TWO
'SERMONS
 BY TH-.B. I
Rev. Ma. JAME'S bq RHAM,
' Late Minitter of the High-Church of Glafgow.

Rev. xxii. zo.

He which iq/l:ﬁetb thefe things, fuith, Surely,
-1 come quickly. ~ Amen.  Even fo, come

Lord _‘7 ofus. -

HIS is but a ﬂxort verfe, but cam.

prehenfive, of two mcil exzellent
truths, and moft concerning expr.ilions
to the people of God. “The firft of them
_is our bleffed Lord Jefus’ word, and his
laft word that ftands on recorJ to his
church, ¢ Surely, T come quickly.,”—
The other is, the hearty apd warm wel-
comg that John, in name of believers, or
the bride, asverfe 17, gives to this truth,
¢¢ Amen, Even fo, come Lord Jefus.”” And
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thefe two words clofe Chrift’s formal fpeaks
ing to his church by revelation, and are
the laft words of a faint fpeaking in fcrip-
ture to Jefus Chrift; and therefore it will
not be upfuitable to fpeak a word of them
in the clofe of the opening of this book.
The firft of thefe words is three times in
this chapter, as verfe 17, and 12, and here,
befides other parts. And being fo often

recorded now when he is drawing near a

clofe, it is to let us fee of what concern-

ment it is, and how it fhould be imprinted -
on our hearts, feeing he that utters it fpeak-
eth and repeateth no words in vain. ‘

. That it 1§ faid, “® He that teftifieth thefe

things,” telleth it is his word that fpeaketh;

" verfe 16, . I Jefus have fent mine angel to
teftify thefe things unto you:” and verfe
18, ¢ I teftify unto every man that heareth
the words of this prophecy.” It is the
fame that is ¢ the root and offspring of
David the bright and morning ftar, Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
the Firft and the Laft:” and it is prefixed
as a commendation, to make us think the
more of this word.

"“There is then in the firft part thefe three

_ things, ‘1. A truth laid down, a promife or
prophecy that Jefus Chrift cometh. 2: The
certainty of it affertde ¢ Surely I come.”
3- The fuddennefs of his coming, 1 ¢ome
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quickly.” Firft; «1 come,” that is, To.
is on his way: he fays not, I will come,
but I come. -Although his'con
ment be not yet, neverthelels
way, and his coming is as cé
were come, and fo he fhould 1
by us as at hand. - 2, ‘*Surel
‘This afleveration is to putitout . yceo.,
efpecially being fpoken out of his mouth;
its no meffenger or midfman that fpeaketh;
but Jefus Chrift: and it was fpoken witha
bebold before, verfe 7, and 12, for the fame
- ~end: and here a furely is added, as we faid,
to put it out-of queftion, to ftop the mouths
of gainfayers, and to ftrengthen and com-
fort the hearts of his people that are long-
ing for, and fainting under the delay of
his coming. And 3. Becaufe he knoweth
there is need of prefent confolation te his
own, and that others were ready to fuf-_
pend his coming, and put the ill day far .
\gwgy, he faith, ¢ I come quickly.” '

‘Object. It may be faid, how can this be
that his coming is quickly, is there not
many hundreds of years fince this was fpo-
ken, and yet he is not come? The apolile,
" a Pet, iii. forefaw this objettion and giveth
thee anfwers to it, which- we fhall repeat.
I. ¢ A thoufand years to him is but as one
day.” 2. Though he flay, vet he is not
idle, < The Lord is not flack concerning
o 4 Qoaz -
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Lis promife, but is long-fufferiig ta us-
‘ward, net willing that any fhould periﬂl,
but that a!l thould come to repentance.’

« Heis perfetly his body, gathermg in his
funt:, making all things ready. therefore "
le is patient-to us-ward; he delayveth a
while, that he may lofe none of his ele@;
fo thatif any delay be, it is out of no negh-
gence or lazinefs, but to bring all his blef-
fed defigns about. 3. lhough he ftay a-
while, }Lt hxs coming is fo certain, that-he
would h(m.uslookmg onit asnow, ¢ The
dyy of the Lord will come asa thicf in the
nizht.””  Tlis coming will be quick that
tlie moft part will be’ furpnzed with it; and
as to the godly, it will be nmﬂous, all things
bmng readv,

Thefe words then fpeak of Cthc’s fe-
cond coming to judgment, for it is that
which is longed fJor by the faints, as that
which putteth an end to all their fh‘mts,
and bringeth a reward to them with it; to
thxs he will come, and very quickly.

The words bear out thefe doétrines. * 1.
_'That our Lord Jefus fhall furely §nd quick-
ly come to judgment. 2. The fcope and
manner of expreflion licldeth out this, that
the faith of Chrift’s quick approach to
judgment, is of great concernment, and
very uleful to believers, therefore it is fo
very often fpoken of, and repeated. 3.
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"That notwithftanding hereof, gbe faith of
Chrifl’s coming is often weak i believers,
and had need to be confirmed, therefore ig
this truth fo inculcate. Many are like thefe,
2 Pet.iii. 4 ¢ Saying, whereis the promife
-of his coming?” 4. Though many quefs
tion his coming, yet there is nothing more
certain, it is confirmed by him that teftifi-
-eth thefe things. The fcope and ufe of all
thefe will fall in under the fame thing, -
therefore I fhall fpeak of all under this ge- -
neral, That it is a'certain and fundamen-
tal truth, that our Lord Jefus fhall quickly
come to judgment; that we who now live,
fhall fhortly {ee our Lord Jefus appear vifi-
bly in the clouds.
I fhall firft clear and confirm this truths
2. Speak to the ufes of it. And 3. Clofe
- with a word of application. v
.. Firft,1fhallclearand confirm it from thefe
fcriptures that point at the certainty and
manner of his coming. 1. It is told us he
fhall come vifibly, chap. . 7. ¢ Every eye
fhall fee him, even they that pierced him.”
Matth. xxiv. 30. ¢ They fhall fee the Son
of man coming iu the clouds of heaven.”’
"The godly fhall fee him, being caught up
into the clouds to meet him; and the wick-
ed fhall fee him, and not get a hiding place
or fhelter. 2. It is holden out as exceed«’
ing glorious and powerful, Matth, xxiv.
Qo3

) -
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20, 31. * The Son of man fhall cdme in

3

the clouds of heaven, with power and grear .

glory.”  Matth. xxv. 31. ¢¢ He thall Gome
in his glory, and all the holy angels with

him, and fhall fit upou the throne of his i

‘glory.””  Matth. xvi. 27. ¢ He fhall come
in the f’lOfy of-his Father.” And this is
{fo certain; that it was known from the be-

ginning, Jude verfe 14. Enoch prophe- -

fizd, ¢- Behold, the Lord.cometh with ten
thowfands of his faints,” or miilions of his
faints: fo that this is no new, but an-old -
truth. 3. His coming is fpoken of as moft
dreadful and doleful, chap. i. 7: < All the
kindreds of the carth fhall wail becaufe of
him.”> They fhall cry to the hills, fall
upon us, and to the mounta‘ns, cover us,.

for great is the day of his wrath, and whe -

thall be able to ftand? as it is, chap vi. at
the erd.” - It is holden out as a moft com-.
fortable coming ‘to the godly, they fhall
lift up their heags with joy,: becaufe the'
day of their redemption -draweth. near.
They fhall gather together to him, to the
carcafe they “fhall flock from the eaft, weft,
north and fouth, ‘to meet the bndegroom.
All which fhew the certainty of this- truth,
of cur Lord’s coming to ]uuq'mnt
Secondly, 1 fhall clear it from thefe ferip-
tares that hold ‘out Chrift’s end in his com-
ing to judgment. 1. That all bis encinies

)
*
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_may be made his footftool, and hefffhay

. ftand laft on the earth,, Jude verfe is.
~¢¢ To execute judgment upon all, and to

" convince all that are ungodly,. of all their

T

- ungodly deeds,” and _to vindicate his glory
-.¢¢ of all'the hard fpeeches, which ungodly
finners have {poken.”” 2 Thefl. i. 7. < To

take vengeance on all that know him not,
and that have not obeyed the gofpel.” 2.

‘He will come to perform his promifes to
the godly, John xiv. 3.~18. ¢“ 1 go to

§ prepare-a place for you, and will come a-

gain, and receive’ you -unto_myfelf, that
wherel amy there ye may bealfo. AndI

~.will not leave you comfortlefs; I will come

to you.” And John xvi. 22, ¢ I will fee
Jyou agsin, and your hearts fhall rejoice.”

.. He has trifted his coming again with the

e

clofing of all their mifery, therefore adts
iii. 19, it is-called, “.the day of refrething;”*
and verfe 21. ¢¢ The times of the reftitu-

- tion of all things.” And Rom. . viii. 23,

4'The redemption of the body.”” 3. He
comes to clear many things that lay before
dark, to clear the godly of many reproach-
es and imputations lying on them, to make
them liars that has loaded .them with ca-
lumnies, to difcover hypacrites, Matth. x.
26. ¢ There is nothing covered, that fhall
not be revealed; nor hid, that fhall not

_be known,  And every one.fhall be juig:d
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actording to their works,” Rev. xx. 12,
€ And he that confefleth him before men,
he will confefs him before his Father; and
whofo denieth him now, will be denied
of him then.” Things are in fufpenfe
here, and often judgment paffeth not ac-
cording to righteoufnefs, therefore the
Lord will have wrong fentences reduced, {
and matters difcufled, and all fpots wiped
off his people. And all thefe ends being
certain, his coming to judgment mutft alio
be certain. L

Thirdly, 1 thall clear;and confirm it from -

thefe fcriptures that fpeak of the effe&s of
his coming. 1. The doleful effefts of it on
reprobates and hypocrites, fear fhall fur-
prife them, they fhall all wail becaufe of
his coming, and would fhun, it, if they
could. The fcripture, is full to this pur.
. pofe, ¢ Darknefs and anguith fhall be upor
the earth, perplexity, mens hearts failing
them for fear, palenefs on all faces, thak-
ing on all loims,” &c. A fecond effedt is,
the confummation of all things, whereof
fee the end of chap. xx, ¢ The heavens
and earth fled away.” 2 Pet. iii. 10. ¢ The"
heavens fhall pafs away with a' great noife,
"-and the elements fhall melt with fervent

heat, and the earth and the works therein
fhall be burnt up.” A third effett is, judg-
.sment and the fetting of thrones, and the
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calling and convocation of all before: him,
and fentencing all. . The fetting of judg-
ment, is a-proof of ‘the coming of the
judge. ~ A fourth effedt is, the execution
‘of the fentence, his calling of the godly
to entér into their. mafter’s joy, and his
difmiffing of the reprobate, that never ac-
cepted his offer, nor made peace with
~ him, into everlafting fire of heli; as. Matth.

_xxv. and of which we fpoke, chap. xx. at

- the end. - . S
Fourthly, We.add this word more, the
“general confent of all confciences to this
truth, and the fears that will furprife
~ wicked perfons fometimes, under the ap-
prehenfion of this judgment, which they
- ~cannot get Tmothered. Rom. ii. 15. Ic g

- <faid, the Gentiles’ confcience on the com-

miflion of fin accufe them, ¢ their con-
“fcience accufing. and excufing one ano-
_ther,” which is fpoken with a refpeét to
- judgment. The confcience will fay.to the
“inan, this and- that you muft -count -for.
And in this refpe& our Lord -Jefus has -
¢ not left himfelf without a witnels,’” as
the apotftle fpeaks, A&s'xiv. 17. -
~* "We come to the ufe of this, and it is of .
" ‘concerning ufe, ard.therefore -not in vain
- repeated and infifted on by our Lord..

Ufe 1. Vo clear and confirm this moft
fundamental point of Chriftianity, without

-
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the faith of which folks are not worthy’ to”
be called. Chriftians. It is an article of
what we call the Creed, ¢ From thence
will he come to judge the quick and the
dead.”” And the common affent that is
given to thefe articles, and that among the
reft, theweth the general affent of all Chrif-
tians unto it. : .

Ufe 2. Not only to receive this as a
truth, but feeing it is concerning a truth,.
as our Lord faith, Luke ix. 44. ¢ Let
thefe thinks fink jin your hearts:”” fo we: -
fay, let this .truth fink in your hearts.
There is no truth you would be more. in
meditation of, nor have more in your
mouth than this, of our Lord’s coming.
quickly to judgment, he is on his way.:
And we concelve, this is one of the main
ufes Chrift aims at, in repeating and grave.
l{l afferting it, that it may _%)e ferioufly
thought upon, and firmly believed, and
therefore, 1. Think on the manner and
erids of his coming to judgment, that no--
thing efcapes folks here, but they will be
called to account for it. 2. That his com.
ing will be dreadful to many, that thefe
heavens will pafs away with a noife, as a
piece of clath that _is riven fcreeds, fo to
fpeak. And 3. Think often on the fud.

ennefs of his coming, that as James ey

9. {peaketh, ¢ the judge ftandeth at t\ﬁ
- . ::i’* :'.

.,
'~
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door,” andis at hand. 4. That it is moft

* certain, which confirmeth all. And thefe
things ye" would apply in meditation to
your own condition, by thinking on his
coming to you, and calling you to a reck-
oning, and to let this go through your
thoughts frequently. '

The reafon why we comtmend to you,
to let this truth fink and give it credit, is,
becaufe of the ufefulnefs of it, which might

_be a doérine, but we take it in the ufe.
‘The ufefulnefs will appear from thefe con-
fiderations. It is exceeding ufeful, 1. For.
the fubduing of that common atheifm
that is generally in the hearts of men, Pet.
iii. 3, 4. where it is told, ¢ There fhall be
mockers in the laft times,” and atheifts,
that fhall fay, < Where is the promife of
his coming?”’ The thinking upon Chrift’s
coming to-judgment keeps the heart in
awe; and the confcience tender, and will
bid you take care what you fpeak or do,
if going over your light, of mifpending
.time, 2. It is exceeding ufeful to work

- patience under crofs difpenfations, with
which we muft meet, for Chrift faith; he .
comes quickly to put a clofe to them. 2.
It ferveth to ftir up to watchfulnefs, Rev.
xv. 13. * Behold I come as athief. Blef-
fed is he that watcheth.”” And watchful-

~ nefs is often prefled on this ground, 1 Pet.
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v. 7. ¢ The end of all things is at hand;
be fober, and watch unto prayer.” 4. It
exceedingly firengtheneth hope, and en-
courageth to wait on God.- In a word, -
there is no duty but Chrift’s coming is
made ufe of as a motive to enforce it, 2
Pet. iii. 11. ¢ Seeing .we look for thefe
things, what manner of perfons ought we
to be inall holy converfation and godli-
nefs?”” 2. There is no fin but it is an
awe-band to keep the heart from it. 3.
There is no fort of crofs but it mitigateth,
and firengtheneth, and giveth confolatien
under it; therefore there is reafon of being
more than erdinary in the exercifing 05
faith, and meditating .on this truth.

Uje 3. Yo reprove the generality of
men, profane atheiits and mockers, grace-
lefs hypocrites, and unwatchful believers.

Firft, If Chrift be coming- quickly to
judgment, what faith it to the generality
that have not the faith of this, are not
minding an appearance befcre him?.
. ‘Think not but there have been and are-
fuch fort as the apoftle Peter, chap. iii. 3,
4. fpeaks of, ¢ In the laft days fhall be
mockers, faymg, -where is the promife of
his coming?*’ And the fcripture hath not
foretold this for nought, are there not
many in our days, whofe pratice, if we.
‘compare it with the -word of God, will be
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found among thefe mockers, and fuch as
believe not. this truth? And that it is fo, -
we fhall give three fcripture evidences of it.
1. The little fear and awe of God that is
generally among men, the little refpet
men have. to judgment, the little tender-
nefs in their walk, the great fecurity and
uncleannefs in their peace, the little ftriv-
ingagainft known fin, &c. < The wick-
ednefs of the wicked faith within my heart,
there is no fear of God before their eyes:”
" fo the pradlice of the moft part faith, they
have not the faith of a judgment. When
they are in a ftrait by fea, or in ficknefs,
or fome fudden thing befalleth them, the
then thoughts of judgment will rife, but
they quickly evanifh; fo that the moft part
either fay, he will not come, or, he will
- not come quickly, and therefore take a
liberty. 2. The little preparation that is
made for his coming. If ye believed he
were coming, and for fuch ends as vye
have heard, ye would t
it.  If ye had a letter
that he were coming
would prepare for hi
have Chrift’s letter for
ing, ye do not prepare
ye believe a man, but
would pofe you, if the
“night, ¢ The Lord co
Nugmb. 1I. 2 g
LY
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ture would you be found in? Many of you
would be found napping, inany in their fin,
many fettled on ‘their lees, and 'would be
furprifed; which faith, ye believe not his
coming, or elfe that it will not be quickly.
2. The much addi@ednefs that is ‘to the
things of the world, wherein folks are
nefted. Folks take little notice of that,
1 Cor. vii. 29. ¢ This I fay, brethren, the

time is fhort. It remains, that they-that
have wives, be as though they had nonej
they that ufe this world, as not abufing
it.””  This language would be more in our

hearts, and mortification would be more

advanced, if Chrift’s coming, and coming
quickly, were believed: but this addi¢ted-
nefs to the world, like that man, Luke xii,

this building and buying, and eager pur-

fuit after thefe things, faith, that falks

have not a mind to leave them, From
this ye would confider. - r. 'That the-faith
of this is rarer than- we take it. - 2. That
Chrift will not only come, but alfo quitk-
1y, and therefore ye would be in. readi-
nefs whenever the cry is, ¢ to go out and
meet him.”> . o )

" And 2dly, As the generality of profef-
fors, fo alfo believers would be here . re=
proved, whe are fo unfuitable in their
pradtice and difpofition to his coming, are
- making fo litJe for it. - It is not, unfuits
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sble to our Lord’s coming, to be uncleat
in our condition, whether our peace be
made or nat, and whether we thall be met
of him in peace? 2. Isit not unfuitable
that we fhould be fixing ourfelves here,
as if this were our reft, not longing for,
or praying for his coming? 3. Is it not un-
fuitable to have our acquaintance to make
with him at that day? Yea, if it be not
“made now, it fhall not be made then. 4.
It is unfuitable to his coming, to be unac-
quainted with our condition, and the frame
of jour heart. ~ Is it not unfuitable 'to
_Chriftians that have the faith of his com-
ing, and their hope in it as their happinefs,
.to whom he has given the promife of it,
to be without the joy ef it, the mortifica-
“tion that floweth from it; and fo be with~
‘out the power.and ufe of it many ways?
And certainly, the nmore love is in it, and
the more it is inculcate, the more will
- your guilt be that is not minding it..
" .Ufe 4. Seeing our blefled Lord Jefus
hath faid, he cometh and cometh quickly,
_prepare to meet him, and that earneftly
and timeoufly. I fay earneftly, from the
dreadful experience, Luke xiii. of many
who came too late, ard find the door fhut.
“What I mean by preparing to meet Chrift,
I fhall take up in thefe few directions,
Pp2
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which being pradtifed, may ferve to put
you in a pofture forjt. =~
" The firlt is this, endeavour to have your
peace made with God through Chrift,
Phil. iii. 9. that ye may be found in him,
that is the firft and great thing, which will
"do your turn when Chrift comes; and it is.
that which: Peter calleth, ¢ to be found of
him in peace.” To be hid with a hill or
- mountain will not do it: your prattices
and endeavours will be to no purpcfe, if
this bargain be not made., This is it'that
is in the offer before, ¢ Whofoever will,
let him come and take of the water of life
fréely.” and Ifa. lv. 1. ¢ Ho, every one
thac thirfteth, come ye to the waters.”
‘We exhort you not to let this offer pafs,
but to yield it, and receive it. o

<dly, Not only labour tc have your
peace made, but to be fure it is made, 2
Pet. i. 10. ¢ Give ail diligence to make
your’ calling and ele&ion fure.” Know
that your faith and hope be well ground-
ed, that your confidence is fuch as will
not make you athamed: So many as are
not endeavouring thdfe two, are not in a
pofture for Chrift’s coming. It is peace
with God, and clearnefs in it, that will
give peace.and boldnefs when the Bride-
. groom’s voice is heard. Such know he is
not a ftranger, but a friend. This makes



the difference betwixt fome, that in that
day will lift up their heads with joy, and
others that will bewail becaufe of him,
"when they find that their confidence is
rooted out, and their hope blown up; for
_they had only an opinion of their intereft,
and no good grounds for it. Therefore
try how it is with you, and feek to have
all things in readinefs, the evidences of
-fan&ification, holinefs to the Lord in alk
_converfation, and a good confeience out
of a tender refpe&t to God’s command«
_ments, to bear witnefs for you. '

"~ 3dly, Seek to have a watchful frame,
which comprehendeth all the duties of how

. linefs; to have your loins girded, and your

lamps burning, not to be living fecurely,
but to be- vigilant and fober having your
affettions at home in heaven, ‘and being
mortified to the world. Folks will never

- be fpiritual, nor in a pofture for Chrift’s

coming, till their loins be girded, and they
~ be mortified to earthly defigns, and till

their lamps. be burning. Not only you
- muft have grace, but grace aing, for it
was a fault in the wife virgins that they
were fleeping when the cry was made,
 The Bridegroom cometh.”” Ye would
have faith afting, hope lively, your lovg
warnt, humility in exercife, patience, hav-
- ing its perfe&'wci)rk. And under thefe

| Pp3 o
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three I take in all thefe duties that-are cal-
led for from a- Chriftian, in reference to
Chrift’s coming. 1. To be in Chrift.
And 2. To te clear ye are.in him.  And
3+ To be in a watchful frame. This frame
and poflure will bring boldnefs and joy
with it to them that haveit, at his appear-
ing. SR A
- I fhall fpeak to the application of this in
- two weords.  And, 1. Let me fadly regret
and expoftulate -an' unfuitallencfs to this
pofture and frame,and an unanfwerablenefs
- to fuch a word as this.in us. - Was there
_ever a time when therc were fewer thoughts
. of Clirift’s coming? Do ye mind his cem-
ing that live ih your ignorance and prd- -
- fanity, that are given to tippling, lying,
-{wearing? whofe words are at random;
who not bow a knee to Gad in fecret, nor
. in your families; who have taken ona lamp
of 'a profeflion, but have no oil, meither
. are carcful for it; who never knew what
an ill nature was, mor the kindly exercife
..of grace in the heart. Know it for a cer-
tainty, there will be great oddé when
Chrift cometh, betwixt you that have enly
lamps .without oil, and thefe that have oil
with their Jamps, betwixt foolith and wife
* virgins, betwixt thefe that are prepared to
. meet him, and others that cared not for it.
How can ye think on.Chrift’s coming with

~



‘ (4s1)
comfort, who have all your work to do,
* your peace .to make; your heart unfober
and gadding, your fin unpardoned, and
. whofe temper. is carnal and fecure? The:
truth would be tetrible, if confidered, that
* Chrift comes.quickly, and it-will-be terri-
ble one day, if ye continue in that con-
dition. ' oo
2dly, Let me alfo expoftulate with be-
‘lievers that are'fallen afleep, and' have their
-lamps gone out, whofe grace is without ex-
. ercife, whofe zeal for Gof is grown cold,
who-are in a fleepy pofture to meet your
‘Lord, lukewarm and unwatchful. He
;may in his condefcending grace let you
- trim your lamps, but it will be a fore chal-
“lenge to you, that ye have given fuch way
to ‘fecurity, and that as to the thriving of
grace, there is little odds betwixt hypo-
- crites and you. This is not like the faith of
- Chrift’s coming, there is no truth more
~certain than it is, he cometh quickly. Itis
. feventeen hundred years finceit was{poken,
and there are many faints i glory fince
" that time, and if fo, he is now at the door.
The Chriftians that lived in the primitive
" times may fhame us, it wgs their ordinary
word, “ The Lord is rifen, and the Lord
-3s coming,”’ and it made them watch., And
though we be nearer his coming by fo ma-
ny hundred years, yet how unwatchful arg,’

-



we? Would it ‘have been believed, that
thefe who fhould profefs the faith of his
coming, could notwithftanding live fecure-
ly? What if there were not fuch a word of
his coming in all the Bible could ye'be
more fecure? Though ye were not to ap-
pear before him, could ye bave fewer
thoughts of his coming? And when this
word is left on record, and fo often repeat-
¢d and cometh in here as his laft word,
~fhall it have no weight with you? Letit
not be fo, take advertifement, ere long ye
fhall find the truth of it. , ' .
And therefore 'think upon a few things
for your up ftirring, to prepare and make
ready for Chrift’s coming. 1. Confider
what ye will think of all thefe lufts and
pleafures ye are now taken up with ag
Chrift’s coming. Ye that will not wang
your afternoons cracking, others that
will not want your jeer and your meck,™
others that wi?; not quit your humours,
nor the fan&ification ye imaging in your
_tippling, fome that are profane and igno-
rant negleters of prayer and family wor-~
fhip, others that reft on a form, and care
for no more. . What will ye think of your~
felves on that day? Will ye not blufh and
think fhame of it, when a reckoning ye
muft give; and will not get it fhifted?.
. 2. Ye that have more cleanly grounds:
" of diverfion, your lawful callings, your

-
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merchandife or farm, or married wife,
.your family to provide for, &c. "What

" will ye think of your enjoyments in that
day, when there fhall be neither houfe nor
land, no differénce betwixt the rich and
the poor, , the honourable -and defpifed,
when Chrift’s coming. fhall "utterly deface
this clay idol, and the fire fhall deftroy it?

" 3. ,Confider what ye will anfwer for
all thefé opportunities that ye had to make
your peace, and flighted them. Ye had
the ‘gofpel offering peace, invitations to

" make your peace, the faving knowledge
of Chrift in plainnefs, liberty to wait on -
the ordinances without interruption, no

. ?'erfecu'tion, nqr hazard ‘of banifiment, or
orfeiture for coming to the church'in your
time, and yet ye did not make ufe of thefe
opportunities, ye cared not for grace, or
did not thrive in it: and ye who_did make
ufe of them, ye might have made far bet-
ter ufe of them than ye have done. How
will ye anfwer for this at Chrift’s-coming?
Would God that from the Knowledge of
the terror of the Lord, wé could perfuade

. yo’u to think more ferioufly on it. Ye.

¢ mutft all appear before the judgment feat
of Chrift,”” and his coming will put you
eternally in an unchangeable condition. -

4. Confider what will come of all your
fhifts and excufes that ye have now to fatis

'R
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fy yourfelves and others with in that day.
‘R will not be, what have ye to fay of me?
He will make you to read athiefm and
contempt of him in your life and con-
verfation, that did not acknowledge him,
much idolatry, pride and felfifhnefs, many
omiffions and commiffions that were for- .
- gotten, when the book fhall be caft open,
and nothing was fecret that fhall not be re-
vealed. It will not be then, 1 heard many
preachings, I was not a profane mocker,
but my prayers evening and morning, fee
Luke xili. where fuch objeftions were an-
fwered with a ¢ Depart from me, I know
you not.”” If ye fay, ye had a hope of
. mercy, he will fay, ye defpifed mercy, and
will find you without among the dogs -or
liars, or fuch as loved lying. The time is
coming ‘when all your accounts will be
looked over again, and many that have
juftified- themfelves, will be unexpe&edly
condemned, and all their proofs whereby
they pleaded an intereft in Chrift, will be
- rejeCted.  Ye that fit and hear thefe things
now will one day fee them performed, and
- the door calten in the teeth of many that
~ had the lamps of profeflion, but fought for
no more. Make ready for it, for there is
not a truer word than this, ¢ Behold, I
come quickly.” Lord make as anfwerable
to_it, and fuitable to his-coming.

.
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SER M' dN S
REv. xxii. 2o.
- ----Amm. Ewven o, Come Lozp Frsvs.

HISis a furtable clofe for one that has

* been admitted to fo near fellowthip

wnh Jefus Chrift, as John had been, and
a fuitable frame to take leave of him, and _
 break of for a time that immediate and ex-
:4raordinary communion. It is a kind
word on Chrift’s fide that he faith, « I
come quickly:” and it is a hearty welcome

. on the believer’s fide, giving him a kind
xnvntauon, ¢ Amen. Even fo, come Lord
"Jefus,” A word that fpeaks out a lively

- frame, and though it be fhort, yet it fhews
forth much faith and love,. faith behevmg_
he will come, and love defiring the fulfil-
ing of the promife, and that he would
come as he hath faid, ,
That which we are now to fpeak of is

the latter part of the verfe, which whether
Joha’s words or the bride’s, or particular
believers, it is all one. "Ifthey be John’s
+. words, it is {poken in name of believ-
- exs.  If the bride’s words, it takes in John
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and all believers. If particular believers
words, it is as they are a part of the bride,
whe will give a hearty Amen to’this truth,
and what he promifeth, they turn it over:
into a prayer, and will not be long in do-
ing of it, but will take the opportunity,
and as they are defirous to have-it, they
will wreftle and long for it.
We fhall leave general obfervations, and
. come to the words as.they are knit to the
former. There are two words:prefixed to
fhewtheir earneftnefs in their fuit. 1. Amen, .
Which is not only a confent to what- is pro-
mifed, and a believing of the truth of it,
but a with and ardent defire that it may be
as it is promifed, as Jer. chap. xxviil. 6.
fpeaks, ¢ Amen, the Lord do fo, and
perform thy words.”” So this abrupt A-
mer, is not only their fetting to their feak
- to the truth of the thing, but a wilhing
and longing for it, even .as the fong of
- praife, Rev. xix. 4. ¢ Amen, Allelujah,”
that.is, there is a good reafon for i, O
that'all creatures might. praife him. So
Amen here'is, Lord we not only believe
‘thy coming, but, Lord, haften it, let there
‘be no delay of it., - R
The fecond word prefixed is, Even fo,
which is fometimes rendered, So be #, and
and fets_out believers ardent defirg to be
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at-the thing, they would have it, and fay,
" Let it be fo.

. 3dly, Their fuit is more dne&ly exprel-
fed, ¢ Come Lord Jefus,” a fhort prayer,
but with much faith and love, having in it
a ground of hope that he will came, and
an encouragement to pray that he ntay,
conte, for he is Lord and Jefus, who came
to redeem his people, and will come again
according to his promife, as Heb. ix. 28.
*¢.He was once offered to bear the fins of. -
many; and unto them.that look for him,
he fhall appear the fecond tlmc, thhout

fin unto falvation.”

The words' hold out a lively frame in
believers, a frame they fhouid be in: and
would God we were all in fuch a frame ta
hear-and fpeak of him. This being the
fum and fcope of all religion, to bring us
to a comfortable mecting with Chrift, they -
giveus thefethreedodrines. 1. That Chrift’s
fecond coming is.a moft defirable thing to
believers, nothing they welcome fooner,
no tidings fo 'flad to them. 2. When be-

 lievers are in good frame, there is no-
thing they more long and pray for. 3.
"This petition hath more than ordinary fe-
rioulnefs in .4 and wreftling in believers
tobe at it: fo@hough thepentmn be thort,
the two word? preﬁxed fhew their ferionf-
nels that prefent it.  All cometh to one
Numb IL. Qq A
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purpofe, and therefore we thall pot fpeak
of them feparately but jointly. - -

" Fir/, That Chrift’s coming is moft de.
firable to believers, -is -clear from the Old
Teftament, it was Job’s great comfort,
chap. xix. 25: I know that my Redeem.
er-liveth, and that with thefe eyes I fhall
fee him, and not another for'me; though
worms deftroy this bodys yet in my fleth .
I thall fee God, I fhall behold him,” &c.
'This is the great confolation, he hath a.
gainft all his prefent croffes and tempta-
tions; and it is generally given out as the
ground of the faints confolation, 1 Thefl.
iv. at the end, when he has been fpeaking
of Chrift’s ¢eming to judgment, and of
‘the diffotution of all things, ¢ comfort ye
one another with thefe words,” faith he,
that Chrift fhall come, and we fhall fee it.
. Sedondly, That believers,  in -a- good
frame, (whatever they may do when is a
- fit of paffion and unbelief) and when their
- grace is in- exercifé, their is nothing they
 more long and pray for, nothing they are
" more defirous of. Apd-to take in the -
= Third,” No petition wherein .they are
more ferfous, nor more frequent. It is
cleat from verfe 17, before; it is the voice
* Spirit, and. of the bride, and the voice of
the hearer. < The Spirit and the. bride
fay, Comg, And let him that heareth fay

-
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come.*”” 1Itfs on this ground that, 2 Tinu
iv. 8. believers are defenibed from this,
that they love his-appearance, and long for
it.  And-that fame apoftle, Rom. viii.-23.
‘faith, -¢¢ Evén we ourfelves which have the
firft fruits of the Spirit, groan within our-
-felves, waiting for the 'adoption, viz. the
redemption of our bodies;” like a_ fick
--man for health, or one in a prifon for k-
‘berty, or like a loving wike for her huf-
band. And the fame confiderations will
- clear believers’ defire, the ground of their
- hearty welcome, and the caufe of their
-longing for. Chrift’s coming, there being
‘nothing more interefting than thefe. ,
- 1. There is nothing more contributeth
to his honours being that which freeth:his
honour of the imputations put on it here,
~and putteth his enemies under foot; the
way of his reigning here ceafing, and he as
‘8 full conqueror entering into the pofleflion
« of all that he has bough* --+ ~=%=~ «t-
" fatisfa&ion his foul defi

- . travails, and never-till

- being in - believers a- lo
and to ‘that which may
-not that. day be withed
them, when he fhall be
Chrift? That being the
marriage, which till the

2. If we confider theft

o e
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will be made perfe@ then, the bride them
will be prefented fpotlefs, all the firft-born
will make their rendezvous, and the queen
wiil be brought into the king in raiment of *
needle-work, all the virgins following. her;;
thercfore, Rom, viile 23. it is called; the
day of believers’ redemption, becaufe their,
rcdemption is not perfected till then. .

3. If we confider all the wicked, and the
encmi=s of Chrift, believers. in .that day
they get the full victoryand giumph over.
them all, Rev. xx. 14. ¢ Death and hell,
is then caft into the lake:’” every thing that-
«fiendeth is caft out, .and Chrilt’s vitory,
and his faints victory and triumph is not
complete till that day. come. e

. 4. If we confides our own particular

condition, it is- defirable for ourfelves, it -
is the, day of our »Yarticular marriage to
Chrift, and this maketh-it to be the more
longed far, becaufe every particular be-.
liever have their intereft in it, there is then .
a divorcement betwixt them and the body
of death, they are married to Chiift, and
fhall be made like him, we fhall then fee
our Rcdeemer, and no other for us.

5. All the promifes are thén made out,
1. The promifes that relate to juilifica-
tion, for believers juftification thall then
be declared openly.andjudicially, they thall.
be freed from the guile of fin, and all the
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éffe@ts of it. 2. The promifes of fandifica.
tion fhall then be perfetted, the body that
tas fown in corruption, fhall be raifed in
incorruption; it was fown in dithonour, it
is raifed in glory; it was fown in weaknefs,
it is raifed in power; it was fown a natural
body, it is raifed a fpiritual body; .that
body that bare the image of the earthly
Adam, fhall bear the image of the heaven.
ly, &c. 1 Cor. xv. g42~4g#* This cors
- ruption fhall put on incorruption, and this
mortal fhall put on immortality.”  And
Phil. iii. 21. ¢« He fhall change egur vile
bodies, and-make them like unto his own
glorious body;’’ our bodies are not fo muchi
vile for their natural form, as for original
corruption that fticketh unto us. 3. The
promifes of confolation are then perfected,
~ ¢¢ Where he is there fhall his fervants be.””

He fhall then fay, ¢ Come ye blefled of
my Father, inherit the kingdomj” come,
faithful fervants, enter into the joy of your
Lord and mafter. 4. The promifcs of free-
dom-from croffes arethen perfeGted. " In
this life believers are fubje to perfecution,
and have no full freedom from fin, and
while fin is in them, the crofs attendeth
'th'er;x; but then there fhall be mo more
curfe, no more crying, nor complaining,
the fecond coming of Chiift brings abfg-

\\\ . o - ’ri
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lute freedom fxom fin, and all the eﬁ'c&s
of it.

Lafily, The promifes of glorxﬁcauon, the
conforming of us to.his image, the placing
of us on the throne, the fouls and bodies
- of all the elett, united together, and en-
tered in poffeflion of glory, to. have rooms
among them that ftand by, to eat and
drink with him in his kmgdom, all thefe,
and whatever we can think on that tendeth .
to believers comfort, and much more 1§
perfeéted there.

2. Asthe promifes, fo all the propheﬁos

of the glory of God, of his vittory. over . -

enemics, of his calhng in his 3ncient peo-
. ple, &c. fhall then be accomplifhed: that
day puts an end to all prophefies, all that
is in part is then done away, "when that
which is perfe& is come, °
The perfc&mg of believers, Imean
all of them together, and in foul and body,
is fully done in that day, when their fhall
be no darknefs upon their underftandings,
but they fhall’ fee-the incomprehenfible
God fo far as they are capable, and is as
meet for them to comprehend him, to the
encreafe. of their wondering and.admira-
tion,. and for a foundation to their praife
without any miftake, all infirmities bemg
then done away. .
4. That time putteth an end to all inter-

’
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vening ordmances, there fhall be no mare
prc:achmg nor prayer, no more hearing of
preaching, nor reading of fcripture, nor
.coming’ to the church, .the' Lord is the

“temple, andrthe light of the higher houfe, -

-and there is'an immediate enjoying of him,
' _Whlch fwalloweth up the need of all i mter-
vening means. And,

5- In a word, there is no more nme,

~and under time we comprehend all that is

_fuitable totime, and is under time, death

changeth_diftance with God, croffes and.

perfecutions, all that.is 1mperfc& being
the appendlcles of time, there is nothing
then but what is unchangeable, and in the

~ higheft degree perfeCt; and all thefe ac-

companying, Chrift’s coming, and bring-
ing believers confolation to the height, is 1t
any wonder his coming be defirable and
longed fet by them? .

Taking this then for a granted truth,
that there i nothing more lovely to a be.
liever, nor more defirous nor more longed
and prayed for by him when heds in'a good
frame, we come to make cur ufe of it.

And firft, It is 2 mark to try a lively
frame by, for if it be true ‘that believers
are not right when they are not in frame,
and if it is an evidence of the bride being
in a lively frame, that fhe fays, ¢ Even fo,

come Lord Jefus,” then believers are ina -~
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right frame, when they can, on good

unds put up this prayer, when they de-
gr!: and long for, and wreftle in prayer for
his coming. - For clearing of this ufe, we
fhall fpeak a word er two of three things,
to prevent miftakes. 1. To clear what I
underftand by a good or lively frame. 2.

‘What are the charaters of a right or folid _

defire after Chrift’s coming. 3. A word
for anfwering fome objeétions of believers.

For the firft, a right frame for Chrift's
coming, and wherein believers defire his-

coming, is, in fhort, this. S '

" 1. When believers are clear in their
intereft. 2. When they-are aing and
exercifing their faith, love and hope, when
‘it is thus with- them, it is impoffible but
they will be longing to have theit love
fatisfied 'in enjoying ‘and. delighting in the
objel of their faith and hope: and a feri-
ous defire for Chrift’s coming, is a com«
panion of ‘this frame, and it is impoffible
others can defire his coming, for they have'
him to look for as an enemy. And bes
lievers cannot defire his coming, if they be
out of the exercife of grace, for then they
‘are under ground of challenge.

For the Fecond, the characters of a right
defire after Chrilt’s coming.” 1. It is ac-
companied with a good frame, take never
that for a right ‘defire of Chrift’s coming,

b
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“that proceedeth not from peace with God *
on goed, grounds, . and from the exercife
of faith and love in the heart.. It is but
' profane, athelfm that dare fay, “ let the
Lord:.come,”  and looketh.not into the
" héart, to deg if it be in a fit paftyre for his
coming. 2. A right and folid defire of

Chrift’s coming,. takes in all that accoms
panieth, his commg, as that Chrift would
perfec his faints, that antichrift may comq
down, and the Jews may be called in.. As
it defireth that Chrilt may come for its
own good, fo it defireth that all thefe things
may be performed in their new order. So
that it is a rational and fubmiflive defire
waiting for thefe things that concern his.
konour. 3. Where aright defire is there:
will be a defireof halening all thefe things.
before his coming, that the bride may be
made ‘ready, . the old covenant. renevked
betwixt hin and his people; and antichrift
brought down, and it dare not preci-
pitate nor, half . his coming. 4. Wherea
. right defire is, there will bea fer:ous pre--
paring for his coming, that it may, be found
of him in. peace, and in.its ftation endea-
vouring to make others ready with itfelf,
2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 1 have fought a goqd
fight, I have finithed my courfe hencetoreh-
there is laid up for me'a crqwn of Tighte-.
oufnefs, which the Lord the righteous judge .

L.
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fhall give unto me; and not to me only,
but-to all that love his appearing,” and
. wait for him in the manner that I have done,
¢ [ defire to be with Chrift, which is belt
of all;"” yet he qualifieth it, ¢ Neverthelefs,
te abide in the fleth; is more needful -for
ow.’”’ Say mot that ye love and:long for -
hrift’s coming, your confcience beareth
" you witnefs, that were he.coming, you
would fear it. .5. Right longing has a fober
and diftin& meditation of his coming, ‘that .
the heart warmeth with love to it, and fet-
" teth oneto pray for it, ¢ Let thy kingdom
come,” which is:perfefted at Chrift’sfe-
eond coming. This longing is attended
. with praying for Chrift’s coming, from the
advantage that cometh by it, and from the
defire it has to enjoy him, that it may be
~ free of fim, dnd bear his his image, -2 Cot.
iv. Not fo much to be ‘uncloathed, . 3
cloathed upon, not to be'freed of croffes,
- Or to get a carnal revenge of enemies, but
- for the believed good that is to be gotten
by it, to enjoy him, and fee Chrift honout-
. ‘ed before all the world; hence right defires
- put up-this fuit, < Come, Lord Jefus.””
.-~ For the third, to fpeak a word to fome
objeétions of believers who may think this

- . bard; and indeed it may be hard to them

- that neveg knew what it was to-be prefling
~-out ‘fuch-v‘a- word as this, ¢ Come Lord
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Jefns", but have been rafther afraid to
think or hear of his comng, and there are
two ‘or three forts of thefe. -
.. T.. Such dsare in an- unfuitabte frame:
this will prove:them fot to.be in a pofture
meet for: Chrilt’s .coming, and that they
are fallen from their watchfulnefs, their
faith js not ading and their love is' not
lively; yet it will not prove that they are

. mot believers, nor that they love not Chrift’s

- -coming: even as a ‘wife may love her-huf-

band’s coming home, but becaufe there are

fome things wrong in the houfe that fhould

tbe righted, fhe defireth not-his coming as

wet, till the get them righted; but an uni-

- werfal carelefinefs is not good.
2. There are others that would fain havé
him coming, but they fear their peace is
not-made, they would fain be clear tiey
.are friends with him, and be in a better
«frame ere he come.. Here there is nota
fcarring at Chrift comming, but a defire to
be in a better pofture for his coming: thete
.is a fear for fomething in themfelves, and
yet a defire: that he may eome, and thefe

- amay well ftand together; even as:the wife
‘that would fain have her hufband at home,
and is praying for it, yet fhe findeth fome-
thing not right, which fhe would:fain have
have righted, and then fhe would welcome
him gladly: and this fear flows from fome .~
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refpet and kindly reverence to hiim, know-
ing that every pofture is not fuitable for
him.

. A third fort are thefe that have love to
Chrift and-his coming, but think nothing
of it, it is fo little, and this makes them
afraid of his coming; they are convinced
that Chrift’s company is {o defirable, that
they would chufe it before any thing, but
their love is not as it fhould -be. * And we
think this thould excite in all an endeavour

to have their love more freth and- fervent,

So if the ufe be taken right, itwill not be
difcouraging, slthough it-fhould warn a-
~ gainft fecurity, neither does it firengthen
the prefumptuous that have neither faith
" in Chrift, nor lovj to him. -

UJe fecond, of ¢ifcovery and reproof, if
it be an evidence of a good frame to long
for Chrift’s coming, it muft be an evidence
of a bad frame, when Chrift’s coming is
not valued, when there is no longing for
it, and the heart leaft defirous to hear of
it; but if folks could have an eternity be-
twixt Chrift and them, they would chufe
it. Is it the frame or language of the Spirit,
and the Bride, that faith, ¢ Come, l.ord

Jefus,”” and our heasts faith go? This cer-

tainly -is an evidence of a bad frame in
believers, and in others of want of love,
- where love to, and longing for Chrilt’s
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coming is altogether neglefed. Is there
not ground -to reprove: us that live in this
time, for want of this frame of longing for
- Chrift’s coming?d would here {peak a word
“.to thefe three. 1. To fome evidences of
this ill frame. 2. To fome caufes of it.
3. To the unfuitablenefs of it in all, efpe-
cially in believers. )

- Fir/t, The evidences that we are not
longing for Chrift’s coming.  And, 1. I,
‘would pefe you, if an habitual diftemper,
~ that your fpirits are moft fubjeét to, be not-
a rife evil, that is, never to mind Chrift’s
‘coming, never to pray or long for it.
What prayers have been put up for it? Hag.
.there ever been any groans berwixt God™
and you, for haftening his coming? Lay it
- to your confgience, and if this evidence be
‘not clear, you -may be judge, A

2. Tryif the thoughts of his coming be

not terrible, or at lealt werfh and uncom-
fortable to you, and whether the fear of
- death and judgment doh not mar other
confolations, and the foul would never go
-out to meet him, but is haled out, it yield- .
eth not to him freely, that is another evi-
-dence that ye are not in 2 good frame for
Chrift’s comi . I

" A third evidence is, folks little preparing
- for his coming, and haftening to meet him,
as the word is, 2 Det. iii. 12, ¢ Looking

Numb. II. R r ,’
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for and haftening unto- the' coming of the
Yord,” that when he comieth; theré: m
be no more ado ‘but ro clofe with' him; - to
be tranfporting the beft half to-him, cons
verfing with him; and while' lie-cometls not
to us, to be much with how litcle
of this 'is' among u
more Trife than me
refped to his con
- affe&tions on things
" have their peace m
clear, or to walk fo-as no guarreis may -ne
betwixt Chrift and them? Would any think
that a woman weré defirouSof ler hufband’s
home-coming, that were ribt making ready
for him, nor labouring' to havethings in
right order when he gomes? ST
" A fourth evidence is, little praying; or
endeavouring by prayer, and other means,
to advance thefe things that go befare his
coming, the enlargement of his kingdom,

* the bringing down o_f antichrift, the adorn-
ing of the bride: where this is negledted

" it telleth folks coldrifenefs. If there were
a love to Chrift's coming, his kingdom
would go neat you, and ye would be mare
public-fpirited, -and not fo felfifb; a felfith
amind will never defire his coming,. -

. ATifth évidence is, exceeding addicted-
nefs to the things of the world; thefe that
have not in their heart quit the world,
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defire not his cothing.© And T think there
_ was never-a time when the world had more
of . folks hearts, the great fecurity and much
temparizing: that is among us, telleth how
much weare wedded to it, and refolute on
. ity and-it-fajth,; we have.no defire of his
. ‘corning,+ The Theflalonlans were upon one
-extreme,. carélefs, and would not ‘work,
"2 Thefl. iits 10 .And we are upon another

extreme; of addictednefs to the world.
- Secsndly; Fhe caufes of this evil, or the
‘reafons - why ' Chrift’s coming is fo little
Jonged for; are thefe, . .- . . .. .~

- 1. Litthe faith: of the great advantages
-that accompayty his coming, it {¥not be« -
lieved that his appearing will be fo glag
. and adwvantageous, and fo'full of happi

that at the diffolation of all thefe thinks
‘there will be-a full viGtory.gver all enemie3,
. no {in nor forrow any mofe o .beli

there.is 4 faintnefs in the faith of beli

~that marreth ‘the longing -for his co

2. As there is little.cleaznefs in the ge
- fo far lefs is there a particular appli
-of the faith of Chrift’s appearing for
glory and happinefs. And while fou
under doubts whether they will get
. of Chrift at his appearing, they canno
for it: but were folks clear in their ins
- and that all the promifes will be perfc
to them at his coming, they would be
. - R r.2 ,
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more longiog for it.: Folks little defire of
Chriit’s comning, telleth their confidence s
rather fecurity than true peace: for; is it

poflible, if Chrillls-coming were believed,

and your intereft in it, but your foul-weuld
cry out,  When fhall the.day daws, ‘when'
he fhall rent thefe heavens and come down*?*:

There . would be a longing to- be throngh-

time, and a holy impatience at the mifgiva’

ing of any thing ye thought might lengthen- °

his {tay. . 3. Folks fettling here, as if their’
relt were here, they hereby declare, that

they piace pot their--heppines in! Chrift’s’
fecond coming, but.are {aying, *“ Who will

thew us any good, and it is good for s to
be here?”” They hive fome defign abeut
xtts,. and would have thae

Chrift come, and:therefore

his' coming; not confidering

: moift neble defign, afd that |
for Chrift’s eoming layeth*
better portion to them and:
than all their attammnients in’

e faith .of Chrift’s coming,
acing their. happinefs in it,
1 their defires after it; if folks
‘his veflel, it would be longed

e experience. of  his coming

:nfible intimations and mam-
Jds Spirit and prefence; were

their intereft, and frequent -




} ( 461 }
in communion with him, they would be
faying with old Simeon, ¢ Now letteit
thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine .
eyes have feen thy. falvation”’ " S
. Whep: there are frefh proofs of “Chrilt’s
fweetnefs, and views of his excellency got-
* ‘ten, thére will be longing defirey of imme-
diate enjoying' of -him:- and’ little of this, .
makes little crying out for the living God,
~_or for appearing-before God; ye tafte not
- that the. Lord is gracious, elfe ye would
lopg forit. 1f.ye would tafte and fee'how
good he is; if yé had a little experience of
the ravithment of his fweetnefs, ye would
fay, when a tafte of him is fo deleGable,
" fweeter than honey and the-honey-comb, .

.as hid manna, what muft the fall harveft

the arles is fo fweet? And tis;would make
you long for his coming, as 'ﬁ:sii;xg.'
From thele caufes may be gathered ‘thé
" _means to keep the heart in 3 good frame
for his coming. - o ,
The third thing, is, that this is moft
unfuitable to all, and efpecially to belizgrs, :

and compleating of - the: baﬁ;ﬁ; be, when’

that there thould be fo little longingghnd
defire for Chrift’s toming, fo little praying
for it. I may leave-it on you to judge, is
it fujtable to the great advantages we pro~ °
fols to expe& by his coming, or the faith
*.of them? Is it fuitable to the many promifes
' Rr3 :

. ) , ) r,f
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" we havé, and our profeflion of the right

we have to them, not to defire the fulfilling
of them? No fooner doth Chrift ptomife,
but as foon John; or the bride here, has

" an echo for the -fulfilling of it - Is it fuit-
“able to Prpfefs love to Chrift] and yet not
“défire union with him, and the full coming

of his kingdom? And is it not unifuitablé to
what he has done to make way for his fe-
cond coming? He came in the form of a

_ fervant, and did and fufféred what he &4,

and fuffered to make way for his coming,
to take believers to glory. "Muck wéaknefs
of faith, want of love, uncertdinty of hope,
difrefpe& and want of tegard to Chrift may
be read out of this frame: - “The prémife is

~ not improven, and we kndw not what it is -

to be comforted in'it: - :
Ufz third. To ftir us up to this as a: duty

‘cdlled for from us, and as a frame'that is

requifite to be ferious in defiting, longing,

_and praying for ‘Chrift’s coming, aod im.

.

proving what goes aleng with -it. “That

‘which we would prefs, 'is, - '
1. That your love may be¢ towards it,

that ye may never rife nor ly down at night,

but your defires may be venting this way.
2. “Fhat ye ‘wauld be putting up more

“prayers for it. 'We conceive this may be

a caufe of his delay, and of the delay of
many things that are to go before it, little
diligence in praying for it, and thefe things

~q order 1o it,
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3. We would recommend to you, to bé
more ferious in longing, and praying for
it, as that wherein our Lord’s henour cog-
filteth, and the thriving of his kingdom,

- and whereby we evidence a kindly {ympa-

thy with our Lord; and do pot content

- yourfelves to pals it over with a dry wifh,

‘And for your upflirring to it, confider, .
that it is here holden forth as a_frame of
heart that is fpiritual, ¢ The Spiritand the
bride fay, Come:”’ yea, in fome fort, it is
helden forth as the believer’s duty, And

'i, 1 would lay it upon you, as ye would evi-

dence yourfelves native branches Gf this
ine, and members of the body, whereof
he is the head, and a part of his bride, fay,

Lome Lord Jefus. - .

Ufe fourth. Itis grodnd of notable con-

. folation to believers. Is it not great ground

of confolation that our Lord hath faid and
confirmed it, ¢ That heis coming, and that
he is coming quickly?”” Many dark words

_ are in this book, but this is clear, he faith,
- ¢ He cometh quickly to judge the world,
¥ to raife your bodies, to make up the union

,bctwi.xt him and them, to folemnize the
anarriage, to bring,__.you to the wedding,

- that love his appearing;” and all that ye

havi‘ heard fpoken of it, fhall be made
good. . L
.~ Ufe 5. The clofe of all is, Chrift’s fpeak-

.
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ing a word as his drawing to an end, verfe .
28i> < He that teftificth thefe things, faith . .
furely, 1 come quickly.” It is he that
fpeaketh, verfe 16—18. that teftifieth thefe .
things, and that which he faith is a promife,
or prophecy of Chrift’s coming, and of -
the certainty and fuddenty of his coming. .
to judgment. 2, And the laft.words -of '
the verfe are an hearty and warm welcome,
that John in the name of all believers, or
the bride giveth to this truth, promife, or
prophecy of the coming of the Lord; Amen;
not only let it be {8, but I with, and long, -
and pray that it may be fo, even fo, ar, fo ;
be it, Come, Lord Jefus, as thou hait pro-
mifed. ,

~‘There is here then a promife made, which
John turneth up to God in a moft fervent -
fupplication, not only for himfelf, but for
the whole church of Chrift alfo, upon the
hearing and confideration of this, that -
Chrift is to come again and receive believ-
ers to himfelf, that where he is, there they
may be alfo: fuch ejaculations of the foul
will often interrupt the thoughts and dif-
courfes of thofe who are in the faith of be~ .
ing found of him in peace-at his appear-
ance, the lively apprehenfion of what they..
do expect at the day when they (hall {ee
him as he is, produceth fuch a {weet>com-
placency in it, and ftirring of heart to be. -

e
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pofleffed of it, that there muft needs follow
fuch ardent defires after as will almoft pre..
vent all deliberation: for, excellent objeéts,
have fuch an amiable afpe& upon the foul, .
and attraftive power over the heart, that
it moft 'willingly yieldeth. up itfelf, and as
if it were all compofed of defires, it breath-.
ed forth nothing but earneft wifhes after a
nearnefs and infeparable conjunétion with
‘that objet.” Now, what can be propofed
to the immortal foul like this, to hear
Chrift fay, ¢ behold I come quickly?”’

* Truly the apprehenfion is at a ftand, in un-
folding that bleffednefs which is included
in this one fentence, it goeth beyond the
reach of a created underftanding to fearch
it out unto perfe@ion; for eye hath not
feen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered
into the heart of man to conceive what is.
‘hereimported. And therefore no wonder tp
fee it draw fuch a holy heart forcibly after
it, breathing out all t¥1e way fuch. a defire,
¢ Even fo, Come Lord Jefus, come quick-
ly,” asif his heart intended by this with
to anticipate that day: but becaufe he knew
the bride was not yet made ready, and
- that there was a long tra&t of fime to in-
tervene betwixt the giving of this promife
and that day wherein the marriage of the
Lamb fhall be folemnized, when he fhall
bring her unto the king all glorious with-

-~
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in, in clothing of wrought Id, and rai-
ment of needle work, “with tﬁ\m’gms her
companjons that follow her, that they may
enter the king’s' palace, to be’ with “him
there forever; becaufe he knew, that be:
fore this there were many fad emiérgents
and fearching difpenfations to be met with;
fuch wjnds to 'blow as fhould overblow
every one who was not blafted with the
Fra’ce of God, fuch falfe do@rines tobe
pread as would carry’ about ‘every -one
whofe heart, was not. eftablifhed by grace,
fuch deceivers privily bringing ifi damnable
herefies, that if it were poffible thé very
ele&t fhould be deceived, fo many duties
to_be done, and fo .much- affliion to be
fuffered, as were impoffible to be perform.
ed and borne without the affiftance of fpe-
cial grace, therefore as’ the conclufion of
the whole, verfe laft, he’ defireth ¢ that
the grace of the Lord-Jefus Chrift may
be ‘with them all,” as that which by s
fenfible prefence “or -fupporting influ-
ence, would carry them through whatfo- -
ever they might meet with; for there is no
difficulty fo great which will not evanith
and difappear before his grace; and agra- -
cious than’i§ able to do and fuffer all things
" through Chrift - that ftrengcheneth him.
This grace is indeed the one thing neceflary
to make ' man carry creditably for the gof-
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pel, and comfortably t6 himfelf in all cafes
that may be incident: he who is ftrength-
“ened by the might of his gracein the inner
man,. will be ftedfaft and immoveable, al-
ways aboundingin the work of the Lord.
And’ therefore'it is wonder, that one who

‘was feen, in the concerning events which
fhould fall out till Chrift’s fecond cuming,
did wrap up all his defires for the faints
with an Amen, in this one with,. The

L grace of our Lard Jéfus be with you all.””

~ The very pulfe of a holy foul beateth ftill
- this way,. his temper may be known by the
ordinary unconftrained and habitual defires
of his heart: lét others wifh to themfelves
and their friends what they pleafe, that
which a holy man wifheth to himfelf, and
thofe whom he loveth beft is this, that the
grace of Jefus Chrift may be with them; -
ke would have his own defires, with ?e
* defires apd endeavours of every man elle,

terminate upon this. . .. |

- Laply, Know ye that flight Chrift’s
coming, that are not preparing and long-
{ing for it, ye mar yourfelves of much com-
fort, your lofs is great here, for ye want
the comfort that cometh by the promife of
his coming; and your lofs thall be unfpeak-
able hereafter, when ye fhall be fhut from
bis prefence eternally, Luke xxi. 26~~28.
Thefe two are put together, and Chrift’y
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coming in the middle, *¢ Mens’ hearts fail-
ing them for fear, and for"lookmg after
thefe t‘nngﬁ tizut are coming.”” But {peale-
ing to thic diluiples, and in them to all be-
lievers, Lo hith < When thefe things

come to pais, thren look, and lift up your

heads; for your redemption draweth near,*’
your T npincds thall then be compleated.

Sidng then it is the language of the Lord, -

k24

¢ Buhold I come quickly;”” and the lan-
guage of the Spirit, and the bride,of John,
and all bdmvers, ¢« Even fo, come Lord
Jefus.” © All ‘of you endeavour fuch a
frame, -as ye may join in that petmon on
on gcod grounds. '

And 2dly, Let your hearts clofe, and
pive a L.uty echo to that word, « I
- cume gaizkly,” cut of love and longvng
for his commg, and fay, ¢ Amen. Even
fu, come Lord Jefus’”” And evenfo, het
him come quickly. = Amen.
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