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“be deéarly welcome. "As many as come humbly lothing
" themfglves, wondring at the free grace of God, and
- highly efteeming of ‘precious and lovely Jetus, and ad-
venturing to hazard their fouls on him on his own terms,
and to take him for their Husband and Lord; it fhall not
be accounted prefomprion in them fo to do: Nay (as it is,
 Cant. 3.) Tbe bottom of bis chariot is paved wr‘X; love, and
®tis for the daughbters f Ferufalem; it is made for carrying
and keeping, believers, Leap hither (if I may fpeak fo)
“and ye will fallfoft, into a fweetly perfumed and foft bed,
“even in the arms of Chrift, There was never a carpet,
pever a feather or doun-bed fo foft as that is; only come
and ca yourfelves over on it, Tho' ye think thar ye
cannot apprehend and take hold: of him, 'he can and wall
apprehend and take hold of you; and he is fo very ten-
. der-hearted, that he will kifs you, and even weep over
you for joy (as it were) on your neck: And 1f ye have
"flo garments, \rinﬁs or jewels c((;o fpeak fo) to adorn you,
he will give thefe to you. me forward then, come,
O! come, and let it be a day of covenanting with him:
And, in fign and token thercof, give up your names to
.him; and, for confirmation, take the feal of his covenant,
" the facrament with your hand, and blefs him with your
heart, that fo hcartiﬁy' welcomes you : ,And the blefling of
:God fhall come upon you that come on thefe terms.™

A R U S

. A Sermon preached after the Communion,

-On Philip. 1. 27. Osly let your converfation be as it becometh
the gofpel of Chriff. ‘ .

'Y YHERE are two great works that the minifters of
the gafpel have to do: One is to engage people to

Chrift, and to perfwade them to reccive him and

clofe with him; the other is to induce them to walk worthy

- of him,, Col. 2. 6.. As ye bave (faith the apoftle). received
Chrift Jefus the Lord, fo walk ye in bim. Paul, thro® the
hand of the Lord with him, had engaged the Pbilippians to

- clofe with Chrift, and, as it were, to ¢onclude the contract
. . betwixt him aod them; and now, being aged and in
R T A prifon,
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prifon, and not kiowing cerrainly if ever he fhall fee them
Bgain, he commends this ro them ira fpecial manper,
whether he fee them or be ahfent from them, that only”
they cwould let thewr converfation be as becometh the gofpel of
Chrifi : As if he had faid, Ye are privileged wirh the
gofpel, and have embraced it, and are eminent in the '

- profeflion thereof ; ler me thercfore beg this of you, that

your - converfation may be anfwerable roit  The adverb,
only, intimates to them, that this was (o necefliry and of*
fo great concernment, that' in a manner it was their one
hing they had to do, in comparifon of which, in'a man-
ner, they had no other thirg elfe to do, whether he were
prefent or abfenr; this, in fome refpe, is all that he re-
quires of them: And the argument whereby he preffeth
it is, that aubether be come to them or not, be may bear of
their «ffaivs; and that he defires and expé&@s, whether he
be ac liberty, or in prifon and bonds, that they will thus
efpecially rteftify their refpe to him; which would be
.more refrething and ‘acceprable to him, than their com-
municating to him in his affliction, beyond all the reft of
the Churches, was, and for which he commends them,
Chap. 4. And in the clofe of the verfe he inflanceth rao |
rriculars, wherein he would have their converfation fuit-
ing the gofpel; or tewo qualifications of a.gofpel-conver-
fation and walk : One is, Unity, that they fand faft in one
fpirit :  Another is, Pyrity in the faith, that with one mind
bey firive togetber for the faith of the gofpel. o
The firft qualification is, joint and united ftayedoefs and

- fiedfaftnefs, that they be not flecting and- wavering to and

fro, eafily disjointed and divided one from another, as ma=
ny light profcflors are: And the fecond -is, that 'they be .
ftudious in and ftriving for the purity of the do&rine’ of .
faith, and ferious in the praétice and exercife of faith ;
defirable and excellent qualifications of a Chriftian, viz.
purity, folidity, and ferioufnefs in religion.

We fhall at this time fpeak of the exhortation, Osly ket
your canverfation be as becometb the gofpel of Chriff, Where,
by converfation, we underftand the whele of a man’s car-
riage and walk towards and before God and men ; and b
the gofpel, the whole dotrine thereof, as it refpeéls faith
and manners or practice; but here more.cfpecially, as'ic

. re-
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relpedls faith in Chriff, both, as it is oppofed to Heathexifm, |
and s "tis oppofed to rhe Jaw or covenant of works: To |
walk then as becomerhthe gofpel, is to walk anfwerably |
and fuitably to jt, and in the whole of their carriage ard |
.deporrment to make a manifeft difference to appear betwixt |
‘themfelves and all other perfons, . as they are?igniﬁcd, and

- as the gofpel requireth.” '
~The point of dofrine, to which we would fpeak from
thefe words, and which lieth obvioufly in them, is, That

. #hey who are privileged swith the gofpel, ought ferioufly to endes- |
Sour, and to make it thoir great bufinefs, to bave their conver-
Jation fuitable to, and becoming the fame. 'This is fome way |
the ame 1bing required of all the hearers of the gofpel, of |
all that are baptized in the name of Chrift. We need not |
ﬂ:gy b the proof and reafons of i, and the lefs, that none |
will dare down.right .10 deny it, and that the reafons are
fo nhvinys, '

There 'are thyee Ufes of it, that we would fpeak a litle
to: The firf is for infiru@ion, to teach us our duty: The |
Jecond is of regret and expoftulation, that the profeffors of
the gofpel, and of the name of Chrift, Thould. be fo ur- |
Like and unanfwerable to it: The third is of exbortation to
‘this fo very neceflary and fo much called-for 2 dury, a |
the compend. of all duties, which we would prefs and fet |
bome by fame confiderations drawn frem the neceffity and |
.advantage of it " o ‘

As for the £, 1 think T may fay, that, if ye had the
~apoftie Paul preaching 1o you who have been commauni-
cants yeflerday, this would be the great duty which he
wou'd enforce pon you, Only let your converfation be as it
becornes tbe gofpel of Chriff. Ye will readily fay, What is
that 2 I confefs *ns hard to tell, "tis fo very marrowy and
comyprerenfive ; but it will be as hard to Fra&il'c it, and
-pgrear deal harder. O thar we were all breathing and
rrcﬂing ferioufly and hard after it ! However, we fhall
- 4o the firfi place, and in the general, defire you to confi-
der thefe icw feriptures that held it out, -as nameély, Luke
¥ 74, 75 2Cor. 7.1, Tut, 2.10,11, 12 1 Pes. 1. 15
Philip. 3. 2. ;- T - .

More particularly, from other fceiptures ye may takeit
ppin thefé; or, if we read and c_on(idcf ths gofpel a‘rlg:;;.
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. we will find thele five things in it, which réquire 2 walk -,
.- fuitable, or a walk with refpet to them, and fuch a walk
.. becomes the gofpel. 1. In the fubftance of it, our bleffed
.. Lord Jefus is (as it were) the sext on whom the gofpelis 3
. noable commentary ; and whar he did, and how he fuffe~
., 1ed, is propoted as a fair copy for us to write after, in all
* things wherein he is fet forth to us as a Pattern for ovr imie
. tation, 2. That from whence the gofpel comes, and which
; givesititsrife, even the love of the Father, and of the Son,
., and of the Holy Ghoft, in whofe blefled breaft it bred ; and
. 10 wald as it becomes the gofpel, is to. walk {uitably ro that
, Jove. 3. To walk as becomes she gofpel, is to walk fuitably
. tothe great offers of it, and to the promifes contain:d in i,
.. the exceeding great and precious promifes, whereby we are wiade
. partakers of the diviste nature ; to walk fuitably to all the ex.
, ccllent things, the fublimely fpiritual and divire -things
promifed. 4. It is to walk fuitably to the commands and
. directions of the gofpel, in reference to all duties : Having
« therefore (faith the apoftle, 2 Cor, 7. 1,) thefe promifes, let us
. cleanfe yourfelves from &)l fiitbive[s of the flefv and fpirit, per= |
. felting boline[s in the fear of God, 5. It is to walk anfwerw
. ably ro the obligations which the gofpel lays on us, and to
the confolations that flow from it to us. If then we would-
walk as beconies the gofpel of Chrift, we muft have a due
. 0e{peé unto all thefe. < :
*If it fhould be enquired, What is it to have a refpe& to.
. thefein our walk ¥ We anfwer, It fuppofeth and includeth
. thefe things. 1. A likencfs and conformity ; that what is
. called for in the matter of duty, or otfered in the promife,
we ftudy to be like it : He ail (faith theapoftle, 2 Cor. 3.
. 18.) bebolding as in a glafs, the glory of the Lovd, are chan-
. 8ed into the fame image, from glory to ghory, as by the Spirit of
the Lovd, 2, Our fuffering none of thefe thingsto ly by us
unimproved, and our endeavouring to make the right ufe
of them ; to fuffer none of the promifes relating to juftificas
tion, fanétification,, or any other fpiritual privilege and be,
vefit to bé ufelefs, but to be laying due weight on each of
them: And more efpecially, to be.making right ufe of
Chrift the Mediator, in whom all the promifes. ave yea and
amen ; (for certainly they neither walk as it becomes the
gofpel, nor are worthy of it, who make no ufe of him) l:g
i a " e
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" be making right ufe of the ordinances, ‘word and facras
ments, and of all appointed means of edificarion, publick,
private and fecret; and to be making righr ufe of the com~
forts of the gofpel, whereof there is thro” Chrifta very large
and liberal aﬁ:wancc on Chriftians, 3. It includes our
delighting ourfelves in the gofpel, our endeavouring ro be
cheerful, to bet cheered and made glad by the good things
in it, A heartlefs, drooping and difcoutaging life and
walk is very unbecoming the gofpel of (‘.hriﬁ
" We may, in a word, briefly fum up a Chriftiani’s conver-
" fation as becometh the gofpel, in thefe three; 1, That hg
.thine in his converfation, fo as he may adorn the gofpel.
2. That heimprove, by the exercife of faith, the promi-
fes of ir. 3. That he endeavour to live on the comforts
of it, and ro live in the hope and expe&ation of the coms
fort and refrefhing from the prefence of the Lord, and
the fulnefs of joys therein, that are cofing. Somewhat
of all thefe three is touched in thofe words, A8s9. 31.
, Tben the Churches bad veft, gnd weve edified, and walking
in the fiar of the Lord, and Ifl the comfort of the Holy Ghofiy
awerve multiplied : They walked in'the fear of God, in're-
fpc& of their praétice; and, in refpe@ of their faith,
they walked in the comfort of the Holy Gboft ; and they were
“edified, grew and increafed, not only in refpe@ of their
number, but as to their fpiritual ftate and ftarure: And
thus, the peace of God, which paffeth underflanding, guar-
ded their munds and bearty through Chrift Fefus. i
Or ye may look on the gofpel as calling for thefe zave

things, in our external and vifi le converfation; 1. /That -

none get apy occafion by our walk to reproach the gofpel;
That none may have it, or any juft ground given by us,
10 fay, Take upfuch a profeflor of the-gofpel. O what

rejudice to the profeflion of the gofpel, is done this way,
gyvthe untender walk of many of its profeflars! 2. Itis
to walk fo, asour carriage may he a commendation’ to
the gofpel, and an ornament ro the profkflion of it: T‘hat,
nor only reproachers may be athamed, -who falfly accufe
our good corverfation ; but, by beholding of it, they may
be mude to glorify God : Thar we may fhine as lights, by
our blamelefs walk; fo holding forth the word of lite
(being praétical preachers) by our convincing and\edifyv.
o , ’ g
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_ ing carriage, in our feveral capacities, callings, flations

and relations; that they who are.not “won by the word,
may be won tp the love of Chrift, and of holinefs, by odr

* exemplary converfation, and by the humble, tender and

confcientious-difcharge ‘of the duties of thofe callings and
relations ; the husband being kind, ard the wife tra&able,
child arid fervant obcdieg(, &c, Excellent dirc&ions to
this purpofe are given the apoftles, and particularl
by Papul g::d I"«‘:ter,g in thci’:" zpiﬁlcﬁo : P v’ Y
. More particularly (which will yet be but fomewhat ge-
ncral) we may confider the gofpel, 1. As it holds forth -
and calls for holinefs, and fo, for a holy and sgofpel-be.
coming converfation. And, 2. We would take a view of
the nature of this holinefs. '

Furfl, The gofpel calls for holinefs in a fixfold extent;
a, failing or deteét in any of which, makes a converfation,
in fo far, to be unbecoming the gofpel. 1. It calls for
holinefs in refpeét of all forts of duties; Be ye boly (faith
Peter, 1 Pet, 1. 15.) in all mapnéy of converfation, as. God
is boly ; in profperity and adverfity ; in religious, in moa.
ral, and in natural actions ; For it is eritten, Be ye boly,
for I am boly, ~2. Tt is extended univerfally to al particu -
lar and individual duties and aéions of all thofe forts; it
reacheth all manner of converfation. The divinely infpi-

“red feriptures inftrut the man of God, how he may be

‘made perfet in every good work ; as itis, 2 Tim. 3. And"
a failing in_thought, word or deed, is unbecoming the
gofpel. 3. Itis extended in rcfﬁe& of the fubj&t, viz.
the whole man, and preflcth that he be fan&ificd through-
out: So, 1 Theff. 5. 23. the apoftle prays, The God of peace.
Jattifie you wholly ; and I pray God, your whole [pit, foul
and hody, be preferved blamelefs. And, 2 Cor. 3. 1. it puts
to clearfe from all filth of the flelb and fpirit : It requires
that the judgment be kept found, and that no error or un~
truth be admitted by it ; that the mind be fober, and free _
from any finful diftemper; that the affedfiors be fan&ifiedly
regular, and that they debord not ; that the ewill be ftraight,
and brought up to the ftraight rule of obedience ; and that -
the confeience be kept tender, that it be neither darkned nor.
impurc:' That the menmbers of the body be yiclded asﬂin-
. N Il
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' framents unto righteoufnefs. 4 It is extended to holi-
mef5, in refpeft of all capacities, callings, {tations and re«
lattons; of husbands and wives, of mafters and fervanrs,
of parents and children ; as the apoftle Paul heartily and
frequently doth in his epifties, namely, Col. 3. & 4. Epb. 5.
& 6. Tit. 2. where he prefles it upon fervants by this ar-
gument, That the dofkrine of God may be adorred ; and on
wives by this, That the doffriné of God may not be blafpbe-
med ; and on all thus, That the grace of God bath appes red:
- #n the gofpel, (for that very.end.) 5. ltisextended in re-
"' fpetof all timesand places. . 1 Cor, 15. wit. we are com-
manded always to abound in the work of the Lord; in the
whole tra& of our converfation, at home and abroad, in
fecret and publick, in profperity and adverfity. 6. *TFis'
axtended to, and requireth perfe@ holinefs, holinefs ar the
higheft pitch: So, Aatth, 5. Be ye perfeét, as your beavenly
Futber is perfelt ; And, 1 Pet. 1. 15. Be ye boly in all manney
converfation, as God that calleth you is boly : To be atexa& -
holinefs, even to have it peMe& in refpect of degree, in
our defign, defire and endeavour ; fo be purifying onrfelves,
even as be is pure (a8 it is, 1 Fobn 3. 3.) having him for
. our Partern, oo o :
It any fhould here obje&, and fay, To look on the gof='
pel thus, as carving out a Chriftian’s duty and walk fo very
cxactly, in this extent and at this pitch, makes it appear’
‘ to be very ftri&, and to differ little or nothing from the’
law ; for what more doth that call for? fo that this do~"
g &rine feems to be legal. I anfwer, This obje&ion feems'to
imply a great miftake : Por the difference betwixt the law
. and the gofpel is not fo much (if ar all) in this, that the
‘Jaw requires more than the gofpel; but that ir requires -
what it calls for, op another certificarion. The law and’
the gofpel agree in thefe three; 1. The gofpel requires ho-
" linefsin ag Jarge an extent as thelaw; fo that whatever is
a fin againtt the law, is alfo a fin againft the gofpel;’ for
Chxift came not to abolill, but to fulfil the law, 2. It re-
quires holinefs at the fame pitch, or in the fame degree ; -
for the gofpel comminds us to be boly as God is boly, and
20 be perfed as our heavenly Fatbes is perfed® : "It difpenfeth
with no'fin, nar with any degtee of any fin, nor with the *-

leaf} -omiffion of any duty, more than doth the law.
: ’ ’ ' 3. The




oblige 16 a Go/}&él;Cowe?fatim, 19

-3: The authority and obligation, that lies en, and binds
i-t6 holinefs, is po lefs in the gofpel, than it isin the law ;
. yea, we may fay, that the obligation is in fome refpecd

1

greater. .

But they differ io thefe tbree; 1. That the gofpel taketh

" in the penitent, tho' he hath'net been perfeét and exa&k,

¢

and gives him pardan thro® Chrift: Which the law doths

- mot. 2. The gofpel calleth for duty is the ftrength of
. Chrift, dnd farnitheth ftrength.for duty : But the law now
. furnifacrh no frength, bur only fuppefeth ir; it only giveth
- out the werd of command, requiring of men shat they
» walk in the frength which they had once in Adam. So

that, tho® the authority_and obligation be. the fame, yet

= the manner ahd certification is ot the fame. If there be
.. any breach or failing, the law fays, Thou fbalt certainly dies
. Bat the gofpel (as I faid) admiits of repentance, and

fleeing to Jefus Chrift, ewbo took on bim the cuvfe of the laswi |

. 3. The law acceprs of no dury, if it be not cxatly pers
. feék in the degree: But the gofpcl accepts of daty, tho’
. imperfedt, if theéie be fincerity ; it aecepts, on Chrifi’s ac-
. count, of & manm, ‘aceording to that which be bath, if

there be a willing mind  So then, when ye are called to
walk #3 Becomes the gofpel, ye would know that ye are not
to difpenfe with yourfelves, in the leaft, in any duty that
the law calleth for ; tho’ the gofpel doth indeed more {weet.
ly call for it, its exalfors and officers being peace apd vigh-
teoufnefs : It is the fame holinefs in the master, extent and
degree, which the gofpel'calleth for, with that of the law;
tho’ it much differcth as to the manwer of calling for k. -
Secondly, That we may knew what is called for in the

gofpel, as a walk or converfation becoming rhe fame, and |

fo may yet further know the nature of gofpel-holinefs,
{which was the fecomd thing vie. Propofed to {peak to) ye
would confider the. gofpel, as itis diftinguithed from t{e
law, and as it holds out grace: Wihere we would fpeak,

- 1. Of forme qualifications, that the gofpel addeth, asto the

performance of the faime duties which- the law requires
2. Of fome particular duties whi¢h it docth more efpecidlly
call for, and which were not (feverals of them, at leaft)
fo proper to the law. o M i

\ .
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As for the qualifications of duty, which the gofpel ad-
deth, they are thefe: (1.) A new end; for our end ip
duty now i, not to gain life by it, but fimply to glonfy

God, as we may fee, 1 Cor. 10. 31. I will not fay but thy |

end was in the covenant -of works ; but ‘in the gofpel this

is not only the main end, but fome way the only end, and |

the other quite excluded and thruft our ; and,when we fpeak
of the glory of God, we take inthe glory of grace, and
the glory of the Redeemer, who furmfheth grace. (2.) It

adds a fweet morive, viz. love to Jefus Chrift; Tbe loveof |
Chrift (faith the apoftle, 2 Cor. 5. 14.) conflrainetb us: It |
is no morc mere awe, that is the motive; but love, and |

love 10 God in Chrift, who hath redeemed and bought us,

3. The gofpel qualifies our obedience and walk, as to |
our undertaking thereof; thaticbe not in our own ftrength, |
but in the ftrength of Jefus Chrift : It teacheth us o go |

throvgh the wildernefs leaning on the Beloved, and leaving

the burden of the work on. him; trufting more to him, |

than to our own fect or firength, as knowing that we cane
not cripple our the way, nor de any thing without him, as
it is, fobm 15. 5. (4.) Thereis a qualification required
io refpeé of the frame of our own heart, with refpeé to
. a twofold fear: One isa filial and reverential fear, that
proceeds from faih, in which weare 1o work out the work
of our falvation ; the other is, that it be without the fear

that is c;Ppofltc to the former, asthe wordis, Luke 1. 74 [

_ The gofpel calleth us, in our walk, to have a fear withe

out fear; a reverential fear without flavith fear; It would
* have us neither to be altogether afraid becaufe of the law,
which hath terror; nor to be without filial fear, for that
is prefumption ;. but to have faith and fear mix¢d togethers
(5.) The gofpel qualifies our walk in fpiritual duries, ia
. refpel of cheerfulnefs in going about them, which are.
to us (in fo far” as we have corruption in us) heavy and
grievous; bur the gofpel maketh them eafy and light, as
it is faid, Mauh. x1. ult, His yoke is eafy, and bis burdw
Jight. Tho' it be a yoke, yet it is portable and lights
when Chrift and the believer are yoked together ; nor.are
-any of bis commands grievous, as it is, 1 Fobm 5.3
(6.) Tho' the gofpe} call for holinefs, yet it makes the
perfon to be denied toic: It is a gofpel- walk, to be ho:‘);

'
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. bat it takes in'that with t which we have, PLil. 3. to for-

. get thofe things that are bebmnd, to be denied and dead to
. all our attainments, and fo' count all but lofs and dung for

. Chbrifg. It was indeed a law-walk, to be biamelefs ; but

. itis a goipel walk, to ftudy to be blamelefs, and prefling

hard after perfect holinefs, and yer to forget it, and to be
denied rto all conceit of it; and ro be defirous to be found
in Cbyift Fefus, not baving our own righteoufnefs whichis by |
the law, but the righteoufnefs which is ty faith. .~ .
As for the particular duties, at leaft fome of the duties,
that are more particularly called for in this walk and cons

_ verfation becoming the gofpe] ; ye may take ‘thete fhortly,
. The firft whereot is; A living by faith ; and that is, when

a Chriftian hath faith, and the exercife of it on Chrift, as it

~ were another life to him: For tho’ there was a life of faith,

or of dependence on God, in Adam before the fall; yer

© not the life of taith in a Redeemer: {/ive (faith the apottle, -

Gal. 2. 20,) yet not I, but Chrift liveth im me ; and the life
that now 1 live in the flefp, is by faith on the Som of God,
Who loved mé, and gave bimfelf for me. And this is to ke
takerr along the Chriftian’s walk, eyenacontinued applica-
tion o ‘and of Chrift : This is that which he firft berakes
himfelfto, for rightcoufncfs; yea, when right, he employs
him conftantly, as be is made of Ged to bim wifdom, righ-

Seoufnefs, [anddification and redemption, as he is faid to be

made to believers, 1 Cor. 1.30. The fecondis, The exer-
cife of repentance, which was not called for as a duty
by the law, tho’ much ruin followed the breach of its
"This was the fum of Fobn’s and of Chrifi’s preaching; Re-
pent, for the kingdom of beavenis at band, Tho' it be, alas !
a very much flighted exercife, yet daily repentance notably
fuiteth a converfation becoming the gofpel. 3dly, A gofpel-
converfation would be in and wirh the exercife of hope.
There was love to Godrunder the law, but not fo proper= -
ly the exercife of hope ; there was, jtis true, hope in
refpe& of the thing promifcd, in cafe there had been no-
vioﬁrion of the law; but not as refpeéting Chrift Jefus,
who is the believer’s hope, Cok 1.-27. Chriff in you the'kope
of glory. 1 doubt much if the exercife of hope be well
known to Chriftians in this generation ; few know’ what it

810 bope to.tbe end, as Peter cg‘horts, 1 Per,1.13. A fourth

\ )
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is, The denial of ourfelves, and the exercife of humilie
ty ; for as the gofpel calleth for the denying of our own
righteoufnefs, fo for the denying of our own wills,affecti-
ons, lufls, appetites, and defices. There is another foct of
JTove-finglenefs and deniednels called for now, than un-
derthe law; becaufe we are bought with a price, and are:
got our own, asit is, 1 Cor. 6. 20. If any man will follow
me, let bim deny bimfelf, faith our Lord, Masth. 16. A
Jfh is, Much morrification, that we be crucified to tha
world, to ourfelf, and to our finful lufks; I am orucified
s,&ith Paul, 'Gal. 2.) with Chrift, yet Ilive. So, Chap. @y
" he tells us, that be was crucified to the yorld,. and the world
#o bim ; And he exhorts Chriftians, Cel. 3. §, to mortify
their membeys which ave upon the earth ; fornication, uncleava

wefs, inordinate affellion, covetoyfmefs, &c. A fixtb is, Much

patience, meekne(s, forbearance, lon%sfuﬁ'ering,, wherein
our Lord hath given and left himfelf
tern, Matth. 11 29. Learn (faith he) of ma, for I am meek
and lowly in beart, 8o, 1 Pet. 2. 31, 22. And hence, meck-
nefs, patience and forbearance are fo much and fo frequent-
3' called for in the gofpel, and on'gofpel-grounds, as great
uties becoming the gofpel, or as fpecial pieces of a gof-
pel-converfation. The fevemthis, A heavenlinefs in our
converfation, a deniedncfs, a holy abfira@nefs from earthe
Jy things, and living in_heaven, while on earth; and g
Jiving more where we love, than where we live: Jf ye
be vifen with Chviff, (laith the apoftle, Col. 3. 1.) fet youy
affelrons on thirgs above, not on things o the earth s W hich
is alfo called for, Phulip. 3. 20. by his own example pro-
. pofed for our pattern, Owr converfation (faith he) is in bea-
wen, qukence we luk for the Saviowr. To bs much in our
affeétions fet on the things that are on the carth, to be
earthly.minded, is unbecoming the gofpel, An eighth is,
A'grear eye on cternity ; an eye, whofe looks are net

bounded within time, but pierce thorow time; and all the-

fogs, mifts, and clouds that are in it. *Tis much uobe-
ming the gofpel, to have cur hope much (not to fzy, only)
in this life, or to be much taken up about the driving of
earthly defigns and projets ; butit is a good qualification
of a gofpel-converfation, to have an eye before us on eter~

-3l Jitey 2 Cor. 4. ule. While (Gith the apoftle) we Jok not

or a none-fuch Pat~ .
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on the thipgs that are feen, but on the things that are wot fee¥,
and eternal. A ‘winth is, Much joy in God, tuch cheer-
fu]nefs and heartfomnefs ; th‘erel’or’c Helievers dre’ willed to
rejoice alway and evesmore. So, 17 Thef], 5. Réjoice everipore;
and, Pbhilip. 4. 4. Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again, T
Jay, rejoice ; which hie fo much prefles on them, betaufe
{as it is like) he knew thatthey were givich to walk droop-
ingly and heavily, whijh did not fo become thie golpel, as
rejoicing in God, finding and making melody in theit
hearts 16 him, checring themfelves in him, and delightiny
them[elyes in the Almighty, Atemth'is, Spiritual coritent-
ment. A contented ‘converfation is d cowverfation becomtn
ing the gofpel: Be careful for nothing (faith ‘the apqﬂl_é)
Pbil. 4. 6.) but in every ¥hing let your requefis be made’known
unto Gody by prayer and [‘nppli;atiﬁn' with thankfgivirg. And’
thep follows dowriward a little, F bave ledrned(in evévy flale
or cafe 29 be content : I know bow to' fuffer “want, and boty
%0 aboupd, &c. This converfartion was very "becoming the
ggfpcl ; he propofes himfclf 45 a partern héreia to them.
here are many profeffors of religion, who cannot have,-
but they are vain 5 and, when they Want, they are anxiods
and difcouraged; %is hard o' carry the cup even : But a
gofpel-coriverfation is equal, fober and ‘compofed, and not
inuch up with having, iior much dewr. with want ; nor 15
it eafily outwitted and nonplufl:d by the viciffitudes of
thofé external things. An'eleventh is, Warchfulnefs. A
gofpel-converfation‘is a watchlul converfation, and nevér
_ much furprifed or moved : Or'thus, Watching (cfpecially

- over the hearr) joined with prayer, is' a peculiar dury,

that a walk becoming the gofpel calls for, that we be not
found like theflothful fervant, when his lord cometh.” This
isa duty well- becor ng us who live under the gofpel, be-
caufe we have readiiy ftronger corr\uPr'iorﬁ, and aré at leat

under ‘more femptations, t an thoft who lived under the

law. = A tavelfib 15, Much elf-examination or felt-fear¢h-
ing, becaufe of much corruption in us, and much -guile
lying on us, is aduty which the gofpel calls for ; that we
may, fec what comes of it,how it is mortified and done away':
And, there being many promifes in our offer, we thould fée
what acceptation they get, and how they are embraced™;
there is hazard of mifteking oy fpirivugl fRate, & All
R O Fg which
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which calls us to be muchiin this duty, Examine yourfeloes,
prove yowr own [elves, as fays the apoftle, .2 Cor. 13. 5.
13thly, The making of our calling and ele&ion fure, becomes
the gofpel.  When we are hovering, and at an uncerrain-
ty asito our foul's eftate, we arc not only fo try it, but to
endeavour to put it out of queftion; I awrite thefe things s0
you (fays Fobm, 1 Fobm 5. l%) that believe, that ge may know
ghat ye bave eternallife. Ye would not only belicve, but
ftudy 'to know that ye belicve, that ye may comfort your-
felvesinit: And it is a piece of a converfation and walk
unbecoming the gofpel, to hang loofe in fufpenfe, and at
an uncertainty, in that gt”ciueﬂ and graveft bufincfs.
14tkly, Trufting in God, becomes the gofpel; and unbe-

Tief and diftruft of God, is unbecoming the gofpel: Said.

I not unto thee (faith the Lord to Martba, John 11.) That
If thou wosicfi velieve, thou foouldft fee the glory of God 1 To
* have a gracious offer from God, and to fcar at it, as if he
'were not in earneft, is very unbecoming the gofpel: When-
ever he pipesh, it becomes us well ta dance ; and to believe
and credit him, when he fpeaks fair and comfortably.
A 5tkly, A gofpel-converfation takes in, and calls for, not
only holinefsy but a fhining exemplary holinefs, holinefs
with a divine luftre and fplendor on it. Merely legal ho-
linefs is dim and dark, and hath little or no luftre ; there-
, fore believers are Called children of the light and of the day ;
and they are faid to fbine as lights, in the midft of a crooked
" gemeration. Tt is not only a converfation not fpotted, or that
is fomething well-favoured ; but fuch a converfation, that

is well-lyned (to fpeak fo) within, with the imputed”

righteoufne(s of Chrift, and much ioherent grace-and ho-

Jinefs, and with outward felf-denied vifible fplendor and
glory : Let your light (faith the Lord, Matth. §.) fo /bine ber

fore mep, &c. Even as che glory of s body, when he was

. transfigured on the mount, made his clothes to fhine ; fo
there is fomething of grace within, that makes the exter-

nal a&ionsand carriage of believers to fhine : And words

that will be very taftclefs and faplefs from others, tho® for

" the matter- good, will have another fort of relith and
.weight from them ; and prayer from their mouth will have
goother fort of refrethful fweetnefs. 16tbly, A gofpel-
‘ conr
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, oblige 1o a Gofpel-Converfation. 85
converfation takes in, and calls for, much joy in affli&ion
and tribulation; We rejoice in tribulation, faith the apoftle:
It will make the Chriftian zake joyfully the fpoiling of bis
goods, as'they did, Heb. 10. 34. It will make men come-
from the prefence of councils, vejoicing, that they ave accounted
worthy to fuffer for the name of Chrift, as it:did the apoftles, -
Ads 5. latt. My bretbren (fays Fames) count it all joy,
when ye fall into divers temptations, or tribulations : It
makes pleafant and heartfom bearing of crofics from God,
and of injuries from men ; it makes the Chriftian ftoop
hambly and very low to thefe; it will not faffer him to
render evil for evil, but will put him to do good for evil,

. and it makes him do it on"a gofpel-ground and account 3

becaafe Chrift'frankly forgave the Chriftian ten thoufand
talents of his deb, he is ready to forgive an bundred pence of
petty and inconfiderable injuries done againft him. 17sbiy,
A gofpel-converfation is a fweet, quict, peaceable, well-
humoured converfation : It makes men and women good’
‘to live with; it hath-much love and pity to them that are
without ;. it is a good ncighbour ; it is a great friend to -
-unity, and a great enemy to divifion: It prefles hard after
fPanding faft .in ove fpirit. 18thly, A gofpel-converfation
implies a fertled fixed condition, that is not flecting and wa=
vering ; it fuffers nor Chriftians to be one thing to~day, and
another thing to-morrow, very unbecoming the gofpels

A gofpel-converfation will not futfer a man to be a tempo=- -

rizer, of one that cométh and goeth with every turn of
the tide, to be of any party that is upmoft ; but puts to fand
gﬂ in the liberty wherewith Chrift bath made bim . free,
he believer’s heart is fized, and his converfation is ftable,
when it is as it becometh the gofpel. . 192bly, It is a bold
converfation, that will fcar at no trial for Chrift, but will
hazard and venture far, ere it expofe the ‘gofpel to con«
tempt and reproach ; thereforeic is faid, Pbilip. 1. 1n no=
shing being tervified by your adverfavies : It isvery loth to
do or to forbear any thing, that may make the gof‘P:l o -
be evil fpoken of, 20tbly, It is a fpiritual converfation,
or a walking in the Spirit, as the word is, Gal. 5. Walkin
she spirit (faith the apoftic) and ye fball wot fulf) the Ivfis
of the flep. And, v, 25. If we live in the Spivit, let us
walk in tbe Spirit, It makes ys to pray in the Spirir, 10
ST : F3 . -~ praife
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praife .3 the Spiric; and, by aflittance of the Spirit, i¢
puts upon endeavoprs to do every thing that is called for,
31fly, A gofpel-converfarion isa wreftling and fighting

* eonverfation, ftriving and warring againft temprations
Wwithour, and 3 body ef death wishin.. A lazy, fecure;
-whale-hearted converfation, when a perfon is lying by,
" and i3 not ferting bhimfelf. againft, nor putifying” himfelf

* fiom all_filchinefs of the fleth and fpirit, bur ar traee

‘with carruption, is not (fure) bccoming the gofpel ¢
Jence the apoftle, Rom. 7. hath fuch a combate with the
remainder af indwelling corruption, fometimes complain-

itig of,. fometimes prorefling againft it, ‘and fometimes bit- -

gerly-bemounitg aud. cry,in? out under ifs captivating pow.
- &r 2. There being in the believer .two contrary partiel, one
of grace, and another of corrupt nature, which are con+
.trary one.tq another, as it is, Gal §. 17. a believer, ina
gotpel-converfation,, is like Facob’s and Efas’s ficugglitg in
the. womh: It isfor this caufe that, Epb- 6, all the pieces
ot the fpiritual armour are particolarly defcribed, and
Chriftians, as Chrift’s foldiers, commanded fo pur them
on ;. and to havea gofpel-converfation, is to be improvi
all. the picces of that complear armour of God arght, to
‘their feveralends. .
. Thefe are things (and fuch others) that are particalarly
ealled for in'a gofpel-walk and converfation : And if we
would take a litle view of them altogether, and .gather
the meaning of this afe of infiruétion from the exhortation,

duet yomr converfation be as it bécometh the gofpel of Chrift;

zhe fum of it ‘may be briefly given in thefe fowr, 1. To

{ge exaltly ftadyiog holinefs. 2. To bedetited toour Ho=
i

nefs, as Pasn] was, Pbilip. 3. 3. To be efpecially taken
vp with thofe parricular duttes, of living by faith, of ex~
- ercifing repentance, of aiming at, and clofly phrfuing
after communion with God “in Chrift Jefus ; (which is,
tho"a much abufed duty,.and umvo’rthilg' proftinired
the mouths of many, a moft precious hoth\ duty and pri-_
vilege) excrciling hope, felf-denial, &%. fo ‘that we may
be in cafe warrantably to fay with the apoftle, 1 Fobn 1>
. Traly our fellon [brp is ith the Fatber, amd <iith bis Sm
. efus Cbrit.” 4. To be much in the exercife of 4l thefe
heartfomly and ¢heerfully ; and to be comforted and refre-
L : - . " . thed
N\ - .

A}




e AT TRV

o’ m A

-

— B R o= v M3 YA SR v

G, S

-
t

oblige o & Gofpel-Comoerfation. 87

thed in doing dury, and yet denied to all our doinF. &:\ .
’ ]

Ghriftian, having a fuitable converfation ta th:igofpe

his #lls, and is fiombled ; obferves'God’s goodnefs, and com-
forts himfelf, and blefles God heartily his ‘goodnefs in
Fefpe& of both, and becaufe there is hope of an outgate

- from all his evils, and a day ¢oming when he fhall ‘be fi-

nally and fully redeemed from all his iniquities. . i
' The fecond afe leads us to regret and expoftulate with
bearers and profeflors of the gofpel, of this'time. Tho®
this be the thing, and the oniy thing, that they are called
to; yet, if we thould go thorow and view the converfation
of the moft part, O how-very unfuitable, and unbecoming
isit to the gofpel ! even fo very unfisitable, thar, it our
hearts were tender, they would break dnd bleed within
us tobehold ir, Bur, alas! itisa part of our unfuirable~
nefs, that we cannot fhirably Jament it : Lictle zeal for God,

.and forrow. for what difhonours him and reflc@s on the
" proftflion of his name, are much gone from this genera=

tion. Oh! whither fhall we go, into the ci%or country,
tofind a converfation becoming the gofpel # We caninot be
without fome ¢onviction, that we ought to be zealous for
the glory of God, and ferious in the ftudy of holinefs in -

all manner of converfation, that the gofpel be not reproach

ed and Blafphemed: If we be fo, and if fuch a converfa=
tion be a ‘duty, and a very reafonable duty, how comesit
to be fo litrle minded and made confcience of ? If we pro-

fefs Chrift to be eur Husband -and Head, our Captain and -

Leader, ought we not to be like him, and follow him ? I
take it for granted, that this will be generally affented to,
® being very jult and reafonable; and yer, wichout ac-
complifhing a very diligent fearch into our own way, ma
we nor find, ar the firft view, much, very lamentably much_
snfisitablencss in our walk to the gofpel? Need we de- -

feend -to particulars? is not our unfuitablenefs obvious, -

palpable and undeniable! Let me but ask ourfclves a few
ions: Are we making fuitable ufe of the promifes,
and often medirating on them ? are we taken up with de-

' Jighting ourfelves in God, and- in the great and excellent

things' centaived in the promifes? do we ftudy to be like
them, and fuitably to improve them 3 do we fudy to have

thofc poor performances of duty that we go abour, fo
- . Fa - quas
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qualifted as the gofpel calls for 2 The lifelefnefs and wholes
heartednefs, that manifeftly difcover themfelves in our ve-
1y hearing of thefe things, declare much what we are ¢
Your minifters are fome way perplexed and puzzled how
to deal with you, and know not well whether to fpeak or
to be filent, whether to pipe.or to mourn, W hat (uitable-
nefl is there to the gofpel, when the converfation of many
is fo fpotted ? So far, alas! are we from fhining, that we
are rather like blind lanterns without light. ‘I fhall only,
for whetting an edge on this regret and expoftulation,
inftance in a few of thefe particulars touched on before, as
to our fuitablencs ro the gofpels (1.) Do we live by faich 2
Alas! is there fuch a life as this known by moft of wus 2
We are readily cither living fecurely; carelcfly and un-
concernedly, without troubling ourfelves with fuch mat-
ters; or elfe, on the other hand, we give way to unbelief,
and will hardly admit of any thing that may fettle and
make us foar a fltand: We are found often running from:
one extremity to another; weare either carnally vain, light

and frothy, or we.are anxious, heartle(s.and dejeéted, and:
are very feldom found fteering a ftraight courfe berwixe
extremes, and ftemming the port. (2.) We may inftance
it in the exercife of repentance, which well becomes the
gofpel: Our Lord Chrift, Fobn the Baptift and the apoftles
preached it, and ‘tis commended to all; ‘tis an exercife
" very fuitable and proper for finners, and more efpecially
for fuch finners as bave had many offers of grace, and
bhave much flighted them: But where is it? ah ! where
isit? Convertsare rarc in thefe days, and among converts_
the kindly excercife of repentance is rare ; we are gencral-
ly as whole-hearted, as if we were living under the cove-
nant, where there is no promife of pardon to a penitent
. finger. I mean not every fort of repentance, -for there is
a worldly forrow that works death; there'is a legal repen-
tance, arifing mainly, if not only, from the fear of pu-
nithment: But I mean of ferious and hearty gofpel-repen~
tance, arifing from the confiderarion of God's holinefs, and
- of his mercy and grace in Jefus Chrift, that is accompa-
pied with holy zeal, fear, indignation and revenge, as ig
. is deferibed, 2 Core 7. (3.) Where is felf-denial ? Is ?lot
' \ “ o h - thag
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that a rare thing? Many of us cannot beara word refle&-
ing on felf, neither ean we quit a word once uttered by us
(tho’ it may be fomewhat rafhly and unadvifedly ) wherein
Jelf is concerned, but will needs maintain and defend itz
O what reeling and whirling-about with the time is there
amoug us ? What hard purfuing after, and even. chafing
of felf-interefts and defigns? (4.) Where is fpiritaal joy
a6d rejoicing in the Lord ? who delight themfelves in the
Almighty ? wha blefs themfeives on eartbh, in the God of
truth? who do really and humbly boaft in him all the
day long? who blefs themfelves in, and think themficlves
well come to, with. precious Jefus Chrift as their Mediator
and Redeemer, asftheir Lord, Head, and Husband? who
rejoice and glory in the midfi of tribulation, in the hape™
oI) the glory of God? Jay in external things is much -

> withered away from us, and it is juft with God that it

thould be fo, fince we live fo grear ftrangers to the joy of
tbe Lord, which is our firength: Upon but a very overly
trial, we will eafily difcover, that there’s amongft us none, .
or but very little, fpiritual joy in God ;. I mean not only,
nor fo much of fenfible joy, as of our little a&ive Rirring -
up of ourfelves to give .obedience to. that command con-
cerning rejoicing 1m God alway and evermore. May I not

"~ conclude then, that there is great ground -of expoftularion

with us all, both believers and others, who may be con.
vinced, that this lieth indifpenfibly on them, even to have
a converfation asit becomes the gofpel of Chrift 2 ah, how
litcle confcience is made of it! O mourn for and lament
our fhortcomings, as to this] and fall to the work, fall a-
bout it more than ever, as your main bufinefs, to have a
converfation becoming the gofpel. Many already are a
reproach and a thame to the gofpel, (and it will difclaim
them) and, who fhall live to fee ir, a great many mo will
be fo: Alas! few or none of us all have a converfation as
becomes the gofpel ; which is a lamentation, and fhould

be for a lamentation.

‘The Third ufe is of exbortation, T hat feeing fuch a conver=
fation s fo much, and with fuch fpeciality called for, and "
yet fo little ferioufly. endeavoured by moft; let me turn
over to you the apoftle’s exhortation to the Pbilippiamy 2
If ye would know how to behave at home and abroad, li:i

- ’ N R - . , - \ t



9 , Gyfpel-Privileges
the duties of worfhip, and in the duties of yoti partica.
dar callings, ftatiods und relations, even-in all commanded
duties;, then, Owly et your converfation be as it hecometh the
5’.’:’" of Chbrift, und béware of doing any thing that is un=
oming the gofpel, orthat may give ground to fpeak any
il of it ; beware of letting the” precious promifes ly by
zou unimproved, but-ftudy ro be like them : ‘O fludy hos
incfs in all mabper of convetfirioy; which is not only
tnd fimply to be holy, ‘or to have holinefs, but a'holine
influenced by the gofpel-promifes in Chrift, belicvingly
improved, as the upoftie exhorts, 2-Ger. 7. 1. Not onlyg to
be ¢reernally holy, but ro be in the exercife of the graces
of the Spirit within ; to cleanfe ifrom all filthinefs of the
fpirit as well as of theflefh, efpecially to putify the heart,
the fountain of pellution ; even to ftudy to be pure as he
is purc; to dim at holinefs in the Rréngth of Chrift, in
‘the hargeft extent and in the higheft pit¢h, and yer to be
denied to 'it, and all wein “conceir of 'it; eveh to werount
it but lofs, inthe paint of juftification befote God; to be

in the praliceof all the duties of réligion fweetly, pleafant« -

1y, heartfomly abd cheerfully, wilking under dll forrs of lots
with 2 _gofpel-conterredivefs : This, O ! this would be &
tonverfarion-wortty of, ‘and becomings the gofpel ; nay, it
would make a little ‘héaven on-earth., And we defire to
be as preffing and peremptory in calling for-this from you,
as cver we urgently wréfled you by any call or inviation
vo receive the offer of the golpel, and of Chrift therein;
and if we were t6 fpeak 'ro you all, O men and women,
ene byt one, by name and firname, this would be our exa

. hortation'to you, Only Iet your converfation be as it becometh =

the gofpel of Chvif, |
We come now (as we promifed) to prefs- this on you

by fome few Confiderations : And, 1. Confidet the authoric |

ty thar enjoing it, and lays it on you; and it ye truft him,
. #nd cxpelt the dccomplithment of any promife of rhe
gofpel from him, then take this as proceeding from the
fame authority : “Prefame not, under the pain of God’s
‘difpleafuce, arrd of cheating your own fouls to their ruin,
to take or ‘ineddde with the promife, if ye mind not fine
cerely to fludy a Tuitablenefs in your converfation to the
. gofpel. a.-Genfider, not only the reahmbleneﬁofh the

c t lng,
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thitg, bit alfo gxe fWeetG:ya.ﬁnefs of it; for, ‘takibg-it in
gofpel-fnfe, 'tis an cafy yoke and a light burden : And
*is withal very fuitable and congruous to alliprofeffors of
the gofpel; Ought not “a minifter to be like-his ealking, ¢
siterchant to be liké his ¢alling, a tradefman to'be life his

. trade.and calling 7 Ought not alfo a Chriftian to be like

tiis ‘Chriftian calling, like the :gofpel which he profet-
feth? 3. Confider the tyes and obligations, that all whe -

profefs to have received the gofpel, are under: Are ye

not obliged to fuch a converfation, by your baprifmat
vow? Whith obligation, the’ many of you forget, yot
God will requireit: Think ye that ye are frée to live =
ye I, ro live like the gofpel or not, or to take one picte
of 'a gofpel-walk, and lcave another? Ye arc’ profefiedly
refigned 1o God 'in baptifm, and are by it obliged to live
every way as it becometh the gofpel ; and ye muft either
on the matter renounce your baptifm and ‘deny -Chrift,
and fo deal treacherounf{ly with him, -or yc ‘muft  make it
your bufinefs to live Jike the gofpel. 4. Confider, that
this gofpel #ill be.the rule whereby ye fhall be judged,
whether ye have indeed received the Mediator, the pro.
mifes and privileges, the duties and direQlions, ‘and the
graces of it, and improved them, or not ; In sbe day' (fairh
the apottle, Rom..2.) that God fail jwdge the fecvets of -
Beadts by my gofpel. If ye would have boldnefs when death

[

and judgment tome, endcavour a converfation becommg

this gofpel: Tho® your cenverfation were very much bev

toming the law (asic i im?oﬂible now - without gefpela
raca) yet will not that fatisfy the Judge; for ye will be
ﬁndged both by the lawand gofpel: 5. Confider, thas,
tho' the Lord had required' many hard thirgs ef you,
you would moft certainly have been obliged to have pere
‘fotrmied them ; and now, when he requires only this, ceght
ye not fo much the more to aim at it, and endeavour 1t
t ife ye bring up an ill report bn this-gefpel, - as if

_it wére an unfupportable heavy burden, und moft uncafy

yoke ; for which ye muft anfwer at your peril. Confider

‘the dreadful ddom and fentence ‘of the flothful fervam,

who faid, He is a bavd maffer. - 6. Confider the: great
¢judice that a walk unbecoming the gofpel hath with it. *

‘cannot tafily, nay net at all to thafull, tell you the l:“

- - jadice

y L

~
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92 Gofpel-Privileges o :
;:dicc it will bring to you; only this I will fay, that it had
en better for' you that ye had never heard the gofpel;
it bad been better that ye never had been piped to by the
" gofpel, and that ye had never heard any of its fweeteft
mufick.fprings, if (to follow the Lord’s own fimilirude fo
far) ye endeavour not to keep all the meafures thereof in
yous dancing afterit, in your walking conform ro ir. Tell
mec, if we may be in carneft with you, what if ye were
called even now or before night to give an account of
your improving of and profiting by the gofpel, whereof
ye have fo very much, and from which ye have been fo
~ often piped unio, how utterly unanfwerable would many
of you be found to be ? Your trifling way of walking
alone and in your families, your negleting of prayer in
them, with the chiding and bitternefs betwixt husbands
and wives, and with and amongft fervants; your omitting
to infiru@ children and fervants in the principles of re-
ligion ; your tippling and mif: {pending your time, declare
fufficiently what your converfation is. If any’of youn fhall
fay, The converfation that you prefs, is a harder work

'
v

and a more difficult task than we ¢an win at; Isit any -

thing elfe, than what the Holy Ghoft by the apoftle pref-

feth on all the hearers of the gofpel? O! rake heed of .

branding a walk becoming the gofpel with fo black a note,
as if it were an unfupportable yoke of intolerable hard

Bondage, left it be faid to you, Evil and flabful [ervantsy

&c. If ye ‘had been ferious and diligent in making ufe
of the gofpelin a gofpel-way, by improving Chrift and
the promifes, this work would have gone better with you,
and ye had been in much betrer cafe than ye are in now :

If ye had'been more in the pra&ice of gofpel-duties, and -

in the exercife of gofpel-graces in fecret, your vifible con-

. verfation might and would have been much-more as it be-
cometh the gofpele ‘ '
As for you that have communicate, there is a peculiar
tye.upon you: You have renewed your covenant with God,
rand 1s there any covenanting with God, but it hath this
dn it, That, if there be thereafter a falling-back, fuch back-
fliders come under the guilt of treacherous dealing with

|
|
|

him 2 Let me, for a conclufion of this difcourfe, fay thete

few things to you; 1, Is it fuitable, think ye, to faft the
. ) i . - one.

{
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one day for your not walking as it becometh the gofpel,
and to rake unjuft liberty to yourfclves the next day? on
a faft-day to fpue out your foul and abominable fins, and
to return with the dog to the vomit in a few days there-
after 7 will ye be fo unfuirable to your profeflions and con-
feffions ? Beware of that, for the Lord’s fake ; better ye
had never fafted nor confefled, than thus to mock the Lord.
2. Many of you have been at the facrament of the Lord’s
Supper, and in it ye have profeffed that ye have taken
Chnift for your Husband, which implies the tye and obli-

ation of a dutiful wife: What, I pray, is that, bur ro
gave a converfation as becometh the gofpel, and to walk

worthy of the vocation wherewith ye ave called? as the apoftle

exhorts, Epb. 4. 1. And is there any ftraiter bond on
earth whereby men can be bound ? IFf, after thus covénant-

© _ ing with Chrift, ye fhall foully fail or fall'back, will it not’

exceedingly aggrege your guilt? 3. Are there not of you
who have come under fome private engagements to the
Lord ? I take it for granted, if ye have not been fcorn-
ing God in your humiliation, and in your communicating ;
I take it (I fay) for granted, that feverals of you have
come under particular and perfonal engagements to God :
If fo, ye would-beware of loofing thofe tyes, and of vio=
lating thofe fo folemn engagements; and the rather, that
it is to be feared, if ye keep not promife to God now, ye
may never get a communion again to renew it. 4. I would
have fome of you remembring of ‘thofe particular obliga-
tions ye came under; and promifes that you made to us,
when you received your tokens, to amend thofe faults

whereof ye were well known to be guilty ; Moft certain-

ly thofe promifes, efpecially fo explicitely made, will bear -

witnefs againft you, if thofe evils be continued in, or re-
lapfed into ; and we fhall bear witnefs for Chrift againft
ou, if ye fhall not be anfwerable to your engagements;
E‘or the Lord’s fake, put us not to i, i ,
Effay in good carneft, and fet about the ftudy of this

- gofpel-becoming converfation : I fhall forbear to fpeak of
encouragements to this. It will be one. good encourage-.

.meat, to confider ferioufly, that itis a walk becoming the
gofpel and Chrift in it; thatit bath fuch promifes made
fo jt,“and fuch a Surety far ¢very promife ; that tbeﬁ::rri-

B ’ ' ' tion
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94 The Necelfiry and Fxcellency -
fication of the law is not at it ; that y¢ have pardon of fin'
iromifcd to you on your-repentange, and furnituce at
and for every thing called for from yoy,” Take it in' fhort,
whatever your calling, ftation or relation be, Only tef your'
sonverfation be 4s becometp the gofpel of Chriff : And remem-
ber the tyes and obligatiops that ye are under, whether

. more gengral or more particular ; ofherwift they fhafl“be‘

remembred to, aud againft vou. Now, the Lord him<
felf erable you, by his all-fufficient grace, to fuit all your
obligations, ro pay all your vows, and ta make all yous
boneft refolutions pratticable, rclating to this Converfation
" becoming the gofpel of Chrift, o oo

A very heavenly SERMON, -
Preached, if not afier the commuvion, yof Yery pestizient. for

Juch a9 occafion (kowever 18 is [ubjoined 1o tbe impmediately
- preceeding, becaufo of the affinity of puvpofes) .

On Philip. 3. 20. For our Converfation is in Heaven.

H E life and work of a-Chriftian is a far other rhin,
than, for the moft part, it is taken to be; and
no queftion; were we often thinking on, an,cf

fudying the qualifications and cxtent of a Chriltian eon-
werfation, to which believers are called, we would walk

with flopped mbuths, in the deep fenfe of our great fhort-. |

coming, and there would not be fuch delufion under the

conceit of felf-righteoufiiefs: But -the ignorance of this,

makes carnal men think themfelves to be fomething ; nn&’
makes even believers themfelves, that they walk oot fe
humbly, nor prefs fo ferioufly rowards:the mark ; neither
do they propofe to themftlves, as they oughr, 3 juft .and
rfe& pattern ta follow, L i N
7 Amongft ether qualifications of a Chriftian walk and
converfation, this is one, and a very confiderable one,
That our converfation fhould be in beaven : A thing we fear
- the moft part of the Chriftians of this age fearcely believe,
much lefs endedvour, that they fhould live with theip
hearty above in beaven, in the livcly cxpe@ation of the
. g ‘ Savioyr’s

.






