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44 ºz.ro. to theend of the Chapter.

And I will pure upon the houſe of Tavia and

ºn the Inhabitants of Isruſalem, the Spirit
ºf Grace and of Supplication,wc.

-

Rºgheſe words containe a nota

Fºl ble deſcription of a gracious
be gift, which God promiſed to
sº beſtow upon his people in

º the days of the Goſpel.
§: This gift is the Spirit of
Sºčº G.e. ſet forth firſt by the
Donor or Giver of it, I willpoureit out, which inti
mates both God the Father,and God the Son.

Secondly, it is deſcribed by the manner of be

ſtowing it: In alarge meaſure. I willpoure it out.
|S

Third

The pouring out
Thirdly, the ſubjects, or perſons upon whom,

The houſe ºf David, and the Inhabitants of Ieru.
Alem.

**

-

-

Fourthly, the Gift itſelfe,the Spirit; amplified
by an Adjunct, and by an Effect.
An Adjunct, itis the spirit of Grace.
The Effects are three:

,

The firſt work it hath in the heart of him in
whom it is beſtowed, is Prayer, Supplication, that
is, humble prayer. ." . . . . . .”
* Secondly, it works a looking upon Chriſt,
who is ſet forthby his paſſion, and that by their
hands.

-

-

Thirdly, it works a mourning for Chriſt;And
this mourning is amplified by the greatneſſe of it;
and that greatneſſe amplifyed by a double com

pariſon: I. CAs the mourning of him that mourmes
for the loſt of his firſt-borne; 2. Like the mourning
of Haddadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon,
Secondly, amplified by the privacie of it, the
ſecrecie and inwardlineſſe of it, every one apart;

which inwardlineſe of their mourning firſt im
plyes the ſoundneſſe and ſincerity of it; They

ſhallmourne not onely when they are ſeene, but
everyone apart, Concealingit,at leaſt for that time.
from any.
Thirdly, it expreſſeth the freeneſſe of it: T
-

".

mourne one family with another, or the whole
congregation together, would provoke and ſtir
us up to mourne with them that mourne: As the
weeping eyes of them that fit neare us, are many

times uncomfortable to us; ſo the fight of ſome
a

mourning

wº

ofthe Spirit.
mourning many times melts the hearts of thoſe
that behold them. Now this is ſuch a mournin

as ſhall have no ſuch helps; their owne hearts ſha #

put workenough into their hands; their looking
upon Chriſt ſhall make them mourne.
Now for handling theſe points in order, I

.

might firſt ſpeak of the Author and beſtower of
this gift, as alſo of the manner of beſtowing it;
and thirdly of the ſubjećts upon whom it is be
ſtowed: but ſome other will be more ſutable to
be firſt handled. Therefore firſt to ſpeak of the
gracious gift which God hath promiſed to poure

out abundantly in theſe dayes, which is The Spi-,
rit, deſcribed by the Adjunct, A Spirit of Grace_2,
and his effect, A Spirit of Prayer. Whence obſerve
this note,

The Spirit of Grace is a Spirit of Supplication.
A ſpirit of Prayer; ſo God deſcribes the ſpirit
he promiſeth to give his people: a ſpirit of Sup
plication, that is, humble Prayer. Now the ſpirit

of Grace which God beſtowes upon his people,
is partly a ſpirit of Adoption, and partly a ſpirit
of Regeneration, both one ſpirit,
having
divers manner of workings; and both theſe are a
ſpirit of Prayer. Ye have not received the ſpirit of

.

bondage, but the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry
JAbba, Father, Rom. 8. 15. We and all Chriſtians

, that firſt receive the ſpirit of bondage, and after
the ſpirit of adoption, we pray humbly and fre

quently our Father, Galat, 4.6. We receive the
adoption of ſons by our redemption by the Lord,

Jeſus, and then we'receivethe Spirit of the Sonne.
.

.. .

-
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into ourhearts, whereby we are not onely adopt
ed, but regenerated and made the ſons of God,
and thereby come to cry Abba,Father. This is the
ſpirit of Grace; Adoption is to make and account
us his owne children: And by the ſpirit of Grace.
he ſeales to us the aſſurance of our Adoption, and

ſo makesus of one nature with the Lord Jeſus, by
communicating to us of the divine nature, I Pet.
1.4. and ſo webecome gracious as he isgracious,
holy,wife,and patient as he is, every way like the
Father,onely reſerving to God thoſe excellencies
which our natures are not capable of. Now this

Spirit is in the Text called a Spirit of Grace.
Firſt,becauſe it is freely beſtowed on us with
out any deſert of ours, yea without ſo much as
our deſire. Ezek. 36.25,26,27,together with ver."
32. Meaning, not for any goodneſſe in you, but
for mine owne holy names ſake. ,
Secondly, it is called a ſpirit of Grace, becauſe:
it makes us gracious like to our heavenly Father.
So that now by this meanes we are transformed
into the likeneſſeofthe Lord Jeſus,by this Spirit of
the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18. from one glorious grace
unto another. The Spirit is alſo called a ſpirit of

Prayer: you reade a charge to this purpoſe, Eph.
6.18. and Iud.20, it is the holy Ghoſt in whom
we doe pray,and by whoſe ſtrength and might we

doe pray. We knew not how to pray as we ought, but
the Spirit helps our infirmities, Rom.8.26.
Reaſons, 1. taken from the work that this ſpi
rit of grace makes in the heartsofall that receive

it, which is, Wherefoever God gives the ſpirit of
--

-

"

-

Grace,

Grace, that heart grows forthwith ſenſibleofall

its former ungraciouſneſſe. It is deeply ſenſible of
that as ſoone as ever the ſpirit of Grace viſits our

hearts, webegin to ſee that we were borne chil
dren of wrath, Eph. 2. 3. it lets us ſee we are
the children of this world, Luk. 16.8. and have

been the children of the devill, Iohn 8.44. as

Manaſſes was: and rebellion is as the ſin of witch
craft, 1 Sam. 15.22. When a man wittingly and
willingly commits any knowne ſinne, he doth as
aćtually give his ſoule to the Devill, as a Witch

doth her body and ſoule; we thereby renounce
the covenant of God, and Satan takes poſſeſſion
of us. Now by the ſpirit of Grace we ſee this;
and that by nature we are ſtrangers and enemies to
God,Col.1.21. and have been ſervants to ſinge 2,
Rom. 6.7. Thus we begin to be ſenſible of the
ungracious frame of nature we brought with us
into the world, in which we have grown up,and
been hardnedin, to this day: So as now the poore
ſoule begins preſently to ſtand amazed at herfor
mer condition, and looks at it as moſt dangerous
and deſperate; and now the ſoule begins toloathe

itſelfe,and to abhor itſelfe,and to complaine and
confeſſe its wickedneſſe before God, Ezek. 36.
26, 31. Then they remember their evill wayes,
andloathethemſelves,&c.Now they ſee ſo much
wickedneſſe inboth heart and life, that they are
amazed to think of it. And hence it comes to

paſſe, that the ſoulehath now matter enough to
fayagainſt itſelfe, you need not tell him what he
had need to be humbled for, but then, I have >
finned
B3
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ſinned againſt heaven, and befºre thee, Luk.15.18,
19, he had enough to ſay, and he need not goe to
any to be taught; ſo that thus it becomes a ſpirit .
of Prayer, becauſe it ſo fits us with ſenſe of our
owne eſtates.

Reaſ. 2.

.

.

This will appeare more eſpecially, if you adde
this ſecond reaſon; and it is taken %. the eſtate

ofthe ſpirit of Graceinthoſe in whom it is recei
ved; and what is that? It is a ſpirit of life in chrift
Ieſus, Rem.8.2. the ſame ſpirit of which he ſpeaks
wer. 15. yet ſuch aſpirit of life, asis animperfeół
life, a weak life, as of achild new borne, true life,
but very weak, being pained and bruiſed in the
birth, it cryes outbitterly ; ſo a new borne babe

in Chriſt, as ſooneasit hath received the ſpirit of
Grace, it feeles it ſelfe in a cold and naked condi

tion, and thereupon feels its owne weakneſſe and
hunger. An imperfeótlife ſtrongly defires reliefe,
and if itbe afflićted with any ſenſe of death, it will
exceedingly

.. ſtrive, and wring every

way,if it be poſſible,to preſerve the life; ſo we no
ſooner receive a ſpirit of Grace, but we find our

ſelves compaſſed about with a body of death,
Rom. 7. 24. Now all life when it is compaſſed
about with death, it will ſo ſtrive to preſerve it
ſelf that you would think the dying mantobe the
moſt lively: So thereis no Chriſtian ſoul that re
ceives a ſpirit of Grace, but finds itſelfe compaſ.

ſed about with enemies, the fleſh luſting againſt
the ſpirit, ſo asthere is a great ſtrife in him, Gal. 5.
17. Faith ſtrives againſt doubting, his heart be

ing changed; his heat and zeal againſt coldneſſe;
-

humility

|
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humility and meekneſſe againſt pride and wrath;
, and thus he ſtrives earneſtly for the preſervation
of his life. Now then you ſhall need no more to

make a Prayer; for if once a man grow tebe ſen
ſible of his own weakneſſe,he hath matter enough
to complaine of to God and himſelfe, he ſees
- what he ſtands in need of, he wants faith, and a

ſoft heart, an humble ſpirit, and zeale for Gods
glory; now he wants everything; ſo as (that I
may ſo ſpeak) he can tell God ſtories of his miſe
ry, and that with ſome earneſtneſſe, and hearti
neſſe, as a man ſtruggling for his life; can now
plead for anything that might make him live in
Gods ſight, and the Spirit teacheth us all this,
Rom.8.26.

>

Firſt, it is a ſigne oftryall,whether we have in
deed received the ſpirit of Grace or not; If we
have received the ſpirit of Grace, we have withall
received a ſpirit of Prayer, of Supplication, hum
ble Prayer; If we have not aſpirit of Prayer, we
have not received a ſpirit of Grace: For you ſee

the ſpirit of Graceboth gives us matter, and right
manner and utterance to pray: right matter in
Prayer, that is, whether it be ſins to be confeſt to

God, or grace to be defired from God; it gives
us both theſe ſenſibly and feelingly, ſo as we can

ſee plainly by the ſpirit of Grace, what wicked,
wretches weare, how rebelliouſly we have ſpent
our time; it makes us call to mind our wicked

thoughts,our looſe affections, our idle, vaine,and

froward ſpeeches; it makes us remember all the
wicked courſes we have run, the Sabbaths we
B4
have
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have profaned, the Parents we have grieved, we
can goean end with it, point by point for themat
ter. And for the manner,with ſuch abomination,
and loathing, and griefe,and ſhame, and freeneſſe

of confeſſion, that we know not how to liftup our
eyes to heaven, with the poore Publican, Luk.18.
weare aſhamed, and confounded, and bluſh, as
Ezra, to think what lives we have led ; This is

humble ſupplication. And for matter of petition
and expreſſion of our deſires, the ſpirit of Grace
gives us matter in this. We can now pray for a
ſoftheart, for an humble ſpirit, for a

tº:

heart, for peace of conſcience, and for grace to.
make us new creatures, and to makeus fit for our

callings, and therein to walk as becomes Chriſti
ans in our particular places.
And the ſpirit of Grace alſo gives us fit man
-

ner,that now we pray for theſe with all fervencie,
and wraſtling, and ſo contending and pleading
with God for them, as that he ſhall not be able to

fayusnay; and ſo it leads us on to a ſpirit of po
wer, ſo as now thoſe that formerly could never
tell how to ſet one word before another, to any

purpoſe, can now declare their minds very fully;
and in caſe they doe want utterance,yet they have

the livelyeſt ſpeech of all in point of Prayer. Rom.
8, 26. It hath ſighes, and groanes that cannot be
uttered. If ſuch a foule cannot ſpeak, it can figh,
and mourne, and weep, what for remembrance

of finnes paſt, and longing deſire after grace to
come, he ean mourne exceedingly: So that here
is an evident work of the ſpirit of Grace; If we
.. . .

have

ofthe Spirit.
have received the ſpirit of Prayer, we have recei.
ved the ſpirit of Grace.

-

-

- --

. To make this a little more plaine, there be
three things the Spirit helps us to in any duty we
take inhand: Firſt, ability for it: Secondly, liber
ty or freedome of ſpirit init: Thirdly, it puts a

. of neceſſity upon us, that wee muſt needs
OC 1f.

-

Firſt, for ability, it is a ſpirit of power, 2 Tim.
1.7. It enables us in ſome meaſure to doe what
God calls for.

-

Secondly,of liberty, ſo weread, 2 Car, 3.17.
Thirdly, it putsa neceſſity upon us, 2 Cor.5.14.
Atºs zo.22.

Now then confider,if God hath given us a ſpi
rit of Prayer, then hath he in ſome meaſure ena
bled us to pray, whether we ſay much or little;
we have much to ſay,if we could ſpeak; and if we
can ſpeak, we can tell God of our former wayes,
and preſent wants; the Spirit of Godisaſpirit of
power. And for liberty, whereas before it was a
moſt unwelcome buſineſſeto him,he could never,
tell what to make of this praying, come to a ſad
and a long prayer, and it is very irkſome to him,
but now his heart is free, Prayer is not now trou.
bleſome to him. And thirdly,not onely free,but
now he muſt needs goe to Prayer; he that before
could never pray,ſince he was borne,he muſt now,
needs goeaſide into ſome corneror other, he can
have no reſt till he hath done it; ſo that here is an

eafiediſcerning whether wehave received theſpi

rit of grace or no. Theſe evergo
.

-

“satº.
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there is a ſpirit of Grace,there is a ſpirit of Prayer.
On the contrary, if you cannot pray, if you nei
ther know what to pray, nor how to pray, if you
goe to Prayer unwillingly, not any work ſo wea
riſome, or ſtrainingto you as Prayer is; if for any
buſineſſe that comes to you, you can be content
to avoid Prayer; if any idle company come to
your houſe, all muſt be ſet aſide to mind them;
not but that a mans buſineſſe may ſometimes be
ſuch as may hinder him for a time; but if a man
be glad of any ſuch occaſion, and he comes to
Prayer as a Beare to a ſtake,then be not deceived,
you may think you are gracious, but the truth is,
unleſſe you find ſome meaſure of ability, and li

berty,and neceſſity to pray, you yet want a ſpirit
of Grace. You would ſcarce think a child were

living,if it did not cry as ſoone as it is borne; if
ſtill-borne, you take it for dead borne. If thou
beeſta ſtill-borne Chriſtian, thou art dead borne;

ifthou haſt no wants to tell God of, if yet unliſty
to pray,and would beglad ofany occaſion to ſhut
out Prayer, be not deceived, where there wants
Prayer,there wants Grace; no Prayer, no Grace;
little Prayer, little Grace ; frequencie of Prayer,
argues power of Grace.
Of direction to ſuch as want aſpirit of
Wſe 2. what
courſe to take to obtaine it: There is no
".

.

et

ter means then this in the Text. Doe youthink it
will ſerve the turne, if a man reade ſome Prayers:
not that I would diſcourage any poore ſoule from
upon a Book, for I think as we may ſing

É.

Pſalms upon a Book, ſo we may in ſome caſes
...'

pray

.

t
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pray upon a Book; but yet thou wilt neither
pray, nor ſing well upon a Book, unleſſe God
give theea ſpirit of Grace: Therefore reſt not in
thy Book, though I doe not forbid them to uſe
Books that want other ſtrength, yet by no means
reſt in them; for what though thy Prayer-book
hath many good formes of Prayer in it, yet un

leſſe thou haſt the ſpirit of Prayer, thou knoweſt
not which is fit for thy condition; and though the
Book might give thee matter, yet, it cannot give
thee humility,and fervencies uſe Books as young
ſwimmers uſe Bladders; the ſpirit of Grace will
help thee beyond what thou wouldſt think, and
thereby thou wilt more ſweetly tell God thy

mind, and therefore labour chiefly for a ſpirit of
Grace. . .

.

.

.

But how ſhall I get aſpirit of Grace : .
Firſt, if God be pleaſed to openthine eyes to
ſee what a dry ſoulethou haſt, and art ſenſible of

the dryneſſe ofthine owne heart, wanting ſap and
moiſture, and art therefore athirſt for want of

Grace, then it is very hopefull Godwill give thee
a ſpirit of Grace. Eſay 44.3. To whom will God
give the ſpirit of Grace: to thoſe that are dry,and
thirſty, that feele themſelves athirſt for want of
Grace. Though thou canſt not yet call God Fa
ther, nor look at him asthy friend, yet if thou haſt
but a thirſty ſoule, and longeſt for grace, under

ſenſe of thine owne droughtineſſe, then God will
not deny the holy Ghoſt to them that aske him,

Bak. 11.9,13.And ſuppoſe Godwill not give you

a ſpirit of Grace, for any loves ſake you diſcerne
in:

12,
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in God towards you, and any neighbourly and
fatherly care he hath over you, yet if God give
theebut an heart to feele thine owne want, and

thirſt after it, when you aske ſuch bread for your
ſoules, he will not give you a ſtone, but he will

giveyou a ſpirit of Grace.

-

Secondly, by a diligent hearing the Word of
God, Gal. 3. 2. implying, that he doth uſually

breathe the Spirit by the breath of his Word; he
breathes indeed where he liſts, Ioh.3.8. But yet as
it is with materiallChurches,if there be any wind
any where,it will gather about them; ſo doth the
Spirit of Grace moſt gather to the congregation

of Gods people; ifthere be any breath ofthe Spi
rit ſtirring, uſually it isthere.
Thirdly, another meanes is that, Prov. 1.22,23.
How long willye love ſtorming 2 turne ye at my re
proofe, and I will poure out my ſhirit upon you : Im
plying, that if God give a man but ſo much ho
neſty of heart, as to leave his folly and ſcorning,
and turne from his evill wayes, then God will
poure out his Spirit upon him : Implying, that

which hinders the Spirit from being poured out
uponus, is becauſe we will not part with ſome or

other beaſtly finne, as pride, hypocriſie,&c. The
Spirit of Grace will not comebut intoan heart in

ſome meaſure prepared; the Spirit of Grace will
not come into a cage of uncleane luſts:but if God
give a man a heart to lend a patient eare to a re

proofe, andlay down all ſcorning, and turn from
his looſe and unprofitable courſes, then the pro

miſe is evident, I willpoure out my ſpirit upon you. .
It

*...]."

ºftheSpirit.
It may ſerve to teach thoſe that have received
the ſpirit of Grace, how to maintaine and keep
alive the ſpirit of Prayer, for we have daily need
ofpraying, and of making ſupplication,of earneſt
prayer, humble and hearty prayer, what for our
friends, our enemies, our children, ſervants, bre
thren, Churches abroad, Kingdomes we live in,
we ſhall be able to poureout ſupplication to God.

in behalfe ofthem all, if he poureupon us aſpirit.
of Grace;and if you would keepan openheart and
mouth this wa
Grace in a good,
frame in your ſoules; ſofarforth as the ſpirit of

...;

Grace is livelyin you,ſo far will the ſpirit of Pray
er be lively in you: As you would have Prayer.
lively, ſogrieve not the Spirit of God, Eph,430.

but grieve the Spirit,and you ſtraiten Prayer.
But how ſhall we avoid the grieving of it? .
way to any ſcandalous ſin;
if you do,you ſha 1 not be able to pray. Pſal,51.15.
Take heed of

#.

he confeſſeth he had made his heart uncleane be

fore God, and thereby was ſo damped, that he
knew not how to come before God, tillthe Spirit
of God ſhould re-viſit him,and then,open my lips,
and my mouth ſhall ſhew forth thypraiſe. As if he
ſhould ſay, the defilement in his heart and hands
choaked him,and made him unable to pray:there
fore grieve not the Spirit of God by bearing with
yourſelves in any ſinfulneſſeofheart or life.
Secondly, deſpiſe not prophecying. I Theſ:5.19.

2uench not the Spirit, deſpiſe met Prophecying, by
neglecting the word,or ſleighting of it, or by not
attending to it with fear,and faith,and obedience.

Thirdly,
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. Thirdly,take heed of all murmuringin 3ſ) af.
flićtions. If God croſſe our wils, and we fall a
murmuring, then we cannot make ſo much as a
quiet prayer, much leſſe an humble and fervent

prayer: we'vexe the holy Spirit of God,when we
grumble at any afflićtion, Eſay 63.9, 10. to ſhew
you, that if a man have an unquiet and impatient
heart, eſpecially when anything croſſes him, he

cannot pray, no notin afflićtion, though then he
hath moſt need to ſeek unto God, Hoſs.ult.If we
cannot take afflićtions ingood part,and ſubmit our
wilsto the will of God, we cannot pray. . . .

..

Fourthly, take heed of provoking the ſpirit of
your brethren,or of ſuffering your ſpirit to be pro
voked by them; either of both theſe will hinder
us in our prayers; it will hinder us from perfor

ming any ſpirituall duty in a ſpirituall manner.
Gal.5.25,26. See alively prefident of it in Moſes,

They vexed his ſpirit, and then he ſhake unadviſedly
with his lips, Pſal. 106.33. He that was unfit to
ſpeakin Gods name to the people,was more unfit
to ſpeak to God by Prayer. See therefore that
webenot provoked ; no Chriſtian can pray wiſe

ly and adviſedly when his ſpirit is provoked.

Therefore the Spiritof Grace muſt ever over-rule
us, without which we cannot put up a ſavoury.
prayerunto God upon any occaſion.
-

-

. .

.
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aul willpoºre upon thehouſeof David,
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A&E come now to a ſecond Effect,which
# the Spirit of Grace works whereſo
tº)(#! ever it is beſtowed, and that is a

§º looking upon Chriſt, they ſhall look
* upon me,&c.

The Spirit of Grace, and of Prayer, whereſoever it Daff,
is, it doth open # £yes, and lift them ºf to look upon & eº º
Chriſt, as our ſt
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our S4'viour.

-
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-

Asif before their eyes were blinded, and they z .....'...…

ſaw him not,"or if they ſaw him,they looked at º
>

e

**
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other matters, rather then at him; but now they” Z"
begin to have their eyes epened, and ſetled upon **
him in ſome meaſure of wiſt beholding of him,
as their finne: They ſhall leak upon me whom they
have pierced; They ſhall
piercing and
crucifying of him ; They ſhall ſee me as the greateft
fin as ever they committed; Their eyes will more
be ſet upon that, then upon all their other ſins, or
any object that ever they beheld. . . . . . . . .
. . As their Saviour: Fos Chriſt pierced is, as the
fin, ſo the ſalvation of all the people of God. The

ºf...

piercing of him made way fºr the iſſuing out of that
blood, by which we are juſtiffed and ſančiffed, lah.
I %jº 1,37, that ſo the Scripture might be ful.
º'-

…- .C

. . . . . ſºlº º
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For opening of this point, Firſt ſee what it is
for menthus to look upon Chriſt: Secondly, why
the ſpirit of Grace works this in us: And thirdly,
make Application. . . . .
For the firſt, this looking upon Chriſt,which is:

hereſaid to ſpring from the ſpirit of Grace,and of
Prayer. The firſt looking upon him is with an

eye of knowledge, as diſcerning that we are they
that have crucified him, to know and conſider

that it is we that have pierced him, and that in ſo
doing wehave ſinned, and that grievouſly. This
was fulfilled in the Jews by the miniſtry of Peter
-

in the firſt Sermon that he made to the Chriſtian
*** **, * ***.
-

-

Church, Aë.2.36. when he had convinced them

*

º, º sº. of the truth of what he had ſaid, he concludes his
* … s. Sermonthus : Let therefore the whole houſe of Iſrael
-

-

-** *
_j

-* * *

know aſſuredly, that God hath made him both Lºrd

and Chriſt, even this Ieſus whom ye have crucified.

*-

**.*

When they underſtood this,then were they prick
ed in their hearts, ver,37. They diſcerned plainly
by Peters Sermon that it was they that had pier
ced the Meſſiah,that was the firſt work it wrought
in them, and therein did they ſee their ſinne: For

in that it is ſaid their hearts are pricked, it argues
they ſaw their ſinfulneſſe in that work.
Secondly, this looking at Chriſt is to behold
him with an eye of faith; not onely to look at
him aspierced by our ſinnes, but alſo at this as
our ſalvation, in which our ſalvation is laid up, if
-

at all we come to be ſaved. This is an act of faith,
to look at Chriſt with aſſurance, as our Saviour,
that this ſalvation is in him ; therefore we

.

**

OO
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look up to him for ſalvation: As they that by
faith looked upon the brazen Serpent, Num.21.8,
9. Which Scripture being expounded in Iohn 3.
14,15, it is expreſſed,that whoſoeverlooks up un
to Chriſt with an eye of faith for ſalvation, ſhall
be ſaved.

•

Now this kind of faith of looking upon Chriſt,
hath in it fundry acts in fundry Chriſtians, in
ſome more, in ſome leſſe, as God is pleaſed to
lead theman-end in the way of his Grace.
Firſt, ſometimes they look upon Chriſt by an
eye of faith, as one that is highly to be prized (if
they could obtaine him) above all the bleſfings of
this world, as one in whom ſuch excellent and

heavenly ſalvation is: That might they but find
ſalvation in him, they would think it their happi
neſſe; and in the meane time they look at the

want thereofas their miſery. So the Spouſe looks
at Chriſt as white and ruddy the chiefſ often thou

ſand, Cant. 5. Io. The purity and holineſſe of
Chriſt is white, his death is ruddy, both which
make him glorious and beautifull; and he would
be more welcome to her then a thouſand other

things. In reſpect of both which, if ſhe could but
finde him,ſhe would accountither happineſſe that
ſhe might obtaine him.
ºt".
Secondly, this looking at him by faith, enables
us to ſee a poſſibility of ſalvation, and redemption
by him. There is mercy, or pardon with thee, Pſal.
130.4. The ſoule looks up to Chriſt for pardon.
1. There is much to be had in Chriſt, wer.7. In him

# plentecus redemption; They look up to him for it,
# Tº
though
*
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though they doe not as yet find themſelves ſprin
kled therewith. Eſay 17.7. Then ſhall a man look

wnto his CMaker, and his eyes ſhall have reſped to the
haly one of Iſrael.
Thirdly, Faith caſts alonging and deſiring look
-

after ſalvation in him. Eſay 45.22. Look unto me
a'ye ends of the earth, and be ſaved ; which is ex
pounded, Phil.2.9, Io. that looking is oppoſed to
the looking to their Idols; inſtead of looking to
them, look unto me, and be ye ſaved: So that
- when a man looks not for ſalvation from Idols,

but ſolooks upto Chriſt,as that he prayes to him,
and deſires ſalvation from him, this is to look at
him as our Saviour.

-

Fourthly, this faith helps us to look at Chriſt
as indeed made unto as of God, our wiſdome, righte
ouſneſſe, ſinéſification, and redemption. He hath gi
ven his Son for me, in whom he hath loved me,
and given meof his Spirit, ſo as that now I know
in whom I have beleeved, Gal. 2.2 o. 2 Tim, 1.2.

Thus you ſee the ſpirit of Grace where ever it is

poured forth, doth open our eyes, and lift them
up to Chriſt.

*

But thirdly,this phraſe of looking up to Chriſt,
expreſſeth an act of hope, as well as eithes an act

of knowledgeſ&offaith. Eſay 8, 17. I will looks
ante him that hides his face fºom the houſe of Iſrael,
and I will wait for him. Suppoſe that God gives
us an heart to ſee that we have crucified Chriſt,

and yet to ſee there is ſalvation, even in that wic

ked ačt, and that there is plenteous redemptionin

him,ifyct Goddoth delays and doenotreveale
-

the

-

-º-
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Lord Jeſus to be ours, then the ſoule looks up

the

to Chriſt with an eye of hope, and waits till the
Lord ſhew mercie. Suppoſe the Lord hides his
face, and I ſee not my ſalvation yet diſpenſed to
me,yet I will wait for it, Pſal. 123.1.2. Micah 7.7.

I will wait upon the Lord, and look up unto the God of
my ſalvation; the time will come when he will
heare me; but in the meane time I will beare the ,

wrath of the Lord,becauſe I have ſinned againſt him,
ºver. 9.

-

Fourthly,this ačt of looking doth alſo expreſſe
an actof love, Cant.4.9. Thou haft raviſhed mine 2.
heart with one of thine eyes; it expreſſeth a ſingle

looking at Chriſt, ſuch a caſt of the eye, as that it .
ravſheth the heart of a Chriſtian. I diſlike not.

their judgements that apply it to the ſtate of the
Church. C4&#. 15.11.when ſome would put upon
them certaine ceremonies to look at Chriſt by,
they ſay, We belteve that through the grace of the
Lord Jeſus we ſhall be ſaved, ºc. As if they ſhould
ſay, We are out of love with ourſelves, and our
owne good parts,&c. and we have ſingly ſet our
eyes upon Chriſt to be ſaved by him. The chaine

of thy neck. Such parabolicall ſpeeches doe fitly

expreſſe thoſe golden wholſome lawes which:
are made in the Church and Common-wealth,
whereby a man is not fettered, and ſnared, and
captivated; but they are as ornaments unto him,
ſuch as by which we glorifie God, and edifiedur

ſelves; and ſuch are the laws they there make that
they ſhould not lay upon the Gentiles the yoke of
CMoſes Ceremonies, onely that they be carefull
.

.

-

-

-

-

-

C. 2.

-

-
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to avoid the offending their brethren, &c. And
there was a royall law of love amongſt them,ſuch
precious ornaments there was as did much affect
the Church at that time. Such a ſingle looke at
Chriſt, was that which Paul expreſſeth of him

ſelfe, Phil.3.6,7,8,9, he had many excellent pri
viledges,yetall loſſe for the knowledge of Chriſt;
here was a ſingle eye, he reſts not in covenant of
Parents,nor his owne good parts,but ſingly at the
grace of Chriſt.
Reaſ. I.

Taken from the blindneſſe of nature. By na
ture we are blinde, and have not an eye open to
looke at Chriſt, much leſſe faſtened upon him. It

is grace alone by which wee ſee finnes againſt
Chriſt. By nature a man never riſes higher then
this ; You may convince him of ſome ſinnes a
gainſt man, and of ſome finnes againſt God: As
the tranſgreſſion of his Law, either that wrought
in our hearts by nature, or given by primitive In

ſtitution, as you may convince of ſwearing, Sab
bath breaking, &c. And a mans heart may ſome
times be affected, and afflićted with ſuch ſinnes,
but to be afflićted for finnes againſt Chriſt, and
the grace of God revealed in Chriſt, this can we

never doe till the ſpirit of grace lift us up to be
hold Chriſt : Luke 23.24. Father forgive them,
they know not what they doe, and yet they had cru
cified Chriſt, and had reproached him, they put
all deſpight upon him, but had any of them ſuch
good nature,as to thinke this was a villanous uſage.

of a man? They ſought many falſe witneſſes a
gainſt him, but found fione; They could
-

ſº
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had donealthings well,andwhen hecamero Jeru
ſalem to ſuffer, they could ſing Hoſanna; Bleſſed
is he that comes in the name of the Lord; and now of .
a ſodaine fall into ſuch a bitter rage againſt him,

and yet by nature, they could not diſcerne any ſin
in it, they know not what they doe. Take a man
by nature,and you may convince him of any ſin a
gainſt man,or againſt the morall Law of God: but

go about to convince him of ſins againſt the grace
of Chirſt,by which Gods people would be ſaved,
and he no more underſtands it, then a blind man

fees. I know that through ignorance you did it, Ağs"

3.17. In ſuch a caſe, a man is not ſenſible of any
ſin he commits againſt ſuch things wherein Chriſt
is conveyed; if any man come to it, the ſpirit of
grace hath opened his eyes to ſee it, if any man
cometo ſee he hath wronged Chriſt in his perſon,
or his members, or ordinances, there hath beene

the holy Ghoſt, and hath opened the eyes of that
man, Iohn 16.2.3. But I ſay further, opened, and

lift up a mans eyes; a man may have a ſpirit of
bondage, and ſo comes to ſee his ſinnes, therefore

to make the doćtrine mese plaine/ It is the worke
of the ſpirit of grace, not onely to open our eyes,

but to lift them up to Chriſt, and to faſten them
upon him. Iudas had his eyes opened, and ſaid, I
have ſinned in betraying the innocent blood, CMatth.
27.3,4,5, he ſaw now his ſinne againſt Chriſt, but
it was by a ſpirit of bondage, and he ſaw Chriſt

was his ſinne, but was this a ſaving fight of Chriſt
ſpringing from a ſpirit of grace? No, his eyes
were not lift up to ſee Chriſt his Saviour, he did
C 3
ſhot

º
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not looke at a poſſibility of ſalvation in Chriſt for
him, he never faſtened his heart upon him, he did
not wait on Chriſt for ſalvation, he had neitheran
eye of faith, nor hope, nor love, towards Chriſt,
but goes away and hanges himſelfe; he lookes .
downe to the horrour of his ſinne, and to the an

guiſh of his conſcience,downetothebottomeleſſe
pit of deſpaire;and though he mourned,yet it was

notaſaving mourning,ſpringing from any ſpirit of
grace, but a hopeleſſe and deſperate mourning: ſo
that it is onely the ſpirit of grace, that makes one

talooke for ſalvation no where, but in, by, and
from Chriſt. Nature can goe no higher, then
finnes againſt nature; he lookes at it as an horrible
murder to betray.ſo innocent a maſter, but hee
never ſees it as a ſinneagainſtgrace, as againſt him
in whom ſalvation was, at leaſt not looking for
ſalvation by him.
Reaſ. 2. -

Taken from the power of the lifeofthe ſpirit of
race: where ever it is,the ſpirit of grace is a ſpirit
of life,and life loves to preſerve itſelfe,and uſe alſ
the meanes to ſave itſelfe, and to nouriſh itſelfe,

ſpecially when it is imperfeół, as all our life of
grace is;and hence it is,that this ſpirit of grace be
ing a ſpirit of life, it lookes forthwith at Chriſt,in
whom all our life is ; in him is all our life of iuſti

fication, and ſanétification, and redemption: now
by the ſpirit of the Lord, we ceaſe not looking at

Chriſt, till we be changed from grace, to grace,
1. Cor.3.18. it lookes at him, that we may be the
more eſtabliſhed in him, and grow up in him from
one degree of grace to another,and that
i.

mº

-

QOkC.

-

Tºsº. T.,
looke to him for more enlargement,and eſtabliſh
mentingrace,asthe childe newborne,0f the ſame
matter of which it is begotten, of the ſame it is
ſerved,and lookes inevery ordinance of Chriſt
for eſtabliſhment. I.Pet.2.2.

;

:

.

.

.

Taken from theſenſe which any hath, in whom Reaſ 3.
a ſpirit of prayer dwells, of his owne unworthi
neſſe, that any of his prayers ſhould be accepted
for his owne ſake. There is none that hatha ſpirit
of prayer, but hath his ſpirit ſometimes ſtraitned,
that unleſſe Chriſt put life into his prayer, it is but

loſt labour; and if Chriſt putlife into him,yet ſtill
he needs that Chriſt ſhould accept him. Dan.9.17

He prayes that God would forgive him, though
he had beene large in that prayer, when his heart
is moſt inlarged in prayer, yet O Lord, forgive
and ſhew mercy for the Lord Ieſus ſake; when

you ſpeake of two Lords, one of them is alwayes
Chriſt. It was a proud diſtemper in Pºziah, that
he himſelfe went into the Temple of the Lord, to
burne incenſe upon the Altar of incenſe, 2.chro.
26.16. why? ought not Kings and Princes to pray
as well as Prieſts: true, but God would have no

Chriſtian,not he that is beſtableto pray,to burne
incenſe himſelfe, but to bring it to the Prieſt,who
ſtood in the place of Chriſt: Therefore bring all
your prayers to Chriſt, that in him they might be

accepted, and by him preſented to the Father.
Pºziah for the contrary was ſtrucke with Lepro
ſie: when we thinke God hath heard our prayers,
becauſe we were inlarged, is the next meanes to

be ſtruck with ſome ſtrong temptation; therefore
-

-
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when you are moſt enlarged, ſay, Alas, whatam
I? If God ſhould mark this Prayer, there are ſo
many wants init,that unleſſe Chriſt ſprinkle them
with his bloud, they will be turned out of doors:
intreat Chriſt to accept, even when you are moſt
and beſt inlarged.
Pſ: 1.
An evident ſigne of tryall of our own eſtates,
whether yet we have received the ſpirit of Grace
and Prayer, yea or no. If God have poured the
-

-

ſpirit of Grace and Prayer into thy heart, then
thou beginneſt to ſee that thouhaſt crucified the

Lord Jeſus,thouſeeſt thy ſinnes againſtChriſtand
his Grace, againſt his Ordinances, and the moti
ons of his Spirit, theſe are the finnes upon which
thine eyes are moſt ſet, and theſe your hearts are
moſt troubled with ; and where this is not, there

is no ſpirit of Grace; if it were, thy heart would
be more exerciſed about ſins againſt Grace, then
any elſe... I ſay more eſpecially, for a man alſo
will be ſenſible of his ungraciouſneſſe to Parents,
and any other diſorderly courſes, and we ſay true,
for want of grace we committed ſuch and ſuch
ſins againſt the morall Law. So as though Chriſt
had never been revealed, theſe were ſins of Gen.

tiles as well as of Chriſtians;but a man may know

all theſe to be ſinne, and yet be far off from grace;
and he may have ſome trouble for theſe, and yet
have no grace. But if ever God give a man aſpi

fit ofgrace, theſe are not the things that helooks .
moſt at, but this above all the reſt, that he hath

ſinned againſt Godsgrace, againſt the ordinances

of his grace, againſt Chriſt that hath been revea:
led

Tºfisii. T
led for his ſalvation, and theſe draw his eyes to
look moſt upon Chriſt, theſe moſt wound his
ſoule. 1 Sam, 12.19. In this we have ſinned above ,

all our other ſins: And ſo ſaith every ſoule that hath
a ſpirit of Gracein him. He is more troubled that
God-ſhould wait ſo long for him, and he ſtill
ſhould rejećt all thoſe motions which the Word.
of God hath propounded to him; many a time
the Spirit ſtirred him to pray, and he had no mind.
to it; the ſenſe of this ſo wounds his heart, that all
other ſinnes ſeeme nothing in compariſon there
of. If a man be troubled for other ſinnes, as for.
ſtubbornneſſe againſt Governors, &c, yet this
moſt afflićts him, his heart moſt ponders upon,
this, Oh the wretchedneſſe of his heart to neglect
and deſpiſe the bleſſed means of grace conveyed:
to him, what for ſleighting grace before he recei
vedit, and what for waxingwanton with it: This
more vexeth a good heart, that he ſhould be ſtill
doubting of Gods grace and favour to him ; to.
lookat all the gracious favours of God towards

him,as counterfeit deluſions,when he hath ſo ma-.
ny evident ſignes of his favonr, this vexes him,

above all his other fins.......yº . . . . . . . .
And againe, take a child of God, when he is in
a comfortable eſtate of grace, and conſider how,
many wayes he grows there looſe and unprofita---

ble, notwithſtanding all the goodneſſe of Godto
wards him, this makes his heart ſmart more then

any other ſin he hath committed befides: there

fore do but conſider what ſins you are moſt trou-, bled for; It is good to betroubled for any
-

º
but t
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but there may be much unſoundneſſe in trouble
for ſin; But what is it thoutmoſt complaineſt of:
If of thy profane converſation, it is well; but this

maybe done without any jotofthe ſpirit ofgrace:
the ſpirit of bondage can help a man to doe this:
And thereforeſay not, (when you hear men com

plaining of theſe things) they will now reforme
and grow wiſer; I tell you they are yet never a
whit theneerer repentance; for without aſpirit of

Grace a man may doe all this. But doſt thouſee a

man complaine of this, as his greateſt ſinne, not
that he hathcommitted murder,and adultery,&c.
but that he hath ſtood out againſt God ſo long,

deſpiſed his ordinances, neglected Prayer, .
ſing the grace of Chriſt; ſuch a man as this in all
likelyhood will doe well, nothing here will hurt,
unleſſe we drawback our eyes when we have be
unto ſee it. Doſt thou then look at Chriſt for
alvation, and thou waiteſt upon God for it, and
now all thine owne gifts and parts are no comfort
to thee : then there is a ſpirit of Grace in thine

heart, the injuries thou haſt done to him and his -

children moſt pierces thy heart, and this finae is
ever before thee, Pſal.51.3. This ſpirit of Grace
within thee will never leave till it hath brought
thee to an eſtate of Glory. Iudas for want of this

fell into utter deſpaire. But if of llthy fins thou
lookeſtleaſt at this,the deſpiſing

º:

Gods ſervants thou accounteſt but a little ſinne,
we think it but a ſmall ſinne to come to Church

and goe home no better then we came ; though
we never pray, nor meditate after hearing,ittrou
. . . ;
-

bles
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bles us not; it troubles us that we have made ſuch

an hard bargaine, that we have been drunke, or
committed Adultery; but if thou lookeſt at ſinnes
againſt Grace as a light matter, and thy other as

thy chiefeſt ſins, then thy heart is not right in the
ſight of God.

-

To every ſoule, as he deſires to find any com Pſe 2.
fort in ill houres, ſo look at ſins againſt Grace, as
the greateſt evils that ever you committed; for
in them you have finned above all yourother fins.
Lay this down as a Principle, Though your other

ſins be bad enough, yet faſten youreyes moſt up
on fins againſt Grace. What areall the ſins that

we have committed, when as one look at Chriſt
waſhes them all away? and to neglect to lookup
to Chriſtis a more horrible ſinne then all the ſins

of Sodome, CMat.11.20.therefore look at ſinnes
againſt Grace as the greateſt. If when you come
to Church,your hearts aketo think how you have
finned againſt God, and you cannot reſt till you

have promiſed toturneto God, but yet when you
are gone home, you forget all theſe good moti
ons, and this never troubles you, make account if

you have been drunk, you but abuſe drink; if you
have been uncleane, you have but abuſed a crea

ture like your ſelfe; butto abuſe Chriſt, nothing
is comparable to this. If you ſhall ſleight Chriſt
when he is offered to you, make account it is your
chiefiºſinne. Conſider therefore what fins you
have committed againſt God, how he hath prof.
fered himſelfe to you, and wooed you, and ſtill

you have ſleighted and neglected the blood of
Chriſt, , ,
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Chriſt, and deſpiſed theſpirit ofgraces Looke a.

theſe as the greateſt evills as everyou committed,
and ſo all your doubting after grace received, and

wº.

all your unprofitable
under grace, ſet.
theſe ever before you, and t hey will helpe you
much.

Yſe 3.

,

-

-

-

To reprove the Papiſts, that ſay they dare not
looke immediately at Chriſt in their prayers, but
firſt at Saints,and Angels: Whata poore piece of
worke is this? I tell you, if God give you not
grace to looke at Chriſt,you want grace; allyour

devotion to Saints, and Angels, is a teſtimony,
that your hearts are not endued with grace. Grace
goes directly to Chriſt,as a childe newborne goes
to the mothers breaſt, and never leaves crying till
it be laid there.

Vſe 4.

.

-

To teach ſuch Chriſtians as are given to pray,
to be ſure you looke to Chriſt in your prayers;
looke at him, and they are accepted; looke not at
them, nor the comforts you take in them, for ſo
may you fall ſhort of acceptance; but looke at

Chriſt in all, and then you ſhall not be ſtrucke
with Leproſe: it is a ſpirit of gracethat lookes at
Chriſt, and by ſo doing, we ſhall ſtill draw upon
our ſelves, more grace inevery dutie.
Of comfort to all thoſe poore ſoules, as finde

themſelves looking up to Chriſt; they complaine
they ſee little grace in themſelves; it may be none

at all as they thinke, yet they ſee they have often
deſpiſed grace, and diſhonoured grace, their lives

have beene a ſhame to religion, and now they
complaine there is no grace in them, Well, you
Want
*
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want grace,& you want praier,&you want Chriſt,

you want all that which others comfortably attain
unto, you want power to expreſſe your ſelves in . .
company:Well,if your eyes be ſet upon Chriſt,&
upon your failings ingrace, and yet in Chriſt you
ſee there is ſalvation, and you wait upon him for
it, and all your owne parts are empty things in

compariſon of Chriſt; it is an evident ſigne God
hath given you grace,you could never have look
ed after Chriſt, had not he firſt looked after you,
and he having once looked after us, he will nurſe .

us up unto the day of the Lord Jeſus.

.*

###############
Z.A. C. H. 12. Io.

And I willpoureupon the houſe of David,ºc.
§Ome we now to the third

Effea of

s the ſpirit of Grace, where ever it is .
beſtowed.

§

When the ſpirit of grace openeth our Doč. 3.

* eyes to behold chrift, whom we have
pierced, it pierceth our hearts with godly ſorrow,
-

So ſaith the Text; They ſhall looke upon him,
(meaning, when this ſpirit of grace,and of prayer,
is poured forth upon them) it ſhall not be awan
dring looke, or a ſleight beholding; but ſuch a
wiſt, and ſerious beholding him whom they have
pierced, as ſhall make them mourne exceedingly,
as a man for the loſſe of his onely ſonne; or as
•

,
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the commonwealth of Iſrael, for the loſſe of Is. .

fiah. They ſhall meurne for him, or over him: it
is not therefore a worldly ſorrow, for it is ſet up

on a ſpirituall object, Chriſt; nor is it meerely
fuch a ſorrow, as a ſpirit of bondage, or deſpaire
may worke, For a man in hell may mourne for
ſinne; but it is not here ſaid, they ſhall mourne

for themſelves, but for him, their mourning ſhall
be chiefely converſant about Chriſt; ſo that a
gracious looking upon Chriſt pierced for us, and
by us, pierceth our hearts with godly ſorrow,

pierced by us; They ſhall looke upon him, whom they
have pierced, and not meerely by us, but for us,
whom they have pierced; not onely to the ſhame,
and confuſion of their owne faces, but pierced al
ſo to the ſhedding of his blood, whereby our
ſelves are healed; ſuch a looke upon Chriſt,when
ever it is wrought by the ſpirit of grace, there it
pierceth the heart with godly ſorrow. L4&is 2.
36, 37, where this Scripture is literally accom

pliſhed, Peter convinces them, that he whom they
had pierced with the ſorrowes ºf death, was the

Lord Chriſt. Vpon the hearingöf this, they were
pricked in their hearts, they that had pierced him
by their finnes againſt him, now feele their hearts
pierced for him. Againe, Aćis 5.3. there was ad
ded to the Church two thouſand more, but how
were they broughton & By this very argument,

I know that through ignorance you have crucified
him, you have denied the Holy, and Iuft one, and kil
led the Prince of Life, and Glory, CA&s 3.14, 15.

And thus he goes on to convince them, that how
-

ever,

-
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ever, of ignorance they had killed him; yet, he
whom they had killed,was the Prince of Life:and

how ever the high Prieſt tooke it offenſively,
Chap.4.3. yet, they that heard the wordbeleeved,
and ſtill more was added to the Church; So that

it comes to this iſſue, that the two firſt Sermons,
that did ſhew, unto the people of God, that by
their wicked hands, they had crucified Chriſt,

they prevailed to bring five thouſand to godly
ſorrow.

-

-

-

. . Now for opening this point, I ſaid, this godly
ſorrow, by which men are brought on to Chriſt,

ſprings from beholding of Chriſt pierced by us,
and for us: See theſe opened.

Pierced by us: This implies two things. Firſt,
that we looke at all our finnes,as piercing Chriſt;
a man that is led by a ſpirit of grace, to a peniten
tiall, and godly ſorrow, is brought on to conſider
thus much : That all his finnes he hath commit
ted, have beene a piercing, and crucifying of
Chriſt; the ſinne of his nature, the vanitie of his

childe-hood, the rebellions of his youth, and fins

of riper times, what ever they be, whether againſt .
nature, or the morall law of God; this is one
worke, which the ſpirit of grace effects, in the
hearts of all Gods people: It opens their eyes to

fee,that all their ſinnes in concluſion,have réfleół
ed upon Chriſt, the burthen, and ſmart of them,

have fallen upon him, for Rom.6, alt. The wages of
ſinne is death; either we muſt dye for every one of

our finnes, or elſe, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt muſt die

for everyone of us; every ſinnemuſt either pierce
US, .

-
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us, or him to the death; and therefore when we

ſee that there is life,and hope of life in us, it makes

us ſee, that by his ſtripes we are healed, Eſay 53.17.
There is not any fin we commit, but brings with
it Gods wrath and curſe upon our ſouls,Gal.3.10.
ſo that if there be any work of the Law that wee
have not continually performed, we areaccurſed;
and either we muſt beare the curſe and wrath of

God, or elſe the Lord Jeſus muſt ſuffer for us.
Look at all our ſins,as ſomany nailes that faſtned
him to the croſſe, as ſo many venemous darts in
his ſoule, as ſo many vials of the fierce wrath of
the Lord, had not he born the inſupportable bur
den of the wrath of God for our ſins, we had eve
ry ſoule of us periſhed everlaſtingly. Now this
doth not a littlemelt and afflićtagracious heart.

Secondly, but yet there is more in the point
then that ; for by the ſpirit of Graceaman looks
at Chriſt as pierced not onely by our ſinnes, but
eſpecially in this reſpect,that the greateſt fins that
we have committed, have been fins againſt Chriſt
himſelfe, and that makes them moſt grievous, as

being committed againſt Chriſt; and by this
means we come to mourn bitterly. It is no ſmall

anguiſh to ſee ſo many of his ſins like ſo ma
darts in his heart; but that we ſhould perſonally
finne againſt him that hath done ſo much for us,
this wounds ſo much the more; that when a man

ſees any finneagainſt Chriſt, whether againſthis
perſon, or againſt any ordinance of his, it is ſo
much the more grievous, by how much the more
neerly it concerns Chriſt.
For

º
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For firſt,a man conſiders he hath ſinned againſt
the bloud of Chriſt, againſt the value and the
virtue of it. The Apoſtle mightily prefers the

bloud of Chriſt above the bloud of buls and goats,
Heb. 10.4. and yet there is not any gracious heart
but is ſenſible that he hath deſpiſed the bloud of
, Chriſt more then he would have done the bloud

of a bull, or a goat, or a ram. Take this inſtance
in particular. Suppoſe thou ſhouldſt never ſweare
an oath,or tell a lye,or broken the Sabbath at any
time, but it would have coſt thee a bullock for a

ſin-offering, andaram for atreſpaſſe-offering,and
fine flowre, and wine, and oyle for a meat-offe
ring, wouldſt not thou by this time have left all

thy oathes, and lyes, and profaning of Gods Sab
baths: ſhould every tranſgreſſion in this kinde
have coſt theebutabullock, or aram, or a lambe,

thou wouldſtere now have grownevery chary of
committing theſe ſins; and yet this was the ex
preſſe Law of God informer times, a man might
not commit any ſinne, and look for the pardon of
it, but ſo much muſt goe for a ſin-offering, and
ſo much for a treſpaſſe-offering, &c. And hence
it came to paſſe, that generally ſcarce any of theſe
vices were found amongſt them, eſpecially when
the people of God ſought after God in any mea

ſure oftruth, becauſe they knew no pardon, un
leſſe it coſt them ſomething.
‘.
.
Now if this prevailed to the working offin uni
verſall reformation, but when a man now ſhall

know that it is not the bloud of buls and goats
that can free him from ſuch fins, but now he

º:
3WC
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have his ſoule ſprinkled with the bloud of the
Lord Jeſus, and without that there is no peace nor
healing to his conſcience.Why then, do but con
ſider whether we doe not vilifie the bloud of

Chriſt, when we that know there is no redempti
on from fin, but by the bloud of Chriſt, and yet.
live in openſins, blaſpheming God,curſing,ſwea
ring,&c.for the leaſt of which had webeen to pay
the bloud of a bullock, we had left ſuch wicked
neſſe many a day agoe. And though we know the
bloud of Chriſt is far more precious then the
bloud of all the bullocks in the world, yet we goe
- on to multiply our fins againſt God, and our bre
thren; have not wethereby finned againſt the va
lue of Chriſts bloud, as if it were of leſſe value

then the bloud of a goat, when as we make no
more conſcience of ſwearing, and lying, &c. no
not ſo much as we would, if it were to coſt us a

ſheep or alamb. Yet thoughyouknow the bloud
of Chriſt muſt goeforevery finne, elſe it cannot
be healed, yet we make no conſcience of any ſin,
and ſo alſo we ſin againſt the virtue of Chriſts
bloud; For when a man ſhall conſider he hath

been ſprinkled with the bloud of Chriſt, and his
heart yet defiled with hypocriſie, and unclean
neſſe,&c. what is there no virtue in the bloud of

Chriſt f is it ſpent in vaine: the bloud of buls and
goats could have left us no worſe: If the bloud
of Chriſt leave us thus, is not the bloud of Chriſt
ſhed in vain, when it cleanſeth neither the inward

nor outward man? Now the fight and confide

ration ofthis, helps us to ſome meaſure of godly
ſorrow for ſin.

Se
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Secondly, a ſinne againſt Chriſt, is not onely

ſinning againſt his bloud, but when we fin againſt
the wordofhis grace; for it is the word ſprinkled
by the bloud of Chriſt, by which it hath any effi
cacie inour hearts, Aćis 20.32. There is no man

that ſees Chriſt by a ſpirit of Grace, but he begins
to ſee that he hath ſinned againſt the Goſpel of
Chriſt, and this is to pierce Chriſt: and this afflićts
him deeply, that the word of his grace which he
hath cauſed to be ſent forth for my converſion
and ſalvation,and for me to ſtand outagainſt that,
this much afflićts me. Prov.5.11,12,13.ſpeaking.
of a man turning to God, Thou ſhalt mourne in the
end, he ſhall ſay, in ſenſe of his ſin, How is it that

I have hated inſtruction,and deſpiſed reproof f I was
almoſt in all evill, ºc. Thus will a man mourne
and lament for his ſin, when he comes to ſee how
vaine his courſe is ; it will vexe his ſoule, and

pierce him to the heart, to conſider how many

wayes God hath ſpoken to him, how many ſweet
reproofs and counſels have been tendered to him,
what ſweet offers have been made him, if hee

would turne to God, and how have I made a ſhift
to deſpiſe them all? Thus will a mans heart bleed
within him, to conſider that he ſhould thus ſinne

againſt the word of Gods grace.
Thirdly, we finagainſt Chriſt, when the ſpi- .
rit of Grace opens our eyes to ſee that we have
ſinned againſt the ſeales ofthe covenant of grace,
as Baptiſme, and the Lords Supper. In Baptiſme
he promiſed to renounce the devill,the world,and

the fleſh, and there gave up himſelfe unto the fa
D2
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mily of Chriſt, to become a ſervant to him : And
in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, we receive
the Lord Jeſus to be not onely our Saviour, but
our Governor; and now comes to conſider how

vainly we have abuſed both theſe Ordinances, it .
much afflićts him: to have lived a baptized Chri
ſtian, twenty, forty, or ſixty yeares,and not more

waſhed from finthen a Turkora Jew, conſidering
he hath been baptized, and received the Sacra
ments, and his heart as vain, and life profane as
ever, this makes his ſoule to bleed within high.

Fourthly, we fin againſt Chriſt,when the ſpirit
of Grace opens our eyes to letus ſee that we have

finned againſthimſelf, Eph.4.3o.and herein we ſee
we have ſinned above all our other ſins,and it will

come to a mans minde not onely how many good
counſels he hath deſpiſed, but how many checks
of conſcience he hath reſiſted; the good motions
that he hath ſmothered, then he begins to con

ceive that he hath ſinned againſt the holy Ghoſt,
thinks he ſhall never be forgiven. And though it
be not that unpardonable ſin, yet it works him to ,
much anguiſh and ſorrow.

Fiftly, the ſpirit of Grace opens a mans eyes to
ſee that he hath finned againſt the members of
Chriſt: We pierce Chriſt in piercing his mem.
bers, Aë.9. 4,5,6. When he comes to conſider
that he hath compelled the members of Chriſt to
blaſpheme, this vexes and anguiſhes his heart; for
everything of Chriſtis Chriſt himſelfe, you can

not pierce any one of his members,but you pierce
him.

Sixtly,
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Sixtly,you will ſee it to be a ſin againſt Chriſt,
in that you have ſinned againſt the fatherly cha
ſtiſements of God, ſometimes ſickneſſe, ſome
times loſſe of goods, many ſweet and whol
ſome afflićtions, and yet we are never a whit the
better; this pierces a ſoule to conſider that God
hath done all this about him, and yet ſtill he as
unprofitable as ever, this will make a man mourn
exceedingly, Ier.31. 18.
Seventhly, the ſpirit of Grace helps us to ſee
how much we have deſpiſed the gracious bleſ.
-

ſings God hath multiplyed upon us; he hath filled
our basket and our ſtore, and hath bleſſed our go
ings out and our commings in, in all that we have
ſet our hearts or hands unto. Now when he con

fiders that God hath done all this for me,and that

yet after all this I ſhould neither addreſſe myſelf,
nortraineup mine to feare him, but ſtill live as if
all this had ſprung out of the earth', and not
meerly from the bounteous goodneſſe of God
himſelfe, this will ſo pierce an heart with ſhame
and griefe, to think that theſe come not onely
from Gods bounteous hands, but they are given
us by vertue of Chriſts death; for usto fin againſt
him that hath done ſo many great things for us,
this will pierce the heart of any man. Doe you
thus requite the Lord,ohye fooliſh people and unwiſe?
Deut.32.6.

. But ſecondly, the ſpirit of Grace opens our
eyes to look at Chriſt pierced forus, ſo as now
we begin to conſider that in Chriſt there is plen

teous redemption, there is in his bloud remiſſion
--

-
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for the ſins of all that will come unto him, and
hence we come to hope on Chriſt for ſalvation.
And then to conſider that all this the Lord Jeſus
hath done for me, had there been no more ſin

ners but my ſelfe,his bloud had been ſpilt forme;

now that Chriſt ſhould doe this for me, this ſo
afflićts a foule, that now heis willing to ſet him
ſelfe apart, and goealone,and bewaile the wretch
Reaſ, 1.

edneſſe of his heartbefore God.
Taken from the hardneſſe of our hearts which

is found by nature in every ſoule, that unleſſe the
ſpirit of Grace ſet all theſe awork, we ſhall never
mourne for him. Take a naturall man, and tell him

that if ever he be ſaved,it is by Chriſts blood; tell
him how much he hath finned againſt the blood
of Chriſt,and the Spirit of grace,the Sacraments,
the chaſtiſements, the mercies of God, this no
more ſinks into him, then raine into the nether

milſtone. If he grieve for anything,it is for corn,
and wine, and oyle, Hoſ.7. 14. He makes a mock

at ſinne, Prov. 14. 9. eſpecially of finnes againſt
Chriſt. Or ſuppoſe we be brought to a little

ſhame and griefe,it is but becauſe they wound our
conſciences, not becauſe they have pierced
Chriſt. Indus griefe was not for that hee had
wounded Chriſt, but his owne conſcience. Take
the beſt hypocrite that is fartheſt carried on

end by common grace, and his heart is never
ſo much ſoftned as to lament for piercing Chriſt.
By nature we cannot once cry for any fin, farther
then it is burdenſome to our conſciences.

*čaſ. 2.

Taken from the power of the grace of Chriſt.
It.
-
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It opensoureyes to ſee ſinnesagainſtGrace as our
greateſt ſinnes; no wickedneſſe like to that. Neh.

3.27. The deliverers of Gods people were called .
Saviours, and therefore now ſinned in this above

all our other ſins. 1 Sam. 12. 13, 19. The ſpirit of
Grace looks at ſins againſt Saviours, as chiefsº
and greateſt; though they had doubtleſſe com
mitted many other fins, yet none pierced them
ſo much as this, it was becauſe they grew weary
of their Saviour.So Chorazin and Bethſaida were

greater ſinners then they of Sodome and Gomor
rah, Mat. 11.20, 24. and yet the Sodomites defi
led with moſt loathſome abominations, Eſay 16.
49. yet they had committed greater ſins inſleigh
ting Chriſt and his grace,then the Sodomites had
done. Better be a whoremonger, or an Adulterer,
then an unprofitable hearer of the Word.
Becauſe it opens our hearts to ſee and diſcerne • Reaſ, 3.

the wonderfull love of Chriſt in every ordinance
of his ; by how much the more abundant the

mercy of God is to us, ſo much the more is our
hearts confounded within us, that we have ſinned
againſt them all. Luke 7.36. to 47. She was repu
ted for a notorious ſinner, a common harlot, yet
comesto Chriſt and weeps over him, and ourSa
viour renders the reaſon, ſhe had much kindneſſe

ſhewed her in thepardon of many and great fins,
and therefore ſhe loved much, muchforgiven, and
therefore the heartmelts much.

-

Aſigne of tryall:Takehence a true diſcerning, Wſ: 1.
whether we have received a ſpirit of Grace or no;
if wehave, it will evidence itſelfe in this, weſhall
. . . .

.
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not onely look at our ſins againſt Chriſt as great,
but we ſhall ſee our fins as ſomany venemous ar
rows wounding the heart of Chriſt, wee ſhall
mourne more for wounding Chriſt, then for an
thing. The ſpirit of Grace lets us ſee our fins as ſo
many daggers pointing at the heart of Chriſt, it
melts our hearts in regard of the kindneſſe of
God, that God ſhould forgive us ſuch monſtrous
and ugly fins. If God therefore have given you
to ſee that you by ſin have been injurious to the
Lord Jeſus, and there is no ſin thou haſt commit

ted, doth pierce thee more then that thou haſt ſo
much ſleighted the bloud of Chriſt,and this trou
bles thee moſt that thou haſt ſtood out ſo long
againſt the word and motions of Gods Spirit,that
thou haſt grieved Gods children, and deſpiſed his
counſels and chaſtiſements, if theſe grieve thee

moſt, it is a good teſtimony of the ſaving work of
the Spirit of Grace. But on the contrary,if we can
onely grieve,becauſe the world is hard, or for ſin,
becauſe it ſends to hell,or wounds thy conſcience,
7ſ 2.

then thy heart is not yet right in the fight of God.
To teach every ſoule that deſires to traine up
his heart to any meaſure of brokenneſſes then call
to mind your groſſe ſins, they may afflićt you,but

not melt you,till they be edged and pointed at the
heartbloud of Chriſt. Conſcience may afflićt a
man, and he may weary himſelfe with ſuch reſt
leſſe diſcouragements,as to have no quiet,and yet

his heart far enoughoff from Chriſt; but as ſoone
as we ſee our ſins darting againſt Chriſt, then will
the heartbegin to melt,for that we have

audiº
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the Lord of Life and Glory. If therefore thou
wouldfibring thy heart to unfained godly ſorrow,
then pile thy fins as a ſharp arrow ſhot at Chriſt,
elſe they will not kindly wound thee. Confider
further how you have ſleighted Chriſt,as ifithad
been a ſmall thing; but know,you had been flock3.
ned in your mothers wombe, had it not been for
the blood of Chriſt. And conſider that you have
been a baptized Chriſtian thus long, and yet ma
ny naturall men are as well carriaged men as you
are. Conſider how often you have refuſed good
counſell, finned againſt the afflićtions, chaſtiſe
ments, and mercies of God.This is the courſe the
Spirit of God takes to melt our hearts.
A direction to ſome doubting Chriſtians, how Pſe 3.
to judge of their humiliations. Some will ſay,
could Ibe but humbled enough, I ſhould hope of
. . Gods favour towards me; but it is ſo little, as I
-

feare I have no grace at all. Wouldſt thounot be
deceived : be it ºver ſolittle,ifit look at Chriſt,
it is a work of the ſpirit of Grace. To grieve for
ſin as it is a ſhame to the world, and a torment to
thy conſcience, they in hell may doe as much:

But doff thou ſee thy fins ſetting Chriſt all on a
light flame? If ſins ofthis naturemelt thee;it is an
evidence of an unfained humiliation.
It may be ſome ground of allowance to a Pſe 4.
*

-- .

courſe queſtioned,Whetherit be lawfull to bring
ſuſpected murderers to the perſon murdered : I

think this Text gives ſome warrant thereunto :
For the ſight of a man pierced by us, may by a
double work diſcover the murderer, and
-
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from God, and no witchcraft: As firſt, looking at .
him whom we have pierced ; though we look at
it but as a ſin againſt nature, or againſt the morall

Law of God, or againſt our ſoules, the fight of
him may and often doth work in a mana ſpirit of
bondage,for doing an adt ſo contrary to the Law
of God, and of injuſtice to my brother. So it

wrought upon Indus ; it is likely he thought his
Maſter would have got away, as at other times,
but when he ſaw that he was condemned, this ſo

pierced him, that he muſt needs confeſſe that he
had ſinned.

Secondly, but beſides a ſpirit of bondage, it
may pleaſe God to ſetiton by a ſpirit of Grace,
as it is in the Text, and that will open an heart in

ſuch a caſe, to ſee that he hath notonely pierced
his brother,but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and that wil
make him to mournbitterly,and ſo may the poor
ſoule come to be ſaved, though condemned to

bodily deathin this world. Thorefore it is not an

unwarrantable courſe, but a ſerving of a wiſe and
juſt providence of God; for Gen.9.6. the words
are firſt a command to Magiſtrates, Secondly a
threatning to the Murderer, Thirdly, a promiſe
that itſhalibefoundout: Though men ſhould fail,
yet God will not faile, (as we many timesſee) to

diſcover Murders that have longtime been buried

inthe duſt.
s

2 A CH,

of the Spirit.

assssssssssssss
ZAC H. 12. Io.

Lºnd I willpoure upon the houſe of Tavid, ºc.
E come now to a fourth Note, which
is this,

The mourning fagracious heart for
-

--

the piercing of Chriſt, is as bitter and
as ſad a mourning as any that any man

takes up for the greateſtandſ reſt loſe that can befall
Aim in his family or kingdome he lives in.
-

-

As bitteras any loſſe: For the moſt bitter and

grievous loſſe that any man meets with in his fa
mily, is the loſſe of his onely ſonne, of his firſt
borne; this ſets all the family a mourning; and
that not onely together, when they ſee one ano
ther, but it makes them goe aſide into corners,
both husband and wife condoleaſunder,and weep.

bitterly upon ſuch an occaſion. The woman of
Shunaim, when ſhe had loſt her onely ſonne, ſhe

tels not her husbandofhergriefe,onely deſireshis.

leave to goe to the Prophet; when ſhe comes at
him, ſhe could not tell him her mind neither, but
falls downe at his feet, whereby he perceived her
fpirit was much anguiſhed, 2 King.4.27. her grief
was too much to be expreſt: And when ſhee
ſhe ſaithnot, The child is dead, but Did ſhe

i.

uſire a child? was it not his owne offer to here

as ifit were the greateſt loſſeſhecould meet with.
So

Doğ.
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In the like manner ourSaviour going by the way,
meets with a young man, the onely ſonne of his
mother,carryed to be buryed,and they wept ſore,
Luk.7.1.2,13. So Rachel wept for her children, and

would not be comforted becauſe they were not, Mat.2.
18. Though Ioſeph was not the onely ſonne of
Iacob, nor Iacob the weakeſt Chriſtian in his time,
but as ſtrong as his grace was, and as many chil
dren as he had, yet when he thought Ioſºph was

ſlaine, he wept bitterly,Gen.37.34,35.and though
his ſons and daughters came about him to com
fort him, he would not be comforted ; which

ſhews, that mourning for an onely, or an onely
beloved ſonne, is matter of greateſt lamentation
in a family. And it is therefore the greateſt, be
cauſeit isthe loſſe of the Parents inmoſt bowels;
it is the loſſe of the chiefeſt comforts of their

greateſt hopes.
But you ſay, The loſſe of ſome husband or
ſome wife would be more grievous then the loſſe
of a child: was not Elkanah better to Hanna then

ten ſons? I Sam.1.11. though Samuel was more
worth then them both, yet they then knew not
of Samuel : How thenſtands it with the wiſdome

ofthe holy Ghoſt,(ſince conjugall affectionleaves
ſons and daughters to cleave one to another) to
expreſſe the greateſt mourning by the loſſe of an
onely child:
I anſwer, You are to conceive (as it is evident

in the Text) that he ſpeaks of ſuch a loſſe to a fa
mily, as ſhall alike afflićt both the Parents,bitterly

grieve both the Parents, who though they be the
neareſt,
--------------
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neareſt,yet theirgriefeſhall be ſevered; and if he
had ſpoken of the loſſe of either ofthem, he had
wanted a fit reſemblance of the privacie of their

mourning, and therefore he expreſſes it by ſuch a
loſſe, as may be common to that paire in the fa
mily that is moſt intire one to another.

But ſecondly,in this loſſe,the holy Ghoſtdoth
not omit the loſſe of yoke-fellows,though he doe
not expreſſe it in plain words, but by evident con
ſequence in the words following, Like the mourn

ing of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.
There was a great mourning of wives for huſ
bands, and husbands for wives,as well as parents
for children, and brothers and ſiſters one for
another.

Now therefore for that, that was a mourning
which was cauſed by the greateſt loſſe that could
befallany Common-wealth, it was for the death
of good Ioſiah, a better Prince then whom the
earth never bore, whoſe loſſe therefore was the

more grievous, becauſe in his loſſe the wiſe hear
ted diſcerned the utter ruine of Church and State,

and families, private and publique perſons, all
cruſhed in his death. That mourning is deſcribed,
2 Chron.35. 24, 25. upon his death, there was a
greatlamentation, generall and publique, as the
* loſſeitſelfe was. And further alſo it was an omi

nous and dreadfull loſſe, foretelling the utter ru-º
ine of Church and State. In his death, husbands
ſaw the death of their wives, and wives the loſſe
of their husbands, and both the loſſe of their chil

dren. So great and bitter was this lamentation,
that,t
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that it was written in a book of Lamentations,and

all the ſinging men and women had turned all
their ſongs into mourning, The breath of their no

ſtrils was new ſtopt, Lam. 4, 20. Every man now
ſaw himſelfe undone, family,Church, Common
wealth, all undone in his loſſe. Lam. 2, 13. he

compares the loſſe to the breach of the bank of
the great Sea, that breaks out and ſwallows up all
before it; and ſo accordingly was their mourning
exceeding great and bitter,an unmatchable mour
ning. Come hither and ſee if ever any ſorrow was like
unto my ſorrow, Lam, 1.12. This day of the Lords

wrath, is it nothingtoyou? nocauſe, nor any ex
preſſion of ſorrow like unto this; In this they ſaw
the captivity of Church and Common-wealth.
Lam.2.11, ſee how they expreſſe it, CMine eyes,
mine eyes faile through teares, my heart, my heart,
my bowels burſt forth, dºc. They ſaw their bloud
poured forth, they ſaw the raviſhing of their Vir
gins,the ſlaughter of the whole City,the depopu
lation of Church and Temple, the laying waſt and
throwing downe all the ordinances, and therefore
they expreſſe a great mourning, as for the greateſt
and moſt publique loſſe.And alſo it was a durable
and hereditary loſſe, and ſo was it a durable and
hereditary mourning: For this was not a mourn
ingofa few dayes and yeares, as Davids was for
C4mnon, which laſted but three yeares, 2 Sam. 13.
38, 39.butthis mourning was durable and here
ditary, they wrote it in a booke, and left it as an
ordinance from age to age, 2 Chron. 35. 25.
Thus you ſee what kinde of mourning it is, from
--
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-z-

ofthe Spirit.

-

47

which the holy Ghoſt fetches his compariſon.
Now ſuch ſhall be the mourning of every graci
ous heart, looking upon Chriſt pierced by him;
ſuch a mourning is expreſſed, 1 Sam. 7. 6. when
they mourned for their ſinne, they drew water,
and poured it out before the Lord, as mendraw
water out of aWell,one Bucket full after another:

The people poured out Buckets full of teares in
abundance, not drop by drop; but as God pours a
ſpirit of, Grace into the heart, ſo the heart poures
out many tears, at leaſt mourning and groans.
Taken from the objećt of mourning; there can Reaſ, 1.
be no ſadder or greater occaſion of mourning: It
is the greateſt cauſe that doth befall the ſonnes of
men, to mourne for thoſe ſinnes above all other;
wherein they have ſinned againſt Chriſt. It is
much cauſe of griefe to wrong either husband, or
wife, or parent,but conſidering the wrong is done
againſt Chriſt, nothing is anſwerable to this cauſe
of mourning. David could not but be ſenſible that
he had wronged Wriah in cauſing him to be put to
death, and Bathſheba, in defiling her, both theſe
could not but deeply afflićt him ; yet all this was
nothing in compariſon of the wrong he had done
to the Lord, Againſt thee, thee onely have 1 ſinned,
and done this evill in thy ſight, Pſal.51.4. He dou

bles it, he would have you know there lyes his
griefe: What,againſt thee onely, and not againſt
Wriah and Bathſheba 2 Yes, theſe were very bur
denſome, and therefore he cryes out, Deliver me

from bloud-guiltineſe, ver.14 but yet that was not
the thing that did ſo much afflićt him as this, that
-

*
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it was done againſt God, he had thereby cauſed
the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme.No fins like
to ſins againſt Chriſt and his grace; The ſins of
Sodome, though ſo abominable as not to be na
med, for which God conſumed them with fire

from heaven, yet the ſins of Chorazin and Beth
ſaida were worſe then theirs, CMat. 11.20. to 24.
becauſe Sodoms ſins were at the worſt but ſins

againſt Angels, creatures like themſelves: but
when a man ſins againſt the grace of Chriſt, this
is the greateſt objećt againſt which men can ſinne;
and therefore the mourning needfull to be pro
portionable.
Againe, there is this more in the objećt, Gods
wrath which is kindled upon this occaſion, is the
moſt grievous evill the ſoule can conflićt withall.
Pſal. 130.3. Now a gracious heart is very ſenſible
of Gods wrath, being provoked by it.
And yet it is not the greateſt neither, but there
is a third thing in the objećt, and that is the loſſe a
man feeles his heart to ſuſtaine, when he looks

upon Chriſt whom himſelfe hath pierced; he ſees
not onely that he hath done wrong to a deare
Lord and Saviour, but the ſpirit of Grace helping
him to ſee Chriſt pierced by him and for him, ſo

his heart thereupon begins to feele the loſſe of
Chriſt by piercing him, ſuch a heart conceives in
its firſt looking towards Chriſt; and in that ſuch a
loſſe, as wherein he loſes notonely a ſonne, or a

deare parent or friend, but heloſes all theſe toge
ther, he loſes all the comforts ofthis life, and all

the hopes of a better, ſo that he looks at his loſſe
3S
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as unmatchable; had he loſtan husband, or wife,
&c. he could have borne it, butto loſe a Saviour,
in that he loſes all at once. As it was with Mary,
Ioh.20. II. ſhe ſate by the Sepulchre weeping,and
this was the matter,they have taken away the Lord:
Thus it is with every ſoule when they find Chriſt
pierced by them,they are taken up with thoughts,

that doubtleſſe by piercing of him they have loſt
him, made him utterly away forever from being

comfortable to them, and therefore now they
have no hope to find him, and this is ſuch a cauſe
of
mourning,
greater.
… . . .as. that
. . . .than
. . . which
. . . . .there
. . is
. no
. ſº

But then, when they look upon him as pierced
for them, and ſo as in time they ſhall come to en
joy him, and find ſome ſprinkling of comfort of
his beſtowing himſelf upon them,that aggravates
theirgriefe : It is as much as if a man ſhould ſay,
That Chriſt hath dyed and done all this for love
ofme,and this afflićts him much.I reade of Auſtin,
of a certaine uncleane woman which made away
her ſelfe for the love of him, which when hee

knew, it afflićted him very much; thereupon he

#. to God,

and ſaith, Here a wicked woman

athloſther life for me, and ſee how I can weep;

but yet the Lord Jeſus hath not been unwilling to

lay down his life for very love to me, and yet my
heart is not able to mourn for him. As if the ſoule
ſhould confider it thus, That one of ſuch worth

as Chriſtis, the Prince of life and glory, that he

ſhould take ſuch a long journey from heaven to
earth,and live here ſuch a miſerable life,and
.

.
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ſuch ſervice to me, to work ſo many miracles, te
be buffetted and ſcourged, to loſe his friends, to
be excommunicated out of Church, to be cenſu

red by the Judge, to be crucified, and all this for
my foules ſake, he is content to loſe his life, and
the favour of God, which is better then life, and
all this for the love of my ſoule, yea, and had he
not done thus for my ſoul I had never been ſaved;
This is ſuch an objećt of lamentation, as indeed
no ſorrow like unto this ſorrow.

Reaſ, 2.

Taken from the ſubječt that doth grieve and
mourne. What perſon is it that grieves? it is the
ſpirit and heart of a man, which is not ordinarily
afflićted, but wounded, and onely wounded with

this ſtroke, Prov. 18.14.wounded for fins againſt
God and Chriſt, and who can beare that : that

mourning is an unſupportable mourning: Any
other mourning the ſpirit of a man can ſuſtaine
him in, as loſſe of husband, or wife, or child, &c.
but when the heart comes to be wounded, who

can heale that e none but onely the mighty and
powerfull ſpirit of God, without which a man.
would utterly be ſwallowed up of deſpaire,an un

curable wound, unleſſe by the ſame hand that
wounded it.

Reaſ. 3.

Taken from the principle from whence ſuch a
mourning ſprings; a principle greater then that
which is in the world, 1 Iok.4, Worldly ſorrow
cannot reach this; the ſpirit of Grace in the heart
is greater then the world; nothing can work that
which the ſpiritof Grace can doe; it teacheth us

to cry with fighesand groans unutterable, Rom.8.
.. ;

-

-

26, .

*º

ofthe Spirit.

5i

26. A ſoul cannot tell God how muchitgrieves in
ſuch a caſe asthis, becauſe the principle of it is the
ſpiritofgrace; we are ſhallow, and can ſoone run

our eyes and hearts dry for any griefe we take up
ourſelves; but where the ſpirit of Grace works,

the griefethat it puts forth cannot be expreſſed;
as it comes from a deeper fountaine, the eternali
love of Chriſt, ſo it hath a deeper work, it ſearch
eth the deep things of God, it is a profound ſpi
rit, and ſoit works a profound work.
Fortryallofany mans eſtate, whether his mour Wſe 1.

ning be ſincere and ſufficient or not. Manyaſoule
will ſay,I have been humbled,but did Iknow my
º

humiliation were ſufficient, it would be ſome
comforttome, but alas ! I cannot diſcern that it is

enough. Why ſo : If it come from a ſpirit of
Grace, it is then enough. But how ſhall I know

that : Why, if it be ſuch a mourning as is greater
then . mourning, ifas greator greater then for
the loſſeofan onely child, or of ſuch a Prince, as
in whom thou loſeſt all thy comfort. Hath a man
then loſt husband, wife, child, &c. yet if he have
but Chriſt, he hath enough; a ſigne then that a
man hath mourned more for Chriſt then for

theſe. Again, dothamanthat hath parents, wife,
children, and every thing according to his defire,
andyet faith, Yea,but I want Chriſt,and I cannot
be ſatisfied with theſe things: Then is thy mour

ning for him as the mourning for the loſſe of an
onely ſonne: for though thou haſt all the com

forts of this life,yet the Lord Jeſusthouartdoubt
full whether thou haſt him or no, and notwith
E 2
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ſtanding all theſe comforts, thy ſoul goes droop
ing for want of him, it is a ſigne all theſe com
forts doe not countervaile the want of Chriſt,and

that is deep mourning for Chriſt. I know godly,
ſorrow runs very ſhallow in many good hearts,
yet this you areſenſible of though you have other.
comforts at will, yet becauſe you feare you want
Chriſt, you are more uncomfortable for the want
of him, then all your other comforts can refreſh,
you: How ſhall you know that £. It appeared Ia
cob loved Ioſeph better then all his other children,

becauſe when he was gone, though he had all his
other children about him, yet could not be com

forted by them all, and all becauſe he wanted Io
ſeph. So Ioak ſaid to David, I ſee thou loveſt Ab
ſalom more then the whole kingdome, 2 Sam, 14. 6.
How knew he that? Becauſe when Abſalom a
Traitor was ſlaine, and his Kingdome now at
peace, he yet weeps for CAbſalem, and, wiſhes.
that himſelfe had dyed for him: it was a carnall

ſpirit that David did expreſſe at that time. A good
man may ſometimes be more beſotted in one dar
ling child, then in a whole Towne or Kingdome.

beſides: but Ioah told him right, and juſt ſo it is in
this caſe. If a man can ſee,that though he haye all,
the comforts of this life, and yet is not ſatisfied in,
them, and all for want of Chriſt, thenthou truely.

mourneſt for him. It is true, there may be for a
time ſome reaſon why a man can expreſſe leſſe
griefe for the one then for the other, Some man,
wilſay, Were my wife or child dead I could weep.

day and night, but I cannot tell that I ever wept.
-

.

-
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yet ſo for the loſſe of Chriſt,how then doth it ap
pearethat Imourne more for Chriſt then for out
ward loſſes: Let metell you,expreſſions for out
ward loſſes may ſometimes be great : Firſt, be
cauſe all cauſes concur to make a mans expreſſion
of griefe for outward things very great. When
you ſee the windowes of heaven open, and the
fountaines of the great deep broken up from be
neath, there muſt needs beagreat deluge. Gen. 7.
11. here were all cauſes concurring, no impedi
ment ſtood in the way to hinder the flood, yet as

great as it was, it was not ſo durable as great, but
in a certaine number of moneths it was dryed up,

and never returned againe from that day to this;
and when it was come to the height, it went no
farther, but decreaſed: but now in our mourning

for Chriſt, though the windows of heaven be
opened, yet many times thefountains of the great
deep are not open;we have hard and ſtony hearts,
which much hinder ſpirituall ſorrow : You may
have a land-flood run downe achannell,or a plain
that makes a great noiſe, and carries all

É.

efore it, but a deep river runs more ſlowly, and
makes leſſe noiſe; ſo worldly ſorrowit runnes an
end, all cauſes concurring,heart ſoft towards chil
dren and parents,&c.and grace concurs to mourn

for them; windows from above are opened, that
is, Grace,and the great deep from beneath is bro
ken up, that is, Nature, and now here muſt needs
be a great expreſſion of ſorrow; but now when a
man comes to mourne for ſinne, there is an hard

heart in the way, aheartfull of weeds,and thorns,
,

-
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and bryars, many cares, and luſts, and worldly
buſineſſes, and theſe ſochoak the current of our

godly ſorrow, that when it ſhould run and over
flow, it is dammed, and the expreſſion much hin
dered. But yet the greateſt worldly ſorrow is but
a torrent, it makes a great noiſe, but it wants a

ſpring in the bottome, and will in time decay.
Davidmourns for C4bſalom, and for Ammon, two

or three yeers, but in time theſenſe of their loſſe
grew out, wanting a ſpring it was not durable,

whereas godly ſorrow comes from aneverlaſtin

ſy

ſpring, Ish:4. Io, 14, though ſometimes ſtopped.
it will break forth againe, and it laſts while

;

ife laſts: And which is more, the ſpirit of Grace
helping us to mourne, it will make our griefe to
grow to be more at the laſt then at the firſt-world
ly ſorrow is ever more at firſt then at laſt, it will
º: in time, and in the end vaniſh quite away;
but godly ſorrow increaſes, as a man grows in
grace, ſo he grows in griefe. Doetherefore thus

much for yourſelves,as to conſider whether your
mourning for outward things beſuch, as that the
love of Chriſt cannot moderate it, then thouyet
wanteſt aſpirit of Grace;but otherwiſe if nocom
fort can ſatisfie thee,becauſe thou wanteſt Chriſt,

it is a ſure evidence of the ſpirit of Grace.
To teach Chriſtian men to cheriſh godly ſor,
row: If you would have godly ſorrow, you ſee
it comes from a ſpirit of Grace: Look therefore

at fins againſt God, as greateſt, eſpecially ſinnes
committed againſt the bloud of Chriſt,againſt the
motions of the Spirit, and the word of G
90k.
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look at theſe as thy greateſt evils. Andif God give
thee but ſo much grace as to mourn for Chriſt,
labour to maintaine it in thee, pluck up all the
weeds that choak thefree paſſage of it; if therebe

any ſeeds of pride, or hypocriſie, or of any di
ſtemper in any kind in thee, away with them all,
they will damme up this ſorrow, at leaſt for a
while. In every Ordinance obſerve how thou
haſt ſinned againſt Chriſt, and ſo daily obſerve
what ſins in an eſpeciall manner have been com
mitted againſt Chriſt, and
ſuch as are

.

againſt his Goſpel and Grace. Confider ſeriouſly,
what Chriſt hath done for thee, as that he was

content to come and live a poore beggers life for
thee, was content to ſuffer death, and to ſuffer
ſuffer loſſe of his Fathers favour for thee, and this

will intime rearethy heart to ſuch godly ſorrow,
as thou ſhalt mourne abundantly for all the evils
thou haſt done
Chriſt. And to encourage
youto this, conſider that by how much the more

.

thou ſhalt taketo heartthy fins againſt him, thou
wilt find this iſſue of it, the leſſe will any outward
loſſe or croſſe in the world ſtick neere to thee;

though thou ſhouldſt loſe thy goods, and be caſt
into priſon, &c. thy heart would be able to beare
all, as Iob did, The Lord hath given, and he hath

taken away, bleſſed be his name, Iab 1.21. What hel
pediebto this: why,he feared God,and he eſchewed
evill, and he knew that his Redeemer lived, and that

ſo quieted his heart, that though he had loſt all
the world, yet he could tell how to be comforted
in all; he loved wife and children well, but when
-
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all failed him, his heart failed him not,becauſe he
had learned to mourne for Chriſt. That day in
which a man hath not ſeene Chriſt, that day if
any croſſe befall him, he will not beare it well,

Pſe 3.

but will be diſquieted upon every occaſion. Well
then, if thou wouldſt be Lord ofthe world, and of
all the croſſes that befall thee, then obſerve your
daily fins againſt Chriſt,and mourn for him.
Of the Protheſis, which is the former part of
the compariſon, Hadadrimmen ſignifies a place of
ſtore of Pomegranats: From hence learne, Hath
God been pleaſed to exerciſe thee with the loſſe
of a deare husband, or wife,or child : take exam

ple by that griefe, and apply it to the Lord Jeſus
Chriſt; turne the ſtreame of it into that channell;

Did God ever afflićt thee in that kind º then be
the more thankfull, and eſpecially for you that are
in authority, as ever you deſire to dye lamented,

and much deſired, then be like Ioſiah, who while
he lived, mourned for the ſinnes of his people,
2 Chron.34.27. So all you Governors, if .
you die you would be ſadly lamented, that all

about you might mourne to think of your loſſe,
then mourne you for the ſinnes of your children,
friends, Townes, and Countries; take you to

heart the fins of the times and places where you
live, and God will take care that there ſhall be a

greatdie.
and a lamentable mourning for you when
you
•.
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And they ſhall be in bitterneſſfor him.
Here yet remaines one Doctrine
\º more from the Effect, from the
sº word Bitterneſſe.
3S LA gracious heart looking †: Dağ. 5.
> Seº chrift pierced by it, ſhall be in bit
termeſe fºr him.
A gracious heart, that is, ſuch an heart, as upon
whom the ſpirit of Grace and Prayer is poured,
when it looks upon Chriſt pierced by it, it ſhall be
in bitterneſſe. This is expreſſed, Luke 22.61. Pe
terſeeing Jeſus look back at him, remembring
what Chriſt had ſaid unto him, be went out and
wept bitterly. .
. . .
Now for opening of this Point, ſee what bit
-

terneſſe it is that the ſoule finds when it doth look

upon Chriſtaspierced by him, and then the Rea
ſons and Application of it. .

*

.

There is a fourfoldbitterneſſe of ſoulewhich a

mans heart is taken up with in ſuch a caſe.

-

Firſt, there is a bitterneſſe for ſinne; for ſince

it ſelfeyeelds bitterneſſe to the conſcience. It is
bitter it ſelfe, but is not felt till a man look up

on Chriſt, and begins to take to heart his ſinnes.
againſt him. Notable is that confeſſion of Solo

mon after his grievous Apoſtaſie, Eccl.".27, I find,
*};
**

mºre
*
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more bitter then death the woman whoſe heart is a
ſhares,cºc.Anevident argument that Solomon pen
ned that book after his repentance, and there he
deſcribes moſt excellently the whole courſe of

repentance in thoſe few verſes. I find ſuch ſinnes
more bitter then death, drawing him on to ſinne,
and holding him faſt therein. There is indeed a
ſtrong bitterneſſe in ſinne, but yet a man is not
ſenſible of it, till his eyes be open to ſee Chriſt.
-

Peter, that had ſeene and felt the bitterneſſe of his

ownefinin piercing Chriſt, he could ſee the bit
terneſſe of the eſtate of other men: Aë.8. 23. I
perceive thou art in the gall of bitterneſſe, (ſpeakin
"of Simon Magus) where he deſcribes the carna i
eſtate of a naturall man; Simon had not as yet
ſhewed any bitterneſſe and malice againſt the
wayes of Chriſt,but he perceived by the unſavou
rineſſe of his queſtion,that he was yet in a carnall
eſtate, for he had offered him money for the gift
ofthe holy Ghoſt, whereas he knew the gift of
Grace could not be bought and ſold for money.
How then is that carnall eſtate a gall of bitter

neſſe? Bitterneſſe it wasthat made him unſavoury
in himſelfe, ſo that a godly heart can reliſh no
thing in ſuch an one but that which is as bitter as

gall; he gives him gall to drink, when hee puts
ſuch a queſtion, a covetous and carnall que

i.

1Oth. .

º

.

2. And ſo it is the nature of all ſin to provoke
God to bitter wrath.
*

i. It is the nature of finne to corruptothers,
and therefore it is called a bitter root, Heb. 12.15.
-

So

ºrg
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the ſtate of nature,

and the wayes of ſinne,
they are bitter a gall, Dewt.32. 32,33. All is bir.
So

terneſſe that comes from a naturall man, his
thoughts and life are unſavoury, he is bitter to
God and to his people. Now when mens eyes
are open to ſee Chriſt, they ſee and feele that in
ſin which before they felt not; Then we ſee our

ſinfull courſe moſt bitter, the very grapes of gall
and wormwood.

Secondly, there is the bitterneſſe of Gods
wrath which a man ſees and feeles when he ſees

Chriſt pierged by him, Heſ. 12. 14. and Gods
wrath being imbittered againſt us is very bitter,
Ier.8.14, and 9. 15. All ſuch afflićtions are like

wormwood and gall to us: So the Church com
plaines, God hath made me drunk with wormwood,
Lam.3.15, 19. And Iob 13.26. There writeſt bitter
things againſt me.
-

Thirdly, there is another bitterneſſe cauſed by
a man looking upon Chriſt, and that is by reaſon
of the loſſe of Chriſt: we never either had attai

ned to him, or elſe now we have loſt him; now

we ſee we have no portion in Chriſt, and that is
bitter to our ſoules, Ier.2.19. A man in ſuch a caſe
ſees that the feare of God is not in him, that the

Lord Jeſus he hath forſaken; eſtrangement from
God is bitter to ſuch a ſoule, Ruth 1.2 o. That
which you reade of Eſau is very memorable in
this caſe,6en.27.34. when he ſaw he had loſt the
bleſfing, that Chriſt was given away from him,

he went eut, and lift up his voice, and cryed with a
very bitter cry. I doubt not but Iſaac and Rebecca
-

took

--

\
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took paines to catechiſe their families, and there
fore ſurely in ſome meaſure he ſaw what he had
loſt; but how much more bitter would it have

been unto him,had he had butafight of Chriſt :
Fourthly, ſuch a ſoule is in anguiſh for the bit
terneſſe of ſoul which the Lord Jeſus himſelf did

taſte and feele for our ſakes; when ever the ſoul
ſees Chriſt with a graciouslook, it beholds all the

bitterneſſe Chriſtºaſted of for his ſake: Mengave
him gall, and vinëar to drink, Pſal. 69.21.but they
fell ſhort of what cup God gave him to drink, he
taſted of the bitterneſſe of the wrath of God, and

all for our ſakes; and a ſoule ſeeing this is deeply
imbittered in the ſenſe thereof.

Reaſ, 1.

. . ..

Firſt, God intends thereby to chaſten, and

check, and puniſh us for that ſweetneſſe and de
light that formerly we have taken in ſinne; that
God might make our ſins afflićtive to us, he will
make them bitter to us. Ier. 2. 19. Thine owne

Reaſ. 2.

wayes and thy doings ſhall corre&#thee.
God will have it to be bitter to us,not onely to
correół us for former wickedneſſe, but likewiſe to

make us caſt up our fins in a free confeſſion and a
ſerious reformation; as long as ſinis ſweet to us,
we hide it under our tongues, Iobzo. 12, 13. that
is, ſo long we ſhall never confeſſe it, nor forſake
it; but when it is bitter to us, then we vomit it out

infree and hearty confeſſion. Bitterneſſe of finne
will bring a man to confeſſion for finne, Pſal. 32.
3,4. For mighta mangoe on, and feele noburden
under his ſinne, he would never confeſſe it; but

when Gods hand is ſmarting upon him,
-

".
- GO
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God afflićts, we purpoſe an acknowledgement of
ſinne; now finne confeſſed and forſaken, makes . . .
way for pardon and mercy,Prov.28, 13.This bitterneſſe for ſinne drawes us to confeſſion to ſpit it
out, and to keep us from turning to it againe, it '.
how for ever appeares unſavoury to us. . .
-

That ſo we might be ſenſible ofthe bitterneſſe Reaſ. 3. .
of the cup of Gods wrath, which our Saviour,
dranke to the dregs, Mat. 26, 39. Implying, that

what bitterneſſe Chriſt reliſhed infinne,and in the
wrath of his Father, the ſame ſhall every foule do
in ſome meaſure that hathany partinchriſt, Mat.
20.23.and thereby ſhall we know the wonderfull
love of Chriſt towards us, that he would drinke
ſuch a potionto the dregs for our ſakes.

-

That ſo we might reliſh more ſweetly the love Reaſ, 4.
of God to us, and his grace inpardoning and hea
ling all our ſins, Eſay 38.17. For peace: I had great
bitterneſſe, but thou haſ in love to my ſoule de

livered me from the pit of corruption. This bitter
neſſe that a ſoule taſts of makes the love of God:
ſweet and ſavoury to his ſoule, and it is a ſpeciall:
reaſon that God looks at in all the bitterneſſe

which he gives us to taſte of in all ourſinnes, that

ſo our pardoning and healinginghriſt might ſeemi
more precious in our eyes. And hence it was that:
in old time God commanded the Paſchall Lamb.

fhould never be eaten but with bitter and ſourc_2 . . . .
hearbs, Exod. 12.8: Why ſo 2 to make the Lordi
Jeſus more ſavoury to us: God never gives us:

a taſte of Chriſt, nor to feed upon him, but in
bitterneſſe of ſoule, that wee might reliſh the
‘. . . . . .

-

11101C.
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more ſavour in Gods love to us.

reaſ: 5.

That ſo he might ſtrengthen our faith againſt
all the bitterneſſe of the wrath of men, and of

death itſelfe, or of hell, which elſe we might be

-

in bitter feare of all our dayes. A man that hath
ſometimes been in hell, is able afterwards to ſay
: Sam.15.33. truly, as Agag ſaid preſumptuouſly, Surely the 2
bitterneſſe
is paſt. He that hath been ſenſi
ble ofthe torment of hell,he doth everafter, more

;

or leſſe, walk in ſome comfortable aſſurance that

bitterneſſeand wrath is paſt. Pſal. 116.3. I fºund
trouble and anguiſh : but ver,7,8. now returne to

thy reſt, o my ſºule. Becauſe the ſorrows of death
have formerly compaſſed him about, now hee

knowes Godwill ſpeake eaſe and reſt to hisſoule:
and ſo the heart is much ſtrengthened againſt the feares of men, Luke 12.4,5.he having already felt
more bitterneſſe then men can put upon him. Mo

ſes he endured as one that had ſeene him that was
inviſible,he feared not the bitterneſſe of the Kings
wrath, Heb. 11.27. Nothing now can make us im

patient under any affliction. The more bitterneſſe
we have found in ſinne, the more favour ſhall we

find in any afflićtion: Noafflićtion ſeems bitter to

.

fuch to whom ſinne feels bitter: To whom ſinne

is ſweet, to them afflićtion is as bitter as death,
* Micah 7.9.

Reaſ. 6.

That ſo he might ever after make our ſpirits
more ſavoury andleſſe harſh: There is in usana
turall harſhneſſe; though ſome men be better na-.
tured then others, yet there is a root of bitterneſſe
in every one by nature: Nor is there any way
ITIOTC

-

*

----

–
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more effectuall to makeus more ſweet, and amia

ble, and ſavoury, then to ſee the Lord Jeſus
Chriſt, and to be brought to a ſenſe of bitterneſſe
by ſuchataſte and ſight. Epheſ.4.31,32. ataſte of
the bitterneſſe of Chriſt doth baniſh from us all

thoughts of revenge. Phyſitians tell us there is no
better medicine to purge out the moſt gloomy
and clammy obſtructions of the ſtomach, and to

dry up ſuch ſuperfluous humours, then taking
ſome bitter thing, as Aloes, and Centaury, or the
like-t That is the true nature of this gracious look
upon Chriſt, it will cleanſe the ſoule from what
ever keeps us off from fellowſhip with God, it
purges out all clammy and cholerick diſtempers,
it preſerves the frame of the ſpirit ſweet and ſa
voury, bitterneſſe is not the wiſdome which is
from above, Iam.3.12,13, 14. when once it hath
wrought the heart to this heavenly wiſdome,
then it makes a mangentle and meek without par
tiality, &c.
-

For a ſigneoftryall of our owne eſtates, whe
therever we looked upon Jeſus Chriſt with a gra
cious look,yea or no: If we never knew what bit
terneſſe of ſoule was for finne, nor the wrath of

God, nor the want of Chriſt, then we never yet
beheld Chriſt with any gracious look. They to
whom
bitter, they who know no
bitterneſſe for w tof Chriſt, nor any pangsthey
have ſuffered for him, ſuch foules have not yet

.

received aſpirit of Grace. Had we received a ſpi
rit of Grace, longere now we ſhould have felt the
bitterneſſe of Gods wrath,theloffeof Chriſt, the
–"

paine.
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paine he ſuffered, in ſome meaſure: a point of
much clearneſſe and evidence for the diſcernin
any mans eſtate. While finis ſweet, and we find
reliſh in it, though it be unlawfull profit or plea
ſure, if any of theſe ſeeme ſweet, and ever have
done ſo, we have then never yet ſeene nor known

the Lord Jeſus; and yet this is for the moſt part
the frame of the ſpirits of the ſons and daughters
of men. What a lamentable thing is it, when all
ofus by nature are a Simon Magus, that any man
may ſay of us, Thou art in the gall of bitterneſſ. ,
that we are of an unſavoury and bitter frame of .
ſpirit, ready to corruptourſelves and others, and
yet we know it not, we neitherſee, nor feele this:
but if ſinne was never bitter to us, then have we

neither part nor portion in Chriſt. It is true, a

man may bein bitterneſſe for finne, when Gods
wrath lyeth heavieſt upon him, as it was with
Iudas, which made him not to hide it under his
tongue, but to confeſſe it, Mat.27.3, 4. But was

he then in bitterneſſe for Chriſt? No verily, it
was for ſinne againſt him, but yet onely ſo farre,

as the bitterneſſe thereof did reflect upon himſelf;
but it was not for any loſſe of Chriſt he felt, or

for what Chriſt by that meanes was to undergoe,
but he was in bitterneſſe in himſelfe: For Eſau
cryed out with a great and a bitter cry,but not for
Chriſt, but for himſelfe, becauſe he had now loſt

that which now he could never recover. . . . . .
You ſay, How can Itell but that my beſt bit
terneſſe is no better then ſo : how ſhall I know it

isf for : Chriſt? I may be in bitterneſſe for finne,
and
-
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and for Godswath upon me for fin,and for want
ofthe pardon of my ſins, that I might bee rid of .
the burden of it. But how may I know it is for
Chriſt, and for my loſſe of Chriſt, whom I deſire
above all things to enjoy
JAuſw. I know not better how to put a diffe

rence, then by taking a ſurvay ofthe fruits of your
bitterneſſe ; If a man be in bitterneſſe onely for
himſelfe, it will end in one of theſe two; either in

bitterneſſeofdeſpaire,as it did in Iudas,and there

fore he hanged himſelfe, a ſigne he was not in bit
terneſſe for Chriſt, but for bitter anguiſh of heart,
which was greater then he was willing to endure;
Or elſe, ſecondly, if not ſo, it will endin bitter
neſſe of malice againſt them that have their partin
Chriſt: So Eſan cried out bitterly for the loſſe of
his bleſfing, and birth-right; but Gen. 27.41, it is
ſaid, He hated his brother Iacob : So that if a man

be in ſuch bitterneſſefor the loſſe of Chriſt, that
he hates thoſe that enjoy Chriſt, his bitterneſſe is
not for Chriſt; but if a man can finde this to bee

the frame of his heart, that ſin therefore ſeemes

and taſtesbitter to him,becauſe by it he hath pier
ced Chriſt,and thereby the wrath of God is kind
led againſt Chriſt; and the more that I doe medi

tate upon the death of Chriſt for me, the more it
imbitters me, that I ſhould crucifie him that hath
not refuſed to doeſo much for me; This is an un

doubted argument of the ſpirit of grace poured
forth into ſuch a ſoule.

May teachusto take heed of reſting in the eſtate Pſe 2.
of nature, or in a courſe offin, for make account
-

-

F
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this will be bitter in the end, it will either be bit
ter in thy repentance, when God calls thee home

to himſelfe, or bitter in the nethermoſt hell, when
Gods wrath breaks forth againſt thee to the ut
moſt: We may make a ſport offin,but in the end
it will be bitter. 2 Sam.2.14. That which was but

a play in the morning proved bitterinthe evening.
So though a man in the morning of his age,
look at fin but as a trifle, yet the time will come

when thou ſhalt ſay, it is bitterneſſe, Eſay 24.9, and
Prov. 23.32. It will in the end bite like a serpent :
Though at the firſt the lipsofan whoriſh woman
ſeem ſweet, yet in the end they will fill you with

gall and wormwºod, Prov.7.4,5. So you will find
this to be the iſſue of all fin; Though a play and a
paſtime in the beginning, yet in the end it will be
bitter. But if you come to a ſight of Chriſt,there
is no bitterneſſe like to that; yet no man can ex

pećt any better fruit of ſin: Therefore let no man
content himſelfe in a carnall eſtate, nor a courſe
ofſin, for bitterneſſe will be the endofit.

May ſerve to teach all the people of God, that
are at any time imbittered in their ſoules for ſin,to
walk in the ſenſe of that bitterneſſe all their dayes.
For God cals you ever and anon to look at Chriſt,
& therefore it behoves usinour whole converſari

on,to carry about us not a ſpirit of bitterneſſe and
harſhneſſe, but ſuch a frame as hath ſprung from
ſenſe of Chriſt pierced by us, and that will make

us ſavoury,both to God and to his people: though
it be like LAlves in the taſte, Pſal.45. 8. yet (as
Aloes be) it keeps the wholeman from putrifačti
OI).

i
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on, and the Churches garments ſmell of this, that

in all the graces of the Spirit of God, wherewith
the ſoule of the Churchiscloathed, as with agar
ment, without which ſhe is naked, they all reliſh
of Chriſt crucified, and of the gracious love of
Godin Chriſt, being pierced for them, it makes
them all favour ſweetly, they are not defiled nor
corrupted with ſinfull diſtempers; and therefore
as a manin all his waies and duties would be ſweet

and ſavoury, ſo let him ever and anon renew his
look at Chriſt, and ſee what he hathdone and ſuf

fered forus, and that will make all our graces al
wayes ſavour ofa ſpirit of humility, and will effe
étually cleanſe us from all wrath and vain-glory,
and every other diſtemper. And if at any time
thou findethyſelfe imbittered with afflićtion and
extremity for the loſſe of anything, goe thou in
this caſe and look at Chriſt, conſider what he hath

done and ſuffered for thee, and then thy bittereſt
afflićtions will ſoone be ſweet to thee, look at the
bittereſt of thy finsthat pierced him,and that will
ſweetenthy greateſt loſſes. Doſt thou at anytime
finde thy ſpirit harſh, and unſavoury, uncomfor
table, and unquiet: thy garments doe not now
ſmell of myrrhe, this kinde of bitterneſſe muſt be
putaway;but it is for us ſo to feed upon the death
of Chriſt, as that the ſweetneſſe of Gods love in

pardoning finin Chriſt, may make us quietly and
meekly expreſſe our ſelves in our carriage towards
•our brethren; this would ſet an amiable luſtre

upon all ourgraces, and upon our whole conver

ſation; and if thouſeeſt any of thy brethrenim
+
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bittered, harſh or unſavoury husbands, wives,

neighbours, bitter one to another, though other
wiſe they benever ſo gracious, yet thoutmaiſt ſay,
they have not ſeene Chriſt that day, it may be
not formany dayes together; andlook how long
it is ſince we ſaw Chriſt crucified, ſo much will a

ſpirit of harſhneſſe creepin upon us; but by how
much the latelier any man hath ſeen Chriſt, and
taſted of the bitterneſſe of his death, and therein
alſo of the ſweetneſſe of his love to us, ſo much

the more ſavoury and gracious will our carriage
be,both before God and man; and thereforeifat

any time thou findethy ſpirit harſh and unſavou
ry, take this medicine, Let the ſenſe of the bitter

neſſe of thy fins purge it out, and ſo it will,though
thou beeſt exerciſed with the loſſe of an onely
childe, or anonely Prince, yet looking at Chriſt
would put us into a ſavoury frame, and make us
Pºſt 4.

reliſh well before God and our brethren.
For a word of comfort to ſuch ſoules as are in

bitterneſſe for Chriſt: Bitterneſſe againſt Chriſt
is a moſt fearfulleſtate, and of all conditions the

moſt miſerable. For you ſee it is the condition of
Gods children to be in bitterneſſe for Chriſt: But

there is a generation that is full of bitterneſſe
againſt Chriſt, and his children, and the wayes of
hisgrace ; a moſt fearfull condition. If ſuch as
have received a ſpirit ofgrace, be in bitterneſſe for
Chriſt, then ſuch as are in bitterneſſe againſt

Chriſt, have received the ſpirit of the Devill; If
thoubeeſt in an eſtate ofnature, and knoweſt not

what thoudoſt, thy eſtate is leſſe dangerous, but
s

yet
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yet very dangerous it is ; but if a man be in bitter
neſſe for Chriſt, it is a moſt comfortable eſtate. A
Chriſtian is never more gracious, never more

Chriſt-like,then when he is in bitterneſſe for him;
ſuch bitterneſſe will end in everlaſting conſolati
on. If therefore thou beeſt in bitterneſſe for him, Fºy 63.43. ,
and for the wrath of God, as it hath pierced
Chriſt,and for the loſſe of Chriſt, whom thou haſt

grieved by walking ſo unfavourly, in the profeſſi

on of his name;in bitterneſſe for all the evil Chriſt
hath borne for thee, in bitterneſſe for performing,
duties ſo unſavourly, doenot think it a dangerous
and deſperate condition, for this is the ſweeteſt
temper of a Chriſtian ſoule.
It is true, a Chriſtian, a true Chriſtian man is obječ.
called to rejoyce in the Lord alwayes, Phil.4.4. And
ſay, how ſhould alwayes hee bee in bitter
neſic ºf
,
º,
Why, by how much thou canſt findethy ſoule Sol.
-

#

-

.

.

.

-

in bitterneſſe for Chriſt, ſo much the more cauſe

haſt thoutorejoyce in Chriſt, and to rejoyce al
wayes; it is the trueſt cauſe of ſoy, that can befall
thee; for the Text ſaith, Such an one hath recei
ved a ſpirit of grace; and ſo much as any ſoule

walks heavily, and droopingly, as many times
many a Chriſtian doth, in ſuch bitterneſſe, as
wherein it findes nojoy, that which makes thy
heart ſouncomfortable, is,becauſe thy bitterneſſe
is not for Chriſt; for if it were, it would be ſo

ſweet to thee, as that thou wouldeſt ſay, thoune
verhadſt more cauſe to rejoyce, then when thy

ſoule
was in greateſt bitterneſſe
for Chriſt:
If
• *
F3
thou
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thoubceſt in bitterneſſe for Chriſt, it will make
thee both comfortable to thy ſelfe,and to all that
thou ſhalt converſe withall, ... thing will be
ſweet to thee when thoumourne for Chriſt.

###############
Z A CH. 12. I2.

And the Landſhallmarnº.
§Ow we are to ſpeak of the mourning
º; and repentance of a gracious heart,
*||{
# here amplified by a double argu
tº ment: Firſt, by an adjunct of great
* neſſe, ver.11. amplified by the grea
teſt, both domeſticalland publike, mourning; as

the mourning of Hadadrimnon, for the death of
re

Now of the ſecond, in which you have this

mourning ſet forth by a diſtribution of the ſub

jcé's mourning deſcribed formerly by the priva
cy of it, but that is not all; but alſo by declaring
the divers perſons which doe mourn. Firſt, it is

ſaid the Land ſhallmourn, ver, 12. Secondly,the
Land more particularly diſtributed, Families, fº.
milies, as it is in the Originall. It is tranſlated eve
ry Family; and words
ſometimes

#.

put indefinitely, ſometimes ſignifying cvery Fa
mily, and ſometimes divers Families apart from
ethers: ſo that here is deſcribed in theſe words,

Families, familieſ, the mourning of
-

diº
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lies, the mourning of ſundry Fumilies together
apart from other Families that mourne together,
and alſo included ſome mourning of every Fami

ly apart by themſelves, ſometimes the Land
mourning, ſometimes Families, families ; ſome
times every Family mournes apart by itſelfe, and
ſometimes in thoſe Families, husband and wife
doe mourne retiredly one from another, ſo that

here is foure ſorts of mourning perſons.
The Land ſhall mourne. J When was it ever

known in the dayes of the New Teſtament, that
the whole Land of Iſrael mourned: I take there

fore calvins anſwer to the queſtion, and the
note is:

-

%

The mourning Gods people in a Land, is the pairin.
mourning ofthew 0le Land.
-

God never poured out theſpirit of grace upon
the whole Land of Iſrael, no not then when this

Prophecy was in a ſpeciallmanner accompliſhed,

Láàs 2.41. It was poured out upon thouſands,
Chap.4 & 6. There was a great multitude belee.
ved. And chap.21.20. Thomſetſ brother Saul, ma
my thouſands ofthe Iews beleeve; ſo as they are cal
led the Churches of the 1ews, Gal. 1.22. that,is ma
ny congregations ofthe Jews. But yet thus much

remember,(as Calvin well notes) the body of the
Nation was an amtoward generation, L4&s 7.51.
The bulk and maſſe of the people was untoward

ſtill. They loved to be contrary to the people of
God, and yet becauſe there are Families,and they
mourne, and ſundry Families, they mourn,there
fore that which is the actof theſe divers Families,
F 4

-

is
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is accounted thead ofthe whole

Land.
And indeed ſo farre was this mourning-the
mourning of the whole Land, as that Zach, 13.
-

- -

three firſt verſes. There is as well publique bleſ.
ſings poured out upon the whole Land, as upon
thoſe that did mourne. The Idols were cutoff,
and the word of God ſo mightily prevailed, as
that thoſe Sečts which were wont to delude the

people, Scribes, Phariſees, and Sadduces, were
blaſted in the eyes of all the people, and generally
the Goſpel had free paſſage granted to it, by the
mighty hand of God upon the people, from one
end of the Country to another, yet the whole
Land mourns not. It was not an univerſall mour

ning of all the Jews in all the Provinces of Kin

CAhaſuerks, but of Shuſhan the Palace, and yet
they prevailed with God for the ſafety of the
whole Land, Heſt. 4. 16,17. by which was cut
aſunder all the ſnares of the Jews, ſo as before

they inthe Countryknew their danger,they knew
fheir deliverance, or at leaſt the meanes thereof

was prepared; and ſo IXaniel being to be cut off,
hearing of his danger, he goes to his three com

panions, and prayes them to put up their prayers
to God, and they did ſo, Dam.2.17, 18, and pre

ſently after heebids them to bleſſe God,for their
deſires were accompliſhed; by which meanes, not
onely themſelves eſcaped, but under their ſhadow.
the whole Church of God found refreſhment.
And when Daniel prayed for deliverance out of

Captivity,Chap.9.20, to 23. his prayer was heard,

and an Angel ſent to take order for the delive.
*

Yaſh CC.

.
-
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rance of the people : to ſhew you, That when
there are ſome, bee they more or fewer, that un
fainedly ſet themſelves, to humble themſelves
before God, for the publike evils that lieupon
themſelves, to the danger of the whole Church,
God is then wont to lookeat it, as an univerſall

mourning, as if the whole Land had mourned.
Taken from the place, and ſtanding which the Raſ
people of God have, in the Countries in which
they doinhabit; they ſtand thereas the firſt Fruits.
of a Nation, Iam.1.18. Rev. 14.4. Now in the ſan
étification of the firſt Fruits, ſtood the ſančtifica
tion of the whole Lump, Rom. I 1.16, according
to that in the Law, Levit. 23.10. When the firſt

I , ,

Fruits were offered to God, then all the reſt was:
cleane; ſo in this caſe, the multitude of a whole.

land before God, is but asſo many ſeverall ſtalks .
of the Field, and the ſeverall Families, are butas.
ſo many ſeverall ſheaves. Now when Gods peo
ple draw neare to him, he lookes at it, as if all the

* .

Sheaves of the Field had come and bowed before,

†fo
that their work, is the work of the whole
Field.
-

-

Taken from the cauſe both ofthis Reaſon,and reaſ.
the Dočtrine it ſelfe, that is, from the valuation
that God hath of his people, where ever they be,
his valuation of them in his eternall Counſell.
Now in Gods eternall Counſell, thus-hee con

ceives his people; All are not Iſrael, that are of
Iſrael, but only they who are the Children of the
promiſe, Rom.9.6,7. Looke what God promiſes

to Iſrael, it is chiefly fulfilled to them that are
*

.

-

-

Iſra-.

.

-
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Iſraetºiadeed, And IF they gee about to offer
up any acceptable ſacrifice to God, in Gods ac
compt, it is as if all Iſrael had done it.

Reaſ, 3.

Whence it comes to paſſe, that God made that
ancient Covenant with CAbraham, and it is the

maine tenor of the Covenant, I will give thee for 4
blºſing, &c. Gen. 12. 2, 3. Which doth expreſſe
another paſſage of the like nature, Eſay 65.8. One

ſaith, Deffroy it not, for a bleſsing is in it; As if,
though there were many branches of the Vine
dead, yetifbuta cluſter of Grapes, the Vine ſhall
not be cutup, till that be gathered: When God
ſhall ſee his faithfull ſervants bring forth Cluſters
of ſweet fruits unto him, they ſhall be ableſſing
to others; implying, that where ever Gods ſer
vants are, becauſe of his Covenant with them,
where ever they crave ableſſing, and mourne for
the wantofit, God will provide it ſhall be ſtretch
ed forth upon the whole Country they live in.
Reaf. 4.

From all which comes a fourth Reaſon, which

is taken from an ancient promiſe which God

made to his people, 2 Chron,7,13,14. CM7 people
that are calledly my Name : Who are thoſe Ex
pounded, Eſay 43.7. Thou art called by my name,

I have created thee for my glory,drc. ver.3. Theſe
are they whom he hath manifeſted,and magnified
his rich mercyon. In uſuall ſpeech you know,
none is called by the name of another, buteither
Children by the name of their Father, either na
turall, or
or Wives by thename of their

:

Husbands; now therefore, if Gods eſpouſed and
adopted Children ſhall ſeeke his face, and
-

hº
C

-

-

Winsºn.
ble themſelves before him,for whatever diſtreſſe

lyes upon the place in which they live, hee will
heare them.

-

-

For further clearing this Point, let me anſwer
this doubt. You ſay, if the mourning of Gods
people in a Land, bee the mourning of a whole

º: how is it then, that they prevaile not with
God ſometime to ſave the Land, for which they
dee mourne, but ſometimes the Land periſhes,
and onely themſelves preſerved? As Ezech,9.4.

. Setamarke ºn them that mourne, but utterly ſlay all
thereſt; which was accompliſhed. Ier. 24.5. The

basketofºund Figs was preſerved, but the other
was for a prey to Captivity, and the Sword, and
Peſtilence, and to utter extirpation from the

earth; Hence is that you reade, Ezech. 14, 14.

They fieldeliverneitherſºnnardºughter,but them.
ſelves emely; And Ier. 15.1. So that, though ſome
times the mourning of Gods people, is accepted

for the mourning ofthe whole Land; yet ſome
times, though Cluſters of good Families ſhould
meetin Gods Houſe, and humbletheir foulesto
gether, fortheir owne, and their Countries fins;
and though there were ſuch among them, as No
ah, Daniel, and lab, men eminentin their genera
tions, forturning away Gods wrath;yea though
Moſes and Samuel joyned with them, men of re

nowne; yet though theſe five Men, and their five
Families,and thereſt of the good Figs with them,
were joynedrogetherto ſeeke Gods face,yetyou
ſee ſometimes the caſe is ſuch, as that God him
ſelfeſweares,

wºuaºuaciº

-

-

-

-
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Chicken, but onely themſelves.

.gweſt.

How then ſhould one conceive this to be true
which is here gathered :

Janſw.

*.

...

. .

. . .-

In Gods ordinary eſtimation ofthings, the pra
étiſe of his people,is the Aét of the whole State in
weh they live; if they be innocent, ſo is the whole
Nation before him; if they be humble, reformed,

and upright,ſuch is the whole Nation in his ſight;
They are the firſt Fruits of his Creatures, in them
the whole lumpe is ſančtified; they are precious

in his fight, them hee hath madefor ableſfing;
where ever they live, if they ſeeke him, hee will
heare in Heaven, and all the Country ſhall fare
the better for their ſakes. Butyettwo Caſes there
bee, wherein the mourning of Gods people is not
counted the mourning of the whole Land.
Firſt, in caſe that Gods people themſelves
be wrapt up in the contagions of the ſinnes of the
times and places they live in; if they be wraptup.
t

in the common ſtreame of the ſins of the times,

they will be wrapt up in the fellowſhip ofthe ca
lamities ofthe times, and they will not then bee
able to ſtand in the gap; and though God know,
how to ſave their ſoules from eternall deſtrućti

on, yet they may beeſwallowed upin the com
mon deluge. God would no longer ſave the old:
World, when his owne Sons became fleſhly,that
is, the Children ofthe Church, with whom God:

had entred into Covenant, Gen.6.2. If once they
become carnall, as the reſt of the World was,
then ſaith God, º Spiritſhallmot alwaies ſtrive.

with map, then L4, fiſh had corrupted their way;
whe

|
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who though they periſhed, according to men in
the fleſh,yet doubtleſs many of them were ſaved,
2 Pet.2.5. and, 3.6, 17. When Gods people be
came carnall, then they are not in caſe to ſtand
in the gap, but looke as you ſee, then the bot
tomesofthe great deepes were broken up, and ſo
overwhelmed the whole World; ſo when the
children of Heaven are let looſe to all unclean

neſſe, and the wicked children of the earth are

broken looſe to all licentiouſneſſe; in ſuch a caſe,
the Floodmay ſoone overwhelme the face of the
earth. And now, no wonderifonely Noah, and
eight perſons more for his ſake, be preſerved. Ier.
5. 30, 31. Had there beene many horrible things
committed, and Gods people but mourned and
beene aſhamed of them, God would never have

looked at it, as ſuch a wonderfull and horrible
matter; but when ſuch wickedneſſe is commit

ted, and my people lovete haveitſº; then what will
you doe in the end thereoff What doe you thinke
will be the end,when there is none to ſtand,or lift

uphis heart or hand to God f nothing will be the
end but horrible confuſionand deſtruction.
-

!

Secondly, But ſuppoſethey ſhould keep them
ſelves intire and ſpotleſſe, as thoſe five Noah, Da
niel,&c.And ſuppoſe they ſhould ſave themſelves
from a froward generation, and have no fellow
ſhip with the unfruitfull workes of darkneſſe,
which is the beſt hope that may bee, that they
ſhould ſo do; yet notwithſtanding it may fall out,
this mourning will not be accepted for the whole

State, and that is, in caſe they may not bee ſuffered
-

fº

-
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to mourne for the people, nor themſelves neither. But
when they thruſt themſelves into the gap, Fami
lies apart, or Congregations apart 3 when they

ſet themſelves againſt the wrath of God, rather
runne themſelves into hazard with God and the

World, then to have a judgement befall them,
and may not bee ſuffered thereto reſt; thenyou
muſt not wonder, if theſe doe no good, they are
throwneout of the gap, which they would have
made up, if they might have beene allowed to it;

in ſuch a caſe, though they ſhould mourne abun
dantly, they ſhould ſave neither ſon nor daugh

ter; this youſhall find expreſſed, Eſay 59.15,16,
He that ſets himſelfe to worke righteouſneſſe, makes

ºft

himſelf a prey, and the Lord
that there
was no Interceſſor, Why was there no righteous

men there : Yes, But their righteeuſneſſe was their
ruine; they were not ſuffered in their righteouſ

neſſe, nor tolerated to be righteous. Now in ſuch
a caſe, there is no Interceſſor; this you ſhall finde
in the very caſe of the Text. Time was, when

theſe Families that mourne now apart, went from
houſe to houſe, and ſought God together, and in
ſo doing, they had favour with all the people,
Aás 2.47. and Aūs 5.13. Though many people
durſt not joyne themſelves with them, yet they

magnified them; and which is more to be obſer
ved, when any ſtirre did ariſe,all the Governours,
and people hearkened to Gamaliel, and let them
alone ; ſo that in ſuch a time, when ſome give
good counſell, and the people of God in theſe
duties had favour with all the people, then their
* .

-

mour

Tºfiſºsºri. T
mourning is the mourning of the whole Land;
but now when the caſe was thus far altered, when

many of them had beleeved,and fella perſecuting

their brethren, that were not of the ſame mind
with them, Aás 2.0.2.1.23. And when perſecuti

onbeganto ariſe againſt Stephen, and others, Aëts
8.1, then God began to cut ſcant with the Land,
and then he made a diviſion; he will not make a

diviſion ſo long as they doe comply with them;

but if either Gods people fall out with their bre.
thren, or neither higher nor lower perſons ſuffer
... them, nor favour them, then ſee what a diviſion

Gods makes, Zach. 13.7, it is the proſecution of
the Story; Then God begins to ſunder them one

from another, Two parts ſhall be deſtroyed, and a
third caſt into theftre, and they ſhall learne to call
upon the name ofthe Lord. So that, ſo long as

Gods people keepethemſelves free from the pol
lutions of the time, and mourne for the ſinnes of
the times, and finde favour in ſo doing, all that

while, all that which is the act of Families, is the
aćt of Countries, Kingdomes, and Nations.
Direction and Inſtruction, to all the people of Wſe

God, in any times of the Churches dangers and
diſtreſſes, what you are to doe: for, if the mour

ning of Gods people bee the mourning of the
whole Land they live in; then, as the people of
God ſhall behave themſelves in times of publike
dangers, ſo will the ſtate ofthings ſtand. There

fore it is for the ſervants of God in ſuch times to
taketheſe few Rules of praćtiſe.
-

-

Firſt,bee well acquainted, notonely with your
-

-

OWſle
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/ own ſins, but be not ſtrangers to the ſinnes of the
Town and Country you live in.-Secondly, Keep your ſelves unſpotted from

theſe evils, ſave yourſelves from the fellowſhip
of them.

*

Thirdly,Mourn you before the Lord,in regard
of them,

Fonrthly, And as much as may be, give no
occaſion of provocation unto other men to di
ſturb you.
Theſe four duties performed will prevent what
ever danger our ſins juſtly threaten againſt us; for
when publique fins are committed, ſhould God
ſtay to ſhew mercy till the generality of the peo
plecomebefore him, there would neverbe ſafety
in that place; for never was it found, or very rare
ly, that men in ſuch a caſe did univerſally turn to
God, when they had provoked him,but therefore
God, that looks at his peoples ſpirits, as the life,
pith,and marrow of the Land they live in,he looks
at them, and indeed he hath no reſped to any Nation
under heaven, but for his ſervants ſake that have >
reference to it; If they be holy, the reſt are ſo in
his ſight, if they ſtand in the gap, there is enough
to turneaway his wrath,ifthey humble their ſouls
before God,it is an univerſall reformation,I mean
ſolaccepted: Therefore let every Chriſtian fami
ly, and every perſon therein, be well acquainted
-

-

with the fins of the places they live in, and then
ſave your ſtlves from them; God complaines
*

much that his ſervants ſhould be ſo blinde, as not

to ſee the ſins of their times, Eſay 42.19. Let not
-

ods.

of the Spirit.

8f

Gods ſervantsbe diſlºyal, nor irreverent tounco-\\
verthenakedneſſe of others; but if they ſee evi
dent tranſgreſſion of Godslawes, they muſt not |
be blinde, leſt that bring a miſchiefe upon the
place they livein. But when you ſee them, ſave

your ſelvesfrom them, Aćis 2.40. have nothing
to doe with them, be not intangled in the fellow.
ſhip of their fins; and then be carefull to humble
yourſelves unfainedly before God, and confeſſe

your iniquities, and theiniquities of your Fathers,

º

and whatever lies in your own hands to reforme,
be ſure that be done, 2 Chron. 7.14, and that will

be accepted as if the whole Nation did univerſal
ly turn unto God. If Gods people ſhall doe thus,

the Lord mayyet prevent ſuch judgements as lies
heavy uponother Countries; and this Gods peo

.

-

ple may doe, and neither hurt themſelves nor
others; ſo muchthe more doe we walk humbly
before God,by how much the more we ſee others

doeit not; if we would ſpeak and talk leffe,andpray
more, we might comfortably expect yet God had

.

ſome furtherbleſfingin ſtore, and that not for our
ſelvesonely, but for others alſo. Complain not

therefore offiny declenſion of times, or decayes
of things that are good, or breaking in of things
that are naught; weary not your ſelves with ſad

thoughts in this kinde, (though they ought unfai
nedly to exercſe.us) but follow cloſe to a wiſe

and faithfull preſervation of our ſelves from fel.
lowſhip in theſeevils, and as much as in us lies,

reformewhat is amiſſein ourſelves and ours; and

\

let it be aſtrong motive to us to fall faithfully to
ſº

-
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work, becauſe if we

ſhall ſo doe,

ſuch a

mourning of a few will be counted the mourning

_efa whole Land.

THow would you know that the Land mourns :
why, when Families, Families mourne, ſometoge
ther, and ſome apart, then the Landmourns. And

I know it is of great conſequence when Magi
ſtrates themſelves are given to mourne; A man
of authority is of mighty ſway before God, Ier.
5.1. Ten common righteous men might have ſa
ved Sodome, but onegedly CMagiſtrate would doeas

much good, a tenprivate Chriſtians; but if all joyn
together, there is ſo much the more good to be
hoped for. Many a man will ſay, what can ſuch a

poore creature as I doe, or ſuch a poore family as
mine is,what canſt thoudoe? Why;doebut what
lies in thee to doe, and one coale will kindle ano

-

#

ther; and then God will ſet open a fountain for
ſin and uncleanncſſe, for ſuch duties ſake; and
therefore as ever you would ſtand as ſtakes in the
hedge, and would make up breaches in Families,
Townes, and Countries, live as thoſe that often

-

ſeethe Lord Jeſus,and him crucified; mourn you
for your owne ſins, and that will ſet Families a
work, and a few Families will ſet others a work,

-

º

rſ. 2.

and God may workmightily by this means. ... "

. Toteach men that have no greatwill to mourn
themſelves, yet to be of a loving heart towards
thoſe that lovenot to be betterthen others,butto
mourne for their own and others wants; if you
would not be publike incendiariesto a State, then
be of aloving affection tothoſe that are mourners

in
—º

Toftism.
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in Sion; letthem have, if not your fellowſhip, yet

\
º

your favour; and ſo farre as you can counſell

\

others torefraine from theſe men, as Gamalielº

counſell was, Let them alone in their way; and
bad they ſo done.jeruſalem had ſtood to this day.

Let the Scribes and Phariſees have taught and
wrought as wickedly; and as hypocritically asbe
fore, yet had they refrained themſelves from hur

ting the Chriſtians,they had prevented the migh
typowerofthe Romane Armies. As ever there

foremen would be friendly to the State they live

in ; learnetobe praying Chriſtians: you ſay you
•*
:

cannot doe that, but cannot you favourthem that .

,

are willingto doeſo: thoſe that pray andmourn, *
, .
doe not you thruſt them outof the gap, let them

liethere, their mourning need not make youſad,
take you the comfort; and ſet them have the
mourning, and ſo ſhall you doe much good ſer
vice to the placeyou livein, and to the whole bo
dy of Chriſtendome; for it never
ill with
any place where Gods people dwell, if they keep

#:

§ jº are but

º

mourne; and therefore doe but the ſervants of

God this favour, Draw them not unto evill, for

if you corrupt them, the judgement of God will
failupon you together; what ever you doe for
yourſelves, defile not them, forífthey ſhould be
polluted, there isnometoſtandinthe gap for you;
and it is but a ſmall requeſt, they ask nogreat

matters at your hands, give them but leave to

mourn when they fee occaſion; and then God
hath ſaid,I wilbſeſſethem that blºſſethee,though
C.;
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a man cannot bleſſe himſelfe, yet he may hold off
his hands from touching them that would bleſſe
as they

. .
y Oll.
Of ſtrong
conſolation to Gods people,
...

"

-

*

finde themſelves togrow up untoâſpiritófmouſ.
ning; if though to day thoucanſ rejoyce and be
glad, yet if occaſion ſerve, thou canſtmourne to

morrow, then bleſſe God, be notwithout aſpirit
of mourning upon any occaſion, that you may be

fit to ſtand in the gap, ſo ſhall you be inſtruments

of publiquegood in the place whereyoulive.

sssssssssssssss.
Zac H. 12. 13,14. ,
+

-

cº-

-

Theftami, ºfthehouſe ofLevi part ºre.
have ſpoken of the ſubjea, that is
hereſaid to mourne. Thé Land ſhall

×7×º
Aſºº EE

Y6% mourn, that is, not the whole Land,
but many godly Familiesina Land.
Now wee come to another note

from the true ſenſe of the words.
Dočirine.

-

Th: ſpirit fºrace and prayer doth leadtke people

ºfGod unto mourning, not only in ſandry Families
tºgether pºrt from others, but alſ, every Family

|.

apart by itſelfe,and in
Families, husbands and
wives apart one from another.

..This is the ſumme of the diſtribution of the
ſubječts mourning. The words hold out (that:

Imay foſpeak) altheformes ofhumiliation, which
. .

. .

e º

at

ofthe Spirit."
-

|

at any time Gods Spirit led the hearts of Chriſti
ans unto, in the firſt dayesofthe Goſpel.
1. Every Family apart.In the Originall,it is Fa
milies, Families,that is, ſundry Families together,
apart from ſome others.
2. Every Family apart it ſelf.
3. In theſe Families husbands and wivesapart
by themſelves, and ſometimes in the ſame Fami
ly, many men meet together, when their wives

.

are not with them, and ſometimes the women

without the men. Families, Families. Theſe
kinde of ingeminations doe not alwayes ſignifie
every Family, but ſometimes ſundry and many

*Families, ſometimes univerſality, and ſometimes
multitude, as Hebrew Grammarians ſays as to
ſhew you ſome inſtances, Gen. 14.1o.The vally was

full of ſlime pits, in the originall it is pits, pits, that
is ſundry or many pits; ſo Families, families, is

many Families; not all pits,for then there had been
no roome to fight; but many pits. So 2 Chron.
31.6. They laid up their proviſion for the Tem

ple, heaps, heaps, as it is in the Originall, ſundry
heaps, or hereand there an heap. So Mark 6.39,49.
They ſat down ranks,ranks,that is,ſandry ranks;ſo
Families, Families,that this is, ſundry Families; &
that is the meaning of the holy Ghoſtin the text,
it is evident from the accompliſhment thereof.
* Aés 2.41, 46. there were three thouſand con
verted at one time, and it is ſaid, they did eat their
meat together from houſe to houſe, not that three
thouſand of them met together at one mans
houſe,for whoſe honſe could hold the: eſpecially
G 3
confidering
-

-

86

The pouring out
confidering that moſt of them were poore men,
therefore impoſſible it was, that three thouſand
of them ſhould meet at one mans heuſe, but
ſome in this, and ſome in that ; and ſo divided

themſelves, that in ſeverall Families they did all
meet: read the ſame accompliſhment of this Pro
phecy, Aës 12.12. When Peter was miraculouſly
delivered out of priſon, he came to the houſe of

the Mother of Iohm, where many were gathered
together praying, many Families were there met,
and they had the happineſſe to know firſt of his
deliverance; for the whole Church puts forth
inſtant prayer in hisbehalfe, and there was above
five thouſand more added to the Church by that
time, for they multiplied exceedingly, but the
whole Church was then aſſembled one where or

other; and that Iames was not amongſt them at
tºtary herhouſe, it is evident, from ver. 17. Goe,
ſhew theft things unto Hawes, as a ſigne he was not
there; thusthey met in ſundry Families.
But this is not all, but beſides this, it is ſaid,
They met every Family apart, verſe laſt ; ſo that
they did not onely meet when many Families
could get together,but every Family had a mour
ning by itſelf, ſomtimes no Family joyning with
them, onely themſelves,their wives,and children,
and of ſuch as ſo joymed with them,came that ſay
ing, The Church in their hºuſe, Rem.16.15. Col.4.
15. and Phil. 2. They and their Families met ſo
lemnly together,as Joſhwah ſaid, I and my houſe_
wiłſervethe Lord, feſh, 24.15. LAnd I know that

ułłrakam will rath his family, Gen. 18. I %
*.

-

to

CW .

|

#w
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you that all the children of Abraham wiſ

doe as Abraham did. It is true, the words in the
E

les,Such a man,and the Church in his houſe,

may have a double meaning; for it may be taken
the whole Congregation met in ſuch a mans
houſe, in ſuch an eminent Chriſtians houſe; as in

the Church of Coloſſe,there was Nymphies houſe.
But in this caſe Ilike well of the judgement of the
preſent Biſhop of salisbury,as taking it for granted,
that both this ſenſe and the former are herein in

cluded: Sometimes(ſaithhey it may be the whole
Church was met together in ſome eminent mans

Family,butyet withall it includes that the Family
itſelf was a Church of God.

-

Now fortheir wives apart, and ſometimeshuf.

bands by themſelves: that hath been an ancient
cuſtomeofold. Hannah mourned bitterly by her
ſelfe alone, when her husband knew not what ſhe
did, 1 Sam.1.1o. 1 1,13. But beſides that, Davids

example and Bathſhebats,2 Sam.12.16.to 24.They
had both together committed folly and wicked

neffe in Gods fight, and though therefore they
had the more juſt cauſe to be humbled together,

yet, David goes and layes himſelfe upon the
ground ſeven dayes together, and though Bath
ſheba was in the houſe, yet he took her not with
him, as Chap. 11.27. And for her it is ſaid, that

when the childe was dead, he reſe upfrom mourning
and weeping, and went in and comfºrted Bathſheba,
a ſign that ſhe was mourning alone. And ſo ſome
times men by themſelves, and women by them

ſelves, as it was a cuſtome in thankſgiving, the
G4
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-
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women went out with CMiriam, Exod. 15.2 o. and

ſo Iconceive the like reaſon of dayes of humiliati
on, men or women did give thanks alone, or

were humbled alone, and yet ſometimes give one
another a meeting:When Hefter took her maids to

mourn with her,ſhe met with many women toge
ther, Heſt.4,16.So we read of ſundry women, cal
led fellow-helpers, Phil.4-3.ſhewing there was ſome
women that laboured to help forward the Apo

ſtles work; where he ſcattered any ſeeds of grace,
they would labour to ripen it. This they did, part

ly by inſtrućtion, and partly by communicating
their experiences to them, and prayer with them :
for every ordinance is ſanétified by the word and

prayer; what he did in publique, they helpedfor
ward in private, Rom.16.12.

Thus you ſee foure ſorts of mourning ſubjects
Reaſ. I.

ſtirred up to this duty of mourning.’
Why many Families together, and not all the
Church; It maybe taken from the great number
and ſtore of Chriſtians, that were found in a great
City or Town, impoſſible for ſo many to get to
gether in one place. Aës 2.41, 42. They met Fa- ,

milies,Families,ſundry in one Family,and ſundry
in another.

Reaſ 2.
*

-

.*

*

,

•
*

*

Taken from the inability of ſome Families,and
inſufficiency to performe ſome kinde of ſolemne
duties of humiliation, without the help of their
neighbours. Ać's 12.12. In the Originallit is many
thronged together to pray; that is, there was then a

fufficient number found, implying, that Iohn, Mark
and his Mother alone, had not been a ſufficient
number

—

\

ofthe Spirit.
number to have beſought God upon ſuch anoc
caſion; but there was ignoi, a ſufficient number,
multitudes thronging togetherabout it. Conſider
that to a ſolemne duty of humiliation, there were

ſawdry gifts required, which were very rare to
meet withall in one Family: for you have ſome
Chriſtians, that have excellent gifts, for the ac-.
knowledging of their owne fins, and bewailing
their wants, who yet are not ſo large-hearted to
mourne for the times and places they live in ;
and ſome are fitly able to mourne for the State

and Church, and not ſo able to mourne forthem
ſelves.

And herein to propound to your Conſiderati
on, the example of Heman and Ethan,two Men of
excellent note for Wiſdome, and ſeethe frame of

their ſpirits, the 88. and 89. Pſalmes; Heman, in

Pſalme 88.breathing out bitter mourning for ſpi
rituall deſertions,not any mans caſe ſo deeply be
wayled, as hee bewayles his owne, and he ſets it

forth at large, yet expreſſeth nothing of the ſtate
of the Church of God. Now Ethan his brother,
as wiſe a man as he, not ſo much taken up with
• ſpirituall deſertions, but moſt ſeverely expreſſes
the ſtate of the Church, and the miſery it was ex

poſed unto, Pſal.89. Now both theſe would have
done welltogether, in a time of ſolemne humili
ation; the one mourning for his owne corrupti

ons, and the other, for the fins of the Towneand
Country he lives in ; and this makes a fitcombi
nation in ſuch a duty. Then conſider, you may

have Men that may bee excellent in both theſe,
and
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and yet want faithto preſſe God to heale; Theſe
here would fit well ſuch a ſpirit,as CMoſes to ſtand

in the gap, and to preſſe God to remember his
Covenant, and his Nature,&c. and this mightily
prevailes with God, Exod. 32.1o.
Againe, but yet ſometimes a ſpirit of conſola
tion is requiſite, ſuch as was found in Barnabas,
A&# 14.36. He had a ſweet frame of ſpirit,a very
comfortable man , and therefore ſuch a man

would doe well in the end of a day; but ſcarcely
ſhall you find all theſe meet together in one fami
ly, and therefore there muſt needs be a ſufficient
number for all theſe to be performed.
Taken from the fellowſhip in the like occaſion
Reaſ, 3.
of mourning that may befall many Families at
once: Peters enlargement and impriſonment con
cerned them all, they all ſtood in need to be ſenſi
ble ofthat blow, Aëts 12.12, and therefore many
were met together upon that occaſion.
Reaſ, 4.
Taken from the fellowſhip which ſome Fami
lies had with ſome, which they had not with
others; as firſt, meanes of acquaintance: One oc
caſion of fellowſhip or acquaintance, is nearneſſe .
of dwelling, or next neighbours, Exod. 12.4.
-

Cloſe in ſuch duties with next neighbours, rather
then with thoſe that are further

j

Another oc

caſion of fellowſhip,was nearneſſeof.kindred,and
that is evident in the Text: The Family of the
houſe of David met by themſelves,&ſo the houſe
of Nathan ; ſome take him to bee one of Davids

ſons, Luke 3. When Solomons line did ceaſe, his
line came in his roome, of whom the Virgin Mary

defended;

*—r
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deſcended; But Irather with lumius take him to

be Nathan the Prophet, becauſe there is a diſtin
&ion made of hiskindred. So the houſe of Levi,
and the houſe of Shime; ; ſome take him to be
Simeon, one ofthe twelve Tribes, others think it

was the poſterity of Shimei that curſed David;
but it is not likely his poſterity ſhould be ſo bleſ.
ſed: But others think this Shimei is mentioned -

1 Kings 1.8.a ſigne there was a Family of Shimei
in Davids Court, a manofgreatnotein the State,
an eminent man in his time: And he may wellſu
ſtain the perſon of all men, that are neither Kings,
ner Prieſts, but private men, each Family and
kindred by themſelves.
.
Thirdly, nearneſſe of acquaintance. Job 2.11.

13. Iok his friends, that were of his acquaintance,
•

came with one conſent to mourn with him.

Mow, ſecondly; why every Family apart.
Taken from the great Covenant Godhath made Reaſ. 1.
with every Chriſtian man and his houſhold, to be
a God to him, and to his ſeed after him for ever,
Gen.17.7. and by vertue of that Covenant, every
male in Abrahams houſe was to be circumciſed,

ver.13. Now then, if this bethe tenor of the
Covenant, obſerveit diligently. H God make a
Covenant, to be a God to thee and thine, then it
is thy part to ſee it, that thy children and ſervants

be Godspeople; for God becomesa Godtothee
and thy feed, that is his part of the Covenant;

but look you to the ſecond part;that you'be Cods
childe, Gen. 18.9. You will diſcovenant all your

children and ſervants from having fellowſhip
with .
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with God and his Covenant, in caſe you traine
them not up to be ſonsanddaughters to God; In
this caſe Eſau and Iſmael were diſcovenanted,they
neither ofthem tooke care for their Families; and
though a man finde his Family backward enough,

yet if he endeavour it, he doth not diſcovenant
them.'

And further, Baptiſme is the ſeale of the Co
venant, we are baptized into the name of the Tri
nity, into the houſe of God; now if the name of
the Trinity be put upon us, then we muſt doeſer
vice to the Trinity, and the Trinity yeelds us

protećtion, and proviſion; A manthen diſcove
nants his Family, thattakes nocare to bring them
on to God.

-

Reaſ 2.

*

Taken from the dedication of our houſes to God,
Deut.20.5. Pſyo.What is it for us to dedicate our •
houſes to God? Is it, not to devote our ſelves,.
and all ours, to keep houſe with and for God: un
leſſe we dedicate our houſes to God, they are but
Tabernacles for Devils. And is it not then toº

mock God, when wedoe not pray with our Fa
milies:

Reºſ. 3.
-

-

-

Confider the duties thatare required for every
houſholder; He ſhould ſee that none belonging to
him ſhould break the Sabbath, Exod. 20. 10, 11.

And we ſhould whet the word upon our Families,
Deut. 6,6,7. And how ſhould any Ordinance be
ſanétified without prayer e
Reaſ.
4.
Goddethgive
Families
in ſundry keeps
occa
Reaſ. 4 ſons,
both § prayer
and fellowſhip is

º {.

houſe for us, and preſerves us night and day,
!

t

-

Pſal.

-

-

º

of the Spirit.

93

•

-

pſal. 127.1.2. All the Family reaps this bleſſing
together in common, all lie downe and riſe in
eace, Pſal. 118.15. The Devill himſelfe could
ay, God had made an hedge about 10%; and it
vexed Satan to the heart, it was a hedge of thorns
to him,that he could not tell where to get intolobs

houſe, eſtate, or Family, everyone was in a good

--

.. . . .

frame, wife and children in good order,and every
buſineſſeproſpered well, the Devil could no way
tin to do him a miſchiefe. But now ſometimes

this hedge is broked down,and Satan is let in,and
then much vexation is wrought in the Family,and

.

in ſuch a caſe Families have juſt occaſion to be

humbled together. . . .

-

-

- Taken from the blºſſed reward that God gives reaſ;.
to Families that are willing to take this courſe,and
that is double.

|

. . . .

. .

. ºº
• , \

.

~

* Firſt, God will reveale his ſecret counſells to

ſuch, and make them of his counſell, Gen. 18. 18,
I9,2O.

-

º

* Secondly, he will bring upon CAbrahamall the
good he hath promiſed him: It is the ready way:
to bring about the accompliſhment of all Gods
promiſes to us; otherwiſe God will heap upon
thee much more cvill then thou art aware of, ler.
Io, laſt. I Sam,25.21,22.

... sº
-

-

Thirdly, why alone by themſelves?

Becauſe ſometimestheuntowardneſſeofyoke- reaſ: 1.
fellowes is ſuch, as that they are not fit to joyne
together; Heſter muſt doe it alone, Heſter 4.16.
& CMicah 7.5,6,7.

y

- .."

-

Suppoſe they may truſt one another,yet ſome Reaſz.
f

times

-

–
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Tof comfort to mournfull Chriſtians, that can
put on a ſpirit of mourning upon any occaſion,
that whatever duty thouart called to in publique
and in private, thou art fitted for it, rejoycéin
the Lord, and bleſſe his name, that hath not

ſprinkled, but poured out hisgrace upon you.

-

################:
Zach. 12.10.

,--- . . .

. .. ..

,

.

, , , ,

And Iwillpoureupon the houſe ºfpoiled

---

ºSºx Here yet remaines to be handled

{Wºlfº from theſe words, the three firſt
tº Arguments propounded in the

Wººl ºr beginning, namely, the Author
º § of this ſpirit of grace, the plenti
sº full meaſure of it,and the perſons
on whom it is poured out. Of the firſt of theſe,
the Giver of it, you have heard it opened, from
2 Tim.2.15. whence you heard, that God is the

Author and Giver ofgrace, And therefore come
we to the other two, and from thence obſerve

this Dočtrine, º f : ...: 'T' stºri, ºf , ; ; ;

Deſirine, ºr in the dayts ºf the Gºſpel, the Lord diſpenſeth a
plentifull meaſure of grace, not onely upon Miniſters,
-

but upon all ſorts ofChriſtians.” ". . . . .
For ſo faith the Text, in that day the Lord will

not only ſprinkle the ſpirit drop by drop, but will
pour it out in a plentifull meaſurd;and pouring out
implies not onely extenſion upon many people.but
º

-

intenſion
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intenſion alſo in a great meaſure upon thoſe man
perſons.

And who are theſe perſons? Not the houſe of
Levi alone, but alſo upon the houſe of David,the
bloudroyall, and the Kings Courtiers, and upon the
Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the citizens and Tradeſ.
men therein 5 yea, and in Jeruſalem dwelt all ſorts
ofpeople, of every Nation under heaven, Caſis
2.4,5.Reade this accompliſhed, CA&s 2. 17, 18.
I will poure out my ſpirit upon all fleſh ; and in
which place the Lord tells you, that he will not

frinkle, butpoure out his ſpirit, and not on a few ſº
left perſons, but upon allfleſh, Jews and Gentiles.
So Iohn 7: 37,38,39. he thatbeleeveth in me, out
of his belly ſhallflow rivers of living waters: This
he ſpeaks of the Spirit, ſo that in the dayes of the
New Teſtament, Runningſtreames of the Spirit
ſhall ever be flowing from abeleeving ſoule; he
ſhall have a ſpring of grace in his ſoule, that ſhall
ever belike a running river cleanſing his heart and

way, and making him fruitfull in all places, coo
ling and refreſhing his owne and others ſoules

with the experience of Gods favour to him in
Chriſt.

-

-

Why now,ratherthen informer times:

fromthat
the of
different
of the wºrſhip
ºf reaſ: 1.
cedTaken
now, and
the old ſtats
Teſtament.
Then the
worſhip of God was diſpenſed, under valles and
Jhadowes, ſo as when the Law was delivered, Mo
Jes put availe upon his face, 2 Cor.3.13,14,15. ſo
as the people could not clearly ſee the Lord Jeſus,
nor the life nor power of him in any Ordinance
then

The pouring out
then diſpenced ; he meanes the valle of Ceremo
nies and ſhadows,but now the vaile istaken away,

and weall behold the glory of the Lord with ºpen ‘’
face, ver. 17, 18.Shewing that by how much the
more ſimply & plainly the Ordinances be diſpen
ced, ſo much the more plainly do the people of
God ſee Chriſt revealed in them;and ever where

Reaſ 2.

there is the leſſe ſhadow, there is the more ſubſtance.
Taken fróthe different eſtate of the children of god
now,and ofthéinthe old Teſtament.They were then
the children of God, and heires of the Kingdome
with us. But yet the heire while he is under age,
is under Tutors and Governours; and Gal. 4. r.

to 7. he ſpeaks of God as a wiſe Father, he will
not reveale himſelfe freely and familiarly to his
children, while they are under age, but when
growne to age, he will freely communicate with
them. Now thus the Apoſtle applies it,The Iſrael
of God were under age, till †: fulneſſe of time
came, and when Chriſt came, then was the ful

neſſe of the age of that Church, and then God
ſends forth the Spirit of his Son into the hearts of

his people: This is the ſpirit of adoption, where.
by God acquaints you with his counſells,

and betruſts you with a great part of his in
heritance, under the Law they had but a dark

draught of the Image of Chriſt found in them 5 but now the fulneſſe of time being come, God
ſeeing his children fitto bebetruſted with alarger
meaſure ofgrace, he ſends forth a ſpirit of grace
into their hearts, and therefore they then called

upon God asGādandiori, and sºdomes
Father.

...
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. Eſay, indeed

he ſometimes ſaith, Doubtleſſe thou art our Fa

ther, Eſay 63. 16. But ſcarcely ſhall you finde it
throughout all the Pſalmes; Father in the old Te
ſtament is a rare expreſſion; but now ſcarce any of
the pooreſt beleevers,but the name of Father is as

ready with them, as if all weretaught to ſay, Our
Father,and Abba Father: Now the Fatherlooks
at us, as come tofulneſſe of age. CMoſes was the
Schoole-maſter to bring the Jewsto Chriſt, and
then God walked towards them with a reſerved

gº.” now hediſpenceth himſelf more
iy.

-

-

Taken from the different diffenſation of chrift Reaſ 3.
in the old Teſtament and in the new ; he is called the

Summe ºf righteouſ effe, CMal. 4.1,2. And in the
dayes oftheold Teſtament, Chriſt was not then
riſen, and though they had the Moone and the
Starres, yetit was dark, becauſe the Sun was not

yet riſen. So the Apoſtle faith, 2 Pet.1.19. but
when Chriſt wasborne, then the day ſpring from on

high viſited the people, Lake 1.78. Now asthe day.
dawningbrings in our light, more thenallthe gli
ftering ſtarres: ſo the Lord Jeſus when he came
into the world, the Church diſcerned more by

him, then by all the Prophets that were before
him; and yet after Chriſts aſcenſion into heaven,
when he was aſcended to his full height, then the
leaſt of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and profeſ
fors of Chriſt, ſaw more of Chriſt, then any
while helived on the earth: And hence the Apo-

ºries in

abundant Revelation of Chriſt
H 2.

-

from

*
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from hisaicenſion, C4éïs 2,33, he brings # as a

reaſonto prove that the Diſciples were not full of
new wine; for it is ſaid, I willpoure out my ſpirit

upon allfleſh ; and Chriſt being now exalted to the
righthānd of his Father, he hath ſhed forth his ſhi
rit, which you now ſee & hear.So then it is from the
exaltation of Chriſt, that we cometo have theſpi

rit of grace poured upon us, and Chriſt himſelfe
expounds that place, Iohn 7:38,39. after this ſort,

. The holy Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe the Sonne
was not yet glorified;when God had exalted Chriſt
to the height, then he ſhed forth light and heat,
as the Sun at noone day. The holy Ghoſt was
not yet given: Why, was not all the Prophets in

ſpired by the holy Ghoſt: 2 Pet.1.luff. Yes, but
though they had the holy Ghoſt, yet incompari
ſon of that meaſure which is now given,it was but
crums; in compariſon of that meaſure, the pooreſt
beleevers ordinarily haven theſe dayes: God diſ.

penſeth not the ſpirit to fºre and ſingular men,
Prieſts and Prophets, and eminent Chriſtians
onely; but now I will poure out my ſpirit upon
Maids, and reung-men, upon all ſorts of Chri

|

ſtians.

rſ: 1. ... It is a matterofiuſt reproofe to any that now
live in the dayesofthe Goſpel, that areat this day
deſtitute of all the drops and ſparks of the ſpirit of
grace. Theſe are dayes in which God hath
ſaid he will poure out his ſpirit upon Courtiers,
upon buſie Tradefimen,&c. Now then conſider
what times we live in ; ſhall rivers of grace flow
from many poore Chriſtians, and ſhall nº.
rop

:
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drºp be ſprinkled on our ſoules; A wicked man
in the Landof wbrightneſſe, will not learne righte

ouſneſſe, Eſay 26.10. It is the chiefeſt happineſſe
for men in theſe dayes to live under meanes of
grace, yet a wicked man when all about him reliſh

of uprightneſſe, yet he will there doe wickedly,
and all this is, becauſe he will not behold the Majeſty
of the Lord, he thinks not that Chriſt is there;
conſider therefore any ſoule that cannot ſay, God
hath ſprinkled you at leaſt with the firſt fruits of
the ſpirit, there is a heavy curſe lies upon you.
Ezech,47.11. The impure places thereofſhall not be
healed : the waters that flow from the Sanétuary
are healing waters; the ſpirit of grace flowing

from Chriſt, is healing water to heale his people;
but ſuch creatures as ſtill live inſin, foaming out
mire and dirt to their ſhame, that content them

ſelves onely with the bleſfings of this life, they
are expoſed to an everlaſting barrenneſſe; ſo Eſay

32.11,13. as if he ſhould ſay, Every ſoule upon
whom the ſpirit of grace is not poured forth,
there growes upon them nothing but briers and
thermes. There is a double meaning of it,doe but
obſerve the beſt fruits of a naturall carnallman,

his beſt fruits are but as bryers and thornes. And
again, the beſt comforts he hath in this Land, their
trades,yoke-fellowes,&c. they are all but bryers
and thorns, they choke good things in us; there
fore let noſoule content it ſelfe in ſleighting the
Spirit of God. What an uncomfortable thing it
is, that ſo many trees of righteouſneſſe ſhould
grow on every ſide of us, and we onely barren
H 3
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and unfruitfull º Let thistherefore be tous alian
occaſion of ſearching diligently, whether we have
received the ſpirit of grace or no. Three ſorts of

things are ſaid to be poured forth; water, Eſay
44.3, oyle and fire, Eſay 42.25. Obſerve then, if
you have received the ſpirit, you have received it
as water, as oyle, as fire; Aswater, cleanſing you
from all your filthineſſe, Ezech.36.25. and ma

king of you fruitfull, Pſal. 1.3. If thou haſt recei
ved the ſpirit of grace like water, then thou haft
received ſome ſuch grace as cleanſeththy unclean

|

heart, and thou beginneſt to be fruitfull in the
wayes of grace; Or if ſometimes thou haſt been
ſcorched in thy conſcience with the fiery wrathof
God, and haft afterward found thy heart cooled
with experience of Gods favour, this is like wa
ter: Oriflike oyle, the ſpirit is poured out to heal
and binde up thy wounds, and to make thy heart
chearfull, Pfal. Hoà.15. Luke Io.35. Gracemakes 7
the countenance ſhine, Eccleſ.8.1. God hathac

-

quainted thee with his ſecret counſels, Aës 2.18.
If God hath warmed thee with experience of his
favours,andenlightened thee with the knowledge

of his will, thoumaiſt have comfortin thy condi
tion; but if now thy heartbeas unclean as ever,
if no more fitto offer up to God ſpirituall ſacrifi

ces thenever, thouart not ſo much as ſprinkled
with the ſpirit ofgrace.
What ſhall I then (ſay you), now ſet myſelfe
-

about ºf

Firſt, give diligent heed,and haveatender care.
to attend to the word of life; Come not to hº

-
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lo;

thºvoyce of a pleaſant ſinger, Ezech.33.31. but
come to the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, as the mi.
niſtration of the ſpirit;you'receive the ſpiritby the

hearing of faith preached, Gal.3.2, 5. Romants
IQ, I'7,
2

*what everkhown fins you have heretofore

lived in, abandon them, and then God will poure
outthe riches of his mercy upon you, Eſay 55.6,
7.6. Prov. 1.22. When you heareaſin reproved,
turn from it, and then he willpoure out his ſpirit
upon you.

3. Pray to the Father, and he will give youthe
holy Ghoſt, Luke 11.13.Now what afearfull caſe
is it, that a man ſhould live in a Congregation
where the ſpirit of grace is poured forth upon

many, and yet wee never to begge ſuch a bleſ
ſing? but continue knocking, and you ſhall re
ceive.

To exhort all the children of God to take heed Vſe 2.

of reſting in the firſt fruits of the ſpirit, or of ſtan
ding at a ſtay : for you live now in an age wherein

God not only ſhrinkles hisgrace,but poures it out;
Forget what is behinde, and endeavour after that
which is before, Phil.3.13, 14. He laboured more
then all the reſt, and yet I count not that I have at
tained. How ſhould we now be ready tothink,had

we but the grace of ſuch a choyce one as Paul
was, could webut be content in every ſtate, could

webut doe Gods will with joyfulneſſe,and labour
more then our brethren, might not we fit downe
and kiſſe our hands,and bleſſe our ſelves,and have

cauſe for ever to bleſſe God forthis large portion
H 4
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of grace? But Paul knew where he lived, and ſo
ſhould we. We are to be thankfull for the leaſt

meaſure ofgrace, but not to reſt ſatisfied with that
eſtate weare come unto: Yea,what ifa man could

pray like a Saint,preach like an Angel, exceed all
the Apoſtles of Chriſt; yet ſtill he might ſet
Chriſt before him fora pattern: we live now in an

age, thattheleaſt Chriſtian,after Chriſt his aſcen
ſon, hath reaſon to ſee and know more then Iohn

Baptiſt did.

-

For further encouragement hereunto, conſider
that place, Ezech. 47,3,4,5. It ſhewes you the
marvailous efficacy of the ſpirit of Grace in the
dayes of the Goſpel: Firſt a Chriſtian wades in
the rivers of God his grace up to the ankles, with

ſome good frame of ſpirit; yet but weakly, for a
man hath ſtrength in his ankle bones, CAtts 3.
and yet may have but feeble knees, Heb. 12.12.

So farre as you walk in the waters, ſo far are you
healed; why then in the next place,he muſt wade
till he come to the knees, goea thouſand Cubits,
a mile further, and get moreſtrength to pray, and
to walk on in your callings with more power and
ſtrength.
Secondly, butyet a man that wades but to the
knees, his loynes arenot drenched, for nothing is
healed but what is in the water. Now the affecti

ons of a man are placed in his loynes, God tries
thereines; a man may have many unruly affecti
ons, though he be padling in the wayes of grace;

he may walk on in ſome eavenneſſe, and yet have
many diſtcmpered paſſions, and may have

.

Callić . .

-
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cauſe to complaine of the rottenneſſe of his heart
in the fight of God: why then, thou haſt waded
but to the knees, and it is a mercy that thou art
come ſo farre; but yet the loynes want healing,
why,wade a mile further then ; the grace of God

yet comes too ſhallow in us, our paſſions are yet
unmortified, ſo as we know not how to grieve in
meaſure, our wrath is vehement and immoderate,

youmuſt therefore wade untill the loymes beegirt.
with a golden girdle;wadean-end,&thinkallis not
well untillyou be ſo deep,&by this you may take
a ſcantling, what meaſure of grace is poured out
upon you. And if thou haſt gone ſo farre, that
God hath in ſome meaſure healed thy affections,
that thoucanſt be angry and fin not,&c, it is well,
and this we muſt attain to. But ſuppoſe the loyns
ſhould be in a good meaſure healed, yet there is

more goes to it then all this; and yet when a man
is come thus farre, he may laugh at all temptati
ons, and bleſſe God in all changes: But yet goe
another thouſand Cubits, and then you ſhall
ſwimme, there is ſucha meaſure of grace in which
a man may ſwimme as fiſh in the water, with all
readineſſe and dexterity, gliding an-end, as if he
had water enough to ſwimmein; ſuch a Chriſti
an doth not creep or walk, but he runs the wayes
of Gods Commandements; what ever he is to doe

or to ſuffer he is ready for all, ſo every way dren
ched ingrace, as let Godturn him any way, he is
never drawn dry.
-

Thus we ſeenow what in theſe dayes God cals
us to ; we are now planted by the waters ; in
º

which ,

-
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which ſome Chriſtians wade to the ankles,(and be

we thankfull for that) ſome can but creep as it
were in the way of grace, and ſome it may be can

walk on with ſome ſtrength ; ſome have yet gone
deeper, till they be wholly drenched in grace,and
this ſhould weall labour after. But how may we
I.

attain to this large meaſure of grace :
Firſt, conſider the times youlive in ; we all be.
hold the glory of God with open face, and are
changed from glory to glory. Firſt therefore

look upon the Lord Ieſu Chriſt with open face in his
ordinances as in a glaſſe; you would think it an
excellent glaſſe, that a man could neverlookin it,
but it ſhewed him a deformity, and would heale
it; Now we may behold Chriſt in his Ordinan
ces; which that we may doe, we muſt come to
them with a trembling ſpirit. Obſerve,and you ſhall
findcit true, you ſhall never hearethe word with
atrembling heart, but you will goe home with an
humble heart, yougoea thouſand paces that Sab
bath, Eſay 66.2. If wetremble,fearing we ſhould

heare unprofitably, or not ſanétifie God in our
hearts,ſuch a look at Chriſt will healea thouſand

diſtempers in ſuch an heart. A bold impudent
heart thatcomes into Gods preſence will be dirty
andunclean ſtill: but God gives graceto the humble,

1 Pet, 5.5. Come in ſenſe of your inſuffciency to
profit, and come in ſenſe of the Majeſtyof the Lord
Ieſus,and you ſhall get ableſfing.
2. Looke at God in his Ordinances with a be

leeving eye; When a man ſees Chriſt in his Or
dinances, it will help him to mourne for
the

:
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defects and blemiſhes which the Goſpel diſcovers
to him, ſo it is in the Text. Looking at Chriſt
with an eye of faith doth heale mightily, it ſo
melts the heart with the ſenſe of its owne feeble

neſſe, that it begins to change the hard and ſtony
heart into mournefull teares: as they were healed
by looking at the braſen Serpent, Numb, 21.8,9.
fo we by mourning for Chriſt.
. Thirdly, Looke at Chriſt, as the Lord that

teacheth us to profit, Eſay 48. 17,18. Oh that thou
#adſ hearkened unto me, then ſhould thy peace have
beene like a flowing River;had we looked at Chriſt
as our Redeemer, he would have undertaken to

have taught us to profit, and then would the
peace of our conſciences and eſtates have beene
abundant, and our ſanétification had beene like

the waves of the ſea, and every wave greater then
other, till there had beene neither bankenorbot

tome; ſuch a looking at Chriſt would have chan
ged us from one grace to another.
And yet for a ſecond meanes, When you are
thus taught of God, then goeonin your upright
neſſe and cleanneſſe of heart in your whole con
verſation, ſo ſhall you wade deepe in the ſtreams
of grace, Ieh. 17.9. If therefore thou ſeeſt any un
cleanneſſe in thy heart, abandon it, and reſolve

with full purpoſe of heart againſtit, hold on your
way, and you will increaſe your ſtrength, Prov.
10.29. ſo a thron, 2. Io. The Lord will ſhew

himſelf ſtrong to all that are upright before him.
Gods eyes run to and fro in the Congregation, and
he mindsavery upright creature, and where hee
eſpies,

2 e.
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eſpies ſuch a ſoule, hee ſhewes himſelfe ſtrong
with him, ſo Eſay 40.31,32.
Fruitfulneſſe in growth, bring forth fruit in
Chriſt, it may be abranch of the former;upright
neſſe will draw you on to fruitfulneſſe, Ioh.15.2.
In ſpeciall wiſe looke to theſe.
Firſt, have a ſpeciall care to delight in Gods
Sabbaths; if you count the Sabbaths precious,
Godwill give you a delight in his houſe, Eſay 58.
-

3.

|

13,14. Eſay 26.4.to 7.

Secondly, have ſpeciall reſpect to family du
ties; bee helpfull to children and ſervants, for
that is a meanes to multiply Talents, Mat. 25.28,
29. This courſe Abraham tooke, Gen. 18.17, 18.
Thirdly, Be fruitfull in converſing with your

|

brethren, counſell them, and ſtir them up to good
wayes, and you ſhall find this will much increaſe

ſtrength in your ſelves. Barnaba, was a good man,
and full of the Holy Ghoſt; How doth that ap

peare? Hee exhorted them withful purpoſe of heart
to cleave unto the Lord, Aëts 11.23.24.
Fourthly, Be willing amongſt other graces to

grow in patience, and bee not put out of your pa
tience; whatever diſcouragement you meet with,

you will finde it a mighty helpe for growth in
grace, Col. 1.1o, 11. It will make you perfect and
intire, lacking nothing, 1am.1.4, Let not patience,

by anything be diſturbed; any one a&of patience
when it is put toit, will ſet you a thouſand paces
forward. Youtherefore that would wade on in

the paths of gracetill you would ſwim therein,be
ſure to maintainetheſe graces lively in you.

.
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Auſwillpoureuponthshowſ ºf Doidoc
Here is yet one note more fré theſe
ſubjećts upon whom the Spirit of

ºlº grace is powred forth, who were %,
§ theſe: The houſe of David, and the º,

ºSeº Inhabitants of Ieruſalem;Were they

A%

7.

º

32.×

not thoſe that pierced Chriſt, that killed the Pro-ºº:
phets, and ſtoned them, the ſame men that lived

*…

in that Age, of whom our Saviour ſaid, That all ... , 4-athe innocent blood of the Prophets that hath beene (2.2.2.

Jhed.ſhall be required ºf that generation.Mat:23.35. 2.......A.2.2
A generation of whom S. Paul ſaid, that the Zazº,

Wrath of God was come upon them to the utmoſt,
1 Theſ2. 16. A People whom S. Peter cals, CA
froward Generation, JAás 2.40. Whoſe froward

neſſe Paul doth fitly expreſſe, 1 Theſ2.15. They
have bothpierced and killed the Lord of life,andper-

-

---

ſecutedas, God they pleaſed not, and are contrary to
all mem: Now theſe are the men,and we ſtand and

wonder at it, of whom the Text ſaith, I willpoure . . .

upon them a ſpirit of prayer and of ſupplication ;
Hence obſerve:

-

-

That God doth ſometimes poure out the Spirit of Deft, 9.
grace, upon the moſt bleedy, and moſt hayneus, and
moſt

%. and moſt prophane, and moſt abomi.

nableſinners. ,
Such
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Such as have pierced Chriſt, and killed the
Lord of life, that had excommunicated him, and

all that call upon him and profeſſe his name; they
at whoſe hands the blood of all the Prophets was

to be required,&c. Men that expreſly curſe them
ſelves to the nethermoſt hell, thoſe that were

mad againſt Chriſt; upon theſe very men will
God poure out a Spirit of grace and ſupplication; :
and left you ſhould thinke this to be peculiar to
the Jewiſh Nation onely, reade 1 Cor. 6.9,10,11.

such were ſome of you, ſuch as all theſe, but yet are
waſhed, and ſančified, &c. by the Spirit of our God,
that is, by this Spirit of grace poured out upon
them, ſome of all theſe ſorts, and ſome that had
them alltogether, the worſt that you could name

under the Sun, and ſuch were ſome of ſou? But are
you ſo ſtill? No, Batye are now waſhed. So you
ſee, the Spirit of grace maybe poured out upon
ſuch as have beene Idolaters, Adulterers,&c. No

table is that ſpeech of Paul to Titus, concerning
Cretians his Countrymen, Titus I. 12, 13. The
words are very elegant in the Originall: They

were alwaies lyers, given to beeſtly courſes, ſluggiſh
in anything that was good; Now thinke you that
evertheſe baſe ſpirited people ſhould come on to

be good Chriſtians: yet, rebuke them ſharply, that
they may be ſound in the faith; a ſignethe Apoſtle
was not hopeleſſe of their eſtate: So Eſay 1.10.

Heare this ye Princes of Sedom, and ye peºple of Go-.
marrah,&c. To what purpoſe dee you come before me,
and your hands are full of blood; yet notwithſtan

ding, ver, 16. 17. Waſh you, make you cleane,
*

.
3/70/3

ofthe Spirit.

-

111

-

then came andlet us reaſon together ; ſo wonderfull
is the grace of God: let him ſpeake to men that
know him not ſo much as the Lºſſe his owner, ſach

as rebelled more and more when he chaffened them,
ſuch rhoſe hands were full of blood; yet let but ſuch
as theſe come & waſh themſelves, Ceaſe to do evil,
and learne to doe well, and them all theſe ſcarlet crim

ſon ſins ſhall be as ſhow. But of all the preſidents in
this kind, Cºmanaſſes ſeemes to me to exceed them
all, A man 2 Chron. 33. 2. that gave himſelfe to
Witchcraft, teſhed innocent blood,and yet notwith

ſtanding, ver, 12. In his diffreſſe he ſºught the Lord,
and humbled himſelfe greatly, and the Lord was in
treated of him, which you would wonder at.
Therefore ſometimes God pouresforth his grace
upon ſuch as are abominable and bloody ſinners;
what hope thinkeyee were thereofa mansſalva
tion, when hee rejećts the Go D of his ſalva
tion, there is no name under Heaven to bee ſa

ved by, but the nameof Chriſt, C46s 4.12. and
if we put out his name, where ſhall wehave ſal
yet theſemendid ſo,
ſoi: ſaith of

#:

;

imſelfe, 1 Tim.1. 13. I was 4 blaſphemer, an im- 2'

jurious perſºn, a man that did another hurt with

* ,
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ſcathe and ſcorne; ſuch an one was Paul, yet ſee ſºcce”. 2”.
how wonderfull God brings matters about, Aës 2, .22, , , , ,

9.12. Rehold! now he praye; Well might Godput,..., 2%. an Ecce unto it, a Behold; He that was before4

7

blaſphemer, aperſecuter; beholdſ he is nowfallen 4
praying, and he will never give over praying, till

he heare ſome word of mercy in the pardon of
his ſins: ſo that God doth ſometimes poure out
-

-

-

Rivers

-

.**
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Rivers of grace, not onely upon thoſe whoſe

frame of ſpirit hath beene more civill, but upon
thoſe who have deſpiſed the holy One of Iſrael;
they that before knew not what prayer meant,
ſhall now pray and mourne bitterly.
It is double, Firſt, to magnifie the name of
God, Where ſinne hath abounded, there grace hath
-

Reaſ. 3e

abounded much more, Roºm. 5. 20. God will ever

give this honour to his grace, hee will never have
it ſaid but that there is more grace in him to for

give,thengraceleſneſſein us to deſtroy ourſelves;
never can aman be ſo empty of grace, but God is
able to fill him: and this reaſon is mentioned,

1 Tim.1.13,14:16. The grace ºf God was exceeding
abundant towards me; It had been too little to have
ſaid, the grace of God was enough for mee, but,

the grace of God was abundant above my wicked
neſſe ; and if that were too ſtrait a word, tº was
exceeding abundant towards me;and this hath God

done unto me, Toſhtwupon me an example of long
ſufferance, to all that hereafter ſhall believe on his
name: not a ſingular example,ſuch as never ſhould
be the like, but that all might ſee, there is an ex

ceeding abundance ofgrace in God. Itis a ſtrange
expreſſion that of Balaam, Numb.23.23. There is
againſt Iacob; It ſhall bee
no Inchantment or
faid of Iſrael what God hath wrought. Balaam and
the Devill cannot prevaile againſt them, becauſe

{...",

it may be ſaid, What God hath wrought.

-

, And ſofor a ſecond branchofthis firſt Reaſon;

God hath not onely a purpoſe to magnifie his
owne grace, butto magnific the value and wº
O.
-

-

of the Spirit.
of Chriſts blood, if it had been ſufficient onely to
have ſaved honeſt orderly men, it had not come
neare the value and vertue that is in it, but when

it is ſprinkled upon deſperate ſinners, the bloud
of Chriſt is able to waſh them away, 1 Iohn I.7.

No ſinne, ſetting aſide the ſinne againſt the holy
Ghoſt, but it will cleanſe us from it, and that
ſcornes to be ſprinkled with it, Heb. 19.29. Sins of
ignorance and of infirmity, of preſumption and
blaſphemy,yet even thoſeſins the blood of Chriſt
will ſearch to the bottome; it was by the vertue
of this blood,that David was cleanſed, Pſal.51.7.
Purge me with hyſſope ; there is an emphaſis in his
own perſon, that ſpeaks it, purge me, me, whoſe
hands are full of blood, Ithat am ſtained with ſuch

beaſtly,groſſe,and filthy lewdneſſe, Ithat have gi
ven ſcandall to Religion, evenme, Lord purgeme,
and I ſhall be cleane. Thus there is a value and
vertue in Chriſts blood, to waſh away even roa

ring deſperate ſins, and to make ſuch white as
ſnow.
And for a third branch of this reaſon. God in

tended to magnifie the mighty power of the holy
Ghoſt, the ſpirit of grace here ſhed abroad into
the hearts of theſe men. The spirit breathes where
it lifteth, 1ohn 3.8. If he take pleaſure to breathe
in a man, there is nothing can hinder him, it will
blow upon the moſt noyſome dunghill in any
place, and be never a whit the more defiled, and
he is not onely free, but mighty and powerfull
through God to caſt down every high thought, 2 Cor.
10.4,5. The preaching of the Goſpel by the

hº
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of the ſpirit is able to break the hard and ſtony .
heart,to cleanſe the moſt prophane ſpirit.
There are yet ſome other reaſons that move
Godhereunto as he hath reſpect to the enlarge
ment of the hearts of his people: as, firſt, that he

might enlarge the hearts of his people to an abun
dant meaſure of the love of God, and of the bre

thren, that he might ever keep alive avein of bro

therly love, and a child-like enlarged loveto him
ſelfe, he will have ſome of all ſorts inevery age,
that ſhall ſtill be comming in unto his grace, of

the moſt notorious ſinners under the Sun. Mary
Magdalen a notorious harlot, yet ſhe comes and
expreſſes much loveto our Saviour,and this teſti
mony our Saviourgives of her, She loves much,
becauſe much is forgiven her, Lake 7.47. God
meanes to have much love from ſome of his ſer

vants, others may ſtrait it with him, but God will
have ſome, that out of much ſenſe ofthe much

miſchiefe they have wrought in the dayes of

their vanity, ſhall love him abundantly; (for
pardoning them) when it comes to the triall, they
who have but a little forgiven them, will lovebut
a little, but they who have much forgiven them

will love much. And ſo alſo God delights much
in the ſavorofan abundant ſpirit of love amongſt
Chriſtians one towards another; he would have

ſome not to be put out of their love, notwithſtan
ding all the diſtempers of their brethren, and it is
meet it ſhould be ſo for the honour of his owne

Grace. Paulthough he is called a mover of ſediti
ºn, apeſtilent fellow, yet he is not diſtempered,The .
love

Tº

ofthe Spirit.
lºve of Chriſt conſtraines him, 2 Cor. 5.11,14. Hee
bad known the terror of the Lord in his owne ſpirir,
and he could not hold off his hands from perſwa

ding mento avoidit: ſo as if any ſhould ſay, What
need he be ſo forward to expoſe himſelfe to ſuch

diſeſtimation: why, the love of Chriſt conſtrai
ned him, he knew Chriſt had forgiven him, that
had been a deſperate ſinner, and being filled with
the love of God himſelfe, he could not hold

where ever he came, but as much as in him lay
endeavoured the ſalvation of all, he knew that

they did not knowtheterrorofthe Lord : So Da
vid, if God would reſtore to him the joy of his ſal
ºvation, them would he teach the wicked his wayes,and
ſinnersſhould be converted to him,Pſ.51.13,14.The
lovehe received of God ſhould refleå upon all
wicked men, Shew all meekneſſe to all men, for

ourſelves intimepaſt ſerved divers luſts, and of
his mercy he hath ſaved us; Let us therefore in all
meekneſſeinſtruct thoſe that are contrary minded,
2 Tim.2.25. Iohn it is likely had not muchforgi
ven him, when he would havefire come down from
heaven upon the Samaritanes, Luke 9.53, 54. He
came very young to Chriſt, ſome conceive he
was notabove ſeventeen yeares old, and he lived
till a hundred yeares after Chriſt, and he was not
yet defiled with luſts and the world,and therefore
ſee how little love he expreſſes when he is croſt,
but he being reproved, I doubt not but he repen
ted, and afterward none breathed out aſpirit of
lovemere then Iohn did; In all his Epiſtles you
reade little elſe, but either dire&ions or mo
I 2 .
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tives to brotherly love. So Paul to the Galati

ans, chap.4.12,16. Te have not injuried me at all;
he wasfull of the ſpirit of love, 1 Theſſ.2.7. Wee

aregentle among you, as a Nurſe over her children;
ſhe hath many weary times with them, yet ſhe is

gentletowards them, and ſo ought we to be one
towards another.

Reaſ 2.

That ſo God might thereby inlarge the hearts

of his owne people to humility in doing his will,

and to patience in ſuffering it, that they mightne
veropen their mouthesto any arrogancy of ſpirit
in doing any homely ſervice, EXºk, 16.48, 51,60.
to 63. that if ever after they did any good duty,

they ſhould never be proud of it, and if putto any
meane ſervice, not think themſelves too good for
it: had not God intended you great mercy, you
had neverknowne what mercy had meant, and

therefore now you muſt for ever walk humbly
and carry the ſhame ofit in your faces, and never
murmure with God any more; and that youmay
ſo doe, God will ſhew you an abundant mercy.

Leaſt of all the Apoſtles, I Cor. 15.9. Leaſt of all
Saints, Eph 3.8. Chiefe offinners, 1 Tim.1.15, he
remembers his former wicked life, and therefore.
thinks himſelfe leſſe then any. God bids Anawias
talk no more of what he had been,for he ſhall ſuf

fer many great things for my Names ſake. God
will ſometimes ſhew great mercy to greatſinners,
becauſe they muſt ſuffergreat evils for his Names
ſake. They have #. things to ſuffer, and there
fore they had need of greathumility and patience.
I Cor.4.12.15,16, he ſuffers much,and takesall in
good

ſ
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good part, becauſe God hath done ſo much for
him; ſo the Prodigall. Now no more worthy
to be called thy ſon, Luke 15.18. The other bro
ther, if the Father croſſe him, he ſoloures, that he
will neither eatenor drink with them; he that had
but little forgiven him,he is apt to take offence for
every occaſion, but the Prodigall would now be
content to bean hired drudge.

-

Further,they are inlarged to much fruitfulneſſe
in their courſe : there is no more ready way to
makeyou a fruitfull Chriſtian, then to have run a
lewd courſe of life,and in the end to have our wils

ſubdued,and brought to the knowledge of Chriſt:
ſuch a ſoule as hath been fruitfull in ſin, is after

wards as fruitfull in the wayes of righteouſneſſe.
So Paul, I Cor. 15.9, Io, as if the grace of Gºd had

been beſtowed in vaine upon Paml, if he had not
done more ſervice then the reſt of the Apoſtles ; and
I think the words will beare it, he compares his

labours, to the labours of all other the Apoſtles,
put all their labours in one ballance, and Pauls in
another, and yet,not more then any one of them;
which was much for a man that had been a Pha
riſee, an hypocrite, a malicious enemy of the
Church; for him to have learned ſo much Religi

on, as any one of them in ſo ſhort a time, it had
been a largegrowth,but yet his labours was more
then the labours of them all; as if Paul who had

done more wickedly thentheyall,ſhould not now
be more ingrace and godlineſſethen they all; the
grace of God had beene beſtowed upon him in
vain. Athing is thenin
whenitis
-

-

-

-
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ted ofits end; when God beſtowes great grace
on great finners, he intends they ſhould bring in
more ſervice to his will, and comfort to his peo
ple, then a dozen of other men; if he exceed not a
dozenothers in fruitfulnes,his grace is but in vain.

Pſ. 1.

To reprove that deſperate diſcouragement,
ſometimes found in the hearts of ſome ſinfull

men, that looking back at their former oathes and
drunkenneſſe, &c. and what their preſent corrup
tions are, they begin to conceive they ſhall never .
over-maſter ſuch diſtempers, it is impoſſible God.
ſhould ever ſhew mercy upon ſuch wretches as
they are; and thereupon they begin to lay all care

†. now they are hardnedin fin,they have got:
ten ſuch aſcarlet die, as it is impoſſible their ſins.

fhould ever be waſhed away; and therefore take

up caims deſperate concluſion, goefrom the pre
ſence of God,and ſay, Myſins are greater thenian
beforgiven, Gen. 4. 13, 16. But doſt thou think
that thy heart is more ungracious, then the God

of heaven is gracious? hath thy fins deſerved a

greater puniſhment then the blood of Chriſt is of
value to make atonement forthee : is thy heartſo

-

high, that God cannotlay.it low: be not ſo deſpe
rate as to ſtand ſo aloofe off from the grace of
Chriſt, make not ſuch deſperate concluſions as
theſe be; you find ſuch inclinationstothe world,

but is not he that made the world, greater then
the world: indeed if you ſtill goe on in that
courſe, becauſe you think it is deſperate, and goe
not about to amendit, you will live to ſee the day,
that others, that have run as deſperate a courſe
as ,
you,
a

*

*
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you,and have had as proud hearts as yours be,and
God hath humbled them,you ſhall ſee it,but ſhall
not taſteofit, 2 Reg.7.19. Lay downe therefore
all ſuchthoughts as ever you deſire to honour the

grace of Chriſt.
-

To every ungodly ſoule, to ſtirre up himſelfe Pſe 2.

for the obtaining of the ſpirit of grace; for it ſhall
be poured out upon ſuch as have pierced Chriſt,
a bloody ſcornfull generation: remember there.

fore,that diſeaſethat hathbeen cured, or is cura
bleinone, is not incurable in another, that which
hath been done, maybe done againe, as long as
the ſame Phyſitian lives. If thou haſt been an

Idolater, an Adulterer,&c. what if any,yea,what
if alltheſe? why, ſuch were ſome of you; but
yearewaſhed, and why may not we? What if
you have been given to Witch-craft? what if
thou haſt been a Blaſphemer?

Manaſſes and

Paul were ſuch, and yet the grace of God was ex
ceedingabundanttowards them; ſo that unleſſe

youcan make your eſtates worſe then ever anyes
was, delay the time no longer, but wraſtle with
God for grace.
. .
.
... But that none may be hardened in his preſump
--

-

tion, let me ſay: Firſt, if you have been greater
ſinners then others, make account you will
ſtand in need of greater mercy then others:

and therefore intreat God for tender mercy, Pſal.
5 I.I.2.

. .

, - .

.

.
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Secondly, that thou wiltſtand in need of grea
ter humiliation then othermen, ſo Manaſſes hum

bled himſelfegreatly, 2 chron, 33.12. Great ſins
-

I 4

-

muſt

12o.
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muſt have great humiliations; Paul fell downe
trembling, Adis 9.6. The Jailor comes in trem
bling, Catts 16.29. But yet this I ſay, I hadras.
ther ninety nine hypocrites ſhould goete hell with pre
ſumption, then one poore ſinner fallſhort of heavenfor
want of conſolation: Yet there muſt ever be ſo
much humiliation as makes ſin moſt bitter, and
Chriſt moſt ſweet, 1er.2.19.

You ſay, How ſhall I hate fin,as ſin:
Firſt, thou hateſt all ſinne, as well gainfull and

pleaſurable fins, as any thouhaſt leaſt benefit by,
A&# 19.19. When thou hateſt ſin, as it is a diſho

nour to God, and a piercing of Chriſt, and a cru
cifying him, Pſal, 51.5. . . . .
-

2. Thou hateſt ſin as fin; Ifthoubeeſtgrieved
for fin, not as it is grievous to thy conſcience, and
an amazement to thy ſpirit, but as it is loathſome
and filthy in the fight of God; when thou canſt

abhorre thy ſelfe for ſin, Iob 42.6. A mantakes up
a coale and feelsit hot, and throws it down again;
not becauſe it is black, and ſo might defile him,
but becauſe it is hot, and ſo might burn him; ſo
many a man begins to lay down his ſin, becauſe it

is too hot; God begins to ſpeak wrath to his con
ſcience; ſo it was with ludas: But he that truly
leaves ſin, not becauſe it brings him horrour and

anguiſh, but becauſe it is filthy in the fight of
God, Ezra 9.8.

3. Thou muſt be content to take great paines
with thy ſoule, in the uſeofall good meanes: It is
not ſmall paines will ſerve the turne, but you muſt
uſe great diligence. Ifacloth be foully ſtained, it
1S

-
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is not a little rinſing in cold water that will get it
out, but it will take much rubbing, batting, and
ſcouring; it is not a few teares, but waſhing
throughly that you muſt looke for, Pſal.51.2.10.
* 4. You will ſtand in need of no ſmall patience to

wait long; you muſt be content to wait long upon
God,whohath beene ſopatient to wait long upon
you; and though it be all your dayes, and though,

you ſhould neverſee peace in this world, yet ſay
it is enough, if you may but ſee grace and favour
towards you, before you depart hence and be no
more ſeene,though it bebut at the laſt gaſpe,ifbut
then you may find mercy, think that you are gra
ciouſly dealt withall, Ioh.14.14. I will wait and

looke for the God of my ſalvation, Micah 7.7.9:
You muſt beare allºthings patiently, yeathe diſ
couragements that ſhall befall you; and youthat
have friends and kindred in this condition,beyou
the more humbled for them, by how much the

leſſe they are humbled in themſelves.
Of exhortion to every ſoule that hath found it
-

ſelfe in a wofull caſe; if thouhaft found thy ſelfe
in a deſperate caſe, by reaſon of thy fin, and the,
grace of God afterwards hath abundantly beene’
poured forth upon thee; then learne to ſee what

God requires of you. Firſt, you ſhould for ever
glorifiethe rich grace of God, and for ever mag
nifiethe value and vertue of Chriſts blood. Time

was, when Davids bones were broken, Pſal.51.8.
and all the comfort of his ſoule ſhattered to
pieces, and doth God now ſhew David mercy?

Then all my bones ſhalſay, Lord who is likewnto thee?'
Pſal.35.10.

-

You
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You whom God hath forgiven much , hee

lookes for much love from you. How love I the
Lord? What ſhall Irender to him for all his bene

fits: Pſal. 116.1,2... How ought wee to love the
Lord Jeſus, to grow in humility, and never thinke .
much to bee expoſed to any diſcourteſie for his
names ſake? take paines with your brethren, by
how much the Lord hathtaken paines with you;
if God hath forgiven you great finnes, remember
and conſider it, that God hath done all this in

vaine for you, ifnow if new youdoe not more ſer
vice to God then a dozen other Chriſtians, that

never knew what ſuch ſins were, as you have
committed; if you bee not more humble, more

fruitfull, more patient, and more forwardin every
good dutie then others be, you walke unworthy
of the mercy you have received, and therefore

it behoves you, as you would not receive the
grace of God invaine, ſoto be much more abun
dantin the workedfthe Lord, you muſt be filled

with all the fruits of righteouſneſſe to the glory
and praiſe of God, and the good of your brethren.
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