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gently leads them that are with youug: Which not only
faith, that he drives not hard, left chey caft the young ;
but thar, as the nurfe leads the little child ( otherwife than
Jadies ufe.to be led, by a gentle touch of their hand or
arm) by the arm~-holes or by the tugs, when the child
knows not how to go, and cannot ftand on its own feet, even
-fo leadeth he fuch; /taught (faith the Lord, Hof. 11.) Epb=
vaim alfo to go, taking them by their arms. W hen a poor body
hath Chrift a-forming in the heart, he willgendy lead fuch
an one, and deal wonderfully tenderly wirh the perfon. Ye
who comc‘honcﬂl{ to him, may confidently yicld and give
up yourfelves to be his, and guided by him, tho’ ye be
both weak, and know not the way well; if ye can burcaft
a look to him (to.fpeak f0) or be fweetly filent before
him," allowing him to be doing, and to take his own way
with you ; if you lay yourfclves humbly in the duft, and.
wait what he will do to you, he will account that believ~
ing : Tbe Lord is good to them that wait for bim, to the foul
that feeks bim, (aith Feremiab, Lam. 3. 25. To wait om
God's leifure, isa faying much abufed, but it is very good
and commendable here ; /8 is gwod that & man Jbould botb
bope and quietly wait for the [alvatiom of the Lord. Be not
afraid, fincere and exercifed fouls ; I fay, be not afraid,
when he is (as it were) pouring you from veflel to veflcl,
and purting you, for his own holyand wife ends, in fome
confufion, fo that ye know not well_what to do, or to
what hand to turn you; he is wondrous tender of you in
that cafe, and will have a fpecial care that ye mifcarry
not, ' This is a very fweet fubjeé&, if we could fpeak fuit~
ably of ir. Himglf blefsit to you. ‘

Jcrcmiah 50. 0. 4, 5. Going and weeping : Théy fpall
g0, and. feek the Lord their God. S :
Verfe 5. Zhey fba]l ask the avay to Zion, with their faces
thitheraward, faying, Come and let us join our felves to the
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that fball not be forgotten.
SERMON" IIL
T is like, that, atthe ficft reading of. thefe words, ye
I will approve beth the defign that this people have of
: ‘ ' + ebgaging
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engaghwy themfelves to God in covenant, and their
endeavour to have their engagement fo folid and fure, as
it may net be broken any more, but may hold tor ever:

We take it for granted alfo, that ye will judge, that the '

difpofition and frame of ‘foul wherein they are, while

"
5

e

about this great bufinefs, is very becoming and fuitable -

for fuch as have dealt unfaithfully and foully in the cove-
nant of God, and are from the convi&tion thereof firred
. and put upon refolutions to.engage with him of new, and
to cnter again into a covenant with him; we hearcily with
‘that it were a piece of our exercife this night, before,
_our approaching the table of the Lord the next day, to
€ompare the frame and fett of our hearts, with what thefe
‘words- hold forth this.peoples frame and difpofirion to be.
We need not now fpeak to the fcope of the words,. it'
being fo clear, and having been touched at before.  There
‘is here a people prophefied of, who arcto be broughtto

repentance aod covenanting with God in the latter days, -

‘whofe fpiritually goad and defirable frame is defcribed;
They fBall go gveeping and fecking tke Lord, each of them
Rirring up another, having this for their defign, and the
‘language of their hearts, (ome and let us join our felves to
.#be Lord, in a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten.

Thar which we would now fpeak a little ro, is; fewo
generals very much becoming-a people who defign and in-
‘tend to covenant firmly with' God : And feeing it-is at this
‘time, in a more efpecial manner, our profefled defign to
clofe the bargain with him, and, in evidence thereof, are
(if the Lord will) to partake of the fign and feal of the
covenant, as fuppofing it ro be indeed a clofed bargain,
or at lealt thar 1t is feriou(ly defired by us thar it may be
fo; they will not ‘be unfuitable for you tohear and make
-ufe of them, o Vo

The firf genetal ithen is' this, That covemanting with
-God, quben people are in earneft in it, will be a veryiuptaking, .
.exercifing awd weighty bufinefs. ‘This is clear here, if ye
confider how thefe people .goabout this work ; they are
in very good earoeft: And there are feveral evidences of
it; shey are weeping and going ; they arve fecking she Lovd,
asking the way to Zion aith their faces thitherward ; and
every one of them flirring pp another to zgnew the cave-

o : T 77 mpant,
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. for Covenanting with God, 18y
naur, and to caft the knot fo firmly, that it may be 4 per-
petual covenant never to be forgottex, and {uch as may never
loafe or be broken. again. Whence the genetal ig clear,
vz. 'That where people mind in earneft the making up
of a breach betwixt God and them (which is done by
covenanting with him) it will be an exercifing and up~-
taking bufinefs to them, Y e may confider fome fcripturcs
for conﬁrq'zation of this,- which will alfo hold out what it
is; and namely, Mat, 11. 12. Tbe Ringdom of beaves [uf~
fercth violence, and the violent take it by force. The Lord
is fpeaking there of mens making peace with God, thro’
himfclf the Mediarot, by which they are brought to hea-
ven; and he tells, that it is a moft ferious byfine(s, that
will abide them brangling (to fpeak fo) and ufing of vie-
lence ; Luke 13. 25. Stvive to enter in at the fivait gate, for
many will feek, and fball not be able : It is a narrow gate,
and there muft be thronging f,md thrufting to win in at it ;
men will be put to a fort of agony, as the word fignifics,
Confider alfo Pawl’s word, '1 Cor._ 9. 24. So run as ye may
obtain ; infinuating, that there is a fort of runping, where-

" inmen are not in carnefty but indifferent whether they

get the prize or not; and therefore he would have them
making earncft of it, and he propofeth his own pradtice
asan example and .a copy to them, [ therefore vum, net as -
uscertainly; fo fight I, not asone’that beateth the asir: Bus

Lkeep. under my body, and bring it into fubjeltion, loft, thas
by amy means, when 1 bave preached to otbers, I myfelf
Jbould be a caf-away, Thefe are the expreflions of a man,
who is in good earncft in this bufine(s ; and his ferioufoets
therein is propofed to you for a pattern, what way ye
fhould runand fight. Thelike word we have,’ Phil. 3.
13. This one thing I do, ('tis an uptaking work to me) for~
getting shofe things that ave bebind, and veaching forsb to

* thofe things which are before, I prefs towards the mark, for

Ybe prize of the bigh calling of God in Chbrif# Fefus: And,
. 11. If by any meaws (faith he) I might attain snto the
refurreétion of the dead, Every word hath its own weight,
to make it out, thet itis fo hisese thing, that he cares nat
what it coft him, fo be he may obuinit. - :
That which we would fay further on thispoint fhall be
@ word of application, in thefc swe or three Ufes ;,._th;ﬁr}‘
T where-
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whereof ferves for infiruétion. Would ye know what s
required of you, ‘asa direction to duty at this time? And
would ye know if thirgs be right in your prepatarion for
the communion ¥ This may be a mark ro difcern, and a
diretion on the matter ; even to be ferious, and to make
it an uptaking bufinefs, your one thing, to be about i, as
fuch an occafion and work calls.you 1o be. And if ye
fhall ask, Wherein confifts this ferfoufnets and uptaking
exercife, in covenanting with.God ? I fhall fum it up to
you in thefe four, which comprehend it. 1. The man is
taken .Up, in refpeé of exercife in his confcience; con-
viftions become frefh, challenges are put home, he is prick=
ed lefs or more at the very heart ; there is fomerhing wich-
in him that gives him a ¢onfcience-alarm; thar puts in'hisg
hand a hbel, and affures him of an appearance before
God's tribunal: And indeed, unlefs fomething of this be,
men will not be in ‘earncft; and it is clearly implied in
the text: For therc are here fharp challenges, thap
make this people weep, as that extort tears from their
eyes. 2. There isa ferioufnefs in refpect of the work
that it hith en peoples hearts and affe@ions: There
will be a kindling of defires to have covéndnting with
God at a point, with a holy. fear left they mifcarry.in the
doing of 1t; and thefe pur together do much take up the
man, and make him feek after. thorow acquaintance with -
his own fpirit, which he finds to be fo fickle, inconftant
and backﬂidir:r; and thus, apprehending the work ro’
be great and difficule, he is put in-holy fear and jealoufy-
over himfelf, Jé& he marr the matter, and make it WOrI{
with himfelf; as it is faid of godly forrow, 2 Cor, 7. 11,
YW bat cavefulnefs, what fear, wbai indignation, what
" webement defive, what Real, what revenge it wrought in them 3
Now when thefe are tumbling (to fpcak fo) thorow-
other in the mian, and he hath an inward wreftling to have
the work fecured, and is afraid le@ it mifcarry; isit pof=
fible, but he will be ferious and fhuch taken vp? And
thisis alfo implied in the words, Come (fay they) and Iet
a5 join to the Lord in a perpetual covenant : Thereis a de-
fire to have the covenant at a point, and they fear it flip,
while they are cafting the knot ; ‘therefore they fay, Let
is be 4 perperual covemant mever to be forgotten: "Tis good
: s ' : , ¥
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to fesr inthe very time. 3. This ferioufnefs is in'refpett:
of peoples duty : Ft makes them pray, that never prayed’
before to purpofc; it"makes them examine themfelves,
medicate, read and confer, that neves knew before what
it was to be taken up with thofe duties: Therefore we
find this people going and fecking the Lord, and exciting

- one another ; they are put to their fect, and to reaching

forward, fo that they leave nothing undone, whereby
they may attain the end. 4. This ferioufnefs appears in
the manner of their going about duries: There is another’

' edge than was wont to be on their prayers, felf.judging,

and wreftling with God ; they are much like 1o Facob,
they will nor let the Lord go till he bleG them’ they
will ftill wreftle, tho’ it fhould be all the night; they can-
not”find in thetr heart to part with him on any terms:

And (as the word is, //a. 6,.) they fhall fir up themfelves

‘to take bold of bim : They are not only going, but eeeping ;

-they are not for the fathon in the work ; they feck the

Lord, and ftir up one another to do fo. May we then

ask you, Are ye thus in earneft making for the communion ? -

Nay (for this is not all) ate ye thus in earneft about cove-

- panting with. God ? which muft preceed and go before,

if things be right? It were good preparationy to have our

very hearts moving and fluttering (as it were) within us .

to be at this, , :

The fecond Ufe ferveth for ¢;cpg[1ulalion with many thae -

pretend a defire and defign of covenanting with God, and ’
that they would be at heaven, but Ket were never in good
carncft to have things at a peint betwixt God and them,
and to make fure a covenant-intereft in him, The moft
part are, alas! taken up wirh poor, low and infignificant
things, with unneceffary things comparatively: If they-
be fick, they will be in earneft about the means of their

health; if they fuffer any lofs in their eftate,ythey will |

be ferious to have-it made up; if therr credit be impaired,
they will be much concerned ro have it repaired ; they
are carried forth with a fort of bentnefs towards thofe
things: But, ah ! where is there a man or woman, amongft
many, with their faces fowards Zion ina ferious manner,

and with a refolute purpofe, that peace with God, holi- -

‘nefs and hecaven they muft have 2 Here is the grear ﬂqr
. . an

.
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and ftand:” And is it poffible, think . ye, that ye can have
Ppeace in your going abeut duty, while ye-are not ferious,-:
nor firive to win in at the flrait géte, when ye' execcife

. mot yourfelves to godlinefs, when ye neyer (tofpeak fo)

* «caft your coat, nor ftrip yourfelves naked, as it were (as
the word, 1 Tim. 4. 7. fignifies) for that ' great work ;i
when ye do.not run and wreftle, as thofe. who mind ta
obtain,” but are inrangled in the things of the world, and.
languith with lazinefs in ever'y thing that'is {pirirually and- .
truly poad ? How few are there undet much exercife -a- -
bout tiie cafe of their fouls, afraid left they mifs the mark ~

-and prize; with jealoufy over themfelves, left they mi(-
take the way to heaven ? How few aré there, who have it
for their one thing, to be fiemly joined tothe Lordina |
perpeval covenant ? *Tis my fear, that, amongft .all the |
great number that are here, there be but very few ta be
found who are in earneft in this great: bufinefs. I thall
hint at a few forts, that: are not in earneft. 1f; Such .
who are very ferious to be at the external ordinance of
the communion, and who will, it may be, take it ill if .
they be kecp back from it, who yet never troubled
themfclves, nor were ferioufly taken up with covenanting
- with God, and with the fludy of holivefs in all manner of”

-. oconverfation, or how to ¢ome by the-enjoyment..of his .
fpecial and gracious prefence ; they can be year and day, |
may many years, without it, and never mifs ir, nor be |
troubled with the want of 1r: Alas! itis not feriouflnefs
to he at the communion, without this, whieh will profic. |
you ; and cven ye thatare pot admitted to the commu-

. nion, sre talled to this, A 24 fort are fuch as are ina.
different in all religious concerns; they care not-far the
comgpunion, and would not be very defirous of it, if it
were not a fhame to them, and fome refleétion on'them,
to be debarred from it; they think, thar whatever in rea
ligion goeth. beyond their jog, is but precifenefs, nicegefs,

* vanity, eonceit and fancy; fuch never knew what it was
to be troubled with doubting or tentations about their
fouls ftate, or the truth and reality of their grace, nor
what it was to be under any exercife of confcience on
the ‘account of much fin and guilr; nay, they are glad
aud can boaft-themftlves that they were never undcr{any
L , © " fuch

\
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foch ferious exercife. A 3d fort is of fuch, whoare very
¢ivil in their carriage, but they have no more; and, if
heaven may be had with céremonics and faic fathiops,
they will be in it as foon as any ; but they cannot endure
to be-at pains beyond their ordinary, to take hold of i,
to do vialence to their own negligence, to take the king.-

. dom of heaven by force, nor in the leaft to amend their
pace, and to be ferious, come of it what may: Thefe .
are a dangerous company ; they have commanigated many-
years, and were never debarred, and fo think thac all 1s
well with them, and that they may fic fill and be at peace.

I thall only fay to fuch, that that was not David’s way,

nor Paui’s way, not the way of any of the («nts, nor the
way that Chrift commended to his bearers ; and, I trow,-

he will not chalk out another way to you, nor take you 0

heaven in a way by yourf:lves, or ina way of your own :,

O be not deceived, for God will not be mocked.: A 46

fert are thofe, who have been ordering and difpatching
their.external bufirefles, fo as they may win to the com=
munion without diftraction by them ; but they have taken -
little oc no pains at all to put their hearts in order; litde
or notime in {ecrer betwixt“God and them, to exainine
and try, whether matters, asvo their fouls ftare andframe, -
be right, clear and diftin@ : "Tis the alone dire&ion thae
the apoftle gives, 1 Cor, 11. 28. Lot 4 man examine . bimse '
[eif, and (o et bim: eat; that's a ferious man, who puts ~
himfelf to that comprehenfive and. uptaking exercife in
carneft, who proves himfelf, if he be in the faith ; whofe
heart  fmites him that he hath not tuken as much time in
fecrer, as he hath done in coming to u preaching. It may

- be, many have come four or five miles to a. preparation-
fermon, who yer never ferioufly once looked within them-
felves to fee how matters ftood betwint God and them: O
fud, lamentable, and fouleruining negleét? -

The third Ufe ferves for exbortation: And let me extort,
befeech, and obteft you, to .fludy to be in good earpeft in
this bufinefs ; Belicve it, the bufline(s of covenanting with
God, fo as, from this time forth, ye-may have it made
fare and clear that ye are God’s, and that Gdd is yours,*
is a thing of greateft concernment ; and infinitely-greater,
than if kings, and fuch .as arc. called prote&tors, were.

- L _fending
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fcﬁdin ambaffudors to treat with you ahout making you
cat in the world. To prefsthis a little, let me ask you,

1o the 1/ place, What think ye will come of it, if the
! covenant be not made ficker betwixt God and you? Ye
will moft certainly live and ly fiM, yea even die firangers
to God, ‘liable to his curfe and wtath ready to be infi&-
ed on you: Q lay this to heart, if ye believe that God
*will call you all to a reckoning, and that he will fay to
fach of you as are not in covenant with him, Depart from
me, [ nevee knew you. Yea, fuppofc there were not fuch
great ground of fear as to thar, as indeed there is; Can
ye promife to yourfelves God’s hearing. any of your .
prayers, the performauce of any promife, or the accept-
ing of dany duty off your hand as fervice to him, rill ye

be in covenant with the Lord ? And think ye nothing or

‘but little of this ? 2dly, Confider the great prejudice chat
follows on not covenanting with God, and that will attend ’
many in the vifible Church ; Many (faith the Lord, Luke
13.) will feek to enter, who fball ot be able. The folid

faith of this would make many congregations to tremble ;

for- 'tis not only many prophane perfons, bur ‘many of
them that countenancte ordinances, yca many of them that
have preached and prayed to -the edification of others,
and many of them who have heard Chrift preach in. their
ftreets, and who have coutenanced faithful minifters, and
furthered the work of God, and who have had indigna«

" tion ar others that did not fo, ‘who will not be able to enter.

. This word, with that other which we have, P/fal; 8.
34. where there is fuch a feeming ferfoufne(s, and ‘pere

- fonating of many graces of the Spirit, and yer neverthe-’
lefs it is but a flattering of God awith she mowth, and a lying
40 bim with the tongue (which is a very rife and common

. thing amongft profeffors, amongft fuch as profefs covenant-

ing with God) fhould put vsin fear. And, gdly, Confider
this, that ye have naturatly fuch hearts as others have,
that are ready to' beguile you, and to backflide and flip
‘but from God ; and, are not thefe beguiles and difap«
pointments of others written for our warning and adver-
tifement 2 And if any of you fhould fay, We hope there

. is no fuch ground of fear as to us, that’s but a bewray-

ing of yaur ignorance and fenflefnefs; for thofe who
: : ;o arg
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are beft acquainted with their own hearts, will tell 'you
that it is a ticklith and difficalt bufinefs to deal truly and
throughly with God: Do ye¢ not know, that many rake
a counterfeir for ‘grace ? And were ye not hearing lately,
that'many hypotrites have perfonated almoft (if there be

‘need to fay, almoft) every grace ? Surcly many of you will

find it truc onc day, that tbe bears is deceitful above all
things, and defpevately wicked ; and that ye have erred and
played the fool egregioufly, and in nothing more than in
trofting your own hearts: For, faith the wife man, He

3bat trufts bis owm beart is a fool. 4tbly, Confider, that

itis now come to a nick and pinch with yau, thar either
e mit clofe the covenant with God, or put yourfelves
her under his curfe, and eat and drink damnation to
yourfelves; becaufe ye have miskent God’s covenant,
and flighted covenanting with him, and fo have come as
enemies to his table, without makiog your friendthip with
him : We declare to you, that, ere the morrow at this

* time, many of you will either have a hit or a mifs of the

greareft barﬁain and of the greateft concernment that ever
was' made betwixt parties; and although ye' fhouldnot
eternally intapacitate -yourfelves for covenanting with
God, which many may do, and bring themfelves under
fuch a fad fentence, that they fhall never henceforth be
quickned nor awakned any more ; yet ye may make your
bands ftronger, and may make the bufinefs of your cove-
nanting with Ged far more difficalt to yourfelves, than now
it might be, . -

‘T'he fecond general obfervation is this, That a foft, sender
and melting beart is a good and_ [uitable frame for covenant=
ing with God. Would ye then know what is a fit frame for
covenanting with God ? It is even this, a heart-melting
frame : They /ball go, weeping as they go ; they have much
ferioufnefs, inward ftir and warmnefs of heart, and that -
makes ® to melt, and (as it were) flow down before the

-Lord: This is according to what we have, Zech. 12. 10,

Iwill (faith the Lord) poisr upon the houfeof David, and
on the inbabtants of Ferufalem, the Spirit of grace and fup-
plications ; and they [ball ok 'to bim ewhom they bave pierced,
and fball ‘mourn, and be in bitterne(s as ome is for bis firfe-

way-

v
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away to Zion with their faces thitberward, and about to
enter in covenant, they are mourning : Heénce, If1. 44. 3,
4, 5 and clfewhere, even almok wherever entring into
or rencwing of the. covenant with God is fpoken of, the
eut-pouring.of the Spirit is fpoken of alfo ; a porving ewater
on biws that is thirfly, and floods on the dry’ ground ; bringing
vivers out of rocks, &c, for preparing. 2 people for the
~Lord- And thiy will be the more: clear, if we confidery
that foftnefs and mehting of heart gives a-man a right im~
reflion of himfelf, and a right impreffion of God and of
is free F‘raqe and gooaniefs ; and it makes the man to be-
come.foldirg, tra&table, pliant and.-yielding to God, and
alfp makes way for much fpiritual fenfe and-comfort, and
for God’s refrefhful manifeRing ot himfelf to the foul that’
is fo pliablc and tender: Tbus the Lard faith, Hof. 2. 14.
J-will alleve ber, and bring ber o the wildernefs, and fpeak
‘comfortably to ber, or to ber beart, as the word is; allsring
~ fpeaks pliablenefs, and that hath God’s comfortable fpcak-
ing to the hears following on it. : o

he, firft Ufe of this point ferves to give you another
smark for trial, if things be right and in good cafe with
you, for covgnasting with God : And, as the upfhor of
all, to commend. fuch a defirable frame as this to you.
Would yé know then further, what 'is a right" frame for
‘covenanting with God ? Here it is, even to have a heart-
melting within, to ‘have a foft, tender and mournful dif-
pofitien of foul. And, would ys know what thisis ? We
think, rhat from the words it may be ‘gathered to confift
4n thefe fiveor fx things that concur to it. y. There
-are fome pricking challenges for fin and wrongs done to
" ‘God : They. bumbly acknowledge, take with, and are
:made fenfible of thefe. 2. There is fome miffing and
fenfiblenefs of the waht of God’s prefence, and of the

. ~want of communion and fellowfhip with him : They know
‘not, well where he is, but ‘they are asking after him.
3. There is an ardent afle@ion and ferious defire to be at

“him and in covenant with him,, a heart filled with love to -

God, whereby it is foftned and made to flow down, as
.wax by the fire is melred, and the hardeft iron made foft.
4. There isa holy fear and carefulnefs, whercby the heart
:is kept from growing cold and indifferent as to ‘bi:l con-
e - _dition
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dition, and from fertling and. fitting down in it; fuch a
fear and ctrembling as old £V bad, 1 Sam. 4. for the ark,
whereby he was kept in a fright : Here is going and weep
ing, with a holy fear left the covenant be again broken.
5.- There isa felf-lothing, kindly humiliation and exercife
of repentance, which efpecially appears in this weeping ;
when ferious looking into the perfon’s own condition fo

_affe@s the heart, as it flows,seither in tears without, and
in fighs and grones within, or in the latter without the
former. Thereisa holy indifferency as to their external
lot, and an abfolute fubmiflivenefs to the will of God, to
be dealt with and difpofed upon as himfelf chinks fic : If
fo be they be admitted into a covenant with him, they
-are fweetly fubmiffive to theterms, let God do with them
what he will : they know it will be well, if they ger once
' within the bond of his covenant ; and that it will never
. -be well with them, if they be without ir. Tho® this be
fomewhat general, yet it will be Yound to be a near, yes,
anarrow trial, If fofmefs of heart befpeak a good frame
and fit for covenanting with God ; ah ! where isit? The
little heart-foftnefs that is amongft us, is one of the:neck-
breaks of religion, and mars our growth exceedingly.
What fhall we fay or think of our condition, when we
call to remembrance the feckers of God of old, who ewatered
their couches awith tears, and made their beds to fawim ; who
mingled their drink with tears, and their meat with weep-
ing 2 O! whatis become of that now ? or, what religion -
is this that we have in thefe days, in comparifon of that
which they had, who were fo ferious and fo much affeéted
and heart-wrought with their religion, when we are fo
chill-cold and frozen, when our hearts are fcarce kindly
warmed, much lefs foftned and melted ? It is no wonder
there be much lamenting for the want of fenft and life,
when there is fo much heart-hardnefs, the contrary of this
heart-melting foftnefs. .
But it may be asked here, How comgs it to pafs, that
the people of God are now fo unlike that which God’s
people were wont to be; fo little foftned, contrite, and -
melted ? I fpeak not of external weeping and thedding of
tears ; for there may be much of that, where the heart
is but little fofgped, tho’ not ordinmarily : ‘Often, when the .
: . " Na . o heart
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heart is inwardly melted, external weeping in fome mea=
fure follows, tho® the one of thefe may be and #s fome= *

. times witflout the other : Neither do I'fpeak of that foft-
‘mefs which is peculiarly requifite for the communion ;

but of that which is called for in our ordinary walk, to
make us folding, vielding, and pliable to God, ready to

“receive any impreffion that he will pleafe to ftamp on us =
~What (I fay) can be the caufes of the want of this, or

that we are not in it as God’s people were wont to be ? I
anfwer, 1. It may'be, that profeffors now have much more
conceit of their profeffion, and content themfclves better
with the form, and with the gofpel’s being clearer now
than it wasin former days: and God refifis the proud, yea,
even pride in the godly.” Trembling, and fuch other evi-
dences of tendernefs in feveral of thofe faints mentioned
in the fcripture, ere not much to be found with us ; we
are, alas! very unlike them: A fharp word from God . .
would have made the ftrongeft of them to tremble ; nay,
the godly are fevergl times in the old teftament defcribed
to be tremblers at the word ; but we, very generally, are
bolftered .up, in a manner, with much flout-heartednefs
and felf-coriceit, as if we were above challenges, fearsy, |
doubtings, and puzzling cafesof confcience: David, Fob,
Paul, and others of the faints, who had not fuch ground

. for that fort of exercife, as moft of us have, may I not
. fay, as all of us have ? yet were more in it than we.

‘Whenee this comes, were worthy of our ferious enquiry :
*Tis probable.that pride and feif-conceit havé much in-

. fluente nponit. 2. We fear that Chriftians now-a-days

have -much hetaken themfelves to the external deckings
and adornings of religion, with negle&, in part at leal?,
and to the prejudice of religion itfelf, « of the foul and. -
fubftance of it: The godly of old were fingle and; plain
in religion, (as Facob 1s called & plain man) and taken up
with the power of godlinefs; but many now are fo muéﬁ
taken with gifts, and are fo fond of them, that a covénant-

_intereft,. felf-denial, mortification and the like, take them

up the lefs. Many of you are at more labour and pain

- to hold up a name, than to mortify fuch a luft as is a felf-

fecking hamour, or ‘te have matters thorow and clear

berwixt God and you. 3. They made more and greater

accouut
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account of communion with God than we do; feckng .
afrer it was a thing they were taken up with, which new,
alas ! is much negle@ed : Becaufe we hear that oar falva-
tion doth not depend fimply on intimate and familiar fel-
lowfhip with God, we arg the lefs careful and folicitous
about 1t ; whereas, of old, the want of it made them fick
of love, as the Spoufe is, Cant, 5. And what longing, faint-
. ing and out-crying is there for it, Pfal 42 7 It wus a
rifon to them, to be in a palace wanting Gud'\i company.

t g‘his is a main ching that foftens *peoples hearts, even to
. have the Lord manifefting himfelf, to have the light of
i his countenance lifted up, afd the beams of his love and

»  good-will fhining warm on us : Téo much fecking of great -
! things for ourfelves, for grandeur or greawmefs in the world,
-4 - in making godlinefs fomeway to/be gain, and counting

“ . gain (as it were) to be godlincts ; alas ! it is not much
our care to have vi€tory over the world, and thar it may
'Ihave lirtle of our heart, and Chrift much of it: 'Tis not

] the defign that we drive with fuitable vigour, even to be

‘] 'heavenly-minded, and to bruik a fdft heart ; Love not tbe
world (faith the apottle, 1 Fobn 2. 15.) nor the things of
the world ; for whofo lovetb the world, the love of the Fatber
is mct in'bim, They fo far overcame the world, that they
Juffered jo, fully the fpoiling of their geods, knowirg in them=

" felves, they bad a better and an enduring [ubfiance in bea=

! wen ; as it is, Heb. 10. 34. But the wicked, and men of
the world, Baving what beart can wifb, even waters of @
Sfull cup ave wrung cut to them ; God's people turn in thither,
and will needs effay and try the comfo-ts of a prefenc
world, what fatisfattion they can yield them, as we may

‘ fee Solomod did, to his grear prejudice ; for the things of

© . the world in a great meafure gor the upper hand of him,

2 and that after the Lord bad appeared tobim twice. ' It were

: 'good, and much to be wifhed, that many of.you did efpy

4 this ejil in yourfelves: The fcripture infifts muach init,
as that which ‘mens "hearts are manly 'carried out after ;
and yet we can get nonc almoft convinced of it: Men
will be got convinced 6f grofs our-braaking evils; but of -
this evil the molt earthly-minded worms cannort be gorten
coovinced: Nay, even good - people are hardly - got
“conviriced of it ; bur ye are not in the lefs hazard of 1t:

N 3 . And
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" And we wot well, ‘tis'a plague in the generation that we
Jive in, 'and hath much defaced religion as to its beauty,
in the face of the converfation of many ; "ah! how much
are they, in this, conform to the world ! and how la-
mentabiy littde behave they like pilgrims and firangers in
." it, as the faints did of old I* Lo
As a fecond Ufe of this point, We have ground here to
commend 10 you the ftudy of a fbul-fixing and faftning con=
dition : As ye would not make an unfure bargain with God,
endeavour to have this foftnefs and melting of heare.
This thing is that which makes a man to fit aloné; and to
. Reep filence before God, Lam. 3. 27. and fo to be in a
polture of meeting and covenanting with him : Such of
zou as know nothing of this, and are not afraid of being
ard, cold and dead at fuch an occafion, are in imminent
hazard of lofing a good bargain ; and wo to fecurity and
hardnefs, that hath that as the fruit of it, And, in the
by, we may fay, that there is a wo_abiding many of you,
who have no ferious thoughts of this frame, and efpecial-

ly at fuch atime : Therefore let me exhort you to com-

fe yourfelves, as having to do with God, aud as hav-
ing God's love and favour, and his hatred and wrath laid
. together in the balance, and as having life and death fet
before you; and ferioufly to feck after fuch a foft and
tendér frame of foul, that fits for covenanting, for reneww
ing the covenant, and for comfortable communicating.

But fome may objel# and fay, It is very fad, if this be

peremptory, that perfons who would rightly renew their

covenant, and communicate, muft be in a {oft and melt-
ing frame. ' Anfw. *Tis ufeful, and ’ris needful : Nay, in

fome meafure ’us fimply neceflary, Whar fhall we then

do that want it 2 'For anfwer, I wifh many were asking
the queftion; from ferious minding, prizing and longing
after the thing: For the want of foftnefs proceeds often
from this, ghat we do not ferioufly mind it ; otherwife,
the want of it would much affe& and affié} us, and would
put us to ask afrer it, and God would not fail to give them
direétion that were thus asking the way to Zum.  Yet, for
your help in this matter, I would fay thefe three awords,
1. Once take a view of your cafe, and labour mdhalvc é:
' o0 - diftin
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diftin@ look of it; whar luits are up, what challenges
may be tabled, and keep a good count of them. 2. En-
deavour to have faith in excrcife on God’s covenant and
rromifcs, and be fure that the promife is ficker that ye
ay hold on, and fee that ye make ufe of it according ro
the covehant ; which is dohe, when with your fouls ye
take hold of it : And that is not, nor fhall not be recko-
med prefumption, when ye befhir yourfelves from ghe faith
.of God's covenant and promifes, laying the weight of that
:which ye would be- at on the promife, cleaving thereto
for attaining of it; and in time, thro’ Gpd’s bl:fling,- your
unfuitablenefs fhall piece-mail wear away, .and ye fhall
deconre tender : And apy bit of foftnels -gnd rendernefs
-that ye win at, cherith and watch over it. 3. Make this
-a. particular errand to God, having your eye on the cove-
mant of promifés, and -on this promife in.ic in particular,
.and on.other promifes of this nature and to this purpofe,
-as, concerning.taking away the flony beart, and giving &

-beart of fleps ; of giving 'you 4 pew beart ; of making yow

B i ey

:20 lothe yourfelves for all your abomimations; apprehending,
receiving and clofing with Chriftin the covenant, for at-
-taining of it as a fruit of his purchafe : For it is not got=
‘ten but in the ‘covenant ; and therefore is remarkable
:that this feripture is fet down promife-wife, Tbey Jbail
.come, the children of Ifrael and the children of Fudak to-

getber : Your beavenly Fatber, who knows that ye bave need ’

‘of this sbing (as it is, Matth, ‘6. 32.) will give bis boly .

Spirit tb them that ask bim, as it is, Luke 11.13. And ye
would credit and truft him with the performing of that

romife to you: And, endeavouring to be ferious in hav-
ang this far your task and work, ye fhall find it made
.good for you and- to you.
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Jeremiah 50. v, §,——— Come and let us join ourfelves
to the Lord, in & perpetual covanant that fball not be forgotten,

. SERMON IV.

T jsa moft defirable defign, and worthy to be driven
vigoroufly by us all, to the prefecution whereof it
- N4 - : would
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