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bour, O labour to have your-appctites fharpned, and your
longing defires quicknedyto taﬂcpf)f this ne;fn‘:ine : ltywill
be frefh, ftrong and fweet there, And, feeing the Lord
allows you fuch confolation, take ir, and take the facra~
' ment as a pledge of it: And think with thyfelf, O be-
diever in Chrift, What! fhall I, finful and unworthy I,
ere long fit with Chrift at his table in glory3 and is this
a fign aod reprefentation of it under a vail 2 #bat manner

perfon ought I 1o be in all-boly converfation and godlinefs?

ught I not to love him much, and #o continue with bins

in all bis tentations ? The kingdom will faperabundantly
make up all: The very firt draught of this new wine will
make fighing and forrow for ever to flec away. Let your
. fouls be comforted in what ye have, and in the expe&a-
tion of what is coming: There are great things coming;
ye have a rich and liberal, a free and frank Beftower, and
notably geod fecurity. Come therefore all of you to the
due ufe-making of rhe covenant, and of the facrament in
reference to thisend: And the Lord himfelf, that callg
you, etable you to come aright, that it may be a clofed,
fealed, and confirmed bargain betwixt him and you this
day, rthat ye may have ground to fay, This is the day which
‘#be Lord bath made, we will be glad apd rejoice in it.
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A ‘Thal*.kfgiw}ing Sermon after the Communion, the

.. laft thar ever the Author preached on fuch an Oc-
cafion, at Glafgow, s .

. : On Matth, 26. ver. 29. \
But I [ay unto you, I will not drink benceforth of this fruit
_tf the wine, until that day when I drink it new with you
rin my Fatber's kingdom, .

SERMON IL

O UR bl-fled Lord Jefus is now near taking leave of
‘his apoftles, and preparing them for the ftorm
‘ they were to meet with: And, for the confolation
ot them and of all his followers to the end of the world,
- he infticuteth this ordinance/of the communion, to blco his
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Jove-token in his abfence; that all his people might be
confident of his refpeét to them, as well as to thofe then

refent ; and that all of them might thereby be put and
ﬁcpt in the remembrance of him till his coming again,
He hath given them a mafly and marrowy fum of the
gofpel in the words immediarely preceeding ; This cup
(faith he) is my blood of the new teflament [bed for the remif~
fion of the fins of many:, To which he fubjoins, partly for
‘warning, partly for confolation, thefe now read, But [ fay
umto you, Lawill not drink benceforth of tbe fruit of the vine, till
I drink it new awith you in.my Fatber's kingdom ; asif he had
faid, Tho’ now we be fitting here at the commupion-table
heartfomly together, I tell you, that I and ye will have no
mo communions here on earth : The particle t«t is to give
_them a watch-word ; and yet, according to his blefled man«
ner and wont, he hath the beft word hindmoft, and tellsthem
glad news on the back of it; For they might fay, Wo's
"us, fweet Mafter, will we never meet again at.a commue
pion? Think not fo, faith he;: we fhall yet meert again,
and have a fweet communion in heaven, This then is a
very heartfom difmifs: Tho’ he fends them away,. ad-
vertifing them of a florm coming, and tho’ they knew not
well what was before them ; yet he heartens and ericou-
rages them with a’promife, that the fhall have this wine
new, or the ‘thing fignified by it, with a far other relifh,
in glory; and that then he and they fhould have good
days of it. I fhall fay no more to the expofition, fcope,
or divifion of the words: Take this one deffrire from
them, and then a few things en the connexion, for wfe.
¢ The great doflrine then implied is this, That belisvers
will bave a fweet commaunion in Chrifi's Fatber's kingdom in |
beaven. This is exprefly in" the text, and ¢onfirmed by’
other fcriptures, as namely, Luke 22, 29. Ye are they that
bave continued with me in my temptations, and I appoint um-
20 you & kingdom, as my Fatber batb appointed unto me 3
 That ye may eas_and drink at my table in my kingdom,
*T'his is that communion, even a-partaking of Chrift’s glos
. ry in his Father’s kingdom, and with him in it; and, Fobx
17. 22, The glwrdbicb thou gaveft me, I bawe given them o
And, v. 24. Fatber, I will, that they whom thow baft given
we may be with me, to bebold my glory which thou baft given
. - / : e
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268 - . Believers [aveeteft Communion. .
me: 'Which words fer forth, not only the certainty of
the thing, a glorious place and day, and the excellency
.of the feaft, bur alfo aforr of peremptoritiefs in reference
thertto ; Fatber, I will, faith he. Vehen he prayed that
the cup might depart from him, he does it conditionally
and with fubmiffion ; but, when he prays for communion
in glory to him aud his followers, therc is no fubmiffion
(to fpeak fo) becaufe it was according to the covenant of.
redemption, and therefore he is abfolute and holily pe-
remptory in it; and the Fatber bears bim always: So in
the cpiftles written to the feven Churches of 4fia, Rev. 2.
3..it is promifed by our Lord, to him that évercomerh
that he will give bim the bidden manna, the white flone, and
wew name, $o fit with bim on bis throme : Let all belicvers
on earth be gathered together, they cannor tell what thig
is, what a manna, what a communion this will be ; it quite

-trahfcends all experience, all expreflion and conception :

Only in the text it is called, ' 1. #ine, which isa ver
cordial thing ; it is meat indeed, and drink indeed. 2, It

“1is called mew wine; we tafte of it here, but it is new and

hath another relith there, 3. It is ina fweet place, not
in any earthly houfe or -upper-chambér, not in a material

_temple made with hands, but in Chrift’s Father’s kingdom

“that new erufalery, that tabernacle of God, where God

~dwelleth with angels and glorificd faints; tbe city paved

$0) the very HEART of heaven. This communion hath

with pure gold; the gates Wwherecf are pearl; the foundations

" of theé wall whereof are garnifbed with all manney of precious

fones ; which bath no fun, but the glory of God and of the
Lamb is the light thereof, O belicvérs, who have fome
of you but core-houfes, fmoky holes here, ye fhall have
manfions of glory there, admirably good accommodation ;
It is with excellent and nome-fuch company, even with
Chrift ; tor he fays, that be will drink this wine new with
ws in his Father’s kingdom. It isa great matter to get
Teave to fir down with Abratam, Ifaac and Facob, David,
and the prophets Llijab, Ifaiab, Feremiab, Ezekiel, Daniel,
and the reft of them, with Jobn the Baptif, with Paul, -
obn," Peter, and the other apcftles, and with the whale
congregation of the fivft born; but it is more, to drink the
new wine with Chrift - himfelf, in heaven, who is (to fay

in -
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- 45 with Cbn";ﬂ in Heaven. 269
in it thefe five notable qualifications. 1. It is immeédiate:
All our communion here is mediate, ordinances and mi=
nifters interveen and come betwixt us and him, and there
is need of faith in order to it; but, in that ¢ommunion a=
bove, there is no intermediate mean, there we fhall fee bis
face, as it is-(aid, Rev. 23. 3. there is no temple, no mini-
fiers, no preaching, no light of candle or fun there, but
the Lamb and the Lord God, who enlightens it; the ta~
bernacle of ordinances will then be taken down, every
thing which is in part will be done away, when that which
is perfed is come; the Lord Jball feed, anwd the Lamb pail
lead us by thefe living waters, . . -

. 2..There isin it a fharing of the fime glory with the
Mediator ; he and we fhall drink of one cup, fit at one
table, and fit on one throne, Rev. 3.21. We fhall partake
of Chrift’s glory: / will (faith he, Fobnm 17.24.) that they
bebold my glory ; there we get eminently the mew name, and
the mame of the city of Chrift’s God, \Rev. 3. there bis mame

. il 'be in our forebeads, Rev. 22. 4, and our vile bodies will

be made comformable to Chrift’s glovions body, Philip. 3. 21.
QOur fpirits will be made pure as he is pure ; when we
fhall be raifed in incorruption, we fhall bear the image of
the heavenly 4dam, and our bodies fhall be made fpiritu-
al. It cannot be told what this will be, to be made par-
takers of Chrift’s glory, when the fulnefs of the Godhead
fhall be communicated to us objettively, and when God
fhall be 4l in all. 3, Itisa communion fatisfying com=

leatly ; if Chrift’s communion be full, ours fhall be full:
rn this communion oone fhall complain of defertion, none
thall defire more of the Spirit, or more confolation; for it
thall be full: Then fhall we fatisfyingly know the Jove of
Cbrift that paffesh knowledge, and be filled with all the fulnefs
of God. This water of life will farisfy to the full the grea-

_ teft thirft of fuch as long for Chrift; there fhall notube

to fpeak o) an empty corner in the moft capacious foul.

hou poor hungry and thirfty, empty and indigent belie~ -
ving foul fhalt then be full, and kept full (according to’

creaturc-capacity) to the very brim ; and thy heart, that

is now narrow and ftraitned, fhall be widened and enlarged

then, to take in this fweer and faistying wine; there fhall

not be one veflel in glory, " but it fhall be filled btimf;:

. . . . . . . -~ . wi[



296  Believers [weeteft Communion
" with the new wine of thefc flrong confolations of God, be- -
ing dilated, eapacitated, elevared and enlarged for chat
very end. 4, This communion is uninterrupted ; there thall
be nothing to mar ir, no crofs, no fin, no temptation to fin 3
For no unclean thing enters within -the gates of the neey
Fermfalem; no curfe, no cry in thofe firécts, no weeping,
. no forrow, no fighing for any thing pat, nor hotror nor
fear from the apprehenfion of any evil coming, nor any’
the leaft mif-tuning of the Lamb’s fong of praife; the
heart fhall (to fpeak fo) be fo firinged and bended, as it
$hall never again flack in its bent, but be Rill kept at ‘its
higheft note ; our harps fhall never hang any more on the
. willows, but we fhall keep them fill in our hand, chaoting
the praifes of the Redeemer to that new hedvenly tune ne-
wer heard on earth, with palms of vi&ory in our hands,
and crowns of glory oo our heads, following the Lambp |
whitherfoever he goes. » 5. It 'is an eternal communion :
We thall drink for ever with him, and be abundantly faris«
~fied with the farndG of his houfe, and made holily drunk .
with the viver of bis pleafure, with whom is the fountain :{'
life, and in whofe light awe pall erernally fee light; who
well of life is always running, in whofe prefence is’ fulnefs of
jors, and at bis vight band pleafures for evermore. Tho'
through all eternity thoufands and millions will be drinkinﬁ
of this new wine, yet it fhall never be the lefs, but is an
thall be fill freth and flowing. : -

- Now, for aplication; Let me ask you, Do ye believe
this, that therc is fuch a day coming, and that thefe are the
true and faithful fayings of God-? O if ye all that hear me
vhis day did indeed believe it! The belicf of ir, fure, s
very fuitable, and would make a very fweet life; ye will
never be holy, ye will never aright fear nor love God, ye
will never hate fin, nor be heartfom in his fervice, neither
will ye be truly thankful, tll ye really believe it. I am
afraid, if atheifts, earthly wretches, drunkards, tipplers,
‘curfers, {wearers, hypocrites, &, were fingled out and fes
parated from among us, they would be found to be buta
fmall number who belicve this: 'Do ye or can ye believe
it,, that have your ,Portion in this life, and feek no more ¥
Nay, believers, if ye indeed believe it, why are you fo

heartlefs? why cnvy ye the poor profperity of the men of

the
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the world 2 why do ye not prefs aftet this mark and prize 2
If ye believed 1t fuitably, your hearts would laugh within
you, your fpirits would rejoice, your faces would fomeway
fhine; and what is fpoken of this day, would have a divine -
fplendor and luftre in your eyes: If you believe it, why
fsit not your work and bufinefs to live fo, as ye:may hope
1o drink of this cup of this new wine with Chrift in heaven ?

“Tho’ ye thould drink water all your days, this wine will
- ‘abundantly compenfe thar; tho’ now the bread of fome of

you be but brown, this feaft of truly royal dainties is be-
fore you; our Chriftian friends, that are gone, are fccding
fweetly onir, Long, O believers, to be with them; an

take it not ill, tho’ ye be here fomewhar ftraitned and kept
fearce, and have but a little portion, a fmall pittance and
fcant meafure of the things of this world, when others
fare well and fumptuoufly, live high, are gorgeoufly ap-
parelled : Your feaft and royal robés are before you. The
rich and great 'men of this world, whofe portion is in this
life, care little for poor bodies that feck'God : Care ye as
little for their portion as they care for yours; they fhall
not, a litrle hence, get a drink, nay, not a drop of cold
-water, when ye fhall drink this new wine, this royal wine
‘in abundance : Chrift’s fervants fhull eat, when they fball be

. “burgry ; his fervants fball dvink, awhen they fball be tkirfly ;

they fpall fing for joy of beart, awhen the others pall mourns
and bowl for vexation of [pivit;, asitis, Ifa. 65 13. O feck
‘after clearnefs of intereft in him, that ye may throughly
‘believe, love, and long for this life. This heartfom com-

-munion with Chrift in heaven is referved for themthar keep

‘communion with him here onearth, and to them it is here
promifed : I will not fay, that none can get heaven, but
‘thofe who get the facrament; but this I dare boldly fay,
that thofe who have not communign with Chrift here, fhall -
mever get communion with him hereafter; and whocver

- ‘communicate honeftly here, fhall have communion with

Chrift in"glory. Be ye comforted who believe in Chrift,

* who covenant honeftly with him, and who bope in bis mercy ;

or he and ye together fhall have a compleatly full, imme-
diate, uninterrupted and eternal communion in heaven, that
fhall' never end. Need ye to be confirmed in the truth of

“this 1 his Word ‘may ferve you, and ye have she facramertt

r ) befide :,
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betide :- He hath lefe his word to hearten poor believers une
der all their inward and outward troubles, under their fpi-
rirual maladies and bodily ficknefles and infirmitics, and to
affurc them for their comfort that there is a good life coming,
"and he hath given the facrament as a pledge of it: Will ye
then confider ferioufly, whether this word belong to you,
and if ye may with his allowance hearten yourfelves from it, *
that there isa day coming that ye fhall get communion with.
Chrift in heaven. He doth not mean, that allthat getthe
facrament, get this communion ; for Fwdas, who nor im=-
- probably gor the facrament, is excluded. Would ye know
then, who havé been honeft communicants to-day, that
may’ expeét this heavenly communion? And methinks,
that every one of you, that hath any ferious- concern for
your fouls, will be rouzed here, and greedily longing for
smarks and evidences of that.” But, if any of you would be
at evidences to make you fecure, I declare I have none fuch
to give you: But I fhall hint at zawo or three, which may be
as dircttions in duty to you who mind houeftly : The firft
whereof is, Luke 22. 29. Ye are tbey that bave continued
awith me in my temptation, and 1 appoint uxto you a kingdoms.
Here it isclear, that thefe tawo go together, viz. continuing
.with Chrift in his temptations, and coming to his kingdom.
In a word, it is not to be religious for the fathion, but'in
carneft; it isnotto be religiousfora day or two, or in fome
_trials only, but to continue in it, and with him in his temp-
Atations, whatever they be; not only to be religious when
religion is countenanced, but when it is difcountenanced,
and perfecution is met with for its fake, and when there
-are many fnares and temptations to draw you away ; “tis a
ftedfaft abiding with Chrift in trying rimes, fummer and
‘winter, fo tofay: If a blaft of trial and.temptation come,
‘and ye grow giddy and wavering in the rruth, or if a fpiric
of profanity come (and look forit, and lay your aécount
with it) and ye be ready to laugh and give in your taunt,
gybe, and mock with the. profane, againft the power of
godline(s and the godly; away with your religion, it is not
a continaing with Chrift in bis temptations. This mark
puts you to work (and fuch marks are fafeft) 7o bim that
svercometh, isa word often repeated, Rev. 2. 3. and feral-

‘ways before you the promife of glory and communion with
, : : Chrift

’ N
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Chrift in heaven ; on fucn, and on fuch only, will Chnft
wwrite bis mew name, and fet them om bis throme. A fecond
mirk is, Ye thar do indeed keep corarpunion with Chrift

|~ here, and war againft your lufts, withour any allowed peace,

truce or ceffation of arms, till ye get them broughs down,
routed and ruined by an carire viory, thail partake ot
this communion in glory : If ye do notdcliberateiy give up
with Chrift to keep company with idols, ye may have hope; -
but the snbelieving and fearful, that cannot endure to look
a luft nor a trial for Chrift 1 the face, and who, it may be,
are juft now wearyiug of fuch a day and fermon, and it is
evenas a prifon ro them to be reftrained fo long from world-
ly bufiné{s and pleafures, are utterly excluded from all
hope, while they remain fuch. Serious fouls will, beiike,
here fay, We arc fighting, but we come not fpeed. I ana
Jwer, Letnot that difcourage you, if there be no hope to
¢ome fpeedin end; continue in the fight, and you fhall
come fpeed : Chrift is thy Caprain, and a Captain of falvatia
on, at whofe back none fell {o as not to anife. A third mark
s, i%bn’ 17. 6,.7, 8. where Chrift is praying for the dif-
ciples, that they may be admitted to this communion; and
fatth he, 7 gave them the words which thou gaveff me, and
they baveveceived them. The believer receives Chrift's words:
and keeps them,'and makes exception againft none of them ; -
when hé¢ rakes one word, he cafts not at another ; he takes.
not one piece of the covenant of grace, and rejeéts another 3
But univerfally he-approves and accepts of all Chrift's words,
atid more particularly, and in a fpecial manner, of the com-
mand of believing. Thus fpeaks the Pfalmig, Pfal. 119.
128. Lofieém all thy commandments concerning all things to
be right ¢ So faith Chrift of the difciples, f bavs given thens
thy wovds, and they bave received them ; and particularly (as
if°he had faid) I'propofed a fpecial fuit to them, that they
would be friends wich thee, and be reconciled to thee
through faith in me; and they received that word ; There-
fore glorify them. Ye may poflibly think thefe marks dif-
*ficalr ; but, would you have a religion that will pu: you to
o pains? Snch marks are high and hard indecd to flcth and
blaod, and to' your lafts; but, what lofs is in mortifying

“thele ? Is it any prejudice tt" you to receive Chrift’s words, -

. ~ an
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and to keep them, and to foliow him in his (cmpmtm,
when an hundred-fold more than ye can lofe is to be gotten

by fo doing ? And therefore we declare to you from . the .

word of the Lord, if ye refolve not to live as having on you

-the wedding-garment, we cannot fay that ye fhall eat and
~drink with Chrift ar his rable in his kingdom.

In the next place, According to the method propofed, ye
would confider the connexion, and how this purpofe comes
in ; even thus, as if the Lord had faid, Ye¢ have now_an
excellent communion-day ; but ye and I will have no more
together in this ‘world : Whence obferve, Tbat the beft
communion-day- that God's people bave berey bath a BU T
in it, or fometbing that makes it appear defe&ive ; only in
that communion -1n heaven thereIs no but, nodefe@&: And
it implies, 1. His faying to them, Ye have now been at
thecommunion, but ere long ye fhall meet with temptation
and trouble ; and as he faid, fo within a very little it came
to pafs. So may I fay, Weare here now, butdo we know

how foon a temptation may affault and prevail ? The temp=

ter is waiting on, and hath, it is like, given in his peti-
tion for a permiffion to cffay fuch and fuch a perfon, by
fome-fuitable temptation, ere to-morrow; and he offers, it-
may be, to make his hypocrify to be difcovered : And it
will be+a fad matter, it any of you ftumble and be overe
taken with the temptation. 2. It looks to she feattering that
was coming : We will not (as if hehad faid) be all toge=
ther ar the comimunion again ; for it is awritten, I will
fmite the Shepberd, and the foeep (ball be fcattered. Itis more
than probable that we fhall not all drink and eat at one table
again: Are there not fome both minifters and people dead
and gone fince the laft communion ¥ And ye may wane
fome of both, ere ye gét another ; and may there not fome
fad divifion, trouble or confufion arife, “to the offending of
fome, and laying of them afide ¢ Nay, fome may be offen-
ded at thefe fame ordinances; Satan hath many waysto break
in upon us : Nay, let me tell you, that 4 cloud of perfe~
cution may come and cover us, that we fhall not dare to
come, or may fcruple to come to fuch an ordinance, tho,

_we be how dawted and (asit were) dandled on. his knee.

3. It may look to their being deprived of Chrift’s company

“and bodily prefefice. And who knoweth, but there mz

~
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. be a cloud of defertion on ordinances, and a vailing of
Chrift's prefence ? I forewarn you, that ir is to be feared ;
.which fays, we fhould keep him well while we have him,
and net fiir bim up till be pleafe, as the Bride's frequent de-
fire.and refolution is in the Simg. 4. It may look to death
that is coming, and will put an end fo all commanions here ;

after which there will be no more ccmmunions on-earth. -

And indeed it is fuirable that ye were now bethinking your-
felves, What if we never get another ? Ought- we not -
then to feed well on ' this ? It any thing have beeh amifs
or wanting, labour to get it made up. O believers in
Ec heme afealed covenant with you, and read it
-over and over again: If any defeé& hath been on your
part, write it yet in; for, if any blank be, it is cerrainly on
our fide, and not on Chrift’s : And indeed, “tis God's great
mercy, that a feal of his covenant may be ufeful along time
after it is gotten ; flighted baptifms and abufed communi-
ons may be yet ufeful,if we could make the rightufe of them :
And I do not queftion but this communion did the difciples

_ more good after Chrift was gone frony them, than it did now
- when hie was with them at rable. 5. It may ldok to eternity.

Now we are living men and women on carth, but withina
Jittle we will be gone, and our places will know us no more ;
very probably, within twenty, thirty, forty or fifty years,

" we fhall be citar drinking of this seew Wire in heaven above,

or of rhat cup of the unmixed wine of the wrath of God,

having no reft day nor night. O profane atheift, unbelic=

ver, hollow-hearted hypocrite, and flighter of Chrift all
thy days, what a bitter draught will thar be, when God
fhall-put into thy hand the cup of his indignation, which
thall E: for ever poured out unto thee, and thall never como

from thy head ? O drunkard, tipl‘pler, and belly-god, be~

think thyfelf how that draught will go down with thee : The
Lord with bis one foot on eartb and the otber on the fea, with
asn splifted band to beaven, bath fworn, that, witbin a little,
sime fpall be no move, Ye that are young people may, if
ye will, follow the fight of your eyes and the way of your
.own hearts, and rhay rake your pleafure in the days of your
outh ; but know and remember that God will bring you to
judgment ; Your rime is wcaring away, and ye will wear
away ; "tis but a little, and sye will hear no mo preaching:!,
' -3 Y ' and
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and get no mo warnings. 'O rake them in time, if ye be
“wife ; and the Lord perfwade you fo to do. o
In the third place, The fcope of the advertifementand con=
folation is obfervable. When he was giving them the cup,
and rold them, that *tis the cup of the mew teftament in bis.
biood; he fubjoins, Bus Ifay unto you, I will not drink bepce~
forth, &c. This he doth, Firff, Becaule he would fend
them away advertifed and aflured; that there is & fartber
- ben (to fpeak {0) g morve inevard room i veligion, than the
aoft lively and comfortable ordinance bere om earth doth afford ;
a hishcr and more intenfe fpiritual pralice, than any out-
ward part of religiori : He would have them to go away
thinking with themfelves, that all is not done that may be
donc ; thacall is not win ar, which may be had ; that they
are not yet holy enough, nor happy enqugh. O place not,
for Chnift’s fake, place not your religion here, I was at the
facrament, or I got my communion: Wo to that empty

found, and to them who lean all their. weight on it ; ye may

come and abide here for a time, and go away lcaving the
marrow of the matter behind you: All is not ' yet done.
A fecond reafon is, Becaufe be would bave them parsing and
goirg from the communion with fome thoughts of dsarb, of
#beir approaching change and paffing out of time, and of eter-
' mity quickly maycbing wpow them. And iudecd it were good
oing from the communion, and from every other ordie
nance, with fuch thoughts as thefe, Death.is faft comingon
me, and I will be foon gone (faith our Lord on the mat-
ter to the difciples) and ye ‘will ere long follow me, and it
is not thefe ordinances that will be your life in eternity. It
wore good that we came to the Lord’s table, to preaching
and prayer, and went away as dying men and women :
‘This would lay much of our pride, deaden us to the world,

and make us endeavour fo hold a loofe grip of all things in

it, and would keep us under the kindly feofe of the chau%c-
ablenets, uncertainty and fhort continuance of them all ;
and might be of more ufe and worth to us, than twenty
thankfgiving-fermons : Labour then to go from every or-
dinance, as if ye were not to enjoy/another.” A #hird rea-
fon may be, That our Lord szould lead in bis followers to look
after fome framp of beaven, and of the glwious comimmnion
that it aecoming, on their fpirits ; and would bave them going

. S S from
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from the ordinances with fuch thoughts. Alas! we have very
few fuch thoughrs ; our converlation is very little or nor at
all in heaven. Believers, think, and think often, that thefe

‘rags will be rent off us, and we fhall be fér down on the-

throne with Chnift in that raiment of meedle-work. It is a
good token, when a perfon goes from a communion, from
preaching and prayer, more divineand heavenly, mak;agﬁ
every ordinance the fep of a flair (asit were) to afc

upward, having a high eftcem of heaven, and a heart ho-
lily eager and bent on it, content, nay defirous to begone,
whenever he fhall fee it meer;- and, till then, putting on
,and keeping on the whole armour of God, making for one
affault of t¢mpration after another ; heavenly in his whole
walk, in his a&tions, words and thoughts. “As ye would

- not, O believers, interrupt your communion with God in

Chrift, ftudy to be heavenly in your converfation ; for faith
the apottle, Pbilip. 3. 20. Our converfation is in beaves, frons
awbence we look for the Saviour. L‘ay afide (asif he had faid)
qur earthly-mindednefs, away with that; and be heaven-
y in your converfation, for our converfarion is fuch; and
_believers are defcribed to be fuch as love Chriff's appearing.
A fourth reafon may be, Tbat our Lord would begrten and
comforf bis difciples, and fend them away refreped ; yea, itis ta
root out their unbelict, and to arm them againft approaching
trials. So then, 1. Osur Lord Fefus allows believers 10 go froms
she communion, and proportionally from every ordinance rigbtly
come to, cheerful and comforted: "And thercfore he leaves
them with this word, telling them that they will have hard
and fad days; but withal bids them cheer tbemfelves in
the affured expeétation of a day coming, when he and
they fhall drink the new wine in heaven. Our Lord would
have believers humble, thinking on death, and making
ready for it daily ; yet he would not have them cprtur,cg
with the thoughts of it, but cheerful, as having his joy for.
their firength; tho’ he would not have their joy carnal, but
heavenly: And it is the token of a right communicant,
and of a good hearer of the word, when 3 perfon goes away
from it more fpiritually cheered and more heavenly-minq
ded. ' 2. There is wothing that can be more beartfom, cheeving
and vefrefbing to the believer, than the lively bope of commu~
itw, and of & feat on the throne, ip beaven with Chrift ;.
: o ' . avd
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. 278 Belicvers fweeteft Communion i
and it is the mark and chhalter of a believer, to bave wo
lower defign. Alas for the fenflefs way of hearing the word,
and of communicating, cuftomary to many, wha haveno

- other nor higher defign than to partake of the outward or-
dinance! "Tis a heartfom thing to go from the gable of the
Lord with this fweet and heavenly meditation,; Chrift and
¥ will meer again ere long at a table in heaven. 3. Tke
thoughts of beaven and the bope thereof may well fuflain &
believer, were there never fo many BUTS and wants in
their prefemt condition bere.  We will not be long together,
faith he, there will be a fcatrering ; but this may keep you
from weeping and mourning, as thofe who have no hope,
that the day cometh wheo we fhall meet again, and never

rt gfunder. It is really a wonder, that we have fo few
fcarious and folacing thoughts of coming to heaven ; There
are none who look for a rich loading c.%ming home by fea,
but they will comfort themfelves in the espectation of it ;
why do we not then comfort ourfelves in the thoughts
of heaven, fince we profefsto have a hope of being there?
even becaufe we are carnal and earthly : And it fays, that
we cither think heaven little worth, or that it is an infuffi-
cient and unvalid right that is to be had to it, or that we-
do not really believe it. All the filver and gold in the
world comforts not a poor body, becaufe he hath no hope
to come by it ; fo there are not a few hearersof the gofpel,
who hear much of heaven, and of tha hope of it, that ne-
‘ver refrefheth thtm, A fJib reafon may be, To waken up
fonging defires, and to fbarpen and put ap edge upon an appetite,
#n bis followers, after beaven, and to teach them wot 2o place
sheiy bappine[s on any thing on this fide beaven; otherwife he .
would never have put their farisfation to a term {o far off :
But he overleaps (1o fpeak fo, with reverence) all the brave
, days that they had and were to have here, and gives them
‘thisfor their f{" farisfa@ion, ‘that the day is a-coming when
he will drink the wime new with thens in bis Fatber's kingdom |
and would have them, in their flight, never refting nor fit-
ting down, till they be there; for he fends them away
hungering for that communnion-table. And we would yet
again exhort and befeech you to ftudy to be in cafe to go.
from the communion, and from every fermon, having fame
ferious thoughts of heaven, and longings for it; bclicvi}r:g
Y . T that
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that the day, the joyful day is coming, when Chrift and ye
will meet, and never fhed or feparate again ; when ye palt
be with bim where be is, and be fet with him at bistable, and

. om bis throne, never to rife off it any more again : Blefled be
-God, that that defirable day is coming. Belicversin Chrift,
cheer yourfelves in the hope of it. If there be any of you
(as, alas! I fear there be very -many) that relith not this -
blefled. change, there is a fad and forrowful cHinge before
you. O be bufy, very bufy to have your intcreft in Chrift,
and the hope of heaven well fecured, by union and com- -
munion with him here ; that {o ye may have the well-groun~
ded hope of heaven, and may frequently draw comfort
‘from it: And, O that we could funder fo ! ‘The little inch -
and moment of time, that we have, will foonand very
uickly wear away, and be at an-end: Go then, my dear

* friends, with this wéll-fixed refolution, that ye muft needs,
in God’s own way,-have heaven, and be eternally bappy
in the foul-fatisfying and rawnifhing enjoyment of thar ful-
1eft and fweereft, never to be interrupted contmunion, that
will be there :- And thank God and,Chrift the Mediator for
the leaft meafure of the well-grounded hope of it; and
make it your bufinefs to have your converfation fuited to,
and {melzing ftrong of that blefled hope. ‘
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