified faints put a great value on it, and glorions angels
admire it) but, that finners dwelling on carth in cotrages .
of clay, whofe habitation is in the duft, fhould think lit- .
tle of it, ‘tis firange, and even flupendious: Is there, or
‘can there be a more fuirable b?argain for you that want
money 7. Is it not exaltly calculated for your cafe, and
fhapen out for you, fo as in every thing it may.meet
with your wants, -difficulties and obje@ions? (3.) Arenot.
the terms moft reafonable ? No great thing is fought for
from you ; if a lordfhip or a kingdom were offered to a
‘poor man for a peny, that hath no money at all, it would
Aignify npothing at all to him; but, behold, here peace
and pardon, grace and glory, even all good things are
offered to you freely. (4.) Is not yaur neceflity fuch,

-that ye cannot be well without it? For, tho’ ye fhould

fpend yoyr mouey, . and beftow much Jabour, and even

" ‘wear out your very eyes with weeping, and your hearrs

with grief and forrow, if ye take not this courfe, all
will only have this métto written thereon, Vanity of vani-
ties, all is bat vanity and vexation of fpiri¢ : Wheo ye coms |
to feed on it, ye will find it to be ‘but wind, If peace

with God, if God and Chrift, if grace and glory be ne-
ceflary, then this bargain is neceffary ; but if ye will con-
tinue lazy, indifferent, lukewarm and unconcerned in the .

~ macter, ye fhall find that ye have fitten in your own light

gteatly, and fuffered the opportanity of the’markea o
g / . ft 4
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flip, which ye will ncver poffibly recover : And thereforé;
for the Lord’s fake, let ncither legal weeping, carnal
fear or forrow, hypocrify, felf-conceit, nor mittakes of
Chrift and of frec grace, divert you from making this
bargain ; but feck grace, come aver thefe and all other
obftru&tions, and, while the market lafts,' Come and buy
@ithout money and without price. It is hard to kuow how
lor:*g your day fhall laft: There are many country«fides
and cities, in the ftrects whereof thefe packs (to fay 16)
of rich wares were opened up, laid. forth and expofed o
fale, that now for many years, yea for. feveral ages, have
not heard of them, nor the gofpel preached ; What (at
leaft in purity and power) ispow in Ferufalem, and in the
feven famous Churches of 4fia, but the wice of terror,
and, as it were, the fcreaking of owls ? And, fceing God
is not flack, as men count flackmefs ; what know ye, when
the kingdom of God may be taken from you, and given
to others; and when he will cry (to-fpeak fo) Pack and
go ? Every day is not a market-day, every Lord’s day is
not a communion day: Many congregations in Jreland
. and c]fewhere have fadly found this, wherein it hath come
to pafs, that great fcarcity and want aré come where
there was once great plenty. And, to prefs this a litce
farther, we may, in the 1# place, Ask, Whereat it fticks
" and halts? I tell you, that there cither muft be.a bargain,
or it muft (and will fometime) be known where the blame
Jies: Were it but the bare reading of thefc very words,
they bring the invitation and offer to you; and will ye
dare to caft at the’ wares, or the terms. on which they are
. offered ? Grace brings a good bargain to you, and ftoops
very low with it. For, 1. It will not_fland with you on
. bygones, if now you deal honettly; Tbe fure mercies of
David will cover and blot out thofe. And . if any of you
think thar ye have much debt on your head, as who hath
not ? it will not upbraid you; Tke iniguity.of Facoh fball
be fought for, and jball not be found i There thall be, as it
were, fcores drawn through them, your accounts fhall be
all dathed out by free grace’s pen. ' This is a cried fair and
proclaimed market of free grace, from which no honeft
comer fhall be fecluded, thruit back or fent away empty';
for heré an empty purfe nceds not make a blate or bal}_:i
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ful merchant. 2. Grace ftands not precitely on tore-pre~
parations (where fouls honeftly and fincercly come) as

that ye have not been ‘fo and fo humbled, and have not - -

- fuch.and fuch previous qualifications, as ye would be at:
- . Nay, fomeway it excludes thefe, as offering to’ bring
money and fome price, which would quite fpoil the nature-
of the market of free grace ; nay yér, I fay furcher, if it
were poffible that a foul would come withour fenfe of fin,
grace would embrace it ; fenfe of fin being no condition

.~ of the covenant, buta phyfical (ro fpcak fo) qualification

of the covenanter, and grace is free to them that want it
And let it-be fuppofed to be in a perion void of grace,
and fill in unrenewed black nature, °tis there bur a
fplendid fin, as thofe thadows of moral virtues in all
mérely tatural menare; grace can, at the inftanr of coming,
create qualifications. There -could readily be no qualifica-
tions in Zaccheus when he was.on the tree ; yer Chrift
tells him, Salvation this day is come to tby houfe. 3. Grace
ftands not on the wancof any effcét of faith, where ir calls
_to believing ; It will not fland on darknefs of interct, -
. por on want of progrefsin fin&ificatian, nor on things
being out of order ; for, where it comes, it puts things
in order. Ir will be no relevant exceprion fora perfon -
that harh not clofed with the bargain, and hath not em-
braced Chrift, to fay, Alas! [ bave no love to Gody to the
godly, and to’ bis intereft : Becaufe grace’ can fay, Thoa
haft not clofed ‘with Chrift, and fo canft not have the ef-
fe& before the caufe. Come and clofe, and thefe and -
other effe@s fhall follow. 4. It ftands not on degrees of
faich, nor on the firength, firmnefs and height of it; it
will take little, even a look, or a glance of the foul’s eye
that fees not clearly ; according to that memorable word,
“-Pfal. 34. §. They looked to bim, and were lightned : The
more that fouls look to Chrift, their eye' grows the clearer.
It will rake an honeftly willing mind and hearty confent,
tho” the ability be very little’; a receiving, or a fincere
minting at receiving of the offer ; Him that cometh, or is
really a-coming, tho’ he be not yet come, at' leaft as he
“thinks, but is, with the prodigal, ftill (as he apprehends)
afar off, will Chrift and _grace in no cafe caft out ; for no
fooner doth fpjritual life flir in faith’s weakeft acting and
- . v I moving

!
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moving towards Chnft, but grace meets-it. 5. It ftands
on no concomirants. Tho® there fhould be many idols

‘and Jufts raging in the perfon, if thiere be a real confenting

by faith 1o the l{;argain, with a fincere refolution to a=s
bandon all thefe, grace will not fend him away empty :
Or, if the man fay, Lord, I helieve, belp my unbetief ; that
is a done bargain: Nay, were it to come with many fpi-

_ rirual iffues and fores running, and with fear to prefume,

< and (as it were) to fteal a hiot of Chrift, not to fpeak a

word to him, bat totouch him; he will not be angry nor
upbraid, but will fay, Go in peace, thy faith bath made
thee whole. We may ask yet further, to the recommenda-
tian of grace, (1.) Was there ever a merchanr that came
to the market with that purpofe, to buy on its own'terms,
that went away empty and without wares ? If all rhe con-
gregation of the firfl-born were put to it, they would be
zeady to bear witnefs, that grace never ftood wich them.
on any qualification in them, when they came honeftly.
s\z.) I would ask; Was therc ever any that adventured

oncftly on it, whom it mifgave; that hazarded (ro fpeak
fo) and- yet fell by the way ; or that ever repented them=

- felves that they hazarded and entrufted their fouls tg this

. .48 ? Only abufe not grace, proftitute it not, turn not {oue

bargain 7 (3 ) Let me ask, Was there ever any that took
hold on and gripped it, in whofe hand it brake ? The bar<
gain and covenant is everlafting, the mercies are fure more

sies; ounce fure, and always fure ; once rich, and-for cver

fo: It was and is a covemant well ordeved in- all things and
fure ; Blefled for ever be the Contriver and Surety there=
of. Some may poflibly think, that this do&rine looks tq,
be fomewhar Jax or loofe : But fure grace is not lax ; for,
as we may fay of God’s power, Is amy thing too bard for
bim? fo we may fuy of his grace, Is any thing too free for

buck on it, neither turn it into wantonnefs : If ye look
on grace, and cheapen only, and do not buy; or if ye
bid for one piece of it only, and not for all; wo unto-you,
that ever it was offered unro 'you. What would ye be at 2

- Is it bolinefs, heaven and 'happinefs, and ™ that freely ?

Thney are here: Is it Chrift, and_ Chrift freely, and "all
that_is his? He is here in your.offer : What means_then

tnis whining (to fpeak o) and fanding o much on terms,

-
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# if the way of grace were a hard, untoward, unpaffable
way, and asif God were a hard Mafler ? Nay, tis a good,
foft, fweet, cafy way, and plain to them that walk iry it ;
and God the bet Mafter. that ever rich or poor ferved,
and the caficft to ferve, and the beft to pleafe, where there
is fincerity and willingnefs to live honeftly : He pitics and
fpares all upright-hearted fervants, as 4 fatber pitreth big
obildren, and a man [pareth bis fon that ferveth bim ; and, if
any think they find it otherwife, ‘tis moft cercanly their

-own fault, Therefore, 1 befeech you, ftudy, 1. To be

in cafe to take grace’s wares home with you, repentance,
faith, hope, love; mortification, meeknefs, patience, &,
Thefe things are in the covenant betwixt Chrift and you,
and fetto fa%c in the marker. 2. Be making ready, forthe
market is ready : Many fhops (as it were) are’ opened,
and much. precious ware latd out; bring empty veflels;

"and not a few, that ye may carry them away fully. that ye

may take a rich loading home with you. Tho' you take
up never fo much of this ware, it will never be miffed,
nor grow the lefs. And indeed it is a part, and a confider«
able part of our preparation for the communion, to be
tooted in the faith of thefe grear things, and to get ouf

- affe@ions ftretched, dilated and widened to receive them §

PR

to get the wnlafiug doors cafp up, ‘that the Kivg of Glory
may come in ; that, when he calls for entry, the doors
ma‘] be opened at the very firft knock. 3. If fo be your
defires be ftirred up, and your apperites quickned in an
meafure, there is nothing that ' will more effectually an
powerfully flir them up, provoke and fharpen them, than
ce believingly looked to, and improved. Longing to
cc his  power and glory, as they have been feen by his
Bcople in the fan@uary, would notably make way for him.
leading and working with your owp hearts alone, will
not do the bufinefs, but grace employed and made ufe o
will do it effe@ually and to purpofe ; and, the more grace
you draw forth out of Chrift’s fulnefs, and drink, fomuch

-the better: It will be (Yo fpeak fo) no foreftalling of the -

market ; ncithet will the fweet favour of the perfume bd -
the weaker or lefs to-motrow, that ye break the box of
this precious -ointment to+night;, Now, God himfelfy
who proclaims the’ fair, &1“ the mtarket, and expofeth !!‘1{*
r rickt



‘232 After God [peaks Peace, :
ricu ware to fale, give you wifdom to prove wife mers
chants, to your eternal advanrage and upmaking. ‘
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A Sermon preached after the Communion, -
On Pfal. §5. 8. He will fpeak peace to Lis people, and t -

bis [aints : But let them rot turn again to folly,

\ - N
~ J T is hard to know, in fpiritual exercifes, whether it
be more diffi-ult vo atrain fome good frame, or to keep

" and mainrain it when ir is atrained ; whether more
fecioulisdfs is required tor mak:ng peace with God, or for
keeping ot it wh-n made; wherher more diligence thould
be in preparing for a communion, or more watch=-

fuinefs after it: Sure, both are reqaired ; and ir was our -

bl.flid Locd’s word, Matth. 26. 41. afier the fir® cele-
brartion of- this his fupper, #Watch and pray, that ye enter
wot nto temptaton,  Here' that faying holds eminently, Non
minor f.{? virtus, quam quarere, parta tueri : No lefs virtue

and valour is rcquifite to maintain, than to make a pure’

chafe or conquett, S
In the words (fo leave the introdution and fcope)
there are, 1. A grear mercy promifed from the Lord to
his people, viz. He will fpeak peace to them. 2. A (pecial
caveat and advertifement given them, pointing at .their
bazard, But let' them not turn again to folly : That is, let
not his people and faints, to whom he hath fpoken peace,
rerurn‘to fin; lec them beware  of bourding and dallying
wi h God’s mercy, and of curning his grace into wanton-
nefs, of cooling 'in their affe@ons to him, of flipping
back to their ol1 way, and of embracing their old lovers
and idols; for that is folly, even in folio, to fpeak fo.
“We fhall firlt propofe fix obfervations from the words,
and then apply them. Firft then, Obferve, Tbat fin a-
gairf God is an exceeding great folly ; *tis the fulipeft and
maddeft.thing in the world ; Thercfore it is here called folly,
to wit, in an eminent way and degree. °Tis that which
" doth moft, yea, that which. doth in efle€t orly mar and

interrapr faints peace. . That which, 0.2, is cailed fwigai-,

. N . 7y
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