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~ himfelf gracioufly help you hereunto.

Make fure Covenbnt with God, . 107
as if ‘God the Father were not as ready, thro’a Media-
for, to #ccept of dnncrs, as'thie Son is. I would nsk ybit
-yer furcher, Do ye rhink, or tan ye with any juft reafon
think, that your covenanr is fare, whén ye koow neither
what it is, nor how ye have entred into it? In the cove-
naot, as there i5-an offcr 8n 'Gods fide, {o there muft be
a receiving on yours: Tho' I grant that oftentimes this,
‘to ferious fouls, will be unclear, and it will be their bur-
-den that they have not firong cnough defires to ‘have it
thorow and cléar; fuch poor fouls would put their dark
fiefs, wnbeliet and undexteroufnefs in Chrift’s hind to ve
helped. But “ris 2 Bd matrer, thar, when we thould be
'g;aying you to clofe with Chrift in the ‘covenant, it muft

our work and the hardeft piece of it, to fhuke many
of you out of your préfampiion: “Tis o pleafure ro a,-
God knowerh, to preach you out of the ‘covenanty buwt
your prefumprion layeth.a neceflity on us, to lance you to
the quick, and to featch down to the botrom of your (dres;
becaufe thefe muft be difcovered and lafd open, befofe

‘thére can be any juft ground for the application of confo-

lation: If onée we €ould per you brought under 'a thorow
convition that ye ‘have been deluding yourfelves, we
might yet have {weet, lively, comfortable and retrefhful

-days: If ye were in this pofture, going and wecping for

perverting your ways, awithk your faces towavds Ziom, 6=
wards God thro’ the Mediator, ye might expet God's
‘blefling on thefe folemn-ordinances, and that there fhould
be a covenant made up with him never to be forgotten. O !
be ferious in the bufinefs, and ler not this opportunity go
by you unimproved to the beft and arhedt advantage ; and

T S
Jcr_emigh , 50. ver. 4, 5. »

In thofs days, and in that time, faith the Lird, ths childien
of Ilfrael foall come, they dnd the children of Fudab toge- .
ther, going and weeping i They [ball o, &ud feck the Lord

S “ .

deir God. ,
- . Lgsg o Verfe 5



168 ‘ Right Covenanting with Goi,

\

. Verfe 5. They fpall ask the way o Ziu, with their face.l

thitberward, faying, Come and let us join ourfelves to the'
Lord, is a perpetual covenant that fball mot be forgottes.

SERMON IL

'@~ Ovenanting with God, if it be real, well.grounded
C and fure, is a bufinefs of incomparably greateft con.

cern and advantage to finners ; but when it is other- |
wife, and only imagined without any folid ground, ‘s

attended with the greareft difappointment and prejudice
imaginable : A mdn in that cafe fancieth himfelf to be in
a ftate of friendfhip and favour with God, while, in the
mean time, he is an enemy to God, and God an enemy to
him ; and is there any difappointment or difadvantage in
the world comparable to thar? It is one great end and
defign of all ordinances, that firangers to God by nature

may be engaged to him, and made to become his cove- -

“manted rcople; it was for this end that Chrift came info.
the world, and laid down his life, and fhed his precious

lm owmom P S TR P

,blood, even to bring finners into a covenant of reconcili~

ation and_ friendfhip with God : And therefore the ordi-

nance, that is pow approaching, is called the New Cowea
nant, or New Tefiament in bis blood.

The words have in them a fhort and fweet fum and
compend ef the gracious frame of a people, turning home

- 10 God, to get a broken covenant made up: Jfrael and

Fudab having deeply declined from the blefled ftate and
condition wherein God had once gracioufly put _them,
their return and repentance is here both propheficd of,
and promifed ; and this is the great thing which they de-
fign in their returning, even to get the knot (to fay fo)
o? the covenant betwixt God and them made falt and fure,
fo as they may never any more be feparated from him,
We fhall at this time fhortly name forne general obfer-

~eations from the words ; the firf whereof is this, 7 bat -
" #here is notbing that a people, who bave any convitions of their '

fin and of their diftance from God, [oould more fingly aim
aty and ferioufly feck after, than to be firmly joined 1o the
Lord i covenant, or to be iu good terms with bim according b”
, T T T T ETTTT T bis
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bis covesiant : For 1icle come ro tiw fame amount, to be
in goodaterms with God, to be reconciled to God, and be in
covenant with God ; by the one we come to the other: This,
we fay, fhould be aimed at, and fought after by all that
are naturally born encmies to God, aliens and firanzers to
the coverant of promife, witkout kope, and without God in
the world, Eph. 2. 12. compared with 0. 1, 2, 3, where, to
be dead in fins and trefpaffes, is expounded, to be ewith-
st the covenant. But morc efpecially thofe who are touch-
ed with the fenfe of their fin, fhould have this for their
sim, defign and endeavour ; ‘as we fee in thefe fpoken of
here, who, when they come to any fenfe of their fin,
this is clearly their great defign and ‘work very fetioufly
and clofly purfued by them. : '

- ‘To clear and conzrm it, take thefe three words. Cona
fider, 1. What - flate and condition man naturally is in’;
2, What God is to man in reference ro that eftate ; And,
3. What covenanting with God is-: And we will find that
there is nothing whith he fhould more ferioufly defign
and feek afrer. 1#, Man is naturally an enemy to God,
and, in refpe& of his malicious defperate inclinasion,
given to thwart with God, whereby God ftands as an ene-
my to him: He is liable to the curfe of God; and God s
as an srancd man againft him, as ob fpeaks ; and he, like -
an unarmed child, running on the bofles of his buckler.
3dly, Confider, that God is not only an enemy, but ftands
ftated as fuch with his curfe againft finngrs, according to
that word, Curfed is every one that. continueth mot in all

ghings written in the law to do them ; and this curfe islike

the flaming fword in the hand of the cherubims, which with
terror, feparates betwixt God and the finner, fo that there
is no accefs for him to God ; and, if he have any thoughts
of God, he istroubled with them; and all the creaturéds
are armed againft him, fo that he can expet mothing buc
comity , from every ftane of the field. 3dly, Confider,

-that covenanting with God is that whereby a' man, who

is naturally at enmity with God, cometh to be in ftriend-
thip with_him, and. hath the face of every thing altered :
The meditation of God is fweet to him ; the creatures are
in league with him ; the angels become miniftring fpirits
o hign ; all God’s difpenfations become lovely, and do

N work

.
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work together for his- good, even thofe thar are in them:
Aelves moft terrible; death and the grave bécome fervants
to him; and, being in covenant with God, lie can tritnnph

over them and all troubles and perfecutions, and fay that. °

he is more than conguevor in them wil,-as it is, Rom. 8,
And faith the apoftic o fuch, 1 Cor 3. Al things ave yoars,
‘whetber Paml, or Apolios, or Cephasy or life, or death,
things prefent or things to come, ave all yours, and ye.ark
€brif’s, Isitany wonder then, that a poor foul, toucired '
with the fenfe of fin, be defirous and folicitous to be im
covenant with ‘God ? And therefore, whether we. look
npon it as a duty, orasan cvidence of a perfon -
bumbled for fin, it is very defirable, and fhould be fe
rieufly fought after. p -
The ufe ferves to fhow, That the great fcope, which
-¥e fhould now have before you, is to have a broken cove-
nant made up wirth God ; .it fhould be your main defign
to pyt this grand bufinefs to a point, thaythere may be mo
,war, but a flanding league betwixt God and you: And
_sherefore, whoever they be'that fativfy themfelves with
’foing abour the ordinances, and misken this, they certsin-
. - -Jy miftake the mark : The great matter is not to come to
the communion, neither is it to win at fomew hat of heart-
fofinefs, or to a little fenfe, which are goed; but it is real-
ly to be in covenant_with God, to be able to fay on good -
ground, Tbe Lordis my God ; my Beloved is mine, and I am
b:s: And when he faith, Retwrn, backfliding childven ; to
be in cafe to anfwer with the hearty, Bebold, we come unte
2bee, for thou ayt the Lord owr God. ‘This isindeed a de-
firable thing; and he is an unhappy man-that deth not,
that will not heartily defire and feek after it~ '
. Scondly, From their very great ferioufnefs,,in going
and weeping, in going to feek the Lord, asking the way
10 Ziom, and from their “encouraging one another to join' -
in covenant with the Lord, Obfcrve, That where there is .
.any fincerity ox begun work of grace, it fbeews itfelf in no-
pbing foomer. than in an impulfe 1o be at covenanting with God,
And 10 bave fome clearnefs therein. For, only to be in cove~
pant, and not to have the knowledge of it, cannot give
ghat peace and comfort which a prefent fad exercife calleth
for ; therefore, fay they, while they are going and weep-
S R ug
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ing, Come andlet us jorn owrfecves'to the Lovd in & perprinal
covenant, that fball not be forgotten: So then, we fay, that
a fincere and gracious work of God appears in no:hing
fooner, than'in this impulfe to have the covenant of God
fixed and put out of doubt; to have this at a point, is
their great defign here, and they are very ferious in ir.
So, Ifa. 44. where ver. 3, there is a promife of the work
of the Spirit in an&ifying; and how is this work of the
$pirit proved ? or wherein doth it appear ? Even' thus,
ver. 5. Ose Jball fay, I am the Lord’s ; and anotber fEall call
bimfelf by the mame on::cob; and anotber fball fubfcribe .
with bis band wnto the Lord, awd [urname Limfelf by ‘the
pame of Ifrael. - The work of God’s Spirit, -when he
comes to fan&ify and fave, is fuch as makes a man run
and devote himfelt to God, with hand, heart and mouth :
Ye never faw people more quickly and with better will
come to the Church at the moft folemn occafion, than
(when this work is begun, or there is any kindly exercife
about it) ferious fouls will be ready (o run with their
heart to fubfcribe to God’s covenant, when the terms of
it are laid out before them. Only advert to thefe ftere
things in this obfervation. (1.) When I fpeak of entring
in covenant with Gad, I mean of the heart’s clofing with
him by faith, according as he offers himfelf in this gof-
pel: When he faith, Quit and rerounce your own righ«
teoufnefs, and take mine; quit and abandon your lufts .
and idols, and give yourfelves ro me, and I will be your
God, and be forthcoming to you in all things that cone
cern your happinefs here and hereafter ; the heart yields,
and fays, Content, Lord, the offer is good, and I accept of
it: And as wives werg wont (as it is yet the cuftom) to fur.

" name themfelves by their husbands, fo doth the foul, vpon

the atter, in this covenant, fubfcribe, I am God’s. Thig
is called a yielding to God, or the giving of the band to
bim, 2 Chron. 30. 8. & Rom, 10.3. it is called a fubmit-
ting to the vighteosfnefs of Ged. (2.) When we fpeak of
this impulfe towards, or defire of covenanting with God
it is not to be underftood of every raw wifh, fuch as Ba., .
laam had, to be in heaven ; but it is a ferioufly urging im.
puife, an earneft hunger and thirft, and an ardent longin
to have this at a point: It is fuch a thirfling defire, as aif
. ' ‘ the



. focking the breaflts of thefe coufplations rhat are in the o
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the world befide will nor be able to quench ; it makes the
foul cager in the purfuit of the thing, even to meer and,
clofe with God in the covenant; Ir is, in.efle@, that
which, Matth. §. 6. is called a_bungrirg and thofiing after
rigbteonfnefs, becaufe it hath init a fixed louging with holy
in, which, Cant. 5. 8. is cslled a being fick of love + It

1s fuch a defire as makes the heart even fant and fick for, .

the want of the thing defired, which can be Guisfied with
ngthing elfe ; no more than a very hungry man can be fa;
tisfied, if handtuls of gold were offered to ‘him; it is
mear he muft have. In this refpeé (which will be the.
reafon of the dodtrine) Chrift Jefus is called the food of
the foul, and the covenant 15 like the pap, whereby Chrift’s
fulnefs és communicated and conveyed to us; for we have
no acccfs to Chrift but by the covenant: Therefore, £pb,
2. 12. thefe two are put together, being' without Chrif2,
and being without the covenant ; and [fa. 66. 11, 12. con~

© werts are faid to fuck and be fatisfied with the breafis of the

.Church’s confolation, and to be danaled om ber knees: Beliew
vers are like new-born babes, whom nothing can farisfy,,
or do good to, bur the breafts; and the ordinances are, as
it were, the breafts at which they fuck, and which are as

* fo many pipes to convey to them fpiritual nourithment : To.
- which the apoftle alludeth, 1 Pet. 2.2. wheo he faith, s

meaw-born babes, defive the fincere milk of ske ward, that ye
may grow thereby ; if [o be that ye bave tafied that the

. Lord is gracious: And then follows, To whom coming as

anto & lving flone, &c.  Jefus Chrift is the milk, and the
word the pap that conveys him: And as the firft: thing
thar evidenceth life to be in a new-born babe, is hanger-
aficr the breaft; ' fo it is here, the covenant farisfies the

new-born new creature,

The UJe of the point ferves to put you to look Back, |

and to confider, whether ever ye have in yoyr experience.
known this, wheremn fpiyitual life thews itleit, even .to be.
bolily fond (or browden, fo to fpcak) on the pap: The
regenerate foul cannor endure to be kept back. from

covenant.  Now, ‘tis very probable that many will carch-
ar this, asa very comfortable mark of regeneration ro.
themfelves, and will be ready to fay, Why, haye we. not;

\

this -
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this defire to be'/?;z éwcnant wguh Gf){fﬂ and, if that wil;l‘
be proof of a work of grace, we want it not: And thefe
Fews, here fpoken of, before their coming to be in this

lefled frame, were ready to boaft that they were Abra~
bam’s children, and that they had a defirc to be in cove-
naot with God ;. but i will be another forr of defire and
cagernefs which they will have, when the Redeemer comes
out of Zion, to turn away iniquity from Facob. Bur, that
ye may know what this defire and impulfe rhar we fpeak
of is, and if indecd ye have it, confider thefe evidences
of it; 1. That it is an ardent and vehement defire, a -
preffingly urgent impulie; not fuch as ye have had all
your days, bur ’tis an effe€t of the Spirit’s out. pouting,
as that parallel place with this, viz. Zech. 12, 10. clears;.
I will (faith the Lord) powr spon the boufe of David the
Spirit of grace, &c. Away with thar grace, with that taith
and love, which are as old as yourfelves. 2’ This defire
and impulfe hath fuch a vehemency with ir, as puts the”
man to his feet, 1o go and pray, and to go weeping: It
ftirreth him then fo, as he muft needs'go, tho’ he be much
in the dark,and knows not fo well and diftinétly whither
he is going ; ‘becaufe love to be in covenarit with God, will
in a meoner make a fool go right to God; tho there is
reafon that he thould feck after help to his infirmity. The
defires of many arc like the flaggard®s defire, who licth
ftill on his bed, and his cafe flays him : This defirc maketh
fome holy ftir; and rouzeth to diligence in the ufe of
means. 3. This defire 15 fuch, ‘as never dies out, till the
perfon be thorow in the point of covenanting with' God;
and therefore, tho’ he fhould be put as it were 'to dig
wells jn the wildernefs, and to go from firength to ftrength,

et he will adventure on it and hold on in his way :

he apoftle; Philip. 3. fpeaks of it as his one thing; and,

. when perfons are fuitably feriouns in this, it is their ome
_ thing, and not a piece of work only on the by; and, if

they may come to it in al] their lifetime, they think (as
they have reafon to do) that they make a gopd bargain, |
and have gaincd a noble prize : Never did a man on horfe~
back, in arace,” fpur fafter than they do, that by any -
means they may attain it. 4. The principle’ of defire
after covenanting with God, holds them conftantly  in aagr

T o g cfti-
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eftimition of, and fucking at it as the means of their life;
as the babe cannot live without the breafls, fo they cannot
live without the covenant, they cannot reft but init: ¥

fpeak not now what believers are in their declinings ; bar, -

when they are in a right frame, they have no being but in:
this covenant ; they muft.nceds have milk flowing through
the breafts of it for their nourtthment, That is a curfed
‘life, or rather death, of perfons, who come to the word,
and care not whether it be made lively or not; and come
to the communion, 'and care not whether they get by it
any life and comfort or not: - And a ¢urfed faith, that kee

* fouls fram making ufe of Chrift; and fuch is the faith of

many hearers of the gofpel. Now, covenanting s the
“believer’s earneft, and they are thereby made to forgee
their fathers houfe, in hope to be admitted 1o dwell with
_Ckrift for evermore. :

Thirdly, ' Obferve, That a well-gualified defive of .cove-
manting with God is 4 good token of sonverfion; or, A rightly
biaffed defive of heing in' covenant with God is the language

- of perfons coming bome to God: Come (fay they) amd let
"% join outfelves to the Lord in a parpetsa) covenant. The
Lord fets down this;as their commendation, and as an evie
dence of his begun gracious work in them: They, no
doubt, had words of covenanting before, but wanted this
right impulfe and defire, and therefore fat ftill: Bat now
-they are much afleCted, ftirred, and put to their feet; it
being an effe@ of the:poured-out Spirit on them. We
fay, this is a good token of a begun work of grace, and
of perfons their-coming home to God; becaufe this im-
palfe towards, and defire of govenanting with God, fpeaks
out thefe three. (1.) The fenfe of their need of him, and.
that they cannot live without bim; and the Ropping of
their mouth with holy fhame and confufion before God.
(2.) An high cftimation that they have of him, a judging
that they have no happincfs but in-him. (3.) e {peaksout -
faith, in their actual betaking of themfelves to him for -
the upmaking of what they want and ftand in need of :
There is fomewbat of all thefe -in the .prodigal, who,
when he ¢ame to himfelf, reekons thus with himtelf, 1. [
perifb for buwger; this points at the fenfe of his need.
2, Thera_is bread.cxoygh im my Father's houfe and to j’l:‘" b'
. o . which

.
i

b
i



: a Rufinefs of the greatef Concern. ' - 173
which fhews his believing efteem of the fulnefs-of God
fer a fupply -of his need, and fof making him, a poar mi=
ferable perithing wretch, compleatly happy. 3. His res
folaion is, [ will ge and fay, Father, &c. this holds ous
his a&tual purpofe of covenanting with God, ' which hath™
always faith in it: It is the fama on the matter with this,
Come and les us join ourfelves 1o the Lovd in a perpstaal coves
nant, . N . .
. 'The Ufe of it ferveth to fhew what a feriows or welle -
gualiicd defire aficr covenanting with God is, and where»
ip it confifts: And thofe things that are marks of ir, mayp
ald Gerve for diredfions how to po abour it aright. 1fi, Thas
well qualified or firious defire” of covenanring with God,
floweth from a sawgfold conviétion ; 1. From 3 convittion
of peoples fin and breach of covenant formerly, and of
their diffance from God; whencof we fpake tomewha ”
the laft day. 'We are afraid that many of you think you
defire, when yet ye never knew arghe your gutlt i break-
ing covenant, nor took up aright the diftance betwixt
God aad you ; ke is one fort of defire that a whele ‘maa
Bazh. 1o, fpeak. with the )ph.yﬁcian, and aobther that a fick
man hath ; it is of rhe latrer that we mean here. 2. From
a corwi@ion of the want of God’s company : Thefe here
know now, tho’ they be Abrabsmr’s feed, that yer they
are neverthelefs naturally enemies 0. God and Chrift, and
without. both ; and rherefore they foek him, and to make
3 covenant with -him. There arc fome that pretend to be

- feeking God and - Chrift, and yet they have him, they

think, always in their hearts. Bur fpeak foberly ; did ye
ever want or mifs him? "It may be, at the one word ye
will fay, We hope not; and.at the next word, perbaps, -
Too often: And it is fill but a gocfling ar the beft:
"When. the prodigal came to himfelf, he faw that he had
been: (to fpeak fo) in the wrong clofe. 2dly, This wells
qualified defire hath a kindly. heart-fofine(s with ir, which
i5:a gond, tho’ a very rare thing: Tbey. go bere weeping;
and: when they are a faying thefe- words, Come and:let ug
join to the Lord. in covenans, their tears are trickling down,
Xs is 4 good and hopeful defire, ‘which is exprefled withe
the tear in the cye, proceeding from a filitably affefted:
heart: There are, alas! many.of our defiros-that dli: mngy
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well-qualified defire puts on to diligence, and is not like
the fluggard’s defire: Therefore they go and feek the Lord;
they are cager and carneft in the matter, and are taken up -
with it. This defire will make the man fometimes forges
#0 eat bis bread, and it may be to pray fevem times a day
(what if I had faid twice feven rimes?) and very oft to
withdraw from;all company, at leaft, that is ot edifying
and profitable, and to retire to the ficlds or to the cham=-
ber, quietly to lay, as it were, a chafe by the purfuit of.
faith to the finding out of God’s company: It will make "
him and her go to the pooreft body in all the town or

village, that is gracious, to ask the way to Zion; thisis alfo - -

a very rare thing. Ye all know the ‘way to heaven, asye
think, and this makes you foolifhly confident, till ye run

ourfelves into the mire and into the pir at laft, if grace,
{y making a faving change, prevent not. 4thly, This:
well-qualified defire is a humbling defire: There’s ‘no-

pleading here with God, of the privilege of their relati-" :

on they have to Abrabam, and to the covenant made with
him ; they cannot find in their hearts, nor have they con-
fidence, to do that: They judge themfelves to be very un--
like him, and they carry humbly rowards one anpther,

lad to ask the way at, and to get fome knowledge of ic:
?rom onc another, how they may win forward ; they are
like the Spoufe, who faizh to the daughters of Jerufalem,:

- Gant. 5. If ye fee my Beloved, tell bim:that I am fick of love ;-

‘Take my commendations (asif fhe had faid) ro him, and:
lay out my cafe before him, Such ferious and bumble fouls'
will be glad to take help in the way from any body-that
can give it; which faich, that they are: diligent and pain-’
fal. ~ stbly, This defire, as it may, is always' fetting for=
ward; tbey are going and asking the' away; and tho' they
have a ftroag tide (as it were) againft them, yet the wind
of their own defire and impulfe ftecreth them threugh,
and maketh them ftem the pore; and tho’ they make but.
flow progrefs, yet it is always towards Zion. 6tbly, This:
delire isa peremptory and (1o fay f0) an illimited defire,.
and thatin a twofold refpe&, 1. In refpeét of coming at’
God: It muft have him; and will not fubmit_to the wam'g
o : o

e
i

’

Tondly aft&, neuther do they make any change ; the heart *
_remaineth dead, ftitf and hard under them. 3diy, This °
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of him; communion with him' it muft have. 2. In this
refpe@, that it maketh no condition with God of its own, -
but is heartily well content to take him on his own rerms 2
This indeed is a notably good mark of a well-qualified
defire, when a foul defires not fo much to be at heaven,
as to be at God ; and when' it is (as I juft now faid) con-
tent to take him on his own terms. Many will defire God-
and heaven, but with fome fuch fecret refervation as this,
that they get leave to bruik their lufts and idols, that
they may have liberty to tipple and trifle away their time,
to take theig fill of the world, to be in credit and repu-
tation, and tg purfue after fome one thing or other in the
world ; or at leaft they muft be allowed to go about the
eftablifhing of their own righteoufnefs: But this defire is
waited with the abandoning of all idols, without any al-
lowed exception or refervation, and with the rcnouncing

. of felf-righteoufnefs alfo in the point of juftification ; an

thercfore "tis called, fubmitting to the vightesufnefs of Godz
It fays not a word againft the terms of the covenant, bue
bolds all. Thefe things were good to be ferioufly thought
on, and fought after, 1n our approaching to the “table of
the Lord, to renew our covenant with him; and, where .
they are not in fome meafure, our defires will not be found
to be of the right kind : 'It were therefore very fuitable
for you, tothink, how ye may get your hearts quickned
and warmed with vehement and unquenchable defires after
this covenanting with God, and after the water of life.
0! know ye any thing of this? There are fomewho
have found it in experience, and who can'rcprcfcnt it
better to themfelves than 'we can exprefs it: Ye who . .
have had your bearts fanting for God, for she living God, as’
David faith his heart did, Pfal. 42." can tell what raw
withes were before, and that the grace of God works fuch
defires as have another fort of edge on them, and have &
holy difquicting and reftlefs hunger for the breafts of
God’s covenant, and cannot reft nor be fatisfied, - yca, not
live without them., _ :
Fourtbly, Obferve, That a people or perfon may bave fome
[fincere defives after covemanting with God, and yet bave much -
weaknefs, many inflrmities and fears in the- accomplybing of
my
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@ay have this honeft defire, and yet not know well how-
® put the thing in pradtice ; ¢ven tike unto thefe ren-
tioned here, who are going toward Zion to join themfelves
to the Lord in covenant, and yet arc asking the way :
hey have covenanting with God in their eye as the great  »
‘fcope, but areignorant in a confiderable meafure of the ¢
way; yer they fit not ftill till they ger the way (asic
were) defcribed on a card to them, but they rife and
make forward as they may. I nothing doubt; the truthof
this do&rine is known in experience by fome ferious, tho® -
. much roffed and puzzled fouls, who have fomé honeft and

earneft longings after him, and after covenanting with him;
who yer know not well how to win at 'him, or how to =
make this €ovendnting practicable : Thus the honeft well- .
meaning daughters of Jerufalem ask the Spoufe, Cant. 6.
Whithet is thy Beloved gone; that we may feek bim with
thee ? There was afincere defirc after him, and a fixed
purpofe to be ar him, and to decline no labouk nor pains.
. in order tq coming by -him; yet they know not well whi-
ther to go for finding of him: Even like houcft Maiy,
who, $obn 21. would fain have Chrift; and comes to the
grave to_feek him, and, miffing him, weeps; and, when
the angels fpeak to her to comfort her, thar will not do-
it: She continues ftill weeping, and tells the caufe; They
2

R

bave taken away my Lord, awd I know not cvbere they bave
Iaid bim. It was an evidence of the honefty of her de-
fice, that tho’ the knew not where he was, yet the could
not be diverted by any thing from a mournful, retlefs
and diligent purfuic after his prefence. This may pro-
ceed partly, in the 1 place, From believers their infir-
mity, and their not being -thorow in the. knowledge of
gofpel-myfteries ; from their ignorance of the particsand .
conditions of the covenant, of the narure, properties, and ~
promifes of it: If they knew how kind and condefcen-

ding the Lord is, hiyw near he brings his word, how little

he will take. .off theétr hand, how folid the covenant . is,

how fure the Cantioner is, and how -their part of the co-

venant is undertaken for, as well ds God's, they would

not have fuch doubts and fears; hence, Rom. 14. they .
who are weak in knowledge are faid to be wesk in faith,
becauft through their ignorance they have many do;\lx_lla:_s._
‘ v N . . 18

e

v my

!



Al

a Bufinefs of 2he greareft Concern. 179
This makes me. to think, that, if many of you had finceriry
apd ferioufiiefs in the great concern of your falvation, ye
would be much and almoft inextricably puzzled, how to
rid yourfelvesin many things you would meet with in your
con(yition : Becaufe of the abounding of your ignorance,
ye cannot, alas!. tell what repentance is, what clofing
with Chrift in the covenant is, what Chrift’s offices are,
and what ufe thould be made of them; and therefore, if
ye were pat into any ftrait or dump chreugh the fenfe of
fin, it needed be no great wonder that ye thould be in -
much confufion, and did not know what to do ro get out
of it. Ir were good, therefore, that ye ftudied the know=
ledge of God, and of the covenant ; that, if ever God do
you good,.ye may-have fome clearnefs and diftin@nefs in’
the way of the remedy of your evils, and of the exttin -
aating you out of your difficulties. But thar which keeps
many quier,’is, alas! their-own prefumption grown to a
grear height, and the devil’s rocking them faft aflecp in
the cradle of fecurity : It is a wonder to fec fo many: ve .
confident of peace with God, who yet know not how 12 =
is came at ; when God totiches your confcience, ye will be
put to cry, #bat pall we do? becaufe of your igno~
rance. 2dly, It proceeds partly from want of experience ;
hence, tho® fome, it. may be, have light and know-

dedge, yet, wanting experience of the thing; they are at

aftand, and know nor what to-do in this or thar cafes
Juft as if a man were to go to London, and were informed
of all the towns and pofts in the way ;-yet when: he comes
%o advarce in his journey, not having gone the way be-
fore, he is often in doubt whether he be righr: So it is
with many, who from literal knowledge can tell what

- faith and repentance is; but when their fpirits ark jum-

bled (1o fpeak fo) confufed and put through-other, the
mitter looks far ertherwife upon them ; and they “are like
2 man who coming to a fhallow and fafe foord of a river
that' is mudded, vét fears to take it, becaufe he hath not
tidden it before; whereas another, that hath gone tho-ow
it, can confidently hazard onit: And indeed it is no
marvel to fee much of this even amongft believers. A
3d caufe or ground whence ﬁ\ig may proceed, is, prejudi es
. 2 S
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ai the way of God, and of pzrfons at themftlves. Men
have naturally a fort of gofpel of their own, that they
.cannot_go by, till fomeway they be confirained ; and,
when God puts them to it, they are at a fland.: As for in~
tance, there is this prejudice in fome, that they think

_none can go and warrantably rake hold of God’s covenant, .

‘till they be fo and fo humbled; that they cannot go with
convictions or challenges, till they get fome more. decp
heart-work, or be in a berter and more tender frame;
Hence Peter faith to Chrift, Luke §. very unrcafonsbly,
Depart from me, for [ am a finful-man, O Lord; whereas
.David reafoned otherwife, and much more pertinently,
. .Pfal.25. when he faith, Parden my iniguity, for it is great s
. And hence the queftion arifeth, #bat fball we do? and,
.when they are bidden beliete, they objeét, Ah! we are

finners, and have evil and hard hearts; and are unhumbled, -

~.Look what ‘paffed betwixt Peter and his heargrs, 4s 2.
-he layeth out before them their horrid guilt in cracifying
.Chrift ; they are pricked in_ their bearts, and cry, Wbat
Jball ae do? He bids them Repent and be baptifed, which
takes in faith; and, v. 41. it is faid, that fuch as were
kindly. touched, gladly received the-word. Now, I pray,
what if they had objeéted, Can we, that have cven now,
“or a very littke fince, had our wicked hands embrued in
the: precious blood of Chrift, believe on him 2 Come a-
way (faith he on the matter) for there is no other way to

. pardon and peace with God. There was much of this in

" the primitive times amongft the Chriftian Romans, Corin-

_ ghians, Galatians, and Hebrews, many prejudices at and
' wrong conceptions of the gofpel and covenant of grace,

and therefore they would have' patched up a gofpel of

grace and of works ; they- would-have brought in the ce~ -

remonies of the law, and eftablithed a felf-righteoufnefs :
And this in particular is one great prejudice that. the
devil Iaboureth deeply to poflcfs the minds of wakned
finners-with, even to make them think that it is prefump-
tion for them, tho’ they would fain do it, to come to Chnft
4nd by faith to clofe with him, unlefs they be fo and fo
‘qualified: As long as -they are fecure, he-makes them
. take their prefumption for faith ; but the next day, when
they are wakied and exhorted 1o berake themfelves to

Chrif
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Chrift by faift{ l£ calls nhaﬁ alfo {ercfumplion. And in-
deed, as it is Satan’s manner to drive finners on extremes,.
fo it is our way to run into extremes: That which made
us call our prefumprion faith, is the fam¢ which makes us
call our faith prefumprion; becaufe we lay it for a ground,
that it is .our honcfly or good difpofition, and fo and fo
qualified frame, that muft commend usto God : And there- -
fore, while we conceive tha: we have thar, it is the ground
of our prefumption; and when the conicience is wakuned,
aud we find that we want that, we cannot believe, A 4tb
caufe or ground whence this, in fome, may proceed, who
would fain believe, is not fo much their darkuefs and igno-
rance of the way, as the backwarduef, frowardnefs, and
deceit of their hearr, that will not, far them, come up to
it: Such are puzzled and perplexed what to do, becaufg
they cannot ger it well done’and as they .would ; fpch are’
like a good archer that can fhoot well, bur hath a deceit-
ful bow, which, when he hath pur his arrow on the ftring,
and hath drawn it to the very head, ftarts afide, and
makes him quite mifs his mark; the fault and defect isnot
in the man’s skill, but in the bow. We the rather make ufe
of this comparifon, that the  holy Ghoft doth fo in the
feripture, refembling our hcgrt"to a deceitful bow, that
turns afide; fo that they, who are acquainted with theic
own hearts, know not what to do with them, how ro guide .
them, and bring them up untg, or hold them at any thing
that is good; Anditho’, it may be, they could to good
purpofe give diregtions to others 1n fuch a cafe ; yer they
find their own hearts very untra&able to admir of them,
as if they did not fuit or meet with their own cafe.  This
1s indeed a very puzaling difficalty; yet to fuch perplexed '
fouls there is no new diretion to be given, but the re-
newed exercife of faith, and to put the direétions, which
they know, in ﬂpra‘&icc; and when one fhot (to fpeak 10)
mifgives, to effay another: - Not to' feek (as it wyre) a
pew ftring, but to caft a, new knot on it; and, if two knots
thould flip, to caft a third, improving more that grace of
the covenant to make thém hold better; Therefore, 4&s

. 2. when thofe pricked in their hearts ask, what they fhall
do, Peter bids them repent; they were begun to do fo,
and he bids them be doing and go 'on, Ye then that are

: ; M3 ' ~ indeed
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indeed ferious, and to whom yout fhort-comings are really

* your fouls burden, would not think it any uncouth,
firange or extraordinary thing, to find defire and affeéti-
on running far ‘before your light and pradice, (tho’ ye
would endeavour to have them foot-fide) a:Chriftian’s

- defire may be a day’s journey (as ir were) before himfelf,
asto his atrainment: - And indeed in fome refpeét ir would
not be good if -it were otherwife; for it is no good figa

- of progrefs in God’s way, when the defires of perfons go.
no further length than their prattice, or when their

pra&tice falls nothing fhort of their defires : Borh in that
cafe are to be much fufpeéted; for even eminently holy
Panl fees himfelf to be behind, Philip. 3. when he faich,
I think not myfelf perfe&, but ome thing I co, forgetsing the
#bings that are bebind, and veaching forth to thofe things that
ae before, I prefs towards the mark: Where he came one

in his attainment, his defire was ten, in a manner, be-- ..

_ fore him. And fo is it with thofc people here {poken of,
Come (fay thdy) let us join ourfelugs to the Lord; they find
themfelves to be behind, and endeavour to work them-
felves up, and to draw themfelves and one another for-
ward. We maft now draw to a clofe, and fhall therefore
bur touch the following obfervations, and pafs them in a
word, . ' :
Fiftbly, Obferve, That in peoples covenanting with God,
dbeir defives and defigns will -be much [oomer propofed amd
Inid down, than they syill be got accomplifbed and put in exé.

- eution, or than tbey will win to [atisfy themfelves therein.
Altho’ an union be betwixt Chrift and them, yet they are
not fatisfied, till they be fomewhat clear and diftin& about
it: They are like the predigal, who; being in another
and ftrange country, faith firft, I'will go, then he arifeth;
and, I will fay to my Fatber, before he aétually fpeak .ta
his Father himfelf, calling him Fatber ; Some real acting
of faith precceds his mere diftinét fatisfying . ating of ir.
There is a faith in refolving to believe, before there be a
refting of faith or ftayed belicving; and yer ic is faith
that begets that fame refolution : It the prodigal had not
had fome faith of enough in bis Fatber's kouje, and of hie
Father's affe@ion, he would not have refolved ta go home &

- . - an
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" and thefe people mentioned here would not have fet their
. faces rowards Zion, if they had not had fome begun

fhirrings of faith. . ,
Sixthly, Obferve, That it is a good token to be asking ferin
oufly she avay to beaven, tko' the askers be n0t [o clear in it 2
here is fome ground to think that fuch perfons are in
the way; and if they hold on, and follow the dircétions

of the word, they may come thither. It is far better to

* be diffatisfied, and to ask he way; than not to ask, and

yet to be fatisficd with our own knowledge of the way.
Seventbly, Obferve, That perfons may fall very far jbors
of their defive, and bave much 1rfirmity, and may meet with
many puzzling diffculties bow to accomplyb ewbat they
would be at ; yet, awbere a ferious and longing d-fire is wak~
ned after covenanting with God, they fbould go foraward and
follow it forth, This people are fhort of what they defi-
red, and yet they .go; and they know not (as it were)
where 1o fet down the next foot till they ask the way, yet
they go on ftill .asking: There is no difputing here, but
forward we fhould go. I fuppofe, thefc here fpoken of
might have had feveral difficulties ftarted, and feveral obe
firu€tions laid in sheir way; yet on they go: As, 1ff,
this, That they were covenant-breakers ; -yet they, taking
ferioufly with 1t, ftep over that, and fay notwithftanding,
Come let us join ourfelves 1o the Lord in a covenant. 2dly,
They might have thought, that it was a very long journey,
and that they would never be able to go thorow to the -
end of it; befides that, they were under the dominion of .
firange kings, who were Heatbens: So it may be fiid on
the marter, and is often faid to ferious fouls, that would
fain believe, Can ye believe 1t will not be with you: Are
ye not under the feet of many tyrannous lufts? and how
g %’ct they refolve, and muft,
{:5 dare not but refolve to go forward; and the reafon is,
caufe they refolve to take with their guilt, and to make
ufe of the covenant for anfwering and filencing of chal-
lenges; and they refolve alfo, if the journey be long, to
make ufe of the covenant for ftrength to make them hold.
on and hold out in it. The weak belicver, when fuch
doubts are ftarted, fhould make ufe of the promifes of the
covenant, fuch as thefe; Faitbful is be who bas called you,
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aho alfo will do it, 1 Thefl. 5. 24. Return, backfliding
gbildren, and | will beal your backflidings, faith the Lord ;
And then follows, Bebold, ewe come unto thée ; for thou arg

the Lord our God, Jer. 3. 22, They yicld themfelyes to the

Lord. A 3d difhiculty is their ignorance. They might

have faid, We know not the way, and how can we think -

o come Where we defire and defign to be ? (as fome will
be ready to fay, We can tell fome words of the carechifm,

but, alas! we know not what it is ‘to believe ? Yet they .
fic not fill for all this, bur, as one remedy of their igno- .
rance, they ask ¢he way to Zion with their faces thitberward, -

JAnd if yeask here, How can their faces be thitherward,
when they are asking the way ? and at whom dd*they ask
the way ¢ The Gentiles amongft whom they live know it
not, and they. have no other to ask at? I anfawer, They
are hanging on God, and taking their marks and meiths of
the way, as he gives them from his word; and there is a
moft fweet word for fuch, /fa. 35.8.- where the Lord
fpeaking of this way, and calling it the way of kolinefs, he
gith, Tbe way-faring man, tho" a fool, frall not err there-
dn: It is the heartfomeft way that can be; Q but it be fafe
for the way-faring finner, for the ferionfly fecking foul, to
have the 'face toward God, for making up of peace with
him ! Upon the one hand, the Lord hedges up fuch per-
fons their way with thoros, that they thall ot find their
Yovers; and, upon the other, he conftrains them to go
right forward; He leads tbe blind in a way they know
mot, and makes darknefs light before them. Are there uot
feverals of you brought far thorow this way, and’ ye
kdow not well how ? élc brought you to faith ‘very infen-
fibly, and trained you on picce and piece, and yet ye cane

pot tell well how ; but ye know certainly thar it was he’:

that did it; and in this cafe, O but it be good, fingly
~ 1o be given up to God’s leading and guiding, qwbo leads bis
Fock like a Sbcﬂberd, swbo gatbers bis lambg with bis arm, and
carries them in bis bofjom, and gently leads them that are
aith young ! as it is,- [fa. 40. 11. The lambs would run wild
and ruine themfelves, if lefi on the hills; but they are
under the gnod Shepherd’s overfight and tutory (to fpeak
fo) who brings home the loft theep dn his fhoulders, and (as
¥ was cven now %aid) gathers the Jambs with his @rm, and

, . _ . gently’
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gently leads them that are with youug: Which not only
faith, that he drives not hard, left chey caft the young ;
but thar, as the nurfe leads the little child ( otherwife than
Jadies ufe.to be led, by a gentle touch of their hand or
arm) by the arm~-holes or by the tugs, when the child
knows not how to go, and cannot ftand on its own feet, even
-fo leadeth he fuch; /taught (faith the Lord, Hof. 11.) Epb=
vaim alfo to go, taking them by their arms. W hen a poor body
hath Chrift a-forming in the heart, he willgendy lead fuch
an one, and deal wonderfully tenderly wirh the perfon. Ye
who comc‘honcﬂl{ to him, may confidently yicld and give
up yourfelves to be his, and guided by him, tho’ ye be
both weak, and know not the way well; if ye can burcaft
a look to him (to.fpeak f0) or be fweetly filent before
him," allowing him to be doing, and to take his own way
with you ; if you lay yourfclves humbly in the duft, and.
wait what he will do to you, he will account that believ~
ing : Tbe Lord is good to them that wait for bim, to the foul
that feeks bim, (aith Feremiab, Lam. 3. 25. To wait om
God's leifure, isa faying much abufed, but it is very good
and commendable here ; /8 is gwod that & man Jbould botb
bope and quietly wait for the [alvatiom of the Lord. Be not
afraid, fincere and exercifed fouls ; I fay, be not afraid,
when he is (as it were) pouring you from veflel to veflcl,
and purting you, for his own holyand wife ends, in fome
confufion, fo that ye know not well_what to do, or to
what hand to turn you; he is wondrous tender of you in
that cafe, and will have a fpecial care that ye mifcarry
not, ' This is a very fweet fubjeé&, if we could fpeak fuit~
ably of ir. Himglf blefsit to you. ‘

Jcrcmiah 50. 0. 4, 5. Going and weeping : Théy fpall
g0, and. feek the Lord their God. S :
Verfe 5. Zhey fba]l ask the avay to Zion, with their faces
thitheraward, faying, Come and let us join our felves to the
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that fball not be forgotten.
SERMON" IIL
T is like, that, atthe ficft reading of. thefe words, ye
I will approve beth the defign that this people have of
: ‘ ' + ebgaging
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