A SERMON preached immediately be- .
fore the Communion, S

On Mat. 22. 4.

marriage.

All things areready : come 1o the

HERE are many great aud glorious things fpoken of -
T the gofpel,; and our blefled Lord Jefus hath made
ufe of many goad fimilitudes, wonderfully appofire, to fet
it out: Sometimes ’tis called the Ringdom of beaven, for
reafons that we will not now infift upon ; fometimes "tis cal=
lead’a marviage, as here and elfewhere. Some of thofe
fimilirudes fhew what great and fingular fatisfaition is to be -
had in it ; therefore it is compared 1o a feaf?, fupper, and
dinner, Some of them fhew the way how we are made par-
takers of it ; {0 opening and receiving holds torth believing -
And fome of thofe fimilitudes hold forth both, as thisof a-
marriage, which points at the ftrait union betwixt Chrift
and believers, and at the manuer. or way of our entring in-’
to this blefled union, on which follows communion,” )

We need not infilt in opening .the words, which are-
plain ; .we fhall oaly fay thefe taw words, to make way for-
obfervations : The firft whereof fhal_l be, to fhew thar the
fcope of the parable i1s not to hold forth peoples coming
to the ordinances or:the facraments “only or mainly ; but
their.coming to Chrift Jefus himfelf, and to the far things
in the ordinances. - Many come to the ordinances, who
come not td Chrift and to the feaft ; that which is called
for here, is'a real clofing with Chrift, and an accepting.
of him for our Husband, on his own terms. The fecond -
word is, to fhew, that tho’ the ordinances be neither the
marriage nor the feaft, yet it is by the ordinances that
‘the marriage is furthered, and the feaft prepared and -
made ready ; for faith rakes Chrift in the word, and ftrikes
hands with him in the facrament: When he faith in the
word, Be thou for me, and I aill be for thee ; Fajth faith, -
Content Lord: And when he faith in'the facramcnt,‘?ke;

- . - aith
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aith faith, Welcome with all my heart ; he being there,

_as well as beis in the ward. - , s
and rogether propofe fome ahftrvations from the wards.
2. We fhall clear and confirm them. And then, 3. We
fhall ‘infift in the application of all jointly." The abferva—
dions are thefe, Firfl, That in the gofpel there is a clear and

. manifeft making-up of a marriage baiwixt Cbrift and fouls,
The preaching of the gofpel is like a man’s making of a

-marriage for his fon. The fecond is, That this marriage is

ane of the moft excellent marfiages thas ever was : There
fore it is called ‘the marriage of the King's Son. The
. third is, That, before this marriage can be broyght abous and:

accomplifbed, theve are many things to be made veady. The.

fourth is, That, wbere the gofpe) ¢comes, 4ll things ave made
veady for fouls clofing with Cbrift in this marrigge. . The fiftb
i5, Tbat the Mafier of the feaft, the K ING, God the Fa-
ther, and the KING's Sow, the Bridegroom, are vot only
content and willing, but very defivous to bave finners coming
20 the marviage : ‘They would fain (to fpeak fo with reve.
rence) have poor’ fou{a

That, when the Mafler fends out bis fervants in bis name, theie
@reat work is to imvite to the wedding, and to clofe the maar-

viage, ‘The feventh is, That, when people ave invised to this

maryiage, it is, their dyty, and greatly of sheir comcern, to
come. The eighth is, That 4l they that come may éxped a
very beasty welcome: Therefore they are invited once and
again. And if we ¢ompsre this text with Luke 14. we

will. find there, that the Mafter orders his fervants to com-

pel them that are invited to come in.

All thefc obfervations are very obvious in the ‘words;

and if the Lord would gracieufly pleafe to help usto
fpeak, and you to hear, as theyare not impertincat to our

prefent putpofe, fo they might be made very edifying, °

ftrengthning, refrefhing and comfortable to'us.
We'thall, in the fecond place, a little more particularly
clear and conficm every onc of them. The firft was, That

there is a marviage betwixt Ghrifft and fouls, beld forth and .

made offer of 'in sbis gofpel. We take this for granted : For
- hgre ig the King's Som, and fome bidden to his marriage, and
-~ thofe that ar¢ bidden are mot worthy: They are all

pro-

Thefe tewo things being premifed, we thall, 1. At qn(;e .'

efpoufed to Chrit. The gxtb is, .
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rofeflars and members of the vifible Charch; the

" feope of the parable being to fhew, that the offer of this

_marriage was firft made 1o the Feaws, and again rencwed:

to them, and then from them ‘it came to the Gentiles. I
fhall in paffing give you a lutle hint of the nature of this
marriage, in thefe four: 1. There is by this gofpel a real
union made up betwixe Chrift and the fouls of believers :
Which union is not with the ordinances, nor with fenfe,
nor with the benefits which flow froni Chrift ; but with
Chrit himfelf primarily and principally: And it is (o,
pear a tye, and very clofe, that it is preferred unto, and
gocth beyond, the union that is betwixt the husband and
wife, Epb, 5. .30. We are (fays the apoftle) members of bis
body, of bis flefb, and of bisbones: Where, alluding to that
union betwixt husband and wife, he not only makes the

union real, but makesthe one much fraiter.thaa the other.
2. The nature of this union is fuch, thatit is murual ; the
Bridegroom hath in a manner (to'fpeak fo, with reverence
of his Majefty) no power over himfelf, when he is mar~
ried unto the Bride ; and the Bride hath no power oveg
herfelf, but the Bridegroom : So that here there is a fort
of mutual up-giving of the Bridegroom to the Bride, and
of the Bride to the Bridegroom ; actording to thofe won-
derfully condefcending words, Hofea 3. 3. Thou frailt not
de for amother man, fo will I alfo be for thee. The Loord hath
belicvers undér a peculiar tye to him, and he hath rtyéd
himfelf peculiarly to them, fo that (if we may fpeak thus)
neither of them is mafter of themfelves : The [ﬁrd Jefus
doth fome way account himfelf not to be mafter of himfelf,
he 'is fo engaged to thém to be theirs and for them, and
cannot but be anfwerable to his engagement ; and they
are obliged to be no more mafters of fhemfelves, -but to
be abfolutely and altogether at his difpofing. 3. This,
union is made up by mutual confent of parties, and the
confent muft be willing. His confent comes in his word ;_

i be fays from thence, Bebold, I fand at the door and knotk; if

any man will bear my voice, and open the door, I.will come in to

bim, and will {up with bim, and be with me ; I come (as if

he had faid) in my gofpel to «woo; and, if any will confent

to take me on the terms on which I offer myfelf, I awill be -

theirs,. The foul’s confent is given by faith in his wﬁ.rd'; ‘
. ’ ' « °  which
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which is cAlled, Fobn 1. 12, receiving of bim, ind is rela- |

tive o the offer : The offer is indeed backed and quick-
ned by the Spirit, without which it would never he receiv.
ed; yet notwithftanding, that which eur faith lays hold
on, is not the Spirir, bur the word quickned by the Spirit.
"4. Confider here the effets thar follow immediately and
inflantly on this marriage-union ; Chrift with all that is his
becomes ours, and we with all thar is ours become his:
Our debt is imputed to him, he is lable to it, and muft
pay it, and provide for us, and be our Head and Husband;
and his righteoufnefs, the- purchafe of bis'death and fuf-

ferings, viz. jultification, fan&ification, his Spirit, grace .

and glory, and every good thing that he hath, become
ours ; and at length the Bride 1s taken into the King’s
. ivory palaces.. 7 ’

The fecond obfervatior Was, That this is 4 moft bonoserable, -

" moble and excellent marviage ; the like whereof never was,
nor never fhall be, from Adam to the end of the world:

*Tis with the King's Som, with the Prince of the kings of =
8he earth, the Heir of allthings, the. byightnefi of the Fa. -
they's glory, the exprafs image of bis perfon, who was befove

" all things, and by whum all things cinfif. O! is there any
match like this? Is there any fo great and fo noble as He'2

Isthere any in this world whom ye can marry, that is fo°

- rich as He ? They that marry him fhall inberit all things,
Rev. 21. 7. We may clear it a lirtle forther from five or
fix particulars in_the text. 1. "Tis an excellent and ho-
nourable marriage, in refpeét of the Bridegroom, who is
(as hath been hinted) the King"s Son; who hath not another
natural fon. He is the only begottemof the Fatber. There
is' not another Mediaror : He is the Fathers Egual and
}ellaw 2 So that, if (if we may put an if to it) the Fa-
ther be great and glorious, fo is he ; for he is God, the
fame God equal with the Father in power and glory; the
awonderful Gounfeller, the mighty God, . the everlafling Father,
the Prince of peace This marriage 'is -excellent and
honourable, 1n refpeét of the Bride's Father-in-law (fo
to {peak) he isthe King: God the Father, Son and tHoly
Ghoft have all a hand init; and the believer, mirried to

Chrift, is daugbter-in-law to the grear God, ingrafred fome.
way into the fame ftock, allyed .with the fame familv,

_ 2 Cor.



. are the ftrongeft Invitations. -

3 49 .
;- 2 Cor. 6.18. I will be a Father to you, and ye [ball be my

fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almwghty. 3. It is excel-

~ lent and honourable, in refpet of the preparation made

forit, There wasnever fuch a wedding-feaft ; the dioner -

is prepared, the oxen and fatlings killed : Bue you- will
fay, What is al] that ? Even Jefus Chrift himfeif, he is

* that Bread indeed, that Drink indeed, the Feaft of fat thingsy

and of awines on the lees well vefined ; the Bridegroom is (to,
fay f0) the chief Difh thar the believer feeds and lives’

. upon for ever ; and the fpiritual bleflings and benefits that

. are gotren in him-and from him, are as fo many dithes of
" this feaft, fiuch as ‘rightcoufnefs, pardon of fin, peace and
. friendfhip with God, the Spirtr, adoption, fang?

_ joy in the Holy Ghoft, grace and glory, the hope of a
' room in thofe manfions that are in his Father’s houfe, of a

ficarion,

fea; with him at his table and on his throne ; even'a fhare

in his whole purchafe: And is not thar a feat 2 4. *Tis
. honourable and excellent, in refpet of irs moft noble rife,
" iz, from allerernity, in the bofom of the Fathes : It bred-

(to fay fo) in the King’s breaft before the foundation of the :

- world . was laid ; the covenant of redemption was then con-
. cluded, and the contrat of marriage there drawn, and the .

blefled projeét of it then laid down : ‘Sacrifices and offe="
vings thou didff mot defire, (faith the Mediator, Pfal 4o.)
Mine ears baft thow opened; burnt-offerings nor fin-offerings
thou baft not veguired » Then faid I, Lo, I come, in tbe vo-

lume of thy book it is awritten of me, I delight to do thy will, « .

0 my God. The Fatlier gives fo many to the Son to be re-
deemed, of whom he willingly, readily and cheerfully
accepts, and offers to fatisfy for them, which in due time
he doth. 5. Itis excellent and honourable in this re(pect,
that there was never fuch a concurrence of {o many and fo
great thingsto commend and further a marriage as there is
in this : Such as the making of the world, menand angels;
the incarnation of Chrift, or his coming into the world ;

. his preaching, and working of miracles for confirmation of .

his doétrine ; his fuffering and dying, rifing and afcend-
ing ; his giving minifters and their gifts ; and, - to make up
the’ marriage-union, the Spirit from hgaven coming along
with the word, and working faith in the foul; by which

- bonds, Chrift and the bel]i:t’:vcr are joined together; Chribﬁ

-
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gy his Spirit apprehending the believer, and the béliever,

.~ apprehending Chrift by faith. Was there ever a marriage~

“ contraét or union bound up betwixt two fuch vaftly and in-
finitely diftant parties ? was there ever fuch honour and
riches attending and following a match; fugh righteoufnefs,
remiffion of fin, adoption, peace with God, joy of the

~ Holy Ghoft, the Spirit, holinefs in the beginning and gra-
dual advances of it; fellowfhip and 'walking with Ged,
the .white Stone, the new Name, the Throne, the Crown,

. Grace, and Glory, every thing that is good for the Bride
here, and glory in heaven ; in a word, Jefus Chrift, and
all.the Benefits of his purchafe 2 Were thére ever fuch ea=
fy terms and conditions ? It is only, Come so the wedding ;
when the King comes a-wooing, let him be welcomed with
your heart’s confent; when he fays, I am content to mar
7y yom, let your hearts fay, Amen, Lord Fefus, I am con-
fent to marry thee, and to be for thee and for hone otber.
And, may not I add, Was there ever fuch fecarity and
confirmation given of any marriage 2 *Tis confirmed by the
death of the Bridegroom, he hath fealed his teftament
with his blocd, and there is no annulling nor altering of a
man’s teffament when he is dead: And our Lord Jefus,

* who was once dead, is now alive, and lives for evermore ;

he will never die again, nor make another teftament. O

beloved hearers, all thisis to let you fee that our Lord is
inearneft and very willing to efpoufe you; and indeed it fhall
not be his fault if it be not a bargain : And, if it be in-
deed a bargain betwixt your fouls and him, “tisa very rare
and rich one ; O the many rare, excellent, noble, notable
and none-fuch privileges and’advantages that attend this
" marriage, and are to be enjoyed by the foul efpoufed to
« Chrift ! even God and Chrif{, grace and ‘glary, and all
thatis comprehended under thefe, belongs to thar foul. We
muft here be filent, left in fpeaking of them we darken,
them by our words ; here is an abyfs and bottomlefs depth,
ready, as it were, to fwallow up words : We confefs, we

can tell you but very little what they are ; 'nay, if all the -

. ableft and holieft minifters on earth, and all the angels in
heaven were joined together, they could not to the full, by
very far, tell what an excellent match and marriagc this is,
¢ven to be matched with the Son of God ; and yer this

LR ' ' prin
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- privilege and honour have all the faints, all believers, to
- whom 'ho is Wonderful and Precions, tho’, alas! not as he
- ought to be: Thereis a day coming, when we fhall know
" to fatisfaltion, shat the Fatber is in the Som, and thbe Som
in the Fatber ; and that believers are in Chrift, and be in
them : We fhall then know the now inexpreflible and in-
conceivable advantages of this marriage, wben be [balk.
come to be glorified in bis faints, and wondred at in all thems
tln;t believe : And 1ill that day the onc half will never be
told us. :
The third obfervation was, That there ave many things
20 be vemoved out of the way, and to be dome: Many things
to be made ready before this marriage can be made up.
1. There's a natural diftance between the parties,that muft be
removed ; God cannot be one flefh with us: And betwixe
parties to be married, there muft be fome fuitablenefs of
nature; therefore, to remove this diftance, and to bring
about the marriage, the Son of God becomes Man, that
he may be Immanuel, God with us, God in our nature, and
fo in capacity to be clofed with. 2. There is 2 finful di-
flance, which alfo - muft be removed before this marriage
can be made up : For God is a confuming fire to finners;
he and they neither will nor can unite in that pofture :
Therefore, before an offer of marriage can be made to any
parpofe, be muft give bimfelf for bis Cburch, sbhat be may
Jan8ify and cleanfe it with the waping of water by the
word ; and then it follows, zbat be prefents ber to bimfelf &
glorious Church, withont [pot and arinkle, or amy fuch thing. '
He could nor have accefs to marry his Bride, fhe was fo
uncomely, filthy and lothfom, lying in.a moft pitiful con=
dition, i ber blood, as Ezekiel fets it forth to the life and
atgreat length, Chbap. 16. Therefore, to cleanfe her, he -
ve himfelf for her. 3, Ere all this could be done, there
hoved a ground to be laid for peace with God the of+
fended Party, who was to be Father-in-law: And here
comes in the covenant of redemption, Pfal. 40. 6, 7. Sa~
evifice and offering thow didft not defive ; then faid I, Lo, I
ame, &c. For taking away the curfe, and reconciling the
ole& to God, the Father fays (as it were) I muft needs be:
once in friendfhip with them, ere { can admit them to my-
houfc; and, Son, if thou \glt (atisfy my juftice, and pay
' 2 ' - theig
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- their debt, T fhall give them to thee-for a feed, and to be
thy Bride and Wife: Well, fays Chrift the Mediator, Fa-
ther, I accept of the bargain j Lo, [ come to.do thy aill, O
my God : W hereupun it comes to pafs (as the apoftle hath
it, 2 Con 5. laft,) That be is made fin Yor us, who knew no
fin, and we are made the vighteoufnefs of God in bim ;- For
1t was as really agreed in the covenant of redemption that
he fhould be made fin for us, as it came to pafs in the
atual execution of it: And thus way is made for the mar-
riage. 4. When this is done, the marriage muft be “pro-
clamed through the world by the prcaciectgofpcl, the
contraét thuft be'opened up and read, and finners confent

" called for. We arc told therein, that the Word is made
fisb, and dwelt among us ; and, becaufe mo man bath feen
God at any time, the only begotten Som, who'is in the bojom of
the Futher, ke declares bim ;. as it is, Fobnw 1. 14, 15. He
comes and reveals more clearly the “contraét, firft in his -
own Perfon and by his own muniftry, and then by fend-
ing his fervants, and telling chat all things are ready.

5. The laft thing 1o be removed is the uncircamcifion and
ftupidnefs of our heacts. Naturally we are givey to flight
- him in his offers, to refufe to open to him, and to let him
in when he knocks ; to make excufe, .to delay, fhift and
put. him off ; nay, to refufe to entertain his propofal of .
marriage, and to givt him a repulfe : Thercfore he comes
by his Spirit, and putsin bis finger by the bole of the door,
and lets fome myrrbe dvop—on the bandles of the lock, and
powertully, but fwectly, inclines the heart to™ caft itfelf
open to him ;. and then he performs the promifes of fanéti-
facation, circumcifing the beart to love bim with all the beart,
and with all the foul; as it is, Deut. 30, 6. And all thefe

romifes are contrived, framed and provided to meet with
difficulties in us, We are rold, Fob» 6. 44. that no man’
can come $o.Chrift, except the Father shat fent bim draw him
and, Pfal. 110. 3. itis promiled, that in the day of bis
power bis people fball be willing ; and ‘whoever (being made
willing) cometh, fall in nowife be caft out, John 6. 37.

. The fourth obfervation is, Tbat by' the preaching of the
gofpel, whitherfoever it cometh, and by the.great things mads
offer of therein, ail Yhings are made ready : Obﬂru&ion;

o . o an
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and whatever might hinder che clofing of the marriage,
are removed, The Father is ready, having declared his
willingnefs to give his confent, This is my beloved Son in
whom [ am well pleafed, bear ye bim, Marth.3. I am well
fatisficd with him, rake him to you for your flead and Huf-
band: The Son is ready to take all by the hand that will
embrace him ; pardon of fin, peace with God, fanctifica~
tion, the maufion, &, are ready to be ‘beffowed ; the
feaft is ready, the fatlings are prepared ;. the promifes are
filled with every neceflary good thing, there is bread e-
wough in the prodigal’s Father's boufe and to fpare ; the con- -
trat s ready, and an offer of it made on the Bride-
groom’s fide ; the terms are drawn up and put in form, and
" all things agreed upon and ready, even to the fubfcripri-

‘on: And there is no more required, but that the hearers
* of this gofpel heartily confent to take him, and fubmit to
his righteoufnefs and dominion ; which if they da, all
things fhall be theirs, even life eternal, and all. things that
may fit them for it, promifes for this life, and that which is
tocome, and Chrift engaged to keep the bargain: And
this is" it thar is preached every §ay to you, tho’, alas!
anfuicably ; fo that s not now, #ke /bali go up to beaven,
and bring down Chrif from above:? or, awho fball defcend un~
#0 the deep, and bring bim up from the dead? that we may
get him to marry ; but the righteoufnefs of faith faith, The
" avord is mear thee, even in thy- mouth, &c. Chrift’s.confent
is not to be asked or brought from afar, for he hath.des
clared i in his word ; and the terms of the contra& are,
If thou fbalt confefs with thy mouth the Lord 79]«4:, and fbalt - .
believe with thy beart that God bath yaifed bim from tbe dead,
thou foalf be faved, Rom. 1o. 8, 9. Engage therefore ho-
neftly with. Chrift, and keep to him; deny yourfelves,
and clofe with him ; give vp yourfelves to” him, and ye
fhall be faved ; And that is all one with this, to be married

to him. Yea, the day of the marriage is fer, andsthatis . :

the day -of the gofpel ; the -Bridegroom is come to the
Church, the table is covered, and the minifters the Bride-
groam’s friends are waiting on to efpoufe you to him, and
to make up the marriage ; fo thar all things meer and
- requitite for making peace betwixt God and. finners are

ready. -” o .
.'a\y ’ D3 - S : The.
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. The gﬂb obfervation was, Tbat Chrift the Bridegroom

and bis. Father ave very awilling 80 bave tbe match made
and tbe marriage compleased. “Therefore doth he fend forth
his fervants with a ftri@ commiffion, not only to rell fin-
ners that all things are ready, but to bid them come to the
marriage : Yea, he not only wills them to tell that all
things are ready, and to invite, but to compel them (as
Luke hath it, Chap. 14- 23.) to come in ; to ftir them up,
and prefs them to it; to threaten them if they come not;
and to accept of no refufal or nay-fay. The evidences of
his willingnefs are many, which I will nor now iofift v~ -
pon ; as, that he hath made the feat, and fuch a feaft, and
frcparcd fo for it, and given himfelf to bring ir about, "
nd keeps upthe offer and proclamation of the marriage, -
even after it is flighted: All thefe, and many mo, tell -
?lainly that the Father and the Son arc moft heartily wile
ing ; theretore rhey expoftulate when this marriage is fe-
fufed, O Ferufalem, Ferufalem, bow often would I bave ga- -
2bered you, but yow would not ! Matth. 23. O Ferufalem, .
Horufalem, if thou, evep thou, badff kmowsn in this sby day
#be things that belong 1d thy pence ! Luke 19, All thefefad -
complaints, that Ifrael would not bearken to bis woice, avd .
bis people would bave wome of bim, Pfal. 81. 7. that be came -
#0 bis own, and bis own yeceived bim not, John 1. 11. and
that they sill mot come to bim that they might bave’lift, :
John 5. 40. make out his willingnefs abundantly and un- -
deniably. -
The fixth obfervation was, That the great ework of the -
minifiers of the gofpel is, to imvite umto, amd 1o endea- -
wour to bring this marriage betwixt Chrift and fouls t0 4 -
clofe. ‘The fervants are fent out for this very end, to con- -
clude the bargain : Tho’ he be Lord of all, yet he would
net employ in this work, angels; ncither would he fpeak -
immediately by his own voice from heaven, for by reafonof
_his greatne(s we could not have endured that way of woo-
ing ; but faith on the matter to men, fubjeét to the like
pailions and infirmities, Go tell that the King hath fuch .
a Son, and that ye are fent out to woo in his name ; and .
make notonly offer of marriage, but requeft, intreat, per- -
- fwade, pray and obreft, yca command and compel them -
¢® £ome (0 the mmiagc,\{y holdiog forth the curfe »ghnci;. :
A ' Lo come:
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Comes on them that will not come: And hence are thofe

denounced woes, and fhaking of the duft off their feer,

." for a teftimony againft them that will not come.

, T'he feventb obfervation was, That it is the duty of all to .
whom’ the good mews of this marviage come, to come to it 5
and, when they are invited to it, prefently without all delay to
yield. Needs there any proof of this? does not the Ma~
fter’s fending, and the fervants coming, call for it? do.not

his preparing of all things, his inviting to the

marriage,

and his expoftuliting with them that come not, and ouc .

* own great neceflity, urgently require it ?

The eighth and laft obfervation was, That all they that
some wmay expet a very good and beartfom welcome. None
necd fo fear that they fhall not be made welcome; fee-

ing they are come nor uncalled, they fhall not

fic unfer-

- wed: The Lord will not look down on fuch as come; nay,
he is waiting on to welcome them, and to meet them as
it were mid-way ; as we fee in the parable of the prodi-
galz,' Luke 15. his father ftays not till his fon come ta, him,

ut feeing him afar-off coming, he runs with
meet him, and then moft affe@ionately embraces

fpeed to
him, and

falls on his neck and kifles him: And if the poor child
thould fay, I am not wortby to be called a fon ; he an{wers
that, not fuffering him to {peak out all that he had refolved
to fay: Even when the depaucht runagare had fpent all
by riotous living, and would fain have told out the fad and
fhameful ftory of his grofs mifcarriages and great unwor=-
thinefs, he interrupts him, and fays, in a manner, Son,
hold thy peace as ro thar; I know well itis grievous to
thee; go quickly, and put on the robe, the ring and the

fhoes that are provided for thee,

I come now, in the third place, to make application of
all: And, is it poffible to fpeak or hear of this fubject as
becomes ? who 1s fufficient for thefe things, to (peak fui-

“tably in the name of the Lord, and to lay before you this
contralt of macriage with fuch a Bridegroom? Beloved
hearers, are ye in a fuitable pofture to tryft with him ?
do ye think that ye are for this marriage? is it your fe-
rious purpofe to clofe the bargain with him? If fo, pray

the Lord to give us to fpeak, and you to hear

the word

in fuch manngr as it mal)s ‘be a marriage-day indeed.
b ) 4
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There are very good news here, and bleffed eternally b
God, that ever we heard them, or had them to fpeak o
and that ye have them yet 10 hear; they fhould make you
very fouls, in a manner, flighter within you, and make
you to rouze up youfelves to welcome them with gladne®

of heart. - o :

And therefore, 1. We would exhort you all ta believe
this report. " There are, alas! but few who do indeed be=
lieve, that the eterhal God hath this defign of marriage
betwixt him and finners: Therefore, let not your hearts
be firaitned, only believe that this is the good word of

God, that thefe are the faithful and true fayings of him
thar cannot lie, and that he is waiting on to ratity them to all
who give them credit. *Tis fomewhat hard to deliver or
receive a word of threatning in faich, but, in fome refptét,
more hard to believe 'a word of promife -and of confola-

- tion ; it is proportionably hard to look upon this as God’s
own offering of a marriage with his Son, as if he him{elf
were by viva dpce fpeaking it out of heaven, and to be-
lieve that this offer is really his: And therefore, as I

- defire.(as his fervant) to fpeak to you, fo I would, again
and again, obteft you to be rouzed up, and 1o rouze u

_yourfelves to believe ir. 2. Rouze, ftretch and enlarge -

our underftandings, “and your hearts and affeions for
ieholdihg, conceiving and embracing this rich bargain of
grace: O confider ferioufly, from whom it is, for what
end it is, how it is brought about, and doth come, to you;
the height and depth, the length and breadth whercof is

inconceivable: Be holily amazed and wonder, that the .

" offer of this marriage confes to you, and that he is con-

tent to marry you. 3. In a word, would you know what

we have to do with you, or what is our commiffion to you ! -

this day ? This is even it, to tell you.thar the King harh

made a'marriage for his Son, and hath prepared and made
all things ready for reuniting you'to himfelf; yea, this
fame King rhar hath made this , wedding ready, and hath
carved out this way, of throughing his defign, by fpeake
ing to you in his word by his fervants, fpeaks to you by
us, and-we {peik to you in his name, and tell you, that
our blefled Lord Jefus is wooing you ; we declare, publifh
snd proclaim it: O take norice of it. ‘QOur Lord Jefus is
. 0, TN ~ not

'
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) pot far to feek, he is here waiting on to clofe the bargain
; withyou: Tuis is our errand, to proclaim thefe glad
. tidings to you; and wha glader tidings could you wifh,
+ than to have it told you, that ye may be happy and cafily
.. .happy, and-thar, it ye be-content to be fo, thete is no-
thing that might mar this happinefs, but it is removed
and taken out of the way ? Is not the Father ready? He
bath given his confent: Is not the. Bridegroom ready,
. when he hath done fo much, and is waiting on your confent 2
. The feaft is ready, and the garments ay'e ready, and there
' isno more to do, but to take and put them on; and faith’
- ¢exercifed on him will do both: The contra is ready,
and there is nothing to be changed or altered in it ; and
- he is ready to accept of you, if ye will accept of him;
. Qur blefled Lord Jefus fays, he is content to marry you ;
and there is no more to do, but to {ubfcribe your name
to the contract. If you want clothes, Lie will give them
to you; if ye want a houfe, if ye want meat or drink, he
will provide for you ; whatever it be that jyou really ftand
in need of, for foul or body, in time or etcrrity, ye fhall
have it from him: The promifes are filled wich all things
that pertain to life and godliefs, to this life and to that
which is to come; there is in effe nothing wanting bug
your confent, and let not that be wanting, I befeech you.
In profecuting this purpofe, I fhall (peak a litdde, 1. To
thofe to whom the offer is fade, or o thofe who are,cal-
led. 2. To whar they are called to. 3. To' the terms
on which they are called. 4. To the ‘manner how ye
fhould come. 5. To the peremptorine(s of the call, and
to the neceflity of coming.  And, 6. (if ir.be poffible. to
win at it) A word ro fome motives, whereby ye may be
preffed to come, and not to negleét the opportunity of fuch
a precious feafon of grace. . ;
For the Firfi; "It 1s not one ar two, or fome few that- -
are called, nor the great only, nor the fmall only, not the
holy only, nor the profane only, but ye are zil bidden,
the call comes to all and every one of you.in .particular,
poor and rich, high and low, holy ard protane ; Ho (pro-
. clsimeth the Lord, asit were, with an Gyes, Ifa, 55.1.)
vy one that thirfis, come ; and be that bath no maney, let
bim come ; whofoever will, let kim <ome and take of the
v N . water

) .
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water of life freely, Rev. 22. 17. Our blefled Lord Jefus
nat firaitned in his call ; and we may humbly fay in fome
" meafure, that we are not ftraitned in our bowels; in his
. mame we invite all of you, and make offer of Jefus Chrift
to be your Husband, that ye may have 4 room.amorg them
‘#bat fland by, and be with bim for ever ; 1 fay, We make
this offer to all of you, to you that are Atbeifls, to you
that are Gracelefs, to you that are Jgmrart, to you that
are Hypocrites, to you that are Lazy and Lukewarm, to the
civil and to the profane; we pray, we befeech, we obieft
you all to come to the wedding; Call (faith the Lord)
she blind, the maimed, the balt, &c. bid them all come,
-'yea, compel them o come in : Grace can do mo and

-greater wonders than to call fuch ; it can not only make’

‘the offer of the marriage to them, but it can make up .

the march cffe@ually betwixt Chrift and them: We
will not, we dare not fay, that all of you will get Chrift
for a Husband; but we do moft really offer him to you all,
and it fhall be your own fault if ye want him and go with-
out him. And therefore, before we proceed any further,

we do folemnly proteft, and before God and'his Son_Je- :,t
fus Chrift, take infiruments this day, that this offer is made ¢

to'you; and that it is told to vou in his name, that the
Lord Jefus is willing to match with you, even the pro-
faneft and moft gracelefs of you, if ye be-willing to match
with him; and he earneftly invites you to come to the
. wedding : It 'you can'touch at any thing on his fide, that
s not‘readﬁor at any thing on your fide, bur it may

thro® grace be made ready if ye will cone, you may; but
"tis impoffible, for the covenant is ewell ordered and fure, and
that ix all things; and thefe words are not the words of
men, but the words of the trwe and faithful Witnefs, which

ye muft count and reckon for, when we are dead and gone: -,

. He bath killed bis cxen and fatlings, and prepared kLis dinner,
and bid bis guefs ; all things are ready, in the duc order
and manner, whether on your fide or on his, if ye be wil-
ling to ftep to and make the bargain: He hath drawn up
the contra@, and fear us out with it to you, to crave your
fubfcription; and, ‘if ye be ready for that, he craves no
more of you. Now, I put you all to it, whether will ye
fabfcribe it of not ? And I would not put one of you with-

: : 0
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out the reach of this invitation. However we be, ajas?
much carpal in fpeaking his mind, yet we defire not to

* obfcure nor limit our Lord’s grace; he calls all of you to

the wedding, he hath fent us out as his fervants (tho’ of
all the moft unworthy) to clofe and conclude the contra&
of marriage with yon this day, if you b¢ willing. Come

« then, O come and fubfcribe, and it fhall be in very deed

abargain. If ye can thro’ grice fay from your hearts, /e
will take bim ; then I fay to you, Take bim, and bave bims

with the Fatber's. blefing. Our commiffion is not only to °

offer him, and to invite you to take him, but to clofe a
bargain betwixt him and you who are content to take him ;
we would (as the apoftle fpeaks, 2 Cor. 11. 2.) efpoufe you

1o ome Husband, that we might prefent you a cbaft virgin to

Chrif, and have you bavd-fafied to him, as the word is:
And this is very well becoming one of. the days of the Sen
of Man, and one of fuch. feafons of -his grace, to make
this offer to great and fmall, rich and poor, learned and
unlearned, gracious and gracelefs, hypocrites and pro-
fane; there is here no exception of perfons with him;
the blefled God is content to match with the moft grace-
kfs and godlefs of you, as well as with thofe who are
gracious and godly: There is joy in beaven at tte converfion
of a finner, and the price was paid for the cle@ that are
yet gracelefs, as: well ‘as for'thefe of them who are now
gracious ; for all were once in the fame cdndition : ‘Fhere-
fore look not with narrow and ftraitned hearts on the rich
and liberal allowance of our blefled Lord Jefus. :
- But, Secondly, What is it that we call you to, when we
id you come to thé marriage? "Tis not to the communi-

on only, ’tis not to any of Chrift's benefits only, “tis not
to fay at firft-hand confidently thar all is yours, or to have
a fure knowledge (as ye call it) and perfwafion at the very
fickt thatit is fo; tho’ I heartily with that ye may find
this perfwafion on folid and good grounds; but it is firft
and mainly to marry the Bridegroom, and then to come
to the feaft; We call you to believe, and we declare in
his name, tha, if ye will betake yourfelves to him in good
earncft, ye fhall be faved ; if ye will, as it were, put your
hand to the pen, and fubferibe yourfclves heartily con-
tent to take-him,. ye fhall moft certainly have him and ;}l
- . , . is

\
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bis bentfits. Ye rhat are profane, take him, bat not
to live flill in your profanity, but to fudy holinefs in all
manner of converfation, in his ftrength; ye that are felf-
righreous, take him, butynot to live ftill in the good con,
ceit of ,your felferighteoufnefs, bur to renounce it, and te
take him for your righteoufnefs; ye that arc blind, take
him, but not o live fiil in your blindnefs, but to grow
in grace and in the knowledge of him: Whatever ye be,
and whatever ill aileth you, take him, but not to continue
in the ill, but to get it amended.  This, fure, is no lefs
than o call you to the’ communion, yea it is more; whes
ther thercfore ye come to the ccmmunidn on not, we call
" and invite you all to come to Chrift, and to marry him;
which if ye do, we dare promife you, in hisname, begua
communion with him here, and full communion with him
in heavén hereafter, A N -
Thirdly, W hat aré the terms on which ye are called and
may ‘Wwarrantably come to this marriage 2. I need not fland
on the terms on his fide, nor«o tell you what he promifeth ;
kis-this in a word, 1 aiil be for thee 1 He is content to make
over all that is his to you; pardon of fin, juftification,
fan&ification, his Spirit to quicken you, even his whole
purchafe to enrich you: In fum, (as it is, 1 Cor. 1. 31.)
He is made of God unto you «vifdom, vightecufnefs, farnélifi-
eation and vedemption ; he hath made all thrgs yours (as it
38, 1 Cor 3.21.) and in bim ye are compleat, (as the apoftle
hath it, Col. 2.10.) Ye need never go out of him, .to feeck
for any thing truly good that ye fland in need of. And
oo the other hand, Whar feeks be of you, but to be for
"Bim, and not for another ? as itis, Hof. 3. He feeks no hard
condition : In fum, it may be comprehended in that word,
1 Cor, 1. 31, That be that gloricth may glory in the Lovd ;
not to glory or boaft in avy thing, or in ourfelves, bur of
him, and in him. Bat, for clearncfs caufe, I fhall draw
ghe terms on your fide to thefe tivee, 1. You muft deny
" yourfelf, your_lufls, and idols, and your own sightcouf-
nefs: Mhere is beafting then? (faith the apottle, Rom. 3.
23.) It is excluded; by what law? of works? nay, buf the
law of faitk: Ye then that would marry Chrift, and
fhare indeed in the feaft, ye muft bave a (ght of that

-which ye want, and of your own inabikry to make i u;a,_
o and.

b
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. arid that ye are undone in yourfelves without him; 7o bim

' that worketh not, but believeth on bim that juflifieth the un- .

. gedly, bis faith is counted for righteowfnefs, that is, To him .
~ that expe@s nothing by his works, but betakes himfelf to

.. Chrift and his n'ghteou('nefs for his juftification before

God: And that is no'ufireafonable condition. - 2..As ye.

- would not glory in yourftlves,, to ye ‘would glory in him.

. Whatever ye deny in yourfelves, ye would put him in

. the room of it; if ye dare not lippen or.truft your fouls

. te your own righteoufnefs, lippen of wuft them'to his:

T T

He fays, I am comtent to pay your debr; and, fince ye can=
not pay your own debt yourfelves, fay humbly to him,

- Biefled Lord Jefus, pay our debt for us; He is the end of
. the law for yighteoufnefs to every onz that believeth, Rom.

. 10.3. When he offers himfelt, take him thus, and lec

faith fay, So beir, Lord; I accept of 'the bargain. O!:

. hold toir, and quit itnor. 3. It is required that ye fhall

"be his, and have no power over yourfelves; and this takes
in fan&ification, dying to fin and living to righteoufiiefs,

adorning the gofpel, living anfwerably to the feveral rela-

tions ye ftand in: For tho’ mertificatian and holinefs be.

. not the ‘caufe for which he marries, yet it is a conditiop

df the contra& ;- and it well becomes his Bride to be du-

~ tifol; Thow falt be for me, and I will be for thee: If he

will gracioufly pleafe to be for us, ’tis all the reafon in
the world rhat we fhould be for him. Now we know
fomewhat of ‘the terms, which may all come in under thefe
three ; there arc many conditions on his fide, and but few
onours. - - . o :
Fourtbly, Ye would confider the peremptorine(s of this.
all, to accept of and to .marry our Lord Jetus Chrift on:
thefe terms.  *Tis not an ordinary compliment,ghut pro-
Eo(‘cd by the King the Father, and by the King’s Son the
ridegroom; he fends- out his fervants, who are come to
call you'peremptorily: And there are three peremptories,
that this offer and cali hath' with jt;, all which three we
carry in our commiffion, and crave of you to fubfcribe to
them. The firft whertof is, That ye take no other hus.
band but this Bridegroom : There is no latitude left to
you in this; ye muft by no meanswengage with any other:
‘Tis only for Jefus Chrift that we woo, and we feck of
you
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you that ye would give him your fouls, your hearts and
affe&ions, that ye may be devoted to him and to no other ;
and ‘therefore we intimate to you that are marricd and.
joined to .idols, that ye muft be divorced from thofe, and
betake you to him alone. ' The fecond is, the peremptori-
nefs of the terms we (peak of; we cannot, and ye muft not
alter one jot or title. Ye muft deny yourfclves, ye muft
be content to be divorced from your lufts and idols,, ye
muft renounce your.own righteoufnefs, and give' up with
the law your firft bosband, confidered as a covevant of
works, 'and run oat from the curfes thereof to him, which
ye will never do, till ye fee your own righteoufnefs to be-
as filchy rags, and reje@ it, as part of your indi@ment,
that ever ye trufted toit. Ye muft forget your father's boufe.
2. As you muft deny yourfelves, fo you muft clofe with
Chrift, and embrace him for your Husband and Lord :
' Do not think that ye will or can dwell befide him, thac
ye can fit and hear him, if ye marry him not. 3. Ye.
muft be devored to him in your converfation, he muft
needs be your King as well as your Pricft: Ye muft for-
fake father and mothér, and all your kindred, and betake.
you to him; and ye muft take up and keep houfe with him,
 you muft dwell with him, and ftudy to be anfwerable to-
the marriage-tye and obligation put upon you. We dare
difpenfe with none of the three, The third peremptory
is this, As ye muft engagé with no other, and as yc muft
not alter the terms, fo ye muft not delay to come and clofe
- the bargain, ye muft not put off till to-morrow, nay not.
a0 hour ;. Al things are veady. Juft now, Now is the ac-
cepted, time > Here ftands the blefled Bridegroom, here
arce the conditions and terms on which be will marry you;
and we, as the Bridegroom’s fricnds, fand ready to e
fpoufe you to him. We dare not be anfwerable to our -
Mafter, nor can we be anfwerable to our truft and com-
miffion, if we fhuffic by or thruft out any of you, if ye-
do not thruft out yourfelves ; nor may we admit of an ex-
cufe from any of you: And therefore let mo again fay to-

you, that here is not only a marriage, and of all marriages -

the moft excellent; but let me befeech and obteft - you to
<ome to the wedding ; either comé, or give a reafon why
v \ , ‘ ye
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~ ye wil not, or cannot: As you can affign no-relevant rca-
- fon for your not coming, we dare not acoept of any ir-

relevant reafon, nor admit of any .anfwer but this, that ye

. will take him ; we darc admit of no excufe : ye muft noc
» fhift nor delay. Ye would think that thofc who were

- bidden, Luke 14. might have come, when they had feea.

B

* their farm, and proved their oxen; but that would not be

with them: So I fay, if will not be with you, to fhift this:

: offer, He is here waiting on, to fec who will confent and

fay, Even [o I take bim; fay it, O fay it ferioufly, and
abide by it. _ o
O! are there any here now looking up to him? are

- there any here that would fain have it a clofed bargain 2
- are there any here that believe: thefe things as the truths
+ of God? Then we pray you let them fink down into your

hearts, and come. - And, to prefs this a little further, lec

. me ask, What can hinder the making of this bargain? Is

it the want of notice or timeous infimation of it ? That
cannot be, ye are clearly convinced of the contrary: Is

: it becaufe ye will or can be "happy without him ? Wo te-

that happinefs: Is it any difficulty flanding in the way 2
hat fhall be removed ; yea, as to him it is remdved al+
ready, and-fhall be as to ‘you on your clofing with him..

: Pofe and put your own. hearts to it then; Is there any of
A"-‘ y
a

ou that darc or can find in your hearts to refufe? The
Lord is waiting on, his faithfulnefs is engaged to make

: out what he offereth; He Rretcheth out. his hand, and

faith, Even [o I take you, if ye willtake me: Are ye con=
tent to ftretch forth your hand, and to-fay, Even fo I take
thee, bleffed Lord Fefus?, Or, if this be not win at to Garif~
faction, aré there any rouzing and ftretching themfelves co

.. eflay how it will go with them? what are ye doing? is

it a bargain or not ? Ye muft fay,” Yea, or Nay, and thag
even now. We fuppofe ye will not fay downright Nay ;
tho’ mere than probably many will delay: But:this muft
not be; the table may be drawn, other guefts may be cal
led in, and ye removed. We cannot allow you an hour’s
time to advife, efpecially from indifferency ; yea, if ye
begin to take advifement for fhifting a prefent clofure,
Chrift's call and invitation, and your confenting will readi~
ly cool upon your hand. Pasl fays, that be confuited m:
‘ . Wit

-
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aith flefb and blood :/&d}muﬂ nf;t ye confult with fleth and
bleod in this marter, ye muft caft away the beggar’s cloke,
be content to deuy yourfelf, quit your lufts, and clofe with
him prefently, or:ye may never have the like opportunity,
There is a neceffity impofed oh you from the commund ro
come, from the curfe end prejudice thar abides you, and
will certainly overtake you if you come not; ye will be
eternally miferable witliout him, there is no happinefs bat
in him. The King is-on his throne, the table is fer and
covered, the day is fixed, his fervants invite in his name ;
" come therefore, come without further lingering, dallying,
shifting ot delay: Alas! there are too many days put by
already, ye mutt put by no mo. )
Now, let -me fpeak a word further to this purpofe, -
Whar can marr the matter 2 what can obftruét its being a
.bargain ? Certainly it muft be ohe of three: Either, j, Be-
caufe ye arc not content with the Bridegroom ; Or, 2.
" Becaufe ye are not content with the terms ; Or, 3. Bes
caufe ye are not content with yourfelves, or with fome-
‘thing in yourfelves.
" As for the Firgt, I fuppofe ye can fay nothing againft
the Bridegroom: Is there any other like to him, ‘or that
* can compare with him? Iappcal even to you atheifts, and
' profane wretches, that live and ly in yourilufls, is there
a beloved like this Beloved ? hath he 3 march in heaven
or carth? is he not the King’s Son ? And it ye ask who
that is, ye mdy hear and know from Pfal. 24- The King
- of Glory, the Lord of Hofts, firong and mighty in battle;
and from Heb. 5. 3. The Brightnefs of the Fathr's Glory,
sbe exprefs Image of bis Perfon, uphording all things~by the
eword of bis power : There is none like him, but the 'Fa-
ther, and. the holy ‘Spirir; and; as God, he is One with
them. Ye have hoth the queftion and anfwer, Cant. 5.
9. What is thy Beloved more than anotber beloved ? What
is yonder Chrift, of whom we hear o mach? The an-
fwer is given (which we cannot ftay now to paraphrafe u-
pon) He is white and ruddy ' the Chicfeft or Standard-bearer
among ten thoufands, fairer than the Sons of men. And if
ye would know him more partieularly, Hjs bead is 45 the
moft fine goli; he is God: His loiks (or his hair) are
bujby and black as & vaven ; there is not the leaft unfccmlit-"
S : ne
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. nefi, even in thofe things that would, to our thinking,

 feem lefs neceffary, as his hair : Yea, bis very garments fmell

. of myrebe, aloes, and caffia, (as it is, Pfal. 45.) His eyes

. are as'the eyes of ddves by the vivers of waters, wafed with -

. milk, and fitly fet ; © fo lovely as his properties are! His
. cheeks, as beds of Jpices, as [weet flowers; bis Iips like lilies
. dropping faweet-fmelling myrrbe ; bis bands as gold-rings fet
- ith beryl ; bis belly (or bowels of love and affe@ion) like

sbe bright ivory overlaid with [appbires; bis legs like pillars

- of marble [et upon fockets of fine gold; bis countemance likg
. Lebanon, excellent as tbe cedars : O fo excellent and ftately !
- Hig mo:th is moft fweet, or (as the -word is) feweetnefs, in
the abftract ; never foul kiffed his mouath, but there was
. a bond thereby laid on it, that it eould never again part
. with him: In"a word, He is altogetber lovely, or (as the

. word is) all defives; there isnothing that fouls can defire,

butit isin him ; and chere is nothing in him, but what
- has defirablenefs in it : Tbis is my Beloved, and this is my.
. Friend (fays the Bride) O yo daugbters of Ferufalem ¢
This is he, he is fure’ no common or ordinary beloved ;
. fee if among all the beloveds in heaven or earth there be
any like him; O ye defpifers and flighters of the Son of
- God, put yourfelves to it, is there “any like him to be
. found 2 has he not the preference of and the preheminence
. above all beloveds? He is the only begotten of the Fatber, fulb
of grace and tvutk ; be is the mighty God, the wenderful Conn=
feller, the everlafting Fatber, the Prince of peace. 1t would
well become usall to be wondring at him, and to be
~ drawing near 10 him, to behold him in his beauty, to go
. Jorth and bebold King Solomon with the crown wherewith bis
mother crowned bim in tbe day of bis q?aufah. O take a
ftayed view of him in’ his perfonal excellencies, and in the

excellent qualifications of his mediatory office, and it can~ . '

not be that on this ground ye will caft at the-match : Will

any of you dare to fay it, or to abide by it, that ye will -

not marry Chrift, becaufc ye think nothing of him, or
becaufe he is not worthy to ly)c thought of ? We fuppofc,
none will do fo. ro

If it be the Second, viz. the terms, that ye ate not cone
teut with : Ye would have Chrift, grace; and glory, and
every good thing ; but lu:r;3 it.fticketh, you look at it as

AN
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an ‘hard matter to be denied to youriclf, and to be wholly"
God’s,-to renounce your own righteotifnefs, and - your
lafts, and your idols, to be abfolurely devored to him, and’

- wholly dependent on him in your walk: As fbe evi? 'and
#be flothful fervant called him 4 bard mafier ; fo do many
think of ‘him, tho' they will not'down-right fay fo much
ik exprefs words, - Bur I would ask you, Is there any una
reafonable thing here ? o, fhall all thofe terms he fought -
afref, in fome refpect, in the marriage of a poor ¢reature

like yourfelves ; and will ye deny them to Chrift 2 3. If [

get his righteoufefs, fhould ye not deny your-own 2
ye' eome under the covenant of grace with him, is
these any prejudice to lay by the covenant of works? If
ye get him for your fecond Husband, and infinitely beft,
1$ it any prejudice to quit your “firft Husband the law?
And, inthat refped?, is it reafonable to caft at che bargain,
becawte it is free T 2. Is it not reafonable that ye fhould
give him the roem of all things 2 If he be able to fll the
réom of all, let him have his room, as being well worthy
of it: k'is yowr advantage’ te quit your kafts and finful
geafurcs,' your covetoufnefs, pride, vanity, felf-conceit,
¢. to exchange all for him; and, if ye be not content
of this condition, ye fay he is not worth. the having, 3. I’
# mot reafonable that ye fhould be devored to him in your
converfation ? that ye fhould no longer play the harlot,
but be as a chaft virgin to him ? Is it any advantage to
you to follow: your idols, thar will ge betwixt you and.
kappibefs 2 If_heaven be an advantage, it is your advan-
rage to quit them and be for Chrift: Or, is it any preju~
dice to be hely ? or, will ye quit Chrift, bgcaufe ye muft.
be holy ? or, will ye refufe him, becanfe he will not faf- .
. fer you, to your ruin, totake your own will as formerly 7
Yea, it is'not only reafonable, but very good and profi-
table ; nay, there is a necefficy you fhould be holy : And,
#ay not love to him loofe your heart from fin ? There

was another fort of confuktation, and other bowels of fove, _ |

at the firfk-making of the bargam betwixt the Father and
the Son ; and it was calculated for more honourable de<
< figns, and levélled to more noble ends than any thing the
devil; or the world, or the fleth can promife to you : And’
any of ‘you that. will Rand and flick ar the terms, that s;'ne
Kea : Lt B : o
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j"; 1o juft, equitable, and every way reafonable and eafy with» "
- al, we take your own confciences to be witnefles that they

~ are fo, and you dare not avouch the denial of their bei

* fo, If ye be content totake him, to be reconciled and
made friends with God by his fatisfaction, and to be made
holy by his. fan&ifying Spirit, ta be for him as he fhall”
be for you; it is a bargain : And what, I pray, ails you
~arfuch a bargain? If this be not made, ye fhall never bg
" able o make fuch another. What fhould ye do then,
~ but come to the wedding ? "Tis riot time to difpute or de~
bate, bur to clofe: Say, O fay fincerely, as thefe do,
© Fer. 3. 22. Bebold, we come wnto thee, for thou art the Lord
- our God: When he fays, as he did to them, Return, ya
~ backfliding childpen, and I will beal your backflidiogs ; turn,
" it over to him, and-fay, Bebold, we comé unto thee.

" Thirdly, Are ye not content with yourfelves, or with
- fomething in yourfelves? ‘Do ye indeed think and fay,
* thatitis a good bargain, and that theterms are ver

~ reafonable and eafy, and we have nothing to fay agai

- them, but.we have (alas!) much to fay of and againft our~
“ felves ; the bargain pleafeth us wondrous well, and fo do
" the terms, but we are not at all pleafed with ourfelves ¥
- I anfwer, 1. May ye not then the better quit and deny-
- yourfelves, and take Chriftin the room and place of felf 2
* 2. I anfwer, Chrift makes no.fuch objeion; he hids the

" moft prophane, the moft ignorant and gracelefs wretch,.

" the moft hypocritical diffembler, that neves' kdew what
* it was to be honeft, come, and affures them :im they fhall
© be welcome, if they will come indeed. *~ '
© Obje&t. But I can do nothing, I cannot keep a word
* that 1 fay to Chrift. I anfwer, Engage and confent to
. clofe with Chrift on his own terms, and deing and keep=
ing fhall follow ; to give thy confent, is that which thou
: ;rt now called ro, and h¢ engages to help thee ta per=
©oorm. . .
*  Objedt, But, fhall I take on an engagement, prefent]
! tobreak it again ? I anfwer, It indccl:ig:gou vconfc,:zrt, tbm{
" mayeft fail and break, but the covenant will never be
* utrerly broken nor diffolved ; yea, thou thalt haye Surety .
for thy keeping of it; Firafmuch as (faith the apoftic,

Heb. 1.22.) Fefus was mag Surety of & bester Teﬁqmni.f :
‘ & ool )

~
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If ye obje and fiy, That ye .have much fin, that ye
ar: lothfom and abominable ; fubfcribe this contraé& and
‘ba-gain, and ye have'a tree and full difcharge of all your
debr ; I el (faith the Lord, Hofea 2. 19.) betrotbe thee
unte me in- loving-kindnefs and mercies : He will pardon
your iniquitiés 5 there is no exaét or fevere fecking and
fearching out of the debr here, where ‘is ingenuoufly
taken with, but rather a covering ‘of ir: He will alfo
cleanfe you from all your filthinefs, and from all your idols.

» Butit may be thou wilt obje, and fay, I will rather |

" purpofe than engage, becaufe I fear I fhall break i.
. Anfwer, But, is it likely that thou wilt make good
fuch a purpofe, who dareft not engage ? Or, will purpofes
and refolutions do the bufinefs, without performing ? Pur-
pofes of marriage make not the tharriage ; “it is actual con-
fent and engaging which doth that, '
* Bur thou wilt o4jei#, and fay, Alas! I am norin a right
frame, I am very confufed, all things are wrong with me.
- Anfwer, Whar 1s this thou fayeft ? Will your frame be
amended without Chrift 2 will thofg fwarms of corrupriens
be beat out before thou rtake in the King of glory, who is
frong and mighty in battle ' o
But thou wilt'ohjed, I am not clear as to my intereft.
Anfwer, Wilt thou not confent till thou be clear ? that is
as much as to fay, thou art doubting, but that thou wile
ot pur it out of doubt: If thou be unclear as to thy
fubfcription, rather fubfcribe and write thy name over
again ; if ye have not at all fubferibed, take now the pen
and do it ; fay, Lord Jefus, I come to thee, and will be
thine.. )
Ohjel# ‘Alas ! fain would I come to the wedding, but

T-cannot come, it will not do with me; F would fain be- [
lieve, but my faith is not prompt and ready. I anfaer, |

Is.not the covenant provided with an anfwer to that alfo ?
1t calls for nothing bur for your fubferibing ; and, if ye
fay ye caonot, look well that it be nor a fhift : Ir. comes
to this, Yea, or Nay ; and if ye fay, ye cannor fay Zea
in faith, which yet thou wouldft fain bear ; is there not

' a promife of grace, that tho' your hand be as it were |

withered, if ye mint and eflay, you fhall be cnabled to

ﬁrctc_h o
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* fubfcription is almoft like a fecratc
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fretch it forth ? Faith may come, in'the very effaying to
-grip him; only effay ir, and it hall go with you.
Objedt. 1 have eflayed it often, and it hath not gone
‘with me. Anfwer, Effay it again, and caft a new knot;
if your. evidence be not clear, fubferibe over again.

Otjedt. But it goes not with me; when all isdone, E.

cannot believe; I would fubfcribe, bur I cannot write (as
it were) I cannot diftinétly aét faith. Adnfwer, What is
that ? Our: Lord ' ftands not on that; tho’ you cannot
write well, do as ye can: *Tis ’ﬂrahﬁc to fee, how fome’s

yet “tis a valid fubfcriprion ; fome agan will write down
their markin place of their name, and that alfo, where
it is well known, isadmitted as valid. If you cannot (ag
it were) write your name in fair and legiblc letters, fet
down fome mark, if it were: but two fcores ot lines in
any form or figure ; if ye canuot aét faith fo diftinétly,
‘come on as you may ;- if ye cannor to your fatisfation fay,
Yea, with the hearr, fay it with the mouth, friving and

- longing to have thy heart brought up ; force  thyfclf (if

I may fpeak (o) to believing : If thou fbalt confefs with
thy mouth the Lord Fefus, and jbalt believe with thy "beart
that God raifed bim from thé dead, thou fbalt be faved, Rom,
10, 9. Endeavour to'make thy mouth engage thine heart;
bind thyfelf faft to Chrift, even in a manner whether
thou wilt or not; A& faith with the underftanding,
labouring honeftly to bring up thy will and affeétions ;
and, tho® ye win not now to a faith that is diftiné?, it fhali

- come in a due time ; Effay to fer open the door, and it

/

fhall go with you,
Qbhjeit. Bur my heart fiys, All thefe are but fair words.

ing with crow-toes,

4

Anfwer, Away with rhat biafphemy.: ' They are the truths -
a

of God: Effay then, O effay ferioufly this way of believ-
ing, and ye fhall find power mecting you. The pen is,

as it were, lying by you; and albeit ye cannot write well:

and be diftin&, rake the pen, and Chrift fhall (as it were) -
lead your hand, and guide it to write fo as it fhall pafs
in heaven for a fubfcribed confent: Set yourelves ro givg
him a welcome, and he fhall account it to be a wel-
come. Say now, what more ye have tofay ; lay out your
fcraples ; this word, AU/ tbiég: are ready, will anfwer thclxln
T . B3 . el
7
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gll: Fhe garment is ready 1o be put on, yes, Jefms
Chrift'is your Wedding-garment ; take and put him on ;.
He is the cure for all your difeales, apply him for the
cure of them all. Ye cannot' certainly be clothed, be-
fore you put'on the garment ; neither can ye be healed,
before ye apply the cure ; ye cannot by any means be rich,
till yemarry him. But, befide all thefe, there are feve-
gal other ncedlefly difquicting fcraples, there are many
other fhifts (and, alas that there fhould be fuch trifling,
if I may cal.itfo, {uch whining, as it were, and ftanding
on ccremonics (to fpeak fo) with gur Lord!) am
which this is one, I wot not if I be in the covenant an
contra of redemption, I know not if I be one of God’s
ele€t.  Anfw. What isthis? ye know net well what ye fay ¢
Have ye any thing to do with that fecret by a leap and
st firff hand? Are ye not called to marry Chrift 2 is not
that his revealed will to you ¢ I proteft, in his name; this
is the thing that ye are called to; and will ye make an ex-
ception, where ,he has made none? Or, will>ye fhift o-
dience to a clear command, upon a fuppofed decree,
which youcannot know but by'the effe@s ? Wil ye reafon
fo in t{e matter of your cating and drinking ? Upon 3
fuppofitior. that God hath decreed that ye fhall die to-mor-
row, or within a few days ; will ye this day not take your
dinner, nor make ue of any refrefhment, till that fu
pofed day come ? Or, becaufe ye know pot if God hath
appointed you ro live foand fo long, will ye forbear there-
fore your callings ! Or, will any of you, in feeking after
a match in the world, reafon fo ? Will ye not feek afier
nor marry fuch a womarf; till ye be: clear that God hath
. decrecd her to be your wife 2 Wheh or whom would ye
_marry at this rate of reafoning ? Bur, 2. Becaufe there
" isa fort of faculty and facility here to difpute againft -
God, I anfwer by way of queftion, Were there ever any
that had that doubt cleared to them before they came to
Chrift? Who ever would have come to him, it they had
Rayed till that had been taken out of the way ? Or, hath
the Lord told that to any before they came ? Hath hefaid
" to them, Believe, for ye are élected ? But his method is
thus, Believe,.and y& fhall know in due time that ye are
cleCted. 3. Is there apy that can Ty, that the qﬂ”crhot
: - i the

\
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Ji _the refufal of the match d’:‘gffded on this? If any of yz
.will fay, Begaule I was not elefted, he refufed me; he
will anfwer, How often would I bave gatbered you? And
there will need no more ground for fentencing profeflors
i of the gofpel to deftruétion, than this,. Man, woman,
“ thou hadft the offer of the Gofpel, and refuledft it; there-
fore go to thy place: He will not' judge you according to.
the decree of reprobation, but- accordipg to his call, and
your difobedience ro it. And further, ye may'rake Chrift’s
Anfwer. 10 this Objedion, from Fobn 6. 39. where there are
two wills, or rather two things willed, of equal extenr, bé
- twixt the Father and Chrift in the covenant of redemp-
 tion, under which.all the ele€t come: The firff is, ver. 39.
" Dbis is the Father's qill which bath fent me, “that o all
©  that be bath given me, I fbould lofe nothing : But, as if he
_ . had faid, ‘This isnot it that yé have to do with at firft-
hand ; therefore, ver. 4o. he fays, And this is the will of
"bim that fent me, that every one that feeth the Son, and bes
lievetb on bim, may bave everlafiing lg‘e 2 Not that all the
ele& fhould know that they are ele€ted, before they be-
lieve; but that he that believes in him, may know that he
iselefted. He gives the fame promife to them that believe,
that is given to them that are cle@ed: And they are dif=
tinguithed, becaufe he would have them to come under
“diftin& confiderations. ’ : ' .
And now, to conclude, Is there not need, gredt need
tocome ? and hgve ye not good warrant to come 1 Lay
by, therefore, feeking fatisfattion to fenfe ard carnal rea-
fon: And, while the Lord fays, All things are veady,
€ome to the marriage; it will be greatly to your preju~’
-dice, o fit qr fhifc the invitation, “Ye have the contraft
.. laid before you, alrer not the terms, difpute not, delay
.. pot: This is our commiffion to you to-day ; we tell yog,»
that the King ‘hath made ready for the feaft, yea, all
things are ready; come then, and let there be no more
debate about the matrer. If ye will but fay if, aqd fay it
i carnglt, - Here, Lord Fefus, I give up myfelf 1o thee
and, thoygh my confent be mow bt confufed, 1/bali endeavoury
#hro’ grace, 1o give it move cleayly and difiinétly another time,
1t fhall go well with you: Quly deliver up yourfelves to
him; and, o the Lord’s Emc, I ,tcll you, that ye fhg:

©
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“be deéarly welcome. "As many as come humbly lothing
" themfglves, wondring at the free grace of God, and
- highly efteeming of ‘precious and lovely Jetus, and ad-
venturing to hazard their fouls on him on his own terms,
and to take him for their Husband and Lord; it fhall not
be accounted prefomprion in them fo to do: Nay (as it is,
 Cant. 3.) Tbe bottom of bis chariot is paved wr‘X; love, and
®tis for the daughbters f Ferufalem; it is made for carrying
and keeping, believers, Leap hither (if I may fpeak fo)
“and ye will fallfoft, into a fweetly perfumed and foft bed,
“even in the arms of Chrift, There was never a carpet,
pever a feather or doun-bed fo foft as that is; only come
and ca yourfelves over on it, Tho' ye think thar ye
cannot apprehend and take hold: of him, 'he can and wall
apprehend and take hold of you; and he is fo very ten-
. der-hearted, that he will kifs you, and even weep over
you for joy (as it were) on your neck: And 1f ye have
"flo garments, \rinﬁs or jewels c((;o fpeak fo) to adorn you,
he will give thefe to you. me forward then, come,
O! come, and let it be a day of covenanting with him:
And, in fign and token thercof, give up your names to
.him; and, for confirmation, take the feal of his covenant,
" the facrament with your hand, and blefs him with your
heart, that fo hcartiﬁy' welcomes you : ,And the blefling of
:God fhall come upon you that come on thefe terms.™

A R U S

. A Sermon preached after the Communion,

-On Philip. 1. 27. Osly let your converfation be as it becometh
the gofpel of Chriff. ‘ .

'Y YHERE are two great works that the minifters of
the gafpel have to do: One is to engage people to

Chrift, and to perfwade them to reccive him and

clofe with him; the other is to induce them to walk worthy

- of him,, Col. 2. 6.. As ye bave (faith the apoftle). received
Chrift Jefus the Lord, fo walk ye in bim. Paul, thro® the
hand of the Lord with him, had engaged the Pbilippians to

- clofe with Chrift, and, as it were, to ¢onclude the contract
. . betwixt him aod them; and now, being aged and in
R T A prifon,
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