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bour, O labour to have your appetites ſharpned, and your

longing defires quickned to tafte of this new wine : It will

be freih, ſtrong and ſweet there. And, ſeeing the Lord

allows you fuch confolation , take it, and take the facra

ment as a pledge of it : And think with thyſelf, o be

liever in Chrilt, What ! Thall I , finful and unworthy I,

ere long fit with Chriſt at his table in glory ? and is this

a lign and repreſentation of is under a vail ? What manner

of perſon ought I to be in all boly converſation and godlineſs ?

Ought I not to love him much, and to continue with bim

in all kis tentations ? The kingdom will ſuperabundantly

make up all ; The very
for it draught of this new wine will

makelighingand ſorrow for ever to fleeaway, Let your

fouls becomforted in whatye have, and in the expe & a

tion of what is coming : There are great things coming ;

ye have a rich and liberal, a free and frank Beſtower, and

notally good ſecurity. Come therefore all of you to the

due uie-making of the covenant, andof the facramene in

reference to this end : And the Lord himſelf, that calls

you , enable you to come aright, that itmay be a cloſed,

ſealed , and confirmed bargain betwixt him and you this

day, that ye may have ground to ſay , This is the day which

the Lord batb made, we will be glad and rejoice in it.

testerte troffent

A Thankſgiving Sermon after the Communion, the ,

laſt that ever che Author preached on ſuch an Oc

cafion , at Glaſgow ,

On Matth . 26. ver. 29.

But I ſay unto you , I will not drink benceforth of this fruit

of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you

in my Father's kingdom .

SERMON II.

O
UR bluffed Lord Jeſus is now near taking leave of

his apoftles, and preparing them for the ſtorm

they were to meet with : And, for the conſolacion

of them and of all his followers to the end of the world,

he io ficuteth this ordinance of the communion, to be his

/
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Jove-token in his abſence; that all his people might be

confident of his reſpect to them , as well as to thoſe then

preſent; and thatallof them mighttherebybeput and
kept in the remembrance of him till his coming again.

He hath given them a maffy and marrowy ſum of the

goſpel in the words immediarely preceeding ; This cup
( faith he ) is my blood of the new teftament ped for the remiſ

fion of the fins of many : To which he ſubjoins, partly for

warning, partly for confolation, theſe now read , But I ſay

uinto you, Iwillnot drink benceforth of the fruit of the vine,til!

I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom ; as if hehad

ſaid , Tho' now we be fitting here at the communion - table

heartſomly together, I tell you, that I and ye will have no

mo communions here on earth : The particle but is to give

them a watch -word ; and yet, according to his bleſſedman

ner and wont , he hath the beſt word hindmoſt, and tellsthem

glad newson the back of it : For they might'ſay , Wo's

us, ſweet Maſter, will wenever meet again ar a commu

nion ? Think not fo, faith he ;: we ſhall yet meet again,
and have a ſweet communion in heaven . This then is a

very heartſom diſmiſs : Tho' he ſends them away, ad
verrifing them of a form coming, and tho' they knew not

well what was before them ; yet he heartens and encou

rages them with a promiſe, that they ſhall have this wine

new , or the ' thing ſignified by it, with a far other relish ,

in glory; and that then he and they ſhould have good

days of it. I ſhall ſay no more to the expofition , fcope,
or diviſion of the words : Take this one doetrine from

them , and then a few things on the connexion , for uſe.

The great doétrine then implied is this, That believers

will havea ſweet communion in Chrif's Father's kingdom in

beaven . This is exprefly in the text, and confirmed by

other ſcriptures, as namely, Luke 22. 29. Ye Are they that

have continued with me in my temptations, and I appoint un.

to you a kingdom , as my Fatber bath appointed unto me ;

That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom ,

This is that communion , even a partaking of Chriſt's glo

ry in his Father's kingdom , and with him in it ; and, John

17. 22. The glory -which thou gaveft me, I have given them :

And , v. 24. Fatber, I will, that they wkom thou baſ given

te may be with me, to bebold my glory wbicb tbou baft given

h!
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me : Which words ſet forth , not only the certainty of

the thing, a glorious place and day, and the excellency

of the feaſt, but alſo a ſort of peremptorineſs in reference

thereto ; Fatber, I will, faith he. When he prayed that

the cup might depart from him, he does it conditionally

and with ſubmiſlion ; but, when he prays for communion

in glory to him and his followers, there is no ſubmiſſion

(toſpeak ſo ) becauſe it was according to the covenant of

redemprion, and therefore he is abſolure and holily pe

remptory in it ; and the Fatber bears bim always: So in

the epiftles written to the ſeven Churches of Afia, Rev. 2.

3..it is promiſed by our Lord, to him that overcometh,

that he will give bim tbe bidden manna, tbe wbite ftone, and

new name, to fit with him on bis throne : Let all believers

on earth be gathered together , they cannot tell what this

is, what a manna, what a communion this will be ; it quite

tranſcends all experience, all expreſſion and conception :

Only in the text iç is called , ' 1. Wine, which is a very

cordial thing ; it is meat indeed, and drink indeed. 2. It

is called new wine ; we taſte of it here, but iç is new and

hath another reliſh there. 3. It is in a ſweet place, not

in any earthly houſe or upper- chamber, not in a material

temple made with hands, but in Chrift'sFather's kingdom,

that new Jeruſalem , that tabernacle of God, where God

dwelleth with angels and glorified ſaints ; the city paved

with pure gold; the gates whereof are pearl; the foundations

of the wall wbereof are garniſbed withall manner of precious

Aones ; which barb no fun, but the glory of God and of the

Lamb' is the light thereof. o believers, who have Tome

of you but cote- houſes , ſmoky holes here, ye ſhall have

manfions of glory there, admirably good accommodation :

It is with excellent and none-ſuch company, even with

Chrift ; tor he ſays, that he will drink this wine new with

us in his Father's kingdom . It is a great matter to get

leave to fit down with Abraham , laac and Jacob, David,

and the prophets Elijah, Iſaiab , Jeremiab, Ezekiel, Daniel,

and the reft of them, with foon the Baptift, with Paul,

Jobn , Peter, and the other apoftles, and with the whole

congregation of the firſt born ; but it is more , to drink the

new wine with Chritt himſelf, in heaven , who is (to ſay

fo) the very HEART of heaven. This communion hashr

in
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in it theſe five notable qualifications. 1. It is immediate :

All our communion here is mediate , ordinances and mi

nifters interveen and come berwixt us and him , and there

is need of faith in order to it ; bur , in that communion a

bove, there is no intermediate mean, there we ſhall ſee bis

face , as it is ſaid , Rev. 22. 3. there is no temple , no mini

fters, no preaching, no light of candle or fun there , but

the Lamb and the Lord God, who enlightens it ; the ta

bernacle of ordinances will then be taken down, every

thing which is in part will be done away, when thar which

is perfe &t is come; the Lord ball feed, and the Lamb pall

lead us by tbefe living waters,

2. There is in ir a lharing of the ſame glory with the

Mediator; he and we Ihall drink of one cup, fic at one

table , and fit on one throne, Rev. 3. 21. We ſhall partake

of Chriſt's glory : I will ( faith be , fobn 17. 24.) that they

bebold my glory ; therewe get eminently thenew name, and

the name of the city of Chriſt's God, Rev. 3. there bis name

will be in our forebeads, Rev. 22. 4. and our vile bodies will

be made comformable to Chrift's glorious body, Philip. 3. 21 .

Our ſpirits will be made pure as he is pure ; when we

fhall be raiſed in incorruption, we ſhall bear the image of

the heavenly Adam , and our bodies ſhall be made ſpiritu

al . It cannot be told what this will be, to be made par

takers of Chriſt's glory, when the fulneſs of the Godhead

ſhall be communicated to us objectively, and when God

ſhall be All in all. 3. It is a communion fatisfying com

pleatly ; if Chriſt's communion be full, ours ſhall be full:

In this communiondoneſhall complain of delertion, none

Thall delire more of the Spirit, or more conſolation ; for it

Thall be full : Then ſhall we ſatisfyingly know the love of

Cbrift that paſſeth knowledge, and be filled with all the fulneſs

of God. This.water of life willſatisfy to the full the grea

teft chirft of ſuch as long for Chrift ; there ſhall not be

( to ſpeak ſo ) an empty corner in the moſt capacious ſoul.

Thoupoor hungry and thirſty, emply and indigent belie

ving foul ſhalt then be full, and kept full (according to

creature- capacity) to the very brim ; and thy heart, that

is now narrowand Atraitned , ſhall be widened and enlarged

then, to take in this ſweet and ſatisfying wine; there hall

not be onc veſſel in glory, but it shall be filled brimtu

V!
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with the new wine of chete ſtrong confolations of God, be

ing dilated , capacitated, elevated and enlarged for that

very end . 4. This communion is uninterrupted ; there ſhall

be nothing to mar it, no croſs, no fin, no temptation to fin :

For no unclean thing enters within the gares of the new

Jeruſalem ; no curſe, no cry in choſe ſtreets, no weeping,

no forrow , no fighing for any thing patt , nor horror nok

fear from the apprehenſion of any evil coming, nor any '

the leaft mif -tuning of the Lamb's fong of praiſe ; the

heart fall ( to ſpeak fo ) be ſo ſtringed and bended, as ir

Thall never again flack in irs bent, but be ftill kept ar irs

higheſt note ; our harps ſhall never hang any more on the

willows, butwe ſhall keep them ſtill in our hand, chapring

the praiſes of the Redeemer to that new heavenly tune ne

ver heard on earth , with palms of victory in our hands,

and crowns of glory on our heads, following the Lamb

whitherſoever he goes. 5. It is an eternal communion :

We ſhall drink for ever with him , and be abundantlyſatis

fied with the farneſs of his houſe, and made holily drunk

with the river of his pleaſure, with whom is the fountain of

life, and in whoſe light we ßall eternally ſee light; whole

well of life is always running, in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of

joys, and at bis right band pleaſures for evermore . Tho'

through all eternity thouſands and millions will be drinking

of this new wine, yet it ſhall never be the leſs, but is and

Thall be fill freſh and flowing.

Now , for application ; Let me ask you , Do ye believe

this , that there is ſuch a day coming, and that theſe are the

true and faithful ſayings of God ? O if ye all that hear me

this day did indeed believe ir ! The belief of ir , fure , is

very ſuitable, and would make a very ſweet life ; ye will

never be holy, ye will never aright fear nor love God, ye

will never hate ûn, nor be heartlom in his ſervice, neither

will ye be truly thankful, till ye really believe it. I am

afraid, if atheiſts, earthly wretches, drunkards, tipplers,

Curfers, ſwearers, hypocrites, Soc. were fingled out and ſe

parared from among us, they would be found to be but a

ſmall number who believe this: Do ye or can ye believe

it, that have your portion in this life, and ſeek no more?
Nay, believers, if ye indeed believe it, why are you fo

heartleſs ? why envy ye the poor profperity of the men of
the



is with Chriſt in Heaven . 271

3

the world ? why doye not preſs after this mark and prize ?
If ye believed it ſuitably, your hearts would laugh within

you, your ſpirits would rejoice, your faces would ſomeway

Thine ; and what is ſpokenof this day, would have a divine

ſplendor and luſtre in your eyes: If you believe it , why

is it not your work and bufineſs to live fo,as ye.may hope

to drink of this cup of this new wine with Chriſt in heaven ?

Tho'
ye ſhould drink water all your days, this wine will

abundantly compenſe that ; tho'now the bread of ſome of

you be buc brown, this feaſt of cruly royal dainties is be

fore you ; our Chriſtian friends, that are gone, are feeding

ſweetly on ir. Long, o believers, to be with them ; and

take it not ill , tho' ye be here fomewhat ftraitned and kept

ſcarce, and have but a little porrion , a ſmall pittance and

ſcant meaſure of the things of this world , when others

fare well and ſumpruouſly, live high , are gorgeouſly ap

parelled : Your feaſt and royal robes are before you. The

rich and great 'men of this world, whoſe portion is in this

life, care liccle for poor bodies that ſeek God : Care ye as

little for their portion as they care for yours; they ſhall

‘nor, a littlehence,get a drink, nay, nor a drop ofcold
water, when

ye Tall drink this new wine, thisroyal wine

in abundance: Chrif's ſervants pulleat, when they ſball be

Jungry ; his ſervants shall drink , when they shallbetwirfly ;

they ball fing for joy of beart , when the others fall mourn

and bowlfor vexation of spirit ; as it is, Ifa. 65 13. O feek

after clearners of intereſt in him , that ye may throughly

believe , love, and long for this life. This heartſom com .

munion wich Chriſt in heaven is relerved for them that keep

communion with him here on earth , and to them it is hero

promiſed : I will not ſay, that none can get heaven, but

thoſe who get the facrament; but this I dare boidly fay,

that thoſe who have not communion with Chrift here, mali

never get communion with him hereafcer ; and whoever

communicate honeftly here, thall have communion with

Chriſt in glory. Be ye comforted who believe in Chriſt,

who covenant honeftly with him , and who bope in bis mercy ;

for he and ye together shall have a compleatly full, imme

diate, uninterrupted and eternal communion in heaven , that

thall never end . Need ye to be confirmed in the truth of

this ? his word may ſerve you, and ye have the facramerit
befide :
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every one of

be

bclide: He haih left his word to hearten poor believers un

der all their inward and outward troubles, under their fpi

ritual maladies and bodily ſickneſſes and infirmities, and to
affure them for their comfort that there is a good life coming,

and he hath given the facrament as a pledge of it: Will ye

then confider ſeriouſly , whether this word belong to you,

and if ye may with his allowance hearten yourſelves from it,

that there is a day coming that ye ſhall get communion with
Chriſt in heaven. He doth not mean, that all that get the

facrament, get this communion ; for Judas, who norim
probably got the facrament, is excluded . Would ye know

ihen , who have been honeſt communicants to-day, that

may expect this heavenly communion ? And methinks,

that you , that hath any ſerious concern for

your ſouls, will be rouzed here, and greedily longing for

marks and evidencesofthat.' But, if any of you would be

at evidences to make youſecure, I declare I have none ſuch

to give you : But I ſhall hint at two or three, whichmay

as directions in duty to youwho mind honeſtly : The forft

whereof is, ' Luke 22. 29. Ye are they that have continued

with meinmy temptation, and I appoint unto you a kingdom .

Here it is clear ,that theſe two go together, viz. continuing

with Chriſt in his temptations, and coming to his kingdom .

In a word, it is not to be religious for the faſhion, but in

carneft ; it is not to be religiousfora day or two, or in ſome

trials only , but to continue in it, and with him in his temp

tations, whatever they be ; not only to be religious when

religion is countenanced, but when it is diſcountenanced,

and perſecution is met with for irs ſake, and when there

are many ſnares and temptations to draw you away ; 'cis a

ſtedfaſt abiding with Chriſt in trying times, ſummer and

winter, fo to lay : If a blaſt of trial and temptation come,

and ye grow giddy and wavering in the truth , or if a ſpirit

of profanity come (and look for it, and lay your account

with it ) and ye be ready to laugh and give in your taunt,

gybe, and mock with the profane, againſt the power of

godlineſs and the godly ; away with your religion , it is not
a continuing with Chrift in his temptations . This mark

purs you to work ( and ſuch marks are ſafeft ) To bim that

Dercometh, is a word often repeated, Rev. 2. 3. and ſer al

ways before you the promiſe of glory and communion with

Chrift



is with Chriſt in Heaven. 273

1

Chrift in heaven ; on ſuch, and on ſuch only, will Chrift

write bis new name, and ſet them on bis throne. A ſecond

mark is, Ye thar do indeed keep communion with Chrift

here, and war againft your lutts, without any allowed peace ,

trúce or ceſſation of arms, till ye get them brough down,

routed and ruined by an entire victory, Thail partake of

this communion in glory : If ye do not deliberately give up

with Chriſt to keep company with idols, ye may have hope ;

but the unbelieving and fearful, that cannot endure to look

a luft nor a trial for Christ in the face, and who, it may be,

are juſt now wearying of ſuch a day and ſermon, andit is

even as a priſon tothem to be reftrained lo long from world

ly buſinels and pleaſures, are utterly excluded from all

hope, while they remain ſuch. Serious ſouls will , belike ,

here ſay, 'We are fighting, but we come not ſpeed . I am

fwer, Ler not that diſcourage you, if there be no hope to

come ſpeed in end ; continue in the fight, and you ſhall

come ſpeed : Chriſtis thy Caprain , anda Captain of ſalvati .

on, at whoſe back none fell ſo as not to ariſe. A tbird mark

is, Jobn 17. 6 , 7 , 8. where Chriſt is praying for the dif

ciples, that they may be admitted to thiscommunion; and
ſaith he, I gave tbem the words wbich thou gaveft me, and

& they bavereceived them . The believer receivesChriſt's words

and keeps them , and makes exception againſt none ofthem ;

when he takes one word, he cafts' not at another ; he cakes

not one piece of thecovenant of grace, and rejects another į

but univerſally he approves and accepts of all Chriſt's words,

and more particularly ,and in a ſpecial manner, of thecom

mand of believing. Thus fpeaks the Pfalmift, Paal 119.

128. I efteem all rby commandments concerning all things to

be right : So laith Chriſt ofthe diſciples, I bave given them

thy words, and ebey have received them ; and particularly (as

if he had ſaid ) I propoſed a ſpecial fuit to them, that they

would be friends with thee, and be reconciled to thee

through faith in me; and they received that word : Tbare

fore glorify tbem . Ye may poſſibly think chefe murks dif-,

ficult; but, would you have a religion that will put you ro

no pains ? Soch marks are high and hard indeed to Acth and

blood, and to your lufts; but, what lofs is in mortifying

theſe ? Is it any prejudice to you to receive Chriſt's words,
ane

1
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and to keep them, and to follow him in his temptations,

when an hundred - fold more than ye can loſe is to be gotten

by ſo doing ? And therefore we declare to you from the

word of the Lord , if ye reſolve not to live as having on you

the wedding garmeni, we cannot ſay that ye ſhall eat and
drink with Chriſt at his rable in his kingdom .

In the next place , According to the method propoſed, ye

I would conſider the connexion, and how this purpoſe comes

in ; even thus, as if the Lord had ſaid , Ye have now an

excellent communion-day ; but ye andI will have no more

together in this world : Whence obſerve , Ibat the beft

communion -day that God's people bave bere, bath a BUT

in it, or ſomething that makes it appear defe& tive; only in

that communion in heaven there is no but, no defect : And

it implies , 1. His ſaying to them, Ye have now been at

the communion, but ere long ye ſhall meet with temptation

and trouble ; and as he ſaid , fo within a very little it came

to paſs. So may I fay, We are here now, but do we know

howſoon a temptation mayaſſault and prevail ? The temp

ter is waiting on, and hath, it is like, given in his peti

rion fora permiſſion to effay ſuch and ſuch a perſon, by

ſome ſuitable temptation , ere to -morrow ; and he offers, ic

may be, to make his hypocriſy to be diſcovered : And ic

will be a fad matter, if any of you ſtumble and be over

taken with the temptation . 2. It looks to the ſcattering that

was coming : We will not (as if he had ſaid ) be all toge

ther at the communion again ; for it is written, I will

fmite the Shepherd, and the peep shall be ſcattered. It is more

than probable that we ſhall not all drink and eat at one table

again : Are there not ſome both miniſters and people dead

and gone fince the laſt communion ? And ye may want

ſome of both , ere ye ger another ; and may there notſome

ſad diviſion, trouble or confuſion ariſe, " to the offending of

fome, and laying of them aſide ? Nay, ſome may be offen

ded at theſe fame ordinances ; Satan hath many ways to break

in upon us : Nay, let me tell you, that a cloud of perfe

cution may come and cover us, that we ſhall not dare co

come, or may ſcruple to come to ſuch an ordinance, tho

we be now dawredand ( as it were) dandled on his knee.

3 .
Ic

maylook to their being deprived of Chriſt's company

and bodily preſence. And who knoweth, but there may
be

E
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be a cloud of defertion on ordinances, and a vailing of

Chriſt's preſence? I forewarn you, that it is to be feared ;

.which ſays, we ſhould keep him well while we have him ,

and not firhim up tillbe pleaſe, as theBride's frequent de

fire, and reſolucion is in the Song. 4. It may look to dearh

that is coming, and will put an end to all communions here ;

after which there will be no more communions on earth,

And indeed it is tuitable that ye were now bethinking your

ſelves, What if we never get another ? Ought we noc

then to feed well on this ? It any thing have beeh amiſs

or wanting, labour to get it made up. O believers in

Chriſt, take home a fealed covenant with you , and read it

over and over again : If any defect hath been on your

part, write it yet in ; for, if any blank be, it is certainly on

our ſide, and not on Chriſt's : And indeed, 'risGod's great

mercy , that a ſeal of his covenantmay be uſefula long time

after it is gorten ; flighted baptiſms and abuſed communi

ons maybeyet uſeful,if wecould make the right uſe of them :

And Ido nor queſtion but this communion did the diſciples,

more good after Chriſt was gone from them , than it did now

when he was with them at table. 5. It may look to eternity .

Now we are living men and women on earth , but within a

Jittle we willbe gone, and our places will know us no more ;

very probably, within twenty, thirty, forty or fifty years,

we ſhall be either drinking of this new wine in heaven above,

or of thar cup of the unmixed wine of the wrath of God,

having no reft day nor night. O profane atheiſt , unbelie

ver, hollow -hearted hypocrite, and flighter of Chriſt all

thy days, what a bitter draught will thar be, when God

Shall-pur into thy hand the cup of his indignation, which

Thall be for ever poured out unto thee, and ſhallnever como

from thy head ? O drunkard, cippler, and belly -god, be

think thyſelf how that draughtwillgo down with thee: The

Lord with bis one foot on earth and the other on the ſea, with

an uplifted band to beaven, bath ſworn, that, within a little ,

time fall be no more, Ye that are young people may, if

ye will, follow the light of your eyes and the way of your

own hearts, and may take your pleaſure in the daysof your

youth ; but know and remember that God will bring you to
judgment : Your time is wearing away , and ye will wear

away. ; 'cis but a little, and ye will hear no mo preachings,
$ 2
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and get no mo warnings. O cake them in time, if ye be

wiſe ; and che Lord perſwade you to co do.

Inthethird place,The ſcope ofthe advertiſement and con

Tolarion is obſervable. When he was giving them the cup,

and cold them, that 'tis the cup of the new teftament in bis

blood ; he ſubjoins, But Iſay unto you, I will not drink bence

fortb, & c . This he doth, Fir , Becaule he would ſend

them away , advertiſed and aflured ;" thar there is a fartber

ben (to ſpeak fo) a more inward room in religion, than the

moft lively and comfortableordinancebere on eartb dotb afford ;

a higherand more intenſe ſpiritual pra & ice, than any oue
ward

part of religion : He would have them to go away

thinking with themſelves, that all is nor done thatmay be

done ; that all is not win ar, which may be had ; that they

are not yet holy enough, nor happy enough. O place not,

for Christ's fake, place not your religion here, I was at the

facrament, or I got my communion : Wo to that empty
ſound, and to them who lean all their weight on it ; ye may

come and abide here for a time, and goaway leaving the

marrow of the matter behind you : All is not yet done.

A ſecond reaſon is , Becauſe be would bave them parting and

going from the communion with fome thoughts of dearl, of

ibeir approacbing change and polling out of time, and of eter

mity quickly marcbing upon them . And indeed it were good

going from the communion , and from every other ordi

nance, with ſuch thoughts as theſe, Death is faft coming on

me, and I will be ſoon gone (faith our Lord on the mat

ter to the diſciples) and ye will ere long follow me, and it

is not theſe ordinances that willbe your life in eternity. It

were good thatwe came to the Lord's cable, to preaching

and prayer, and went away as dying men and women :

This would lay much of our pride, deaden us to theworld,

and make us endeavour to hold a looſe grip of all things in

it, andwould keep us under the kindly ſenſe of the change

ablenels, uncertainry and ſhort continuance of them all ;

and might be of more uſe and worth to us, than twenty

thankſgiving -fermons: Labour then to go from every or

dinance, as if ye were not to enjoy another. A tbird rea

ſon may be, That our Lord would lead in bis followers to look

after ſome famp of heaven, and of the glorious communion

that is a coming,on their fpirits ; and would bave them going

from
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from tbe ordinances with ſucb iboughts. Alas ! we have very

few ſuch thoughts ; our converſation is very little or nor ac

all in heaven. Believers, think, and think often , that theſe

rags will be rene off us, and we ſhall be ſér down on the

throne with Chrift in that raiment of needle -work. It is a

good coken, when a perſon goes froma communion, from

preaching and prayer , moredivine and heavenly, making

every ordinance the ſtep of a ftair (as it were) to aſcend

upward, having a high efteem of heaven , and a heart ho

lily eager and benton it, content, 'nay deſirous to begone,

whenever he ſhall ſee it meet ; and, till then , putting on

and keeping on the whole armour ofGod, making for one

affault of temptation after another ; heavenly in his whole

walk , in his actions, words and thoughts. As ye would

· not, I believers, interrupt your communion with God in

Chrift, ftudy to be heavenly in your converſation ; for faith

the apoſtle, Pbilip. 3. 20. Our conuerfation is in beaven , from

wbence we look for the Saviour. Lay alide (as if he had ſaid )
your earthly-mindedneſs, away with thar ; and be heaven

ly in your converſation, for our converſation is fuch ; and

believers are deſcribed to be ſuch as love Cbrif's appearing.

A fourtb reaſon may be, Tbat our Lord would bearten and

comforf bis diſciples, and ſend tbem away refreped ; yea , it is to

root out their unbeliet, and to arm them againſt approaching

trials. So then, 1. Our Lord Jeſus allowsbelievers to go from

the communion, and proportionally from every ordinance rightly

come to, cbeerful and comforted : And therefore he leaves

them with this word, telling them thar they will have hard

and ſad days ; but withal bids them cheer tbemſelves in

the aſſured expectation of a day coming, when he and

they ſhall drink the new winein heaven. Our Lord would

have believers humble, thinking on deach , and making

ready for it daily ; yet he would not have them tortured

with the thoughts of it, but cheerful, as having his joy for

their ſtrength ; cho' he wouldnot have their joy carnal; buc

heavenly . And it is the coken of a right communicant,

and of a good hearer of the word, when a perſon goes away

from it more ſpiritually cheered and more heavenly -mint

ded . 2. There is notbing that can be more heartfom , cbeering

and refreſbing to the believer, than the lively bope of commu

mion, and of a feat on the throne, in beaven witb Cbrift ;

apd
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and it is the mark and cbaracter of a believer, to bave no

lower deſign. Alas for the ſenſlels way of hearing the word ,

and of communicating, cuftomary to many, who haveno

other nor higher deſign than to partake of the ourward or

dinance! 'Tis a heartlom thing to gofrom the cableof the

Lordwith this ſweet and heavenly meditation, Chriſt and

I will meer again erę long at a table in heaven . 3. Tbe

thoughts of beaven and tbehope thereofmay well ſufiain a

believer, were ibere never so many BUTS and wants in

tbeir preſent condition bere. We will not be long together,

faith he, there will be a ſcattering ; but thismay keep you

from weeping and mourning, as thoſe who have no hope,

that the day cometh when we ſhall meet again, and never

part alunder. It is really a wonder, that we have ſo few

ferious and folacing thoughts of coming to beaven : There

are none who look for a rich loading coming home byſea,

but they will comfort themſelves in the expectation of it ;

why do we not then comfort ourſelves in the thoughts

of heaven, fince we profeſs to have a hope of being there ?

even becauſe we are carnaland earthly And it ſays, that

we either think heaven little worth , or that it is an inſuffi

cient and unvalid right that is to be had to it, of that we

do not really believe it . All the filver and gold in the

world comforts not a poor body, becauſe he hath no hope

to comeby it ; fo there are not a few hearers of the goſpel,

who hear much of heaven, and of the hope of ir, thatne

ver refreſheth them . A fifth reaſon may be , To waken up

longing defres, and toſharpen and put an edge upon an appetite,

in bis followers, after beaven , andto reach them not to place

their happineſs on any thing on this fi de beaven ; otherwise he

ould never have put their farisfaction to a term ſo far off :

But he overleaps (to ſpeak to , with reverence ) all the brave

days that they had and were to have here, and gives them

this for their full farisfaction, that the day is a -coming when

he will drink the wine new with them in bis Fatber's kingdom ;

and would have them , in their flight, never reſting nor fit

ring down, till they be there ; for he ſends them away

baungering for that communnion -rable. And we would yet

again exhort and beſeech you to ſtudy to be in caſe to go

from thecommunion, and from every ſermon, having ſome

ferious thoughts of heaven, and longings for it ; believing
that

1
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that the day, the joyful day iscoming, when Chrift and ye

will meet, and never ſhed or ſeparateagain ; when ye pall

be with him where be is, and be ſet with him at bis table, and

on bis tbrone, never to riſe off it anymoreagain : Bleffed be

God , that that deſirable day is coming. Believers in Chrift,

cheer yourſelves in the hope of it . If there be any of you

(as, alas ! I fear there be verymany) that reliſh not this

bleſſed. change , there is a fad and ſorrowful change before

you . O be buſy, very buſy to have your intereſt in Chrift,

and the hope of heaven well ſecured , by union and com

munion with him here ; that ſo ye may have the well-groun

ded hope of heaven, and may frequently draw comfort

from it : And, O thatwe could funder fo ! The little inch

and moment of time , that we have, will ſoon and very

quickly wear away,and be at an end : Go then, my dear

friends, with this well- fixed refolution, that ye muſt needs,

in God's own way , have heaven, and be eternally happy

in the ſoul- fatisfying and raviſhing enjoyment of that ful

left and ſweeteſt, never to be interrupted communion, that

will be chere : And thank God and Chrift the Mediator for

the leaſt meaſure of the well-grounded hope of it ; and

make it your buſineſs to have your converſation ſuited to ,

and ſmelling ſtrong of that bleſſed hope.
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