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ricu ware to fale, give you wifdom to prove wife mers
chants, to your eternal advanrage and upmaking. ‘
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A Sermon preached after the Communion, -
On Pfal. §5. 8. He will fpeak peace to Lis people, and t -

bis [aints : But let them rot turn again to folly,

\ - N
~ J T is hard to know, in fpiritual exercifes, whether it
be more diffi-ult vo atrain fome good frame, or to keep

" and mainrain it when ir is atrained ; whether more
fecioulisdfs is required tor mak:ng peace with God, or for
keeping ot it wh-n made; wherher more diligence thould
be in preparing for a communion, or more watch=-

fuinefs after it: Sure, both are reqaired ; and ir was our -

bl.flid Locd’s word, Matth. 26. 41. afier the fir® cele-
brartion of- this his fupper, #Watch and pray, that ye enter
wot nto temptaton,  Here' that faying holds eminently, Non
minor f.{? virtus, quam quarere, parta tueri : No lefs virtue

and valour is rcquifite to maintain, than to make a pure’

chafe or conquett, S
In the words (fo leave the introdution and fcope)
there are, 1. A grear mercy promifed from the Lord to
his people, viz. He will fpeak peace to them. 2. A (pecial
caveat and advertifement given them, pointing at .their
bazard, But let' them not turn again to folly : That is, let
not his people and faints, to whom he hath fpoken peace,
rerurn‘to fin; lec them beware  of bourding and dallying
wi h God’s mercy, and of curning his grace into wanton-
nefs, of cooling 'in their affe@ons to him, of flipping
back to their ol1 way, and of embracing their old lovers
and idols; for that is folly, even in folio, to fpeak fo.
“We fhall firlt propofe fix obfervations from the words,
and then apply them. Firft then, Obferve, Tbat fin a-
gairf God is an exceeding great folly ; *tis the fulipeft and
maddeft.thing in the world ; Thercfore it is here called folly,
to wit, in an eminent way and degree. °Tis that which
" doth moft, yea, that which. doth in efle€t orly mar and

interrapr faints peace. . That which, 0.2, is cailed fwigai-,
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¥, which he fo gracioufly pardonzd, 15 here called foiy,’

‘Becaufe of the toily and madnefs that is in fin : And it is
on this ground and account, that the finner is fo often

‘called a fool, and  fimple, in the book of Preverbs; and, .

Epb. 5. the apoftle exhorts Chriftians to walk, not as fools,

but as ewife; and, Luke 15 the prodigal is faid, when

‘converted, to come to bimfelf, as it he had been in a di- -
firaction and belide himfelf, all the while he was gaing on

in his finful way. This may be farther clear, if we
ook, 1 To the'vanity of the matter wherein men fin.
Is it nor folly for a man to fit tipphng and debauching

away his time, to be givento harlotry and filthigefs, to

acgleét prayer, to curfe and fwear, to ler-his mind rove
upon things that never were nor will be, and wherein

-

there is no profic ? Thereis a great vanily in the mattet

of fin. 2. It we look to the fad cffeéts and bitter fruits
of fini, ard to the grear prejudice that comes by it, it will

be found ro be defperate maduefs, and dear- bought plea~

fare, which is but fancjed and imeginary, aud no real
pleafure ; it mars the life of grace and of peace with God,
and treafures up wrath againft the day of wrath : See this

verified eminently in 4Fithophel, that prodigy of profound

policy (whefe counfel in thofe days ' with David and Abfa-

lom, was, asif ons bad enquired at the Oracle of God) the
upfhot of whofe deep wit was rank folly, ‘when he went
and hanged himfelf: See it alfo convincingly made good,
io the rich man in the gofpel, to whom *us fadly and fur-

- prifingly faid, Thou fool, this night thy foul fbali be takess

from: thee, and whofe then fball thofe things he'? And what
advanage or wifdom is it, I pray, for' a man. to gain the
whole aworld, if be Iofe bis own foul 1 O madly foolith bar-
gain ! 3. If we look to fin with a fpiritual eye, we will
fee folly in the very appearance and manner of it ; a wic-
ked man in finning is foolith.like, or looks as l:ke a fool,

‘as David did, when he played the mad-man before the

king of Gatb, fovabled on the doivs, and let bis fpittle fall
on bis beard. Is it not folly to fee a man lahouring in tie fire
for Gery vanity, boading bimfelf with thitk clay, purfuing the

eaft wind? He is juft likea man in a frenzie, who ima< "

gines himfelf to be a king, and to be riding in great ftate
and triurph, when in the mean time he is a poor, naksd,
A I3 . " Pitig‘ul
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?ﬂful and defpicable creature, in the eyes of all that be-
old him, 4 If we look to the fpring, fountain and caufe

of it, there can be no_juft nor relevant reafon given for
fin ; ‘tis therefore, no doubt, tolly. Is there, or can there

be any thing that evidenceth mens folly 1o much, as their .

coming in tops with God, their walking in the way of
dcath, their loving fimyplicity (as it is, Prov. 1) and their
quitring the way of life? Now, the word of God is true
wifdom, and the way of life is therein clearly holden
forth, and God as our Pajtern; and is there any thing
more reafonable, than that we fhould live like, and be con-

form to the word of God, and to Lim of whom we ouglit

. tobe followers? But fin thwarts with the whole word of
- God, and with God himfelf. ) :

"Take this pafling word of Ufe; Study to be eftablithed

. -in the faith of this tructh, That fin, whether in doing thag

which is evil, or in the omiflion of daty, is the greatcft

folly, Such of you as will not be convinced of it now '

intime, within a few days or ycars ye fhall be convinced of
- itto purpofe, and to your eternal prejudice ; the moft
blockith fhall then fee it to be folly, a highly hurtful,
prejudicial, thameful folly, and defperate madnefs; the
rich glutton and Abithopbel, and thoufands more of world»
ly-wife-men, find it to be fo, to their coft, in hell ; There-

fore the apoftle faith, Rom. 6. 21. Wkat profit kave ye in
- ghofe things wbhevesf ye are now afbamed? And, had w&'

fpiritual eyes to: difcern the condition of the moft part

men and women, who evidently Jy flill in black nature -

unrenewed, who flight the.offers of grace, and who will
. mot receive Jefus Chrift; the verieft idiot in the world
“would not be a fadder fpe@acle to us, noraffe& our hearts
with more pity and compaflion, than the lamentable cafg
of the fouls of fuch perfons would ; becaufe they for-
ﬁk: their own mercy, the fure merdies of David, -and fol+
after lying wanities, and weary rhemielves with a vain
E:;lrfu“‘atm that which cannot profic them, Alas for thig
4 - : -
Secondly, Obferve, That, notwithflanding_ the greatmefs
~ “of tbis folly, God's people and [aints were fometimes deep, y24
even drownedn it “and are yet in part taken withit, Nceds
this any proof?1 4b/, ﬁn[nl nation (faith the Lord to his

o pror




T o turn not again to Folly. 13§
b profefling people, Ifa. 1. 4.) & people laden with inlquiry,
E & feed of evil-doers: Tbe ox knoweth bis owner, and the afs
1 bis mafier's criby but my pecple doth not know: O beaftly
® dfrael! inferior to the very brutes t'wo’ the folly of fin-
e ing againt God ; and faith he, Fer. 2, Be affoniled, O

T 38 N

i
%ﬂwen:, and borribly afraid; for wmy pecple bav: commutted
Pwo great ¢wils, they bave forfaken me the fountain of lrving
eaters, and digged to themfelves byoken cifterns, that can boid

mo water: O egregious foily and demenred choice! How .

“many profeflors ot religion are there, who are folyb vire
&ins 1 and how many foolith practices are there among the
godly themfelves ? Let ig not then be thought ftrange (as

a word of Ufe from it) that not only .amot;g external pro- .
found many aéts

feflors, but even among real faints, there be
of folly; tho® I grant it to be borh fad and ftumbling, when
it is; which fhould, thercfore, fo much the more make
them guard againft the fame.

- Ttirdly, O%fcrve, Gbd awill fometimes fpeak peace to them
that are givew to folly, or are often found playing tb:’fo'ol.

_«Of the truth whereof, as many as ever heard the gofpel,

and did partake of the grace of it, and are 'before the

throne, and hope to be there, are as fo many proofs, witnef~ -

fes and living monuments. I fhall clear what this fpeaking of
peaceis, in three fteps: -He tpeaks peace to them, 1, Iu hig
offering of peace to them, and by his meeting and treat-
ing with them in and by that offer, in his intreating orin-
-viting them earneftly to come to him, who have wearied
themfelves, and fpent their Jabour on thar which profits
not ; prefling them to -return, and affuring them that he

. will beal their backflidings, [fa. 55, Fere 3. Hof. 14. and

preaching peace through Chrift Jefus, £pb. 2. counfelling

"~ them to come ‘and bwy eye-falve of him, &8¢, and by his

knocking and waiting at their door for admittance and entry,

“Rom. 3. Are not thefc words of peace to a foollith Church ?
2. In making peace with fome, when (as it is, 2 Cor. 5.

20?) he not only prays and requefis them to be reconciled,

but really reconcileth them to himfelf, and faith, Peace

be 1o you ; pardoneth fin, taketb away the band-writing of
erdinances 1hat ewas againft them, giveth them a difcharge

[y

of their debg; that, wircn their fin is foughs for, i*
- . 4 o ‘ . il'\
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15 70t to be found, becante ke 'barb pardened it 1 And, Hof.

2. this is called an aluring, or (as the word is) a fpeaking
80 the beart. 3. In his not

ver(y, and making peace; but

in h:s intimating that peace,
faying to the pardoned fini er,

one mawn difh that 1s fer on the table (to fay fo) is peace,.
as 0. 29. Peace [ leave with you, my peace I give unto yom,
*Tis peace from God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,
There are fome ficcial times wherein God fpeaks peace,
fuch as folemn treating times and communijon-days ; and
‘other tpeotal acc:fions are, when there hath been more
than ordivary diligenee prayer, more than ordinary
forrow tor fin, peace is readily fpoken on the back of ir;
as alfo, trying aud fudly exercifing times are ufually times
of the intimarion of peace: Ina word, when and where
b1 gofpel comes, aud is made lively, peace follows on it
and this is your time. O that peace may be found to have
becn fpekar o many at this occafion ! > :
o Foutily, O ferve, That in and aboxt thofe times, awhen'
“God jarl fpokenm (or vér?' urgently offered ro fpeak)
Prace, thare is often fome refiraint on people, as to the proe

warlirg of thew folly; Some ftop to the current of inqui- -

ty in its Wonted manner and meafure, in fome more, and
in fome lefs ; fome more aw of God readily being on
people thent Many will have a ort of righteoufbefs, like
a morning-cloud and early doaw, that' foon ‘paffeth away;
fome tickling of their affe@ions, that quickly evanitheth;
as the Lord faith of many of the Fews, thap were hearers
of Fobn, who was a burning and a pining )f’gl:t, that they
rejoiced in bis light for' a feafon s So, Pfal. 106. 12. Thep
belicved they bis avords, they [ang bis praife; but they Joon
Jforaar bis avorks, thev_avaited mot for bis.counfel: And, Pfal,
78.:34 W ben ke flow tkem, phen tkey foupht bim : Nevers
#heles they flatt:red Lim awith theiy lips, and lied to bipr with
sheir torpues > for their bearts ayeve not right @ith God, nei-
#her were they fedfaft in bis covenant. And fomething of
this was alfo, even in Chrifi’s hearers,, and in the Galatiany,
Who at ficft would bave plucked oyt their eyes, and grvem them
’ \ ~

t

only raking away the contros .

Thy fins are forgiven thee, -
g° in peace, I am thy faluation: And then the promife,
Fo'n14. 21, 23. is fulfilled, when Chrift breaks open doors,

and comes in and fups, and duwells, his Father and be ; and -




surn not agnin to Folly, . 137
to Pdul:. So in the parable of the fower, fome feed fprings
vp and hath a fair appearance, but foon withererh; and o-

ther fome holds out: So likewife at fafts and communions,

affeGions will be readily fomewhat flirred and warmed,
and there will be many \brave purpofes and refolunons,
_fuch as werc in the. people, £xod. 19. when they 1aid, A/
that the Lord commands we will do., Aud they look demur
and grave-like for two or three days: the tippler kceps
fome days from the tavern; hie that prayed nor in fecret
nor in his family, will, it may be; pray for fome time a-
beut and after fuch occafions ; others will go further on:
-And _yet it is but fome reftraint on their fin, or fome fic

e

A

~ and flath of affeCion, that is tranfient and quickly gone ; .

and they turn - again to folly. And even the godly them-
felves are here often found in a great meafure guilty, as the
following mote will clear. ) S
-Fatbly, Obferve, Tbat even thofe pecple and [aints, who
bave fometime been to given to fdlly, to whom God batbh [pokem
peace, and who bave refivained their folly for a time, there-
after may much fall-back to folly again. The admonition
here given, Let them not tyrn dgainto folly, fuppofcth this.
"This needs not much proof : If ye fhall go through the faints
recorded ig fcripture, ye will find fad inftances of ir;
David, after peace was {poken to him, falls into adultery
“and murder ; Hezekiab, after a fweet word of p‘cace was
fpoken ta him, Jfa. 38. falls into the folly of pride and
vain oftentation, Chap, 39. Peter, after peace fpoken to
. him, denicth his Mafter ; ?ebg(baphat, after peace fpoken to
him, fell once and again into the fame fin, and once even
after he was reproved for ity as is clear, 2 Ckron. 18, 19,
£ 20. Cbapters. Or there may be a falling into fome o-
ther fins, or-out of one fin into another ; as it was with
David: This may befal real faints, yea emiment (aints, even
. pillars in the houfe of God. Was there not peace fpoken
to the difciples, in that fweer fermon, Foba 14, & 15, &
"16. Chap. and yer that fad word follows, 72 all fball be
-offended becaufe of me this nigkt ; and Peter, to wham that
fweet word was fpoken, J bave prayed for thee, that thy
faitb fail 'not, doth foully fall into folly quickly after:

WWhat then may befall the more common fort of profef-- -

fors,
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fors, whe know nor what it is to ftand before the leaft ten.
. tation? The reafons of this may be, 1. Becaufe the devil
- falls prefently on, and fecks, as it were, with feven worfe
devils to re-&nrer the foul, and busks this bait of the ten-
tation, and prefents it io a new fhape; old courtiers (to
dpeak 10) and lufts fet on, and effay what hearing they can
get. 2. Becaufk tho', by peace fpoken, rentations and cor=
zuptions may be bound up, yea, and fomewhat mortified ;
ree they are not flain outright ; they may lurk for a timé,

but ftill live. And, 3. Becaufe his people are ready in

fuch .a warm fun-blink to grow (as it were) wanton, and"
under fuch a ceffation from their lufts, to caft by their
arms, to fgrmv fecure, to grow fomewhat teo fain, and to
dream of an- eafy life ; thus it was in a meafure with Da-
wid, as he confeflcth, Pfak 30. I faid in my profperity, [
-fpall never be moved, If they get peace for a little, who
bur they ? Tbey are lords (in.a manner) and will not come an=
20 bim; or, if they win to a few tears and-fome liberty, they
are readily puft up, and in fome fort bid their fouls take
them reft ; as if they nceded to trouble them(elves no more ;
T'herefore there are new on-fets, and the Lord lets them
fee how wain they are, cven in their beft efiate; as we ma

perceive, in the Lord’s dealing with Hezekiab, and wit

David, in that Pfal. 30. Thou didft bide thy face (faith he)
and I was troubled. O whar folly, vaoity and out-breaking
of corruption do often follow on the back of a feeming
work of turning to God, .and a tender.like frame in pro-
feflors of religion! So, Pfal. 106. it is faid, that they. pro-
woked bim at the fea, even at the Red-fea; Even where and
when they were in fuch a frame, that they believed bis wwords,
and fang bis praife ; they foom forgat bis works, and waited

-sot for bis counfel > Which was, in a manner, at the very .

able to lift the beel againft bim. And ‘O how fad and

lamentable a thing is ir, to_be unwarchful after a8 communi.

on, and an offer or an intimation of peace?!

Sixtbly, Obferve, That there is. nothing move called for,
from a people, who bave been given 16 folly, and bave bad
peace [pcken to them, than to take beed that they turn nes
‘mgain to folly ; to take heed that they fall not into the
fame fins that they feemed to have abandoned and turned
awsy from ;. that it be not-with them, according to the true

, , - - proverb,
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provevh, The dog is veturned to bis vomit, and the fow thas

was wajbed, to ber wallowing in the mive, as it is, 2 Pet.
2. 22 Under which fimilitude, the apoftle powerfully
diffwades profeflors of religion from turning tia:,in to fin,
by fhewing the lothfomnefs of it; it being as abominable,
as a man’s licking up that again which he hath vomited.
This then is the duty that the Lord calls for ; 1. That you

- fhould abftain from the fins that you have been given to,

fuch as tippling, ‘drinking drunk, fwearing, fabbathsbrea=
king, negle& of prayer and the like, and do fo no more ;
not only not to relapfe into the fame fins, but thar ye ab~
ftain from cvery other fin; It is not enough that a man
break off from ore fin, and take up with another ; it is .
not fufficient, tho' a man will not be drunk in his neigh-
bour’s houle, if in the mean time in his own houfe he.
tipple, play the good-fellow (as ye call it) and mifpend
his time. . 2. Ye would confider, what engagements and

" ‘refolutions ye have come under, and that ye fall not back

from them ; In a word, it is, Not 1o be as ye were went
to be ; and that ye be foufid in no knawn fin, nor defeGive
in any known duty. - o

We come now t6 the more particular and clofe applica-
tion of the whole, in thefe tewo Ufes. The firff whereof

. is, for advertifement_and warning, Let bim that (fands,
. sake beed loff be fall ; let him not look on himfelf as in-
_ capable to'be ftolen off his feet: Alas! perfons may be in

a manner exalred to heaven, and in a very good frame,
in their own imagination and apprehenfion, and it may be
in fome meafure really;; and .yet be brought back to the
puddle and mire again, after they have thaken themfelves
and come out of it, In profecuting this, we fhall,
1. Shew wherefore we prefs it;- And, 2. Wherein, or in
reference to what we prefsit. - - -
As for the firft, viz, Wherefore itis that 1 do prefs
this advertifement:. And indeed it isnot withour very
good ground, as ye will cafily pereeive, if, 1. Ye look to,

- and confider the beft.faints, and in their beft condition ; -

how foon ‘are even they taken off their feet? Was not

‘Dayid often in a very-good fpiritual condition ? and yer,

how foon and foully did he fall into folly ? Was not 4dazz

in a good and defirgble candition,” when there was no quar} _
: o : Ic
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rel betwixt God and him, nor any ground for it ? and ycz‘!"

how foon was heenfnared ? Was not Peter in a good ftare
' and frame, when Chrift faid to him, Bleff>d .art thou Si.
mon Bar-jons ; flefb amd blood bat: not revealéd that unte
thee, but my Fatier” who is in beaven? and yet, wWwithin a
very hule, he turns again fo far to folly, as to be the

dewil’s inftrament to tempr Chrift ; as 1s clear from Mauh,’

16: v. 17. compared with v. 22. Were nor the difciples in
a good condition, when our Lotd had preached to them
both the preparation and thaokfyiving fermons, before and

after the communion ? and yer tkey all were offended becaufe
of bim, axd forfook bim and fled, and that very quickly, -

even that fame very pight. Now, when fuch rtall cedars
fall, what need bave we, who are bar in comparifon filiy

fhrubs, and but as fmall Rraws, ro take warning? 2. If

we confider, chat thofe fins and falls were often exceeding

Judden, the {ame night, in the difciples (as I juft now hin-

ted) and in Hezekiab, very quickly after. s recovery ;
excezding foul, and exceeding unsverfal, as n all the dif~
. @pies; fometimes repeated, as in Lot, Frtifbapbat, and
Peter; fometimes a plaraljty’ ard «ariery ot them joined
together, adin David and 4fa, and in’ his people at the
Red-fea and, in the wildernets; And who knows but the
fame very night, that ye were at the Lord’s rable, fome
of you were back ar your folly ? and others of you béfore
night, may be.  We tind, not only fuddenly, but foully ; asis
clear in A4aa’, who, when he had no corruption formerly,
fell from God to the' devil (and; by the way, many of you
are fo grofly ignorant, and wofully felf-conceited, that
ye think, if ye had been in his cafe, ye would not have
donc fo.) And (as I hinted) what foul faults were Davia's
ajultery avd murder, and Solomon’s idolatry, s at leaft his:
toleranng it, atter God bath fpoken tevice to bim ? What a.
. foul faule and fall was that ot /frael’s, aftet their fo folemn
engagements, and fair undertakings, £xod.19. when with-
in forty days they deteftably and damnably danced before
the golden calf 2 and what a foul fall was that of Peter's,
‘to forfwear Chrift, by denying him with an oath ? and of
the reft of the difciples, unkindly and unworthily to for-
fake him and flec? And who knows but, fhortly after
this z"caﬁon, many of yau that have been tipplers, may

/o

grow
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grow wotfe, it may be, even to be found flaggering 1’

the fircets 2 and that others of you, who prayed not be-
fore, may be heard curfing ? Ye who are believers and
faints indeed, would obferve«this, and know that there’is
need, great need of watching and prayer, that ye enter not
into temptation : And 1f there hath been any idlenefs, light-
nefs, vanity, mifpending of precious time, or the like ;
guard, O guard againft thofe  The reafon why believers
fall fo often in grof- fins, is their playing. (asit were) with-
their petry idols; lirtle chingy, given way to, lead on to
greater and worfe 3. Am I now fpeaking of any ftrange,
uncouth or unprecedented thing? Have ye never obfer-
ved, how ye carried and behaved after communions before ?

. Can ye fay, ‘but that, as many commuuions as ye have -

been ar, there bave been as many breaches ? If. ye have
never faiied before, ye may be fecure now ; bur 1t ye have
failed  and mifcarricd formerly, be/the more wary and
watchful now. 4. Have ye any knowledge of, and ac-
quaintance with your own hearts 2 Is your corrupiion dead ?
Are your idols quite flain ? or are they not rather like to
thofe &range wives, in Nekemab’s time (who were put a-
way) crying on you for pity (O cruel pitv !) and weepirg
on you to be admitted to come home again? And hae,
none of you fo mu-h foolith, fond and cruel pity,. as to

fide with them? Hath a communion-day thruft out the

devil fully ? Are there no living lufts, nor firong corrupti-

ons within you ? Do ye not feé¢ what a ready welcome ten-
tations to fin arc like ro getr ? and find 'ye not a woful pro= -
penfion to be glad that the reftraint and aw-band of a -

communion-day is over and by 2.and deth not this prefs
you to watch? 5. Try but how it harth been with yop
fince the fabbath: Is'not the bent ye had then, already very
much flacked ? Is not much of that fe¢ming or really good
frame of fpirit gone 2 Is not the great pa't of your work
yet before you? And is it not a greater difficulty, to make
out an 'engagement, than to make it; to perform, thin to

romifc® How is it then, that ye have in a great part laid
Ey your arms, as if all were done? When ye have, as
foldiers, put yourfclves in batrle array, and given your
military oash, and gortten the fign and word of command,
fhould you qu t your poft3 beware of that ; the matter i:_

! . ‘ T -ofs
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ot greater concernment, thin ye arc aware of ¢ Ye ate ye&t

" bot in a manner beginning. .

v

For the fecond thing, v.z, What it is wherein, or in re.
ference to what we do prefs your tzking warning, and be-
ing wary? And ‘here I woald- have you, , 1. To be aware

not only of more. grof; fins, but even of all fuch things in-

neral, which tenrations ufe ordinarily to make their a
y p-

* proaches and affaults by ; as namely, little fins (litele, I-

' * mean comparatively) Is it mot a little onel faith Lot of,

Zosr. O how unfuitable was it for him, to whom the.
Lord bhad but a very lirtle before fpoken fuch a great
and gracious word of peace, as that, Depart, for I can do
stothing fo long as thou art bere ; and yet the fame night, or
the morrow, this efcapes-him! And readily, when peo-
ple fall once, they fall over and over again; but ye
would beware to feek leave to lurk and loure a while in
fuch Zars ¢ Beware to fay, It isa little fin; fay not, [
thall not be drunken, bdc I moft have leave to tipple, and

" wrifle over the time. The devil drives fin and tentationy

as a carpenrer driveth a wedge ; Ke will teach and prompe

" you to.lay, We may be cheerful and fport us a while,

wicthout regard to the matter, meafure.or feafon, tho’ ye
be not profanc : But once’ let in’ the point of the wedge
by a little fin, and it may become a great one ere all be
done, or a groffer one may foilow, even as the great end

-of the wedge dath the leffer. 2. Beware of rgturhing ro-

omiffions: Some, it may be, will refolve thar they will-

never ripple, nor fwear, nor ‘commit any fu¢h things; .

but they will, it may be, negleét and omit to pray as they
have (belike) done thefe few days paft: Tho' they go

riot ahroad to the ravern on the week-days, nor go idly in .

the fizlds on the Lord’s day, yet they may mifpend and
trifl: away their time ac home; as if faling back into
omiflions;” were not’a‘tumin%again to folly, as well as fals
ling back®o commiffions. The confeflions’of many poor
creatures (who become publickly-and prodigioufly fcan-
lous) on their death-beds or on a fcaffold, that omiffions

" of duty have predifpofed them-to, and brought on thofe

rofs commiflions, may arfd fhould awake and alarm us;
¢ would therefore, with holy b, make a covemant with

your eyesy and other fenfes, and make confcignce to keepB:
o ‘ . 3¢ UCe
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v - &, Beware of falling back to a fcure coldrife menner of-
going about_durics of worthip alone or in company, in
publick or in private: Let none of you think with your~ -
felves, that, now this falemnity is over, 'ye need not
wreftle in prayer, nor watch fo itrictly over your heart,
bue let it gad and reve, and not hedge it in on an ordina=<
ry Lord’sday, as on a communian Lord’s day; fince there
is no liberty allowed for anidic word or thought any day,
more than there is on that day: Think it not enough that
ye fay your prayers morning and evening, and that none
can charge you with any offence; God, the all-feein
God, obferves you, whether you be univerfal, fincere and
ferious in the dutics of religion. 4. Beware of negle@ing
fpirirual and gofpel-duties; fuch ae, fclf-examination or
feplf-fearching. fclf-denial, mortification, and ufe-making
of Chrift: The negle& of thefe, and the like, may be
fome way called gofpel-folly. It is no doubt grear gofpele
folly, when Chrift (being freely and fully offered there=
in) is not improved for wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan&ifica~
tion and redemption; when'the power of godlinefs is not
" aimed atin duty, bur people reft and fit down in the form
-thereof, which yet in fome refpe@ is more cumberfom
than the power ; for Chrift improved makes all things go-
cafily with us: Therefore, any of you who have. looked
on it'as folly to negleét thefe fpiritual duties, fee that ye
return not_again to that folly. §. Beware of unbelief';
Have ye not refolved to caft out with thar evil, and refol-
ved to be no more jealous of God, tho’ ye fhould meet
- with-difficulties? Believers in Chrift, lick not up thar voe'
. mit again, turn not agan to that ﬁl?. to whkich there is a
.fecret natural bentnefs of heart: If (I fay) unbelief and
jealoufy,be a folly, take it not up, turn not to it again,
6. Beware of hearteills. Poflibly ye will not givé way to '
more grofs cvils, and yet {uffer your fouls to be carried
away after idols, or, after vain, proud, ambitious, cove-
tous, reven%eful, filthly and lafcivious thoughts: Bar, if in
very deed Chrift ger the heart, he muft reign in it, and
command the eye, -tongue, cars, hands, feer and all,
7. Beware of falling back to the inordina‘e love of the
world, and of Jerting the heartbe too much addited and
glved 1o, ‘even, lawful pleafures and creature-comforts, to
A . . -your

-
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your callings, wives, children, houfes, lands and incomes
of gain and profic; from which’there hath been poffibly
fome fuitable abftraltedne(s rhefc days paft. Ye fhould
not only abftain from oppreffing, fealing and deceiving ;
but ye would alfo guard againt falling back to exceflive
purfuing after, and (as it~ were) glutting yourfelves with
the things of this world, however lawful ip themfelves.
Alas ! primms licitis : Inordinate love to, and immoderate
purfuing after things lawful in themfelves, dcftroy more
fouls, than things finful and unlawful in themfelves do:
" ‘The excufes of rhofe invited to the marriage of the King's
Son, are founded, not on rhings fimply finful, but ont law-

ful things, the farm, oxen: and married wife, Now the

houfe is fwepr, and ye ure in hazard, if ye guard not, to
return to a grearer 2.d greedier feeding on ‘thofe vanities.
1 dare tay, rhere are multitudes of men and women, who
never fo much hungred for the communion, as they have

longed to have thefe folemn days over and by, that they .

might win back to their callings, worldly bufinefs and
leafuresy. O what a wearinefs have they been to them ? -as
. facred folemnirties were to thofe fpoken of, Awmos 8. 5. who

~cried, Wken fball the neci=rgoon be gone, that we may [el]

corny ana the fabbatb~day, that we may [et out wheat? To
many thefe days of fafting and fpirirual feafting and com-
manicating have been as a bridle-bit in their mouths, to
reftrain them from running on the mountains of their va-
nity; and' who knows but, ere another communion come,
the Lord may feed yow as a lamb in a large place ? "
The fecond Ufe is for exbortation. Would you then know
the duty that ye are called-unto ? this is it, Let not God’s
© people and-faints turn_again to folly : Let not the idlet re-
turn to his idlenefs, the tippler to his tippling; the fcoffer
to his fcoffing; the ignorant, who have been ar a licle
pains to dearn fome queftions before the examination and
communion, fo his negligence in feeking after knowjedge,
&¢¢, Let not this be ; if ye have vomited our theft and o«
ther fins, lick them not up again, To prefs thisUfe a
little, we would, 1. Give you fome confiderations from rhe
. text. 2. Some diréions to help 'you forward in the pra-
" &ice of it, o -7 :
- For the firf, viz. Some confiderations from the text to
. . C : press
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turn not again to Folly. 148
prefsit. 1. Isit not a folly to fin once? If fo, fure it is much
more to rglaptb into fis, W hether is it more true wifdom
to abftain from thofe fins, or ts fall back into them? Isic
not more wifdom for you, who have been given to tippling
or drunkennefs, to neglet of prayer, and the like, now
to ler alone fin, and to give yourfelves to prayer, than to
be walking in the fireet on the plain-flones 2 Is it not more .
wifdom to be given to edifying difcourfe, than to be
Jaughing and fporting over the time ? Is it not better ro
come to the Church, than to fpend. the time idly, in dif=*
courfing and waiting for a téntation 2 And if your cone
fcience aflent to-the truth of 'this, then we take witnefs in
your confcience, that it doth fo; and this inftrument of
witnefs will fand on record againft you, it ye fhall turn
to thofe fins and to this folly again. 2. Have ye been exa-
mining yourfclves ? and do ye find, that much of your
life hath been fpent in folly, by fome tawenty, by fome
dhirty, by fome forty, by fome fifty, by fome fixty years 3
and every day’saccount caft up amounts only. to folly, va-
nity and madnefs ? And is it not enough, and may it not
fuffice you, that ye have fpent fo long time in folly, tho®
ye fpend no more (o ? 3. Hath not God been fpeaking
peace to fome, and given them the iptimation of it 1 fo
that their fouls have been made to fay, God is bere i< And
have they not gotten the bargain clofed, and the hand<
writing that was againft them torn? We hope, there
arc fome fuch among us. Nay, are there any, but the
Lord hath been offering peace to them, treating with
them, faying, Bebold me, bebold me, intreating and re-
quefting them to be reconciled ? And hath there not been
fome tickling of the affeétions of many ? If fo, will ye be
fuch fools as to fall back, and to wear, our the fenfe of that
peace and warmnefs that any of you have winto ? And ye
with whom God hath begn meeting and treating about the
pardon of {in, what a folly will it be, in placeot getting
a difcharge, to increafe and multiply your debt? 4. Are
there not fome engagements on you ¢ Or, whatever be realy
is there not a profeflion of coming under engagements ¥
Are not the vows of God oo fome of you? Is there not
fome fin that hath ftared you in the face, which ye have
refolyed to abftain from ? And hath there not been fome -
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urring and tickling of defires to perform what ye have -
refolved and engaged to? And will ye break all thefe
bands ? Will ye repent anl rue that ever ye engaged to
God ? If fo, as'ye notably play the fools, fo the Lord will
.be about with you, and ecven fpew you out of his mouth,

- that ye may puddle your fill ‘in the mire of fin. §. Is
there not a great bentnefs and propenfion in all naturally
to turn again to folly ? .Is there not am cvil beart of sunbe-
lief, ready to depart from the living God? I have fo much
charity for you, as that you will grant this; and when the
Lord hath faid, #atch, and tclls that be is at band that
betrays you, will fyt: go fecurely, and not take warning 1 O
what defperate folly would this be ! 6. Confider whar will -
‘come of 1, if ye fhall fall back, if ye flacken your bent,
and, growing cold, turn agaih to folly ? Ye will wear out
‘any bit of good frame that ye have obtained': Ye will blur

 and fully the real or fuppofed clearnefs of your intereft,
-mar your peace, and become in a manner more beaftly and

fwinith in your finful way than before’; at the very
“thoughts whereof, your hearts fhould fcar, naufeate, and
even grow fick. And what will be the upfhot thereot ?

. Either ye will repent, or never repent : If yefay, ye will
‘zepent; are ye fute that God will give you repentance, if

¢ fhall hazard on feme fin ? Are not many given up o
lardnefs of heart, who never comé to repentance?
“Know ye what -repentanceis? have ye not been already
effaying and doing fomewhat at repentance, and have ye
-not_found it difficult and hard to come by ? And, if ye
-hall fin yet more, will pot repentance be yet a greater,
- more difficult and hard work ? And, fuppofe ye fhould get
"repentance, ye fhall know the truth of that faying, Fer 2.
" Gbat it was an evil and a bitter thirg to depart from the
" living God, and that bis fear was mot before your eyes. O
what fhame and confufion of face will it bring with it, to
remember that we had fo many warnings from the word
: without, and fo many.convictions and challenges from our- |

.‘confcience within, and that yet we. went over them, and -
with a high-hand went on in our folly ! Will thofe things
be little, think ye ? What pleafure or profit can ye have
in thofe things, whereof ye will be afbamed? Yea, fuppofe

.ye come to repentance (and a hundred to oné¢ if expr ye

T ) como




TR

- Ve

| tr}}n not 'again 1 Folly. - 147

.come to it) ye fhall weep and mourn bitterly, that éver

ye hazarded fo on fin, over your light and convi&ions, and

“over the belly of your confcience. If ye ger not repen- _

tance (as‘T am afraid many never fhall) what will come of

iit? Conviétions and challenges will wear our, the heart

will grow harder; you will go of ‘laughing at.reproofs,
imocking at exhortations o repentance and reformation, and
fegardlefly treading on what might reclaim you; you will

“be angry at them who brought yeu under any engage-
- ments ; ye will become very Atheifls in your heants, and

as fo many profane Heatbens in your carriage: And when

L {ou have lived thus for a time (and the Lord knows how

ong) will ye not come to dic ? will nor your month come
ont you ?. will not your bed take you, or ye take your bed §
and then the con{ciente will either awake, or be .filent 2
If it:awake, will, not this be your language, which is the
language of many a poor wretched creature ? Wo is me,.
I have mifpent my tirhe, and have been glutting myfelf

“with the world and finful -pleafures ; Oh vain world! O
. bewirching and "beguiling world ! Alas thar ever 1 was fo

much taken up with it ! And, if the confcience be quiety

~whar will come of it ? Will that fin ly on, and not be

fought accoiint of 7 Know ye not, confider ye not that
word, Gal. 6, Be wot deceived, Géd will not be mocked; 4s
men fow, fo they. pallreap? Think ye that God will be
inferior to the creature ? will ot your governor or land<
lord feck account of you according to your engagement ;
and fhall not the Lord qall you to a reckoning ? Yea, cer-
tainly : And the conftience will the awake and roar on
you; then the curfe, wo and damnarion will feize upong

. . and take hold of your foul indeath; and devils fhallcarry .

it thither, where hypocrites are, until the judgment of:
the great day; and then ye will fay, Tarning again td
fin was the greateft folly and madnefs: And thus, whethes'- -
God have a purpofe of repentance to you or not, ye fhall
oneé day rue it at all the veins of yodr heart (to fpeak fo) -
and fhall find the folly of it, and that te your everlafling
prejudice and lofs, if* ye repent not, ) .
And therefore, let me prefs this ufe upon you, and éar~
neftly. exhort you. to let thefe confiderations fink down

- into your cars and hearts : Beloved, we are jealons oved:

Ez e I3
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o, and would God it were with a fuitable godly jealoufy !
We are afraid thatmany, cre we be aware, be down in
their former puddle, that ignorance and profanity be as
rife as ever ; there have been fo may fitsand good appear-
ances, and of fo fhort continuance heretofore : And now
e have been making- fome mint ; but whar will come of
1ty if ye fall back 1 If thefe ordinances fhall do you mo
good, we know not what will do it:' I think ye were
never nearer to fome great crifis, to a nick of being loft
or gained ; we have you (as it -were) in the very place of
sbe breaking forth of children, o that now you muft be cither

fatcly and tairly delivered, or prove abortives.. Ah! are.

our fafts and communions to no purpofe ? Are all your par-

fes and refolutions, your engagements, and feeming wil--

Eﬁgncfs to epgage, in vain and to no effe@ 2 If ye fhall
fall back aftér this, and turn again to folly, I do not much
exped that any ordinances or futare engagements fhall do
you much good: We muft cither look for better and
. more fruir, or there will be more barrennefs and ftubborn-

nefs ; cither ye fhall be more holy, or more of that old:

fin of maligoity, ftoutnefs of heart againft God, and
more oppofition to godlinefs fhall bud amongft you : We

would from our very fouls with you broyght well thorow,’

- but are afraid there be a ficking.. Why is it, I pray,
that we infit fo much with you, if we were not jealous
over you ¢ ‘Will ye have faces to hold up before God,
when ye and we fhail be reckoned with, if ye fhall fic
ghefe warnings ? .or, what heart can we have to-go about
his fervice amongft you, if yet there be a flicking; and
when there is fome wreftling to ger you up the hill (asit
were) and ye run further down than ever ? O 10 be

mightily helped of Geod to travail in birth, to. have .

Chrift formed in you, and formed in you again} Is it pro-
bable, when many of you are brought further up than
. before, if ye fall further back, that ever ye will win up

again ? We apprchend, that there are many of you, who-

fhall never again, with fo much moral ferioufnefs, be
wrought upon, if there fhall not be now fome abiding and
effeGtual work, but a turning again to folly. ‘It is not,, be-
-Joved hearérs, the friit of one preaching or two, rthatwe
are now driving ar; bur the great fcope of this blefled g];?

~
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pel: Therefore, tot Chritt’s fake, hoia at it, come for-
‘ward, and go not back ; O rurm ot again to folly : Ellc be
aflured, thar the Lord and your own confciences wiil bear
wirnefs, and we his fervants will alfo bear witnefs aganft

on (as many of you wil] bear witngfs againft us, if we
thall do f0). if, after God hath’ fpoken peace to you, ye fhall
seturn again to foll, Let me yet add this one word fur-
ther, for preffing this; Will ye but confider what we are
fecking ? s it not your real good and advanrage ? is it any,
hard or unreafonable thing that we crave of you, or any
uncouth thing, or any thing but that which fbrabam, Da-
w:d, Payl, and others of the faints, were . defirous and
ftudious to be at, yea, and our blefled Lord' Je(ns himfelf
was content to be at 2 Tho" he was never indeed tainted
with any folly, yet he was content and careful to fulfil all
righteoufnefs ; and what feck we of you, bur, that ye
would feek and laboyr’to imitate him ; that ye would
prevent your own lofs and ryin, and give Chrift a kindly
and a hearty welcome, in order to the exercife of all his
offices about you ; that bis beart may be made glad, and
that ke may fee of the fruit of the travail of bis foul to big

. fatisfaltion, in the falvation of 3 number of fouls in

Glafgow ¢ O that we could get. you prevailed with to. be
as feriousin thefe things, as ye are in and for the things of

this prefent life ; and that we could get as great vent (to .

fpeak fo) for Chrift’s precious wares amongft you, asa man
would get for fome rare.commodity, nay (may I or fhall
fay ?) bur even for tobacco ! Alas_that jncomparably pre-
cious Jefus Chrit, and his purchafe, the everlafting cove-
nant, even the fure merciesof David, fhould have lefs vent
and fale, than that and an huadred orher commodities

have ! this is a lamentation, and thould be for a lamenta-

tion. Always let bygones be ferioufly reflected on, and
fee that by all means ye turn nat again to folly. )

As for the fecond thing, propofed, ¢iz. Some dirs&Fions,
for preventing your turning again to folly: Ye may take
thctg few, and the Lord himfelf put them heme witha

ftsong hand. 1/, then, Walk in fear.; Serve the Lord i
- fear, and rejoice before bim with trembling. The wife man,

[¢es the evil, but the fool paffesh on and is confideps. ‘There
18 a fort of fpiritual pride, vanity and felf-conceir, reign-
S K g
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ing amongft ordinary" profeffofs, and too much of it pi‘é- "

vailing among# belicvers, that undoes them. Are’ there
any of you atraid of fornication and adultety, or of rur=,
“ning giddy fe@aries and the like 1 Your want of fear
brings you into the mire, erc y¢ be aware ; Pride goes be=
Jore defirution, and a baughty mird bejors’a fall. The
dittle fear that is amongft the moft part fays, tha:” fome
black turn (as we vfe to fpeak) is in their hands, or fome
foul fall before them': Hence the apoftle, PEilip. 2, 12.
_exhorts, ?ork out the ework of your own [alvation with fear
and trembling ; and, 2 Cor. 7. 1. to perfeét kolinefs in the
fearof God.  2dly, Obferve well and lay due weight on
that exhortation of our Lord, Matth. 26. 41. (which
- hath feveral dire&ions in it) Watch and pray, that ye evter
wot into temptation ; look about you, be not fecure, ftand-
y your pott, let nothing go out nor come in without
examination, and feek (as it were) after its pafs, and fet’
(as it were) a fentinel at the port of every fenfe ; 4nd
what I fay anto you, [ fay unto all, watch, fauh the Lord,
Mark 13, 37. Be not fecure; watching is a moft fuitable
duty. for Chrift’s foldicrs : Fail notto join with it much
prayer, not for the fathion, but that which is in the Spirit
and fervenr; yet lay no weighe on ir, as if ye could me. -
xit any thing by it, but go about it humbly and ferioufly,
_ in_order to the entertaining the life of grace;; fit not up
in it, but rather double your diligence.  3dly, Keep the
heart well ; heart-ills are the principal ills: Keep (faith
Solomon, Prov. 4.) the beart with (or above) all keeping ; fet
your main force to guard i, for there Satan keeps his
court and head-quarter, and thence ‘gives his orders ro the
outward fenfes : Dally not with fin in the hearr, elfe it
will come a further length. 4ebly, Forget not your en- .
gagements,. bur let the vows'of God ly on you, and have
due weight with you : Let not the fins that ye difcovered
and faw in your felf-examination between God and you, °
before ye came to the corhmunion-table, be forgorten ;

but remember them, to repent of them, and to renounce °
them; And when one knot (to fay o) ofi your engages * -

‘?mntfloofetb, caft another fafter ; or, if a koot were
weak, frengthen it, or caft a mew cic; for, as acls of

{ \
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faith muft be renewed, fo muft a&s of ¢ngaging to-God.
‘5tbly, Be much in the exercife of repentance for your by-
gone folly; My fin ((aith David, Plal. 51.) is ever cefore
me.  Think not repentance to be the work of a day or
two; look back and refleét on your old fins of tippling,

fwearing, enmity at godiinefs, &%, For, if ye wear out

of the exercife of repentance, ye will wear in, piece
and picce, on yobr old fins; againft which repentance is:
a notable bar: Being much in the exércife of repentance,.
keeps the heart fober and watchful, and loith to  hazard
on fin, and withal makes fin bitter ; but the Antinomian
way takes off all reftraints, and loofeth the reins tofin: Ig
is ' much now o fee'a penitent ; I with there may be much
Jrepentance’ in fecret; bur, for any thing that is fecn, ris

very rare. 6thly, In an efpecial manner, be much in im-

-proving the ftrength of Jefus Chrift, to prevent your ture
wing again to folly, Do not underrake nor engage in your

* own firength, but believingly lay all the weight and ftrefs
oy your Surety ; pur his name in the band, which he gave
to God, for the debt of duty: Abide in me, and I in you,
[o ye pall bring forth much fruit ; for without me ye can do
notking, faith our Lord to his difciples, Fobn 15. But how
many fail and come thort here, while they go about duties

"and either quite misken or make but very little ule o

Chrift ? Many know very little or'nothing at all, what it .

“is to make ufe of Chrift, 1n order to their making of their
peace with God ; but 'O how very féw know what it is to
make ufe of his flrength to enable them for duty, a~d to
go through the wildernefs leaning on ibéir Beloved!  1thly,
Defer not to make your refoldtions and engagments

ralticable; there are many, alas! who think fhame, it
thould be faid, that a fermon had fo much’ weight with
them, as to make them alter and change their coyrfe at
conce: It may oe, they will confent to be religious, bur
they muft be allowed to ‘come to it by degrees, and to creep
toward it piece-mail; but beware of that, left jt.prove in
the iffuc fo be a*fhift of thy deccitful heart: Ponder thefe
words well, Eucl. 5. Defer not to pay wbhat thou baft vowed,
for the Lord bath wo pleafure in fuls; and, in the Holy
Ghoft’s account, he is a fool that deferreth and putteth off
onc moment, Q! delays are in a fpecial manner dange-=
' T 4 rous
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tous here, and Saran will not fail to knit one delay to anos
ther. 8tbly, Reject all temptations to fin and turning again
%o folly, with abhorrence; fay, with Epbraim; What bave
any more 10 do awith idols? Never think on them, but with
indignation and holy difdain; for ye are undone, if ye
bur once lifteb to them. 9rbly, Be often examining, it ye
be like and anfwerable to your communicating, and to
your promifes and engagements; mapy know not how it
s with them, becaufe they examine not. 10thly, Walk
bumbly in the fenfe of your weaknefs: Truft not ro your
own heart; for he that doth fo, is reputed to be a fool, by
- the Holy Ghoft, 11tbly, Be helping one another forward
in your way to heaven : ‘Take beed (faith the apoftle, Heb.
3. 12, 15.) that there be not in any of you an evil beart of

unbelief, in departing frim the living God : Bus exbort ong |

" anotber daily, while it is called to-day, left any of you be bardued
through the deceitfulnefs of fin. TZo be edifying to others,
would, through God's bleffing, be edifying to yourfelves,
and help youto be in gdod cafe; to be praying with them
would ftir up yeurfelves to more ferioufniefs in the ‘exer=
cife of that duty; to be reproving fin in them, would
waken up more hatred of it in yourfelves; and to be
much converfant in the duties of mutal edification with
them that are warm in their love to Chrift, to his inte-
refts and friends, and diligent in the fludy of holinefs
would readily through grace ftir you up to feck after more
love and more holinefs ; as he infinuates in that exhortati=
on to the Chriftian Hebreaws, chap. 10. 24. Let us confider one
anotber, to provoke unto lcve and good cworks, 12thly, and in
a word, Endcavour to walk fuitably to yourlight ; your own

confciénces will readily tell you, thar it is beft to walk fo,as

ye may abftain from that which y¢ know to be fin, and to be
doing and delighting in'that which ye knpw 10 be dury.
There are very few (if any) duties of religion, butthey
dre one tithe or another, and many of them frequently
laid before you ; and not a few f_haly,

of blefling God eternally, that ever this gofpel-light wag

made fo fhinie o clearly-on them: But for fuch of ‘you, as

detain the truth of God in wnvighteoufnefs (as the apoftle
fays, fome do, Rom, 1.) or make a prifoner of it, by
fctqng a guard of corrupt affe@ions aboui it; Whom
R it e mee L e .i.r ’-'Go[‘

I hope, beve caufe
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turn not again to Folly. 153

God gave up 1o vile offections, and to all forts of moft abo-.
minable filthinefs,  becaufe, though they knew that fuch
things ougit not to bave been done, yet they mot only did, but.
took pleafure in them that did them ; I 'leave it, with all the
ferioufnefs I can win to, on you, and take inflruments of
witnels in your confciences, that ye haye had great offers,’
and have made fair mints, and come under, at leaft, fcem=
ing anagcmcnts: If ye havg.not done fo, declare fo much 5,
ut, fince ye all profefs that ye have engaged, and fome
have really engaged, ot 20 tuvn again to folly; walk fui-
tably to your engagements, as ye would not have your con-
fciences condemning you, and God who is greater than
5our confciences to condemn you, Many, I fear, have.
ceping confciences, and that will not now fpeak to them ;
but the confcience of ‘every one will fpeak at length, 3nd
not keep filence. We fhall now fay no more, but pray.
that this word may be blefled of God to you. o

A S L e e A A

. Thefe Fiye following Sermons acere all preached
abour the Lime of the Communion ; the firft Four
within a very few Days before ir, as ir gradually

-approached ; the Fiftb after iz, - :

- " On Jeremiah 50.v.4,5. -~ -

In thofe days, and in that time, faith sbe Lord, the tbildren
of Ifrael fball come, they and the children of Fudab toge-
ther, goixg 4nd weeping : They fall go, and feck sbe Lord
their God. : ‘

Verfe 5. They frall ask the way to Zion, with their faces:

- thitherward, [aying, Come and lgt us join ourfelves to the )
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that fpall not be forgosten.

"SERMON I

7Y HE repairing and making up of a breach berwixe -
. God and a people, is a matter of greateft moment
and concern ; and, when men are feriousin it, 0

- how upraking is it to them ! Which is holden out to il}e ‘
‘ o S lifg
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