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~ Lacjgr.10.totheend of the Chapter,
And IWill plhire upon the houfe of David and
spon the Inbabitants of Terufalews  the Spirie
- of Grace and of Supplication,esc. ,

2GM@Hefle words containe 2 nota-

. ble defcription of a gracious -
B e Sift, which God promifed to
2 )ale beftow upon his people in

ol Nl the dayes of the Gofpel.
) &Y This gift is the Spirit of
N2 on 0g): Grace, fet forth firft by the
Donor or Giver of it,? will powbe it out,wwhich inti-
mates both God the Father,and God the Son.
Secondly, it is defcribed by the manner of be-
ftowing ic: In alarge mcafuéc,l will poure it ’;‘“l:x y
: ' N I'l=
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Thirdly, the fubjecs, or perfons upon whom,
, mﬁz boufe $f David,” and she 1Bbabitents of Ierw.
. Fourthly, the Giftitfclfe the Spirit; amplified
byan Adjunct, and by an Effect. -
An Adjunck,itis the Spirit of Grace. - .
The Effeéts are three: |
The firft work it hath in the heart of him in
whom it is beftowed, is Prayer,Sspplication, that
is, humbleprayers--~ « + v R
Secondly, it works a looking upon Chrift,
whc:i is fet forth by his paffion, and that by their
hands. _ . i
Thirdly, it works a mourning for Chrift;And
'this mourning is amplified by the greatnefle ofit;
and that greatnefle amplifyed by a double com-
" parifon : 1. 4sthe menrning of him that mournes
Jor the lofJe of bss fir[F-borue : 2, Like the mourning
of Haddadrimmon in thevalley of Megiddon.
Secondly, amplified by the privacie ofit, the
fecrecie and inwardlinefle of it, every one apart ;
which:inwardlinefle of their mourning figft im-
plyes the foundnefle and fincerity of it ; They
fhall mourne not oncly when they are feene, bue
- every one apart,concealing it,at leaft forthat time.
fromany. - . S
‘Thirdly, it exprefleth the freenefle of it: To
mourne one family with another, or the whole
conggegation together, would provoke and ftir
us up to mourne with them that mourne: Asthe
weeping eyes of them that fit nearc us, are many
- times uncomfortable to us 5 fo the fight of fome
e, - mouraing
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mourning many times melts the hearts of thofe
that behold them. Now this is fuch a mourning.
 as fhall haveno fuch Helps; their owne hearts fhall
put work enough into their hands ; their looking
upon’ Chrift fhall make them mourne. L

Now for handling thefe points :in order; I
might firft {peak of the Authorand beftower of

this gift, as alfo of the manner of beftowing it s,

and thirdly of the fubjects upon whom it is be-
- ftowed : but {ome other will be'more fiitable to
be firft handled. Therefore firft to {peak of the
gracious gift which God hath promifed to poure

- outabundantly in thefe dayes, which is The spi-.

rif, defcribed by the Adjunct, 4 Spirit of Grace,

and his effeQ, 4 Spérit of Prayer. Whence obferve

thisgote, - f : ,
“The Spérit of Grace i a Spirit of Snpplication.

A fpiri{ of Prayer 5 fo God defcribes the fpirit
hé promifeth to give his people: a fpirit of Sup-
plication, thatis, humble Prayer. Now the fpirit’
of Grace which God beftowes upon his people,

is partly afpirit of Adoption, and partly a fpiric.

of Regeneration, both one fpitit, opely having .
divcrsgmannci' of workings gnd bo(;g 4 H
Apicit of Prayer. Ye have not vecesved: the [piris of
bendage, but the [pirit of adoptive, whereby we cry
\Abba, Father, Rém. 8. 1. Weandall Chriftians
, that firft receive the {pirit of ponddge;: and after:

the fpirit of adoption, wepray humbly and fre-

quently Our Father, Galat, 4. 6. We receive the
aduption of fons by our redemption by the Lond:

'+ Jefus, and.then we'receive the Spirir-of the Sonne”

Ba ¢  into

Dolt.
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into our hearts, whereby we are not onely adopt-.
ed, but regenerated and made the fons of God,.
and thereby cometo cry Abba, Father. Thisis the
fpirit of Grace s Adoption isto make and account
us his owne children: And by the fpirit of Grace:
hiefeales to us the affurance of our Adoption, and
fo makes us of one rature withthe Lord Jefus, by:
communicating to us of the divine nature, 1 Pet.:
* 1. 4.and{o webecome gracious as he is gracious,:
holy,wife,and patient as he is, every way like the:
Father,onely referving to God thofe excellencies:
which our natures are not capable of. Now this
- Spirit is in the Text called 4 Spirit of Grace.
Firft,becaufe it is freely beftéwed on us with-
out any defert of ours, yea without fomuch as:
our defire. Ezck.36.25,26,27,together with aer.'
32. Meaning, not for any goodnefle in you, but
for mine owncholynamesfake. . =~
Secondly, itis calleda fpirit of Grace, becaufe:
‘it makes us gracious like to our heavenly Father.
So that now by this meanes we are transformed
~ intothe likenefle of the Lord Jefus,by this Spirit of
the Lord, 2 Gor. 3.18. from-one glorious grace
unto another. The Spirit is alfo called a {pirit of
Prayer : you reade a charge to this purpofe, Epb.
6.18.and Iwd.20. it is the holy Ghoft in whom
we doe pray,and by whofe ftrength and might we
doe pray. Weknow not how to pray as we ought, bus
the Spirit helps our infirmities,Rom.8.26.

Reafons, 1.takenfromthe work that this {pi-
rit of grace makes in the heartsof all that receive
it, which is, Wherefoever God givesthe fpirit of

o oo - Grace,
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Grace, that heart grows forthwith fenfibleof all
~ #rsformer ungracioufnefle. It is deeply fenfible of
that as foone asever the 1pirit of Grace vifits our
hearts, webegintofee that we were borne chil-
dren of wrath, Eph, 2. 3. it lets usfee we are
-the children of this world, Z«#. 16. 8. and have
been the children of the devill, 7o4# 8. 44. as
. Btawaffes was: and rebellisn is asthe fim of witch-
traft, 1 Sam, 15.22. When a man wntiagly and
willingly commits.any knowne finne, he doth as
give his foule to the Devill, as 2 Witch
.doth her body and foule ; we thereby - renounce
the covenam of God, and Satan takes pofleffion
of us. Now by the {pirit of Grace wefee this;
andthat by mature we:are fPrangers and enesvies to
GediCol.1.21. andhave been fervants to finne,
Rom. 6, 7. Thus we begintobe fenfible of the
 ungracious frame of nature we brought withus
into the world, in‘which we have grown up,and

been hardmed in, tothis day : So asnow the poore

{oule begins prefently to fland amazedat herfor-
mer condition, and looks atit as moft dangerous .
- and defperate; and nowthe foule begins to loathe
it felfe,and to abhor it felfe,and tocomplaine and
confefle its 'wickedneflc before God, Ezek. 36.
26, 31. Then they remember their evill wayes,
. and'loathethemfelves,8c. Now they:fee fo mich
* wickednefle:inboth 'heart and life, that they are
~ amazed o think of it. And hence it somes to
paffe, that the foulethath now matter eriough to
{ay againtt ivfelfe, you need not tell him what he
had need to be humbled for, but then, 75sve
’ - ' B3 ,- Jinned

’ >
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Reaf. 2.

finned againft heaven, and before thee, Luk,15.18,

19. he had enough to fay, and he need not goeto -
any to betaught 5 fo that thus it becomes a fpiric . -
‘of Prayer, becaufe it fo fits us with fenfe of our

ownceftates, . . :
This will appeare more efpecially, if you adde

this fecond rca;',;: 3 g/

of the fpirit of Grace inthofe in whom it is recei-

ved ; and what isthat? Itis a périt of lifein Chrif

Iefus, Rem.8.2. the fame fpiris of which he fpeaks

ver. 15. yetfuch afpirit of life, asisanimperfe®
life, a weak life, as of achitd new borne, true life,
butvery weak, being pained and bruifed in the
birth, it cryes out bitterly ; fo a new borne.babe

- in Chrift, as foone as it hath received the {pirit of

Grace, it feeles it felfe in a cold aad naked condi-
tion, and thereupon fecls its owne weaknefle and

hunger. Animperfe life ftrongly defiresreliefe, -

and ifitbe afflicted with any fenfe of death, it will
exceedingly ftru ?c,and ftrive, and wring every
way,if it be poffible,to preferve thelife s fo we no
fooner receive a fpirit of Grace, but we find our

felves compaffed about with a body of death, -

Rows. 7. 24... Now all life when it is compafied

about with death, it will fo ftrive to preferve it -

felf that you would think the dying mantobe the
moft lively : So thereis no Chriftian foul that re-
ceives a fpirit of Grace, but finds it felfe compaf-
fed about with enemies, the flefh lufting againft
the fpirit, foasthere isa greatftrife inhim, G4/. 5.
17. Faith ftrives againft doubting, his. heart be-
ing chianged; his heat and zeal againft coldnefle ;
— ) - humility

and itis taken from the eftate
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bumilicy and mecknefle againft pride and wrath 5
", and thus he ftrives earneftly for the prefervation
- ofhis life. Now then you fhall need no more to
make a Prayer ; for if once 2 man grow te be fen-
fible of his own weakneffe, he hath mateer enough
* to complaine of to God and himfelfe, he fees
+ what he ftands in need of, he wants faith, and a
foft heart, an- humble fpirit, and zeale for Gods
glory ; now he wants every thing ; foas (that I
. may fo fpeak) he can tell God ftories of his mife-
ry, and thac with fome earneftnefle, and hearti-
nefle, as a man ftruggling for his life ; can now
plead for any thing thac might make him live in
Gods fight, and the Spirit teacheth us all this,
Rﬂ’?.8026o . i - T

Firft, it is a figne of tryall,whether we have in-,
deed received the fpirit of Grace or not; If we
have received the fpirit of Grace,we have withall:
received a fpiric of Prayer, of Supplication, hum.
ble Prayer ; If wehave not afpirit of Prayer, we
have not received a fpirit of Grace: For you fee
the fpirit of Grace both gives us matter, and right
manner and utterance to ﬁray 5 right matter in
Prayer, thatis, whether it

us bo

. wretches weare, how rebellioufly we have {pent

our time ; it makes us call to-mind oar wicked
thoughts,ouir loofe affections, our idle, vaine,and .
froward fpeeches 5 it makes us rememberall the

e fins to bre confeftto -

God, dcilﬁr:w: to be defired from God 5 it gives .
tifehefe fenfibly and feelingly, foas we can

fee plainly by the fpirit of Grace, what wicked.

vfe.

. wicked courfes we have run, the Sabbaths we

Bg have.



The posring o _

have profaned, the Parents wehave gricved, we
cangoean cnd with it,point by point for themae.
ter. And for the manner,with fuch abomination,
and loathing, and gricfe,and flrame, and freeneffe
of confeffion, that we know not how to lift up our
eyes to heaven, with the poore Publican, Lat.18..
weare athamed, and confounded, and bluth, as
Ezras, to think what lives wehave led 5 This is
" humble fupplication. And for matter of petition: -
-and exprefiton of ourdefires, thefpirit of Grace
gives us matier in this. We can now gny fora:
foft heare, for anhumble fpirit, for a beleeving:
heart, for peace of coafcience, and for grace to-
make us new creatures, and to makeus fit for our:
callings, and therein to walk as becomes Chrifti--
ans in our particalar places. o
And the fpiric of Grace alfogives us fit man--
ner,that now we pray for thefe with all fervencie;
and wraftling, and fo comending and pleading
with God for them, as that ke thall not be able to:
fay us nay 5 and fo & leads uson to a fpirit of po--
wer, fo a8 now thofe that formerly could never
tell how to fet onc word before another, to any
purpofe, can not declare their minds very fully 5
and in cafe they doe want utterance,yet they have
the livelyeft fpéech of all in poine pfrlg:aycr. Roms.
8. 26. It hath fighes, and graanes that cannotbe -
uttered, If fuch afoule cannot fpeak, it can figh,
and mourne, and weep, what for remembrance
of fianes paft, and longing defire after grace to-
come, he etn mourne exceedingly: So that here
is an evident workof the fpirit of Grace 5 l;, we
: ML ave




have received the {piric of Prayer, we have recei.
ved the {piric of Grace. - - S
: Ah Tothmakc this a little more plaine, t(llxerc be "
three things the Spirithelps us toin any duty we
take inhand : Firft, 2bility for it : Secondly, libers
ty or frecdomeof {pirit init : Thirdly, it putsa

kind of necefficy upon us, that wee mufi nceds -

deeit. =
. Firfk, forability, it is a{pirit of power, 2 Tims.
1.7. It enables ust.yin fome meafure to doe what
Godcalls for:. . - SR
Secondly,of liberty, fo weread, 2 Con 3.x7.
Thirdly, it putsa necefiity npon us,2 Cer.5.14.
Adls 30.22. : - _
Now then confider, if God hath given us 2 {pi-
rit of Prayer, then hathhe in fome meafure ena-
bled usto pray, whether we fay much or little 3
we have muchto {ay,if we could fpeak sandif we -
can fpeak, wecantell God of oor former wayes;
and prefent wams; the Spitit of God isafpirt of”
power, And for liberty, whereas beforeitwasa
moft unwelcome bulinefle to him,bhe could never:
telb what to mrake of this praying, cometo.a fad
and a long prayer, and it is very irlfome to him,
butnow his heartis free, Prayer is not now trow-. -
biefome to him. Awrd thirdly,not oncly free,but
now he muft nceds goe to Prayet 5 he that before:
could never pray fince hewas bortie,he maft now.
niceds goe afide into fome corneror other, he can-
have no yekt till he hath done it 5 fo thathere is an: -
- cafiedifcerning whether we have received the fpi-i
- reofgrace orno,- Thefe evergo togah;a,ugad :
i : . there
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there isa {pirit of Grace;there is a fpirit of Prayer.

On the contrary, if you cannot pray, if you nei-

ther know what to pray, nor how to pray, if you
goe to Prayerunwillingly, not any work fo wea<
rifome, or ftraining to you as Prayer is; if for any

~ bufineffe that comes to you, you can be content
to avoid Prayer; if any idle company come to

your houfe, all muft be fet afide to mind them

notbut that amans bufineflc may fometimes be

fuch as may hinder him for a time : but if a man
be glad of any fuch occafion, and. he comes to
Prayer asa Beare to a ftake,then be not deceived,

. youmay think you are gracious, but the truth is,
“unleffe you find fome meafure of ability, and li-

berty,and neceffity to pray, you yet want a fpirit
of Gyracc. You wyouldpfca};ccy thiZk a -chx’ld £ér'e'
living ,if it did not cry as foone as it is borne 5 if
ftill-borne, you take it for dead borne. If thou
beeft a ftill-borne Chriftian, thou art dead borne;

ifthou haft no wantsto tell God of, if yetunlifty.

to pray,and would be glad of any occafion to fhut
out Prayer; benotdeceived, where there wants

Prayer,there wants Grace 5 no Prayer, ao Grace;

little Prayer, little Grace ; frequencie of Prayer,
argues J)ower of Grace. = .

Of dire&ionto fuch aswant a fpiritof Pragcr,
what courfe to take to obraineit: There is nobet-

ter means then this in the Text. Doe youthink it

will ferve the turne, if a man reade fome Prayers?-

~ not that I'would difcourage any poore foule from-

Prayer upon a Book, for 1 think as we may fing
Pfalms upon a Book, fo we may in fome cafes
3 pray
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pray upon @ Book ; but yet thou wilt neither
‘pray, nor fing wellupon a Book , unlefle God
give theea fpirit of Grace: Therefore reft not in
thy Book, though I doe not forbid them to ufe
Booksthat want other ftrength, r‘:t by no means
~ reft inthem ; for what though thy Prayer-book
hath many good formes of Prayerin it, yet un-
leffe thou haft the {pirit of Prayer, thou knoweft
not whichis fit for thy condition; and though the
- Book might give thee matter, yet. it cannot give
thee humility,and férvencie; Ufe Books as young
fwimmers nfe Bladders ; thefpirit of Grace will

" help thee beyond what thou wouldft think, and
thereby thou wilt more fweetly tell God thy .

t(n;ind, and therefore labour chiefly for a fpirit of
- Grage. ;. - ‘ . :
But how fhall I getafpiritof Grace¢. =
- - Firft, if God be pleafed to openthine eyesto
fee what a dry foule thou haft, and art fenfible of
the drynefle of thine owne heart, wanting fap and
moifture , and. art therefore athirft for want of
Grace, thenitisvery hopefull God willgive thee
a {pirit of Grace. Efay 44.3. Towhom will God

givethe fpirit of Grace ¢ to thofe thatare dry,and
thirfly, that fecle themfelves athirft for want of

Grace.. Though thou canft not yet call God Fa-
ther, nor look at him asthy friend; yet if thou haft.
but athirfty foule, and longeft for grace, under
fenfe of thine owne droughtinefle, then God will
not deny the holy Ghoft to them that aske him,
Esk.11.9,13.And fuppofe God will not give you
a fpirit of Grace, for any loves fake you difterne
. . - im
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~ in God towards you, and any neighboutly and

fatherdy care he hath over you, yet if God give
theebut an hieart to feele thine owne wane, and
thir after it, whenyou aske fuch bread for your

foules, he will not giveyoua ftone, but hewill

giveyou a fpiritof Grace. -
- Secondly, by a diligent hearing the Word of
God, Gal, 3. 2. implyng, that he doth ufuslly

‘breathe the Spirit by the breath of his Word; he

breathes indeed where he lifts, 704.3.8. But yetas

- it is with materiall Churches, if there beany wind

any where, it will gather aboutthem s fo doth the
Sgirit of Grace moft gather to the congregation
of Gods peo¥le 3 if there be any breath of the Spi-
rit ftirring, u .

Thirdly, another meanes isthat, Prev.1.22,23.

ually itisthere.

‘How long willye love (corning 2 turne ye at my re.
proofe, and Iwill poure out my [pirit upon you : Im-
plyiag, that if God give a.man but {fo much ho-
nelty of hearr, asto leave his folly and fcoming,

andzurne from his evill wayes, then God witl

~ poure out his Spirit upon him: Implying, that -
. which hinders the Spirit frqm being pour;d ow

uponus, is becaufe we'will.not pare wich fome or

_ other beattly finne, as'pride, hypocrifie,&c. The
‘Spirit of Grace will'not.comebutintoan heartin
* fome meafure prepared 5 the:Spirit of Grace will .
‘not comeintoa cage of uncleane lufts :but if God
give a man a heart to lend 3 patienteare vo a re~
~-proofe, andlay down all fcorning, and turn from

his leofe and unprofitableccourfes, then the.pro.

.mife is evident,? will powre ous mey [pirit upon you, -
T It
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It may fervé to teach thofe that have received
- the fpirit of Grace, how to maintaine and keep:

alive the {pirit of Prayer, for we have daily need:
of praying, and of making fupplication,of carneft
prayer, humble and hearty prayer, whatfor pur
friends, our-enemies, our children, fervants, bre-
thren, Churches abroad, Kingdomes we live in,
we fhall be able to poure out fupplication to God:
in behalfe ofthem all,,_ if he poure upon us a{piric.

of Gracesand if you would keep an openheart and:
" mopth this wa ,kcep,tberfpirit of Graceina-good
_frame in your foules ; fo

ar forth as the fpirit of
Grace islively in you,fo far will the fpirit of Pray-

Cer be lively in you : As you would have Prayer-

R A

“if youdo,yeu fha

lively, fogrieve nat the Spirit of God, Eph.4.30.:
kut grieve the Spirit,and you ftraiten Prayer. = -
~..But how fhall we avoid the grieving of it 2 -

~ Take heed of §iving way toany fcandalous fins-

Lnotbe able to pray.Pfal.s1.15.

be confefleth he had made his. hearr uncleane be-.
fore God, and thereby was fo damped, that he:
knew not how to come before God, tillthe Spirit-

~ of God fhould re-vifit him,and then,0pen my lips,
. and my meuth [bak [bew forth thypraife. As if he

fhould fay,. the defilementin his heart and hands
choaked him,and made him unable to pray;there-
fore grieve not the Spirit of God by bearing with:
your felves in any finfuldefle of heart or life,

Secondly,defpife not prophecying.t Thef 5.19:

| LQuench not the Spirit, defpife not Prophecying, by

negle®ing the word, or {leighting of it, or by not
attending to it with fear,and faith,and obedience..

" Thirdly,
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.27 v o Thirdlyrake heed of all’x‘nurmutingﬁin};h —af:
fli&ions, If God croffe our wils, and we fall a-

murmuring, then we cannot make fo machas a-
quict prayer, much lefle an humble and fervent

rayer < we vexe the hioly Spirit of God,when we-
grarhble at any affliGion, Efay 63. 9, 10. to fhew
you,:thiat if a. man have an unquict and impatient’
heart, efpecially when. any thing croffes him, he’
cannotpray, noaotin affliGion, though then he.
hath moft need to {eek unto God, Hof 5 it If we

~ cannot'take affliGtionsin good part,and fubmit ouir

wilsto the will of God,we canmot pray.”. - .
- Fourthly, take heed of provoking the fpiric of
your brethren,or of fuffering your fpiritto be pro=
voked by them's cither of both: thefewill hinder.
us inour prayers ; it will ‘hinder us frotn'perfors
ming any fpirituall dutyin a fpiricuall ‘manner.
Gal.5.25,36. Seealively prefident of it in Mofes,
They vexed bis (pirit, andthen he (pake unadvifedly
,mz his 13ps, Pfal, 106. 33. He that was unfit to:
fpeakin Gods nameo the people,was more unfic
to fpeak to God by Prayer.: See thierefore thar:

- webe not provoked 5 no Chriftian can pray wife--

1y and advifedly when his fpiric is provoked.:

Thereforethe Spiritof Grace muft evér over-rule

us,- ‘without which we cannot put up a favoury’

prayerunto God upon any occafion, - - T
. . R PN .
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Z A cH. 12, 10,

,,lhdI ﬁtﬂ ponre upan the bou[e qf Dawd,vc, |

E come now tpa- fecond Eﬂc& which

the Spirit of Grace works wherefo-

“gver it s beflowed, and that:isa
‘V)‘Q Tlooking upon Chrift, They foull ik

~+ spemmeydc,

The Spirit of Grace, and of Prayer, wbertﬁwer it Dt

4,3t doth open "n ¢s, avd lift them wp 10 look xpm Chrael ad
Jfinya

Chrift, asonr oar Saviewr, . or ofin ‘f/ww}(,
- Asifbefore their eyes were blinded, and. they PP
faw hien not 3 or if they faw hnm,thcy looked at_, /y
other matters, rather then athim ;- -but now they / )
begin to have their eyes opened, and fetled upon 2
him in fome meafure. of wit beholding of him,
as their finne: They fhall Iuk upon mz whow they
have pjerced s They [hal bos ‘#on tlveur pitrcing avd
srwifying of him 3 They [ball fceme s she greaseft
fin as-ever they mmmmd Their eyes will more.
be fet upon thar, thep upon alt thcxr oﬂm ﬁns, or
anypb)eét that ¢ver they bicheld..
- Astheit Savionra Fos Chrift pncra:d 13, asthé
f in, fo»th?‘zl\rams of all }hc peo peopleof God. 'z};bc
piercing of him madc way fore img out of that
blovd, ig which we ar¢juftrfyed, ndﬂf ¢tifyed; 1oh.
} /9( ‘43'0, 33, 37. tlw fo :Iye Smpmw mtgh Ke ﬁla-

For

< {
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For opening of this point, Firlt fee what it is
for men thus to look upon Chrift: Secondly, why
the fpiricof Grace works thisinus : And thirdly,
make Application. .. =

For the firft, this looking upon Chrift,which is.
herefaid to fpring from the {pirit of Grace,and of
Prayer. The firft looking upon him is with an
eye of knowledge, as difcerning that we are they
that have crucified him, to know and confider
that itis we that have pierced him, and that in fo

- doing wehave finned, and that grievoufly. This .
_ was fulfilled in the Jews by the miniftry of Peser
- B in the firft Sermon that he made to the Chriftian
wa My aée. Church, 46.2.36. when he had convinced them
Y w vy 1p Of the truth of what he ha 'ﬁid,“‘hc concludes his
Sarec v 3 Sermon thus : Leg thereforethewhole honfeof Ifrael
T :;ﬁmdly, that God hath made bim both Lerd
s 5 T and Chrift, even this lefus whomye have crucified.
™ " 'Whentheyunderftood this,then were they prick-
ed in their bearss, ver.37. They difcerned plainly
by Perers Sermon that it was they that had pier-
‘ced the Mefliah,that was the firft work it wroughe
in them, and therein did they fee their finne : For
inthatit is faid their hearts are pricked, itargues
they faw their finfulneffe in that work. -
Secondly, this looking at Chrift is to behold
him with aa eye of faith; not onely to look at
him as picrced by our finnes, but alfo at this as
our falvation, in which our falvation is laid up, if
at all we come tobe faved. This isan ac of faith,
to look at Chrift with affurance, as our Saviour,
that this falvation is in him 5 therefore we :lnuti: N
. - 00
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‘look up to him for falvation: As they that by
faith lovked uponthe brazen Serpent, Nuw,21. 8,
9. Which Scripturebeing expounded in 1ok 3.
14,15. it isexpreffed,that whofoever looks up un-
to Chrift with an eye of faith for falvation, fhall
be faved. - ~

Now this kind of faith of looking upon Chrift,

hath in it fundry acs in fundry. Chriftians, in

fome more, in fome lefle; as God is pleafed to
* lead theman-end in the way of his Grace. -

‘Firft, fometimes they look upon Chrift by an |

eye of faith, as one that is highly to be prized (if
. they could obtaine him) aboveall the bleflings of
this world, as one in whom fuch excellentand
heavenly falvation is : That might they but find
_falvation in him, they would think it their happi-
neffe ; and inthe meane time they look at the

‘want thereof as their mifery. So the Spoufe looks-

at Chrift as white and ruddy the chicfolk of ten thou-

fand, Camt. 5. 10. The purity and holinefle of

- Chrift is white, his death is ruddy, both which
make him glorious and beautifull ; and he would
be more welcometo her then a thoufand other
things. In refpe& of both which, if fhe could but

finde himythe would account it her happineffe that

fhe mightobtaine him, . :{) s

Secondly, thislooking at him by faith, enables
us to fee a poflibility of falvation, and redemption
by him. There s mercy, or pardeswith thee, Pfal,

'130.4. The foulelooks up to Chrift for pardon.-

- 1. There is muchtobe had in Chrift,wer.7.1n him
# plemteosss redemptionyThey look upto him for it,
- Y ¢ _ though

’



though they doe not as yet find themfelves {prin-
~ kledtherewith, Efay 17. 7. Then fhall 4 man lock
w30 bis Maker, and bis eyes fhall have refpect toshe
kaly onc of Ifracl. | | :

. Thirdly,Faith cafts alonging and defiring look
afterfalvationin him, Efay 45.22. Leck unto mé

all ye ends of the carth, and be [aved ; which is ex-
~ pounded, Phil.2.9.10. thatlookingis oppofed to
the looking to their Idols ; inftead of looking to
them, look.untome, and be ye faved: So that
-whena man losks not for falvatien from Idols,

but folooks upto Chrift,as that he prayes to him, -
and defires falvation from him, this is to lookat -

him as our Saviour, :

Fourthly, this faith helps us to.look at Chrift
as indecd made unto ns of God, enr wifdome, righte-
eufueffe, fandiification, and redsmption. He hath gi-
venhis Son for me, in whom he hath loved me,
~ and given mewf his Spirit, fo as that now I know
in whom I havebeleeved, Gal.2.20. 2 Tim.1.2.
T hus you fec the fpirit of Grace where ever it is
poured forth, doth open our eyes, and lift them
upto Chrift. o

- But thirdly,fhis phrafe of looking ﬁp‘to Chriﬂ;

exprefleth an a& of hope, as well as eishes-an act
of knowlcdgc@ of faith. Efay 8. 17. Iwill leske
. mnte bim that bides bis face from the boufe of Ifracl,

- and I willwait for him. Suppafe that God gives

- usan heart to fee that we have crucified Chrift,
and yet to fee there is falvation, even in that wic-.

ked-act, and that there is plenteous redemptionin
him,if yet God:doth delay 8, snd doc ot revea}i:

e ——————— e
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the Lord Jefus tobe ours, then the foule looks up

to Chrift with an eye of hope, and waits till the

Lord thew mercie. Suppofe the Lord hides his

face, and I fee not'my falvation yet difpenfed to

‘me,yet I will wait forit, Pfal. 123.1,2. Micah 7.7.
- 1willwait wpon the Lord, and lovk up uwto the God of
my falvation ; the time will come when he will
heare me : but in the meane time I will beare the

wrath of the Lord becaufe I have finned againft bim,

ver.9. _
Fourthly,this ac of looking doth alfo exprefle
an a&of love, Cant.4.9. Thon baft ravifbed mine
bears with ome of thine eyes 5 it expreffetha fingle

“looking at Chrift, fuch acaft of theeye, as thatit
rev fheth the heart of a Chriftian. 1 diflike not

~ their judgements that apply itto the ftate of the

. Church.c4¢.15.11.when fome would purupon

them certaine ceremonies to look at Chrift by,
-they fay, We beleeve thas through she grace of the
Lord Iefus we fhall be faved,irc. Asifthey thould
- fay, Wearerout of love with eurfelves, and our
owne good parts,8c. and we' have fingly fet our
~ eyes upon Chrift to be faved by him. The chaine

- of thy meck, Such parabolicall fpeeches doe fitly
- exprefle thofe golden whollome lawes which:

arc 'made in the Church and Common-wealth,
- whereby aman is not fettered, and fnared, and
captivated ; but they are as ornaments unto him,
fuch as by which we glorifie God, and edific our
felves 5 and fuch are the laws they there make,that
they thould not lay upon the Gentiles the yoke of

. mfes: Ceremonics, onély that they be carefull

- to
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Reaf. 1.

“to avoid the offending their brethren, &c. And
there was a royall law of love amongft them,fuch

precious ornaments there was as did much affe&
the Church at that time. Such a fingle looke at

Chrift, was that which Paul exprefleth of him- ‘
felfe, Phil.3.6,7,8,9. he had many excellent pri- -

viledges,yetall loffe for the knowledge of Chrift;
here was a fingle eye, herefts not in covenant of

- Parents,not his owne good parts,but fingly at the

graceof Chrift.
Taken from the blindneffe of nature. By na-

ture we are blinde, and have not an eyeopen to -
looke at Chrift, much leffe faftened upon him. It
“is_grace alone by which wee fee finnes againft

Chrift. By nature a man never rifes higher then
this; You may convince him of fome finnes a-

- gainft man, and of fome finnes againft God: As
" the tranfgreflion of his: Law, cither that wrought

in our hearts by nature; or given'by primitive In-

“ftirution, as you may convince of {wearing, Sab-

bath breaking, &c. And a mans heart may fome-
times ‘be affe@ed, and affliGed with fuch finnes,
but to be affli¢ted for finne$ againft Chrift, and
the grace of God revealed in Chrift, this can we

never doe till the fpirit of grace lift usup to be-

hold Chrift: Luke 23.24. Father fosgive them,
shey know not what they doe, and yet they had cru-
cified Chrift, and had reproached him, they put
all defpight upon him, but had any of them fuch

good nature,as to thinke this was a villanous ufage-
-of a’man ¢ They fought many falfe witneffes a-
gainft him, but found none ; They could fay,bb;, .

[
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Fad done all thimgs wel,and when he cameto Jera-

falem to fuffer, they could fing Hofanna ; Bleffed

" 4s he that comes im the name of the Lord: and now of -

a fodaine fall into fuch a bitter ragc againft him,
and yet by nature, they could not difcerne any fin.
init, they know not what they doe. Takea man
by nature,and you may convince him of any fin a-

. gainft man,or againft the morall Law of God: but

go about to convince him of fins againft the grace

of Chirft,by which Gods people would be faved, -

and he no more underftands it, then a blind man
fees, 1 know that through ignorance you did it, Ags
3.17. Infuch a cafe, a man is not fenfible of any
fin he commits againft fuch things wherein Chrift
is conveyed ; if any man come toit, the {pirit of
grace hath opened his eyes to fee it, if any man
cometo fee he hath wronged Chrift in-his perfon,
or his members, or ordinances, there hath beene

the holy Ghoft, and hath opened the eyes of that -
man, Iohs 16.2.3. But I fay further, opened, and -

lift up 2 mans eyes ; amanmay have a fpirit of
bondage, and fo comes to fee his finnes, therefore
to make the do&@rine s plaines*It is the worke
of the fpirit of grace, not onely to open our eyes,
but to Lift them up to Chrift, and to faften them

' upon him. Judas had his eyes opened, and faid, 7~

have finned in betraying the innocens blood, AMatth.
27.3,4,5 . he faw now his finne againft Chrift, but
it was by a fpirit of bondage, and he faw Chrift
was his finne, but was thisa faving fight of Chrift
fpringing from a fpirit of grace? No, his eyes
were not lift up to fee Chrift his Saviour, he did

C3 ©onot
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~potlooke at 2 pombitiq{] of falvation in Chrift for

Reaf. 2. -

“him, he never faftened

is heart upon him, he did
not wait on Chrift for falvation, he had neitheran
eye of faith, nor hope, nor love, towards Chrift,
but goes away and hanges himfelfe; he lopkes .
downe to the horrour of his finne; and to the an-
guifh of his confcience,downe to the bottomelefle
pit of defpaire;and though he mourned,yet it was
notafaving mourning {pringing frem any fpiric of

" grace, butahopeleffe and defperate mourning: fo

that it is onely the fpirit of grace, that makes one
wq.looke for falvation no where, but in, by,and
from Chrift. Nature can goe no higher, thea
finnes againft nature; he lookes at it as an horrible
murder to betray-fo innocent a matter, but hee
never fees itas a finne againft grace, as againft him
in whom falvation was, at leaft net looking for
falvarion by him. . _ -
Taken from the power of the lifeof the fpiritof
ace: where ever it is,the [pirit of graceis a (Firit’
of life,and life foves to prefetve it felfe;and ufeall
the meanes tofave it felfe, and to nourifh it felfe,
fpecially when it is imperfed, as all our life of
grace is;and hence it is,thar this fpirit of grace be-- -

. ing a fpirit of life, it lookes forthwith at Chrift,in

whom all our lifeis ; in him is all our life of infti-
fication, and fan&ification, and redemption: now

. by the fpirit of the Lord, we ceafe not lookingat

Chrift, till we be changed from grace, to grace,
¥..Cor.3.18. it lookes at him, thatwemay the
more eftablithed in Kim, and grow vp in him from

- one degree of grace to another,and that makes us

looke
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bdke tébim.for mote enlargement,2ad cﬁabliﬂ:;' ,

ment in grace,asthe childe new bosne,of the fame
macter of which it is begotten, of the fameitis

ferved,and lookesinevery ordinance of Chrift

eftablithment, 1.Pe.2.2. . :

Taken fromthefenfe which any hath, in whom. Reaf. 3.

afpiritof prayer dwells, of his owne nnworthi-
nefle, that any of his prayers thould be accepeéd

for his owne {ake. There is none that hath a {piric.
of prayer, but hath his fpirit fometimes (traimed,

that unleffe Chrift pur life into his prayer, it is but
Ioft labour; and if Chrift put life into’him,yet ftill
he needs that Chrift thould accept him.Daw.9.17

He prayes that God would forgive him, though

he had beene largein that prayer, when his beare
is moft inlarged. in prayer, yet O Loid, forgive
and thew mercy for the Lord Tefus fake 5-when
you {peake of two Lords, one of them is alwayes
Chrift. Itwas a proud difkemper in Vzziah, that
he himfelfe went into the Temple of the Lond, to
burne incenfe upon the Altar of incenfe, 2.Céra.
26.16. why? owght not Kingsand Princes to pray
as well as Priefts 2 true, but God would have no
* Chriftian,not he that is beft ableto pray.to burne
incenfe himfelfe, but to bring it tothe Pricft,who
ftood in the place of IChrift : Therefore bring all

your prayers to Chrift, that in him they mightbe

accepted, and by him prefented to the Father.
Prziah Yor the contrary was ftrucke with Lepro<
- fie : when we thinke God hath heard our prayers,
becaufe we ware inlarged, is the next meahes to
be ftruck with fome ltrong temptation; therefore
- : C4 when
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when you are moft enlarged, fay, Alas,whatam
I¢ If God fhould mark this Prayer, thercare fo
many wantsin it,that unlefle Chrift fprinkle them
with his bloud, they will be turned out of doors :
intreat Chrift to accept, .even when you are. moft
and beft inlarged:. - E
- An evident figne of tryall of our own eftates;
whether yet we have received the fpirit of Grace
and Prayer, yea orno. If God have poured the
{pirit of Grace and Prayer into thy heart, then
thou beginneft to fee that thou haft crucified the
Lord Jefus,thou{feeft thy finnes againft Chriftand
his Grace, againft his Ordinances, and the moti-

- ons of his Spirit, thefé are the finnes upon which

thine eyes are moft fet, and thefe your heartsare
moft troubled with ; and wherethis is not, there

- is no fpirit of Grace; ifit were, thy heart would

be more exercifed about fins againft Grace, then
any clfe.: I fay more efpecially , fora manalfo
will be fenfible of his ungracioufnefle to Parents,
and any otherdilorderly courfes, and we fay true,
for want of grace we committed fuch and fuch
fins againft the morall Law. Soasthough Chrift
had never been revealed, thefe were fins of Gen.
tiles-as well as of Chriftians;but a man may know
all thefe to be finne, and yet be far off from grace;

- and he may have fome trouble for thefe, and yet

bave no grace. But if ever God give aman afpi-
rit of grace, thefe are not the things.that he looks - .
moft at, but this above all the reft; that he hath
finned againft Gods-grace, againft the ordinances
of hisgrace, againft Chrift that hath been revfaé '
il : e
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. Jed for his falvation, and thefe draw his eyes to
look moft upon Chrift, thefe moft wound his
foule. 1Sam.13.19. Inthiswe have finned above
all our sther fins: And fo faith every foule that hath
a fpiric of Gracein him. He is more troubled thae-
God-fhould wait fo long for him,and he fill

fhould reject allthofe motions which the Word.

of God hath propounded. to hims; many a time
the Spirit ftirred him to pray, and he had no mind-

to.it; the fenfe of this fo wounds his heart, thatall .

other- finnes feeme nothing in comparifon there-,
of. Ifaman be troubled for-gthes finines, as for-
ftubbornnefle againft Governors, &c. yet this:
moft afflits him, his heart moft ponders upon.
this. Ohthe wretchednefle:of hisheart to neglect:
and defpife the blefled means of ix;accfcbnvcy‘cxdf
to him, what for {leighting grace before he recei-
-ved it;and what for waxing wanten with it : This
more vexeth agood heart, that he fhould be ftill:
doubting. of Gods ‘grace ahd faveur to-him ; to.
- lookat all the gracious favours of God towards
himjas counterfeit delufions,when he hath fo ma--
ny cvident: fignes of hjs favonr, this vexes him.

aboveallhisotherfins. - . v .
- And againestake achild of God, wheén heis in-

acomfortableeftate of grace , ‘and confider how.
many-wayes he grows-meseloofe and unprofita-: -
ble,notwithftanding all the goodnefle of God to-:
wards him, this makes his heart {mart more then
any otherfin he hath committed befides: there-

~-foredo but confider what fins you are moft trou-, -

bled for 5 It is good tobetroubled for any fu’x,gp,
A o T bt
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. ‘we never pray, Ror meditate after hearing,ittrou-

but there may be much unfoundnefle in trouble

~ for fin ; But what is ic thou moft complaineft of 2

If of thy profaae converfation, it is well ; but this
may be done without any jotof the fpiritofgrace:
the {pirit of bondagecan help a2 maa to doe this :

And therceforefay not, (when you hear men com-

plaining-of thefe things) they will now reforme
and grow wifer ; I tell you they are yet nevera
whit the neerer repentance : for without a fpirit of

. Grace 2 man may doe all this. But doft thou fec a

man complaine of this, as his greateft finne, not

“that he hath committed murder,and adultery, &ec.

but that he hath ftood out agaiaft God o long,
defpifed his ordinances, negle@ed: Prayer, refu-
fing the graceof Chrift ¢ fuch a man as thisin afl
likelyhood will doe- well, nothing fere will hure,
unleffe we draw back our-eyes when we have be-
unto feeit. Doft thon then look at Chrift for
lvation, and thon waiteft upon God for it,- and’
now all thincowne gifes and patts are rocomfort
tothee # then there is a fpirit of Grace in thine
heart, the injuries thou haft done to him and his -
childrea-moft pierces thy heart, and this finne. is
ever before thee,Pfal.5 1.3, “This {pirit of Grace
within thee will aever leave till it hath broughe
thee to ancftate of Glory. Judws For want of this -
fell into utrer defpaire.  But if ofall thy fins thon
lookeft leaft at.this,the defpifing and fleighging of
Gods fervants thou accounteft but a little finne,
we thidk it but a fmall finne to come to Church
and got home no better then we came 3 though

blgs
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bles us mot, it troubles us that we have made fuch
an hard bargaine , that we have: boea drunke, or
commitred Adultery ; bué if thou lookeft at finnes
againft Grace as alight matter, and thy other as
thy chiefeft fias, then thy heart is not rightin the
fight of God. . o
To every foule, as he defiresto find any com-
forr jn ill houres, fo look ar fins againfk Grace, as
the greateft evils that cver you committed ; for
in them you have finned abowe all yourother Gas,
Lay this down 3s a Principle, Though your othes
fins be bad enough, yet faften youreyes motk up-

Flea.

on fins againft Grace. What aseall the fins that

we have committed, when ¥gone logkat Chyifk
wafhes them all away 2 aad tonegleétto look up
to Chrift is 2 more horrible finne then all the fing
of Sodome, L 4t.11.20. therefore look at finnes
agaioft Grace ap the greateft. 1f when you come
to Church,yout hearts ake to think how you have
finned againft God, and youcannot reft till you
- . havepromifed toturneta God, but yer when you
are gone home, you forget all thefe good moti-
ons, and this never troubles you, make account if
you have been drunk, you:but abule drink; if you
“have been uncleane, youhave but abufed a crea.
tuse like your felfe; but to abufe Chrift, nothing
iscomparableto this. Ifyou fhall fleight Chridt

" when he is offéred to you, make account it is your

chicfg@ finne. Confider therefore what fins you
~ have committed againfk God, how he hath prof-

fered himfelfe to you, and wooed you, and fiill

'you have fleighted and ‘negleded the bldod of

Chift,, .
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Chrift, and defpifed the fpirit of gracé:*Looke at
thefe as the greateft evills as ever you committed,

-and fo all your doubting after grace received, and -
. all‘l lyour unprofitable walkings under gra_cc, fec.
- the

e ever before you, and they will
much. | o o
“To reprove the Papifts, that fay they dare not
looke immediately at Chrift in their prayers, bue
firft at Saints;and Angels : Whata poore piece of

elpe you

-woske is this¢ I tell you, if God give you not

grace to looke at Chrilt,you want grace; all your

~ devotion to Saints, and Angels, is a teltimony,

that your heartsare not endued with grace. Grace
goes dire@ly to Chyift,as a childe new borne goes
to the mothers breaft, and never leaves crying till
it be laid there. . o

Toteach fuch Chriftians as are given to pray,
to be fure youlooke to Chrift in your prayers;
looke at him, and they are accepted; looke not at
them, nor the comforts you take in them, for fo
may-you fall fhore of acceptance; but looke at

“Chritt in all, and then.you fhall not be ftrucke

with Leprofie : it is a fpirit of grace that lookes at

Chrift, and by fo doing, we thall ftill draw upon

our-felves, more grace inevery dutie,
Of comfort to all thofe poore foules, as finde

themfelves looking up to Chrift; they complaine . |

they fee little grace in themfelves; it may be none

at all as they thinke, yet they fee they have often

defpifed grace, and difhonoured gtace, their lives
have beene a fhame to religion , and now they

. complaine there is no grace inthem, Well, you

want
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~ want grdcc,& you want praier,8 you waht Chrift,
you want all that which others comfortably attain

unto, you want power to exprefle your felves in .~

company:Well,if your eyes be {et upon Chrift, &
* upon your failings ingrace, and yetin Chrift you
. fee there is falvation, and you waitupon him for

‘it, and all your owne parts are empty thingsin

. comparifon of Chrift ; itisan evidént figne God
hath given you grace,you could never have look-
ed after Chrift, had not he firft looked after you,

and he having once looked after us, he will nutfe .

us up uato the day of the Lord Jefus. o

| BEESSEEEEESERSS

- o Zacm 12, 10. -

~ And Twill posire upon-the houfe of David Lc.
SFOme we now to the third Effe@ of

MDY beftowed.
S Whenthe [pirit of grace opencth our

~ pierced, it pierceth our hearts with godly forrew.
- So faith the Text s They [ball looke upon him,

5 eyes 80 behold Chrift, whom we have

o4

" (meaning,when this {pirit of grace,and of prayer, -

is poured forth upon them) it fhall not bea wan-
dring looke, or a fleight beholding s but fucha
wift, and {erious behelding him whom they have
pierced, as fhall make them mourne exceedingly,
-as.a man for the loffe of his oncly fonne; oras

y the fpirit of Grace, where everitis .

Doét. 3.

the -
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the commonwealth of Ifrael, for the loffe of Te-

fish. They fhall meurne for him, or over him : it

is not therefore a worldly forrow, for it is fet up-
on a {pirituall obje&, Chrift; nor is it meerely
fuch a forrow, as a fpirit of bondage, or defpaire

may worke. For 2 mar'in hell may mourne for

finne ; but it is not here faid, they fhall mourne
- for themfelves, but for him, their mourning fhall
" be chiefely converfant about Chrift; fo that a
gracious dooking upon Chrift pierced for us, and
- by us, pierceth our hearts with godly forrow,
pierced by us s They fhall loake upon him, whom they
bave pierced, and not meerely’ by us, but for us,
- whom they have pierced; not onely to the fhame,
and confufion of their owne faces, but pierced al-
fo to the fhedding of his blood, whereby our
felves are healed ; fucha looke upon Chrift,when
everit is wrought by the fpirit of grace, there it
picrceth the heart with godly forrow. «4¢s 2.

36, 37. where this Scripture is literally accom- -

plithed, Peter convinces them, that hewhom they

had pierced with the forrowes of deaeh, was the

Lord chriff. Vpon the hearing of this, they wese
~pricked-in their bearts, they that had ‘pierced hith
by their finnes againft him, now fecle their hearts
pi¢rced for hith. Aguine, 48s 5.3. there was-ad-
ded to the Church two thoufand more, but how
-were they broughton ¢ By this very argument,
* 1 know that throwgh ignorance you have crucified

~ him, yon have denied the Holy, and Iuft ome ; and kil-

- ded the Prince of Life, and Glory, A5 3.14.15.
. ‘And thus he goes on to.convince them; that how
: ' ever,

o e,
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* ‘ever, of igmorance they had killed him ; -yet, he
whom they had killed,was the Pripceof Life:and
how ever the high Prieft tooke it offenfively,
Chap .4.3.yet, they that heard the word beleeved,
and fill more was added tothe Church ; So that
it comes to this iffue, thatthe two firfk Sermons,

-that did fhew unto the people of God, that by
their wicked hands, they had crucified Chrift,

they prevailed to bring five thoufand to godly

forrow.

. .~ Now for opening this poinf,’ 1 faid, this godly
forrow, by which men are brought on to Chrift,

fprings from beholding of -Chrift pierced by us,
andforus: Secthefe opened.

Pierced by us : Thisimplies two things. Firft,
that we looke at all our finnes,as piereing Chrift
a man tha is led by a {pirit of grace, to a peniten-

tiall, and godly forrow, is bronght on to confider -

thus much : Thatall his finnes he hath commit-
ted, have beene a piercing, and crucifying of
Chrift 5 the finne of his nature, the vanitie of his
childe-hood, the rebellions of his youth, and fins

ef riper times, what ever they be, whetheragainft -
nature, or the. morall law of God ; this is one -

worke, which the fpirit of grace effe@s, inthe
hearts of all Gods people:' It opens their eyes to
- fee,that all theirfinpes in conclufion,have refle@-
ed vpon Chrift, the burthen, and {mart of them,

have fallen upon kiim, for Zom. 6. alt. Thewagesof

fimne i death; either we muft dye for every one of
ourfinnes, or elle, the Lord Jefus Chrift muft die
-~ for every one of us; every finnc muft cither pierce

us, -
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us, or him tothe death’s and therefore when we
fee that there is life,and hope of life in us,itmakes
us fee, that by bis ffripes we are healed, Efay 53.17.
There is not any fin we commit, but brings with
it Gods wrath and curfe upon our fouls,G4/.3.10.
{o thatif there be any work ofthe Law that wee
have not continually performed, we areaccurfeds
and cither we muft beare the curfe and wrath of
God, or ¢lfe the Lord Jefus muft fuffer for us.
Look at all our fins,as fomany nailes that faftned
him to the crofle, as {o many venemous darts in
his foule, as fo many vials of the fierce wrath of-
the Lord; had not he born the infupportable bur-
den of the wrath of God for our fins, we had eve-
ry foule of us perifhed everlaftingly. Now this
dothnota little melr and afflict a gracious heart.
Secondly, but yet there is more in the point-
then that 5 for by the fpirit of Graceaman looks
at Chrift as pierced not onely by our finnes, but
cfpecially in this refpect,that the greateft fins that
we have committed, have been fins againft Chrift
himfelfe, and that makes them moft grievous,-as
being committed againft Chrift; and by this
means we come to mourn bitterly. Itis no fmall
anguifh to fee fo many of his fins like fo ma
darts in his heart ; but that we fhould perfonally

~ finne againft him that hath done fo much for us,
. this wounds fo much the more 5 that when a man

fees any finneagainft Chrift, whether againft his
perfon, or againft any ordinance of his, it is fo_

_much the more grievous, by how muchthe more

neerly it concerns Churift.
For
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.- ‘For firft,a man confiders he hath finned againft
the bloud of Chrift, againft thevalue and the
virtue of it. The Apoftle mightily prefers the
bloud of Chrift above the bloud of buls and goats,
Heb.10.4. and yet thereis not any gracious heart
but is fenfible that he hath defpifed the bloud of
. Chrift more then he would have done the bloud
of a bull, or a goat, or a ram, Take this inftance
in particular. Suppofethou fhouldft never fweare
an oath,or tell a lye,or broken the Sabbath atany
time, but it would have coft thee abullock for a

fin-offering, anda ram for atrefpaffe-offering,and

fine flowre, and wine, and oyle for a meat-offe-
ring, wouldft not thou by this time have left all
thy oathes, and lyes, and profaning of Gods Sab-
baths ¢ {hould every tranfgreffion in this kinde
have coft thee butabullock, or aram, ora lambe,
thou wouldft ere now have growne very chary of
- committing thefe fins 5 and yet this was the ex-
preffe Law of God in former times, aman might

not commit any finne, andlook forthe pardonof

it, but fo much muft goe for a fin-offering, and
fo much for a trefpaffe-offering, &c. And hence
it came to paffe, that generally {carce any of thefe

- vices were found amongft them, efpecially when

the people of God fought after God in any mea-
~ {ure of truth, becaufe they knew no pardon, un-
lefle it coft them fomething. Lo

Now if this prevailed to the working of an uni-
vetfall reformation; but when 2 man now fhall
know that it is not the bloud of buls and goats
that can free him from fuch fins, but now he nlt‘mﬁ
ave
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have his foule fprinkled with the bloud of the
Lord Jefus, and without thatthere is no peace nor
healing to his confcience.Why then, do but con-
fider whether we doe not vilifie the bloud of

. Chrift, when we thatknow there is no redempti-
on from fin, but by the bloud of Chrift, and yet.

live in openfins, blafpheming God,curfing,{wea-
ring,&c.for the leaft of which had we beento pay
the bloud of abullock, we had left fuch wicked- -
nefle many a day agoe. And though we know the
bloud of Chrift is far more precious then the -
bloud of all the bullocks in the world, yet wt goe

- on to multiply our fins againft God, and our bre-

thren; have notwe thereby finned againft the va-
lue of Chrifts bloud, as if it were of leffe value
then the bloud of agoat, when as we make no
more confcience of {wearing, and lying, &c. no
not fo much as we would, if it were to coft us a
fheep oralamb. Yetthoughyouknow the bloud
of Chrift muft goe for every finne, elfe it cannot

.be healed, yet we make no confcience of any fin,

and fo allo we fin againft the virtue of Chrifts
bloud ; For when a man fhall confider he hath
been fprinkled with the bloud of Chrift, and his
heart yet defiled with hypocrifie, and unclean-
nefle,8&c. what is there no virtue in the bloud of
Chrift ¢ isit fpent in vaine ¢ the bloud of buls and
goats could have left us noworfe : If thebloud
of Chrift leave usthus, is not the bloud of Chrift:
fhed in vain, when it cleanfeth neither the inward
not outward man? Now the fight and confide-
ration of this, helpg us to fome meafure of godly -
forrow for fin. - , -
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- Secondly, a finne againft Chrift, is notonely

~ finning againft his bloud, but when we fin againit
the wordofhis grace ; foritis the word fprinkled
by thebloud of Chrift, by which it hath any effi-
cacieinour hearts, A¢#s20.32. There 1s no man
that fees Chrift by a fpirit of Grace, but he begins
to fee that he hath finned againft the Gofpel of

- Chrift, and this is to pierce Chrift: and this afflicts
him deeply, that the word of his grace which he
hath caufed to be fent forth for my.converfion
and &lvation,and for me to ftand outagainft that,
this much affli@s me. Prov.5.11,12,13.fpeaking,

of a man turning to God, Theu [halt meurne inthe
end, he fhall {ay, in fenfe of his fin, Hew i it thas

Lhavehated infiruction.and defpifedreproofe ? Iwas
almoft in all evill,dre. Thus will 2 man mourne
and lament for his fin, when he comes to fee how
vaine his courfe is ; it will vexe his foule, and
~pierce him to the heart, to confider how many

~ wayes God hath fpoken to him, how many fweet
reproofs and counfels have been tendered to him,
what {weet offers have been made him, if hee
would turne to God, and how have I made a fhift
~ todefpife them all ¢ Thus will amans heart bleed

within him, to confider that he fhould thus finne
“againftthe word of Godsgrace.

Thirdly, we finagainft Chrift, when the {pi- .

rit of Grace opens our eyes to fee that we have
finned againft the feales ofthe covenant of grace,
as Baptifme, and the Lords Supper. In Bapti{me
he promifed to renounce the devill the world;and
the fleth, and there gave up himfelfe unto the fa-

. Da mily
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‘ miiy of Chrift; to become a fervant to him : And

in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper;we receive
the Lord Jefus to-be not onely our Saviour, but
our.Governor 3 and now comes to confider how
vainly we have abuled both thefe Ordinances, it -

. much affliéts bim: to have lived a baptized Chri-

ftian, twenty, forty, or fixty yeares,and not more
wathed from finthen a Turkor a Jew, confidering
he hath been baptized, and received the Sacra-
ments, and his heart as vain,and life profaneas
ever; this makes his foule to-bleed withina hig,
Fousthly,we fin againft Chrift,when the fpiri¢
of Grace opens our eyes to let us fee that we have
finned againfthimfelf,Eph.4.30.and herein we fee
we have finnedabove all our other fins,and it will
cometo amans minde not onely how many good
counfels he hathdefpifed, but how many checks
of confcience he hath refifted; the good motions
that-he hath fmothered, then he begins to con.
ceive that he hath finned againft the holy Ghoft;

. phinks he fhall neverbe forgiven. And though it

be notthat unpardon:ble fin, yet it works himto. |
much anguith and forrow. -
Fiftly, the fpiric of Grace opens a mans eyes to

“fee that he hath finned againft the members of

Chrift: We picrce Chrift in piercing his mem.--
bers, 4.9, 4,5,6. When he comes to confidér

that he hath compelled the members of Chriftto = -

blafpheme, this vexesand anguifhes his heart; for

every thing of Chrift is Chrift-himfelfe, you can-
apt picrce any one of his members,but you pierce

o

' Sixdy, . -
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- Sixtly,you will fee it tobe a fin againft Chyift,
in that you have finned againft the fatherly cha-
ftifements of God, fometimes ficknefle, fome-
times loffe of goods , many fweet and whol-
_ fome affliGtions, and yet we are never a whit the
. better; this pierces a foule toconfider that God
hath done all this about him, and yet ftill he as
unprofitable as ever, this will make a man mourn
exceedingly, Ier.31.18. .

. Seventhly , the {pirit of Grace helps us to fee
how much we have defpifed the gracious blef-
fings God hath multiplyed upon us; he hath filled
our basket and our ftore, and hath bleffed our go-
ings out and our commings in, inall that we have
fet our hearts or hands unto. Now when he con-
fiders that God hath done all this for me,and that
yet after all this I fhould neither addreffe my felf,
nor traine up mine to feare him, but flill live as if
all this had fprung out of the earth’, and not
meetly from the bounteous goodneffe of God
himfelfe, this will fo pierce an heart with fhame
and griefe, to think that thefe come not onely
from Gods bounteous hands, but they ate given
us by vertue of Chrifts deaths for usto fin againft
him that hath done fo many great things for us,
this will pierce the heart of any man. Dee yos
thus requise she Lord,oh ye fooli[b people and wwwife?
Deut.32.6. o

. But fecondly, the fpirit of Grace opens oux
eyes to look at Chrift pierced forus, fo as now
we begin toconfider that in Chrift there is plen-
teous redemption, there is in his bloud remiffion
- o D3 for

>
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for the fins of all that will come ux;to him, and

" hence we come to hope on Chrift for falvation.

And then to confider that all this the Lord Jefus
hath done for me, had there been no more fin-
ners but my felfe,his bloud hadbeen {pilt for me;
now thaP Chrift fhould doe this for me, this fo

. affli&sa foule, that now heis willing to fet him-

Reaf. 1.

felfc-apart,and goe alone,and bewaile the wretch-
ednefle of his heart before God. - '

Taken from the hardneffe of our hearts which:
is found by nature in every foule, that unleflc the
fpirit of Grace fet all thefe awork, we fhall never
mourne for him. Take a naturall man, andtell him
thatif ever he be faved,itis by Chrifts blood; tell
him how much he hath finned againft the blood:

- of Chrift,and the Spirit of grace,the Sacraments,

the chaftifements, the mercies of God, this no
more finks into him, then raine into the nether
milftone. If he grieve for any thing, it is for corn,
and wine, and oyle, Hof.7.14. He makes a mock

~atfinne, Prov. 14. 9. cfpecially of finnes againft

7eafs 24

Chrift. Or nfixfppofc we be broughe to a little
fhame and griefe, it is but becaufe they wound our
confciences, not becaufe they have pierced
Chrift, Isdss gricfe was not for that hee had
wounded Chrift, but his owne confcience. Take
the beft hypocrite that is fartheft carried on-
end by common grace, and his heart is never
fo much foftned as to lament for piercing Chrift.
By nature we cannot once cry for any fin, farther
then itis burdenfome to our confciences. o
- Takenfrom the poveer of the grace of Chn% |
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It opens our eyes to fee finnes againft Grace as our
greateft finnes ; no wickednefle like to that, Neb.

9.27. The deliverers of Gods people were called

" Savieurs,and thercfore now finned in this above
all our other fins. 1 Sam_12. 13,19. The [pirit of

Grace looks at fins againft Saviours, as chiefelt -

and greateft 5 though they had doubtleffe com-

mitted many other fins, yet none pierced them

fo much as this, it was becaufe they grew weary

of their Saviour.So Chorazinand Bethfaida were -

greater finners then they of Sodome and Gomor-

rah, Maz. 11. 20, 24. and yet the Sodomites defi-
led with moft loathfome abominations, Efay 16.
49. yetthey had committed greater finsin fleigh-
ting Chrift and his grace,then the Sodomites had
done. Better be a whoremonger, or an Aduleerer,
then an unprofitable hearer of the Word. -

Becaufe it opens our hearts to fee and difcerne -

the wonderfull love of Chrift in every ordinance
of his ;. by how much the more abundant the
mercy of God is tous, fo much the more is our
_hearts confounded within us, that we have finned
againft themaall. Zuke7.36.t0 47. She wasrepu-
ted for a notorious finner , acommon harlot, yet
comes to Chrift and weeps over him, and ourSa-
viour renders the reafon, fhe had much kindnefle
fhewed her in the pardon-of many and gréatfins,
and therefore fbe leved much, much forgiven, and
therefore the heart melts much. S
A figne of tryall: Take hence a true difcerning,
whether we have received a fpirit of Grace or nos
if we have, ic will evidence it {elfe in this, we fhall
T D4 not

Reaf. 3.

FPfex, ‘
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ot onely look at our fins againft Chrift as great,

but we fhall fee our fins as fomany venemous ar-
rows wounding the heart of Chrift, wee fhall
mourne more for wounding Chrift, thenfor an

thing. The fpirit of Grace letsus fec our fins as fo

- pmny daggers pointing at the heart of Chrift, i¢

melts our hearts in regard of the kindneffe of
God, that God fhould forgive us fuch monftrous
and ugly fins. If God therefore have given you
to fee that you by fin have been injurious to the
Lord Jefus, and there is no fin thou haft commit-
ted, doth pierce thee more then that thou haft fo
much fleighted the bloud of Chrift,and this trou.
bles thee moft that thou haft ftood outfo long
againft the word and motions of Gods Spirit,that -
thou haft grieved Gods children, and defpifed his

counfels and chaftifements, if thefe grieve thee
moft,itisa good teftimony of the faving work of
the Spitit of Grace. But onthe contrary,if we can
onely grieve,becaufe the world is hard, or for fin,

- becaufe it fends to hell ,or wounds thy confcience;

then thy heart is not yet right in the fight of God.
To teach every foule that defires to traine u
his heartto any meafure of brokennefle; then call -
to mind your groffe fins, they may affli& you,but
not meke you,till they be edged and pointed at the
hearr bloud of Chrift. Confcience may affli&t a
man, and he may weary himfelfe with fuch reft-
lefle difcouragements,as to have no quict,and yet
his heart far enough offfrom Chrift 5 butas foone

~ as we fee our fins darting againft Chrift, thenwill ~

the heartbegin to ‘mele,for that we have ctucxﬁgi
: " the




" ofthe Spiie.

43

the Lotd of Life and Glory. If therefore thou

wouldft bring thy heart to unfained godly forrow,

then Eile thy fins as a fharp arrow fhotat Chrift,

elfe they will not kindly wound thee. Confider

further how you have fleighted Chrift,as ifit had

beena fmall thing; butknow,you had been flocks
ned in your mothers wombe, had it not been for

ny nacurall men are as well carriaged men asyou
are. Confider how often you have refufed good

- the blood of Chrift. And confider that youhave |
_beena Bzrtized Chriftian thus long, and yet ma-

counfell, finned againft the afflitions, chaftife~ -

ments, and mercies of God., This isthe courfe the
Spirit of God takes to melt our hearts, . :

" Adire&ion tofome doubting Chriftians, how

to judge of their humiliations. Some will fay,

~ could I be but humbled enough, I thould hope of
.. Gods favour towards me 5 but itis fo little, as I
feare I have no grace at all. Wouldft thounoetbe

deccived 2 be itgever folittle,ifit look at Chrift,
it is a work of the fpirit of Grace. To grieve for
finasit is a fhame tothe world, and a tormentto
thy confcience, :
But do# thou fee thy fins fetting Chrift all on a
light flame 2 If fins of this nature melt thee;it is an.
evidence of an unfained humiliation. - . |
It may be fome ground of allowance to a

courfe queftioned, Whether it be lawfull to bring

fufpe@ed murderers to the perfon murdered ¢ T
think this Text gives fome warrant thereunto :
For thefight of a man pierced by us, may by a
double work difcover the murderer, and ggth

. m:

they in hell ‘may doe as much:"

¥ /é 3.?
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from God, and no witchcraft : As firft,looking ac -
him whom we have pierced 5 though we look at
itbucas a fin againft nature, or againft the morall
Law of God, or againft our foules, the fight of
him may and often doth work in 2 man a fpirit of
bondage,for doing an a& fo contrary to the Law
of God, and of mjuftice to my brother. Se it

- wrought opon Isdes ; it is likely he thought his

Mafter would have got away, as at other rimes,
but whenhe faw that he was condemned, this {o

A ip]ic:rccd him, thathe muft needs confeffe that he

ad finned. , _
" Secondly, but befides a fpirit of bondége, it
may pleafe God to fetiton by a fpirit of Grace,
as it is in the Text, and that will open an heart in
fuch acafe, tofee that he hath not onely pierced
hisbrother,butthe Lord Jefus Chrift,and that wil

~make him to mourn bitterly,and fo may the poor

foule come to be faved, though condemned to
bodily deathin this world. Thereforeit is notan
unwarrantable courfe, but a ferving of a wife and
juft providence of God ; for Gen.g .6. the words

" are firft 2 command to Magiftrates, Secondly a

threatning to the Murderer, Thirdly, a promife

- that it fhallbe found out: Though men fhould fail,

yet God willnot faile, (as we many times fee) to

- difcover Murders that have long time been buried

inthe dut.

- .

Zach
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nd Twil ponre upen the boufe of David,¢re.
‘ E come now to-a fourth Note; vébich
is this,
The monrning of ajrado,w hears for

the piercing of Chrift, is as bisser and
s [ad a mourning as any that any man
reateft and [oreft loffe that can beful

takes up for the
ﬁm-iab&ﬁpifyor kingdome he lives in..
 Asbitteras any lofle : For the moft bitter and
grievous loffe that any man meets with in his fa,

mily, is the loffe of his onely fonne, of his firft

borne 5 this fets all the family a moorning 5 and:

that not orely together, when they fee one ano-

ther, but it makes them goe afide into corners,
both husband and wife condole afunder,and weep.
bitterly upon fuch an occafion. The woman of
Shunaim; whea the had loft her oncl}' fonne, fhe
tels not her husband of her griefe,onely defires his.
leave to goe tothe Prophet s when fhe comes at
him, fhe could not tell him her mind acither, but.
falls downe at his feet, whereby he perceived hes
Tpirit was much anguithed, 2 Xing.4.27. her grief
‘was too much to be expreft:” And when fhee

ks, fhe faithnot, The child is dead, but Did Jbe

¢fire a child 7 was it not his owne offerto-her2

as ifit were the greateft loflc fhe could meet "Witsh-.

Do,
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Inthe like manner our Saviour going by theg way,
meets with a young man , the onely fonne of his
mother,carryed tobe buryed,and they wept fore,
Luk.7.12,13. SO Rachel wept for ber children, and
would not be comforsed becanfe they were not, Mas.2.
18; Though Jofeph was not the oncly fonne of
Tacob, nor lacob the weakeft Chriftian in histime,
but as ftrong as his grace was, and as many chil-
dren as he had, yet when he thoughe Zofeph was
flaine, he wept bitterly,Gen.37.34,35.3d though
his{fons and daughters came about him te com-

~ fort him, he would not be comforted 5 which

fhews, that mourning for an onely, or an onely
beloved.fonne, is matter of greateft lamentation
ina family. And it is therefore the greateft, be-
caufeit isthe loffe of the Parents inmoft bowels 3
it is the lofle of the chicfeft comforts of their

'greateft hopes.

But you fay, The loffe of fome husband or
fome wife wonld be more grievous then theloffe
of achild : wasnot Efkanahbetrer to Hanna then
tenfons? 1 Sam.1.11. though Samwel was more
worth then them both, yet they then knew not
of Samuel : How thenftands it with the wifdome

- of the holy Ghoft,(fince conjugall affe@ionleaves

fons and daughters to cleave one to another) to
exprefle the greateft mourning by theloffe ofan
onely child ¢ o

I anfwer, You areto conceive (asit is evident

'in the Text) that he fpeaks of fuch alofle toa fa-

mily, as fhall alike aftli& both the Parents,bitterly
gricve both the Parents, who though they be the
- neareft,
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neareft,yct theirgriefe fhall be fevered 5 and if he
had fpoken of the loffe of either ofthem ; he had
wanted a fie refemblance of the privacie of their
mourning, and therefore he exprefles it by fuch a

loffe, as may be common to that paire in-the fa-

mily that is moft intire one toanother. ,

But fecondly,in this lofle,the holy Ghoftdoth
not omit the loffe of yoke-fellows,though he doe
not exprefleit in plain words, buc by evidentcon-
fequence in the words following, Like the moars-
ing of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.
‘There was a great mourning of wives for huf-
bands, and husbands for wives,as well as parents

for-children,  and brothers and fifters one for -

another. * «

Now therefore for that, that was a mourning -

which was caufed by the greateft loffe that could
befall any Common-wealth, it was forthe death
of good Iefish, abetter Prince then whom the
carth never bore; whofe loffe therefore was the
more grievous, becaufe in hislofle the wife hear«
ted difcerned the utter ruine of Church and State,

apd families, private and publique perfons, all:

crufhed inhis death. That mourning is defcribed,
2 Chron.35. 24, 25. upon his death, there was a

greatlamentation , generall and publique, as the

+ loffeit felfe was. And further alfo it was an omi-

_ nous and dreadfull loffe, foretelling the utter ru--
inc of Church and State. In his death, husbands -

faw the death of their wives, and wives the lofle
. of their husbands, and boththe loffe of their chil-
dren, So great and bitter was this lamentation,

that.:
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thac it was written in a book of Lamentations,and
all the finging men and women had turned all
their fongs into mourning, The breath of their no-

. Jrils was now Jtopt, Lam. 4. 20. Every man now

faw himfc1fe undone, family, Church,Common-
wealth , all undone in his lofle. Lam. 2. 13.he
compares the loffe to the breach of the bank of
the great Sea, that breaks out and fwallows upall
before it 5 and fo accordingly was their mourning

- exceeding great and bitter,an unmatchable mour-

ning. Come hither and feeif ever amy forrow was like
unto my forrow, Lam.1.12. This day ofthe Lords
wrath, is it nothing to you ¢ nocaufe, nor any ex-
preffion’of forrow like unto this ; In this they faw
the captivit‘Y of Church and Common-wealth,
Lam.2.11. fechow they exprefle it, <Hine eyes,

- wuine eyes faile through teares, my beart, my heart,

my bowels burf} forth, dre. They faw their blond
poured forth, they faw the ravifhing of their Vir-

~ gins,the flaughter of the whole City,the depopu-

lation of Church and Temple, the laying waftand
throwing downe all the ordinances, and therefore

they expreffe a great mourning, as for the greateft - |

and moft publique loffe. And alfo it wasa durable
and hereditary loffe, and fo was it & durable and
hereditary mourning : For this was not a mourn-
ingofafew dayes and yeares, as Davids was for
«amnon, which lafted butthree yeares, 2 Sam.13.
38, 39. butthis mourning was durable and here-
ditary, they wrote itin 2 booke, and left it as an
ordinance from age to age, 2 Chron. 35. 25.
Thus you fee what kinde of mourning it is, fi;)em
- which




(f tbe Sptrtt , , 47

which the holy Ghoft fetches his comparifon.
Now fuch fhall be the mourning of every graci-
ous heart, looking upon Chrift pierced by him;
fuch a mourning is exprefled, 1 Sam.7. 6. when
they mourned for their finne, they drew water,
and poured it out before the Lord, as mendraw
water out of aWell,one Bucket full after another:
The people poured out Buckets full of teares-in:
abundance, not drep by drop; but as God poursa
fpiric of Grace into the hearr, fothe heart poures
“outmaay tears, at leaft mourningand groans.
Taken from the obje of mourning; there can  Resf. 1.
be no fadder or greater occafion of mourning : It
is the greateft caufe that doth befall the fonnes of
men, to mourae for thofe finaes above all other;
wherein they have finned againft Chrift. It is
much caufe of griefe to wrong either husband, or
wife, or parent,but confidering the wrong is done
againft Chrift, nothing is anfwerable to this caufe
of mourniag. David could not but be fenfible that
be had wronged 7riah in caufing him to beput to
death, and Bathfheba, in defiling her, both thefe
- could not but deeply afflit him 5 yet all this was
nothing in comparifon of the wrong he had done
to the Lord, Az«inft thee,thee omely have 1 finmed,
and-done this evill in thy fight, Pfal.51.4. He dou-
bles it, he would have you know fhere lyes his
griefe ; What,agaioft thee oncly, and not againft
Vriah and Bathfheba ? Yes, thefe were very bur- .
denfome, and thetefore he cryes out, Deliver me
frem bloud-guilsineffe,ver.14. but yet that wasnot
the thing that did fo much affli& him  as ¢his, that:
: . 1t
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it was done againft God, hehad thereby caufed

the encmies of theLord to blafpheme.No fins like
to fins againft Chrift and his graces The fins of
Sodome, though fo abominable as notto be na-
med, for which God confumed them with fire
from heaven, ‘yet the fins of Chorazin and Beth-

- faida wereworle then theirs, <4t.11.20. to 24.

becaufe Sodoms fins were at the worft but fins °
againft Angels, creatures like themfelves: but
when a man fins againft the grace of Chrift, this
is thegreateft objet againft which mencan finne;
and therefore the mourning needfull ‘to be pro-

-portionable.

Againe, there is this more in the obje&, Gods
wrath which is kindled upon this occafion, isthe
moft grievous evill the foule can conflict withall.
Pfsl.130.3. Now a gracious heart is very fenfible
of Gods wrath, being provoked by it.

And yetit is not the greateft neither, but there -
is a third thing in the obje&, and that is thelofle a
man fecles his heart to fuftaine, when he looks
upon Chrift whom him{elfe hath pierced 5 he fees

"not onely that he hath done wrong to a deare

Lord and Saviour, but the fpirit of Grace helping
him to fee Chrift pierced by him and for him , fo
his heart thereupon begins to feele the loffe of
Chrift by piercing him, fuch a heart conceives in
its firft looking towards Chrift; and inthatfuch a
loffe, as wherein he lofes not onely a fonne,. or a
deare parent ot friend, buthelofesall thefetoge-
ther, he lofes all the comforts ofthis life, and all
the hopes of a better, fo that he looks at his loffe

. : . as
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asunmatchable ; had he loftan husband, or wife,
8ic. he could have borne ir, buttolofe a Saviour,
in that he lofesall at once. Asit was with Mary,
lIok.20.11. fhe fate by the Sepulchre weeping,and
this was thematter,theyibave taken away the Lord:
Thus it iswith every foule when they find Chrift
pierced by them,they are taken up with thoughts,
that daubtlefle by pi¢rcing of him they: have loft
him,.madehim utterly away for ever fromibeing
comfortable to them, and therefore now they
have.nohopeto find him,” and thisisfuch a caufe
of mourning, as that thgn. which there is Ho
gfcatcr.z(:f' S AR O S

.~ ‘But then, when théj} look upon hxm as ;fxvie'i?cedl

forthem, ‘and fo s in time they fhall cometoen-
joy him,-and find fome {prinkling of comfort of
his beftowing himftlf upon them that:aggravates
theingtjefe 5 It is as much ds if aman fhould fay,
That Chrift hath dyed and done all this for love
of me,and this affli¢ts him much.I reade of 4uftin,
‘of a certaing -uncléane: woman which made away
her felfe for the love-of him, which when hee
knew, it affli@ed him very much s thereupon he

oes to God, and faith, Here'a wicked woman'
ath loft her life for me, and fee how I can weep;’

but yet the Lord Jefus hath not been uawilling to

lay down his life for very love to me, and yet my:
heart is:not able to mourn-fot him.Asif the foule

fhould confider it thus, That oné¢ of fuch: worth
as Chrift is, the Prince of life.and glory, thar he
ihq\ﬂd;akg fueh a long journey from ?:ca'vc'n ‘to
- earth,and live here fuch a miferablelife,and r? dg
o E ~ uc

2

.



F&

The pouring osst

Reaf. 2.

Redf. 34

fuch fervice to me, towork fo many miracles, te

be buffetted and fcourged, to lofe his friends, to
be excommunsicated out of Church, to be cenfa-
red by the Judge, to be crucified, and all this for
my foules fake, he is content to lofe his life, and
thefavour of God, which is better then life, and
all this for the love of my foule, yea, and had he

not done thusfor my foul I had never been faveds -

This is fuch-an obje& of lamentation, as indeed
no forrow like unto this {forrow.

"Fakenfrom the fubje@ that doth grieve and
mourne. What perfogyis it that grieves ? itis the.
fpiritand heart of a man, which is not ordinaril
affliGted, but wounded, and oncly wonnded witt
this {troke,. Prov.18.14. wounded for fins againft
God and Chrift, and who canbeare that ¢ that-
mourping is- an. unfu‘(pportablc mourning: Any
other mourning the {pi ,
him in, as loffe of husband, or wife, or child, &c.

but whenthe heart- comes to be wounded, who
candicale that ¢ none but onely the mighty and
powerfull fpirit- of God, without which a man-
would usterly befwallowed up of defpaire,anun+
curable. wound , unleffe by the fame hand that-

wounded ir.. , :
. Taken from the principle from whenee ficha:

moutniag fpringss a principle greater then that-

which is in the world, 1-706. 4. Worldly forrow
canoot reach this; the {pitit of Grace inthe heart:

ig greater thenthe world ; nothing can werk that-

nich the fpiritof Grace can doe; it teacheth us
to cry,with fighesand groans unntterable, Rom.8.

26 .
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irit of 2 man can Tuftaine
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26. A foul cannot tell God how muchit grieves in

fuch a cafe asthis, becaufethe principleof itisthe -

{pirit of graces we are fhatlow, and can feone run
our eyes and hearts dry for any gricfe we take up
our felves ; but where the fpirit of Grace works,
the gricfethat it puts forth cannot be exprefled;
asit comes from a deeper fountaine, the eternall
love of Chrift, fo it hath a deeper work, it {carch-

eththe deep things of God, itis a profound fpi-

rit, and foit works a profound work.

- Fortryall ofany mans eftate,whether his mour-
ning be fincere and fufficié® or not. Many afoule
will fay,I have been humbled,but did [ know my
humiliarion were fufficient, it would be fome
comforttome, but alas ! I cannot difcern that itis-
enough. Why fo¢ If it come from a fpiric of
Grace, it is then enough. Buthow fhall I know
that ¢ Why, ifit be fuch a mourning as is greater
- then any mourning, ifas great or greater then for
the loffe of an onely child, orof fich a Prince, as
in whom thou lofeft all thy comfort. Hatha man
thenloft husband, wife, child, &c. yetifhe have
but Chrift, hehath enough : a figne then that a
man hath mourned more for Chrit then for
thefe. Again,doth amanthat hath parents, wife,.
children, and cvc'r{“t’t(ning according to his defire,
and yet faith, Yea,but I want Chrift,and I cannot
be fatisfied with thefethings # Then is thy moar-

ning for him as the mourning for the lofle of an-

onely fonne : for thong{l thou haft all the com-

forts of this life,yet the Lord Jefus thon art doubt-
full whether thou haft him orno, and notwith-

E2 ftanding,

vfer.
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ftanding all thefe.comforts, thy foul goes draap.
ing for want of him, itisafigne all thefe com-
furts doe not copntervaile the wantof Chrift,and
that is deep mourning for Chrift.. I know godly.
forrow runs very fhallow in many good hearts,

- yetthisyouarefenfible of,though you have other.

comforts at will, yet becaufe you feare you want
Chrift, you are more uncomfortable fot the want.
of him, thenall your other comforts.can refrefh;
you: How fhall you know that ¢ It appeared Ja-:

- cobloved Tofeph better thenall his other children,

becaufe when he was ne, though he hadall his
other children abouthim, yet could not be cam«
forted by them all, and all becaufe he wanted Zs-,
Seph. So Teab {aid to David, 1 [e¢ theu loveft: Ab-.
[alom more then the whole kingdome; 2 Sam. 14. 6.,
How knew- he that¢ Becaufe when Abfalom a
Traitor was flaine, and his Kingdome now: at.
peace, he yet weeps for  4bfalom, and wifhes;
that himfelfe had dyed for him: it. was a carpall
fpirit that Dawid did exprefle at that time. A good:
man may fometimes be more befotted in one dar-;

ling child, then in a whole Towne or Kingdome:

befides : but 7046 told him right, and jult fo it isin:
this cafe. Ifa man canfee;thatthouigh he haye all;

 the comforts;of this life, and yet is:not fatisfied in,

them, and all for want of Chrift, thenthou-truely.
mourncft for him., Itis true, there may be for a,
time fome reafon why a man can.expreffe lefle;
griefe forthe one then for the other, Some man,
wil fay, Were my wife or ¢hild dead I'could weep:
day and nighs, but I cannot tell that Ik ever.wept.
IR - yet

-
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yetfo forthe loffeof Chrilt,how then dothitap-

peare that I mourne more for Chrift then for out-

ward loffes 2 Let me tell you,expreffions for out-

ward loffes may fometimes be great : Firft, be-

- caufe all caufes concur to make a mans expreffion

- of griefe for .outward things very great. When
+ " you fee the windowes of heaven open, and the
- fountaines of the great deep broken up from be-
neath, there muft needs bea great deluge. Gen. 7.
11. here were all caufes concurring, no impedi-
ment ftood inthe way to hinder the flood, yet as

reat as it was, it wasnot fo durable as great, but
1n a certaine number of moneths it was dryed up,
. and never returned againe from thac day to this s
and when it was come to the height, it went no
farther, but decreafed : but now in our mourning

for Chrift, though the windows of heaven be
opened, yet many times the fountains of the great

desp are not openswe have hard and ftony hearts,
which much hinder fpirituall forrow : You may
have a land-flood run downe a channell,or a plain
gravcll that makes a great noife,, and carries all

efore it, but a deep river runs more flowly, and

makes leffe noife : fo worldly forrow it runnes an-

end, all caufes concurring,heart foft towards chil-
dren and parents,&c.and grace concurs to mourn
for them; windows from above are opened, that
is, Grace,and the great deep from beneath is bro-
~ ken'ap, that is, Nature, and now here muft needs

be a great expreflion of forrow : but now when a
man comes to mourne for finne, there is an hard
- heart in the way, a heart full of weeds,and thomns;i

L E3 . a
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" and bryars, many cares, and lufts, and worldly

bufinefles, and thefe fo choak the current of our
godly forrow, that when it fhould run and over-
flow, itis dammed, and the expreflion much hin<

. dered. Butyetthe greateft worldlm'grrdw isbut

a torrent, it makes a greac noife, butit wants a -
fpring in the bottome, and will in time decay.

- David mourns for Ldbfalem, and for Amnoen,two

or three yeers, but in time thefenfe of their loffe
grew out, wanting 4 {pring it was not durable,
whereas godly forrow comes from aneverlafting
fpring, 1sh.4. 10,14. thoughfdmetimes ﬁoPpccﬁ
yeric will break forth againe, and it lafts while
ifeJafts: And which i5 more, the fpirit of Grace -
‘helping us to mourne, it will make our griefe to
row to be more atthe laft then atche irft:world-
forrow is ever more at firft then at laft, it will
({xk in time, and in the end vanith quite away 3
byt godly forrow increafes, as a man grows in.
grace, fohe growsia griefe. Doe thereforethus
much for your felves,as to confider whether your -

- mourning for outward things befuch, .as that the

love of Chrift cannot moderate it, then thounyet

- wanteft a fpirit of Grace;bur etherwife if nocom-

fortcan fatisfic thee,becaufe thou wanteft Chrift,
it isa fure evidence of the fpirit of Grace.

To reach Chriftian men to cherithgodly for,
row: If you wonld have godly forrow, you fee
it comes from a fphitof Grace : Look therefore

-at fins againft God, as greateft, efpecially finnes

committed againft the bloud of Chrift,againtt the-

- motions of the Spirit,and the word of Gracel,;'gi
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look atthefeas thy greateft evils. Andif God give
- thee but fo much grace as to mourn for Chrift,
Iabour to maintaine it in thee, pluck up all the
weeds that choak thefree paffage of it 5 if there be
any feeds of pride, or hypocrifie, or of any di-
femper inany kind in thee, away with them- all,
they will damme up this forrow, at leaft for a
while; Tn every Ordinance obferve how thou

baft fipned againft Chrift, and fo daily obferve

what fins in an efpeciall manner have been’ com-
mitted againft Chrift; and fpecially fuch as are
againft his Gofpel and Grace. Confider ferioufly,

what Chrift hath. dope for thee, as thathe was -

contenc to come and live a poore beggers life for
thee, was content to fuffer death, and to fuffer

fuffer loffe of his Fathers favour forthep, and this
will intime reare thy heart to fuch godly forrow,

as thou fhalt mourne abundantly for all the evils
thowhatft done nzgam& Chrift. And to encourage
you'to this, confiderthar by how much the more
~ thou fhalt take to heart thy fins again(t him, thou
wile find this iffue of it, the lefle will any outward
loffe or croffe in ‘the world ftick neere to thees

though thou fhouldt tofe thy goeds, and hecalk

into prifon, &c. thy heart would he able to beare
all, as reb did, The Lord hath given, and he hath
saken away ble(fed be his pame, lob 1.21. What hel-
ped Iobro thise why,be feared God,and hé efehewed
evill, and heknew that his Redeemer lived, and that
fo quicted his heart, that though he had loft all
the world, yet he could tell how to be comforted
in all ; he loved wife and children well, but when
) E 4 all
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all failed him, his heart failed him not,b'écau‘fé he .
hadlearned to mourne for Chrift. That day in =
* which a man hathnot feene Chrift, that day if -

any croffebefall him, he will not beare it well,
but will be difquicted upon every occafion, Well
then, ifthou wouldft be Lord of the world, and of

all the croffes that befall thee, thenobferveyour

daily fins againft Chrift,and mourn for him.

Of'the Prothefis, which is the former part of -
the comparifon, Hadadrimmen {ignifiesa place of

ftore of Pomegranars : From hence learne, Hath
God been pleafed to exercife thee with the lofle

- ofa deare husband, or wife,or child ¢ takeexame

ple by that griefe, and. apply it to the Lord Jefus -

Chrift 5 turne the ftreame of it into that channells
Did God§¢ver afflic thee in that kind-¢ thenbe

. the morethankfull; and efpecially for you that are

_inauthority , as ever youdefire to dye lamented,

and much defired, then be'like Ivfieh, . who while
he lived , mourned for the finnes of his 'pcdile,'
2 Chron.34. 27. So all you Governors, if when

you die you would be fadly lamented, that all

about you might mourae.to think of your loffe;

then mourne you for the finnes of your children,
friends, Townes, and Countries; take you to

- heart the fins of the timés and places where you

live, and God will take cage that there fhall b¢ 2
great and a lanientable mourning for you when
you die, o '.

- ZACH.
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ZACH. 12. 10,

And they fhal be in bitternefJe for bim.

more from the Effcé¢t, from the
word Bitterne/Je.
A gracious hears looking upon

Chriff pierced by it, [ball be in bis-
terneffe for - him. t g ’ 4

A gracious heart, that is, fuch an heart, as upon.
whom the fpirit of Grace and Prayeris poured, -

when it looks upon-Chrift pierced byit, it fhall be

- in bitternefle. This isexpreffed, Luke 2. 61.Pe-

. terfecing Jefus look back at him, remembring
what Chrift had faid unto him, be wens out and.
weptbitterly.. - | ‘
- Now for opening of this Point, fee what bic-
ternefle it is that the foule finds when it doth look
“upon Chrift as pierced by him, and then the Rea-
fonsand Application ofit. - - T
- There is:a fourfold bitterneffe of foule which a-
“mans heart is taken up with in fucha cafe. '
Firft, therc is a bitternefle for finne; for finse:
it felfe yeelds bitternefle tothe confcience, Itis
bitter it felfe, but is not fele till a man look up-

Here yet remaines one DoQrine

Doit. 5.

on Chrift, and begins to taketo heart his finnes:

againft him. Notable is that confeffion of Selo-

men after his grievous Apoftafic,Eccl.7.27. 1 find.
. _ mee

=
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move bisser then death the woman whofe hears is us

fuares,drc. Anevident argument that Selomen pen-
ned that book after his repentance, and there he
defcribes moft. excellently the whole courfe of
repentance in thofe few verfes. I find {uch finnes
more bitrer then death, drawing him on to finne,
and holding him faft therein. There is indeed 2
fttong bitternefle in finne , but yet a man isnot
fenfible of it, till his eyes be open to fee Chrift.
Peter, that had fecne and fele the bitternefle of his
owne finin piercing Chrift, he could fee the bit.
ternefle of the eftate of othermen: 47.8.23. 1 -
perceiveshon art in the gall of bitsermeffe, ({peaking

-of Simon Magus) where he defcribes the carnall

eftate of a naturall mans; Simem had not as yet
fhewed any bitterneffe and malice againft the
wayes of Chrift,but he perceived by the unfavou-

~ rinefle of his queftion,that he was yet in a carnalt

cftate, for he had offered him money for the gift -
ofthe holy Ghoft, whereas he knew. the gift of
Grace could not be: bought and fold for money.

How then is that carnall eftate a gall of bitter~ - - |

nefle ¢ Bitterneffe it was that made him unfavoury
in himfelfe, fo that a godly heart can relithno-
thing in fuch an onebutthat which isas bitter as

fI; he gives him gall to drink, when hee puts

orth fuch a queftion, a covetous and carnall que- -
fion. - e : <

‘2. -And fo it is the nature of‘r;ll fin to provoke
Godtobitterwrath. .  * a :

: anj It is the-nature of finne to corrupt others,
. - andthercforeit s cdlled # bitter root, Hebo13.15.

. So
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Sochéeftate of matute, andthe wayes of finne, -
they arc bitter as gaB, Dewt.32. 32,33, All is bir. .

teraefle that comes' from: a naturall man, his
thoughts and life are unfavoury, he is bitter to
God and to his people. Now w‘hcn mens cyes
are open to fee Chrift, they feec and feele that in

fin which before they fele not 3 Then we fee our

~ finfull coutfe moft bittcr, the very grapes of gall
- and wormwood. ’ ey grapes of gall

~ Secondly, there is the bitterneffe of Gods
wrath which a han fees and fecles when be fecs

Chrift pierced by bim, Hsf. 1. 14. and Gods

" wrath being imbiteered againft us is very bitter,
Ier.8.14. and 9. 15. All fuch afflitions are like
wormwesd and gall to us: So the Church com-

plaites, God hath made me drunk withwormword,

Lam.3.15,19. And 16b 13.36. There writeft bitser
vhings aguinft me. -

~ Thirdly, there is another.bitterneffe caufed by

a man looking upon-Chrift, and that is by reafon
of the lofleof Chrift : we.never cither had ateai-
" ned to him, or elfc now we have lolt him ; now

we fee we have no portionin Chrift, and that is

bitter toout foules, fer.3.19: A man ia fuch a cafe
fees that the feare of God isnot in him, that the
Lord Jefus he hath forfaken; ¢ftrangement from:
God is bitter to fuch a foule, 2mb 1,20, That
which you reade of Efenis very memorable in

this cafe,Gen.27. 3¢. when he faw he had loft the-

blefling, thar Chrift was given away from him,

he went e and lift np bis woice, and cryed with «-
werybitrerery, 1doubt not but Ifse and xdm;: :
- - o took.



H

. 5o

o 'ﬁepoérin‘gout'

- Reaf. 1. -

took paines to catechife their families, and there-
fore {urely in' fome meafure he faw whathe had
{oft; but how much more bitter would it have
beenunto him had he had butafight of Chritt ¢
Fourthly, fuch a foule is in ancuifh for the bit-
ternefle of foul which the Lord Jefus himfelf did
tafte and fecle for our fakes ; when ever the foul
fees Chrift with a graciouslook, it beholdsall the
bitterneffe Chrift gafted of for his fake : Men zave

bim gall, andvin¥} ar to drink Pfal.69.21.but they

fell fhortof what cup God gave him to drink, he

tafted of the bitterneffe of the wrath of God, and

all for our fakes 5 and a foule feciag this is deeply
imbittered in the fenfe thereof. .

check, and punifh us forthat fweetnefle and de-

- light that formerly we have taken in finne ; that

3;4/". 2.

God might make our fins afflitive to us, he will

make them bitter to.us. Jer. 2.19. Thine owne .

wayes andthy doings [hak correét thee.
God wil{
corredt us for former wickednefle, but likewile to

- make us caft up our fins in a free confeffion and a

ferious reformation ; as long as finis fweet to us,

we hide itunder our tongues, Job20. 12, 13. that .

~ is, fo long we fhall never confefle it, norforfake

it; but when it isbitter to us, then we vomit it out

~ infrec and heartyonfeffion. Bitterneffe of finne -

will bring 2 man to confeflion for finne, Pfal. 32.

" 3,4. Formighta man goe on,and feele noburden

~under his finne, he would never confefle it 5 but -

whea Gods hand is fmarting upon him , when

- God

Firft, God intends thereby to' chaften, and

have it to be bitter to us,not onely to

- b t——




~ God affli&ts, we purpofe an acknowledgement of
finne ; now finne confefled and forfaken, makes .
way for pardon and mercy, Prew.28:13.This bit<
teznefle for finne drawes us to confeffion to {pit iv
out, and to keep us from  turning to it againe, it
Row for ever appeares unfavoury tous.
. That fo we might be fenfible of the bitternefle  Reaf. 3. :
of the cup of Gods.wirath, which our Saviour:
dranke to the dregs, Mat. 26. 39: Implying,: that!
_Whatbitterneffe Chrift relithed in finne,and inthe.
wrath of his Father, the fame fhall every fouledo
in fome meafire that hathany-partin Chrift, Mar. .
20:23.a0d thereby fhall we knaw the wonderfull.
love of Chyift towards as, that-he would drinke’
~fucha potionto the dregs for our fakes. ~ )
- Thatfo-we might relifh more fweetly the love Reaf. 4.
of God to s, and hiis grace inpardoningandhea- .
ling all ourfins, Efay 38:07¢ Foripeace:d bad greas
bitterme(fe, but thou. haft-is lwe to' my fonle de-
livered me from the pit of corrupsion. 'This bitter-
nefle that 3 foule tafts of,makes the tové of God:
fweetand favoury.tahisfoule,: amd:it is a fpeciall-
reafon that God looks at im all the bitternefle
which he gives us to tafteof inall ourfinnes, that
{o our pardoning and hedlihg inChitift might feem::
mere precious ih-our’ eyes. And henceit was that:
in old time God commanded the Pafchail:Lamb-
fhould never be eaten but with Bitter andfoure . . .
hearbs; Exod. 12.8: ‘Why {02 to make the Lord:
Jefiss more favoury tous. -God .never gives us:
atafte of Chrift, - nos to feed upon him, but-ia.
~ biteerneffe of foule, ‘thar wee might relifh the;
— . more.
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’ moreh &‘\_roar in Eo;lts lovlel to us.f .
eal. s,  That fo he might fir en our faith againft
Reef- 50 all the bittcrncﬂ'cg of thecnﬁath of men, a%?il of
death it felfe, or of hell, which elfe we might be
in bicter feare of all our dayes. A man that hath
fometimes been in hell, is able afterwards o fay
~3Samagg3. truly, as Agaee faid prefumptuoufly, Serely the
‘ bitserne(fe of death s paft. He that hath been fenfi-
ble of the torment of hell,he doth ever after,more
or lefle, walk in fome comfortable affurance that
bitternefleand wrath is paft. Pfel.116.3. 1 found
trouble and anguifb : butver,7,8. now retwrne to
thy reft, 0 my foule. Becaufe the forrows of death *
have formerly compaffed him about, now hee
knowes God will fpeake cafe and reft to his foule:
and fothe heart is much ftrengthened againft the -
feares of men, Lske 12.4,5.he having already felt
more bitterneffe then men can put upon him. -
[es he endured as one that had feene him that was
invifible,he feared not the bitterneffe of the Kings
wrath,Heb.x1.27. Nothing now can make us im-
patient under any affliion. The more bitterneffe
we have found in finne, the more favour fhall we
find in any affliGion : No afli®ion feems bitter to
fuch to whom finne feels bitter : To whom finne
is fweet, to them 2ffliGion is as bitter as death,
eMicab 7. 9.
Res[.6. - That fo he might ever after make our fpirits
. more favoury and leffe harth : There is in us ana-
turall harfhneffe; though fome men be better na-
tured then others, yet there is a root of bitterneff¢
" in every one by nature: Nor is there any way
- more

e e —ct—
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more effeGuall to make us more {weet, and amia-

ble, and favoury, then to fee the Lord Jefus
Chrift, and to be brought to a fenfe of bitternefle
by fucharafte and fight. Ephef.4.31,32. atafte of
the bitcerneffe of Chrift doth banifh from us all
thoughts of revenge. Phyfitians tell us thereis o
better medicine to purge out the moft gloomy
and clammy obftruétions of the ftomach, and to
dry u&‘ﬁzch fuperflucus humours , then taking
fome bitter thing, as Aloes, and Centaury, or the-

like-x That is the true nature of this gracious look -

upon Chrift, it will cleanfe the foule from what

ever keeps us off from-fellowfhip with God, it -

purges out all clammy and cholerick ditempers;
it preferves the frame of the fpirit fweet and fa-
voury, bitterneffe is not the wifdome which is

from above, Iem.3.13,13, 14. when once it hath -

wrought the heart to this heavenly wifdome,
then it makes 2 man gentle and meck without par--
tialicy, &c. ‘

- Fora figne of tryall of our owne eftates, whe-
therever we looked upon Jefus Chrift with a gra-
ctous look,yea or'no : If wenevet knew what bit-

ternefle of {oule was for finne, mor the wrathof

God, nor the wane of Chrift, then we never yet
beheld Chrift with amy graciouslook.. Fhey to
- whom finmehach been bicter, they who know ne

bitternefle for wine of Chrif, nor they
- have fuffered for lﬁm,ﬁwhfoutes?:w?nngost cyt‘

reccived 2 fpisic of Grace. Had we received a{pi-
rit of Grace, longere now wethould have felt the
bigtetnefle of Gods wrath,thelofleof Chrift, the
S . ~ paine:
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paine he {uffered, in fome meafure: 1 point of

- anuch- clearneffe and evidence for the difcerning

any mans eftate. While finis [weet, and we find

‘relifh in it, though it be urlawfull profit or plea.

{ure, if any of thefe feeme {weer, ‘and evei hive
done fo, we have then never yet feene not known
the Lord Jefus; and yetthis is:for the moft part
the frame of thie fpirits of the fons and daugheéts

- of men. Whata lamenitable thing is 'it, when ‘all
- ofus by nature are a:Simen Magws, that any man

may {ay of us, Thou artin the gall of bitterneffe;
that we are of an-unfavoury: and- bitter frame of
fpirit, ready to-carruptour felvesard others, and

et we know itnot;iwé neither fe¢, nor feele this#

ut if finne was never bitterto us, thenhave we
neither part nor. portion in Chrift. - It is tiue, a
man may be in.birterneffe for finne; when Gods

_ wrath, lyeth:heavieft.upon him, as it was witli

Iudas, which made himnot to hide it undér his
tongue, but to confefleit,ca4t.27. 3, 4. But was
he then in bitternefle for Chriftz No verily, it
was for finne againft him, but yet onely {o' farre
as the bitternefle thereof did refleé upon hinifelf;

~bue it was not for any loffe of Chrift he fele, or

for what Chrift by that meanes was to undergoe,
but he was in bitternefle in himfelfc: For Efas
cryed out witha great and abitter ¢rygbue not for
Chrift, but for himfelfe, becaufe hehad now Ioft
that whichnowhe could never recover. =
. You fay, How can Ltell but that my beft bit-
ternefle is no bettef then{o ¢ howthall I know it
is for Chrift 2. I may be in-bitternefle for‘ﬁﬂnc(i
oy ana .
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and for Gods wrath upon me for fin,and for want
ofthe pardon of my ﬁir,):
the burden of it. But how may I know it is for
~Chrift, and for my loffe of Chrift, whom I defire
above all things to enjoy 2 .

Aufw. 1 know notbetter how to put a diffe-
reace, then by taking a furvay of the fruits of your
bitternefle ; I aman be in bitternefle onely for

" himfelfe, it will end in one of thefe two; eitherin
bitternefle of defpaire,as it did in Judes,and there~
fore he hanged himfelfe, a figne he was not in bit-
ternefe for Chrift, but for bitter anguifh of hearr,
‘which was greater then he was willing to endure;
Or elfe, fecondly, if not fo, - it will endin bitter-
‘nefle of malice againft them that have their partin
Chrift : So Efas cried out bitterly for the loffe of
his bleffing, and birth-right; but Gen.37.41. itis
faid, He hated his brother 1acob : So that if aman
be in fuch bitternefle for the lofle of Chrift, that
he hates thofethatenjoy Chrift,his bicternefle is
nos for Chrift; butif a man can finde this to bee

» that I might bee rid of .

the frame of his heart, that fin therefore feemes -

and raftes bitter to him becaufe by it he hath pier-
ced Chrift,and thereby the wrath of God is kind-
led againft Chrift ; and the more that I doe medi-
tate upon the death of Chrift for me, the more it
imbitters me, that I fhould crucifie him thathath
not refufed to doe fo much for me ; This isanun-
doubted argument of the fpirit-of grace poured
forth into fuch afoule.. =
- “May teach usto take heed of refting in thic-eftate
of nature, or in a coutfe of fin, for make accm;,nt
. ’ F this.

vz,
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this-will be bitter in the.end, it will ¢ither be bit-
ter in thy repentance, whea God calls thee home
to him{tlfe, ot bitter in the nethermoft hell, when
‘Gods wrath breaks forth againft thee to the ut-

‘moft: We may make a fport of fin,buriti theend”

it will be biteer. 2 Sam.2.14. That which was but
‘a playin the morning,proved bitser inthe evening,
So though a man in the morning .of his age,
look at fin but as atrifle, yet the time will come

" whenthou fhalt fay, itis bittermeffe, Efay 24.9.and

Provi23.32. It wiklin the endbite like 4 Serpens :
Though atche firft the lips of an whorith woman
feem fweet, yet in theend they will fill you with
gall and worsoweed, Prev.7.4,5. So you willfind
this tobe the iffue of all finy Though a playand a
‘paftime in the beginning, yet in the end it willbe
bitter; But if you come toa fight of Chrift,there
is no bitternefle like tothat ; yect fio man can ex-
peét any better frait of fin: Therefore letno man

. €ontent himifelfe in a carpall eftate, nor a cousfe

«of fin, for bittexneffe will be the endofit: - =
May fervetoteach all the people of God, that
are at any time imbittered intheir foules for fin,to -
walk in the fenfe of that bitterneffe all their dayes.
‘For God cals you everand anonto look:at Chrift,
-& therefore it behoves usinourwhole converfari-
‘an,to carry about us not a fpirit of bitternefle and
harfhneffe, but fuch a frame as hath {prung from
{enfe of Chrift pierced by us, and that will make
us favoury,both to God and to his people: though
it be like 4 oes in the tafte, Pfaly4s. 8. yet(as

- “Alocs be}it keepsthe wholeman from putrifacti- -

on.
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on,and the C,harchesl gkmm: fmell of this, thac

i all the graces of the Spirit of God, wherewith:

" thefoule of the Churchiscloathed, as wittragar~

ment, withoutwhich fhe is naked; they allrelifh
of Chrift crucified, and- of the gracious love of
Godin Cheift, being pierced forthem, it makes:

them all favour fweetly, they-are not defiled nor'
. corrupted with finfull diftempers; and therefore

asamanin all his waies and duties would be fweet:
and favoury, {o leshim everandanon renew his
look at Chsift; and fee what he hath done and (uf-
fered for us, and that will make all our gracesal-

‘wayes favourofa gpiriu of humility, and will effe-
I

Qually cleanfc us from alk wrath and vain-glory,
and every other diftemper. And if at any time
thou finde thy felfe imbicter¢d with-affliGion and
extrerpity for rthe loffe of asy thing, goe thou.in:

this.cafe and look at Chrift,confider what he havly-

done and fuffered for thee, and then thy biteeréft

.affli&ions wiltfoone be fweet to thee, look arthe
‘bittereft of thy finsthat pierced hiov,and that will

fweegen thy greareft loftes. Dot thou atany time
finde thy {pirit harfh, and unfavoury, uncomifor-

table, andunquiet? thy garments doe not sow .

{mell of myrrhe, this kinde of bitterneffe muft be
putawaysbut it is for us foto feed uponthe death
of Chrift, astharthe {Weetnefle of Godslovein
pardonisg fin'in Chrift, may make us quietly-and
meckly exprefle our felves in our carriage towards

-our .brethren 3 this would fer an amiable luftre

uponrall ourgraces, and wpon ourwhole conver-.
fation; and ifthou feeft any of thy brethrenim-
s b 2

bittered,

P N
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bittered, harfh or unfavoufy husbands, wivés;

. nci‘ghbours, bitter one to another, though other-
wi

ife they be never fo gracious, yet thou maitt fay,
they have not feene Chrift that day, it may be
not for many dayestogether 5 andlook how long
it is fince we faw Chrift crucified, fomuch will a
fpirit of harfhneffe creepin upon us: but by how
much the latelier any man hath feen Chrift, and
tafted of the bitterneffe of his death, and therein
alfo of the fweetneffe of his love to us, fo much
the more favoury and gracious will our carriage

be,both before God and man 5 and therefore if at-
- any time thou finde thy fpirit harfh and unfavou.

1y, take this medicine, Let the fenfe of the bitter-
nefle of thy fins purge it out, and {o it will,though
thou beeft exercifed with the loff¢ 6f an onely

childe, oranonely Prince, yet looking at Chrift

would put us into afavoury frame, and make us
relifh well before God and our brethren.

For a word of comfort to fuch foules as are in
bitternefle for Chrift : Bitternefle againft Chrift

is amotft fearfull eftate, and of all conditions the -

moft miferable. For you fee it is the condition of
Gods children to be in bitterneffe for Chrift : But
there is a generation that is full of bittcrnefle
againft Chrift, and his children, and the wayes of

hisgrace 5 amoft fearfull condition. If fuchas-

have received a fpiricof grace, be in bitterneffe for
Chrift, then fuch as are in bitternefle againft

. - Chrift, havereceived the fpititof the Devill 5 If

thoubeeft in an eftate of nature, and knoweft not
whatthoudoft, thy eftate is lefle dangerous, but

yet

e s o L
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! yét very dangerousitis ; but if a manbein bitter.
neffe for Chrift, it is 2 moft comfortable eftate, A
Chriftian is never more gracious, never more

_ Chrift-like,then when he s in bitterneffe for him;
fuch bitternefle will end in everlafting confolari-

on, Iftherefore thou beeft in bitternefle for him; Efay 651

| and for the wrath of God, as it hath pierced
i Chrift,and for the loffe of Chrift,whom thou haft
grieved by walking {o unfavourly, in the profeffi-
on of his name;in bitternefle for allthe evil Chrift
> hathborne for thee, in bitternefle for performing,
duties fo unfavouyrly, doenot think it a dangerous.
and defperate condition, for this is the fweeteft
temper of a Chriftian foule. ' g |
- Itis true, a Chriftian, atrué¢ Chriftian man is 04ec¥.
called torejeyce im the Lord alwayes,Phil.4.4. And
you fay, how fhould alwayes hee becin bitcer-
neffe? - S
_ Why, by how much thou canft finde thy foule S¢/.
in bicterneffe for Chrift; fo much thé more caufe
" haft thoutorejoyce in Chrift, and to rejoyce al-
wayes ; it is the trueft caufe ofjoy, that can befalt -
thee 5 for the Text faith, Such an one hath recei-
ved a fpirit of grace; and fo much asany foule
walks heavily, and dioopingly, as many times
many a Chriftian deth, in fuch bitternefle, as
wheérein it findes no joy, that which makes thy
heart fo uncomfortable, is,becaufe thy bitternefle
is not for Chrift ; for if it were, it would be fo
fweet to thee, as that thou wouldeft fay, thou ne-
ver hadft more caufe to rejoyce, then when thy
foule :was in greateft bitternefle for Chrift: If
o - F3 thou
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‘thou beeft in bitternefle for Chrift, it will make

thee both comfortable to thy felfe,and to all that

- thou fhalt converfe withall, every thing will be

fweetto thee when thoumourneft for Chrift,

TLTTTIYEIAT Y

ZACH. 12. 13,

And the Lond (bl moarie.

£ " INOw we are to fpeak of the mourning
i{?‘@b and repentance of a graciousheart,
iﬁ ”\.;5’ here amplified. by a double argu-
e impyy ment: Firft, by anadjunct of great-

teft, both domefticall and publike, mourning ;

as
the ;mrm’ng of Hadadrimmon, for the death of

Now of the fecond, in which. you. bavethis

_ mourning fet forth by a diribution of the fub~
jeés mourning defcribed foxmerly by the priva~

cyofic, butthatis not-all;, but alfo.by declaring
thedivers. perfons which doe mourn. Firft, it is

faid the Land fhall mourn, wer.13, Secondly;the
Land more particularly, diftributed, Familics, fan .

wilies, as itis:inthe Originall. Ttistranflatedeve-

ry Family ; and words {u.doubled, are fometimes

put indefinitely, fometimes. fignifyiog every Fa-
mily, and fometimes. divers Families.apart froma
ethers : fo that here is;defcribed in thefe words,
Families, families; the maurning of diversraiglia

C ies

i
T S

nefle, wer.11. amplified by the-grea-
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. monyningofthe w

'oftb;w. -

lies, the mourning of fundry Fumilies rogether

apart from other Familics thatmourne together,
and alfo included fome mourning of every Fami-

~ ly apart by themfelves, fometimes the Land

moutning, fometimes Families, families ; fome.

_ times every Family mournes apart by it felfe, and

fometimes in thofe Families, husband and wife
do¢ mourne retitedly one from danotliet, o that
hete is foure forts of moutning perfons.

The Land fhall monrne. ] When was it ever

~ knownin the dayes of the New Teftaménr, that

the whole Land of Ifra¢l mourhed 2 Itake there-

fore Calvins anfwer to the queftion, and the -

noteis :

 The .,,,,,,,,},g 2" Gods people in & Land, dsthe D,ﬁ,;,,,
//

he whole Land, ,
God fiever poured out the fpirit of grace upon

the whole Land of Ifrael, no not thet whien this -

Prophecy was in a fpeciall manner accomplithed,
A&s 2. 41. It was poured out upon thoufands,
Chap.4. & 6. There was a great multitude belee-
ved : And Chap.21.20. Thow fezff brather Sanl, ma-

wy theufands of the Iews beleeve ; {0 as they are cal-

Yedthe Chwrcires of the Iews, Gal.1.22. that,is ma-
ay congregations ofthe Jews. But yet thus much
tementber, (as Calvin well notes) the dody of the
Nation was a» wnteward generation,  As 7. 51.

"The bulkand maffe of the people was untoward

ftill. They loved to be contrary to the people of
God, aad yet becaufe there are Familics,and chey

mourne, and fimdry Families, they mourn,there. - '

~ fore that which is the a& of thefe divers Families,

F 4 B is
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is accounted the a¢tof the whole Land.

And indeed fo farre was this mourning -the

mourning of the whole Land, as that Zach. x3.

threefirft verfes. There isaswell publique blef- ~
-{ings poured out upon the whole Land, asupon

thole that did mourne. The Idols were cut off;
andthe word of God fo mightily prevailed, as
that thofe Se&s which were wontto delude the
people, Scribes, Pharifees, and Sadduces, were

 blafted in the eyes of all the people, and geserally

the Gofpel had free paflage granted to- it, by tha
mighty hand of God upon the people, from .one
end of the Country toanother, yet the whole
Land mouras not. It was not an univerfall mour-

- ning of all the Jews in all.the Rrovinces of King
A hafueriss, but of Shufban the Palace, and- yet

they prevailed with God for the fafety of the
whole Land, Hef. 4. 16;17. by which was cuv
afunder all the fnares of the Jews, fo as before
they inthe Country knew theirdanger,they knew

- their deliverance,. or at leaf¥ the meanes thereof
~ was prepared ; and fo.Dawsel being to-be cut off;;

hearing of his danger, he goestohis three com=
panions, and prayes them to put up their prayers
to God, andtheydid fo, Dan.2.17,18, and pre-:
fently after hee bids them to blefle God, for their-
defires were accomplifhed; by which meanesnot
onecly themfelves efcaped,but under thejr fhadow
the whole Church of God found refrefhment..
And when Dawiel prayed for deliverance out of.
Ca ptfvity,clur. 9.20. 10 23. his prayerwas heard,
apnd.an.Angel fent to take order for the delive-.
, ' rance:

v




of the Spirit.. -

73,

- rance of the people : to fhew you, Thatwhen -
* “there are fome, bee they more or fewer, that un-

fainedly fet themfelves, to humble themfelves
before God ; for the. publike evils that lie upon

AN themfelves,, to the danger of the whole Church,;

God isthen wont to lookeat it,. as an univerfall
mourning, asifthe whole Land had mourned.

. Taken fromthe place, and ftanding which the':Raﬁ O

people of God have, inthe Countries in-which.

they-do inhabit; they ftand there as she firff Fruits.
ofa Natiop,lam.1.18. Rev.14.4. Now inthe fan-.

&ification of the firfk Fruits, ftood the fanifica-

tionofthewhole Lump, Rom.x11.16. according

tothatinthe Law, Lewit. 23.10. When the firft

Fruits were offered to God, then all the reft was:
cleane ; {o inthis cafe, the multitude of a whole:
Iand before God, is but as.fo many: feverall ftalks.
of the Ficld, and thefeverall Familics, are-butas.
fo many feverall fheaves. Now when Gods peo-,

ple draw neare to him, he lookes at it, as ifall the

Sheaves of the Field had come and bowed before:

him; fo that their work, is the work of the whole
Field. o

the Do&rineit feife, thatis, fromthe valuation
- that God hath of hispeople, where everthey be,
his valiation ‘of them in_his eternall Counfell.
Now in Gods eternall Counfell, thus-hee; con-
ceives his people 5 All are not Ifrael, that are of
Ifrael, butonly they whoare the Children of the
promife, Rem.9.6,7.: Looke what God promifes

to Ifrael, itis chieflyfulfitled to them thar {:}rq :
o It S g

. ‘Taken from the caufe oth of this Rcafon,éﬁd-mqf 2 .
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Ivaelizes indeed y And ifthey goe ahout to offer [
up any acceptable facrifice to God , in -Godsac-
compt, itis asifall Ifracl haddoneit. =

. Reaf. 3. Whenceit comes to paffe, that God made thar

' ancient Covenant with _4brabam , and itisthe
maine tenor of the Covenant, 7 will givethee for a
blefing, dre. Gen. 1. 2, 3, Which doth exprefle
another paffage of thelike nature, Efay 65.8. One
faith, Deftroy semot, for a blefsing is inits As if,
though there were many branches of the Vine .
dead, yetif buta clufter of Grapes, the Vine fhall
not be cutup, till that be gathered: When God « |

~ fhall fec his faithfull fervants bring forth Clufters
of fiect fruits unto him; they fhall be a blefling -
toothers; implying, that where ever Gods fer- :
vantsare, becaufe of his Covenant with them, |
where ever they crave a bleffing, and mourne for
the wantofit, God will provide it fhall be ftretch-
cd forth upon the whole Country they livein, - =

Ref. 4. From?xl which comes a fourth Reafon, which o
, is :dakcn hfmm aln anci;rnt promife which God :

madeto hispeople, 2 Chren.7.13,14. M le
thatare uﬂe;iy 5;, Name : Vz’hg ;r:thofc’-,"‘ ::’ -
pounded, Efsy 43. 7. Thon art called by my name,
Fhave creased shee for my glory dre. wer.3. Thele
are they whom he hath manifefted,and magnified
his rich mercyon. In ufuall fpeech you know, |
none is called by the name of another, batecither 6o
Children by the name of their Father, cither na-
turalt, or adopted, or Wives by thename of their

- Husbands; now therefore, if Gods efpoufedand -
adopted Children fhall fecke his face, and hulx)rlk | 1

. . (o N
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" ble themfelves before him, for what ever éi&reﬂé
- lyes'upon the place in which they live, hee will

hearethem. . .
For further clearing this Point , let me anfower
this doubt. You fay, if the meurning of Gods

‘ mplcm aLand, beethe mourning of a whole
and,

how isitthen, that they prevaile not with
God fometime tofave the Land, for which they
dec mourne,, but fometimes. the Land perithes,
and oncly themfclves preferved ¢ As Ezechigug.
Sctamarke on themthe monrne, bt ustorly flay a8l

" thereft; which was accomplithed. Ier.24.5. The

busketof guod Figs was paclerved, buc the other

was for a prey to Captivity; and theSword, and'

Peflilence, and to urter exvirpation: from .the
carth ; Heneeisdwat yowreade , Zaech. r4. 14,

Tty fhulldeliverseithor fon mor dusuhter,but shem. -

fetwes amely; And Ier.13.3. So thag thougt fome-
times the movirning of Gods: people, s:accepted
for the mourning of the whole Land's yetfome-
times, thougir Clufters of good Bamilles:fhould'
meet in Gods Houfe, and hwnbletheir foulesvo-
goether, fortheiromne; - and their Countries fins'y
and though there were fuch among them-, a5 Mo

ah; Duwicl; ard Lok, meneminentin their genera-

tions; forturning-away Gods wyath ;-yea though:
mfuand:.!mm:gt jay?:e& with.them:, m of g\-
nowne; yet though thefe fiveMen, and their five
Families;and thereft of vhe good Figs withithensy,;
were joyned togathertofecke: Gods face,yeryou
fee fometimes thecaftis fuch., 2s dhrat God him-
felfcfwearcs; they theuld favencitlior Child'mor

<.
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Chicken, but onely themfelves, - .- o
ueft. “How then fhould one conceive this tobetrue -
' whichis here gathered ¢ U
Anfw., - In Gods ordinary eftimation of chings, the pra-

¢tile of his people,is theA&t of the whole State in'
wehthey live; if they be innocent, {o is the whole
Nation before him; if they. be humble, reformed,
and upright,fuch is the whole Nation in his fight;

They are the firft Fruits of his Creatures, inthem -
the whole lumpe is fancified 5 theyare precious -
inhisfight , - thém  hee hath madefor ableflings.

whereever they live, if they fecke him, hee will:

hearein Heaven, and all the Country fhall fare. -
the better for their fakes. Butyettwo Cafesthere -
bee, wherein the mourning of Gods people isnot

counted the mourning of the whole Land. - '
Firft, in cafe that Gods people themfelves:

be wrapt up in the contagions of the finnesof the

times and places they live in ; if they be wraptup:

inthe common ftreame-of the fins of the times,

they will be wrape up in the fellowthip of the ca-¢
lamities ofthe times, and they will not then bee:
ableto ftand inthe gap; and though God know:
how to fave their foules from eternall deftru&i-:

.on, yet they may beefwallowed upin'the com+

mon deluge. God would no longer fave theold:
World, when his owne Sons became flefhly,thac

is, the Children ofthe Church, with whom God:.
- hadentred into-Covenant, Gen.6.2. If once they

become carnall, as the reft of the Wotld was,

 thenfaith God, ui;y Spirit fhallnet alwaies firive.

with map, then AL fisfb hadverrupsed their wey 5

wbo
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who thoughthey perifhed, according to menin
the flefh,yet doubtlefs many of them were faved,
2 Pet.2.5. and.3.6,17. When Gods people be-
came carnall ; then they are not in cafe to ftand
"'inthegap, butlookeas youfee, then the bot-
tomes of the great deepes were broken up, and fo
overwhelmed the whole World ; fo when the
children of Heaven are let loofe to all-uncleap-
 nefle, and the wicked children of the earth are
broken loofe toall licentioufnefle 5 in fuch a cafe,
the Flood may foone overwhelme the face of the
carth. And now, no wonderif onely Noah, and
cight perfons more for his fake, be preferved. rer.
5. 30, 31. Had therebeene many horrible things
committed, and Gods people but mourned and
beene afhamed of them , God would never have
looked atit , as fucha wonderfull and horrible ’
matter 5 but when fuch wickednefle is commit-
“ted, and mey peeple lovets haweit fo 5 then what will
yon docinthe end theresf ? What doe you thinke
. willbethe end,when thereis none to ftand,or lift
uphisheartor hand to God ¢ nothing will be the
end but horrible confufionand deftruction.
Secondly, But fuppofethey fhould keep them-
’ felves intire and fpotleffe, as thofe five Noah, D -
Y. miel,&c.And fuppofe they fhould fave themfelves
from a froward generation, and have no fellow-
thip withr the unfruicfull workes of darknefle , -
whichis the beft hope that may bee, that they
fhould fo doj; yet notwithftanding it may fall our,
“this mourning will not be accepted for the whole
State, and that is, in cafe they may mos bee fuffered

T ——- -
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t0 mourne for the pesple, nor them(elues neisher, But

* when they thruft themfelves into the gap, Fami-
liesapart, or Congregations apart ;. when they
fet themfelves againt the wiath of God, gather -
runne themfelvesinto hazard with Gedand the

World, then tohave a judgement befall them,

- and may not bee {uffered theretareft ; thenyou

muft not wonder, if thefe doc no goad, theyare
thrawnéoutof the gap, which they would have
made up, if they might have beene allowed to it;

infuchacafe, though they thould mourneabun-
dantly , they fhould fave neither {on nor daughe
ter; thisyoufhall find exprefled , Efsy 59.15;16,

Hethas [ets him[elfeto werke righteoufnefe, makes
himfelfe aprey, and the Lord mmd[e thas there
was ne Imerceffor, Why was there no righteous

. senthere? Yes, But their rightcoufne(fe was their

rwine 3 they were not fufferedintheir righteouf-
neffe, nor tolerated to be righteous, Now in fuch
a cafe, there isno Interceflor ; this you fhall finde

_inthe very cafe of the Text, Time was, when

thefe Familigs that mourne now apart,went from
houfeto houfe, and {fought Godtogether, andin
fo doing , they had favour with all the people,

- Af¥s a.47. and 4G5 5.13. Though many people

dusft not joyne themfelves with them , yetthey

magnified them ;. and which is more tobe obfer» -

ved, whenany ftirre did arife,all the Governours,

~ and people hearkened to Gamaliel , and let them

alone ; fothatin fuch atime, when{ome give

‘good counfell, and the peaple of God in thefe

uties had favour withall the people, then their

o o , mouit=
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_motirning is the mourning of the whole Land ;
‘but now when the cafe was thus far altered,when .

~many of them had beleeved,and fella Fexfecutin :
. theirbrethren , that were not of the {fame mi
~ with thém, 4é#s20.21.23. And when perfecuti-

onbeganto arife againft Szepben, and others, 4¢s

"~ 8.1. then God began to cut fcant withthe Land,

and thep he made 4 divifion § he will not make a

. divifion {o long as tliey doe comply with them;

but if either Gods people fall out with theit bre.

- thirem, or neither higher nor lower perfons fuffer
... them, npor favourthem, then fee what a divifion
. Gods makes, Zach.13.7. itis the profecution of

the Story ; Then God begins to funder them one
from another , Two parts fball be deftroyed, and
third caft inte shefire, and they fhall learne to call
upon the name ofthe Lord: - So that, folongas

+ Gods people keepe themfelves free from'the pol-

lutions of the'time, ‘and mourne for the finnes of
thetimes , and finde favour in fo doing , all that
while, all thar which'isthe a& of Familics, is the

a& of Countries, Kingdomes, and Nations,

* Direétion and Inftruction , to all-the people of Pfe 1.
God, in any times of th¢ Churches dangers and
diftrefles,, what youareto doe: for, if the moui-

- niing of Gods people bee thie mourning of the

whole Land they tiveiing then, as the peoplé of
God thall behave themfelves in times of publike

dangers, fo will the ftate ofthings ftand. There-

fore it is for the fervants of God in fuch times to

- takethefe few Rules ofpraife.”

" Fitft,bee well acquainted; hotonely with your
A | owne
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7 own fins, but be not ftrangers to the finnes of the

(" *  Townand Couatry you live in, ===

i Secondly, Keep your felves unfpotted from

- thefeevils, fave your felves from the fellowfhip

{~ ofthem. | , : K

~) Thirdly,Mourn you before the Lord,in regard

of them, : o
Fonrthly, And as much as may be, give no
occafion of provocation unto other men to di-
fturb you. o . :
Thefe fourduties performed will prevent what
ever danger our fins juftly threaten againftus ; for

when publique fins are committed, fhould God
ftay to fhew mercy till the generality of the peo-
le come before him, there would neverbe fafety

. inthat place; for never was it found, or very tare-

. ly, that men in fuch a cafe did univerfally turn to
God, when they had provoked him,but therefore-
God, that looks at his peoples fpirits, 3s the /ife,
pith,and marrew of the Land they live in,he looks
at them,’and indeed behath no refpecd t0 any Nation
under heaven, bus for bis fervants (ake that haveo
reference to it 5 If they be holy, the reftarefoin
his fighe, ifthey ftand in the gap, there is enough
to turneaway his wrath,if they humble their fouls
before God,itis an univerfall reformation,I mean
folaccepted : Therefore let every Chriftian fami-
ly, and every perfon thercin, be well acquainted

. with thefins of the places they live in, and then ;

i fave your ftlves from them; God complines

% sauch that his fervants (hould be fo blinde, as not-
to fec the fins of theirtimes, Efay 42.19. Lect; 'agt‘

o ods.
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‘Gods fervantsbe difloyall, #or irreverent tounco-

“vérthiénakednefle of others ; but if they fee evi-

dent tranfgreffion of Godslawes, they muft not /
‘beblinde, left that bring a' mifchiefe upon the |
place they livein. But when youfee them, fave’
your felvesfrom them, A&s 2. 40. have nothing |

to doe with them, be not intangled in the fellow. :
fhip of their fins'; and thenbe carefull to humble -
youtfelves unfainedly before God, andconfefle |
your iiquities, and theiniquities of your Fathers,. |
-and whatever liesin your own hands to reforme, |
be fure that bedone, 2 Chren. 7.14. and that will ; ¢
be accepted as if the whole Nation did univerfal- |
lyturnunto God. If Gods people fhall dee thus, *
.the Lord may yet prevent fuch judgements aslies -
‘heavy upon other.Countries'; and this Godspeo- -
-ple. may .doe, and neither hure themfelves nor
others : fo muchthe more doe we walk humbly
‘before God,by how muchthe more we fee others
-docitnot; if we.would fpeak andsalkleffe,and pray

- mire; we might comfortably expe@ yet God had

fome furtherbleffing in ftore, and that not for our
felvesonely, but for others.alfo. Complain not
sherefore of any declenfion of times, or decayes
Sfthings that are good, or breaking in of things
that are naught; - weary not your felves ‘with fad
thoughts in this kinde, (though they oughr unfai-

" nedly to exetcWe.us) but follow clofe to a wife

and faithfull prefervation of our felves from fel:

dowflipin thefeevils, dnd as mmich as'inuslies, ! |
aeforme swhatis amiffein our felves and.ours; and ~ \
let it be a firopg motive to Gus to fall faithfully ﬁ'o a
R " this |
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this work, becaufe if we fhall fo doe, fucha
.mourning of3 few will be counted the mourning
_efawhole Land. T
"~ T"How would you know: that the Land moumns ¢
_ why,when Families, Familics mowrnt, {fometogg- -
ther, and fomeapart, then the Land mourns. And
- 1 know it is of great confequence when Magi-
ftrates themfelvesare given to mourne; A man
of authority isof mighty {way before God, Zer.
5,1. Ten common righteous taen might have f2-
ved Sedome, but onegodly Magyifirasewonld doe as
much good,as senprivase Chriftians s butif all joyn
together, there is fo much the more good to be
hoped for. Many a manwill fay, what canfucha
poore creature as I doe, or {uch a2 poore family as
mine is,what canft thoudoe ¢ Why,doebut what
lies in thee to doe, and one coalewill kindleano- .
ther; and then God will fet open a fountain for
fio and uocleanacffe, forfuch dutics fakes.and
therefore as ever you would ftand as ftakes mchie
& hedge, and would make up breaches in Families,
¢ Townes, and Countrics, live as thofe that often
fecthe Lord Jefuss,and him crucified 5 mourn you
- foryour owne fins, and chat will fer Families a .
. work, and afew Families will fer others 2 work, |
and God may work mightily by this means. . .
vfex, - To teach men thathave no greatwill to mourn
themfelves, yet to be of aloving heart towards
thofe that love not to be better then others,but to /
mourne for their ownand others wants 5 if you
.. would notbe publike incendiariesto 2 State,then
be of aloving affe@ion tothofe that are mourners
o - ‘L : - in

_,,_,___..__..A
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 Sion s letthem have, if not your. fellem/bip, yet
your favesrs:and fo farre asiyou can counfell
others torefraine from thefe men, as Gamaliels=~
counfell was, Let them aloné in their way 5 and
bad they fo dane, Jerfalem hadftood to this day.
Let she. Seribes and Pharifecs: have ranghe and
wrought as wickedly; and.as hypocricically asbe-
fore, yet had they refrained themfelves fiom hur-
ting the Chriftians,they had prevented the migh-
: :y pawer ofthd Romane Armies. ‘As ever there-

re paen weondd Be friendly'to.the Stare they live
in; learnetobe praying Chriftians: you fay -you
cannet doe that, but cannot you favourthem thac ;-
are willingto doc fo* thofe that pray andmourn, 3, . -
doe not you thruft them out of the gap,-letthem ™

licthere, their mahring need not make ad,
take ym(m;m;ﬁe? s qt‘t'b‘cﬁ'r gﬁ%:i;hc_
mourning, and fo fhall you doe much good fer-

vice to the placeyoulive in, and to the whele bo~

dy of &fﬁl&;ﬁdomc 53 for it lgc(;ver l{args itk with

aby place where Gods p 'dwwell, ifthey kecg
thngdm mamd,g;ag aré but I}rﬁ'h:r’;dcctg
mourne and: therefore-doe but the fervants of

God this favour, Draw themnot unto evill; for -
i you corrupe them, the judgementof God will - =~
fallupon your togetber » what ever'you doe' for
your{elves, defile'noe them, forif they fhould be:
potiuied, thereisnone to frand inthe gap for'youy

and it is but a fmall -requeft, they ask nogreat:

- martess at your hands, give them but leave to
moirn whenthey feeoeeafion ; ‘and then God'

hizaet faiely el brbeflax bieini ehiat biefle thee,theugh!

i . a

1
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Doltrine,

& Thefailyaf thebofeof Leviapargre. -

a man cannot bleffe himfelfe, yet he may hold off
his hands from touching them that would bleffe
ou. ., - o -
d Of ftrong confolation to Gods people, as they
finde thcmlgdvcs togrow up untoa fpirit of mour-
ning 5 if thoughto day thou canft rejoyce and be
glad, yet if occafion ferve, thou.canft mourne to
morrow, then blefle God, be not without a f; pirit
of mourning upon any occafion, that you may be
fit to ftand in the gap, fo fhall you be inftruments
of publique good in the place whereyoulive. .

S

y -

ZacH. 12, 13,14. .

Pag

EE have fpoken of thefubje&, thatis
Nz  herefaid to mourne. The Land fhall
(78 meurn,that is, not the whole Land,
AWE) but many godly Farniliesin a Land,
' . ‘Now wee come to another note
fromthetrue fenfe of the words.. -~~~
The (pirss of grace and prayer doth Jeadthe people
8 God umte mourning, not ancly in [andry Families.
sogether apart from others, but alle every Family

. apart by it felfe,and in tbt;}/& Fomilies, husbands ank

wives apars one froms another. C
“ Thisis the fumme of the diftribution of the
fubje@s moum‘iﬁ;g. The words-hold out ( that:
Lmay {o {peak) alshe formes of humiilinsion, which:
i ) ) ! ) N i,_.l ' ‘ ' at
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of the Spirit.

‘arany time Gods Spirit led the hearts of Chrifti-

. ans unto, inthe firft dayesofthe Gofpel.

1. Every Family apart.In the Originall,it is Fa-
milies F emilies thatis, fundry Families together,
apart from {ome others, |
. 3. Every Family apartby it felf.

- 3. Inthefe Families husbands and wivesapart
by themfelves, and fometimes in the fame Fami-
ly, many men meet together, when their wives
are not with them, and fometimes the women
without the men. Famijlies, Families. Thele
kinde of ingeminations doe notalwayes fignifie
every Family, but fometimes fundry and many

“Familics, fometimes univerfality, and fometimes

multitude ; as Hebrew Grammarians fay ; as to
thew you fome inftances,Gen.14.10.The vallywas

Sullof flimé pits, in the originallitis pits, pits, that -

is fundry or many pitss {o Families, families, is=
many F amilies; not all pits,for then there hadbeen
no roome to fight; but many pits. So 2 Chron.

31.6. They laid ap their provifion for the Tem-
le, beaps, heaps, -as it is in the Originall, fundry

“heaps,or hereand there an heap. So Mark 6.39,40.

They fat down sanks ranks that is, fundry ranks;{o

Families, F amilies thacthis is, fundry Familiesy &
that is the meaning of theholy Ghoftinthetext, .

itis evident from the accomplifhment thereof.
AFs2.41,4 46. there were three thoufand con-
verted at one time, and itis faid, they did eat their

~* meat together from houleto houfe, not that three
thoufand of them met together at one mans.

houfe,for whofe honfe couldhold thé? efpecially
L . G3 confidering
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confidering that moft of them were poore men, -
therefore impoffible it was, that three theufand -
of them fthould meet at one mans heufe, but
fome in this, and fome in that s and fo divided
themfelves, that in feverall Families they did all
meet : read the faaie accomplifbment of this Pro-

phecy, #4&s 12.12. When Pever was miracalou(ly
delivered out of prifen, he came to the houfe of

the Mother of Zehn, whert many were gathered

together praying, many Families were there met,
andthey had the happineffe to know firft of his
deliverance; for the whole Charch puts forth
inftant prayer in hisbehalfe, and therewas above
five thoufand moreadded vothe Church by tha
time, for they mukiplied exceedingly, but the
whole Church was then affembled one whete or

- other ; and that James was not amongft them ac
- eMury herhouft, kisevident, from wer.17, Goe,

theft viings wnso fams, as afigne he was not
there 5 thusthey mevinfundry Families. -
But this &snotatl, but beﬁdes:;is,ﬁit ifsﬁ\id,
They met every Family apart, werfe luf? ; fo thac
:h?dw not oncly m};ctpgvhen ‘many Families.
could getrogether butevery Family had amour- -
ning by it felf, fomtimes ho Family joynimg with: -

.~ them, oncly themfelves their wives,and children,

and of fuch as fo joyned with them,came that fay-
ing, T%e Chumslr in vheiy fWfe, Rem.16.15, Col.4.
1508 Pt 2. They and their Families mee To-
lemnly together,as Jofbwab faid, 1 and my boufeo
miz roeeie Lovd, tofb.24.15. And Fknow shat
dboabams will vewsh b Family,Gen. 18. 1 ?l;cto
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{hew you thatall the children of 4brabem wil
doc as Abrabam did. It is tive, the words inthe
Epifties, Such 2 man,and the Churchin his houfe,
may havea double meaning ; for it may be taken
the whole Congregation met-in fuch 2 mans

houfe, in fuch an eminent Chriftians houfe; asin

the Church of Calsffe,there was Nympbies houfe.

But ia this cafe I like well of the judgement of the

refent Bifhop of Salishury as taking it for granted.
fhat both this fenfe and th’c former are herein in:

cluded: Sometimes(faich he) it may be the whole

Chuorch was met trogether in fome eminent mans

Family,butyet withall itincludes chat the Family

it felf was 2 Church of God. - '

Now for their wives apart, 4nd fomcﬁ&fé&ﬁhf'ﬁf”
bands by themfelves: that hath been am ancient -

cuftome ofold. . Hammab mourned bitterly by her
felfe alone, when her hesband knew not what {he
did, 1 Sem.1.10.11,13. But befides that, Davids
example and Bathfbebacs,2 Sam.12.16.t0 24. They
had both together committed folly and wicked-

‘mefle in Gods fight, and though therefore they
_had the more juft caufe to be humbled together,

yet, David goes and layes himfclfe upon the
ground feven dayestogether, and though Bath-

fbeba was in the houfe, yet he took her not with.

him, as Chap. 11.27. And for her it is {aid, thae
when the childe was dead; berofe up from mourning

 and weeping, and went in and comforted Bathfheba ,
a fign thar{he was mourning alone. And fo fome- -
times men by themfelves, and women by them- -
- felves, as itwas a cuftome in thankfgiving; the

G 4 . Women
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. wemen went out with Miriam, Exod. 15.20. and

fo Iconceive thelikereafon of dayes of humiliati- »

on, men or women did give thanks alone, or
were humbled alone, and yet fometimes give one

_ anothera meeting:WhenHeffer took her majdsto

. mourn with her,fhe met with many women toge-

ther,Heft.4.16.50 we read of {undry women,cal~

“led fellow- helpers,Phil.4.3.fhewing there was fome

women that laboured to help forward the Apo-
ftles work; where he {cattered any feeds of grace,

they would labour to ripen it. Thisthey did,part- |

ly by infiruction, and partly by communicating
sheir experiences tothem, and prayer with them :
for every ordinanceis fan&ified by the word and

- prayer ; what he did in publique, they helpedfor-

Reaf. 1.

Reaf. 2

ward in private, Rom.16.12.
Thus you fee foure forts of mourning fubjects
ftirred up to this duty of mourning. - -
Why many. Families together, and notall the

- Church; It may be taken fromthe great number

and ftore of Chriftians, that were found in a great
City or Town, impoflible for fo many to get to-

getherin one place. 4752.41, 42. They met Fa- .
- milies,Families,fundry in one Family,and fundry

in another. -

Taken from the inability of fome Families,and
infufficiency to performe fome kinde of folemne
duties of humiliation, without the help of their
neighbours. 4éZs 12.12. Inthe Originallit is many
throngedtogether to pray 5 thatis, therewas thena
fufficiens number found, implying, that John,Mark

“and his Mother alone, had not been a fufficient

number
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number to have befought God upon fuch an oc-

cafion ; butthere - was ixwe, a fuflicient noumber,

. multitudes thronging togetherabout it. Confider
thatto a folemne duty of humiliation, there were

~ Jundry gifis required, which were very rire to

" mect withall in one Family : for you have fome

. Chriftians, that have excellent gifts, for theac. .

knowledging of their owne fins, and bewailing
their wants, who yet are not fo large-hearted to
- mourne for the times and places they live in ;-

~ and fome are fitly able to mourne forthe State:
and Church,and not fo able to mourne forthem.

felves. , o
And herein to-propound to: your Confiderati-
on, thieexample of Aeman and Ethan,two Men of
excellent note for Wifdome, and fee the frame of
their {pirits, the 83. and 89. Plalmes ; Heman, in

Pfalme 88. breathing out bitter mourning for {pi-

rituall defertions,not any mans cafe fo deeply be-
wayled, as hee bewayles hisowne, and he fets it

forth at large, yet expreffeth nothing of the ftate
of the Church of God. Now Ethan his brother,-

aswife aman ashe ; not fo méch taken up with:

- pirituall defertions, but moft feverely exprefles. -

 the fate of the Church, and the mifery it was ex-

pofed unto,Pfal.89. Now both thefe would have:

done well together, in a time of folemne humili-.

ation 5 the one mourning for his owne corrupti- -

ons, and the other, for the fins of the Towneand
Country he lives in ; andthis makes a fitcombi-
nation in fuch a duty. Then confider, you may
have Men that may bee excellent in both thcffii.
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and yet want faith to preffe God to heales Thefe
here would fit well fuch a fpirit,as <Mofesto frand
inthegap, and to preflfe God to remember his
Covenant, and his Nature,&c, and this mightily
prevailes with God, Exed.33.10.

Againe, but yet fometimesa {pirit of confola-

© tionis requifice, fuch as was found in Barnebes,

Reaf. 3.

- _Redf. 4.

- A5 14.36. He had afweet frame of {pirit,a very

comfortable man , and therefore fuch a man
would doe well in the end of a day 5 butfcarcely
fhall you find all chefe meet together in one fami-
ly, and therefore there moft needs be a fufficient

- number for all thefe to be performed.

- Taken from the fellowfhip in the like occafion
of mourning that may befall many Familics at’
once: Peters cnlargement and imprifonment con--
cerned them all; they all ftood inneed tobe fenfi-"
ble ofthat blow, 4¢é7s r2.12.and therefore many
were met togetheruponthat occafion. '

Taken from the fellowfhip which fome Fami-
lies had with fome, which they had not with
others ; as firft, meanes of acquaintance: Oncoc- .
cafion-of fellowfhip or acquaintance,is nearneffe .
of dwelling, or next meighbours, Exod. 13.4.
Clofe in {uch duties with aext neighbours, rather
then with thofe that are further o(% Another oc-
cafion of fellowthip,was nearneffe of kindred,and
that-is evident in the Text: The Family of the

. houfe of David met by themfelves, & fo the houfe

of Nathan 5 fome take him to bee one of Davids
fons, Lwke 3. When Solomons line did ceafe, his
line came in his roome, of whonithe Virgin Mary

defcended; pey
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defoended 5 Bat 1oather'wich Zasise take himto
be Nuthan the Prophet, becsufethere is adiftin-
Grion made ofitiskindred. S0 che houle of Zews,
and the houlc of Shimei ; Tome take himto be
Sémesn, oneofthe twelwe Fribes, others think it
was the pofterity of Sbimei that cwfed Davidy
butit is notlikely his pofterity fhould be fo blef-
fed : Bat others think this Shimes is mentioned -
1 Kings 1.8. a figne there was 2 Family of Shimei
in Dawids Court,.-a manof greatmorein the State,
an eminent man inhis time : And he may well{u-
fain the perfon of all men, thatare acither Kings,

9

B

“ner Pricfls, but privare men, cach Family snd

kindred by chermictves, ‘

. Thirdly, nearneffe of a‘cquain'tancej. Phaar.
13. loblusfricads,xhwt woveof his acquaintance,

came zwid{nhone g;mfmo mourn m him.
- Now, {econdlp; every Farnif .
Taken ﬁomdx? grent«'CmeiZwr God mmaac
withevery Chriftian man and hi¢ houfhold, to be
" @ Godto him, and xo his feed after kim forever,
* Gew.19.7.and by vertue of that Covenwnt, tvery
- malein Abrahams houfe was to be circumvcifed,
- wer.13.. Now then, if this bethe eemor ofthe
Covenmnt, obfemwveit ditigently, ¥ :Gof ‘makea
Covenant, tobe a God tothee and thme, thenit

. - is thy partieo fee it, vhatthy chitdron-and fervams

be Gods peaple ; forGoad becomesa Godto thee
and thy feed, that is his patt of vhe Covenarn s

Reaf. 1.

s .,

bex dook youo zhe fecond pri xtt yoube Gods

childe, Cen.a8.9. Youwill difcovcnant H your.
children and Yervams from having ‘fe]}owﬂ_aig.
’ _ with.
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' with Godand his Covenant, in cafe you traine
~ them not (1;y to be fonsand daughters to God 5 In

thiscafe Efas and Ifael were dilcovenanted,they
neither of them tooke care for their Families; and
- thougha man finde his Family backward enough,
y}:t if he endeavour it, he doth not difcovenant
them. : L '

And further, Baptifme is the feale of the Co-
venant, we are baptized into the name of the Tri-
nity, into the houfe of God ; now if the name of
the Trinity be put upon us, then we muft doe fer.
vice to the Trinity , and the Trinity yeelds us
prote&ion, and provifion; A manthen difcove-
nants his Family, thattakes nocare to bring them - !

, on to God. , . ‘ )
Reaf.2,  Taken from the dedication of our beufes to God, '
 Dest.20.5.Pf.30.Whatis it forusto dedicateour
houfesto God ¢ Is it. notto devote our felves,.
andall ours, to keep houfe with and for God¢ un.
lefle we dedicate our houfes to God, theyare but -
“Tabernacles for Devils. ‘And is it not then tQu
mock God, when wedoenot pray with our Fa-
: “milies? ' ' o
Reaf. 3« Confider the duties thatare required for every
‘ boufbolder s He fhould fee that none belonging to
him fhould break the Sabbath, Exod. 20. 10, 11.
And we fhould whet the word upon our Families,
~ Dest.6.6,7. And how fhould any Ordinance be
fa'n&iji;d Z/ithout prayer ¢ Pl
Rea[L 4.  Goddeth give Familics fellow [bip in [undry occa-
Retf-4 fions, both gf prayer and {)fraifc/;bi}t, is l"ll;'t‘l:{gkccps
houfe for us, and preferves us night and idal,
o Plai.

-
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Pfal.129.1,2. Allthe Family reaps thisi blefling
togettier in common, all lie downe and rife in
eace, Pfal.118.15. The Devill himfelfe could
gy, God had made an hedge about 704 5-and it
vexed Satan to the heart, it was-ahedge of thorns -
to him that he could not tell where to getintozobs

houfe, eftate, or Family,everyone wasinagood .- - -

frame, wife and childrenin good order,and every
bufinefle profpered well, the Devil could no way.
getin to do him a mifchiefe. But now. fometimes

this hedgeis broked down,and Saran is letin,and
then much vexation iswroughtin the Family.and -
in fuch a cafe Families have juft occafiontobe
humbled together. - ' ' :

- Takenfrom the bleffed reward thit. God nges Resf. 5.

to Families that are willing to take thiscourfe,and.
thatisdouble) . - - Loy
> Firft, God will reveale his fecret counfells to
fuch,and make them of his counfell, Gen.18.18,
19,20, - - L
=" Secondly, he will bring upon 4 brabamall the
good he hath promifed him : Itisthe ready way:
to bring about the accomplifhment of all Gods
promifes to uss otheiwife God will heap upon
thee much more cvill thenthou art aware of, Zer.
10./aff, ‘1 Sam.25.21,22. - o S
. 'Thirdly, why alone by themfelves ¢ ‘

ot

Becaufe fometimesthe untowardnefle of yoke- Reaf; 1.

fellowes is fuch, as that they are not fit to joyne
together ; Hefter muft doe it alone, Hefler 4.16.
& Micah7.5,6,7.. . o

£
REEEN

times

Vo

. Suppofe they may. trut pné anothér;}’kt fomc Reafz.
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Of comfort 10 moumfullCHnthans, that can
put en afpiric of mourning upon .any occafion,
that whatevcr duty thouart calledtoin pubhquc ,
and in private, thou art fitted. for ity rejoycein
the Lord, and::bleffe his name , thar hath not
fprmklcd bac pourcd out h»sgracc upcn you. .

......

ZACH xz IO.

.Ahd Luwill poure upon the bonjé g‘ 754@1 @*c

7S BE Here yet remainces: to be handled
&/,' | E}V fromehiefe words, the three firft

Arguments propounded -in the
- beginning, namely, the Author
e oy of this fpirit of grace, the plenti-
%M full meafure of it,and the perfons
omwhom iris powrcd out.’; Of the- firft ‘of thefe,
the:Giver of it;..youhave heatdsiv,apened, from
2.Tim.2.15. ‘Whenee you heard, that God isthe
Author and Giver ofgrace, . And therefore come
we to the othertwo, and ﬁ(om thepee' obfcrve
OhBDO&nHCI o b Lol x"’
Frdn $he dayes oftbe Goy;l tbe Lond d;fpmﬁtba
ytemﬁ:ﬂ meafure of grace,ipot, oncl] upor Mmtﬂer:
bat upo all fores of Chriftians. ©-°
~For fo faiththe Text, in thar day the I.ord wxll
not: anlyfprinkleslie fpmt drapbyidrop, butwill
‘pourit qvt ina plenrifull healurd;atid ponring ous
xmphcs not onely extenfion upon many people,b
iSe mmcf on
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- nor the life nor power of him in any Ordinance
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intenfion alfo ina great meafure upon thofe many
perfons. C T

‘And who are thefe perfons? Not the houfeof
ZLewi alone, butalfouponthe houfe of David,the
bloud royall, and the Kings Courtiers, and upon the
Inhabitants of Jerufalem, the Citizeas and Tradef:
men therein ; yea, and in Jerufalem dwele all forts
of people, ofevery Nation under heaven,  4¢%s

2.4,5.Reade this accomplithed, 45 2. 17,18,

I will poure out my fpirit upon 42 fle/b 5 and in

- which place the Lord tells you, that he will ot

[prinkle, but g«mre out his fpirit, and »et on 4 few fe-
lec? perfons, but upen all flefb, Jews and Gentiles.
So Iohn7. 37,38,39. he thatbeleeveth in me, out
of hisbelly fhall flow rivers of living waters: This
he fpeaks of the Spirit, fothatin the dayes of the
New Teftament, Running ftreamesof the Spiric
fhall ever be flowing from abeleeving foule; he
fhall have afpring of grace. in his foule, that fhall

ever belike a running river cleanfing his heartand

way, and making him fruitfull in all places, coo-
ling and refrefhing his owne and others foules
with the experience of Gods favour to him in
Chrift. . o o ‘ Lo T
Why now,ratherthen in former times 2 -

. Taken fromthe different eftats of the worfhip 'of Reaf. 1

God wow, and thas of the old Teftamens. Then the
worthip of God was difpenfed, snder wailes and
Jhadewes, {o as when the Law wasdelivered, Mo-

Jes put availe upon his face, 2 Cor.3.13,14,15. fo .

then

ast pgi%ple»coqld.not clearly feethe Lord Jefus,

'y

2B ST DL Gt s~



. Reaf. 2,

‘and weall behold the glory of the Losdwish spem = -

. of God were under age, tillthe fulnefle of ime

. heritance, Uader the Law they had but 2 dark

 intotheir hearts; and therefore they then-called *

then difpenced 5 he meanes the vaile of Ceremo. 1
niiesand thadows,but now the vaile istakenaway,

face,ver. 17, 18.Shewing that by how much the
more fimply & plainly the Ordinances be difpen-
ced, fo much the more phainly do the people of
God fee Chrift revealed inthem;andever where
thereisthe leffe fhadem,shere i the moye [wbftance.
Taken frd the different effase of thechildren of God
now.and ofthé inthe old Teflamens. They werethen - -
the children of God, andheires of the Ki
with us. But yetthe heire while be isundet age, -
is under Tutors and Governours ; and G4l. 4. 1.
#07. hefpeaks of God as a wife Father, Lie will E
not reveale himfelfe freely and familiarlyto his k!
children, while they are under age, but when -
growne to age, he will freely communicate with- -
them, Now thus the Apofticapplies it, The Ifrael

came, and when Chrift came, then was the ful-
nefle of the age of that Church, and then God
fends forth the Spiritof his Son into the heartsof
his people : This is the {pirit of adoption, where.
by God ‘acquaints you with his counfells,
and betrufts you with a great part of his in-

dgaught of the Image of Chrift found in'thém s -
but now the fulnefle of time-being come, God
»fccci;}g his children fitto bebetrufted with alarger -
meafurc of grace, he fends forth a fpirit.of grace

upon God,as Godand Lord, and but feldomeas

4
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Path@r. The Euangelicali Pro “Phet Efs, indeed
 hefometimes faith, Doubtlefle thou art our Fa--

" * ther, Efay 63. 16. Bur fcarcely fhall you finde it

all the Plalmes ; Father inthe old Te-

framens is avare exprefion s , bue now fearce any of

dnc bdecvm,butthe nameof Father is as

with thom, as if all werecavght to fay, Our

: Fzﬂm,:nd Abba Father : NMow the Father iooks

© atms, 25 cometofulnefle of age. Mofes was thc
Schoole-maftercobring the jewseo Chrit, and

. then God watked towards them with afcfervcd

' cmmmoe,!mm hc&f}xenceth himafelf more

Takcnfmmzhe differemt difpenfation of Chr Ruf 3.
intheold Tef atnent u{hth ne'g 5 gc is-called ﬂhq:
Sunwe of righseonfucfic, SMal, 4.1,2. And inthe
-da csoftheoid‘r snt, Chrift was not then

and though they had the Moone and the

Starres, yetit was dark, becaufe the Sun was not

yetn{ca. So the Apoﬁle faith, 2 Pet.1.19. but

when Chnﬁwasbomc,thea stheday pring fromon

| ifised the pesple, Luke 1.78. Now asthe day:

brings in our light, more thenallthe gli-

ﬁctxng ﬁarrcs fothe Lord Jefus when he came

intq the world, the Church difcerned more by

- him, then by all the Prophets that were before

him;aad yetafter Chrifts afcenfion into heaven,

when he was afcended to hisfull heighr, then the
leaftof the Minifters of the Gofpel, and profef- -
 fors of Chrift, faw mote of C ﬁ ‘thenany

E while hetived on the carth : AndhcncetheApo-’

) Mefctches the abtmdalx_alt Revelation of C}hn&

' 3 : rom
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from hisaicenfion, 4¢s 2.33. he brings ¥ as a
reafonto prove that the Difciples were not full of
new wine ; foritis faid, Iwill pewre owt my [pirit
upon all fleb ; and Chrift being now exalted to the
.~ righthand of his Father, he hath fbed forth his [pi-
vit which you now [ee & hear.Sothen itis from the
exaltation of Chrilt, that we cometo have thefpi~ -
rit of grace poured upon us, and Chrift himfelfe
‘expounds that place, 7ebn 7.38,39. after this fort;
_The holy Ghoft was not yet given, becaufe the Somne
was wet yes glorificdswhen God had exalted Chrift
to the height, then he fhed forth light and heat,
asthe Sun at noone day. The holy Ghoft was
not yet given : Why, was not all the Prophets in-
fpired by the holy Ghoft ¢ 2 Pes.1.laff. Yes, but
though they had thie holy Ghoft, yet incompari-
fon of that meafure which is now given,it was but
crums; in comparifon of thet meafure, the pooreft
beleevers ordipirily have¥n thefe dayes: God dif-
penfech not the fpirit to Bre and fingular men,
Priefts and Prophets, and eminent Chriftians
onely ; but now I will poure”out my fpiritupon.
- Maids, and Young-men, upon all forts of Chri-
Rians. ~ B |
#f 1. - Itisamatterofjuft reproofe to any that now
live in the dayes of the Gofpel, that areat this day
deftitute of all the drops and fparks of the fpirit of
grace. Thefe are dayes in which God hath
. faid he will poure out his fpirit upon’ Courtiers,
‘upon bufie Tradef'men,&c. Now then confider
what times we live in 5 fhall rivers of grace flow-
from many poore Chriftians, and fhall no:donc
. rop
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drgp be fprinkled on our foules; A wicked man
in' e Land of sprighineffe, will not learne righte-

~oufne(fe, Efay26.10. Itisthe chiefeft happineffe
for men in thefe dayes to live under meanes of -

grace, yera wicked man when all about him relith
of uprightnefle, yet he will there doe wickedly,
and all this is, becaufe he will not behold the Majefty
of the Lord, he thinks not that Chrift is there;

~ confider therefore any foule that cannot fay,God

hath fprinkled you at leaft with the firft fruits of

the fpirit, there is a heavy curfe lies uponyou. .
Ezech.47.11. The impure places thereof [hall not be

healed : the waters that flow from the San&uary
are healing waters ; the fpirit of grace flowing
from Chrift, is healing water to heale his people 5
but fuch creatures as ftill live infin, foaming out

" mire and dirt to their fhame, that contentthem-

felves onely with the bleflings of this life, they
are expofed to an everlafting barrennefle; fo E/ay
32.11,13. asif hefhould fay, Every foule upon
whom the {pirit of grace is not poured forth ,
there growesupon them nothing but ériers and
thernes. There is a double meaning of it,doe but
obferve the beft fruits of a naturall carnall man,
his beft frusts arebut as bryersand thornes. And
again, the beff comforts he hath in chis Land, their
trades,yoke-fellowes,&c. they are all but bryers.
and thorns, they choke good thingsin'us ; there-
forelet no foule content it felfe in fleighting the
Spirit of God. What anuncomfortable thing it
is, that fo many trees' of righteoufnefle fhould
grow on every fide of us, and we onely barren

: " H3 and
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and unfruitfull ¢ Let thistherefore be tous o
occafion of fearching diligently, whether we have
received the fpirit of grace or no. Three forts of

'things are faid to be poured forth; water, Efey

44.3. oyle and fire, Efay 42.25. Obfervethen,if
you have receivedthe Ipirit, you have received ft

king of you fruitfull, Pfef.1.3. Ifthou haft recei-
ved the fpirit of grace like water, then thou haft
received fome fuch grace as cleanfeth thy unclean
heart, and thou beginneft to be fruicfull in the
wayes of grace 3 Or if fometimes thou haft been

- feorched in thy confcience with the fiery wrath of

God, and haft afterward found thy heart cooled
with experience of Gods favour, this is like wa-
ter : Or if like oyle, the {pirit is poured outto heal
and binde up thy wounds, and to make thy heart
chearfull, Pfal.104.15. Lwke10.35. Gracemakes ~
the countenance thine, Ecclef.8.1. God hathac-
quainced thee with his fecrer counfels, A¥s2,18.
1f God hath warmedthee with rienceof his
favouts,andenlightencd thee witht kuowl;dge

- of his will, thou maift have comfort in thy condi-

tion ; but if now thy heart beas unclean as ever,

if no ‘morcfitto offer upto God fpiritnall facrifi-

ces thenever, thouart not fo.much as fprinkled:

 with the fpkit-ofgrace.

What fhall 1then (fay you). now feemy felfe:

.. about#

Fitft,give diligent heed,and havea tender care:
s0.azeend to the word oflife ; Come notto heare

the:

~ as water, as oyle, as fire; As water, eleanfing you
. from all your filthinefle, Ezech.36.35. and ma-

/
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thgvoyce of a pleafant finger, Ez¢¢b.33.31. but

come to the glorious Gofpel of Chyrift, as themi:

niftration of the fpiritsyoureccive the fpirichy the
~hearing of faith preached, Gal.3.3,5. Romanes
10,17, ’
z.that'cvcrkaow‘n fins you have heretofore
lived in, abandon them, and then God will poure
outthe riches of his mercy uponyou, Efey55.6,
7.¢ Prev.1.22. When you hearea {inreproved,
turn from it, and then he will poure out his {piric
uponyou. -

3. Praytothe Father,and he will give youthe
holy Ghoft,Lake 11.13. Now what afearfull cafe
is it, that a man fhonld live in a2 Congregation
where the {pirit of grace is poured forth upon
many, and yet wee never to begge fucha blef-

fing ¢ but continac knocking, and you fhall re.-

ceive. ’

To exhert all the children of God to take heed 7/e 2.

of refting in the firft fruits of the fpirit, or of ftan-
ding at a ftay : for you livenow inan age wherein
God not only fprinklies his grace,but poures it out 5
Forget what is bekinde, and endeavonr afier thas
which is before, Phil.3.13,14. He laboured more
then allthe reft, and yet Icouwss not thas I bave as-
tained. How fhould we now be ready tothink,had
we but the grace of fuch a choyce ome as Pas/
was, could we but be content in every ftare,could
we but doe Gods will with joyfulneffe,and labour
more then our brethren, might not we fic downe
and kiffe our hands,and blefle our felves,and have
caufe for ever toblefle God forthis large por;iot;'
| , o

H 4 :
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many - diftempered paffions, and ‘may have juit
. : o caufe. -

of grace ¢ But Pan! knew where he lived ;, andfo
thould we. Weare to be thankfull for the leaft
meafure of grace, but net to reff farisfied wich that
eftate weare come unto : Yea,whatifamancould
pray like a Saint,preach like an Angel, exceedall -
the Apoftles of Chrift; yet ftill he might fee

Chrift before him fora pattern: we livenowinan -

age, thattheleaft Chriftian,after Chrift his afcene
fion, hath reafon to fee and know more then robs

- Baptifp did. : '

For further encouragement hereunto, confider
that place, Ezeck. 47.3,4,5. It thewes you the
marvailous efficacy of the fpirit of* Graceinthe
dayes of the Gofpel : Firft a Chriftian wades in
the rivers of God his grace up to the ankles, with
fome good frame of {pirit 5 yet but weakly, fora
man hath ftrength in his ankle bones, «4@s3.
and ‘yct may have but feeble knees, Heb. 12.12.
So farreas you walk in the waters, fo far areyou
healed; why then inthe next place,he muft wadé
till he come tothe knees, goe a thoufand Cubits,
a mile further, and get more ftrength to pray,and
to walk.on in your callings with more powerand
ftrength. .

Secondly, butyet a man that wadés bucto the
knees, his loynes arenot drenched, for nothing is
healed but what is inthe water., Now the affecti-
onsof amanare placed inhis loynes, God tries
thereines ; a man may have many unruly affecti-
ons, though he be padling inthe wayes of grace 5 -
he may walk on in fome eavennefle, and yet have
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caufeto complaine of the rottennefle of his heart
inthefight of God: why then, thou haft waded
but to theknees, and it 1s a mercy that thou art
come fo farre ; butyetthe loynes want healing,
. why,wade a mile further then ; the grace of God
yet comes too fhallow in us, our paffions are yet
‘unmortified, fo as we know not how to grieve in
‘meafure,our wrath is vehement and immoderate,

youmuft therefore wade untill the loynes bee girs:
with 4 golden girdle;wade an-end,& think allis not

- well untillyou be fo deep,& by this you may take
a fcantling, what meafure of grace is poured o#t

uponyou. And if thouhaft gone fo farre, that -

God hath in fome meafure healed thy affetions,
thatthou canft be angry and fin not,&c. itis well,
andthis we-muft attain to, But {uppofe the loyns
thould bé ina good meafure healed, yet there is

more goes toit then all this; and-yet whenaman
iscome thus farre, he may laugh at all temptati-

ons, and blefle Ged inall changes: But yet goe

another thoufand Cubits, and -thén you .fhall -

fwimme; thereis fucha meafure of grace in which

amanmay {wimme as fith in the water, withall

readinefle and dexerity, gliding an-end, asifhe
_had water enough to fwimmein ; fuch a Clirifti-
an doth not creep or walk, buthe runs the wayes
of Gods Commandementsswhat ever he isto doe
“orto fuffer heis ready for all, foevery way dren:
chedingrace, as let God turn him any way, he is
-never drawn dry. . ‘ _—
Thus we fee now what in-thefe dayes God cals
ustos we are now planted by the waters ; in

v - which .
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which fomeChriftians wade to the ankles,(and be
we thankfull for that) fome can but creep as it
were in the way of grace, and fome it may be can
walk on with fome ftrength 5 fome have yet gone
decper, till they be wholly drenched in grace,and
this fhould weall 1abour after. Buthow may we
attain to this large meafure of grace ¢ i
Fitft, confider the times youlive inr; we all be.
hold the glory of God with open face, and are
changed from glory to glory. Firft therefore
lack upev sire Lord Iefms Chrift with open face in his
@rdinances is in a glaffes you would think it an
excellent glaffe, that aman could neverlookin it,
butit fhewed him 2 deformity, and would heale
it ; Now we may behold Chrift in his Ordinan-
ces ; which that we may doe, we meft come to
themwithasrembling fifﬁt.obfavc,agd you fhall
findc it trve, you fhall never hearethe word with
atrembling heart, but you will goc home with an
humble heart,yougoea thoufand paces that Sab-
bath, Ef# 66.2. If we tremble fearing we fhould
heare uvaprofitably, or not fanctifie God in our
hearts,{uch a look at Chrift will healea thoufand

‘diﬁcmgcrs in fuchan heart. A bold impudent
- heartt

atcomes into Gods prefence will be di
and unclean ftill : but God gives graceso the bamble,
1 Pet.s5.5. Comein femfe of your infufficitney vo
ofit, and come in {enfeof the Majeftyof the Lord
Iefus and you fhall get 2 bleffing. o
2. Looke at Godin his Ordinances with s be-

- leeving eye s When aman fees Chrift in his Or-

dinances, itwill helphimto mournc for all the
' defelts
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defe@s and blemifhes which the Gofpel difcovers
to him, foitisinthe Text. Looking at Chrift
with an eye of faith doth heale mightily, it fo
melts the heart with the fenfe of its owne fecble-
nefle, that it beginstochange the hard and ftony
heartinto mournefull veares : #s they were healed
by looking at the brafen Serpent, Numb,21. 8,9.
fo we by mourning for Chrift. =~ .-

. Thirdly , Looke at Chrift,, ws#he Lordthas
texcheth us 10 profit, Efay 48.17,18. 0bshat thou
badft hearkencdume me, then fould thy peace have
beene like s flowing Rivershad we looked at Chrift
as our Redeemer , he would have undertaken to
have taught us to profit, and then would the
peace of our confriences and eftates have beene
abundant, aedour fan&ification had beene like
- the waves of the fea, and every wave greater then
other, tillthere had beene neither banke norbot-

tome; fuch a fooking at Chift would have chan-.

ged s from one grace o another.

And yet for a fecand meanes, When you aré
_thus taught of God, thengoe on in your upright- -
nefle and cleanocffe of heart in your whole con-.

“verfation, fo fhall you wade deepe in the ftreams:
of grace, 1eh.17.9. If therefore thoa feeft-any un-
cleanneffc in thy hearr, abandon i, and refolve
with ﬁ;ﬂgmpo&
way, you will increafe your ftrength, Prev.
10.29. fo 8 €hmm. 3. 10. The Lord will thew
himfelf firong ro all that are wpright before him.

Goddseyesvan 19 and fro.in the Congregarion, and:
he mindsa very upright creatare, and where hee:
S cfpies:

of heartagaingt #t, hold-on your:

2.
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efpics fucha foule, hee fhewes himfelfe firong -

with him, {o Efsy 40.31,32. _ ,

3. . Fruitfulnefle in growth, 'brir;g forth fruit in 1
- Chrift, it may be abranch of the former;upright- '

' nefle will draw youon to fruitfulnefle, 70h,15.2+ ‘

In fpeciall wife looke to thefe. k

Firft, have a fpeciall care to delight in Gods

Sabbaths ; if you count the Sabbaths precious,

~ Godwill give youa delightin hishoufe, Efays8.

13,14.Efay26.4.t07. S L

. Secondly , - have fpeciall refpe@to family du-

ties ; - bee helpfull to children and fervants, for

that is a meanes to multiply Talents, Mar.25.28,
29.This courfe Abrabamtooke,Gen.18.17,18.

Thirdly, Be fruitfull in converfing with your
brethren, counfell them, and ftir them upto good
wayes,and you fhall find this will much increafe
ftrength in your felves. Barmabas was a good man,
and full of the Holy Ghoft ; How doth thatap-
peare? Hee exhorted them with full purpofe of heart
tocleave unto the Lord, Alts11.23,24.

Fourthly, Be willing amongft other graces to
grow in patience, and bee not put outof yourpa- -
tience; what ever difcouragement you meet with,

“you will finde it a might{ helpe for growthin
grace, Col.1.10,11. It will make you perfec? and
 intire, lacking nothing. lam.1.4, Let not patience,
by any thing be difturbed; any one a@ of patience .
when it is put toit , will fet youa thoufand paces
forward. Youtherefore that would wade onin 1
~ the paths of grace till you would {wim therein,be -
fureto maintainethefe graces livelyinyou. =

R X
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Here is yet one note more fro thefe.
g {ubje&s upon whom the Spiritof
53 orace ispowred forth, who were %‘7 A
IR thefeX Thebouf: of David, andthe %b“(
P@CR Inhabitants of lerufslem;Were they P
not thofe that pierced Chrift, thatkilled the Pro-2->275 ™¢
phets, and ftoned them , the fame menthat lived =
in that Age, of whom our Saviour faid , That sl ﬁ,. oraliri
the innocens bloodof the Prophetsthas hath beeses Vp 4, 1.
Jhed,fhallbe yequired of thas Generation,Mat.23.35. 4, . /e v
. A generation of-whom S.Paw/ faid, that the Dots'ns )
Wrath of God was come upon them to the mmoff, alerros
1 Thef:2.16. A People whom S. Peter cals, o
froward Generation, A s 2.40. Whofe froward- -
nefle Paul doth fitly exprefle , 1 Thefi2.15. They :
haveboth pierced and killed the Lord of life.and per- .
Zeutedus, Godthey pleafed nat , andarecontraryte . -

" “allmen: Now thefe are the men,and we ftand and -

wonder atit, of whom the Text faith, 7will poure .
upon them 4 (ivit of prayer and of fupplication 5
Henceobferve: . - - o C
. That God doth [ometimes poure ot the Spivit of Dect, 9.
grace, uponthe mofl bleody, and meft haymwous, and

moft ‘de/;ehte, and maft prophanc, and mof aboms.
" mablefinners. o

S ~ Such

-/
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Such as have plerccd Chrift, and killed the

Lord of life, that had excommunicated him, and -
allthar calt upon him and profefle his name ; they
at whofe hands the blood of all the Prophetswas
to be required,8c. Men that exprefly curfe them-
felves tothe ncthermoft hell, thofe that were
mad againft Chrift 5 Upon thcfc very men will |

: God ure out a Spmt of grace and f

eft you fhould thinke this tobe pccnlurmo
l:hc}cwx(h Nation oncly, reade 1 Cor.6.9,10,11.
Swchwere fomeafyon.,, | Gach as all thefe, but yec are

" wafbed, md ﬁnmﬁal é'r by the. SPtmgwad

that is, by this Spirit of poured out upon
them , fomeof altthefe Ig'ts, and fome thathad
them 3l together, the worft that youcould name
under the Sun, and fuch were fome of yous Bat are

~ youfoftillz No, Barye are wow wafbed. Soyou.-'

fee, the Spirit of grace may be mdoutupon
fichas hav*lbm%olmgp‘d&;m &c. No-
table is that fpeech of Paslto Tétus , concerning -
Cretians his g

" wordsare very clegant in the Originall : Th

they mey be found ins

Were simases lyers, given tobeaftly courfes, fluegs
im avy shin, zaw’a good ; Now thm]l?cc y’g‘u that

ever thefe bafe fpiriv cd pcople {fhould comeonto
begoodCbn{hansv Lct, rebake them: foarply, shas
fusth; afigne the Apoftle
was not hopelcﬂ"c of their cﬁatc So Efay 1.10.
Bieare Woss ye Prowces of Seddoms , and ye pewple of Go-
mervab,&c. To wbnyur ﬁdn come before me,
and your bawds are fill of b notwmhﬁm
dmg, ver, 16. 17, Waf ym, ma e yo dcm, be
, then

ountrymen,, T&mx.xz,tg. The -
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;;;n come and les s reafon togesher 5 {0 wonderfull

. is the grace of God : let him fpeake to menthat -

know him not fo much « the  af¢ kisowner, fuch
s rebelled more and move when be chafiened them,
fuch whofe bands were full of blood; yet let but fuch
as thefe come & wath themfelves,Cesfeso do evidl,
andlearne to deewel, and then okl thefe [carlet crim-
Jon fins [hall be as fsow. Butof all the prefidents in

this kind,Mamaffes feemes to me to exceed them
all, A man a Chron. 33. 2.that gave himfelfeto

" Witcher aft, 10 fbed insocent blood,and yet notwich-
ftanding, ver.13. Imbis diftre(fe ke fonghs the Lovd,
and bumbled bim[clfe greatly, and the Lordwas in-
treated of him , which you would wonder at.
Therefore fometimes God poures forth his

upon fuch as are abomirable and bloody finners;
what hope thinke yee were therc of a mansfalva-
tion , when hee reje@s the G o p of his falva-

tion, there is no name under Heaven to bee f2- -

ved by, but the nameof Chrift, /s 4.12. and
~_if we put out his name , where fhall wehave fal-
vation? yet thefemendid fo, and fo Pawi faith of
* himfelfe, 1 Tim.1. 3. I was a blafpbemer, an in-
jwriows perfom . a man that did another hurt with

/

5

fcathe and fcorne; fuch anone was Pasl, yetfee Fce. en one,
how wonderfull God brings matters about, 4&s ., .tioy..

9:12.Bechold ! now he pr?n; Well might Godput .

an Ecceunto i, a Bebold ; He that was before s
blafphemer.: aperfecnters behold ! bie ss wow fallen &
praying, and he will never give over praying, till
he heare fome word of mercyin the pardon of
his fins: fo that God doth fometimes poure out

Rivers

=

Her™
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Reaf; 30 .

- fufferance, to all thas heveafcer fhall beleeve an bis -

Rivers of grace, not onely upon thofe whofe
frame of {pirit hath beenemore civill, but upon
thofe who have defpifed the holy One of Ifracl;
they that before knew not what prayer meant,
fhall now pray and mourne bittcrlg. o

Itisdouble, Firft, to magnifie the name of
God, Where finne hath abounded, there grace hasky
abounded much more, Rom. 5.20. God will ever

givethis honourto his grace, hee will never have

it faid but that there is more grace in him to for-
give,then gracelefncflein us to deftroy our felves;
never can aman be fo empty of grace, but God is
able to fill him: and this reafon is mentioned;
1 Tim.1.13,14,16. Thegrace of God was exceeding
absndant tewards me; It had beentoo little to have

faid, the grace of God was enough for mee, byt
the grace of God was «bundant above my wicked-

neffe ; and if thatwere too firait 2 word, # waes
exceeding abundans towards mesand this hath God
done unto me, T fhew upon me anexampleof lopg

name:not a fingular example,fuch as never thould
be the like, but that alt might fee, there is an ex-

ceeding abundance of grace in God. Itisa ftrange

expreflion that of Balasws,Numb.23.23. There i
#0 Inchantment or forcery againft Iaceb s It fball bee

Jaid of Ifrack whas God hath wrought.. Balsams and

the Devill cannot prevaile againft them, becaufe
it may be faid, What God hath wrought. :
. And {ofor afecond branch of this firft Reafon;

God' hath not onely a purpofe to magnific his -

owne grace, but to magnific the value and vertue

of
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of the Spirit.

. of Chrifts blood, if it had been fufficient onely to -
~ have faved heneft orderly men, it had not come
- neare the value and vertue that is in i, butwhen

itis {prinkled upon defperate finners, the bloud
of Chrift isable to wafhthemaway, 1 70hn 1.7.

No finne, ferting afide the finne againft the holy

Ghoft, but it will cleanfe us from it, and that

»'ll-;

| [cornes s be [prinkled with it, Heb.10.29. Sins of B

ignorance and of infirmity, of prefuption and

blafphemy,yet even thofe fins the blood of Chrift
will fearchto the bottome; it was by the vertue

- of this blood,that Dsvid was cleanfed, Pfal.51.7.

Purge me with by([ope ; there is anemphafisin his

own perfon, that {peaks it, purge me, me, whofe =

hands are full of blood, I thatam ftained with fuch
beaftly,groffe,and filthy lewdneffe,I that have gi- -

ven {candall to Religion, evenme, Lord purgeme,
and I fhall be cleane. Thus there is a value and
vertue in Chriftsblood, to- wafh away even roa-
1ing defperate fins, and to make fuch white as
- Andfor athird branch of this reafon. God in

. tended to magnifie the mighty power of the holy

Gho#ft, the fpirit of grace here fhed abroad into
the hearts of thefe men. The Spirit breashes where
it liftesh, 10hn 3.8. If he rake pleafure to breathe
ina man, thereis nothing can hinder him,’ it will

" blow upon the moft noyfome dunghill in any

place, and be never a whit the more defileds and
he is not onely free, but mighty -dnd. powerfull
through Godts caft dewn every high thonght, 2 Cor.
10.4,5. The preaching ofI the Gofpel by the hci%
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of the fpiric is ableto break the hardand ftony |

heart, to cleanfe the moft prophane fpirit. -
There are yet fome other reafons that move
God hereunto as he hath refpe& to the enlarge-

 mentofthe hearts of his people : as, firft, thar he
- might enlarge the hearts of his people to an abun-

dant meafure of the love of God, and of the bre-
thren, that he might ever keep alive a vein of bro-
therly love, and a child.like enlarged love to him.
felfe, he will have fome of all forts inevery age, -
that fhall ftill be comming in unto his grace, of
the moft notorious finners under the Sun. Mary
Magdalen a notorious harlot, yet the comes and

“exprefles much loveto out Saviour,and this tefti-
- mony outSaviourlgivcs of her, She loves much,

becanfec much i forgiven ber, Laké7.47. God
meancs to have much love from fome of his fer-
vants, others may ftrait ic with him, but God will

have fome, that out of much fenfe ofthemuch -

mifchiefe they have wrought in‘the dayes of
their vanity , fhall love him abundantly’; ( for
pardoning them) when it comes to thetriall, they

 who havebut a little forgiven them, will love but

a little, but they who have much fzorgiven them
willlove much. And fo alfo God delights much
in the favor of an abuadant fpirit of love among#t
Chriftians onctowards another ; he would have
fomenotto be put out of their love, notwithftan-
ding all the diftempers of their brethren, anditis
meet it fhould be fo for the honour of his owne
Grace. Paslthough heis called ameier of fediti-

om, apeflilent fellow, yet he isnot difiempered, Z':c 1
: : e

-




of the Spirit.

s

Love of Chrif comfiraimes him,2 Cor.5.11,14. Hee
Jud kngwn the terror of the Lord in his owne Ipirir,
and he couldnot hold off his hands from perfiva-
disg mentoavoidit: fo as if any thould fay, What

. foed he be fo forward to expofe him“elfe tofuch
difeftimation ¢ - why, the love of Chrift conftrai~-

ned him, he knew Chrift had forgiven him, that

- had been ade{perate {inner, and being filled with

the love of God himfelfe, he could not hold
‘whereever e came, but as much as in him lay
-endeavoured the falvation of all, he knew that

il:c}vdid.not.kubmhmﬁmoftbc Lord : So Da- -
id, i God-would vefiore o bimshe joy of bis [al-

~anatbow, thew uamld beseach whe svicked bis wayes ,and

Jinners foould becommertedee bim 51.13,14. The .

lovehe reccived of ‘God fhould reflo upon all
‘wicked men, Shexv all meckaneffe to all men, for
ourdelves intime paft ferved divers lufts, and .of
shis mercy he hath faved us 5 Let us thereforein-all

- meeknefle inftrué thofe thatare contrary'minded,
. 2 Tim.2.25. Jobsitislikely had not:muchforgi-

wen himywhenhe would have fire come down froms

~ heaven upenthe Samaritanes; Zukr 9. 53, 54. He
-came very young to Chrift, fome conceive he -

-was notabove feventeen yeares old, and - he lived
Aill 2 bundredyeares after Chrift, and he was:not
‘yevdefiled with lufts and the world ;and therefore
{ee how little love he exprefles when he is croft,
‘butche being reproved, I doubt:not but he repen-
ted, and afrerward none breathed out aTpirit of
lovemerethen Jehs did 5 In all his Epiftles you

" reade little elfe, but cither dire@ions or mo-

I2- tives



mwé

The pourinig ot

Ra].' 2.

tives to brotherly love. So Pasul to the Galati-
ans,Chap.4.12,16.- ¢ have not injuried me at all
he wasfull of the fpirit of love, 1 Theff.2.7. Wee

are gentle among you, a5 a Nurfe over her children s

the hath many weary times withthem, yet the is
gentle towards them, and fo ought we to be one
towards another: . o
Thatfo God mightthereby inlarge the hearts
of his owne people to humility in doing his will,

-and to patience in fuffering it, that they might ne-
'ver open their mouthesto any arrogancy of fpirit

in doing any homely fervice, E¢k.16.48, 51,60,

- to63. thatif ever after they did any good duty, -
“they fhould never be proud of it, and if putto any
" meane fervice, notthink themfelves too good for

it : had not God intended you great mercy, you
had neverknownewhat mercy had meant, and

“therefore now you muft for ever walk humbly

and carry the fhame ofit inyour faces, and never

- murmure with God any more 5 and that youmay

fo doe, God will fhew you an abundant merey.
Leaft of allthe Apofiles, 1 Cor. 15.9. Leaft of all
Saints, Eph:3.8. Chicfeof finners, 1 Tim.1.15. he

‘remembers his former wicked life, andtherefore .
- thinks himfelfe lefle then any. God bids drawies
talk no more of what he had been,for he fhall fuf-

fer many great chings for my Names {ake. God

- will fometimes thew grear mercy to greatfinmers,

becaufe they muft fufter greas evils for his Names
fake. They have great things to fuffer, and there-
fore they had need of greathumility and patience.
1 Cor.4.13.15,16. he fuffers much,and takesall in

-good

R |

=




. EeleT AT ST R

® v B/ = e =T

" s B T®m  TEp -7 TS R T

-

 of the Spirit.

o

good par:; becaufe God hath done fo much for

him; fo the Prodigall. Now no more worthy
'to be called thy fon, Lske1s5.18. The other bro-
ther, if the Father croffe him, he fo loures, that he
will neither cate nor drink with them; he that had
but little forgiven him,he is apt to take offence for

‘every occafion, ‘but the Prodigall would now be

comtenttobean hired drudge.
" Further,they are inlarged to much fruitfulnefle
in their courfe : there is no more ready wayto

makeyou a fruitfull Chritian, then tohaveruna

lewd cotirfe of life,and in the end to have our wils

- fubdued,and brought to the knowledge of Chrift:

fucha foule as hath been fruitfull in fin, is after-
wards as fruitfull in the wayes of righteoufneffe.
So Paul, 1 Cor.15.9,10. 3s1f thegrace of God had
been beftowed s vaine upon Panl, if ke had pos

déne more fervice them the reft of the Apoftles 5 and

I think the words will beare it, he compares his

- labours, tothe laboursofall other the Apotftles,

‘put all their labours in one ballance, and Paslsin
‘another, and yet,not more then any one of thems
‘which was much for aman that had been a Pha-
rifee, ‘an hypocrite, a malicious enemy of the

‘Ghurch: for him to have learned fo much Religi-
- on,asany one of them in fo fhort a time, it had

‘beenalargegrowth,but yet his labours was more

" thenthe labours of them all 5 as if Pas/who had

done more wickedly thentheyall;{hounld not now
'be more ingrace and godlineffethen they all; the
grace of God had becne beftowed upon himin
vain. Athingisthenin v§in, when itis di(appoiné
L - 3 .- te
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tedofits end ; when God beftowes great grace:
on great finners, he intends they thould bringin.
more fervice to his will; and comfort to his peo--
‘ple, then a dozen of other men; ifhe exceed not a
dozenothers in fruirfulnes, his grace is butin vain, .
To reprove thatdefperate difcouragement,
fometimes found in the hearts of fome finfull
men, that looking back at their former oathes and
drunkennefle, &c. and what their prefent corrup-
tions are, they beginto conceive they fhall never
over-mafter ft)xlch diftempers, it isimpoffible God .
Thould ever thew mercy upon fuch wretches as
they are; and thereupon they begin to lay all care
afide; now they are hardnedin fin,they have got:
ten fuch afcarletdie, asicis impoffible their fins-
thonld ever be wathed away ; and' therefore ‘take
Mip Cains defperate conclufion, goefrorh the pre-
fence of God,and fay, My fins avegreater themian
beforgiven, Gen. 4.13,16. But doft thou think
that thy heartis moteungracious, then the God:
‘of heaven is gracious »* hath thy fios deferveda

igreater panifbment thenthe blood of Chrift isof

value to make aronement forthee 2 isthy heartfo -
high, that God cannotlayit low? be not fo defpe-
rate as to ftand fo aloofe off from the grace of-
Chrift, make not fuch defperate conclufions as.
thefe be'; you find fuch inclinationsto.thie wotld,
but is' not he that made the world, gréatet then.
the world ¢ ‘indeed if yonfill goc on:in ‘that
courfe, becaufe you think it is defperate, and goe
not aboutto amend it, you will live'to fee the day, .
that ochers, that have tpa as'defperate a1 coutfe ds
.4 N i you’ . .
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you,and have had as gtoud hearts as yours be,and
God hath humbled ¢ ,
not tafteofit, 3 Reg.7.19. Lay downe therefore
all fuch thoughts as ever you defire to honour the
grace of Chrift..

em,you fhall fee ir,but fhall -

" To evety ungodly fouléj, fb,ﬁiﬁc uphimflfe }ffc 2.

~ for the obtaining of the fpirit of grace ; for it fhall
be poured out upon fuch as have pierced Chrift,

* - a bloody fcornfull gencration.: remember there. .

fore,that difcafc that hath been cured, or is cyra-
bleinone, is not incurable in another, that which
hath been done, may be done againe, as long as
the fame Phyfitiza lives, If thou haft beep an
Idolater, an Adulterer,&c, whatif any,yea,what
if allthefe 2 why, fuch-were fome of you ; but
yeare wafhed, and why may notwe? What it
“you have been given to Witch-craft¢ what if
thou haft been a  Blafphemer? camaffes and
Panl were fuch, and yet the grace of God was ex-
ceeding abundanttowards them ; fo that, ynlefle
-youcan make your eftates worfc then ever anyes
was, delay the time nto longer, but wraftle with
” God for grace. . E L
.. But that none may be hardened in his prefump
tion, let me fay : Firft, if you have been. greater
fingers then. others, make gccomm .you will
ftand in need of greater mercy then othersg
and therefore intreat God for tender mercy, Pfal.
S-I.l.Z. g : ; . - . .
.- Secondly, that thou wilt fand in.need of gréas
ter humiliation then othermes; fo Manaffes hume-
bled him{elfe greatly, 3 Chron, 33.13. Grcatﬁn{;
) . I4 ’ mu
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muft have great humiliations ; Paui-fell downe
trembling, 4¢#s 9.6. The Jailor comes in trem-

bling, 4&s 16.29. But yet this I fay, I'badras

ther ninesy ninc bypecrites fbonldgeeto hell with pre:
fumpsion, shen one poore finner fall fhort of heaven for

want of confolation: Yet there muft ever be fo
much humiliation as makes fin moft bitter, and

Chrift moft fweet, Ier.2.19.

- You fay, How fhall I haee fin,asfin?*

- Pirft, thou hateft allfinne, as well gainfull and
pleafurable fins, as any thou haft leaft benefit by,
Afs 19.19. Whenthou hateft {in, as it is a difho-
nour-to God, and a picrcing of Chrift; and a cru-
cifyinghim, Pfals1.5. -

2. Thou hateft fin as fin; Ifthou beeft grieved

for fin, not as it is grievous to thy confcience, and
anamazement to thy {pirit, but asit is loathfome
and filchy in the fight of God ;- when thou canft
abhorre thy felfe forfin,lob 42.6. A mantakes up
a coaleand feelsit hot, and throws it down agaim,
not becaufe it is black, and fo might defilehim,
butbecaufeitis hot, and fo'might burn him-; fo
many a2 man begins to lay down his fin, becaufe it
is toohot 5 God begins to fpeak wrath to his con-
fcience ; foitwas with Isdes: But he that truly

leaves fin, mot becaufe it brings him-horrour and

anguifh, but becaufe it is filthy in the' fight of

© God, Ezr49.8. \
3.. Fhou muft be contencto take great paines

with thy foule, inthe ufeofall good meanes : Itis
not {mall paines-will ferve the tume, but you muft

ufe great diligence,  Ifacloth be foully ftained, it

e
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isnota little rinfing in cold water that will ger it

out, but it-will take much rubbing, batting, and
fcouringi; it is not a few teares , but wafhing
throughly that you muft looke for, Pfal.51.2.10:
s 4. Youwill ftand in need of no fmall patience to
wait long; you muft be content to wait long upon

* God,whohath beene fo patient to wait long upon -
- yous and though it be all your dayes, and though,

youfhould neverfee peace in this-world, yet {ay
it is enougli, if you may but fee grace and favour

~ towards you, beforeyou depirt henceand beno .
more feene,though it be but ac the laft gafpe, if bu¢

‘then you may find mercy, think that you are gra-
cioufly dealt withall; Ieh.14.14: Iwill waitand
looke for the God of my falvation, Micab'7.7.9.
You muft beare all”things patiently , yea the dif=
couragements that thall befall you ; and youthat

_ havefriends and kindred in'this condition,be you

the more humbled for them, by howmuch the
leffé they are hiumbled in themfelves. =
" Of exhortionto -every foule that hath found ¥
{clfe in a wofull cafe ; if thou haft:found thy felfe

inadefperate cafe, by realon of thy fin, and the,
grace of God afterwards hath abundantly beene-
~poured forth upon thee 5 then learne to fee what -
God requires of you. Firft, you fhould for ever-

glorifiethe rich graceof God, and for ever mag-

nifiethe value and vertue of Chrifts blood. Time >

was , when Dawids bones were broken, Pfal.51.8.

" and all the comfort of his foule fhattered to-

pieces, and doth God now fhew David mercy?

Then allmy bones fhal fay,Lordwhoss likenmo shee?
Pfal3si1o0.. ‘ You.

V3.



@

 The powring ont

You whom God hath forgiven much ,. hee

lookes for much love from you, How love I the
Lords What hall Irender to. him for all his bene.
fits: Pfal.x16.1,2. . How ought wee to love the
Lord Jefus, to grow in humility, and never thinke ,
muchto bee expofed to any difcoustefie for hig
pames fake ¢ take paines withyour brethren, by
how muchthe Lord hath taken paines with you;
if God hath forgivenyougreat finnes, remember
and confider it, that God hath done all this in
vaine for you, if mow if #e you doe not more fer-
vice to God then adozen other Chriftians, that
never knew what fuch fins were , as you have
committed ; if you bee fiot more humble, more
fruitfull,more patient, and more foswardin every -
good dutie then othets be, you walke unworthy

- of the mercy you have received, and therefore

it behoves you, as you would not freccive the

‘grace of God invaine, foto be muchmore abun-

dantin the worke of the Lord, you muft be filled
with all the fruits of righteoufneffe to theglory -
and praife of God, and thegood of your brethren,

. oy -
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