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God gave up to vile affe &tions, and to all ſorts of moſt abo

minable filthineſs, ' becauſe, though they knew that ſuch

things ought not to bave been done , yet they not only did, but

took pleaſure in them that did them : Į leave it , with all the

feriouſneſs I can win to, on you , and take inftruments of

witneſs in your conſciences, that ye have had great offers,

and have made fair mines , and come under, at leaſt, feem

ing engagements : If ye havenot done fo, declare ſo much

but, fince ye all profeſs that ye have engaged , and fume

have really engaged , not to turn again to folly ; walk ſui

iably to your engagements,as ye would not have your con

fciences condemning you , and God who is greater than

your conſciences to condemn you. Many, I fear, have,

Sleeping conſciences, and chat willnotnow ſpeak to them ;

but the conſcience of every one will ſpeak at lengih, and

not keep Glence. We Thall now ſay no more, but pray

that this word may be bleſſed of God to you.

யேய்யப்பட்டிய பேரியம்

Theſe Five following Sermons zeere all preached

about the Time of the Communion ; the firſt Four.

within a very few Daysbefore it, as it gradually

approached ; the Fifth after it,

On Jeremiah 50. v. 4, 5 ,

In thoſe days, and in that time, faith ibe Lord, the children

of Iſrael fball come , they and the children of Judab toge

ther, going ánd weeping: Tbey ball go, and ſeek the Lord

Verſe 5. They all. ask the way to Zion , with their faces
thitberward, laring, Come and let us join ourſelves to the

Lord, in a perpetual covenant that pall not be forgotten.

their God .

SERMON I.

TH
HE repairing and making up of a breach betwixt

God and a people, is a matter of greateſt moment

and concern ; and , when men are ſeriousin it, o

how uptaking is it to them . Which is holden out to the
life
2
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lite in theſe words, that lay torch before us very clearly

the frame and carriage of a people, which formerly' have

deale loofly and deceirfully in the matter of their cove

nant with God , when theycome through his grace to be

ſerious and in good earneft in the upmaking of it again.

As for the people ſpoken of here, they are Ifrael and

Judab, the Lord's own covenanted people, who had deale

falfly and foully in the covenant, and had thereby pro

cured fad ftrokes to themſelves, and had divided and fe

parared themlelves from God, and one of them from a

nother ; which divifion and ſeparation continued lament

ably long. They are both here repreſented as coming

home togerher, ſeriouſlyendeavouring to amend and make

úp the breach betwixt God and them , and among them

felves.

As for the time that this relates to ( In thoſe days, and in

that time, faith the Lord) it looks literally , and according
to the cohefion, to Babylon's deſtruction, and the Lord's

bringing down the Bahyloniſ monarchy by the Perſian
king Cyrus;' in which time the people of God had ſome

liberty to recurn to their own land : Yet, conſidering the

great ſcope of the words, and that this liberty of the Jews

is in a grear pari tulfilled in Chrift, and that the union

ſpoken of here is ſuch as hath in ir che gathering together
ot all the tribes ; and withal , that the covenant which

they enter into with the Lord Chriſt, is ſuch as ball never

be forgotten : We muſt extend the words to their ingraf

fing again into their own olive ; wben all Iſrael ball be ſaved ,

and rhey ſhall be graffed into their own root and ſtock

from off which they were broken. As for the ſcope, 'tis

partly to encourage the Jews; this being not only a pro

miſe of their return , but alſo (and mainly ) of their res

pentance , and of their friendſhip and reconciliation with

God and with one another. In thoſe days, they that had

been far from him , and buſy vexing, one another, ball
come, and come together : Their work and buſineſs, in com

îng, is to ſeek the Lord ; and the manner of it is going and

weeping, praying and repenting : And , altho' the way be

ſomewhat dark , and not ſo diſcernible to them ; yet they

go on, asking tbe way' to Zion with their faces thitherward ;

They ask how they may come to him, worſhip God again

IN
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new covenant

aright, and pertorm the duriesof a people inchurched to ,

and in covenant with him ; and ( as it were) from one poſt

or town to another, they ask the way ,
and get direction

from one day to another, and from one dury to another :

And their deſign in all is , Come, fay they on the matter,
we were once in covenant with God and with one another,

but we have been unfaithful in both ; now let us amend

and make up the breach in both : Let us join ourſelves to

the Lord in a perpetual coverant, never to be forgotten : Let

us renew our covenale with God , and let it be done firm

ly and ſurely, ſo as it may not be broken again . This

looks and hath reſpect to Jer. 31. 31, &c. and 32: 39,

40. where the Lord promiſith to make a

with the kouſe of Iſrael,and with the houſe of Judah : Cited '

by the apoſtle, Heb. S. and 'tis called,Chap. 32. an ever

lafting covenant : Which is not ſo much to be underfood

of mere external covenancing, as of ſaving ſharing in , and

partaking of Chriſt's righteouſneſs for the pardon of fin ;

andof their engaging to God, in his own ftrength , to be

forthcoming inthe fruits of ſaving grace and holineſs in

their practice. This is, in ſum , the way and courſe which

they take ; and is a ſhort directory for what thould be a

people's carriage, when they would make up the breach of
a broken covenant with God .

As for the particular ſcope of this place, as it relateth

to Iſrael and Judab their returning together, we ſhallnot

infift in it : Yet from theſe wordswe may ſee, Firſt, That

there is good ground for us to expect the Lord's bringing back

bis ſcattered people the Jews, and their ingraffing again into

their own Olive. Thelame God that perſwaded Japbet to

dwell in the rents of Shem , can perſwade Stem to dwell

in the tents of Japbet. As they minded us Gentlies, asa

little lifter, and were holily ſolicitous what they might do

for us, we ought in graritude to mind them as the elder

ſiſter, that they may, turn again to the Lord , who hath

given us hisfaithful word for it, which cannot fail, but
must be fulfilled.

Secondly, We ſee, That beart-melting towards God, and

feriouſness to make up the breach of a broken covenant betwist

a people and bim, conduce natively to make the bearts of thoſe

that þave been divided and ſet at variance from one another,
in
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inmuch warmneſs of love to unite and ſweetly to join together,

Tis from his, that Iſrael and Judab become one flick in tbe

Lird's hand, Ezek. 37. This makes them as melted meral

to run cloſe together, as it were , into one lump : Tho'it

was a long - continued ſchiſm , and had much bitterneſs at,

tending is; yet, when their hearts are couched with a

ſenſe of fin and of a broken covenant, their former dif

ferences and animofities evaniſh. Softneſs of heari, in the

ſenſe of bygone fin , would filence many things amongus,

that all difputings, writings and printings will not be able

to do. Pray for chis to the land , as the moft effectual

mean and way of curing our divifions , and of uniting us

in the Lord : 11 joins Judab and Iſrael together, whoſe,

breach was much greater, and of far longer continuance

1

11

than ours.

2

1
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i Tbirdly, We ſee here, That a people's joining and run

ping together in ferrous ſeeking of the Lord, is very commende

able and lovely, and a good token and evidence to them of their

turning to God, and of God's accepting of them ; Even as

bitternets and division is exceeding diſpleaſing to God,

and prejudicial to themſelves, and to the work of grace
in them . This is an happy -kke, hopeful and promifing

day of repentance and turning to God, that bodeth much,

unipeakably much good ro a land and people.

But we come to conſider the words as they do direct

unto, and chalk out the way for a people returning to

make up a broken covenant with God, which is the ſcope.

And we may take it up in theſe three, 1. As it reſpects

the frame of their hearts; And ( ) what a render , humble,

warm and mournful frame are they repreſented to be in !

They jball come, and go together, exciting one another, go

ing and weeping, with their faces towards Zion.

reſpects and holds forth the grear deſign they have , and

that is, to renew and make ſure the covenant betwixt God

and them : Tho' it was now broken , and they wang not

challenges for ir ; yet they do not ſay, We will never

enter in it again , becauſe we brake is the laſt time we

made it ; but, Come (ſay they ) let us make it the more

firm and ſtable. 3. As it reſpects and holds out their

pofture, and the way which they take in purſuing this

defign : There is a going and weeping, a praying to

and

2. As it

1
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and ſeeking of the Lord ; in a word, they ſeek and eri

deavour to renew their covenant with God , ſeriouſly , dis

ligently and humbly : And thus they purſue their delign.

Firp then , If we look to their frame, we will find im

plied in it , 1. A guilty condition. 2. A challenging and

convinced condition . 3. A repenring condition ; they are

kindly affected with the wrongs done to God , and deſire

and uſe means to have them righted.

We ſhall name cwo or three general doctrines from this

for ft conſideration of the word , tho' in eff ct it wilt fall

in with the laſt. The firſt whereof is this, That God's

rovenanted people may deal foully and fallly in his covenant :

For thei : ' coming to renew the covenant, fuppofeth that

they had broken it ; and 'uis alſo implied in their mourn

ing and weeping, and faying , Come and let us join ourſelves

to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, never to be forgotten.

This needs no further proof than the hiſtory of God's

people their dealing with him ; which holds out clearly

and convincingly the Atrong propenfion and bent of heare

that is naturally in them to backſlide, and like a deceit

ful how to turn aſide and to prove unftedfaſt in his cove

Secondly, There is here implied a diſtance betwixt God

and them, following on the breach of covenant : Their

going to ſeek the Lord, faith , that he is a -ſeeking ; this

is very ſad, yer moſt true, That fin, and unfaithful deal

ing in God's covenant, will make a separation betwixt bim

and a people in covenant with him .' Thus ?ris faid , Iſa . 59 .

1. The Lord's hand is not fortned that it cannot ſave, nor

bis ear beavy that it cannot bear ; but your iniquities bave

separated betwixt you and your God. 'Tis very like, thac
many believe not ibis , that Gin hath ſuch influence inmak

ing feparation betwixt God and finners ; but in that day,

when an eternal ſepararion ſhall be made betwixt God and

them , it will be undeniably made known and manifeft,

when many of you , that now throng to the ordinances ,

will , if grace' prevent not, meer with that ſentence ( O

dreadful fentence ! ) Depart from me, ye workers ' of iniqui

ty ; Inever knew you .

Thirdly, There is here their ſenſibleneſs of both theſe ,

1. That chey had broken covenant. 2. That God had

feparated

naut.
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ſeparated himſelf and withdrawn his preſence from them

for their breach of covenant. Tho'ſin be very evil , and

the want of God's preſence very ſad ; yet they had this

good , that they were kindly fenfible of both . Whence

we may obſerve, That convidtion of bygone wrongs done to

God, and kindly reſenting of bis abſence, are the firft riſes

and ſpring's of repentance and turning to God ;. or, they are

the firft feps of converſion. What is it , I pray, that all .

this buſinets and fir among this people flows from ? Here

it is , Firft. Toey apprehend a quarrel betwixt God and

them ; and, Next, They apprehend a diſtance: And this

puts them ſeriouſly to mind turning to God with weeping

and ſupplications, and to renew their covenant, for recover

ing of God's préſence: This fame is the Spirit's method ,

John 16. I will (faith the Lord Chriſt) ſend the Spirit;

and the firſt thing he dorh is this, He convinceth the world

of fin : So A &ts 2. 37. the firſt thing that ever (to ſpeak

ſo ) rurned the chaſe in Peter's hearers was, that they were

pricked in their hearts for fin ; and this did put them to an

adviſement, and to cry our , Men and brethren, wbat pall

ade do ? And indeed there is a neceffiry of this, confider

ing the Lord's way of adminiftring his grace : For, lo

long as perſons are not convinced of their fin, they are

notapprehenſive of a quarrel; hur conviớion of fin makes

them apprehenſive of it, and to think, that they would

be obliged to any who would relieve them out of that fad

condition : And, while God is abſent and not miſſed ,

they ſleep on ; and tho' he be abíent, yet they know it

pot, as Samſon knew not that God had left him, till he

went out to bake bimſelf . But , when God's deparcure be

cometh ſenſible , it will make a wicked Saul to howl, and

will make a gracious tender Coul to take the alarm hor ;

as we ſee, Cant. 3. 5. where the Bride, miſſing Chriſt, is

put to feeking; and, ftill miſſing him, her heart is kept

Aurtoring and on wing in purſuing after his preſence, till
The recover and find it.

As the.Uſe of the point, we would exhort you to let

this truth fink in your hearts : There is a neceſſicy of the

conviction of theſe Two, 1. Of the wrongs done to God,

2. Of God's abſence, ere ye can be ferious in the exerciſe

of repentance and curning to God. What is the cauſe
that
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that many ly ftull in deep fecurity with much debt upon

their ſcore, and ly down and riſe up without God's com.

pany ? Even this, that they never had it , and were never

troubled for the want of ir ; they were never convinced

and made ſenſible of their fin . Now, this conviction is

not, ſimply to know that we have firi, as many lake it ca

be, who think it enough that they know that they are fins

ners ; but 'tis ſuch a conviction, as arreſts the finner before

God, and purs him to anſwer for his fin : 'Tis like an oto

ficer coming with an order to puta man in priſon for debr ;

he may go confidently and fourly enough up and down

the ſtreet, under the knowledge of his debe; but, when

he is arreſted for it by the officer, it affects him , and

toucheth him in the quick : So is it with a ſoul throughly

convinced of lan ; men may know that they are finners ,

bur the conſcience for a time may not much trouble them,

and they may take on more to a longday, and ſhift chals

lenges and convictions ; but, when the conſcience awak

eth , and the law arreſteth them, the marter finksdeeper

on them . Would ye then know what is a tuitable frame

for faſting and communicating ? We would commend this

to you , even to ſtudy a thorowneſs of the conviction of

fin , and to be fenfible of the diſtance that is betwixt God

and you, and narrowly to obſerve whether he be preſent

or abſent. 'Tis very ſad, and much to be lamented, that

many, who are ignorant of the way of God, ſhould be fo

ſtrongly perſwaded of the goodneſs of their condition,

that there is no acceſs for any word ſo much as once to

bear upon them : If we ſhould ask of you , Whether

are ye throughly convinced of your wrongs done to God,

and fenfible of the diſtance betwixt him and you ? Ye

would readily anſwer, l'haç ye never wanted nor miſſed

him ; he hath been always your God , and ye have been

always his people: Not from any ftrengıh of faith , buc

from ignorance, ſtupidity and carnal preſumption. Yea,

many of you have not ſo much knowledge as to cover your

ignorance and hypocriſy ; neither can any gain the leaſt

ground of you , to make you ſenſible that your faith and

communion with God are unfound and deluſory, becauſe

they have not had a right riſe from conviction of fin and

of diſtance from God, purring you on to repentance and

many

COVCE
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covenanting with him. But, becauſe ſeveral perſons will

be ready to think and ſay, that they have convictions of

fin ; as indeed there is much ground and reaſon for them :

I ſhall point at ſome convictions, for which « here is just

ground , and whereby ye may know if your convictions

have been thorow and found ; moft whereof, if not all of
them , may be gathered from the words. 1. There is a

convi&tion of the want of faith : The holy Spirit's firſt

work, John 16. 9. is to convince the world of fin , becauſe

they believe not on bim. Were ye ever convinced of your

unbelief ? Many will be convinced of fabbath -breaking ,

of curfing, ſwearing, lying, drunkenneſs, &c. co be fins,
who were never convinced of the fin of their want of

faith ; for they always had it, as they think And what,

I pray, can ſuch as ye do at a faſt or humiliation for fin,

when this is your great fin , and ye cannot by any means

be brought to take with it, tho' you take with other fins ;

but cancome boldly to the tableof the Lord as believers,

and ſuch as have no juſt reaſon to doubt of the foundnels

of your faith , while, in the mean time, all the faith that

ye have is but rotten prefumption ? This is a moſt fear

ful condition : For , ſo long as ye think that ye have faith ,

ye cannot think yourſelves to be loft ; neither can ye caſt

yourſelves down with a ſtopped mouth before God, oor

is there acceſs for any word from him to do you good .

A 2d conviction or challenge is of, or for the want of a

Were ye ever convinced of this ? not only

of this and that andthe other particular ſin, but that ye

were in a ſinful and unrenewed ſtate ? Nicodemus, Fonn 3.

comes to Chriſt, and ſpeaks him fair ; bar the Lord lers

him know that fair words, a great profeſion , and ſome,

yea , much knowledge, will not do the turn ; he muſt

neceflarily have ſomewhat elſe, even a new nature ; he

muſt be'born again, elſe be cannot enter into ibe kingdom of

heaven. He is very unwilling and loth 10 digeſt that

doctrine ; but the Lord tells him , chat, That which is

born of the flip , is tijk . It were good that many of you

had that word from your heart in your mouth, which is ,

· Jer. 31. 18. Turn thou me, and I ball be turned : Con

victions of a natural ſtate, alas ! are very rare ; if
any

of

you have had ſuch convictions, try what becameof them ,

101
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andwhatfollowed on them. A 3d convi&tion or challenge

is of, or for former breaches of covenant, for goſpel- fins,

and the fin of dealing unfaithfully in God's covenant: And,

can any of you ſhift this challenge, conſidering what' ye

were tyed to in bapriſm , and by other vows and engage

mentswhich ye have come under ſince that time, eſpecial

ly at the Lord's ſupper ? how few of thoſe have been kept ?

or rather, have they not been as ſo many ropes of land ?

And, who are ſuitably challenged for, and convinced of

ſuch breaches, as it is implied here, that theſe people are ?

A 41b conviction is, of the want of God's preſence, in

finuated in their going to ſeek the Lord, which imports an

abſence of God , and that ſinfully procured bythem , for

which they weep and are kindly atfected . The abſence

of God, fimply conſidered, is no grouod of challenge, is

being an act of ſovereignty; but abſence, procured thro '

our fin, is a great ground of challenge. Alas ! phe moſt

párt
know

not,
neitherare acquainted with any ſuch chal

lenge; they think God is always with them , however
the Lord is abſent : And it would well become us to

ſearch our diligently that which hath procured his abſence ;

for, whatever may be God's end in it, there is abundant

ground of juſt challenge thatwe may get againſt ourſelves

in it. A stb ground of challenge is,in reſpect of their

own ftupidity and ignorance , which have incapacited them
to take up the

wayhow to come to God for making up the

breach ; therefore they ask tbe way to Zion. And this

may be another ſad challenge to many, who, thro' their

ignorance, ſenflefneſs and ſtupidity, have utterly indifpo
fed and unfirmed themſelves to make their with God ,

and are without knowledge of the way how to vent their
defires to him. A 6th challenge implied is, the want of

love to one another ; and a challenge for ſeen diſtance be.

iwixt God and them, helps to bear in on them this chal

lenge for diſtance betwixt one another : Therefore, now

they ſay, Come and let us join ourſelves. This is another

challenge, which we ſhould not ſhift; it is too evident,

whateverour profeſſions be, that we are much cooled and

fallen behind in our love to one another. A 7th challenge

is, lying long under a feen evil condition , without being

ſuitably affected with it ; therefore theſe people go now

peace

L wich
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1

with the more renderneſs abouç the work of turning to

God , and of cheir renewing covenanr with bim , that they

were ſo long a falling to it: I fuppote, many of you who

never knew what repentance was, and others alſo who

have been more ſerious than now they are , may have this:

challenge. It is no ftrange nor uncouch thing that is called

for from us , to fit and prepare us for faſts and communions ;

it is even ſeriouſneſs in theſe moft plain , common and ob

vious things: And if ye can hold up your faces, and ſay ,

that theſe concern you not,nor the preſent occalion, ye

may wave and lay them afde ; buc, if they be ſuch things

as your conſciences convince you of, it is moft neceſſary

that ye take time to think upon them and lay themto

heart, and that ye ftudy thro' grace to be humbled for

them before the Lord .

But the obſervation, that we intend mainly to ſpeak a

word to at this time, is this, That there is no amending on

rigbting of an ill condition , but by making ſure and, faf the

covenant betwixt God and us. What is the remedy of this

people's ill condition here , when they find themſelves ſo

far wrong ? Come (ſay they) and let us join ourſelves to

the Lord in a perpetualcovenant, never tobeforgotten . When

I ſpeak hereof covenanting, as that on which the quiet

ing of our conſciences, and the remedy of things wrong

in our condition , doch ſo much depend ;it is not to be

underſtood of a bare promiſe only to right and amend

things that are wrong and amils, but it is to be upder

ftood of a real covenanting with God, of a real and cor

dial accepting of the offer of Jeſus Chrift made to us in

the goſpel, whereby an union beruixt God and us thro '

him as Mediator is made up: Wherein there is God's

offer and promiſe, on the one fide ; and our faith, accep

ting of, and fubmitting to the terms and conditions on

which theoffer is made, on the other fide: Whereupon

there followeth a mutual cloſed bargain betwixt God and

us; or the very bargain is thus made up : And ſo, whats

ever way, we look upon and conſider our condition as evil.

or fad , whether in repect of challenges for, and convic

tions of fin , and of wrongs done toGod ; or in reſpect

of darkneſs, unclearners and confuſion ; or in repeat of

croſſes and afflictions; this is the way to win atche remedy..

thereof
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thereof. Thus David, 2 Sam . 23. 5. when he is drawing

near to death , and hath many challenges for things that

had been wrong in his perſonal walk and in his houſe,

which had brought on it much affliction and trouble; and

when he finds himſelfvery infirm, and under the want of

much of char lively ſenſe he had wont to have, he be

takes himfelf to this, Thougb ( fays he) my houſe be not ſo

with God, yet be batb made with me an everlaſting covenant ,

ordered in all things and ſure; and this is all my ſalvation

and all my defire , though he make it not to grow . And if

we look on the prodigal, Luke 15. when he is under a
conviction of his fin and miſery, what refolves he upon

as a remedy ? I will go ( faith he) to my Father, and Iwill

fay, Fatber, I bave finned, & c. The firſt thing he betakes

himſelf to, and reſolves opon, is, to catch hold of the
covenant-relation betwixt his Father and him. And there

is a neceſſity of this, on a tbreefold account ; 1. Becauſe

there can be no folid ground for extricaring and bringing

one out of an evilcondition, but by covenanting with God ;

for what elſe, I pray , can filence a challenge, or quiet

and calm the conſcience in reſpect of guilt, when it ſaith

to the perſon, Thou haft finned, and art liable to the

curfe ? There isno way to get ſin andthe curſe removed ,

but by fleeing to JeſusChriſt, and cloſing with God'sof

for of pardon upon the account of his fatisfaction reſted

on by faith : Therefore is faith compared to a ſhieldwbere

by we may quench the fiery darts of the devil. ' 'Tis true,

faith the ſoul accuſed of enmity againſt and wrongs done

to God, I was an enemy to him , and greatly wronged

him ; I was liable to his curſe and wrath for fin : But he

offered me pardon and reconciliarion thro' the Mediator,

and I have accepted of his offer, and do reft upon Chriſt's

ſatisfaction for pardon ; therefore I am juſtified, and ſhall
not come into condemnation. 2. Becauſe there can be no

peace to the ſoul, till there be ſome thorow evidence that

the covenant is fixed and made ſure; for this is the way

that God hath laid down for making peace : As the
quar

rel and curſe are founded on the breach of one covenant,

ſo our peace arifeth upon our engaging with God in ano

ther covenant ; hence are all thoſe promiſes, Jer. 30.21,

32, 33. and Heb. 8. which are ſo often repeated , I will
L2 PAIS
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pardon their iniquilies, I will remember tbeir fins no more,

&c. all which promiſes being privileges of a covenanter

with God, whoever would look for the performance of

"the promiſes, there is a neceſſity of their being in cove

nant with him ,ere they can expect the performance of

them, and atrain to peace . 3. Becauſe all that are with

out the covenant of grace are under the curſe, being liable

to the breach of the frt covenant : Therefore, Epb. 2.

theſe two are put together, Strangers from the covenant of

promiſe ; and having no bope, being without God and Chriſt

in the world : And ſo, to be without the covenant, is to be

without hope, and without God, and without Chrift,

Uſe i . Lay this for an unqueſtionable ground , that, if

ever ye be well , it muſt be by this covenant with God.

Is there any conviction of lin , of violating bygone en

gagements to God , and ofwrongs done to him ? Take it.

for a certain truth , that things muſt be thus adjuſted , and

thus ſecured betwixt God and you ; that ye muſt have par

don and peace, by encring into, and making fore the new

covenant with God on the grounds of his own grace : That

is , when God is treating with you, and declaring that he

is content to cloſe with you, on condition that ye will

take with your fin , renounce your own righteouſneſs and

fubmir' ro Chriſt's, and be content to liveto him all the

days of your life that are behind ; ſtep to, and cloſe with

him on his own terms : For the heart's yielding its conſent

to God, is the making of che covenant ; and that entitlech ,

to all the good that is in the Bible. In fum, ' cis chis, If ye.

( ſaith the Lord) accept of my offering myſelf to be your

God, and conſent to give up yourſelves to me, if ye
will

quit your own righteouſneſs and embrace Chriſt's , I will

pardon your fin, I will be forthcoming to you for hap

pineſs, and will fanctify you and make you fit to be par

takers of it : And your making of the covenant ſure, is

your yielding to behappyon theſe terms, even to be con

tent to take juſtification and pardon of fin freely, byvertue

of Chriſt's ſatisfaction , and to give up yourſelves to be his,

to be for him, and to live to him and not to yourſelves.

Asye get God engaged to be yours, ſo yeengage and ſub

ſcribe to be God's, and to walk ſuitably, according to

your engagement, in his ſtrength : To be for bim, and for

1
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* mo other, as the word is , Hof. 3. or as it is , Iſa. 44 ' 5

One fball ſay, I am the Lord's ; and another fall callbim

Self by the name of Jacob; and another shall fulfcribe with

bis band unto the Lord, and ſurname bimſelf by the name of

Ifrael : He ſhall, as it were, write down his name , I am

God's. This, in ſhort, is covenanting with God ; which

may be done in hearing the word , in praying, in media

caring, and in communicating ; when faith is distinctly , at

Jeaft really and truly , exerciſed on God's offer and promiſe;

and when, upon deliberation , there is a fincere refolving

with the perion's felf, I will take God as he offers himleit

to me, and will give up and away myfelf to him ; and

when, according to this reſolution , there is actually a

yielding to God .

Uſe 2. Seeing this is the only way to right and unravel

an evil and ravelled condition , let me exhort you to pich

on this as your great work , and to aim ar ic as your great

ſcope, chele days that are before you, that a good under

ftanding may be begotten berwixt God and you , and all

quarrels removed and taken away , by declaring and ac

knowledging your iniquities before him, and by covenant
ing with him on his own terms : This would make much

kindly heart- melting, and would make the communion to

be cheering and refreſhful, when , after a ſecretly cloſed

bargain with God , we ſhould come to receive his ſeal,

and to append and put to ours : And whatever roſſings

and difficulties there may be to get ourſelves made right

here ; yet wewould ſeriouſly endeavour to get our hearts

brought up , fincerely to ſay with the Pfalm.it, Pfal. 16 .

My ſoul bath ſaid unto tbe Lord , Ticou art my Lord; and

to win ar a ſertled deliberate yielding to God, ſo as there

may be quierneſs in it for the time to come .

uſe 3. There is here fad ground of expoftulation with ,

and reproof to many. I know not what many
of you are

doing ; moſt part, I ſuppoſe, are taken up about the oute

ward ordinances , but as to the main thing of making up

a covenant with God , as it is holden forth in the golpci,

I tear that is much neglected and miski nn'd : Yet let me

ſay it, tho' ye ſhould pray and we pal theſe days, with

out this it is impoflible ţhat ye can have peace, or win to.

have a good underſtanding betwixt God and you : t'u
yourܐܪ
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yourſelves therefore to the trial, and ſee if the frame of

your ſpirits be ſuch as holds any tolerable proportion to

the frame and poſture that Iſrael and Judab are repre

ſented to be in here : They are going , we are fireing ftill

they are weeping, our eyes are dry, and our hearts hard ;

the humble mournful way of religion , alas ! is much gone

from among us. Again , they are renewing the covenant;

but , ah ! what can we ſay , as to the ſecuring of things be

twixtGod and us ? Are not the moſt part as well fatisfied

with their ſtate and condition, as if there were nothing

wrong nor amiſs in it ? Alas ! ſhall we flubber and {curf

over religion, and vail ourſelves from ourſelves and from

others, when in the meantime our hearts and conſciences

might, if awake, tell us that weare not in covenant with

God ? I know, many of you will be ready to ſay, ye are

friends with God ; but let me ask fuch , Did ye everknow

and believe the enmity ? did ye ever apprehend yourſelves

to be ſtrangers to God, and without the covenant ? did ye

ever experimentally know any good that his word did to

you, as to the bringing of you under the bond of the

covenant ? hath any gracious change followed upon it ?

The truth is, many of you think tha: ye may go to hea

ven without the word , and the ſaying effects of it on your

hearts: Ye found them (as ye fancy ) always inclined to

love God ; ye ſuppoſe that ye were always in friendſhip

with him ; which, tho' there were nothing elſe to prove

it, is a manifeſt evidence that ye were never really in

friendſhip with him . But let me ask yet further, Did

ye ever know what it was, to make uſe of Chrift's medi

ation , inthemaking up of acovenant betwixt God and

you ? 'Tis like, ye will ſay, ye prayed ; but ye might

have done thar, choʻChriſt had never come into the world ,

and tho' there hadbeen no groundfor your acceptance on

his account. Bur I ſay again, What uſe made ye of his

mediation and ſufferings ?I tear ye know little or nothing

at all of this ; bur ye come to him , becauſe ye imagine

that he bears a good-will to all finners, and is very eafy

to be dealt with , and that God the Father is more in

exorable and a harder Party to deal with than he ; as if

Jelus Chriſt the Sou were not as jul as the Father ; or,

29
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as if God the Father were not as ready, thro'a Media

tor, to accept of finners, as the Son is. ' 'I would ask you

yer further, Do ye chink , or can ye with any juſt reaſon

think, that your covenanr is fure , when ye know neither

what it is, nor how ye have enored into it ? In the cove

naot, as there is an offer on God's fide, To there muſt be

a receiving on yours : Tho' I granç that oftentimes this,

to ſerious fouls , will be unclear, and it will be their bur

den that they have not Atrong enough defires to have it

thorow and clear ; fuch poor fouls would put their dark

neſs; unbelief and undexrerouſneſs in Chriſt's hand to uc

helped. But 'ris á fad marrer, thar, when we Thould be

praying you to cloſe with Chriſt in the covenant, it muſt

be ourwork, and the hardeſt piece of it, to Make many

of you out of your preſumption : ' Tis no pleaſure to us,

God knowerh , to preach you out of the covenant; but

your preſumption layeth a neceffity on us, to lance you to

the quick, and to ſearch down to the borrom of your ſores;
becauſe there muſt be diſcovered and laid open, before

there can be any juft ground for the application of conlo.

lation : If once we could get you brought under a thorow
Conviction that ye have been deluding yourſelves, we

might yet have ſweet, lively, comfortable and retrefhfül

days: If ye were in this poſture, going and werping for

perverting your ways, with your faces towards Zion , to

wards God thro' the Mediator , ye might expect God's

bleſſing on theſe folemn ordinances, and that there ſhould

be a covenant made up with him never to be forgotten . O !

be ſerious in the bufineſs, and ler not this opportunity go

by you dnimproved to the beſt and demoſt advantage ; and

himſelf graciouſly help you hereunto.

กระ ดา นะคะจะไat ครั้งที่ ดด ดดีใจ นะ คะ

Jeremiah 50. ver. 4, 5 .

In thoſe days, and in that time, faith the Lord, the children

of IſraelBall come, they and the childrenof Judah toge

iber, going and weeping They Jhall go, and ſeek the Lord
their God .

L 4
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Verſe 5 .
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Verſe 5. They mall ask the way to Zion , with their faces

thitberward, ſaying, Come and let us join ourſelves to the

Lord, in a perpetual covenant that fall not be forgotten.
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SE R M O N II.

Orepanting with God , if it be real , well-grounded

and ſure, is a buſineſs of incom.parably greateſt con

cern and advantage to finners ; but when it is other

wiſe, and only imagined without any folid ground, 'ris

attended with the greateſt diſappointment and prejudice ✓

imaginable : A man in that caſe fancieth himſelf to be in

a ſtate of friendſhip and favour with God, while, in the

mean time, he is an enemy to God, and God an enemy to

him ; and is there any diſappointment or diſadvantage in

the world comparable to that ? It is one great end and

deſign of all ordinances, that ſtrangers to God by nature

may be engaged to him, and made to become his cove

nanted people ; it was for this end that Chriſt came into

the world , and laid down his life, and ſhed his precious

blood, even to bring finners into a covenant of reconcili

ation and friendſhip with God : And therefore the ordi

nance, that is now approaching, is called the New Coole

nant, or New Teſtament in hisblood.

The words have in them a ſhort and ſweet ſum and

compend of the gracious frame of a people , turning home

to God, to get a broken covenant made up : Ifrael and

Judab having deeply declined from the bleſſed ſtate and

condition wherein God had once graciouſly put them ,

their return and repentance is here both propheſied of,

and promiſed ; and this is the great thing which they de

ſign in their returning , even to get the knot (to ſay ſo )

of the covenant betwixt God and them made faſt and ſure,

ſo as they may never any more be ſeparated from him.

We ſhall at this time Mortly name fome general obſer•

vations from the words ; the firft whereof is this, I bat

there is nothing that a people, who have any convictions of their

fin and of their diftance from God, pould more fingly ain

at, and ſeriouſly ſeek after, than to be firmly joined to the

Lord in covenant, or tobe in good terms with bim, according to
bis
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kis covenant : For the come to the ſame amount, to be

in goodsterms with God , to be reconciled to God, and be in

covenant with God , by the one wecome to the other : This,
we ſay, ſhould be aimed at, and ſought after by all that

are naturally born enemies to God, aliens and Arangers to

the cover ant of promije, without hope, and without God in

the world, Eph .2. 12. compared with v . 1 , 2, 3. where, to

be dead in fins and treſpaſes, is expounded , to be with

out the covenant. But more eſpecially thoſe who are touch

ed with the ſenſe of their fin, ſhould have this for their

aim , deſign and endeavour ; as we ſee in theſe ſpoken of

here, who, when they come to any ſenſe of their fin,

this is clearly their great deſign and work very ſeriouſly

and clofly purſued by them .

To clear and confirm ii , take theſe three words. Con.

fider , 1. What ſtate and condition man naturally is in ;

2. What God is to man in reference to that eftare ; And ,

3. What covenanting with God is : And we will find that

there is nothing which he ſhould more ſeriouſly deſign
and ſeek atrer. ift, Man is naturally an enemy to God,

and , in reſpect of his malicious deſperate inclination ,

given to thwart with God , wherebyGod ftands as an ene

my to him : He is liable to the curſe of God , and God is

as an armed man againſt him , as Job (peaks ; and he , like

an unarmed child , running on the boſſes of his buckler .

3dly, Confider, that God is not only an enemy, but ftands
Gated as ſuch, with his curſe againſt ſinners, according to

that word , Curſed is every one that continuetb not in all

things written in the law to do them ; and this curſe is like

the flaming ſword in the hand of the cherubims, which with

terror, ſeparates betwixtGod and the finger, ſo that there

is no acceſs for him to God ; and , if he have any thoughts

of God, he is troubled with them ; and all the creatures

are armed againſt him , ſo that he can expect nothing but

enmity from every ſtone of the field. 3dly, Confider,

that covenanting with God is that whereby a man, who
is naturally at enmity with God, cometh to be in friend

ſhip with him , and hath the face of every thing altered :
The medication of God is ſweet to him ; the creatures are

in league with him ; the angels become miniftring ſpirits

to him ; all God's diſpeolations become lovely, and do
work

.
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work together for his good, even thoſe that are in them .

lelves moft rerrible ; death and the grave become fervants

to him ; and , being in covenant with God , he can triumph

over them and all troubles and perfecutions, and ſay that

he is more than conqueror in them all, as it is , Rom. 8.

And faith ihe apoftle to ſuch, i Cori 3. All things are yours,

whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or life, or death,

things preſent or things to come, are all yours, and ye are

Cbrifi's. Is it any wonder then, that a poor foul, rouched

with the ſenſe of ſin , be defirous and ſolicitous to be in

covenant with God ? And therefore, whether we look

upon it as a dury, or as an evidence of a perſon truly

humbled for fin, it is very deſirable, and ſhould be fe

Tjouſly ſought after.

The uſe ſerves to ſhow, That the great ſcope, which

ye ſhould now have beforeyou ,
is to have a broken cove

nant made up with God ; it mould be your main deſign

put this grand buſineſs to a point, that there may beno

war, but a fanding league betwixt God and you : And

therefore, whoever they be that facisfy themſelves with

going aboutthe ordinances, and misken chis, they certain

Jy miſtake the mark : The great matter is not to come to

the communion , neither is it to win at ſomewhat of heart•

ſofineſs, or to a little lenſe, which are good; but it is real

ly to be in covenant with God , to be able to ſay on good

ground, The Lord is my God ; my Beloved ismine, and I am

bis: And when he faith , Return, backſliding children ; to

be in caſe to anſwer with the heart , Bebold , we come unto

thee, for thou art the Lord our God . This is indeed a de

frable thing; and he is an unhappy man that doth not,

that will not heartily defire and ſeek after it .

S condly, From their very great ſeriouſneſs,, in going

and weeping,in going to ſeek the Lord, asking theway

to Zion , and from their encouraging one another to join

in covenant with the Lord, Obſerve, That where there is

any fincerity or begun work of grace , it fbews itſelf in no

xbing ſooner, than in an impulſe to be atcovenanting with God,

and to have ſome clearneſs therein. For, only to be in cove

pant, and not to have the knowledge of ir , cannot give

that peace and comfort which a prefent fad exerciſe calleth

for; therefore, lay they , while they are going and weep

1

.
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ing, Come and let us join ourſerves'to ibe Lord in a perpetual

covenant, that ſhall not be forgotten : So then , we lay, that

a fincere and gracious work of God appears in nothing

ſooner, than in this impulſe to have the covenant of God

fixed and put outof doubt ; to have this at a point , is

their great defigo here , and they are very ferious in it.

So, ifa . 44. where ver. 3, there is a promiſe of the work

of the Spirit in fan &tifying; and how is this work of the

Spirit proved ? or wherein doth it appear ? Even thus,

ver. 5. One fall ſay, I am ibe Lord's ; and another sballcall

bimſelf by the name of Jacob; and another fball ſubſcribe

with bisband unto tbe Lord, and ſurname kimſelf by the

name of Iſrael. The work of God's Spirit, when he

comes to fan &tify and ſave, is ſuch as makes a man run

and devote himſelt to God , wirb band , heart and mourh :

Ye never ſaw people more quickly and with better will

come to the Church at the moſt ſolemn occaſion, than

( when this work is begun , or there is any kindly exerciſe

about it ) ſerious ſouls will be ready to run with their

heart to ſubſcribe to God's covenant, when the terms of

ir are laid out before them . Only advert to theſe two

things in this obſervation. ( 1. ) When I ſpeak of entring

in covenant with God, I mean of the heart's cloſing with

him byfaith , according as he offers himſelf in this gof

pel: When he faith , Quit and renounce your own righ

teouſneſs, and take mine ; quit and abandon your lufts

and idols, and give yourſelves to me, and I will be your

God , and be forthcoming to you in all things that con

cern your happineſshere and hereafter; the heart yields,

and ſays, Content, Lord , the offer is good , and I accept of

it : And as wiveswere wont ( as it is yet the cuſtom ) to fure

name themſelves by their husbands, ſo doth theſoul, upon

the matter, in this covenant, ſubſcribe, I am God's . This

is called a yielding toGod, or the giving of the band to

bim, 2 Chron. 30. 8. & Rom . 10. 3. it is called a ſubmit

ting to the righteouſneſs of God. ( 2.) When we ſpeak of

this impulſe towards, or defire of covenanting with God ,

it is not to be underſtood of every raw wiſh,fuch as Baa

laam had , to bein heaven ; but it is a ſeriouſly urging im .

pulſe, an earneſt hunger and thirſt, and an ardentlonging

to have this at a point : lc is ſuch a thirfting defire, as all
che
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the world bclide will nor be able to quench ; it makes the

foul eager in the purſuit of the thing, even to meet and

cloſe with God in the covenant ; It is , in effect , thar

which, Mattb. 5.6. is called a burgring and thifting after

rigbteouſneſs, becauſe it hath in it a fixed louging with holy

pain , which, Cant. 5. 8. is called a being ſick of love : Ic
defire as makts the heart even faint and fick for.

the want of the thing deſired , which can be Carisfied with

ngrhing elſe ; no more than a very hungry man can be ſa

tisfied , if handtuls of gold were offered to him ; it is

mear he muſt have. In this reſpect ( which will be the

reaſon of the doctrine ) Chrift Jelus is called the food of

the foul, and the covenant is like the pap, whereby Chriſt's

fulneſs is communicated and conveyed io us; for we have

no acceſs to Chriſt but by the covenant: Therefore , Eph.

2. 12. theſe two are put together, being without Cbrift,

and being without the covenant; and Iſa. 66. 11 , 12. con

verts are ſaid to ſuck and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of the

Church's conſolation , and to be danaled on ber knees ; Belie

vers are like new -born babes, whom nothing can facisfy ,

or do good to, bur the breaſts ; and the ordinances are, as

it were, the breaſts at which they ſuck, and which are as
ſo many pipes to convey to them fpiritual nouriſhment : To

which the apoſtle alluderh , 1 Pet. 2. 2. when he faith, As

new -born babes, defire the fincere milk of the word, tbat ge

may grow thereby ; if ſo be that ye have taſted that the

Lord is gracious : And then follows, To whom coming as

anto a living ftone, &c . Jeſus Chriſt is themilk , and the
word the

pap that conveys him : And as the firſt thing

ibar evidenceth life to be in a new - born babe, is húnger

after the breaſt ; ' ſo it is here, the covenant ſatisfies the

new- born new creature,

The Uſe of the point ſerves to put you to look back,

and to conſider, whether ever ye have in
your experience

known this, wherein fpiritual life ſhews itteit, even co be

holily fond (or browden, fo to 1pcak ) on the pap : The

regenerate foul cannot endure to be kepr back from

ſucking the breaſts of theſe conſolarions that are in the

covenant. Now , 'cis very probable that many will catch

at this, as a very comfortable mark of regeneration to

themſelves, and will be ready to ſay, Why, have we not

1
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this delire to be in covenant with God ? and , if that will

be proof of a work of grace , we want it not : And theſe

Jews, here ſpoken of, before their coming to be in this

bleſſed frame, were ready to boaſt that they were Abra

bam's children, and that chey had a deſire to be in cove

nant with God ; but it will be another ſort of defire and

eagerneſs which they will have, when the Redeemer comes

out of Zion, to turn away iniquity from Jacob. But, thac

ye may know what this defire and impulſe that we ſpeak

of is , and if indeed ye have it , confider theſe evidences

of it '; 1. That it is an ardent and vehemenr deſire, a

preſſingly urgent impulte ; not ſuch as ye have had all

your days, but 'cis an effect of the Spirit's out- pouring ,

as that parallel place with this , viz . Zech . 12. 10. clears ;

I will ( faith the Lord ) pour upon the boufe of David the

Spirit of grace, &c. Away with that grace, with that faith

and love, which are as old as yourſelves. 2. This deſire

and impulſe hath ſuch a vehemency with it , as puts the

man to his feet, to go and pray , and to go weeping : It

ftirreth him then ſo , as he muſt needs go, tho'he bemuch

in the dark, and knows not ſo well and diftin & ly whither

he is going ; becauſe love to be in covenant with God , will

in a manner make a fool go right to God ; tho' there is

reaſon that he Tould ſeek after help to his infirmity. The
defires of many are like the flaggard's defire, who lieth

ftill on his bed, and his eaſe ſlays him : This defire maketh

ſome holy ſtir, and rouzeth to diligence in the uſe of

3. This deſire is fuch, as never dies out, till the

perſon be thorow in the point of covenanting with God ;

and therefore, tho' he ſhould be put as it were ' to dig

wells in the wilderneſs, and to go from Arength to ſtrength ,

yet he will adventure on it , and hold on in his way:

The apoſtle; Philip. 3. ſpeaks of it as his one thing ; and ,

when perſons are ſuitably ſerious in this, it is their one

thing, and not a piece of work only on the by ; and , if

they may come to it in all their lifetime, they think (as

they have reaſon to do that they make a good bargain,

and have gained a noble prize : Never did a man on horſe

back, in a race , (pur faſter than they do, that by any

means they may atrain ir. 4. The principle of deſire

after covenanting with God, holds them conftantly in an

means.
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eftimation of, and ſucking at it as the means of their life ;

as the babe cannot live without the breaſts, ſo they cannot

live without the covenant, they cannot reft buc in it : I

ſpeak not now what believers are in their declinings ; bur,

when they are in a right frame, they have no being but in

this covenant; they muſt needs have milk flowing through

the breaſts of it for their nouriſhment. That is a curſed

lite, or sather death , of perſons, who come to the word,

and care rot whether it be made lively or not ; and come

to the communion, and care not whether they get by ir

any life and comfort or not :-And a curſed faith , that keeps

ſouls from making uſe of Chriſt; and ſuch is the faith of

many hearers of the goſpel. Now, covenanting is the

believer's earneſt, and they are thereby made to forget

their fathers houſe, in hope to be admitted to dwell with

Çhrift for evermore.

Thirdly, Obferve, That a well- qualified defire of cove

nanting with God is a good token of converſion ; or , A rightly

biaſed defire of being in covenant with God is the language

of perfons coming home to God : Come (fay they ) and let

us join ourſelves tothe Lord in a perpetual covenant. The

Lord ſets down this as their commendation , and as an evi.

dence of his begun gracious work in them : They, no

doube, had words of covenanting before, butwantedthis

righ impulſe and deſire, and therefore fat ftill : But now

they are much aftected, ſtirred , and put to their feet; it

being an effect of the poured- out Spirit on them . We

tay, this is a good token of a begun work of grace, and

of perſons their coming home to God ; becauſe this im

pulie towards, and deſire of covenanting with God, ſpeaks

out theſe three. ( 1. ) The ſenſe of their need of him , and

that they cannot live without him ; and the hopping of

their mouth with holy ſhame and confulion before God .

( 2. ) An high eſtimation that they have of him, a judging

that they have no happineſs but in him. ( 3. ) Io ſpeaksour

faith , in their actual betaking of themſelves to him for

the upmaking of what they want and ſtand in need of :

There is ſomewhat of all theſe in the prodigal, who,

when he came to himſelf, reckons thus with himtelf, 1.

perilo for bunger; this points at the ſenſe of his need .

2. Ibére is bread enough in my Father's houſe and to Jpare ;

cove
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which ſhews his believing eſteem of the fulneſs of God

for a ſupply of his need, and for making him , a poor mi

ſerable perifhing wretch, compleatly happy :. 3. His re

ſolacion is, I will go and say, Father, & c. this holds out

his actual purpoſe of covenancing with God, ' which hath

always fairh in it : It is the fame on the matter with this,

Come and let us join ourſelves to the Lord in a perpetual Couan

nant.

The Uſe of it ſerveth to thew whar a ſerious or well

qualified defire after covenanting with God is, and where

in it confifts; And chofe things that are marks of it, may

alſo ſerve for directions how to go about it arig br. ift, This

well qualified or frious defire of covenanting with God ,

floweth from a twofold conviction ; 1. From a conviction

of peoples fin and breach of covenane formerly , and of

their diſtance from God ; whereof we fpake somewhat

the lafi day. We are afraid that many of you think you

defire, when yet ye never knew arigheyourguilt in break

ing covevant, nor took up aright the diftance betwixt

God and you : Ir is ope fort ot defire that a whole man

hath , co ſpeak with the phyſician, and another that a fick

man hash ; it is of the latter that we mean here. 2. From

a conviation of the want of God's company : Theſe here

know now , tho they be Abrabam's feed, that yer they

are nevertheleſs naturally enemies to God and Chriſt, and

without both ; and therefore they ſeek him , and to make

ą.covenang with him . There are ſome that pretend to be

ſeeking God and Chrift, and yet they have bim , they

think, always in their hearts. But ſpeak foberly ; did ye

ever want or miſs him ? It may be, at the one word ye

will ſay, We hope not ; and at che next word, perhaps,

Too often : And it is fin bur a gueſſing at the best.

When the prodig al came to himſelf, he ſaw that he had

been (to ſpeak fo ) in the wrong cloſe. 2dly, This well .

qualified dehre hatha kindlyheart-fofineſs with is, which

is a good, tho' a very rare thing: They go bere weeping ;

and when they are a ſaying theſe words, Come and letus

join to the Lord in covenant,theirtears are trickling down.

Ir is a good and hopeful defore, which isexpreffed with

the tear in the eye, proceeding from a ſuitably affected

heart: There are, alas! many of our deſires thatdo not
kind.
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kindly affect , neither do they make any change; the heart

remaineth dead, ftiff and hard under them . 3dly , This

well qualified defire puts on to diligence, and is not like

the Nuggard's deſire: Therefore they go and ſeek tbe Lord ;

they are eager and earneſt in the matter, and are taken up

with it. This defire will make the man ſomerimes forget

to eat bis bread, and it may be to pray ſeven times a day

(what if I had ſaid twice ſeven times ? ) and very

withdraw from all company, at leaſt, that is not edifying

and profitable, and to retire to the fields or to the cham

ber, quietly to lay, as it were,a chaſe by the purſuit of

faith to the finding out of God's company : It will make

him and her go to the pooreſt body in all the town or

village , that is gracious , to ask the way to Zion ; this is also

a very rare thing. Ye all know the way to heaven , as ye

think, and this makes you fooliſhly confident, till ye run
yourſelves into the mire and into the pit at laſt, if

grace ,

by making a ſaving change, prevent not. 4tbly, This

well-qualified deſire is a humbling deſire : There's no

pleading here with God, of the privilege of their relati

on they have to Abraham , and to the covenant made with

him ; they cannot find in their hearts, nor have they con- . ,

fidence, to do that : They judge themſelves to be very un

like him , and they carry humbly towards one another,

glad to ask the way at, and to get fome knowledge of it :

from one another, how they may win forward ; they are

like the Spouſe, who faith to the daughters of Jeruſalem ,

· Cant. 5. If yefee my Belocal, tell bim that I am făck of love ;
Take my commendations (as if ſhe had faid ) to him, and

lay out my cafe before him . Such ferious and humble ſouls

will be glad to take help in the way from any body that

can give it; which ſaich, that they are diligent and pain

ful.stbly, This deſire , as it may, is always ferring for

ward ; tbey are going and asking the way ; and tho they

have a ſtrong side (as it were) againſt them, yet the wind

of their own defire and impulſé ſteereth them through ,

and maketh them ftem che port; and cho' they make but

flow progreſs, yet it is always towards Zion . 6tbly , This

delire is a peremptory and (co ſay ſo ) an illimited deſire ,
and that in a twofold reſpect, i . In reſpect of coming at

God : It muſt have him, and will not ſubmit to the wapc

of

1
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of him ; communion with him it muſt have. 2. In this

reſpect, that it maketh no condition with God of its own ,

but is heartily well content to take him on his own terms:

This indeed is a notably good mark of a well -qualified

defire, when a ſoul delires not ſo much to be at heaven ,

as to be atGod ; and when it is ( as I juſt now faid ) con

tent to take him on his own terms. Many will delireGod

and heaven, but with ſome ſuch fecret reſervation as this,

that they get leave to bruik their lufts and idols, thac

they may haveliberty to ripple and crifle away their time,

to take theiç fill of the world, to be in credit and repu

tation , and to purſue after ſome one thing or other in the

world ; or at leaſt they muſt be allowed to go about the

eſtabliſhing of their own righteouſneſs: But this deſire is

waited with the abandoning of all idols , without any al

lowed exception or reſervation, and with the renouncing

of ſelf-righteouſnefs alſo in the point of juftification ; and

therefore 'cis called, ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs of God :
It ſays not a word againſt the terms of the covenant, bur

holds all. Theſethings were good to be feriouſly thought

on , and fought after, in our approaching to the tableof

the Lord , to renew our covenant with him ; and , where

they arenot in ſome meaſure, our deſires will not be found

to be of the right kind : ' Ir were therefore very ſuitable

for you, to think , how ye may get your hearts quickned

and warmed with vehement and unquenchable deſires after

this covenanting with God, and after the water of lite.

0 ! know ye any thing of this ? There are ſome who

have found it in experience, and who can'repreſent ic

better to themſelves than we can expreſs it : Ye who ,

have had your hearts panting for God, for the living God, as

David faith his heari did, Pfal. 42. can tell what raw

wiſhes were before, and that the grace of God works ſuch

defires as have another fort of edge on them , and have a

holy diſquieting and reftlefs hunger for the breaſts of

God's covenant, and cannot reft nor be ſatisfied , yea, not

live without them ..

Fourtbly, Obferve, Tbat a people or perſon may have ſome

fincere defires after covenanting with God, and yet bave muclo

weakneſs, many infirmities and fears in the accomplibing of

ibat their defign. Mapy poor puzzled and perplexed fouls.
M
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рау have this honeft defire, and yet not know well how

put the thing in practice ; even like unto thele renas

tioned here, who are going toward Zion to join themſelves

to the Lord in covenant, and yer are asking the way :

They have covenanting with God in their eye as the great

ſcope, but are ignorant in a conſiderable meaſure of the

way ; yer they fit not ſtill till they get the way ( as ic

were ) deſcribed on a card to them , but they riſe and

make forward as they may. I nothing doubt , the truth of

this do &trine is known in experience hy fome ſerious, tho

much toſſed and puzzled fouls, who have ſome honeſt and

earneft longings after him , and after covenanting with him ;

who yer know not well how to win at him , or how to

make this covenanting practicable : Thus the honeſt well

meaning daughters of Jeruſalem ask the Spouſe, Cant. 6 .

Wbither is the Beloved gone, that we may seek him with

thee ? There was a ſincere defire after him , and a fixed

purpoſe to be at him , and to decline po lahout nor pains .

in order to coming by him ; yet they know not well whi

ther to go for finding of him : Even like honeft Mary,

who, John 21. would fain have Chrift; and comes to the

grave to ſeek him , and , miffing him , weeps; and , when

the angels ſpeak to her to comforther, that will not do.

it: She continues till weeping , and tells the cauſe; Ibey

bave taken away my Lord, andIknow not where they bave

laid bim . It was an evidence of the honeſty of her de

fire, thattho' The knew not where he was, yet ſhe could

nor be diverted by any thing from a mournful, reftlefs

and diligent purſuit after his prefence. This may pro

ceed partly, in the if place, From believers their infir

mity, and their not being thorow in the knowledge of

goſpel.myſteries ; from their ignorance of the parties and

conditions of the covenant, of the nature , properties, and

promiſes of it . If they knew how kind and condeſcen

ding the Lord is , higre near he brings his word, how little

he will take off their hand , how folid the covenant is,

how ſure the Cancioner is, and how their part of the co

venant is undertaken for, as well as God's, they would

not have ſuch doubrs and fears ; hence, Rom. 14. they

who are weak in knowledge are ſaid to be weak in faith ,

becauſe through their ignorance they have many doubts.

100
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ſalvation , ye

This makes me to think, that , if many of you had ſinceriry

and ſeriouſneſs in the great concern of your

would be much and almoſt inextricably puzzled , how to

rid yourſelves in many things you would meet with in your
condition : Becauſe of the abounding of your ignorance,

ye cannot, alas ! tell what repentance is, what cloſing
with Chriſt in the covenant is, what Chriſt's offices are,

and what uſe ſhould be made of them ; and therefore, if

ye were put into any ſtrait or dump through the ſenſe of

fin, it needed be no great wonder thar ye ſhould be in

much confufion , and did not know what to do to get out

of it. It were good, therefore, that ye ſtudied the know

ledge of God, and of the covenant ; that, if ever God do
you good, ye mayhave ſome clearneſs and diſtinctneſs in

the way of the remedy of your evils, and of the extri.

cacing you out of your difficuleies. But that which keeps

many quier,'is , alas ! their own preſumption grown to a

great height, and the devil's rocking them faſt aſleep in

the cradle of ſecurity : It is a wonder to ſee ſo many very

confident of peace with God , who yet know not how ic .

is come at ; when God couches.your conſcience , ye will be

puc to cry, What Ball we do? becauſe of your igno

2dly, I proceeds partly from want ot experience ;

hence, tho' fome, it may be, have light and know

ledge, yet, wanting experience of the thing, they are at

a ftand, and know not what to do in this or that caſe :

Juſt as it a man were to go to London, and were informed

of all the towns and poſts in the way ; -yet when he comes

to advarce in his journey, not having gone the way be

fore, he is often in doubt whether he he right: So it is

with many, who- from literal knowledge can tell whac

faith and repentance is ; but when their ſpirits are jum

bled (to ſpeak fo ) confuſed and put through other, the

matter looks far otherwiſe upon them ; and they are like

a man whocoming to a ſhallow and ſafe foord of a river

that is mudded, yet fears to take it, becauſe he hath not

ridden it before ; whereas another, that hath gone thorow

ir, can confidently hazard on it : And indeed ie is no

marvel to fee much of this even amongſt believers. A

3d cauſe or ground whence this may proceed, is, prejudi es

rance .

M 2 25
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ai che way of God, and of perſons at themſelves. Men

have naturally a ſort of goſpel of their own, that they

cannot go by , cill ſomeway they be conſtrained ; and,

when God puts them to it, they are at a ſtand. As for in

ſtance, there is this prejudice in fome, that they think

none can go and warrantably cake hold of God's covenant,

till they be ſo and lo humbled ; that they cannot go with

convictions or challenges, till they get ſomemore deep

heart-work, or be in a better and more tender , frame :

Hence Peter faith to Chriſt, Luke 3. very unreaſonably ,

Depart from me, for I am a fenfutman, O Lord ; whereas
David reaſoned otherwiſe, and much more pertinently ,

Pſal. 25. when he faith, Pardon my iniquity, for it is great :

And hence the queſtion ariſeth , Wbat Jall we do ? and ,

when they are bidden believe, they object , Ah ! we are

finners, and have evil and hard hearts; and are unhumbled.

Look what paſſed betwixt Peter and his hearers, Acts 2 .

he layeth our before them their horrid guilt in crucifying

Cbrif ; they are pricked in their bearts, and cry , Wbat

Mall we do ? He bids them Repent and be baptiſed , which

takes in faith ; and , v.41 . it is ſaid , that Tuch as were

kindly touched , gladly received the word. Now, I pray,

what if they had objected, Can we, that have even now,

or a very litile fince, had our wicked hands embrued in

the precious blood of Chriſt, believe on him ? Come a

way ( faith be on the matter) for there is no other way to

pardon and peace with God. Therewas much of this in

the primirive times amongſt the Chriftian Romans, Corin

thians, Galatians, and Hebrewws, many prejudices at and

wrong conceptions of the goſpel and covenant of grace,

and therefore they would have patched up a goſpel of

grace and of works ; they would have brought in the ce

remonies of the law , and eſtabliſhed a ſelf -righteouſneſs:

And this in particular is one great prejudice that the

devil laboureth deeply to poffefs the minds of wakned

finners with , even to make them thinkthat it is preſump

tion for them , tho' they would fain do it, to come to Chrift

and by faith to cloſe with him, unleſs they be fo and lo
qualified : As long as they are ſecure , he makes them

take their preſumpcion for faith ; but the next day , when

they are wakned and exhorted to betake themſelves to

2
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Chriſ by faith, he calls that alſo preſumption. And in

deed , as it is Satan's manner to drive finners on extremes,

ſo it is our way to run into extremes : That which made

us call our preſumption faith , is the fame which makes us

call our faith preſumprion ; becauſe we lay it for a ground,

that it is our honeſty or good diſpoſition, and ſo and ſo

qualified frame, that muſt commend usto God : And there

fore, while we conceive tha: we have that, it is che ground

of our preſumption; and when the conſcience is wakned ,

and we find that wewant that, we cannot believe, A 416

cauſe or ground whence this , in fome, may proceed, who

would tain believe , is not ſo much their darkiets and igno

rance of the way, as the backwardneſs , frowardneſs, and

deceit of their heart, that will not , for chem , come up to

it : Such are puzzled and perplexed what to do , becauſe

they cannot ger it well done and as they would ; ſuch are

like a good archer that can ſhoot well , but hath a deceira

ful bow, which , when he hath pur his arrow on the ſtring,

and hath drawn it to the very head, ſtarts aſide, and

makes him quire miſs his mark ; the fault and defect is noc

in the man's skill , but in the bow. We the rather make uſe

of this compariſon, that the holy Ghoſt doth ſo in the

ſcripture, reſembling our heart to a deceitful bow , that

turns aſide ; fo char chey, who are acquainted with their

own hearts, know not what to do with them , how to guide

them, and bring them up unto, or hold them at any thing

that is good : And tho ', it may be , they could to good

purpoſe give directions to others in ſuch a cale ; yerthey

find their own hearts very uncractable to admit of them ,

as if they did not ſuit or meet with their own caſe. This

is indeed a very puzzling difficulty; yet to ſuch perplexed
ſouls there is no new direction to be given , but ihe re

newed exerciſe of faith , and to put the directions, which

they know , in practice; and when one ſhot ( to ſpeak 10)

miſgives, co eſſay another: Not to ſeek (as it were) a
new ſtring, but to caft a new knot on ir ; and , it two knors

fhould flip, to caſt a bird , improving more that grace of

the covenant to make them hold better ; Therefore, Ads

2. when thoſe pricked in their hear's ask, what chey ſhall

do, Peter bids rhem repent; they were begun to do ſo ,

and he bids them be doing and go 'on, Ye then that are

indeed

1
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indeed ſerious, and to whom your ſhort-comingsare really

your ſouls burden , would not think it any uncouth ,

ſtrange or extraordinary thing , to find deſire and afte &ti

on running far before your light and practice, (tho'ye

would endeavour to have them foot- fide) a : Chriſtian's

defire may be a day's journey (as it were) before himſelf,

as to his attainment: And indeed in ſome reſpect it would

nor be good if it were otherwiſc ; for it is no good figa

of progreſs in God'sway, when the deſires of perſons go

no further length than their practice, or when their

practice falls nothing ſhort of their deſires : Both in that

cafe are to be much ſuſpected ; for even eminently holy

Paul ſees himſelf to be behind, Pbilip. 3. when he faith ,

I think not myſelf perfe &t, but one thing I co, forgetting the

things that are bebind, and reaching forth to thoſe thingsthat

ae before, I preſs towards the mark: Where he came one

poft in his attainment, his defire was ten , in a manner, be

fore him . And ſo is it with thoſe people here (poken of,

Come ( ſay they) let us join ourſelves to the Lord ; they find

themſelves to be behind, and endeavour ' to work them

ſelves up, and to draw themſelves and one another for

ward. We muſt now draw to a cloſe, and ſhall therefore

but touch the following obſervations, and paſs them in a

word.

Fiftbly, Obſerve, That in peoples covenanting with God,

their deſires and deſigns will be much ſooner propoſed and

laid down, than they will be got accompliped and put in exé .

cution , or than they will win to ſatisfy themſelves therein.

Altho' an union be betwixt Chriſt and them, yet they are

not ſatisfied, till they be ſomewhat clear and diſtinct about

it : They are like the prodigal , who, being in another

and ftrange country , faith firit, I will go, then he ariſeth ;

and, I will say tomy Fatber, before he actually ſpeak to

his Father himſelf, calling him Father : Some real acting

of faith preceeds his more diftin & fatisfying acting of it.

There is a faith in reſolving to believe , belore there be a

refting of faith or fayed believing ; and yet ic is fsich

that begers that ſame reſolution : If the prodigal had not

had comefaith of enough in bis Father's houſe, and of his

Father's affection , he would not have reſolved to go home ;

and

M



a Buſineſs of the greateſt Concern . 183

fy

20

1

01.

and theſe people mentioned here would not have ſet their

faces towards' Zion , if they had not had ſome begun

fturings of faith .

Sixthly, Obſerve, That it is a good token to be asking ſerin

ouſly the way to beaven, tho' tbe askers be 3.0t ro clear in it ;

There is ſome ground to think that ſuch perſons are in

the way ; and if they hold on , and follow the directions

of the word, they may come chither. It is far better to

be diſſatisfied , and to ask he way ; than not to ask, and

yer to be ſatisfied with our own knowledge of the way:

Seventbly, Obſerve, Ibat perſons may fall very far bort

of their deſire, and have much ir firmity, and may meet with

many puzzling difficulties how to accomplib wbat they

would be at ; yet, where a ſerious and longing defire is waka

ned after covenanting with God, tbey ſbouldgo forward and

follow it forth. This people are more of what they deli

red, and yet they go ; and they know not (as it were)

where to let down the next foot till they ask the way , yet

they go on ftill asking : There is no difpuring here , but

forward wethould go . I ſuppoſe, theſe here ſpoken of

might have had ſeveral difficulties ſtarted, and ſeveral ob

ſtructions laid in their way ; yet on they go : As, If ,

this, that they were covenant- breakers; yet they, taking

ſeriouſly with it , ſtep over that, and ſay notwithilanding ,

Come let us join ourſelves to the Lord in a covenant. 2dly,

They might have thought, that it was a very long journey ,

and that they would never be able to gochorow to the

end of it; beſides that, they were under the dominion of

ſtrange kings , who were Heathens : So it may be fäid on

the marter , and is often ſaid to ſerious ſouls, that would

fain believe , Can ye believe ?-It will not be wich you :

ye not under the feet of many tyrannousluſts ? and how

will ye win free from them ? Yer they reſolve, and muſt,

yea dare not but reſolve to go forward; and the reaſon is,

becauſe they reſolve to take with their guilt, and to make

uſe of the covenant for anſweringand filencing of chal

lenges ; and they reſolve alſo , if the journey be long, to

make uſe of the covenant for ſtrengthto make them hold.

on and hold out in it. The weak believer , when ſuch

doubts are ſtarted , ſhould make uſe of the promiſes of the

covenant , ſuch as theſe ; Faithful is be who kas called you ,
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who alſo will do it, i Theſſ. 5. 24. Return, back.ſliding

children, and I will healyour backſlidings, faith the Lord :

And then follows, Bebold , we come unto tbee ; for thou art

the Lord our God, Jer. 3. 22. They yield themſelves to the
Lord. A 3d difficulty is their ignorance. They might

have ſaid , We know not the way, and how can we think

to come where we deſire and deſign to be ? (as ſome will

be ready to ſay, We can tell ſome words of the catechiſm ,

but, alas ! we know not what it is to believe ? Yet they

fit not ftill for all this , bur , as one remedy of their igno .

rance, they ask the wayto Zionwith their faces thitberward.
And if

ye ask here, How can their faces be thicherward ,

when they are askingthe way ? and af whom do they ask

the way ? The Gentiles amongſt whom they live know iç

not, and they have no other to ask at ? I anſwer, They

are hanging on God , and taking their marks and meitbs of

the way , as he gives them from his word ; and there is a

moſt ſweet word for ſuch, Ifa. 35. 8. where the Lord

ſpeaking of this way, and calling it theway of holineſs, he

faith, Tbe way- faring man, tbo" a fool, pall noterr tbere

in : It is the hearcfomeft way that can be; O but it be ſafe

for the way -faring finner, for the ſeriouſly ſeeking foul, to

have the face toward God, for making up of peace with

him ! Upon the one hand, the Lord hedges up ſuch per
ſons their way with thorns, that they ſhall not find their

lovers ; and , upon the other, he conſtraips them to go

right forward ; He leads the blind in a way they know

not, and makes darkneſs light before them . Are there not

ſeverals of you brought far thorow this way , and ye

know not well how ? He brought you to faith very inſen

fibly, and trained you on piece and piece, and yet ye can .

pot tell well how ; but ye know certainly that it was he ' :

that did it ; and in this caſe, O but it be good, fingly

to be given up to God's leading and guiding, wo leadsbis

frock like a Shepherd,who gatbers bis lambs with his arm, and

carries them in bis bojom , and gently leads them that are

with young ! as it is, Iſa . 40. 11. The lambs would run wild

and ruine themſelves, if lefi on the hills; but they are

under the good Shepherd's overſight and tutory (to ſpeak

fo ) who brings home che loft sheepon his ſhoulders, and ( as

it was even now aid) gathers the lambs with his arm , and

gently

13
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gently leads them that are with youug: Which not only

faith , that he drives not hard , left they caſt the young ;

but that, as the nurſe leads the little child ( otherwiſe than

Jadies uſe to be led , by a gentle couch of their hand or

arm ) by the arm -holes or by the tugs, when the child

knows nothow to go, and cannot ſtand on its own feer, even

ſo leadeth he ſuch ; Itaught ( faith the Lord , Hof. 11.) Eph

raim alſo to go,taking them by their arms. When a poorbody

hath Chriſt a- forminginthe heart, he will gently lead ſuch

an one, and dealwonderfully tenderly withthe perſon . Yo

who come honeſtly to him , may confidently yield and give

up yourſelves to be his, and guided by him , tho' ye be

both weak, and know not the way well ; if ye can bur caſt

a look to him (to ſpeak fo ) or be ſweetly ſilent before

him, allowing him to be doing, and to take his own way

with you ; if you lay yourſelves humbly in the duſt, and

wait what he will do to you , he will account that believ

ing : The Lord is good to them that wait for bim , to the foul

that ſeeks bim , faith Jeremiab , Lam . 3. 25. To wait on

God's leiſure, is a ſaying much abuſed ,bur it is very good

and commendable here ; It is good that a man sbould both

hope andquietly wait for the falvation of the Lord. Be not

afraid, ſincere and exerciſed ſouls ; I ſay, be not afraid ,

when he is (as it were ) pouring you from veffel to veffel,

and purring you, for his own holy and wiſe ends, in ſome

confuſion, ſo that ye know not well what to do , or to

what hand to turn you ; he is wondrous tender of you
in

that caſe, and will have a ſpecial care that ye miſcarry

not.' This is a very ſweet ſubject, if we could ſpeak ſuit

ably,of it. Himſelf bleſs it to you.

*********

Jeremiah 50. v. 4 , 5:- Going and weeping : Ibéy fall

gº, and ſeek tbe Lord their God.

Verſe 5. They fall asktbe way to Zion, with their faces

thitherward, ſaying, Come and let us join our ſelves to the

Lord, in a perpetualcovenantthat ſhallnot be forgotten.

SERMON III.

T is like, that, at the firſt reading of theſe words, ye

will approve both the deſign that this people have of
engaging
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engaging themſelves to God in Covenant, and their

endeavour to have their engagement in Colid and ſure , as

it may not be broken any more, but may hold for ever ;

We rake it for granted alſo, that ye will judge, that the

difpofition and frame of ſoul wherein they are, while

about this great buſineſs, is very becoming and ſuitable

for ſuch as have dealt unfaithfully and foully in the cove

nant of God , and are from the conviction thereof ftirred

and put upon reſolucions toengage with him ofnew , and

to enter again into a covenant with him ; we hearrily wiſh

that it were a piece of our exerciſe this night, before

our approaching the table of the Lord the next day, to

compare the frameand fece of our hearts , with what theſe ,

words hold forth this peoples frame and diſpoſition to be.

We need not now ſpeak to the ſcope of the words, it '

being fo clear, and having been touched at before. There

is here a people propheſied of, who are to be brought to

repentance and covenanting with God in the latter days,

whoſeſpiriruallygood and deſirable frame is deſcribed ;

Theyball go weeping andſeeking the Lord, each of them

ftirring up another, having this for their defign, and the

language of their hearts, Come and let us join our felves to

the Lord, ina perpetual covenant never to be forgotten,

That which we would now ſpeak a little : 0, is; two

generals very much becoming a people who deſign and in

tend to covenant firmly with God : And ſeeing it is at this

time, in a more eſpecial manner, our profefled deſign to

cloſe che bargain with him , and , in evidence thereof, are

(if the Lord will) to partake of the figo and feal of the

covenant, as fuppofing it to be indeed a cloſed bargain ,
or at leaſt char ic is ſeriouſly defired by us that it may be

fo ; they will not be unſuitable for you to hear and make

uſe of them .

The first general then is this, That covenanting with

God , wben people are in earneft in it, will be a very uptaking,

exerciſing and weighty buſineſs. This is clear here , if ye

confider how theſe people go about this work ; they are

in very good earneſt : And there are ſeveral evidences of

it ; tbey are weeping and going ; they are ſeeking the Lord,

asking the way to Zion with their faces thitberward ; and

cveryone of them firring up another to eqnew the cove

D.
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be ajant, and to caſt the knot ſo firmly, that it may pero

petual covenant never to be forgotten , and ſuch as may never

loafe or he broken again. Whence the general is clear,

viz. That where people mind in earneft the making up

of a breach betwixt God and them (which is done by

covenanting with him ) it will be an exerciſing and up

taking bufineſs to them . Ye may conſider ſome ſcriptures

for confirmation of this, which will alſo hold out what ic

is ; and namely, Mat, 11. 12. The kingdom of beaven ſuf .

fereth violence, and the violent take it by force. The Lord

is ſpeaking there of mens making peace with God, thro®

himſelf the Mediarot, by which theyare brought to hea

ven ; and he tells, that is is a moſt ſerious buſineſs, that

will abide them brangling (to ſpeak fo ) and uſing of vio

lence ; Luke 13. 25. Strive to enter in at the ftraitgate, for

many will ſeek, and shall not be able : It is a narrow gare,

and theremuſt be throngingand thruſting to win in at it ;

men will be put to a fort of agony, as the word ſignifies,

Conſider alſo Paul's word , ' 1 Cor . 9. 24. So run as ye may

obtain ; infinuating , that there is a fortof running, where

in men are not in earneft, but indifferent whether they

get the prize or not ; and therefore he would have them

making earneſt of it, and he propoſeth his own practice

as an example and acopy to them , I therefore run, not as

uncertainly; fo figbi I, not as one that beateth the air : But

I keep under my body, and bring it into fubje&tion, left that

by any means, when I have preached to orbers,' I myſelf

bouldbe a cafl -away. Theſe are the expreſſions of a man ,

who is in good earneft in this buſineſs , and his ſeriouſnels

therein is propoſed to you for a pattern, what way ye

Should run and fight. The like word we have , ' Pbil.3.

13. This one tbing I do, ( 'ris an uptaking work to me ) form

getting tboſe ibings that are bebind, and reaching forth to

thoſe things wbich are before, I preſs towards the mark, for

the prize of the bigb calling of God in Cbri Jefus: And,

0. 11. If by any means ( faith 'he) I might attain unto tbe

refurrection of the dead. Every word hath its own weight,

to make it out , that it is ſo his one thing, thac he cares not

what it coſt him, ſo be he may obtain ir .

That which we would ſay further on this point ſhall be

a word of application, in theſe two or three Ufes ; the firft
where

SY
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whereof ferves for inftruétion. Would ye know what is

required of you, asa direction to dury at this time ? And

would ye know if things be right in your preparation for

the communion ? This may be a mark to diſcern , and a

direction on the matter ; even to be ſerious, and to make

it an uptaking buſineſs, your one thing, to be about it, as

ſuch an occalion and work calls you so be. And if ye

Thall ask , Wherein conGifts this ferioufneſs and uptaking

exerciſe, in covenanting with God ? I fall fum it up to

you in theſe four, which comprehend it. 1. The man is

taken up, in reſpect of exerciſe in his conſcience ; con

victions becomefreſh , challenges are put home, he is prick ,

ed leſs or more at the very heart; there is ſomething with

in him that giveshima conſcience-alarm , that puts in his

hand a libel, and aſſures him of an appearance before

God's tribunal: And indeed, unleſs ſomething of this be,

men will not be in earneft ; and it is clearly implied in

the text : For chere are here ſharp challenges, thaç

make this people weep, as that extort tears from their

eyes. 2 .. There is a ſeriouſneſs in reſpect of the work

that it hath on peoples hearts and affections: There

will be a kindling of delires to have covenatting with

God at a point, witha holy fear left they miſcarry in the

doing of it ; and theſe puc together do much take up the

man,and make him feek after thorow acquaintance with

his own ſpirit, which he finds to be lo fickle, inconftanç

and backſliding ; and thus, apprehending the work to

be great and difficult, he is pur in holy fear and jealouſy

over himſelf, left he marr the marter, and make it worſe

with himſelf; as it is ſaid of godly forrow , 2 Cor. 7. 11 .

W bat carefulneſs, what fear, what indignation, what

vebement defire, what deal, wbat revenge it wrought in them :

Now when theſe are tumbling (to ſpeak to thorow

other in the man, and he hath an inward wreſtling to have

the work ſecured, and is afraid left it miſcarry; is it por

fible, but he will be ſerious and much taken up ? And

this is alſo implied in the words, Come ( fay they ) and let

Ils join to the Lord in a perpetual covenant: There is a de

fire to have the covenant at à point, and they fear it flip ,

while they are caſting theknot ; therefore they ſay , Lec

is be a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten : 'Tis good
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to fear in the very time. 3. This ſeriouſneſs is in reſpect

of peoples duty :It makesthem pray, that never prayed

before' to purpoſe ; it makes them examine themſelves,

medicate, read and confer, that never knew before what

it was to be taken up with thoſe duries: Therefore we

find this people going and ſeeking the Lord, and exciting

one another , they are put to their feet, and to reaching

forward , ſo that they leave nothing undone , whereby

they may attain the end . 4. This ſerioufneſs appears

the manner of their going abour duries : There is another

edge than was wont to be on their prayers, felf.judging,

and wreftling with God ; they are much like to Jacob,

they will not let the Lord go will he bleſs them ; they

will ſtill wreſtle, tho' it ſhould be all the night; they can

not find in their heart to part with him on any terms :

And ( as the word is, Iſa . 6.) they fhall ftir up themſelves

to take hold of bim : They are notonly going, but weeping ;

they are not for the faſhon in the work ; they ſeek the

Lord, and ſtir up one another to do ſo . May we then

ask you, Are ye thus in earneſt making for the communion ?

Nay ( for this is not all) are ye thus in earneſt about cove

nanting with God ? which muft preceed and go before,

if things be right? It were good preparation, to have our

very hear's moving and fluttering (as it were) within us

to be at this.

The ſecond Uſe ferveth for expoftulation with many that

pretend a deſire and deſign of covenanting with God , and

char they would be at heaven , but yet were never in good

earneft to have things at a point betwixt God and them,

and to make ſure a covenant-ipsereft in him . The moft

part are , alas ! taken up with poor, low and inſignificant

things, with unneceſſary things comparatively: If they

be ſick , they will be in earneſt about the means of their

health ; if they fuffer any loſs in their eſtate , they will

be ſerious to have itmade up ; if their credit be impaired ,

they will be much concerned to have it repaired ; they

are carried forth wich à fort of bentneſs towards thoſe

things: But, ah ! where is there a man or woman , amongſt

many, with their faces towards Zion in a ſerious manner,

and with a reſolute purpoſe, that peace with God , holi

neſs and heaven they muſt have ? Here is the great ſtop

and
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who are very

and ſtand : And is it poſſible, think ye, that ye can have

peace in your going about duty , while ye are not ſerious,

nor ftrive to win in at the ſtrait gate, wheu ye exerciſe

not yourſelves to godlineſs, when ye never ( io ſpeak fo )

calt your coat , nor ſtrip yourſelves naked , as it were( as

the word, i Tim . 4. 7. lignifies) for that great work ;

when ye do not run and wreſtle, as thoſe who mind to

obtain , but are israngled in the things of the world , and

languiſh with lazineſs in every thing that is 1pirirually and

truly good ? How few are there undet much exerciſe a

bout the caſe of their ſouls, afraid left they miſs the mark

and prize; with jealouſy over themſelves, left they mil

take the way to heaven ? How few are there, who have it

for cheir one thing, to be firmly joined to the Lord in a

perperual covenant ? ' Tis my fear, thar, amongft all the

great number that are here, there be but very
few to be

found who are in earneſt in this great buſineſs. I ſhall

hint ar a few forts, that are not in earneft. 1 , Such .

ſerious to be at the external ordinance of

the communion, and who will , it may be, take it ill if

they be keep back from ir, who yet never troubled

themſelves, nor were ſeriouſly taken up with covenanting

with God , and with the ſtudy of holineſs in all manner of

converſation , or how to come by the enjoyment of his

ſpecial and gracious preſence ; they can be year and day,

nay many years, without it, and never miſs ir, nor be

troubled with the want of it : Alas ! it is not ſeriouſneſs

to be at the communion, without this , which will prefit .

you ; and even ye that are not admitted ro the commu

nion, are called to this. A 2d ſort are ſuch as are in .

different in all religious concerns ; they care not-for the

communion, and would not be very deſirous of it, if it

were not a ſhame to them , and fome reflection on them,

to be debarred from it ; they think, that whatever in re

ligion goeth beyond their job , is but preciſeneſs, nicegels,

vanity , conceicand fancy; ſuch never knew what it was

to be troubled with doubting or centations about their

fouls ftate, or the cruth and reality of their grace, nor

what it was to be under any exerciſe of conſcience on

the account of much fin and guilt ; nay , they are glad

and can boal - shemſelves that they were never underany

fuch
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ſuch feriousexerciſe. A 3d fort is of luch , who are very

civil in their carriage, but they have no more ; and, if

heaven may be had with ceremonies and fair faſhions,

they will be in it as ſoon as any ; but they cannotendure

to be at pains beyond thcir ordinary , to take hold of it,

lo do violence to their own negligence, to take the king

dom of heaven by force, nor in the leaſt to amend their

pace , and to be ſerious, come of is what may : Theſe

are a dangerous company ; they have communicated many
years , and were never debarred , and ſo think that all is

well with them , and that they may fic ftill andbe at peace.

I ſhall only ſay to ſuch , that that was not David's way ,

nor Paul's way, not the way of any of the licines, nor the

way that Chritt commended to his hearers ; and, I trow ,

he will not chalk our another way to you , nor take you to

heaven in a way by yourſelves, or in a way of your own :

O be not deceived, for God will not be mocked . A 416

ſore are thoſe, who have been ordering and diſpatching

their external buſineſſes, ſo as they may win to the com

munion without diſtraction by them ; huc chey have taken -

little or no pains at all to put their hearts in order ; liccle

or no time in fecret berwixt"God and them , to examine

and ry , whether marrers, as to their ſouls ftare and frame,

he right, clear and diſtinct : 'Tis the alone direction that

the apolle gives, 1 Cor. 11. 28. Let a man examine bimo

Seif, and fo let bim eat ; that's a ſerious man , who purs

himſelf to that comprehenſive and uptaking exerciſe in

earneft , who proves himſelf, if he be in the faith ; whoſe
heart ſmites him that he hath not taken as much time in

ſecret, as he hath done in coming to a preaching. It may

be, many have come four or five miles a preparation

ſermon, who yet never ſeriouſly once looked within them

ſelves to fee how matters ſtood betwixt God and them : 0

fad , lamentable , and ſoul-ruining neglect ?

The third Uſe ſerves for exhortation : And let me exkort,

beſeech, and obteft you , to Atudy to be in good earneft in
this buſineſs : Believe it, the buſineſs of covenanting with

God, ſo as, from this time forth, ye may have it made

ſure and clear that ye are God's, and that God is yours,

is a thing of greateſt concernment ; and infinitely greater ,

than if kings, and ſuch as are called prote & ors, were

fending
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ſending ambaſſadors to treat with you about making you

great in the world. To preſs this a little, let me askyou,

in the if place, What thinkye will come of it, if the

| covenant be not made ficker betwixt God and you ? Ye

will moſt certainly live and ly fill, yea even die ſtrangers

to God , liable to his curſe and wrath ready to be inflict

ed on you : O lay this to heart, if ye believe that God

will call you all to a reckoning, and that he will ſay to

ſach of you as are not in covenane with him , Depart from

me, I never knew you. Yea, ſuppoſe there were notſuch

great ground of fear as to thar, as indeed there is ; Can

ye promiſe to yourſelves God's hearing any of your

prayers, the performance of any promile, or the accept

ing of any dury off your hand as ſervice to him , till ye

be in covenane with the Lord ? And think ye nothing or

but little of this ? 2dly, Conſider the great prejudice chat

follows on nor covenanting with God, and that will attend

many in the vilble Church ; Many ( ſaith the Lord, Luke

13. ) will ſeek to enter, wbo fball not be able. The folid

faith of this would make many congregations to tremble ;

for 'ris not only many prophane perſons, but many of

them that countenance ordinances, yea many of them that

have preached and prayed to the edification of others,

and many of them who have heard Chriſt preach intheir

ſtreets, and who have courenanced faithful miniſters, and

furthered the work of God, and who have had indigna

rion at others that did not ſo , who will not be able to enter .

This word , with that other which we have, Pfal. 78 .

34. where there is ſuch a ſeeming ſeriouſneſs, and per

ſonating of many graces of the Spirit, and yet neverthe .'

leſs it is but a flattering of God with the mouth, and a lying

to him with the tongue (which is a very riſe and common

thing amongſt profeſſors, amongſt ſuch as profeſs covenant

ing with God) ſhould put usin fear. And, 3dly, Confider

this , that ye have naturally ſuch hearts as others have,

that are ready to beguile you, and to backſlide and flip

but from God ; and, are not theſe beguiles and diſap

pointments of others written for our warning and adver

iilement? And if any of you ſhould ſay , We hope there

is no ſuch ground of fear as to us, that's but a bewray
ing of your ignorance and ſenllelners; for thoſe who

4
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are beſt acquainted with their own hearts, will tell you,

that it is a tickliſh and difficult buſineſs to deal truly and

throughly with God : Do ye not know, that many take

a counterfeir for grace ? And were ye not hearing lately,

that many hypocrites have perſonated almoft (if there be

need to ſay, almoſt every grace ? Surely many of you will

find, it true one day, that the beart is deceitful above all

things, and desperately wicked ; and that ye have erred and

played the fool egregiouſly, and in nothing more than in

trutting your own hearts : For, faith the wiſe man, He

that trufts bis own beart is a fool. 4tbly, Confider, that

it is now come to a nick and pinch with you, that either

ye muſt cloſe the covenabt with God, orpur yourſelves

further under his curſe, and eat and drink damnation to

yourſelves ; becauſe ye have miskent God's covenant,

and ſlighted covenanting with him , and ſo have come as

enemies to his table, without making your friendſhip with

him : We declare to you , that, ere the morrow at this

time , many of you will either have a hit or a miſs of the

greateſt bargain and of the greateſt concernment that ever

was made betwixt parties ; and although ye ſhould not

eternally incapacitate yourſelves for covenanting with

God, which many may do, and bring themſelves under

ſucha ſad ſentence, that they ſhall never henceforth be

quickned nor awakned any more ; yer yemay make
your

bands ſtronger, and may make the buſineſs of your cove

nanting with God far more difficult to yourſelves, than now

it might be.

The ſecond general obſervation is this , That a ſoft, tender

and melting beart is agood and.Suitable frame for covenant

ing with God. Would ye then know what is a fir frame for

covenanting with God ? It is even this, a heart-melting

frame : Tbey ball go, weeping as they go ; they have much

ſeriouſneſs, inward (tir and warmneſs of heart,and that

makes it to melt, and ( as it were) flow down before the

· Lord : This is according to what we have, Zech . 12. 10,

I will ( ſaith the Lord ) pour upon the houſe of David, and

on the inhabtants of Jeruſalem , the Spirit of grace and ſup

plications; and they fall look to bim whom they bave pierced,

and soall mourn , and be in bitterneſs as one is for bis firfi

born ; even when they are coming home, and asking the

N way '
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way to Zion with their faces thitberward, and about to

enter in covenant, they are mourning : Hence , 1/2. 44. 3 ,

4, 5. and elſewhere, even almok wherever endring into

or renewing of the covenant with God is ſpoken of, the

out-pouring ofthe Spirit is ſpoken of alſo ; a pouring water

on him that is thirty, and floods on the dry ground ; bringing

rivers out of rocks, &c. for preparing a people for the

Lord . And this will be the more clear, if we conſider,

that ſoftneſs and meling of heart gives a man a right im

preſſion of himſelf, and a right impreſſion of God and of

his free grace and goodneſs ; and it makes the man to be

comefolding, tradable, pliant and yielding to God, and

alſo makes way for much fpiritual ſenfe and comfort, and

for God's refreſhful manifefting of himſelf to the ſoul that

is fo pliable and tender: Thus the Lord faith , Hof.2. 14.

I will allure ber, and bring ber to the wilderneſs, and ſpeak

comfortably to ber, or to ber beart, as the word is ; alluring

fpeaks pliableneſs, and that hath God's comfortable ſpeak

ing to the heart following on it.

The firf Uſeof this point ſerves to give you another

mark for trial, if things be right and in good caſe with

you, for covenapring with God : And, as the upſhot of

all, to commend fuch a defirable frame as this to you.

Would ye know then further, what ' is a right trame for

covenanting with God ? Here it is, even to have a heart

melting within , to have a loft, tender and mournful dif

pofition of foul. And, would ye know what this is ? We

ihink, that from thewords it may be gathered to conGift

in theſe five or fx things that concur to it . 5. There

are fomepricking challenges for fin and wrongs done to

God : They humbly acknowledge, cake with , and are

made ſenſible of theſe. 2. There is ſome miſſing and

fenfibleneſs of the want of God's preſence, and of the

want of communion and fellowſhip with him : They know

nor, well where he is, but they are asking after him.

3. There is an ardent affection and ſerious deſire to be at

him and in covenant with him , a heart filled with love to

God, whereby it is fofined and made to flow down, as

wax by the fire is melted , and the hardeſt iron made ſofr.

4. There is a holy fear and carefulneſs, whereby the heart

is kept from growing cold and indifferent as to this con

AL
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dition , and from ſettling and fitting down in it ; ſuch a

fear and crembling as old Eli had, 1 Sam. 4. for the ark,

whereby hewas kept in a fright : Here is going and weep

ing ; with a holy fear left the covenant be again broken.

s. There is a ſelf-lothing, kindly humiliationand exerciſe

of repentance , which eſpecially appears in this weeping ;

when ſerious looking into the perſon's own condicion ſo

affects the heart, as it flows, weither in tears without, and

in fighs and grones within, or in the latter withour che

former. There is a holy indifferency as to their external

lot, and an abſolute fisbmiſſiveneſs to the will of God , to

be dealt with and diſpoſed upon as himſelf thinks fic : If

ſo be they be admitted into a covenant with him, they

are ſweetly ſubmiſſive to the terms, let Goddo with them

what he will: they know it will be well, if they getonce

within the bond of his covenant; and that it will never

be well with them, if they be without it. Tho' this be

ſomewhat general, yet it will be found to be a near , yea,

a narrow trial. If ſoftneſsofheart beſpeak a good frame

and fit for covenanting with God ; ah ! where is it ? The

little heart-ſoftneſs that is amongſt us, is one of the neck
breaks of religion , and mars our growth exceedingly.

What ſhall we ſay or think of our condition, when we

call to remembrance the ſeekers of God of old , who watered

their couches with tears, and made their beds to ſwim ; who

mingled their drink with tears, and their meat with weep

ing ? O! what is become ofthat now ? or, what religion

is this that we have in theſe days, in compariſon of that

which they had , who were ſo ſerious and ſo much affected

and heart-wrought with their religion , when we are ſo

chill-cold and frozen, when our hearts are ſcarce kindly

warmed , much leſs fofened and melted ? It is no wonder

there be much lamenting for the want of ſenſe andlife,

when there is ſo much heart- hardneſs, the contrary of this

heart -melting ſoftneſs.

But it may be asked here, How comes ir to paſs, that

the people of God are now ſo unlike that which God's

people were wont to be ; fo little ſoftned , contrite, and

melted ? I ſpeak not of external weeping and ſhedding of

tears ; for there may be much of that, where the heart

is but little fofcaed, tho' not ordinarily : Often, when the
N 2 heart
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heart is inwardly melted , external weeping in ſome mea

ſure follows, iho' the one of theſe may be and is ſome

times without the other : Neither do I ſpeak of that fofc

nels which is peculiarly requiſire for the communion ;

but of that which is called for in our ordinary walk , ro

make us folding, yielding, and pliable to God, ready to

receive any impreſſion that he will pleaſe to ſtamp on us :

What ( I lay ) can be the cauſes of the want of this , or

that weare not in it as God's people were wont to be ? I

anſwer, 1. It may be, that profeſſors now havemuch more

conceit of their profeſſion , and content themſelves better

with the form ,' and with the goſpel's being clearer now

than it was in former days ; and God refifts the proud, yea ,

even pride in the godly . ' Trembling, and fuch other evi

dences of tenderneſs in ſeveral of thoſe faints menrioned

in the ſcripture, are not much to be found with us ; we
alas !

very unlike them : A harp word from God

would have made the ſtrongeft of them to tremble ; nay,

the godly are ſeveral times in the old reftament defcribed

to be tremblers at the word ; but we, very generally, are

bolſtered up, in a manner, with much fout-heartednefs

and ſelf-conceit, as if we were above challenges, fears,

doubtings , and puzzling cafes of conſcience: David, Job,

Paul, and others of the ſaints, who had notſuch ground

for thar fort of exerciſe, as moſt of us have, may I not

ſay, as all of us have ? yet were more in it than we.

Whence this comes, were worthy of our ſerious enquiry :

" Tis probable that pride and felf-conceit have much in

fluente npon it. 2. We fear that Chriftians now-a-days

havemuch heraken themſelves to the external decking's

and adornings of religion, with neglect, in part at lealt,

and to she prejudice ofreligion itſelf, of the ſoul and

ſubſtance of ir: Thegodly of old were ſingle and plain

in religion , ( as Jacob is called a plain man) and taken up

with the power of godlinefs; but many' now are fo much

taken with gifts , and are ſo fond of them , thar a covenant

intereft, felf-denial, mortification and the like , take them

up the leſs . Many of you are at more labour and pain

to hold up a name, than to mortify fuch a luſt as is a ſelf

ſeeking humour, or to have matters thorow and clear

betwixt God and you. 3. They made more and

7
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account of communion with God than we do ; ſeeking

afrer it was a thing they were taken up with , which now ,

alas ! is much neglected : Becauſe we hear that our ſalva

tion doch not depend fimply on intimare and familiar fel

lowſhip with God, we are che leſs careful and ſolicitous

about it ; whereas, of old , the want ofit made them fick

of love , as the Spouſe is , Cint . 5. And what longing, fainc

ing and our crying is there for ir, Pfal.42? It was a

priton to them , to be in a palace wanting God's company.

This is a main thing thaz Toftens peoples hearts, even to

have the Lord manifeſting himſelf, to have the light of

his countenance lifted up, and the beams of his love and

good -will ſhining warm on us : Too much feeling of great

things for ourſelves, for grandeur or greatneſs in the world,

in making godlineſs ſomeway to /be gain , and counting

gain (as ic were) to be godlinefs ; alas ! it is not much

our care to have victory over the world , and char it may

have little of our heart, and Chriſt much of it : ' ' Tis not

the deſign that we drive with luitable vigour, even to be

heavenly-minded, and to bruik a fóſt heart ; Love not ibe

world (Taich the apoſtle , 1 Joon 2. 15. ) zor the things of

the world ; for whoſo loveth the world , the love of the Father

is net in him . They ſo far overcame the world , that they

ſuffered joyfully tbe ſpoiling of their goods , knowing in them

ſelves, they had a better and an enduring ſubſtance in hea

ven ; as it is , Heb. 10. 34. Bue the wicked , and men of

the world , baving what heart can wiſh, even waters of a

full cup are wrung cut to them ; God's people turn in thither,

and will needs effay and try the comfo is of a preſenc

world , what ſatisfaction they can yield them , as we may

ſee Solomon did , to his grear prejudice ; for the things of

the world in a great meaſure gor the upper hand of him ,

and that after the Lord had appeared to him twice . It were

good, and much to be wiſhed, that many of you did cſpy

this eyil in yourſelves : The fcriprure infiits much in it,

as that which 'mens "hearts are mainly carried out after ;

and yet we can get none almoſt convinced of ir : Men

will be got convinced of groſs our-breaking evils ; but of

this evil the moſt earthly -minded worms cannot be gorten

convinced : Nay, even good people are hardly got

convinced of ir ; but ye are noe in the leſs hazard of it :

N 3 And
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And we wot well , ' is a plague in the generation that we

live in, 'and hath much defaced religion as to its beauty ,

in the face of the converſation of many ; ah ! how much

are they , in this, conform to the world ! and how la

mentably little behave they like pilgrims and Arangers in

it, as the faints did of old !

As a ſecond Ufe of this point, We have ground here to

commend to you the ſtudy of a foul- fixing and faſtning con

dition : As ye would notmake an unſure bargain with God ,

endeavour to have this ſoftneſs and melting of heart.

This thing is that whichmakes a man to fit alone, and to

keep filence before God , Lam . 3. 27. and ſo to be in a

poſtureof meeting and covenanting with him : Such of

you as know nothing of this, and are not afraid of being

hard, cold and dead at ſuch an occaſion, are in imminent

hazard of lofing a good bargain ; andwo to ſecurity and

hardneſs, thar hach that as the fruit of it . And, in the

by , we may fay , that there is a wo abiding many of you ,

who have no ſerious thoughts of this frame, and eſpecial

ly at ſucha time : Therefore let me exhort you to com

pole yourſelves, as having to do with God, and as have

ing God's love and favour, and his hatred and wrath laid

together in the balance, and as having life and death ſet

before you ; and ſeriouſly to ſeek after ſuch a ſoft and

tender frame of ſoul, that firs for covenanting, for renewu

ing the covenant, and for comfortable communicating,

But ſome may object and ſay, It is very ſad, if this be

peremptory , that perſons who would rightly renew their

covenant, and communicare, muſt be in a foft and melte

ing frame. Anſw . 'Tis uſeful, and 'ris needful : Nay, in

ſome meaſure 'cis fimply neceſſary. What ſhall we then

do that want it ? For anſwer, I wiſh many were asking

the queſtion , from ſerious minding, prizing and longing

after the thing : For the want of loftneſs proceeds often

from this, that we do not ſeriouſly mind it ; otherwiſe ,

the want of it would much affect and afflict us, and would

put us to ask afrer it , and God would not fail to give them

direction that were thus asking the way to Zion . Yet, for
your help in this matter, I would ſay theſe three words.

1. Once take a view of your caſe, and labour to have a
diftinct
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diftinæ look of it ;'whar luits are up, what challenges

may be tabled , and keep a good count of them . 2. En
deavour to have faith in exerciſe on God's covenant and

promiſes, and be ſure that the promite is ficker thar ye

lay hold on , and ſee that ye make uſe of it accordingto

the covenant; which is done, when with your ſouls ye

take hold of it : And that is not, nor ſhall not be recko

ned preſumption, when ye beſtır yourſelves from the faith

of God's covenant and promiſes, laying the weight of that

which ye would be at on the promiſe, cleaving thereto

for attaining of it ; and in time, thro' God's blefling, your
unſuitableneſs ſhall piece-mail wear away, and ye ſhall

become tender : And any bit of fofineſsand tenderneſs

that ye win at, cheriſh and watch over it. 3. Make this

a particular errand to God, having your eye on the cove

nant of promiſes, and on this promiſe inic in particular,

and on other promiſes of chis nature and to this purpoſe ,

as, concerning taking away the ftony beart, and giving a

beart of fleſ ; of giving you a new beart ; of making you

to lotbe yourſelves for all your abominations; apprehending,

receiving and cloſing with Chriſt in the covenant, for at

taining of it as a fruit of his purchaſe : For it is not got

ten but in the covenant ; and therefore " ris remarkable

that this ſcripture is fet down promiſe-wiſe, They ſhall

come, tbe children of Iſrael and the children of Judab to

getber : Your heavenly Father, who knows tbat ye bave need

of this sbing (as it is, Mattb. 6. 32. ) will give bis boly

Spirit to them that ask him, as it is, Luke 11. 13. And
ye

would credit and truſt him with the performing of that

promiſe to you : And, endeavouring to be ſerious in hav

ing this for your task and work, ye ſhall find it made

good for you and to you.

படிப்பட்ட Bestellen
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Jeremiah 50. v . 5 . Come and let us join ourſeloes

to the Lord, in a perpetual covenant that fball not be forgotten.

SERMON IV.

T is a moſt deſirable deſign, and worthy to be driven

vigorouſly by us all , to the profecution whereof it
would

I
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would very well become us to itir up and rouze ourſelves

and one another, according to the laudable practice of

theſe here mentioned, even to haften towards a cloſure of

the covenant of grace betwixt God and us ; to have it found

ing loud' in our ears, and to have it as the language of

our hearts whetted to an edge in purſuit of the thing ,

Come, let us join ourſelves to the Lord, in a perpetual cove

nant that ſhall never be forgotten . It ſhould be the great

work and buſineſs of a communion - ſabbath in a ſpecial

manner, as it is our profeffed defign this day , to cloſe and

make ſure this covenant and bleſſed bond betwixt the
Lord and us .

Having ſpoken ſomewhat formerly at ſeveral occaſions

to theſe ſweer words, I ſhall not now trouble you either

with the diviſion or explication of them ; but ſhall inftant

ly propofe fix or ſeven obſervations from them, and then

ſpeak a word to the ſcope, and to the application of them,
in the cloſe : And tho it be but a ſhort word from each

of them that we have to ſpeak, yet they will be found to

be very concerning to us, and therefore we would take
the more exact notice of them.

The firft obſervation then is, That there is ſuch a thing

as diftin &t covenanting, ormutual engaging in covenant betwixt

God and a poor finner. This is clearly holden out in thele

words as their ſcope: It were to no purpoſe for them to ſay,

Come and let us join ourſelves to the Lord in a covenant , if

there were not luch a thing as a covenant- union of God

and finners. The ſcripture is full to this purpoſe, and the

treaty of ordinances is kepr up for this end ; as we have it,

Ifa. 55. 1 , 2, 3. Ho, every one that thirfts, come to the waters,

& c . Incline your ear, and come unto me ; bear, and your ſouls

sball live ; and I will make an everlaſting covenantwithyou ,

even the ſure mercies of David. - This is the ſcope thatthe

ordinances aim ar . In proſecuting of this a little further,

we ſhall, Firſt, Explicate what covenanting is, in general.

Secondly , What this covenanting with God is, i. In re

fpect of the Parties. 2. In relpect of thetermsthereof.

2. In reſpect of the ground on which it is founded.

And, Thirdly, To the form of this covenanting.

Firft then , Covenancing in general may be cleared , from

what covenanting among men is : . Which is a murual en

gaging
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gaging of two parties on mutual terms ; the one party

ofering ſuch a thing on ſuch terms and conditions, the

other party accepring on thoſe terms and conditions on

which the offer is made : As we ſee in a contract of mar

riage ; the man engageth to be the woman's, on condition

that ſhe be his ; and ſhe engageth to be his wife, as he !

engageth to beher husband ; and each engageth ro per.
form ſuitable duries to the other. And wemake ule of

this the rather that the ſcripture alludeth to it in this mat

Secondly, We are to conſider covebanting, as it is betwixt

God and a finner : For we are not now ſpeaking of the

covenant of works betwixt God and Adam , wherein there

wasmade an offer and promiſe of life upon condition of

perfe & obedience ; ſo that, if he did that which was com

manded him, he ſhould live : But we are now ſpeaking of

God's covenanting with a ſinner ; for that is the covenant

ſpoken of here. li is indeed a great wonder, that ever

there ſhould have been a covenant betwixt God and a crea

ture ; but a greater wonder, that there ſhould be a cove

nant betwixt him and a ſinful creature : Whatever isſpo

ken in ſcripture of the covenant of grace, belongs to this
1. The Parties in this covenant are God and the

finner, God's creacure, but a finful creature ; it is the Lord

Jehovah, and we the houſe of Iſrael, and we the houſe of

Judah. 2dly, The terms of the covenant are not, Do this,

and live : Tho' the promiſebe the ſame , for 'tis life that

is offered ; yet it is not on the ſame terms: For, tho’the
life be as good as that which was promiſed to Adam , yet

the rerms are far berter : The ſubſtance of this covenant

we have ſer down, Jer. 30. 31, 32 , 33. and cited Heb. 8 .
10, 11 , 12 , unto which this ſame invitation dorh here re

lare ; I will make a new covenant witb the bouſe of Iſrael,

and with the bouſe of Judah, not according to the covenant

that I made with their fathers ; but this ſhall be ir, I will

write my law in their hearts, and I will be their God , and

they fball be my people, &c . And , Come ( ſay they here )

and let us join in it. His engagement is to be their God ,

and their engagement is to be his people ; and the terms

follow , whichare , onGod's part, free forgiveneſs of ſins

thro' the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them, thro'
whom

covenant.
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whom they are accepred, as if there had never been a

quarrel ; and , on their part , by faith to take hold of him,

and of the pardon of (in , which ſeparated betwixt him

and them , thro' Jeſus Chrift, as he is offered to them,

Therefore, Rom. 10.6. it is called tbe righteoufneſs of faith ,

oppoſed to tbe righteouſneſs of the law , ſpoken of before ;

and what faith it ? It faith noi , W'co pall go up to beaven ?

Dor , Wbo fball defiend into the deptb ? But the word is nigb

thee, even in the mouth, and in thy beart ; that is the righ

teouſneſs of faith , wbich we preach, that if thou jbalt con

fejsówith thy mouth the Lord Jufus, and jbalt believe in tby

heart, thatGod raijed bim from the dead, thouſhalt be ſaved

That is, If ye.make ſuitable uſe of Chrift for your peace

with God, and give up yourſelves to him to be his ſer

tants, ye shall get peace and pardon of fin here, and
eternal life and falvation hereafter. Thefe in ſhort are

the terms on which God offereth himſelf to finners. 3. The

ground of this, and how it comes to paſs that ſuch a cove

nant is acceflible, is the Mediator's interpoſing in a cove

nant of redemption with the Father concerning elect fin

Ders ; wherein he hath procured this covenant of grace

berwixt God and Ginners, by his performing the condition

required ofhim in that covenant;for this covenantofgrace

and reconciliațion is nothing elſe but the reſultof the co

venantof redemprion, and the execution thereof: We had

never had ground to ſay, that there is a way laid down for

our peace with God , except there had been a covenant of

redemption betwixt him and the Mediator, wherein the

Mediator undertook to ſatisfy jutice for the ſins of the

elect, by bearing their iniquities ; and bath the promiſe

of being ſatisfied for tke travail of bis ſoul, by his ſeeing of

a ſeed, and by his juſtifying many through faith in bim ; as

it is , Ifa . 53. 11. This gives the riſe to this covenant of

grace beruixe God and finners ; and therefore theſe two

are put together , If«: 53. 3. Incline your ear , come unto me ;

bear, and your fouls ball live ; and I will make an everlaft

ing covenant with you , even the ſure mercies of David ; thac

is, the- fure mercies of the Meliab, the allignation where

pi, even of the purchaſe ot redemption made by him,

is by covenant made over to the believer in him : And

therefore, when we peak of this covenant, is always fup
poſech
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poſeth and implieth Chriſt, who, Ifa. 42. 6. is called the

covenant, becauſe he is given for the ground of covenant

ing betwixt God and finners; it being by him , and in

him , that Godand finners meer: There being agulf ( as

it were) betwixt finners and God , he hati made himſelf

the bridge on which ſinners may come over and meet with

God ' ; and the covenant brings us to Chrift: As , under the

law , Chriſt was typed out by the mercy - ſeat and the ark,

wherein the law was pur , to Thew the linking together of

Chriſt and the covenant ; the efficacy of the covenant flow

ing from Chrift, and the covenant giving us a title to

Chrift, and making Chriſt acceſſible to us : It lays (as ir

were ) a bridge to us to ſtep on , and makes an open door

10 us to enter in by, on Chriſt, and by Chriſt to the boly

of bolies through the vail, wbicb is bis fieb.

Thirdly, As for the form of this covenanting, it is , as

in other contracts, Godmaking the offer, and the perſon

accepting it: God's offer is in the word of the goſpel,

wherein he faith, Come, and I will make a covenant with

you ; as the apoſtle hach'it , Rom. 10. The word is near thee,

even in thy beart, and in thy mouth ; and the ſum of it is,

If ye believe in Jeſus Chriſt, ye shall be ſaved : The pro

poſing whereof in the goſpel, is thelaying of God's offer

before you ; and it is as really God's offer, as if audibly

he were ſpeaking to you from heaven , as he once ſpake

the law on mount Sinai : It being his authority , by which

miniſters are ſent to treatand cloſe this covenant with you ;

as it is, 2 Cor. 5. We are ambaſſadors for Cbrift, as if God

were beſeeching you by us ; wepray you in Ckrift's fead, be

ye reconciled to God ; that is, Be friends with him , by en

tring in covenantwith him : And he ſheweth usthe ground

of it, Forbe, who knew no fin, was made finfor us ,that

we might be made, the righteouſneſs of God in him . God's

offer is, I am content to be thy God, and to make all that

is mine forthcoming to thee for thy good, upon condition

thou quit thy own righteouſneſs, and becake chee to my

Son the Mediator for righteouſneſsand life . The finner's

Covenanting is his formal and diftin &t, at leaſt his real, con

ſenting to that offer on theſe terms, ſaying with his very

heart, I am content to haveGod to be my God, not by

vertue of any thing in myſelf, but by vertue of Christ's

fa



204 We ſpould ſtir up ourſelves

10
live to

3

fatisfa & ion, which hath procured acceſs to finners for

peace and reconciliation with God ; and this is called a

ſubmitting to Cbrift's righteouſneſs ; So then , there is a de

voting of the ſoul to God , a hearty contenting to give it

felt away to him , to be ſaved and fanctified ,

him and to his honour' ; as it is , Iſa. 44. 5. Oxie mall ſay ,

I am the Lord's ; and another ſhall call himſelf by the name

of Jacob; and another ball fubſcribe with his band unto the

Lord : As if it were ſaid , W noſe are you ? and the perſon

ſhould ſay, I am God's; for, as plainly and diſtinctly, at

leaſt as really and ſolidly , a perſon wrought uponby God's

Spirit, gives the anſwer and rerurn to God's offer in his

covenant, and reſigns himſelf to God, as if paper were

laid down before him , and he ſhould ſubſcribe his name

with his hand to be God's. There is an obligation really

taken on, and a conſent plainly given ; the perſon with the

very heart ſubfcribing the contract, which, 2 Chron , 30.3.

is called a yielding or giving the band to God. He comesh

with ſtretched -out arms in the goſpel, and faith , Manor

woman , who findeſt thyſelf loft, cloſe with me in my Son

Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved ; and our conſenting is,

our heart's catching hold of that word, and yielding to

him, as one ftriking hands with another with whom he

hath before been at odds and variance, in ſign of his be

ing content and ſatisfied to be reconciled to him, and of

his being ſo in very deed .

The ſecond obfervation is, That this covenanting with God

bath with it, or in it; a near union and conjun &tion with the

Lord. Let us ( fay they ) join ourſelves to be Lord in a per

petual covenant. The word joining hath in it a Special em

phafis, being ſuch as is uſed to ſet out the conjunction that

is betwixt the husband and wife ; For this cauſe ( faith the

Lord ) Balt'a man leave father and motber , and cleave to

bis wife, and ſo the wife cleaveth to her husband : Thus

the word is , Gen. 29. 34. Now ball my husband be joined

to me; therefore be called his name Levi, which flows

from this root, added or joined. In proſecuting this point

a licle, we would ſpeak ſhortly, 1. To the nature of this

2. To the properties of it. 'Ift, As to its nature ,

we would conſider, that there is , 1. A legal union , wherein

y contract and bond there is a transferring of the inrereft
of

1

1

1

union .

by”
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of one party to another,' which is here ; for God be

comes the finner's God , and the finner becomes God's own,

as his portion and property : Even as, in marriage, the

husband is the wife's, and the wife che husband's ; and the

relations ftands, tho they ſhould be in ſeveral kingdoms.

2. There is a myſtical union, which is ſpiritual and more

myfterious, whereby,God becomerh one with covenanting

finners,and they become one with him ; God by his Spi
rit dwelling in the covenanter , and the covenanter dwel

ling by faith in God : Which flowesh from the former

mutually transferred right or legal union , and followerh

on it ; in which reſpect it is taid, 1 Cor. 6. 17. He tbat

is joined to the Lord, is one Spirit; he is God's temple, and

Gød by bis Spirit dwells in bim. By this one Spirit, is meant

a ſpiritual conjunction , union or communion ; whereby

God takes hold really of the ſoul by his Spirit, and the

ſoul takes a real hold of God by faith : They do mutual

ly embrace each other, as the husband doth the wife, by

vertue of their union. 3. This union implierh a nearneſs,

a friendlineſs , an intimacy and familiarity, and it is oppo

ſed to diſtance and eſtrangement from God : T çove

naht, really enrred into , is like a bond to keep the belie

ver near God, glued ( as it were) and ſtraitly join'd so him ;

or it is a cementing with God , to ſpeak fo : By this cove

Dant, God and finners are made near, and kivic to one ano

ther, and kept from ever ſeparating ; there's ſuch a near

and ſtrait union betwixt Chriſt and believers, as is berwixt

the foundation or corner- ſtone and the houſe, yea, as is

berwixt the vine and the branches, Eph. 2. John 15 .

2dly, As for the properties of this union by covenant,

a few of which we ſhall only now touchar, nor having

acceſs to inlarge , as this ſubject by itſelf would require.

1. It is with the Lord himſelf, not with any benefic, com

mon gift or grace or mercy ; theſe follow the union with

himſelf: The covenanter becomes one Spirit with him, 'as is

ſaid ; and faith the apoſtle, Epb. 5. We are files of his

fleſ , and bone of bis bone. 2. This union is in and chro'

Chriſt, by whom ir is made up ; he being the temple and

tabernacle, or meeting place,wherein we meet with God.

So that we are noe anxiouſly to enquire, nor curiouſly to

diſpute here, how our union with God, and with the Me

di
1
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diator do differ ; we unite with God in him , and

grounds of his redemprion , in which reſpect our union

with God is more mediaie. 3. This union'is very friend

ly, moſt firm and indiffoluble : It is a wonderful near and

fure union. 'Tis an inexpreſſible union , and therefore

we muſt here give over ſpeaking further to it, only look .

ing to a word of it , John 17.21, 23. in the 21. verſe faith

our Lord , That they all may be one, as thou, Fatber, art

i in me, and I in thee ; that they alſo may be one in us : It is

ſuch an union, by the believer's being in God and inthe

Mediator, as is that, whereby God and the Mediator are

odle ; tho' no parity is here to be underſtood, but a relem

blance only . And, v. 23. I in them, and thou in me ;

that they may be made perfe &t in one . I in them , here the

union is moſt immediate ; and thou in me, there the union

iś moſt mediate, viz. by God's being in the Mediator,

dwelling in the believer , and the believer's dwelling in

God ( the fulneſs of the Godhead being in the Mediator )

by his meeting with God thra' faith in the Mediator : And

indeed, were there no more but this, it faith that this

covenant is a good bargain.

The third obſervation is, That union with the Lord by

this covenant is acceſſible to a run- away finner, that bath per

verted bis way , upon his coming aright to cloſe with him

tberein on the terms of it. Who are choſe coming here to

join in covenant with the Lord ? It is even thoſe ſpoken

of, Jer. 3. 6, 7. Backſliding children , treacherous dealers,

whoare bidden return , and be will heal their backſlidings ;

which could not be, if this covenant were not acceſſible
to finners. Nay, let me fay, there is ſcarce any ſort of

fin , but the Lord out- facech it in his covenant ; as we

may fee, Jer. 3. where the Lord faith , Thou haft played

tbe barlot with many lovers, thou haft ſpoken and done evil as

thou couldA ; yet, wilt thou not from this time cry unto me,

My Father ? If we look to the groſneſs of fin , were it like

ſcarlet or crimfon , Iſa . 1. 18. it ſhall be made wbite like ſnow

and wool : If ye be willing and obedient, faith the Lord,

to cloſe a covenant with me, ye fball eat the good of tbe

land. In the propounding of the covenant, he will

take away that exception of the grofneſs of fin , which

might ſtand in the finner's way, were is even rotten hypo

crify
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crify , deteftable indifferency and lukewarmneſs in the

matters of God, purting the perſon in hazard to be fpew

ed out of Chriſt's mouth ; yet he faith even to fuch ( if

they will indeed rake his counſel, and be conrenero have

their deadly evils, removed, and their wants ſupplied) I

counfel thee to come and buy of me eye- ſalde, gold and gar

ments; And , Bebold I fand at the door and knock ; if any

man will open the door, I will come in to him , and sup with

bim , and be with me, Only take this word of advertiſe

menc here, and then I ſhall clear and confirm the doctrine

further : When then we ſpeak of (inners acceſs to God by

this covenant, we mean , that thereis acceſs, only on con

dition they take with their faults, and come weeping, heart .

broken, and fomeway ſuitably affected with their fin :

Theſe only are the perſons that may comfortably expe&

this accefs; he ſeeks after ſuch , tho' he will find none

ſuch till he make them ſuch . For further clearing and

confirming of it chen , we would conſider theſe tour

things. 1. God's end in the covenant, which will make

out this, that there muſt be acceſs to a run -away finner by

this covenant to union with God, when he comes home to

hins in the way of repentance and believing ; becauſe his

end in the covenant is to ſave finners, often ſpoken of; to

juftify the ungodly, Rom . 4 , 5. ro dwell with rebels, Pfal.

68. 18. to get a name and a præije to bimſelf of being gra

cious : As ic cannot admir of, nor let in a finner, buton

this condition ; ſo it cannot but accept of a finner having

this condicion . 2. We would conſider God's contrivance

of the covenant, in making it ſuitable to ſuch an end , ſo

as itmay make the riches of his grace to ſhine, and may

be effectual for the gaining of fools ; and therefore, 2 Sam .

23. 5. it is ſaid , inthis refpe & , to be ordered in all things

and fure ;and Jer. 31.33 . compared with Heb. 8. the ſub

Atance of ir is ſet downcompended in a few words, I will

pardon their iniquity, and remember their fin no more, &c.

3. Wewould conſider the adminiftration of the cove

nant : ' Tis not in an immediate way, as chat firſt covenant

made with Adam was, wherein there was no Mediaror,

neither was there need of any ; but it is in a mediate

way, by a Surety and Mediator, who hath taken on and

engaged for the debt of the covenanting fioner, and harh
un
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undertaken for his through - bearing. Now, why is this

adminitration and diſpenſation? but becauſe the principal

debror is a bankrupt, and not able to ſatisfy for himſelf ;

therefore he hach acceſs to come and get pardon, and to

be friends with God thro' the Mediator. * 4. We would

conlider allthe properties of the covenant, eſpeciallyche

freeneſs of it , and we will find that they ſpeak outthis :

It is a covenant of fure mercies, Ifa . 55. 3. and all the pro

miſes and articles of it reſpect anners, and hold forth this,

that there is a way laid down, how a finner, at feud with

God, may get this union made up by covenanting with

him .

The fourth obſervation is, Tbat covenanting with God is

a very ſbort cut for the quieting, peace, and bappineſs of a

treacherous backſliding finner : Therefore, when theſe

people, here ſpoken of, are, in their holy heat and warm

nefs, ſtirred up under the conviction and ſenſe of their

guilt ; as the short cut to come to peace and a happy con

dition, they ſay , Come and let usjoin ourſelves to the Lord

in a perpetual covenant. It is the accepting of God's offer,

and being content to be his on the acccount'of Chriſt's

righteouſneſs, that they propoſe to themſelves as the

ground of sheir calm , quierneſs, and happineſs. This

obſervation implies theſe three things. 1. That covenan .

ting with Goddoth fully make the covenanter happy, tho

formerly he hath been a miſerable finner ; and this is a

good bargain , that makes a finner complearly happy ! it

makes him to ſay , Whom bave I in beaven but thee ? and

there is none upon the earth tbat 1 defire beſide thee, Pfal . 73.

I ſhall name a few ſcriptures, to ſhew the full happinefs

of a ſinner that enters in this covenant : The firſt where

of is, 2 Sam . 23. 5. Altbo my bouſe be not fo with God, yet

be bath made with me an everlafting covenant, well ordered

in all things and ſure ; and this is all my ſalvation, and all

my deſire : It is menfura voti, even all thar heart can with .

And theſe words being conſidered, as David the ſweet

finger of Iſrael his laſt words, when he is a -dying , they

clearly imply a commendation of this covenant as full for

the happineſs of a finner. Another paſſage is, Rev. 21. 7 .

He that overcometh ball inberit all things : How is that ?

cven thus, I will be bis God, and be so all be my fon ; that

2

1

is
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do tbem.1

is in fubftance, I will declare myſelf to be in covenant

with him . This is the compend of the complear happi

neſs of glorified faints in heaven, and the begun happi

neſs of believers, of ſojourning ſaints here on earth, in

a leſs meaſure and lower degree ; for in heaven God will

be all in all : And is not this a good bargain , and good

to finners ? which commends it the more. A third place

is, Rom. 8. where 'tis told us , that nothing can be laid to

their charge, but 'tis anſwered in this covenant. They have

a Cautionet to pay their debr, and to ſtrengthen them for

their duty ; I will( faith he) be their God, and they ſball

be my people : I will put my fear in their bearts, that they
fall not depart from me : I will pardon their iniquities, all

bygones, and heal their backſidings, they ſhall not gec

leave to go from me: Would ye be pliable and yielding

toGod's coveriant ? I will put my,lawin their inwardparts,

and write it in their bearts, and anew beart will I give un

to them, and willcauſe them to walk in my flatutes, and to

2. The doctrine implies, as it is a full covenant,

or makes the covenanter fully happy, ſo it makes him

fickerly and ſurely happy :2 Sam . 25. 5. it is a covenant

well ordered in all things and ſure. Whoeverby faith be

take themſelves to Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and lay hold on

this covenant, may expect communion with God, as certain

ly as Adam before the fall had it ; for 'cis the ſame God

that promiſeth , who is as faithful as ever he was : Hence 'tis

called aword tried as filter in a furnace ſeven times ; a pure

word, chat cometh our of the furnace always as maily and

weighty as it went in . And the ground of the covenant

being Chriſt's Tatisfaction , it makes it ſure ; therefore he

is called a tried Corner- ftone, a ſure Foundation. 3. It im
plies, that as it is a ſure, ſo it is a compendious and

ſpeedy way to happineſs,and ofdeliveranceto the finner ;

which maketh much forGod's praiſe: He is a very preſent

belp in time of trouble, or a ſpeedy belp, Pfal. 46. So, Pſal.

32.5. I said (faith David )I would confefs mytranſgreffion ,

And thou forgavef the iniquity of myfin , immediately (as

if he had ſaid ) upon my confeffion , without longer de
lay : And , Rom . 4. 7. this Pſalm is made uſe of, co de

monſtrate the righteouſneſs which is by faith io Chrift.

The fiftb obſervation is, Tbat finners, who are lying under

1

3
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a quarrel with God and bave the offer of a covenant, foould

betake themſelves to it, and without delay put a cloſe to the

bargain betwixt God and them . Come ſay they here) and

let us join ourſelves to the Lord, in a perpetual covenant ;

whereby is holden our, that, when a ſinner hath acceſs to

the covenant with God, he ſhould flee to it , and take hold

of it quickly . In this reſpect, covenanting with God is

compared to fleeing into the city of refuge, Heb. 6. That

which I mean is , 1. That a ſinner, who hath this covenant

in his offer, ſhould take no other way for juſtification and

freedom for fin and wrath , but hold to this only, and

ſeek to be juſtified by it . 2. Thathe ſhould do it ſpeedily :

When the word of ihe goſpel faith, Come ; he ſhould an.

(wer, Lo , I come unio thee . When God by the preaching

of the goſpel maketh a gracious declaration, that he will

accept of loft finners that come to him, and faith, This, is

the day of ſalvation , this is the accepted time, as it is, 2 Cor.

6. 3. and when by his miniſters he waiterh on you , invi

tech and woneth you, ye ſhould preſently, without delay

or demur, cloſe with the offer, and accept of the invita
tion.

The fixth obſervation is , That thoſe who are convinced

that they bave finned, and would fain be in covenant with

God, ſhould endeavour to bave it througked and made ſure,

to have it an abſolutely cloſed and ended bargain . This is

very clear in this people's practice, who concernedly ſay,

Come let us join ourſelves in a perpetual covenant never

to be forgotten ; they think they cannot get it made

ſure 'enough, and therefore they join in a covenant never

to be forgotten , to be perpetual ; they judged that it could

not poſſibly be made too ſure : Which manifeftly faith ,

that when God giveth an opportunity to enter into, or re

new a covenape with him, we ſhould be holily ſolicitous, in

very good carneft, and greatly concerned to have it made

ficker, as the word is, Neb. 9. v . laft , We make a fure com

venant and writeit, and our princes, Levitesand prieſts:feal

unto it. That word , Ifa 44. 5. 'is remarkable to this pur

pore, One fall fay, Iam the Lord's; and another pall call

bimſelf by the name of Jacob ; and another pall ſubſcribe

with ' bis' band unto the Lord ;thar it might ſtand (as ic

were) over his head , as being formally and explicitely en

0
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gaged in , with heart and hand : And they that know how

fickle and inconſtant their hearts are, and how prone to

deal looſely and unfaithfully in God's covenant, have good

teaſon to look to this , that all be ſure work ; that they get

not the fell for the kernel,and go notdown to the grave

with a lie in their rigbe hand .

The ſeventb obſervation is, That there are ſome times bem

fide' otbér times, wherein ſome people befide others have it pun

gently put to them to enter in, and to renew their covenant witb

God . " Theſe here fpoken of, who ſay, having God's pref

ſing call to it , before they ſaid it one to another, Come and

letusjoin to the Lord in a covenant, are put to it more than

others, and at cbis time more than at another. In a word ,

people are then put to it in a more eſpecial manner, 1. At

fuch a time whenthe goſpel is clearly, convincingly, and

powerfully preached unto them ; preaching of the goſpel

being God's way of meeting and treating with finners, and

the miniſters and preachers thereof being as his ambaſſa

dors commiſſioned and ſent forth by himto treat, and cloſe

a treaty with finners, on the terms contained in their com

miſſion ; which when they with ſuitable concernedneſs
and carneftneſs do , their hearers are the more put to it.

2. They are thus pur to it, when ſome ſtirring and warm

4neſs of affection towards covenanting with God is wrought

in them ; or when their own frame, thro' grace, preffeth

them on to it ; as we may ſee it did in this people. 3. When

the Lord ofner than once or cwice, in frequently renewed

opportunities of this kind , puts people to it ; and more

eſpecially in the facrament of the Lord's ſupper : The

very fight and offer of the elements in the communion

ſpeak plainly , on the marcer, to the communicants, Are

ye indeed in earneſt in the great buſineſs of covenanting

with God, fince ye are now to receive the ſeal of it ? If

ye be not, ye notably profane the ordinance, by ſetting a
ſeal to a blank charter : It is therefore called the covenant,

Ibis is the cup of the new covenant ; becauſe it puts you in

mind of the covenant, and puts you to it, whether ye

will really engage in it. It is like the king's appointing a

day for ſealing of pardons to rebels ; his proclamation firf

purs them to it, to accept of the pardon ; next, the he

ralds put them to it ; and then, lagly, the ſet and fixed
Eime02
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ime or day of the ſealing, puts them moſt of all to it :

And ſo iç is with you in this ordinance, that we are by

and by to be about.

Wecomenow to the application of all , wherein we Mall

not infift on all things that theſe doctrines miniſter ground

for ; bur ſhall pitch on ſome moſt uſeful, and which are

thegreat ſcope of the text and of the day.

And, in the ift place, I would beſeech you toendeavour

to gather and compoſe yourſelves, and gravely to ponder

what it is that this day ye are preſſingly called to ; it is even

this, Come and let usjoin ourſelves tothe Lord, in a perpetual

to be forgotten. Know and believe, that

there is ſuch a thing as covenancing with God ; that God

is dealing with you to covenant with him ; and that it is a

good bargain : To you is this word of ſalvation ſent. And

ye ſhould be very ſeriouſly thinking how to get it ac

cepted and made uſe of, how to receive this offer by faith ,

and how to ger yourſelves given up and away to him ;

becauſe in this covenant (as I ſhewed before ) there is a

mutual engaging,: God offers himſelf, and all that is in

him, to be ours, and to be made forthcoming for our good ;

andwe by faith cloſe with the offer, and give up ourſelves

to him to be at his diſpoſe. Have ye any ſerious thoughts

of this ? Put yourſelves to it , and we in the name of the

Lord put you to it ; for we cannotwell proceed any
furo

ther, till ye be at ſome point in this : Are ye in earneſt ?

is this your errand in being here to day? if not, why are

ye comebither ? is it to ſee how theday goeth ? or, is it

only to get your communion, as ye uſe to ſpeak ? Alas !

what's chat ? it is to covenant with God, and , ere ye de

part this place, to put it to a point, that it may be a cloſed

bargain ; that ſhould be your errand .

And therefore, in the 2d place, we tell you , that the

great God is content to covenant with poor, feckleſs and

linful creatures ; whereat we may wonder, and ſay, Is it

ſo in very deed that God will dwell with men on earth ?

will he indeed covenant with with finful

men, with treacherous-dealing men, with backſliders ?

Yea, we tell you, thatit isſo ; he is content to beyour

God, and that ye poſſeſs all chings in him ; content to

pardon you all your fins, to give you grace and glory, even

men ,

every
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without money and

every good thing ; to enter you heirs to a kingdom, and

on good and eaty terms; to do it freely ,

without price, if ye be but indeed content to accept of

his offer on his eaſy and very reaſonable terms : And may

not your very hearts laugh within you at the hearing of

the glad tidings of this covenant, and that God is yet con

tentto make it up with you ? O how fappy and mafiy is

this ! and that is a veryſweet word to this purpoſe which

wehave, Pfal. 16. 6. God, even our own God ſhall bless uso
which may make the believer ſmile. This relation of our

ownmakerh the bleſſing double ; and it flows from this for

mal ( at leaſt, real ) covenanting and union with God, and

the believer hath a right to this and all things : He-hach
here an offer, and another ſort of right, than he hath to

his houſe and land or clothes ; ' is a right to God, that

giveth a right to theſe things, I mean a ſpiritual right ;

for we ſpeak not now of that which is civil : Let us,

therefore, ftay ourſelves and wonder, and be ftirred and

affected with it, that the infinite and all - ſufficient God is

content to make this good bargain , and even now to make

it with us tinners, even with inſignificant and unworthy
us.

3dly, We make proclamation of thisbargain to you , and

avouch, that there is ſalvation offered to finners, and to

be had thro' Jeſus Chrift: The Lord alloweth and war

rantech'us co make this proclamation , as well as he did

Jeremiab , when he ſaith to him , Chap 3. 12. Go and pro

claim theſe words towards the north, Return , tbou backſliding

Iſrael, and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon thee' ; for !

Am merciful, faith the Lord, and will not keep anger for

ever: He alloweth, nay , he peremprorily commandeth that

ye ſhould be put to it; and therefore, when we have faid

the covenant before you , what ſay ye to it ? what will ye

do ? we muſt have an anſwer from you : Ye have his word

and oath for confirmation of it ; O believe and take hold

of it , and ye ſhall get the real from us as his commiſſioners,

who treat with you, according to our commiſſion , in his

And here we muſt be particular, and be ye parti

cular with yourſelves: Take and receive what we ſay to

you with a warrant , as the word of the Lord ; for ir is ng

leſs his word now, than it was when Jeremiab and the

03 other

name.
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other prophets ſpoke it, when the apoſtles ſpoke it, yea,

when Cbrift fpake it himſelf: It is the ſame covenant,

and the ſame word, that this day is preached to you ; the

Lord calls us to ftir up ourſelves, and to ſay in good earneft,

Come let us join to bim in a perpetual covenant. i. The Party

inviting is the LORD JEHOVAH in the Mediator ;

andſure he is a moft, yea, tbe moſt excellene Party ; Tby

Maker ( ſaith he, ifa. 54.8.) is thy Husband. 2. There

are in this covenant excellent promiſes : God is content to

be your God , and to take you for his people and ſpouſe,

to pardon your iniquity , to heal your backſlidings, to

ſanctify and ſave you, and to make you eternally happy ;

and are not theſe deſirable ? 3. It calls you to give your

ſelves up to him ; and indeed it is very reaſonable , that, if

the husband give himſelf to the wife, ſhe ſhould give her

ſelf to him. Are ye then content to treat with God in the

Mediator, and to be his on his own terms ? It is good to

meet and treat withGod in him . Have ye any ground to

excepe againſtthis ? doth it pleaſe or diſpleaſe you ? ſayto

it, tell your mind : For I declare to you, chat, if

yours, you muſt needs be his. I fear, manyof
you

ſtand and ſtick atthis , notwithſtanding the high reaſonable

neſs of ir : Is this, think ye, an evil, diſadvantageous, or

prejudicial exchange ? Whether is ir better that the one

and only true God reign over you, than that Satan, and a

multitude of Arange lords, your luſts, taking thethrone

( as it were) by turns, ſhould reign over you ?It is both

fad and ſtupendious, that ever this ſhould be ſuffered once

to come in queſtion or debate ; and yet, alas ! ' it is this,

or ſomething like this , at which it will ftand . Either ye

will not take God foryour God, or ye will not give your.

ſelves to him to be his people, on hisown very reaſonable

and eaſy terms ; and I trow, ye will make no better. I

would, therefore, yet again put you to it ; for it is the

very thing that yc are called to,ihe great buſineſs of the

day, and itis come even to the ſhock .

And therefore, labour to be at a point, whether ye

will cloſe with him or not : If ye will lincerely fay , We

take the Lord to be our God , and give ourſelves to him ,

to be his people and ſervants; then we lay to you, and af
fure

ye get him .

to be

D
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fure you in hisname, that this cup, that by and by ye are

to drink , ſhall be, according to his warrant, the new cove

nant in his blood. And , to preſs you to the ching, let me

but ask you a few queſtions. 1. Is there not need of cove

nanting with God '? are there not many fins on your

ſcore ? is there not a quarrel berwixe God and you ? is

not this bargain meet and ſuitable for you, which holds out
remiſſion offins and peace with God? are ye not urgent

ly called to it ? And what ground of challenge will it be ,
think

ye , that this was in your offer, and on veryfree and

eaſy terms, and ye would not accept of it, but would

needs deftroy yourſelves ? 2. If there bę finans á quar

rel, is there nor a neceſſity to have it taken away Have
ye

laid your accouot and reſolved not to be ſolicitous and

careful, whether ye be friends with God or not ? And , if

ye will not ſay that, why do ye not enter this covenant ?

3. Is there any other way to get fin pardoned, and the

quarrel taken away, but by making ſure your covenant

with God ? David or any others char were ſaved, were

they ſaved way ? This covenant was all his ſal.

vation , and all his deſire. 4. What will yeſay in the day

ofthe Lord , when the trumpet ſhall ſound, and he ſhall

call you to an account for refufing his free and gracious

offer ; when there will be no more creating with you ;

when he ſhall ſay, and inake your own conſcience fay to

you , It was plainly told you, that there was a quarrel

ſtandingberwixt me and you ; it was told you , that I

was willing to enter into a covenant with you, and to re

move that, quarrel ; I ſent my mefſengers unto you for

this end, bur ye made light of the matter ? Say to it, O

ſay to it ; ye muſt ſay ſomething, Yea, or Nay ; ye are not

left to be indifferent, and to keepup yourſelves in this

matter : I tell you , if yefay not ? ea , ye ſay Nay ; and , as

the apoſtie ſpeaks, Ads 13. 46. ye pals ſentence on your

ſelves, and judge yourſelves unwortby of eternal life :It is

interpretatively a ſaying, that ye will not have heaven and

life thro' Chriſt ; and therefore, as ye would not deſtroy

your own ſouls,1 beſeech you , nay, I obreſt you in the

name of the Lord , and for, his fake, accept of this cove

Wetell you, and, as theapoitle hath it, we ſay, Be

i known unto you, ibat througb Jeſus Chrif remiffion of fins

any other

و

nant.
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is preached to you ; he hath purchaſed life and ſalvation to

finners ; and , To you is the word of this ſalvation fent :

Give, O give your conſent ro the bargain, and that is all
we ſeek of you.

Now, ro profecute this a little , and to put you yet fur

ther to it, becauſe it will ly before God , whether we have

pur you to it or not, and whether ye have accepted of

This covenant or not ; whether we were in earneſt in pro

poſing it, and whether ye were in carneft in cloſing with

it : Confider, 1. The perſons whom we put to this, and

the things that we put you to ; 2. The terms on which ;

3. The grounds from which ; And, 4. The qualifications
and directions whereby.

Fit, As for the perſons whom we put and preſs to this

covenancing with God ; It is not thoſe only, who have gor

ten their cokens warranting them to come to the table ,

nor thoſe only that are debarred , and ſo have got na

tokens ; but it is all of you, thoſe who are afar off, and

near-band ; but differently: To the tender foul we ſay ,

Come forward ; To the ſecure we ſay, Humble yourſelves,

and then come and join in this covenant, The thing we

call you to is, to take the Lord co be your God, and to

give up yourſelves to be God's ; we call you to take God

to be your Maſter, your Father, your Saviour, your

Head, your Husband, your Friend, even your All : And
that is ill nor ſmall offer : And we call you to give up

yourſelves to God, to forſake your father's houſe, and all

your kindred, and to cleave to him ; to join yourſelves to

ibe Lord, as the text hath it ; and as it is ſaid , the pro

digal joined bimſelf to a certain citizen, fo ye would join

yourſelves to the Lord, and be beholden to him for your
life.

Secondly, As for the terms, they are in ſhort, That

ſeeing God faith , Accept of my son's righteouſneſs, and

ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters; ye would freely accept

of ir, and take and put Chrift's righteouſneſsin the place

and room of ſelf-righteouſnek which was in the covenant

of works; found your plea before God on nothing that

ye can do, but on Chriſt's doing and ſuffering for you ,

Which now by faith ye reſoive to adhere to ; and religa

your

no
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doth

ye

yourſelves to him without any reſervation, to be guided

and ſaved by him, in his own way .

As for the third, How , or from and by what grounds

we put you to this ? or rather, How dorh the Lord pur us

all to it ? 1. Yo are put to it by his offer in the goſpel,

which, in diſcretion , calls you to give him an anſwer : He

cries, Come unto me, and I will make an everlaſting cove

nant with you, even the ſure mercies of David ; and,

he not require an anſwer ? and , is it not incumbent to us,

who ſpeak to youin his name, to crave your anſwer ? We

declare to you all , that ye may, if ye will, come to be

joined with God in covenant, and may be ſure to be ac

cepted ofas his , if ye come aright: Now, what ſay ye
to it ? Either muſt look on this as a cheat or cunning

ly deviſed fable ; or, if ye dare not look on it fo, ye muft
accept of it, and make it welcome. 2. Ye are putto it,

in this reſpect, that the Lord brings you now and then

under ſome conviction of the neceſſity of your peace with

God ; ſomething within you faith, that peace with God

is worth the having, and needful ; that this is a good bar

gain , and that ye have need of it ; and there are now and

then ſome raw reſolutions to put it to a point: And ie

may be there is ſomething preſently that puts you to it ;

and if nor, ſo much the more ye would put yourſelves to

ir , left the kingdom of God be takenfrom you . 3. Ye are

pur to ic by this fame ſacrament: Is it poſſible thatye can
take the communion for a ſeal and confirmation, except

ye covenant with God before ? If ye will not covenant, ye

prove yourſelves to be treacherous diſſemblers in going
to the communion , and to be liars to God : When he pre

ſencs,and offers his covenant, ye protefs to take his offer,

and to cloſe the covenant with him ; but ye refuſe, as it

were, to take the pen in your hand, or do throw it away :

When he preſents to you the cup of the New Teftament,

ye drink the wine, and ſpill the blood, and ſo become

guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, when ye defpiſe it,

and will not make uſe of ir, nor covenant with God that

ye may get the uſe of it . And therefore, 4. Know , that

ye are put to it preſently and peremptorily, and that the

Lord will take is for a refuſal and for a ſcorning and de:

ſpiſing on your part, if ye do it not ; and do ye think it

a
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a licile matter to have fich a guilt lying on your fcore ?

What know
ye,

if ever God ſhall offer to ſeal a covenang

with you again ? And therefore we put you to it peremp

torly , as to theſe three. ( 1. ) As ro che ching, that, when

he invites, ye come ; when he offers, ye receiveand give

the Lord you anſwer, not a Nay - Jay, but a Yua, as ye

will be anſwerable : And, upon your ſaying Yea to this

coenant on his terms, we declare in his name, chat he

ſays Yea, in taking in the finner thar fleeth unto him ,

(2.) Asto the whole of the thing : For ye muſt not halve

God's covenant ; but, as ye accept of Godto be yours, la

ye muſt give up yourſelves to him to be his ; and as ye

take Chrift for paying of your debt, ſo allo ye muft take

him to help you to do your dury : Take all therefore,

and fubmit yourſelves inrirely to him in this covenant,

(3. ) As to the cime , ye muſt do all this preſently : For .

the Lord doch not allow us to give you an hour, or to

promiſe to treat with you one hour atter this ; ' cis now ,

Come and let us join ourſelves to the Lord. T'is no difficult

thing that ye are called to ; 'tis to believe with the heart ,

and to confefs with the mouth our Lord Jeſus Chrift, as it is

Rom. 10. 9. The Object is Chrift; the condition is faith,

whereby he is gripped and taken hold of, and which go

eth out towards him in the word ; And ſo ye

more ado, bur, when the offer and promiſe comes out, to
accepe and ſubſcribe, and to ſay, I am the Lord's, I will

be bis, to be javed by his righteouſneſs, and made boly by bis
grace, both which are contained in the covenant ; I am

content to be beholden to him borh for holineſs and hap

pineſs ; and it ſhall be a bargain. The Lord himſelf

per!wade you to do ſo, and that preſently, without de

laying, dallying, or fhiftirg and off-putting.

Now, it may be, that ſome think this to be a good

bargain, but they know not how to make it ſure and ficker,

ſo as it may hold for ever. And therefore this is the last

thing, that, in the fourth place, we would ſpeak a little

to, viz. How ſhall a perſon covenantwith God, and know

that he hath done fo in very deed ? (for the directions how

to covenant are ſo many 'evidences of covenanting , when

performed .) For directions then in this matter ; We would

in general, in the in place, have ground to ſuppoſe and

take

have no
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take it for granted that ye know what ye are, even fin

ners, and that fan hath laid the foundation of a quarrel

betwixt God and you ; and that ye know what he is a de

figning and doing by this preached goſpel, even to bring

finners into this covenant , and to have an union made up

betwixe him and them . But ye will , belike, ſay, I know

not how to make it ſure. There is no anſwer to this, bur,

Be doing, till ye get it made ſure ; for your unſureneſs

muft flow , either from ſomething on God's fide, or from

fomething on your fide: Ye dare not, I fuppofe, ſay that

it flows from any thing on God's fide, or, if ye ſhould,

this is the way to make him fure (to ſpeak ſo ;) and , it is

Aow from ſomething on your fide, he- bids you, Return ,

backſliding children, and he will beal your backſlidings, and

make it ſure. But, in the mext place, and more particu ,

Jarly , conſider, 1. Your end and deſign, what ye would

be at. Ye may have ſome general aim at ſomething that

is good in itſelf; but that is not enough, it muſt be ſome

thingmore particular and peculiar : Is it to get God to be

your God ?doth thar fill your eye ? Is it to get your back

ſlidings healed as well as pardoned ? That is right, if your

aim be to have God and ſpiritual good. I mention this

the rather, becauſe ſome may love God and the covenant,

for ſome temporal good ; whereas others love him and

his covenant, mainly for a ſpiritualgood, and think them

felves well come to and made up thereby. Wherein lies

the difference ? will ye fay. I anſwer, in a word, To

love God and the covenant only or mainly for temporal

mercies, is ill and ſelfiſh ; but to love God and his cove

nant, to be made thereby really happy in the enjoyment

of him , and to be made conform to him in holineſs, is

good and defiable, and neither ſelfiſh nor ſervile and

mercenary; As it is no unkindly-like token in a wife to

love her brusband, to be delighted in him , and to like

well to enjoy his company; ſo it is a kindly- like mark for

a ſoul to love God , on the account of the happineſs and

(holineſs that are to be had in him, and from him; Love

to God ſhoulders not out all regard and love to ourſelves

amply, but it fhoulders our love ro luſts, and all inordi

nare love to ſelf and to every idol; nay, ' tis inconſiſtent

with true love to God, nor to care whether we be happy
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may

n the enjoyment ofhim or not. 2. Conſider how, and

jy what means, and on what terms ye ſeek to come at

hat end : Are ye fecure , and ſenfleſs of your fin and

milery without God ? ' Tis very like , that
make but a

ye

blind' bargain whereof ye will have no real advantage ;

But, have ye any kindly touch of your fin and miſery ,

and of your need of a Saviour ; and have ye recourſe to .

him , as One able to ſave to the uttermoſt all tbat come unto

God brough him , and who lives for ever to make interceflion

for tbem ? Ye know ſomewhat of your ſincerity in

covenancing with God by the way thar ye come to him,

3. What ule make ye of the Mediator, when ye are

come to him ? Is your peace with God, and your hope

of holding by the bargain, grounded on him ? Do ye lay

theweightof all the good ye expect , on his mediation,

on his ſatisfaction and interceſſion, on his purchaſe ? Do

ye hold all thorow him ? That's a good token . ' 4. Are

ye content to give to God, as well as to take from him ;

to devote yourſelves to him for ſervice, as well as to en

joy him and happineſs in him ? This alſo isa good token,

as well as a direction. 5. Are ye in much holy fear and

jealouſy of backſliding and is it in your eye and aim

purpotly to article this with the Lord, to put' bis fear in

your beaft, that ye may not depart from bim ? Many per :

Tons will ſometimes in a warm fir, or in a good mood ( as

we uſe to ſpeak ) come far on , as Agrippa did, but quick

ly fall off, and return to their wonted biaſs, coldnels and

indifferency ; therefore, in your covenanting with God,

there would be much holy fear, left it be not found , left

it hold nor: Let your ſoul ſay , Now I am abſolutely and

unreſervedly given away to God, not by mortgage or

wadſet only (to ſpeak ſo ) but without reverſion , even for

6. Yewould come to cloſe actually with God him

ſelf in covenant : Many come to the word and ſacrament,

to get, as they think, fome good ; but come not to the

covenant , to be really and perpetually joined to the Lord

himſelf. 7. Ye would ſeek after ſome heart- warming,

by God's Spirit within you, and fome lively exerciſe of

your faith in him, as ye fee to be in this peoples caſe,

3. Perſons that are in earneſt will be much affected with

bygone flips, failings und unfaithful dealings with God,

and

ever .

1
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and are afraid of falling back and of dealing loofly with

the Lord ; and this puts them on to be more ſolicitous

and careful , to take on the mo bands, and to cart the

knot the fafter, becauſe the heart is deceitfal! Come ( ſay

they here) and let us join ourſelves to the Lord, in a per

petual covenant never to be forgotten . They are not con

tent with a covenant, except it be ficker ; the heart pro

teſts againtt isfelf if it ſhall draw back, and reſigns and

renounces its liberty to do ſo any more , if it may be cal

led liberty. 9. A perſon would aim to have himſelf ſure

and ſatisfied as to this, that he hath really given his con

ſent, that he may have quietneſs in the aſſurance of its be

ing lo ; yet , not laying the weight of his peace on his

clearners and aſſurance, but becauſe his comfort much dem

pends thereon , therefore he will endeavour to have any

blank filled up, and the buſineſs put to a point : He

comes to this covenanting , with holy fear, felf-fufpicion

and jealouſy ; and goeth from it with fear: And as he is

attended with thisfear in covenanting,fo in receiving the

ſacrament the ſeal of the covenant ; Come (ſay they ) and

let us join ourſelves to the Lord, in a perpetual covenant that

fball never be forgotten. Oſo ſure as they would have it !

Ye who ſhallthro' grace come thus, fall find the Lord

Jeſus waiting and ready to welcome you.

Bur, 'tis like , ye will ask, How is the ſacrament made

uſeful and helpful in this joining to the Lord in covenant ?

I anſwer in general, as to the believer, That all the pro

miſes are his, and it ſeals all the bleſſings of the covenant

to him, becauſe the condition of the covenant is' found

in him : Even as a pardon given to a rebel on condition

he lay down his arms, when he dorh lay them down and

accepts of the pardon , the ſeal is appended to it , which
makes it firm and ſure. But what if the perſons doubt

of their having entred into the covenant? Anſwer 1. They
are either ſuch as are mere ſtrangers to God , and have no

defire after, nor refpe &t to the covenant; thoſe are under

God's curſe, and ſhall get no good of the facrament, be

cauſe they reſolve nor to take Chriſt ro fulfil the condition

of the covenant in them , and are not in earneſt to be in

under the bondof the covenant : Yet, if even ſuch would

ſeriouſly reſolve to fulfil the condition, or rather to take
Chriſt



222 We fouillftir up ourſelves

1

ปี

Chriſt to help them to fulfil ir, they ſhould be welcomca

Or they are luch' as are doubting, tho' chey have ſome
honeft defire : Such would remember, the bargain is mu

tual, and they muſt engage co God, if they would have

God engaged to them : And, if ye have not done it be

fore, do it even now, and the ſacrament ſhall be uſeful and

helpful to you , in theſe reſpects : More particularly ,

1. For, ſealing chis general cruth, If I believe in Cbrift, I

Jball bave eternal life : In which reſpect, 'cis like a

pardon offered to a rebelon conditionhe lay down his
arms ; he would fir ſee it in writ, and then he would

have it ſealed : Weil ( faith the king) ye thall
ger

it

ſealed . 2. ' Tis uſeful, and hath influence in a 'moral way,

to make you accept of pardon, and to enter in the cove

nant : inwhich refpe & , 'ris an argument, as tò allure che

rebel to accept of the pardon , ſo to perſwade and affure

him , that on his acceptance he ſhall have it actually and

certainly, when 'ris holden forth , fealed : For, faith the

Lord, in the facrament, ye have my covenant, and here

I am ready to ſeal it . 3. It furthers our joining in cove

nanr, in reſpect of its clear holding forth and manifeſting

the bleſſings of the covenant. The word laich , that ye

are finners, and that ye will get nothingthat is truly good

but in and through Chrift; and that God is content to

covenant with you, and to pardon your fins throhim :

And the facrament brings Chriſt and the bleſſings of the

covenant to be ſome way viſible and ſenſible to you ; and

the goſpel tells how it is done. 4. In the ſacrament the
Lord condeſcends in the moſt formal way to covenant ;

for in it he faith , Take you my Son's blood to walh you

who are guilty and filthy: Andyour taking is, as it were,

a ſtriking of hands with him , and a faying, Content,

Lord, let this blood waſh me. And thus, looking to the

word of inftitution , which gives footing to faith , and ex

erciſing faith thereon as your warrant, your faith is help

ed to take hold of Chrift by and in the ſacrament. 5. It

helps to cloſe with the covenant, by letting you ſee the

grounds of the covenant, whereon it is botromed and

built. If thou ſhouidit ſay, Tho' God would covenant

with me, I will not keep : The facrament holds our Chrift

as Caurioner, that hath put himſelf in our room, and en

gaged
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gaged in our name to make us forthcoming. And if thou

Thuldit yet ſay, Will God indeed accept of the like of

me ? It faith , Here is a broken and bleeding Saviour and

Mediator.co lead thee to God, a Saviour who hath made

himſelf a propitiation for fin : And hereupon the finner

may be ſtrengthned to take hold of the covenant, becaule

in the ſacrament he ſees Chriſt himſelf laid as a bridge,

on which he may come over to God , and his rent flesh

as the Vail tbrough which he may, as by a new and living

way, enter into the holieft.

ఆకు కళంకంకుంజాసంకనం

3

Jeremiah 50. 0. 5. --Come and let us join ourſelves to the

Lord , in a perpetual covenant that fall not be forgotten.

SE R M ON V.

T!
HER E are two main and mighty upraking buſi

neſſes to the people of God ; the one whereof is,

How to win to be in covenang with God , to be

friends and in good terms with him ; the other is, How

to ſtand to, and keep covenant with him, and to live as

being made friends with him according to the obligation
that liech on them. This is the great design of all preach

ing, to bring them within the covenant, who are withour;

and to make choſe who are within the covenant , to walk

ſuitably to ir : And as theſe are never ſeparated on the

Lord's ſide, ſo ſhould they never be ſeparated on our fide ;

therefore theſe people are brought in here ſaying, Let us

join ourſelves to the Lord in a covenant : And not only fa , .

but there are two words added by them , to Mew their

earneſt deſire to keep, and ſtand to the covenant ; the one.

is, a perpetual covenant; theother a covenant that ſhallnot

be forgotter, the impreffion whereof may never wear away.

And this we conceive to be their meaning, 1. Becauſe to

forget the covenanc, in ſcripture, is to deal falſly in it ;

and to forget the covenant, and to break it, are the ſame.

2. Becauſe it is (as we take it) oppoſed to their fear of

falſe dealing in the covenant: As if they had ſaid , We

were once in covenant with God, but we did deal fally

in
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in it, and forgot it ; let us now therefore join ourſelves in

a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten ; let it be a con

ſtant and ftanding, a laſting, even an everlaſting bargain .

This being the meaning of the words, we Thall ſpeak

to four obfervations from them (the ſubſtance whereof ye

have heard touched on already ) and theſe are,

Firf , That the greatbažard which a people covenanting

with God are in, is to hip and ſide from their tye and en

gagements to bim , and to forget the covenant.

The Second is, That the great evidence of right entring in

covenant with God, is to be ſerious and much concerned in

keeping of it, even as much as in entring into it.

The Tbird is , ' That tbe great defign and duty of a cove

nanter with God is, never to forget the covenant, but freply

to remember it, ſo as to be anſwerable to it in pra&tice.

The Fourth is, That the great mean whereby tbis defign

is got proſecuted, and this duty performed, is adbering and

cleaving to God, according to the covenant. Let us (ſay they)

join to the Lord in a covenant. In this reſpect, adhering to

him in it, is the mean to keep covenant, ſo às we may

never fall from it .

The firſt obſervation then is, That the great hazard that

a people covenanting with God are in, is to hip and fall from

their engagement to bim : Or, There is ſuch a cavenanting

with God , as people may ſoon forget and fall from ; a tem

porary and upficker covenanting, that holds nor.

petual covenant neder to be forgotten, ſuppoſerh that there

is a ſort of covenanting that ſlips like a knotleſs thread

(id ſpeak ſo ) and abides not. This is fadly verified in the

experience of many common profeſſors of religion , and

often ever of the godly themſelves in a meaſure; even

nowthere will be a bargaiving with God, and within a lit

tle they will forger it : Peter faith , Though all floould for

ſake thee, yet will not l ; and yet within a very little he is

found ſleeping, and that ſame night denies and forſwears

his Mafter. So, Deut. 5. ' the people ſay, All that the Lord

bath commanded us, we will do ;, and the Lord faith , Ibey

bave well ſaid , Othat there were ſuch a beart in tbem !

and yet, within the ſpace of little more chan forty days,

they ſet up a golden calf for their god. So , Pfal. 78 .

A
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34, 35 , 36, 37. Wben be new tbem , then they fought bim ;

rbey returned and enquired early after God : They remem

bred that God was their Rock , and the moft High their Re

deemer, But they did flatter him with their mouth, and lied

unto bim with their tongue ; for their hearts were not right

with God, neither were they fedfaft in bis covenant ; they

abode not by the mint and effay which they made. But

I think this is beyond any need of proof; we rather ſtand

in need to have theimpreſſion of it made deep upon our

hearts , and to go from the work we have been about

with , holy fear and jealouſy over ourſelves, beſpeaking

ourſelves thus, What if this engagement we have come

under , hold not, but prove like the banging down of the

bead like a bulruſb fora day ? Serious thoughts of this ha

zard would, throʻ God's bleſſing, further the exerciſe of

warchfulneſs a great deal more. When carnal ſelf-con

fidence and fearleſneſs creep on and take hold of us, we
( as it were ) lay aſide our armour, fooliſhly fancying that

there is no hazard, but that all will be well ; werethere

mote of this holy fear, there would notbe ſuch frequent

furprizes. Have ye not often been ſurprized, and proved
unitedtalt in God's covenant ? And, ſince ye

and clear proofsof the truth of this do& rine inyour own

Tad experience, is there not the greater need of holy fear
and watchfulneſs ?

The ſecond obſervation is , That thoſe who are fincere and

ſerious in covenanting withGod, willbe no leſs fo , in keeping

of, and fanding to it. Where people are ſound and honeſt

at the heart, it will be no leſs an upraking work to them,

how to keep covenant, than it was to get it entred in :
Therefore theſe here mentioned have it as one piece of

their ſeriouſly uptaking buſineſs, how to be joined to the

Lord in covenant ; and another, how to get it ſtood to,

ſoas it may be a perpetual nne, never to be forgotten.

The ſame reaſons that prove thatthere 1hould be, or that

there is ſeriouſųeſs in making and cloſing the covenant,

will alſo prove that there ſhould be, and will be ſeriouſ

nefs in endeavours to keep it ; for, if the perſon honeſtly

mind to enjoy the bleſſings covenanted , he muſt and will

endeavour to keep and ſtand co the covenant ; if he honeft

ly mind and ſincerely defire to be in good terms with

P God

have ſo many
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God thro' che covenant, he muſt and will endeavour to

Atand to the terms of the covenant, and breach of cove

nant will waken a challenge. If it be a principle of true

ſaving grace that puts a perfon to deſire to be urder the

bond of God's covenant, thar fame principle will make

him defire and endeavour to abide underthat bond, and

to keep faithfully to him : Thus David faith , Pfal. 119.

29, 30. i bave choſen the way of thy precepts ; and I baye

fuck untotby teftimonies. There is a chooſing of the cove

nant and teftimonies, and a deſign of ſticking to them ,

when upou choice clofed wich.

The Uſe of this point ferves for inftruétion. Wouldye

fain have a mark of your honefty in covenanting with

God ? Here it is , and we know no better mark or evi

dence to give you than this, even to be ſerious and much

concerned in keeping covenant : God will never account

char man to be a true covenanter , that will caſt his law

behind his hack. The apoſtle James, Chap. 1. Ipeaks of

Iwo, forts of men that are hearers of the word ; and he

compares the one fort, viz. forgetful hearers, to a man,

who hebolding his natural face in a glaſ , goes away, and

Araightway forgets what manner of man he was : But the

other fort are ſuch , who are not only bearers, but doers of

the word ; Ibatman ( faith he) fball be bleſſed in bis deed.

It is not the fayer, bur the doer and the keeper of the

words of the covenant, that is bleſſed . As many as feri

ouſly engage to God, are put on (as we raid before ) with

as much ſeriouſneſs, in endeavouring the performance

of their engagement, as to come under it : I ſpeak not of

a perfect performance, or fulfilling of engagements with

out any the leaft defeat, that is not to be win at here ;

but of ſerious minding and endeavouring, in the Lord's

ſtrength, the performance of that which we are engaged

to : For there is a great difference betwixt mens failing

and flipping of informity, and their finning with allow

the former thewerh a Bodyofdeath to be yer re

maining, and may conſiſt with faithfulnefs in God's cove
nant; but the larrer. [peaks our a ſlothful, careleſs and

negligent undervaluing of God and of his covenant

never fuch ,a man cloke himſelfwith the pretext of being

in covenant with God , nor palliate bis palpably grofs and
voluntary

ance i
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voluntary breaches of covenant, with the pretext of iné

firmity, who doth not ſeriouſly drive it as his great des

hgn, ſo be faithful in God's covenant.

Now, wouldye know wherein this ſeriouſneſs in keeps

ing and performing covenant confifts ? Ye may cake it in

theſe characters. The man that is ſerious in performing

his engagement, 1. His heart is taken up with it, and

there is an ardent longing to be anſwerable to the cove

nant that he is entred into with God : His greareft with

in all the world is,as to be in it, ſo to be faithful in keep

ing it ; therefore faith the Pſalmift, Pſal. 119. 5: O that

my ways were directed to keep tby Atatutes ! and this is

given as a mark of tbe blesſed man, who is undefiled in the

way : And faith he, v. 6. Thenſball I not be apamed, when

Ibave refped unto all tby commandments ; which is a reaa

ſon of the former, and a confirmation of it : He deſigns

to be ſhort in his obedience to no command, and he does

not allow himfelf in his fhortcoming even as to degree ,

but is conſtant in purſuing his deſign always, even unto the

end . 2. Seriouſneſs in performing appeareth by kindly

acknowledging the impreffion of the weightineſs of the rye

and obligation that the covenantlays on perſons; it ſome

way affects and burdens them , ſo that they walk nor fo

lightly as others do under the obligation and debt of the

covenant, tho' it be a friendly debt, and alſo a privilege :

Their burden is not, that they are under the obligation ,

bur how to get it performed ; thus faith the Pfalmift,

Pfal. 56. 12. Thy vows are upon me, O God :They take

on vows to God, and keep them on, and walk as being

under chem . This is amain thingto be looked to in

keeping covenant. 3. This ſeriouſnefs in performing apa

pears in the tear that perſons have of going wrong and

miſcarrying : They are afraid to break to God ; neither

are any foſuſpicious of them, as they are of themſelves,

knowing by fad experience, that their bearts are deceitful

above all tbings : And this is a very native evidence, con

ſidering what we heard of our fickleneſs, which cannot

be without the impreſſion of fear. 4. It appearsin a holy

carefulneſs and diligence to prevent that which they fear :

Left at any time they leta buckle ſlip (to ſpeak lo ) and

left that which they feared come on them , their fear purs
P2 them
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them to diligence to prevent the thing feared . This

makes them to faſt and pray , and to be watchful' over

themſelves in loote and untender company , and to eſchew

them as far as they can, and to hazard fome lots, rather

than to pur themſelves under a fiare ; watching and pray

ing, left they fall into the ſin of dealing fally in God's co

venant. 5. It appears in the Tharpneſs of challenges,

when any thing iniſcarries in their hand : They are

ſoon challenged for the very firft beginnings of a breach;

wrong look will affect them : Therefore faith Job, Chap.

91. I made a covenant with my eyes, why then ſhould I look

upon a maid ? Find the heart , while tender , will lothe and

ſcar at the leaſt thing that bach the remoteft tendency to

wards a breach , were it but the appearance of evil . Any

the leaſt guild ſoon toucherh and ſmiterh them, not only

that which is their own, but even that of others : Thus

good Ezra faith, Chap. 9. Should we again break tky com .

mandments, and join in affinity with the people of these a

bominations ?, Aud he lieth in the duſt before God mourn

ing, becauſe of this. 6. It appears in reſpect of the ex

erciſe of a perſon's faith : As 'cis an uptaking work and

buſineſs to honeſt fouls, to get their faith founded rightly

in clofing the covenant withGod, that they be well ground

ed in believing; ſo it is no leſs an upraking and exerci

fing work, to be improving their faith on God's promiſes,

so makethem forthcoming according to theirengagement

and for keeping covenant : Which is the apoſtle's exerciſe ,

Gal. 2. 20. so live by faith on the Son of God ; I am ( ſaith

he) crucified with Ckrift, nevertheleſs I live ; yet not 1, but

Chrift liveth in me ; and the life which I now live in the

field , is by faith on the Son of God, wbo loved me, and gave

himself for me. And , try it who will , they ſhall find it

to be an upraking work, rightly to exerciſe faith for en

tertaining of ſpiritual lite , and for preventing a covenant

breach with God . It may be, for as many profeſſed co

venanters as are here, that bur , tew of you know much,

if any thing af all, what it is to be raken up with being

anſwerable to the covenant according to your engage

ments : This, no doubt , makes much unſound work, thar

ye do not fingly and ſeriouſly deſign this; that ye reach

not forward , thatye bear not down the body, and bring

6
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it under ſubje& ion, left ye come ſhort here. If ye were

ſuitably ſerious, theſe characters and evidences might be

as ſo many directions to you ; There would be much

watchfulneſs in doing ; ready ' entertaining of challenges

and convictions ; much heart-melding under the ſenſeof

wrongs done to God ; and the very appearances of evil

would be ſcar'd at , and appear terrible. There is an evil

readily incident to many profeſſors of religion , thar chey

would fain be at marks of a good ſpirirual ftare, and of

being in covenant with God , but ſuch as would not diſturb

their carnal confidence , eafe, and lazineſs, nor put them

on to painful diligence ; But we have no ſuch marks ro

give ; neither dare we , for the fear of God, and becauſe

of the hazard of ſouls, atlign any ſuch; there being nonc

ſuch given or aſſigned in the word of God : Nay , letme

tell you, that, if there be not painful diligence and faith .

fulneſs in keeping covenant with God , it will darken the

light of any othermark chat can be given ; and, no doubt,

'cis this negligence and unfaithfulneſs that makes many

good marks, clear in themſelves , dark to many Chriftians,

while they give not diligence to make their calling and

ele &tion lure, and give noi all diligence to add one grace

to another, and one degree of grace to another : It is alſo

the cauſe of uncomfortable walking, yea, of uncomfort
able communicating. But to be , ſincere and ferious in

owning our covenant-engagements, and faithfully forth

coming in the fruits thereof, and in a correſpondent con

verſation, is a mark that will give comfort, and ſome

quierneſs at leaſt, till comfort come; the Lord will com

fortably confeſs ſuch as faithfully conteſs him.

The third Obſervation is , That it is and will be the great

Rudy of perſons really entred in covenant with Gad, to bave

it an ahiding bargain, a perpetual covenant never to be forgot

ten : This is their deſign, as well as their dury , that their

practice and walk may be ſuitable to the covenant. And
it being the main thing implied in the words, and that

which we intend to inſiſt on, I ſhall, in the proſecution
of ir, ſpeak a little to thele tbree. 1. To what ic is to

aim to have God's covenant perpetual , and never to be fora

gorcen . 2. To the reaſons and the ground chat there is

1
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to preſs this. And , 3. To lomc motives and encourage

ments for exciting to it.

For the firft, viz..What it is to ſtudy to have God's
covenant perpetual, and never to be forgotten. We take

it up in theſe particulars; 1. That thoſe entred in cove

pant would drive the great deſign of the covenant ;, which

is tummed in theſe two words, To have God to be ours,

and ourſelves to be God's : ' Tis even that which we have

in anſwer to the firſt queſtion of our excellent Catechiſm ,

What is man's chief end ? To enjoy God, and co glorify

him ; to enjoy him asour own God, and to glorify him ,

by acknowledging ourſelves to be his, and by devoting

ourſelves to hisſervice, as being a people formed for bim

felf, to fhear forth his praiſe. This ſhould be vigorouſly

driven, as the great deſign of the covenanter with God )

and it would be a notable help to keep covenant, even to

live and walk ſo as we may have God'scompany :For what

uſe ſerves God's covenant unto us, and our entring there

in, if we continue as great ftrangers to him as before ? If

this be not driven asour delign ,we forget wherefore we
covenanted. 2. There would be a minding of our own

obligarion in the covenant , as ' the condition or mean by

which the end , viz. the enjoying of God, is come at;

which is, ina word, tobe his, to walk before him, as he

willeth Abrabam to do, Walk before me and be tbou per

fe &t : God himſelf is that which the covenanter ſhould

principally aim ar ; and walking before him is the mean apo

pointed for coming at that end. In fhort, whatever the

covenant faith in reference to our duty, as, to abandon

lufts; to be boly in all manner of converſation, to be watch

ful, to glorify God in our bodies and spirits which are

bis, & c . is thatwhich we are cyed to in the covenant, and

which we would ſeriouſly drive at as our great deſign.

3. There would be a minding and remembring of God's

engagement to us in the covenant, which is a part of it,

as well as our engagement to him , and never to be tor

gotten by us : Return ( faith the Lord, fer. 3.) backſliding

ebildren , and I will beal your backſlidings: Return, for I

am married to you : I will be your God and guide even unto

death : I will never leave thee nor forfake thee, &c. And

this minding and remembring of God's pašt of the cove

TH
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nant, is a crediting of his promite. Many believers mind

and remember their own part of the covenant, but for

get that God is ryed to them ; (which is to remember,

not a mutual engagement, fuch as the covenantbears out,

but only our own particular engagement) which makes

us have ſo manyfailings on our fide, and doth very much

'weaken our hands in dury ; becauſe we lay notthe weight

of our performances on 'God that hath promiſed, wbots.
faithful, and will alſo do in We will find it to be fren

quent and familiar to the ſaints mentioned in fcripture,

to mind God's part of the covenant as well astheir own,

and particularly to David in the book of Pfalms, who

faith , Thou baft made a covenant with thine Anointed

Tbou baft laid belp upon One that is mighty :Art not thom

from everlaſting our God ?, Lord, remember thy covenanti

that is, the covenant that God hath make with his people ,

and often elfewhere. The great weight of a believers

lite and confolation lies here : Alas ? what would our 'life

or our engagement be, and what would our comfort and

hope be, without his engagment to us in the covenant ?

And, if this be not ſuitably minded and remembred, it

will prove but a very heartleſs bargain . 4. It itoplies.

this , ſeriouſly to endeavour to conform our practice to

the many great obligations that we ly under to him , and

which God's offer and covenant do on many accounts call

us to. This is a ſhort hint of what it is to keep and do ibe

covenant of God , and to perform it alway even unto the end,

to have his covenant perpétual, and never to be forgotten.
As for the ſecond, to wit , the grounds atid reaſons of

this, and whereby it be may preffed. if , We would

think of , and believe the reality of God's covenant, the

reality of the promiſes in it , and of all that is ſpoken of

it; and would put ourſelves to it, if indeed we look on

it as fuch. The truth is, it is the language of our inbe

lief, thatwe ſcarcely think God to be in carneft ; as if

all that is ſpoken of this coyeuant were but a cunningly

deviſed fable : If we really believed , that 'by this bleſſed

covenant we may be brought to enjoy God , and to be

made conform ro his image in holineſs, to have our vile

bodies at laſt made conform to his glorious body , & c.

and that as certainly we fhall be poſſeſſed of ſuchgreat
and
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1

and glorious privileges by keeping this covenant, as we

are certain that this world is yerſtanding ; ſuch a faith

would prove to us ibe evidence of things not ſeen, and the

fubftance of things boped for; and would be a notable in

citement and ſharp ipur to holy activity in , and to quick

diſpatch of called - for duty. O but it be a good and

real bargain , and will have wonderful following, to all

thatkeep it ! and , whether this be now believed or not,

it will be found a little hence, that this bargain was one

of the beſt that ever was heard tell of in the world .

2dly, We would ſeriouſly bethink ourſelves, what will

come of it , in caſe there begroflyuntaithful dealing and

unftedfaftneſs in God'scovenant. ' I ſhall only nametheſe

five things that will follow on it. 1. Much ſin , 2. Much

Thame, 3. Much reflection on God , 4. Much wrath, and,

5. Much want of peace, and much anxiety, in the con

ſcience that is guilty of this fin . ( 1. ) I ſay, much fin.

Better there had never been a covenant in your offer , and

that ye had never profeſt your entring into covenant with

God ; ' Tis better ( faith the wiſc-man, Eccl. 5 5.) not to

vow to God, than to vowand not to perform : It had been bet
ter chat

many
of

you
had been cruſhed in your mother's

belly , or that ye had been born Turks and Pegans, and
had lived and died ſo, than to be found among them that

deal fallly in God's covenant; the groffeft fins of Pagans

are in ſome reſpect as no Gns in compariſon of this, Jobs

15, 22. ( 2.).There will be much ſhame before God ,

even ſhame and confufion of face , everlaſting ſhame.

Theyfball riſe fromthe dead to fame and everlaſting con,
tempt, Dan . 12. Sinners will have much ſhame, cre all

be done, for every ſin : But ſuch as have wickedly be

trayed their truſt to God, and, after they had made pro

feſſion of entring in covenant with him, have deale per

fideouſly and fallly in it , will be in a manner hifled at

amongft devils and reprobate Pagans, who never had ſuch

offers, neither made ſuch profeſſions ; and their condem

nation will be acknowledged tocarry eminent and con

ſpicuous deſerç in it ; becauſe ſuch had a good bargain,

and dealt treacherouſly with God, and quite marred it to

themſelves : They have often alſo much ſhame amongft

ment even here ; The man (laich Chrift) ibat bears my

Sayings,

1
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No

4

12

End

10

ſayings, and does them not, is like unto a fooli;} builder, that

built bis kouſe upon the land. And elſewhere he reſembles

rah engagers in proteſt covenanting with him, to men

who fit nor down to countthe coſt, that begin to build,

and, not being able to finish , expoſe themielves to the

mockage, ſcorn and deriſion of all chat paſs by : Such and

ſuch a man ( will ſomebe ready to ſay ) was a great pro

feffor ; but now, behold what is become of him ; take

him up yonder ; he ſeemed once to have ſome tenderneſs,

but now he is quite turned aſide, and becomegrofs and

looſe. Men of any moral honeſtly and ingenuity will be
aſhamed to break their word and to violate their engage

ments one to another in worldly matters ; how much grea

ter ſhame is it to break to God , and to deal fallly in his

covenant ? ( 3. ) It hath deep reflc &tions upon God ; for

the covenant-breaker faith on the matter, ihar it repents

him that ever he made it , for he hath ræver gotten good of

it ; and that God hath not been faithful in keeping to him ,

and that therefore he thought himſelf looſed from all its

obligations. Now , will any of you dare to ſay, that the

covenapt is not a good bargain , or thatGod is not a good,

refponfal and faithful Party to deal with ? What iniquity

bave your fathers found in me ( ſaith the Lord to his pro

feſfing f.eople, Jer. 2.) that they are gone ſo far from me?

Come (faith he, Micah 6. ) before the mountains, and let the

bills bear my controverſy with you ; what iniquity have ye found

in me ? wherein baveI wearied you ? teftify againſt me. Sure,

all thatdepart from God, rub reproach on God'scovenant

as a bad bargain , and on God as a bad and unfaithful Party

to deal with : O high and horrid practical atheiſm and

blafphemy ! Doubtleſs ſuch will find that they have played

the fools egregiouſly, in committing theſe two great evils,

in forſaking God the Fountain of living waters, and in dig

ging to themſelves ciſterns, even broken cifterns that could bold

O it ye could imagine, what ye will think of

it ere long , when ye will not get a drop of water to cool

your tongue, becauſe ye ſaid by your practice, that God

was not worth the having, and to the Almighty, Depart

from us , we will bave none of thee, neither will we have

tbe knowledge of thy ways ! ( 4.) Much want of peace and

much anxiety will follow upon it : Even the penitent and

con
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converting people of God , Jer. 3 , 20 , 21. have much bite

si ternets on this account of treacherous dealing in God's co

venant ; A voice of weeping and lamentation is beard on the

mountains, the children of Iſrael ſaying, -We base perverted
our way, we have forſaken the Lord our God. How much i

more bitterneſs of another nature, how much more ſmart,

vexation, anguiſh , agony, and gnawing of conſcience ſhall

impenitent finners have, on account of their falfe and perfi

dions dealing in God's covenatif? This will make the hearts

of many to quake and tremble for terror . If ye get repen

tance , it will be a heart-break to you ; and, if ye get not

repenrance, much heartleſs hear - break and cruthing is a

biding you in the end for evermore : And , O what erem .

bling of heart, failing of eyes , and forrow of mind may

be berwixt and that ! ( 5. ) Much wrath will follow on it

in the day of the Lord , it it be contigued in : And judge

ye within yourſelves if there be fo many aggravations of,

or ſo many threarnings 'againft any fin, as ot and againft

unfaithful and faiſe dealing in God's covenant ; this Pin

hath made the Jews to ly, theſe fixteen hundred years
and above, ſcattered among all nations as a curfe : There

fore make it your great deſign and buſineſs now , to be faith

ful to God , and to have the covenant with him æ perpen

tual covenant, never to be forgotten.

As for the ibird, viz . Some motives and encouragements

to excite you to be faithful in God's covenant, and io ftudy

to have it a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten ; Confi

der, in the 1ſt place, that ir is a fingularly good and nobe

ſuch bargais ro them that keep covenant, chere is no bar

gain more lovely to them thatkeep touches with God ; It

is ( faith dying David, ' 2 Sam . 23.) all my ſalvation, and

all mydeſire ; it hath all things in it that my heartcan

with .' We make a piriful and poor life to ourſelves, thro '

our undervaluing God's covenant ; the believer, hy impro

ving of it, might have ( as we uſe toſpeak) a lord'slife,yea,

a king'slife, yea, a life infinitely preierable to the life of all

the great men and monarchs on earth ; Having all things,

Ibo poselling nothing , as it is , 2 Cor. 6.10 . ' Arid faith the a .

poftle , Pbilip.4. I bave all, I abound and have no lack ; while,

in the mean time , he was living on a little charity from O

thers : We might have a good life here and hereafter.
Doth
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Doth itnot exceedingly commendGod's covenant, that nei

ther fickneſs, poverty, reproach , contempt, perfecution ,

nor death itſelf, tho' violent and bloody , can mar this ex

cellent life ? When the covenanter comes to judgment,

Wbo can lay any thing to bischarge? It is God that juftifieth,

who pall condemn him ? He harh a Friend before him ,

Jefus the Mediator of the new covenant, and is in good

terms with God. The great advantage of it in this life

and in that which is to come ( for godlinefs is great gain,

baving the promiſe of both ) may abundantly commend the

covenant, and faithfulneſs in it. I am perſwaded , there is

no fuiter or wooer to court and put in for the finner's heart

and affection, that can poſſibly out- bid God's covenant :

Can the luft of the eye, tbe luft of the floßb, or the pride of

life ; can profit, pleaſure or prefermentmake ſuch profers ?

Is there ſuchadvantage to be had in ſerving them, as there

is to be had in ſerving God ? By the one, ye bring forth

fruit unto bolineſs, and in the end reap eternal life; but, by

the other, ye fowto the fleſh, and fall of the fleß reap core

ruption, a poor and hungry harveft zdly, The very keep

ing of covenant with God , is in itſelf an advanrage. It

hath a great reward in the boſom of it ; for it puss
the

perſon to love God , to delight in him ,to place its happi
nefs in him, to ſtudy holineſs and morsification of fin ; and

is there not great advantage in theſe ? Can ye think or fay,

that there is any prejudice iv theſe and ſuch things as

thefe, namely, to be blameleſs in your converſation, tobe

fincere and not a hypocrite; to be ſerious and not luke

warm ? I am perſwaded, that, if ye will but put it ſeriouf

ly to your own conſciences, ye will be forced to ſay, that

fincerity in religion is better than hypocrify ; and Aedfaſt

neſs in God's covenant, than treachery: And , what more

do we callfor ? And therefore letme, on this ground, and

as ye would not come in tops with your own conſciences,

befeech you to ſtudy faithfulneſs in the covenant. God's

covenant hath a great advantage of the hearers of it, and

of profeffed engagers in it, even a friend in their bofoms,

vizi Conſcience, that will fide with it, and fay , that it

was a good bargain, that the terms were very reaſonable,

and that no prejudice could come by it, but unſpeak

ably much advantage ; and will tell the man , that it would
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have been his honour, and for his profit, to have kept it,

and to have been faithful in iç : Why then, will the Lord

ſay, didft thou deal failly in it, and renounce ir ? The

wretched man's conſcience will anſwer, that there was no

ſhadow of reaſon for it , it was plainly folly and madneſs ;

for to keep and do God's covenant and commandment, is
peoples wiſdom before all nations , Devi 4. It is a lad mat

ter, that when men may have , that which is infinitely pre
terable to what they are ſo eager in ſeeking after, even

true riches, pleaſure and honour, peace that paffeth all na

tural underſtanding, joy unſpeakable and tuli of glory , and

every good thing, by covenanting with God , and by faith

ful dealing therein; that they ſhould not drive this as their

great deſign , and make it their great work and upraking

buſineſs: 0 that there were ſuch a beart in them ( lai h the

Lord, Deut. 5. ) that they might fear me, and keep my como

mandments always, that it might be well with them, and

with their children for ever ! Men are ready to ſay, We

muft provide for our families, and, under that ſpecious

pretext, they ſhift this main work ; but , ah , fools that they

are ! there is noway comparable to this, to provide for fa
milies and children, even to have themſelves and their

children entred into God's covenant, and made ' to deal

faithfully in it ! this engageth him to provide for, and be

come Tutor unto the man's children : And , is there not

great encouragement here, to have every good thing be

itowed, and all carking care and anxiety concerning our

ſelves and children removed ? ' 3dly , We would conſider,

that God is a ſingular good Party to dealwith, very ten

der of them that aim to deal honeſtly with him ; He is
indeed levere hd terrible , when he becomes the Avenger

of a broken covenant ; but he is moſt tender towards ho

neft engagers , who Gincerely endeavour to keep touches

with him ; he is no rigid Interpreter of their actions, but

is ready to put the beſt ſenle on them that they are ca

pable of : Like as a father ( faith the pſalmiſt, Pfal. 103.2
pitieth, bis children, ſo derh the Lord pity them that fear him .

Heija Father that will take licile off the hand of his chile

dren , when he knows them to have a will to the work,

when he will nor deal fo with others; All his ways are

mercy and truth to them that keep his covenant and bis tefii.
montes ;
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heal

monies : It is not meant of luch as keep it perfe& ly, for

ſo they needed not mercy ; but of them that honeſtly de .

ſign and endeavour to keep it: And, may not that encou
rage to be fairhtul in God's covenant, that he is ſo eaſy to

pleaſe ? 4thly, Conſider, that he hath graciouſly ſtufted

his covenant with promiſes meer for the through-bearing

of them that would fain keep covenant: It ir be an evil

heart that will not love God , which troubles them , the

promiſe is , I will circunumciſe their beart, and the bearts of

their feed, to two ? the Lord their God ; whereas no others,

who are without the covenant, or deal unfaithfully in it,

can expect the performance of any fuch promite : If it

be a backſliding heart , the promile is, Fr. 3. 22. I will

your backſ :dings : If it be the fear of departing from

God that troubles them , the promiſe is , Jer. 32. 40. I

will put myfear in their heart , that they jbail not depart from

me : If it be the dominion of ſin that chey fear, the pro

miſe is, Rom . 6. 14 Sin Mall not have dominion over you,

for ye are not under the law , but under grace , char is, under

the covenant ot grace : And , it it be fear of the prevailing

of Saran's tentacions that troubles them, the promiſe is , The

God of peace ball bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly. May

we not then take heart to be fauchful in this covenant ? Yea ,

he hash allo condeſcended to come under this engagement

too , even to make us fore coming in the covenant ; I will

call ( faith the plalmift, Pfal. 57.) upon the Lord , who per

formetb all things for me. It might have been ſaid to

David, How wilt thou get all done that thou haſt under

taken ? He anſwers, I will call upon him who performeth all

things for me , and ſo I will get them all done and perfor

med, ſo as I may hope to be accepted on the Mediator's

account and for his fake. 5thly, Conſider the Mediatorof

the covenant, who is Surety and Cautioner, not only for

believers debe, but alſo for their duty ; therefore he is cal

led , Heb. 7. tbe Surety of this better covenant : And , when

Chriſt and we are engaged in one bond , there is ground

for us to expect that ſomething will be got done ; cho'che

principal debtor be not much worth , yet the Cautioner is

worthy and infinitely reſponſible. 6ibly, Conſider, that

there are already many, who have pafled thorow the

troubleſom fea of this world , and have been marvelouf

ly
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lyhelped ; and 'cis but a little , and allyou honeft engagers

to the Lordwill be thorow the ſame fea, and tairly ſet on

land ; your warfare ere long will be at an end, the prize

will be got without any more fighring: What is your

fighting, ſighing and walking heavily ,clothed, as it were,

in mourning for a little time ? Ir is but for a few years,

and it may be to ſome of you not ſo long ; and, within a

little ſpace, the day of refresbingfrom tbe preſence of the

Lord will come ; a relieving of youfrom your poit, a loof .

ing of youfrom your bonds, a final diſcharge from your

Warfare will come; and a new ſong will be put in your

mouths, and palms in your bands. ( but faithful dealing

with God in the covenant will have a heartſom ouigare !

When ye ſhall come aſhore, all teans fball be wipedfrom

youreyes, and ſorrow and fighing fall flee away , and ye

fhall meet with that word, O warm word ! Come, ye faith

ful fervants, enter into the joy of your Lord, Ye willnot al

ways fight and wreftle, neither will ye bealways tempted

and troubled ; reft and repofe is a-coming, 'cis even at hand :

Then one ray of his countenance will be infinitely more

heartſom , refreſhing and fatisfying, than all theſe things

that ye’arenow called toabandon and part with, can pol

fibly amount to ; Chrift's first welcome to his Father's

houfe will eternally baniſh the remembrance of all the

fad thingschat ye meet with in this world .

The fourth and laft obfervation is, That the great mean

of ſecuring a covenanter, and making him ftedfaft, is, faitle

exerciſed on God, or adbering to him by faitb, by vertueof tbis

covenant. It is not, to lay weight on, or truſt to our own

ſtrength ; but, ſeeing God hath made a promiſe of through

bearing, to undertake the duties that we arecalled toin

his ftrength, truſting to his faithfulneſs, and to his fur

nihing of us, according to the covenant : As, when poor

finners are fummoned to appear before God, and they have

no righteouſneſs of their own , they are to ſtep forward

truſting to Chriſt's righteouſneſs ; ſo when they are called

to dury , and they have no ſtrength of their own to enable

them to a ſuitable diſcharge thereof, they are to conſider

tbat God is faitful, who batb promiſed, andwho will alſo

do it. And indeed believers have found in their comfor

table experience, that, when they have adventured on dury

1
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with a believing look to God's covenanted ſtrength, they

have found it go ſweetly and ſurpriaugly well with chem:
Thus it is ſaid of thoſe worthies mentioned. Heb, 11. that

through faith they wrought righteouſneſs, as well as they

did all other things thereby. This alſo is it, which the

Lord inculcateth, John 15. Abide in me (faith he ) and ye

Jball bring forth much fruit : As the branch cannot bear fruit

of itſelf, except it ahide in the vine, no more can ye , except

ye abide in me ; for without me ye can do nothing : Where

ir is clear, shar it is not enough that we be in Chriſt , but

that we muſt abide in him , and hive continual dependence

on him for the influences of life and ſtrength derived from
him .

Ye then that would he faithful in God's covenant, and

wouldhave it perpetual never to be forgotten, muft efpecial

ly make uſe of this mean . Make conſcience of all orher

appointed means; Watch and pray, that ye enter not into

temptation : Bur fee thar ye neglect nor this mean ; which

if ye do, the watchman will watch in vain : And your

grip or hold will be anſicker, if yemake not uſe of him io

make it ſure, and to keep it fo. And therefore, 1. Miod

ferioufly and confancly what ye are , in and of yourſelves ;

evenfickle, feckleſs, weak , feeble and unconftant creatures,

por daring to undertake any thing in your own ſtrength.

2. Remember whay God is ; and that ye have a worrhy ,

able and refponfal Cautioner, 3. Remember that ye are

engaged in a covenant never to be forgotten : Forgerting is

the firſt riſe of unfaithfulneſs. 4. Remember the promiſes

that Godhath made for your through -bearing, and let faith

be exerciſed on them + Join with diligence andwatchful

nefs a fuitable exerciſe of faith . 5. Take a ſerious look,

every day when ye go to pray , of your reſolutions and en

gagements; renew them frequencly and ſeriouſly in his owu

Atrength, and be caſting the other knot ; and put the heart

diftinąly to fay, This was my bargain , and I will through

grace abideby it ; and thengoand pray over it, chat ye

may be madefaithful in your thus covenanting with God ,

that ye may be enabled to pay your vows, and make your

honeft reſolutions practicable ; levelling at this as your

ſcope and defign in all ducies : I have ſaid ſuch a thing,

and have not kept my word ; Lord, fargive it for Christ's
Cake :

il

bi

11

0

13

1.

of

ve



240 Through Chriſt's Blood alone,

1

th

ac

fr

fake : I am engaged in this, and that , and the other duty ;

Lord , help me to perform . And , for your furtherance

in humiliation and ſoft walking before God, look on all

your fius as aggravated by this unfaithful and treacherous

dealing in God's covenant ; and on all duries , as thoſe which

your covenant with God binds you ' to depend on him

for Arength to be communicated to you according to the

coverant, for going about them fuitably and acceptably :

And within a little while ye ſhall get a fair paſs to be gone ,

and a full diſcharge of all that yewere truſted with, accor

ding to the covenant. And the Lord help you to be faith

ful, ſo that it may be betwixt God and you in very deed

4 perpetual covenant that pall not be forgotten.
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A SERMON preached immediately be

fore the Conimunion,

On Mattb. 26. ver. 28 , 29 .

For this is my Blood of the new teſtament, which isfed for

many, for the remiſion of fins. But Iſay unto you , I will

not drink benceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that

day wben I drink it new with you inmy Father's Kingdom .

LTHO ' we had no more to do at our meeting to

gether in this place to day , but to read and hear

theſe fame wonderfulwords, it our hearts were in a

ſuitable frame, knowing and conſidering what we are about

and doing, we would be in a divine rapture and tranſpore

of admiration at his love, and kindled into a flame of holy

zeal for his glory, by them . what ſweet and happy

words are there from our dying Lord Jeſus Chrift his

mouch ! Eye bath not ſeen , ear hath not beard, neither batb

it entred into tbe- beart of man to conceive, what things the

Lord bath prepared for tbem that wait for him. And in

deed there is a ſum of them in theſe words, they being a

compend of the teſtament and legacy which our Lord hath

Jeft to his friends : O finners, be ofgood cheer, there are

good news and glad tidings of great joy here: Here is

the new covenantand all that is in it, andremiſſion of fins
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