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The Unsearchable Riches of Christ — by James Durham

Dedicatory Epistle and Preface
. The Great Danger of Unworthy Communication (1 Corinthians 11:29)
. The Great Sin of Not Discerning the Lord's Body (1 Corinthians 11:29)
. Gospel-Preparations are the Strongest Invitations (Matthew 22:4)

. Gospel Privileges Oblige to a Gospel Conversation (Philippians 1:27)
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5. The Necessity and Excellency of a Conversation in Heaven (Philippians 3:20)

6. The Best Wares at the Lowest Rates, or, Grace's Market is for the Moneyless (Isaiah 55:1-3)
7. After God Speaks Peace, Turn Not Again to Folly (Psalm 85:8)

8. To Amend an lll Condition, Make Sure Covenant With God (Jeremiah 50:4-5)

9. Right Covenanting With God, a Business of the Greatest Concern (Jeremiah 50:4-5)
10. Heart Melting is a Good Frame for Covenanting With God (Jeremiah 50:4-5)

11. We Should Stir Up Ourselves to Covenant With God (Jeremiah 50:5)

12. To Keep Covenant With God, Adhere to Him by Faith (Jeremiah 50:5)

13. Through Christ's Blood Alone is the Remission of Sins (Matthew 26:28-29)

14. Believers' Sweetest Communion is With Christ in Heaven (Matthew 26:29)
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To all Chriftians ferioufly purfuing Conformity uiito
Chrift, and panting after Communion: with God in
him: Particularly the Inhabitants of the Ciry of
Glafzow, that are fuch: And in fpecial, to Mrs.
Durbam, the famous Author’s worthy Reli&t and
my Sifter-in-law, who hath had a fingular Care\ to
.preferve her deceaft Husband’s LeCtures and Sermons, -
that they might be made forthcoming for the publick
Ufe and Edification of the Church.” - -

Dear Friends, , N )
D A M ininnocency and integrity was in a fate of
perfe& friendfbip awith God, of beautiful conformi~

g ty to bis image, and of [weetly comfortable coms

muhion with bim : But, alas! be contivued very
fbort time in that excelleny flate; for the entving in of fin, by,

bis tranfgreffing the law dnd condition of the covenant of -

Works, quite brake ?ﬂ' the friendfbip, utterly disfigured and
defaced the conformity, and alogethcr intersupted and put &
fop to the communion ; be baving thereby run bimfelf and bis
Pofierity under a forfeituve of that defirable fate, and of all
the precious privileges annexed to it ; under which bimfelf and
they bad lien tternally, bad not God in the depth of bis infi-
wite aifdom, and in the éxceeding and unfearchable rickes of.
grace and mercy, devifed and found out-a way for taking off
that forfeiture, by fending his Son, made of a woman,
: : A 2 : ' mads
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‘iv . . The Epiftle Dedicatory

qnade under the law, to redeem them that were under the
law; awho accordirg to the covinant of vedemption, treated
and tranfalled, finally concluded ‘and agveed betdixt Jehovah |
and bim, baving made a ‘moff coffly, but a moft complete,
[atisfaltion to pravoke “divine juftice for the debt of the eled
in whafe voom, for that end, be did furrogate and [ubfitute
bimf-If, as their Surety asid Gautioner, bath ve efiablifbed the
friendfbip, roflored the comformity, and recovered the com=
munion: Of which’ glad tidirgs of great joy, publicaticn is

made in the preached gufpel ; tke tibermacle of the ordinances .

awhereof is veaved up amongit men, that thereby God the.
Lord may dwell amoug them ; thefe ordinances in their infli=
sution and mature being means of communion and fellow bip

betquixt God and men :  Amongst awbich divinely ij?;/?itutzd or- .

" dinances, that of the Liord’s fupper beareth exprefly the namé
-of the Communpion, becaufe often apd ordinarily the greateft
meafures and bighefl degrees of communion with God in Chrift,
aitainable by fojourning and militant [aints bere on earth, are
on at In the participation of that erdinance; the great pledge
and love-token of our dying Lord’s deareft vefpet to bis dif-
ciples and followers, calling and obliging them, in the ufs
thereof, 10 4 folemn commemoration of bim and of kis Iove,
and to a publick and avouched declaration bf bis death till be
‘come again 2 Therefore is-it beyond all oth'r gofpel-ondinances,
“as it were, railed about with fuch injunéd.ons, cautions, and
ewarnings, with [fuch terrible threatwings, with Juch intima-
Jions of attrocious guilt, and with fuch denunciations of for-
midable judgments againft unworthy communicants, thunders
and lightnings (as it were) being [poken againft fuch, The
defirable deceafed- Author of thefe few following Sermons
preacbed at Communions, ufed at fuch Occafibns to emdea=
-wour, through grace, to roufe and work up bimfelf to fuch
a divinenefs of frame, as very much [uited the [piritual flate.
and majefly of that ordinance, greatly foaring left bimfelf,
or any of the people to whom be difpenfed the fame, (bould fall
under the grievous guilt of the body and blood of the Lord :
Then, in a manner, kis face fbone, as being in the pount
of communion and fellowfbip with Ged; and, at fome of thofe
folemn and [weet occafioris, be fpake fome eway as a man
that bad been in beaven, commending Fefus Chrift, makin

& glorious difplay s of. the banner of free grace, bolding for;
» ' . 17




. and Prefatory. v
the ricbes of it very clearly and convingingly; and bringing
the off:ss thereof very lowg, wonderfully low ; fo that, in bear-
‘ing fome of thofe fermons, pavticularly that on Marth, 22. 1

Wwas made to think, ‘that the rope or cord of the offer of falva-

‘tion awas let down apd bung fo low to” fiuners, that tkofe of -

the loweft flaturé among(t them ail, tho" but as Pigmeys,’

might kave catcht kold of it, awbo, through grace, bad any mind

-  dodo fo; and fo bome, fovebemently and urgently preffed,

" om fo faweet and eafy terims to be embraced, thas [ bave bees
fometimes ) .1de to awonder how the bearers could refufe or [Bift

them 2 - But there is mo faving belief of this veport made by .

the propkets, apoftles, yea, or by blefJed Fefus bimfelf in bis
own perfonal minifiry, but where the Arm of thé Lord is
revealed ; no man can or el (invite, befeech and perfwade

N

Who will, if 1t were mot only men, but even amgels) come -

10 the San, except the Father that fent -him draw him:
Tbere is no moving beve, awitkout a pull of omnipotency ; moné
Are noy can be willing to yield sbemfelves to Chriff, till the
day of his power pafs on tbeir bearts ; till then, they will fit
the mofi preffing calls of the gofpel, but them they can fit no
longer, they muf, they will rife then, and run_ after bim ;
they will then (as the cvord- fignifies) make a free-will-
oftering of themfeives to bim, bowever inexbortable and in-
Jlexible they bad (beaed themfelves before ; they will then make
. an abfolute ‘entive, wniverfal, wumexceptioned and ivveverfible
Jurrender and vefignation of themfelves to bim, ‘to be at bis dif~
Pofe, 30 be guided and faved by bim'in bis own way, [ know,
15e remembrance of  thofe communion-fabbatbs, high fab-
baths, and other ordinary [abbaths and week-days, wherein
you fifier, and other [-vious f[eckers of God in Glafgow in par-
ticulur, heard the joyful found, walked i the light of
God’s countenance, and rejoiced in his name all the day,
living in a boly crowd of precious gofpel-ordinances,  and havs
ing; as it weve, the beavenly manna q(' the gofpel falling
labundantly absut your camp every day, making you think
. and fay, "That it was good to be there, is this day fweet
and faveyry to you, and belps you, in a good;meafure, to kecp
up a_fuitable and dud efecsts of fellowpip and communion
@with the Father, . and with his Son Fefus Chrift, “awhich is
commended and ind-aved to your fouls, and to the fouls of others
of the Lord’y people, by the choicey vare,¢xcelient and nane-
. Tt A ST sk



vi " The Epifle Dedicatory.
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Juch nature and properties of it ; it being found by you all, prie
vileged with admiffion to the enjoyment thereof, in your expe—~
vience, to be, Firt, moft real, and no chimerical fancy, or
4 thing that batb no being but in the deluded imagination of
dbe perfor; And truly ( faith the apoftle John, 1 Johmr. 3.)
our fellowthip is with the Father, and with his Son Jetus
Chrift. [t bath moft veal (ffeéls, tho' [piritual; gracious
fouls being more lively affelled wwith them, than their very ex-
ternal fenfes are by the vareft and moft vemarkable objodds 2
And mo doubt, the move [pivitual any thing is, it hath in it the
greater reality, and workesb the more powerfully and efficaci-
oufly, It is uncontrvertible, and quite vemoved from all
veach of vational dehate, that God is the greatef veality ;
and, by proportion, communion with God, wbhereby uc.'tnji
and cloffeft approacbes are made to bim, muft be very veal 3
Marvellous are the effets of this communion, and that your
fouls know right well, as the Plalmit fpeaketh, Pfal, 139.
14. in anotber cafe. Secondly, It is an awful fellow(bip,
and full of dread; it impreffeth the foul with a deep, yet kind-
Iy, veneration of the glorious majefly of the great and boly God,
who (as it is faid, Pfal. 89. ver. 7.) is greatly to be feared
in the aflemblics of his faints (gwbere they are admitted ta
fellow/bip with bim) and to be had in reverence by all that
are about him. When Jacob was admitted to very mear
communion with bim, Gen. 28, be fajth, ver. 16. Surcly

. the Lotd is in this place, and I was not aware : And ver. 17.

it is [aid of bim, tbat he” was afraid, and faid, How
‘dreadful is this place | this is nope other but the houfe
of God, and this is the gate of heaven. Familiavity bere
breeds no contempt, mor is it waited with any megled or for-

etfulnefs to keep due difiance. Thirdly, It 'is a decply
{)umbling, and bolily feif-debafing fellcufbip; as appears in
Abraham, Gen, 18, who being, as God’s fpecial friend, ad-
mitted to talk with bim at an unufual and extraordinary vata
of familiarity, yet interlines (as it awere) bis difcourfe, al-
moft in every period of it, with deeply felf-debafing acknow-
ledgments of bis being but duft and athes, and deprecatings of
God's anger for bis taking upon bim te [peak to bim, betawixt
svbom and bimfelf there was: fo infinitely vaft a difproportion.

" 8o the propbet 1faiab, awhen be bath.that gloricus vefion of the

yrajefy of Gody Chap. 6. and bears the {craphims, thofe
I : : purely
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' - and Prefatory. : vii
purely intelle@ual creatures, baving their faces covered with
their auings, as not being able to bebold the brightnefs of
the glory of the mofi abfolutely perfelt bolinefs of God,

erying, in ~a tranfport o£ admiFation, eachb to another,

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of hpfts, the earth is
full-of his glory; be faith, Wo's me, for I am. undone,
becaufe I am a man of unclean lips, and dwell in the
midft of a people of pollured lips, for mine eyes have feen
the King the Lord of hofts. $o alfo Job, nome-fuch in bis
time -according o divine teftimony, when be. is admitted to
wwufual mearncefs to God, faith, Chap. 42. I have heard of
thee by the hearing of the ear, but now ‘mine eye feeth
thee ; wherefore I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft and

" athes. Tbe neareft approaches to that light wherein there is

#0 darknefs at all, make the clearef difcovevies of the moft

* emiment faints their wnwortbinefs, vophingnefs, and vilenefs.

Fourthly, It is a transforming fellow/bip, and affimilates
the perfon privileged with admiffion to it, tobim that is conver-
fed with, and with whom fellow/ip is attained unto; there
is no veal communion with bim, but the refult of it is fome
lineament of furtber likenefs to bim; We all (faith the a.
pofile, 2 Cor. 3. 18.) beholding the glory of the Lord as
in a_glafs, are changed (or tramsformed) into the fame
image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.
Communion. with and conformity to God, bave mutual in-

uence and reciprocal force each upon otber : The more com-
munion with bim, the move likenefs and conformity to bim;
the more likenefs to bim, the more communion with bim ;

little communion with bim makes little conformity'to bim, and

listle conformity to bim cannot but be attended with little

. communion with ‘bim, Fifthly, It is 4 wonderful fel-

bwpip, a fellowfbip that eyen fometimes tranfports, in a man=
‘mer, the foul admitted to it, efpecially in any more than ordinary
way or meafure, into a fort of vapture and extafy of admira~
tion at it: Thus it did David, 2 Sam. 7. 18. Who ( fsith
ke) am I, O Lord, and what is my Father’s houfe, that
thou haft brought me hitherto? 4nd Solomon, ewbo being
very near to God, in that folemn prayer of bis at the dedication

, of the temple, f(aith, 1 Kings 8. 27. But will God iadeed

dwell with men on earth? and, as it is, 2 Chran. §. ver.
18. But will God in very deed dwell with men on- sarth 2
Ag 4sd
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yiit The Epile Dedicatory ,
"And indeed it is mo great wonder that it be greatly wondred at,
thatthe irfinitely great and boly God who inhabiteth eternity,
and tbe high and lofty One who dwelleth in the high and
holy place; and is furrounnded and attended there with an in=
numesrable company of angels, and of the [pirits of jult mem
made perfiét, all of them [bining in light, and burning in
zeal, none of them wearying to do bim fervice, [beuld bumble
bimfrIf fo far, and floop fo ow, fo very bow, as to dweli alfo
(an empbatick alfo) with firful, tho humble and contrite
creatures, who dwell in cortages of clay, and whofe habita-
tion is in the duft; rbat be who is of purer eyesthan that
he can behold iniquity ahthout deteffation and abbovency,
Soould yet bumble bimfelf, not only to behold, but with de-
Jlight to dwell and keep fellowfbip awith them awhke are in a
great meajure unboly, and bave fo much of that dwelling in
them, which bis foul bates; that the glorious perfons of the
dreadful and adorable Godbead fbould come and make theiv a-

. bode with fuch, in whom [o great a remainder of Rinking un-
‘mortified corruption bath fill its abode ; that irfinitely pure and
perfelt light fbould bque. felloa(bip with them in whom theve
5 fo much darknefs. Sixthly, ft is an eftranging fellowjbip

- from all idols, and hatever is difpleafing to God and eftvan-
ging from bim; accordingly Ephraim, being brought near to
bim, faith, (Hof. 14. 8.) What have I to do any more
with idols 1 And thé pesple of God, fupfo[ed to be in a good
Jpirttual frame and near to him, [ay, Ifa. 30. 22, to every

. wddol (which they caft away as a menftruous cloth) ‘with

indignation and abborrency, Get thee hence : And David,

being admitted to very near communion with God, Pfal 6.

faith, v. 8. to wicked men, by wkcfe company be migbt bave been

efivanged from bim, Depart from me, all ye workers " of
iniquity ; for the Lord hath heard the voice of my weep-.
ing, the Lord hath heard she voice of my fupplicatien.

. And indeed it is bighly fuitable and congruons, that it fbould

be fo; for what agreement hath the temple of God with

idols ? and telicvers are the temple of the living God, ag

tke apople affirms, 2 Cor 6.16. Seventhly, It is a beart- .

quickning and reviving fellsar/bip; thevefore “be is faid, 1fa.

§7. verfe 15. todwell with him that is humble and of 3 con- |

trite fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the humble, and to

f‘cvivc the heart, of the coutritc one, . Eighthly, Il:i‘/a
R RS . RN At - ; Car[i’
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: ‘ - and Prefatory. ix
heart-Raying, calming asd compofing fellowfip+ It bufbeth
into filence, and drives away, - difquieting, perplexing and ex-

. eructating fears; and theyefore faith the Plalmift, .awben near

#0 God, Pial. 3.5, 6. I laid me dawn and flepr, I awaked,
for the Lord fuftained me: I will not be afraid of ten
thoufands of people that. have fet themfelves againft me

. round’about : And, Pfal. 4. 8. I.will both lay me downin

peace and fleep ; for thou, Lord, only makeft me dwell .
. fafiely : So, P(al. 29. 13, 14. Niothly, I is a beart-
cheering, refrefhing, and rejoicing felloawfbip: The refrefb-
ing and-joy that refult from fellow/bip with Ged, do quite fur~
P4/s and tranfcend the joy that the men of the world bave in

_8be enjoyment of all their eartbly pleafures ; Lift thou up

(faith the Plalmift in the name.of the godly, Pfal. 4. 3. in con-
tradiftinétion from, and oppofition to, thofe many awbo cry, Who

-« will fhew us any good ? debafirg, and in a manner brutifying

themfelves, as if they bad not rational and immortal fouls
wcapable of enjoying God the chief Good, the only Objedt [uited -
‘compleatly ‘to fatisfy their moft inlarged defires) Lord, lift
thou up the light of thy countenance upon us; for thou haft
caufed more joy of*heart to me (#o wit, thereby) thaw
when their corn and wine abound: 4rd, Pfal. 89. 16.
thofe wbo walk 'in “the light of his countenance are faid "to
rejoice in his name all the day : Thus, when be prays, Pfal.
43. for admiffion to fellbw(ip with God in his publick ordi-
‘wances (to ewbich be bad gone with others  of bis people, with
the veice of joy and gladnefs, as they that kesp holy:days,
as be telleth us in the preceeding Pfalm) be promifeth in that
«afe, that be will go unto the altar of God, unto God his
‘exceeding joy, the gladnefs or joy of bis jory the very beart
and foul of bis joy, or the cream of it, as fome tranflations
vennder the apord ; theve is veality, folidity, firength and cficacy

" in that” joy.; it is heartjoy, while as in the very midf of

the carnal joy,' follity and mirth of natural men, avifing from
the greateft affluence of worldly pleafures and enjoyments, their
heart iis torrowful, as Solomon faith : There is no folidity in
it it hath wot a bostom; if they would but a little vetive within,
themfelves, and ask fon a veafon of their laughter, mirth
and jollity, it would inflantly evanifb, and their bearts ewonld,
die within them as flones; ‘tis Rept up, to their delufion
and ruin, by their . abfivalting from, and now-rflcéling upo;p,
o a iy ’ oy



X - The Epiple Dedicatory
she wnfolidity and irvelevancy of the grounds théveof: Bub |
Bbe more.the ground of this joy of the godly be refleited om, |
corfidered and feayched into, they are found to be the miore
abie to bear the bigheft fuperfiraitures of their jiy, Teuthly,
dt is fuch a fellovyfbip, that, whatever meafuve of it be attained
by fojourming f[ants, it wakneth defires, fbavpneth appetite,
and flirreth up kindly longings  for more, and yet more of it,
even tilf it be compleated: Thus Mofes, the man of God, and
is great favourite, whom he knew face to face, when ad-
mitted to very much familiar fellowfip with him, and is
#old, that he had found grace in his fight, that he knew
him by name, and that at bis earneft defive his prefence
fhould go with him, Exed. 33. 12, 23, 14. yet [aith be te
2be Lord, vzor, 18. I befeech thee, hew me thy glory. So
boly Job, Ged’s davling, whote-candle thined on his head,
by whofe light he walked through darknefs, and on whofe
- tabernacle the fecret of God was, yet qith much boly long.
#ng crirs, Chap, 23. 3. Oh that I knew where I might find -
kim! I would come even to his feat; and comforts bimfelf . :
amidft all bis forvows with the affured bope of tbe fully fatis=
Jying fight and enjoyment of bis Redeemer at the latter day,
8o likeewife the Spewfe in the Song, who kad often beem
brought into the banqueting-boufe, Eaving the banner of her
* - Belwed’s love fpread over ber ; ewhyfe left band bad lain oftem - -
under ber bead, and whofe right band bad embvaced ber -
awko bad oftew fittenm down under bis [Dadow with great de-
bighty and found kis fruit faweet to ber tafte; whofe [pikenard
did fend for .the [mell thereof, while the King fat ‘at bis
2able; awbo bad frequently fownd, by the kiffes of bis mouth,
bis love to be bettey than wine, and to whom be bad often given
kis loves in the Vineyards; Xqt ivies, in“she conclufon of that
bigh Song, Make hafte (or flee) my Beloved, and be thou
like to a roc or to a young hart on the mountains of
fpices. So- was it alfo awiith David, the man according ta
.(Eod’s heart, who bad much fweet commmunion with. bim in
-}u‘: wandrings and wildernefs-condition, in caves and dens af
#be earsh, and bad often feen bis. power and bis glovy in the'
fanduary ; yet pants apd breatbes after more fellowfbip with
“pim, even as.the chafed bart doth after the awater-brooks, and
ies, When fhall I come and appear before God 2 Pfal,
4% Soiv like manner was it spith the apoftle Paul, Chrift's
. ' » . " great
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and Prefatory. - xi
great minion, Whp, befide all the good -days be bad in difpene
fing Gofpel-ordinances, in planting and awatering chyrches,
in converting and edifying multitudes of fouls, in bis tviuni-
phing, by making manifeft the fatour of Chrifi’s krowledge,
bad beew ravifed into the third beavens, caught up’into para-
dife, and beard there unfpeakable words, that were not lawful
or poffible to be uttered ; yet, as if be bad mever been with
bim, defired to be diffolved, and to be with Chrift, as
beft of all; and gromes within bimfelf, longing to be abfent
from-the body, and prefent with the Lord. .Znd thus
was it, finally, with” John tbe Divine, tbe beloved Dife
ciple, who bad often lien in bis [weet Mafler’s bofom, and
<ould coxfidently fay, Truly, our fellowthip is with the
Father, dnd with his Son Jefus Chrift, clofeth bis Revela<
tions evith that boly - paffionate defire, Even fo, come,
Lord Jefus. : ' -

. Dear Friends, let it be more than ever your great work and

~ bufinefs 20 keep yourfelves in cafe and capacity to emjoy bis

Heffed company and fellowfbip : And, in order 1o this end,
1. Study to keep youyfelves through grace as chbaft virging to -
Chrift Fefus as your ‘one Husband : Le2 bim be to you as
phe  loving bart and pleafant voe ; let bis embraces [atisfy you
at all times, and be ye always vavifbed with bis love, ard
beware of embracing the bofom - of a firanger ; let bim be to
you as @ bundle of myrrbe lying all night betwixt your breafis ;
be for bim andnot for another, fo thall be be for and with
you,. rvefling in bis love, and -vejoicing oved you with finging.
2. Touch wo wunclean thing, bate the very garment fpotted
with the flyb, abfiain genderly from all appearawce of evil :
O defile not thofe temples of the living God, of the holy Gboft,
which temples ye ave ; let "o uhelean thing” be barboured or
golerated thevs, wotbing that may provoke bim to leave or lothe
bis dwelling and temple, nothing that may make bis abode
in them grievous, unpleafant, lothfom, or awearifom to bim.
3. Let all bis ordinances and duties of bis worfrip ‘be bigh
in your efteem, apd much commended-and even endeared to
your bearts, as meaps o{ communion and fellowfbip with pim 3
O be much in love with the habitation of his houfe; and the
place where his honour dwells:" Let bis tabernacies be very
amiable to you ; thefe are bis baunt, and ‘let them be yours,
. Bequaye of all finful dalliances ith idols, <wbereby the

\
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xii _ Tre Epifle Dedicatory ‘
Joulis efiranged from communion aith God  for there is no:
agrecment berwixe the temple of God and idols ; from love
to feliowfhip with™ bim, ard from Zeal to bis glory, bid them.
all,-with indignation, begore, [aying to them, What have
we any more to do with idols?_and as to a menfiruous cloth,
Get you hence, 5. #'ben be bides bis face, witkdraws bis.
. prelence, and [ufpends you from felloufbrp with bim,-be trou~
bled, arife, frake off lazinefs, floth and fecurity ; be Foiily reft - .
lefs, and go the yound (as it awere) of all commanded duties,
t1ll youi find bim  feek Fim diligently in the night-watcbes orm
yeur bed; go forth to the flreets and broad places; go to the
awatchmen, and feek bim whom your fouls love : - You will
bave gone but a little, and you fball find bim ;. and, when.
you bave fourd bim, bold _bite and let bim not.go, do mot
awake nor aife bim till be pleafe. 6. Study to be wvery
bumble, tender and contrite of beart, to be poor in [pivit, con-.
© fantly Jenfible of your [piritual poverty, emptinefs, 't'wmt;
and indigencies ; and-to tremble ar bis word; at commands,.
lefi they be mot [uitably obeyed ; at threatnings, left they be.
executed; at promifes, left you. feem to come [bort of them ;
For ivis in perfons thus quglified that ke delights to dwell,
and it is 1o fuch that be loves ‘1o lock, as is wery clear, lfa,
5¥. 15 and 66 2. 7. Love, prize, imprive, akd, as ye
bave accefs, fiudy to keep up (as you, fifler, in particular ave.
Belped through grace to do beyond many) the communion of:
Jaints, thofe excellent oned of the earth, in whom, next to bis
own blo[Jed felf, all your delighssfbould be ; In communion swith
thofe faints,” communion wwith the Kmg of faints is readily
attained, it being here that he commands the blefling,
even life for evermore. 8. Be much in the lively exercife
of faitb ir, andSf love to, tke Lord Fefus : And be fpiritually
precife, firié, + exafd, accurate and purfual in obedierice to
all bis commands, from principles of faith and love;, and
Chrift and his Father will Jove you, and come and make.
their abode with you, as be promifeth, John 14. 21, 23.
0 -deﬁmb’e gueftsy and worthy of all poffible welcome, of all
weady.and cheerful entertainment ! Follow bard after bim,
conflantly and clofly purfue conformity to bim, and commuhion
quith bim ; It is but a'little, and the conformity to bim Jhalk
ke compleated, and you likened perfeitly to bim, accorfing ta
sreaturecapacity ; apd thé commynion ith bim Which is o
o - ' i 1 C ' ouk
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, " and Prefatory. xifi-
but in payt (as all the Jpiritual privileges and enjoyments of
the peoplé of God, ewbile upon earth, are) frall be fully per- -
folled,. fball be immediate; without the intervention of the
comparatively dark glafs of ordinances, even to feeing him face,
to tace, and as he is; and fball be eternaily unintersupted,
without the leaft cloud o¥ moment’s eclipfe : Now it is a cloud
and a clear day, a fun-blink and anon a fbower, rara hara,
brevis mora, 2 rare bour, bt guickly eene; it foall ot be fo
then, ' O defivable and delightfom d1y! O f[aweet, fingularly

\ fuwee and [dlacious day ! O vare and racifping ddy’! iet all
otber days pafs and baflen away, and let that glorious day.
come ; Even fo, come, Lord Fefus, and tarry not. 1 amy

o _ Beloved Chriftjan Friends;
. and dear Sifter, . - -

o o : Your very affe@ionate’
0 "Friend, and ferioufly -
/ S T * well.withing Servant in

- the Gofpel , -
"oy

- I heartily wifh that this mite °

of fervice may be acceptable to

the faints, it being not impro.

bable thar it may be the laft fer- .

vice of this kind thac I fhall . - '

have accefs to da them. -
Feb. 4. 1683, S
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1 Cor. 11.29. For be that eateth and drinketh unworthilys
eateth and drinketh dampation to bimfelf, not difcerning
tbe Lord’s Body, , -

/

98 T hath been fo ordered in the good
. providence of God, that ye.have lutely
$a hcard of that main, very chgchenﬁve
® and indifpenfibly neceffary duty,. called
¢2 for from all that would worthily partake
g of the ordinance of - the Lord’s Supper,

; for which we are now making ready, @i2,
' 8elfexamination ; in reference to which, the apoftle having
perceived many faults and failings in thefe . Corinthiaps,
and much unfuitablenefs as to their communicating ; gives
advertifement, that whoever for the time to come would
aright approach to the table of the Lord, woyld examive

. bemfelves, and fo edt : And, knowing well that this is a
difficult exercife, and that there is naturally a great deal
of averfnefs in peoples hearts from it, he judgeth it meet
tq prefs the exhortation to rhat neceffary, tho® difficule
_duty, by a reafon or mative fct down ‘irt the words now

read in your hearing; For be that cateth and drinketh wune |

avorthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to bimfelf: Asif he
had faid, You had need to look well to the examisation
of yourfelves, for, if ye negle€ or mifcarry in that duty,

‘your hazard and danger is dreadfully great through un-

worthy communicating ; which if ye would efcape, thert
_make conlcience narrowly and carefully to examine your-
felves, The laft words of the werfe are a confirmation of

4 the
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the reafon, and do thew why the Lord is fo holily fevere
in punithing and plaguing thofe who approach to his
table: anworthily. through not examining of themfelves, be--
caufe they difcgr not the Lord’s Body ¢ The force whereof
is, that there is a moft fingular and gracious prefence of
the Lord Chrift in the facrament of his fupper, and there-
fore the perfon who goes not aright abouc it, doth put
great: difrefpeét upon, yea, doth even vilify him who is
ghus prefent in that ordinance, .

It is the firff part of thefe words, that at this time we
would mainly fpeak to; wherein we would explicate the
meaning of thefe three. 18, 7o eat awd drink unworthily,
here,-is to eat and- drink unfuitably or  unbecomingly ; as
the apoftle, when he willeth the Chriftian Romans, Chaps
16. 2. to réceive Phebe as becometb and is fuirable to fainty,
he makes ufe of the word aworthily, for fo it is in the /.
original; and this, being the oppofite to that, is to be un-
derftood unfuitably and unbecomingly to fuch a manifefta~
tion of the love of Chrift, in giving himfelf to aud for his

le : As in our common Janguage, when a man does a
thing unfuitably, we fay he did it unworthily, when ir
anfwers not the end propofed. 2dly, Fudgment, or Dam«
mation, here, takes in thefe #bree things. 1. A temporal
firoke ; as, v. 30, 31. Fir this canfe many among you are
fckly and weqk, and many fleep. 2. It'may look to eternal
Judgment ; as dampation is often taken in fcripture. 3.
It may look to fpiritual judgments; for tho® a believer be
not capable of eternal judgment, yer by unworthy
communicating he- may draw upon himfelf temporal
ftrokes and fpiritual judgmentsy e may much wear out
the life of grace, and bring himfelf under blafting and
withering: And unbelievers draw upon themfelves not -
only thofe, but cternal damnation, and that with a higher
degree’ of aggravation, 3dly, That he is'faid to eat and
drink this to -bimfelf, as in the former verfe a'man is com=
manded to examine berfelf : It may take in thefe two, as
aimed at by the apoftle, 1. It is to provoke -every man
to his particular duty, from his particular hazard ; he
hazards his own foul,” 2. ‘Tis put here, to fhew the re-
firiction of the judgment according to the fin; and fo, if
8 man examine himfelf, tho’. others negle it, the judg-

: o ment
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. Corinth being corrupted with ‘'many_abufes, one Perfon
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ment fhall not overtake him ; but if he examine not hima |.

felf, whoever efcape judgment, he fhall not efcape it
And thus 'tis an' encouragement to 4 man to go-about the
dury of felt-examination, as well as a motive of terror:

could not ameud all: Well (fays he) Let a man examine
bimfelf, and fo he fhall efcape the hazard ; if not, he will
fall under it, . . - :

We fhall firft draw fome obferdations from the wordsy
and then fpeak a word for ufe, )

Firft, It is fuppofed here, that in this erdinance of the
Lord’s Suppef there is a fpecial  eminency, excellency,
dignity and worth; or, this ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper is of afingular folemn nature : And this I gather
partly from this verfe confidered in itfelf, He that eats

and drinks unwortbily, implies that there is a fpecial worthis |
" pefs in it, that a man fhould not offer indignity to; and

partly from the connexion of this verfe with the former,
for 1t is made a reafon why he prefles particular and

firi@ felf<examination, which fhews that there is a more
fingular excellency in this ordinance than in others ; and
partly from the context, for every circumftance fpeaks

* out a folemniry in this ordinance; as, (1.) The night .

when it wasinftituted, v. 23, The fame wight in wbhich be

" awas betrayed, and when he was taking his goodnight of

his difciples. (2.) His jealoufy of, and his quarrelling'and
threatning for the abufe of this ordindnce, fpeaks out &
fpeciil excellency in the ordinance, that all who approach’

thereunto thould be fitably atfeCed with, All the ordi- .

nanees of the Lord " are excellent ; for if all his works be
excellent, then much more the gofpel-ordinances, as be<
ing a ftep above thofe ; and yer this ordinance of the Lord's
Supper feems dignified with an eminency and excellency
above them all. 1. In reference to what it fefs our and
exhibites: They all fet out love, but this fets out love in an
eminent degree ; for it fets forth the Lord’s death, where-
in the moft eminent ftep and degree of his ltove thinés ;
yea, this ordinance fers out his actval dying, and fo fets’
out his love in its livelie®t colours, and as the great t'naﬂlcr-
piece of it. 2. Ih refpect of the excellent benefits com-
municared in it : It is true, there is no other thing on the

o ' ' * matter
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Matter communicate in it, than thére is communicate ird
the werd and baptifm ; yer, if we look to_the words, Zake
ye, eat ye, ‘this is my body, they hold out Chrift Jefus not
fo much giving any. particular gift, as actually confer-
ting himfelf in his death and fuffering: And the main fcope
being to confer Chtift and all that is 1n him to the believer,
ic holds out f6me way the excellency of this ordinance be=
yond others. 3. In refpeét of the manner how our Lord
Jefus makes over himfelf; whereby I mean not only the
clearnefs of his making over hinifelf, for in this ordinance
there is theé cleareft view of a flain Saviour, and of cove-

‘nanting with God ; and ‘often the moft comfortable ma+

nifeftations of love go alongft with it, for which caufe 'tis
called eminently tbe communion: But alfo that there is

‘here a ¢lear glance, of heaven upon earth, Jefus Chrift

and his people mixing (to fpeak fo) and being familiar
together ; he condefcending not only to keep company
with them, but to be their food an%x:cfreﬂimeut ; and he
giving them not only the word to-their faith, but himfelf
(as it were) to their fenfe, in fo far as the mean where-
by he communicateth himfelf is more feofible; itis by
his Spirit that the mean ismade cffe@ual. And thete is not
only a fixednefs of faich on our part, but a fort of divine-
nc('z in the ordinance itfelf; the very firftofruits of -heaven > -
being communicate, as it were, to the very fenfes of the
believer: I fay unto you (fays the Lord, Mat. 26.29.) f
will not drink benceforth of the fruit of the vine, wuntil that
‘day I drink it new with you in my Fatber's kingdom ¢ \Where
he feems to-point out a more {pecial way of keeping com= -
munion with his people in this ordinance, in refemblince
to that which he will have with them in heaven ; there be-

‘ing here a more fpecial union and communion betwixt the

head and members fealed up, a type of that which is to
be in heaven, a tafte whereof is fometimes given in _this
ordinance ot the communion: Hence "tis not only called

-the communion, as in the foregoing chaptery but the commua,
“sion of the body and blood of Gbrifty and the table of the

Lord. -
_The fir® Ufe of it ferves to let us feé how much we are
obliged to Chrift Jefus : What could he have giveri more |

’_thgn himfelf 3 _And what mca‘; could have been inventedy |

that

1
1
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that could have more confirmed and warmed the hearts
of his people thap this, which is fo lively a reprefentati~
¢n and commemoration of his blefled body? Very like
we might come to difcern his body better,  if there were.
a more high eftimation. of.this ordinance ; not as if there
“were any cfficacy in it of itfelf to communicate grace;
yet, in refpe@ of Chrift’s inftitution, ‘tis a moft - lively,
meao of grace : And there i$ not a circumflance in all the
. aflon, but it is to -be wondred ar; as, that it was infti-
tpred the fame' night bhe was bcrraycsl, and after the
ga(chal fqu;r, when the traitor Fudas wad going to
bring the bapd of foldiers to take him; that he warrants
us 1o take i, and thar we have therein fweet communion
amongft ourfelves: Every thing inir ought to draw us
to admire his fufferipgs, and the great, love they came from,
and the notable effects thereof to us. g .
- The fecond Ufe ferves to provoke us to ftudy to be in
3. folemn divine heavenly frame for fuch a. folemn divine
heavenly action as this is, and thorowly. to examine ‘our=
 felves, apd to.fee that all things be i good order; :like
to a bride that is to be married to-morrow, who, will be
tryibg on her marsiage-clothes, and fecing that all things
he right, . I fhall npt defcend. to particulars, but, in thres
or fewr words i the general, only point at fuch~a frame
" 88 we conceive is called for from you. 1. It fhould
_be fuch a frame as ye would defire. to be in, if Chrif
were coming perfonglly.and vifibly to marry you te-mor-
- zow: And O thar thjs night mighr thus be a brydel or
] marrnagc-eyqniﬂg to us all! Confider what frame we
‘wonld wifh to be in, if we werg to meet with him, and
firike hands with him perfonally and vifibly : Study and
feck after fuch a frame, 2. It thould be fuch a frame as we
would defire to hsve, if we were going to give up the
ghoft, when all carthly things will be infignificant’ and
of little worth tq us; even fuch a frame as if onx cternal
cace “and. happine(s werc -depending on that chock.
"his would ‘I}; the night of maring aur te@ameng. (as it
were) and of the. adjufting our accounts with Gﬁ, and
of (pnrtiog things to a point betwixt him and us; other-
wife

our debt may increafe and grow greater, and it will °

not be o cafy for us to win.to_a difchatge of it. 3.
“ A ' fhould

s
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fhou!d be fiich a frame as we would defire to be found in,
if the day of judgment were coming, and if that day were
to be to-mortow: O how humble, how abffra&ted from.
the things of 4 prefent’world,.and how confirmed in the
faith of God’s love, would we ftudy to be, if the voice of thé
arch-angel and of the laft trurmper” were- founding, and
a folemn meeting.of all before the tribunal of Chrift were:

’ Ecre('cntly to be! What a frame (I fap wotld ye defire to

in, in fuch acafe! Even fuch a frame thould ye fludy
to be in this night, as ye would defire to be found in, in
that day : We fear it will be to many then a prick and a
fting in their confciences ' within them, that they made fo
little confcience to be .in a filitable frame for this fo folemn
an ordinance : The text tells that a fentence will pafs on
every one of you, and you would by all means labour to
be in fuch a“pofure as the fentence may not be terrible
to you, 4. It fhould be a heavenly and divine frame ;-
for, if it be a heavenly and divine a&ion, ye would confi-
der what a ‘frame it calleth for; how abftradted (as I -
jot. now faid) the heart fhould be from the world, and
from your carnal delights; how much in heaven, and
converfant with God ; whar a pitch your commanion withi
God fhould’ be raifed to, in apprehending of, and mes
ditating on him, in confidering of; and admiring at the
fufferings of Chrift, and at the love they came from; ta- -
fting that he is good, and even dclifhtiqg and folacing
yourfelves in his love; which is the Lord’s allowance on
:bfso people, when the a&tion is humbly and reverently gond .

ut. - N '
Secondly, obfetve; That tho’ this be a moft fingularly
folemn ordinance, and folemnly to be gone abour, yet oft-
times men and ‘women go moft unworthily about 1t, and
abufec it This is implicd-in the words, and we need not

“ many proofs of it: If we will read from the 20 ver. to thig :

we will find it futficiently proved ; and if we look forwar
to oer. 30. & 31. we will find that many fad firokes
came on thefe Corintbidns for abufing and profaning this
ordinance; and the apoftle would havé them gathering
their uiworthy communicating from thefc ficokes. Theré
it 4 readine(s both in unbelievers and in believers them-
felves td mifcarry in going;bodt this ordinance ; & readlt-'!
B 2 Co - ne
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~cating: Toe resfons of it may be thefe,
the more folemn the duty be, and the grearer concurrence t;

| ?uircs that the exercife-of the judgment be moft clear, that *;

" in, as is impHed in the laft words of the chapter, com.

- meditation, or .other durics any day, what a difficult

20 . ‘The great Danger of ,
nefs in unbelievers; for as they fpoil all things, all ordi |
nances and duties they. meddle with, all things being un. |

the more aptnefs in us, thro” our corruption, to aifcarry .
N - o T in

A

clean to the unbeliever, fo there is a miferable and woful

neceflicy lying upon them to fpoil this ordinance ; anda |

readine(s even in believers, who alfo may mifcarry there-

pared with wer. 32. When we are judged, we are chafined
of the Lord, that awe fbould not be condemned with the
aorld. Some of them rhat were believers were chaftifed

for this faulr, ro prevent their cternal ruin: And-are'[
there any acquain:l;d with their own corrupt nature, but |-

in fome meafure find in themfelves an |
apttade to mifcarry, as inall other duti¢s and ordinances, |
fo in this? But the doftrine holds out a fingular and pe- |
culiar bentnefs to mifcarry in this duty angd ordinance; fo |-
that one who will pray with advertency, and be carried |-
fairly thorow in that and feveral other duties, may yetin |

they may and wil

this ordinance fall under the guilt of unwort}y communi~ |-
1,

of duties be in it, there is the greater difficulty in going

abour it ; for a foul cannot be right in this, excepr it be *:

right in a number of orher dutiesand graces,’ as in prayer, |

faith, love, and repentance : And that word, Let 4 mav :

: . ' R |

, Becaufe |

examine bimfelf, takes in a complication of duties and |-

graces; there would be a good ftate and a good frame,
and graces would be in fome vigour, and every duty ::

fuitable and proportionable to the nature of the adtion +
and of the day. And if it be a great and difficult work :,

to carry rightly on an ordinary fabbath, or in prayer, or

work muft it needs be to have all thefe rightly. yoked to-
gether? A fecond reafon may be drawn not only from the
complication of graces and duties, that is required in this v,
action; but from the nature of the thing itfelf, that cails -
for duties in a high degree of fpirituality : If any ordi-
nance or duty, call for a fpirirual frame, ‘tis this: lc re- i

aith be moft ditin@, that meditation be moft divine, &%. -
And the more fpiritual the duty be, . there is certainly

]
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nit, A third reafon is, Becaufe thereis in men and wo-

. men natyrally and ordinarily bur very little ftudy and en-
: deavoyr to know and take up aright the nature of this or--

dinance ; ‘There is in the moft part a great ignorance of
the firain and feries of the gofpel ; but generally there is
a greater ignorance, darkne(s and blindnefs as to the right
raking of this ordinance, than as to moft others; ei-
ther thro’ the difficulty of it, or thro' our lazinefs thar
puts us not to fudy .it better; So that'if ir were asked at’ -
many of us who may have fome affe@ion, What is a com-
munion? and what is the right way of partaking of it ?
there would bs found bur very- lictle diftinétnefs in the
thing, and many content them(Zlves to |ive without cledr-
nefs abour ir: And this makes people incapable to go a-
bout it aright. A fourtb reafon is from peoples lothnefs -
to beflir themfelvés in the work of preparation for it: -
There is fome felf-examination requifite for every duty,
but there is a more fo emn felf-examination injoined in re=
ference to this ; and how very relu@ant are we to it? And
feeing examination of ourfelyes is-as the door and entry
to this duty, is it any wonder that moft perfons communi-
cate unworthily 7 - this exercife of felf-fearching being fo
much {lighted, which is to the moft part fo very difficulr,
and to many through their own fault impoffible. ‘
* The firf Ufe ferves for warning as to this magter, It is
eafy to ger a token and to come to the rable, but it is not fo

" ealy to eat and drink wertbily, not fo eafy to difcern the

Lord's body, and to get Chrilt him@If in the ordinance;.
and, in a word, foto go about partaking of the Lord’s
fopper, as ye may have folid quictnefs of mind in reflet-
g on it. Is it not a wonder, then, that the moft part:
flo fo fecorely and in a manner even defperately rufh upon
It, who have it may be lien, fome ten, fome twenty, fome
thirty years without trouble under this guilt 2 We would
think it a good piece of preparation, if ye were ‘feriouf-
'ly afraid to become guilty of the body and blood of the Lovd :
Want of this holy fear {)rccds fecurity, and keeps from
firring up ro duty, and. from refle&ing on ourfelves;
whereas, if the heart were ftirred and rovzed with fucha
fear, there would be greater and more ferioufly fharpned
diligence in all theke duties, whercof we heard from the
i B 3 . forc’
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foregoing words, to which this is a firong and prefling
motive, : .

The fecond Ufe ferves for trial; who among the great

company gathered together here this day are afraid of fin-

ning againft God, and taking his name in vain in fo folemn
an ordinance. Many think they are prepared, bur we
think not that F:rfon the better prepared, that is not a-
fraid and holily jealous over himfelf: 'Wo, wo to many
on account of the communion-days thatare paft and gone
without fear: It were good that ye were afraid left this
day prove like many former days, and left any of you
gome fhort of what hath been attained in former com-
munion-days. ,’ ) )
Tbirdly, obferve, That the fin of unworthy communis

gating is a wrath-provoking and a judgment-drawing~on- -

fin: He that eats and drivks amwortbily, eats and drinks
damnation to-bimfelf. There is hardly any fin that the
Y.ord will more readily, fpeedily, an fad{y plague and
punifh, than this: It is trize, thé Lord hath annexed that
certification to the third commandment, that He will not
bold bim guiltlefs that taketh bis name in vain; But is there
any-ordinance wherein the threamning is more exprefled,
and in reference to which the judgment hath been more
feverely and fome way igditferently infliGted ? as is clear,
whether we read before or after the wordsof the texts
And there is good reafon for it; For, 1. If the duty be
more folemn, if the prefence in it be more gracious, and
the bounty that flows iv it be more ahundaar, then (ore the
. fin of abufing, or of unbecoming going about ir, muft be
the greater. 2. If we' look to the fin not only in refpet
of its greatnefs in feveral other refpeéts, butin refpe&
of the natute of it, tis a more’direct difrefpeé put upon,
. and defpite done in fome refpet even unto Chrift; “is to
-be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord; ‘tis as if the

ar had been in fuch a man's hand that pierced Chrift’s

ide, and as if he had driven by his own hand the nails

thorow his hands and feet: The reafon is, becaufe Chrift
in this ordinance brings himfelf and his death fo very near,
that the finner is put to it in a fpecial manner, either to
receive him, or to refufe and rejet him ;. and when he
refafes and rejects him, he thereby practically fays, that

(
i
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$e makes very little or no account of him af all, and that,
if he had been living in thofe days when he was cruci-
ficd, he would alfo have joined with the multitudé, and
cried, Away with bim : Thus fuch an one crucifieh tbe Siii
of God afrefb, and puts bim to an open fbame: Q hdidous
and horrid guilt! o B : s
_ The firff Ufe férves to alarm ‘you, That, if the fear of
fin will "not prevail - with you, the fear of judgment, of
God’s curfe and wrath, and of the vengéance of the Me-
diator (reprefentéd in this ordinance very ¢learly, as cru*
cified, and blceding out his precious life for finners) hgre,
and eternally hereafter, may prevail with you to be ferioas
in the work ye are now ‘called 'to. R

Let me (which is a fecond dnd iore particular Ufe of
the do&trine) advife you, as to examine yourfelves feri-
oufly in reference to all your other ways, fo to.rake 3

Tpecial look of your bygone communicating: ‘O that many

, malke your ¢ars do

of you who are fo ‘whole ‘at the heart, that there’is no'
provoking nor awakning of you, and who are fo fenfe-
efs, that ye fcare at nothing, could be prevailed with to
‘charge yourfelves with this horrid fin of being guilty of the
Yody and blood of ‘the Lojd, that thereby ye may be awak-
‘ned ! It will éertainly one day awake you; therefore, in
your felfeexamination,  take fpecial notice: If ye have
communicated unworthily, make-fpecial addrefles to God
for removing of this dreadful guilt, and have a fpecial
‘eye for the time te come that ye fall not in'it; I fay
again, take a fpecial réview of your bygone carriage in
this ordinance, and fay to yourfelves, Whether arec we
guilty ‘of this fin ? and whether ‘are we in hazard o fall
mto 1t of new ? And, to flir you up to this, confider,
1. Whart temporal ftrokes from God have come. or may
‘come for it: Who knows but our outward caprivity, the
blood that hath been thed, the many new and unheard-of,
or but very little heard-of difeafes that are among us, have
in a great part been for this fin? 2, Know, thar, befide
temporal ‘firokes on _the outward man, ye may fall under
fpirttual plagues : The Lord may blaft the ordinaaces for
the time to come, that theéy fhall do you no good; and
pe may _blaft any parts and gifis that ye have; he may

ﬁof hearing, and your eyes hlind, and
C B4~ yow
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your hearts fat: And, if ye quench any convitions thag
ye may poffibly be under for the time, it may be that ye
fhall never be privileged with fuch convitions again,
nor be brought fo near heaven hereafter; but more delu-
fion and fedution by error, more prophaniry, fecurity,
- hypocrify *and prefumption may break in among 'yous;
“And tho’ thefe be not thought much of now by fome at
leaft, but lookt at a5 very light things, yet the day will
come when they will be found to be infupportably-heavy ;
and men will be put rather to wifh, that this houfe, where-
in we now are, had fallen on them and bruifed them, or
that the fword had fallen in upon them and flain them, than
to ly under fuch a weight. 13. Know, that it may bring
-on cternal judgment; and O but this will draw deep on
the fcore of many profeflors, even the abufe of the Lord’s
table, in parraking of his table, and of the table of de-
vils! I fhall name but a few fins here, that ye would no.
tice and try yourfelves in as to this: iff, Ye have ofteén
gcommunicate, have ye alfo often examined ‘yourfelvcs?
Can many of you pitch on fuch an hour or half-hour, that
,ye fet apart to try your foul’s condition? 2dly, ] would
ask, What repentance hath there been 7 Right examination
makes difcovery of guilr, and difcovery of guilt brings
out repentange, which hath fome pricking and foul-pang-
ing with it, 3dly, What efte& hath followed? what en-
. §agements have been keeped 7 how have many of us re-
formed our walk? is nat our carriage as it was? “paffion
and pride as quick and lively as they had wont to be ?
deadnefs, fecurity and worldfy-mindedncfs as they were
before 2 Are we nor as little felf-denied, as unready ta
forgive, asignorant, and having as little knowledge of gof-
-myfterics as we were, and had many a year fince?
%cut very few can fay on good grounds that they have
made any progrefs in mortification and holinefs ; and, ex-
cept it be fome conviction, fome flath of affe&tion, or
. fome faint, refolutions to amend things amifs, what ufe
hath been made of, or what benefit hath been reaped by
many, and that nor of the worft fort, by the communis
en ? And therefore, in the mext place, let me fay, That
jt were not unbecoming or unfuitable to the communion,
t9 make this night a night of humiliation before God, mf;
e e s SRR IR o
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. unavorthy Communicativg. 28
of -prayer to himi to be delivered from blsod-guiltinefs;
there is not a more legible evidence of our unrepdernefs,’
than our being little pricked at the heart for this fin: A
word of refleGtion from our neighbour, or the apprehenfion
of fome great man’s difpleafure and feud, hath lien nearer
our hearts, than the wronging of the Son of God at this
rate, hath done; for which it were good now to caft an.
¢ye to Jock to bim, and to mourn' a3 one mournetb for bis on-
ly fon, and to go to Zion weeping as we go, asking the way
#hitberquard. Thefe are no uncouth nor ftrange things, but
fuch as are ordinarily preft upon us. We are afraid that
many have lothed and left the fimple way of godlinefs, to
get and look after fome fhining and glitering thing to the
cye; and that way will never profit them, Take a feri-
ous look of your foul’s condition, and be in'good care
neft in the exercife of repentance, as the life-of your pre-

* paration ; even thar ye may come, knowing well what ye
‘peed, aund what ye are to reccive if ye come aright.

The third and main Ufe is, That, fecing there is fo
great ground to fear communicating unworthily, and that
fo great judgments follow upon it, it would be, as our

* fear to communicate unworthily, fo our uptaking bufie’
_pefs, how we may communicate worthily: This is the
“end of the day, and fhould be our task and work this
pight, even to endeavour to be worthy communican:s to-
morrow, Ye will readily ask, How is fuch a frame to.
.be attained and come by? I would, for™ anfwer, defire
you ferioufly to mind what ye have. heard on thefe words,
Let a man examine bimfelf, and fo let bim eat ; which com=
prehend the fum of what is called for from you: And we
thall now add thefe ‘four ‘things, that, in your preparing
yourfclves to communicate cightly and worthily, ye would
ferioufly mind; 1. A right up-takipg of yourfelves.

".2. A right up-taking of the ordinance. - 3. A right a@ling
jn referenge to both. 4. A right manner of aéting or a
right frame in your going about the work. For the Firfl,
We fay, There would be a right up-taking of ourfelves,
that we may know what we are, what are our fins, fpiri=

~ tual wants and neceflities, that we may have fome diftins-

_errand to God: Thisis implied in thefc words, Let &

" ap cxamive bimfelf ; that he may be well acquainr_c:'

. , St T wid
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with himfelf. If there be not fome time taken for attairi-
Ing to a right confideration of ourfelves, we canriot
‘come rightly to this ordinance ; orif any word come that
Tuits our condition, ‘it will come by guefs as o us, and we
inay come to the communion, and neither know what we

.meed, nor whar we are feekir{g or would be at,

__For the Second, 'we fay, There would be a right upta.
king of the ordinance ‘itfelf, which, when wanting, it
‘mars us, that we know not how to commanicate: In the
‘ordinance we would take up the fubftance of it, the end
of it, and how it effeGuates the end. 1f, The fubftance
Jof the ordinance is Chrift Jefus himfelf, who, tho® he be

- not bodily, yet is he really prefent in the facrament : His

words are not empty ‘words, the figns are notempty figns fi’

‘but the bread bis body, and the wine is bis blood: For i
there be a prefence in the, word, as ke makes it known
through his Spirit, by the efficacy of it on the heart ; theny
in a more fpecial and folemn manner, there is a prefence
‘in the facrament, which alfo he makes fenfible to. the

,fﬁiritua! fenfes of the belicver, 2dly, The end and ufe
t

e ordinance, for which God hath appointed it, would

" “alfo be rightly taken up; and this is large: It ferves for

the manifefting of his love in his death till he come againi ;

"and this would be a picce of your exercife, to difcover
the love of Chriftinit, and to put your fiith to exercifeon
“that love : In which refpe&, Chriftians have dot dnly their
“particular cafe to look to in the facramert, but alfo that

their fpirits be taken up with the thoughts of the wonder-.
fully condefcending love of Chrift, who hath given and

. Jeft behind him a token and memorial of it. And efpeci-
ally thefe ends would be looked to and confidered, vrz.

That ‘tis given fot inftruétion, for it gives us a fighe

of Chrift crucified; it fhews us the way of making up our -

union with him, and the neceflity of it, and the warrant

‘gvcn' usto make ufe of him, And as "tis given for inftru-
¢tion and teaching, fo for fealing and confirming ; the"
‘Lord would have s thereby knowing the truth of his

promifes and covenant for our greater confolation, and
ghat we may with the greater liberty apply them: Even
s when a prince offérs peace to a rebel, and grants him'a

pardon, to make’him the rore fure; and to rémove al]

daubts
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~ doubts and jealoufics, there is a feal appended to the par--

don,. which confirms it, and confequently firengthneth the
faith of the rebel to reft upon it; fo this is a fpecial end
of the facrament, to feal and confirm;: God having
gracioufly condefcended to covenant and promife, and ro
iwear to the truth of his covenant and promife, that the
beirs of promife may bave firong confolativn ; he alfo appends
feals to his covenant. Bur, 34y, We are to confider how
it effe€tuates thefe ends: 'And thus we are to look on the
facrament as exhibiting and applying Jefus Chrift and his
benefits; which muft neceds be a fpiritual and fublime
thing, holden out in thefe words, Take ye, eat ye, this is
wy body, &c. Where we have Jefos Chrift giving over
him@RIf to the believer, fo as he and the believer become
one, and he hath Chrift to feed uvpon. *Tis true, there is
po phyfical conjunétion here: Yet as, in the word, the
offer and promifes convey Chrift holden out in the prp-
mifes to the foul, being received by faith, there 1s an
union thus'made up betwixt Chrift and the perfon; fo, in
the right partaking of the facramenr, the Spirit going a-

- long with- the word and feal, and the believer recciving

the feal as given him of God for that end, as well.as’ the-
word, there refults an union and communion, a myftical and
fpiritual uniting and joining of Chrift and the believer
together ; which, altho® it doth not always neceffarily pre-
fuppofe faith going before, yet it fuppofcs faith neceffarily
to go along-with itz And in this thege is moft exprefs coe
venanting and bargaining betwixt Chrift and the believer,
Jefus Chrift not giving himfelf here indefinitely,as he doth
in the word and offer of the Gofpel, but particularly ;
and thus the believer’s faith hath the moft diftin& ground
and reafon to make application of him, and fa the more
diftin& confirmation. : o

For the Tbird, There is-a right a&iniin reference ta
both the former to be looked to.. . 1, There is fomething
that our judgment and memory would be taken up with,
which is as the key to what.follows: Weare to remember
the Lord’s death, the end of it, theJove he had in dying,
and hig inflituting of this ordinance when he died for thig
end, that we might remember his death and love thercin
till he come againy and have our minds meditating on t*;fe-
o oy . - . R o ¢
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24ly, There’ would be the exercite of our graces, as of
repentance, from refleting.on ourfelves ; of love, from
Jooking to Chrift, and ot continued fpiritual mourning,
refulting from both: And efpecially there would be the
. exercife of faith, ag being the main thing that on our part
makes.up the union, and whereby our communion is en-
teriained. | And there is a threefold a& of faith called for
in worthy communicating; 1, An a& rcccivéng. 2. An
8& giving. 3. A ratifying a@, that knits both the aéts
together, (1.) I fay, ana& of faith receiving Chrift’s word
and ordinance, and himfglf therein. (2.) An a& of faith’
giving, refigning or committing ourfelves to him : The
covenanr being in this refpe@ mutual.  And, (3.) A rati-
fying a&t, coupling or knitting thefe tegether, viz. Chrift
giving himfelf to us, and our giving curfelves to him ; his
engagement to us, and ours to him. To clear thefe a little
further,. 1. The receiving aét of faith looks to the infti-
tution and covenant to which the facrament is appended,
and ro Chrift, in the words of infticution and in the cove-

pant, making offer of himfelf, which is ro be confidered

.as in the word and covenant, te which the facrament is ap-
pended ; And accordingly it welcometh him, as it doth in
the word ; for, as there 1s a receiving aét of faith 3s to the

word, fo'there is a receiving aét of taith as to the facras -

ment ;: That is, when the foul is pur to difpute, whether
abaqut the offer if it be made to ir, or about the promife
that) fuppofes the condition, if it may lay hold upon it;
the believing foul’s faking of the fagrament is the permit-
ting and allowing of itfelf ta be confirmed, by vertue of
Chrift’s appointing that ordinance for its confirmation, that

the offer is made to it, and that the. promife belongs to it

in particular : As when a penitent finner comes to the com=

munioti, and that promife rolls in his thoughts, Tty fins.
and thy iniguities aill F yemember mo more, and he would"
fain believe ir; the receiving at of faith is to rake the |

facrament as God's putting his feal to that word of promife,
that he will make it good to the foul in particular, Thy
fins and thy iniguities ill [ remember 1o move s Or when a

Joul hath its fecret longing after Chrift, and cannpt dif--

penfe with the want of him, and cries out, O ! whes
pilt thow come wnto. meY In. the facramept i looks;on tabp
: B o nfile
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inftitution, and takes it as a feal of confirmation te purit
out of queftion, that he rhat hath promifed to come, will
wme, and will not tarry ; and it looks on Chrift giving the
communion, as if it faw bim taking the pen, and with his -
own hand fubfcribing the contraét, and lays it up in irs
heart as in a charter-cheft, as an evidence and confirma=
tign of irs right to Chrift, And indeed' there is much
need of being diftinét in this; for there are many who
make confcience of engaging to Chriftin this ordinance,
who look not on it as Chnift’s engaging to them ; but the
receiving act of faith looks on it immediately 4s his enga-
ging to the foul : Asa perfon that hath a hard heart, looking
on that promife, / will take away the flony beart, and give
& beart of fl/b, and, expefting the making out of it, takes
the facrament as a feal thathe will perform that promife,
becanfe he articles fo with him to get that promife made
good ; even as a man, that would have fome debatéable
claufe in his right to fuch a picce of land cleared and pue
out of queftion, ‘brings it to his fuperior to get it fealed of
pew : Now this receiving a& of faith doth not enly difpofe
and fit us to receive from God ; but as the hand takes or
receives the elements, fo faith reccives God’s offer of the
covenant, and that which is reprefented and fealed up in -
that brdinance. 2, Thhe aét of faith giving, is (as I faid)
that whereby we give ourfelves away to Chrift; and fo,
as we get one righr, we give' (as it were) another ; or, as
we take one hand, 'we give another: We receive Chrift
engaged to us according to the covenant, and we engage
nngagi'vc durfelves away to be his. Our very receiving
fuppofeth our confenting, and faith’s delivering and giving
op itfelf or-the perfon to Chrift, and taking Chrift to it,
or to himfelf, fo making'(as it werc) an exchange. . (O
wonderful exchange, by which we receive infinitely more
and better than we give !) when the foul hath gotten him,
it gives itfelf to him, to be changed and made better ; and
renews its purpofes, refolutionsand promifes to that end,

_and takes the facrament to make thefe fure and fecure
3..The ratifying at of faith is this, when we have taken
Cbrift's promife by faith, and have given our promife to

_him, and furrendered and delivered up ourfelves unio
him, and we_go 'about the communion, and cxcrcifchn;

. ‘ ait
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aith to get both confirmed; as we ufc to fpeak, e will
2ake our facrament on it; we take the communion to feab
his part of the covenant to us, and to confirm ourfelves
as to the performance of that which we have ehgaged to
him; and thus that which was before a bond on Chrift’s fide,
and a bond and engagement on our fide, becomes now a mu-
tual contrat and bargain; both are put in one, and compli«

cared together, fealed with one feal, and made ufe of for °
both thefe ends : Thhe believer thinks himfelf furer of God's -

promife, and himfelf more fecurely éngaged to God ; and
tho’ this engaging hath no new promife with it, yet therea
by the more explicitely is our duty brought forth, and
the promife more particularly becomes ours. .
As for the Fourth and laft thing,. It is a right manner of

aQiog, or a right way and fuitable frame in our going about -

this ordinance ; which takes in feveral things, as, 1. Fear,
becaufe itisa very difficult thing rightly to communicate,

and we had need to fear left we miftake .and mifcarry.

2. Diftin&nefs and clearnefs, which is a part of the refult of
felf-examination : We would at leaft be fo far clear in our
condition, as to know and be convinced that the -general
frain of our way hacth not been rightas it thould have
been- by very far, when we cannot .(o well find out and
condefcend upon the particular evils that we have been
iivcn to, or have done; and tho® we know not all nor many.

f the parsicular promifes of the covenant; yer we would
be clear in that general, that' in the covenant God maketh
over himfelf a God all-fufficient to the believer. = 3.
Faith in, and dependence on God for. preparatioh, and
for a fuitable frame, for gaining new ground of corrup-
tions, for more humility and tendernefs} for more thorow
- turniog to the Lord : Convert me (fays Epbraim, Jer. 31.)
and [ /ball be converted. There would be many fertous and
fincere-refolutions, engagements, and purpofcs, and muach

heart-melting, and prayer in the making of them. ; as it -

was with Ifracl and Fudab, Jer. 0. 5. whafe grear defire
and defign was, to 'have ‘the covenant betwixt God and
them fo fecured, that it might hold perpetually, and
‘mever any more be forgotten; they dcz:cd to keep (as
we ufe to {peak) no hank in their own hand, they allow
of no refervations or exceptians, and they go abour this.
B ’ ‘ . great
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_ not difcerning the Lord’s.Body. 3T
reqt work pra_'y,ipga,nd weeptng ¢ This were a. fikeet and
uitable frame for a communion, and notably well becomy

ipg a people that: approach tq the Lord’s table ; and we
ferioufly commend 1t to you, and you to the graceof God
in the practice of thefe things, which his own blefled felf
make farthcoming to you. -

BHBR BB RBPIBRR DB LB R RRY
A Pfeparé,bion-Sérmon for the Communion,
On 1 Cor, 11. 29, Not difcerning the Lord’s Body.

YT is'a very great and grave, a very momentuous and
concerning work, rightly to partake of the facrament

. of the Lord’s fupper; it hath as many and grear ade~
vantages attending the due and worthy parricipation there=
of, and as many fad confequences following the unworthy
rticipation of it, as any other of all the ordinances of
hrift bath: And therefore, when the apoftle hath tharp-
lﬁ expoRulated with the Chriftian Corinthians tor feveral |
abufes’ in reference to this ordinance, he proceeds;. after
a foll declaration of its inflitution, to guard them againft
all after-abufe thereof, and to fit and prepare them for

’ fuitable and worthy communicating ; and the frf direéti-

on that he gives them isim reference to the preceeding
preparation, Let a man examine bimfelf, and fo let bim
eat ; The fecond is in reference to the aion itfelf, teach=-
‘ing them to communitate worthily, fo as they may difzern -

" the Lord’s Body, by holding out the danger of unworthy

communicating: Both which' he knits together, telling
them, that if any of thefe things be wanting, it will bring"
on judgmenr, Whence in a word, and bur in poffing,
we may obferve thefe two things. 1. That a man will neverr
communicate worthily, that doth not beforehand endea-
vour to prepare himfelf forit; and therefore he prefixeth
this, Let a man examine bimfelf, and then fubjoins, And'
fo let bim eat. 2, That a man that is not diftin& in dif-
cerning himfelf in -fome meafure after the. examination of
himflf, will never aright difcern th¢ Lord’s Body in‘c(lf;.ia
PR : : ordi-
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,grdinﬂnce‘of the communion : He that rakes not u‘p.hiiﬂ{
- felf, will never take up Chrift rightly. '

In the words more particularly we have #bree great

whereof is, the great and peculiar ufe of the communion,
and that is, that it makes the Lord’s body difcernible, it
puts Chrift ip a capacity (to fpeak o) to be taken up and

 difcerned ; The fecond 1s, the great duty of a worthy com=

-municant, and thar is, rightly to difcern the Lord’s Body,
fo holden forth; The ihird is, the great fin that unworthy,
communicants fall into, and that is, Zbey do not difeern the
Lerd’s Body, but are like fo many dogs and fwine, who not

- things in reference to prefent communicating ; The firfé.

1~

_knowing what delicates are there, they go about the aétion, -
A

not knowing what they are doing. .

‘The Firft is clear, That, in the Sacrament, Chrift Fefus
tbis broken Body is made difcernible to us elfe be <ould noe
Jind fault with them wko come, and do not difcern it. ‘The

- words alfo before, v. 24. clear it ; This (faith he) is my

Body which is broken for you ;. So Chap, 10. v. 16. The cup
of bleffing whick we blefs, is it not the. communion of the
Blood of Chrift 1 and the bread which we break, is it not the
communion of the Body of Chrif ? And the fharp ;udg.
mients that comg on people for not difcerning the Lord’s
Body, and fo for being guilty of communicating unworthi-
ly, do fhew, that not only .is our Lord’s Body really. pre-
fent, butin a fpecial manner difcernible in this ordinance,

To clear this a little further, we fhall, 1. Premit a
twofold diftinction ; and then, 2. Anfwer a few queftions

that ferve for clearing the dotrine, and for better uptak="

ing of this ordinance. o Lo

Firft then, We would J}ﬂin‘gui/b betwixt thefe two, viz.
Looking on the facrament as ftrictly taken, and as contra-
diftinguifhed from the word ; and looking on it as more
complexly taken, as including the.word. It fs in'the Ja

_ fenfe that we confider. the facrament here, viz, as taking
‘in, 1. Chrift, fignified " and reprefented by the elements.

2. The word and covenant, to which the facrament as a
feal is appended ; therefore the cup is called, The cup of

‘the New Teftamient. 3. The feal of the facrament itfelf,

appended fo the word and covenant.

. ‘. 2. We.
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.- not difcerning the Lords Body. - 33.
"2.-We would diffinguifb betwixt CHrift’s broken Body
confidered as_difcernible to our underitanding only, and
the fame confidered as it is difcernible to our very fenfes,
or as it is apprehenfible, when by feeling we may grip it:
as it were, and not only look to it, but take hold of it :
(how this is, thall be more particularly. explained and
deared- afterward, for preventing of miftakes) It is in this
laft fenfc that we underftand difcernible here, not excluding
the former ; fo thag Chrift’s broken Body in the {acrament *
is not only made difcernible to the underftanding. of the
right communicant, but he is made communicable and -
apprehenfible, and “there is an union with him atrainable
in that ordinance : And what we faid before proves this ;.
he holds out his Body to be reccived, and he is received-
in it. PR S
b As for thé Second, to wit, the gueftions to be anfwered;
they are thefe Four. 1. In what refpe is Chrift prefent
.audy difcerniblegin the facrament 2 2, To what is he made.
difcernible and communicable? 3. How the facrament -
makes him difcernible, and what way it holds him out as
difcernible tous? 4. What may be the reafons why Chrift:
holds out himfelf, his broken Body, as difcernible to us
in the facrament # .- Lot o
12, then, In what refpe& is Chrift prefent and dif- -
cernible in the facrament? We anfwer, 1. Not fimply con-
fidered as he is the Son of God, nor in refpeét of any
benefic from him as Mediator, ncither fimply as Redee-
mer ; but he is holden our as incarnate; and fo this facra-
ment difters from the Fews Paffover, which held him aut
as to come, while this holds him ouras come. 2. It holds
him ont, not only as become Man, but as fuffering, as ha-
ving his Body broken. 2. He is made difcernible in re-
fpet of the end for which he fuffered, and had his Body '
broken, ‘and his Blood fhed: This is (faith he) may Body
wbich is broken for you ; this cup is the new teflament in my.
Blood, fved for the remiffion of the fins of many, to wit, of.
all the ele&@: It Rolds our Chrift Mediator, God-Man
fuffering for us. 4. It. holds him out 3s communicable,
and in capacity to be participate of by -us; therefore ’tis
called the communion of bis Body, Chap. 10, 16. ro tell us,
that we may be united to hire, and made to fhare of him &
: - an
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§ﬁd we are bidden "J/Zkeénd' eat, ;mdfa”- to drink. of it.
" Thefe laft two look to ‘the covenant, and hold out the
facrament inreference to ir, and how our Lord Jefus, |
firft by his fufferings was to purchafe a-people to himfelf; |
and fecondly that he was to be communicable to his people ;
therefore the cip - is called the meww covenant in bis blood =
The cup and covenant go together § for tho’ we may con="
fider Chrift without the facrament, yet we cannot fo well
confider the facsament withou! Chrift and the covenant.
2dly, To what is Chrift made difcernible and communi-
cable.7 We anfwer, 1, He is not difeernible nor prefent
after a corporal manner to the bodily eye, tho’ he be real-.
ly and truly prefent: The bread that he gives is his body,
and, the cup his-'blood; and yet it was bread and wine
which was given, and net his body and blood cor porally.
'2. He is not prefent and communicable by, any local mu~
tation, by taking us up to heaven to him, or by bringing -
'his body out of heaven to us; bt he is thefe three ways *
prefent and .communicable. (1.) To our fpiritual fenfes,
to an enlightned underftanding, which confiders Chrift’s
body broken, and his blood 'thed. (2) Tothe faith of
. his people he:is prefent in his own ordinance: When his.
Spirit goes along, and quickens their hearts, and their faith
is in exercife, they are made to apprehend Chrift’s body,
and to have an union with him fittingiin glory, as’ really  *
as they partake-of the elements with their hand, and feed”
upon them with their mouth and flomach; an union as, ¥
real as is betwixt the head and the members, and berwixc
the root and the branches: Thefe two, the Spirit on Chrift’s
fide, and Fzith on our fidé, make up a real union ; and
. therefore, tho’ this prefence be real, yer “tis fpiritual: -
Faith, looking and going thorow the elements, takes up  ©
Chrift accordingto the end appointed, and this makes
the union: Even as faith will look and go thorow the
‘word, and, crediting the word, takes up Chrift in it, and
makes an uniop with him ; fo, by vertue of this ordimance,
there is a fpiritual prefence of .and union with Chrift Je-
fus. (3.) A prefence to fenfe, not fo much in refpeét of -
- .inward feeling, as'in refpe@ of the powerful cffeéts of his
prefence, tho® often inward feeling goes alongft ‘with it;
and therefore "tis called the communion of bis body, and the -
' : o T wine
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_ mot diferning the Lord’s Body. 35
wine of beaven : And in refpect of the mean and way he
manifefts himfelf therein, to the eye, to the touch, to the
tate, and to the car; and there isa colour fenfible:
Which is more than is in any other ordinance, Where
there is but the exercife of one fenfe ; for; the more of the
oumward fenfes he makes ufe of, he brings with him a pro~
portionable blefling to the inward fenfes of the foul.

- 3dly, How doth the facrament hold out Chrift as difx
cernible to us ? For anfwer, I fhall offer thefe Four ways,
how he may be prefent to the faith of the believer, in the .
facrament ; all which. ways he is made difcernible: 1, In
tefpe@ of the inftitution; for Chrift is here reprefented -

by the miaifter as giving himfelf ; his authority and war-

rant is here,” therefore himfelf is. here: This, tho’ it be -
common to all Chrift’s ordinances, yet it belongs in a
peculiar way to this ordinance; for in it he is prefent in's
fpecial manner, making over himfelf and his fufferings to
us, 2. He is made.difcernible in the facrament, in as far
asit reprefents him: And tho’ the word hold him our,
Jet the facrament doth fo, more fully,, clearly and fenfi-
ly, by fuch and fuch figns; by bread, and bread
broken, reprefenting his body broken by fuffering ; by
vine, and wine poured out, reprefenting his blood fhed; ..
and by wine diftin€& from the bread, to fhew a moft true
and real death : In which refpeét , ’ts faid, Do this in re-
membrance of me; and, As often as ye eat this bread and
drivk this cup, ye foew forth the Lord’s deatb till be comé
4gain, Every facrament reprefents Chrift, but this repre- *
fents him in his fuffering and'dying, and in the end of it,
and makes it over to the worthy communicant, 3. He is
made difcernible by this facrament, in this refpeét, as ’tis -
a feal appended and affixed to the covenant, ferving to:
ratify gnd confirm the promifes contained in the covenant ;
and fo the bread and wine, confidered in reference to the
inftiration, are a real confirmation of our real partakin
of the thing fignified, and in fome refpe& make Chri
really prefent: As the giving of a fealed charter of a
fe toa man, is the giving him the houfe; or,.as the
giving of infeftment by a bit of earth or ftone (being a .
legal confirmation) is the giving of that land to the man,
wherein he is infeft; 'bcéaéfe (as I faid) 'ds a legal right
N . 2 ; ‘ to
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36 - The great Sin of , -
to it, and makes it prefent and difcernible to him : Even
fo, Chrift is made difcernible i this ordinance, becaufe
we have our right to him, which is in the word, in a
fpecial manner confirmed to us in ir; for not only doth
this (as other facraments do) confirm the word and cove-
naut in geners!, bat ic hath this peculiar to-it, - that it con-
fi: ms Chrift’s making aver his dying elfto us, 4. Chrift
& here prefent and difcarnible, and made fo by this ordi-
nance, if we confider the facrameot as a mean whereby
we have Chrift communicate to us: He not only makes aver
him{!If covenant-wife, bur fcaleth this gift; and the
facrament is a mzan of communion with him thus made
over to us: In which refpe@, the heliever doth and may
warranzably make ufe of the facrament for his quickning,
elevating, and firengehning to cleave clofer, and to grip
fAt:c to Chrift; for whaich caufe, “tis called the communiin
of ®is boty, and herchy we are faid to be made one body.
eviih bim: Not bat that wirhout the facrament it may be
and is oiten fo;: but by the facrament this union and com-
muunion is ftrengthned and furthered to the faith and
fpiritaal fenfe of che believer, ‘ ‘
4t}ly; What are the reafons why Chrit will \have his

this Licrament? We anfwer, That he will have it fo, for.
theft seafous, 1. For evidencing of, and bearing teftimony
tG, his great love to his people : It fays that a dying Chrift
fo loves vs, that he gave himfeif to us; and fo the memory
of his drath is revived and kept up: He will have his

“dying S:*fin a facrament hefiowed on his people, to'keep.
Eis love ftill freth ro them in their remembrance. 2. For®

tie publick profefling and reftifying ovur faith in a dying
Saviour: For in this facrament we profefs.our faith in him,

and dependence on him; and we fay thereby, and de~

clare to the world, This my Saviour died, and is able to
give me life; which is a piece of honour and glory to
the M -diator, and a part of our duty, when we give pub-
Lck tettimony, that we think no fhame of a crucified Re-
deemer. 3 The Lord hath,for the edification and bene-
fi of his people, made himfIf (o difcernible in this fa-

" crament; and there is a fourfold edification or bencfir that

recoynds to them by it, (1.) Inflruction ; fo- th'y that
. : o cannot
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tannot fo well take up the Lord in the word, may bé
fomewhat helped to take him’ up in the facrament as a
{lain-Saviour, and as being as needful as meat and drink,
without which, as we cannort live, no more can we live
without him: And O how-many fpiritaal leflons may be
had by thefe fignificant. ceremontes inftituted by Chrift!
(2) There is here edification unto the faith of God's

ople : And thus it becomes ftrengthning, when not on-
ly Chrit fays in his word, [ bave loved my Church, and
given myfelf for ber, and, They that believe fball not perifh ;
but we have this ordinance fealing this, *Tis exceeding
firengehning to a, poor weak doubting body, which could
not cafily believe that Chrift! would be fo kind to a-rebel;
when he gets a facred feal of his kindnefs, it helps to be-
Jieve what'ts promifed. 3. It edifics, as it fefveth to pro~
mote the inward growth of grace: For, in‘the facrament,
Chrift is communicate ;_and, as he is communicate, life is,
eommunicate, love to God, and to one another, is'com-"
municate: And, in a word, we cannot imagine a coms:
munication ‘of Chrift, but it brings with it ftrengthning’
to the inward man. 4. There is edification in refpeét of
the bzliever’s confolation,. whether as to his fenfe, or as to'

" his faith : The gofpel in its offer and promifes comes out,:

and fays, Men and women, be it known to you, that’
Chrift " is preached to you, and remiffion of fins thorow
him; but the facrament fays, Believing man and woman,

there -is my body not only- broken tor all the eleét in

general, but for thee in particular: And this mach filen-
ceth the great decbate whether I be eleéted or not, or
within the covenant, or not; for it fays, O man, here is
a flain and broken Redeemer made over unto thee, upon-
condition that thou clofe with him in the covenant, as he
offers himfelt ;: .and fo, when there has been fome wayer-
ing and fainting in refpect of confolation before, it proves

1m0t d;/beming the Lord’s Body. 37

very frengthning of the believer’s confolation, confidering

“the nature ‘of the ordinance; and, in.this refpeét, the

facrament is as a ‘love-token of a kind husband to his
fpoufe, who, when he isto remove to fome confiderable
diftance from her for a time, fays, Take and keép this in
remembrance of me, and think that I dearly love thee,

\
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38 . The great Sinof
The fecond point of do@rine is the great duty called
for from a worthy communicant; and that in thorr is,
. #ightly to difcern the Lors’s body made fo difcernible, and as be
is made difcernible.. The text eonfirms the doétrine : For,
tho’ a man had never fo many good things; fuppofe that
he had not only rgifts, but grace, yea and a holy frame
of fpirit; yet, if he be ignorant of what he is called to
or a-doing in this ordinance, he cannor difcern the Lord's

body, and fo cannot communicate worthily : Hence it is, -

that there is fo much nced of knowledge, withour which
a man can no more than a child or a fool rightly take up
Chrift in the facrameat.

To open this a little, we fhall fpeak a word to thefe
three, 1. To the Objeét to be difcerned, 2. To the a&
of difccrning. 3+ To the reafons why this difcerning is fo
neceflary a duty. '

12, For the Obje& to be difcerned ; it is Chrift Jefus fuf-
fering, dying, and making over himfelf to his people ac-
cording ro his covenant ; *tis Chrift, and yet Chrift dying,
and Chrift dying according to the covenant, from which
he can never {c Fcpa_rated : And efpecially in this ordimnce
* in particular, confidered with its end and inftitution with
refpeét to the covenant, ’tis Chrift giving himfelf, and in.
this facrament, according to the covenant, )

2dly, For the a of difcerning ; it is-taken four ways, the
1aft whereof is the main. 1. To difcern a.thing, in fcrip-
ture, is to have diftin@ thoughts and apprehenfions cone
cerning it; s to take up a thing fimply and as.it is in it~
felf: Thus, to difcern Chrift prefent in the facrament, is
to difcern how and wherefore he iy prefent. 2, Ta dif-
cern a thing, is to difference it from other things; and,
in this refpe&, a thing is faid to be difcerned comparative-
ly, as 1 Cor. 4. 7. W'bo maketh thee to differ from anotber ?
"Thus, to difcern this- facrament, and Chrift in ir, isto
difference it from other things; confidering that it was
“once common bread and wine, but that now it is not fo ;
It is to pur a difference betwixt the facrament and com-

mon bread and wine; and betwixt the facrament and the

word aud covenant, ‘yet with refpeét to the covenant, as
the feals differ from the charter; and to difference this
facrament from other facraments, in refpeét that it looks
e P ()
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mot difeerning the Lord’s Body. 39
to a dying Saviour, and communicates him and his benefits
‘that way. 3. To difcern a thing, is to havea high clteerh
of it ; fuch as was the difcerning of meats, days, and places =
So to difcern Chrift-in this ordinance, i$ 10 have a dee
impreffion ahd high eftimation of Jefus Chrift, of hisdeath,
and of his matchle(s love fhining therein; . to have much
fpirituality, holy fear, awe and reverence in reference 16
him: Such a fear and reverence as mean men will have
before a king or a great man, who when they carry uot .
Toitably before fuch,a great perfon, we will fay to them,
Know ye where you are? So the right difcerning and up-
taking of Chrift heré, is to have a high éftimation of him.
4. There is a complex difcerning of a thing in reference
to irs ufe and end : Or we may call it a relative difcerning,
which is pra&ical, when a man conforms himfelf fuitabF‘y

" to his difcerning of the thing; -the want whereof our

Lord reproves in the Jews, Hypocrites (fays he) ye can
difcern the face of the sky, but ye cannit difcern the figns of
be times: And, in this refpe& alfo, when a man carrics
unfuitably before a magiftrate, “tisfaid to him by difcern~
ing perfons, Know ye where you are ? And, this being the
main thing here implied, we fhall fpeak a little more to

. it, whereip thefe ran things are fuppofed; (1.) Some di-

flin@& upraking of ourfelves, of our need, and of our
‘hazard. (2.) The right uptaking of Chrift in this ordi-
‘Bance, as to the fupply of thofe neceffities, and prevent-
ing of that hazard. - And this do@rinal difcerning goeth
before that which is praical, which is a ‘man's fuitable
ufe~making of ‘Chrift, or flitably exercifing Wimfelf in re-
ference to his need, and thart brdinance appointed for fup-
ly of his need by Jefus Chrift; which is with a reflex .
look, fomerimes on himftlf, fometimes on Chrift. And
there are in this thefe five fteps, which follow ove of
thei upon another. 1. It confifts in a fitable frame of
heart, as becomes fuch a poor, finful, unworthy and necdy -
perfon in 'the ‘prefence of {o holy a Lord, going about
fuch a holy aftion; another frame than ‘is called for at
our dinner or fupper, or at ordinary hearing the wotd,
‘or at prayer ; A holy, humble, chderful, ferious, hea-
venly and hungry frame: Holy awe and refpeét to God,
making humbje; faith of (éo‘d’s goodnes and rich grace
o T Ga in

v
\
\

'y



A0 The great Sin of ;
in Chrift fhining in this ordinance, making cheerful ; the
conviction of need, making fober, and yet very ferious
.and cager in what he is about. °T'is a frame made up, as
it were, of contrarieties ; ardent lave and zeal, and yet a
calm and compofed fpirit to hear what God fays, to take
‘what he gives, and ro behold what he manifefts. 2. It -
confifts in an exercife of the mind in mediration, - both in -
reference to ourfelves and to Chrift: Meditarion in refe-
rence to our own finfulnefs and mifery, and meditation on
Chrift's love, calling to mind all that he hath done, think--
ing with delight on Chrift’s fuffering, and on the end of
- it; and againtefleCting a look en ourfelves, to keep life
in this meditation, What' was I when he fuffered and did .
all this for me? and what am I now, when he is offering
this to me? To have the pifture of a loving husband
hanging by a wife, to what pfirpoft is it, and for what ufe
doth it ferve, if fhe hever look-on it to mind him whom
it reprefents? 3. It confifts in an exercife of graces, ‘tis
‘even (as it is faid in the Simg) a making of all the fpices to
caft forth their fmell; and the putting of all things in good
. order, and fludying to have them in good- cafe: “Tis to
- have love warm to the Giver, and clofing with the gift of
a dying Saviour; and to have love warm to others of his
people tor his fake, and becaufe he hath taken us in with
others, to partake of the benefits of his love fhining in his
. death: For love to, the Heag and. members gotogether,
*Tis to have repentance lively ftirred up, and fin made ™ °
heart-pricking, and godly forrow to flow; the heart made
to lothe fin, and the mind exercifed in.forming: hearty
refolutions, purpafes, vows and engagements againft \it.
But ’tis efpecially to’have faith flirred up and in exercife,
. and to have all the fenfes of faith (to fpeak fo) fetagoing:
. As, when the word comes out, and fays Zake yé, eat ye,
#his ismy Body awbich.is broken for you ; faith beholds and
gets as clear and fatisfying a view of Chrift's fuffering and -
dying, asif the man faw him with his bodily eves: When" |
- the hand is ftretched out to take, faith aéts proporrion-
ably, in firetching ot its_hand’to take Chrift ; and not
only grips-him, but in-this ordinance,. and according to
the end of it, " takes it as a pledge. of Chrift performing
- 'what he hath promif¢d, making ufc of him for the end ap-
A - " pomz
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pointed : When “the eyc looks on what is dape, faith is
confidering and taking a view of Chyift, and of the cove.
pant, and of the benofits purchafed by him; and fees a-
nother thing than the elements, even the wakned-vp fword
of thie Father’s juftice purfuing the Mecdiator, as the
ele@ts Cautioper: When the eye looks .on the diftri~
bution, faith fees Chrit made as it were pelievers
Common-good given among them, and fo every one of
them : When the hand puts: the” bread and wine to the
mouth, faith hath a way of opening its mouth, and (as
it were) chewing and feeding upon Jefus Chrit, and of
firengthning, -refrefhing, and <heering itfelf in bim ;
counting itfelf well come 1o wizh him, and fecure in him;
and faftning its engagements to him: All which firengthen
our f{piritual life, as eating and drinking doth the, natural
life. And then, when it comes to the rafte, Chrift re-
litheth moft (weetly to the believer, fo that no wine doth
cheer the natural heart {o much as Chrift in the. facra-
ment, confidered in his love and eovenant, and in the
benchits that come by him, does the-foul of the believer;
faith here confiders Chrift not only as communicable, bue
as aétually communicated. The fourth thing wherein this
difcerning confifts, isa refleCting excrcife s - When we have
rcceived rhe facrament, we are to refle@ and confider
what we have done, and what we are doing; Are we-
indecd feeding upon Chrift ? What is this in our hands?
‘This bread in fome refpeét is bot bread, but Chrift;
This cup is not wine, bur the cup of the new teframent
im bis blood » And, by this reflex alt, the believer apphies,
and confirms himfelf;” having received the facrament,
whereby his union with Chrift-is fignified and fealed up,
he applies, and fays within himfelf, Now Chrift is mine,
and [ am' his: And he confirms himfelf in Chriffs love
to himfelf, and in bis interet,in him ; Now, faith he, I
have gotten no delufion, but the fign and feal of his blef~ -
fed body broken, and of his blood fhed for me. If'un~
belief fay, Have ye, gotten Chrift indeed 7 Yes, fays the

“believer’s faith, having received. this pledge of his love, I |

have gotten himfelf, and 1 fhould believe it: And thisis °

- 10 a& on Chrift, not only direétly, which is a thing com-

mon to the facrament with the word; but to aét on Chrit -
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reflexly,’ and to perfwade ourfelves of our union and
communion with him, which is the end of this ordinance ;
elfe we take not up Chrift'as giving a feal: ‘Therefore the

word is, Take, eat, this is my baf{ broken for you ; there iy |

‘more than a bare fign here: And faith a@s, not only for
Yeceiving, but for confirming itfelf, that by receiving it
‘arh an union and communion with him, who is holden
out in the facrament; for, if it be a feal, and exhibite
‘Chrift as a feal, then faith thould receive and a& on it as
fuch, for artaining the end that a feal thould have, fup-
poling the condition to preceed, 5. It confiftsin an a& of
4piritual affe@ing, whenthere isa holy fmacking (ro fpeak
fo) and kiffing of Chrift, the foul digefting him for the
life of the infer-man, and thereon delighting, rejoicing,
#nd exulting in him: And fo the faith, confidence and
hope of the believer are ftrengthned ; which makes him
that he is not athamed, and upon the back of this ordi-
marily the love of God is.thed abroad in the hearr: And
‘tho® there thould be hittle fenfible feeling, yet the believet
finds himfelf obliged to cheer himfelf in Chrift, and 'in
the covenant, 3nd in the benefits that he hath thro™ his
purchafe ; and there is readily fome warming of love to
. Chrift, and heis econfirmed in the faith of the love of
‘Chrift to him ; And it is impoffible, where thefe two are,
but fome holy tickling of affeGions, which flow, ¥rom
the word, and from this ordinance thus rightly gone about
(as has been faid) will follow; and if .this be not, that is,
§f Chrift be not thus difcerned in the facrament, (1.) God
gets not what he calls for, Chrift’s death is not rightly
minded, his glory and our edification are not promoved :
Nor, 2. Isthe end of the facrament artained : Neither,
3. Is our ¢omfort furthered : For it is not'the ordinance |
" barely, or ordinary bread and wine fet apart for a holy
ufe, but Jefus Chrift difcerned and received in the ordi-
nance, that comforts; otherwife, the ordinance in and by
ftfelf wil not promove our comfort and growth.

The third doétrine is, That it is, .tho' a very common and
¥ife, yet a very great fin, not to difcesn the Lovd’s body as be *
is Polden out in this [acrament difcernible. The greatnefs

-of ‘which may be eafily gathered from what we have dif-
courfed concerning the geeat privikege of the d'ifccrmbief'.

. ‘ . nefs
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~ not difeerning the Lord’s Body. 43
neéfs of the Lord’s body therein; from the horridnefs of
the guilt that if involves in, even the guilt :{ the body and
blood of the Lord, the greateft and moft horrid of all blood-
guiltinefs; and from the dreadful judgments and plagucs
that follow on ir, temporal or bodily, and fpiritual plagues,
yea, even cternal damnation, if repentance through grace
prevent not. But we muft, becaufe of the fhortefs of
time, lcave all that might be fpoken in the more - parti-
cular profecation of this doétrine; and thall only give
you tevo or three caveats (wherewith I fhall clof¢) ro guard
againft miftakes in reference to what hath been fpoken. I
know it will readily be faid, If this be difcerning of the
Lord’s body, and if none other do difcern it %ut fach
as \go abont thefe things, it will be hard for any ro dif~
cern it.  For anfwer to this, I would have you to confider,
1. That there is a more explicite, diftinét and perfe& dit~
cerning; and a more im&l’icitc, confufed' and indiftin
difcerning of the Lord’s. body : If we fpeak of perfe&ion
in difcerning, who come up to that ? but if we fpeak of
an honeft fincere way of aiming to difcern, tho' it be fome-
what indiftin& and confufed, that may be won at; yea, 1
woald not think them in a good condition that reft faris~
fied wirh themfelves, as being diftin& enough in all thefe
things whereof we have fpoken: Yer, where there is (as
I juft now faid) honeft aiming at thefe things, tho’ in a
confufed and indiftinét way ; where faith and love are in
fome meafure a@ing, with a fort of fear and joy mixed to-

‘gether; when there is a fear to profane the ordinance, and

et the foul loves it fo well, that it cannot endure to want

‘It, not Chrift in it; there is a‘difcerning of the Lord’s bo-

dy, that warrants to draw near. 2. Confider, that there
is a general confufion, and a particular confufion (to fpeak
fo) in going abour this ordinance: The general confufion
is this, when perfons are {d very ignorant and confufed,
that they know not at all whar they are doing ; a particu-
lar cobfufion is only in fome refpe&, that is, when a foul
knoweth that Jefus Chrift is in the ordinance, and know-
eth its own condition to ftand in need of him; that it hath
many fpiritual wants to be fupplied, and that there is
much good and a fupply of all thofe wants to be had from
Chrift in this ordinance; but how to come at it thereby,”
o i ! 14
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44 , The great Sin of, &ec. '
it knows not fo well nor fo diftin&ly: A perfon that is
confufed in the general, cannot difgern the Lord’s Body

inthe facrament; bur one that § confufed ina’ particular, -

may : And tho’ fuch an one cannot, it may be, pitchon a
particular promife that fuifs his nced, yet he may fix on
Chrift, and on the covenant in general, which is one of
_ the main things that faith acts on; and indeed, unlefs him-
felf be acted 6n by faith, bis benefits fail : And tho' a
ferious foul cannot get a particular promife to fettle on, we
fay it fhould ftick by the covenant 1n general, asincludiog
“all particulars. 3. Confider, that difcerning is not to be
aftri€ted to the: very inftant of receiving, bur we would
“look well what is our aim-and endedvour aJongft the aétion ;-
and, if habitually we be indeed ferioufly feeking after and
purioing thefe things, we cannot have them all in our
thoughts at once ; that is fcarce, if atall, poffible : Bur if
the aim and firain of your fouls exercife run this way,
and tho’ there be failing in many things, yet this is not a
‘neghCive flighting and carelefs inconfideration. In a
word, fee if theré hath been, 1. Some clear convittion
of fin, and of your great need of Chrift. And, 2. See if '
there hath been fome uptaking of Chrifl in the ordinance,
and he made precious and lovely thercin in fome meafure;;
and that it was your errand, in gaing to that erdinance, to
take Chrift ta_fupply your need, and take away yourfin,
and your aim to go abour the ordinance rightly 1n order ta |
that end ; if the ftrain and feries of your way in thefe

hath been honeft and fincere, ye have no reafon ro account .

ourfelves (at leaft alrogether) unworthy communicants;
. ‘Tho®, when we have done all that we can do, "tis God
himfeif who muft enable us rightly to difcern the Lord®s

Body, and who muft gracioufly pafs by many things that -

will be found amifs in us ; according to good king H:ze-
kiab his prayer, 2 Chron. 30. 18, 19. The good Lord pardon
every one that prepaveth bis beart-to feck Gid, the' be be not
“eleanfed according to thbe purification of the farituary , So muft
we fay, The goed Lard pardon us, tho’ we difcern and
_take not up Chrift’s Body with that faith and love, with
that diftinétuefs and ‘clearnefs, with that delight, cheer-
folnefs and joy that become, and are requifits for fuch a
folemn attion, C :
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A SERMON preached immediately be- .
fore the Communion, S

On Mat. 22. 4.

marriage.

All things areready : come 1o the

HERE are many great aud glorious things fpoken of -
T the gofpel,; and our blefled Lord Jefus hath made
ufe of many goad fimilitudes, wonderfully appofire, to fet
it out: Sometimes ’tis called the Ringdom of beaven, for
reafons that we will not now infift upon ; fometimes "tis cal=
lead’a marviage, as here and elfewhere. Some of thofe
fimilirudes fhew what great and fingular fatisfaition is to be -
had in it ; therefore it is compared 1o a feaf?, fupper, and
dinner, Some of them fhew the way how we are made par-
takers of it ; {0 opening and receiving holds torth believing -
And fome of thofe fimilitudes hold forth both, as thisof a-
marriage, which points at the ftrait union betwixt Chrift
and believers, and at the manuer. or way of our entring in-’
to this blefled union, on which follows communion,” )

We need not infilt in opening .the words, which are-
plain ; .we fhall oaly fay thefe taw words, to make way for-
obfervations : The firft whereof fhal_l be, to fhew thar the
fcope of the parable i1s not to hold forth peoples coming
to the ordinances or:the facraments “only or mainly ; but
their.coming to Chrift Jefus himfelf, and to the far things
in the ordinances. - Many come to the ordinances, who
come not td Chrift and to the feaft ; that which is called
for here, is'a real clofing with Chrift, and an accepting.
of him for our Husband, on his own terms. The fecond -
word is, to fhew, that tho’ the ordinances be neither the
marriage nor the feaft, yet it is by the ordinances that
‘the marriage is furthered, and the feaft prepared and -
made ready ; for faith rakes Chrift in the word, and ftrikes
hands with him in the facrament: When he faith in the
word, Be thou for me, and I aill be for thee ; Fajth faith, -
Content Lord: And when he faith in'the facramcnt,‘?ke;

- . - aith
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aith faith, Welcome with all my heart ; he being there,

_as well as beis in the ward. - , s
and rogether propofe fome ahftrvations from the wards.
2. We fhall clear and confirm them. And then, 3. We
fhall ‘infift in the application of all jointly." The abferva—
dions are thefe, Firfl, That in the gofpel there is a clear and

. manifeft making-up of a marriage baiwixt Cbrift and fouls,
The preaching of the gofpel is like a man’s making of a

-marriage for his fon. The fecond is, That this marriage is

ane of the moft excellent marfiages thas ever was : There
fore it is called ‘the marriage of the King's Son. The
. third is, That, before this marriage can be broyght abous and:

accomplifbed, theve are many things to be made veady. The.

fourth is, That, wbere the gofpe) ¢comes, 4ll things ave made
veady for fouls clofing with Cbrift in this marrigge. . The fiftb
i5, Tbat the Mafier of the feaft, the K ING, God the Fa-
ther, and the KING's Sow, the Bridegroom, are vot only
content and willing, but very defivous to bave finners coming
20 the marviage : ‘They would fain (to fpeak fo with reve.
rence) have poor’ fou{a

That, when the Mafler fends out bis fervants in bis name, theie
@reat work is to imvite to the wedding, and to clofe the maar-

viage, ‘The feventh is, That, when people ave invised to this

maryiage, it is, their dyty, and greatly of sheir comcern, to
come. The eighth is, That 4l they that come may éxped a
very beasty welcome: Therefore they are invited once and
again. And if we ¢ompsre this text with Luke 14. we

will. find there, that the Mafter orders his fervants to com-

pel them that are invited to come in.

All thefc obfervations are very obvious in the ‘words;

and if the Lord would gracieufly pleafe to help usto
fpeak, and you to hear, as theyare not impertincat to our

prefent putpofe, fo they might be made very edifying, °

ftrengthning, refrefhing and comfortable to'us.
We'thall, in the fecond place, a little more particularly
clear and conficm every onc of them. The firft was, That

there is a marviage betwixt Ghrifft and fouls, beld forth and .

made offer of 'in sbis gofpel. We take this for granted : For
- hgre ig the King's Som, and fome bidden to his marriage, and
-~ thofe that ar¢ bidden are mot worthy: They are all

pro-

Thefe tewo things being premifed, we thall, 1. At qn(;e .'

efpoufed to Chrit. The gxtb is, .




D -

" gre tbe . firongep Invitations. 47
rofeflars and members of the vifible Charch; the

" feope of the parable being to fhew, that the offer of this

_marriage was firft made 1o the Feaws, and again rencwed:

to them, and then from them ‘it came to the Gentiles. I
fhall in paffing give you a lutle hint of the nature of this
marriage, in thefe four: 1. There is by this gofpel a real
union made up betwixe Chrift and the fouls of believers :
Which union is not with the ordinances, nor with fenfe,
nor with the benefits which flow froni Chrift ; but with
Chrit himfelf primarily and principally: And it is (o,
pear a tye, and very clofe, that it is preferred unto, and
gocth beyond, the union that is betwixt the husband and
wife, Epb, 5. .30. We are (fays the apoftle) members of bis
body, of bis flefb, and of bisbones: Where, alluding to that
union betwixt husband and wife, he not only makes the

union real, but makesthe one much fraiter.thaa the other.
2. The nature of this union is fuch, thatit is murual ; the
Bridegroom hath in a manner (to'fpeak fo, with reverence
of his Majefty) no power over himfelf, when he is mar~
ried unto the Bride ; and the Bride hath no power oveg
herfelf, but the Bridegroom : So that here there is a fort
of mutual up-giving of the Bridegroom to the Bride, and
of the Bride to the Bridegroom ; actording to thofe won-
derfully condefcending words, Hofea 3. 3. Thou frailt not
de for amother man, fo will I alfo be for thee. The Loord hath
belicvers undér a peculiar tye to him, and he hath rtyéd
himfelf peculiarly to them, fo that (if we may fpeak thus)
neither of them is mafter of themfelves : The [ﬁrd Jefus
doth fome way account himfelf not to be mafter of himfelf,
he 'is fo engaged to thém to be theirs and for them, and
cannot but be anfwerable to his engagement ; and they
are obliged to be no more mafters of fhemfelves, -but to
be abfolutely and altogether at his difpofing. 3. This,
union is made up by mutual confent of parties, and the
confent muft be willing. His confent comes in his word ;_

i be fays from thence, Bebold, I fand at the door and knotk; if

any man will bear my voice, and open the door, I.will come in to

bim, and will {up with bim, and be with me ; I come (as if

he had faid) in my gofpel to «woo; and, if any will confent

to take me on the terms on which I offer myfelf, I awill be -

theirs,. The foul’s confent is given by faith in his wﬁ.rd'; ‘
. ’ ' « °  which
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which is cAlled, Fobn 1. 12, receiving of bim, ind is rela- |

tive o the offer : The offer is indeed backed and quick-
ned by the Spirit, without which it would never he receiv.
ed; yet notwithftanding, that which eur faith lays hold
on, is not the Spirir, bur the word quickned by the Spirit.
"4. Confider here the effets thar follow immediately and
inflantly on this marriage-union ; Chrift with all that is his
becomes ours, and we with all thar is ours become his:
Our debt is imputed to him, he is lable to it, and muft
pay it, and provide for us, and be our Head and Husband;
and his righteoufnefs, the- purchafe of bis'death and fuf-

ferings, viz. jultification, fan&ification, his Spirit, grace .

and glory, and every good thing that he hath, become
ours ; and at length the Bride 1s taken into the King’s
. ivory palaces.. 7 ’

The fecond obfervatior Was, That this is 4 moft bonoserable, -

" moble and excellent marviage ; the like whereof never was,
nor never fhall be, from Adam to the end of the world:

*Tis with the King's Som, with the Prince of the kings of =
8he earth, the Heir of allthings, the. byightnefi of the Fa. -
they's glory, the exprafs image of bis perfon, who was befove

" all things, and by whum all things cinfif. O! is there any
match like this? Is there any fo great and fo noble as He'2

Isthere any in this world whom ye can marry, that is fo°

- rich as He ? They that marry him fhall inberit all things,
Rev. 21. 7. We may clear it a lirtle forther from five or
fix particulars in_the text. 1. "Tis an excellent and ho-
nourable marriage, in refpeét of the Bridegroom, who is
(as hath been hinted) the King"s Son; who hath not another
natural fon. He is the only begottemof the Fatber. There
is' not another Mediaror : He is the Fathers Egual and
}ellaw 2 So that, if (if we may put an if to it) the Fa-
ther be great and glorious, fo is he ; for he is God, the
fame God equal with the Father in power and glory; the
awonderful Gounfeller, the mighty God, . the everlafling Father,
the Prince of peace This marriage 'is -excellent and
honourable, 1n refpeét of the Bride's Father-in-law (fo
to {peak) he isthe King: God the Father, Son and tHoly
Ghoft have all a hand init; and the believer, mirried to

Chrift, is daugbter-in-law to the grear God, ingrafred fome.
way into the fame ftock, allyed .with the fame familv,

_ 2 Cor.
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;- 2 Cor. 6.18. I will be a Father to you, and ye [ball be my

fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almwghty. 3. It is excel-

~ lent and honourable, in refpet of the preparation made

forit, There wasnever fuch a wedding-feaft ; the dioner -

is prepared, the oxen and fatlings killed : Bue you- will
fay, What is al] that ? Even Jefus Chrift himfeif, he is

* that Bread indeed, that Drink indeed, the Feaft of fat thingsy

and of awines on the lees well vefined ; the Bridegroom is (to,
fay f0) the chief Difh thar the believer feeds and lives’

. upon for ever ; and the fpiritual bleflings and benefits that

. are gotren in him-and from him, are as fo many dithes of
" this feaft, fiuch as ‘rightcoufnefs, pardon of fin, peace and
. friendfhip with God, the Spirtr, adoption, fang?

_ joy in the Holy Ghoft, grace and glory, the hope of a
' room in thofe manfions that are in his Father’s houfe, of a

ficarion,

fea; with him at his table and on his throne ; even'a fhare

in his whole purchafe: And is not thar a feat 2 4. *Tis
. honourable and excellent, in refpet of irs moft noble rife,
" iz, from allerernity, in the bofom of the Fathes : It bred-

(to fay fo) in the King’s breaft before the foundation of the :

- world . was laid ; the covenant of redemption was then con-
. cluded, and the contrat of marriage there drawn, and the .

blefled projeét of it then laid down : ‘Sacrifices and offe="
vings thou didff mot defire, (faith the Mediator, Pfal 4o.)
Mine ears baft thow opened; burnt-offerings nor fin-offerings
thou baft not veguired » Then faid I, Lo, I come, in tbe vo-

lume of thy book it is awritten of me, I delight to do thy will, « .

0 my God. The Fatlier gives fo many to the Son to be re-
deemed, of whom he willingly, readily and cheerfully
accepts, and offers to fatisfy for them, which in due time
he doth. 5. Itis excellent and honourable in this re(pect,
that there was never fuch a concurrence of {o many and fo
great thingsto commend and further a marriage as there is
in this : Such as the making of the world, menand angels;
the incarnation of Chrift, or his coming into the world ;

. his preaching, and working of miracles for confirmation of .

his doétrine ; his fuffering and dying, rifing and afcend-
ing ; his giving minifters and their gifts ; and, - to make up
the’ marriage-union, the Spirit from hgaven coming along
with the word, and working faith in the foul; by which

- bonds, Chrift and the bel]i:t’:vcr are joined together; Chribﬁ

-
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gy his Spirit apprehending the believer, and the béliever,

.~ apprehending Chrift by faith. Was there ever a marriage~

“ contraét or union bound up betwixt two fuch vaftly and in-
finitely diftant parties ? was there ever fuch honour and
riches attending and following a match; fugh righteoufnefs,
remiffion of fin, adoption, peace with God, joy of the

~ Holy Ghoft, the Spirit, holinefs in the beginning and gra-
dual advances of it; fellowfhip and 'walking with Ged,
the .white Stone, the new Name, the Throne, the Crown,

. Grace, and Glory, every thing that is good for the Bride
here, and glory in heaven ; in a word, Jefus Chrift, and
all.the Benefits of his purchafe 2 Were thére ever fuch ea=
fy terms and conditions ? It is only, Come so the wedding ;
when the King comes a-wooing, let him be welcomed with
your heart’s confent; when he fays, I am content to mar
7y yom, let your hearts fay, Amen, Lord Fefus, I am con-
fent to marry thee, and to be for thee and for hone otber.
And, may not I add, Was there ever fuch fecarity and
confirmation given of any marriage 2 *Tis confirmed by the
death of the Bridegroom, he hath fealed his teftament
with his blocd, and there is no annulling nor altering of a
man’s teffament when he is dead: And our Lord Jefus,

* who was once dead, is now alive, and lives for evermore ;

he will never die again, nor make another teftament. O

beloved hearers, all thisis to let you fee that our Lord is
inearneft and very willing to efpoufe you; and indeed it fhall
not be his fault if it be not a bargain : And, if it be in-
deed a bargain betwixt your fouls and him, “tisa very rare
and rich one ; O the many rare, excellent, noble, notable
and none-fuch privileges and’advantages that attend this
" marriage, and are to be enjoyed by the foul efpoufed to
« Chrift ! even God and Chrif{, grace and ‘glary, and all
thatis comprehended under thefe, belongs to thar foul. We
muft here be filent, left in fpeaking of them we darken,
them by our words ; here is an abyfs and bottomlefs depth,
ready, as it were, to fwallow up words : We confefs, we

can tell you but very little what they are ; 'nay, if all the -

. ableft and holieft minifters on earth, and all the angels in
heaven were joined together, they could not to the full, by
very far, tell what an excellent match and marriagc this is,
¢ven to be matched with the Son of God ; and yer this

LR ' ' prin
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- privilege and honour have all the faints, all believers, to
- whom 'ho is Wonderful and Precions, tho’, alas! not as he
- ought to be: Thereis a day coming, when we fhall know
" to fatisfaltion, shat the Fatber is in the Som, and thbe Som
in the Fatber ; and that believers are in Chrift, and be in
them : We fhall then know the now inexpreflible and in-
conceivable advantages of this marriage, wben be [balk.
come to be glorified in bis faints, and wondred at in all thems
tln;t believe : And 1ill that day the onc half will never be
told us. :
The third obfervation was, That there ave many things
20 be vemoved out of the way, and to be dome: Many things
to be made ready before this marriage can be made up.
1. There's a natural diftance between the parties,that muft be
removed ; God cannot be one flefh with us: And betwixe
parties to be married, there muft be fome fuitablenefs of
nature; therefore, to remove this diftance, and to bring
about the marriage, the Son of God becomes Man, that
he may be Immanuel, God with us, God in our nature, and
fo in capacity to be clofed with. 2. There is 2 finful di-
flance, which alfo - muft be removed before this marriage
can be made up : For God is a confuming fire to finners;
he and they neither will nor can unite in that pofture :
Therefore, before an offer of marriage can be made to any
parpofe, be muft give bimfelf for bis Cburch, sbhat be may
Jan8ify and cleanfe it with the waping of water by the
word ; and then it follows, zbat be prefents ber to bimfelf &
glorious Church, withont [pot and arinkle, or amy fuch thing. '
He could nor have accefs to marry his Bride, fhe was fo
uncomely, filthy and lothfom, lying in.a moft pitiful con=
dition, i ber blood, as Ezekiel fets it forth to the life and
atgreat length, Chbap. 16. Therefore, to cleanfe her, he -
ve himfelf for her. 3, Ere all this could be done, there
hoved a ground to be laid for peace with God the of+
fended Party, who was to be Father-in-law: And here
comes in the covenant of redemption, Pfal. 40. 6, 7. Sa~
evifice and offering thow didft not defive ; then faid I, Lo, I
ame, &c. For taking away the curfe, and reconciling the
ole& to God, the Father fays (as it were) I muft needs be:
once in friendfhip with them, ere { can admit them to my-
houfc; and, Son, if thou \glt (atisfy my juftice, and pay
' 2 ' - theig
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- their debt, T fhall give them to thee-for a feed, and to be
thy Bride and Wife: Well, fays Chrift the Mediator, Fa-
ther, I accept of the bargain j Lo, [ come to.do thy aill, O
my God : W hereupun it comes to pafs (as the apoftle hath
it, 2 Con 5. laft,) That be is made fin Yor us, who knew no
fin, and we are made the vighteoufnefs of God in bim ;- For
1t was as really agreed in the covenant of redemption that
he fhould be made fin for us, as it came to pafs in the
atual execution of it: And thus way is made for the mar-
riage. 4. When this is done, the marriage muft be “pro-
clamed through the world by the prcaciectgofpcl, the
contraét thuft be'opened up and read, and finners confent

" called for. We arc told therein, that the Word is made
fisb, and dwelt among us ; and, becaufe mo man bath feen
God at any time, the only begotten Som, who'is in the bojom of
the Futher, ke declares bim ;. as it is, Fobnw 1. 14, 15. He
comes and reveals more clearly the “contraét, firft in his -
own Perfon and by his own muniftry, and then by fend-
ing his fervants, and telling chat all things are ready.

5. The laft thing 1o be removed is the uncircamcifion and
ftupidnefs of our heacts. Naturally we are givey to flight
- him in his offers, to refufe to open to him, and to let him
in when he knocks ; to make excufe, .to delay, fhift and
put. him off ; nay, to refufe to entertain his propofal of .
marriage, and to givt him a repulfe : Thercfore he comes
by his Spirit, and putsin bis finger by the bole of the door,
and lets fome myrrbe dvop—on the bandles of the lock, and
powertully, but fwectly, inclines the heart to™ caft itfelf
open to him ;. and then he performs the promifes of fanéti-
facation, circumcifing the beart to love bim with all the beart,
and with all the foul; as it is, Deut. 30, 6. And all thefe

romifes are contrived, framed and provided to meet with
difficulties in us, We are rold, Fob» 6. 44. that no man’
can come $o.Chrift, except the Father shat fent bim draw him
and, Pfal. 110. 3. itis promiled, that in the day of bis
power bis people fball be willing ; and ‘whoever (being made
willing) cometh, fall in nowife be caft out, John 6. 37.

. The fourth obfervation is, Tbat by' the preaching of the
gofpel, whitherfoever it cometh, and by the.great things mads
offer of therein, ail Yhings are made ready : Obﬂru&ion;

o . o an
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and whatever might hinder che clofing of the marriage,
are removed, The Father is ready, having declared his
willingnefs to give his confent, This is my beloved Son in
whom [ am well pleafed, bear ye bim, Marth.3. I am well
fatisficd with him, rake him to you for your flead and Huf-
band: The Son is ready to take all by the hand that will
embrace him ; pardon of fin, peace with God, fanctifica~
tion, the maufion, &, are ready to be ‘beffowed ; the
feaft is ready, the fatlings are prepared ;. the promifes are
filled with every neceflary good thing, there is bread e-
wough in the prodigal’s Father's boufe and to fpare ; the con- -
trat s ready, and an offer of it made on the Bride-
groom’s fide ; the terms are drawn up and put in form, and
" all things agreed upon and ready, even to the fubfcripri-

‘on: And there is no more required, but that the hearers
* of this gofpel heartily confent to take him, and fubmit to
his righteoufnefs and dominion ; which if they da, all
things fhall be theirs, even life eternal, and all. things that
may fit them for it, promifes for this life, and that which is
tocome, and Chrift engaged to keep the bargain: And
this is" it thar is preached every §ay to you, tho’, alas!
anfuicably ; fo that s not now, #ke /bali go up to beaven,
and bring down Chrif from above:? or, awho fball defcend un~
#0 the deep, and bring bim up from the dead? that we may
get him to marry ; but the righteoufnefs of faith faith, The
" avord is mear thee, even in thy- mouth, &c. Chrift’s.confent
is not to be asked or brought from afar, for he hath.des
clared i in his word ; and the terms of the contra& are,
If thou fbalt confefs with thy mouth the Lord 79]«4:, and fbalt - .
believe with thy beart that God bath yaifed bim from tbe dead,
thou foalf be faved, Rom. 1o. 8, 9. Engage therefore ho-
neftly with. Chrift, and keep to him; deny yourfelves,
and clofe with him ; give vp yourfelves to” him, and ye
fhall be faved ; And that is all one with this, to be married

to him. Yea, the day of the marriage is fer, andsthatis . :

the day -of the gofpel ; the -Bridegroom is come to the
Church, the table is covered, and the minifters the Bride-
groam’s friends are waiting on to efpoufe you to him, and
to make up the marriage ; fo thar all things meer and
- requitite for making peace betwixt God and. finners are

ready. -” o .
.'a\y ’ D3 - S : The.
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. The gﬂb obfervation was, Tbat Chrift the Bridegroom

and bis. Father ave very awilling 80 bave tbe match made
and tbe marriage compleased. “Therefore doth he fend forth
his fervants with a ftri@ commiffion, not only to rell fin-
ners that all things are ready, but to bid them come to the
marriage : Yea, he not only wills them to tell that all
things are ready, and to invite, but to compel them (as
Luke hath it, Chap. 14- 23.) to come in ; to ftir them up,
and prefs them to it; to threaten them if they come not;
and to accept of no refufal or nay-fay. The evidences of
his willingnefs are many, which I will nor now iofift v~ -
pon ; as, that he hath made the feat, and fuch a feaft, and
frcparcd fo for it, and given himfelf to bring ir about, "
nd keeps upthe offer and proclamation of the marriage, -
even after it is flighted: All thefe, and many mo, tell -
?lainly that the Father and the Son arc moft heartily wile
ing ; theretore rhey expoftulate when this marriage is fe-
fufed, O Ferufalem, Ferufalem, bow often would I bave ga- -
2bered you, but yow would not ! Matth. 23. O Ferufalem, .
Horufalem, if thou, evep thou, badff kmowsn in this sby day
#be things that belong 1d thy pence ! Luke 19, All thefefad -
complaints, that Ifrael would not bearken to bis woice, avd .
bis people would bave wome of bim, Pfal. 81. 7. that be came -
#0 bis own, and bis own yeceived bim not, John 1. 11. and
that they sill mot come to bim that they might bave’lift, :
John 5. 40. make out his willingnefs abundantly and un- -
deniably. -
The fixth obfervation was, That the great ework of the -
minifiers of the gofpel is, to imvite umto, amd 1o endea- -
wour to bring this marriage betwixt Chrift and fouls t0 4 -
clofe. ‘The fervants are fent out for this very end, to con- -
clude the bargain : Tho’ he be Lord of all, yet he would
net employ in this work, angels; ncither would he fpeak -
immediately by his own voice from heaven, for by reafonof
_his greatne(s we could not have endured that way of woo-
ing ; but faith on the matter to men, fubjeét to the like
pailions and infirmities, Go tell that the King hath fuch .
a Son, and that ye are fent out to woo in his name ; and .
make notonly offer of marriage, but requeft, intreat, per- -
- fwade, pray and obreft, yca command and compel them -
¢® £ome (0 the mmiagc,\{y holdiog forth the curfe »ghnci;. :
A ' Lo come:
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Comes on them that will not come: And hence are thofe

denounced woes, and fhaking of the duft off their feer,

." for a teftimony againft them that will not come.

, T'he feventb obfervation was, That it is the duty of all to .
whom’ the good mews of this marviage come, to come to it 5
and, when they are invited to it, prefently without all delay to
yield. Needs there any proof of this? does not the Ma~
fter’s fending, and the fervants coming, call for it? do.not

his preparing of all things, his inviting to the

marriage,

and his expoftuliting with them that come not, and ouc .

* own great neceflity, urgently require it ?

The eighth and laft obfervation was, That all they that
some wmay expet a very good and beartfom welcome. None
necd fo fear that they fhall not be made welcome; fee-

ing they are come nor uncalled, they fhall not

fic unfer-

- wed: The Lord will not look down on fuch as come; nay,
he is waiting on to welcome them, and to meet them as
it were mid-way ; as we fee in the parable of the prodi-
galz,' Luke 15. his father ftays not till his fon come ta, him,

ut feeing him afar-off coming, he runs with
meet him, and then moft affe@ionately embraces

fpeed to
him, and

falls on his neck and kifles him: And if the poor child
thould fay, I am not wortby to be called a fon ; he an{wers
that, not fuffering him to {peak out all that he had refolved
to fay: Even when the depaucht runagare had fpent all
by riotous living, and would fain have told out the fad and
fhameful ftory of his grofs mifcarriages and great unwor=-
thinefs, he interrupts him, and fays, in a manner, Son,
hold thy peace as ro thar; I know well itis grievous to
thee; go quickly, and put on the robe, the ring and the

fhoes that are provided for thee,

I come now, in the third place, to make application of
all: And, is it poffible to fpeak or hear of this fubject as
becomes ? who 1s fufficient for thefe things, to (peak fui-

“tably in the name of the Lord, and to lay before you this
contralt of macriage with fuch a Bridegroom? Beloved
hearers, are ye in a fuitable pofture to tryft with him ?
do ye think that ye are for this marriage? is it your fe-
rious purpofe to clofe the bargain with him? If fo, pray

the Lord to give us to fpeak, and you to hear

the word

in fuch manngr as it mal)s ‘be a marriage-day indeed.
b ) 4
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There are very good news here, and bleffed eternally b
God, that ever we heard them, or had them to fpeak o
and that ye have them yet 10 hear; they fhould make you
very fouls, in a manner, flighter within you, and make
you to rouze up youfelves to welcome them with gladne®

of heart. - o :

And therefore, 1. We would exhort you all ta believe
this report. " There are, alas! but few who do indeed be=
lieve, that the eterhal God hath this defign of marriage
betwixt him and finners: Therefore, let not your hearts
be firaitned, only believe that this is the good word of

God, that thefe are the faithful and true fayings of him
thar cannot lie, and that he is waiting on to ratity them to all
who give them credit. *Tis fomewhat hard to deliver or
receive a word of threatning in faich, but, in fome refptét,
more hard to believe 'a word of promife -and of confola-

- tion ; it is proportionably hard to look upon this as God’s
own offering of a marriage with his Son, as if he him{elf
were by viva dpce fpeaking it out of heaven, and to be-
lieve that this offer is really his: And therefore, as I

- defire.(as his fervant) to fpeak to you, fo I would, again
and again, obteft you to be rouzed up, and 1o rouze u

_yourfelves to believe ir. 2. Rouze, ftretch and enlarge -

our underftandings, “and your hearts and affeions for
ieholdihg, conceiving and embracing this rich bargain of
grace: O confider ferioufly, from whom it is, for what
end it is, how it is brought about, and doth come, to you;
the height and depth, the length and breadth whercof is

inconceivable: Be holily amazed and wonder, that the .

" offer of this marriage confes to you, and that he is con-

tent to marry you. 3. In a word, would you know what

we have to do with you, or what is our commiffion to you ! -

this day ? This is even it, to tell you.thar the King harh

made a'marriage for his Son, and hath prepared and made
all things ready for reuniting you'to himfelf; yea, this
fame King rhar hath made this , wedding ready, and hath
carved out this way, of throughing his defign, by fpeake
ing to you in his word by his fervants, fpeaks to you by
us, and-we {peik to you in his name, and tell you, that
our blefled Lord Jefus is wooing you ; we declare, publifh
snd proclaim it: O take norice of it. ‘QOur Lord Jefus is
. 0, TN ~ not
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) pot far to feek, he is here waiting on to clofe the bargain
; withyou: Tuis is our errand, to proclaim thefe glad
. tidings to you; and wha glader tidings could you wifh,
+ than to have it told you, that ye may be happy and cafily
.. .happy, and-thar, it ye be-content to be fo, thete is no-
thing that might mar this happinefs, but it is removed
and taken out of the way ? Is not the Father ready? He
bath given his confent: Is not the. Bridegroom ready,
. when he hath done fo much, and is waiting on your confent 2
. The feaft is ready, and the garments ay'e ready, and there
' isno more to do, but to take and put them on; and faith’
- ¢exercifed on him will do both: The contra is ready,
and there is nothing to be changed or altered in it ; and
- he is ready to accept of you, if ye will accept of him;
. Qur blefled Lord Jefus fays, he is content to marry you ;
and there is no more to do, but to {ubfcribe your name
to the contract. If you want clothes, Lie will give them
to you; if ye want a houfe, if ye want meat or drink, he
will provide for you ; whatever it be that jyou really ftand
in need of, for foul or body, in time or etcrrity, ye fhall
have it from him: The promifes are filled wich all things
that pertain to life and godliefs, to this life and to that
which is to come; there is in effe nothing wanting bug
your confent, and let not that be wanting, I befeech you.
In profecuting this purpofe, I fhall (peak a litdde, 1. To
thofe to whom the offer is fade, or o thofe who are,cal-
led. 2. To whar they are called to. 3. To' the terms
on which they are called. 4. To the ‘manner how ye
fhould come. 5. To the peremptorine(s of the call, and
to the neceflity of coming.  And, 6. (if ir.be poffible. to
win at it) A word ro fome motives, whereby ye may be
preffed to come, and not to negleét the opportunity of fuch
a precious feafon of grace. . ;
For the Firfi; "It 1s not one ar two, or fome few that- -
are called, nor the great only, nor the fmall only, not the
holy only, nor the profane only, but ye are zil bidden,
the call comes to all and every one of you.in .particular,
poor and rich, high and low, holy ard protane ; Ho (pro-
. clsimeth the Lord, asit were, with an Gyes, Ifa, 55.1.)
vy one that thirfis, come ; and be that bath no maney, let
bim come ; whofoever will, let kim <ome and take of the
v N . water

) .
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water of life freely, Rev. 22. 17. Our blefled Lord Jefus
nat firaitned in his call ; and we may humbly fay in fome
" meafure, that we are not ftraitned in our bowels; in his
. mame we invite all of you, and make offer of Jefus Chrift
to be your Husband, that ye may have 4 room.amorg them
‘#bat fland by, and be with bim for ever ; 1 fay, We make
this offer to all of you, to you that are Atbeifls, to you
that are Gracelefs, to you that are Jgmrart, to you that
are Hypocrites, to you that are Lazy and Lukewarm, to the
civil and to the profane; we pray, we befeech, we obieft
you all to come to the wedding; Call (faith the Lord)
she blind, the maimed, the balt, &c. bid them all come,
-'yea, compel them o come in : Grace can do mo and

-greater wonders than to call fuch ; it can not only make’

‘the offer of the marriage to them, but it can make up .

the march cffe@ually betwixt Chrift and them: We
will not, we dare not fay, that all of you will get Chrift
for a Husband; but we do moft really offer him to you all,
and it fhall be your own fault if ye want him and go with-
out him. And therefore, before we proceed any further,

we do folemnly proteft, and before God and'his Son_Je- :,t
fus Chrift, take infiruments this day, that this offer is made ¢

to'you; and that it is told to vou in his name, that the
Lord Jefus is willing to match with you, even the pro-
faneft and moft gracelefs of you, if ye be-willing to match
with him; and he earneftly invites you to come to the
. wedding : It 'you can'touch at any thing on his fide, that
s not‘readﬁor at any thing on your fide, bur it may

thro® grace be made ready if ye will cone, you may; but
"tis impoffible, for the covenant is ewell ordered and fure, and
that ix all things; and thefe words are not the words of
men, but the words of the trwe and faithful Witnefs, which

ye muft count and reckon for, when we are dead and gone: -,

. He bath killed bis cxen and fatlings, and prepared kLis dinner,
and bid bis guefs ; all things are ready, in the duc order
and manner, whether on your fide or on his, if ye be wil-
ling to ftep to and make the bargain: He hath drawn up
the contra@, and fear us out with it to you, to crave your
fubfcription; and, ‘if ye be ready for that, he craves no
more of you. Now, I put you all to it, whether will ye
fabfcribe it of not ? And I would not put one of you with-

: : 0
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out the reach of this invitation. However we be, ajas?
much carpal in fpeaking his mind, yet we defire not to

* obfcure nor limit our Lord’s grace; he calls all of you to

the wedding, he hath fent us out as his fervants (tho’ of
all the moft unworthy) to clofe and conclude the contra&
of marriage with yon this day, if you b¢ willing. Come

« then, O come and fubfcribe, and it fhall be in very deed

abargain. If ye can thro’ grice fay from your hearts, /e
will take bim ; then I fay to you, Take bim, and bave bims

with the Fatber's. blefing. Our commiffion is not only to °

offer him, and to invite you to take him, but to clofe a
bargain betwixt him and you who are content to take him ;
we would (as the apoftle fpeaks, 2 Cor. 11. 2.) efpoufe you

1o ome Husband, that we might prefent you a cbaft virgin to

Chrif, and have you bavd-fafied to him, as the word is:
And this is very well becoming one of. the days of the Sen
of Man, and one of fuch. feafons of -his grace, to make
this offer to great and fmall, rich and poor, learned and
unlearned, gracious and gracelefs, hypocrites and pro-
fane; there is here no exception of perfons with him;
the blefled God is content to match with the moft grace-
kfs and godlefs of you, as well as with thofe who are
gracious and godly: There is joy in beaven at tte converfion
of a finner, and the price was paid for the cle@ that are
yet gracelefs, as: well ‘as for'thefe of them who are now
gracious ; for all were once in the fame cdndition : ‘Fhere-
fore look not with narrow and ftraitned hearts on the rich
and liberal allowance of our blefled Lord Jefus. :
- But, Secondly, What is it that we call you to, when we
id you come to thé marriage? "Tis not to the communi-

on only, ’tis not to any of Chrift's benefits only, “tis not
to fay at firft-hand confidently thar all is yours, or to have
a fure knowledge (as ye call it) and perfwafion at the very
fickt thatit is fo; tho’ I heartily with that ye may find
this perfwafion on folid and good grounds; but it is firft
and mainly to marry the Bridegroom, and then to come
to the feaft; We call you to believe, and we declare in
his name, tha, if ye will betake yourfelves to him in good
earncft, ye fhall be faved ; if ye will, as it were, put your
hand to the pen, and fubferibe yourfclves heartily con-
tent to take-him,. ye fhall moft certainly have him and ;}l
- . , . is

\



)

6o - . Gofpel-Preparations | -
bis bentfits. Ye rhat are profane, take him, bat not
to live flill in your profanity, but to fudy holinefs in all
manner of converfation, in his ftrength; ye that are felf-
righreous, take him, butynot to live ftill in the good con,
ceit of ,your felferighteoufnefs, bur to renounce it, and te
take him for your righteoufnefs; ye that arc blind, take
him, but not o live fiil in your blindnefs, but to grow
in grace and in the knowledge of him: Whatever ye be,
and whatever ill aileth you, take him, but not to continue
in the ill, but to get it amended.  This, fure, is no lefs
than o call you to the’ communion, yea it is more; whes
ther thercfore ye come to the ccmmunidn on not, we call
" and invite you all to come to Chrift, and to marry him;
which if ye do, we dare promife you, in hisname, begua
communion with him here, and full communion with him
in heavén hereafter, A N -
Thirdly, W hat aré the terms on which ye are called and
may ‘Wwarrantably come to this marriage 2. I need not fland
on the terms on his fide, nor«o tell you what he promifeth ;
kis-this in a word, 1 aiil be for thee 1 He is content to make
over all that is his to you; pardon of fin, juftification,
fan&ification, his Spirit to quicken you, even his whole
purchafe to enrich you: In fum, (as it is, 1 Cor. 1. 31.)
He is made of God unto you «vifdom, vightecufnefs, farnélifi-
eation and vedemption ; he hath made all thrgs yours (as it
38, 1 Cor 3.21.) and in bim ye are compleat, (as the apoftle
hath it, Col. 2.10.) Ye need never go out of him, .to feeck
for any thing truly good that ye fland in need of. And
oo the other hand, Whar feeks be of you, but to be for
"Bim, and not for another ? as itis, Hof. 3. He feeks no hard
condition : In fum, it may be comprehended in that word,
1 Cor, 1. 31, That be that gloricth may glory in the Lovd ;
not to glory or boaft in avy thing, or in ourfelves, bur of
him, and in him. Bat, for clearncfs caufe, I fhall draw
ghe terms on your fide to thefe tivee, 1. You muft deny
" yourfelf, your_lufls, and idols, and your own sightcouf-
nefs: Mhere is beafting then? (faith the apottle, Rom. 3.
23.) It is excluded; by what law? of works? nay, buf the
law of faitk: Ye then that would marry Chrift, and
fhare indeed in the feaft, ye muft bave a (ght of that

-which ye want, and of your own inabikry to make i u;a,_
o and.

b
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. arid that ye are undone in yourfelves without him; 7o bim

' that worketh not, but believeth on bim that juflifieth the un- .

. gedly, bis faith is counted for righteowfnefs, that is, To him .
~ that expe@s nothing by his works, but betakes himfelf to

.. Chrift and his n'ghteou('nefs for his juftification before

God: And that is no'ufireafonable condition. - 2..As ye.

- would not glory in yourftlves,, to ye ‘would glory in him.

. Whatever ye deny in yourfelves, ye would put him in

. the room of it; if ye dare not lippen or.truft your fouls

. te your own righteoufnefs, lippen of wuft them'to his:

T T

He fays, I am comtent to pay your debr; and, fince ye can=
not pay your own debt yourfelves, fay humbly to him,

- Biefled Lord Jefus, pay our debt for us; He is the end of
. the law for yighteoufnefs to every onz that believeth, Rom.

. 10.3. When he offers himfelt, take him thus, and lec

faith fay, So beir, Lord; I accept of 'the bargain. O!:

. hold toir, and quit itnor. 3. It is required that ye fhall

"be his, and have no power over yourfelves; and this takes
in fan&ification, dying to fin and living to righteoufiiefs,

adorning the gofpel, living anfwerably to the feveral rela-

tions ye ftand in: For tho’ mertificatian and holinefs be.

. not the ‘caufe for which he marries, yet it is a conditiop

df the contra& ;- and it well becomes his Bride to be du-

~ tifol; Thow falt be for me, and I will be for thee: If he

will gracioufly pleafe to be for us, ’tis all the reafon in
the world rhat we fhould be for him. Now we know
fomewhat of ‘the terms, which may all come in under thefe
three ; there arc many conditions on his fide, and but few
onours. - - . o :
Fourtbly, Ye would confider the peremptorine(s of this.
all, to accept of and to .marry our Lord Jetus Chrift on:
thefe terms.  *Tis not an ordinary compliment,ghut pro-
Eo(‘cd by the King the Father, and by the King’s Son the
ridegroom; he fends- out his fervants, who are come to
call you'peremptorily: And there are three peremptories,
that this offer and cali hath' with jt;, all which three we
carry in our commiffion, and crave of you to fubfcribe to
them. The firft whertof is, That ye take no other hus.
band but this Bridegroom : There is no latitude left to
you in this; ye muft by no meanswengage with any other:
‘Tis only for Jefus Chrift that we woo, and we feck of
you
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you that ye would give him your fouls, your hearts and
affe&ions, that ye may be devoted to him and to no other ;
and ‘therefore we intimate to you that are marricd and.
joined to .idols, that ye muft be divorced from thofe, and
betake you to him alone. ' The fecond is, the peremptori-
nefs of the terms we (peak of; we cannot, and ye muft not
alter one jot or title. Ye muft deny yourfclves, ye muft
be content to be divorced from your lufts and idols,, ye
muft renounce your.own righteoufnefs, and give' up with
the law your firft bosband, confidered as a covevant of
works, 'and run oat from the curfes thereof to him, which
ye will never do, till ye fee your own righteoufnefs to be-
as filchy rags, and reje@ it, as part of your indi@ment,
that ever ye trufted toit. Ye muft forget your father's boufe.
2. As you muft deny yourfelves, fo you muft clofe with
Chrift, and embrace him for your Husband and Lord :
' Do not think that ye will or can dwell befide him, thac
ye can fit and hear him, if ye marry him not. 3. Ye.
muft be devored to him in your converfation, he muft
needs be your King as well as your Pricft: Ye muft for-
fake father and mothér, and all your kindred, and betake.
you to him; and ye muft take up and keep houfe with him,
 you muft dwell with him, and ftudy to be anfwerable to-
the marriage-tye and obligation put upon you. We dare
difpenfe with none of the three, The third peremptory
is this, As ye muft engagé with no other, and as yc muft
not alter the terms, fo ye muft not delay to come and clofe
- the bargain, ye muft not put off till to-morrow, nay not.
a0 hour ;. Al things are veady. Juft now, Now is the ac-
cepted, time > Here ftands the blefled Bridegroom, here
arce the conditions and terms on which be will marry you;
and we, as the Bridegroom’s fricnds, fand ready to e
fpoufe you to him. We dare not be anfwerable to our -
Mafter, nor can we be anfwerable to our truft and com-
miffion, if we fhuffic by or thruft out any of you, if ye-
do not thruft out yourfelves ; nor may we admit of an ex-
cufe from any of you: And therefore let mo again fay to-

you, that here is not only a marriage, and of all marriages -

the moft excellent; but let me befeech and obteft - you to
<ome to the wedding ; either comé, or give a reafon why
v \ , ‘ ye
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~ ye wil not, or cannot: As you can affign no-relevant rca-
- fon for your not coming, we dare not acoept of any ir-

relevant reafon, nor admit of any .anfwer but this, that ye

. will take him ; we darc admit of no excufe : ye muft noc
» fhift nor delay. Ye would think that thofc who were

- bidden, Luke 14. might have come, when they had feea.

B

* their farm, and proved their oxen; but that would not be

with them: So I fay, if will not be with you, to fhift this:

: offer, He is here waiting on, to fec who will confent and

fay, Even [o I take bim; fay it, O fay it ferioufly, and
abide by it. _ o
O! are there any here now looking up to him? are

- there any here that would fain have it a clofed bargain 2
- are there any here that believe: thefe things as the truths
+ of God? Then we pray you let them fink down into your

hearts, and come. - And, to prefs this a little further, lec

. me ask, What can hinder the making of this bargain? Is

it the want of notice or timeous infimation of it ? That
cannot be, ye are clearly convinced of the contrary: Is

: it becaufe ye will or can be "happy without him ? Wo te-

that happinefs: Is it any difficulty flanding in the way 2
hat fhall be removed ; yea, as to him it is remdved al+
ready, and-fhall be as to ‘you on your clofing with him..

: Pofe and put your own. hearts to it then; Is there any of
A"-‘ y
a

ou that darc or can find in your hearts to refufe? The
Lord is waiting on, his faithfulnefs is engaged to make

: out what he offereth; He Rretcheth out. his hand, and

faith, Even [o I take you, if ye willtake me: Are ye con=
tent to ftretch forth your hand, and to-fay, Even fo I take
thee, bleffed Lord Fefus?, Or, if this be not win at to Garif~
faction, aré there any rouzing and ftretching themfelves co

.. eflay how it will go with them? what are ye doing? is

it a bargain or not ? Ye muft fay,” Yea, or Nay, and thag
even now. We fuppofe ye will not fay downright Nay ;
tho’ mere than probably many will delay: But:this muft
not be; the table may be drawn, other guefts may be cal
led in, and ye removed. We cannot allow you an hour’s
time to advife, efpecially from indifferency ; yea, if ye
begin to take advifement for fhifting a prefent clofure,
Chrift's call and invitation, and your confenting will readi~
ly cool upon your hand. Pasl fays, that be confuited m:
‘ . Wit

-
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aith flefb and blood :/&d}muﬂ nf;t ye confult with fleth and
bleod in this marter, ye muft caft away the beggar’s cloke,
be content to deuy yourfelf, quit your lufts, and clofe with
him prefently, or:ye may never have the like opportunity,
There is a neceffity impofed oh you from the commund ro
come, from the curfe end prejudice thar abides you, and
will certainly overtake you if you come not; ye will be
eternally miferable witliout him, there is no happinefs bat
in him. The King is-on his throne, the table is fer and
covered, the day is fixed, his fervants invite in his name ;
" come therefore, come without further lingering, dallying,
shifting ot delay: Alas! there are too many days put by
already, ye mutt put by no mo. )
Now, let -me fpeak a word further to this purpofe, -
Whar can marr the matter 2 what can obftruét its being a
.bargain ? Certainly it muft be ohe of three: Either, j, Be-
caufe ye arc not content with the Bridegroom ; Or, 2.
" Becaufe ye are not content with the terms ; Or, 3. Bes
caufe ye are not content with yourfelves, or with fome-
‘thing in yourfelves.
" As for the Firgt, I fuppofe ye can fay nothing againft
the Bridegroom: Is there any other like to him, ‘or that
* can compare with him? Iappcal even to you atheifts, and
' profane wretches, that live and ly in yourilufls, is there
a beloved like this Beloved ? hath he 3 march in heaven
or carth? is he not the King’s Son ? And it ye ask who
that is, ye mdy hear and know from Pfal. 24- The King
- of Glory, the Lord of Hofts, firong and mighty in battle;
and from Heb. 5. 3. The Brightnefs of the Fathr's Glory,
sbe exprefs Image of bis Perfon, uphording all things~by the
eword of bis power : There is none like him, but the 'Fa-
ther, and. the holy ‘Spirir; and; as God, he is One with
them. Ye have hoth the queftion and anfwer, Cant. 5.
9. What is thy Beloved more than anotber beloved ? What
is yonder Chrift, of whom we hear o mach? The an-
fwer is given (which we cannot ftay now to paraphrafe u-
pon) He is white and ruddy ' the Chicfeft or Standard-bearer
among ten thoufands, fairer than the Sons of men. And if
ye would know him more partieularly, Hjs bead is 45 the
moft fine goli; he is God: His loiks (or his hair) are
bujby and black as & vaven ; there is not the leaft unfccmlit-"
S : ne
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. nefi, even in thofe things that would, to our thinking,

 feem lefs neceffary, as his hair : Yea, bis very garments fmell

. of myrebe, aloes, and caffia, (as it is, Pfal. 45.) His eyes

. are as'the eyes of ddves by the vivers of waters, wafed with -

. milk, and fitly fet ; © fo lovely as his properties are! His
. cheeks, as beds of Jpices, as [weet flowers; bis Iips like lilies
. dropping faweet-fmelling myrrbe ; bis bands as gold-rings fet
- ith beryl ; bis belly (or bowels of love and affe@ion) like

sbe bright ivory overlaid with [appbires; bis legs like pillars

- of marble [et upon fockets of fine gold; bis countemance likg
. Lebanon, excellent as tbe cedars : O fo excellent and ftately !
- Hig mo:th is moft fweet, or (as the -word is) feweetnefs, in
the abftract ; never foul kiffed his mouath, but there was
. a bond thereby laid on it, that it eould never again part
. with him: In"a word, He is altogetber lovely, or (as the

. word is) all defives; there isnothing that fouls can defire,

butit isin him ; and chere is nothing in him, but what
- has defirablenefs in it : Tbis is my Beloved, and this is my.
. Friend (fays the Bride) O yo daugbters of Ferufalem ¢
This is he, he is fure’ no common or ordinary beloved ;
. fee if among all the beloveds in heaven or earth there be
any like him; O ye defpifers and flighters of the Son of
- God, put yourfelves to it, is there “any like him to be
. found 2 has he not the preference of and the preheminence
. above all beloveds? He is the only begotten of the Fatber, fulb
of grace and tvutk ; be is the mighty God, the wenderful Conn=
feller, the everlafting Fatber, the Prince of peace. 1t would
well become usall to be wondring at him, and to be
~ drawing near 10 him, to behold him in his beauty, to go
. Jorth and bebold King Solomon with the crown wherewith bis
mother crowned bim in tbe day of bis q?aufah. O take a
ftayed view of him in’ his perfonal excellencies, and in the

excellent qualifications of his mediatory office, and it can~ . '

not be that on this ground ye will caft at the-match : Will

any of you dare to fay it, or to abide by it, that ye will -

not marry Chrift, becaufc ye think nothing of him, or
becaufe he is not worthy to ly)c thought of ? We fuppofc,
none will do fo. ro

If it be the Second, viz. the terms, that ye ate not cone
teut with : Ye would have Chrift, grace; and glory, and
every good thing ; but lu:r;3 it.fticketh, you look at it as

AN
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an ‘hard matter to be denied to youriclf, and to be wholly"
God’s,-to renounce your own righteotifnefs, and - your
lafts, and your idols, to be abfolurely devored to him, and’

- wholly dependent on him in your walk: As fbe evi? 'and
#be flothful fervant called him 4 bard mafier ; fo do many
think of ‘him, tho' they will not'down-right fay fo much
ik exprefs words, - Bur I would ask you, Is there any una
reafonable thing here ? o, fhall all thofe terms he fought -
afref, in fome refpect, in the marriage of a poor ¢reature

like yourfelves ; and will ye deny them to Chrift 2 3. If [

get his righteoufefs, fhould ye not deny your-own 2
ye' eome under the covenant of grace with him, is
these any prejudice to lay by the covenant of works? If
ye get him for your fecond Husband, and infinitely beft,
1$ it any prejudice to quit your “firft Husband the law?
And, inthat refped?, is it reafonable to caft at che bargain,
becawte it is free T 2. Is it not reafonable that ye fhould
give him the roem of all things 2 If he be able to fll the
réom of all, let him have his room, as being well worthy
of it: k'is yowr advantage’ te quit your kafts and finful
geafurcs,' your covetoufnefs, pride, vanity, felf-conceit,
¢. to exchange all for him; and, if ye be not content
of this condition, ye fay he is not worth. the having, 3. I’
# mot reafonable that ye fhould be devored to him in your
converfation ? that ye fhould no longer play the harlot,
but be as a chaft virgin to him ? Is it any advantage to
you to follow: your idols, thar will ge betwixt you and.
kappibefs 2 If_heaven be an advantage, it is your advan-
rage to quit them and be for Chrift: Or, is it any preju~
dice to be hely ? or, will ye quit Chrift, bgcaufe ye muft.
be holy ? or, will ye refufe him, becanfe he will not faf- .
. fer you, to your ruin, totake your own will as formerly 7
Yea, it is'not only reafonable, but very good and profi-
table ; nay, there is a necefficy you fhould be holy : And,
#ay not love to him loofe your heart from fin ? There

was another fort of confuktation, and other bowels of fove, _ |

at the firfk-making of the bargam betwixt the Father and
the Son ; and it was calculated for more honourable de<
< figns, and levélled to more noble ends than any thing the
devil; or the world, or the fleth can promife to you : And’
any of ‘you that. will Rand and flick ar the terms, that s;'ne
Kea : Lt B : o
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j"; 1o juft, equitable, and every way reafonable and eafy with» "
- al, we take your own confciences to be witnefles that they

~ are fo, and you dare not avouch the denial of their bei

* fo, If ye be content totake him, to be reconciled and
made friends with God by his fatisfaction, and to be made
holy by his. fan&ifying Spirit, ta be for him as he fhall”
be for you; it is a bargain : And what, I pray, ails you
~arfuch a bargain? If this be not made, ye fhall never bg
" able o make fuch another. What fhould ye do then,
~ but come to the wedding ? "Tis riot time to difpute or de~
bate, bur to clofe: Say, O fay fincerely, as thefe do,
© Fer. 3. 22. Bebold, we come wnto thee, for thou art the Lord
- our God: When he fays, as he did to them, Return, ya
~ backfliding childpen, and I will beal your backflidiogs ; turn,
" it over to him, and-fay, Bebold, we comé unto thee.

" Thirdly, Are ye not content with yourfelves, or with
- fomething in yourfelves? ‘Do ye indeed think and fay,
* thatitis a good bargain, and that theterms are ver

~ reafonable and eafy, and we have nothing to fay agai

- them, but.we have (alas!) much to fay of and againft our~
“ felves ; the bargain pleafeth us wondrous well, and fo do
" the terms, but we are not at all pleafed with ourfelves ¥
- I anfwer, 1. May ye not then the better quit and deny-
- yourfelves, and take Chriftin the room and place of felf 2
* 2. I anfwer, Chrift makes no.fuch objeion; he hids the

" moft prophane, the moft ignorant and gracelefs wretch,.

" the moft hypocritical diffembler, that neves' kdew what
* it was to be honeft, come, and affures them :im they fhall
© be welcome, if they will come indeed. *~ '
© Obje&t. But I can do nothing, I cannot keep a word
* that 1 fay to Chrift. I anfwer, Engage and confent to
. clofe with Chrift on his own terms, and deing and keep=
ing fhall follow ; to give thy confent, is that which thou
: ;rt now called ro, and h¢ engages to help thee ta per=
©oorm. . .
*  Objedt, But, fhall I take on an engagement, prefent]
! tobreak it again ? I anfwer, It indccl:ig:gou vconfc,:zrt, tbm{
" mayeft fail and break, but the covenant will never be
* utrerly broken nor diffolved ; yea, thou thalt haye Surety .
for thy keeping of it; Firafmuch as (faith the apoftic,

Heb. 1.22.) Fefus was mag Surety of & bester Teﬁqmni.f :
‘ & ool )

~
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If ye obje and fiy, That ye .have much fin, that ye
ar: lothfom and abominable ; fubfcribe this contraé& and
‘ba-gain, and ye have'a tree and full difcharge of all your
debr ; I el (faith the Lord, Hofea 2. 19.) betrotbe thee
unte me in- loving-kindnefs and mercies : He will pardon
your iniquitiés 5 there is no exaét or fevere fecking and
fearching out of the debr here, where ‘is ingenuoufly
taken with, but rather a covering ‘of ir: He will alfo
cleanfe you from all your filthinefs, and from all your idols.

» Butit may be thou wilt obje, and fay, I will rather |

" purpofe than engage, becaufe I fear I fhall break i.
. Anfwer, But, is it likely that thou wilt make good
fuch a purpofe, who dareft not engage ? Or, will purpofes
and refolutions do the bufinefs, without performing ? Pur-
pofes of marriage make not the tharriage ; “it is actual con-
fent and engaging which doth that, '
* Bur thou wilt o4jei#, and fay, Alas! I am norin a right
frame, I am very confufed, all things are wrong with me.
- Anfwer, Whar 1s this thou fayeft ? Will your frame be
amended without Chrift 2 will thofg fwarms of corrupriens
be beat out before thou rtake in the King of glory, who is
frong and mighty in battle ' o
But thou wilt'ohjed, I am not clear as to my intereft.
Anfwer, Wilt thou not confent till thou be clear ? that is
as much as to fay, thou art doubting, but that thou wile
ot pur it out of doubt: If thou be unclear as to thy
fubfcription, rather fubfcribe and write thy name over
again ; if ye have not at all fubferibed, take now the pen
and do it ; fay, Lord Jefus, I come to thee, and will be
thine.. )
Ohjel# ‘Alas ! fain would I come to the wedding, but

T-cannot come, it will not do with me; F would fain be- [
lieve, but my faith is not prompt and ready. I anfaer, |

Is.not the covenant provided with an anfwer to that alfo ?
1t calls for nothing bur for your fubferibing ; and, if ye
fay ye caonot, look well that it be nor a fhift : Ir. comes
to this, Yea, or Nay ; and if ye fay, ye cannor fay Zea
in faith, which yet thou wouldft fain bear ; is there not

' a promife of grace, that tho' your hand be as it were |

withered, if ye mint and eflay, you fhall be cnabled to

ﬁrctc_h o
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* fubfcription is almoft like a fecratc
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fretch it forth ? Faith may come, in'the very effaying to
-grip him; only effay ir, and it hall go with you.
Objedt. 1 have eflayed it often, and it hath not gone
‘with me. Anfwer, Effay it again, and caft a new knot;
if your. evidence be not clear, fubferibe over again.

Otjedt. But it goes not with me; when all isdone, E.

cannot believe; I would fubfcribe, bur I cannot write (as
it were) I cannot diftinétly aét faith. Adnfwer, What is
that ? Our: Lord ' ftands not on that; tho’ you cannot
write well, do as ye can: *Tis ’ﬂrahﬁc to fee, how fome’s

yet “tis a valid fubfcriprion ; fome agan will write down
their markin place of their name, and that alfo, where
it is well known, isadmitted as valid. If you cannot (ag
it were) write your name in fair and legiblc letters, fet
down fome mark, if it were: but two fcores ot lines in
any form or figure ; if ye canuot aét faith fo diftinétly,
‘come on as you may ;- if ye cannor to your fatisfation fay,
Yea, with the hearr, fay it with the mouth, friving and

- longing to have thy heart brought up ; force  thyfclf (if

I may fpeak (o) to believing : If thou fbalt confefs with
thy mouth the Lord Fefus, and jbalt believe with thy "beart
that God raifed bim from thé dead, thou fbalt be faved, Rom,
10, 9. Endeavour to'make thy mouth engage thine heart;
bind thyfelf faft to Chrift, even in a manner whether
thou wilt or not; A& faith with the underftanding,
labouring honeftly to bring up thy will and affeétions ;
and, tho® ye win not now to a faith that is diftiné?, it fhali

- come in a due time ; Effay to fer open the door, and it

/

fhall go with you,
Qbhjeit. Bur my heart fiys, All thefe are but fair words.

ing with crow-toes,

4

Anfwer, Away with rhat biafphemy.: ' They are the truths -
a

of God: Effay then, O effay ferioufly this way of believ-
ing, and ye fhall find power mecting you. The pen is,

as it were, lying by you; and albeit ye cannot write well:

and be diftin&, rake the pen, and Chrift fhall (as it were) -
lead your hand, and guide it to write fo as it fhall pafs
in heaven for a fubfcribed confent: Set yourelves ro givg
him a welcome, and he fhall account it to be a wel-
come. Say now, what more ye have tofay ; lay out your
fcraples ; this word, AU/ tbiég: are ready, will anfwer thclxln
T . B3 . el
7
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gll: Fhe garment is ready 1o be put on, yes, Jefms
Chrift'is your Wedding-garment ; take and put him on ;.
He is the cure for all your difeales, apply him for the
cure of them all. Ye cannot' certainly be clothed, be-
fore you put'on the garment ; neither can ye be healed,
before ye apply the cure ; ye cannot by any means be rich,
till yemarry him. But, befide all thefe, there are feve-
gal other ncedlefly difquicting fcraples, there are many
other fhifts (and, alas that there fhould be fuch trifling,
if I may cal.itfo, {uch whining, as it were, and ftanding
on ccremonics (to fpeak fo) with gur Lord!) am
which this is one, I wot not if I be in the covenant an
contra of redemption, I know not if I be one of God’s
ele€t.  Anfw. What isthis? ye know net well what ye fay ¢
Have ye any thing to do with that fecret by a leap and
st firff hand? Are ye not called to marry Chrift 2 is not
that his revealed will to you ¢ I proteft, in his name; this
is the thing that ye are called to; and will ye make an ex-
ception, where ,he has made none? Or, will>ye fhift o-
dience to a clear command, upon a fuppofed decree,
which youcannot know but by'the effe@s ? Wil ye reafon
fo in t{e matter of your cating and drinking ? Upon 3
fuppofitior. that God hath decreed that ye fhall die to-mor-
row, or within a few days ; will ye this day not take your
dinner, nor make ue of any refrefhment, till that fu
pofed day come ? Or, becaufe ye know pot if God hath
appointed you ro live foand fo long, will ye forbear there-
fore your callings ! Or, will any of you, in feeking after
a match in the world, reafon fo ? Will ye not feek afier
nor marry fuch a womarf; till ye be: clear that God hath
. decrecd her to be your wife 2 Wheh or whom would ye
_marry at this rate of reafoning ? Bur, 2. Becaufe there
" isa fort of faculty and facility here to difpute againft -
God, I anfwer by way of queftion, Were there ever any
that had that doubt cleared to them before they came to
Chrift? Who ever would have come to him, it they had
Rayed till that had been taken out of the way ? Or, hath
the Lord told that to any before they came ? Hath hefaid
" to them, Believe, for ye are élected ? But his method is
thus, Believe,.and y& fhall know in due time that ye are
cleCted. 3. Is there apy that can Ty, that the qﬂ”crhot
: - i the
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Ji _the refufal of the match d’:‘gffded on this? If any of yz
.will fay, Begaule I was not elefted, he refufed me; he
will anfwer, How often would I bave gatbered you? And
there will need no more ground for fentencing profeflors
i of the gofpel to deftruétion, than this,. Man, woman,
“ thou hadft the offer of the Gofpel, and refuledft it; there-
fore go to thy place: He will not' judge you according to.
the decree of reprobation, but- accordipg to his call, and
your difobedience ro it. And further, ye may'rake Chrift’s
Anfwer. 10 this Objedion, from Fobn 6. 39. where there are
two wills, or rather two things willed, of equal extenr, bé
- twixt the Father and Chrift in the covenant of redemp-
 tion, under which.all the ele€t come: The firff is, ver. 39.
" Dbis is the Father's qill which bath fent me, “that o all
©  that be bath given me, I fbould lofe nothing : But, as if he
_ . had faid, ‘This isnot it that yé have to do with at firft-
hand ; therefore, ver. 4o. he fays, And this is the will of
"bim that fent me, that every one that feeth the Son, and bes
lievetb on bim, may bave everlafiing lg‘e 2 Not that all the
ele& fhould know that they are ele€ted, before they be-
lieve; but that he that believes in him, may know that he
iselefted. He gives the fame promife to them that believe,
that is given to them that are cle@ed: And they are dif=
tinguithed, becaufe he would have them to come under
“diftin& confiderations. ’ : ' .
And now, to conclude, Is there not need, gredt need
tocome ? and hgve ye not good warrant to come 1 Lay
by, therefore, feeking fatisfattion to fenfe ard carnal rea-
fon: And, while the Lord fays, All things are veady,
€ome to the marriage; it will be greatly to your preju~’
-dice, o fit qr fhifc the invitation, “Ye have the contraft
.. laid before you, alrer not the terms, difpute not, delay
.. pot: This is our commiffion to you to-day ; we tell yog,»
that the King ‘hath made ready for the feaft, yea, all
things are ready; come then, and let there be no more
debate about the matrer. If ye will but fay if, aqd fay it
i carnglt, - Here, Lord Fefus, I give up myfelf 1o thee
and, thoygh my confent be mow bt confufed, 1/bali endeavoury
#hro’ grace, 1o give it move cleayly and difiinétly another time,
1t fhall go well with you: Quly deliver up yourfelves to
him; and, o the Lord’s Emc, I ,tcll you, that ye fhg:

©
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“be deéarly welcome. "As many as come humbly lothing
" themfglves, wondring at the free grace of God, and
- highly efteeming of ‘precious and lovely Jetus, and ad-
venturing to hazard their fouls on him on his own terms,
and to take him for their Husband and Lord; it fhall not
be accounted prefomprion in them fo to do: Nay (as it is,
 Cant. 3.) Tbe bottom of bis chariot is paved wr‘X; love, and
®tis for the daughbters f Ferufalem; it is made for carrying
and keeping, believers, Leap hither (if I may fpeak fo)
“and ye will fallfoft, into a fweetly perfumed and foft bed,
“even in the arms of Chrift, There was never a carpet,
pever a feather or doun-bed fo foft as that is; only come
and ca yourfelves over on it, Tho' ye think thar ye
cannot apprehend and take hold: of him, 'he can and wall
apprehend and take hold of you; and he is fo very ten-
. der-hearted, that he will kifs you, and even weep over
you for joy (as it were) on your neck: And 1f ye have
"flo garments, \rinﬁs or jewels c((;o fpeak fo) to adorn you,
he will give thefe to you. me forward then, come,
O! come, and let it be a day of covenanting with him:
And, in fign and token thercof, give up your names to
.him; and, for confirmation, take the feal of his covenant,
" the facrament with your hand, and blefs him with your
heart, that fo hcartiﬁy' welcomes you : ,And the blefling of
:God fhall come upon you that come on thefe terms.™

A R U S

. A Sermon preached after the Communion,

-On Philip. 1. 27. Osly let your converfation be as it becometh
the gofpel of Chriff. ‘ .

'Y YHERE are two great works that the minifters of
the gafpel have to do: One is to engage people to

Chrift, and to perfwade them to reccive him and

clofe with him; the other is to induce them to walk worthy

- of him,, Col. 2. 6.. As ye bave (faith the apoftle). received
Chrift Jefus the Lord, fo walk ye in bim. Paul, thro® the
hand of the Lord with him, had engaged the Pbilippians to

- clofe with Chrift, and, as it were, to ¢onclude the contract
. . betwixt him aod them; and now, being aged and in
R T A prifon,
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prifon, and not kiowing cerrainly if ever he fhall fee them
Bgain, he commends this ro them ira fpecial manper,
whether he fee them or be ahfent from them, that only”
they cwould let thewr converfation be as becometh the gofpel of
Chrifi : As if he had faid, Ye are privileged wirh the
gofpel, and have embraced it, and are eminent in the '

- profeflion thereof ; ler me thercfore beg this of you, that

your - converfation may be anfwerable roit  The adverb,
only, intimates to them, that this was (o necefliry and of*
fo great concernment, that' in a manner it was their one
hing they had to do, in comparifon of which, in'a man-
ner, they had no other thirg elfe to do, whether he were
prefent or abfenr; this, in fome refpe, is all that he re-
quires of them: And the argument whereby he preffeth
it is, that aubether be come to them or not, be may bear of
their «ffaivs; and that he defires and expé&@s, whether he
be ac liberty, or in prifon and bonds, that they will thus
efpecially rteftify their refpe to him; which would be
.more refrething and ‘acceprable to him, than their com-
municating to him in his affliction, beyond all the reft of
the Churches, was, and for which he commends them,
Chap. 4. And in the clofe of the verfe he inflanceth rao |
rriculars, wherein he would have their converfation fuit-
ing the gofpel; or tewo qualifications of a.gofpel-conver-
fation and walk : One is, Unity, that they fand faft in one
fpirit :  Another is, Pyrity in the faith, that with one mind
bey firive togetber for the faith of the gofpel. o
The firft qualification is, joint and united ftayedoefs and

- fiedfaftnefs, that they be not flecting and- wavering to and

fro, eafily disjointed and divided one from another, as ma=
ny light profcflors are: And the fecond -is, that 'they be .
ftudious in and ftriving for the purity of the do&rine’ of .
faith, and ferious in the praétice and exercife of faith ;
defirable and excellent qualifications of a Chriftian, viz.
purity, folidity, and ferioufnefs in religion.

We fhall at this time fpeak of the exhortation, Osly ket
your canverfation be as becometb the gofpel of Chriff, Where,
by converfation, we underftand the whele of a man’s car-
riage and walk towards and before God and men ; and b
the gofpel, the whole dotrine thereof, as it refpeéls faith
and manners or practice; but here more.cfpecially, as'ic

. re-
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relpedls faith in Chriff, both, as it is oppofed to Heathexifm, |
and s "tis oppofed to rhe Jaw or covenant of works: To |
walk then as becomerhthe gofpel, is to walk anfwerably |
and fuitably to jt, and in the whole of their carriage ard |
.deporrment to make a manifeft difference to appear betwixt |
‘themfelves and all other perfons, . as they are?igniﬁcd, and

- as the gofpel requireth.” '
~The point of dofrine, to which we would fpeak from
thefe words, and which lieth obvioufly in them, is, That

. #hey who are privileged swith the gofpel, ought ferioufly to endes- |
Sour, and to make it thoir great bufinefs, to bave their conver-
Jation fuitable to, and becoming the fame. 'This is fome way |
the ame 1bing required of all the hearers of the gofpel, of |
all that are baptized in the name of Chrift. We need not |
ﬂ:gy b the proof and reafons of i, and the lefs, that none |
will dare down.right .10 deny it, and that the reafons are
fo nhvinys, '

There 'are thyee Ufes of it, that we would fpeak a litle
to: The firf is for infiru@ion, to teach us our duty: The |
Jecond is of regret and expoftulation, that the profeffors of
the gofpel, and of the name of Chrift, Thould. be fo ur- |
Like and unanfwerable to it: The third is of exbortation to
‘this fo very neceflary and fo much called-for 2 dury, a |
the compend. of all duties, which we would prefs and fet |
bome by fame confiderations drawn frem the neceffity and |
.advantage of it " o ‘

As for the £, 1 think T may fay, that, if ye had the
~apoftie Paul preaching 1o you who have been commauni-
cants yeflerday, this would be the great duty which he
wou'd enforce pon you, Only let your converfation be as it
becornes tbe gofpel of Chriff. Ye will readily fay, What is
that 2 I confefs *ns hard to tell, "tis fo very marrowy and
comyprerenfive ; but it will be as hard to Fra&il'c it, and
-pgrear deal harder. O thar we were all breathing and
rrcﬂing ferioufly and hard after it ! However, we fhall
- 4o the firfi place, and in the general, defire you to confi-
der thefe icw feriptures that held it out, -as nameély, Luke
¥ 74, 75 2Cor. 7.1, Tut, 2.10,11, 12 1 Pes. 1. 15
Philip. 3. 2. ;- T - .

More particularly, from other fceiptures ye may takeit
ppin thefé; or, if we read and c_on(idcf ths gofpel a‘rlg:;;.
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. we will find thele five things in it, which réquire 2 walk -,
.- fuitable, or a walk with refpet to them, and fuch a walk
.. becomes the gofpel. 1. In the fubftance of it, our bleffed
.. Lord Jefus is (as it were) the sext on whom the gofpelis 3
. noable commentary ; and whar he did, and how he fuffe~
., 1ed, is propoted as a fair copy for us to write after, in all
* things wherein he is fet forth to us as a Pattern for ovr imie
. tation, 2. That from whence the gofpel comes, and which
; givesititsrife, even the love of the Father, and of the Son,
., and of the Holy Ghoft, in whofe blefled breaft it bred ; and
. 10 wald as it becomes the gofpel, is to. walk {uitably ro that
, Jove. 3. To walk as becomes she gofpel, is to walk fuitably
. tothe great offers of it, and to the promifes contain:d in i,
.. the exceeding great and precious promifes, whereby we are wiade
. partakers of the diviste nature ; to walk fuitably to all the ex.
, ccllent things, the fublimely fpiritual and divire -things
promifed. 4. It is to walk fuitably to the commands and
. directions of the gofpel, in reference to all duties : Having
« therefore (faith the apoftle, 2 Cor, 7. 1,) thefe promifes, let us
. cleanfe yourfelves from &)l fiitbive[s of the flefv and fpirit, per= |
. felting boline[s in the fear of God, 5. It is to walk anfwerw
. ably ro the obligations which the gofpel lays on us, and to
the confolations that flow from it to us. If then we would-
walk as beconies the gofpel of Chrift, we muft have a due
. 0e{peé unto all thefe. < :
*If it fhould be enquired, What is it to have a refpe& to.
. thefein our walk ¥ We anfwer, It fuppofeth and includeth
. thefe things. 1. A likencfs and conformity ; that what is
. called for in the matter of duty, or otfered in the promife,
we ftudy to be like it : He ail (faith theapoftle, 2 Cor. 3.
. 18.) bebolding as in a glafs, the glory of the Lovd, are chan-
. 8ed into the fame image, from glory to ghory, as by the Spirit of
the Lovd, 2, Our fuffering none of thefe thingsto ly by us
unimproved, and our endeavouring to make the right ufe
of them ; to fuffer none of the promifes relating to juftificas
tion, fanétification,, or any other fpiritual privilege and be,
vefit to bé ufelefs, but to be laying due weight on each of
them: And more efpecially, to be.making right ufe of
Chrift the Mediator, in whom all the promifes. ave yea and
amen ; (for certainly they neither walk as it becomes the
gofpel, nor are worthy of it, who make no ufe of him) l:g
i a " e
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" be making right ufe of the ordinances, ‘word and facras
ments, and of all appointed means of edificarion, publick,
private and fecret; and to be making righr ufe of the com~
forts of the gofpel, whereof there is thro” Chrifta very large
and liberal aﬁ:wancc on Chriftians, 3. It includes our
delighting ourfelves in the gofpel, our endeavouring ro be
cheerful, to bet cheered and made glad by the good things
in it, A heartlefs, drooping and difcoutaging life and
walk is very unbecoming the gofpel of (‘.hriﬁ
" We may, in a word, briefly fum up a Chriftiani’s conver-
" fation as becometh the gofpel, in thefe three; 1, That hg
.thine in his converfation, fo as he may adorn the gofpel.
2. That heimprove, by the exercife of faith, the promi-
fes of ir. 3. That he endeavour to live on the comforts
of it, and ro live in the hope and expe&ation of the coms
fort and refrefhing from the prefence of the Lord, and
the fulnefs of joys therein, that are cofing. Somewhat
of all thefe three is touched in thofe words, A8s9. 31.
, Tben the Churches bad veft, gnd weve edified, and walking
in the fiar of the Lord, and Ifl the comfort of the Holy Ghofiy
awerve multiplied : They walked in'the fear of God, in're-
fpc& of their praétice; and, in refpe@ of their faith,
they walked in the comfort of the Holy Gboft ; and they were
“edified, grew and increafed, not only in refpe@ of their
number, but as to their fpiritual ftate and ftarure: And
thus, the peace of God, which paffeth underflanding, guar-
ded their munds and bearty through Chrift Fefus. i
Or ye may look on the gofpel as calling for thefe zave

things, in our external and vifi le converfation; 1. /That -

none get apy occafion by our walk to reproach the gofpel;
That none may have it, or any juft ground given by us,
10 fay, Take upfuch a profeflor of the-gofpel. O what

rejudice to the profeflion of the gofpel, is done this way,
gyvthe untender walk of many of its profeflars! 2. Itis
to walk fo, asour carriage may he a commendation’ to
the gofpel, and an ornament ro the profkflion of it: T‘hat,
nor only reproachers may be athamed, -who falfly accufe
our good corverfation ; but, by beholding of it, they may
be mude to glorify God : Thar we may fhine as lights, by
our blamelefs walk; fo holding forth the word of lite
(being praétical preachers) by our convincing and\edifyv.
o , ’ g
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_ ing carriage, in our feveral capacities, callings, flations

and relations; that they who are.not “won by the word,
may be won tp the love of Chrift, and of holinefs, by odr

* exemplary converfation, and by the humble, tender and

confcientious-difcharge ‘of the duties of thofe callings and
relations ; the husband being kind, ard the wife tra&able,
child arid fervant obcdieg(, &c, Excellent dirc&ions to
this purpofe are given the apoftles, and particularl
by Papul g::d I"«‘:ter,g in thci’:" zpiﬁlcﬁo : P v’ Y
. More particularly (which will yet be but fomewhat ge-
ncral) we may confider the gofpel, 1. As it holds forth -
and calls for holinefs, and fo, for a holy and sgofpel-be.
coming converfation. And, 2. We would take a view of
the nature of this holinefs. '

Furfl, The gofpel calls for holinefs in a fixfold extent;
a, failing or deteét in any of which, makes a converfation,
in fo far, to be unbecoming the gofpel. 1. It calls for
holinefs in refpeét of all forts of duties; Be ye boly (faith
Peter, 1 Pet, 1. 15.) in all mapnéy of converfation, as. God
is boly ; in profperity and adverfity ; in religious, in moa.
ral, and in natural actions ; For it is eritten, Be ye boly,
for I am boly, ~2. Tt is extended univerfally to al particu -
lar and individual duties and aéions of all thofe forts; it
reacheth all manner of converfation. The divinely infpi-

“red feriptures inftrut the man of God, how he may be

‘made perfet in every good work ; as itis, 2 Tim. 3. And"
a failing in_thought, word or deed, is unbecoming the
gofpel. 3. Itis extended in rcfﬁe& of the fubj&t, viz.
the whole man, and preflcth that he be fan&ificd through-
out: So, 1 Theff. 5. 23. the apoftle prays, The God of peace.
Jattifie you wholly ; and I pray God, your whole [pit, foul
and hody, be preferved blamelefs. And, 2 Cor. 3. 1. it puts
to clearfe from all filth of the flelb and fpirit : It requires
that the judgment be kept found, and that no error or un~
truth be admitted by it ; that the mind be fober, and free _
from any finful diftemper; that the affedfiors be fan&ifiedly
regular, and that they debord not ; that the ewill be ftraight,
and brought up to the ftraight rule of obedience ; and that -
the confeience be kept tender, that it be neither darkned nor.
impurc:' That the menmbers of the body be yiclded asﬂin-
. N Il
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' framents unto righteoufnefs. 4 It is extended to holi-
mef5, in refpeft of all capacities, callings, {tations and re«
lattons; of husbands and wives, of mafters and fervanrs,
of parents and children ; as the apoftle Paul heartily and
frequently doth in his epifties, namely, Col. 3. & 4. Epb. 5.
& 6. Tit. 2. where he prefles it upon fervants by this ar-
gument, That the dofkrine of God may be adorred ; and on
wives by this, That the doffriné of God may not be blafpbe-
med ; and on all thus, That the grace of God bath appes red:
- #n the gofpel, (for that very.end.) 5. ltisextended in re-
"' fpetof all timesand places. . 1 Cor, 15. wit. we are com-
manded always to abound in the work of the Lord; in the
whole tra& of our converfation, at home and abroad, in
fecret and publick, in profperity and adverfity. 6. *TFis'
axtended to, and requireth perfe@ holinefs, holinefs ar the
higheft pitch: So, Aatth, 5. Be ye perfeét, as your beavenly
Futber is perfelt ; And, 1 Pet. 1. 15. Be ye boly in all manney
converfation, as God that calleth you is boly : To be atexa& -
holinefs, even to have it peMe& in refpect of degree, in
our defign, defire and endeavour ; fo be purifying onrfelves,
even as be is pure (a8 it is, 1 Fobn 3. 3.) having him for
. our Partern, oo o :
It any fhould here obje&, and fay, To look on the gof='
pel thus, as carving out a Chriftian’s duty and walk fo very
cxactly, in this extent and at this pitch, makes it appear’
‘ to be very ftri&, and to differ little or nothing from the’
law ; for what more doth that call for? fo that this do~"
g &rine feems to be legal. I anfwer, This obje&ion feems'to
imply a great miftake : Por the difference betwixt the law
. and the gofpel is not fo much (if ar all) in this, that the
‘Jaw requires more than the gofpel; but that ir requires -
what it calls for, op another certificarion. The law and’
the gofpel agree in thefe three; 1. The gofpel requires ho-
" linefsin ag Jarge an extent as thelaw; fo that whatever is
a fin againtt the law, is alfo a fin againft the gofpel;’ for
Chxift came not to abolill, but to fulfil the law, 2. It re-
quires holinefs at the fame pitch, or in the fame degree ; -
for the gofpel comminds us to be boly as God is boly, and
20 be perfed as our heavenly Fatbes is perfed® : "It difpenfeth
with no'fin, nar with any degtee of any fin, nor with the *-

leaf} -omiffion of any duty, more than doth the law.
: ’ ’ ' 3. The
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-3: The authority and obligation, that lies en, and binds
i-t6 holinefs, is po lefs in the gofpel, than it isin the law ;
. yea, we may fay, that the obligation is in fome refpecd

1

greater. .

But they differ io thefe tbree; 1. That the gofpel taketh

" in the penitent, tho' he hath'net been perfeét and exa&k,

¢

and gives him pardan thro® Chrift: Which the law doths

- mot. 2. The gofpel calleth for duty is the ftrength of
. Chrift, dnd farnitheth ftrength.for duty : But the law now
. furnifacrh no frength, bur only fuppefeth ir; it only giveth
- out the werd of command, requiring of men shat they
» walk in the frength which they had once in Adam. So

that, tho® the authority_and obligation be. the fame, yet

= the manner ahd certification is ot the fame. If there be
.. any breach or failing, the law fays, Thou fbalt certainly dies
. Bat the gofpel (as I faid) admiits of repentance, and

fleeing to Jefus Chrift, ewbo took on bim the cuvfe of the laswi |

. 3. The law acceprs of no dury, if it be not cxatly pers
. feék in the degree: But the gofpcl accepts of daty, tho’
. imperfedt, if theéie be fincerity ; it aecepts, on Chrifi’s ac-
. count, of & manm, ‘aceording to that which be bath, if

there be a willing mind  So then, when ye are called to
walk #3 Becomes the gofpel, ye would know that ye are not
to difpenfe with yourfelves, in the leaft, in any duty that
the law calleth for ; tho’ the gofpel doth indeed more {weet.
ly call for it, its exalfors and officers being peace apd vigh-
teoufnefs : It is the fame holinefs in the master, extent and
degree, which the gofpel'calleth for, with that of the law;
tho’ it much differcth as to the manwer of calling for k. -
Secondly, That we may knew what is called for in the

gofpel, as a walk or converfation becoming rhe fame, and |

fo may yet further know the nature of gofpel-holinefs,
{which was the fecomd thing vie. Propofed to {peak to) ye
would confider the. gofpel, as itis diftinguithed from t{e
law, and as it holds out grace: Wihere we would fpeak,

- 1. Of forme qualifications, that the gofpel addeth, asto the

performance of the faime duties which- the law requires
2. Of fome particular duties whi¢h it docth more efpecidlly
call for, and which were not (feverals of them, at leaft)
fo proper to the law. o M i

\ .
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As for the qualifications of duty, which the gofpel ad-
deth, they are thefe: (1.) A new end; for our end ip
duty now i, not to gain life by it, but fimply to glonfy

God, as we may fee, 1 Cor. 10. 31. I will not fay but thy |

end was in the covenant -of works ; but ‘in the gofpel this

is not only the main end, but fome way the only end, and |

the other quite excluded and thruft our ; and,when we fpeak
of the glory of God, we take inthe glory of grace, and
the glory of the Redeemer, who furmfheth grace. (2.) It

adds a fweet morive, viz. love to Jefus Chrift; Tbe loveof |
Chrift (faith the apoftle, 2 Cor. 5. 14.) conflrainetb us: It |
is no morc mere awe, that is the motive; but love, and |

love 10 God in Chrift, who hath redeemed and bought us,

3. The gofpel qualifies our obedience and walk, as to |
our undertaking thereof; thaticbe not in our own ftrength, |
but in the ftrength of Jefus Chrift : It teacheth us o go |

throvgh the wildernefs leaning on the Beloved, and leaving

the burden of the work on. him; trufting more to him, |

than to our own fect or firength, as knowing that we cane
not cripple our the way, nor de any thing without him, as
it is, fobm 15. 5. (4.) Thereis a qualification required
io refpeé of the frame of our own heart, with refpeé to
. a twofold fear: One isa filial and reverential fear, that
proceeds from faih, in which weare 1o work out the work
of our falvation ; the other is, that it be without the fear

that is c;Ppofltc to the former, asthe wordis, Luke 1. 74 [

_ The gofpel calleth us, in our walk, to have a fear withe

out fear; a reverential fear without flavith fear; It would
* have us neither to be altogether afraid becaufe of the law,
which hath terror; nor to be without filial fear, for that
is prefumption ;. but to have faith and fear mix¢d togethers
(5.) The gofpel qualifies our walk in fpiritual duries, ia
. refpel of cheerfulnefs in going about them, which are.
to us (in fo far” as we have corruption in us) heavy and
grievous; bur the gofpel maketh them eafy and light, as
it is faid, Mauh. x1. ult, His yoke is eafy, and bis burdw
Jight. Tho' it be a yoke, yet it is portable and lights
when Chrift and the believer are yoked together ; nor.are
-any of bis commands grievous, as it is, 1 Fobm 5.3
(6.) Tho' the gofpe} call for holinefs, yet it makes the
perfon to be denied toic: It is a gofpel- walk, to be ho:‘);

'
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. bat it takes in'that with t which we have, PLil. 3. to for-

. get thofe things that are bebmnd, to be denied and dead to
. all our attainments, and fo' count all but lofs and dung for

. Chbrifg. It was indeed a law-walk, to be biamelefs ; but

. itis a goipel walk, to ftudy to be blamelefs, and prefling

hard after perfect holinefs, and yer to forget it, and to be
denied rto all conceit of it; and ro be defirous to be found
in Cbyift Fefus, not baving our own righteoufnefs whichis by |
the law, but the righteoufnefs which is ty faith. .~ .
As for the particular duties, at leaft fome of the duties,
that are more particularly called for in this walk and cons

_ verfation becoming the gofpe] ; ye may take ‘thete fhortly,
. The firft whereot is; A living by faith ; and that is, when

a Chriftian hath faith, and the exercife of it on Chrift, as it

~ were another life to him: For tho’ there was a life of faith,

or of dependence on God, in Adam before the fall; yer

© not the life of taith in a Redeemer: {/ive (faith the apottle, -

Gal. 2. 20,) yet not I, but Chrift liveth im me ; and the life
that now 1 live in the flefp, is by faith on the Som of God,
Who loved mé, and gave bimfelf for me. And this is to ke
takerr along the Chriftian’s walk, eyenacontinued applica-
tion o ‘and of Chrift : This is that which he firft berakes
himfelfto, for rightcoufncfs; yea, when right, he employs
him conftantly, as be is made of Ged to bim wifdom, righ-

Seoufnefs, [anddification and redemption, as he is faid to be

made to believers, 1 Cor. 1.30. The fecondis, The exer-
cife of repentance, which was not called for as a duty
by the law, tho’ much ruin followed the breach of its
"This was the fum of Fobn’s and of Chrifi’s preaching; Re-
pent, for the kingdom of beavenis at band, Tho' it be, alas !
a very much flighted exercife, yet daily repentance notably
fuiteth a converfation becoming the gofpel. 3dly, A gofpel-
converfation would be in and wirh the exercife of hope.
There was love to Godrunder the law, but not fo proper= -
ly the exercife of hope ; there was, jtis true, hope in
refpe& of the thing promifcd, in cafe there had been no-
vioﬁrion of the law; but not as refpeéting Chrift Jefus,
who is the believer’s hope, Cok 1.-27. Chriff in you the'kope
of glory. 1 doubt much if the exercife of hope be well
known to Chriftians in this generation ; few know’ what it

810 bope to.tbe end, as Peter cg‘horts, 1 Per,1.13. A fourth

\ )
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is, The denial of ourfelves, and the exercife of humilie
ty ; for as the gofpel calleth for the denying of our own
righteoufnefs, fo for the denying of our own wills,affecti-
ons, lufls, appetites, and defices. There is another foct of
JTove-finglenefs and deniednels called for now, than un-
derthe law; becaufe we are bought with a price, and are:
got our own, asit is, 1 Cor. 6. 20. If any man will follow
me, let bim deny bimfelf, faith our Lord, Masth. 16. A
Jfh is, Much morrification, that we be crucified to tha
world, to ourfelf, and to our finful lufks; I am orucified
s,&ith Paul, 'Gal. 2.) with Chrift, yet Ilive. So, Chap. @y
" he tells us, that be was crucified to the yorld,. and the world
#o bim ; And he exhorts Chriftians, Cel. 3. §, to mortify
their membeys which ave upon the earth ; fornication, uncleava

wefs, inordinate affellion, covetoyfmefs, &c. A fixtb is, Much

patience, meekne(s, forbearance, lon%sfuﬁ'ering,, wherein
our Lord hath given and left himfelf
tern, Matth. 11 29. Learn (faith he) of ma, for I am meek
and lowly in beart, 8o, 1 Pet. 2. 31, 22. And hence, meck-
nefs, patience and forbearance are fo much and fo frequent-
3' called for in the gofpel, and on'gofpel-grounds, as great
uties becoming the gofpel, or as fpecial pieces of a gof-
pel-converfation. The fevemthis, A heavenlinefs in our
converfation, a deniedncfs, a holy abfira@nefs from earthe
Jy things, and living in_heaven, while on earth; and g
Jiving more where we love, than where we live: Jf ye
be vifen with Chviff, (laith the apoftle, Col. 3. 1.) fet youy
affelrons on thirgs above, not on things o the earth s W hich
is alfo called for, Phulip. 3. 20. by his own example pro-
. pofed for our pattern, Owr converfation (faith he) is in bea-
wen, qukence we luk for the Saviowr. To bs much in our
affeétions fet on the things that are on the carth, to be
earthly.minded, is unbecoming the gofpel, An eighth is,
A'grear eye on cternity ; an eye, whofe looks are net

bounded within time, but pierce thorow time; and all the-

fogs, mifts, and clouds that are in it. *Tis much uobe-
ming the gofpel, to have cur hope much (not to fzy, only)
in this life, or to be much taken up about the driving of
earthly defigns and projets ; butit is a good qualification
of a gofpel-converfation, to have an eye before us on eter~

-3l Jitey 2 Cor. 4. ule. While (Gith the apoftle) we Jok not

or a none-fuch Pat~ .
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on the thipgs that are feen, but on the things that are wot fee¥,
and eternal. A ‘winth is, Much joy in God, tuch cheer-
fu]nefs and heartfomnefs ; th‘erel’or’c Helievers dre’ willed to
rejoice alway and evesmore. So, 17 Thef], 5. Réjoice everipore;
and, Pbhilip. 4. 4. Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again, T
Jay, rejoice ; which hie fo much prefles on them, betaufe
{as it is like) he knew thatthey were givich to walk droop-
ingly and heavily, whijh did not fo become thie golpel, as
rejoicing in God, finding and making melody in theit
hearts 16 him, checring themfelves in him, and delightiny
them[elyes in the Almighty, Atemth'is, Spiritual coritent-
ment. A contented ‘converfation is d cowverfation becomtn
ing the gofpel: Be careful for nothing (faith ‘the apqﬂl_é)
Pbil. 4. 6.) but in every ¥hing let your requefis be made’known
unto Gody by prayer and [‘nppli;atiﬁn' with thankfgivirg. And’
thep follows dowriward a little, F bave ledrned(in evévy flale
or cafe 29 be content : I know bow to' fuffer “want, and boty
%0 aboupd, &c. This converfartion was very "becoming the
ggfpcl ; he propofes himfclf 45 a partern héreia to them.
here are many profeffors of religion, who cannot have,-
but they are vain 5 and, when they Want, they are anxiods
and difcouraged; %is hard o' carry the cup even : But a
gofpel-coriverfation is equal, fober and ‘compofed, and not
inuch up with having, iior much dewr. with want ; nor 15
it eafily outwitted and nonplufl:d by the viciffitudes of
thofé external things. An'eleventh is, Warchfulnefs. A
gofpel-converfation‘is a watchlul converfation, and nevér
_ much furprifed or moved : Or'thus, Watching (cfpecially

- over the hearr) joined with prayer, is' a peculiar dury,

that a walk becoming the gofpel calls for, that we be not
found like theflothful fervant, when his lord cometh.” This
isa duty well- becor ng us who live under the gofpel, be-
caufe we have readiiy ftronger corr\uPr'iorﬁ, and aré at leat

under ‘more femptations, t an thoft who lived under the

law. = A tavelfib 15, Much elf-examination or felt-fear¢h-
ing, becaufe of much corruption in us, and much -guile
lying on us, is aduty which the gofpel calls for ; that we
may, fec what comes of it,how it is mortified and done away':
And, there being many promifes in our offer, we thould fée
what acceptation they get, and how they are embraced™;
there is hazard of mifteking oy fpirivugl fRate, & All
R O Fg which
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which calls us to be muchiin this duty, Examine yourfeloes,
prove yowr own [elves, as fays the apoftle, .2 Cor. 13. 5.
13thly, The making of our calling and ele&ion fure, becomes
the gofpel.  When we are hovering, and at an uncerrain-
ty asito our foul's eftate, we arc not only fo try it, but to
endeavour to put it out of queftion; I awrite thefe things s0
you (fays Fobm, 1 Fobm 5. l%) that believe, that ge may know
ghat ye bave eternallife. Ye would not only belicve, but
ftudy 'to know that ye belicve, that ye may comfort your-
felvesinit: And it is a piece of a converfation and walk
unbecoming the gofpel, to hang loofe in fufpenfe, and at
an uncertainty, in that gt”ciueﬂ and graveft bufincfs.
14tkly, Trufting in God, becomes the gofpel; and unbe-

Tief and diftruft of God, is unbecoming the gofpel: Said.

I not unto thee (faith the Lord to Martba, John 11.) That
If thou wosicfi velieve, thou foouldft fee the glory of God 1 To
* have a gracious offer from God, and to fcar at it, as if he
'were not in earneft, is very unbecoming the gofpel: When-
ever he pipesh, it becomes us well ta dance ; and to believe
and credit him, when he fpeaks fair and comfortably.
A 5tkly, A gofpel-converfation takes in, and calls for, not
only holinefsy but a fhining exemplary holinefs, holinefs
with a divine luftre and fplendor on it. Merely legal ho-
linefs is dim and dark, and hath little or no luftre ; there-
, fore believers are Called children of the light and of the day ;
and they are faid to fbine as lights, in the midft of a crooked
" gemeration. Tt is not only a converfation not fpotted, or that
is fomething well-favoured ; but fuch a converfation, that

is well-lyned (to fpeak fo) within, with the imputed”

righteoufne(s of Chrift, and much ioherent grace-and ho-

Jinefs, and with outward felf-denied vifible fplendor and
glory : Let your light (faith the Lord, Matth. §.) fo /bine ber

fore mep, &c. Even as che glory of s body, when he was

. transfigured on the mount, made his clothes to fhine ; fo
there is fomething of grace within, that makes the exter-

nal a&ionsand carriage of believers to fhine : And words

that will be very taftclefs and faplefs from others, tho® for

" the matter- good, will have another fort of relith and
.weight from them ; and prayer from their mouth will have
goother fort of refrethful fweetnefs. 16tbly, A gofpel-
‘ conr
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, oblige 1o a Gofpel-Converfation. 85
converfation takes in, and calls for, much joy in affli&ion
and tribulation; We rejoice in tribulation, faith the apoftle:
It will make the Chriftian zake joyfully the fpoiling of bis
goods, as'they did, Heb. 10. 34. It will make men come-
from the prefence of councils, vejoicing, that they ave accounted
worthy to fuffer for the name of Chrift, as it:did the apoftles, -
Ads 5. latt. My bretbren (fays Fames) count it all joy,
when ye fall into divers temptations, or tribulations : It
makes pleafant and heartfom bearing of crofics from God,
and of injuries from men ; it makes the Chriftian ftoop
hambly and very low to thefe; it will not faffer him to
render evil for evil, but will put him to do good for evil,

. and it makes him do it on"a gofpel-ground and account 3

becaafe Chrift'frankly forgave the Chriftian ten thoufand
talents of his deb, he is ready to forgive an bundred pence of
petty and inconfiderable injuries done againft him. 17sbiy,
A gofpel-converfation is a fweet, quict, peaceable, well-
humoured converfation : It makes men and women good’
‘to live with; it hath-much love and pity to them that are
without ;. it is a good ncighbour ; it is a great friend to -
-unity, and a great enemy to divifion: It prefles hard after
fPanding faft .in ove fpirit. 18thly, A gofpel-converfation
implies a fertled fixed condition, that is not flecting and wa=
vering ; it fuffers nor Chriftians to be one thing to~day, and
another thing to-morrow, very unbecoming the gofpels

A gofpel-converfation will not futfer a man to be a tempo=- -

rizer, of one that cométh and goeth with every turn of
the tide, to be of any party that is upmoft ; but puts to fand
gﬂ in the liberty wherewith Chrift bath made bim . free,
he believer’s heart is fized, and his converfation is ftable,
when it is as it becometh the gofpel. . 192bly, It is a bold
converfation, that will fcar at no trial for Chrift, but will
hazard and venture far, ere it expofe the ‘gofpel to con«
tempt and reproach ; thereforeic is faid, Pbilip. 1. 1n no=
shing being tervified by your adverfavies : It isvery loth to
do or to forbear any thing, that may make the gof‘P:l o -
be evil fpoken of, 20tbly, It is a fpiritual converfation,
or a walking in the Spirit, as the word is, Gal. 5. Walkin
she spirit (faith the apoftic) and ye fball wot fulf) the Ivfis
of the flep. And, v, 25. If we live in the Spivit, let us
walk in tbe Spirit, It makes ys to pray in the Spirir, 10
ST : F3 . -~ praife
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praife .3 the Spiric; and, by aflittance of the Spirit, i¢
puts upon endeavoprs to do every thing that is called for,
31fly, A gofpel-converfarion isa wreftling and fighting

* eonverfation, ftriving and warring againft temprations
Wwithour, and 3 body ef death wishin.. A lazy, fecure;
-whale-hearted converfation, when a perfon is lying by,
" and i3 not ferting bhimfelf. againft, nor putifying” himfelf

* fiom all_filchinefs of the fleth and fpirit, bur ar traee

‘with carruption, is not (fure) bccoming the gofpel ¢
Jence the apoftle, Rom. 7. hath fuch a combate with the
remainder af indwelling corruption, fometimes complain-

itig of,. fometimes prorefling againft it, ‘and fometimes bit- -

gerly-bemounitg aud. cry,in? out under ifs captivating pow.
- &r 2. There being in the believer .two contrary partiel, one
of grace, and another of corrupt nature, which are con+
.trary one.tq another, as it is, Gal §. 17. a believer, ina
gotpel-converfation,, is like Facob’s and Efas’s ficugglitg in
the. womh: It isfor this caufe that, Epb- 6, all the pieces
ot the fpiritual armour are particolarly defcribed, and
Chriftians, as Chrift’s foldiers, commanded fo pur them
on ;. and to havea gofpel-converfation, is to be improvi
all. the picces of that complear armour of God arght, to
‘their feveralends. .
. Thefe are things (and fuch others) that are particalarly
ealled for in'a gofpel-walk and converfation : And if we
would take a litle view of them altogether, and .gather
the meaning of this afe of infiruétion from the exhortation,

duet yomr converfation be as it bécometh the gofpel of Chrift;

zhe fum of it ‘may be briefly given in thefe fowr, 1. To

{ge exaltly ftadyiog holinefs. 2. To bedetited toour Ho=
i

nefs, as Pasn] was, Pbilip. 3. 3. To be efpecially taken
vp with thofe parricular duttes, of living by faith, of ex~
- ercifing repentance, of aiming at, and clofly phrfuing
after communion with God “in Chrift Jefus ; (which is,
tho"a much abufed duty,.and umvo’rthilg' proftinired
the mouths of many, a moft precious hoth\ duty and pri-_
vilege) excrciling hope, felf-denial, &%. fo ‘that we may
be in cafe warrantably to fay with the apoftle, 1 Fobn 1>
. Traly our fellon [brp is ith the Fatber, amd <iith bis Sm
. efus Cbrit.” 4. To be much in the exercife of 4l thefe
heartfomly and ¢heerfully ; and to be comforted and refre-
L : - . " . thed
N\ - .
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thed in doing dury, and yet denied to all our doinF. &:\ .
’ ]

Ghriftian, having a fuitable converfation ta th:igofpe

his #lls, and is fiombled ; obferves'God’s goodnefs, and com-
forts himfelf, and blefles God heartily his ‘goodnefs in
Fefpe& of both, and becaufe there is hope of an outgate

- from all his evils, and a day ¢oming when he fhall ‘be fi-

nally and fully redeemed from all his iniquities. . i
' The fecond afe leads us to regret and expoftulate with
bearers and profeflors of the gofpel, of this'time. Tho®
this be the thing, and the oniy thing, that they are called
to; yet, if we thould go thorow and view the converfation
of the moft part, O how-very unfuitable, and unbecoming
isit to the gofpel ! even fo very unfisitable, thar, it our
hearts were tender, they would break dnd bleed within
us tobehold ir, Bur, alas! itisa part of our unfuirable~
nefs, that we cannot fhirably Jament it : Lictle zeal for God,

.and forrow. for what difhonours him and reflc@s on the
" proftflion of his name, are much gone from this genera=

tion. Oh! whither fhall we go, into the ci%or country,
tofind a converfation becoming the gofpel # We caninot be
without fome ¢onviction, that we ought to be zealous for
the glory of God, and ferious in the ftudy of holinefs in -

all manner of converfation, that the gofpel be not reproach

ed and Blafphemed: If we be fo, and if fuch a converfa=
tion be a ‘duty, and a very reafonable duty, how comesit
to be fo litrle minded and made confcience of ? If we pro-

fefs Chrift to be eur Husband -and Head, our Captain and -

Leader, ought we not to be like him, and follow him ? I
take it for granted, that this will be generally affented to,
® being very jult and reafonable; and yer, wichout ac-
complifhing a very diligent fearch into our own way, ma
we nor find, ar the firft view, much, very lamentably much_
snfisitablencss in our walk to the gofpel? Need we de- -

feend -to particulars? is not our unfuitablenefs obvious, -

palpable and undeniable! Let me but ask ourfclves a few
ions: Are we making fuitable ufe of the promifes,
and often medirating on them ? are we taken up with de-

' Jighting ourfelves in God, and- in the great and excellent

things' centaived in the promifes? do we ftudy to be like
them, and fuitably to improve them 3 do we fudy to have

thofc poor performances of duty that we go abour, fo
- . Fa - quas

7
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88 . - Gofpel-Privileges '
qualifted as the gofpel calls for 2 The lifelefnefs and wholes
heartednefs, that manifeftly difcover themfelves in our ve-
1y hearing of thefe things, declare much what we are ¢
Your minifters are fome way perplexed and puzzled how
to deal with you, and know not well whether to fpeak or
to be filent, whether to pipe.or to mourn, W hat (uitable-
nefl is there to the gofpel, when the converfation of many
is fo fpotted ? So far, alas! are we from fhining, that we
are rather like blind lanterns without light. ‘I fhall only,
for whetting an edge on this regret and expoftulation,
inftance in a few of thefe particulars touched on before, as
to our fuitablencs ro the gofpels (1.) Do we live by faich 2
Alas! is there fuch a life as this known by moft of wus 2
We are readily cither living fecurely; carelcfly and un-
concernedly, without troubling ourfelves with fuch mat-
ters; or elfe, on the other hand, we give way to unbelief,
and will hardly admit of any thing that may fettle and
make us foar a fltand: We are found often running from:
one extremity to another; weare either carnally vain, light

and frothy, or we.are anxious, heartle(s.and dejeéted, and:
are very feldom found fteering a ftraight courfe berwixe
extremes, and ftemming the port. (2.) We may inftance
it in the exercife of repentance, which well becomes the
gofpel: Our Lord Chrift, Fobn the Baptift and the apoftles
preached it, and ‘tis commended to all; ‘tis an exercife
" very fuitable and proper for finners, and more efpecially
for fuch finners as bave had many offers of grace, and
bhave much flighted them: But where is it? ah ! where
isit? Convertsare rarc in thefe days, and among converts_
the kindly excercife of repentance is rare ; we are gencral-
ly as whole-hearted, as if we were living under the cove-
nant, where there is no promife of pardon to a penitent
. finger. I mean not every fort of repentance, -for there is
a worldly forrow that works death; there'is a legal repen-
tance, arifing mainly, if not only, from the fear of pu-
nithment: But I mean of ferious and hearty gofpel-repen~
tance, arifing from the confiderarion of God's holinefs, and
- of his mercy and grace in Jefus Chrift, that is accompa-
pied with holy zeal, fear, indignation and revenge, as ig
. is deferibed, 2 Core 7. (3.) Where is felf-denial ? Is ?lot
' \ “ o h - thag
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oblige 10 a Gofpel-Coyverfation. 89
that a rare thing? Many of us cannot beara word refle&-
ing on felf, neither ean we quit a word once uttered by us
(tho’ it may be fomewhat rafhly and unadvifedly ) wherein
Jelf is concerned, but will needs maintain and defend itz
O what reeling and whirling-about with the time is there
amoug us ? What hard purfuing after, and even. chafing
of felf-interefts and defigns? (4.) Where is fpiritaal joy
a6d rejoicing in the Lord ? who delight themfelves in the
Almighty ? wha blefs themfeives on eartbh, in the God of
truth? who do really and humbly boaft in him all the
day long? who blefs themfelves in, and think themficlves
well come to, with. precious Jefus Chrift as their Mediator
and Redeemer, asftheir Lord, Head, and Husband? who
rejoice and glory in the midfi of tribulation, in the hape™
oI) the glory of God? Jay in external things is much -

> withered away from us, and it is juft with God that it

thould be fo, fince we live fo grear ftrangers to the joy of
tbe Lord, which is our firength: Upon but a very overly
trial, we will eafily difcover, that there’s amongft us none, .
or but very little, fpiritual joy in God ;. I mean not only,
nor fo much of fenfible joy, as of our little a&ive Rirring -
up of ourfelves to give .obedience to. that command con-
cerning rejoicing 1m God alway and evermore. May I not

"~ conclude then, that there is great ground -of expoftularion

with us all, both believers and others, who may be con.
vinced, that this lieth indifpenfibly on them, even to have
a converfation asit becomes the gofpel of Chrift 2 ah, how
litcle confcience is made of it! O mourn for and lament
our fhortcomings, as to this] and fall to the work, fall a-
bout it more than ever, as your main bufinefs, to have a
converfation becoming the gofpel. Many already are a
reproach and a thame to the gofpel, (and it will difclaim
them) and, who fhall live to fee ir, a great many mo will
be fo: Alas! few or none of us all have a converfation as
becomes the gofpel ; which is a lamentation, and fhould

be for a lamentation.

‘The Third ufe is of exbortation, T hat feeing fuch a conver=
fation s fo much, and with fuch fpeciality called for, and "
yet fo little ferioufly. endeavoured by moft; let me turn
over to you the apoftle’s exhortation to the Pbilippiamy 2
If ye would know how to behave at home and abroad, li:i

- ’ N R - . , - \ t



9 , Gyfpel-Privileges
the duties of worfhip, and in the duties of yoti partica.
dar callings, ftatiods und relations, even-in all commanded
duties;, then, Owly et your converfation be as it hecometh the
5’.’:’" of Chbrift, und béware of doing any thing that is un=
oming the gofpel, orthat may give ground to fpeak any
il of it ; beware of letting the” precious promifes ly by
zou unimproved, but-ftudy ro be like them : ‘O fludy hos
incfs in all mabper of convetfirioy; which is not only
tnd fimply to be holy, ‘or to have holinefs, but a'holine
influenced by the gofpel-promifes in Chrift, belicvingly
improved, as the upoftie exhorts, 2-Ger. 7. 1. Not onlyg to
be ¢reernally holy, but ro be in the exercife of the graces
of the Spirit within ; to cleanfe ifrom all filthinefs of the
fpirit as well as of theflefh, efpecially to putify the heart,
the fountain of pellution ; even to ftudy to be pure as he
is purc; to dim at holinefs in the Rréngth of Chrift, in
‘the hargeft extent and in the higheft pit¢h, and yer to be
denied to 'it, and all wein “conceir of 'it; eveh to werount
it but lofs, inthe paint of juftification befote God; to be

in the praliceof all the duties of réligion fweetly, pleafant« -

1y, heartfomly abd cheerfully, wilking under dll forrs of lots
with 2 _gofpel-conterredivefs : This, O ! this would be &
tonverfarion-wortty of, ‘and becomings the gofpel ; nay, it
would make a little ‘héaven on-earth., And we defire to
be as preffing and peremptory in calling for-this from you,
as cver we urgently wréfled you by any call or inviation
vo receive the offer of the golpel, and of Chrift therein;
and if we were t6 fpeak 'ro you all, O men and women,
ene byt one, by name and firname, this would be our exa

. hortation'to you, Only Iet your converfation be as it becometh =

the gofpel of Chvif, |
We come now (as we promifed) to prefs- this on you

by fome few Confiderations : And, 1. Confidet the authoric |

ty thar enjoing it, and lays it on you; and it ye truft him,
. #nd cxpelt the dccomplithment of any promife of rhe
gofpel from him, then take this as proceeding from the
fame authority : “Prefame not, under the pain of God’s
‘difpleafuce, arrd of cheating your own fouls to their ruin,
to take or ‘ineddde with the promife, if ye mind not fine
cerely to fludy a Tuitablenefs in your converfation to the
. gofpel. a.-Genfider, not only the reahmbleneﬁofh the

c t lng,
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thitg, bit alfo gxe fWeetG:ya.ﬁnefs of it; for, ‘takibg-it in
gofpel-fnfe, 'tis an cafy yoke and a light burden : And
*is withal very fuitable and congruous to alliprofeffors of
the gofpel; Ought not “a minifter to be like-his ealking, ¢
siterchant to be liké his ¢alling, a tradefman to'be life his

. trade.and calling 7 Ought not alfo a Chriftian to be like

tiis ‘Chriftian calling, like the :gofpel which he profet-
feth? 3. Confider the tyes and obligations, that all whe -

profefs to have received the gofpel, are under: Are ye

not obliged to fuch a converfation, by your baprifmat
vow? Whith obligation, the’ many of you forget, yot
God will requireit: Think ye that ye are frée to live =
ye I, ro live like the gofpel or not, or to take one picte
of 'a gofpel-walk, and lcave another? Ye arc’ profefiedly
refigned 1o God 'in baptifm, and are by it obliged to live
every way as it becometh the gofpel ; and ye muft either
on the matter renounce your baptifm and ‘deny -Chrift,
and fo deal treacherounf{ly with him, -or yc ‘muft  make it
your bufinefs to live Jike the gofpel. 4. Confider, that
this gofpel #ill be.the rule whereby ye fhall be judged,
whether ye have indeed received the Mediator, the pro.
mifes and privileges, the duties and direQlions, ‘and the
graces of it, and improved them, or not ; In sbe day' (fairh
the apottle, Rom..2.) that God fail jwdge the fecvets of -
Beadts by my gofpel. If ye would have boldnefs when death

[

and judgment tome, endcavour a converfation becommg

this gofpel: Tho® your cenverfation were very much bev

toming the law (asic i im?oﬂible now - without gefpela
raca) yet will not that fatisfy the Judge; for ye will be
ﬁndged both by the lawand gofpel: 5. Confider, thas,
tho' the Lord had required' many hard thirgs ef you,
you would moft certainly have been obliged to have pere
‘fotrmied them ; and now, when he requires only this, ceght
ye not fo much the more to aim at it, and endeavour 1t
t ife ye bring up an ill report bn this-gefpel, - as if

_it wére an unfupportable heavy burden, und moft uncafy

yoke ; for which ye muft anfwer at your peril. Confider

‘the dreadful ddom and fentence ‘of the flothful fervam,

who faid, He is a bavd maffer. - 6. Confider the: great
¢judice that a walk unbecoming the gofpel hath with it. *

‘cannot tafily, nay net at all to thafull, tell you the l:“

- - jadice
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92 Gofpel-Privileges o :
;:dicc it will bring to you; only this I will fay, that it had
en better for' you that ye had never heard the gofpel;
it bad been better that ye never had been piped to by the
" gofpel, and that ye had never heard any of its fweeteft
mufick.fprings, if (to follow the Lord’s own fimilirude fo
far) ye endeavour not to keep all the meafures thereof in
yous dancing afterit, in your walking conform ro ir. Tell
mec, if we may be in carneft with you, what if ye were
called even now or before night to give an account of
your improving of and profiting by the gofpel, whereof
ye have fo very much, and from which ye have been fo
~ often piped unio, how utterly unanfwerable would many
of you be found to be ? Your trifling way of walking
alone and in your families, your negleting of prayer in
them, with the chiding and bitternefs betwixt husbands
and wives, and with and amongft fervants; your omitting
to infiru@ children and fervants in the principles of re-
ligion ; your tippling and mif: {pending your time, declare
fufficiently what your converfation is. If any’of youn fhall
fay, The converfation that you prefs, is a harder work

'
v

and a more difficult task than we ¢an win at; Isit any -

thing elfe, than what the Holy Ghoft by the apoftle pref-

feth on all the hearers of the gofpel? O! rake heed of .

branding a walk becoming the gofpel with fo black a note,
as if it were an unfupportable yoke of intolerable hard

Bondage, left it be faid to you, Evil and flabful [ervantsy

&c. If ye ‘had been ferious and diligent in making ufe
of the gofpelin a gofpel-way, by improving Chrift and
the promifes, this work would have gone better with you,
and ye had been in much betrer cafe than ye are in now :

If ye had'been more in the pra&ice of gofpel-duties, and -

in the exercife of gofpel-graces in fecret, your vifible con-

. verfation might and would have been much-more as it be-
cometh the gofpele ‘ '
As for you that have communicate, there is a peculiar
tye.upon you: You have renewed your covenant with God,
rand 1s there any covenanting with God, but it hath this
dn it, That, if there be thereafter a falling-back, fuch back-
fliders come under the guilt of treacherous dealing with

|
|
|

him 2 Let me, for a conclufion of this difcourfe, fay thete

few things to you; 1, Is it fuitable, think ye, to faft the
. ) i . - one.

{
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one day for your not walking as it becometh the gofpel,
and to rake unjuft liberty to yourfclves the next day? on
a faft-day to fpue out your foul and abominable fins, and
to return with the dog to the vomit in a few days there-
after 7 will ye be fo unfuirable to your profeflions and con-
feffions ? Beware of that, for the Lord’s fake ; better ye
had never fafted nor confefled, than thus to mock the Lord.
2. Many of you have been at the facrament of the Lord’s
Supper, and in it ye have profeffed that ye have taken
Chnift for your Husband, which implies the tye and obli-

ation of a dutiful wife: What, I pray, is that, bur ro
gave a converfation as becometh the gofpel, and to walk

worthy of the vocation wherewith ye ave called? as the apoftle

exhorts, Epb. 4. 1. And is there any ftraiter bond on
earth whereby men can be bound ? IFf, after thus covénant-

© _ ing with Chrift, ye fhall foully fail or fall'back, will it not’

exceedingly aggrege your guilt? 3. Are there not of you
who have come under fome private engagements to the
Lord ? I take it for granted, if ye have not been fcorn-
ing God in your humiliation, and in your communicating ;
I take it (I fay) for granted, that feverals of you have
come under particular and perfonal engagements to God :
If fo, ye would-beware of loofing thofe tyes, and of vio=
lating thofe fo folemn engagements; and the rather, that
it is to be feared, if ye keep not promife to God now, ye
may never get a communion again to renew it. 4. I would
have fome of you remembring of ‘thofe particular obliga-
tions ye came under; and promifes that you made to us,
when you received your tokens, to amend thofe faults

whereof ye were well known to be guilty ; Moft certain-

ly thofe promifes, efpecially fo explicitely made, will bear -

witnefs againft you, if thofe evils be continued in, or re-
lapfed into ; and we fhall bear witnefs for Chrift againft
ou, if ye fhall not be anfwerable to your engagements;
E‘or the Lord’s fake, put us not to i, i ,
Effay in good carneft, and fet about the ftudy of this

- gofpel-becoming converfation : I fhall forbear to fpeak of
encouragements to this. It will be one. good encourage-.

.meat, to confider ferioufly, that itis a walk becoming the
gofpel and Chrift in it; thatit bath fuch promifes made
fo jt,“and fuch a Surety far ¢very promife ; that tbeﬁ::rri-

B ’ ' ' tion
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94 The Necelfiry and Fxcellency -
fication of the law is not at it ; that y¢ have pardon of fin'
iromifcd to you on your-repentange, and furnituce at
and for every thing called for from yoy,” Take it in' fhort,
whatever your calling, ftation or relation be, Only tef your'
sonverfation be 4s becometp the gofpel of Chriff : And remem-
ber the tyes and obligatiops that ye are under, whether

. more gengral or more particular ; ofherwift they fhafl“be‘

remembred to, aud againft vou. Now, the Lord him<
felf erable you, by his all-fufficient grace, to fuit all your
obligations, ro pay all your vows, and ta make all yous
boneft refolutions pratticable, rclating to this Converfation
" becoming the gofpel of Chrift, o oo

A very heavenly SERMON, -
Preached, if not afier the commuvion, yof Yery pestizient. for

Juch a9 occafion (kowever 18 is [ubjoined 1o tbe impmediately
- preceeding, becaufo of the affinity of puvpofes) .

On Philip. 3. 20. For our Converfation is in Heaven.

H E life and work of a-Chriftian is a far other rhin,
than, for the moft part, it is taken to be; and
no queftion; were we often thinking on, an,cf

fudying the qualifications and cxtent of a Chriltian eon-
werfation, to which believers are called, we would walk

with flopped mbuths, in the deep fenfe of our great fhort-. |

coming, and there would not be fuch delufion under the

conceit of felf-righteoufiiefs: But -the ignorance of this,

makes carnal men think themfelves to be fomething ; nn&’
makes even believers themfelves, that they walk oot fe
humbly, nor prefs fo ferioufly rowards:the mark ; neither
do they propofe to themftlves, as they oughr, 3 juft .and
rfe& pattern ta follow, L i N
7 Amongft ether qualifications of a Chriftian walk and
converfation, this is one, and a very confiderable one,
That our converfation fhould be in beaven : A thing we fear
- the moft part of the Chriftians of this age fearcely believe,
much lefs endedvour, that they fhould live with theip
hearty above in beaven, in the livcly cxpe@ation of the
. g ‘ Savioyr’s

.
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.- hath ro do with the Chriftian Pbilippians, who wers much

" faid, Ye will readily think, that I fhould be well ac?uain:. :

il

of a Converfarion in Heaven. . 9%
8aviour’s ceming; thar they fhould converfe in heaven
among the fpirits of juft men mwade’ perfeét, before they -
come thither. - ~ "

The feope of thefe words is plain. The apoftle Pant

tempred, and, no doubt, in fome hazard to be led. afide
bath from the faith and from the pra&ice of religion; and
-the way that he takes to keep them right as to both, is
by propefing his own example to them: As if he had
ted with the way to heaven; now, the way thatl take
for my juftification before God, is net to feck after righe.
Qeoufncl’s by the works-of the law, but to be found in
Chrift covered with his right¢oulnefs taken hold ‘of by
faith: And, if ye would know what I do in reforence to
fan&tificarion, this is it, I forget thofe things that ave be-
6ind, and veach forth wmto thofe things that ave before,
prefling towards the mark, for tbe prize ; being conftantly, as.
it were, on the fpur, that I may attain that which 1 have
not as yet come at, even thzt perfe@ion of holinefs, that
accompanies the vefurre&im from the dead. And having laid
this before them, as a fair copy and pattesrn; he improves
it, by exhorting them thus, Bretbren, be.ye followers toge-
dber of me; take the way that I take, both in the matter
of faith and of praétice: And he gives two reafons why
he would have them to do fo; the firf whereof ts raken
from the danger that was in following thofe falfe teachers,
oer, 18, 19. Many of whom walk fo, as they are enemies to
#ke crofs of Chriff, that is, enemies to. the dorine of faith
in Chrift; and to the exercife of it on him, and to rhe
doétrine of his crofs, and alfoto a truly fpiricual walk,
wwbofe exd is defirulion, and whofe god iy therr belly. The
Jecend reafon is fubjoined in th~ text, drawn from the great
advantage which they fhoulu have by following -him:
For (faith he) our comverfation is in beaven: This is the
fpiritual, heavenly and divine walk, wherein he holds’
forth himfelf and his fellow-apofties as a pattern to be
imitated by them, and fo teachcth them their duty. We
are not (as if he had faid) like thefe falfe teachers, But
our converfation is in beaven ; therefore follow us, And he
gives an inftance “of this ix the latter part of the verfs,

) ‘ \ > Fiom
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96 - The Neceffiry and Fxcellency
From whence (faith he) we look for the Saviour s He is like
a perfon on the watch-rower, that isJooking and longing
for the coming’ of a friend; plainly infinuating thereby,
that he looks not for much fansfaction “in this world, but
was carncftly longiog for, and in continual expeétarion of
- Chrift’s coming ; to which all his hope and expeQation of
. compleat happinefs, and of full fatisfaion to his foul,
was clofly confined. A -
So then, the great thing that he aims at here, is to com-
mend a heavenly converfation to thefe Chriftian Pbilippians,

and to all that fhould hear the gotpel, and this excellent’ °

.picce of it amongft the reft. ,
There are only taw things fhortly to be cleared, before
‘we procced further; the firft is, What is meaned by cor-
werfation here 7 And the reafon of the queftion is, becaufe
the word is fo very fignificant in the original, that hardly
can we get a word in our language to exprefs it by to the
life; ’ds taken from that which fignifies a rownthip, ‘core
porationfhip (ro fpeak fa) or burgesthip: And' it implies
thefe tewo things; 1ff, A title to fuch and fuch privileges;
as thofe who, were Romans, or born citizens of Rome, and
whoever were mdde, bargeffes of it, had fuch and fuch
privileges attending their burgesthip, - The 2d is a fuit-
ablenefs and peculiar manner of living and carrying ac-
cording to the laws of that. city ; as it is often faid in the
book of the A8s of the apofles, After the manner of the
Romans, who had their own laws, cuftoms, and ufages:
And, being applied here in a fpiritual fenfe, it fuppofes,
1. Ajoint intereft with the faints, (or being fellow-citi-
zevs with tbe faints;  as it is, Epb.2.19.) who arc all
‘burgefles of the heavenly Ferufalem : Tho' fome of them
be, as it were, in the fuburbs and lower tawn, and fome
in the higher; yer all here below. have the fame: Mafter
and Father with them whoare above in heaven,’ 2. It fup-
pofeth a way, walk, and converfation like heaven; to ge
cullatly indowed with a nature, inclinations, defires,’
defigns, and qudlifications fuitable ro heaven. We rake
it here, efpecially in the latter fenfe, becaufe Pawul pro-
erh himfelf asa pateern to them to intimate ; and it holds

" put his fuitablenefs to heaven. -’ ’ :




of a Converfation in Heaven. ,

"The frcond thing to be cleared a little is, Whatitiste
have a converfarion in heaven. - I anfwer, Thefc tivo aré
in'effe@ onéd and the fame, ta have a converfation in hea=
ven, and to be heavenly in our converfation: *Tis event °
to have a converfatioh like that which Chriftians hope ta
have in heaven, and fuch as are bounden, and on their
way thitherward, thould have; This is'a genetal hint of
what a heavenly converfation. or a converfation ih heaven, .
is; and becaufe, in profecuting the do&rineés to be dedu.”
ced from the wotds; we will have occafion to explain it
more particularly, we fhall fay no more of it riow. o

The Dofirines that arife from the words are efpecially, -
thefe fogr; the firff whereof is, That there is a fort af K
beavenlinefs in the converfation of Chriftians, that fbould bé °
- fadied by them all without exception, and tbat lieth on themt

. all as their duty. ) o, .

. The fecond is, Tbat this beavenlinefs of convevfation is int
a great meafuve thrd' grace aitainable; For Paul and otherd *
believers atcaihed it.  Which, is not o to be underftood, '
ag if there were an univerfal fuitablenefs, of a fuitablenefs °
in all things, in fojourning faints, to glorificd faintsin heas
ven ; for in-heaven they do-not eat nér drink, neither ard
they tharried nor given in marriage: But ‘tis to be unders *
flood of a fuitablenes in refpe of qualification, tonformi-
ty and likenef3, in fo far as is incumbent to fojourners whe =
ate walking'thitherward. : ) . :

The third is, Thatit it a peculiar and contvadiftinguifb<
ing mark of a fevious and [uitably exercifed Cbriffian, front
all other mien in the world, That bis converfation it in beaven,
wibile that _of others is not. ‘ . .

T'he fourthis, That tis not an ordinary and common, but
a rare-thing among profeffed Ghiifitans; 46 bave a conberfas’
tion in beaven. Many (lays the apoftlc) walk, of whom I
bave told yoh, and sow tell you weeping, that they dre eme='
hies 80 the crofs of Chrift; Buat I and fome few others with,
me bave owr converfation in beaven 3 And the many, that
he fpeaks of here, we take to be thofe, of whom he fpeaks
in the firft Chapret, who preached Chrift, but out ‘of ens
vy, and prefled holinefs (ic is like) with more than ordi- "
nary fervour, being zealous of the law, and fecking to misk -
the righteoufnefs of it wit!&rhe rightcoufnefs of Chrift hi:

. . . S |
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. and glorificd faints in heaven, according te our capacity ;

of . Tbe Neceffity and Excellency ‘ ‘
the point of juftification ; yet they had not their converfa< |
tion in heaven, as he and fome others had. "
‘We fhall not profecate thefe do&trines diftinétly, fecing
this is the fcope of them all, even to hold forth and com-
mend the neceflity and excellency of a heavenly conver-
fation ;' which we fhall, 1. Clear ; 2. Confirm ; and then,
3+ We fhall fpeak to the Ufe of it, ’ .
Firft then, for clearing what a heavenly converfation is,
Ye would confider, that the apoftlc fpeaksof his own and
of fome few other godly perfons their converfation, in op~
Po'ﬁtion to thofe many mentioned hy him before: And it
amports or implies thefe four; 1. *Tis to have heaven pro-
~ pofed to ourfclves as our great fcope and defign, next to
the glory of Ged ; Even as, to have an earthly converfa-
tion, is to mind earthly things, to have a bentnefs of fpirit
towards them, and to be wholly or moftly taken.up gﬁonl
the things of the world ; fo, to be heavenly in our con-
verfation, is to have the mind taken up about heaven,
prizing, affe@ing and fecking after heaven andheavenly.
things, as the word 1is, Col. 3. 1. Seek after, or fet your
affellions ow thofe things that ave above. 2. As it imports ,
prizing and affecting of heaven, and of heavenly things;
fo itimports the taking of that way that leads to the end :
‘And fo it is, to be in the ufe of all means and dutics that
lead to heaven ; Seek (faith the apoftle, in that Col 3. 1.) - |
8bofe things that are above : Set your affeélions om things absve,
m0t on things bemeath, or om the earth; To hold forth the
earncfinefs and ardency of affe@ions thar Chriftians ought -
fo have towards things beavenly, and how very much they
fHould be, with holy "care and-folicitude, bufied in the .
ufe of all meansy and in the Fta&iqe of all durties, for the
furthering and promoting of an heavenll! .defign : Even
as worldly men are taken up and exercifed with carking
cares, leaving (as it were) no flone unmoved ta promove .
apd Comfafs their earthly. defigns. 3. It importa the
* baviog of our converfation like heaven, to be walking like
thofe that are in heaven: Not to be conformed to .tbe
world, or like the men of the world, but to be like angels -

ag we are taught to pray,-in the Lord’s Prayer, Tby will
b8 dowe o8 carsh, as it is dowe in beaven. "Tis to havt a
. ; . e T native
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of a Converfation in Heaven.
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navive and kindly fuirablencfs and proportionablenefs ra:
them that are glorificd in. heaven. 4. It imporrs thisy
thar we fhould be often in heaven as to our thoughts and.:

affe@ions, as to our defires and delights : Tho’ we be living:

‘on the earth, that we fhiould have, as it were; ‘more:
than oiir one half in heaven ; as Daevid hath it, P/al. 25. 1.1

" Unto thee, O Lord, do 11ift up my foul ; or, as the word:

is, 2"Cor. 5. Tho' we be abftnt in the body, that yet we. "

may be fdmeway prefpnt in o

r {pirits with the Lord; that:
‘we thould make frequent vizrs to heéaven; that we thould-

have much to do there, have much traffigue, commercey:
torrefpondence and intercourfe in and with heaven ; that
¢in a word) we fhould converfe more where we love, than.
where we live; which is held forth and expreffed in the-
fcripture, by ewalking with God, by baving fellowpip with
bini, by ' foliowing bard after bim, and the like : A fuitz
ablenefs to, and a converfe in heaven, are mainly meané

here. :

of this, that a Chriftian

(As fof the feiond thing propofed, uiz. thé'Cenfrm:ioi,*;

ould ftydy this heavenlinets of;
conveifation; The' argument is clear and preffing’ froni

. 0. 17. where the apoftle cxhorts the Philippédusta ba.

followvers of bim, and here he tells them that bis comverfatios

isin-beaven’s And if .his converfation was in heaven, thea-

certatuly i was their duty, and is ours, to have our coms
vérfation in heaven ;, for he propoteth  himfelF as our pate..

tern in this, and ‘we_have {t, from the Spirit of God, - by:
hitn 'pﬁéﬂ'c&-onudus as our dp,t):, to imitate ?x‘im in-this thin 4

"Itis not fo_fingular a praftice, as to.be peculiarize

monopoliz’d and eogroffed te him alone ; but fuch as was
€ommon to him, and other ferious Chriftians, according:td
their'meafure ; Therefore he fays ngt, My-converfation, bug .
Oir converfation ; as if he had faid, 'Tis mine, and (3

cohverfation of othets, and- of all that follow me; and
I would have you in this to follow me, and none other

that doth net walk as I do; If it be needful further to -
tobfirm it, ye mdy take this pne reafon,
fal arguments in the bofom of it; A Ch

It

which. hath feve.

riftian’s converfas -

tign thould be heavenly, becaufe all that o Chrifiiak hlb‘.
is from and in beaven, and if fomeway beatenly { As wil

)

-manifeBly appear, if ye looi,g;'f Toa Chrittran's natm;%.‘
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100 The Neceffiry and Excellency

*tis from heaven ; he is partaker of the divine nature, he is
born of God, he is of the mewt Ferufalem ; his Fatber is
heavenly, as he is taught to pray, Our Fatber wbich art
'in beaven, or our beaverly Futher ; to point out, that as
ae bave born the image of the.eartbly, fo muft we bear the
mage of the beavenly, as it is, 1 Cor. 15. 49. Where is
the elder Brother ? Is he not in the beavenly places ? as the
apoftle tells us, Epb. 2. 6. His treafure isin beaven ; his
bope is in beaven ; beaven is the city, the manfion, the reft
whither he is travelling.  Or, if, 2. Ye confider the belic-
'ver’s calling and his obligation : Thereby he is partaker of
#be beavenly ‘ca lling ; (as it is, Heb. 2. 1.) feparated from
the reft of the world, and therefore ought not to live as
the world doth: He hath a heavenly law to walk by; he’
hath heavenly promifes, to feed and live upon, and to
comfort himfelf in'; his happinefs is heavenly, and all the
duties that he is ‘called to are fo; of which this is the
fubftance and fum, cven to glrify God, and to feck to en-
joy bim, and fo to'thine in_his converfation, as others may
be provoked to glorify God. Are not his' prayers and
praifes heavenly ? and\can a believer poffibly go arighe
about thofc, and not be heavenly ? To be tranflated from

- darkuafs- %o light, to be a partaker of the [anifying Spirit

of God, to be a mew creature, to have the Spirit of adoption, -
#o bave boldnefs of actefs to God, to be am beir and a joint |
beir with Chriff, &ci Are not thefe heavenly? Or, if,
3. We look to his company, is it not hcavenly? #e are
come (faith the apoftle, Heb. 13.) to God the Fudge of all,
2o Fefins she Mediator of the mew covemant, to the mew Fea-.
vufalem, (which taketh in all the faints in heaven, and the -
faints on carth) to an iunumerable compamy of angels, to
‘#he general affcmily of she firfi-born, and to the fpirits of
juft men made perf- &, In a word, whatever we look ta, -
whether to .the believer’s nature, or to his end, or to the
role of his walk, or to the promifes, or to his work and
waz wherein he is to go ; "all is heavenly : Is there not an .
obliging neceflity on the believer, in refpe& of all thefe,
to ftudy to be heavenly in his converfation 2 which is
the great thing that the apoftle Paul prefleth on you,-

and from thefe words is clearly prefled on all Chriftians. -

Thé Ufes arc four ; the firfi whereof Rrves fér Infiruce
. : tim

.
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of a Converfation in Heaven. .,  Tot
_#ion and Infermation to all that bear the Name of Chrift.
Know from this, what is the high pitch of holinefs that
ye are called to ; it is even to be heavenly in your con-
yerfation. Are there not many who have much need to
be inftru&ed in this? who never walked under the con-
‘viGtion of the neceffity of this as a duty; otherwife, -
were it poffible that ~th moft part of men and women,
who are called Chriftians, and profefs a hope of heaven,

- could or dprft live as they do, fome in'prophanity, rio-

toufnefs and gluctony ; others in.mere cjvility and moral

‘honefty ; and others in formality and hypacrify 4t the beft 2

‘Lct me ask you in good earpeft, Are ye not convinced

that this js a duty ? or, do you think that Pau/ was fcarns

ing or cdmplimcntinf, when he exhorts to follow him in
' ble

this 2 or, isit poffible that ye can enjoy fo mgny heavenly

. privileges, or be to any purpofe performing heavenly

duties, except ye be heavenly in your converfation ? And
if fo, miftake not Chriftianity, astf, when ye are exhorted
to.be Chriftians, ye were only bidden not to bé prophane,

" ‘or only te go abourt the ¢xternal duties of religion, or on-

y to bave a fort of merely moral fincerity and ferioufnef
inthe performing of them; which are indeed things good
in themfelves, apd we do not, we dare not difallow them,
but rather commend them : But ye are called to more, to
much more, and that is, to be beavenly-mipded, and to
bave yout converfation in beayen, I know Ame are fo pros
fane, and others are fo misbelicvingly difcouraged, that,
when they hear fuch do€trine as this, they will be ready,
the one fort to fay, #e capnot all be faints ; and the other,
Alas ! we cannot be faints ; But let allfuch mouths be ftop=|
ped ;_ye are called and obliged indifpenfibly tq be faints ;
and, if ye be not faints here, ye fhall ncver be faints here-
after. "There are alfo fome of fo diftempered difpofitions

and humours, that they cither put off all or moft duties,” . .

or at leaft go very hgartlefly about them, becaufe they can--
not attain perfeétion in them; bur “ris clear from the ferip-

" tures, that there is a kind of perfetion to be win at here

in- this life, which is cven this holinefs and hegvenlincfs
of converfation: When ye thall be called t0 a reckoning,
God will not ask you fo much, whether ye did not dfink
frunk, whore, {iwear, lic, cheat, fical, or the like; as,
P | G3 whether

4



oz The Nece[firy and Excellency s N
whether ye were heavealy inyour converfation ? And thi -
is not to be aftriCted to one, or to fome few particular
duties ; but is the requifite qualification of a Chriftian in
all duties, and in gll his ations; whether he be praying,
‘pradtifing, hegring, reading, buying, flling, eating,
‘drinking, &%, or whatever he do and be abour, he is tq
'be heavenly in all thofe. R

And if ye ask more particularly, #hat that is ? 1 fhall

ew you, in what refpeéta Chriftian may be faid o have
and fhould have his converfation in heaven, And, 1£, In_
refpe@ of the inward holy frame and divine fett of -his
heart : He fhould be heavenly in that ; free from thofe
‘diltempering paffions, that the men of this world are fub-

_ Je€ed, nay, enflaved unto, and hurried with: He fhould

* not have his affe@ions dragging on the carth, nor his de-

~ lights nor defires taken up with things earthly ; but he
fhould be mortified unto, and weaned from all thofe things:
He fhould not be like unto thofe who on all accaffons are
toffed with their humours, and with every wind of temp-
tation ; but he fhould be fo calm, compofed and fober, {
fettled and fixed in a heavenly temper of fpirit, that words
of reproach may not mikch trauble him, nor croffes and
affliGtions much difquiet him : ‘He fhould have fuch com-

fure and fedatenefs of fpirir, that he may be much.a.
gzve the levity and unftayednefs that the men of the world
arc under the power of : And_he thould endeayour to be
defecate and purged from thofe impure migtures of felf.
nterefts, that arc repugnant in worldly men. 2dly, In re-
fpcét of his work, he ‘fhould and may have his converfa-
tion in heaven, and that is, when he is much in the exer-"
cife of thofe graces, and in the praice of thofe durics,
that he is to be taken up with in heaven; To be much ia
Tove to God, taken up with delighting i’ him, much in °
communion with God, 'holily impatient to want him -of
to live without his company: To be much in the ftudy and’
fearching out of his perfe&ions ; to be fludying to havg
the heart fixed, as it were a pillar in his hquc,‘and not
to go out from him : To be much in admiring and ador.

, ing the free grace and love of God ; and to beina holy
‘anner ravithed with the contemplation of thofe : Tq be
much in the work of prayer, apd much i the work of
SRR Pl BN .u,‘ T .4 v chew ‘-'.< . "lrb'v P!.girsg.
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praife, faying, Worthy is the Lamb to receive glory, bowour,

domiwion, &c, joining with the four beafls and four and
sewenty elders, faying, Holy, boly, Lord God Almighty: To
be much in prizing and valuing of God, in fetting out -
and commending him; to be in all duties willing. and
cheerful, doing God’s will cheerfully and with alacriry:
To be much in longing for the fabbath to converfe more

" clofely with him ; longing often for privacy and retire~

ment o pour out the heart before him: And to do all
this with. holy covetinig to do it-better, praying that bis

.gwill may be done om éarth, as it is done in beaven.  3dly, \A -

believer may be faid td have his converfation, and you -

. ' are called to have yours in heaven, in refpeé of a heaven-
- ly. walk; and as having a heavenly imprefs on all your

conyerfation; to be walking as it were in heaven, and as
if Holinefs to the Lord were written oh your fovebeads s
Which, being very comprehenfive, takesin thefe; 1."To
have the heart fixed in meditating on God and his law
on- fpiritual and heavenly things; to have a fublime an

divine ftrain of mind, not debafing itfelf to purfue vanities,
but kept in a clofe and conftant purfuit after communiory
with God, and conformity to him: To be in cafe to fay
with David, Pfal. 139, When I awake, I am flill with

-~ thee ; labouring to leave the heart and mind in heaven -
* when ye ly down, and fecking to find it there when ye
-arife. 2, To have your affe&tions, lave, defires and de-

lights in heaven, or hcavenly, 3. To have your words
favouring of heaven, minifiring grace to the bearers; et~

-deavouring to have your words weighty and’grave in the

commendation of God and his grace. 4. To havé your
hearing -of the- word, and your praying, carrying much
of a heavgnly ftamp and impreffion on them; hearing, as .
if God were fpeaking to you immediatcly from heaven ;
and praying, as if y¢ were even before his throne. 5. In
your inore common and ordinary converfation, as in your-
gating and drioking, in your recreating, and in fpllowi;;
your lawfal callings and employments, even thé very coart-
eft and loweft of them, to propofe to yourfelves anothér
end than the men of the world do, making that your main
end to glorify God ; and to have fuch a heavenly and divine
way of going about thefc, as may be convincing, cd,ifyi"s
- ¢ ) q 4\ 3 ang
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104 The Neceffity and Excellency - -
and gaining ‘of on-lookers; Not to be predominantly in- -
fluenced by felfith humours, defigns or interéfts, loakiog
. anly, or mainly, to what may pleafe or profic yourfelves;
. but levelling all at the glory of God, and the edification
and good of others, gs well as your own. 4tbly, We may _

. be faid to have our converfation in heaven, when' we have
. a haly a commerce and trading (as it were) with heaven:
As a'man is faid to couverfe in France or Spain, when he '

- grades and traffiques there ; fo, to have converfe in hea-
yen, is fpiritualiy to traffique there: To haye faith and
Thope exercifed in and about heaven: To fend many prayers
.and defires to heaven, as fo many empty veflels; and to
be in the lively and longing expe@arion of their return
- full and richly loaden : To make many vifits (as I faid be-
fore) to heaven; and to be inall thofe, neither feldom,
.mor tranfiently and at ftarts only, but to be frequent and.
more continuing in them: And tho they fhould fome-
simes return cither with feeming lofs, or with yery lutle

.gain, yet to keep up the trade and traffique, fecking to
- make up our lofs by a new voyage thither ; for the trade

is not always (to {peak fo) alike quick. §tbly, We ma;
be faid to converfe in heaven, by our abiding (as it werc{
.in heaven; and this is onc at the. higheft fteps of a hea-
* wenly converfation. If ye fhalk ask, How it 15, that a be-
Jiever, while on earth, doth or can abide in heaven? I
anfwer, Thefe ways, or ip thefe refpeés; 1. E\y having

his heart.in heaven, where his treafure is; For (as the
ord fays) sbere a man's, treafure is, theve is big beart.
‘The man (as it were) dwells there, and) if at any time
. he remove a little, he leaves there his grear flock, and his
.heart as a fattor; So, tho! the Chriftian be difcourfing,
buying, fclling, eating, drinking, £fc. yet, in all thefe,
his heart may and ought fomeway to be in heaven. To
<have his faith in heayen, and, as if were, never to come
out of it. 3. To have his love in heaven, folding its two
rms about the Lamb and him that fits on the throne;
olily loth to have them loofed from thofe fweer foul-fo-
Jacing and farisfying: embraces. “4. To have his hope in
heaven, which is an anctor caft within the vail, and makes
the foul fafe and furc amidft the greateft rempefts of out-
yard trouble, as a fhip rideth fafely when fhe bath ‘caft
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- - of a Converfation in Heaven. 10§
anchor on firm ground, fo that there is no fear fhe will
drive. Ina word, thefe four, the beart, faith, bope, and
love, being in heaven, we may fay that the man’s beft half
and part is in heaven; his tedder-flake is loofed, and
much of his tabernacle taken down, and he made in a good
meafure meet, ready and ripe for his diffolution and for
heaven: Thus ye are called and obliged to have your con.
werfation in heaven. 6thly; A believer’s converfation may
be faid to be, and ought to be in heaven, when his conr-
tentment, delight and fatisfation are in heaven ; ‘when all

‘that he defires, all that he delights in, and ‘on which his

foul feeds, and all that he is comforted with, is in heaven,
and he hath not a day to da well, nor one comfortable
ood hour, but that which is given him from heaven ; And
his is not only to be abiding -with, but to be delighting
in God; having the peace of Gody, sbat pofJetb underfranding,
guarding the beart, and bis love fbed abroad therein, and hay-

-ing all that which entertains his life coming from heaven.

Thus, Col. 3. 3. it is faid, that our life is bid with Chri
in. Gods  So that the believer is affeGted with nothing, -

- feeds upon, and is farisfied with nothing fo much as he 1s

with that which comesfrom heaven ; he awakes, he fleeps,
he refts there : This is to live in heaven, and to be hea-
yenly in our converfation ; and this is it that ye are called
-and obliged to, even to have your converfation in heaven,
iv all thefe forementioned refpeéts; that as ye belicvers
arc of another natnre, fo ye may be of another and more
“divine frame of foul in your work and walk, in your
‘thoughts and ‘words, in your outward duties, and in the

- exercife of inward graces, in your commerce and trading,

in yoor contentment, delight and fatisfaétion, to be hes-
yenly in all. ‘ L ’
And if any fhall here fay, Thisis a very hard task: |
'anfwer, 1. Can it'be hard to be in heaven? Nay, ™is an
-¥afe rather, for Chrift’s yoke is eafy, and bis burden is light ;
and inafmuch as our converfjtion i in heaven, we have
fo much true fpiritual eafe and.repofe of foul: And ir is
what we leave behind in- the world,, that makes the dif-
ficulty to ger our fpirits fcrewed _up to heaven, and to be
kept there ; here lies the difficulty : But, the more the
_heart and the mind be these, we kaye really the more cafe,

) ; 2 Will.
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2. Will'ye fhifr, deny or decline the dury, becaufe "tig
difficult and hard? as indced it is to corrupt nature: Not.
withftandiog all the difficulty -of it, the apoftle Pas/ with
his fellows and followers did win to it in a:good meafure,
-and we may artain it thro® grace, according to pur meafure,
Xs ot this the way to heaven, which our Lerd calleth
Srait, and which but few find? and yer, it ye would try
and make proof of it in good earncft, ye would find it to
be not fo very frait or unpaffable us ye imagine it to be,
" It would be found to be waited with fuch delight, as would
much (weeten any hardnefs in it; and ye would, not want
- un infight in thofe heavenly myfteries, and the behold
our names written in heaven, and in the Lamb's book
ife, nor one hour’s feedin upon and being folaced nly
them, for all the delights of the men of this world : And,
fince “tis orly hard t6 corraption, it fhould be fo much the
more endeavoured and plyed hard. . ‘

The fecond Ufe ferves for Trial, that we may koow wha

- is a Chriftian indeed, and a thriving Chriftian; Or it mdy
ferve rather to be an ufe of difcovery and of convidien ; and
indeed it may very cafily and quickly make difcovery of
the unfoundnefs of many, and of the fhortecoming of all,
Need we infift on this? Is it nota truth obvious to sll,

oiz. That Chriftians are called and obliged to be to heaven- -

ly in their converfation? Are not thefc the chara&ers of
tgch ® converfation ? Nay, is there not yet much more
requifitc in a Chriftian, even a divinenfs above what we
€an exprefs 2 And if ye be (as ye may be) convinted that
this is a truth ; then let me in the next place ask you, If
your converfation be' fuch ? Put your own. conftiences to
it enquire at them, whether Your trade be to heaven,
whether your peace and joy, your delight and fatisfa&tion
“beithere ; Would God ye would-effiy it, and could upon
good ground fay, that it is fo: But ah! is there any that
gan fay it without fome hefitation ? Is not the beft cxceed-
ing defe@ive? Or, if many of you fhall fay, it is fo 3 what
then nfeans your carnalnefs, your prevailing lufts, difs
$empering humours and paffions ? What means your fa
much pleading for. felf-intercfts, thus tufning (as it were)
of the world up~-fide down for our own ‘particulars?. How

gomes i fo Paﬁ!that,!g p;hg are profane do fpend 'mnc‘:;_
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of .4 Converfation in Hesves. = 1
of your precioustime in tippling, and trific away fo muc

“of it unprofitably many other ways? Dare ye fay, that

ye who walk thus, arc indecd. followers of the apoftle
Paul? Or, if ye dare not fay, that ye are follawers of
him in his heavenly converfation ; can’ ye think or expe®
to dwell with him in heaven? O be mot deceived, for God
will not be mocked: When ye refle@ (_"ctiouﬂy.on your-
felves and on your way, will yenor find juft ground for
being athamed and confounded before God'?  Or, is there
any of us.aM, that needs to want an errand to the throne
of grace, to confe(s and crave pardon for qur finful fhort-
gomihg in this? I fhall only fpeak a werd or twa, ia
further profccurion of this afe, to you that are fowt-bears
ged, and know no changes, that have always a gaod opie
nion and a good word to fay of yourfelves; whe are

. ready to fay, that ye have a good meaning, and to think

and fay that ye loved God all your days; and who at beft
content yourfclves with, and fit down on a form of reliv
gion ; who never ftudied to die.to the world, and never
made it your bufine(s in good carneft, to mortif{v] your lufts,
and ro be holy in the inward frame of your foyls : Is this,
think ye, to have your.converfation in beavsn? Would ye
know, then, if ever ye have ftudied Chriftiapity ferioufly 3

“try it by this, vz. whether ye have been heavenly in.

your converfation; for, however ye judg:;of yourfelves,
God will moft certainly judge you according ta. this rile

* and qualification of a Chriftian’; It is both fad and frange

to think, how it comes to pafs, that many of you bear
and bolfter up.yourfelves with a hope of heaven, and pro.
fefs that ye iave no doubt but yoa fhall come thither,

V who yet want and are void of this gualificatiop, -

1 know fuch will be ready to obje#, Who are they thag
come this length 2 To which I fhall only asfewer, That
as I would be very loth to guench any fmoking ﬂﬁ(, o 14
break any bruifed reed (wheteof our Lord and Mafler iy
very tender) or to caft water of difcouragement upon any
the leaft fpark or {punk of fincerity, whesethese is any.
honeft aiming ro walk according to this rule ; fo, lm”
1 dare not byt fay to others, in the firft place, Have ye wal«
Ked under the convi@tion of this as 3 duty incumbent om
R Risbaaseksk : i “yanr

.



708 The Neceffity and Fxcellency:
© yop; and have ye ferioufly propofed it to yourfelves s
* your great bufines in the world, ro be fincerely aiming
at, and end:avourinﬁ after this converfation in heaven ¢
Or, have ye not rather had peace (fuch as it was) when
e (aid, your prayers, morning and cvening, tho' ye did
i';or fo much as defign or aim ar this throughout the day ?
‘And can ye with any fhadow of reafon think, ye have at-
tained it or can attain it, who néver ferioufly propofed
this as a rule to yourfelves to walk by, nor never had a
confcience-difquieting challenge for fuch negle@ and ma-
- nifcR fhort-coming ! 2, What labour are ye at, what
pains take ye to profccute fuch a defign and biefled proje&
. as this ? It is one thing to pray, to be abour external du-
ties of religion, and to be a Chrifiian in the letter; and a-
‘nother thing to be in thefe duties after a heavenly manner,
and to be a Chriftian indeed, a Chrifian inwardly and in
#be fpivit, ewhofe praife is not of men, tut of God. Is ig
really your honeft aim, defign and endeavour (whatever
be the atrainment) to be as much heavenly in your conver~
. fation, asit ‘is to be civil and formal, or tp attend the
ourward ordinances ? I fear mBny of you cannot fay, it is,
. What 'weight lies on your fpirits, for your fthort-comin
?n this? Ye will (belike) fay, We are all fhort ;' whic

is a fad truth, for indeed fo we arc: ™ Buyt, are ye really.

weighted and . gricved for your fhorr.coming ‘in this?
Have there been any times taken, to deal purpofely with
the Lord to 'remove the earthly mind, and to help to
heavenlysmindednefs ? Have there been challenges and
any meafure of ferivus heart-exercife, becaufe of the wang
of a heavenly mind ? and that not only fometimes at the
hearing of a fermon, or in time of ficknefs, or when un-

der fome other trouble; but in your more conftanr and ha= . -

'bitual walk ? Is it ane of the great (hinga for which ye
blame and  find fault with yourfelves before God? “And

" tho® yeur outfide and yifible converfarion be blamelefs ;
yet while you look on the camaln;fs and earthlinefs of
our mind, ard on the want of this divine and heavenly
frame of foul, it makes you hang the head, mars your
boldnefs, and (as it were) lays your feathers; "becanfe
do- what ye can, .your- heart will not abide in heaver? If it
Ic thus, 1t is a token for good, and fome ground of peace ;

{
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bat O how rare is this? Many of you, belike, ‘have
oftcti overly prayed, Forgive ws owr fins; who never took
with; nor prayed for the pardon of this fin; bur have
lyen down at night, and rifen up in the morning, having
your hearts plunged and puddled in the world, without
once finding heavén in carneft, and yet have never been
challenged for it: O fad fare! .

The 2bird Ufe ferves to reprove and expofiulate for this une
worthy carriage ; for having cither nothing at all, or but
very little ot a converfation in heaven: We take it for
granted, that many of us are far from ir, and thac all of
us are little in it, but very few even of the beft are daily.

. and conftantly converfing in heaven; alas! “is but now

and then, with many fad interruptions. For quickning
this reproof and expoftulation a little, let me propofe thefe -
few Queries to you; and, in the rﬁrjl place, Do ye not
know that the negle@ of this is a fin and the breach of a
command, Be ye followers of me? 2. Is not this an excelw -
lent duty and royal privilege, to be admitted to converfe
in heaven? and therefore the negleé of it muft not only .

.be a fin, but a great fin, even a trampling on the grace of
+ God, a flighting of heaven, and of a moft noble privilege .
. and digoity. 3. Think ye heaven to be of great worth? .

if fo, muft not converfing- in heaven be of much worth 2
will ye never fo much as once go to fee the houfe, whereia .
ye fay ye are to dwell? O how unfuitable a thing is ir, -
that thofe who are but days-men here, fhould fit down and
fettle on the earth, without minding heaven; and be fo
confined within time, as not ferioufly to mind eternity !
4 How can ye come before God with confidence and
boldnefs, who do not endeavour thys to walk with him 2
Can ye fay with holy boldvefs, Owr Fatber which art in
beaven, whofe converfation is not heavenly ? Can ye pray .
for holinefs, and fay thefe words, Tby ewill be done om earth,
as it is done in beaven, who never ftudied to be heavenly
in any duty that ye put hand to? But, 5. and abave all; .
I would ask you, Can ye hope to dic comfortably, nay,
can ye hope to dic in faféty as to your fouls, who know .
not heaven, nor what is there, nor what_is the way to it ?
It gives a man confidence and comfort at death, ‘that he :
hath converfed in heaven in his lifetime : Such a mn’b;th
, N : ut



L e

Fr - The Neceffity and Excelleney .
buc littlé to do, when he comes to die; he knows the’
mz\e and is notafraid ; hie knows the company, and lengs’
to be with them; he knows the privileges, and longs for”
the fall enjoymient of them: He hath little here, his trea=
fure is-above in heaven, and his- heart, faith, love, and’
hope are: there; his-anchor is caft within the vail, and he
would fain be athore: Sure, this is the Believer’s ‘bath*
duty andprivilege. Do not think, that it is only called
for from fome more than ofdinary Chriftians, and who'
"have nothing clfe to'do : The matter is not fo; it is moft”
certainly a duty, - to which- ye are all called that Have' a-
mdind to land fairl§ ini htaven, when ye come off thé
tronblefom, roffing and tempcftuous fea of this world.
Now theréfote, in the laft room (as the fourth Ufe of
the doffrine) 1 exbort, befeech and obteff, in the name of oy .
Lord Jefus Chtift, allof you that lay any claim tothe
hepe of héaven, that ye'would, and nfore than ever, fludy
to have your. converfation 'iri heaven; O be followers of”
Paul and "of his fellows in this thing : Need . we adduce -
any .morives to prefsthis? Is not'the duty clear? And is
it not a mnft-excelent duty, a moft defirable ‘qualification
of a Chriftian walk? Is not heaven tranfcendently excel-
Ieht 2 Aad is it not excellent to be heavenly-minded, and *
converfant in heavén ? Whetein may we expe@ to prevail -
with you, if not in bringing you to heaven? Whit is'the "
thing thar fhould fwceten the ftudy of holinefs to you'? Is '
it not this; cven that, by having your converfation in
héaven, ye comé thither ? Thofé who' arée now in heaven,
thiok it a great motive; and, if it be not 4 motive to you, .
e will one day curfe yourfelves that ye negleted it:
tidy it therefore in due rime ; this is the way to be free
of ‘the incumbrances of an evil world : There 1sno hazard
of ‘thiseftate its being forfeited or fequeftred, 'there a?re' -
. no pludrings nor quarrerings here, no poverty not pain,
no‘rpany fad gevil ogcurrcn: here.” O what a defirable life -
is it to be above all thofe things ! And indeed, in fo far as
our converfation is heavenly, in fo far ye are above themy
and live the life of angels. T T .
- It is like'ye-will usk, What are the means offteps by "
whick ‘we may win in and afcend to this heavenlinefs of -
eonverfation?. which -is indeed & very fuituble qucﬁi:n:;{' ‘

~
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- of a Converfarion in Héave. Tixe .
and would God we were ferious in propofing of it, and
were convinced of the neceflity of it: Howeser, let fich
as would faia be ‘at it, know;.1. That they mu@t be much
mortified and .denied to creature-comforts; therefore, Col.
3. thefe two are oppofed, Seekthofe things which ave above,
Jet your affeBions “om things in -beaven, and not on things of
the earth, 'T'o go both up and- down at once, is impof=-
fible : If ye would be heavenly in your converfation, feck:
to have the world. little and low in your eftimation; to be:
not’ only free from the finful intanglemenits of it, bur to:
be mortified to things lawful. I prefs you not.ta.neglia
gence in your honeft and lawful callings, far leG _to lay:
them afide, but to a heavenly-mindednefs and holy denied=

" nefs in your diligence: Ufe the things of this warld, a3

wot abufing them, as not being taken with them, nor glued:
ta them. The minding of earthly things too much; clogs.
and keeps mens hearts, that they do not mount up to hea=:
ven: Iris impeflible, while the heart is farfeited with the
cares of this life, that it.can thus foar aloft. And theres
fore, 2, Thofe that would be heavenly in their.converfae
tion, muft lay.up their treafure in heavep ; for, where the:
#reafurs is, theve will the beart be alfo, Were ye under-
the deecp and duc convition of the vapity of earthly

-things, and of the excellency of hcaven and -heavenly

things, and laying your reckoning foberly and &rioufly,.
that heaven ye muft.have, it would be much more eafy to:
feréw up your affe@ions to it: As, where mens flock and
treafure is, there is their hear?’;. even (o, were your greag.
ftock and treafure/in heaven, your hedrt ‘would certainly:
be there; your hoEe, your love and -delight would be:
there: But your fecking-after contentment and fatisfaltion.
in carthly vanives, ‘where. it cannot be found; keeps youe:
heart out of heaven.” 3. Be much in the duty of medira-.
tion and contemplation of heavesly things: This: is (as.
At were) the great wheel and firfk mover of the clock, t0.
have the mind heavenly, often.converfing in heaven; and .
often thinking of it, and often recounting the bleffed ad~
vantages, the glorious and great happinefs that are there, .
even till your meditation of God be made feweet, and till
your delight in him, thereby flirred up and firengthned, .
make a heavenly converfation: For. litde fuch medita~.
, tion
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" of holinefs in 411 the parts of it, of holinefs in all manner-
of canverfation, and a heavenly frame aimed ar, and ene”
deavoured in- all duties, and in all the ftepy of our.walk"
and converfation, in order to the keeping in, cherifhing -
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tion makes little heaveniy-mincednefs; and, when the mind.

is not on heaven, fomeérhing that is worfe comes in the"
place. of it. Ye that know the bent and inclination of " |

your own minds to be naturally. downward, and how nas
tively (to fpeak o) it runs on vanities ; and how- difficule

it is to keep it, bur alongft two or three fentences, fixed .

on heavenly things ; and how preternatural a motion it is
as it were) to make it afcend and mount upward, will ea<
ly affent to the truth of this, It isan excellent word

thac David hath, Pfal. 139. When I awake 1 am fiill with |,

thee. 4. We commend this to yon (hinted ac before)
that ye would be much in trading and traffiquing with
heaven; to be often and ferious in prayer, frequently fen-

ding up defires thither, and bringing thence retarns of -

Pprayer 1a great meafures of grace;j catching hold of, and

s 'gn;fping at fomewhat above you, whereby ye may be hel.-
Ppe

up that high and holy hill : It transforms into the fame

image from glory te glory, to ba keeping love to Chrift freth,
. to have hope as an anchor caft within the vail. Ina word,

love to Chrift, and delight in him, being; asa confiderable’
part, 10 alo the refule of holinefs; there muft be a ftudy

and increafing of love to, and delight in him; and often

thinking on that which helps-to it, viz. Let thy will be done’
on eavth, as it is done in beaven ; a word often in the mouths

of many, but little in their hearts. And O how lamen-

~ tably unlike are the pra&ices of many of you toit! We

may indeed bluth and think thame to fpeak, and you may
" think thame to hear of having a converfation in heaven, .
there being fo little of it amongft us: Bur we muft fpeale -
of it, and ye muft hear it fpoken of; fince itis a part;”

and a great part of our dury, and will be a part, .and a.
great part of our reckoning :- And we lay and leave it upén
you from-the Lord, to be ftudied by you Do not think

, that ye fhall ever have your converfation in heaven afier- .
ward, who have not yoyr converfation in heaven here ;-
Many of you that have a fair profcffion of religion, :and -

feem to come near to that barbour of rcft, and yet never

cntes
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© entet into it, are like to a fhip that comes, as it were,

© with pp-fails, very near the port, and is um:xpe&t:dlyz i
Blown back td thie fea again ; whereas ithe beliéver, wha
has his anchor caft on firm and fure ground within the vail,
it enabled to endure toffing, being like a tight thip, that

+ s able to ride out the ftorm, and to ftem the port : Hig
treafure is in heaven, and there is a fare and indiffoluble
knot caft' betwixt heaven, where his treafure is; and his |

- heart. Now, from all this judge, what a mighty prejus
dice it is to bé earthly-minded, and ro flight this walk
with God, and converfation in hedven: And who are they

. that ddre offer or prefume tb come béfore God the righ-
tecus Judge of Heaven and carth, in whofe fight the very

heavens are not pure, to abide his trial, who hdve been -

‘puddling all their days in the world; never once ferioufly

. and fuitably minding a converfation in heaven ? O ‘let the

. confideration of ¢rernal happinefs on the one hand; and of
eternal mifery .on the othér, provoke you, and heceffitate
you all to fidy in'gooed carnelt 2o bave your converfation im ,
beaven. And ye belicvers in Chtift, and children of light

. walk in the light, fuitably to your heavenly Father, ,anC{

. +to the hopé of your heavenly inheritance: O be moré -
conyerfant in heaven, before y¢ come to ir, and where yé

-thallsbe.by dnd By‘for evermore: S

+ A Preparation-Setmon for the Communion;
.. On Ifa. 55. 1, 3, 3. will iaké an ebnlaﬁiui
- Covenaht with jou; cven the fure Mercies of David.

which the gofpel offereth be the moft large, or the

- terms on which they are offered be the moft frée. Thoré
is that, no doubt, in both together, which may inake the
beholder ftay and wonder. Among many excellent offers
of the pofpel, that which is bere, is oné véry full and
free : Would to God we could look on it fuitably. Bur,
alas ! we may fear, that we fhall rather leave the fweet
words with a vail cat over th;l beauty, fplendot and laftré,

73

, T is Bai‘d to conceive or exprefs, whethér the things

- [y



114 Tbe beft Wares.at the Joweft Rates ; T
of them, than lay them forth and unfold them as we cughts |-
and as they call for; we would therefore laok to himielf:
- whofe words they are, and ‘befeech him to explain and
maké them out to us, \ » -

Tha this text fpeaks of the gofpel, of the times of the
ofpel, and of gofpel-mercics, we take for granted, and.
ave good reafon to do Ip, as on other accouants, fo from.

A&s 13. 34. which clearly holds out to us, that thefe
romifes are not to be underftood ef temporal things s
he 5tb werfe withal telling us, that, the offer of this grace

promifed fhall be made to the nations, , o

We may take up the words in thefe four ; or, therc is

here a gofpel-cried fair or market fet out in four things =

. 1. In'the wares, wize and milk, that wbhich [atisfies, and is

good, and fatnefs, v. 2. Soul, life, and the fuxe mercies of

- David, v.3. Thefe are the wares, which do all come

_to the fame amount. If ye would know what that is, ye
may confider David two ways, onc is properly and per- |
fonally, as hic is the fon of Feffe and kibg of [frael; it is
the covenant which was made with hins, a main arti
whereof was, that out of bis loins theye fhowld One fprisg,
who fboxld fit upon bis thyone for ever ; and thus the fure mer=

< cits of David, are Chrift and his benefits : The other way
that ye would ook on David is, as he was a type of Chrift

- the Knﬁty and principal Covenanter or confederating .

Party with God; snd fo in cffe@ it turns to the fame

thing, only this latter way is more clear : So then, we
look on David here, as it s not unufual for the fcriptures |
to hold him forth, viz. as a type of Jefus Chrift ; énd in-
deed. the words following do abundantly clear ir: For

David, perfonally confidered, was now long fince dead

and gone, and was not the Hitnefs -nor the Leader of the
people,; therefore it muft needs be Jefus Chrift. that here
is méant, mainly and principally at leaft; as is very clear,

A&s 13.34.. Chrift then being looked on as heré under-

ftood, the fure mercies of David are the fure mercies coe
. -venanted- and bargained (to fpeak fo0).to Chrift before the
world was ; and it plainly implies, that there was a coves
nant or bargaif betwixt the Father and the Son about the
ele& before the beginning of the world, whereof, as-o
- the beacfits therein covenanted to the Mcdiator, the gofi

: ;o per
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Kcl maketh an affignation ro believers in time. - 2. We

ave the chapman (to fay fo) or. the merchant to whom
the waresare offered ; it is he that Mirfls, he thar wants
and would have : And if apy ferious poor fouls thonld
think; that they are not fuitably fenfible of their wants;
thea, faith the Lotd, Let him that bath na-mongy come 3
that is, plain dyvours (as we fpeak) or bankrupts thae

< have uothing. 3. We have the term, on which all are of=

fered to fale, and they indeed fuit wondroufly wel withi
the merchant ; Come (faith the Lord) buy withint money,
and without price, bear and yosr foul foall live, and I will ~

- hfKe av everlafling covenant with you : There is (to fpeak
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fo with reverence) not a purfc épened in, nor a penny paid
for the affignation of this bargaia ; tho’ by Chinift’s fatif=,
faltion there was a very great, a very coftly and dear
price paid: When Chrift came to buy and make a pur-

* chafe of all thefe mescies for the cle@, the market was

very high, and the prices were up; bur, when believers -
comc by the éovenant of grace to receive them; the mar- -
ket is come down, and the prices are fallen wonderfully
Jow ; that which flood him very dear, isto be had by
them gratis, very freely, even for nothing: "Tis good °
thar Chirift was at the market before us, he hath. cheap~
ned the prices admirably. And, Ie@ any fhould thinky
that tho” there bé no merit, yet fomething muft -be to’
mollify thie Seller, and to commend the merchant to him ;
itis taid, Let hims come awsthout money and withgut price 5
without .money or mouey-worth ; he that hath no coms’

» mending  qualification, is bid come. 4. We have the

proclimation of this market : As -grace hath choice
wares; and fets them out very frecly to fale, fo it keeps
them. not clofe fhur up, bat brings them forth to publick
view, and to every one, Ho, come to the waters : It invitethy

 all to come (as it were) to the fhore, as if fome flect were
:¢ome io with rare and rich commodities, for which men'
: Were to pay nothing ; the proclamation s, Conte, asd buy
- without money. And, becaufe grace will not cafily take &
- nayfay, there is Obo, an oyes prefixed ; Ho, comé and buy,

- notwithftanding all this, there is an expoftulation a

-

But, becaufe there is dulnefs and flowne(s on our pares
i o o addedy

G 2 Whetefore fpend ye your money for shat which is rof
AR Hz T bready
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bread, and your labour for thal which [atisfieth not? The
affigoation of the bargain, and the offer of the wares, ate
again urged ; Come, and I will ‘make an everldfling cove-
mant with you. And, to let us know that this is fure, he
fubjoins, v. 4. [ bave given bim for a Witnefs and Leader
#0 thé people ; that all who are fenfible of their own ina-
bility to come, may be heartned to it,.in hope of his
help to enable them, ‘

We fhall only, o fhort, obferve thefe 'teo points of
doétrine feom the words; The firft whereof is, That there

“is a moft gracious and mevciful tranfa&lion betwixt the Father
" and the Som, for the good and falvation of poor .fouls, evem of

all the eleé, paft before the eworld ewas. There are fure
"smercies bargained to David ; for they aré firft his : "This is
clear from that part of the words, Even the fure mercies
of David. The fecond is, That all thofe mercies are put t
Jale in the gofpel 1o (dyvour) bankvupt firmers, upon exceeding
eafy, low and condefcending terms. .

The firt do&rine is implied; viz. That the covenant of
vedemption; wherein there eweve fo many given to Chrifty whofe
price be wundertook to pay, is festled and efablifbed ; according
to that, Fobm 6. 39. Tkis is the Fatber's will, that of all
de bath given me, I fbould Iofe notbing, but (bould raife it up

- again at the laft day. ‘The fecond Jooks to the adminiftra-

tion of this covenant, by the covenant of grace in the
gofpel ; according to v. 40, Awd this is the awill of bim that
Jent me, that every ome that feeth the Som, and believeth om
bim, may bave everlafling life, and I will vaife bim up - at
the laf. day : So that, what is laid on the Son, @. 39. as
the condition of this covgnant, isin the 40 v, made offer of
to believers by the gofpel. "

The fickk doétrine hath two branches ; ‘The firft where-
of is, That there was a tranfallion concerning the [alvation
of loft finmers, beswixt the Fatber and the Som, before the

. world was: A covenant made with David, beforeut is or

«an be declared and preached in the gofpel; the terms:
whereof were refolved on, and all the atricles of it agreed
vpon; the Father propofing, dnd the Son accepting the
bargain from cternity : As is clear, Pfal. 40.76, 7. where,
when it is, as it were, confulted  what" fhall be the price

of redemption, it isnot facrifices hor burst-offering: ; bu;’, d;

\
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1 <body baft thou prepared me : Bebpld, | come, in tbe volume of -
v #by book 1t ik written'of me, [ delight to do thy will, O my
God 1 which is exprefly applicd to Chrift, Heb. 10. 7. "This

is cafily cleared from the confideration of the Parties con- |
tra&ing, and of the euds for which this covenant was un-

dertaken, and of the effe@s that follow upon it

The fecond branch of the do&rine is, Tbat this as to
foners is a moft gracious and mevciful, a moft kind loving
s and lovely traufallion, exceedingly for the beboof and advan-
w  tage of finners. There are fowr words in the text, whith
i held our this; 1. The nature of this covenant is mercy,
all the articles of it favour firong of mercy to finners;
they are exempted, tho’ Chrift came under fore ftrokes :
‘Whether we confider this covenant as exa&ing of Chrift,
or promifing to Chrift, it is always for finners behoof,
+ Itis a covenant of miercies, of, many various mercies: So,
v 2 Sam, 23, §. it is faid to be az everlafling covenant, orde-

ved in all things and fure ; and, 2 Pet. 1. 4. it is faid, A=

s cprding ay bis divine pocwer bath given unto us all things that, .
pestain to life and godlinefs : Mercics of juftification, par~

don-of f(in, fan&ification in all its gradual advances, of
i fellowthip with God, of grace and glory, even of cvery

good thing, or good things of all forts. 3, Icis ver ﬁra-

- cious and merciful in refpe of the excellent kind of thefe
mercies ; they are not common mercies, but mercies of
David, beftowed upon his Anointed: Chrift is furnithed
and filled with them, that out of bis fulpe[i we may ve=
seive, and grace for grace; even grace in a good ‘meafure.
4 They are ftable mercies, not Heeting and quickly gone,
., not a.glance of mercy which evanifheth; the, covenant is
- everlafting, and the mercies arc_the fure mercies of David..
. If we mighe particplarly go through all the parts of this
. covenant, mercy will be found fweetly loaking out in every
article, claufe and circumftance of 1t. Look, 1£, More

. generally, to the whole of it; "tis all loving-kindnefles and
. mercies to finners: Look to Chrift’s (ufferings and death,
O what mercy fhines confpicuoufly there ! To his qualifi-
cations for the difcharge of all his offices; to his anoin-
‘ting with the Spirit without meafure, there is great mercy
there; toall the promifes made to him, fuch as thefe, He
pall [ee bis feed ; the pleafure of the Lord faN profper im bis
PR Y T bgnd
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pand ;. by bis knowledge fball be juflify many ; ke fball bave
a willing people, eternally to reign with him, &°%. Are not

" - thefe loud-fpeaking mercies 7 The grace and wifdom

that is on the Father’s fide, and the grace and love that is
on the Son’s fide, are all for the behoof and good of fin-
pers; ‘risall wonderfully behooftul : Is it not great mercy-
to you believers, that you were minded in this bargain 2
The Lord Chrift, as God, neither needed nor was capable
of any .acceflion of grace ; he took the relation of our’
‘Redeemer and Mediator, and as fuch, in the human na=
tare, was filled with grace and bowels of mercy and com-
flion, that grace and mercy might look through that re-
ation to us. 2dly, And more particularly, loock te the
rife of it : It bred in God’s own bofom (to fpeak fo) Fobm -
3. 16. God fo loved the world, that be gave bis only begotten -
Son, that whofoever fbould believe on bim, might wot perifp, but
bave everlafling life : And the Son laid down his life out
of pure love; there was no neceffity on him to do fo, but
what he voluatarily came under; there was no motive
from us to it, nor. had he any advifer to it, 3dly, Look
to the manner of his undertaking : It was very readily,
. gheertully, and with ardent, veh¢mently ardent love ; fo
that we may fay of it, as of that chariot mentioned, Cant,.
3. 10. It is made of and gwed with love, for the daxgkters
of Ferufaiem. The ele& being under the curfe, Chrit
put of meré love undertakes to fatisty jultice for them:
Sacrifices will not do it, rivers of il will not do it, the
firft-born of tbe body will not do it, nor farisfy for the fin
of tbe foul ; what will do it then ? Grace fuggefls, that
the Son' fhall become man, and do ir’; and the Son faich
Lo, Icome: O what love;and mercy are here ! 4tbly, Look
to the contrivance of it, and there ye will find much grace
and mercy; that it is made with a Mediator, and with g
Mediator that is a Surety ; that the ftock is beftowed on
him, and put -under his cuftody ; that the promifes are.
made to him, and the price exalted from himfelf. ekl
Look' to the manner of executing it: What love, grace
and mercy fhines forth in the Father, in raking vengeance
Jon his on{y begorten Son for us ? What love in the Son, in
yiclding to take it on, and in his leaving his manifeftarive
F!ary for atime, that he might undergo the curfe, andhip

~
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“his doing all this with delight? 6tbly, Look to the con-.

firmations of this covenant; The oath of God on the Fa~

ther’s fide, the death of the Mediator on the Son’s fide; -

and he hath frecly bequeathed it as a confirmed teftament
and legacy to us believers, and hath inftituted facraments,

to be feals thereof. O what mercy upon mercy ! y¢bly, |

Confider the effe@s of ir: It runs in the fweet ftreams of

grace, into the vaft gulf and ocean of glory ; wonderful

mercy ! 8thly, Look to the Parties confederating and co-
venanting : The Father, Son, and Spirit, all are here

“and 'tis grace and mercy that they covenant, 2. Who are
the Contrivers of it ? Are nér even they in their dc?

wifdom, and in their exuberant, fuperabundant and infi-
nite grace and mercy? 3. What is the end of it? Eyen
sbe pralfe of the glory of bis grace, Eph, 1. §. Grace

bringing forth and manifeftly fhewing here its great mafter. -

piece. 4. As infinite wifdom and leve contrive, fo infi
nite power exccutes it: And when all thefe concur- in this
hargain, when the infinitely wife God, all the Perfons of the
moft glorious, dreadful and adorable T'rinity (as it were) fet
themfelves' to fet forth the glory of free grace, to make

* angels and faints behold and admire in it infinite wifdom

and incomprehenfible love ; what a rare picce muft it
needs be! And this is the end of it, as is clear, £pb, 3. 9,
10. That all men might fee what is the fellowfbip of thig
myfery, which from the. beginning of the world bad been bid
in God, who.created all things by Fefus Ghrif + To the intens
shat wow wwti the princiga‘lt‘tm and pogers in the beavenly
p)ag::t might be knowon by the Church the. manifold aifdont

- The fecond do&rine is, Fhat this good and gracions bar-
gain, that is paft besavixt the Fatber and tbe Son, wbich is
awbolly mevcy, is brought to the market, and expofed to fale, on
exceeding eafy .and condefcending terms, and that to bankrupt
fimners. - What proclaims the Lord here? even this; E
will give you the fure marcies of David: That which I
and my Son have gcarved our for the glory of grace, and

for a proof of the riches of my bounty, T will make all

over to you freely. Hence, Epb. 3. 8. it is called, thé
wnfearchable viches of Chrift; fo that, whatever Chrift hath
38 Mediator, it is holden fl)rth here,: that out of bis fulwefs

\
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ave M4y vecewye grace for grace, a propo“ioh of all the
race that is in him. - . .

In profccyting this point, we fhall thew, 1. More par-"

ticularly, what this bargain is, that is put to the fale.
2. Who the merchant is. 3. What are the terms on which,

and how'it is made, 4. What is the manner bow the gof- -

pel puts home this bargain, and lags Chrift and his ful-
nefs forth upon fands in the -market-place, as it were (tq
fpeak thus with reverepce of this divine myfery) that
there may be free accefs to whofoever will come and buy
thefe rare and rich wares and commodities.

. As for the firf, That ye may know what the basgain is,
and what is.1n your offer in this day of the gofpcl, take
it in thefe few particulars; 1. All that ever any believer
ip the world had, is put to fale here: If any believer
- ever had fair priyileges, fure it was Dapid; if cver any

bad a merciful bargain, he had it, And fuch is this co.
yenant; juftification, adoption, peace with God, grace
and glory ; all thefe marrowy, material, mafly and effen-
tial bleflings that David had: It was not another Chrift,
nor another heaven, nor anather covenant of grace that he:
bhad, but the fame that is-here. 2. Confider it further,
and we will find it tq be al| that is made over to our Lerd

Jefus'Chrift : If he had a good bargain, the Spirit with-.

out meafure, fulnefs of truth and grace, great glory and
. honour, being advanced to the right hand of the Father;

the fame is believers their bargain proportionally, a due
and juft proportion being kept betwixt the Head and the
members, Fobn 1. 16. Of bis fulnefs baye we all veceived, and

grace for grace : Itis not another, but the fame grace that.

our Lord Jefug hath; yea, ir is not apother glory they
sre advanced to, no other fable they are fer down to, no
other throne they are fet on; but the fame glary, table, and:
throne; It is to bekold bis glory, to fit at bis table, to fit
eith bim om bis throwe, John 17. 22, 24. Luke 22. 30. Rev,
3-31. . In a word, there are nof two covenants of re-
demption betwixt Jehovah and the . Mediator, onc for
himfelf, apd another for the ¢leé; bug it is one and the
fame covenant for both, tho’ with many vaftly different
refpe&ive confliderations and circum@tances. 3. Look tq
ghe wares and commoditics (to fpeak fo) that are cxpofed
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‘ Or, Grace’s Market is for the Moneylefs. 121
to fale in the gofpel: They are not only the promifes
made to Chrift, bur Jefus Chrift himfelf is brought forth
to the market; he is the great Promife, and far beyond
all the other pramifes made in and the graces given by
the covenant; I bave given bim (faith the Lord, v. 4.)
for a Witnefs and Leader to the pesple. He is the great
. Gift of God, that Gift of gilts, being the Fatber's Fellow ;
Nothing in heaven or earrh, no perfon, man or angel,
can by far, very far, infinitcly far, equal him: To whom
can you liken or compare him? To ws (fuith the propher
Yaiab, Chap. 9.) a Cbild is born, to. us a Son is given, and
the goversment [ball be upow bis [boulders, and bis Name
Pall be caljed Wonderful, Counfeller, the Mighty God, the
Everlafiing Fatber, the Prince of Peace: This is David's
moft fubftantial mafly mercy. He is called Worderful, be-
caufe there is no poffibility for creatares adequately to
conceive, or. with exaét fuitablenefs to exprefs what his
name is, or what 'is comprehended within his mame,
4. Look on Chrift as Mediator, as God-Man, Immaru:l,
God with us: There is put to the marker (to. fpeak fo
with reverence) God himfelf; for thus the covenant is ex-
pounded and fum’d, as frequently elfewhere in the fcrip-
ture, fo particularly, 2 Cor. 6. 16, I il betheir God ; and
Rev,- 21. 17. He that overcoineth fball inberit all things, and
I «vill be bis God, Now, confider all thefe in a conjun-
&ion, - viz. What all believers have; what Chrift hath,
and Chrift himfelf; what God hath, and God himfelf:.
© whar an incomprehenfibly rich and rare, great and -
glorious bargain'is this! And yet all is by the gofpel
brought forth, laid before the hearers of it, and made of-
fer of to them, on moft cafy and wonderfully condefcend-
ing terms. May we briefly and in a few words fum up what
isin it? (1.) All things that may make up believers their
peace with God, and remove the quarrel. (2.) All things:
pertaining to, or ncedful for life and goldinefs; as itis, 2.Pet.
1. 4. (3.) All things that belong to the comfort and confola-
tion of believers, even frong confolation, as it is called, Heb.
¢.18. Thereis no want fo great, but there is a fopply
‘for it here; no cafe fo fad, bur there is a comfort for
it here; there is not any thing that looks like a crack
pr unccrzainty, but therg 1s fufficient fecurity for it here,’
: o : in
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in this covenant, (in this moft full and wonderfully welk

ordered copenant in all things and vevy fure) to' all who are
fled to Chrift for refuge. (4.) There is in it what is
needful and requifite to full farisfation, ro the f,lace, de-
light, joy and complcat happine(s of the perfons that
cordially clofe with it : So that a foul can crave na more,
por ‘with for more; it is even all their defire, as David

faith of it,'2 Sam. 23. 5. "Tis menfara voti, nay, witra -

“mnenfuram woti ; it never erftred into man’s heart to conceive,
much lefs to defire it. It makes the foul fay, as it is,
Ffal. 33. 25. Whom bave I in beaven but thee? theve ig
wone on cdrth ewkors 1defive befides thee. It hath all things
init; asitis, Rev, 21. 7, He that wercomab‘bali inberit
@ll things : For if God and Chrift, grace ana meri‘:z be
In it, is there any thing amiffing ? or can there poflibly
be any thing wanting in it2 May I not very confidently
ask you, Isit not a good bargain? It the. Father, Son
and Holy Spirir, grace, heaven and glory be.a good
bargain; chis is then moft certainly a good bargain, a
wonderfully good, matchlefs, and none-fuch bargain: And
is not this gofpel, whereby all thefe great things are

brought to the market, good news? Take heed then that

ye receive not this grace in vain, that thefe wares, wosthy
of all poffible intertainment and welcome, ftand not before
you unbought ; I fay again, take heed that ye receive nat.
all this grace in vain, that thefe precions and coftly wares
go not from the marker unbought up. ‘
Secondly, Who are the chapmen or merchants ? You
would have rcadily thought that fuch wares would have re-
quired mighty monarchs, great ftatefmen, learned - phi-
lofophers, or 'holy kings,, prophets, apoftles and great
men; .and yet the proclamation is (for grace cometh ordi-
_ warily in the lower way) Ho, every ome that thirfis, and bg
#bat bath no money : Thefe arc the merchants who are meet
for this rich ware. Are there any that want what may:
make them bappy, and would fain have? are there any

ghat have sheir peace to make with. God? any that have

ot their intereft clear and made fure ? any that aré wreft-
ing with a ‘body of death, and groaning under it 2 any
fhat fain would have fin pardoned and fubdued ? any that.
would bave grace, hegven and glory, and haye nothing
: ) ' v : 9
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to givé fi)r all thefe or any of them, and who have fpent
many years labour in vain and to no purpofe, to come by

‘them ? "T'is to you, even to you, that all thefe rich wares

and rare commodities are in a fpecial manner offered in this
cried-fair of grace. And, to clear thisa little, I fuppofe
there are none of you but you are fome way under one -

“of thefe three, tho' the external call and offer coimes jndif-

feretly to you all: Ye are either, 1. Senflefs and fecure ;
and to you the gofpel fays, How long, ye fools, will ye lovs
[Fmplicity ¢ and, How long will ye fleep, O fluggards? As
there is a challenge and regret here, fo there is a condi-
tional offer madc to you, in as far as it is here implied,
that the offer is made to them whobave wo bread, and have .
been beflowing their Labour onm that which fatisfies wot ; glut-
ting themfelves with the world, or wrapping themfelves
up in the groundlefs conceit of their own righteoufnefs :
To fuch it faich, Hyw long will ye [pend your labour for that
abich is not bread? Or, 2. Ye arc fome way atfeéted with
fin, lying under convilions, ftinged, fome way burnt up,
and confumed with the apprehcnlﬁms of the'wrath and ter~
rors of God: The word which this offer hath to fuch, is
the very firft in the proclamation, Ho, every one that thirfis,
come, And as we expoftulared with the firft fort, wiz,
fenflefs, fecure, unconcerned, proud and conceity ftanders-
aloof, o we bid you carneftly come: And if ye fhall fay,
your, convi€tion hath no edge with ir, .it is not deep e-
nough; we anfwer, Let bim that batb %o money, come : 1€
yec bave quite given over all hope of your prayers, and
pther performances, as to making your peace with God
by them, and have in that refpeét utterly renounced your
own righteoufnefs, and fo bave mo money, po price ; tho' ye
be not pinched and pricked st the heart under the fenfe
of fin and deferved " wrath, as ye would; yer ceme, Q
come. Or, 3. Ye arc fuch as have taken with your fin
and loft ftate, and arc in fome meafure, tho’ but faintly
(ac leaft o your own apprehenfion) firring towards Chrift,
and would fain be at him: Up; for to you the offer moft
kindly fays, Hear, and your géxls all live; eat, and be
fatisfed. The wares are not brought forth and laid before
Yyou, that ye thould only (o fay fo) block or chespen,
and ask the price; buc alfo, and mainly, that ye fhould
R ' © buy
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buy, eat and feed on them: The gofpel doth not, as i
were, fo much offer to make with you a bargain, as it of-
fers you the bencfit of a bargain aiready made, viz. with'
Chrift. And thus thefe tbree take in every perfon that
wants, and ds not (it may be) fo fenfible of 1t, and every
one that wants and would have.
, Forsthe third, viz, the terms on which the clofing of
the bargain depends: They are holden forth in four words
in_the rext, with two qualifications, which make up the
terms. The firft word is, Come; ‘and that fuppofeth
peoples leaving of their prefent fanding: place and pofture,
and their moving towards_ the market-place where the
rich ware is expofed to fale. The fecond word is, Bwy;
which imports a price put on the market-war'e, a valuing
of ir, and a fort of treating to ‘make it ours. The thirs
word is, Hearken, incline the ear, to wit, to God, and to
bis word, to believe and reccive ity wid your fouls fball
live. ‘And the fourth word is, I will make an everlafling
" covenant with you; which implies an engagement by cove-

vant to the Lord, after hearing and incﬁﬁing the car to
his word, a ftriking of hands, and clofing with the bargain,
Add to thefe the qualifications, viz. Coming, buying, ftrik-
ing hands (as it were) and clofing rhe barghin, and that withe
out offering money or price, money or money-worth, wirhout
offering or giving any thing lefs or more in compenfation,
- Fosrtbly, Let us fee how the gofpel puts all this to the
market.; fothat, ‘where it comes, thofe that are called’

muft cither clofe the bargain, or it will be their own faul, *

1. It proclaims the fair (as it were) to all round about,
“that there are fuch wares to be had, and atfucha price;
the rareft and richeft wares and commodiries, and ar the
cheapeft rates that ever the world heard tell of. ‘2. Jt dath
not only proclaim, but invite, and double the idvitation
to come. 3. It nor only invites, but puts the invitation fo
- home, that people muft either make the price. (t0 fay fo,
- gho’ it-may be foon made, there being in effe& no price)
and buy, or refufe the bargain: If they will nor be at the
pains to come in to the fhop, as it were, it brings forth
the wares and lays them down in thé market-place, ard -
{as it were) one fands in the ftreet, and cries, Come,
buy, come and cnter the covenant freely :- And this it dot:h‘
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by-a frank offer, by earncft and perfwafive inviting, and
by the caly conditions that it propofeth the bargain on.
Tt fands'in a manner with arms firetched out, ready to
receive all comers very freely, whatever their poverty,

wants and neceflities be ; it craves no ‘more but that we .

willingly take what he offers to put in our hand : Tbe
vighteoufnefs of, faith Jaith rot, Who fball afcend to beaven 2
or who Ball defcend to the depth ? “There is nothing now to be
fuftered, nor to be purchafed by any more fufering; But
_#be eword is mear thee, in thy beart, and in tby mouth: It Liys
the. ware at our very door (as it were) fo rhat we have no
more to do, but to ftoop down and rake it up; but hearti=
ly to fay the word, and iris a bargain, , . ,
Now, for application:- May we not refume, and fay,
thac there is a good and excellent bargain to be had in the
gofpel. and on véry gnod and eafy terms ? *Tis a market-
ay, and inﬂccd it were a_pity that fuch wares fhould be
brought to the market, and that few or none thould buy ;
that Chrift thould (to fpeak fo) opeb his pack, and fell no
wares. Therefore let me (ay a few words to you for per-
fwadiog you readily and prefently to embrace the offer of
this richeft bargain. And, in the I{P place, We pray you
belicve this truth: Alas! there is little or no faith given
to it; fouls come ftraitned, pot throughly believing that
God is putting Chrift, grace afid glory, heaven and hap-
pinefs and all to fale: Thefe are days of the Son of man, in

a fpecial manner, wherein Chrift's flect (to fpeak fo with

reverence) is come home, the thopsare now well furnithed
with rich commodities, all his flands are fet out and full of
grace. 2dly, Wonder that Goad hath condefcended to make
offer of fuch a bargain to us; that that which coft Chrift
fo very dear, is offered fo cxceeding cheap to us. 3dby,
We exhort and obteft you, that, while thefe choiceft wares
are fet to fale, yereceive not this offer in vain. Are there
any merchants here for fuch wares? Here is the marker,
the wares are good and fufficient, and the terms very cafy,
. and the price wot'ndrouféy;l low, even fo low, that it comes
to no mowey, wo price: Can ye poflibly with a bertet bar-
gain, or more cafy terms? Arc there any chapmen that
want money, any that are thirfly, then come; yea, bethe
frame and difpofition of your heast what it may be, it
. . co o ' . you

i
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you would have it righted, come; thére is here that
. which will make you rich and happy here and hereafter.
Are there none of you that will ferioufly ask, what the
Lord will fay, what Chrift will take (as it were) for thefe

wares, or what are his terms, with a fingere refolurion ro

take them on thefc very terms? Will ye not be prevailéd
-with to make experimental trial, what it is to have Chrift
made of God to you wifdom, vighteoufnefs, far&ification and
redenption ? Are there none among you all that have fins
to be pardoned, wants to be fuppﬁcd, ftrong and ftirring
corruptions to be fubdued and mortified ? Is it pofible
thac fo many arc come hither for the fathion ? Are there
none living at diftance from God, nor under his curk
treally or to their own apptehenfion, that would have the
diftance and curfe removed 7 Are there rio weak graces to
be ftrengthned ? If there be any (uch merchants, that have
a-mind and heart to the wares; I fay to them from the
Lord, as his herald, Ho, every ome that thirfi, and be
that batb ne movey, come. This is the fcope of the gofpel,

and the preparation for Chrift, and alfo for the commus< -

nion, tha .it calleth for from poor fouls, that would fain
clofe the bargain, and fet their feal to ir, and would have

God’s fea] fet to it to-morrow, by raking the facrament,

Speak, what fay ye ? Pofe and put your hearts to ir; to de<

- clare if they be indeed willing and well content to maké

and hold the bargain on his own terms; if they be fo,
(as there is all the reafon in the world rhey fhoald) Ehéni
I (ay, ye have a good bargain: I fay again, Speak, pofc
your hearts, if ye will make and hold the bargain on thefe
terms or not. . ) ’

/" There are thefe things that do fingularly commend thig

bargain. (1.) The excellency of it. Ye will go through
all the' markéts in the world, ere ye get fuch rich mercies,
of fo rare a kind, fo fure and fo cheap: Ye would, be-
like, think much to have fo much land, gold or money;,
but what ave thofe to this bargain? Thofe will evanith
and turn to athes, when this will endure and abide with.

. you for ever': Whart are ye doing? who are like {o many .

horfe-leeches, fusking up, and glutting yourfelves with

the world, - or living fecurely and carelefly, or patching -

up your own rightcoufiefy ; is there any of - thofe barg;i;s‘
' : ' O

1

-
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Yike this 2 'We -appeal to {our own confcidnees, and no-
thing doubt but. they will one day bear witnefs againft
you, that ;yc heard of fuch a bargain and had it in your
offer, and yet wilfully refufed to aceept of it. (2.) Is
there any bargdin more fuitable for- you who have yout

ace to make with God, for you who have corruption

" lively in you, than to have a King, Captain and Conque-

ror to bring it dewn, and to trample on it, after he hath
as a Pricft reconciled you to God ? Is there any more -
fuitable bargain for you who have your own pinches and
firaits, and your' comforts at a very low ebb; for you
‘who have wants which caonot be numbred, and who can-
not of yourfelves command one ftayed fpiritaal thought 2-
If- ye were perfe&tly righteous, and fairly landed “1n e-
ternity, ye might poffibly think the lefs of it (tho’ cven
glorified faints put a great value on it, and glorions angels
admire it) but, that finners dwelling on carth in cotrages .
of clay, whofe habitation is in the duft, fhould think lit- .
tle of it, ‘tis firange, and even flupendious: Is there, or
‘can there be a more fuirable b?argain for you that want
money 7. Is it not exaltly calculated for your cafe, and
fhapen out for you, fo as in every thing it may.meet
with your wants, -difficulties and obje@ions? (3.) Arenot.
the terms moft reafonable ? No great thing is fought for
from you ; if a lordfhip or a kingdom were offered to a
‘poor man for a peny, that hath no money at all, it would
Aignify npothing at all to him; but, behold, here peace
and pardon, grace and glory, even all good things are
offered to you freely. (4.) Is not yaur neceflity fuch,

-that ye cannot be well without it? For, tho’ ye fhould

fpend yoyr mouey, . and beftow much Jabour, and even

" ‘wear out your very eyes with weeping, and your hearrs

with grief and forrow, if ye take not this courfe, all
will only have this métto written thereon, Vanity of vani-
ties, all is bat vanity and vexation of fpiri¢ : Wheo ye coms |
to feed on it, ye will find it to be ‘but wind, If peace

with God, if God and Chrift, if grace and glory be ne-
ceflary, then this bargain is neceffary ; but if ye will con-
tinue lazy, indifferent, lukewarm and unconcerned in the .

~ macter, ye fhall find that ye have fitten in your own light

gteatly, and fuffered the opportanity of the’markea o
g / . ft 4
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flip, which ye will ncver poffibly recover : And thereforé;
for the Lord’s fake, let ncither legal weeping, carnal
fear or forrow, hypocrify, felf-conceit, nor mittakes of
Chrift and of frec grace, divert you from making this
bargain ; but feck grace, come aver thefe and all other
obftru&tions, and, while the market lafts,' Come and buy
@ithout money and without price. It is hard to kuow how
lor:*g your day fhall laft: There are many country«fides
and cities, in the ftrects whereof thefe packs (to fay 16)
of rich wares were opened up, laid. forth and expofed o
fale, that now for many years, yea for. feveral ages, have
not heard of them, nor the gofpel preached ; What (at
leaft in purity and power) ispow in Ferufalem, and in the
feven famous Churches of 4fia, but the wice of terror,
and, as it were, the fcreaking of owls ? And, fceing God
is not flack, as men count flackmefs ; what know ye, when
the kingdom of God may be taken from you, and given
to others; and when he will cry (to-fpeak fo) Pack and
go ? Every day is not a market-day, every Lord’s day is
not a communion day: Many congregations in Jreland
. and c]fewhere have fadly found this, wherein it hath come
to pafs, that great fcarcity and want aré come where
there was once great plenty. And, to prefs this a litce
farther, we may, in the 1# place, Ask, Whereat it fticks
" and halts? I tell you, that there cither muft be.a bargain,
or it muft (and will fometime) be known where the blame
Jies: Were it but the bare reading of thefc very words,
they bring the invitation and offer to you; and will ye
dare to caft at the’ wares, or the terms. on which they are
. offered ? Grace brings a good bargain to you, and ftoops
very low with it. For, 1. It will not_fland with you on
. bygones, if now you deal honettly; Tbe fure mercies of
David will cover and blot out thofe. And . if any of you
think thar ye have much debt on your head, as who hath
not ? it will not upbraid you; Tke iniguity.of Facoh fball
be fought for, and jball not be found i There thall be, as it
were, fcores drawn through them, your accounts fhall be
all dathed out by free grace’s pen. ' This is a cried fair and
proclaimed market of free grace, from which no honeft
comer fhall be fecluded, thruit back or fent away empty';
for heré an empty purfe nceds not make a blate or bal}_:i
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ful merchant. 2. Grace ftands not precitely on tore-pre~
parations (where fouls honeftly and fincercly come) as

that ye have not been ‘fo and fo humbled, and have not - -

- fuch.and fuch previous qualifications, as ye would be at:
- . Nay, fomeway it excludes thefe, as offering to’ bring
money and fome price, which would quite fpoil the nature-
of the market of free grace ; nay yér, I fay furcher, if it
were poffible that a foul would come withour fenfe of fin,
grace would embrace it ; fenfe of fin being no condition

.~ of the covenant, buta phyfical (ro fpcak fo) qualification

of the covenanter, and grace is free to them that want it
And let it-be fuppofed to be in a perion void of grace,
and fill in unrenewed black nature, °tis there bur a
fplendid fin, as thofe thadows of moral virtues in all
mérely tatural menare; grace can, at the inftanr of coming,
create qualifications. There -could readily be no qualifica-
tions in Zaccheus when he was.on the tree ; yer Chrift
tells him, Salvation this day is come to tby houfe. 3. Grace
ftands not on the wancof any effcét of faith, where ir calls
_to believing ; It will not fland on darknefs of interct, -
. por on want of progrefsin fin&ificatian, nor on things
being out of order ; for, where it comes, it puts things
in order. Ir will be no relevant exceprion fora perfon -
that harh not clofed with the bargain, and hath not em-
braced Chrift, to fay, Alas! [ bave no love to Gody to the
godly, and to’ bis intereft : Becaufe grace’ can fay, Thoa
haft not clofed ‘with Chrift, and fo canft not have the ef-
fe& before the caufe. Come and clofe, and thefe and -
other effe@s fhall follow. 4. It ftands not on degrees of
faich, nor on the firength, firmnefs and height of it; it
will take little, even a look, or a glance of the foul’s eye
that fees not clearly ; according to that memorable word,
“-Pfal. 34. §. They looked to bim, and were lightned : The
more that fouls look to Chrift, their eye' grows the clearer.
It will rake an honeftly willing mind and hearty confent,
tho” the ability be very little’; a receiving, or a fincere
minting at receiving of the offer ; Him that cometh, or is
really a-coming, tho’ he be not yet come, at' leaft as he
“thinks, but is, with the prodigal, ftill (as he apprehends)
afar off, will Chrift and _grace in no cafe caft out ; for no
fooner doth fpjritual life flir in faith’s weakeft acting and
- . v I moving

!
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moving towards Chnft, but grace meets-it. 5. It ftands
on no concomirants. Tho® there fhould be many idols

‘and Jufts raging in the perfon, if thiere be a real confenting

by faith 1o the l{;argain, with a fincere refolution to a=s
bandon all thefe, grace will not fend him away empty :
Or, if the man fay, Lord, I helieve, belp my unbetief ; that
is a done bargain: Nay, were it to come with many fpi-

_ rirual iffues and fores running, and with fear to prefume,

< and (as it were) to fteal a hiot of Chrift, not to fpeak a

word to him, bat totouch him; he will not be angry nor
upbraid, but will fay, Go in peace, thy faith bath made
thee whole. We may ask yet further, to the recommenda-
tian of grace, (1.) Was there ever a merchanr that came
to the market with that purpofe, to buy on its own'terms,
that went away empty and without wares ? If all rhe con-
gregation of the firfl-born were put to it, they would be
zeady to bear witnefs, that grace never ftood wich them.
on any qualification in them, when they came honeftly.
s\z.) I would ask; Was therc ever any that adventured

oncftly on it, whom it mifgave; that hazarded (ro fpeak
fo) and- yet fell by the way ; or that ever repented them=

- felves that they hazarded and entrufted their fouls tg this

. .48 ? Only abufe not grace, proftitute it not, turn not {oue

bargain 7 (3 ) Let me ask, Was there ever any that took
hold on and gripped it, in whofe hand it brake ? The bar<
gain and covenant is everlafting, the mercies are fure more

sies; ounce fure, and always fure ; once rich, and-for cver

fo: It was and is a covemant well ordeved in- all things and
fure ; Blefled for ever be the Contriver and Surety there=
of. Some may poflibly think, that this do&rine looks tq,
be fomewhar Jax or loofe : But fure grace is not lax ; for,
as we may fay of God’s power, Is amy thing too bard for
bim? fo we may fuy of his grace, Is any thing too free for

buck on it, neither turn it into wantonnefs : If ye look
on grace, and cheapen only, and do not buy; or if ye
bid for one piece of it only, and not for all; wo unto-you,
that ever it was offered unro 'you. What would ye be at 2

- Is it bolinefs, heaven and 'happinefs, and ™ that freely ?

Thney are here: Is it Chrift, and_ Chrift freely, and "all
that_is his? He is here in your.offer : What means_then

tnis whining (to fpeak o) and fanding o much on terms,

-
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# if the way of grace were a hard, untoward, unpaffable
way, and asif God were a hard Mafler ? Nay, tis a good,
foft, fweet, cafy way, and plain to them that walk iry it ;
and God the bet Mafter. that ever rich or poor ferved,
and the caficft to ferve, and the beft to pleafe, where there
is fincerity and willingnefs to live honeftly : He pitics and
fpares all upright-hearted fervants, as 4 fatber pitreth big
obildren, and a man [pareth bis fon that ferveth bim ; and, if
any think they find it otherwife, ‘tis moft cercanly their

-own fault, Therefore, 1 befeech you, ftudy, 1. To be

in cafe to take grace’s wares home with you, repentance,
faith, hope, love; mortification, meeknefs, patience, &,
Thefe things are in the covenant betwixt Chrift and you,
and fetto fa%c in the marker. 2. Be making ready, forthe
market is ready : Many fhops (as it were) are’ opened,
and much. precious ware latd out; bring empty veflels;

"and not a few, that ye may carry them away fully. that ye

may take a rich loading home with you. Tho' you take
up never fo much of this ware, it will never be miffed,
nor grow the lefs. And indeed it is a part, and a confider«
able part of our preparation for the communion, to be
tooted in the faith of thefe grear things, and to get ouf

- affe@ions ftretched, dilated and widened to receive them §

PR

to get the wnlafiug doors cafp up, ‘that the Kivg of Glory
may come in ; that, when he calls for entry, the doors
ma‘] be opened at the very firft knock. 3. If fo be your
defires be ftirred up, and your apperites quickned in an
meafure, there is nothing that ' will more effectually an
powerfully flir them up, provoke and fharpen them, than
ce believingly looked to, and improved. Longing to
cc his  power and glory, as they have been feen by his
Bcople in the fan@uary, would notably make way for him.
leading and working with your owp hearts alone, will
not do the bufinefs, but grace employed and made ufe o
will do it effe@ually and to purpofe ; and, the more grace
you draw forth out of Chrift’s fulnefs, and drink, fomuch

-the better: It will be (Yo fpeak fo) no foreftalling of the -

market ; ncithet will the fweet favour of the perfume bd -
the weaker or lefs to-motrow, that ye break the box of
this precious -ointment to+night;, Now, God himfelfy
who proclaims the’ fair, &1“ the mtarket, and expofeth !!‘1{*
r rickt



‘232 After God [peaks Peace, :
ricu ware to fale, give you wifdom to prove wife mers
chants, to your eternal advanrage and upmaking. ‘
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I 8 R0 288,88, 8.8,8,8.8.%

A Sermon preached after the Communion, -
On Pfal. §5. 8. He will fpeak peace to Lis people, and t -

bis [aints : But let them rot turn again to folly,

\ - N
~ J T is hard to know, in fpiritual exercifes, whether it
be more diffi-ult vo atrain fome good frame, or to keep

" and mainrain it when ir is atrained ; whether more
fecioulisdfs is required tor mak:ng peace with God, or for
keeping ot it wh-n made; wherher more diligence thould
be in preparing for a communion, or more watch=-

fuinefs after it: Sure, both are reqaired ; and ir was our -

bl.flid Locd’s word, Matth. 26. 41. afier the fir® cele-
brartion of- this his fupper, #Watch and pray, that ye enter
wot nto temptaton,  Here' that faying holds eminently, Non
minor f.{? virtus, quam quarere, parta tueri : No lefs virtue

and valour is rcquifite to maintain, than to make a pure’

chafe or conquett, S
In the words (fo leave the introdution and fcope)
there are, 1. A grear mercy promifed from the Lord to
his people, viz. He will fpeak peace to them. 2. A (pecial
caveat and advertifement given them, pointing at .their
bazard, But let' them not turn again to folly : That is, let
not his people and faints, to whom he hath fpoken peace,
rerurn‘to fin; lec them beware  of bourding and dallying
wi h God’s mercy, and of curning his grace into wanton-
nefs, of cooling 'in their affe@ons to him, of flipping
back to their ol1 way, and of embracing their old lovers
and idols; for that is folly, even in folio, to fpeak fo.
“We fhall firlt propofe fix obfervations from the words,
and then apply them. Firft then, Obferve, Tbat fin a-
gairf God is an exceeding great folly ; *tis the fulipeft and
maddeft.thing in the world ; Thercfore it is here called folly,
to wit, in an eminent way and degree. °Tis that which
" doth moft, yea, that which. doth in efle€t orly mar and

interrapr faints peace. . That which, 0.2, is cailed fwigai-,

. N . 7y
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" turn not again ro Folly.”

T . 133
¥, which he fo gracioufly pardonzd, 15 here called foiy,’

‘Becaufe of the toily and madnefs that is in fin : And it is
on this ground and account, that the finner is fo often

‘called a fool, and  fimple, in the book of Preverbs; and, .

Epb. 5. the apoftle exhorts Chriftians to walk, not as fools,

but as ewife; and, Luke 15 the prodigal is faid, when

‘converted, to come to bimfelf, as it he had been in a di- -
firaction and belide himfelf, all the while he was gaing on

in his finful way. This may be farther clear, if we
ook, 1 To the'vanity of the matter wherein men fin.
Is it nor folly for a man to fit tipphng and debauching

away his time, to be givento harlotry and filthigefs, to

acgleét prayer, to curfe and fwear, to ler-his mind rove
upon things that never were nor will be, and wherein

-

there is no profic ? Thereis a great vanily in the mattet

of fin. 2. It we look to the fad cffeéts and bitter fruits
of fini, ard to the grear prejudice that comes by it, it will

be found ro be defperate maduefs, and dear- bought plea~

fare, which is but fancjed and imeginary, aud no real
pleafure ; it mars the life of grace and of peace with God,
and treafures up wrath againft the day of wrath : See this

verified eminently in 4Fithophel, that prodigy of profound

policy (whefe counfel in thofe days ' with David and Abfa-

lom, was, asif ons bad enquired at the Oracle of God) the
upfhot of whofe deep wit was rank folly, ‘when he went
and hanged himfelf: See it alfo convincingly made good,
io the rich man in the gofpel, to whom *us fadly and fur-

- prifingly faid, Thou fool, this night thy foul fbali be takess

from: thee, and whofe then fball thofe things he'? And what
advanage or wifdom is it, I pray, for' a man. to gain the
whole aworld, if be Iofe bis own foul 1 O madly foolith bar-
gain ! 3. If we look to fin with a fpiritual eye, we will
fee folly in the very appearance and manner of it ; a wic-
ked man in finning is foolith.like, or looks as l:ke a fool,

‘as David did, when he played the mad-man before the

king of Gatb, fovabled on the doivs, and let bis fpittle fall
on bis beard. Is it not folly to fee a man lahouring in tie fire
for Gery vanity, boading bimfelf with thitk clay, purfuing the

eaft wind? He is juft likea man in a frenzie, who ima< "

gines himfelf to be a king, and to be riding in great ftate
and triurph, when in the mean time he is a poor, naksd,
A I3 . " Pitig‘ul
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?ﬂful and defpicable creature, in the eyes of all that be-
old him, 4 If we look to the fpring, fountain and caufe

of it, there can be no_juft nor relevant reafon given for
fin ; ‘tis therefore, no doubt, tolly. Is there, or can there

be any thing that evidenceth mens folly 1o much, as their .

coming in tops with God, their walking in the way of
dcath, their loving fimyplicity (as it is, Prov. 1) and their
quitring the way of life? Now, the word of God is true
wifdom, and the way of life is therein clearly holden
forth, and God as our Pajtern; and is there any thing
more reafonable, than that we fhould live like, and be con-

form to the word of God, and to Lim of whom we ouglit

. tobe followers? But fin thwarts with the whole word of
- God, and with God himfelf. ) :

"Take this pafling word of Ufe; Study to be eftablithed

. -in the faith of this tructh, That fin, whether in doing thag

which is evil, or in the omiflion of daty, is the greatcft

folly, Such of you as will not be convinced of it now '

intime, within a few days or ycars ye fhall be convinced of
- itto purpofe, and to your eternal prejudice ; the moft
blockith fhall then fee it to be folly, a highly hurtful,
prejudicial, thameful folly, and defperate madnefs; the
rich glutton and Abithopbel, and thoufands more of world»
ly-wife-men, find it to be fo, to their coft, in hell ; There-

fore the apoftle faith, Rom. 6. 21. Wkat profit kave ye in
- ghofe things wbhevesf ye are now afbamed? And, had w&'

fpiritual eyes to: difcern the condition of the moft part

men and women, who evidently Jy flill in black nature -

unrenewed, who flight the.offers of grace, and who will
. mot receive Jefus Chrift; the verieft idiot in the world
“would not be a fadder fpe@acle to us, noraffe& our hearts
with more pity and compaflion, than the lamentable cafg
of the fouls of fuch perfons would ; becaufe they for-
ﬁk: their own mercy, the fure merdies of David, -and fol+
after lying wanities, and weary rhemielves with a vain
E:;lrfu“‘atm that which cannot profic them, Alas for thig
4 - : -
Secondly, Obferve, That, notwithflanding_ the greatmefs
~ “of tbis folly, God's people and [aints were fometimes deep, y24
even drownedn it “and are yet in part taken withit, Nceds
this any proof?1 4b/, ﬁn[nl nation (faith the Lord to his

o pror
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b profefling people, Ifa. 1. 4.) & people laden with inlquiry,
E & feed of evil-doers: Tbe ox knoweth bis owner, and the afs
1 bis mafier's criby but my pecple doth not know: O beaftly
® dfrael! inferior to the very brutes t'wo’ the folly of fin-
e ing againt God ; and faith he, Fer. 2, Be affoniled, O

T 38 N

i
%ﬂwen:, and borribly afraid; for wmy pecple bav: commutted
Pwo great ¢wils, they bave forfaken me the fountain of lrving
eaters, and digged to themfelves byoken cifterns, that can boid

mo water: O egregious foily and demenred choice! How .

“many profeflors ot religion are there, who are folyb vire
&ins 1 and how many foolith practices are there among the
godly themfelves ? Let ig not then be thought ftrange (as

a word of Ufe from it) that not only .amot;g external pro- .
found many aéts

feflors, but even among real faints, there be
of folly; tho® I grant it to be borh fad and ftumbling, when
it is; which fhould, thercfore, fo much the more make
them guard againft the fame.

- Ttirdly, O%fcrve, Gbd awill fometimes fpeak peace to them
that are givew to folly, or are often found playing tb:’fo'ol.

_«Of the truth whereof, as many as ever heard the gofpel,

and did partake of the grace of it, and are 'before the

throne, and hope to be there, are as fo many proofs, witnef~ -

fes and living monuments. I fhall clear what this fpeaking of
peaceis, in three fteps: -He tpeaks peace to them, 1, Iu hig
offering of peace to them, and by his meeting and treat-
ing with them in and by that offer, in his intreating orin-
-viting them earneftly to come to him, who have wearied
themfelves, and fpent their Jabour on thar which profits
not ; prefling them to -return, and affuring them that he

. will beal their backflidings, [fa. 55, Fere 3. Hof. 14. and

preaching peace through Chrift Jefus, £pb. 2. counfelling

"~ them to come ‘and bwy eye-falve of him, &8¢, and by his

knocking and waiting at their door for admittance and entry,

“Rom. 3. Are not thefc words of peace to a foollith Church ?
2. In making peace with fome, when (as it is, 2 Cor. 5.

20?) he not only prays and requefis them to be reconciled,

but really reconcileth them to himfelf, and faith, Peace

be 1o you ; pardoneth fin, taketb away the band-writing of
erdinances 1hat ewas againft them, giveth them a difcharge

[y

of their debg; that, wircn their fin is foughs for, i*
- . 4 o ‘ . il'\
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15 70t to be found, becante ke 'barb pardened it 1 And, Hof.

2. this is called an aluring, or (as the word is) a fpeaking
80 the beart. 3. In his not

ver(y, and making peace; but

in h:s intimating that peace,
faying to the pardoned fini er,

one mawn difh that 1s fer on the table (to fay fo) is peace,.
as 0. 29. Peace [ leave with you, my peace I give unto yom,
*Tis peace from God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,
There are fome ficcial times wherein God fpeaks peace,
fuch as folemn treating times and communijon-days ; and
‘other tpeotal acc:fions are, when there hath been more
than ordivary diligenee prayer, more than ordinary
forrow tor fin, peace is readily fpoken on the back of ir;
as alfo, trying aud fudly exercifing times are ufually times
of the intimarion of peace: Ina word, when and where
b1 gofpel comes, aud is made lively, peace follows on it
and this is your time. O that peace may be found to have
becn fpekar o many at this occafion ! > :
o Foutily, O ferve, That in and aboxt thofe times, awhen'
“God jarl fpokenm (or vér?' urgently offered ro fpeak)
Prace, thare is often fome refiraint on people, as to the proe

warlirg of thew folly; Some ftop to the current of inqui- -

ty in its Wonted manner and meafure, in fome more, and
in fome lefs ; fome more aw of God readily being on
people thent Many will have a ort of righteoufbefs, like
a morning-cloud and early doaw, that' foon ‘paffeth away;
fome tickling of their affe@ions, that quickly evanitheth;
as the Lord faith of many of the Fews, thap were hearers
of Fobn, who was a burning and a pining )f’gl:t, that they
rejoiced in bis light for' a feafon s So, Pfal. 106. 12. Thep
belicved they bis avords, they [ang bis praife; but they Joon
Jforaar bis avorks, thev_avaited mot for bis.counfel: And, Pfal,
78.:34 W ben ke flow tkem, phen tkey foupht bim : Nevers
#heles they flatt:red Lim awith theiy lips, and lied to bipr with
sheir torpues > for their bearts ayeve not right @ith God, nei-
#her were they fedfaft in bis covenant. And fomething of
this was alfo, even in Chrifi’s hearers,, and in the Galatiany,
Who at ficft would bave plucked oyt their eyes, and grvem them
’ \ ~

t

only raking away the contros .

Thy fins are forgiven thee, -
g° in peace, I am thy faluation: And then the promife,
Fo'n14. 21, 23. is fulfilled, when Chrift breaks open doors,

and comes in and fups, and duwells, his Father and be ; and -
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to Pdul:. So in the parable of the fower, fome feed fprings
vp and hath a fair appearance, but foon withererh; and o-

ther fome holds out: So likewife at fafts and communions,

affeGions will be readily fomewhat flirred and warmed,
and there will be many \brave purpofes and refolunons,
_fuch as werc in the. people, £xod. 19. when they 1aid, A/
that the Lord commands we will do., Aud they look demur
and grave-like for two or three days: the tippler kceps
fome days from the tavern; hie that prayed nor in fecret
nor in his family, will, it may be; pray for fome time a-
beut and after fuch occafions ; others will go further on:
-And _yet it is but fome reftraint on their fin, or fome fic

e

A

~ and flath of affeCion, that is tranfient and quickly gone ; .

and they turn - again to folly. And even the godly them-
felves are here often found in a great meafure guilty, as the
following mote will clear. ) S
-Fatbly, Obferve, Tbat even thofe pecple and [aints, who
bave fometime been to given to fdlly, to whom God batbh [pokem
peace, and who bave refivained their folly for a time, there-
after may much fall-back to folly again. The admonition
here given, Let them not tyrn dgainto folly, fuppofcth this.
"This needs not much proof : If ye fhall go through the faints
recorded ig fcripture, ye will find fad inftances of ir;
David, after peace was {poken to him, falls into adultery
“and murder ; Hezekiab, after a fweet word of p‘cace was
fpoken ta him, Jfa. 38. falls into the folly of pride and
vain oftentation, Chap, 39. Peter, after peace fpoken to
. him, denicth his Mafter ; ?ebg(baphat, after peace fpoken to
him, fell once and again into the fame fin, and once even
after he was reproved for ity as is clear, 2 Ckron. 18, 19,
£ 20. Cbapters. Or there may be a falling into fome o-
ther fins, or-out of one fin into another ; as it was with
David: This may befal real faints, yea emiment (aints, even
. pillars in the houfe of God. Was there not peace fpoken
to the difciples, in that fweer fermon, Foba 14, & 15, &
"16. Chap. and yer that fad word follows, 72 all fball be
-offended becaufe of me this nigkt ; and Peter, to wham that
fweet word was fpoken, J bave prayed for thee, that thy
faitb fail 'not, doth foully fall into folly quickly after:

WWhat then may befall the more common fort of profef-- -

fors,
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fors, whe know nor what it is to ftand before the leaft ten.
. tation? The reafons of this may be, 1. Becaufe the devil
- falls prefently on, and fecks, as it were, with feven worfe
devils to re-&nrer the foul, and busks this bait of the ten-
tation, and prefents it io a new fhape; old courtiers (to
dpeak 10) and lufts fet on, and effay what hearing they can
get. 2. Becaufk tho', by peace fpoken, rentations and cor=
zuptions may be bound up, yea, and fomewhat mortified ;
ree they are not flain outright ; they may lurk for a timé,

but ftill live. And, 3. Becaufe his people are ready in

fuch .a warm fun-blink to grow (as it were) wanton, and"
under fuch a ceffation from their lufts, to caft by their
arms, to fgrmv fecure, to grow fomewhat teo fain, and to
dream of an- eafy life ; thus it was in a meafure with Da-
wid, as he confeflcth, Pfak 30. I faid in my profperity, [
-fpall never be moved, If they get peace for a little, who
bur they ? Tbey are lords (in.a manner) and will not come an=
20 bim; or, if they win to a few tears and-fome liberty, they
are readily puft up, and in fome fort bid their fouls take
them reft ; as if they nceded to trouble them(elves no more ;
T'herefore there are new on-fets, and the Lord lets them
fee how wain they are, cven in their beft efiate; as we ma

perceive, in the Lord’s dealing with Hezekiab, and wit

David, in that Pfal. 30. Thou didft bide thy face (faith he)
and I was troubled. O whar folly, vaoity and out-breaking
of corruption do often follow on the back of a feeming
work of turning to God, .and a tender.like frame in pro-
feflors of religion! So, Pfal. 106. it is faid, that they. pro-
woked bim at the fea, even at the Red-fea; Even where and
when they were in fuch a frame, that they believed bis wwords,
and fang bis praife ; they foom forgat bis works, and waited

-sot for bis counfel > Which was, in a manner, at the very .

able to lift the beel againft bim. And ‘O how fad and

lamentable a thing is ir, to_be unwarchful after a8 communi.

on, and an offer or an intimation of peace?!

Sixtbly, Obferve, That there is. nothing move called for,
from a people, who bave been given 16 folly, and bave bad
peace [pcken to them, than to take beed that they turn nes
‘mgain to folly ; to take heed that they fall not into the
fame fins that they feemed to have abandoned and turned
awsy from ;. that it be not-with them, according to the true

, , - - proverb,
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provevh, The dog is veturned to bis vomit, and the fow thas

was wajbed, to ber wallowing in the mive, as it is, 2 Pet.
2. 22 Under which fimilitude, the apoftle powerfully
diffwades profeflors of religion from turning tia:,in to fin,
by fhewing the lothfomnefs of it; it being as abominable,
as a man’s licking up that again which he hath vomited.
This then is the duty that the Lord calls for ; 1. That you

- fhould abftain from the fins that you have been given to,

fuch as tippling, ‘drinking drunk, fwearing, fabbathsbrea=
king, negle& of prayer and the like, and do fo no more ;
not only not to relapfe into the fame fins, but thar ye ab~
ftain from cvery other fin; It is not enough that a man
break off from ore fin, and take up with another ; it is .
not fufficient, tho' a man will not be drunk in his neigh-
bour’s houle, if in the mean time in his own houfe he.
tipple, play the good-fellow (as ye call it) and mifpend
his time. . 2. Ye would confider, what engagements and

" ‘refolutions ye have come under, and that ye fall not back

from them ; In a word, it is, Not 1o be as ye were went
to be ; and that ye be foufid in no knawn fin, nor defeGive
in any known duty. - o

We come now t6 the more particular and clofe applica-
tion of the whole, in thefe tewo Ufes. The firff whereof

. is, for advertifement_and warning, Let bim that (fands,
. sake beed loff be fall ; let him not look on himfelf as in-
_ capable to'be ftolen off his feet: Alas! perfons may be in

a manner exalred to heaven, and in a very good frame,
in their own imagination and apprehenfion, and it may be
in fome meafure really;; and .yet be brought back to the
puddle and mire again, after they have thaken themfelves
and come out of it, In profecuting this, we fhall,
1. Shew wherefore we prefs it;- And, 2. Wherein, or in
reference to what we prefsit. - - -
As for the firft, viz, Wherefore itis that 1 do prefs
this advertifement:. And indeed it isnot withour very
good ground, as ye will cafily pereeive, if, 1. Ye look to,

- and confider the beft.faints, and in their beft condition ; -

how foon ‘are even they taken off their feet? Was not

‘Dayid often in a very-good fpiritual condition ? and yer,

how foon and foully did he fall into folly ? Was not 4dazz

in a good and defirgble candition,” when there was no quar} _
: o : Ic

AY
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rel betwixt God and him, nor any ground for it ? and ycz‘!"

how foon was heenfnared ? Was not Peter in a good ftare
' and frame, when Chrift faid to him, Bleff>d .art thou Si.
mon Bar-jons ; flefb amd blood bat: not revealéd that unte
thee, but my Fatier” who is in beaven? and yet, wWwithin a
very hule, he turns again fo far to folly, as to be the

dewil’s inftrament to tempr Chrift ; as 1s clear from Mauh,’

16: v. 17. compared with v. 22. Were nor the difciples in
a good condition, when our Lotd had preached to them
both the preparation and thaokfyiving fermons, before and

after the communion ? and yer tkey all were offended becaufe
of bim, axd forfook bim and fled, and that very quickly, -

even that fame very pight. Now, when fuch rtall cedars
fall, what need bave we, who are bar in comparifon filiy

fhrubs, and but as fmall Rraws, ro take warning? 2. If

we confider, chat thofe fins and falls were often exceeding

Judden, the {ame night, in the difciples (as I juft now hin-

ted) and in Hezekiab, very quickly after. s recovery ;
excezding foul, and exceeding unsverfal, as n all the dif~
. @pies; fometimes repeated, as in Lot, Frtifbapbat, and
Peter; fometimes a plaraljty’ ard «ariery ot them joined
together, adin David and 4fa, and in’ his people at the
Red-fea and, in the wildernets; And who knows but the
fame very night, that ye were at the Lord’s rable, fome
of you were back ar your folly ? and others of you béfore
night, may be.  We tind, not only fuddenly, but foully ; asis
clear in A4aa’, who, when he had no corruption formerly,
fell from God to the' devil (and; by the way, many of you
are fo grofly ignorant, and wofully felf-conceited, that
ye think, if ye had been in his cafe, ye would not have
donc fo.) And (as I hinted) what foul faults were Davia's
ajultery avd murder, and Solomon’s idolatry, s at leaft his:
toleranng it, atter God bath fpoken tevice to bim ? What a.
. foul faule and fall was that ot /frael’s, aftet their fo folemn
engagements, and fair undertakings, £xod.19. when with-
in forty days they deteftably and damnably danced before
the golden calf 2 and what a foul fall was that of Peter's,
‘to forfwear Chrift, by denying him with an oath ? and of
the reft of the difciples, unkindly and unworthily to for-
fake him and flec? And who knows but, fhortly after
this z"caﬁon, many of yau that have been tipplers, may

/o

grow
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grow wotfe, it may be, even to be found flaggering 1’

the fircets 2 and that others of you, who prayed not be-
fore, may be heard curfing ? Ye who are believers and
faints indeed, would obferve«this, and know that there’is
need, great need of watching and prayer, that ye enter not
into temptation : And 1f there hath been any idlenefs, light-
nefs, vanity, mifpending of precious time, or the like ;
guard, O guard againft thofe  The reafon why believers
fall fo often in grof- fins, is their playing. (asit were) with-
their petry idols; lirtle chingy, given way to, lead on to
greater and worfe 3. Am I now fpeaking of any ftrange,
uncouth or unprecedented thing? Have ye never obfer-
ved, how ye carried and behaved after communions before ?

. Can ye fay, ‘but that, as many commuuions as ye have -

been ar, there bave been as many breaches ? If. ye have
never faiied before, ye may be fecure now ; bur 1t ye have
failed  and mifcarricd formerly, be/the more wary and
watchful now. 4. Have ye any knowledge of, and ac-
quaintance with your own hearts 2 Is your corrupiion dead ?
Are your idols quite flain ? or are they not rather like to
thofe &range wives, in Nekemab’s time (who were put a-
way) crying on you for pity (O cruel pitv !) and weepirg
on you to be admitted to come home again? And hae,
none of you fo mu-h foolith, fond and cruel pity,. as to

fide with them? Hath a communion-day thruft out the

devil fully ? Are there no living lufts, nor firong corrupti-

ons within you ? Do ye not feé¢ what a ready welcome ten-
tations to fin arc like ro getr ? and find 'ye not a woful pro= -
penfion to be glad that the reftraint and aw-band of a -

communion-day is over and by 2.and deth not this prefs
you to watch? 5. Try but how it harth been with yop
fince the fabbath: Is'not the bent ye had then, already very
much flacked ? Is not much of that fe¢ming or really good
frame of fpirit gone 2 Is not the great pa't of your work
yet before you? And is it not a greater difficulty, to make
out an 'engagement, than to make it; to perform, thin to

romifc® How is it then, that ye have in a great part laid
Ey your arms, as if all were done? When ye have, as
foldiers, put yourfclves in batrle array, and given your
military oash, and gortten the fign and word of command,
fhould you qu t your poft3 beware of that ; the matter i:_

! . ‘ T -ofs
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ot greater concernment, thin ye arc aware of ¢ Ye ate ye&t

" bot in a manner beginning. .

v

For the fecond thing, v.z, What it is wherein, or in re.
ference to what we do prefs your tzking warning, and be-
ing wary? And ‘here I woald- have you, , 1. To be aware

not only of more. grof; fins, but even of all fuch things in-

neral, which tenrations ufe ordinarily to make their a
y p-

* proaches and affaults by ; as namely, little fins (litele, I-

' * mean comparatively) Is it mot a little onel faith Lot of,

Zosr. O how unfuitable was it for him, to whom the.
Lord bhad but a very lirtle before fpoken fuch a great
and gracious word of peace, as that, Depart, for I can do
stothing fo long as thou art bere ; and yet the fame night, or
the morrow, this efcapes-him! And readily, when peo-
ple fall once, they fall over and over again; but ye
would beware to feek leave to lurk and loure a while in
fuch Zars ¢ Beware to fay, It isa little fin; fay not, [
thall not be drunken, bdc I moft have leave to tipple, and

" wrifle over the time. The devil drives fin and tentationy

as a carpenrer driveth a wedge ; Ke will teach and prompe

" you to.lay, We may be cheerful and fport us a while,

wicthout regard to the matter, meafure.or feafon, tho’ ye
be not profanc : But once’ let in’ the point of the wedge
by a little fin, and it may become a great one ere all be
done, or a groffer one may foilow, even as the great end

-of the wedge dath the leffer. 2. Beware of rgturhing ro-

omiffions: Some, it may be, will refolve thar they will-

never ripple, nor fwear, nor ‘commit any fu¢h things; .

but they will, it may be, negleét and omit to pray as they
have (belike) done thefe few days paft: Tho' they go

riot ahroad to the ravern on the week-days, nor go idly in .

the fizlds on the Lord’s day, yet they may mifpend and
trifl: away their time ac home; as if faling back into
omiflions;” were not’a‘tumin%again to folly, as well as fals
ling back®o commiffions. The confeflions’of many poor
creatures (who become publickly-and prodigioufly fcan-
lous) on their death-beds or on a fcaffold, that omiffions

" of duty have predifpofed them-to, and brought on thofe

rofs commiflions, may arfd fhould awake and alarm us;
¢ would therefore, with holy b, make a covemant with

your eyesy and other fenfes, and make confcignce to keepB:
o ‘ . 3¢ UCe
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v - &, Beware of falling back to a fcure coldrife menner of-
going about_durics of worthip alone or in company, in
publick or in private: Let none of you think with your~ -
felves, that, now this falemnity is over, 'ye need not
wreftle in prayer, nor watch fo itrictly over your heart,
bue let it gad and reve, and not hedge it in on an ordina=<
ry Lord’sday, as on a communian Lord’s day; fince there
is no liberty allowed for anidic word or thought any day,
more than there is on that day: Think it not enough that
ye fay your prayers morning and evening, and that none
can charge you with any offence; God, the all-feein
God, obferves you, whether you be univerfal, fincere and
ferious in the dutics of religion. 4. Beware of negle@ing
fpirirual and gofpel-duties; fuch ae, fclf-examination or
feplf-fearching. fclf-denial, mortification, and ufe-making
of Chrift: The negle& of thefe, and the like, may be
fome way called gofpel-folly. It is no doubt grear gofpele
folly, when Chrift (being freely and fully offered there=
in) is not improved for wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan&ifica~
tion and redemption; when'the power of godlinefs is not
" aimed atin duty, bur people reft and fit down in the form
-thereof, which yet in fome refpe@ is more cumberfom
than the power ; for Chrift improved makes all things go-
cafily with us: Therefore, any of you who have. looked
on it'as folly to negleét thefe fpiritual duties, fee that ye
return not_again to that folly. §. Beware of unbelief';
Have ye not refolved to caft out with thar evil, and refol-
ved to be no more jealous of God, tho’ ye fhould meet
- with-difficulties? Believers in Chrift, lick not up thar voe'
. mit again, turn not agan to that ﬁl?. to whkich there is a
.fecret natural bentnefs of heart: If (I fay) unbelief and
jealoufy,be a folly, take it not up, turn not to it again,
6. Beware of hearteills. Poflibly ye will not givé way to '
more grofs cvils, and yet {uffer your fouls to be carried
away after idols, or, after vain, proud, ambitious, cove-
tous, reven%eful, filthly and lafcivious thoughts: Bar, if in
very deed Chrift ger the heart, he muft reign in it, and
command the eye, -tongue, cars, hands, feer and all,
7. Beware of falling back to the inordina‘e love of the
world, and of Jerting the heartbe too much addited and
glved 1o, ‘even, lawful pleafures and creature-comforts, to
A . . -your

-
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your callings, wives, children, houfes, lands and incomes
of gain and profic; from which’there hath been poffibly
fome fuitable abftraltedne(s rhefc days paft. Ye fhould
not only abftain from oppreffing, fealing and deceiving ;
but ye would alfo guard againt falling back to exceflive
purfuing after, and (as it~ were) glutting yourfelves with
the things of this world, however lawful ip themfelves.
Alas ! primms licitis : Inordinate love to, and immoderate
purfuing after things lawful in themfelves, dcftroy more
fouls, than things finful and unlawful in themfelves do:
" ‘The excufes of rhofe invited to the marriage of the King's
Son, are founded, not on rhings fimply finful, but ont law-

ful things, the farm, oxen: and married wife, Now the

houfe is fwepr, and ye ure in hazard, if ye guard not, to
return to a grearer 2.d greedier feeding on ‘thofe vanities.
1 dare tay, rhere are multitudes of men and women, who
never fo much hungred for the communion, as they have

longed to have thefe folemn days over and by, that they .

might win back to their callings, worldly bufinefs and
leafuresy. O what a wearinefs have they been to them ? -as
. facred folemnirties were to thofe fpoken of, Awmos 8. 5. who

~cried, Wken fball the neci=rgoon be gone, that we may [el]

corny ana the fabbatb~day, that we may [et out wheat? To
many thefe days of fafting and fpirirual feafting and com-
manicating have been as a bridle-bit in their mouths, to
reftrain them from running on the mountains of their va-
nity; and' who knows but, ere another communion come,
the Lord may feed yow as a lamb in a large place ? "
The fecond Ufe is for exbortation. Would you then know
the duty that ye are called-unto ? this is it, Let not God’s
© people and-faints turn_again to folly : Let not the idlet re-
turn to his idlenefs, the tippler to his tippling; the fcoffer
to his fcoffing; the ignorant, who have been ar a licle
pains to dearn fome queftions before the examination and
communion, fo his negligence in feeking after knowjedge,
&¢¢, Let not this be ; if ye have vomited our theft and o«
ther fins, lick them not up again, To prefs thisUfe a
little, we would, 1. Give you fome confiderations from rhe
. text. 2. Some diréions to help 'you forward in the pra-
" &ice of it, o -7 :
- For the firf, viz. Some confiderations from the text to
. . C : press

‘[?
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prefsit. 1. Isit not a folly to fin once? If fo, fure it is much
more to rglaptb into fis, W hether is it more true wifdom
to abftain from thofe fins, or ts fall back into them? Isic
not more wifdom for you, who have been given to tippling
or drunkennefs, to neglet of prayer, and the like, now
to ler alone fin, and to give yourfelves to prayer, than to
be walking in the fireet on the plain-flones 2 Is it not more .
wifdom to be given to edifying difcourfe, than to be
Jaughing and fporting over the time ? Is it not better ro
come to the Church, than to fpend. the time idly, in dif=*
courfing and waiting for a téntation 2 And if your cone
fcience aflent to-the truth of 'this, then we take witnefs in
your confcience, that it doth fo; and this inftrument of
witnefs will fand on record againft you, it ye fhall turn
to thofe fins and to this folly again. 2. Have ye been exa-
mining yourfclves ? and do ye find, that much of your
life hath been fpent in folly, by fome tawenty, by fome
dhirty, by fome forty, by fome fifty, by fome fixty years 3
and every day’saccount caft up amounts only. to folly, va-
nity and madnefs ? And is it not enough, and may it not
fuffice you, that ye have fpent fo long time in folly, tho®
ye fpend no more (o ? 3. Hath not God been fpeaking
peace to fome, and given them the iptimation of it 1 fo
that their fouls have been made to fay, God is bere i< And
have they not gotten the bargain clofed, and the hand<
writing that was againft them torn? We hope, there
arc fome fuch among us. Nay, are there any, but the
Lord hath been offering peace to them, treating with
them, faying, Bebold me, bebold me, intreating and re-
quefting them to be reconciled ? And hath there not been
fome tickling of the affeétions of many ? If fo, will ye be
fuch fools as to fall back, and to wear, our the fenfe of that
peace and warmnefs that any of you have winto ? And ye
with whom God hath begn meeting and treating about the
pardon of {in, what a folly will it be, in placeot getting
a difcharge, to increafe and multiply your debt? 4. Are
there not fome engagements on you ¢ Or, whatever be realy
is there not a profeflion of coming under engagements ¥
Are not the vows of God oo fome of you? Is there not
fome fin that hath ftared you in the face, which ye have
refolyed to abftain from ? And hath there not been fome -
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urring and tickling of defires to perform what ye have -
refolved and engaged to? And will ye break all thefe
bands ? Will ye repent anl rue that ever ye engaged to
God ? If fo, as'ye notably play the fools, fo the Lord will
.be about with you, and ecven fpew you out of his mouth,

- that ye may puddle your fill ‘in the mire of fin. §. Is
there not a great bentnefs and propenfion in all naturally
to turn again to folly ? .Is there not am cvil beart of sunbe-
lief, ready to depart from the living God? I have fo much
charity for you, as that you will grant this; and when the
Lord hath faid, #atch, and tclls that be is at band that
betrays you, will fyt: go fecurely, and not take warning 1 O
what defperate folly would this be ! 6. Confider whar will -
‘come of 1, if ye fhall fall back, if ye flacken your bent,
and, growing cold, turn agaih to folly ? Ye will wear out
‘any bit of good frame that ye have obtained': Ye will blur

 and fully the real or fuppofed clearnefs of your intereft,
-mar your peace, and become in a manner more beaftly and

fwinith in your finful way than before’; at the very
“thoughts whereof, your hearts fhould fcar, naufeate, and
even grow fick. And what will be the upfhot thereot ?

. Either ye will repent, or never repent : If yefay, ye will
‘zepent; are ye fute that God will give you repentance, if

¢ fhall hazard on feme fin ? Are not many given up o
lardnefs of heart, who never comé to repentance?
“Know ye what -repentanceis? have ye not been already
effaying and doing fomewhat at repentance, and have ye
-not_found it difficult and hard to come by ? And, if ye
-hall fin yet more, will pot repentance be yet a greater,
- more difficult and hard work ? And, fuppofe ye fhould get
"repentance, ye fhall know the truth of that faying, Fer 2.
" Gbat it was an evil and a bitter thirg to depart from the
" living God, and that bis fear was mot before your eyes. O
what fhame and confufion of face will it bring with it, to
remember that we had fo many warnings from the word
: without, and fo many.convictions and challenges from our- |

.‘confcience within, and that yet we. went over them, and -
with a high-hand went on in our folly ! Will thofe things
be little, think ye ? What pleafure or profit can ye have
in thofe things, whereof ye will be afbamed? Yea, fuppofe

.ye come to repentance (and a hundred to oné¢ if expr ye
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.come to it) ye fhall weep and mourn bitterly, that éver

ye hazarded fo on fin, over your light and convi&ions, and

“over the belly of your confcience. If ye ger not repen- _

tance (as‘T am afraid many never fhall) what will come of

iit? Conviétions and challenges will wear our, the heart

will grow harder; you will go of ‘laughing at.reproofs,
imocking at exhortations o repentance and reformation, and
fegardlefly treading on what might reclaim you; you will

“be angry at them who brought yeu under any engage-
- ments ; ye will become very Atheifls in your heants, and

as fo many profane Heatbens in your carriage: And when

L {ou have lived thus for a time (and the Lord knows how

ong) will ye not come to dic ? will nor your month come
ont you ?. will not your bed take you, or ye take your bed §
and then the con{ciente will either awake, or be .filent 2
If it:awake, will, not this be your language, which is the
language of many a poor wretched creature ? Wo is me,.
I have mifpent my tirhe, and have been glutting myfelf

“with the world and finful -pleafures ; Oh vain world! O
. bewirching and "beguiling world ! Alas thar ever 1 was fo

much taken up with it ! And, if the confcience be quiety

~whar will come of it ? Will that fin ly on, and not be

fought accoiint of 7 Know ye not, confider ye not that
word, Gal. 6, Be wot deceived, Géd will not be mocked; 4s
men fow, fo they. pallreap? Think ye that God will be
inferior to the creature ? will ot your governor or land<
lord feck account of you according to your engagement ;
and fhall not the Lord qall you to a reckoning ? Yea, cer-
tainly : And the conftience will the awake and roar on
you; then the curfe, wo and damnarion will feize upong

. . and take hold of your foul indeath; and devils fhallcarry .

it thither, where hypocrites are, until the judgment of:
the great day; and then ye will fay, Tarning again td
fin was the greateft folly and madnefs: And thus, whethes'- -
God have a purpofe of repentance to you or not, ye fhall
oneé day rue it at all the veins of yodr heart (to fpeak fo) -
and fhall find the folly of it, and that te your everlafling
prejudice and lofs, if* ye repent not, ) .
And therefore, let me prefs this ufe upon you, and éar~
neftly. exhort you. to let thefe confiderations fink down

- into your cars and hearts : Beloved, we are jealons oved:

Ez e I3
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o, and would God it were with a fuitable godly jealoufy !
We are afraid thatmany, cre we be aware, be down in
their former puddle, that ignorance and profanity be as
rife as ever ; there have been fo may fitsand good appear-
ances, and of fo fhort continuance heretofore : And now
e have been making- fome mint ; but whar will come of
1ty if ye fall back 1 If thefe ordinances fhall do you mo
good, we know not what will do it:' I think ye were
never nearer to fome great crifis, to a nick of being loft
or gained ; we have you (as it -were) in the very place of
sbe breaking forth of children, o that now you muft be cither

fatcly and tairly delivered, or prove abortives.. Ah! are.

our fafts and communions to no purpofe ? Are all your par-

fes and refolutions, your engagements, and feeming wil--

Eﬁgncfs to epgage, in vain and to no effe@ 2 If ye fhall
fall back aftér this, and turn again to folly, I do not much
exped that any ordinances or futare engagements fhall do
you much good: We muft cither look for better and
. more fruir, or there will be more barrennefs and ftubborn-

nefs ; cither ye fhall be more holy, or more of that old:

fin of maligoity, ftoutnefs of heart againft God, and
more oppofition to godlinefs fhall bud amongft you : We

would from our very fouls with you broyght well thorow,’

- but are afraid there be a ficking.. Why is it, I pray,
that we infit fo much with you, if we were not jealous
over you ¢ ‘Will ye have faces to hold up before God,
when ye and we fhail be reckoned with, if ye fhall fic
ghefe warnings ? .or, what heart can we have to-go about
his fervice amongft you, if yet there be a flicking; and
when there is fome wreftling to ger you up the hill (asit
were) and ye run further down than ever ? O 10 be

mightily helped of Geod to travail in birth, to. have .

Chrift formed in you, and formed in you again} Is it pro-
bable, when many of you are brought further up than
. before, if ye fall further back, that ever ye will win up

again ? We apprchend, that there are many of you, who-

fhall never again, with fo much moral ferioufnefs, be
wrought upon, if there fhall not be now fome abiding and
effeGtual work, but a turning again to folly. ‘It is not,, be-
-Joved hearérs, the friit of one preaching or two, rthatwe
are now driving ar; bur the great fcope of this blefled g];?

~
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pel: Therefore, tot Chritt’s fake, hoia at it, come for-
‘ward, and go not back ; O rurm ot again to folly : Ellc be
aflured, thar the Lord and your own confciences wiil bear
wirnefs, and we his fervants will alfo bear witnefs aganft

on (as many of you wil] bear witngfs againft us, if we
thall do f0). if, after God hath’ fpoken peace to you, ye fhall
seturn again to foll, Let me yet add this one word fur-
ther, for preffing this; Will ye but confider what we are
fecking ? s it not your real good and advanrage ? is it any,
hard or unreafonable thing that we crave of you, or any
uncouth thing, or any thing but that which fbrabam, Da-
w:d, Payl, and others of the faints, were . defirous and
ftudious to be at, yea, and our blefled Lord' Je(ns himfelf
was content to be at 2 Tho" he was never indeed tainted
with any folly, yet he was content and careful to fulfil all
righteoufnefs ; and what feck we of you, bur, that ye
would feek and laboyr’to imitate him ; that ye would
prevent your own lofs and ryin, and give Chrift a kindly
and a hearty welcome, in order to the exercife of all his
offices about you ; that bis beart may be made glad, and
that ke may fee of the fruit of the travail of bis foul to big

. fatisfaltion, in the falvation of 3 number of fouls in

Glafgow ¢ O that we could get. you prevailed with to. be
as feriousin thefe things, as ye are in and for the things of

this prefent life ; and that we could get as great vent (to .

fpeak fo) for Chrift’s precious wares amongft you, asa man
would get for fome rare.commodity, nay (may I or fhall
fay ?) bur even for tobacco ! Alas_that jncomparably pre-
cious Jefus Chrit, and his purchafe, the everlafting cove-
nant, even the fure merciesof David, fhould have lefs vent
and fale, than that and an huadred orher commodities

have ! this is a lamentation, and thould be for a lamenta-

tion. Always let bygones be ferioufly reflected on, and
fee that by all means ye turn nat again to folly. )

As for the fecond thing, propofed, ¢iz. Some dirs&Fions,
for preventing your turning again to folly: Ye may take
thctg few, and the Lord himfelf put them heme witha

ftsong hand. 1/, then, Walk in fear.; Serve the Lord i
- fear, and rejoice before bim with trembling. The wife man,

[¢es the evil, but the fool paffesh on and is confideps. ‘There
18 a fort of fpiritual pride, vanity and felf-conceir, reign-
S K g
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ing amongft ordinary" profeffofs, and too much of it pi‘é- "

vailing among# belicvers, that undoes them. Are’ there
any of you atraid of fornication and adultety, or of rur=,
“ning giddy fe@aries and the like 1 Your want of fear
brings you into the mire, erc y¢ be aware ; Pride goes be=
Jore defirution, and a baughty mird bejors’a fall. The
dittle fear that is amongft the moft part fays, tha:” fome
black turn (as we vfe to fpeak) is in their hands, or fome
foul fall before them': Hence the apoftle, PEilip. 2, 12.
_exhorts, ?ork out the ework of your own [alvation with fear
and trembling ; and, 2 Cor. 7. 1. to perfeét kolinefs in the
fearof God.  2dly, Obferve well and lay due weight on
that exhortation of our Lord, Matth. 26. 41. (which
- hath feveral dire&ions in it) Watch and pray, that ye evter
wot into temptation ; look about you, be not fecure, ftand-
y your pott, let nothing go out nor come in without
examination, and feek (as it were) after its pafs, and fet’
(as it were) a fentinel at the port of every fenfe ; 4nd
what I fay anto you, [ fay unto all, watch, fauh the Lord,
Mark 13, 37. Be not fecure; watching is a moft fuitable
duty. for Chrift’s foldicrs : Fail notto join with it much
prayer, not for the fathion, but that which is in the Spirit
and fervenr; yet lay no weighe on ir, as if ye could me. -
xit any thing by it, but go about it humbly and ferioufly,
_ in_order to the entertaining the life of grace;; fit not up
in it, but rather double your diligence.  3dly, Keep the
heart well ; heart-ills are the principal ills: Keep (faith
Solomon, Prov. 4.) the beart with (or above) all keeping ; fet
your main force to guard i, for there Satan keeps his
court and head-quarter, and thence ‘gives his orders ro the
outward fenfes : Dally not with fin in the hearr, elfe it
will come a further length. 4ebly, Forget not your en- .
gagements,. bur let the vows'of God ly on you, and have
due weight with you : Let not the fins that ye difcovered
and faw in your felf-examination between God and you, °
before ye came to the corhmunion-table, be forgorten ;

but remember them, to repent of them, and to renounce °
them; And when one knot (to fay o) ofi your engages * -

‘?mntfloofetb, caft another fafter ; or, if a koot were
weak, frengthen it, or caft a mew cic; for, as acls of

{ \
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faith muft be renewed, fo muft a&s of ¢ngaging to-God.
‘5tbly, Be much in the exercife of repentance for your by-
gone folly; My fin ((aith David, Plal. 51.) is ever cefore
me.  Think not repentance to be the work of a day or
two; look back and refleét on your old fins of tippling,

fwearing, enmity at godiinefs, &%, For, if ye wear out

of the exercife of repentance, ye will wear in, piece
and picce, on yobr old fins; againft which repentance is:
a notable bar: Being much in the exércife of repentance,.
keeps the heart fober and watchful, and loith to  hazard
on fin, and withal makes fin bitter ; but the Antinomian
way takes off all reftraints, and loofeth the reins tofin: Ig
is ' much now o fee'a penitent ; I with there may be much
Jrepentance’ in fecret; bur, for any thing that is fecn, ris

very rare. 6thly, In an efpecial manner, be much in im-

-proving the ftrength of Jefus Chrift, to prevent your ture
wing again to folly, Do not underrake nor engage in your

* own firength, but believingly lay all the weight and ftrefs
oy your Surety ; pur his name in the band, which he gave
to God, for the debt of duty: Abide in me, and I in you,
[o ye pall bring forth much fruit ; for without me ye can do
notking, faith our Lord to his difciples, Fobn 15. But how
many fail and come thort here, while they go about duties

"and either quite misken or make but very little ule o

Chrift ? Many know very little or'nothing at all, what it .

“is to make ufe of Chrift, 1n order to their making of their
peace with God ; but 'O how very féw know what it is to
make ufe of his flrength to enable them for duty, a~d to
go through the wildernefs leaning on ibéir Beloved!  1thly,
Defer not to make your refoldtions and engagments

ralticable; there are many, alas! who think fhame, it
thould be faid, that a fermon had fo much’ weight with
them, as to make them alter and change their coyrfe at
conce: It may oe, they will confent to be religious, bur
they muft be allowed to ‘come to it by degrees, and to creep
toward it piece-mail; but beware of that, left jt.prove in
the iffuc fo be a*fhift of thy deccitful heart: Ponder thefe
words well, Eucl. 5. Defer not to pay wbhat thou baft vowed,
for the Lord bath wo pleafure in fuls; and, in the Holy
Ghoft’s account, he is a fool that deferreth and putteth off
onc moment, Q! delays are in a fpecial manner dange-=
' T 4 rous
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152 After God [peaks Peace,  °
tous here, and Saran will not fail to knit one delay to anos
ther. 8tbly, Reject all temptations to fin and turning again
%o folly, with abhorrence; fay, with Epbraim; What bave
any more 10 do awith idols? Never think on them, but with
indignation and holy difdain; for ye are undone, if ye
bur once lifteb to them. 9rbly, Be often examining, it ye
be like and anfwerable to your communicating, and to
your promifes and engagements; mapy know not how it
s with them, becaufe they examine not. 10thly, Walk
bumbly in the fenfe of your weaknefs: Truft not ro your
own heart; for he that doth fo, is reputed to be a fool, by
- the Holy Ghoft, 11tbly, Be helping one another forward
in your way to heaven : ‘Take beed (faith the apoftle, Heb.
3. 12, 15.) that there be not in any of you an evil beart of

unbelief, in departing frim the living God : Bus exbort ong |

" anotber daily, while it is called to-day, left any of you be bardued
through the deceitfulnefs of fin. TZo be edifying to others,
would, through God's bleffing, be edifying to yourfelves,
and help youto be in gdod cafe; to be praying with them
would ftir up yeurfelves to more ferioufniefs in the ‘exer=
cife of that duty; to be reproving fin in them, would
waken up more hatred of it in yourfelves; and to be
much converfant in the duties of mutal edification with
them that are warm in their love to Chrift, to his inte-
refts and friends, and diligent in the fludy of holinefs
would readily through grace ftir you up to feck after more
love and more holinefs ; as he infinuates in that exhortati=
on to the Chriftian Hebreaws, chap. 10. 24. Let us confider one
anotber, to provoke unto lcve and good cworks, 12thly, and in
a word, Endcavour to walk fuitably to yourlight ; your own

confciénces will readily tell you, thar it is beft to walk fo,as

ye may abftain from that which y¢ know to be fin, and to be
doing and delighting in'that which ye knpw 10 be dury.
There are very few (if any) duties of religion, butthey
dre one tithe or another, and many of them frequently
laid before you ; and not a few f_haly,

of blefling God eternally, that ever this gofpel-light wag

made fo fhinie o clearly-on them: But for fuch of ‘you, as

detain the truth of God in wnvighteoufnefs (as the apoftle
fays, fome do, Rom, 1.) or make a prifoner of it, by
fctqng a guard of corrupt affe@ions aboui it; Whom
R it e mee L e .i.r ’-'Go[‘

I hope, beve caufe
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God gave up 1o vile offections, and to all forts of moft abo-.
minable filthinefs,  becaufe, though they knew that fuch
things ougit not to bave been done, yet they mot only did, but.
took pleafure in them that did them ; I 'leave it, with all the
ferioufnefs I can win to, on you, and take inflruments of
witnels in your confciences, that ye haye had great offers,’
and have made fair mints, and come under, at leaft, fcem=
ing anagcmcnts: If ye havg.not done fo, declare fo much 5,
ut, fince ye all profefs that ye have engaged, and fome
have really engaged, ot 20 tuvn again to folly; walk fui-
tably to your engagements, as ye would not have your con-
fciences condemning you, and God who is greater than
5our confciences to condemn you, Many, I fear, have.
ceping confciences, and that will not now fpeak to them ;
but the confcience of ‘every one will fpeak at length, 3nd
not keep filence. We fhall now fay no more, but pray.
that this word may be blefled of God to you. o

A S L e e A A

. Thefe Fiye following Sermons acere all preached
abour the Lime of the Communion ; the firft Four
within a very few Days before ir, as ir gradually

-approached ; the Fiftb after iz, - :

- " On Jeremiah 50.v.4,5. -~ -

In thofe days, and in that time, faith sbe Lord, the tbildren
of Ifrael fball come, they and the children of Fudab toge-
ther, goixg 4nd weeping : They fall go, and feck sbe Lord
their God. : ‘

Verfe 5. They frall ask the way to Zion, with their faces:

- thitherward, [aying, Come and lgt us join ourfelves to the )
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that fpall not be forgosten.

"SERMON I

7Y HE repairing and making up of a breach berwixe -
. God and a people, is a matter of greateft moment
and concern ; and, when men are feriousin it, 0

- how upraking is it to them ! Which is holden out to il}e ‘
‘ o S lifg
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lite 1n thefe words, that lay forth before us very clearly - -

the trame and carriage of a people, which formerly: have

dealt lqofly and deceitfully insthe matter of their cove.

nant with God, when they cothe thirough his grace to be
. fericus and in good earneft in the upmaking of it again.

- As for the people fpoken of here, they are [frael and -

;ndab, the Lerd’s own govenanted people, who had dealt
alfly and foully in the covenant, and had thereby pro=
cured fad ftrokes to themfelves, and had divided and fe-
parated themlelves from God, and one of them from a-
nother; which divifion and feparation continued lament-
dbly long. They are both here reprefented as coming
home to_Ecrhcr, feriouflv endeavouring to amend and make
}ula ‘the breach betwixt God and them, and among them-
elves,
*- As for the time that this relares to (In thofe days, and in
that time, faith the Lord) it looks literally, and accotding
to the cohefion, to Bakylon’s deffiu&ion, apd the Lord’s
bringing down the Babylonifp monarchy by the Pe‘rjiu
king. Cyrus; in which rime the peoplc of God had fome
liberty to return to their own Jand : Yet, confidering the
great fcope of the words, and that this liberty of the: Fews
18 in a grear part fulfilled in Chrift, and that the union
fpoken of here is fuch as hath in it che garhering rogether
ot all the tribes; and withal, that the covenant which
they enter into with the Lord Chrift, is fuch as'/ball never
be forgotten : We muft extend the words to their ingraf-

. Jing again into their owm olive; eobem all Ifrael fbali be faved,

‘and rhey fhall be graffed into their own root and ftock
from off whith they were bfoken. As for the fcope, ‘rs

partly to encourage the Fews; this bejng not only a pro- -

wife of their return,. bur alfo (and mainly) of their res
pentance, and of their friendfhip and reconciliation with
God and with-one ‘another. In tkofe days, they that had
been far from him, and bufy vexing one another, /bail
gome, and come together : Théir work and bufjnefs, in com-
ing, isto feek the Lord ; and the manner of it is going and
‘gweeping, praying and repenting : And, altho” the way be
fomewhat dark, and not fo difcernible to them ; yet they
E‘) on, asking the eway to Zion with their faces rbitbe‘rward. :
Mhey ask how they may come to him, worship God again

SO " aright
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aright, and pertorm the duties of a people inchurched o,
and in covenant with him; and (as it were) from onc poft
or town to another, they ask the way, and get direttion
from one day to another, and frem one duty to another:
And their defign in all is, Come, fay theL on the matter,
we were -once 1o covenant with God and With one another,
bat we have been unfaithful in both; now let us 'amgm{‘
and make up the breach ia both: Let ws join ourfelves to
the Lord in a perpetyal coverant, mever to be forgotten : Let
us renew our Covcngnt ‘with God, and let it be done firm-
ly and furely, fo as it may not be broken again. This
looks and hath refpect to Fer. 31. 31, &%, and 32. 39,
go. where the Lord .promifcth to make ‘@ new covenant
with theikoufe of Ifrael, and with the boufe g Fudab : Cited'
by the apoftie, Heb. 8. and ’tis called, .Gbap. 32, am ever-
"'fﬂi”g covemant : Which is not fo much to be underftood-
of mere external covenanting, as of faving fharing in, and
partaking of Chrift’s righteoufnefs for the pardon of fin;
and+of their engaging to God, in his own ftrength, to be

forthcoming in the fruits of faving grace and holinefs in -

their praétice. This is, in {um, the way and courfe which
they take; and is a fhort direétory for what fhould be a
people’s carriage, when they would make up the breach of

' a broken eovenant with God. - -

As for the. particglar fcope of this place, as it relateth
to [frael and Fudab’ their returning! together, ‘we fhail not
ihft in it: ’Qct from thefe words we may fee, Firff, That
there is: geod ground for us to expeld the Lord’s bringing back
bis fcatiered people the Jews, and their ingrdffing again tnto

“their own Olive. - The fame God that perfwaded “apbet to
dwell in the tents of Shewr, can perfwade Stem to dwell
inthe tents of Fapbet. As they minded us Gentlies; as a

_ little fifter, and were holily folicitous what they might do

for us, we ought in gratitude to mind thent as the elder
fiter, that they may. turn again to the Lord; who hath
given us bis faichful word for it, which cannor fail, but
maft be fulfilled. ’ ' ‘
"Secondly, We.fee, That beavt-melting towards God, ard .
[ferivisfnefs 10 make up the breach of a breken covenant betwixe’
a people and bim, conduce natively to make the bearts of thofe
that bave beew divided and [et at variance from one another,

"
- d
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. 4n_much warmnefs of love to unite and fweetly 1o join togetbes,

“Tis from his, that Jfrael and Fudab become one flick m the
Lird’s band, Ezck, 37. This makes them as melted meral
to run clofe rogether, as it were, into one lump : Tho" it

was a long-continued fchifim, and had much bittérnefs at-
- gending ir; yer, when their hearts gre touched with| a

fenfe of fin and of a broken covenant, their former dif-
ferences and animofities evanith.  Softnefs of heart, in the
fenfe of bygone fin, would filence many things among us,
that all di{purings, writings and printings will not be able
to do. Pray for this to the land, as the moft effeGtual
mean and. way of curing our divifiavs, and of uniting us

"in the Lord : It joins Judab and [frael together, whofe, .

breach was much greater, and of far langer continuance
than ours. :

. Thwrdly, We fec here, That a people’s joining and —

pring togrther in ferious fecking of the Lord, 1s very commend-
able and lovely, and a good token and evidence to them of theiy
qurning to Gody and f God's accepting of them; Eved ag

bitternets and divifion is exceeding difpleafing to God,
.and prejudicial to themfelves, and.to the work of grace

in them. « This Iy an happy-kke, hopeful and promifing

day of repentarice and turning to God, that bedeth much, -

unipeakably much good ro a land and people.

But -we come to coufider the words as they do dire&
unto, and chalk out the way for a people returning to
make up a broken covenant with God, which is the fcope.
And we may take it pp in thefe tbree, 1, As it refpeéts

the frame of -their hearts; And () whar a tender, humble, -

warm and mournful frame are they reprefented to be in }

They fball csme, and ga togetber, exciting one another, go- -

ing and weeping, with their faces towards Zion. 2. As it
refpects and holds forth the greap defign cthey have, and
that is, to rencw and make fure the covenant betwixt God

and them: Tho' it was now broken, and they want not .
challenges for it; yet they do not fay, We will nevep -

enter in it again, becaufe we brakg it the laft timg we
made it ; but, Come (fay they) let us make it the more
firm and flable. 3. As it refpeéts and holds out their
pofture, and the way which they take in purfuing this

defign: There isa going and 'wccPin'g,‘ a praying to,

an
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‘and fecking of the Lord ; in a word, rhey feck and en-
deavour to renew their covenant with God, ferioufly, dis-
ligently and humbly :* And thus they purfue their defign.
Firft then, If we look to their frame, we will find im-
plied in it, 1..A guilty condition. 2. A challenging and
convinced condition. 3. A repenting conidition ; they are
kindly affe@ed with the wrongs done to God, and defire
" and ufe means to have them righted. : »
We fhall name .two or three general do&rines from this
firk confideration of the word, tho'ineff-&ir with fall
in with the laft. ‘The firf whereof is this, That God's
covenanted people may deal foully and falfly in bis covenant &
For their 'coming to renew the covenanr, - fuppofeth rhat
they had broken it; and ’tis alfo implied in their mourn-
ing and weeping, and faying, Come and let us join ourfelves
2o the Lord in a perpetual covenant, mever to be forgotten.
This needs no further: proof than the hiftory of Gods
people their dealing with him ; which holds out tlearly
and convincingly the firong propenfion and bent of heart
- that is naturally in them to backflide, and like a deceit-
ful bow to turn afide and to prove unfledfat in his cove-
nant. . . . ’ '
Secondly, There is here implied a ditance betwixt God
and them, following on the breach of covenant: Their
going to feck the Lord, faith, that he is a-fecking; rhis
is very fad, yet moft true, That fin, and unfaitbful deal-
ing in God's covenant, will make a feparation betwixt bins
and a pesple in covenant with bim.' Thus "tis faid, Ifa. §9.
1. Tbe Lovd’s band is not fbortned that it cannot [ave, nor
bis ear beavy that it cannot bear ; bat your iniquities bave
[eparated betwixt you and your Ged. “Tis very like, that
many believe not this, that fin hath fach influence in mak-
ing feparation betwixt God and finners; bur in that day,
when an eternal fepararion fhall be made betwixt God and
them, it will be undeniably made known and manifeft,
when many of you, that now throng to the ordinances,
will, if grace preyent not, .meet with that featence (O
dreadful fentence !) Depart from me, ye workers of iniqui-
ty ; [ never kneaw you. C '
- Thirdly, There is here their fenfiblenefs of both thefe,
1. That they had brokea covenant.- 2. That God had
SR o feparated
J .
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feparated himfelf and withdrawn his prefence from them
for their breach of covenant. Tho' fin be very evil, and
the want of God’s prefence very fad; 'yet they had this
‘good, that they were kindly fenfible of both: Whente
we may obferve, Tbat conviddion of bygome wromgs done o
God,. and kindly refenting of bis abfence, are the firf} rifes
and [prings of repentance and turning to God ;. or, they are

this bufinefs and flir among this people flows from? Here
it is, Firf,~T ey apprchend a quarrel betwixt God " and
them; and, Next, They apprehend a diftance: And this

-puts them ferioufly to mind turning to God with weeping

.

‘3be firft ‘feps of converfom. What is it, I pray, that all.

and fupplications, and to renew their covenant, for recover=
- ing of God’s prefence: . This fame s the Spirit’s methed,
Gobn 16. I awill (faith the Lord Chirift) fend the Spirit;

and the firft thing he doth is this, He comvinceth the world

of fin: So &8s 2. 37. the firft thing that ever (to fpeak .
* fo) turped the chafe inr Peter’s hearers was, that they were

pricked in their bearts for fin; and this did put them to a
advifement, and to cry out, Men and brethren, what foal

&ge do? And indeed there 1s a necefli'y of this, confider-
dng the Lord’s way of adminiftring his grace: For, fo
‘Jong as perfons are not convinced of their fin, they are
‘not apprehenfive of a quarrel; burt convilion of fin makes -
them apprehenfive of it; and to think, that they would

be obliged to any who would relieve them out of that fad
condition: And, while God is abfent and not mifled,

‘they fleep on; and tho' he be abfent, yer they know it
‘pot, as Samfon knew not that God had left him, till he

went out to fbake bimfelf i But, when God’s departure be<

cometh fenfible, it will make a wicked Saml to howl, and "

.will make a gracious tender foul to take the alarm hot ;

as we fee, Cant, 3. §. where the Bride, miffing Chrit, is

"' put to feeking; and, ftill miffing him, her heart is kept

 flurtoring and on' wing in purfuing after his prefeace, ull.

‘af repentance and turning to God. . 'What- is the caufe
: . - that’

fhe recover and find it. ‘

. -As the.Ufe of the point, we would exbort you to let

this truth fink in your hearts: There is a neceflity of the
conviction of tliefc Tawo, 1. Of the wrongs done to God,
2. Of God’s abfence, ere ye can be ferious in the exercife

N
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‘that mény ly thll in deep fecurity with much debt upon

their fcore, and,ly down and rifc up without God’s com-
ny ? Even this, that they never had it, and were pever
troubled for the want of ir; they were never, convinced

‘and made fenfihle of their fin. Now, this conviction is

not, fimply to know that we bave firi, as many take it to
be, who think it enough that they know thar they are fin~
ners ; but s fuch a conviction, as arrefts the finner before
God, and purs hjm to anfwer for his fin: “Tis like an of-
ficer coming with an order to pur a man in prifon for debr ;
he may go confidently and ftoutly enough up and down
the ftreer, under the knowledge of his debr; - but, when
he is arrefted for it' by the officer, it affe@s him, and
toucheth him in the quick: So is it with a foul throughly
convinced of fin; men may know that they are finners,
but the confcience for a time may not much trouble them,

_ and they may take on more to a long day, and fhift chal-

Tenges and convigtions; bur, when the confcience awak-
eth, and the law arrefteth them, the marter finks deeper
'on them.. Would' ye then know whar is a fhirable frame
for fafling and communicating ? We would commend this
to you, even to ftudy a thorownefs of the conyittion of
and to be fenfible of the diftance that is betwixt God

d you, and narrowly to obferve whether he be prefent
or abfent. ’Tis very fad, and much to be lamented, that
many, who are ignorant of the way of God, fhould be fo
firongly perfwaded of the goodnefs of their conditian,
that there is no accefs for any word fo much as ence to
bear upen them : If we fhould ask many of you, Whether
are ye throughly convinced of your wrongs done to God,
and _fenfible of the diftance betwixr him ard you? Ye
would readily anfwer, T'hap ye never wanted nor miffed
‘him ; he hath bgen always your God, and ye have been
always his people: Not from any ftrength of faith, but
from ignotance, ftupidity aod carnal prefumption. Yea,
many of you have not{o much knowledge as to cover your
ignorance and hypocrify ; neither can any gain the leaft
ground of you, to make you fenfible that your faith and
communijon with God are unfound and delufory, becaufe
they have not had a right rife from conviétion of fin and

of diftance from God, putting you on to repentance ardd

Goves
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covenanting with him. But, becaufe feveral pérfons will
be teady to think and fay, that they have conviGions of
fin ; as indeed there is much ground and reafon for them ¢

"X fhall point at fome conviétions, for which there is juft

~unbelief? Many will be convinced of fabbath-brea

“faith§ for they always had ir, as they think. And what,’

[

ground, " and whereby ye may know if your convittions
have been thorow and found ; moft whereof, if not all of

" them, may be gathered from the words. 1. There is a

convi&tion of the ‘want of faith: The holy Spirit’s firft
work, Fobn 16. 9. is to convince the world of fin, becaule
they believemot on bim. Were ye ¢ver convinced of l{pdr

kingy
of curfing, fwearing, lying, drunkénnefs, &%. to be.fins,
who were pever convinced of the fin of thein want of

I pray, can fuch as'ye do at a faft or humiliation for fin,
when this is your great fin, and ye cannot by any means
be brought to take "with it, tho’ you take with ather fins

" but can come boldly to the tabie of the Lord as believers,

and fuch as have no jult reafon to dogbt of the foundnefs

- of your faith, while, in the mean time, all the faith that

ye have is but rotten prefumption ? This is a moft fear-
ful condition: For} fo long as ye think that ye have faith,
ye cannot think yourfelves to be loft ; neither can ye caft
yourfelves down with a flopped mouth before God, nor
is there accefs for any word from him to do you good.
A 24 couvition or challenge is. of, of for the want of a

" new naturg Were ye evet convinted of this? not only

of this and that and the other particular fin, but that ye
werc in a finful and unrenewed ftate 2 Nicodemys, Fotin 3.

comes to Chrift, and fpeaks him fair; bat the Lord lers,

him know that fair words, a great profeflion, and fome,
yea, much knowledge, will not dq the turn; he muft
neceflarily have fomewhat elfe, even a new narure; he
muft be born again, elfe be cannot .exter into’the Ringdom'of
beaven, He is vety unwillig and Joth to digeft that
doétrine; bur the Lotd tells him, that, Tbat which is

* born'of the fi:/b, is Yok, It were good that many of you

had that word from your heart in your mouth, which is,
Fer.31. 18, Turn thou me, and [ fball be turned: Con~

‘vi@ions of a natural flate, alas! are very rare ; if any of

you have had fuch convittions, try what became of them,
L o e and
\, { ’
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and what followed onthem. A 3d convi@ion orchallerge
isof, or for former breaches of covenant, for gofpel-fins,
and the fin of dealing unfaithfully in God"s covenant: And,
can any of you thift this challenge, confidering what ye
were tyed to in baprifm, and by other vows and engage-
‘ments which ye have come under fince that time, efpecial- -
ly at the Lord’s fupper ? how few of thofe have been kept 2
or rather, have they not been as fo many ropes of fand 2
And, who arc fuitably challenged for, and convinced of -
fuch breaches, asitisimplied here, that thefe people are 2
A 4¢tb conviltion is, of the want of God's prefence, ina
finuated io their going to feek the Lord, which imports an |
abfence of God, and that finfully procured by them, for
which they weep and are kindly affe@ed. The abfence .
of God, fimply confidered, is no ground of challenge, it
being an aét of fovereignty ; bur abfence, procured thro®

_ our fin, is a great ground of challenge, Alas ! ghe moft

art know not, neither'are acquainted with any fuch chal-

; lenge; they think God is always with them, however '

' the Lord is abfent : And it would well become us to
fearch ut diligently that which hath procured his abfence ;

" for, whatever may be God’s end in it, there is abundant
ground of juft challenge that we may get againft ourfclves
mit. A stbground of challenge is, in refpe& of their
own ftupidity and ignorance, which have incapacited them -
to take up the way how to come to God for making up the
breach ; therefore they ask the way to Ziow. And this'
may be another fad challenge ro many, who; thro’ their
ignorance, fenflefnefs and fupidity, have utterly indifpo-
lgnd and unfitted themfelves to mrake their peace with G‘:i,
and are without knowledge of the way how to vent their
defires to him. A 6th challenge implied is, the want of
love to one another ; and a,challenge for fetn diftance be-
twixt God and them, helps to bear in on them this chal-
lenge for diftance betwixt one another: Therefore, now

| they fay, Come and let us join ourfelves. This is another

| challenge, which we fhould not fhift; it is too evident,

* whatever our profeflions be, thar we are much cooled and -

| fallen behind in our love to ‘one another. A 7tb challenge ;
is, lying long under a feen evil condition, without being =
fuitably affeted with it; therefore thefe people go ndw ”

T L - with
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with the more tendernefs about the work of turhing to .,
God, and of thgir renewing ccvenant with him, that they
were fo long a falling toir: I fuppofe, many of you who -
never knew whal repentance was, and others alfo wha |
have been more ferious than now they are, may. have this,
challenge. It is no firangic nor unconth thing thatis called, .
for from us, to fir and prepare us for fafts and commaunions;, .
it is even ferioufnefs in thefe moft plain, cémmon and ob-
vipus things : And if ye can hold yp. your faces, and fay,
that thefe concern you neat, nor the prefent occafion, ye
may. waye and Jay them alide ; bug, if they, be fuch things,
as your confciences conwince you of, it is moft neceflary
that ye take time to think upon them and lay them to
heart, and that ye fudy thro® grace to. be. humbled for .
them before tha Lord. - »

But the obfervation, that we intend mainly to, fpeak a
word to at this time, is this, That there is no amamding oy
vighting of an ill condition, but by making fuye and. faf} the -
covenant betqixt God and us.  Whar is. the remedy of this
people’s ill condirion here, when they find themfelves fo
far wrong ? Come (fay they) and lst-us join vwrfeives to

the Lovd in a pe?;tu,almzeuﬂn negey-tabe. forgotten, When,
_covenanting, as that on.whigh the quict-

I fpeak berg o
ing of our conifciences, and the remedy. of things wropg
in our'condijtion, doth fo much depend; it is not to be.
underftood of a \bafc promife only to right and amend
things thar are wrapg apd amifs, {)nt_it.is to be under-
flood of a rea] covenanting with God,, of a real and core’
dia} accepting of the offer of Jefus Chrift made to ugin
the gofpel, whereby an union betwixt God and;us thro”,
him as Mediator is made up: Wherein there is God’s
offer. and promife, on the one fide ; and our faith, accep-.
ting of, and fybmitting to the tcrms apd: conditions on
which the offer is madé, on the other fide. : Whereupon

there followgeth 3 mutya! clofed bargain: betwixt God and | -

us; or the very bargain is thus made up.: And fo, whats
ever way, we look upon and. confjder; our condifion as evil.,
ot fad, whether in repec of challenges for, and eonvic-
tions of fin, and of wrangs done 1o God ; or in.refpeét -

" of darknefs, unclearnefs and, confufion; or in refpe.of
. eroflesand afflictions ; this is the.way tp win,at the remedy, |

‘ . N . thereof
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thereof. Thus David, 2 Sam. 23. 5. when he is drawing

" near to death, and hath many challenges for things thar

had been wrong in his perfonal walk and in his holife,
which had‘ brought an it much affliétion and trouble; and
when he finds himfelf very infirm, and under the want of
much of that lively fenfe he had wont to have, he be-
takes himfelf to this, Though (fays he) miy boufe be ot fo
with God, yet be bath made with me an evgrlaffing covemant,

. ordered in all things and [ure ; and this is dll my falvatios

|

[}
s

l

‘to the grfo/n, Thou haft finned, an

and all my defive, though be make it not to grow. And if
we look on the prodigal, Luke 15. when he is under a
convi¢tion of his fin and mifery, what refolves he upon
as a remedy 1 I @will go (faith he) to my Fatker, and I will
fay, Fatber, I bave finned, &c. The firft thing he betakes
himlelf to, and refolves opon, is,.to catch hold of the
covenant-relation betwixt his Father and him.  And there
is a meceflity of this, on a threefold” account ; 1. Becaufe .
there can_be no folid ground for extricating and bringing
one out of an evil condition, but by covenanting with God ;
for what clfe, I pray, can filence a challenge, or quice
and calm the confcience in refpet of guilt, when it faith -
g art liable o the
here is no way to ﬁ“ fin and the carfe removed,
but by flecing to Jefits Chrift, and clofing with God’s of=
fer of pardon¥upon the-account of his fatisfaltion refted
on by faith : Therefore is faith compared to a fbield where-
b we may quench the fiery darts of thé devil. "Tis true,
faith the foul accufed of eniity againft and wrongs done

carfe ?

10 God, I was an enemy to him, and greatly wronged

him ; T was Jiable to his curfe and wrath for fin: But he
offered me pardon and reconciliation thro® the Mediator,
and I have accepted of his offer, and do reff upon Chrift’s
fatisfaction for pardon; therefore I am juftified, and fhall
not come into condemnation. 2. Becaufe there can be no
peace to the foul, till there be fome thorow evidence that
the covenant is fixed and made fure; for thisis the way
that God hath laid down for making peace : As the quar=-
reland curfe are founded on the breach of one covenant,
fo our. peace arifeth upon our engaging with God in ano-
ther covenant; hence atc all thofe promifes, Fer. 30.31,.
32y 33- and Heb, 8. whiﬁn are fo oftén repeated; I awill -
. 2 : pars
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.‘pafdon-lbcir iniquities, | will yemember their fins no 'morey
+&¢. all which promifes being privileges of a covenanter
with God, whoever would look for the performance of
. 'the promifes, there is a neceflity of their being in cove-

.nant with_him, ere they can exg:& the performance of -

‘them, ard arrain to peace. 3. Bzcaufe all that are with-

out the covenant of grace are under the curfe, being liable -

‘to the breach of the frt covenant : Therefore, £pb. 2.
thefe two arc put together, Strangers from the covenant, of
promife ; and baving no bope, being witkout God and Céﬂﬁ
#n the world : And fo, to be without the covenant, is to be
without hope, and without God, and without Chrift.

. Ufe 1. Lay this for an unqueftionable ground, that, if
ever ye be well, it muft be by this covenant with God..
Xs there any convition ‘of fin, of violating bygone en-
§agcments to God, and of wrongs done to him? Take it.

or a certain truth, that things muft be thus adjufted, and.

thus fecured betwixt God and you ; that ye muft have par-
don and peace, by entring into, and making fore the new
covenant with God on the grounds of his own grace: That
is, when God is treating with you, and declaring thae he
is content to clofe with you, on condition that yc will
take with your fin, renounce your own rightcoufnefsand
fubmir ro Chrift’s, and be content to live to him all the
days of your life that are behind ; ftep to, and clofe with-

im on his own terms: For the heart’s yielding its confent
to God, is the making of the covenant ; and that entitleth.
to all the good that is in the Bible. In fum,.’cischis, If ye.
(faith the Lord) accept of my offering myfelf to be your
God, and confent to give up yourfelvesto me, if ye will
quit your own righteoufne(s and embrace Chrift’s, I will.
pardon your fin, I will be forthcoming to you for hap-

pinefs, and will fan&ify you and make you fit to be par-'

takersof ir: And 'your making of the covenant fure, is
your yielding to be happy on thefe terms, even to be con-
-tent to rake juftification and pardon of fin frecly, by vertue
of Chrift’s fatisfation ; and to give up yourfelves to be his, -
to be for him, and to live to him and not to yourfelves.
As ye get God engaged o be yours, fo ye engage and fub-
fcribe to be God’s, and to walk fairably, according to
ybur engagemenr, in his ftrgugth : To be forbim, and for,
SRR R xeJjor: e
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- *mo other, as’ the word is, Hof. 3. oras it 15, Ifa. 43° §
One fball fay, 1 am the Lord’s; and amsther foail call bim-
felf, by the name of Facob ; and another fball fu'fcribe with
‘bis band unto the Lord, and furname bim(-If by the name of
Ifrael : He dml}, as it were, write down his name, -/ am
God’s. This, in fhort, is covenauting with God ; which
may be done in hearing the word, 1a praying, in medi=
tating, and in cammunicating ; when faich is dittinétly, at
TJeaft really and truly, cxercifed on God's ofter and promife}
‘and when, wpon deliberation, there is a fincere refolving
with the perton’s felf, I will take God as he offers himtigit
tome, and will give up and away myfelf to him; and
when, according to this refolution, there is actually a
yiclding to God.” . . \ -
Ufe. 2. Seeing this is the only way to right and unravel
an evil and ravelled condition, let me exhort you to pitch
-on this as your great work, and toaimatit as your great
fcope, thele days that are before you, that a good under<

ftanding may be begotten berwixt God and you, and all

quarrels removed and taken away, by decluring and ace
knowledging your iniquities before him, and by covenante
ing with m on his own terms : This would make much
kindly heart+melting, and would make the communion to
be cheering and refrefhful, when, after a fecretly clofed
bargain with God, we fhould come to reccive his fealy

-

and to append and put to ours: And whatever toffings

and difficulties there may be to get ourfelves made righe
here ; yet we would ferioufly enaeavour to get our heuts
brought up, fincerely to fay wirh the Plilm.ft, Pfal, 16,
My foul bath faid unto tbe Lovd, Tbou art my Lord; and
to win ar a feuled deliberate yiclding to Gad, fo as there
may be quietnefs in it for the time to come. .
" Ufe 3. There is here fad ground of expsffulation w'thy
and reproof 1o many. I know not what many of you are
doing ; moft part, I fuppofe, are taken up about the out<
ward ordinances, but as to the main thing of -makng "f
a covenant with God, as it is holden forth in the gofpcl,
I fear thar'is much negleted and m'skcnn’d : Yet let me
fay it, tho’ ye fhould pray and we p al thefc days, withs
out this it is impoffible that ye can . ha\e peace, ar win tq,
have a good underftanding berwixt Goa and you: rus
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_ yourfelves thercfore to the trial, and fec if the frame of
your {pirits be fuch as holds any tolerable proportion 10

the frame and pofture that Jfrael and Yudab are repre-

fented to'be in here : They are going, we are firting fill ;
they arc eweeping, our eyes are dry, and our hearts hard ;
the humblc mournful way of religion, alas! is much gone
from amongR us. Again, they are renewing the covenant ;
but, ah ! what can we fay, as to the fecuring of things be-
gwixt God and us ? Are nor the moft part as well fatsficd
with their ftate and condition, as if there were nothing
wrong nor amifs init ? Alas! fhall ‘'we flubber and fcurf
over religion, and vail ourfelves from ourfelves and from
others, when in the mean.time our hearts and confciences

might, if awake, tell us that we are not in covenant with

God ? I know, many of you will bé ready to fay, ye are
friends with God; but let me ask fuch, Did ye ever know
and believe the cnmity 2 did ye ever apprehend yourfelves
to be ftrangers to God, ‘and without the covenant? did ye
ever experimentally know any good that his word did re
you, as ro the bringing of you under the bond of the
covenant ? hath any gracious change followed upon it 2
The truth- is, many of you think tha® yc may go. to hea-

wen without the word, and the faving etfe@s of it on your

hearrs: Ye found them (as ye fancy) always-inclined ro
Jave God; ye fuppofe that ye were always in friendfhip
with him ; which, tho’ there -were nothing elfe to prove
it, is a manifeft evidence that ye ‘were never really in
~ #riendfhip with him. But let me ask yet further, Did
" ye ever know what it was, te make ufc of Chrift’s medi-
ation, in the making . up of a .covenant betwixt God and
ou? "Tis like, ye will fay, ye prayed; bur ye might
ave done that, tho® Chrift had never comeinto the world,
and tho’ there had been no ground for yeur acceptance on
bis account. Bur I fay again, What ufe made ye of his
-mediation and fufferings ? I tear ye know little or nothing
at all of this; bur ye come to him, becaufe ye imagine
that he bears a good-will to all finners, and is-very eafy
to be dealt with, and that God the Father is- more in-
exorable and a harder Party to deal with than he ; as if
Jetus Chrift the Son were not as juR as the Father ; or,
o : . . . a8
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~ himfelf gracioufly help you hereunto.

Make fure Covenbnt with God, . 107
as if ‘God the Father were not as ready, thro’a Media-
for, to #ccept of dnncrs, as'thie Son is. I would nsk ybit
-yer furcher, Do ye rhink, or tan ye with any juft reafon
think, that your covenanr is fare, whén ye koow neither
what it is, nor how ye have entred into it? In the cove-
naot, as there i5-an offcr 8n 'Gods fide, {o there muft be
a receiving on yours: Tho' I grant that oftentimes this,
‘to ferious fouls, will be unclear, and it will be their bur-
-den that they have not firong cnough defires to ‘have it
thorow and cléar; fuch poor fouls would put their dark
fiefs, wnbeliet and undexteroufnefs in Chrift’s hind to ve
helped. But “ris 2 Bd matrer, thar, when we thould be
'g;aying you to clofe with Chrift in the ‘covenant, it muft

our work and the hardeft piece of it, to fhuke many
of you out of your préfampiion: “Tis o pleafure ro a,-
God knowerh, to preach you out of the ‘covenanty buwt
your prefumprion layeth.a neceflity on us, to lance you to
the quick, and to featch down to the botrom of your (dres;
becaufe thefe muft be difcovered and lafd open, befofe

‘thére can be any juft ground for the application of confo-

lation: If onée we €ould per you brought under 'a thorow
convition that ye ‘have been deluding yourfelves, we
might yet have {weet, lively, comfortable and retrefhful

-days: If ye were in this pofture, going and wecping for

perverting your ways, awithk your faces towavds Ziom, 6=
wards God thro’ the Mediator, ye might expet God's
‘blefling on thefe folemn-ordinances, and that there fhould
be a covenant made up with him never to be forgotten. O !
be ferious in the bufinefs, and ler not this opportunity go
by you unimproved to the beft and arhedt advantage ; and

T S
Jcr_emigh , 50. ver. 4, 5. »

In thofs days, and in that time, faith the Lird, ths childien
of Ilfrael foall come, they dnd the children of Fudab toge- .
ther, going and weeping i They [ball o, &ud feck the Lord

S “ .

deir God. ,
- . Lgsg o Verfe 5
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. Verfe 5. They fpall ask the way o Ziu, with their face.l

thitberward, faying, Come and let us join ourfelves to the'
Lord, is a perpetual covenant that fball mot be forgottes.

SERMON IL

'@~ Ovenanting with God, if it be real, well.grounded
C and fure, is a bufinefs of incomparably greateft con.

cern and advantage to finners ; but when it is other- |
wife, and only imagined without any folid ground, ‘s

attended with the greareft difappointment and prejudice
imaginable : A mdn in that cafe fancieth himfelf to be in
a ftate of friendfhip and favour with God, while, in the
mean time, he is an enemy to God, and God an enemy to
him ; and is there any difappointment or difadvantage in
the world comparable to thar? It is one great end and
defign of all ordinances, that firangers to God by nature

may be engaged to him, and made to become his cove- -

“manted rcople; it was for this end that Chrift came info.
the world, and laid down his life, and fhed his precious

lm owmom P S TR P

,blood, even to bring finners into a covenant of reconcili~

ation and_ friendfhip with God : And therefore the ordi-

nance, that is pow approaching, is called the New Cowea
nant, or New Tefiament in bis blood.

The words have in them a fhort and fweet fum and
compend ef the gracious frame of a people, turning home

- 10 God, to get a broken covenant made up: Jfrael and

Fudab having deeply declined from the blefled ftate and
condition wherein God had once gracioufly put _them,
their return and repentance is here both propheficd of,
and promifed ; and this is the great thing which they de-
fign in their returning, even to get the knot (to fay fo)
o? the covenant betwixt God and them made falt and fure,
fo as they may never any more be feparated from him,
We fhall at this time fhortly name forne general obfer-

~eations from the words ; the firf whereof is this, 7 bat -
" #here is notbing that a people, who bave any convitions of their '

fin and of their diftance from God, [oould more fingly aim
aty and ferioufly feck after, than to be firmly joined 1o the
Lord i covenant, or to be iu good terms with bim according b”
, T T T T ETTTT T bis



a Bufinefs of the greateft Concern. 169
bis covesiant : For 1icle come ro tiw fame amount, to be
in goodaterms with God, to be reconciled to God, and be in
covenant with God ; by the one we come to the other: This,
we fay, fhould be aimed at, and fought after by all that
are naturally born encmies to God, aliens and firanzers to
the coverant of promife, witkout kope, and without God in
the world, Eph. 2. 12. compared with 0. 1, 2, 3, where, to
be dead in fins and trefpaffes, is expounded, to be ewith-
st the covenant. But morc efpecially thofe who are touch-
ed with the fenfe of their fin, fhould have this for their
sim, defign and endeavour ; ‘as we fee in thefe fpoken of
here, who, when they come to any fenfe of their fin,
this is clearly their great defign and ‘work very fetioufly
and clofly purfued by them. : '

- ‘To clear and conzrm it, take thefe three words. Cona
fider, 1. What - flate and condition man naturally is in’;
2, What God is to man in reference ro that eftate ; And,
3. What covenanting with God is-: And we will find that
there is nothing whith he fhould more ferioufly defign
and feek afrer. 1#, Man is naturally an enemy to God,
and, in refpe& of his malicious defperate inclinasion,
given to thwart with God, whereby God ftands as an ene-
my to him: He is liable to the curfe of God; and God s
as an srancd man againft him, as ob fpeaks ; and he, like -
an unarmed child, running on the bofles of his buckler.
3dly, Confider, that God is not only an enemy, but ftands
ftated as fuch with his curfe againft finngrs, according to
that word, Curfed is every one that. continueth mot in all

ghings written in the law to do them ; and this curfe islike

the flaming fword in the hand of the cherubims, which with
terror, feparates betwixt God and the finner, fo that there
is no accefs for him to God ; and, if he have any thoughts
of God, he istroubled with them; and all the creaturéds
are armed againft him, fo that he can expet mothing buc
comity , from every ftane of the field. 3dly, Confider,

-that covenanting with God is that whereby a' man, who

is naturally at enmity with God, cometh to be in ftriend-
thip with_him, and. hath the face of every thing altered :
The meditation of God is fweet to him ; the creatures are
in league with him ; the angels become miniftring fpirits
o hign ; all God’s difpenfations become lovely, and do

N work

.
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work together for his- good, even thofe thar are in them:
Aelves moft terrible; death and the grave bécome fervants
to him; and, being in covenant with God, lie can tritnnph

over them and all troubles and perfecutions, and fay that. °

he is more than conguevor in them wil,-as it is, Rom. 8,
And faith the apoftic o fuch, 1 Cor 3. Al things ave yoars,
‘whetber Paml, or Apolios, or Cephasy or life, or death,
things prefent or things to come, ave all yours, and ye.ark
€brif’s, Isitany wonder then, that a poor foul, toucired '
with the fenfe of fin, be defirous and folicitous to be im
covenant with ‘God ? And therefore, whether we. look
npon it as a duty, orasan cvidence of a perfon -
bumbled for fin, it is very defirable, and fhould be fe
rieufly fought after. p -
The ufe ferves to fhow, That the great fcope, which
-¥e fhould now have before you, is to have a broken cove-
nant made up wirth God ; .it fhould be your main defign
to pyt this grand bufinefs to a point, thaythere may be mo
,war, but a flanding league betwixt God and you: And
_sherefore, whoever they be'that fativfy themfelves with
’foing abour the ordinances, and misken this, they certsin-
. - -Jy miftake the mark : The great matter is not to come to
the communion, neither is it to win at fomew hat of heart-
fofinefs, or to a little fenfe, which are goed; but it is real-
ly to be in covenant_with God, to be able to fay on good -
ground, Tbe Lordis my God ; my Beloved is mine, and I am
b:s: And when he faith, Retwrn, backfliding childven ; to
be in cafe to anfwer with the hearty, Bebold, we come unte
2bee, for thou ayt the Lord owr God. ‘This isindeed a de-
firable thing; and he is an unhappy man-that deth not,
that will not heartily defire and feek after it~ '
. Scondly, From their very great ferioufnefs,,in going
and weeping, in going to feek the Lord, asking the way
10 Ziom, and from their “encouraging one another to join' -
in covenant with the Lord, Obfcrve, That where there is .
.any fincerity ox begun work of grace, it fbeews itfelf in no-
pbing foomer. than in an impulfe 1o be at covenanting with God,
And 10 bave fome clearnefs therein. For, only to be in cove~
pant, and not to have the knowledge of it, cannot give
ghat peace and comfort which a prefent fad exercife calleth
for ; therefore, fay they, while they are going and weep-
S R ug
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ing, Come andlet us jorn owrfecves'to the Lovd in & perprinal
covenant, that fball not be forgotten: So then, we fay, that
a fincere and gracious work of God appears in no:hing
fooner, than'in this impulfe to have the covenant of God
fixed and put out of doubt; to have this at a point, is
their great defign here, and they are very ferious in ir.
So, Ifa. 44. where ver. 3, there is a promife of the work
of the Spirit in an&ifying; and how is this work of the
$pirit proved ? or wherein doth it appear ? Even' thus,
ver. 5. Ose Jball fay, I am the Lord’s ; and anotber fEall call
bimfelf by the mame on::cob; and anotber fball fubfcribe .
with bis band wnto the Lord, awd [urname Limfelf by ‘the
pame of Ifrael. - The work of God’s Spirit, -when he
comes to fan&ify and fave, is fuch as makes a man run
and devote himfelt to God, with hand, heart and mouth :
Ye never faw people more quickly and with better will
come to the Church at the moft folemn occafion, than
(when this work is begun, or there is any kindly exercife
about it) ferious fouls will be ready (o run with their
heart to fubfcribe to God’s covenant, when the terms of
it are laid out before them. Only advert to thefe ftere
things in this obfervation. (1.) When I fpeak of entring
in covenant with Gad, I mean of the heart’s clofing with
him by faith, according as he offers himfelf in this gof-
pel: When he faith, Quit and rerounce your own righ«
teoufnefs, and take mine; quit and abandon your lufts .
and idols, and give yourfelves ro me, and I will be your
God, and be forthcoming to you in all things that cone
cern your happinefs here and hereafter ; the heart yields,
and fays, Content, Lord, the offer is good, and I accept of
it: And as wives werg wont (as it is yet the cuftom) to fur.

" name themfelves by their husbands, fo doth the foul, vpon

the atter, in this covenant, fubfcribe, I am God’s. Thig
is called a yielding to God, or the giving of the band to
bim, 2 Chron. 30. 8. & Rom, 10.3. it is called a fubmit-
ting to the vighteosfnefs of Ged. (2.) When we fpeak of
this impulfe towards, or defire of covenanting with God
it is not to be underftood of every raw wifh, fuch as Ba., .
laam had, to be in heaven ; but it is a ferioufly urging im.
puife, an earneft hunger and thirft, and an ardent longin
to have this at a point: It is fuch a thirfling defire, as aif
. ' ‘ the
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the world befide will nor be able to quench ; it makes the
foul cager in the purfuit of the thing, even to meer and,
clofe with God in the covenant; Ir is, in.efle@, that
which, Matth. §. 6. is called a_bungrirg and thofiing after
rigbteonfnefs, becaufe it hath init a fixed louging with holy
in, which, Cant. 5. 8. is cslled a being fick of love + It

1s fuch a defire as makes the heart even fant and fick for, .

the want of the thing defired, which can be Guisfied with
ngthing elfe ; no more than a very hungry man can be fa;
tisfied, if handtuls of gold were offered to ‘him; it is
mear he muft have. In this refpeé (which will be the.
reafon of the dodtrine) Chrift Jefus is called the food of
the foul, and the covenant 15 like the pap, whereby Chrift’s
fulnefs és communicated and conveyed to us; for we have
no acccfs to Chrift but by the covenant: Therefore, £pb,
2. 12. thefe two are put together, being' without Chrif2,
and being without the covenant ; and [fa. 66. 11, 12. con~

© werts are faid to fuck and be fatisfied with the breafis of the

.Church’s confolation, and to be danaled om ber knees: Beliew
vers are like new-born babes, whom nothing can farisfy,,
or do good to, bur the breafts; and the ordinances are, as
it were, the breafts at which they fuck, and which are as

* fo many pipes to convey to them fpiritual nourithment : To.
- which the apoftle alludeth, 1 Pet. 2.2. wheo he faith, s

meaw-born babes, defive the fincere milk of ske ward, that ye
may grow thereby ; if [o be that ye bave tafied that the

. Lord is gracious: And then follows, To whom coming as

anto & lving flone, &c.  Jefus Chrift is the milk, and the
word the pap that conveys him: And as the firft: thing
thar evidenceth life to be in a new-born babe, is hanger-
aficr the breaft; ' fo it is here, the covenant farisfies the

new-born new creature,

The UJe of the point ferves to put you to look Back, |

and to confider, whether ever ye have in yoyr experience.
known this, wheremn fpiyitual life thews itleit, even .to be.
bolily fond (or browden, fo to fpcak) on the pap: The
regenerate foul cannor endure to be kept back. from

covenant.  Now, ‘tis very probable that many will carch-
ar this, asa very comfortable mark of regeneration ro.
themfelves, and will be ready to fay, Why, haye we. not;

\
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this defire to be'/?;z éwcnant wguh Gf){fﬂ and, if that wil;l‘
be proof of a work of grace, we want it not: And thefe
Fews, here fpoken of, before their coming to be in this

lefled frame, were ready to boaft that they were Abra~
bam’s children, and that they had a defirc to be in cove-
naot with God ;. but i will be another forr of defire and
cagernefs which they will have, when the Redeemer comes
out of Zion, to turn away iniquity from Facob. Bur, that
ye may know what this defire and impulfe rhar we fpeak
of is, and if indecd ye have it, confider thefe evidences
of it; 1. That it is an ardent and vehement defire, a -
preffingly urgent impulie; not fuch as ye have had all
your days, bur ’tis an effe€t of the Spirit’s out. pouting,
as that parallel place with this, viz. Zech. 12, 10. clears;.
I will (faith the Lord) powr spon the boufe of David the
Spirit of grace, &c. Away with thar grace, with that taith
and love, which are as old as yourfelves. 2’ This defire
and impulfe hath fuch a vehemency with ir, as puts the”
man to his feet, 1o go and pray, and to go weeping: It
ftirreth him then fo, as he muft needs'go, tho’ he be much
in the dark,and knows not fo well and diftinétly whither
he is going ; ‘becaufe love to be in covenarit with God, will
in a meoner make a fool go right to God; tho there is
reafon that he thould feck after help to his infirmity. The
defires of many arc like the flaggard®s defire, who licth
ftill on his bed, and his cafe flays him : This defirc maketh
fome holy ftir; and rouzeth to diligence in the ufe of
means. 3. This defire 15 fuch, ‘as never dies out, till the
perfon be thorow in the point of covenanting with' God;
and therefore, tho’ he fhould be put as it were 'to dig
wells jn the wildernefs, and to go from firength to ftrength,

et he will adventure on it and hold on in his way :

he apoftle; Philip. 3. fpeaks of it as his one thing; and,

. when perfons are fuitably feriouns in this, it is their ome
_ thing, and not a piece of work only on the by; and, if

they may come to it in al] their lifetime, they think (as
they have reafon to do) that they make a gopd bargain, |
and have gaincd a noble prize : Never did a man on horfe~
back, in arace,” fpur fafter than they do, that by any -
means they may attain it. 4. The principle’ of defire
after covenanting with God, holds them conftantly  in aagr

T o g cfti-
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eftimition of, and fucking at it as the means of their life;
as the babe cannot live without the breafls, fo they cannot
live without the covenant, they cannot reft but init: ¥

fpeak not now what believers are in their declinings ; bar, -

when they are in a right frame, they have no being but in:
this covenant ; they muft.nceds have milk flowing through
the breafts of it for their nourtthment, That is a curfed
‘life, or rather death, of perfons, who come to the word,
and care not whether it be made lively or not; and come
to the communion, 'and care not whether they get by it
any life and comfort or not: - And a ¢urfed faith, that kee

* fouls fram making ufe of Chrift; and fuch is the faith of

many hearers of the gofpel. Now, covenanting s the
“believer’s earneft, and they are thereby made to forgee
their fathers houfe, in hope to be admitted 1o dwell with
_Ckrift for evermore. :

Thirdly, ' Obferve, That a well-gualified defive of .cove-
manting with God is 4 good token of sonverfion; or, A rightly
biaffed defive of heing in' covenant with God is the language

- of perfons coming bome to God: Come (fay they) amd let
"% join outfelves to the Lord in a parpetsa) covenant. The
Lord fets down this;as their commendation, and as an evie
dence of his begun gracious work in them: They, no
doubt, had words of covenanting before, but wanted this
right impulfe and defire, and therefore fat ftill: Bat now
-they are much afleCted, ftirred, and put to their feet; it
being an effe@ of the:poured-out Spirit on them. We
fay, this is a good token of a begun work of grace, and
of perfons their-coming home to God; becaufe this im-
palfe towards, and defire of govenanting with God, fpeaks
out thefe three. (1.) The fenfe of their need of him, and.
that they cannot live without bim; and the Ropping of
their mouth with holy fhame and confufion before God.
(2.) An high cftimation that they have of him, a judging
that they have no happincfs but in-him. (3.) e {peaksout -
faith, in their actual betaking of themfelves to him for -
the upmaking of what they want and ftand in need of :
There is fomewbat of all thefe -in the .prodigal, who,
when he ¢ame to himfelf, reekons thus with himtelf, 1. [
perifb for buwger; this points at the fenfe of his need.
2, Thera_is bread.cxoygh im my Father's houfe and to j’l:‘" b'
. o . which

.
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which fhews his believing efteem of the fulnefs-of God
fer a fupply -of his need, and fof making him, a poar mi=
ferable perithing wretch, compleatly happy. 3. His res
folaion is, [ will ge and fay, Father, &c. this holds ous
his a&tual purpofe of covenanting with God, ' which hath™
always faith in it: It is the fama on the matter with this,
Come and les us join ourfelves 1o the Lovd in a perpstaal coves
nant, . N . .
. 'The Ufe of it ferveth to fhew what a feriows or welle -
gualiicd defire aficr covenanting with God is, and where»
ip it confifts: And thofe things that are marks of ir, mayp
ald Gerve for diredfions how to po abour it aright. 1fi, Thas
well qualified or firious defire” of covenanring with God,
floweth from a sawgfold conviétion ; 1. From 3 convittion
of peoples fin and breach of covenant formerly, and of
their diffance from God; whencof we fpake tomewha ”
the laft day. 'We are afraid that many of you think you
defire, when yet ye never knew arghe your gutlt i break-
ing covenant, nor took up aright the diftance betwixt
God aad you ; ke is one fort of defire that a whele ‘maa
Bazh. 1o, fpeak. with the )ph.yﬁcian, and aobther that a fick
man hath ; it is of rhe latrer that we mean here. 2. From
a corwi@ion of the want of God’s company : Thefe here
know now, tho’ they be Abrabsmr’s feed, that yer they
are neverthelefs naturally enemies 0. God and Chrift, and
without. both ; and rherefore they foek him, and to make
3 covenant with -him. There arc fome that pretend to be

- feeking God and - Chrift, and yet they have him, they

think, always in their hearts. Bur fpeak foberly ; did ye
ever want or mifs him? "It may be, at the one word ye
will fay, We hope not; and.at the next word, perbaps, -
Too often: And it is fill but a gocfling ar the beft:
"When. the prodigal came to himfelf, he faw that he had
been: (to fpeak fo) in the wrong clofe. 2dly, This wells
qualified defire hath a kindly. heart-fofine(s with ir, which
i5:a gond, tho’ a very rare thing: Tbey. go bere weeping;
and: when they are a faying thefe- words, Come and:let ug
join to the Lord. in covenans, their tears are trickling down,
Xs is 4 good and hopeful defire, ‘which is exprefled withe
the tear in the cye, proceeding from a filitably affefted:
heart: There are, alas! many.of our defiros-that dli: mngy
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well-qualified defire puts on to diligence, and is not like
the fluggard’s defire: Therefore they go and feek the Lord;
they are cager and carneft in the matter, and are taken up -
with it. This defire will make the man fometimes forges
#0 eat bis bread, and it may be to pray fevem times a day
(what if I had faid twice feven rimes?) and very oft to
withdraw from;all company, at leaft, that is ot edifying
and profitable, and to retire to the ficlds or to the cham=-
ber, quietly to lay, as it were, a chafe by the purfuit of.
faith to the finding out of God’s company: It will make "
him and her go to the pooreft body in all the town or

village, that is gracious, to ask the way to Zion; thisis alfo - -

a very rare thing. Ye all know the ‘way to heaven, asye
think, and this makes you foolifhly confident, till ye run

ourfelves into the mire and into the pir at laft, if grace,
{y making a faving change, prevent not. 4thly, This:
well-qualified defire is a humbling defire: There’s ‘no-

pleading here with God, of the privilege of their relati-" :

on they have to Abrabam, and to the covenant made with
him ; they cannot find in their hearts, nor have they con-
fidence, to do that: They judge themfelves to be very un--
like him, and they carry humbly rowards one anpther,

lad to ask the way at, and to get fome knowledge of ic:
?rom onc another, how they may win forward ; they are
like the Spoufe, who faizh to the daughters of Jerufalem,:

- Gant. 5. If ye fee my Beloved, tell bim:that I am fick of love ;-

‘Take my commendations (asif fhe had faid) ro him, and:
lay out my cafe before him, Such ferious and bumble fouls'
will be glad to take help in the way from any body-that
can give it; which faich, that they are: diligent and pain-’
fal. ~ stbly, This defire, as it may, is always' fetting for=
ward; tbey are going and asking the' away; and tho' they
have a ftroag tide (as it were) againft them, yet the wind
of their own defire and impulfe ftecreth them threugh,
and maketh them ftem the pore; and tho’ they make but.
flow progrefs, yet it is always towards Zion. 6tbly, This:
delire isa peremptory and (1o fay f0) an illimited defire,.
and thatin a twofold refpe&, 1. In refpeét of coming at’
God: It muft have him; and will not fubmit_to the wam'g
o : o

e
i
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Tondly aft&, neuther do they make any change ; the heart *
_remaineth dead, ftitf and hard under them. 3diy, This °
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of him; communion with him' it muft have. 2. In this
refpe@, that it maketh no condition with God of its own, -
but is heartily well content to take him on his own rerms 2
This indeed is a notably good mark of a well-qualified
defire, when a foul defires not fo much to be at heaven,
as to be at God ; and when' it is (as I juft now faid) con-
tent to take him on his own terms. Many will defire God-
and heaven, but with fome fuch fecret refervation as this,
that they get leave to bruik their lufts and idols, that
they may have liberty to tipple and trifle away their time,
to take theig fill of the world, to be in credit and repu-
tation, and tg purfue after fome one thing or other in the
world ; or at leaft they muft be allowed to go about the
eftablifhing of their own righteoufnefs: But this defire is
waited with the abandoning of all idols, without any al-
lowed exception or refervation, and with the rcnouncing

. of felf-righteoufnefs alfo in the point of juftification ; an

thercfore "tis called, fubmitting to the vightesufnefs of Godz
It fays not a word againft the terms of the covenant, bue
bolds all. Thefe things were good to be ferioufly thought
on, and fought after, 1n our approaching to the “table of
the Lord, to renew our covenant with him; and, where .
they are not in fome meafure, our defires will not be found
to be of the right kind : 'It were therefore very fuitable
for you, tothink, how ye may get your hearts quickned
and warmed with vehement and unquenchable defires after
this covenanting with God, and after the water of life.
0! know ye any thing of this? There are fomewho
have found it in experience, and who can'rcprcfcnt it
better to themfelves than 'we can exprefs it: Ye who . .
have had your bearts fanting for God, for she living God, as’
David faith his heart did, Pfal. 42." can tell what raw
withes were before, and that the grace of God works fuch
defires as have another fort of edge on them, and have &
holy difquicting and reftlefs hunger for the breafts of
God’s covenant, and cannot reft nor be fatisfied, - yca, not
live without them., _ :
Fourtbly, Obferve, That a people or perfon may bave fome
[fincere defives after covemanting with God, and yet bave much -
weaknefs, many inflrmities and fears in the- accomplybing of
my
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@ay have this honeft defire, and yet not know well how-
® put the thing in pradtice ; ¢ven tike unto thefe ren-
tioned here, who are going toward Zion to join themfelves
to the Lord in covenant, and yet arc asking the way :
hey have covenanting with God in their eye as the great  »
‘fcope, but areignorant in a confiderable meafure of the ¢
way; yer they fit not ftill till they ger the way (asic
were) defcribed on a card to them, but they rife and
make forward as they may. I nothing doubt; the truthof
this do&rine is known in experience by fome ferious, tho® -
. much roffed and puzzled fouls, who have fomé honeft and

earneft longings after him, and after covenanting with him;
who yer know not well how to win at 'him, or how to =
make this €ovendnting practicable : Thus the honeft well- .
meaning daughters of Jerufalem ask the Spoufe, Cant. 6.
Whithet is thy Beloved gone; that we may feek bim with
thee ? There was afincere defirc after him, and a fixed
purpofe to be ar him, and to decline no labouk nor pains.
. in order tq coming by -him; yet they know not well whi-
ther to go for finding of him: Even like houcft Maiy,
who, $obn 21. would fain have Chrift; and comes to the
grave to_feek him, and, miffing him, weeps; and, when
the angels fpeak to her to comfort her, thar will not do-
it: She continues ftill weeping, and tells the caufe; They
2

R

bave taken away my Lord, awd I know not cvbere they bave
Iaid bim. It was an evidence of the honefty of her de-
fice, that tho’ the knew not where he was, yet the could
not be diverted by any thing from a mournful, retlefs
and diligent purfuic after his prefence. This may pro-
ceed partly, in the 1 place, From believers their infir-
mity, and their not being -thorow in the. knowledge of
gofpel-myfteries ; from their ignorance of the particsand .
conditions of the covenant, of the narure, properties, and ~
promifes of it: If they knew how kind and condefcen-

ding the Lord is, hiyw near he brings his word, how little

he will take. .off theétr hand, how folid the covenant . is,

how fure the Cantioner is, and how -their part of the co-

venant is undertaken for, as well ds God's, they would

not have fuch doubts and fears; hence, Rom. 14. they .
who are weak in knowledge are faid to be wesk in faith,
becauft through their ignorance they have many do;\lx_lla:_s._
‘ v N . . 18
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This makes me. to think, that, if many of you had finceriry
apd ferioufiiefs in the great concern of your falvation, ye
would be much and almoft inextricably puzzled, how to
rid yourfelvesin many things you would meet with in your
con(yition : Becaufe of the abounding of your ignorance,
ye cannot, alas!. tell what repentance is, what clofing
with Chrift in the covenant is, what Chrift’s offices are,
and what ufe thould be made of them; and therefore, if
ye were pat into any ftrait or dump chreugh the fenfe of
fin, it needed be no great wonder that ye thould be in -
much confufion, and did not know what to do ro get out
of it. Ir were good, therefore, that ye ftudied the know=
ledge of God, and of the covenant ; that, if ever God do
you good,.ye may-have fome clearnefs and diftin@nefs in’
the way of the remedy of your evils, and of the exttin -
aating you out of your difficulties. But thar which keeps
many quier,’is, alas! their-own prefumption grown to a
grear height, and the devil’s rocking them faft aflecp in
the cradle of fecurity : It is a wonder to fec fo many: ve .
confident of peace with God, who yet know not how 12 =
is came at ; when God totiches your confcience, ye will be
put to cry, #bat pall we do? becaufe of your igno~
rance. 2dly, It proceeds partly from want of experience ;
hence, tho® fome, it. may be, have light and know-

dedge, yet, wanting experience of the thing; they are at

aftand, and know nor what to-do in this or thar cafes
Juft as if a man were to go to London, and were informed
of all the towns and pofts in the way ;-yet when: he comes
%o advarce in his journey, not having gone the way be-
fore, he is often in doubt whether he be righr: So it is
with many, who from literal knowledge can tell what

- faith and repentance is; but when their fpirits ark jum-

bled (1o fpeak fo) confufed and put through-other, the
mitter looks far ertherwife upon them ; and they “are like
2 man who coming to a fhallow and fafe foord of a river
that' is mudded, vét fears to take it, becaufe he hath not
tidden it before; whereas another, that hath gone tho-ow
it, can confidently hazard onit: And indeed it is no
marvel to fee much of this even amongft believers. A
3d caufe or ground whence ﬁ\ig may proceed, is, prejudi es
. 2 S
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ai the way of God, and of pzrfons at themftlves. Men
have naturally a fort of gofpel of their own, that they
.cannot_go by, till fomeway they be confirained ; and,
when God puts them to it, they are at a fland.: As for in~
tance, there is this prejudice in fome, that they think

_none can go and warrantably rake hold of God’s covenant, .

‘till they be fo and fo humbled; that they cannot go with
convictions or challenges, till they get fome more. decp
heart-work, or be in a berter and more tender frame;
Hence Peter faith to Chrift, Luke §. very unrcafonsbly,
Depart from me, for [ am a finful-man, O Lord; whereas
.David reafoned otherwife, and much more pertinently,
. .Pfal.25. when he faith, Parden my iniguity, for it is great s
. And hence the queftion arifeth, #bat fball we do? and,
.when they are bidden beliete, they objeét, Ah! we are

finners, and have evil and hard hearts; and are unhumbled, -

~.Look what ‘paffed betwixt Peter and his heargrs, 4s 2.
-he layeth out before them their horrid guilt in cracifying
.Chrift ; they are pricked in_ their bearts, and cry, Wbat
Jball ae do? He bids them Repent and be baptifed, which
takes in faith; and, v. 41. it is faid, that fuch as were
kindly. touched, gladly received the-word. Now, I pray,
what if they had objeéted, Can we, that have cven now,
“or a very littke fince, had our wicked hands embrued in
the: precious blood of Chrift, believe on him 2 Come a-
way (faith he on the matter) for there is no other way to

. pardon and peace with God. There was much of this in

" the primitive times amongft the Chriftian Romans, Corin-

_ ghians, Galatians, and Hebrews, many prejudices at and
' wrong conceptions of the gofpel and covenant of grace,

and therefore they would have' patched up a gofpel of

grace and of works ; they- would-have brought in the ce~ -

remonies of the law, and eftablithed a felf-righteoufnefs :
And this in particular is one great prejudice that. the
devil Iaboureth deeply to poflcfs the minds of wakned
finners-with, even to make them think that it is prefump-
tion for them, tho’ they would fain do it, to come to Chnft
4nd by faith to clofe with him, unlefs they be fo and fo
‘qualified: As long as -they are fecure, he-makes them
. take their prefumption for faith ; but the next day, when
they are wakied and exhorted 1o berake themfelves to

Chrif
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Chrift by faift{ l£ calls nhaﬁ alfo {ercfumplion. And in-
deed, as it is Satan’s manner to drive finners on extremes,.
fo it is our way to run into extremes: That which made
us call our prefumprion faith, is the fam¢ which makes us
call our faith prefumprion; becaufe we lay it for a ground,
that it is .our honcfly or good difpofition, and fo and fo
qualified frame, that muft commend usto God : And there- -
fore, while we conceive tha: we have thar, it is the ground
of our prefumption; and when the conicience is wakuned,
aud we find that we want that, we cannot believe, A 4tb
caufe or ground whence this, in fome, may proceed, who
would fain believe, is not fo much their darkuefs and igno-
rance of the way, as the backwarduef, frowardnefs, and
deceit of their hearr, that will not, far them, come up to
it: Such are puzzled and perplexed what to do, becaufg
they cannot ger it well done’and as they .would ; fpch are’
like a good archer that can fhoot well, bur hath a deceit-
ful bow, which, when he hath pur his arrow on the ftring,
and hath drawn it to the very head, ftarts afide, and
makes him quite mifs his mark; the fault and defect isnot
in the man’s skill, but in the bow. We the rather make ufe
of this comparifon, that the  holy Ghoft doth fo in the
feripture, refembling our hcgrt"to a deceitful bow, that
turns afide; fo that they, who are acquainted with theic
own hearts, know not what to do with them, how ro guide .
them, and bring them up untg, or hold them at any thing
that is good; Anditho’, it may be, they could to good
purpofe give diregtions to others 1n fuch a cafe ; yer they
find their own hearts very untra&able to admir of them,
as if they did not fuit or meet with their own cafe.  This
1s indeed a very puzaling difficalty; yet to fuch perplexed '
fouls there is no new diretion to be given, but the re-
newed exercife of faith, and to put the direétions, which
they know, in ﬂpra‘&icc; and when one fhot (to fpeak 10)
mifgives, to effay another: - Not to' feek (as it wyre) a
pew ftring, but to caft a, new knot on it; and, if two knots
thould flip, to caft a third, improving more that grace of
the covenant to make thém hold better; Therefore, 4&s

. 2. when thofe pricked in their hearts ask, what they fhall
do, Peter bids them repent; they were begun to do fo,
and he bids them be doing and go 'on, Ye then that are

: ; M3 ' ~ indeed
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indeed ferious, and to whom yout fhort-comings are really

* your fouls burden, would not think it any uncouth,
firange or extraordinary thing, to find defire and affeéti-
on running far ‘before your light and pradice, (tho’ ye
would endeavour to have them foot-fide) a:Chriftian’s

- defire may be a day’s journey (as ir were) before himfelf,
asto his atrainment: - And indeed in fome refpeét ir would
not be good if -it were otherwife; for it is no good figa

- of progrefs in God’s way, when the defires of perfons go.
no further length than their prattice, or when their

pra&tice falls nothing fhort of their defires : Borh in that
cafe are to be much fufpeéted; for even eminently holy
Panl fees himfelf to be behind, Philip. 3. when he faich,
I think not myfelf perfe&, but ome thing I co, forgetsing the
#bings that are bebind, and veaching forth to thofe things that
ae before, I prefs towards the mark: Where he came one

in his attainment, his defire was ten, in a manner, be-- ..

_ fore him. And fo is it with thofc people here {poken of,
Come (fay thdy) let us join ourfelugs to the Lord; they find
themfelves to be behind, and endeavour to work them-
felves up, and to draw themfelves and one another for-
ward. We maft now draw to a clofe, and fhall therefore
bur touch the following obfervations, and pafs them in a
word, . ' :
Fiftbly, Obferve, That in peoples covenanting with God,
dbeir defives and defigns will -be much [oomer propofed amd
Inid down, than they syill be got accomplifbed and put in exé.

- eution, or than tbey will win to [atisfy themfelves therein.
Altho’ an union be betwixt Chrift and them, yet they are
not fatisfied, till they be fomewhat clear and diftin& about
it: They are like the predigal, who; being in another
and ftrange country, faith firft, I'will go, then he arifeth;
and, I will fay to my Fatber, before he aétually fpeak .ta
his Father himfelf, calling him Fatber ; Some real acting
of faith precceds his mere diftinét fatisfying . ating of ir.
There is a faith in refolving to believe, before there be a
refting of faith or ftayed belicving; and yer ic is faith
that begets that fame refolution : It the prodigal had not
had fome faith of enough in bis Fatber's kouje, and of hie
Father's affe@ion, he would not have refolved ta go home &

- . - an
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" and thefe people mentioned here would not have fet their
. faces rowards Zion, if they had not had fome begun

fhirrings of faith. . ,
Sixthly, Obferve, That it is a good token to be asking ferin
oufly she avay to beaven, tko' the askers be n0t [o clear in it 2
here is fome ground to think that fuch perfons are in
the way; and if they hold on, and follow the dircétions

of the word, they may come thither. It is far better to

* be diffatisfied, and to ask he way; than not to ask, and

yet to be fatisficd with our own knowledge of the way.
Seventbly, Obferve, That perfons may fall very far jbors
of their defive, and bave much 1rfirmity, and may meet with
many puzzling diffculties bow to accomplyb ewbat they
would be at ; yet, awbere a ferious and longing d-fire is wak~
ned after covenanting with God, they fbould go foraward and
follow it forth, This people are fhort of what they defi-
red, and yet they .go; and they know not (as it were)
where 1o fet down the next foot till they ask the way, yet
they go on ftill .asking: There is no difputing here, but
forward we fhould go. I fuppofe, thefc here fpoken of
might have had feveral difficulties ftarted, and feveral obe
firu€tions laid in sheir way; yet on they go: As, 1ff,
this, That they were covenant-breakers ; -yet they, taking
ferioufly with 1t, ftep over that, and fay notwithftanding,
Come let us join ourfelves 1o the Lord in a covenant. 2dly,
They might have thought, that it was a very long journey,
and that they would never be able to go thorow to the -
end of it; befides that, they were under the dominion of .
firange kings, who were Heatbens: So it may be fiid on
the marter, and is often faid to ferious fouls, that would
fain believe, Can ye believe 1t will not be with you: Are
ye not under the feet of many tyrannous lufts? and how
g %’ct they refolve, and muft,
{:5 dare not but refolve to go forward; and the reafon is,
caufe they refolve to take with their guilt, and to make
ufe of the covenant for anfwering and filencing of chal-
lenges; and they refolve alfo, if the journey be long, to
make ufe of the covenant for ftrength to make them hold.
on and hold out in it. The weak belicver, when fuch
doubts are ftarted, fhould make ufe of the promifes of the
covenant, fuch as thefe; Faitbful is be who bas called you,

Mgy whe®
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aho alfo will do it, 1 Thefl. 5. 24. Return, backfliding
gbildren, and | will beal your backflidings, faith the Lord ;
And then follows, Bebold, ewe come unto thée ; for thou arg

the Lord our God, Jer. 3. 22, They yicld themfelyes to the

Lord. A 3d difhiculty is their ignorance. They might

have faid, We know not the way, and how can we think -

o come Where we defire and defign to be ? (as fome will
be ready to fay, We can tell fome words of the carechifm,

but, alas! we know not what it is ‘to believe ? Yet they .
fic not fill for all this, bur, as one remedy of their igno- .
rance, they ask ¢he way to Zion with their faces thitberward, -

JAnd if yeask here, How can their faces be thitherward,
when they are asking the way ? and at whom dd*they ask
the way ¢ The Gentiles amongft whom they live know it
not, and they. have no other to ask at? I anfawer, They
are hanging on God, and taking their marks and meiths of
the way, as he gives them from his word; and there is a
moft fweet word for fuch, /fa. 35.8.- where the Lord
fpeaking of this way, and calling it the way of kolinefs, he
gith, Tbe way-faring man, tho" a fool, frall not err there-
dn: It is the heartfomeft way that can be; Q but it be fafe
for the way-faring finner, for the ferionfly fecking foul, to
have the 'face toward God, for making up of peace with
him ! Upon the one hand, the Lord hedges up fuch per-
fons their way with thoros, that they thall ot find their
Yovers; and, upon the other, he conftrains them to go
right forward; He leads tbe blind in a way they know
mot, and makes darknefs light before them. Are there uot
feverals of you brought far thorow this way, and’ ye
kdow not well how ? élc brought you to faith ‘very infen-
fibly, and trained you on picce and piece, and yet ye cane

pot tell well how ; but ye know certainly thar it was he’:

that did it; and in this cafe, O but it be good, fingly
~ 1o be given up to God’s leading and guiding, qwbo leads bis
Fock like a Sbcﬂberd, swbo gatbers bis lambg with bis arm, and
carries them in bis bofjom, and gently leads them that are
aith young ! as it is,- [fa. 40. 11. The lambs would run wild
and ruine themfelves, if lefi on the hills; but they are
under the gnod Shepherd’s overfight and tutory (to fpeak
fo) who brings home the loft theep dn his fhoulders, and (as
¥ was cven now %aid) gathers the Jambs with his @rm, and

, . _ . gently’
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gently leads them that are with youug: Which not only
faith, that he drives not hard, left chey caft the young ;
but thar, as the nurfe leads the little child ( otherwife than
Jadies ufe.to be led, by a gentle touch of their hand or
arm) by the arm~-holes or by the tugs, when the child
knows not how to go, and cannot ftand on its own feet, even
-fo leadeth he fuch; /taught (faith the Lord, Hof. 11.) Epb=
vaim alfo to go, taking them by their arms. W hen a poor body
hath Chrift a-forming in the heart, he willgendy lead fuch
an one, and deal wonderfully tenderly wirh the perfon. Ye
who comc‘honcﬂl{ to him, may confidently yicld and give
up yourfelves to be his, and guided by him, tho’ ye be
both weak, and know not the way well; if ye can burcaft
a look to him (to.fpeak f0) or be fweetly filent before
him," allowing him to be doing, and to take his own way
with you ; if you lay yourfclves humbly in the duft, and.
wait what he will do to you, he will account that believ~
ing : Tbe Lord is good to them that wait for bim, to the foul
that feeks bim, (aith Feremiab, Lam. 3. 25. To wait om
God's leifure, isa faying much abufed, but it is very good
and commendable here ; /8 is gwod that & man Jbould botb
bope and quietly wait for the [alvatiom of the Lord. Be not
afraid, fincere and exercifed fouls ; I fay, be not afraid,
when he is (as it were) pouring you from veflel to veflcl,
and purting you, for his own holyand wife ends, in fome
confufion, fo that ye know not well_what to do, or to
what hand to turn you; he is wondrous tender of you in
that cafe, and will have a fpecial care that ye mifcarry
not, ' This is a very fweet fubjeé&, if we could fpeak fuit~
ably of ir. Himglf blefsit to you. ‘

Jcrcmiah 50. 0. 4, 5. Going and weeping : Théy fpall
g0, and. feek the Lord their God. S :
Verfe 5. Zhey fba]l ask the avay to Zion, with their faces
thitheraward, faying, Come and let us join our felves to the
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that fball not be forgotten.
SERMON" IIL
T is like, that, atthe ficft reading of. thefe words, ye
I will approve beth the defign that this people have of
: ‘ ' + ebgaging

i
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engaghwy themfelves to God in covenant, and their
endeavour to have their engagement fo folid and fure, as
it may net be broken any more, but may hold tor ever:

We take it for granted alfo, that ye will judge, that the '

difpofition and frame of ‘foul wherein they are, while

"
5

e

about this great bufinefs, is very becoming and fuitable -

for fuch as have dealt unfaithfully and foully in the cove-
nant of God, and are from the convi&tion thereof firred
. and put upon refolutions to.engage with him of new, and
to cnter again into a covenant with him; we hearcily with
‘that it were a piece of our exercife this night, before,
_our approaching the table of the Lord the next day, to
€ompare the frame and fett of our hearts, with what thefe
‘words- hold forth this.peoples frame and difpofirion to be.
We need not now fpeak to the fcope of the words,. it'
being fo clear, and having been touched at before.  There
‘is here a people prophefied of, who arcto be broughtto

repentance aod covenanting with God in the latter days, -

‘whofe fpiritually goad and defirable frame is defcribed;
They fBall go gveeping and fecking tke Lord, each of them
Rirring up another, having this for their defign, and the
‘language of their hearts, (ome and let us join our felves to
.#be Lord, in a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten.

Thar which we would now fpeak a little ro, is; fewo
generals very much becoming-a people who defign and in-
‘tend to covenant firmly with' God : And feeing it-is at this
‘time, in a more efpecial manner, our profefled defign to
clofe the bargain with him, and, in evidence thereof, are
(if the Lord will) to partake of the fign and feal of the
covenant, as fuppofing it ro be indeed a clofed bargain,
or at lealt thar 1t is feriou(ly defired by us thar it may be
fo; they will not ‘be unfuitable for you tohear and make
-ufe of them, o Vo

The firf genetal ithen is' this, That covemanting with
-God, quben people are in earneft in it, will be a veryiuptaking, .
.exercifing awd weighty bufinefs. ‘This is clear here, if ye
confider how thefe people .goabout this work ; they are
in very good earoeft: And there are feveral evidences of
it; shey are weeping and going ; they arve fecking she Lovd,
asking the way to Zion aith their faces thitherward ; and
every one of them flirring pp another to zgnew the cave-

o : T 77 mpant,
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naur, and to caft the knot fo firmly, that it may be 4 per-
petual covenant never to be forgottex, and {uch as may never
loafe or be broken. again. Whence the genetal ig clear,
vz. 'That where people mind in earneft the making up
of a breach betwixt God and them (which is done by
covenanting with him) it will be an exercifing and up~-
taking bufinefs to them, Y e may confider fome fcripturcs
for conﬁrq'zation of this,- which will alfo hold out what it
is; and namely, Mat, 11. 12. Tbe Ringdom of beaves [uf~
fercth violence, and the violent take it by force. The Lord
is fpeaking there of mens making peace with God, thro’
himfclf the Mediarot, by which they are brought to hea-
ven; and he tells, that it is a moft ferious byfine(s, that
will abide them brangling (to fpeak fo) and ufing of vie-
lence ; Luke 13. 25. Stvive to enter in at the fivait gate, for
many will feek, and fball not be able : It is a narrow gate,
and there muft be thronging f,md thrufting to win in at it ;
men will be put to a fort of agony, as the word fignifics,
Confider alfo Pawl’s word, '1 Cor._ 9. 24. So run as ye may
obtain ; infinuating, that there is a fort of runping, where-

" inmen are not in carnefty but indifferent whether they

get the prize or not; and therefore he would have them
making earncft of it, and he propofeth his own pradtice
asan example and .a copy to them, [ therefore vum, net as -
uscertainly; fo fight I, not asone’that beateth the asir: Bus

Lkeep. under my body, and bring it into fubjeltion, loft, thas
by amy means, when 1 bave preached to otbers, I myfelf
Jbould be a caf-away, Thefe are the expreflions of a man,
who is in good earncft in this bufine(s ; and his ferioufoets
therein is propofed to you for a pattern, what way ye
fhould runand fight. Thelike word we have,’ Phil. 3.
13. This one thing I do, ('tis an uptaking work to me) for~
getting shofe things that ave bebind, and veaching forsb to

* thofe things which are before, I prefs towards the mark, for

Ybe prize of the bigh calling of God in Chbrif# Fefus: And,
. 11. If by any meaws (faith he) I might attain snto the
refurreétion of the dead, Every word hath its own weight,
to make it out, thet itis fo hisese thing, that he cares nat
what it coft him, fo be he may obuinit. - :
That which we would fay further on thispoint fhall be
@ word of application, in thefc swe or three Ufes ;,._th;ﬁr}‘
T where-



188  Heart-melting is 4 good Frame '
whereof ferves for infiruétion. Would ye know what s
required of you, ‘asa direction to duty at this time? And
would ye know if thirgs be right in your prepatarion for
the communion ¥ This may be a mark ro difcern, and a
diretion on the matter ; even to be ferious, and to make
it an uptaking bufinefs, your one thing, to be about i, as
fuch an occafion and work calls.you 1o be. And if ye
fhall ask, Wherein confifts this ferfoufnets and uptaking
exercife, in covenanting with.God ? I fhall fum it up to
you in thefe four, which comprehend it. 1. The man is
taken .Up, in refpeé of exercife in his confcience; con-
viftions become frefh, challenges are put home, he is prick=
ed lefs or more at the very heart ; there is fomerhing wich-
in him that gives him a ¢onfcience-alarm; thar puts in'hisg
hand a hbel, and affures him of an appearance before
God's tribunal: And indeed, unlefs fomething of this be,
men will not be in ‘earncft; and it is clearly implied in
the text: For therc are here fharp challenges, thap
make this people weep, as that extort tears from their
eyes. 2. There isa ferioufnefs in refpect of the work
that it hith en peoples hearts and affe@ions: There
will be a kindling of defires to have covéndnting with
God at a point, with a holy. fear left they mifcarry.in the
doing of 1t; and thefe pur together do much take up the
man, and make him feek after. thorow acquaintance with -
his own fpirit, which he finds to be fo fickle, inconftant
and backﬂidir:r; and thus, apprehending the work ro’
be great and difficule, he is put in-holy fear and jealoufy-
over himfelf, Jé& he marr the matter, and make it WOrI{
with himfelf; as it is faid of godly forrow, 2 Cor, 7. 11,
YW bat cavefulnefs, what fear, wbai indignation, what
" webement defive, what Real, what revenge it wrought in them 3
Now when thefe are tumbling (to fpcak fo) thorow-
other in the mian, and he hath an inward wreftling to have
the work fecured, and is afraid le@ it mifcarry; isit pof=
fible, but he will be ferious and fhuch taken vp? And
thisis alfo implied in the words, Come (fay they) and Iet
a5 join to the Lord in a perpetual covenant : Thereis a de-
fire to have the covenant at a point, and they fear it flip,
while they are cafting the knot ; ‘therefore they fay, Let
is be 4 perperual covemant mever to be forgotten: "Tis good
: s ' : , ¥
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to fesr inthe very time. 3. This ferioufnefs is in'refpett:
of peoples duty : Ft makes them pray, that never prayed’
before to purpofc; it"makes them examine themfelves,
medicate, read and confer, that neves knew before what
it was to be taken up with thofe duties: Therefore we
find this people going and fecking the Lord, and exciting

- one another ; they are put to their fect, and to reaching

forward, fo that they leave nothing undone, whereby
they may attain the end. 4. This ferioufnefs appears in
the manner of their going about duries: There is another’

' edge than was wont to be on their prayers, felf.judging,

and wreftling with God ; they are much like 1o Facob,
they will nor let the Lord go till he bleG them’ they
will ftill wreftle, tho’ it fhould be all the night; they can-
not”find in thetr heart to part with him on any terms:

And (as the word is, //a. 6,.) they fhall fir up themfelves

‘to take bold of bim : They are not only going, but eeeping ;

-they are not for the fathon in the work ; they feck the

Lord, and ftir up one another to do fo. May we then

ask you, Are ye thus in earneft making for the communion ? -

Nay (for this is not all) ate ye thus in earneft about cove-

- panting with. God ? which muft preceed and go before,

if things be right? It were good preparationy to have our

very hearts moving and fluttering (as it were) within us .

to be at this, , :

The fecond Ufe ferveth for ¢;cpg[1ulalion with many thae -

pretend a defire and defign of covenanting with God, and ’
that they would be at heaven, but Ket were never in good
carncft to have things at a peint betwixt God and them,
and to make fure a covenant-intereft in him, The moft
part are, alas! taken up wirh poor, low and infignificant
things, with unneceffary things comparatively: If they-
be fick, they will be in earneft about the means of their

health; if they fuffer any lofs in their eftate,ythey will |

be ferious to have-it made up; if therr credit be impaired,
they will be much concerned ro have it repaired ; they
are carried forth with a fort of bentnefs towards thofe
things: But, ah ! where is there a man or woman, amongft
many, with their faces fowards Zion ina ferious manner,

and with a refolute purpofe, that peace with God, holi- -

‘nefs and hecaven they muft have 2 Here is the grear ﬂqr
. . an

.
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and ftand:” And is it poffible, think . ye, that ye can have
Ppeace in your going abeut duty, while ye-are not ferious,-:
nor firive to win in at the flrait géte, when ye' execcife

. mot yourfelves to godlinefs, when ye neyer (tofpeak fo)

* «caft your coat, nor ftrip yourfelves naked, as it were (as
the word, 1 Tim. 4. 7. fignifies) for that ' great work ;i
when ye do.not run and wreftle, as thofe. who mind ta
obtain,” but are inrangled in the things of the world, and.
languith with lazinefs in ever'y thing that'is {pirirually and- .
truly poad ? How few are there undet much exercife -a- -
bout tiie cafe of their fouls, afraid left they mifs the mark ~

-and prize; with jealoufy over themfelves, left they mi(-
take the way to heaven ? How few aré there, who have it
for their one thing, to be fiemly joined tothe Lordina |
perpeval covenant ? *Tis my fear, that, amongft .all the |
great number that are here, there be but very few ta be
found who are in earneft in this great: bufinefs. I thall
hint at a few forts, that: are not in earneft. 1f; Such .
who are very ferious to be at the external ordinance of
the communion, and who will, it may be, take it ill if .
they be kecp back from it, who yet never troubled
themfclves, nor were ferioufly taken up with covenanting
- with God, and with the fludy of holivefs in all manner of”

-. oconverfation, or how to ¢ome by the-enjoyment..of his .
fpecial and gracious prefence ; they can be year and day, |
may many years, without it, and never mifs ir, nor be |
troubled with the want of 1r: Alas! itis not feriouflnefs
to he at the communion, without this, whieh will profic. |
you ; and cven ye thatare pot admitted to the commu-

. nion, sre talled to this, A 24 fort are fuch as are ina.
different in all religious concerns; they care not-far the
comgpunion, and would not be very defirous of it, if it
were not a fhame to them, and fome refleétion on'them,
to be debarred from it; they think, thar whatever in rea
ligion goeth. beyond their jog, is but precifenefs, nicegefs,

* vanity, eonceit and fancy; fuch never knew what it was
to be troubled with doubting or tentations about their
fouls ftate, or the truth and reality of their grace, nor
what it was to be under any exercife of confcience on
the ‘account of much fin and guilr; nay, they are glad
aud can boaft-themftlves that they were never undcr{any
L , © " fuch

\
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foch ferious exercife. A 3d fort is of fuch, whoare very
¢ivil in their carriage, but they have no more; and, if
heaven may be had with céremonics and faic fathiops,
they will be in it as foon as any ; but they cannot endure
to be-at pains beyond their ordinary, to take hold of i,
to do vialence to their own negligence, to take the king.-

. dom of heaven by force, nor in the leaft to amend their
pace, and to be ferious, come of it what may: Thefe .
are a dangerous company ; they have commanigated many-
years, and were never debarred, and fo think thac all 1s
well with them, and that they may fic fill and be at peace.

I thall only fay to fuch, that that was not David’s way,

nor Paui’s way, not the way of any of the («nts, nor the
way that Chrift commended to his bearers ; and, I trow,-

he will not chalk out another way to you, nor take you 0

heaven in a way by yourf:lves, or ina way of your own :,

O be not deceived, for God will not be mocked.: A 46

fert are thofe, who have been ordering and difpatching
their.external bufirefles, fo as they may win to the com=
munion without diftraction by them ; but they have taken -
little oc no pains at all to put their hearts in order; litde
or notime in {ecrer betwixt“God and them, to exainine
and try, whether matters, asvo their fouls ftare andframe, -
be right, clear and diftin@ : "Tis the alone dire&ion thae
the apoftle gives, 1 Cor, 11. 28. Lot 4 man examine . bimse '
[eif, and (o et bim: eat; that's a ferious man, who puts ~
himfelf to that comprehenfive and. uptaking exercife in
carneft, who proves himfelf, if he be in the faith ; whofe
heart  fmites him that he hath not tuken as much time in
fecrer, as he hath done in coming to u preaching. It may

- be, many have come four or five miles to a. preparation-
fermon, who yer never ferioufly once looked within them-
felves to fee how matters ftood betwint God and them: O
fud, lamentable, and fouleruining negleét? -

The third Ufe ferves for exbortation: And let me extort,
befeech, and obteft you, to .fludy to be in good earpeft in
this bufinefs ; Belicve it, the bufline(s of covenanting with
God, fo as, from this time forth, ye-may have it made
fare and clear that ye are God’s, and that Gdd is yours,*
is a thing of greateft concernment ; and infinitely-greater,
than if kings, and fuch .as arc. called prote&tors, were.

- L _fending
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fcﬁdin ambaffudors to treat with you ahout making you
cat in the world. To prefsthis a little, let me ask you,

1o the 1/ place, What think ye will come of it, if the
! covenant be not made ficker betwixt God and you? Ye
will moft certainly live and ly fiM, yea even die firangers
to God, ‘liable to his curfe and wtath ready to be infi&-
ed on you: Q lay this to heart, if ye believe that God
*will call you all to a reckoning, and that he will fay to
fach of you as are not in covenant with him, Depart from
me, [ nevee knew you. Yea, fuppofc there were not fuch
great ground of fear as to thar, as indeed there is; Can
ye promife to yourfelves God’s hearing. any of your .
prayers, the performauce of any promife, or the accept-
ing of dany duty off your hand as fervice to him, rill ye

be in covenant with the Lord ? And think ye nothing or

‘but little of this ? 2dly, Confider the great prejudice chat
follows on not covenanting with God, and that will attend ’
many in the vifible Church ; Many (faith the Lord, Luke
13.) will feek to enter, who fball ot be able. The folid

faith of this would make many congregations to tremble ;

for- 'tis not only many prophane perfons, bur ‘many of
them that countenancte ordinances, yca many of them that
have preached and prayed to -the edification of others,
and many of them who have heard Chrift preach in. their
ftreets, and who have coutenanced faithful minifters, and
furthered the work of God, and who have had indigna«

" tion ar others that did not fo, ‘who will not be able to enter.

. This word, with that other which we have, P/fal; 8.
34. where there is fuch a feeming ferfoufne(s, and ‘pere

- fonating of many graces of the Spirit, and yer neverthe-’
lefs it is but a flattering of God awith she mowth, and a lying
40 bim with the tongue (which is a very rife and common

. thing amongft profeffors, amongft fuch as profefs covenant-

ing with God) fhould put vsin fear. And, gdly, Confider
this, that ye have naturatly fuch hearts as others have,
that are ready to' beguile you, and to backflide and flip
‘but from God ; and, are not thefe beguiles and difap«
pointments of others written for our warning and adver-
tifement 2 And if any of you fhould fay, We hope there

. is no fuch ground of fear as to us, that’s but a bewray-

ing of yaur ignorance and fenflefnefs; for thofe who
: : ;o arg
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are beft acquainted with their own hearts, will tell 'you
that it is a ticklith and difficalt bufinefs to deal truly and
throughly with God: Do ye¢ not know, that many rake
a counterfeir for ‘grace ? And were ye not hearing lately,
that'many hypotrites have perfonated almoft (if there be

‘need to fay, almoft) every grace ? Surcly many of you will

find it truc onc day, that tbe bears is deceitful above all
things, and defpevately wicked ; and that ye have erred and
played the fool egregioufly, and in nothing more than in
trofting your own hearts: For, faith the wife man, He

3bat trufts bis owm beart is a fool. 4tbly, Confider, that

itis now come to a nick and pinch with yau, thar either
e mit clofe the covenant with God, or put yourfelves
her under his curfe, and eat and drink damnation to
yourfelves; becaufe ye have miskent God’s covenant,
and flighted covenanting with him, and fo have come as
enemies to his table, without makiog your friendthip with
him : We declare to you, that, ere the morrow at this

* time, many of you will either have a hit or a mifs of the

greareft barﬁain and of the greateft concernment that ever
was' made betwixt parties; and although ye' fhouldnot
eternally intapacitate -yourfelves for covenanting with
God, which many may do, and bring themfelves under
fuch a fad fentence, that they fhall never henceforth be
quickned nor awakned any more ; yet ye may make your
bands ftronger, and may make the bufinefs of your cove-
nanting with Ged far more difficalt to yourfelves, than now
it might be, . -

‘T'he fecond general obfervation is this, That a foft, sender
and melting beart is a good and_ [uitable frame for covenant=
ing with God. Would ye then know what is a fit frame for
covenanting with God ? It is even this, a heart-melting
frame : They /ball go, weeping as they go ; they have much
ferioufnefs, inward ftir and warmnefs of heart, and that -
makes ® to melt, and (as it were) flow down before the

-Lord: This is according to what we have, Zech. 12. 10,

Iwill (faith the Lord) poisr upon the houfeof David, and
on the inbabtants of Ferufalem, the Spirit of grace and fup-
plications ; and they [ball ok 'to bim ewhom they bave pierced,
and fball ‘mourn, and be in bitterne(s as ome is for bis firfe-

way-

v
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away to Zion with their faces thitberward, and about to
enter in covenant, they are mourning : Heénce, If1. 44. 3,
4, 5 and clfewhere, even almok wherever entring into
or rencwing of the. covenant with God is fpoken of, the
eut-pouring.of the Spirit is fpoken of alfo ; a porving ewater
on biws that is thirfly, and floods on the dry’ ground ; bringing
vivers out of rocks, &c, for preparing. 2 people for the
~Lord- And thiy will be the more: clear, if we confidery
that foftnefs and mehting of heart gives a-man a right im~
reflion of himfelf, and a right impreffion of God and of
is free F‘raqe and gooaniefs ; and it makes the man to be-
come.foldirg, tra&table, pliant and.-yielding to God, and
alfp makes way for much fpiritual fenfe and-comfort, and
for God’s refrefhful manifeRing ot himfelf to the foul that’
is fo pliablc and tender: Tbus the Lard faith, Hof. 2. 14.
J-will alleve ber, and bring ber o the wildernefs, and fpeak
‘comfortably to ber, or to ber beart, as the word is; allsring
~ fpeaks pliablenefs, and that hath God’s comfortable fpcak-
ing to the hears following on it. : o

he, firft Ufe of this point ferves to give you another
smark for trial, if things be right and in good cafe with
you, for covgnasting with God : And, as the upfhor of
all, to commend. fuch a defirable frame as this to you.
Would yé know then further, what 'is a right" frame for
‘covenanting with God ? Here it is, even to have a heart-
melting within, to ‘have a foft, tender and mournful dif-
pofitien of foul. And, would ys know what thisis ? We
think, rhat from the words it may be ‘gathered to confift
4n thefe fiveor fx things that concur to it. y. There
-are fome pricking challenges for fin and wrongs done to
" ‘God : They. bumbly acknowledge, take with, and are
:made fenfible of thefe. 2. There is fome miffing and
fenfiblenefs of the waht of God’s prefence, and of the

. ~want of communion and fellowfhip with him : They know
‘not, well where he is, but ‘they are asking after him.
3. There is an ardent afle@ion and ferious defire to be at

“him and in covenant with him,, a heart filled with love to -

God, whereby it is foftned and made to flow down, as
.wax by the fire is melred, and the hardeft iron made foft.
4. There isa holy fear and carefulnefs, whercby the heart
:is kept from growing cold and indifferent as to ‘bi:l con-
e - _dition
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dition, and from fertling and. fitting down in it; fuch a
fear and ctrembling as old £V bad, 1 Sam. 4. for the ark,
whereby he was kept in a fright : Here is going and weep
ing, with a holy fear left the covenant be again broken.
5.- There isa felf-lothing, kindly humiliation and exercife
of repentance, which efpecially appears in this weeping ;
when ferious looking into the perfon’s own condition fo

_affe@s the heart, as it flows,seither in tears without, and
in fighs and grones within, or in the latter without the
former. Thereisa holy indifferency as to their external
lot, and an abfolute fubmiflivenefs to the will of God, to
be dealt with and difpofed upon as himfelf chinks fic : If
fo be they be admitted into a covenant with him, they
-are fweetly fubmiffive to theterms, let God do with them
what he will : they know it will be well, if they ger once
' within the bond of his covenant ; and that it will never
. -be well with them, if they be without ir. Tho® this be
fomewhat general, yet it will be Yound to be a near, yes,
anarrow trial, If fofmefs of heart befpeak a good frame
and fit for covenanting with God ; ah ! where isit? The
little heart-foftnefs that is amongft us, is one of the:neck-
breaks of religion, and mars our growth exceedingly.
What fhall we fay or think of our condition, when we
call to remembrance the feckers of God of old, who ewatered
their couches awith tears, and made their beds to fawim ; who
mingled their drink with tears, and their meat with weep-
ing 2 O! whatis become of that now ? or, what religion -
is this that we have in thefe days, in comparifon of that
which they had, who were fo ferious and fo much affeéted
and heart-wrought with their religion, when we are fo
chill-cold and frozen, when our hearts are fcarce kindly
warmed, much lefs foftned and melted ? It is no wonder
there be much lamenting for the want of fenft and life,
when there is fo much heart-hardnefs, the contrary of this
heart-melting foftnefs. .
But it may be asked here, How comgs it to pafs, that
the people of God are now fo unlike that which God’s
people were wont to be; fo little foftned, contrite, and -
melted ? I fpeak not of external weeping and thedding of
tears ; for there may be much of that, where the heart
is but little fofgped, tho’ not ordinmarily : ‘Often, when the .
: . " Na . o heart
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heart is inwardly melted, external weeping in fome mea=
fure follows, tho® the one of thefe may be and #s fome= *

. times witflout the other : Neither do I'fpeak of that foft-
‘mefs which is peculiarly requifite for the communion ;

but of that which is called for in our ordinary walk, to
make us folding, vielding, and pliable to God, ready to

“receive any impreffion that he will pleafe to ftamp on us =
~What (I fay) can be the caufes of the want of this, or

that we are not in it as God’s people were wont to be ? I
anfwer, 1. It may'be, that profeffors now have much more
conceit of their profeffion, and content themfclves better
with the form, and with the gofpel’s being clearer now
than it wasin former days: and God refifis the proud, yea,
even pride in the godly.” Trembling, and fuch other evi-
dences of tendernefs in feveral of thofe faints mentioned
in the fcripture, ere not much to be found with us ; we
are, alas! very unlike them: A fharp word from God . .
would have made the ftrongeft of them to tremble ; nay,
the godly are fevergl times in the old teftament defcribed
to be tremblers at the word ; but we, very generally, are
bolftered .up, in a manner, with much flout-heartednefs
and felf-coriceit, as if we were above challenges, fearsy, |
doubtings, and puzzling cafesof confcience: David, Fob,
Paul, and others of the faints, who had not fuch ground

. for that fort of exercife, as moft of us have, may I not
. fay, as all of us have ? yet were more in it than we.

‘Whenee this comes, were worthy of our ferious enquiry :
*Tis probable.that pride and feif-conceit havé much in-

. fluente nponit. 2. We fear that Chriftians now-a-days

have -much hetaken themfelves to the external deckings
and adornings of religion, with negle&, in part at leal?,
and to the prejudice of religion itfelf, « of the foul and. -
fubftance of it: The godly of old were fingle and; plain
in religion, (as Facob 1s called & plain man) and taken up
with the power of godlinefs; but many now are fo muéﬁ
taken with gifts, and are fo fond of them, that a covénant-

_intereft,. felf-denial, mortification and the like, take them

up the lefs. Many of you are at more labour and pain

- to hold up a name, than to mortify fuch a luft as is a felf-

fecking hamour, or ‘te have matters thorow and clear

berwixt God and you. 3. They made more and greater

accouut
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account of communion with God than we do; feckng .
afrer it was a thing they were taken up with, which new,
alas ! is much negle@ed : Becaufe we hear that oar falva-
tion doth not depend fimply on intimate and familiar fel-
lowfhip with God, we arg the lefs careful and folicitous
about 1t ; whereas, of old, the want of it made them fick
of love, as the Spoufe is, Cant, 5. And what longing, faint-
. ing and out-crying is there for it, Pfal 42 7 It wus a
rifon to them, to be in a palace wanting Gud'\i company.

t g‘his is a main ching that foftens *peoples hearts, even to
. have the Lord manifefting himfelf, to have the light of
i his countenance lifted up, afd the beams of his love and

»  good-will fhining warm on us : Téo much fecking of great -
! things for ourfelves, for grandeur or greawmefs in the world,
-4 - in making godlinefs fomeway to/be gain, and counting

“ . gain (as it were) to be godlincts ; alas ! it is not much
our care to have vi€tory over the world, and thar it may
'Ihave lirtle of our heart, and Chrift much of it: 'Tis not

] the defign that we drive with fuitable vigour, even to be

‘] 'heavenly-minded, and to bruik a fdft heart ; Love not tbe
world (faith the apottle, 1 Fobn 2. 15.) nor the things of
the world ; for whofo lovetb the world, the love of the Fatber
is mct in'bim, They fo far overcame the world, that they
Juffered jo, fully the fpoiling of their geods, knowirg in them=

" felves, they bad a better and an enduring [ubfiance in bea=

! wen ; as it is, Heb. 10. 34. But the wicked, and men of
the world, Baving what beart can wifb, even waters of @
Sfull cup ave wrung cut to them ; God's people turn in thither,
and will needs effay and try the comfo-ts of a prefenc
world, what fatisfattion they can yield them, as we may

‘ fee Solomod did, to his grear prejudice ; for the things of

© . the world in a great meafure gor the upper hand of him,

2 and that after the Lord bad appeared tobim twice. ' It were

: 'good, and much to be wifhed, that many of.you did efpy

4 this ejil in yourfelves: The fcripture infifts muach init,
as that which ‘mens "hearts are manly 'carried out after ;
and yet we can get nonc almoft convinced of it: Men
will be got convinced 6f grofs our-braaking evils; but of -
this evil the molt earthly-minded worms cannort be gorten
coovinced: Nay, even good - people are hardly - got
“conviriced of it ; bur ye are not in the lefs hazard of 1t:

N 3 . And

\
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" And we wot well, ‘tis'a plague in the generation that we
Jive in, 'and hath much defaced religion as to its beauty,
in the face of the converfation of many ; "ah! how much
are they, in this, conform to the world ! and how la-
mentabiy littde behave they like pilgrims and firangers in
." it, as the faints did of old I* Lo
As a fecond Ufe of this point, We have ground here to
commend 10 you the ftudy of a fbul-fixing and faftning con=
dition : As ye would not make an unfure bargain with God,
endeavour to have this foftnefs and melting of heare.
This thing is that which makes a man to fit aloné; and to
. Reep filence before God, Lam. 3. 27. and fo to be in a
polture of meeting and covenanting with him : Such of
zou as know nothing of this, and are not afraid of being
ard, cold and dead at fuch an occafion, are in imminent
hazard of lofing a good bargain ; and wo to fecurity and
hardnefs, that hath that as the fruit of it, And, in the
by, we may fay, that there is a wo_abiding many of you,
who have no ferious thoughts of this frame, and efpecial-

ly at fuch atime : Therefore let me exhort you to com-

fe yourfelves, as having to do with God, aud as hav-
ing God's love and favour, and his hatred and wrath laid
. together in the balance, and as having life and death fet
before you; and ferioufly to feck after fuch a foft and
tendér frame of foul, that fits for covenanting, for reneww
ing the covenant, and for comfortable communicating.

But fome may objel# and fay, It is very fad, if this be

peremptory, that perfons who would rightly renew their

covenant, and communicate, muft be in a {oft and melt-
ing frame. ' Anfw. *Tis ufeful, and ’ris needful : Nay, in

fome meafure ’us fimply neceflary, Whar fhall we then

do that want it 2 'For anfwer, I wifh many were asking
the queftion; from ferious minding, prizing and longing
after the thing: For the want of foftnefs proceeds often
from this, ghat we do not ferioufly mind it ; otherwife,
the want of it would much affe& and affié} us, and would
put us to ask afrer it, and God would not fail to give them
direétion that were thus asking the way to Zum.  Yet, for
your help in this matter, I would fay thefe three awords,
1. Once take a view of your cafe, and labour mdhalvc é:
' o0 - diftin
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diftin@ look of it; whar luits are up, what challenges
may be tabled, and keep a good count of them. 2. En-
deavour to have faith in excrcife on God’s covenant and
rromifcs, and be fure that the promife is ficker that ye
ay hold on, and fee that ye make ufe of it according ro
the covehant ; which is dohe, when with your fouls ye
take hold of it : And that is not, nor fhall not be recko-
med prefumption, when ye befhir yourfelves from ghe faith
.of God's covenant and promifes, laying the weight of that
:which ye would be- at on the promife, cleaving thereto
for attaining of it; and in time, thro’ Gpd’s bl:fling,- your
unfuitablenefs fhall piece-mail wear away, .and ye fhall
deconre tender : And apy bit of foftnels -gnd rendernefs
-that ye win at, cherith and watch over it. 3. Make this
-a. particular errand to God, having your eye on the cove-
mant of promifés, and -on this promife in.ic in particular,
.and on.other promifes of this nature and to this purpofe,
-as, concerning.taking away the flony beart, and giving &

-beart of fleps ; of giving 'you 4 pew beart ; of making yow

B i ey

:20 lothe yourfelves for all your abomimations; apprehending,
receiving and clofing with Chriftin the covenant, for at-
-taining of it as a fruit of his purchafe : For it is not got=
‘ten but in the ‘covenant ; and therefore is remarkable
:that this feripture is fet down promife-wife, Tbey Jbail
.come, the children of Ifrael and the children of Fudak to-

getber : Your beavenly Fatber, who knows that ye bave need ’

‘of this sbing (as it is, Matth, ‘6. 32.) will give bis boly .

Spirit tb them that ask bim, as it is, Luke 11.13. And ye
would credit and truft him with the performing of that

romife to you: And, endeavouring to be ferious in hav-
ang this far your task and work, ye fhall find it made
.good for you and- to you.

A b b D b b bbb b S il

Jeremiah 50. v, §,——— Come and let us join ourfelves
to the Lord, in & perpetual covanant that fball not be forgotten,

. SERMON IV.

T jsa moft defirable defign, and worthy to be driven
vigoroufly by us all, to the prefecution whereof it
- N4 - : would
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would very well become us to ftir up and rouze ourfelves
and one another, according to the laudable praétice of
thefe here mentioned, eventto haften towards a clofure of
the covenant of grace betwixt God and us ; to have it found-
‘ing loud in our ears, and to have'it as the language of
our hearts whetted to an edge in- purfuit of the thing,
"Come, let us join ourfelves so the Lord, in a perpetual cove=
mant that fball never be forgotten. It thould be the great
work and bufinefs of a communion-fabbath in a fpecial
manner, as it is our profefled defign chis day, to clofe and
make fure this covenant and bleffed bond berwixt the
Lord and us. . o T
Having fpoken fomewhat formerly at feveral occafions
to thefe {fweet words, 1 fhall not now trouble, you either
with the divifion or explication of them; but fhall inftant-
"1y propofe fix or -feven obfervations from them, and then
fpeak a word to the fcope, and to the application of them,
in the clofe : And tho’ it be but a thert word from each
of them that we have to fpeak, yet'they will be found to

be very concerning ta us, and therefore we would take

the more exat notice of them. , _
" The firft obfervation then is, That there is fuch a thing
_as difintt covenanting, or mutual engaging in covenant betavixt
God and a poor finmer. This is clearly holden out in thefe
words as their fcope: It were to no purpofe for them to fay,
Come and let us join ourfelves to the Lord in a covemant, if
there were not fuch a thing as a covenant-union of God
- and finners, - The fcriptureis full to this purpofe, agd the
treaty of ordinances is kept up fer thisend ; as we have it,
Ifa. 55. 1,2, 3. Ho, every one that thirfis, came 1o the waters,
.&ec. Incline your ear, and come unto me ;, bear, and your fouls
Jball live ; and I awiil make an everlafting covemant with yow,
even the fure mercies ;f David. - This is the fcope that the
ordinances aimat. In profecuting of this a little further,
we fhall, .Firff, Explicate what covenanting is, in general.
* Secondly, W hat this covenanting with God is, 1. In re-
fpec of the Parties. 2. In refpe& of the terms thereof.
3. In refpe& of the ground on-which 1t is founded.
.And; Thirdly, To the form of this covenanting. .
Firft then, Covenanting in general may be cleared, from
what covenanting among men is :. Which is a mutual en-
- . , - . ‘ gag‘l)g
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‘gaging of two parties on mutual terms; the one party
.offering fuch a rhing on fuch terms and conditions, the
other party accepting on thofe terms and cond:tions on
which the offer is made: As we fee in a contra@ of mar-
riage; the man engageth to be the woman’s, on cdndition
that fhe be his; and fhe engageth to be his wife, as he

engageth to be her husband; ' and each engageth to -‘Pcr.
eof

‘form fuitable duties to the other. And we make u

this the rather that the fcripture alludeth to it in this mat-
ter. . - i
Secondly, We are to confider covenanting, as it is betwixt

‘God 'and a finner :  For we are not now fpeaking of the

covenant ‘of works betwixt God and 4dam, wherein there
was made an offer and promif® of life upon condition of
perfe& obedience; fo thar, if he did that which was com-
manded him, he fhould live: But we arc now fpeaking of
God’s covenanting with a finner; for that is the covenant

‘fpoken of here. It isindced a great wonder, that ever

there fthould have been a covenant betwixt God and a crea-

ture ; but a greater wonder, that there fhould be a cove-’

nant’betwixt him and a*finful creature : W hatever is fpo-
ken in fcripture of the covenant of grace, belongs to this

-covenant. 1. The Parties in this covenant are God and the

finner, God’s creature, buta finful creature,; it is the Lord
Febovab, and we the houfe of [frael, and we the houfe of
Sudab. 2dly, The terms of the covenant are not, Do this,
and live : ‘Tho’ the promife be the fame, for “tis life that
is offered ; yet it is not on the fame terms: For, tho’ the

10, 1T, 12, unto which this fame invitation doth kere re-
late ; I will make a new covenant with the boufe of Ifracl,
and with the boufe of Fudab, wot according to the covemant

“sbat [ made with their fatbers ; but this fhall be it, [ ewill

write my law in their bearts, and I will be their God, and
shey fball be my pesple, &c. And, Come (fay they here)

and their engagement is to be his people; and’ the terms
follow, whichare, on God's part, free forgivenefs of fins

“thro’ the rightcoufnefs of Chrift imputed to them, thro’

i ‘ - whom

_life be as good as that which was promifed to Adam, yet
" the terms are far better: The fubftance of this covenant.
" we bave fet down, %r. 30.31, 32, 33. and cited Heb. 8.

~and let us join ifi it. His engagement is to be their God,
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whom they are accepted, as if there had never been =
quarrel ; and, on their pare, by-faith to take hold of him,
and of the pardon of .fin, which feparated betwixt him

and them, thro' Jefus Chrift, as he is offeréd to them, .

Therefore, Rom. 10 6. it iscalled the righteaufoefs of faith,
oppofcd to the righteonfnefs of the law, {poken of before ;

-and what fairh it 2. It (aith not, #%o fall go up to beaven ? .

“mory Who fball defiend into the depth 1 Bt the wird is nigh
-Bbee, even in thy b, and in thy beart ; that is the righ—
Beoufuefs of faith; which we preach that if thou fbalt com-
fe/Vwish tby mouth the Lovd Fofus, and fbalt beheve 1m thy
beart, that God yajjed bim from the dead,: thou fbalt be faved
“That 1s, If ye.make fuitable ufe of Chrift tor your peace

with God, and give up yourfelves to him to be his fer~ -

-waots, ye fhall get peace and pardon of fin here; and
cternal life and falvation hereafter. Thefe in fhort are
-the terms on which Gad offereth himfelf to finners. 3. The
‘&%ound of this, and how it comes to pafs that fuch a cove-
nant is acceflible, is the Mediator’s interpofing in a cove-
‘nant of redemption with the Father concerning eleé fin-
mers; wherein hé hath procured this covenant of grace
betyixe God and finners, by his performing the condition
re,ﬂuired of him in that covenant ; for this covenant of grace
and reconciliarion is nothing eclfe but the refult of the cd-
—venant of redemption, and the execution thereof : ' We had
-never had ground to fay, that there is a way laid down for
-our peaece with God, except there had been a covenant of
yedemption betwixt him and the Mediator, wherein the
Mediator undertook to fatisfy juftice for the fins of the
-cle@, by bearing their iniquities; and hath the promife*
-of _being fatisfied for the travail of bis foul, by his fecing of
@ fied, and by ki jufiifying many tkrough faith in bim ; as
itis, Jfa. §3. 11, Ths gives the rife ro this covenant of
grace berwixt God and finners; and therefore rhefe two,
are put together, Ifu. §3. 3. Iuclipe your ear, come unto me ;
bear, and your fouls fball live ; and [ will- make an ¢verlafi-
ing covenant with you, evew the [ure mercies of Dayid; that

s, the-fure mercics of the M [fiab, the aflignation where-
pt, even of the purchafe ot redemption made by him,

is by covenant made over to the believer in him: And

thercfore, when we fpeak of this covenant, it always fup-
, : g pofcth
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pofeth and implieth Chrift, who, [fa. 42. 6. is called the
covenant, becaufe he is given for the ground of covenant~ -
ing betwixt God and finners; it being by him, and in

- him, that God and finners mect: There being a gulf (as
_it were) betwixt finners and God, he hath made himfelf

the bridge on which finners may come over and meet wich
God ; and the covenant brings us to Chrift: As, under the
law, Chrift was typed out by the mercy~feat and the ark,
wherein_the law was pur, to fhew the linking rogether of
Chrift and the covenant; the efficacy of the covenant flow-
ing from Chrift, and the covenant giving us a title to
Chrift, and making Chrift acceffible to us: It lays (as it
were) a bridge to us to flep on, and makes an open doer

1o us to enter in by, on Chrift, and by Chrift te the boy .

of bolies tbrough the vail, awbich is bis flefb. ,
. Tbirdly, As for the form of this covenanting, it is, as
in orher contralts, God making the offer, and the perfon
accepting it: God’s offer is in the word of the gofpel,
wherein he faith, Come, and I will make 4 covenant with
you ; as the apoftle hathit, Rom. 10, The word is near thee,
even in thy beart, and in<thy mousth ; and the fum of it is,
If ye believe in Fefus Chvif, ye fball be faved : The pro=
fing whereof in the goipel, is the laying of God’s offer
g:fore you; and itis as really God’s offer, as if audibly
he were fpeaking to you from _heaven, as he once {pake
the law on mount Sinai s It being his authority, by which
minifters are fent to treat and clofe this covenant with you;
as it is, 2 Cor. 5. We are ambaffadors for Chrift, asif God
were befeeching you by us ; we pray yow in Clrift’s flead, be
ye reconciled to God ; that is, Be friends with him, by en-
tring in covenant with him: And he theweth usthe ground
of it, For be, who knew ma fin, was made fin for us, thae
ave might be made._ the rigbmufne[: of God in bim. God’s '
offer is, I am cpntent to be thy God, and to make all that
is mine forthcoming to thee for thy good, upon condition
thou quit thy own righteoufnefs, and betake thee to my
Son the Medietor for righteoufnefs and life. The finner’s
covenanting is his formal and diftin&, at leaft his real, con-

* fenting to that offer on thefe terms, faying with his very

heart, I am content to have God to be my God, not b
vertuc ‘of any thing in myfelf, but by vertue of Chrift’s
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fotisfaltion, which hath procured accefs to finners for
peace and reconciliation' with God; and this 15 called &
JSubmitting to Crifi’s righteoufnefs ; So then, therc is a.de-
_veting of the foul to God, a hearty confenting to give it-
felf away to him, to be faved and fancttified, to live to
him and ' to his honour'; as it is, [fa. 44. 5. O-¢ fall fay,
I am the Lord’s; and another (ball call bimfelf by the name
of Facob; and another (pall fubfcribe qwish bis band unto the
Lord > As if it were faid, Whnofe are you ? and the perfon
thould fay, I am God's; for, as plainly and diftinétly, -at
Jeaft as really and folidly, a perfon wroughr upon by God’s
Spirit, gives the anfwer and return to God's offer in his
‘covenant, and refigns himfelf o God, as if paper were
laid" down before him,. and he fhould fubfcribe his name
with his hand te be God's.” There is an' obligation really
“taken on, and a confent plainly given; the perfon with the
" very heart fubfcribing the contraét, which, 2 Clron, 30. 8.
is called a yieldivg or giving the bawd tc God, He comerh.
with ftretched-out arms in the gofpel, and faith, Man or
woman, who findeft thyfelf loft, clofe with me in my Son
Chrift, and thou fhalr be faved ; and our confenting is,
our heart’s catching hold of that word, and yielding to
him, as one ftriking hands with another: with whom he
hath before been at odds and variance, in fign of his be-
ing content and fatisfied to be reconciled to him, and of
his being fo in very deed. . - '
" ‘The fecond obfervation is, That this covenanting with God
bath with it, or in it, a near urion and conjunftion with the
Lord. Let us (fay they) join ourfelves to sbe Lord in a per-
petual covenant, The word joiring bath in it a fpecial em-
- phafis, being fuch as is afed to fet out the conjuniion rhat
is betwixt the husband and wife ; For this caufe (faith the
Y.ord) pall'a man leave fatber and mother, and cleave to
bis wife, and fo the wife cleaveth to her husband: Thus
the word is, Gen. 29. 34. Now /ball my busband be joined
80 me; therefore lbe called bis mame Levi, which flows,
from this root, added ot joined. - In profecuting this tpoint’
‘a litle, we would fpeak fhortly, 1. To the nature of this
union. - 2. To the properties of it, . 1ff, As to its nature,
we would confider, that there is, 1. A legal union, wherein
By contraét and bond there is a transfernng of the inter’eﬁf
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‘of one party to another,” which is here; for God
comes the finrer’s God, and the finner becomes God’s own,
as his portion and property : Even as, in marrisge, the
husband is the' wife’s, and the wife the husbind’s 5 and the
relations ftands, tho® they fhould be in feveral kingdoms.
2. There is a myftical union, which is {pirirual and more
myfterious, whereby,God becomerh one with covenanting
finners, and they become one with him; God by his Spi-
rit dwelling in' the covenanter, and the covenanter dwel-
ling by faith in God: Which floweth from the former
mutually transferred right or legal union, and followeth
onit; in which refpe& ir is (2id, 1 Cor. 6. 17, He that
is joined to the Lord, is one Spirit ; he is God’s temple, and
God by bis Spirit dwells in bim. By this ome Spivit, is meant
a fpiritual conjunétion, union or communion; whereby
God takes hold really of the foul by his Spirit, and the -
_{foul takes a real hold of God by'faith: They do mutual- -
. ly embrace cach other, as the "hushand doth the wife, by
vertue of their union. 3. This union implieth a nearnefs,
a friendlinefs, an intimacy and familiarity, and ir is oppo-
fed to diftance and eftrangement from God: The cove-
nat, really entred into, 1s like a bond to keep the belie-
ver-near God, glued (as it were) and ftraitly joind to him ;
or it is a cementing with God, to fpeak fo : By this cove-
nant, God and finners are made near, and kvit to ene ano-
_ther, and kept from ever feparating; there’s fuch a near.
and ftrait unton betwixr Chrift and believers, as is berwixe
- the foundation or corner-ftone and the houfe, yea, asis’
betwixe the vine and the branches, £pb. 2. Fobn 15. .
2dly, As for the propertits of this union by covenant,
afew of which we fhall oply now touch at, not having
accefs to inlarge, as this fubje@ by itfelf would require.
1. Itis wirh the Lord himfelf, not with-any benefir, com-
mon gift or grace or mercy ; thefe follow the union with
himfelf: The covenanter becomes one Spivit with bim, as is
faid ; and faith the apottle, ?b. 5. We are ffib of his
fiefo, and bome of bis bome, 2. This union is in and thro’
Chrit, by whom it is made-up; he beiog the temple and
tabernacle, or meeting-place, wherein we meet with God.
8o that we arc not anxioufly to enquire, nor curfoufly to "
difpute here, how our union with &od, and with the Ngc_-
1 A : i
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diator do differ; we unite with God in him, and upen the
grounds of his redemprion, in which refpe@ our union
with Ged is more mediaie. 3. This union’is very friend-
ly, moft firm and indiffoluble : It is 8 wonderful near and -
ure union, ‘Tis an inexpreffible union, and therefore
we muft here give over fpeaking further to it, only look-
ing to a word of it, Fobn (7. 21, 23. in the 21. verfe faich
our Lord, Tbat they all may be one, as thou, Fatber, ars
. in me, and I in thee; that they alfo may be one in us: It is
fuch an union, by the believer’s being in.God and. in the
Mediator, as is that, whereby God and the Mediator are
otic ; tho' no parity is here to be underftood, bura refem-
blance only, And, ©. 23. I in them, and thou in me
that tlkey may be made perfeft in one. [ in them, here the
‘union is moft immediate ; and thow in me, there the union
i§ moft mediate, viz. by God’s being in the Mediator,
dwelling in the believer, and the believer’s dwelling in -
God (the fulnefs of the Godhead being in the Mediator)
by his meeting with God thra’ faith in the Mediator : And
indeed, were there no more but this, it faith that this
covenant 'is a good bargain.

The third obfervation is, That union with the Lord by
#his covenant is acceffible to a vun-away finner, that batb per-
verted bis aay, wpom bis coming aright to clofe with bim
berein on the terms of it. Who are thofe coming here to
join in covenant with the Lord? It is even thofe fpoken
of, Fer. 3.6, 7. Backfliding childven, treacherons dealers,
who are bidden returs, and be will. beal their backflidings ;
which could not be, if this covenant were not acceflible
to finners. Nay, let me fay, there is fcarce any fort of -
fin, butr the Lord out-faceth-it in his covenant; as we
may fee, Fer. 3. where the Lord faith, Thou baf played
. sbe barlot with many lovers, thou baft [poken and done evil as

thou couldft ; yet, wilt thow mot from this time cry umto me,

MMy Fatber? If we look to the grofnefs of fin, were it like
Jearlet or crimfon, Ia. 1. 18. it /iall b# made qwbijte like fnow
and wool: If yeba willing and obedient, faith the Lord,
.to clofe a covenant with me, ye fball eat th: good of the -~
land. In the propounding of the covenant, he will
take away that exception (of the grofnefs of fin, which

might fland in the finner’s way, were it cven rotten hyp;;_- .
: ' crfy -
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crify, deteftable inditferency and lukewarmnefs in the
matters of God, putting the perfon in hazard to be fpew-
ed our of Chrift's mouth; yet he faith even to fuch (if
they will indeed rake his counfel, and b content ro have
. their deadly evils,removed, and theis wants fupplied)

connfel thee to come awd buy of me eye-faloe, gold and gay~
ments; And, Bebold | fland at the door and knock ; if any
man will open the door, I will come i to bim, and [up with
bim, and be with me, Only take this word of advertife-
ment here, and then I fhall clear aud confirm the do&rine
further: When then we fpeak of @inaers accefs'to God by
this covenant, we mean, that there is accefs, only on cou=
dition they take with their faults, and come weeping, hearte
broken, and fomeway fuitably affe@ed with their fin:
" Thefe only are the perfons thar may comfortably expe&
this accefs; he feeks after fuch, tho’ he will f{nd none
fuch till he make them fach, For farther clearing and
confirming of i then, we would cenfider thefe four
things. 1. God’s end in the covenant, which will make
out this, that there mu@ be accefs to a run-away finner by
this covenant to union with God, when he comes home te
him in the way of repentance and believing ; becaufe his
end in the covenant is #o fave fiuners, often (poken of ; to
Juppify the wngodly, Rom. 4. 5. 10 dwell with rebels, Pfal.
68. 18. to get a name and a praife to bimfelf of being gra=
cious: As it cannot admir of, nor lerin a finner, but on
this condition; fo it cannot but accept of a finner having
this condition. 2, We would confider God’s contrivance .
of the covenant, in making it fuitable to fuch an end, fo
" as it may make the riches of his grace to fhine, and m
‘be effe@ual for the gaining of fouls ;" and therefore, 2 Sam.
23. 5. it is faid, in this refpe, to be ordered in all things
and fure; and Fer. 31.33. compared with Heb. 8. the fub-
Atarice of it is fer down compended in a few words, 7 will
pardon sheir inigaity, and vemember their fin no more, &e,
37 We would confider the adminiftration of the cove-
‘nant : "Tis not in an immediate way, as that firft covenant
- made with 4dam was, wherein there was no Mediator, . .
ncither was there need of any; but itis in a mediar¢
.way, by a Surety and Mediator, who hath taken on and
engaged for the debt of the covenanting finncr, and hath
o - , Ulle
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undertaken for his through-bearing. - Now, why is this-
adminiftrarion and difpenfation:? but becaufe the ptrincipal
debtor is a bankrupr, and not able to fatisfy for himfelf ;
therefore he hatb accefs to come and get pardon, and to
be friends with God thro’ the Mediator. 4. We would
. confider all the properties of the covenant, cfpecially the.
. freenefs of it, and we will- find thar they fpeak out thisz
« It is a covenant of fure mercies, Ifa. 55..3. and all the pro~
mifes and articles of it refpe finners, and hold forth this,
thar thereis a way laid down, how a finner, at feud with
God, may get this union made up by covenanting with
him. _ , :
The fourth obfervation is, That covesanting with God is
& very fbort cut for the quicting, peace, and bappinefs of &
sreacberous backfliding finner : ‘Therefore, when thefe
people, here fpoken of, are, in their holy heat and*warm-
- nefs, ftirred up under the conviction and fenfe of their.
guilt; as the fhort cut to come to.peace and a happy con-
_ dition,. they fay, Come and let us join ourfelves to the Lord

in & perpetual covenant. It is the accepting of God’s offer, - N

and being content to be his on the acccount of Chrift’s:
righteoufnefs, that they propofe to .themfelves as the
ground of sheir calm, quictnefs, and happines. This
obfervation implies thefe #bree things. 1. That covenan.
-ting with God doth fully make the covenanter happy) tho®
formerly he hath been a miferable finner ; and O this is a
good bargain, that makes a finner compleatly - happy ! it
makes him'to Qay, -Whom bave'I in beaven but thee? and
2bere is nong upon the earth that 1 defire befide thee, Pfal. 73.
T thall name a few fcriptures, to fhew the full hdppincfs
of a finner that enters in this covenant: The frft where=
of is, 2 8am. 23, 5. Ahthe’ my boufe be not fo with God, yet
be bath made 'with vie an everlafling covenant, well ordeyed
in all things and fure; and this is.all my [alvation, and ail
my defire: It is menfura woti, even all that heart can with,
And thefe words being confidered, as David: the fweet
finger of Ifrael his laft words, when he is a-dying,: they
clearly imply a commendation of this covenant as full for
'the happinefs of a finner. Another paflage is, Rew. 21. 3.
He sbat overvometh (pall inberit all things: -How is that?
even thus, 1 will bé bis God, apd be fball be my fon; thac
; . T . B

!
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i¢ in fubflance, I will declare myfelf to be in covenant
with him: This is the compend -of the compleat happi+
fets of glorified faints in heaven, and the begun happi-
nefs of believers, of fojourning faints here on earth, in
a lefs meafure and lower degree ; for in heaven God will
bealiin all: And is not this a good bargain, and good
to finners  which commends it the more. A third place
is, Rom. 8. where "tis told us, that nothing c¢an be laid to
their charge, but tisanfweted in this covenant. They have
a Cautionet to pay their debt, and to firengthien them for'
their duty ; [ will (faith he) be their God; and they [ball

Jball not depart from me : I will pavdon their iniguities, all

:| bygones, and beal  their backflidings, they fhall not get
:1. leave to go from me ¢ Would ye. be pliable and yiclding
- to God’s covenant 1 [ will put my law in their inward partsy

and arite it in their bearts, and a new beart will I give un~
o themy and <bill caufs them to eyalk in my fatutes, and to
dotbem. 2. The doélrine implies, as it is a full covenant,
or makes the coyenanter fully happy, fo it “makes him

fickerly and farely happy : 2 Sam. 25. §. it is a covenant

well ordered in all things and’ fure. W hoever by faith be-
take themielves to Chrit’s righteoufhefs, and lay hold on
this covenant, may expe@ communien, with God, as certain-
ly as Adam before the fall had it ; for ‘tis the fame God,

that promifeth, who is as faithful as ever he was : Hence "tig’

called & word tried as fiiver in a furnace [even times ; a pure
word, that cometh out of the furnace always as mafly and
weighty as it wentin. . Andjthe ground of the covenant

is called a tried Corner<fione, a fure Foundation, 3. It im=

plies, that as it is a fure, fo it is a compendious and"

fpeedy- way+to happinefs, and of deliverance to the finner 3
which maketh much for God’s praife:- He is a very prefent
belp in time of trowble, or a [predy belp, Pfal. 46. So, Pfal.
32 5. 1 faid ({aith David) I wonld confefs my tranfgre[fion,

and thou forgaveft the iniquity :f my fin, immediately (as -
e

if he had faid) upen my coofeflion, without longer de«
lay : And, Rom. 4. 7. this Pfalm is made ufe of, to dee

~ monftrate the rightcoufnefs which is by faith io Chrift. -
The fifth obfervation is, gbgt [innersy who ave bying undev

a

=
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bcinﬁ. Chrift’s Tarisfation, it makes it fure ; therefore he

 be my people : I will put my fear in their bearts, that they
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a quarvel with God, and bave the offer-of a covenant, fbould,
~ betake themfelves to it, ard without delay put & clofe to the

bargain betwixt God and tbem. Come (fay they here) and
let us joim owrfelves to the Lord, in a perpetual covemant ;

whereby is holden out, that, when a finner hath accefs to
the covenant with God, he fhould flee to it, and take hold
of it quickly. In this refpe@, covenanting with God is

compared to fleving in to the city of re{ngc, Heb, 6. That -

which I mean is, 1. That a finoer, who hath this covenant
in hisoffer, fhould rake no other way for juftification and
freedom for fin and ‘wrath, but hold to this only, and
feck to be juttificd by it. 2. That he thould do itfpeedily =
When rthe word of the gofpel faith, Ceme ; he fhould an.
- fwer, Lo, I come unio thee : When God by the preachin
of the gofpel maketh a gracious declaration, that he wiﬁ

accept of loft finners that come to him, and faith, This. is -

the day of [alvation, this-is the accepted time, as it is, 2 Cor.
6. 3. and when by his minifters he waiteth on you, invi=
teth and wooeth you, y¢ fhould prefently, without delay.
or demur, clofe with-the offer, and accept of - the invita-
tion. S - .

The fixeb obfervation is, That thofe who ove comvimeed
.that they bave finned, and wowld fain be in covenant with
God, fbould endeadour to bave it shrougkéd and made furve,

%0 bave it an abfdiutely clofed and emded bargain. Thisis

very clear in this people’s practice, who concernedly fay,
Come let s - join ourfelves in a perpesual covenant nmever
20 be Yorgotten ;. they think they eannot get it made
fure enough, and therefore they join in a.covenant mever
2o be forgotien, to-be perpetual; they judged that it could
. not poflibly be made too fure : Which manifetly faith,
that wheri God giveth an opportunity to enter into, or re-
new a covenant with him, we fhould be holily folicitous, in
very good edrneft, and greatly concerned to have it made
ficker, as the-word is, Neb. 9. v. laft, e make a fure coq
wenant and write it, \and oup, princes, Levites and priefls: fea)
wntoit. That word, Ifa 44. 5. is remarkable to this pur-

pofe, Ove fall fay, I am the Lord’s ; and another fpall call.

. bimfelf by the wame of Facoh ; and awother pall fubfcribe

. avith bis “kand unto the Lerd ; that it might fland (as it
- “were) over his hedd, as being formally and cxplig:itcly__ge&-
- A . ’ :i‘l:?v ) sag .‘:
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ga ed in, with heart and hand : And they that know bow
ickle and inconftant their hearts are, and how prone to
deal loofely and unfaithfully in God’s covenant, have good
feafon to look to this, that all be fure work ; that they get
not the fhell for the kernel, and go aot down to the grave
. with a lie in their right hand. | ' o
The feventh oblcrvation is, Tbat there are fome times bes

. fide otber times, wherein [ome people befide others bave it pun—

'+ gently put to them to enter in, and 10 renect their covenant with
"God.  Thefe here fpoken of, who fay, having God's pref=
fing call to it, beforc they faid it onc to another, Come and
 Jet us join to the Lovrd in 4 covemant, arc put to it more than
-others, and at cbis time more thdn atanother, Ina word,
people are then put to it in a more efpecial manner, 1. At
fuch a time when the gofpel is clearly, convincingly, and .
werfully preached unto them ; preaching of the gofpel
g:ing God'’s way of meeting and treating with finners, and
the minifters and preachers thereof being as his ambaffa= -
dors commiffioned and fent forth by him to treat, and clofe
a'treaty wvith finners, on the terms contained in theif com=
miffion ; which when they with fuitable concernednefd
and carncftnefs do, their- heaters are the more put to it
2. They are thus put to it, when fome flirring and warme.
tehs of affe@ion towards covenanting with God is wroughe
inthem ; or when their own frame, thro® grace, preflcth
"| themon to it; as we may fee it did in this people. 3. When
the Lord oftner than once or twice, in frequently renewed
opportunities of this kind, puts pcc;]‘)‘l)e to it ; and more
efpecially in the facrament of the Lord’s fupper : The
very fight and offer of the elements in the communion
fpeak plainly, on the matter, to the communicants, Are
r ye indeed in carneft in the great bufinefs of éovmanting
. with God, fince' ye are now to receive the feal of it? I
5| ye be not, ye notably profane the ordinance, by’ fetting a
»| feal to a blank charter: Itis therefore called thelcoverans,
- Tbis is the cup uf the mew covemant ; becaufe it puts you in
°| mind of the coyenant, and. puts you to it, whether ya
:| will really engage in it. It is like the king's appointing a
»| day for IZaling of pardons to rebels; his proclamation fir@
/| puts them to 1t, to accept of the patdon ; sext, the he-
-| ralds put them toit; and gt_cn, lafily, the ke and fived
; g . a - fme
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ime or day of the fealing, puts them moft of all to fr ¢
And fo if is with you in this ordinance, that we are by’
and by to be about. . : ‘
We come now to the application of all, wherein we thall
not infift on all things that thefe do&rines minifter ground
for ; but fhall pitch on fome moft ufeful, and which are
the great fcope of -the text and of the day.
And, in the 1 place, I would befeech you to endeavoutr
to gather and compofe yourfelves, and gravely to ponder

o = 22

what it is that this day ye are preflingly called to; itiseven .

* this, Come and let us join ourfelves to the Lord, in a perpetual
. covenant never to be forgotten. Know and believe, fhat
there is fuch a thing as covenanting with God; that God
is dealing with. you to covenant with him ; and that it isa
good bargain : To you is this word of falvation fens.. And
ye fhould be very ferioufly thinking how. to get it ac-
cepted and made ufe of, how to receive this offer by faich,
and how to ger yourfelves given up and away to him;
"becaufe in this covenant (as I fhewed before) there is a

X
a

*

‘mutual engaging,: God offers himfelf, and all that is in

him, to be ours, and ro be made forthcomisg for our-good ;
and we by fairh clofe with the offer, and give up ourfelves
to him to be at his difpofe. Have ye any ferious thoughts

of this? Put yourfelves to it, and we in the name of thé -

Lord put you toit; for we cannot well proceed any fura
ther, till ye be at fome point in this: Are ye in carneft 2
is this your errand in being here to day ? if not, why are
ye come hither ? is it to fec how the day goeth? or, isit
only to get your communion, as ye ufe to {peak ? Alas!
what’s that ? it is to covenant with God, ancf,,c

¥

ere ye de-

rt this place, to put ir to a point, that it may be a clofed ’

ajfain; that thould be your errand.

" And therefore, in the 2d place, we-tell . you, that the
grcat God is content to covenant with poor, fecklefs and .
nful creatuses ; whereat. we mdy wonder, and fay, Isit |

fo in very deed that God will dwell with men on earth ?

. : < : : i
will ' he indeed covenant with men, with finful
men, with treacherous-dealing men; . with backfliders ?

Yea, we tell you, that it is fo ; he 1s content to be your |
God, and that ye poflefs all things in him ; content to |

pacdon you all your fins, to give you grace and glory, even °

every

1 t
N
'
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every good thing ; to~enrer you heirs to a kingdom, and
on good and eafy terms; to do it frecly, withous money and
awishout price, if ye be but indeed content to accept of
his offer on his eafy and very reafonable terms: And may
not your very hearts laugh within you ar the hearing of
* the glad ridings of this covenant, and that God is yer con-
tent to make it up'with you ? O how fappy ‘and mafly is
this ! and that is a yery {weet word to this purpofe which -
we have, Pfal. 16. 6. God, evenm our own God fball blefs us,
which may make the believer fmile.  This relation’of our
own maketh thé blefling double ; and it flows from this for-
mal (ar leaft, real) covenanting and union with God, and
. the believer hath'a right to this and all things :, He-hath
‘here ap offer, and another fort of 'right, than he hath to
his houfe and land or clothes; ’tis a right ro God, that
giverh a right to thefe things, I mean a fpiritual right ;
for we fpeak not now of that which is civil: Let us,
therefore, ftay ourfelves and wonder, and be ftirred and
affe@ed with.t, that the infinite and all-fufhcient God is
content to make this good bargain, and even now to make
| it wich us tinners, even with infignificant and unworthy
| us
‘ 3aly, We make proclamation of this bargain to you, and
_avouch, that there is falvation_offered to finners, and to
be had thro® - Jefus Chrift: The Lord alloweth and war-
ranteth'us to make this proclamation, a5 well as he did
Feremiab, when he faith to him, Chap. 3. 12. Go and pro-
“¢laim thefe words towards the vorth, Return, thow backﬂ}ding‘-
| Ifrael, and I will not caufe mine anger to fall upon thee; for 1
.| am merciful, faith the Lord, and will mot keep anger for
| ever-: He alloweth, fiay, he peremprorily commandeth that
ye fhould be purt to it; and therefore, when we have liid
the covenant before you, what fay ye to it? what will ye
e do ? we muft have an aofwer from you: Ye have hisword
1 and oath for confirmation .of it ; O believe and take hold _
| of it, and ye fhall gét the fealfrom us as hits commiflioners,
"who treat with you, according to our commiffion, in his
“name. And here we muft be particular, and be ye partir
cular with yourfelves: Take and reccive what we fay ro
1 'Lou witha _warr@ﬁt, as the word-of the Lord; foritisng
| lefs bis word now, than it was when Feremiab and the
C " 03 . .. ether
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other prophets fpoke ir, when -the apotties fpoke it, yes,
when Chrift fpake it himfelf: It is the, fame covenanc,
and the fume word, that this day ls preached to you ; .the
L.ord calls us to flir up otrfelves, and o fay in good earneft,
“Come let us join to bim in a perpetual covenant. 1. The Party
inviting is the LORD JEHOVAH in the Mediator ;
and fare he is a moft, yca, the moft excellent Party; Tby
Makey (faith he, Ifa. 54.8.) is thy Husband. 2, There
are in this covenant excellent promifes: Godis content to
be your God, and to take you for his peoplc and fpoufe,
"to pardon your iniquity, to heal your backflidings, to
fan@ify and fave you, and to make you cternally happy ;
and are not thefe defirable 1 3. It calls you to give your-
“felves up to him'; and indeed it is very reafonable, that, if
the husband give himfelf to the wife, fhe fhould give her.
" felf to him. - Are ye then content to treat with God in the
Mediator, and to be his on his own terms ? Itis goodto '
meet and treat with God'in him. Have ye any ground to

exceprt againft this ? doth it pleafe or difpleafe you ? fay to -

_it, tell your mind : For I declare to you, thar, if ye get him -
to be yours, you muft nceds be his. I fear, many of you
ftand and Rick at this, notwithftanding the high reafongble-
nefs of it : Is this, think ye, an evil, difadvantageous, or
prejudicial exchange? Whether is it better that the one

- and only true God reign over you, than that Satan, 4nd a
multitude of firange lords, your lufts, taking the throne
{as it were) by turns, fhould reign over you? It is both
fad and ftupendious, that ever this thould be fuffered once
to come in qucftion or debate ; and yer, ulas !"it is this,
or fomething like this, 4t which it will ftand. Either ye
will not take God for your God, or.ye will not give your~

fclves to him to be his people; on his.own very reafonable
* and ‘eafy terms ; and I trow, ye will make no better. I

would, therefore, yet again put you to ir; for it is the
very thing that ycare called to, the great bufinefs of the.
day, and it is come even to the fhock. R

* And therefore, labour 1o be at a point, whether ye

v will clofe with hif or not : If ye will fincerely fay, We

take the Lord to be. our God; and give ourfelves to him,
to be his people and fervafits; then we fay to you, anc‘l_:f- k
N “e . v . . ! r¢
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. fure you in hishame, that thiscup, that by and by ye are
to drink, fhall be, according to his warrant, the mew cove-
nant in bis blood. . And, to prefs .you to the thing, let me
but ask you a few gueflions. 1. Is there not need of cove-
nanting with God.? are there not many fins on ypur
fcore ? is there not a quarrel berwixt God and you? is.
not this bargain meet and fuitable for you, which holds out
remiffion of fins and peace with God ? are ye not urgents
ly called to it 2 Aud what ground of challenge will it -be,
think ye, that this was in your offer, and on very. free ahg
cafy terms, and ye would not accept of if, but woul
necds-defiroy yourfelves 2 * 2, df there bg fin.an-d quar~
rel, is there not a neceflity to have it taken away ¢ Have.
ye laid your account and refolved not to be folicitous and
careful, ‘whether ye he friends with God or not? And, if
ye will not fay that, why do ye not enter this covenant 2
3. Is there any other way to get fin pardoned, and the
quarrel taken away, bur by making iure your covenang:
with God ? David or any ethers thar were faved, were
they faved any other way 3 This covenant was 4/l his fal-
vation, and 4ll his defive. * 4.-What will ye fay in rhe day
of the Liord, when the trumpet thall found, and he fhall
call you to an account for refufing his free and gracious'

er; when there will be no mere treating with you ;

when he thall fay, and make your own confcience fay to
you, It was plainly rold you, that there was a quarrel
ftanding  betwixt me and you ; it was told you, thac I
was willing 'to enter into a covenant with you, and to re-
move that, quarrel ; I fent 1:;! meflengers unto you for
“this end, but ye made light of the matter? Say to ir, Q

. fay roit; ye muft fay fomething, 2es, .or Nay ; yeare not’
left to be indifferent, and to keep up yourfelves in this
matter ; I tell you, if. ye fay not Zea,' ye fay Nay ; and, ag
the apoftic fpeaks, .4&s 13. 46. ye pafs fentence on your=
felves, and judge yourfelves unwortby of eternal life ; It is
interpretatively a faying, that ye will not have heaven and
life thro* Chrift ; and- therefore, as ye would not deftroy
your own fouls, ‘1 befeech you, nay, I obteft you in the

- name of the Lord, and for. his fake, accept of this cove-
nant.  We tell you, and, as*.capoftle hathit, we fay, Re
"t koown unto you, thas tbrggb Fefus Chrift remiffion of fins .

-
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is preached to you ; he hath purchafed life and falvation te
finners ; and, 7o yox is the sword of this [alvation fent s
Give, O give your confent ro the bargain, and that is all
_we feck of you, . x Co
Now, to profecute this a little, and to put you yet fur-
ther to it, becaufe it will Iy before God, whether we have
put you to it or not, and whether . ye have accepted of
this covenant or not; whether we were in earneft in pro-
Poﬁtgoit, and whether ye were in earneft in- clofing with
1t : Confider, 1, The perfons whom we put to this, and
the things that we put you to; 2. The terms on which ;-
3. The grounds from which ; And, 4. The qualifications -
and directions whereby. / R
Firf, As for the perfons-whom we put and prefs to this -
covenanting with God; Iris not thofe only, who have got-
ten their tokens warranting them to come to the table,
nor thofe only that are debarred, and fo havd gor na
tokens; but it is all of you, thofe who are afar cff, and
mear-band ; but differently: To the tender foul we fay,
Come forward ; To thefecure we fay, Humble yourfelves,
and titn come and join in this covenant. The thing we
call you to is, to take the Lord to be your'Geod, and to
give up yourfelves to be God's ; we call you o take God
- to be your Mafter, ‘your Father, your Saviour; your
Head, your Husband, your Fricnd, even your All : And .
thatis no ill nor fmall offer: And we call you to give up -
'yourfelves to God, to forfake your father's houfe, and all
your kindred, and to cleave ro him ; to join yourfelves to
the Lord, as the texr hath it; and. as it is faid,.the pro=
digal joined bimfelf to a certain citizen, fo ye would join
'y?urfclvcs to the Lord, and be beholden to him for,your
life. : : L
.- Secondly, As for the terms, they are in fhort, That
fecing Ged faith, Accept of my Son’s righteoufnefs, and -
y¢ fhall be my fons and daughters ; ve would freely accept
of ir, and take and put Chrift’s righteoufefs in the place
and room of felf-righteoufnes which was in the covenant
- of works’; found yeur plea before God on nothing that
ye can do, but on Chrift’s doing and fuffering for you, .
which now by faith ye reblve to adhere to ; and refign
o o ' | your

Lo
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gourfelves to him without any refervation, to be guided
aad faved by him, in his own way. -

As for the third, How, or from and by what grounds
we put you 1o this 2 or rather, How doth the Lord parus "
all toit? 1. Ye are put to it by his offer in the gofpel,
which, in difcretion, calls you to give him an anfwer: He-
cries, Come unto me, and 1 will make an everlafling cove=

‘mant with you, even the fure mercies of' David; and, doth’

he not require an anfwer ? and, is it not incumbent to us,
who {peak to you in his name, to crave your anfwer 2 We .

-declare to you all, that ye may, if ye will, corhe to be "
‘joined with God in covenant, and may be fure to be ac-

cepted of as his, if ye come aright: Now, what fay ye
toit? Either ye muft look on this as a cheat or cunning-
ly devifed fable; or,. if ye dare not look onit fo, ye muft
dccept of ir, and make it welcome. 2. Ye are putto it,
in this refpect, that the Lord brings you now and then
under fome convittion of the neceffity of your peace with
God ; fomething within you faith, that peace! with God
is worth the having, and needful; that this is a good bare
gain, and that ye have need of it; and there are now and
then fome raw refolutipns to put it tp a point: And it
may be there is fomething prefently that puts you to it;
and if- not, fo much the more ‘ye would put yourfelves to
it, lef the kingdom of God be taken from you. 3. Ye are
put to it by this fame facrament : 1s it poflible that'ye can
take the communion for a feal and confirmation, except
ye tovenant with God before ? If ye will not covenant, ye
prove yourfelves to be treacherous. diffemblers in going
to the communion, and to be liars to God: When he pre- .
fents and offers his covenant, ye profefs to take bis offer,
and to clofe the couenant with him; but ye refufe, as it
were, to take the pen in your hand, or do throw ir away :
When he prefents to you the cup of the New Teftament,
ye drink the wine, and fpill the blood, and fo become
guilty_of tke body and- blood of the Lord, when Yé defpife ity
and will not make ufe of it, nor covenant with God that
ye may getthe ufe of it, And therefore, 4. Know, that
e are put to it prefently and peremptorily, and that-the |
ord will take ir for arefufal and for a fcorning and.de-~"
fpifing on your part, if ye doit not; and do ye think it
i P ; \ a
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a_little matter to have fuch a/guilt Elfying on your ftore ?

. What know. ye, if ever God fhall offer to feal a covenant
with you again ? And therefore we put you to it peremp-
tor'ly, as to thefe three. (1.) As to the thing, that, when
he wites, ye come; when he offers, ye reccive and give
the Lcrd you anfwer, not a Nay-fay, buta s, as ye

will be anfwerable: And, upon your faying Zza to this.

co-enant on his terms, we declare in his name, that he
fays Yea, in taking~in the finner that fleeth unto him,
(2.) As to the whole of the thing: For ye muft not halve
God's covenant ; but, as ye accept of God to be yours, fo
ye mauft give up yourfelves to him 1o be his; and as ye
take Chrift for paying of your debr, fo-alfo yo muft.take
hinr to help you ‘to do your dury: Take all therefore,
and fubmit yourfelves intirely to him in this covenant,
(3.) As to the time, ye muft do all this prefently : For.
the Lord dotb not allow us to giye you an hour, or to
promife to treat with you one hour after this; ‘tis now,
Crme and let us_join -ourfelves o the Lord, - "1'is no difficult.
thing that ye are called to; ’ts to believe ewith the heart,,
_ and to confefs with the momthonr Lord Fefus Chrift, . as it'is
Ram. 10.9. The Objeét 1s Chrift ; the condition is faith,
whereby he is gripped and taken hold of, and which go-
cth our towards him in the word ;: And fo ye have no
more ado, but, when the oficr and promife comes out, to
accept and fubfcribe, and to fay, [ am the Lovd’s, I will
be bis, to be faved by bis vighteoufue(s, and made boly by big
grace, both which are contained in the covenant; 1 am

" . content to be heholden to him both for holinefs and hap~

pinefs ; and-it hall be a bargain. The Lord himfelf
rfwade you to do fo, and that -prefently, withour de-
ying, dallying, or fhiftirg and off-putting., - o
Now, it may be, thar fome think t!ns to.be a goed
bargain, but they know not how to make it fure and ficker,
fo as it may hold for ever. And thereforé this-is the laft
thing, that, in ‘the fourih place, we would fpeak a little
to, viz. How fhall a perfon covenant with Gdd, and know
tHat he hath done fo in very deed ? (for the direétions how
to ovenant are fo many ‘evidences of “covenanting, when
. formed.) For diregtons then in this matter ; We would
}n general, in the :1f place, have ground to fuppofc :Ed
‘ (\ ". - \ g t c
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o .20 povepant with God. 219
take it for granted that ye know, what ye are, even fin-
ners, and .that fin hath laid the foundation of 4 quarrel
betwixt God and you ; and that ye know what he is a de-
figning and doing by this preached gofpel, even to bring
finners into this covenant, and to have an union made up -
betwixe him and them. Bur ye will, belike, fay, I know
not how to make it fure. There is no anfwer o this, bur,
Be doing, till ye ger it made fure; for your unfurenefs
mauft flow, either from fomething on God's fide; or from
fomething on your fide: Ye dare not, I fuppofe, fay that
it flows from ‘any thing on God's fide, or, if ye fhould,
this is the way to make him fure (to fpeak fo;) and, if it -
flow from fomething on'your fide, he-bids you, Return,
backfliding children, and ke will beal your backflidings, -and
make it fure,  Bur, in the wext place, and sore particu.
larly, confider, 1. Your end and defign, what ye would
be at.  Ye may have fome general aim at fomething thae
is good in itfelf; bur that is not enough, it muft be fome-
thing more particular and peculiar : Is it to get God ro be
your God? doth that fill your eye 3 Isit to get your back-
flidings healed as well as pardoned ? ‘That is right, if your
aim be.to have God and fpiritual good. I mention this
the rather, becaufe fome may love God and the covenant,
for fome temporal good; whercas others love him and
his covenant, mainly for a-fpiritual good, and think them=
felves well come to and made up. thereby. W herein lies
the difterence ?, will ye fay. F anfwer, in a word, “To
love God and the covenant only or mainly for temporal
mercies, is ill and felfith; bur fo love God and his cove=
nant, to be made thereby really happy in the enjoyment
of him, and to be made conform to him in holinefs, is
good and defirable, and neither feMfith nor fervile and
- mercenary: As-it is no unkindly-like token in a wife to
love her husband, to be delighted in him, and to like
well to dijoy his company; fo it is a kindly-like mark for
a foul to love God, on the account of the happinefs and
(holinefs that are to be had in him, and from him'; Love
to God fhoulders not out all regard and love to ourfelves
fimply, but it fhoulders out love to.lufts, and all inordi-
nare love to felf and to every idol;” nay, “ris inconfiftent
with true love to God, not to care whether we be happy.
‘ »
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n the gnjoyment of him or not. -2. Confider how, and
y what means, and.on what terms ye feck to come at
‘hatend: Are ye fecure, and fenflefs of your fin and
mitery without God ? *Tis very like, that ye make bura
blind bargain whereof ye will have no real advantage;
Bur, have ye any kindly touch of your fin and mifery,

and of your need ot a Saviour ; and-have ye recourfe to ,

him, as One able to fave to the uttermoft-all that come unto
God 1brough b:m, and who lives for ever to make interceffion
for them? Ye may know fomewhat of your fincerity . in

covenanting with God by the way that ye come te him,

3. What .ufe make ye of the Mediator, when ye are

come to him? Is your peace with God, and your hope -

of holding by the bargain, grounded op him? Do ye lay
the weight of all the good ye expe&, on his mediation,
on his fatisfaction and interceflion, on his putchafe ¥ Do
ye hald all thorow him? That’s a good token. 4. Are
ye content to give to God, as well as to take from him ;

" to devote yourfelves to him for fervice, as well as to en-

. bygone flips, failings and unfaithfyl dralings with Ged,

joy him and happinefs in him ? ‘This alfo'is a good token,

as well as a direGtion. §. Are ye in much holy fear and

jealoufy of. backfliding ? and is it in your eyeand aim

purpofly to article this with the Lord, 2o put bis fear in

your beatt, that ye may mot depart from bim ¢ - Many pers
fons will fometimes in'a warm fit, or in a good mood (as
we . ufe to {peak) come far on, as dgrippa did, but quick-

ly fall off, and return to their wonted biafs, coldnefs and |

indifferebcy ; therefore, in your covenanting with- God,

“there wotild be much holy fear, left it be nior found, lett

it hold nor:” Let your foul fay, Now I am abfolutely and
unrefervedly given away to God, not by mortgage or
wadfet only (to fpeak fo) but without reverfion, even for
ever. 6. Ye would come to clofe actually with God him-
1elf in covehant: Many come to the word and facrament,
to ger, as they think, fome good ; but come not.to the

" covenant, to be really and perpetually joined ro the Lord

‘himfelf. 7. Ye would feek after fome heartswarming,
by God’s Spirtt within you, and fome lively exercife of
your faith in him, as ye fee to be in this péoples. cafc,
8. Perfons that arc in earneft will be much affeéted with

and

!
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and are afraid of falling back and of dealing loofly with
the Lord; and this puts them on:to be more folicitous ' -
and careful, to take on the mo bands, and to caft the
knotthe fafter, becaufe the heart is deccitfal: - Come (fay
they here) apd let s join ourfelves to the Lord, in a per=
petual covenant mever do be forgotten. They are not cone

. tent with a covenant, except it be fickar ; the heart pros
' tefts againft icfelf if it fhall draw back, and refigns and
renounces its liberty to do fo any more, if. it may be cal-
- led liberty. 9. A perfon would aim to have himfelf fure
and fartisfied as to this, that he hath really given his con-
feot, that he may have quietnefs in the affurance of its be<
ing fo; yet, not laying -the weight of his peace on his
clearnefs and aflurance, but becaufe his comfort much de«
nds thereon, therefore he. will endeavour to have any
lank filled up, and the bufinefs put to a point: He
comes to this covenanting, with holy fear, felf<fufpicion’
and jealoufy ; and goeth from it with tear: And as he is
"atrended with this fear in covenanting, fo in receiving the
| facrament the feal of the covenant ; Come (fay they) and
. let us join ourfelves to the Lovd, in a perpetwal covenant that
| Jballnever be forgotten. O fo fure as-they would have it !
| ' Ye who fhall thro® grace come thus, fhall find the Lord
|, Jefus waiting and ready to, welcome you. . o
But, "tis like, ye will ask, How is the facrament made
ufeful and helpful in this joining to the Lord in covenant 2
¥ anfwerin geheral, as to the believer, Thar all the pro-
mifes are his, and it feals all the bleffings of the covenant
to him, becaufe the condition of the covenant is' found
in him: Even as a pardon given to a rebel on condition
he lay down his arms, when he doth lay them down and
accepts of the pardon, the feal is appended td it, which
makes it firm and fure. But what if the perfons doubt
of their havipg entred into the covenant,? 4nfever- 1. They
are cirher fuch as are mere ftrangers ro God, and have no .
defire after, nor refpe& to the covenant ; thofe are under
God’s curfe, and fhall get no good of the facrament, be-
caufe they refolve not to take Chrift o fulfil the condition
of the covenant in them, and are not in earnett to be in
nder the bond of the covenant : Yet, if even fiych would-
erioufly refolve to fulfil the condition, or rather to take

’ Chrift
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Chrift to help them to fulfil it, they fthould be welcome:
Or they are fuch'as arc doubting, tho' they have fote -
Joncft defire: -Such would remember, the bargain is mu-
tual, and: they muft engage to God, if they would have
God engaged to them : And, if ye have not done it be-
fore, do it even now, and the factament fhall be ufefal and
helpful to you, in thefe refpe@s: More particularly,
1. For, fealing chis general truth, If I believe in Chyift, I
Jball bave atermal life : In which refpe@, ‘tis like a
pardon offcred to a rebel on condition he lay dewn his
arms; he would firt fee it in writ, "and then e would
have it fealed: Weil (fiith the king) ye fhall ger it
fealed. 2. *Tis ufcful, and hath inflaence in a ‘moral way, .
to make you accept of pardon, and to enter in the cove-
nant : In which refpe&, ‘tis an argument, as to allure the
rebel .to accept of the pardon, fo to perfwade and affure
him, that on his acceptance he fhall have it a&ually and

. eertainly, when 'tis holden forth, fealed: For,. faith the

Lord, in the facrament, ye have my covenant, and here
I am ready tofeal it. 3. It furthers our joining in cove~
nant, in refpeé of its clear holding forth and manifetting
the bleffings of the covenant. The word fith, that ye
are finners, and thar y& will get nothing ehat fs truly good
but in and through Chrift; and that God is conteat to

-covenant with you, and fo pardon your fins thro’ him ¢

And the facrament brings Chrift and the bleffings of the .
covenant to be fome way vifible and fenfible to you; and -
the gofpel tells how: it is done. 4. In the facrament the
Lorg condefcends in the moft formal way to covenabr;
for in it he faith, Take you my Soh’s blood to wafh you
who are guilty and filthy : And.your taking is, as-it were,
a firiking of hands with -him, and a-faying, Content,
Lord, let this blood wath me. And thus, looking to the
word of inftitution, which gives . footing to faith, and ex-
ercifing faith thereon as your warrant, your faith is kelp-
G to take hold of Chrift by and in the (acrament. 5. It
helps to clofe with the covenant,’ by letting you fec the -
ounds of the covenant, whercon it is bottomed and -

“built. If thou fhouldft fay, Tho' God would covenant

with me, I will not keep: The facrament holds out Chrift
ss Cautioner, that hath put him{clf in our room, and-en.

.
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ed in eur name to make us forchcoming.  And if thou
fhwuldtt yet fay, Will God indeed accept of the like of

" me? It faithy Here is a broken and bleeding Saviour and

Mediator.to lead thee to Gad, a Saviour who hath made
himfelf a propitiation for fin: And hercupon the finnee
may be ftrengthned to take hold of the covenant, becaufe
ia the facrament he fees Chrift himfelf laid as a bridqe, -
on which he may come over to God, and his ren: fcfh
as the Vail through which.he may, as by 4 mew asd living
way, enter into the bolief, ‘ .
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Jcrémiah 50. ©. §. ———Come and let us join ourfelves to the
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that foall not be forgotien.

SERMON V.

"HER E are two main and mighty uptaking bufi-
neflcs to the people of God ; the one whereof is,'
How to win to be in covenant with God, to be

~ friends and in goed terms with him ; the other is, How

to ftand to, and keep covenant with him, and to live as
being made friends with him according to the obligation
that lieth on them, This is the great defigo of all'preach-
ing, to bring them within the covenant, who are withour;
and to make thofe who are within the covenant, to walk
fuitably to it: ,And as thefe are never feparated on the
Lord’s fide, fo fhould they never be feparated onour fide;
therefore thefe people are brought in here faying, Let us
foin ourfelves to the Lovd in a covemant: And not only fq, .
but there are two words added by them, to fhew their
carneft defire to keep and ftand to the covenant ; the one.
35y a perpetual covénant; the other a covenant that fball nat
e forgotsen, the impreflion whereof may never wear away..
And this' we congetve to be their meaning, 1. Becaufe to

_ forget the covenant, in fcripture, is to deal falfly in ir; -~
. 8nd toforger the covenant, and to break it, are the fame.

2. Becaufe it is (as we take it) oppofed to their fear of
falfe dealing in the covenant: As if they had faid, Weg
‘were once in covenant with God, but we did deal falfly

. - \ m
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in it, and forgot it; let us now thercfore join owrfelves in

“a perpetual covenant neper to be forgotten; let it be a con=

ftant and flanding, a lafting, even an everlafting bargain,
This being the meaning of the words, we fhall fpeak

to four obfervations from them. (the fubftance whereof ye

have heard touched on already) and thefe are,

Firf, Thas the great bazard awhich a people covenanting
with God are in, is to flip and flide from tbeir tye and em<
&agements to bim, and to forget the covemant. s

The Second is, That the great evidence of tight entring in'
covenant with God, isto be ferious and much comcerned im
Recping of it, evem as much as in entring into it.

The Tbird is, That the great defan and duty of a cove
panter qwith God is, never to forget fhe covenant, but freply
20 yemember it, fo as to be anfwerable to it in praltice. .

The Fourth is, That the great mean whereby tkis defign
is got profecuted, and this duty performed, is adbering and
cleaving to God, according 1o the covenant, Lot us (fay they) .

* join to the Lovd in a covenant. In this refpeét, adhering to

him in it, is the.mean to keep covenant, fo as we may’
néver fall from it, . - . .
The firf obfervation then is, That the preat bazard that
a people covenanting with God are in, is to flip and fall from
their éngagement to bim ¢ Qr, There is fuch a covenanting
with God, as people may foon forget and fall from; a tem=
porary and unficker covenanting, that holds not.” A per.
petual covenant mever to be forgotten, fuppofeth that there
is a fort ‘of covenanting that ﬂ’ilgs like a knotlefs thread
(te/ fpeak fo) and abides not.” - This is fadly verified in the
experience of many common profeflors of religion, and.
often everi of the godly themfelves in a meafure; evea
now there will be a bargaining with God, and within a lit-
tle they will forget it: Peter faith, Though all fbould for+
Jake thee, yet will mot I'; and yet within a very lirtle he is

“found fleeping, and that fame night denies and for{wears

his Mafter. So, . Dews. 5. 'the people fay, A!! that the Lord
bath commanded us, we will do; and the Lord faith, Zbey
bave well faid, O that there awere fuch a bedrt in them !
and yer, within the fpace of little more than forty days,
they fet up a golden. calf for their god. So, Pfal, 79.
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34, 35, 36, 37, When be flew them, tben they fought bim ;
they veturned and enguired carly after God : They vemem-
bredthat God awas their Rock, and the moft High their Re-
deemev,” But they did flatter bim with their mouth, and lied

unto bivz with their tongue ; for sheir bearts were mot right
with God, neither were they fledfaft in bis covemant ; they
abode not by the mint and effay which they made. Buc
I think this 1s beyond any nced of proof; we rather ftand
in need to have the impreflion of it made deep upon our
hearts, and to go from the work we have been about
with, holy fear and jealoufy over ourfelves, befpeaking
ourfelves thus, Whac if this engagement we have come

undér, hold not, but prove. like the banging down of the

bead like a bulrufb for a day ? Serious thoughts of this ha-

zard would, thro® God's blefling, further the exercife of

watchfulnefs a great deal morc.. When carnal felf-con-

fidence and fearlefnefs creep on and take hold of us, we
(as it were) lay afide our armour, foolithly fancying that

there is no hazard, but that all will be well ; were there

_mote of this holy fear, there would not be fuch frequent
furpsizes. Have ye not often been furgrizcd, and proved

unitedtaft in God's covenant? And, fince ye have fo many

and clear proofs of the truth of this do&rine in your own

fad expericnce, is there not the greater need of holy fear

and warchfulnefs ? ,

The fecond obfervation is, Tbat thofe who are fincere and
Jerious in covenanting with God, will be no lefs fo, in keeping
of, and flanding to it. Where people are foudd and honeft
at the heart, it will be no lefs an uptaking work to them,
how to keep covenant, than it was to ger it entred in ¢
Therefore thefe here mentioned have it as one piece of
their ferioufly uptaking bufinefs, how to be joined to’the
Lord in covenant ; and another, how to get it ftood to,
| foas it may be a perpetasl one, never to be forgotten.
- The fame reafons that prove that there fhould be, or that
there is ferioufuefs in making and clofing fhc covenant,
will alfo prove thar'there fhould - be, and will be feriouf-
nefs in endeavours to keep it ; for, if the perfon h’oneft!{ '
mind to enjoy the bleffings covenanted, he muft and wi 1
endeavour ro keep and ftand te the covenant 3 if he honeft-
ly mind 4nd fincerely dcﬁr;‘to be in good terms wcltla
. ‘ ¢ Go
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God thro® the covenant, he muft and will endeavoyr tq
ftand to the terms of the covenant, and breach of cove-
nant will waken a challenge. If it be a principle of true.
faving grace that puts a perfon to defire to,be urnder the
Boud of God'% covenanr, thar fame principle will make
him defire )md endeavour to adide under that bond, and
to keep faithfully to him : Thus David faith, Pfal. 119,

29, 30. [ bave chofen the way of thy p:;:{!u; and [ baye
in

uck unto thy tefiimonies. There is a choofing of the cove-
nang and teftimonies, and ‘a defign of fticking to them,
when upou choice clofed wich. - '

The Ufe of this point ferves for infiralfion. Would ye
fain have a8 mark of your honefty. in covenanting with
God?-Here it is, and we know no better mark or evi-
dence to give you than this, even to be ferious and much
conceraed in Keeping covenant: God will never account
that man to be a true covenanter; that will caft his law

* behind his back. The apoftle Fames, Chap. 1. fpeaks of

two forts of ‘men that are hearers of the word ; and he

. comgarcs the onc forr, viz, forgetful hearers, roa mag,

\

‘@wbo hebolding bis natural face in a glafs, goes away, and
firaightway forgets what manner of man be was : But the
other fort are fuch, who are not on7 bearers, but doers of
be ord ; That man (faith he) fbail be blqred in bis deed.
Tris not the fayer, butthe doer and the keeper of the

~ words of the covenant, thatis blefled. As many as feri-

oufly engage to God, are put on (as we faid before) with
as much ferioufhefs, in endecavauring the performance
of their engagement, as to come under it : I fpeak not of
a perfe& performance, or fulfilling of / eniacgemcnts with-
out any the leaft defr&, that is not to be .win at here;
but of ferious minding and endeavouring, in the Lord’s
“firength, the performance of that which we are engaged
to: éor there is 3 greae difference betwixr mens failing
and flipping of infirmity, and their finning with allow=

ance ; the former thewerh a Body of dearh to be yet re-

maining, and may copfift with faichfulnefs in God’s cove-
nant ; but the latter fpeaks our a flothful, carekefs and
negligent undervaltuing of God and of his covenant  Let
‘never fuch,aman cloke himfelf with the pretext of bein

in covenant. with God, nor palliate bis palpably grofs and
T o : - ~" voluntary

1
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voluntary breaches of covenant, with the pretext of ins
frmity, who doth not ferioafly drive it as his great de«
fign, to be faithful in Ged's covenant. e
Now, would ye know wherein this ferioufnefs in keepd
ing and performing covenant confifts ? Ye may take it in
thefe chara@ers. The man thatis ferious in pcrforming
his engagement, 1. His heart is taken up wich it, an
there is an ardent longing to be anfwerable to the cove-
pant that he is entred into with God : His greateft with
i in all the world is, as to be-init, fo to be faichful in keeps
. ing it ; thercfore faith the Pfalmift, Pfal. 119. 5. O that
my ways were direlled to _kesp thy flatwtes! and this is
given as a mark of the bleffed man, who is undefiled in _the
way : And faith-he, v. 6. Thew fball Inot be afpamed, when
1bave vefped anto all thy commandments ;-which is a reas
fon of the former, and a confirmation of it: He defigns
to be fhort in his obedience to no command, and he does
not allow himfelf in his thortcoming even as to-degree,
3 bat is conftant in purfuing his defign al/ways, even wnto the
4 ‘end. 2, Serioufnefs in pcrforminﬁ:ppcareth by kindly
acknowledging the impreffion of the weiglitinefs of the tye
and obligation that the covenant lays ow perfons; it fomew
way affe@s and burdens them, fo that they walk nor fo
ightly as others do undes the obligation. and debt of the
covenant, tho’ it be a friendly debr, and alfo a privilege :
Their burden is not, that they are under the obligation,
but how to get it performed; thus faith the Pfalmift,
Pfal. $6.12. Thy vows are mpom me; O God.: They take
‘00 vows to God, and. keep them on, and walk as being
amder thems This is a2 main thing to be loeked to ia -
kecping covenant, 3. This ferioufnefs in performing ap-
pears. in the fear that perfons have of geing wrong and
mifcarrying: They are afraid to break to ; neither
are any %o {ufpicious of them, as they are of themfelves,
knowing by fad cxperience, that their baarts ave deceisfol -
above ali sbings : And this is a.very native evidence, con-
fidcring what we heard “of our ficklene(s; which cannet
be withoue the impreffion of fear. 4. Itappearsinaholy .
carcfulnel and diligence o prevent that which they fear:
Ectt at any time they let a buckle flip (to fpeak fo) and
left that whicl they aud;ameonthcm,‘ their foar m
’ . ) 2 . A thene
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them to diligence o prevent the thing feared.  This
makes them to faft and pray, and to be watchful' over
themfelves in loofe and untender company, and to efchew
- them as far as they cany and fo hazard fome lofs, rather
than to pur themfclves under a fhare ; watching and pray-
ing, left they fall into the fin of dealing falfly in God’s co-
yenante 5. It appears in the fharpnefs of challenges,
when any thing mifzarries in their hand : They are
foon challenged for ihe very firft beginnings of a bieach ;
a wrong look will atfe¢t them: Therefore faith 7o, Chap.
31. I made.a covenant with my eyes, ewhy then fbould I look
upon @ maid ?- And the heart, while tender, will lothe and
fcar at the leaft thing that hath the remoteft tendency to-
wards a breach, were it but the appearance of evil. Any
the leaft - guilt foon toucheth and frhiteth them, not only
that which is their own, but even that of others: Thus
good Ezra faith, Chap. 9. Skould we again break tby com-
.mandments, .and join in affinity with tke pesple of thefe a-
Bominattons 1 Aud he lieth in the duft betore God mourn-
ng, becaufe of this. 6. It appears in refpeét of the ex-
ercife of a perfon’s faith: As ’tis. an upraking work and
- bufinefs to honeft fouls, to get their faith founded rightl
in clefing the covenant with' Ged, that they be well ground-
€d: in believing ; fo it is no lefs an upraking and exerci-
fing work, to be improving their. faith.on God’s promifes,
o make them forthcoming according to their engagement

and for keeping covenant: Which isthe apoftle’s exercife, "

Gal. 2. 20. 10 live by faith on the §on of God ;. I am (faith

he) crucified, with Clrif, neverthelefs I live 5 yet not 1, but
LFrift liveth in me ; and the' I:fe which I nwow live in the
Foelb, is by faith om she Som of God, who loved me, and gave
bimf¢if for me. And, try it who will, they fhall find it
to be an upraking work, rightly to exercifc faith for en-
“gertaining of fpiritual life, and for preventing a covenant-
breach with God.” It may be, for as many profefled co-
venanters as are here, that but few of you know much,

if any thing ar all, what it is fo ‘be taken up with being .

sn{werable to- the covepant -according to - your engage~
sments: This, no doubr, makes- much unfound work, that
ye do.not fingly and ferioufly defign this; that ye reach
ot forward, that ye bear nor down the body, and bring
: . kY
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it under fubje@ion, left ye come fhort-here. If ye were
fuizably ferious, thefe charatters and evidences ‘might be
as fo many direétions to you : There would be much
watchfulue(s in doing ; ready’ entertaining of challenges

.and convi&ions ; much hcart-mell’ing under the. fernfe of

wrongs done to God ; and the very appearances of cvil
would be fcar’d at, and appear terrible.  "There is an évil
readily incident to many profcflors of religion, that they
would fain be at 'marks of a good fpiritual ftate, and of
bejng in covenant with God, but fuch as would nor difturb
their carnal confidence, eafe, and lazinefs, nor. put them
on to painful diligence ; But we have no fuch marks to
give ; ncither dare we, for the fear of God, and becaufe
of the hazard of fouls, atlign any fuch; there being nene
fuch given or afligned in the word of God: Nay, Jet me
tell you, that, if therd be not painful diligence and faith.
faloe(s in keeping covenant with God, it will darken the
light ot any other mark thar can be given ; -and, no doubr;
’is this negligence and unfaithtulne(s that makes many
good marks, clear in themfelves, datk’to many Chriflians,
while they .give not diligeace to make: their calling and
ele@ion fure, and give not all diligeuce to add ene grace
to another, and one degree of grace ro another: It is alfo
the caufe of uncomfortables walking, yea, of uncomfort-

-able . communicating. But to be, fincere and ferious in

owning our covenant-engagemepts, and faithfully forthe
coming in the fruits thereof, and in a correfpondent con. |
verfation, is 2 mark that.will give comforr, and fome
quietnefs at leatt, till comfort come ; the Lord will com~
fortably confefs fuch as faithfully confefs him, :
The third Obfervation is, That it is and will be the great
fudy of perfons veally entred in covenant with Gady to have
it an abiding bargain, a perpetyal covenant never to be forgot~
ten » T'nis is their defign, as well as their dury, that theic
prattice and walk may be fuitablc to the covenant. - And
1t being the main (hif)F tmplied in the words, and that
which we intend fo infift on, I fhall, in the profecution
of ic, fpeak a little to thefe three. 1. To what it is to,

" aim to have God’s covenant perpetual, and never to be for-"

goteen. 2. To the rcafonsP and the gtound that there i
' ... Py B
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230 To keep Covenant with God,
to prefs this. . And, 3. To fome motives and encourage=
ments for exciting to 1t : _

For the firft, viz.. What it is to fludy to have God's
covenant perpetual, and never to be fergatten, We take
itup in'thefe particulars; 1. That thofe entred in cove~
nant would drive the geeat defign of the covenant ; which
is fummed in thefe two words, To have God te be ours,
and ourfelves to be God's : 'Tis even that which we have
in anfwer to the firft queftion of our excellent Catechifm,
What is man's chief end ? To enjoy God, and to glorify
him; to enjoy himas our ows God, and to glorify him,
by aCknowI:dging‘ourfclves to be his, and by devoting
ourfelves to his fervice, as bein%'a people formed for bim~
Jelf, to fbean_forth bis dpmiﬂ. ' This fhquld be vigoroufly
driven, as the great defign of the covenanter with God ;
and it would be a notable help to keep covenant, -even to
live and walk fo as we may have God's company : For what
-pfe ferves God’s ebvenant unto us, and our entring there-
in, if we continue gs great firangers to him as before ? If
this be not driven us our deﬁFn, we forget whergfore we
covenanted. 2. There would be a minding of our owh
obligation in the covenarit, as ‘the condition or mean_ by
which the end, wiz. the enjoying of God, is ‘come at;
which is, in a* word, to.be his, to walk before him, as he
willeth “Abrabam to do, W alk before me and be ‘thou per-
fet: God himfelf is that which the covénanter fhould
principally aim ar ; and walking before him is the mean ap-
pointed for coming at that end, In fhort, whatever the
eovenant faith in reference to our duty, as, to abandon
lufts; to be koly in all manney of converfation, to be watobe
Jul, to glorify God - in our bodies and [piriss whick are
“bis, &c. is that which we are tyed to in the covenaot, and
which we would ferioufly drive’ at as our great defign.

_ 3. There would be a minding and remembring of God’s
engagement to us itr the covenant, which is a parr of if

as well as our engagement to him, and never to befor-

gotten by us: Returs (faith the Lord, Fer. 3.) backfliding.
obildren, and I will beal your backflidings : Returs, for I
am mayvied to you > [ will be your God and guide even unts
death: I will never leave tbee nor forfake thee, &c. -And
 this minding and remembring of God's part of the cove-

. ‘ ' nant
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nant, isa crediting of his promitc. Many believers mind
and remember their own part of the <covenant, but for~

_ get that God is ryed to them ; {which is to remembef,
not.a murval engagement, fuch as fheeovenant bears sut,
but only ‘our own patticalar engagement) which makes
s have fo many failings o our fide, and doth vety ‘much
'weaken our hands in duty } becaufe we lay not thie weight
of our performances on God that hath promifed, who 4.
Faitkful, and will alfo do 1». We will find it to be ¥re

. quent and familiar to the faints mentioned in feripturé,
1 to-mind God's part of the covenant as well as cheir own,
| and parcicularly to David in the book - bf Pfuims, whod
A faith, Thow baf made a civenawm twnh Hine Anotited &
| Thosbap lnid belp-upsn One thut is neighty : vt mot thok , -
| from cveriafpmg owr -God 2, Lovd, pemember thy vovewnty
:| “that is, the copemant that God hath make with his peoples
/| and often clfewhere. The great weight of a ‘believers
.| lite and confblation lics here: Alas! 'vﬁm would ourlife
[l or our engagement be, and what would our comfott atd
;| * ‘hope be, wichout his engagment to bt ih the Eovemnit}
:| - And, if this be not fuitably minded and remembred; #
| will prove bur a very heartlefs bargdin. 4. It ioplics.
' this, ferioufly to endeavour to conform our pralice tb .
the many great obligations that we ly undef to hir, and
which God's offer and covenant do on many accoumts call
: us to. This is a fhort hint of what it isto keep and do the
| " covenant of God, and to perform #t alway even . mbo the chdl
| -to have bis covenans petpetuaj, and never to-be forgotten.
As for the fecmd, to wit, the grounds atid reafons of
] this, and whereby ‘it be may preffed. 1A, We -would
| think of, and believe the reality of God’s covenant, the
| reality of the promifes in ir, and of il that ‘is fpoléen of
jt; and would put outfelves to it, if indeed we look on
it as fuch., ‘The truth is, it.is the language of our iinbd-
“lief, that we featcely think God to be in earncft ; as if
_all that is fpoken of this covemant were but a -canningly
devifed fable: If we feally beli¢ved, that by this blefled
covenant wé may be brought- to enjoy God, and to be
made confdrm te his image in_holincis, 10 ‘have “our vi
bodies at laft made conform to his ﬁ_lorious body, &%.
and, that as certainly we gall be poficficd of fu_eh-g‘ret;
i 4, .. and

1
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and glorious privileges by keeping this covenant, as we
are certain that this world  is yet flanding; fuch a faith
would prove to us tbe evidence of things not [een, and the
 ~fubflance of things boped for; and would be a notable in-
citement and fharp fpur to holy aétivity in, and to quick
difqatch of called-for duty. O but it be a good and
real bargain, and will have wonderful following, to all
that keep it ! and, whether this be now believed or not,
it will be found a little hence, ‘that this bargain was one
of the beft ‘that ever was heard tell of in the world.
24dly, We would ferioufly bethink ourfelves, what will
come of it, in cafc there be grofly untaithful dealing and
unftedfaftnefs in God’s covenant, "I fhall only name thefe |
Jive things that will follow on it. 1. Much fin, 2. Much &
thame, 3. Much refle@ion on God, 4. Much wrath, and, 1
5. Much want of peace, and much anxiety, in the cone
{cience that is guilty of this fin. (1.) I fay, much fin. |
!

Better there had never been @ covenant in your offer, and
that ye had never profeft your entring into covenant with
God; * Tis better (faith the wifc-man, Eccl. 5 5.)mot to
. wow to God, thaw 1o vow and not to perform : It had been bet-
ter that many of you had been crufhed in your mother’s
belly, or that ye had been born Zurks and Pggans,~and
had lived and died fo, than to be found among them that
deal fallly in God’s covenant; the grofleft fins of Pagans
arg in fome refpeét as o fins. in comparifon of this, Fobs
15.22, (2.) There will be much fhame before God,
even fhame and confufion of face, evérlafting fhame.
“They jball rife from the dead to [bame and eerlafbing con-
2empt, Dan. 12, Sinners will have much fhame, ere all
be done, for every fin: But fuch as have wickedly be-
trayed their truft to God, and, after they had made pro-
feflion of entrinf in covenant with him, have dealt per-
fideoufly and falfly in it, will be in a manner hiffed at
amongft devils and reprobate P‘{'ﬁ',"", who never had fuch
offers, neither made fuch ‘profefhions ; and their condem-
nation will be acknowledged to. carry eminent and con~-
fpicuous defert in it; becaufe fuch had a good bargain,
-and- dealt treacheroufly with. God, and quite marred it to
themfelves : They have often alfo much fhame amongft
ment even here; Tbe man (Gaith Chrift) shat bears my
: L , o Jfayings, .
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[ayings, and does them rot, is like unto a fooli/ builder, that
" built bis boufe upon the [and. And clfewhere he refembles
rath .engagers in profeft covenanting with him, to men

who fit ot down to count the coft, that begin to build,
and, pot being able to finifh, expofe themfclves ro the
mockage, fcorn and derifion of all that pafs by:: Such and
fuch a man (will fome. be ready to fay) was a great pro- .
feflor ; but now, behold what is become of him; rake
‘him up yonder; he feemed once to have fome tendernefs,
but now he is quite turned afide, and become grofs and
loofe. Men of any moral honeftly and. ingenuity will be
afhamed to break their word and to violate their engage-
ments one to another in worldly marters ; how much grea-
ter fhame is it to break to God, and to deal falfly in his
covenant ¢ (3.) It hath deep reflcétions upon God ;. for
the covenant-breaker faith on the matter, that it repents
him that ever he made it, for he hath rever gottén good of
it ; and thar God hath not been faithful in keeping to him,
and thar therefore he thought himfelf loofed from all its
obligations. Now, will any of you dare to fay, that the
covenapt is not a good bargain, ‘or that God is not a good,
refponfal and faithful Party to deal with 2 What inquity
bave your fathers found in me (faith the Lord to his pro-
fefling people; Fer. 2.) that they ave gone [o far from me?
Come (faith he, dicab 6.) before the mountains, .and let the
bills bear my controverfy awith you ; what iniquity bave ye found
in me ? avberein bave I wearied yon ? teflify againft me, Sure,
all that depart from God, .rub reproach on God’s covenant
asa bad bargain, ard on God as'a bad and unfaithful Party
'to deal with: O high and horrid praftical atheifm and
blafplicmy ! Doubtlefs fuch will find that they have played -
the fools egregioufly, in committirg thefe tao. great evils,
in_ forfaking God the Fountain of living waters, and in dig-
ging 1o themfelves cifieyns, even broken cifierns that could bold
mo awater. O if ye could imagine, what ye will think of
it ere long, when ye will not get a drop of water to cool
your tongue, becaufe ye faid by your practice, that God
‘was not’ worth the having, and to tke Almighty, Depart
from us, ave will bave none of thee, meither will we bave,

_the knowledge of thy ways! (4.) Much want of peace and
.much aaxicty will follow upon ir: Even the penitent and

.~ con=
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converting Eeoplg of God, %er. 3 20, 21. have mueh bits -
ternefs on this accoumt pt treacherons dealing in God®s cos
wenant ; A woice of @erpinp and lamewtarion is beard on the
wionmtains, the childven of Ifrael [aying,-Wr bave pervevted
omr way, we bave forfaken the Lord our Ged. How 'much.
more bitternefs of another nature, how mach more fmart,
vexarion, anguifh, agony, and gnawing of conftience thall
impenitent finners have, on account of their falfe and perfis.
dious dealing in God's eovenant ? This will make the heurts
of many to quake and tremble for terror. 1t ye get-repent
tance, it will be a heart-break to you; and, it ye get not
repentance, much heartlefs hear:-break and crufhing is ae
biding you in the end for cvermore: And, ‘O what treme
bling of heart, failing of cyes, and forrow of mind ‘ma
be berwixe and that! (5.) Much wrath will follow on it
in the day of the Lord, it it be contisued in : And judge
- ye within yourfelves if there be fo many aggravations of,
or fo many threatnings 'againft any fin, as of and againft
unfaithful “and faife dealing.in Gods covenant; -this fin
bath made the F.ws to ly, thefe fixteen huridred years
and above, fiattered among all nations as a curfe : There-
fore make it your great defign and bufinefs now, ro be faith~

ful to God, and ro have the covenant with/him » perpe

= sual covemant, mever to be forgotten. )

As for the ibird, viz. Some motives and encouragements
o excite you to be faithful in God’s covenant, znd fo ftud
‘to have it @ pespetnal covemant never to be forgosten; Con
der, inthe 1ff fﬂac‘c, tha it is a fingularly good and nobe-
fuch bargain ro them that keep tovenant, there is no bar-
gain more lovely to them that keep touches with God ;

s (faith dying David, ‘2 Sam. 23.) all my falvation, and
all my wn; it hath all thihgs in it that my beart can
with. 'We make a pirifgland -poor life to ourfelves, thro’
our andervaluing God's dbvéhath ; the believer, by impro-
wing of it, might have (as we ufe tofpeak)-a lord’s life, yea,
u kiig’s life, yea, a life iufinitely pretcrable to the life of all
the great men and monarchs on earth ; Having all'things,
#bo’ poffe[ing notking, asitis, 2 Cor.6.10. Aud faith the a-
poltle, Pbilip. 4. I bave all, 1 abound and bave no lack ;, while,
in the mean time, he was living on a little charity from o~
thers: We might have a good life here and reg:c:"‘-
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Doth it not exceedingly commend God’s covenant, that nei~
ther ficknefs, poverty, reproach, contempt, perfecution,
nor death itfelf, tho’ violent and bloody, can mar this ex-
cellent life? When the covenanter comes to judgment,
W'ko can lay any thing to bis charge? It is God that juflifieth,

.awbo frall condemn Fim? He hath a Friend before hi

m
Fefus the Mediator of the wew covemant, and is in gooci
terms with God. The great advantage of.it in this life
and in that which is ro come ( for godlinefs is” great gain,
baving the promife of both) may abundantly commend the
covenant, and faithfulnefs in it. I am perfwaded, there is
no fuiter or wooer to court and put in for the finner’s heart
and affeétion, that can poffibly out-bid Ged's covenant:
Can the luft of tbe zye; the Inft of the fio/b, or the pride of
i’ﬁ ; can profit, pleafure or preferment make fuch profers?
s there {uch advantage to be had in ferving them, as there
is to be had in ferving God?- By the one, ye bring forth
fruit unto bolinefs, and in the end veap eternal life; but, by
the other, ye fow to the flefb, and pall of the flefo reap cor-
ruption, a poor and hungry harve®t, 3dly, The very kee
ing of covenant with God, is in itfelf an advanrage. It .
bath a great reward in the bofom of it ; for it puts the
perfon to love God, to delight in him, to place its happi=
nefs in him, to ftudy holinefs and mortification of fin; and
is there not great advantage in thefe? Can ye think or fay,
that there is any prejudice in thefe and fuch things as -
thefe, namely, to be blamelefs in your converfatien, to be
fincere and not a hy('ipocrite; to be ferious and not luke-
warm ? I am perfwaded, that, if ye will but put it feriouf~
2 to your own con{ciences, ye will be forced to fay, that
ncerity in religion is berter than hypocrify ; and ftedfaft-
nefs in'God’s covenant, than treachery: And, what more
do we call for? And therefore let me, on thifground, and
as ye would not come in tops with your own confciences,
bcz:cch you to ftudy faithfulnefs in the covenant. God®
tovenant hath a great advantage of the hearers of it, and -
of profefled engagers in it, even a friend in their bofoms,
viz, Confcience, that will fide with it, and fay, that it

_ was a good bargain, that the terms were very reafonable,

and that no prejudice could come by it, - but ‘unfpeak- -
ably much advantage; and will tell the man, that it w;‘m}d
: ‘ ave .
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have been his honour, and for his profit, to have kept it
and to have been fairhful in ir: Wny-then, wili the Lnrt{
fay, didft thou deal taifly in it, and renounce it? The

wretched man’s confcience will anfwer, thar ther¢ wasnq

fhadow -of reafon for it, it was plainly folly and madnefs ;
for to keep ‘and do God's covenant and commandment, is

© ‘peoples wifdom before all nations, Dent 4. It is a 3d mate

ter, that when men may have that which isinfinitely pree
ferable to what they are fo :eager in feeking after, even
true riches, pleafure and hénour, peace that pafleth all na+
tural underftanding, joy unfpeakabic and tull of glory, and
every good thing, by covenanring, with God, and by faith~
ful dealing therein; thar they fhould not drive this as theip

reat defign, and make it their great work and upraking
Enﬁnc'_ﬁ: O that there were fuch @ bears in them (fai h the
Lord, Deut. 5.) that they might fear me, and keep my coms=
mandmpents always, that it might be well with them, .and .

with their children for ever! Men are ready to fay, We

muft provide for our families, and, under that fpecious
pretext, they fhift this main work ; but, ah, foolsthat they
are ! there is no way comparable to this, to provide for fa-
milies and children, even to have themfclves and rheir
children entred into God’s covenant, and made’ to deal
faithfully in it ! this engageth him to provide for, and be-
come Tator unto the' man’s children: And, is there not
great encouragement here, to have evgry good thing be<

- flowed, and all carking care and anxiety concerning our-
" felves and children removed ? “3dly,, We would confider,

that God is a fingular good Parry to deal with, very ten-
der of them that aim to deal honeftly with him; He is
indced fevere #hd rerrible, when he becomes the Avenger
of a broken covenant; bur he is moft tender towards ho=
neft engagers, who fincerely endeavour to keep touches
with him; he isvo rigid Interpreter of their aétions, but
is ready to put the heft fenfe on them thart they are ca-
pable of: Like as a fastker ({uith the pfalmift, Pfal. 103.)
pitieth: bis children, fo doth the Lord pity them that fear bim.
He isa Father that will take litle off the hand ot his,chile
dren, when he knows them to have a will o the work,
when he will not deal (0 with others;. 4ll bis ways are
mercy .and truth o them that keep bis covenant and bis tefli=
S R montes ¢
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monies: Itis not meant of fuch as keep it perfely, for,
fo they needed not mercy ; ‘but of them that honeftly de..
fign and endeavour to keep ir: And, may not-thac encous
rage ro be faithtul in God's covenant, that he is fo<afy tor
pleafe? 4ebly, Confider, that he hath gracioufly ftutted
his covenant with promifes meetifor the through-bearing
of them that would fain keep covenant: It it be an evil

- heart that wiil not Jove God, which troubles them, the
promife is, I will’ circumcife their beart, and the bearts of
their feed, to lw: the Lovd therr 5od; whereas no-others,
who are without the covenant, or deal unfaithfuily in it,
can expect the performance of any fuch promife: 1If it
be a backfliding heart, the promifeis, Zer. 3. 22. [ will
beal your backfl:dirgs 2 If it be the fear ot deparring from
God that troubles them, the promife is, Fer. 32. 40, [
will put my fear in their beart, that they [ball not depart from
me s If it be the.dominion of fin thatthey fear, the pro-
mife is, Rom, 6. 14 Sin fall not kaye dominion over you,

. for ye are not urder the law, but under grace, that is, under
the covenant of grace: And, it it be fear of the prevailing
of Satan’s tentations thar troubles them, the promife is, Tbe
God of peace fball brusfe Satan'under your feet fbortly. May
we not then take heart to he farchful in this covenant ? Yea,

- .he hath alfo condefcended to come under this engagement

i too, even to make us forth coming in the covenant; .1 will
call (faith the pfalmifk, Pfal. 57.) upon the Lord, who per-
formeth all things for me. It wight have been faid to
‘David, . How wilt thou get all done that theu haft under-
taken ¢ He anfwers, 7 will call upon bim who performeth all

* things for me; and fo I will get them all done and perfor-
med, fo as I may hope to be accepted on the Mediator’s
account and for his fake, §7hly, Confider the Mediator of
the covenant, - who is Surety and, Cautioner, nor only for
believers debe, but alfo for their- duty ; therefore he is cal-
led, Heb. 7. the Surety of this better covenant : And, whea
Chrift and we are engaged in one bond, there'is ground
for us to expe that fomething will be got done; tho'the
principal debtor be not much worth,: yet the Cautioner is
worthy and inofinitely refponfible. 6tbly, Confider, that
there are already many, who have pafled thorow -the
troublefom fea of this world, - and have been marvclouf-

\ ly
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ly belped ; ‘and “tis but a little, and-all you honef engagers
to the Lord will be thorow the fame fea, and fairly fer on
land ; your warfare: ere long will be at an Vc‘?d, the prize
-will be got withoat any more fighting: What is your
fighting, fighing and walking beavily, clothed, as it were,

A

in mourning for a little time 1 It is but for a few years,

and iz may be to fome of you not fo long; and, within 2
Brtle fpace, the day of vefrefbing from the profence of the
Lord w:ll eome ; a relieving of you from your pod, a loofe

-ing of you from your bonds, a final difcharge from yowr

warfare will come; and awew fong ewill be put in
mouths, and paims in your bands. O bur faithful dealing
with God in the covenant will have 4 heartforn ouigate !

“When ye fhall come athore, alltears fball be wiped from

gour eyes, and forvew and fighing fball flee away,; and
thall meet with thatr word, O warm wofd! Come‘,’yr fm’t{f

Jul fervants, entey into phe joy of your Lord, Ye will-not ak
- ways fight and wrefile, neither will ye be always tempted

and troubled ; reft and repofe is a-coming, *tis even at hand;
Then one ray of his counrenance will b¢ infinitely more
heartfom, refrefhing and fatisfying, than all thefe things
that ye’arenow called to abandon and part with, can pof>
fibly wmount to; Chrift’s firft welcome to his Father’s

houfe will eternally banith the remembrance of all the

fad things that ye meet with irl this world,

The fourth and: lag obfervation is, That the great vrean
of fecuring' g covenamter, and making him. fedfaft, is, faith
exercifed on Gody or adbeking to biwm by faith, by vertue of this

“souemant, It is not, to lay weight on, or truft to our own
. fteength; but, fecing God hath made a promife of through-
. bearing, ' to undertake the duties that we are: called to in

his ﬂrcn%tb, truting to his-faithfuloefs, and 'tohis fur-
nithing of us, accordiog to.the covenant: As, when poor .
finners arc fummened to appear before God, and they have

no righteoufnefs of their own, they are ta fiep forward
- trufling to- Chrift’s righteoufnefs; fo when they are called

to-duty, and they hawe no. ftrengthe of their own to.enable
them to a fhitable difcharge thereof, they age to cenfider
shat God is faitbful, who bath promifed, and who will alfo
doi¢. And: indecd: believers have found in- their comfor~
table experience, thaty when thty have adventured on dqtg

: 14
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with a helieving laok to God's covenanted @Rrength, they
bave foaud it go fweetly and furprifingly well with chem =
Thus it is faid of thofe wortbies mentioned, Heb, 11. that
through. f1ith they wrouzbe righteoufnefs, as well as they
did all otnier things thereby,  Thais alfa is it, - which the
Lord inculcateth, Fobn 15.. Abide in me (faich he) and yo
Jballbring fortb much fruit : Ay ths branch cawnot bear fruit
of itfelf, excopt st abide in the wine, vo move caw ye, excepy

¢ abide in me ; for wrtkout me ye can do nothing: Where
M is clear, that it is not enough that we be in Chrift, bat
that we muft abide in him, and have continual dependence
on him for the influcnces of life and ftrength derived from
him. A . '

Ye then that would be faithful in God's covenant, and
would have it perpetual never 1o be forgottes, muft efpecial-
ly make uf? of this mean. Make confcience of all other
appointed means; Wasch and pea, that ye anter got into
temptation : But fee thar ye negle@ not this mean; which
if ye do, the watchman will watch in vain: And your
grip or hold will be onficker, if ye'make nor ufe of him to
make it fure, and to keep it fo.” And therefore, 1. Miad
ferioufly and conflantly what ye are, in and of yourfelves;
evcn‘ﬁc{lc, fecklefs, weak, fecble and unconttanr creatures,
not daring ta wudertake any thing in your own firength.

- 2. Remember what God is; and that ye have \a worthy,

able and refponfal Cautioner, = 3, Remember that ye are
engaged in 3 covenant neusr to be firgotten.: WForgerting is
the firfk rife of unfaithfulnefs. 4, Remember the promifes
‘thac God hath made for your through-bearing, and let faich
be excrcifed on them+ Join with diligence and watchful-
nefs a fuitable exercife of faith. 4. Take. a ferious look,
cvery day when yo ge ta pray, of your refolutionsand en-
gagements; repew them frequencly and ferioufly in his awn
frength, and be cafting the ocher knet; and put the heare
diftinGly 10 fay, This was my bargain, and I will threugh
grace abide by-it; and then go and pray. ever it, tha ye
may be made faikhful in your thus covenapting with Ged,
that ye may be enabled ro pay your vows, and make your
honeft refolutions: practicable; levelling: at this as your
:ﬂ‘ and defign in" alk duties: I bave faid fuch a tﬁﬂ‘,

have net kept my word ; Loid, fargive i for Cl;_n&s
: - . T ake:



239 Through Chrif's Blood abone,
fake : T am engaged in this, and thar, and the other duty’;
Lord, help me to perform. "And, for your furrherance
in humiliation and’ foft walking before God, look on all
your fius as aggravated by this unfaithful and treacherous
dealing inGod’s covenant ; and on all duies, as thofe which
our covenant with God binds ‘you' fo depend on him
for firength to be communicated to you according to the
Coverant, for going abour them fuirtably and acceptably:
, And within‘a little while ye fhall get a fair pafs to be gone,
and a full difcharge of all that ye were trufted with, accor-
ding to the covenant.: And the Lord help you to be faith=

ful, fo that it may be betwixt God and yo in very dccd\

a perpetgt\al covenant that foall not be forgotten.
Sy BY WP B U U

‘A SER MON preiached immediately t:;é-,
‘fore the Communion, . -~

~» On Matsh, 26. ver. 28, 29,
For this is my Blood of the wew teftament, which is fbed for
‘- many, for the vemiffion of fins. But I fay unto vou, I will
" mot' drink benceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that
day when [ drink it new with you in my Father's Kingdom.

L'THO’ we had no more to.do ar our meeting to-

’ gether -in this place to day, ‘but to read and hear
thefe fame wenderful-words, it our hearts were ina
-fuitable frame, knowing and confidering what we are ahout

.and doing, we would be in a divine rapturé and tranfport .

of admiration at his lave, and kindled into a flame of holy
zeal for his glory, by them. O what fweet and, happy
words are thefe from our dying Lord Jefus Chrift his
mouth! Eye bath not feen, ear hatk not beard, neither bath
.4t entred into the -beart of man to conceive, what things the

Lovd bath prepared for them that wait for bim. And in-

.decd there is @ fum.of them in thefe words, they being a
compend of the teftament and legacy which our Lord hath
“Jeft to his friends: O finners, be of .good cheer, there are

" .good news and glad tidings of great joy here: Here is
+she new-covenaat and all tha is in it, and remiffion of fins
Lo S ' O is
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4t particilar, as the legacy: Here is Chrift, which maketh
this covenant favoury ; and it is confirmed by his death,
who is the Teflator thereof ; which makes it fure : Here is
heaven and cternal glory; and what would you have more?
Tbis is (faith he) my blood of the mew teffament, which is
Jbed for the ‘vemiffion of the fins of many :+ Which holds
forth the promiifes, and the convey of them; the legacy,
and how it comes to us. [ will not (faith he) drink of this
fruit of the vine, until I drink if new with you in my Fatber's
kingdom : There: is beaven, the heartfom upthot of all,
Remiflion of fins come td finners covenant-wife, thro®
Chrift’s blood ; and by clofing with Chrift, and making
application of this blood, finners come to get remiffion
of fins, and all the bencfits of the covenant; and are
"brought at laft to drink the new wine of heaven, and to
“drink it néw with Chrift; even to fhare in his glory, to
have one feaft and glory with him. And truly, if there
were no more to be faid, we may moft confidently fay,
that thefe are wonderful glad tidings, which our blefled
Lord Jefus hath left to be the great fubjeét of the do~
&rine of the gofpel, and the fcope of the: facraments,

We fhall, 1. Open up the wordsa little. 2. We fhall
‘draw fome do&rines from them. And then, 3, Infift in
the application. .

Firft then, for explicaton. From the 26th verfe is fet
down the inftitution of the fupper of the Lord ; wherein
we have, 1. What Chrift did. 2. What he commands the
difciples, and us in them, to do. 3. He explicates, in

_ thefe words, what he hath been doing, and commanded

to be done § Tbis is myblood (faith he) of the mew tefia-
ment, &c. asif he had faid, Would you know, what it
is thatI am doing? There was a covenant made long
fince betwixt' my Father and me, concerning theele&;
wherein { condefcended and tranfa&ed to take on man’s
nature, and in that nature to fuffer and fatisfy Divine
joftice for their fins: And this is the’ commemoration of
my fatisfation, according to-that covenant, and the exhi-
biting and giving to you a confirmation of your interet in
all the bleflings of that covenant, whereof remiffion of
fins is one, and a main one. He needed, as would feem,
to have faid ne more, »but(ihat he was going to fuffcr, and

. .

-
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to fuffer for this caufe, even to purchafe redemption -t6
finoers: But he will further fhew his difciples, and in
them all believers in him, that this came not to pals b

guefs, but according to an old covenant and eternal trani-
ation that paft borwixt Febovab and him ; and fo adds the
facrament to be a commemoration, and a more full confir~
mation thereof to belicvers, of all that is purchafed by ir,
and promifed in it. In the 29th verfe, he hath taw words
further, one of warning, another of encouragement:
3. One of warning, I Jay unto you, Henceforth I will mot
drink of the fruit of the vine: As if he had faid, Take
heed what ye are doing, -make this communion very wel-
come, and let it confirm and firengthen you againft the
trials thatare coming; for I will have no mo communi=
ons with you after this manner in this world,, 2. A word
of encouragement and confolation : Becaufe they might
think and fay, Alas! Lord, what will become of us, if
we fhall have no mo communions with thee ? Be not (faith
he to them on the matter) difcouraged: We fhall yet
have moré and more intimate communion than ever we had
here on earth: There is a day coming, when we fhall
have a fweet communion inf the kingdom of heaven roge-
ther, when we fhall drink it new, when we fhall have the
thing fignified, even communion without the intervention

_of ordinances, in the full harveft of joy in God, in his

kingdom, Then, v. 30, as if he were going to a triumph,
he and they fing a byms or pfalm; partly thereby t6 teach

- ws to be cheerful, and partly to fhew that finging of

pfalms is not unfuitable for this a&ion. .

To make the former words, and what we are to fay on
them, a little more clear; we would in this. facrament,
which here the Lord explicates, confider three ‘or four
things. - Firff; Chrift’s offer: Wherein there are two

things, viz. the ourward and vifible figos, the clements ;-

and the inward invifible thing fignified by them,. which is
‘Chrift’s body and blood. In'the offer then, in fhors, we
have not only the element, or fign, but the thing fignified
and reprefented by it: Even as in the word of the gofpel
‘there are thefc two, viz. fo many words made up of let-
ters'and (yllables, and the matter contained in them. Second-
Yy, Confider the receiving of Chrift’s offer, wherein there
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is the Remiffion of Sins. 243
are two things, 1. The a& of receiving the element by
the hand; 2. The heart’s receiving what is offered in and
by the elements: Even as, in hearing the word, there is
the giving or lending of the ear to the voics of words,
that they may be. underftandingly heard ; and there is
the recciving what is fpoken, by faith in the heart. As
Chrit holds forth both in his offer, fo the believer would
both ways receive ; by the hand the element fhould be re-
ceived, and by farh the thing fignified fhould be recei~
ved. %birdly, Ye would confider this application of the

| thing fignified in a twofold refped, . 1. Asit holds out the

entring of us into the covenant in order to the reccivin
of the pardon of fin, when the facrament is confider
complexly with the wotd; 2. As it applieth Chrift and
the bencfits that come by him for our confolation. Chrift
is to be reccived in the former refpe@, before he can be
received in the latter; we muft needs reccive Chrift in his
offer, ere we can receive any benefic that comes by him:
Therefore the word goes along with the facrament, that
we may get a grip and catch-hold of Chrift by the covea
nant ; for they that are without the covenant are without
Chrift and all faving benefit by him; but whete Chrift is
received, and faith clofeth with him as he is offered, the
foul may warrantably: make application of him, not only
for pardon_ of fin, the particular benefit here exprefly
mentioned, but for all the other benefits of the covenant ;
whereas they who have. not faith, haye nothing, and re=
ceive nothing ; but are deeply guilty thro’ their not re-
ceiving, but rather reje@ing and defpifing of Chrift and
his benefits,  Fourtbly, Ye would congdet this facrament, .

;| asit feals directly our warrant to receive Chrift and his
i benefits, or asit feals our application of Chrift and his
4| benefits; for it may be ufeful for both, and is aCually (o
;| to believers: In the firff refpe&, we offer to you a good
i fecurity for your falvatioh, on condition of your receivir,3

Chrift ; but, in the fecond refpe@, the fecurity is feale

i fimply, as having God’s feal appended to it, toall who have
i reccived him. Thus the tree of lifc was a feal of the co-

venant of life by works to Adam, if he ftood ; but it was.
not a confirmation that he fhould have life by the covenant,
£xcept he fulfilled that which was called forin it  So cir=

- Q2 cums
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cumcifion was a feal of the righteoufefs of faith-to [bmas)
"and other vifible Church-members, as well as to Jfaac, in
the firft fenfe, that is, that the fecurity was good ; but to
Ifaac, and belicvers, it was not only a feal or a confirma-
tion that the fecurity was good, and fufficient in itfelf,
bur a feal of confirmation that it fhould be good #o'them :
“Therefore, in coming to -partake of the facrament, we
would premit alway our clofing with Chrift ; and then we

‘have not only God’s word and oath, but alfo the facrament -
for his feal of confirmation of the covenant. -In u word, , :

. Chrift doth offer here to all a pledge that he will make * .

ood the covenant ; and it is the great guilt of many proa
gcﬂ'ors of the gofpel, that they c%ofe not with himin his
offer, fo as to make ufe of it : Which makes them guilty
of the body and blood of the Lord; which they néi-
_ ther would nor could be guilty of, if this were not-in
their offer : But “tis more to belicvers, who have by faith
clofed with Chrift ; this feal of the covenant, accreweth
. 16 their fecurity, who have taken God’s word, and refted
onit: The believer, then, is not only fure in this re-
1pe@, that he hath a good warrant to truft and lean to, that

is, a fealed covenant ; but alfo, that it will pot fatl him .
in particular: So that, he may fay, 7know is whom I bave .

belicved. And we would not divide thefe things.that God
Thath fo wifcly and well conjoined, viz. clofing with Chrift

and, the covenant in the right way, ‘according to the terms

thereof ; and taking this feal of confirmation of it.

Now, in the fecond place, I come to give you a little |

viéw and fhort feries of the gofpel, in feveral obfervations

from the words; that-we may hafte t6 that which we

more particularly aim at, to wir, the #/e of all.

Firft, then, Obferve, That all men and women, even
#be -eléth mot excepted, ave fisiful, and as fuch confidered be.

fore God'; fo it is faid, fa. 53.6, Al we_like fbeep bave
- gowe aftray o ‘This is the object of the gofpel, finmers ; the
perfons for whofe behoof Chrift hath made his te®ament,
and to whom he hath left his legacies, are {inners, even
finful men and_women 3 and, the more fin be in them, the
- more grace thines in .God’s ‘choofing of fuch, and in
. Chrift’s dying for fuch, and not choofing nor dyingf:il::
i v - .o -

!
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fallen.angels ; It is finners (I fay) who are the objeét of
Chrift’s reftament, } . ) .
Secondly, Obferve, That theve is a grand defign laid by
God from eternity for the faving of many finnersy and for,
procuring to them remiffion of fins, the fruit of the antient.
counfel of the bleffed ard giorrous Trinity. And this is ic,
which Chrift aims at in all his ordinances, to ger finners
ardoned, and freed from the curfe due to them for fin,
reconciled, juftified, fan&ified, and brought ro drink the
new wine of heaven.  This is laid down by JEHOVAH,,
as the bafis and foundation, whereon he hath reared up a
magnificent” and glorious ﬁ’Jpcrﬂru&urc of the riches of

| his moft fovereignly free grace, for making it <o thineg,

forth confpicuoufly and radiantly throughour all ages.’

Tbirdly, Obferve, That- there is a covenant well ovdered, - '

fuited and fitted to promose this great and glovious end and de~
fign of faving finners ; A covemant fo contrived, as it
may well fuit the faving of finners, and procure unto them -
the remiflion of fins. There is a tranf:&ion betwixt God
and the Mediator ; a Surety and Cautioner is provided -
to take on the debt of the elet, and to farisfy jultice to
the full for all their fins # And this is one article of the cove=
nant, that the Mediator fhould undertake thy debt, O be~

* liever, and fatisfy for it: He awas (faith [fziab, Chap. 53.)

wounded for our tranfgreffions, bruifed for ouv in‘quities, the
chafitfement of our peace was on bim, and by bis firipes we
are bealed. , ’

- Fourthly, Obferve, That, according to this covenant and
tranfattion, our bleffed Lovd Fefus bath really, allually and
fully fatisfied for the fins of believers, accord:ng to bis under-
taking : So that, as in the counfel of God, that grear truft
was pat on him, and he undertook the work of finners
redemption ; fo, now it is, Fatber I bave firifked the work
wbich thow gaveft me to do: The covenant is exaétly ful-
filled on-my part, not ‘one atricle of it is unfulfilled ; all, |
that was committed to me is now fully performed : Hence
it was his laft word on the crofs, It is finifbed,

Fiftbly, Qbferve, That by the application of the blood of
Fefus, thrd a [imm’: clofing with bim and intere(fing bimfe/f
in bim, be may and dotb obtain vemiffion of fins, and partake .
of the benefit vof - vedemption P(;Z‘h‘[m by bis blood, even of ‘all’l
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246 Thro Chrif’s Blood alome, -
#he benefits of the covemant.” THerefore, when he hath faid
This is my blood of the mew tefament, which is [bed for tb
vemiffion of the fins of many; he turns over the words to
them, and tells them, that they Ball drink the fruit of this

vise wew with bim in bis Fatber's kingdom, As it was made .

fure, that A4dem was to have life, on the condition of
rfe€ abedience ; fo it is as fure to a finner, taking with
is fin, and betaking himfelf to, and clofing with Chrift
and his farisfalion, that he fhall have pardon of fin, and
all the benefits of this covenant, even to etcrnal glory, fe-
cured to him,
. Sixtbly, Obferve, That as our blefled Lod Fefus Chrift
bath purchafed this vedemption and remiffion, fo bé is moff wil-
ling, defivous, and preffing, that finners, to whom the gofpel is
" effered, [bow'd make ufe of bis righteoufnefs, and of the pur-
cbafe made theveby, for this end, that they may bave remif-
Siom of fins and eternal life. For, not only is the fecurity
ood, fufficient and fure in itfelf, the teftament being con.
rmed ; but he is (to fpeak fo with reverence) paflionate-
* ly defirous that finners fhould endeavour on good ground
to be fure of it in themfelves; therefore he kindly puts
it in a legacy, makes ferious offer of it, and firongly con-
firms it to all that embrace it.

Scvensbly, Obferve, That ‘tis to tefify this bis willimgnefi

-3bat fiwners fbould mrake ufe of bis purcbafe, and lay bild
on bis righteoufuefs, on vemiffion of fins and life thro' bim, and
%0 promove the acceptation thereof among finners, that be bash

- inflituted this ordinance of the communion. Take ye, eat ye,
&ec. For this is (as if he had faid) the end of the infti-
tution of this facrament, and the reafon of it, even to be
a fign and feal of confirmation to many, of the remiffion
of fins, thro' my blood: This was my defign in laying

- down my life, to get many finners pardoned ; and this is
_the end of the inftitution of this precious: ordinance of

my fupper, to apply it tothem, and to confirm them in

- the faith of it, -,

- Eigkbly Obferve, That they awbo would partake aright of this
Jacrament for theiv confiymation as to the pardom of tbeir fins,
and thetr fbavirg in the veft of the benefits of Chifi's purchafe,
would firft clofe with Cbrift in tbe covenant, and make that
¥he way of their praking ufe of this [acrament, bo confiren the

: » Lid
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gain 2 Therefore is it called the cup of the mew covenant
'in bis blod. This is the fines quo wow, cven clofing with

hrift in a covenant ; elfe the facrament can do no good :
It is the great thing that admits finners to have right and’
aecefs to Chrift’s purchafe ; the writing muft firft be fub-
‘ﬁérrib?’ and then fealed ; the bargain made, and then con-

med. .

Ninthly, Obferve, Tbat they who bave the offer of the gof-
pel, and are admitted to the facrament of the Lord's fupper,

* awould be fo prefent, ferions, and every way in a pofiure fuitabie

#o that afton, as if they were mever 1o bave the offer ar.occa-
fiow of anotber communion. As the Lord faith to Elijab the
prophet, Avife, eat, for thou baft a long journey to ﬁ; fo
faith the Lord to the difciples, and in them to us, Hence-
fortb I will drink no move of the fruit % the vine, till I drink
it newd with you in the kingdom of my Father : Ye will ger
no mo communions with me here, and therefore go right>
ly about this; improve it well, and let a foundation be
laid here of a folid ftanding intercft in me, that yc may be
ready to meet with the trials that are coming. :
Tentbly, Obferve, That finmers, who receive Fefus Chriff

~ owbe terms be is offeved in the gofpel, and take the facrament

Jor a confirmation of their intereft in bim and in bis purchafe,

. itho" shey [bowld mever bave anithey communion in this <world,

may confidently expell &’ joyful one in beaves. 1 tell you
(faith he) for your confolation, Tho® I drisk mo more of
the fruit of the vine with you here, yet the time cometh,

when ye and I /ball drink it wew in the kingdom of my Fa-
-sher

Eleventbly, Obferve, That boneft communicants, fenfible
of fin, and comtent to take Chrift on bis own terms, ave cal-
ledto be cbeerful, and to cheer themfelves in the lively bope
anrd ¢x£e&atinu of beaven : And a belicver, tho’ a finner,

. that takes this way, fhould take his gommunion as a feal

and pledge, confirming him in the faith aad hope of his
being cre long to have an eternal and uninterrupted com-
munion with Chrift in glory.

In thefe obfervations we have a fhort hint of the trea-
fure that believers have in Chrift ; and from them ye may
gather, what a full Chrift, a full covenant, and good bar-
gain ye have, who have rca(liy clofed with him: Ye have
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a moft liberal and richly ‘bountiful Mediator, who hath

put all thefe great things and many mo into his teftament

to finners, offcred to them in the gofpel, and fealed in the
facrament of his fupper, to all them that take him, and "~

reft fatisfied with him ; for which fatisfaion there is all
the reafon in the world. L

" And therefore, to come, in particulat application, to the

ufe of all: There is here good and large ground to fpeak
a little to thefe tbree. 1. To bring forth 1o you the good
news of falvation thro’ Chrift.. 2. To exbort and prefs
you to embrace and ‘accept of them with gladnefs of heart,
to make welcome this faithful [aying, worthy of all accep
2ation, that Chrift came into the world tofave finners. 3. To
ecomfort and folace finners, that have beraken themfelves to
Chrift, in the abundant confolation of this covenant, and
in the adminiftration of it, and in the Mediator the great
Subjet and Subftance of it. And fecing it may be well
faid here, Who is fufficient for thefetbings? ye would have
an eye to hiin, who cdn make this ﬂlgofpclfofavour fweet=
l{; and even triumph : The commifiion to preach it is his;
the ordinance and inftitution is his : And if there be any
ap‘g‘etitc for your food amongft you, any fenfe of fin, and
defire of communion with him in heaven hereafter ; Look,
O look up.to him, and befeech him to breathe on' his

- ownordinance, and to back this word with life and power,

The firft ufe then ferves to bring forth to you thisday the

good meaws of falvation thro’ Jefus Chrift, O finners, by
this gofpel and teftament of Chrift, and by the admim= °

ftration of this ordinance, we have good news to tell you ;
This is the new teffament in bis blood, wbich is fbed for the
remiffion of the fins of many. 1 fhall endeavour to hold
forth to you the goodnefs and gladnefs of thefe: news and
tidings, in theft three: And would to God we had fenfible
finners to believe, reccive and welcome them! - 1. That

thereis a good bargain thro’ Chrift to be gotten by finners. -

2. That finners, by accepting of Chrift, have fufficient
warrant and good fecurity for applying to themfelves and
making ufe of this good barfain. - 3. That Chrift is moft
* willing and defirous that finners fhould clofe with this bar~
gain; and make_ ufc of him and of-his rightcoufnefs for

S . e ar-
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attaining the pardon of fin, and for making ‘themfelves

“Happy everlaftingly.

\ . ~ .

or the Firfl : Sinners, here is a good bargain to you
thro’ Chrift, glad tidings of great bappincts : Fear nat
(faicli the angel to the fhepherds, Luke 2. 10, 13.) beboid,
1 bring yox glad tidings of great joy, bhich (ball be to all peo-
ple; for umto you i3 born this day in the city of David a Savi-'
aury which is Cbrift the Lord: Yea, we have thefe good
fews to preach to-day, Behold, 2o us hath died a Saviour,
and he hath made his teftament, and hath left a moft
ample, rich, comfortable and blefled legacy; and is not
this a good and full bargain ? Which will be clear, if ye
confider, 1. The real worth of it : Isthere any thing a
finner can ftand in need of, but "tis here ; or any ill that
a finner can be under, but there is here a remedy for it 2
Isit the fen(c of fin, fear of juftice, felt wrath, the ap-
prehenfion of hell 2 Here are glad tidings, Remiffion of fips
by theblood of Chrift ; this is the one exprefs article of the
teftament here: We tell you, finners, there is a Saviour
whofe life hath gone for fm, and there is a free abfolution

" 1o be had, by vertue of his blood, to all who will lay bold

on it. 2, Yc have the covenant to make it fure, and: re-
miffion of fins is particularly mentioned in it for your fatif-
faction : Nay, look whatever further isin the covenan,
and ye have it alfo upan your clofing with Chrif} ; Adccord-
ing to bis divine power be bath (faith the apoftle, 2 Pet. 1.
3.) given unto us all things that pertain to life and godlinefs :
And, v. 4. Exceeding great and precious promifes arc given .
us, promifes of juftification and fanétification. What a
bundle of promifes have-we, Ezek. 36. f aill fprinkle clean
water upon yos, and wafb you from all your uncleannefs, and
from all your idels awill I cleanfe you, and will caufe you to
walk in my flatutes, and do them, &c. : There are pro-

‘mifes of fubduing of the body of death, of circumarfing

the heart, of caufing to love God, of putting his fear in

. the heart, of healing backflidings. Thefe and many mo

are articles of this teftament, which, as they are very
comforting, fo are they very frequent and abundam in
the covenant ; This word of God is, asit were, the index

_ and gatalogus.of them; and, in cffe@; there is not a pro-

mife in the word of God, but itis here. 3, There fs
i ~ yer

N

\



250 * Torough Chriff’s Blood alene, .
{ct fomething more; and that is, the Promifer himfelf is
efc in legacy, which no other teftator doth: Tbis is my
body (faicth he) that was broken' for you ; .Open yomy mouth
wide, and I will fill it; I will be thy Ged :. That isthe
comprehenfive article of thecoyenant, and the great Gift,
the Gift of gifts; and we may very fafely fay, that, as be
could mot fwear by @ greater than bimfelf, fo he could not
give a greater gife than bimtclf. Would God there were
fuitable conceptions and apprehenfions of this none-fuch
Gift ; and that he, in wbom the fulnefs of the Godbead dwelis
bodily, were looked upon as being thus in our offer, and
were cordially clofed with by faith! Thart's a great word,
which we have, Rev. 20. 7. He that overcometb fball inbe-
vit all things; And how is it performed and fulfilled?
will be bis God ; this is all, and without this there is no-
thing, 4. Having this Gift, is there any thing that can
be added? che text fays, . Heaven : Not rhat heaven is
more than Chrift, bar this. is it, that Chrift enjoyed in
heaven, is more than Chrift enjoyed here on earth; I will
"deink it new with you (faith he) in my Father's kingdom.
The flood-gates are there (as it were) opened; and the
heart enlarged and madc capacious to let in the fulnefs of
God, to the filling of the glorified belicver even to the very
brim;, therefore 1s communion with Chrift faid to be mew
in heaven. We may have Chrift here, and believers have
him ; ‘but this is an addition, when we have pur Husband
not ooly in right, but have accefs immediately and moft
intimately to converfe with him, and he to converfe with
us, when the Queen fball be brought unto-the King in vai-

ment of meedle-work, and takes into the King's palace with

gladnefs and with joy, and the virgins ber companions swith
ber; when there fhall be a putting of unbelicf to thame
and an eternal banithment of it, and a compleating of be-
lievers fatisfaétion: The eye of the moft profoundly exer-
cifed and estperienced believers never faw, their ear never

heard, neither were they ever .able to conceive the thou- -

fandth part of thefe abundant confolations and heart-
savithing joys, that fhall flow fiom the prefence of the

., Lamb and of him that fitteth on the throne, when there
fhall’ be no interveening ordinances nor temple in that
higher houfe, but the Lamb [ball be the light theroof; and
. Lo , yet
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yet all this is offcred to finners, and pur in Chrift's tefta.
. ment to' them, to the end it may be made fure. And,
lafily, As all thefe other things do concur to make out
the excellency of the bargain; fo doth this in a fpecial -
manoer, that the price is paid, that they have notbing to
lay down, but may come and take all freely, without
monéy and without price. .
Secondly, For furthering and firengthning the confola~
tion, ye would confider, that the believer who receives
Chrift ‘as he is offered in the gofpel, tho’ he be a finner,
yet he hath a moft fufficient, excellent and unqueftionable
fecurity for, and right unto all thefe good things that our
dying Lord Jefus hath comprehended in his teftament.
Believing finners, what fecurity would ye have ? Ye have
Chrift’s word, Ifay untoyou, &c, Ye have Chrift’s cove-
nant and teftament, Tbhis is the cup of the wew tefament
in my Blood; and now the teftament is confirmed and feal-
ed, fo that neither man nor angel can anul nor alter it.
Our Lord’s teftament being fealed, it ftands legally regi-
firated in the court-books of heaven, and it ftands legal
oh thefe terms, that a finner who takes with his fin, dif-
claims his own righteoufnefs, and betakes himfelf 10
ChriRt’s righteoufnefs, putting it in the room of his own,
for his juftification before God, may be fure of Chrift's
legacy and of heaven: As ‘ris fure, that Chrift fuffored,
and infticuted this facrament for. his confirmation in the
faith of it;’ the accepting of Chrift, the fubmitring to his
righteoufnefs, the yiclding to the covenant, and clofing
with him on his own terims, gives him a right to heaven
and all the riches contained 1n his teftament. To make
out this, as being the very thing of the comfortable ap-
lication of all that hath been-faid, and of what we are
’t?nrthct to fay ; I mhall offer thefe four grounds; The firfe
whereof is, fome clear fcriptures, that hold forth fo much,
viz. That as really they fhall have life who take Chrift
and his offer, and clofe with him; as he really fuffered
and fatisfied the juftice of . God #r their fins. The firft .
of the(e fcriptures iis, :Heb. 7.24, Wherefore ke is able to
Jave them to the uttermoft that come unto God by bim : He is
an able Saviour, able to the uttermoft; and there is not a
point of latitude, longitude or altitude beyond the weter-

moff 2
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252 Through Chrif’s Rlood alone,
moft : He is able to fave them all ; and what all ? All that
will come and make ufe of him, and give him the credit
ot his offices; all that will come wnto God by bim. A fe-
~cond is, Rom, 5. 20. where the apoffle out-reafons fin, for
holding forth the triumph of free grace ; Wbere fin abound=
ed (faith he) grace did much more aboand ; that asfin bath
reigned umte death, even fo (and indeed it is an excellent
Jo) might gvace veign through xighteoufnefs unto eternal life
by Fefus Chrift our Lord. Tho' we would éndeavaur to
our utmoft to unfold thefe words, we would not unfold all
that is infolded ‘in them ;- Did fin make fioners liable to
death, and triumph over them ? So grace hath ereéted a
throne, by Chrift's rightcoufnefs, not by inherent holi-
nefs, and hath triumphed over fin. The way how grace
gives out its orders, and obraifis its end, is not by our
righteoufnefs, but by the righteoufne(s of Chrift, thro'
faith in him: Juftice (to fpeak with reverence] is off the
throne, and grace orders and fways all, in making appli-
cation of Chrift’s purchafed righteoufnefs: to believers,
The #bird {cripture is, 48s13. 38. Be it known unto you,
therefore, men and bretbren, that sbrough this Man is preach-
ed unto you the forgivenefs of gm, ; and v. 26. Tv yom is the
word of this falvation fent ;- O glad tidings to the greateft
finners! Through the Man Chrift is preacbed to you remif-
Fon of fins, and by bim-all that believe are juftified from all
things from wbich ye could not be ;uf{ﬁeﬂl by the law of
Mofes.  What are ye owing? or, what can the law, ju-
ftice or Satan claim? Ye are juftified from all thefe things,
And when he fpeaks thus to defpifers with a Be'it known -
wnto you, that the offer is made to them, we may on good
. ground turn it over to you, and. fay, Be it known wnto you,
sbat through Chrift Fefus -ye may have vemiffion of fins,
- and be juftified from all-things f-om which ye could not be
jufified by the law of Mofes, according to the terms of the
-covehant: Let your libel be aslong as it will; graceison '
the throne, and will receive you, 2. Confider, that the
great defign which the leord drives in the bufinefs of re-
demption, ‘and publifhing of it in the gofpel, is, that re~'
miflion of fius and life may be made fure to loft finners
that come to Chrift: Why, I pray, was the covenant
miade? was it not for this ead ? as ivis, - Heb, 8, This. is-
. . - . . W,
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my covemapt (faith the Lord) that I will maks awith ibe
boufe of Ifrael, I awill be wmerciful to their wnrightzoufnefs,
and their fins and iniquities will I vemember no more s
No more! O fweet found! What is the defign of the Me-
diator in his fuffering 2 Is it nor this? So, Fobn 10. 10, I
am come, that they might bave life, and bave it more abun-
dantly ; and Fobn 17. For their fakes 1 [antify myfelf, that
tbey alfo may be fandlified; and here, the new cvenant in
bis blood is ﬁw tbe vemiffion of the fins of many: And this
being the mean for attaining the end, 1t is impoffible -that
1t can mifgive or fail. 3dly, Confider the contrivance of
the covenant, and ye will fee that it is impoffible it can
fail ; beaven and carth fhall fooner fail, than one title of
this fworn and confirmed covenant: It cannot fail on the
Mediator’s fide, for he hath paid the price already; -
neither.can it fail on Jehovah's fide, he will not fail to
make application of grace to finners, nor be unfaithful 1o -
the faithful Mediator: And fince, upon the one fide, ju-
ftice had accefs to exa& of Chrift the full price, even to.
the leaft farthing, by vertue of the covenant uf redemp-
tion, when.he became Surety ; will not the fame covenant,
on the other fide, make it cut, that grace fhall have as
good accefs to pardon the finner, for whbm he under-
took ? For be ({aith the apoftle, 2 Cor. 5.) was made fin
" for us, who knew no fin, that ewe might be made the righ-
teoufnefs of God in bim. If the covepant (which is one) -
hath had the defigned effe€t in and on the Mediator, as
to his fulfilling all ‘that was undertaken by him’therein;
thall not the promifes made to him, as namely thefe, Jfa. -
53. 10, 11, He [ball fee bis feed, The pleafure of the Lord
imll profper inbis band, By bis knowledge (ball my righteous

- Servant juflify many, take effe€ and be fulfilled > Doubt-

lefs they will moft certainly and infruftrably. 4¢bly, Con-
fider the great experience which the faints have had of
the truth of this in.all ages: Are there any this day be-
fore the throne, blefling the Lamb and him that fits there-
on, or any that arc on their way thitherward, but they are
fo many witnefles of this truth, that clofing with Chrift
hath good fecurity for remiffion of fins, and for eternal
Jife 7 There fhall never be one who fhall have it to fay,

- I trufted to this fecurity, and it failed me: And hereupon

_ rifeth
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rifeth the fweet fong, Wortby is the Lamb to receive power, and
- viches, and wifdom, and firemgith, and bowour, and glory,
and blefing, Rev. 5, 12. Nay, even thofe in the pit fhall

bear witnefs to this trdth; for (faith the apoftle, 2 Cor. 2.’

15.) We are unto God a [weet favour iw them that art [aved,
and in them that perifh’; to the one we ave the favour of death
smto death; and io the otber, the [avour of life unto life &
And in the preceeding words he faith, Thanks be to God,
which always caufeth us to triumpb in Chrif. He maketh
the triumph of the faithful minifters of the gofpel, fome
way, to be in them that are damned, by histaking venge~
ance on them, for defpifing his grace offered ; and they
arc made to fee, that it was a fure bargain to them that
* thro® grace embraced it. And if this be fo good a bar-
gain to them that embrace it, and fo very ficker and fure,
what, I pray, are we fecking, but that this good bargain

and the fufficient fecurity thereof may be taken hold on, .
as itis propofed? Alrer not the terms of it; and indeed

it would be very unreafonable to prefume to do fo, or fo
much as ro defire an‘alteration of them ; for, tho' we had
them at our own contriving, we could never, by very far,
contrive them fo well: Nay, let me fay, if angels were
preaching to you, they would think it a ﬁrivjlcgc to have
accefs to mention’ his precious name. Now, fecing it is
" the great defign of the golgel to have finners clofing with
Chrift on his own terms, O donot fruftrate'the grace of
God: And fecing grace makes offer of life and of remif-
fion of fins to finners, to fave them frecly; Jet grace get
fuch finners to fave as 'tis feeking, and it fhall be a bargain,
Tbirdly, To profecute this yet a little further ; Ye would
confider, that, as there is a good bargain to be had thro®
Chrift and by faith_in him, and as there is good fecurity
for it; fo it s our Lord’s delight and good pleafure, and:
he is very defirous that finners fhould make application.
of it by faith, receive and reft on-him and his righteouf-
nefs, for making themfelves crcrna)cl’y happy. We are
not fpeaking of fuch a happine(s and fecurity, that the
Lord will be angry at you if ye take hold of it; but of
a happincfs and fecurity, that he is ferioufly willing ye
_ fhould reccive: And he doth moft carnctly befeech you
R S A
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to take hold of this covenant on thefe fweet-and cafy
terms, that ye be heartily content and well pleafed with .
ir. . O feofible finners, do yec indeed believe this, when
we preach to- you, that our Lord Jefus is as defirous to
have you faved, as ye arc; and that his righteoufnefs be
clofed with, as ye are to -have it? Nay, imore, that there
was never a foul more bungry and greedy (when with a
heart chock-full of defires after ir) to communicate, than -
he is ferioufly willing to admit fuch a foul to communion
with him? Thep, as ye would do him a pleafure (and
“tis all that ye can do) keep not at diftance, burt ftep to,
and take what he, offers; not only the facrament, but him-
felf in it, for your Head, Husband and Lord. And, that
ye may not fcar, ftand, nor halt, to do fo; confider,
that there is not only a warrant to come, but that he cal-
leth you to come, and is ready heartily to welcome you:
Come on his call, ‘and his call is no lefs broad than the
“call of the gofpel; there is a warrant given you, on your

- hearing of the gofpel, and quitting of your own righte-

.oufnefs, to recetve Chrift and his rightcoufne(s, and to
admit of him to the excrcife of his offices about you ac-
cording to the covenant: And indeed we know nqt 4 truth
of the gofpel that hath mo confirmarions than this hath,
vize That Chrift the Mediator is very willing and defirous
that finners clofe with him, and get the good of his pur-
_chafc.. For the making our of which, take thefe follow~
ing confiderations; (1.) What is the great defign of the
covenant, but this? ds we hdve. it, Ifa. 61. 1, 2,3. Tbe
Spirit of the Lord God s upom me, becanfe be bath anoimted
me to preach good ‘tidimgs to the meek ; He bath fent ‘meto
bind up the byoken-bearted, to proclaim. liberty to the cap-
#ives, 10 give to them that mowrn beauty. for afbes, ‘the ol
of joy for mourning, and the garmest of praife for the [pirit
-of beavinefs: And this is called' the proclaiming of the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord ; wherein all the three Perfons of
the blefled Trinity concur, as is clear, ver. 1. Confider,
(2.) All his offices, and y¢ will find that they preach and |
proclaim the fame thing: His Name is JESUS, becaufe be
Javes bis people from their fins: He is King, - Pricft and
Prophet, for.this end. And what faith bis preaching and
corrofpondent prayer, Sobs 13. Father, 1 will, that they

. ’ X whom
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“awhom thow baft givew me, be with me, but that he wauld
fain have them there ? And what fhall I fay ? Is there
any proof of it that can be given beyond bis death ? I lay
«dowwn my life (faith he) for my fbeep s The falvation of
Joft cle&t finners went very near his heart ; therefore when
‘none in heaven nor on earth can help, then faith he, Zs,
I come to ~do tby will, O my God. (3.) Confider, with:
~what pleafure and delight he” went about the work of re-
-demption; as is very clear in that 4oth Pfalm  where he
_heartfortly faith, Lo, I come, I delight to do thy will; I
even haften to undertake it: And, when he is cone, he
faith, Fobm 4.34. 1t is my meat, to do the will of bim that
fent me, and. to finifb bis awork :- And what work was that ?
Even to lay down his life; to- gether the loft fheep
of the houfe of Ifrael; to take away the feud that was
.betwixt God and them, and to reconcile them to him:
And, when it cometh.to the very puth of a&ual laying
-down his life, he will not_open his mouthto divert it; tho® -
he might have tommanded more than twelve legions of
angels, yet he would not doit: For this caufe (faith he)
came [ inte this world. (4.) Confider the end of all the
.ordinances: W herefore are they inftituted 1 What faith
.the word, but that, Throwgh this Mas is preacbed unto you
forgivenefs of fins? What fay minifters, butthat, #%e are
ambaffadors in Chriff’s fiead, befeecbing you to be veconciled
unto Ged? which evidenceth plainly, that Chrift would,
fain (to fpeak fo) have peace made berwixt God and
finners, and them faved: And what faith-the facrament, -
but even the words of the text, This is the nesw covenant
.in my bleod fbed for the vemiffion of the fins of many * And
can we think on the end of - thefe ordinances, but we muft -
alfo think on Chrift’s willingnefs that fioners fhould make
-application of him'and of his. purchafe? (5.) Confiden
fucther, how he cfleems a finnér’s coming to him ; There i¢
(faith he) joy in beavensat the converfion of a finner - We
may fay; that it is the gladnefs of his heart, when any
finner cometh home to him;  therefore it is faid, that the
pleafure of the Lord [pall: profper in bis band, and be (ball
fee of the travail of bis foul and be [atisfied, Ifa. 53 10, 1T,
It is fatisfaCtion to him for all the travail of his foul, to
fee finners coming in and. getting good of him: And, in
) the
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the Somg, He s faid to feed in the gardens, and to'be gatber-
‘ing lilies ; yea, that the day of fouls being efpoufed to bim,
is the day of the gladnefs of bis beart. (6.) Confider, how
weighted (to fpeak fo, with reverence te him) our Lord
is, whenfinners will not make ufe of him ; ’tis accounted
by him,-as it were, an affronting of him, ecven a tread-
ing of the blood of the covenant. under foot, and an account=
ing of it to be an unboly thing, a fort and degree of doing
defpite to the Spirit of grace : He who could look fome-
times on the wrath of God and not fhed a tear, yer, when
he came to Ferufalem, wept over it. And,. upon. the
other hand, O what complacency hath he in a finner’s
coming home to him, which makes him fwettly fmilc and.
rejoice ! (7.) Confider his exceeding great forbearance to-

" ward_finners while they are ftraying, and his exceeding

hearty welcoming of them when they return. Let an in-
queft (to fay fo) be led on his procedure with allthe
hearers of the gofpel thatare here on carth, and with alk
‘that are in, heaven and héll, and all of them will be con-~
firained to fubfcribe to the truth of this, that he is full
of long-fuffering: Doth he not fpare even the veffels
of wrath fitted to deftrution ? and doth he not only fpare
his own, but pity them as a father ‘piticth his children?
And that wonderful welcome of the father to his progdigal
fon, is nothing to Chrift’s welcoming of a tepenting fin=
‘ner, being but a dark refemblance of it; he cafts not up
t6 him his bygone faults, ncither fays, What is this you
have done, miferable wreich? No fuch word ; but, Zbis

\ is my fom that was dead, and is alive ; that was bff, and

now is found : Believe it, O believe'it, (which is the very
fcope of the parable) our Lord Jefus isas glad in a hol

‘'way at a finner’s coming home. (8.) Confider, how eafy
our Lord is to be pleafed with any honeft mint or effay
that is made of returning to him : He is fb very willing that

a finner make applicarion of his rightcoufnefs, thar, where

there is reality, he will (as it were) take half a faith for
faith, were it even but like a fimoking flax, or bruifed reed,
‘or & grain of muflard feed : He will take a fincere refo-
lution to 'confefs, for the confeffion of fin; which is clear,
Pfalm 32. I faid (faith David) I evill confefs my tran[gref~
pofe

.

fion, avd thow forgaveft the ,im”ﬁuiq of my fin. If he had prz
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pofed the offer of Iife on fuch terms as- would have wearied

us all our days, we ought to have judged him willing that -

we fhould partake of ir, for it coft him very dear: But
when it isnot Abrabam’s_ faith only, but any faith, how
" .weak foever, if found, that he gracioufly accepts; how
doth it fet forth his great willingnefs ? Him that cometb to
me (GGith be) I will in motwife caﬁ ouf s The word is
doubled in the original, I will not, Not 5 to thew the holy
paflionarene(s of our Lord’s defire, and his exceeding great
willingnefs to have finpers clofing with him. So, /fa. 45.

Salvarion is promifed even to a [ook, Look unto me all the .

ends -of the eayth, and be [aved + And, if finners cannot
well look, think but honeftly, and let their heart yield,
and it fhall be a bargain; He that is athirft, let bim come,

Rev. 22. And, if there he fcarce the pain of hunger of .

~thirft, The Spirit and the Bride fay, Come ; and whofoever
“awill, let bim come, and take of the water of life freely;
and this willingnefs is nothing elfe, but rhe thought and
defire of an heart confenting to accept of his offer, Or,
if this be not little enough, there is gc’fs yet, Plal. 37. 7.
- Reft in the Lord; the word (as it ison the margent and
~ Pfal. 62.1.) is, Be filent o the Lord : If the heart cannot
£ well and diftinétly fay 4men to the bargain, ler it (as
it .were) hold its rongue, or. hold its peace ; let it
~ filent, fay nothing againtt it, or give a filent .quiet anfwer,
. or, by way of approbation and accepration, keep filence;
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and it fhall be accepred : O wonderful flooping ! doth +
- not this declare and manifeftly preach the exceeding great .

, willingnefs that our fweet Lord Jefus hathto communicate
and apply his purchafe to finners 2 (9.). Confider the per-

ons on whom he confers the offer, and the manner how
«he profecutes it ; and it may yet further hold forth; how
ferioufly willing he is that finners, fhould welcome ir, and
be made up by it: Who, I pray, arc called, Luke 14. 21.
*Tis the-poor, the blind, the maimed, the balt, the lame,

&c. And are there any that can fay, they are worfe?

If thou, fay, I can'do 'nothing, I am maimed and cannot

come ; the gofpel bids call the cripple,-and provides him -

& chaviot of the awood of Lebanop, paved with Jove, and having
(to fpeak fo) all the feats and cuthions of it of love, Cant.
:3- 10, and giveth Rilts dr ‘crugches of grace to.ander pros
. . . ’ . N an
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#ind eagles wings to carry them, If thou be a confufed
body, and wot'ft not what to do, it bids -call the blind,

It thou be poor, blind, mifevable, wretched and waked, and

yet having conceited and fancied that thou waft »ich, thou

art nat excluded for all that ; for, Rev. 3. 18. Laodicea

conlifts of a_hypocritical pack, and company of lukewarm
‘profeflors, who are fo lothfom to Chrift, that he threatens -
to fpew them out of his nouth ; and yer tofuch, even to

fuch he faith, I counfel thee to buy of me, &c. And, if thefe

be invited, who can exempt or exclude themfelves from

~ the offer or bargain ? Do not thefe thingd moft convincing-

ly and irrefragably demonftrate his willingnefs, when there
is not a finner that is either poor, proud, vain, hypocriri~
cal, &%, but he is included in the call of the "gofpel ?
(10.) Confider hisurgeney and preffingnefs in making and
bearing home the offer: O how long-fuffering is he ! and
with what patience doth he wait on! *Tis notr an.ambafs .

fage that’s broken up if it be not prefently clofed with,

as a hafty man doth ; bur, 4l the day bave I firetched out my
bands to a gain-faying people, (s, 65. Ferufalem, Ferufa~

“Jem, bow often would I bave gatbered thee ! 8&c,'Matth,

-23. How doth wifdom ftand and prefs her invitation, Prov,
1.20, & 8. 1, 2, &c. Ezek. 18. 31, 32. Turn you at my
rebuke, ewby will ye die? Luke 14. 23. Go to the bigheways,
and compel them to come in. 1 Jolin 3. 23. This is bis com-
mandment, tbat ye believe on the name of the Som of God.,
*Tis not left as an indifferent thing at finners option, to -
‘de or not.do; but the fame authority, that enjoins keep=
ing the fabbath, and that forbids ‘curﬁng and {wearing,
doth lay on this command of believing, Cowe #o the wed=
ding, believe, man and woman, and be faved : And what .
is all this ro the bowels of mercy, grace, and love that

- are in him ? His belly is Jike ivory, overlaid aith [appbires &

His face is wbite and ruddy, a part whereof this is; and
yet "tis nothing (to fpcak fo) to the principal copy, which
1s his heart | that’s a great depth, even the very centre
and clement (asit wch of love. God is love (faith Foba)
as if he were nothing elfe but love s And whar a love mu@t
it be, where he is (to fpeak fo) turned into love in the

~ perfon of Chrift 2 Angels cannot to the full confider of ir,

mor congeive it ; yous hcartRs cannot reach i. Sure there
' "Ra : is
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260 Through Chrifi's Blood alone,
is much, wonderfully much ground here to lay it for - an
undoubted truth, that our Lord Jefus is exceedingly de-
firous of the falvation of finners, and of many finners,
and is ina great readine(s to make his righteoutnefs fotth-
;oming to them, and heartily to welcome all that come ta

im. 4

The fecond ufe is of exbortation: And ye may at firft
blufh fee whither it runs, even to flir us up xo-accept of,
and embrace thefe good news with glad hearts. Is there
here a good bargain, and a fure way through faith to make
ufe of 1t ? and is Chrift fo willing to communicate it?
What fhall I fay to you ! isit not a pity to mifs it ? Nay,
would ye do Chrift ‘a pleafure? then lay weight on his
righteoufnefs, and,give him finful fouls to be faved by
" jum. If we fought great or hard things from you, to
pleafe bim, would you not judge yourfclves obliged to
.grant them ? But when he faith on the mamer, Give me
your fouls to be faved, and I fhall accouat that fatisfac-
tion fo me for all the travel of my foul; O how unfpeak-
ably great is your obligation, readily and cheerfully to
grant o Joving and reafonable a requeft ? If fuch a gra-
cious offer had never been made, it would have been,
.Men and Bretbren, what fball we do ? and there would have
been a mighty great farring and trembling to dgaw near :
But when it ts not to the mount that cannet be touchbedy not
10 Mofes that we are called to come, bur to a Saviour, whom
ye cannot -pleafc better than (nay not ar all, but) by
receiving of him, and whom in fome refpe& -ye cannot
difpleafc at all, if ye receive him ; let me befeech and
obrelt you, as ye would nort be found guilty of treading this
blood of the covenant under foot, and as ye would not
for ever debar yourfclves from remiffion of fins with him,
smake ufe, O make ufe of this propitiation for fin, and
for procuring your pardon and peace. Would to God this
were the fruit of fuch a day’s work ! for indeed ‘tis our

rear work, and the very fcope of all.our preaching : And, -

behold, I proclaim to you, that remiffion of fins is to be

" bad. thro” his blood, and that there fhall not be any up- .

braiding of you, ner cafting#up of bygones, if ye willin-
deed receive him, and clofe with him, on: his own fweet,

- ealy .
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eafy and very reafonable terms: O then fit not this urgent
call, and the day of your merciful vifiration.

And, to prefs this exbortation a little, Confider, that grace '
hath a throne and fhall triumph in this gofpel, either in
your gaining, or in being avenged upon you for your de-
fpifing of its riche® and frecft offers. Let us, I pray,
reafon the matter with you a litle? And, 1. Are there
not finners here ? There is not a defign in this gofpel to -
fave any others but finners ; and, if (o, #o you is this falva-
sion fent,. who by nature are finners, enemies, and at feud
with God: The do&rine of this gofpel carries in its bor
fom remiffion of fins. - Would to God ye were fuitably
affe@ted with fin, and judging yourfelves, that fo ye might’
be in fome capacity to receive it. 2. Tell me, what is
it that ye wéuld be at 2 Is it remiffion of fins ? ’tis here;
Would ye have the covenant and promifes ? here they.
arc;: Is it Chrift himfelf that ye would have, becaufe ye
dare not triyft to a promife withouta Cautioner ? here heis:

- Or would ye have heaven, and be eternally happy ? “tis

alfo here. "Confider then, I befeech you, what is in your
offer : Dare you ﬁc{, that the fecurity is not ' valid, good
, it ye fhould, there are many witne(=
fes in heaven againft you, and alfo the facrament on carth,
which now isoffered to confirm you. ‘This bargain, there-
fore, and its fecurity muft be received, or elfe wo unto
you for ever; This word which we now preach, nay,
thefe fiones fhall bear witnefs againft you, that our Lord
Jefus was willing to fave you and every one of you; and
ye would not ; and therefore your blood fhall be required
at your own hand, and he found without any the leaft
culpable acceffion toir. 3. Yeare cither to communicate
to-day, or yc are only to bg hearers and fpeators ;
Whether the one or the other, is there not a neceflicy that
e clofe this: bargain? If ye be to communicate, will ye
take the bread and wine, and misken and-flight Chrit ?
1f (o, ye will ear and drink your own damnation, Would
you have the charater of a right communicant? This is -
it, that ye renounce your-own, and truft to his righteouf-
nefs, and take the facrament for a confirmation of your

- intereft in it ; If ye come thus, ye fhall be welcome ; for

this ordinance is appointed for this very end. If ye be
’ - R : Bt
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not to communicate, this word of the gotpel comes to you
tho’ ye have fecluded yourfelves from the facrament
either thro’ ignorance or fcandal i It might be a fweet
communion to you, if yer Chrift get a-welcome ; and it
thouid, Iaffure you in his naine, make way to a new com-
munion here or in heaven. But, 4. ¥ would a little more

particularly befeech you to confider, that ye muft cicher -
- give Chrift a welcome or not, a yea or a 'nayfay, a grant
or a denial ; for there is po mean or middle ; This d:{ :

fhall.net pafs and go by without a hit or a mifs (to fpe
1o0) Chrift will not knock at your door, and nothing fol-

. low or be done ; It will cither be, that Chrift was at fuch

a rime (ruzed or) commended, and made offer of, and
Bi: people would have none of him; or that the heart
opened asthe heart of Lydia unto the Lord, and that fal-

vaion can¢ to the foul, as it did to Zacchexs his houfe.”

Your time is but fhort and uncertain, yc know ot if ye
fhall come auorher fibbath to hear ; fome that now fpeak
to you, and fome that hear, arc dailylremoved: And this
bids you m:ke hafte to creep in to him 3uickly wichout
longer delay, while his arms are flrerched out to receive

" and embrace you. There are feveral forts among you,

that kce{p at a d.ftance from Chrift} bur ] would have all
of you foberly to think, whether ye will fuy 2ea, or Nay,
There is here what may filence and fatisfy any foul that
thwarts with the call of God : Can ye fay, that there is

“any better bargain, ary berrer fecurity, or any heartier

call and invitation ? Let us come and reafon togetber, faith
the Lord (Ifa. 1. 18, 19.) Tkough your fins. be as crimfom,
they Jball be a5 white as [ ow ; though tkey be ved as feavlet,
they fball be as ool : If ye be willing and obedient, ye fball
ear the good of the land ; butif ye vefufe and vebel, ye fball
be defivoped.  Qur Lord’s blood is of thar cfficacy, that it
can make crimfon and fcdrlet-coloured fins, white, white

as fnow and wool':” Why do ye then linger, flick, ftand

or hair ? :

Ye'will, it may be, ohje? and fay, Firfl, I would fain
come, if I dur@t, Bur confider, I pray you, that "tis Chrif
and the covenant, and grace on. the throne that call you;
and this is their voice, Thou Eaff [poken and dowe evil as
thom couldfty yet return wmto me: And therefore fear abl;d

. S © tremble

.
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reemble, yet come; fear,. and bring your. fins with you'to
the fountain to be wathen, and to askirt of his love to be.
covered thereby ; and yon fhall on_your coming be

. €'eanfed and covered. Bur it may be, ye will, next, ob~
jeit and fay, I would faio come, but I cannot come. For
anfwer, Let me ask you, Is there a foul in hell this day,
-that can fay, I would fain have come, and could not come
That which we feck of you.'is, to make no long, tedious
or toilfom voyage, if there be honefty : *Tis -only, that,
when Chrift is come to you, ye will be willing to receive
him ; and, if ye thus come, ye arc believers. Do not, I
befeech you, miftake, in thinking (and thereby obfirut-
ing your own coming) that perfons muft firft be belic-
wers, and then come to Chrift: No; but firft ye muft come
with the little glimmering that ye have, and lame as ye

_ are, and it will go with-you ; his chariot is wairing for you ;
And the very crippleft of you, ‘that cannot come of your~
felves to Chrift, if ye be willing to clofe with him on his |
own terms, he fhall come to you, But ‘iis hike, fome
will, in the third place, obje@ and fay, Alas! I am very
indifpofed to come, For anfwer, I fhall grant it may in.
deed be true ; but yet confider who are 1nvited, ’tis the
poor, blind, bailt, maimed, wretchedand miferable : O what
unfitnefs have fuch! and yet none of them are excepted
againft. I would have nope to be prefumptuous agd vain;
bar, if indeed ye would fain come, ye cannot comé foin-
difpofed, as the, bargain will on that account bLe caft: It
will not be the want of a difpofition that fhall catt ir,
elfe the cripple and blind, and ~lukewarm Laodiceans had
never been invited, Whether is a fuitable difpofition of .
your own making, or of Chrift’s? Sure “tis of his; and
can ye expect ought from him, withour coming to him,
or believing in him ? But, fourtbly, Some will obje# and
fay, Alas !'I have often come, and broken away again ;
how can I then believe that I am invited ? For anfwer, I
would defire you ro confider whither that objetion tends,
even to queftion the truth of ‘the gofpel: Our Lord Je-
fus fdith, He came to fave finmers ; and ye fay, I weould
fain know if that be truec or note If ye be poor, biind,
miferable, naked, &c.-and have need, he commandsus to

. invite and call fuch; and 'ri{ the way of unbclief to make

3 , " them
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them fear at Chrift, and ftand furtheft aback from him,
who have moft need to draw nedr to him: If ye have
come and broken afterward, come again ; and, where a
knot hath not holden, caft a new one. But, alas ! there is
a fort of carelefs atheifts and fecure hypocrites, whom this
gofpel frikes dead ; and ‘carnal worldlings, who have no
fertous thoughts of what is coming : I would pofe fuch,
and ask you, Care ye for your fouls ? care ye tor remif-
fion of fins ? or care ye for the enjoying of God 2 If ye
do, then fure, it is unfpeakably of your concernment ta
confider and clofe with the call and offer of this gofpel:
And if there be any of you, that have loved your idols,
and after them will go, I would defire_you in fobernefs to
fay toir, Will ye prefer any idol to Chrift, the creature
to the Creator, the temporal finful being of your body ro

. the eternal well-being of both foul and body ? If ye will,

~ then be fure, that this conviion, in your judgment and -

" confcience, will go along with fuch a curfed refolution,
_ that Chrift and heaven were'the abfolutely beft bargain.
* The third Ufe ferves to cheer and folace. finners, that
have beraken  themfelves to_ Chrift. O all ye who are
glad to hear tell of fuch a Saviour, and whofe heart is
even now content to take him, and to’ renounce all idols
. for his fake: We have, 1. Remiffion of fins, not only to
offer, but even to proclaim freely to you ; He that believes
45 pap from deash to life, and fball not come into condemma=
tion : Theve is mo condelnnation to them whe . are in Chrift
ofus. awhbo walk not after the flefb, but after the Spirit, as
atis, Rom, 8. 1. If ye fay, What will become of the fins
that we are now under the guilt of 2 I anfawer, They fhall
befreely forgiven: In thofe days and at that time (faith. the
Lord by the prophet Feremiab, Chap. 50. 20.) the inigui-
¥y of Ifrael fball be fought for, and theve fball be mone ; and
2he fins of Judab, and they fball not be found : For I 'will
pavdon thew whom I veferve. When all the books fhall be
caft open, there fhall be nothing found te charge upon'a

believing ele& ; *Tis God that juftificth, who ball condemn ?

Sin is pardoned to'you, asreally as it was to 4brabam and

to David; and heaven is .made as fure to you, as it was to.

them, who are mbw in it : ‘Ye have the fame Surety, the
fame Saviour, the famc Covenant. 2, What promilf;
./ . wou
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is the Ren:iffion of Sins. 265
would ye have? I know ye need many ; but is there any
of all the promifes thar is not in the covenant? Yea, ye
have the covenant and Chrift both, for be is given for a
covenant to you ; Al things are yours, (as it is, 1 Cor..3.)
avbetber Paul, or Apollos, or Cepbas, or the world, or life or
death, or things prefent or things to come, all ave yours, and

. ye areChrift's ; ye have a title and right to all the promifes,

and may comfort yourfelves in the affured” hope of the
gcrformancc of them. O that many were in capacity to

eceive this confolation! 3, There may be a wearifom
time here, and who knows what trials and fcatterings may
overtake you, what times may go over you, ere ye get a-

" nother communion? It were beft then, that ye who feri=
- oufly mind to cleave to Chrift and his covenant, were mak-

ing for them: And thercfore lay up this confolation, O
believers, comfort yourfelves in this blefled bargain; ye
have Chrift and remiffion of fins, take the facrament as a
feal thereof: There is a day coming, when ye will drink
it new inthe kingdom of heaven; O cheer yourfelves in
the hope of it, and for the time in this refemblance of ir,
when ye fee a poor man perfonating our Lord Jefus Chrift,
and by his warrant offering him to you : The day is com=
ing when there fhall be no refemblarice, no temple, no
minifters, no ordinances, no facrament ; but ye fhall drink

. of that new wine, the grapes whereof grow on Chrift Je-

fus the Tree of Life in the. midft of the paradife of God;

-even the wine of the confolation of glory, that will keep
'zou in a continual holy ravifhment, when all tears fhall

e wiped away, and ye fhall have full§ fatisfying blefled-
nefs in the immediate vifion -and fruition of God : And,

. fince itisfo, Let the joy of the Lord bedjom frength. TFhere

fhall not a believer come to the Lord’s table this day, bit

. . there is a day coming when he and fhe fhall drink it new,

without interruption eternally, in the kingdom of heaven :
Fatber (faith (?hriﬁ;'yobn 17.) I aill, that thefe whom
thou baft given me, may be with me wheve I am, to bebold
my glory : And again, The glory awbich thou gaveft me, I
bave given them > And Taith he, Rev. 3. 12. I will write
upon bim my wew name, and the mame of the city of my
God, &c. that is, the communication and participation of
the glory of the Head, as the members are capable. La-

bour
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bour, O labour to have your-appctites fharpned, and your
longing defires quicknedyto taﬂcpf)f this ne;fn‘:ine : ltywill
be frefh, ftrong and fweet there, And, feeing the Lord
allows you fuch confolation, take ir, and take the facra~
' ment as a pledge of it: And think with thyfelf, O be-
diever in Chrift, What! fhall I, finful and unworthy I,
ere long fit with Chrift at his table in glory3 and is this
a fign aod reprefentation of it under a vail 2 #bat manner

perfon ought I 1o be in all-boly converfation and godlinefs?

ught I not to love him much, and #o continue with bins

in all bis tentations ? The kingdom will faperabundantly
make up all: The very firt draught of this new wine will
make fighing and forrow for ever to flec away. Let your
. fouls be comforted in what ye have, and in the expe&a-
tion of what is coming: There are great things coming;
ye have a rich and liberal, a free and frank Beftower, and
notably geod fecurity. Come therefore all of you to the
due ufe-making of rhe covenant, and of the facrament in
reference to thisend: And the Lord himfelf, that callg
you, etable you to come aright, that it may be a clofed,
fealed, and confirmed bargain betwixt him and you this
day, rthat ye may have ground to fay, This is the day which
‘#be Lord bath made, we will be glad apd rejoice in it.

[ETRTERTRPRPRRRETY FRPITUPRRIFERRNPINNTPRPISS

A ‘Thal*.kfgiw}ing Sermon after the Communion, the

.. laft thar ever the Author preached on fuch an Oc-
cafion, at Glafgow, s .

. : On Matth, 26. ver. 29. \
But I [ay unto you, I will not drink benceforth of this fruit
_tf the wine, until that day when I drink it new with you
rin my Fatber's kingdom, .

SERMON IL

O UR bl-fled Lord Jefus is now near taking leave of
‘his apoftles, and preparing them for the ftorm
‘ they were to meet with: And, for the confolation
ot them and of all his followers to the end of the world,
- he infticuteth this ordinance/of the communion, to blco his
o . - Ve
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Jove-token in his abfence; that all his people might be
confident of his refpeét to them, as well as to thofe then

refent ; and that all of them might thereby be put and
ﬁcpt in the remembrance of him till his coming again,
He hath given them a mafly and marrowy fum of the
gofpel in the words immediarely preceeding ; This cup
(faith he) is my blood of the new teflament [bed for the remif~
fion of the fins of many:, To which he fubjoins, partly for
‘warning, partly for confolation, thefe now read, But [ fay
umto you, Lawill not drink benceforth of tbe fruit of the vine, till
I drink it new awith you in.my Fatber's kingdom ; asif he had
faid, Tho’ now we be fitting here at the commupion-table
heartfomly together, I tell you, that I and ye will have no
mo communions here on earth : The particle t«t is to give
_them a watch-word ; and yet, according to his blefled man«
ner and wont, he hath the beft word hindmoft, and tellsthem
glad news on the back of it; For they might fay, Wo's
"us, fweet Mafter, will we never meet again at.a commue
pion? Think not fo, faith he;: we fhall yet meert again,
and have a fweet communion in heaven, This then is a
very heartfom difmifs: Tho’ he fends them away,. ad-
vertifing them of a florm coming, and tho’ they knew not
well what was before them ; yet he heartens and ericou-
rages them with a’promife, that the fhall have this wine
new, or the ‘thing fignified by it, with a far other relifh,
in glory; and that then he and they fhould have good
days of it. I fhall fay no more to the expofition, fcope,
or divifion of the words: Take this one deffrire from
them, and then a few things en the connexion, for wfe.
¢ The great doflrine then implied is this, That belisvers
will bave a fweet commaunion in Chrifi's Fatber's kingdom in |
beaven. This is exprefly in" the text, and ¢onfirmed by’
other fcriptures, as namely, Luke 22, 29. Ye are they that
bave continued with me in my temptations, and I appoint um-
20 you & kingdom, as my Fatber batb appointed unto me 3
 That ye may eas_and drink at my table in my kingdom,
*T'his is that communion, even a-partaking of Chrift’s glos
. ry in his Father’s kingdom, and with him in it; and, Fobx
17. 22, The glwrdbicb thou gaveft me, I bawe given them o
And, v. 24. Fatber, I will, that they whom thow baft given
we may be with me, to bebold my glory which thou baft given
. - / : e
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268 - . Believers [aveeteft Communion. .
me: 'Which words fer forth, not only the certainty of
the thing, a glorious place and day, and the excellency
.of the feaft, bur alfo aforr of peremptoritiefs in reference
thertto ; Fatber, I will, faith he. Vehen he prayed that
the cup might depart from him, he does it conditionally
and with fubmiffion ; but, when he prays for communion
in glory to him aud his followers, therc is no fubmiffion
(to fpeak fo) becaufe it was according to the covenant of.
redemption, and therefore he is abfolute and holily pe-
remptory in it; and the Fatber bears bim always: So in
the cpiftles written to the feven Churches of 4fia, Rev. 2.
3..it is promifed by our Lord, to him that évercomerh
that he will give bim the bidden manna, the white flone, and
wew name, $o fit with bim on bis throme : Let all belicvers
on earth be gathered together, they cannor tell what thig
is, what a manna, what a communion this will be ; it quite

-trahfcends all experience, all expreflion and conception :

Only in the text it is called, ' 1. #ine, which isa ver
cordial thing ; it is meat indeed, and drink indeed. 2, It

“1is called mew wine; we tafte of it here, but it is new and

hath another relith there, 3. It is ina fweet place, not
in any earthly houfe or -upper-chambér, not in a material

_temple made with hands, but in Chrift’s Father’s kingdom

“that new erufalery, that tabernacle of God, where God

~dwelleth with angels and glorificd faints; tbe city paved

$0) the very HEART of heaven. This communion hath

with pure gold; the gates Wwherecf are pearl; the foundations

" of theé wall whereof are garnifbed with all manney of precious

fones ; which bath no fun, but the glory of God and of the
Lamb is the light thereof, O belicvérs, who have fome
of you but core-houfes, fmoky holes here, ye fhall have
manfions of glory there, admirably good accommodation ;
It is with excellent and nome-fuch company, even with
Chrift ; tor he fays, that be will drink this wine new with
ws in his Father’s kingdom. It isa great matter to get
Teave to fir down with Abratam, Ifaac and Facob, David,
and the prophets Llijab, Ifaiab, Feremiab, Ezekiel, Daniel,
and the reft of them, with Jobn the Baptif, with Paul, -
obn," Peter, and the other apcftles, and with the whale
congregation of the fivft born; but it is more, to drink the
new wine with Chrift - himfelf, in heaven, who is (to fay

in -
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in it thefe five notable qualifications. 1. It is immeédiate:
All our communion here is mediate, ordinances and mi=
nifters interveen and come betwixt us and him, and there
is need of faith in order to it; but, in that ¢ommunion a=
bove, there is no intermediate mean, there we fhall fee bis
face, as it is-(aid, Rev. 23. 3. there is no temple, no mini-
fiers, no preaching, no light of candle or fun there, but
the Lamb and the Lord God, who enlightens it; the ta~
bernacle of ordinances will then be taken down, every
thing which is in part will be done away, when that which
is perfed is come; the Lord Jball feed, anwd the Lamb pail
lead us by thefe living waters, . . -

. 2..There isin it a fharing of the fime glory with the
Mediator ; he and we fhall drink of one cup, fit at one
table, and fit on one throne, Rev. 3.21. We fhall partake
of Chrift’s glory: / will (faith he, Fobnm 17.24.) that they
bebold my glory ; there we get eminently the mew name, and
the mame of the city of Chrift’s God, \Rev. 3. there bis mame

. il 'be in our forebeads, Rev. 22. 4, and our vile bodies will

be made comformable to Chrift’s glovions body, Philip. 3. 21.
QOur fpirits will be made pure as he is pure ; when we
fhall be raifed in incorruption, we fhall bear the image of
the heavenly 4dam, and our bodies fhall be made fpiritu-
al. It cannot be told what this will be, to be made par-
takers of Chrift’s glory, when the fulnefs of the Godhead
fhall be communicated to us objettively, and when God
fhall be 4l in all. 3, Itisa communion fatisfying com=

leatly ; if Chrift’s communion be full, ours fhall be full:
rn this communion oone fhall complain of defertion, none
thall defire more of the Spirit, or more confolation; for it
thall be full: Then fhall we fatisfyingly know the Jove of
Cbrift that paffesh knowledge, and be filled with all the fulnefs
of God. This water of life will farisfy to the full the grea-

_ teft thirft of fuch as long for Chrift; there fhall notube

to fpeak o) an empty corner in the moft capacious foul.

hou poor hungry and thirfty, empty and indigent belie~ -
ving foul fhalt then be full, and kept full (according to’

creaturc-capacity) to the very brim ; and thy heart, that

is now narrow and ftraitned, fhall be widened and enlarged

then, to take in this fweer and faistying wine; there fhall

not be one veflel in glory, " but it fhall be filled btimf;:

. . . . . . . -~ . wi[
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" with the new wine of thefc flrong confolations of God, be- -
ing dilated, eapacitated, elevared and enlarged for chat
very end. 4, This communion is uninterrupted ; there thall
be nothing to mar ir, no crofs, no fin, no temptation to fin 3
For no unclean thing enters within -the gates of the neey
Fermfalem; no curfe, no cry in thofe firécts, no weeping,
. no forrow, no fighing for any thing pat, nor hotror nor
fear from the apprehenfion of any evil coming, nor any’
the leaft mif-tuning of the Lamb’s fong of praife; the
heart fhall (to fpeak fo) be fo firinged and bended, as it
$hall never again flack in its bent, but be Rill kept at ‘its
higheft note ; our harps fhall never hang any more on the
. willows, but we fhall keep them fill in our hand, chaoting
the praifes of the Redeemer to that new hedvenly tune ne-
wer heard on earth, with palms of vi&ory in our hands,
and crowns of glory oo our heads, following the Lambp |
whitherfoever he goes. » 5. It 'is an eternal communion :
We thall drink for ever with him, and be abundantly faris«
~fied with the farndG of his houfe, and made holily drunk .
with the viver of bis pleafure, with whom is the fountain :{'
life, and in whofe light awe pall erernally fee light; who
well of life is always running, in whofe prefence is’ fulnefs of
jors, and at bis vight band pleafures for evermore. Tho'
through all eternity thoufands and millions will be drinkinﬁ
of this new wine, yet it fhall never be the lefs, but is an
thall be fill freth and flowing. : -

- Now, for aplication; Let me ask you, Do ye believe
this, that therc is fuch a day coming, and that thefe are the
true and faithful fayings of God-? O if ye all that hear me
vhis day did indeed believe it! The belicf of ir, fure, s
very fuitable, and would make a very fweet life; ye will
never be holy, ye will never aright fear nor love God, ye
will never hate fin, nor be heartfom in his fervice, neither
will ye be truly thankful, tll ye really believe it. I am
afraid, if atheifts, earthly wretches, drunkards, tipplers,
‘curfers, {wearers, hypocrites, &, were fingled out and fes
parated from among us, they would be found to be buta
fmall number who belicve this: 'Do ye or can ye believe
it,, that have your ,Portion in this life, and feek no more ¥
Nay, believers, if ye indeed believe it, why are you fo

heartlefs? why cnvy ye the poor profperity of the men of

the
il
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the world 2 why do ye not prefs aftet this mark and prize 2
If ye believed 1t fuitably, your hearts would laugh within
you, your fpirits would rejoice, your faces would fomeway
fhine; and what is fpoken of this day, would have a divine -
fplendor and luftre in your eyes: If you believe it, why
fsit not your work and bufinefs to live fo, as ye:may hope
1o drink of this cup of this new wine with Chrift in heaven ?

“Tho’ ye thould drink water all your days, this wine will
- ‘abundantly compenfe thar; tho’ now the bread of fome of

you be but brown, this feaft of truly royal dainties is be-
fore you; our Chriftian friends, that are gone, are fccding
fweetly onir, Long, O believers, to be with them; an

take it not ill, tho’ ye be here fomewhar ftraitned and kept
fearce, and have but a little portion, a fmall pittance and
fcant meafure of the things of this world, when others
fare well and fumptuoufly, live high, are gorgeoufly ap-
parelled : Your feaft and royal robés are before you. The
rich and great 'men of this world, whofe portion is in this
life, care little for poor bodies that feck'God : Care ye as
little for their portion as they care for yours; they fhall
not, a litrle hence, get a drink, nay, not a drop of cold
-water, when ye fhall drink this new wine, this royal wine
‘in abundance : Chrift’s fervants fhull eat, when they fball be

. “burgry ; his fervants fball dvink, awhen they fball be tkirfly ;

they fpall fing for joy of beart, awhen the others pall mourns
and bowl for vexation of [pivit;, asitis, Ifa. 65 13. O feck
‘after clearnefs of intereft in him, that ye may throughly
‘believe, love, and long for this life. This heartfom com-

-munion with Chrift in heaven is referved for themthar keep

‘communion with him here onearth, and to them it is here
promifed : I will not fay, that none can get heaven, but
‘thofe who get the facrament; but this I dare boldly fay,
that thofe who have not communign with Chrift here, fhall -
mever get communion with him hereafter; and whocver

- ‘communicate honeftly here, fhall have communion with

Chrift in"glory. Be ye comforted who believe in Chrift,

* who covenant honeftly with him, and who bope in bis mercy ;

or he and ye together fhall have a compleatly full, imme-
diate, uninterrupted and eternal communion in heaven, that
fhall' never end. Need ye to be confirmed in the truth of

“this 1 his Word ‘may ferve you, and ye have she facramertt

r ) befide :,
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betide :- He hath lefe his word to hearten poor believers une
der all their inward and outward troubles, under their fpi-
rirual maladies and bodily ficknefles and infirmitics, and to
affurc them for their comfort that there is a good life coming,
"and he hath given the facrament as a pledge of it: Will ye
then confider ferioufly, whether this word belong to you,
and if ye may with his allowance hearten yourfelves from it, *
that there isa day coming that ye fhall get communion with.
Chrift in heaven. He doth not mean, that allthat getthe
facrament, get this communion ; for Fwdas, who nor im=-
- probably gor the facrament, is excluded. Would ye know
then, who havé been honeft communicants to-day, that
may’ expeét this heavenly communion? And methinks,
that every one of you, that hath any ferious- concern for
your fouls, will be rouzed here, and greedily longing for
smarks and evidences of that.” But, if any of you would be
at evidences to make you fecure, I declare I have none fuch
to give you: But I fhall hint at zawo or three, which may be
as dircttions in duty to you who mind houeftly : The firft
whereof is, Luke 22. 29. Ye are tbey that bave continued
awith me in my temptation, and 1 appoint uxto you a kingdoms.
Here it isclear, that thefe tawo go together, viz. continuing
.with Chrift in his temptations, and coming to his kingdom.
In a word, it is not to be religious for the fathion, but'in
carneft; it isnotto be religiousfora day or two, or in fome
_trials only, but to continue in it, and with him in his temp-
Atations, whatever they be; not only to be religious when
religion is countenanced, but when it is difcountenanced,
and perfecution is met with for its fake, and when there
-are many fnares and temptations to draw you away ; “tis a
ftedfaft abiding with Chrift in trying rimes, fummer and
‘winter, fo tofay: If a blaft of trial and.temptation come,
‘and ye grow giddy and wavering in the rruth, or if a fpiric
of profanity come (and look forit, and lay your aécount
with it) and ye be ready to laugh and give in your taunt,
gybe, and mock with the. profane, againft the power of
godline(s and the godly; away with your religion, it is not
a continaing with Chrift in bis temptations. This mark
puts you to work (and fuch marks are fafeft) 7o bim that
svercometh, isa word often repeated, Rev. 2. 3. and feral-

‘ways before you the promife of glory and communion with
, : : Chrift

’ N
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Chrift in heaven ; on fucn, and on fuch only, will Chnft
wwrite bis mew name, and fet them om bis throme. A fecond
mirk is, Ye thar do indeed keep corarpunion with Chrift

|~ here, and war againft your lufts, withour any allowed peace,

truce or ceffation of arms, till ye get them broughs down,
routed and ruined by an carire viory, thail partake ot
this communion in glory : If ye do notdcliberateiy give up
with Chrift to keep company with idols, ye may have hope; -
but the snbelieving and fearful, that cannot endure to look
a luft nor a trial for Chrift 1 the face, and who, it may be,
are juft now wearyiug of fuch a day and fermon, and it is
evenas a prifon ro them to be reftrained fo long from world-
ly bufiné{s and pleafures, are utterly excluded from all
hope, while they remain fuch. Serious fouls will, beiike,
here fay, We arc fighting, but we come not fpeed. I ana
Jwer, Letnot that difcourage you, if there be no hope to
¢ome fpeedin end; continue in the fight, and you fhall
come fpeed : Chrift is thy Caprain, and a Captain of falvatia
on, at whofe back none fell {o as not to anife. A third mark
s, i%bn’ 17. 6,.7, 8. where Chrift is praying for the dif-
ciples, that they may be admitted to this communion; and
fatth he, 7 gave them the words which thou gaveff me, and
they baveveceived them. The believer receives Chrift's words:
and keeps them,'and makes exception againft none of them ; -
when hé¢ rakes one word, he cafts not at another ; he takes.
not one piece of the covenant of grace, and rejeéts another 3
But univerfally he-approves and accepts of all Chrift's words,
atid more particularly, and in a fpecial manner, of the com-
mand of believing. Thus fpeaks the Pfalmig, Pfal. 119.
128. Lofieém all thy commandments concerning all things to
be right ¢ So faith Chrift of the difciples, f bavs given thens
thy wovds, and they bave received them ; and particularly (as
if°he had faid) I'propofed a fpecial fuit to them, that they
would be friends wich thee, and be reconciled to thee
through faith in me; and they received that word ; There-
fore glorify them. Ye may poflibly think thefe marks dif-
*ficalr ; but, would you have a religion that will pu: you to
o pains? Snch marks are high and hard indecd to flcth and
blaod, and to' your lafts; but, what lofs is in mortifying

“thele ? Is it any prejudice tt" you to receive Chrift’s words, -

. ~ an
. » ! ’
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and to keep them, and to foliow him in his (cmpmtm,
when an hundred-fold more than ye can lofe is to be gotten

by fo doing ? And therefore we declare to you from . the .

word of the Lord, if ye refolve not to live as having on you

-the wedding-garment, we cannot fay that ye fhall eat and
~drink with Chrift ar his rable in his kingdom.

In the next place, According to the method propofed, ye
would confider the connexion, and how this purpofe comes
in ; even thus, as if the Lord had faid, Ye¢ have now_an
excellent communion-day ; but ye and I will have no more
together in this ‘world : Whence obferve, Tbat the beft
communion-day- that God's people bave berey bath a BU T
in it, or fometbing that makes it appear defe&ive ; only in
that communion -1n heaven thereIs no but, nodefe@&: And
it implies, 1. His faying to them, Ye have now been at
thecommunion, but ere long ye fhall meet with temptation
and trouble ; and as he faid, fo within a very little it came
to pafs. So may I fay, Weare here now, butdo we know

how foon a temptation may affault and prevail ? The temp=

ter is waiting on, and hath, it is like, given in his peti-
tion for a permiffion to cffay fuch and fuch a perfon, by
fome-fuitable temptation, ere to-morrow; and he offers, it-
may be, to make his hypocrify to be difcovered : And it
will be+a fad matter, it any of you ftumble and be overe
taken with the temptation. 2. It looks to she feattering that
was coming : We will not (as if hehad faid) be all toge=
ther ar the comimunion again ; for it is awritten, I will
fmite the Shepberd, and the foeep (ball be fcattered. Itis more
than probable that we fhall not all drink and eat at one table
again: Are there not fome both minifters and people dead
and gone fince the laft communion ¥ And ye may wane
fome of both, ere ye gét another ; and may there not fome
fad divifion, trouble or confufion arife, “to the offending of
fome, and laying of them afide ¢ Nay, fome may be offen-
ded at thefe fame ordinances; Satan hath many waysto break
in upon us : Nay, let me tell you, that 4 cloud of perfe~
cution may come and cover us, that we fhall not dare to
come, or may fcruple to come to fuch an ordinance, tho,

_we be how dawted and (asit were) dandled on. his knee.

3. It may look to their being deprived of Chrift’s company

“and bodily prefefice. And who knoweth, but there mz

~
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. be a cloud of defertion on ordinances, and a vailing of
Chrift's prefence ? I forewarn you, that ir is to be feared ;
.which fays, we fhould keep him well while we have him,
and net fiir bim up till be pleafe, as the Bride's frequent de-
fire.and refolution is in the Simg. 4. It may look to death
that is coming, and will put an end fo all commanions here ;

after which there will be no more ccmmunions on-earth. -

And indeed it is fuirable that ye were now bethinking your-
felves, What if we never get another ? Ought- we not -
then to feed well on ' this ? It any thing have beeh amifs
or wanting, labour to get it made up. O believers in
Ec heme afealed covenant with you, and read it
-over and over again: If any defeé& hath been on your
part, write it yet in; for, if any blank be, it is cerrainly on
our fide, and not on Chrift’s : And indeed, “tis God's great
mercy, that a feal of his covenant may be ufeful along time
after it is gotten ; flighted baptifms and abufed communi-
ons may be yet ufeful,if we could make the rightufe of them :
And I do not queftion but this communion did the difciples

_ more good after Chrift was gone frony them, than it did now
- when hie was with them at rable. 5. It may ldok to eternity.

Now we are living men and women on carth, but withina
Jittle we will be gone, and our places will know us no more ;
very probably, within twenty, thirty, forty or fifty years,

" we fhall be citar drinking of this seew Wire in heaven above,

or of rhat cup of the unmixed wine of the wrath of God,

having no reft day nor night. O profane atheift, unbelic=

ver, hollow-hearted hypocrite, and flighter of Chrift all
thy days, what a bitter draught will thar be, when God
fhall-put into thy hand the cup of his indignation, which
thall E: for ever poured out unto thee, and thall never como

from thy head ? O drunkard, tipl‘pler, and belly-god, be~

think thyfelf how that draught will go down with thee : The
Lord with bis one foot on eartb and the otber on the fea, with
asn splifted band to beaven, bath fworn, that, witbin a little,
sime fpall be no move, Ye that are young people may, if
ye will, follow the fight of your eyes and the way of your
.own hearts, and rhay rake your pleafure in the days of your
outh ; but know and remember that God will bring you to
judgment ; Your rime is wcaring away, and ye will wear
away ; "tis but a little, and sye will hear no mo preaching:!,
' -3 Y ' and
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and get no mo warnings. 'O rake them in time, if ye be
“wife ; and the Lord perfwade you fo to do. o
In the third place, The fcope of the advertifementand con=
folation is obfervable. When he was giving them the cup,
and rold them, that *tis the cup of the mew teftament in bis.
biood; he fubjoins, Bus Ifay unto you, I will not drink bepce~
forth, &c. This he doth, Firff, Becaule he would fend
them away advertifed and aflured; that there is & fartber
- ben (to fpeak {0) g morve inevard room i veligion, than the
aoft lively and comfortable ordinance bere om earth doth afford ;
a hishcr and more intenfe fpiritual pralice, than any out-
ward part of religiori : He would have them to go away
thinking with themfelves, that all is not done that may be
donc ; thacall is not win ar, which may be had ; that they
are not yet holy enough, nor happy enqugh. O place not,
for Chnift’s fake, place not your religion here, I was at the
facrament, or I got my communion: Wo to that empty

found, and to them who lean all their. weight on it ; ye may

come and abide here for a time, and go away lcaving the
marrow of the matter behind you: All is not ' yet done.
A fecond reafon is, Becaufe be would bave them parsing and
goirg from the communion with fome thoughts of dsarb, of
#beir approaching change and paffing out of time, and of eter-
' mity quickly maycbing wpow them. And iudecd it were good
oing from the communion, and from every other ordie
nance, with fuch thoughts as thefe, Death.is faft comingon
me, and I will be foon gone (faith our Lord on the mat-
ter to the difciples) and ye ‘will ere long follow me, and it
is not thefe ordinances that will be your life in eternity. It
wore good that we came to the Lord’s table, to preaching
and prayer, and went away as dying men and women :
‘This would lay much of our pride, deaden us to the world,

and make us endeavour fo hold a loofe grip of all things in

it, and would keep us under the kindly feofe of the chau%c-
ablenets, uncertainty and fhort continuance of them all ;
and might be of more ufe and worth to us, than twenty
thankfgiving-fermons : Labour then to go from every or-
dinance, as if ye were not to enjoy/another.” A #hird rea-
fon may be, That our Lord szould lead in bis followers to look
after fome framp of beaven, and of the glwious comimmnion
that it aecoming, on their fpirits ; and would bave them going

. S S from
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from the ordinances with fuch thoughts. Alas! we have very
few fuch thoughrs ; our converlation is very little or nor at
all in heaven. Believers, think, and think often, that thefe

‘rags will be rent off us, and we fhall be fér down on the-

throne with Chnift in that raiment of meedle-work. It is a
good token, when a perfon goes from a communion, from
preaching and prayer, more divineand heavenly, mak;agﬁ
every ordinance the fep of a flair (asit were) to afc

upward, having a high eftcem of heaven, and a heart ho-
lily eager and bent on it, content, nay defirous to begone,
whenever he fhall fee it meer;- and, till then, putting on
,and keeping on the whole armour of God, making for one
affault of t¢mpration after another ; heavenly in his whole
walk, in his a&tions, words and thoughts. “As ye would

- not, O believers, interrupt your communion with God in

Chrift, ftudy to be heavenly in your converfation ; for faith
the apottle, Pbilip. 3. 20. Our converfation is in beaves, frons
awbence we look for the Saviour. L‘ay afide (asif he had faid)
qur earthly-mindednefs, away with that; and be heaven-
y in your converfation, for our converfarion is fuch; and
_believers are defcribed to be fuch as love Chriff's appearing.
A fourth reafon may be, Tbat our Lord would begrten and
comforf bis difciples, and fend them away refreped ; yea, itis ta
root out their unbelict, and to arm them againft approaching
trials. So then, 1. Osur Lord Fefus allows believers 10 go froms
she communion, and proportionally from every ordinance rigbtly
come to, cheerful and comforted: "And thercfore he leaves
them with this word, telling them that they will have hard
and fad days; but withal bids them cheer tbemfelves in
the affured expeétation of a day coming, when he and
they fhall drink the new wine in heaven. Our Lord would
have believers humble, thinking on death, and making
ready for it daily ; yet he would not have them cprtur,cg
with the thoughts of it, but cheerful, as having his joy for.
their firength; tho’ he would not have their joy carnal, but
heavenly: And it is the token of a right communicant,
and of a good hearer of the word, when 3 perfon goes away
from it more fpiritually cheered and more heavenly-minq
ded. ' 2. There is wothing that can be more beartfom, cheeving
and vefrefbing to the believer, than the lively bope of commu~
itw, and of & feat on the throne, ip beaven with Chrift ;.
: o ' . avd
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and it is the mark and chhalter of a believer, to bave wo
lower defign. Alas for the fenflefs way of hearing the word,
and of communicating, cuftomary to many, wha haveno

- other nor higher defign than to partake of the outward or-
dinance! "Tis a heartfom thing to go from the gable of the
Lord with this fweet and heavenly meditation,; Chrift and
¥ will meer again ere long at a table in heaven. 3. Tke
thoughts of beaven and the bope thereof may well fuflain &
believer, were there never fo many BUTS and wants in
their prefemt condition bere.  We will not be long together,
faith he, there will be a fcatrering ; but this may keep you
from weeping and mourning, as thofe who have no hope,
that the day cometh wheo we fhall meet again, and never

rt gfunder. It is really a wonder, that we have fo few
fcarious and folacing thoughts of coming to heaven ; There
are none who look for a rich loading c.%ming home by fea,
but they will comfort themfelves in the espectation of it ;
why do we not then comfort ourfelves in the thoughts
of heaven, fince we profefsto have a hope of being there?
even becaufe we are carnal and earthly : And it fays, that
we cither think heaven little worth, or that it is an infuffi-
cient and unvalid right that is to be had to it, or that we-
do not really believe it. All the filver and gold in the
world comforts not a poor body, becaufe he hath no hope
to come by it ; fo there are not a few hearersof the gofpel,
who hear much of heaven, and of tha hope of it, that ne-
‘ver refrefheth thtm, A fJib reafon may be, To waken up
fonging defires, and to fbarpen and put ap edge upon an appetite,
#n bis followers, after beaven, and to teach them wot 2o place
sheiy bappine[s on any thing on this fide beaven; otherwife he .
would never have put their farisfation to a term {o far off :
But he overleaps (1o fpeak fo, with reverence) all the brave
, days that they had and were to have here, and gives them
‘thisfor their f{" farisfa@ion, ‘that the day is a-coming when
he will drink the wime new with thens in bis Fatber's kingdom |
and would have them, in their flight, never refting nor fit-
ting down, till they be there; for he fends them away
hungering for that communnion-table. And we would yet
again exhort and befeech you to ftudy to be in cafe to go.
from the communion, and from every fermon, having fame
ferious thoughts of heaven, and longings for it; bclicvi}r:g
Y . T that
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that the day, the joyful day is coming, when Chrift and ye
will meet, and never fhed or feparate again ; when ye palt
be with bim where be is, and be fet with him at bistable, and

. om bis throne, never to rife off it any more again : Blefled be
-God, that that defirable day is coming. Belicversin Chrift,
cheer yourfelves in the hope of it. If there be any of you
(as, alas! I fear there be very -many) that relith not this -
blefled. change, there is a fad and forrowful cHinge before
you. O be bufy, very bufy to have your intcreft in Chrift,
and the hope of heaven well fecured, by union and com- -
munion with him here ; that {o ye may have the well-groun~
ded hope of heaven, and may frequently draw comfort
‘from it: And, O that we could funder fo ! ‘The little inch -
and moment of time, that we have, will foonand very
uickly wear away, and be at an-end: Go then, my dear

* friends, with this wéll-fixed refolution, that ye muft needs,
in God’s own way,-have heaven, and be eternally bappy
in the foul-fatisfying and rawnifhing enjoyment of thar ful-
1eft and fweereft, never to be interrupted contmunion, that
will be there :- And thank God and,Chrift the Mediator for
the leaft meafure of the well-grounded hope of it; and
make it your bufinefs to have your converfation fuited to,
and {melzing ftrong of that blefled hope. ‘
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ﬁwks prmted and lold by ‘IZwmas mef J
‘den- avd_Fobn Robertfon, at theic Prm- |
tmg-houfc i the Fj jb-marlem L

* ARGE P&Im-books. : :
Confeflion of Faith, 8. with Scriptures at large. ‘ «
- Colleétion of Confeflions of Faith. .
Confeflions of Faith with Scriptures cried.
Confeflion of Faith without Scriptures for Schools, .
Pfalm books large and fmall, fine and coarfe, | o
Xnex’s Hiftory of the Church of Scotland., o "
Durbam ot-the Song of Solomun,’ . ‘
- Durbaim.on:Ifaiab §3d Chaper.
Durkam’s Heaven on Earth.
. Durbam.oo the Commands,
#willifon’s Explication of the: Aﬂ'cm 8
Willifow’s Affli&ed Man’s Companion.><. =
Pidifor's Young Communicant’s Catcchlﬂn"‘ -
An impartiat Teftimony by fome Minifters; &%, of the Church
of Sectland, againft the Defeions thercqf, and of Epiﬁopa«
lians; Indépendents, seceden, &C.

Rutberfoord's Lerters.

Coles on God’s Sovereignty, - .

Weldpoods Meditauons o . )

Henry on the Sacraffient. ' -4

' Brwm s CHRIST the Wa y, the 'l‘mth and thc L:fc

Barry’s Reviving Cordial for a Sin-fick dcfpau-mg Sout, &%.

Sinners in the Hand of an ang }; God ;- A Sermon, preached by:

- Mr. onathan Edwar¥s Minifter ax Nmbmg.n
Doolittle’s Call to Delaying Sinners. < e
"Erskine’s Gofpel Sonnets. . B . .
‘" Vincent's Catechifm. .

Guthrie’s Trial of a Savi atere in Chnit

" Memoirs or Spmmaltﬁx B(i{ et,b Waﬂ .
Bunyan's Holy War. e -
Travels of true Godlindfs, C e ,on
“Mr. Dick's True Chnﬂ:laugomfotts -
The French Convert.. P R o -
Upei’s Prophecy. -~ " oL -
Nixon’s Pro *phccy. S :

Proverbs of Solomol; - - Y

Single Catechifms. . '

Proof Catechifms.” . :

Syllabling Catechifma, ' -3
Metre Catechifins, o .
Mother’s Catechifms, .-

Pfalms for Bibles.
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