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- ' Firft, for the rootgof it;itis alife; Ihve,yc: not
I, but Chnﬁ inme.
. Secondly, In the flicfh, in his mortall bod
. Thirdly, Hc fhews you the.inftrument of this
hxs hfe, Falth in Chrift Jefus , which though hee
five in his mortall body,yet hxs life is not a carnall
and COFSUPL. life, but ahfc oF€hnﬁ Chrm lives -
ihhxm. ot
- So thatm tgefe fhort words pf t{)c tcxt Iam cru-
~ cified with Chrift nevertheléffe I five 5 you have
fet forth, boththelife and death ofa Chnthan. ,
oA erﬁn juftifed by Chrift i erucified with
g Chrift, for Panl {peakes. in-the name of all that
‘ fecke for rightcoufnefle by, Chnﬁ > vr17. the
noteisevident from the words. -
~ To bee crucified with Chn& implics two
things. Firft, to have fellowfhip with Chrift in
his d cath fee it manifeft: and we arefaideo have .
Fcllowﬂnp with Chift 18 his death; 3 in three re-

Fxr[t In rcgard of the wlae of hxs dcath thc
mtnt, pricey and sanfomy of his death, whichie
oo _made and paxd for us ; he offered up- himfelfe to
Abrs takeaway the fins of man) Heb. 9. 28. fothat by
the propitiation and atonement he made for us,
our fins are taken away , Rom.3.24,25. and you
_ know when God fpeakes tothe foulg, humbled
by the voyce of a Mcffenger, oneof athoufadd,
to declare to man, where his rlghteoufneﬂ'c isto
" behad; God will fay , Deliver bims , for Lhave
Jound a uxﬁm[ for him , Jobs 33, 23,24. fothat’
thcrc isno poor¢ foulg that finds :a° ranfoxéj by
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The bfe of Faith 35y

A'Chri&,A but it is as much as if he had paid it hir‘n-A -

- Aelf. Mat.20.28.The fonof man .cm%iw his life

Arapfomfodrics ‘hedems e
g iSéfco:ﬁl) y, wearefaidto l(:v‘?fcllowﬂ)ip with
~ Chrift in his death, in refpect of the verswe of it;
his death doth not onely pardon, but in fome
" méafure crucifié, fotharcthe body of fin in us is
crucified by the death of the Lord Jefus Chrift,
according to that Rem.6.6. Our old’man is cruci-
fied with Chrift, that the body of death may be
deftroyed in us, that henceforth we- fhould no
longer ferve fin s Gal. 5.24. A5 many asaremr
Chrifis, have cracified the flefo with the affections
and lafgﬂr; So that now by vertue of thecrucify- 7+ ' . .
ing of the Lord Jefus, all our finfull lufts are mor- vy
?‘;- fied, fo g thaft_tw‘: :}rei:fomc mcaf('tilrﬁ ftruck ‘fo u{:&a__
~ from putting forth fuchsvigour andiftrength
aﬁ'c&ilc’m toganyworldly comfort, as bcfogrc wcﬂ? m{:}'& fﬁ‘t

. did. Inrefpe& of which, it is faid Gal.6.14. Go

orbidwe fhould glory in any thing, [avein the croffe.
{f‘cl:riﬁ,jzbtreg t a’v‘orlZl % cridﬁed tome, m%t -
wnto thewerld. Thefegoodly buildingsand Pala-
ces are not the things he fets his heart upon,there
is not here lefta ftone upon a ftone, no more tri-

- umphing in fuch comforts as thefe bes and this
Jokn Baptift waswont to preach; thae sl flefb wae
graffe, and allthe glory thereof but asthe flower of
tbe({ield.’ This is becaufe of the fpirit of bondage
and mortification, breathing upon them, Efay 40.
6,7,8. Thus we draw vertue: from Chrift cruci-

fying and miortifying our lufts, fofarreas they are
unfetled and carrted iriording.tcly afterany worlil-
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ly comfort: Indeed God hath allowed all the
comfottabldgood things of this lifeto them that

obey and lovethe truth, 1 Tim.4.3,4.5. Bt yet

{0, asthat in refpe@t of the Rrength and vigour of
-our affe@ions, we {3y, Whew kave 1in beaves bus
‘thee ? Pfal73.35. »

Thirdly, A _jultified peifon hatly feltowfhip

with Chriftinthe /iketeffe of his deith 5 for that
Pavi doth extecdingly defire and longafter, PAil.

3.10, Icounted all thingsloffe, not onely thac I

_might be found in him as juftificd by fairlrinhim,
butthat he mﬁcnowmépm of his Refarre-

wihip of his fuffering, «ad bre_
made conformable to hic death, meaning ehar as
Chrift did fuffer, fo he might feele Chrit inall

‘his fufferings, and that his owne fufferings mighe

be conformable to his death, acrording to 2 Cor.

410, Lheare abent in my kedy 1he dying of the

Lard Iefus 5 he meanesthar he did continually-ex-
pofe him{elfe to fuch kinde of fufferings, as his
calling led him o, that as Chyift dyed for him, fo
he dies for Chrift i chis world. Allkis affli@tions
were fome kinde af referblance of the fofferings
of the Lard Jefus; fo 2 man is parfaker with
Chrift in the fellowthip of his fufferings, ¢ Per.4.
12,13,14. When 2 man is brought on ro '
trialls, or aay othez affliGion if this world, then is
he partaker of thefufferings of Chrilf; Tor though
it be true,a Chriftiancannot fo carry hisfufferings
asin fome things tobe like Chrit, yer in fotae
others he may, o

- There. be two things in Chrifts fufferings,
o : ‘wherein-
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wherein weare not like unto him. The one is
that he fuffered the wholemaledi®ion or/curfe g |
that was due to us fof out fins, now the curle of fhat: - |
Godisremoved, and nowthey come aspledges v A
of Gods Fatherly Jove fo healethe corruption of ,// ‘#£2.5,
out nature, and to perfedt the worke of faith '244

inus. - L,

- Theotherls, that Chrift in his fufferings made

Tatisfaction £t the Father for the fins ofal] the

people of God 5 he gave hislifea ranfome. /o #5772
. Thisis-pottobe found in our fufferings. But
yet three things there be, in which we have fel-

- lowfhip withi:Chrift inall our fafferigs, when

we fufteras Chriftians. .

.- Fir@,in refpet of the canfz of our lofferings
That look as Chrift fuffered for righteoufneffe
fake, fowe muftnot fufferasevill doers ; for to
fuffer g5 an.evill doer, is oppofed to the fufferings
of Chrift,in that place of Peter aforenamed , we
muftagree inthis, both to fuffer without caufe in
refpe@of man : There'is caufe-why Chrift fhould

~ fuffer,as havingour fins upon him,and there s rea-

fon why we fhould fuffer chaftifement for our fins

- from the hand of God, but in refpe& of man, it

muft be without caufe. : L
« Secondly;there muft bealikenefle in the mamwer - .
of our fufferings: as Chrift fuffered meekly andps- v\

‘tiemsly, Efay 53.7. fo ought we patiently withoue

murmusing; yea andjoyfully, Hebr.12.4. Losking ro
smtolefws the Amhor andfinifher of odr faith,” - - . ¢
. Thardly, There nmuft be a likeaeffe inche fruits E L
of our fufferings; look -as Chrift learned obedi- .

. S 2 - ence.
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" _enceby it,fo muft we, Heb.5.7. T/ny‘érz‘ﬁ forshh

.

the quies fruit of righteoufne(fe,Heb,13.11.Thus are
we ?’:;txd £ be crucified with bhriﬁsby having fel-

. lowfhip with him in his death.

Now in the fecond place, we have fuch fel-
lowthip with Chrift in his death, asisa kinde of
crucifying, which implies three things. o
- Firft,crucifying youknow was a lingring déat /),
they were many houres g dying, fainting, and pi-

* hing away ; though Chrift was foonc dead ,

yet fowere not the other; and it implies thus
much, That wein our fufferings thall have a lin-

ring work of it, wearing, and wafting, and con-
%umingof us, till in the end we lay downe our
headg in Gods peace. & Cor.15.31. I diedailysnot-
withftanding all the comforts I have-in Chrift,
the fupportance and confolation I meet wwith; yet
I take them towitneffe, I die dayly : “Corniption
dayly dyed in him, elfe he could not fo rejoyce
in his fufferings ; the outward man dyingddayly,
and the inward man renued day by day, he had-a
lingring death of his lufts, not but that he ha-
fted afrer a fpeedy fubduing of his lufts, but
ycf:_t. at the beft hee bad but a lingring worke
of it. | '

- Secondly, crucifying was counted «» aairﬁd :

death3 now the curfe is removed, but yet becaufe

God wouldhaveus drink ofthe sup,we fhall tafte

of the bitternefle ofit, inche mortification of fin,
Efay 38.17. God fprinkles our- afflittions man

times with much bitternefle, andall tothis end, -
that fin might be more and more bitterto us, and

we

/;’a‘|
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The life quaith.i . 261

we more weaned from our fufts, and prepared for

a better life ; mortification many times puts us to
muchanguith, No sffliction isjoyosus for she prefent; -

Heb.12.11. . g .

Thirdly, crucifying was a fhamefull death, {pe-
ciallyamong the Romanes, which was without
the gase, as if they were not worthy to livein the

~ fellowfhip of any place ; fo was Chrift crucified,

\\I,I;k 13.12,13.And therefore,if we would be par-

takers with himin his death, we muft be content
to bee thruft out of the gate; and henceit is,
that the world reproacheth us, and counts Chri-
ftian profeifiomra difgracefull way, and the more
likeunto Chrift itis, the more loathfome:it -is to
the world 5 let us therefore goe forth and bear his

reproach. ’ .
. "Now for the reafons of the point.

_. Ixis taken from Gods acceptance of Chriﬁ asR“_ﬁ I.
of 4 publique perfon in his death and fufferings;he |

died notto and for himfelf,but theLord hathlaid.
upon ‘him the iniquities of us all, Ef4y 53.56. He
was woundedfor our. sranfzrefiions, and by bis firipes
we. are healed 5 and ‘God mi%h'f: fitly impute our:

iniquities unto him, ‘and his

ufferings to us, in:

refpe that he made him the head of his Church,:

the Saviour of his body, Ephefis.23. Chriftis,

the- Savigur of his my#fticall. body, by becom-.

ming, the head of his Church: So looke as-

- the head fuffers, all the members fuffer ;. fo God.

making Chrift our head, he fuffering, we fuffer-
T e et

‘
[
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St TR PV SO CRI I RS
is takenfrom the powerofithe fpiritof Chrifty Reaf. 2.
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 which by bis death he hath purchafed and procu; |

red for us from the.curfe of the Law, that we

~ might findé¢ the promife of the {pirit through faith

in him,Gal.3.13,14. fothat we now receiving the
fpirit of Chrift fromthe deathof Chrift, hence

_ itis that we are. made conformable to his death

for the fame {piric of Chrift that raifed him up
from the dead, doth alfo quicken our mertall bo-
dics, Row.8.13. Andthe fame fpirit by which he
dicd,doth mortifie fin inus,Romi6.6.Hence is that
{peech, The old manis crucified in us, the migh-
ty power of Chrift working a {pirlt of mortifica-
tion in usy that {pirit mortificsthe pride of ogr

~ hearts,the vanity of our mindes, the hiypocrifie of

our {pirits, the rebellion of our natures, and crof-
feth the principallffpof our affections to the pro~
fits and pleafures of this world, and all from the

“power of the fpirit of the Lord Jefus , ‘apply-

ing the efficacy of the death of Chrift to our
foules, and thus are we made like unto Chrift in
fuffering. : I
. Temay firfk ferve to take away a fcandall that:
many times is caft upon the Do&triac of Juftifica-
tion by faith, imputing to it licedtionlneffe, and’
opening a doore to liberty to all fin ; thecommon
oﬁ:&iéa of Rapifts againft this Doétrine, who

~ deeobje, as the falle Apofties did,but the AY’Q--
o

ftle coavinces the falthood of fich an Qbje&

by many rcafons. There is no man feeks righte-
oufneflt by Chrift, byt hedefiroyes the.body of
fin; no man partakesdh Juftificationby Chrit,but

- “heiserucifisd with Chritand if we therefore be

<

juifed
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- Juftificd by Faich in Chrift Jefus, there s 0o man /4 7.2 Zolssoes

2

.pdint that concernes the peace of every .mags.

weaned frorm fin, morethenfuch men, no man GhplstFaw
more weaned from the things of this world, notsecaecrs e o Airpr.
foranch, as he that is juftificd by faich in Chrit 4257 Mo slel
Jefus ;no man hath fellowfhip with Chrift in his 750, v er in
death pardoning his fin, but he hath fellowthip 4., A rslea.
with him alfo pwrging him from fin, fochac here-, émﬁwm
inf 'th;i Ap[ot{geaputs ‘gn anfwer mﬂo the mouth-

 all’ juftified petfons,  againft that cavilly, 2.
gaiinﬁ‘this Doérine of Juftification by faith inff:fcm /;

/%7076!4/ MA/”UL{:‘ |

|
Fift, e chy Qoronricoma (et G hotol e %r.g?;féﬁ”
. ‘Irisafigneof tryall, to ktiow whether any of 712, |
ugbe juftified by faith in the Lord Jefus,the main v

n

foule 3 It is that great cafe of conlcience,in which

whofoever is not refolved, he knowes nothing of .
con{cienceor of Religionas he ought toknow,and

the- Apoftles word herein is very emphiaticall;

Secking for tighteoufnefle. Thou. fhalt know it ,,
by this; So many as feekto be juftified by Chrift, '
they are crucified with Chrift: Well then, are defc o

- thoualiveto all thy Jufts; the ftrengrhof thy fpi-

rit goes an-end with all thy lufts furcher then the e actig  f
Law reftraines thee not, there is ne luft but ;houwbu%"
ftrongly affe@eft it, whetheritbe pride, orvaine ; '
fathions, or worldlineffe, or whatéver 'clfe,/ %"" @ qS

and fo youmaytry it by all the former things de £
livered. ‘ s g8 a W""Qm

" It may ferveto teach Chriftian men that have 772 3.

found their part in Chrift, and have fonnd lufts .

decaying; Be not troubled with the fufferings

you meet with- inthis world, goe on in this
-S4 world,

'
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.-~ - world,goonin this worke, it is themoft happy

ye Py .employment thou cantt follow ; Thou, findeft a

Jeat ‘/ “~ .. lingring work of'it, to geta proud heart humbled,

“oli v oy L6874 g0 get 2 wanton and ‘uncleane heart made pure

o He apepnnea’ inthe fight of God; why, itis enoughif they bee

7 v ittin ,g/',/;/,j’but‘a dying, though lingring, fo thou beeft but
?}’/), N :5 @, doing,and doft notpleafe thy felfinthy lingring;

orel ’;"Wu _shough itbe but low worke, yet it is crucifying

putling 03725 gorke, and though a man crucified live a while,

a0 7007 & yet he lives but a dying life, and thoughthere bee

fod i S itternefle and thame 4n the.worke, yet notwith-

S } - £~ ftanding goe forth and fight the Lords battailes,

507 and fuffer joyfully from Gods hand , and fiom

o/ fau mens; God will bruife thee, and make ¢t

s :Eﬁ:xpcri_enc_c@forrow, as well as Chrift had;

the world will havean eyetothee, thou fhalt not

goe without fome nayling te the croffe; yet feare

not for all the evils that fhall befall you, thoy

hatt fellowfhip with Chrift in all thy fufferings,

and that is enough for thee. And therefore fuffer

‘conftantly, and learne obedience byrit, .and bee -

~ fure you grow more fruitfull, and more abundant

inall the works of righteoufnefle, , :

Doit,s, . Acracified.Chriftian yes lives, T
v fete . Newertheleffe I live , What doth he meane by
A _ that 2 Why , firft I live a nacurall Jife in this mor-

tall body, thefe crucifyings are not fuch as crufh
me todeath; et I /ive, I thanke God, Tam lively

- to goe about allthe duties God cals meto ; and I
live alfo afpirituall life, 2 Cor.6.9,10. ‘We arc as
onknowne, and yet well knowne, as dying, and
behold we live,. crucifyed with Chrift, but 'ly.ct,l-
P - live,
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live, 2 Cor.4.8.to 11. Troubled on every fide, al-
waics perfecuted, and yet not deftroyed, even
whenmoft crucified, yet ftill they live, .
. Taken from the cfficacy of the life of Chrift,in
the death of Chrift,and o from thelife of Chrift,
in the death of Chrifts members, 2 Cer.4.10,11.
Alwaies bearing about inmy body the dying of
the Lord Jefus, that the life of Chrift might bee
made manifeft inus ;- fo that when a Chriftian

man s crucified with Chrift , here is the fruite of <%

it, the life of Chrift is manifefted in ourdying bo-.
dy of fin; mortifying qur cotruptions, fupporting:

our {pirits, in our weakeft and worft timgss, for -

« )\‘ -

LJ / Afao«;

e

when the Lord Jefus was crpcified upon the

- Croffe,he fpoyled principalities, and powers,and
trampled uponall our enemics; fo inthe death of

miesof-their {alvation.
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al his members ‘w‘ m?“lu,ﬁs,hcfpoylcq ;hg POW- W %,“49(‘“ ol
ers of darkneffe, and'triumphs over all.the ene-

Y
)

. Tofatisfie the minds of fuch as are afraid of Plei.

their friends, wives,' or children ,; brethren and.
fifters, afraid they fhould be loft, and be men of
another world ; jfonce they become crucified.
and mortified, if once they finde them fecking

 righteoufnefle by Chrift, and dead to the Law,

and weaned from the world ; many a poore fonle
isapt to thinke it felfe undone , and fo will our

caftaway : butbe not deceived,; fee whatthe A-

poftle here faith ; het: would havg all the world

know,

~ beft friends pity us, and fay, .alas forus, weeare . ..
utterly undone, fo many perfecutions and afflii-
" ons, as we are now fubject uato , as men qguite .

¢, (/AA({A
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“know ;- he is not an undone rhan s Though Ibee
crucified wich Chrift, nevertheleffe Ilive, Tlivea
bodily life vigeress, and a fpirituall life gracioms.
Thereforelet no manbe afraid of mortification,
and the duties thatlead to it 5 yea, let me fay to
you, Lookeas you fec it is with 2 man in his car-
. nalleftate, when hc‘,;hinks himl’c:lffi ,mpf’;{l}vc{lry, '
¢tk e is then amofiidead creature, dead in trefpafies
He ~ andinfins, Epbef.2.1,2. and 1 Tém.5.6.{0 letme
/74",“,’1"’"‘;1”" fay tothee, when thou art dead to fin, thou art’
bl %f moft alive to God , through Jefus Chrift ; but
‘amy 97 077 {ligyld you fay toa carnall man , Tam gladtofee.
3/%& M”Z:“’ you {olively,and o cheerefull, and fo livelike,he
te e L ay fay to you, Alive! alas, I am dead intrefpaf- .
1oy Wv’““ %sa and fins : But come to a Chriftian and fay to
e o Bim | Tam forry tofee you {o drooping, what all

| %m%@’mdﬂ, alFerifthed and erucifiéd ; what would he

ot {ay 2 ‘why; ¥er 1 lfve, and were I a little more
o seool# dead, Tfhould live a more lively lifethen ever yet

© 4 ot loon 1did 5 and therefore, bee not afraid of being too

¥ 1z1c much weaned from the world, feare not the live-

that'® lihood of your felves and yours, for at the worft

you fhall beable to fay, Yes 1 live. o

, Pfe 2. Of comfortto all fuch Chriftians,as are indeed

LI mortified-and crucified with Chrift inthis world;

Doe you o alwaies carry the matter , as when

| they are moft ready to faile you, yon may beare

 Hal iy Jlue, up your hearts with this refolution ¢ Newerthele(fe
d /” /M #1 lzve, perfecuted, but not for[aken, dying, but behold

e Zﬂ ytg wehive , baving nothing , yes pye[n'ng all things,

oo " pore and yet making many rich 5 fo thar if yow

pave fieaddans find at any time , - your fpirits difmaied and dif-

Lirou N . ,couragcd

_ . ___M ‘
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couraged with any weaknefle of body,or diftrefle )
gither of the inward or outward man, yet aman
suftinure himfelfe to chis fpcech , Neversheleffe
1 lives; What though I be crucified with Chrift ¢
why, I live ftill : What though many things be-
~ fall me amiffe 2 it matters not,- fo thas I fall bue
into the armesof Chrift ; fuppefe I fall into the
jawes of death, yet though dying, behold I live ;
thus muft every Chriftian refolve within himfelf,
when he meets with hard meafures, from Gods
hand, or from mans. - God thought it comfort

enough for Barsch,and yet he fpake but of a natu-

gall:‘l‘i%; Behold,T wil Ighivcthqc thy lifeforaprey, . .

and thatis enough for thee;and o Ebedmeleck the o
ood Ethiopian , I will notdeliver thee intothe- - - - -
and of them that feek thy life,but thou fhalt have T

_ thylife for apeey; though he lofé profitand plea-
fure y&ﬂci:ghcléﬂ‘é he lives 3 though hcgitcil
and earth fhould fall together,and eftate all erufh-
ed weversheleffe 1 liveshe fhews got forth his own -
- dead-heartednefle,but the life of Chrift;he never
fuffers but for well-doing, and he learnes obedi-
eniceby it, aadhe’ gets his corruptions merrificd,
* and his diftempers healed ; anm this 2moft
comfortable conylitionwhen atnanthay fay, 7 «m )
erucifed with Chuift, ges movershelfo 1live 2., Life of Yo
@A«rdé'@—féwefzccewed&( y//u,«—aﬁ,"% opre Jarr_
ohe w&%ﬁﬁwﬂ:} ) Comde ?mﬂé” ;fa]é / cw /‘/4/»'1
R S e L - GAL.
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Yet not I, but Cbr ﬁ liveth in me. |

XOw he corre&s or indeed rather ex-
plaines himfelfe, how- or‘what kind
of lifeicis that he livess Not hee ,

3! how then ¢ Chrift livesin him,
~  Sothatin thefewords, you have
w«r%} 7’ a demall of himfelfe, to be the author and roote
Jerioun toyn olf his %wn; h&: hle dcmcs hxmﬁ:lfc to hvé even

Loroitiero thenwhenhedothlive. ©
e Secondly,, You have an: acknowledgcment
gf t}‘fc'c Author and todtc of has hfc Chn& lives in
islife. - -

Doctrime. .4 lwmg Cbriﬂm lhm »ot bsztlfe, hu cbrtﬁ

' mb ’
: " Or thus
rbe lzﬁ 4cbr¢jhm 15 mot h: mliﬁr but :ﬁa
1 fe of Chrift Iefus, - .
. Either offbothkhefe cxprcﬂ'althefc two- parts
! oF the.verfe; A living Chriftian livesnot himfelf,
nothxs own life, bug Chrift Jiveginh
“Firft, Sec how a living Chrxﬁxanﬁ‘vcs not his
N ownelifafier once he hath bad part inthe deith

- thelife and power of Chrifts death, and fobe-
come a momﬁcd and crucified Chrxﬁxau in fome
. mea-

E *

" of Chrift, and hath therehy been initiated into: -

J
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" of my fpirkuall life, that I'am atany time dead-

" The life of Faih.

-meafure, fuch a Chrittian lives not his ownlife in

thiswotld:- - .

Thereisa thrccfoi_d life, A‘,‘urﬂd life, a fpiri- :
‘swall life ) and 4 natarall lifes and in fome re-

“fpeé , & living Chiiftian lives done of thefe
lives.- : « e

‘A carnall life is' expreffed in three chings, in
living ‘to 4 mans /s, in liviag: to!the wirld,
and in living to.a tans ewne wifédeme andréafon,
. - Nowa Chriftian man lives to ndne of thefe ;
He lives not to hisowne luftsis: Hom fhall we thas

_ arédeadto fin liveamy lomger theréin @ ‘RIm.6.2,

Helooks at itas an abfurdity, andiadecdinfonic
‘meafure monftrous, ver.6. Thé body of fin is dead

-~ in ws, that we [bould o more [erve fin 3 ad -vev. -y,
© the thavis dead with Chrilk,is free from fiune: atme
" your felves with the fathe ininde 3 mow: you' live

palinger to.the lafts of mem; buntd the will of God;
sthis life Pasldoth not live, he. is not lively at his
lufts, they are death.to him; for though'a Chiriti-
:an man may be defiled,and fometimes overtaken,

cyet fofarie as hieis a living' Chiriftiady fo fafre he -
. i1sadead man to thofe lufts, they .arethe dead-
effe of his heart, the difcouragement of his fpi-

rit,the hell of his foule,that he is compaffed about
-with fuch evilsas thefelpej; 0b' wretched manthar

Iam,drec. Rom.7.33,24. as if it were the deathof

hislife, that hecarried about fuch # body of death
with him. Now then, faith the. Apoftle; if I doe
thatrwhich 1 hate, It & wo mere I'thas doc it | 'bus
fin thus dwellesh in me, Rom.7.20, Itisthe mifery

hearted
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* heagted to fpirituall duties; and fomewhat apt to

f)l;fc with tcmpgtiot(\isto ﬁgyne, whether darced
$atan ,. or ftirred up by my owne corrupt
heart; and therefore ifpthcte be any life of

 Inme, insheleafimeafiine, it is the deash of my

heart,

" Andfecondly, foncither lives hen regard of
thewwid, - for though youmdy have agodly man .

o byfie-inhis calling from. Sunnerifing ‘to. Sunne
. .- fetting, and may by Gods providence fill both

Y7

.7@ ;o;h%;él"-'mmac&rmimhisuvmgmhc world,-and
%@v
-

Vil 2a%

his hand and head with bufinefle, yet 3 living
Chyiftian whenie livesa mofbbufie life in this
svorld,yet he lives pora wotldly life. - o

% There are are fourcor five t!cvcralhdx'ﬂ’érétbéés

mﬂtlm:m%t:s_d@atig not'yetalivéto God,and hath
ng! fellowlhip with Chyift inhis death. 1. . -

emioo B, IN-Chtiftian than priacipally fecks Chrit

aboyedod before the woild, e##1.6.33. Hadoth
firfk taok for {pitituall things, he had rather have
his partin Chrift, thenin all the bleflings:ofthis
dife; he would firfk order his heart o Chiiff; -his
grincipall care is dbouit thar, and ifhe doe not fo,
elooksatic as his-death, which a worldly man
Secondly, As: he firfE and principally feckes
‘Chrift, fa all the good things-he -hatly, he lookes
for them from Chrift, he goesnotabouit his bufi-
neflein his awne ftrength, but what he wants he
feeks it from Chrift,and what hehath he'receives
itfrom Chriff, Gen:33.9,11. 1f God bleffe him
withchildren, with health, or with eftiate,or what
' - , s ever
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cver other comfore of this' hfc he lookes -at i¢

- asafreegift of Gods graces hc dothnot facri-

 fice to his owne. nexs, nor ta the dexterity of -
. hisowse hands,* but thefe are > the bleflings God:
hath gracioufly given to his fervant, thSugh. -
comirion, andfuchucvary’me lmb, ycmat fo
hlmd . '
Thirdly, A Chnmm,*a bemm&esdm
world from Chi; I5 he ctjoyes them 'al iw
Chnﬁ-lmmnebem)oyesxtno:mﬁ)cfaxfcofhu B R

owne defere, but belookes ag himfelfe leflcthon ,
the leaft of them all,- Gen.g2.00. "I o lefe théw e

the leafl of all thy fuitBfslm(fe ti - This:
xstok::ﬁoyalh rift, ndtmlns‘?wn worth,but

ool
inthe merit of Chrift, =~
Now this 4 Chirifian doth, whatever bis bufi.*=*? ZZ“”’”?
neffe belip bisw mﬁadr do:hnouead‘”’w . ,uw
aworldly e, az,_,ﬁ
~Fousthly ;' Hee ufeth. arﬂ im} loyeth all
~ Chaift, Tour -gates, faith the Charch, are alt
‘mamper of pleafane frmks, my‘Btlmcd I have,
kept them) all .foo thee':” When' he hach mmg
bleflings, he confiders what he fhall doe wit
thcm This i§ theframe of a living Chiiftian,one
whofe heart is given to Chrift. 1 haveiadeed al} .
mannerofthcfcsdmgs, ﬁaute houfes, we'i furni-
fhed toonies; pleafane provifonof alt forss, but -
‘my Belovcdl iave ke tthcmaﬁﬁorthtqthough
I have gever fo mucg, yet it is all for Chrifty
1 Ger yen3 1. “That God may be glorified i ]'efuy
Chrift; thisisthe fummd of Lis eating anehdrik-
mg, and buying. andfcﬂlng,ﬁec.th& isthe wpfhor
;4% Pnarn aé‘ow ﬁ?wgféojrulz (2
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of all, this isall for Chrift, and-thisis fo to live:

“in the world,. as not to. live like.a man of the

world, -and fo he makes good work of his world-:

-ly bufinefle, thouglrin themfelves Wever foin-

> tricatc“» "7« DS ',f“‘),, N

. .Fiftly; Aliving Chriftianiivesunto God,even'

then when he lives in the world, in that heis wil=

ling toleaveworldly bufineffe;and wosldly things

“ »  » for Chrift, leave them all, rather then part with'
a 63 W‘&?’\Chgﬁ ;'Qflllx‘i:s is therefolution (}flhis fpirit,H andkhis
' adtife when he is putto it, 2fal.45.10, Hearken

lrveg Chred tgdau'gh'ter:and conP(‘ildcr,’ﬁrg{t thy kindred and
: db/ﬂ‘w”’j"h Fathers bdufe; lettherh all goe;forget thy plea< -

fures and treafures in Pharashs Court, fofhallthe
King have pleafure in thy beauty,that if any thing
ftand betweene ‘obtaining of Chrift, and theen-
Joying of the world, letall goe ; were the com-
fort of this life )ever fo precious and glorious, yet:,
- forgetthem all{iet them all be as adead commod; -
ty for alivigg Chrift, Matth.16.27. We have
©forfakep allnd followedthee 5 and if afterward the
- world and Chrift thould fafl out, as fometimes
they will, and ere long it will be that a man can-
not keep his heart in a comfortable plight with
Cheif; - but it will cofthim loffe of friends
and fometimes loffe of eftate,and fometimesloffe
of life, \why] yeta Chriftian will forfake all for
Chrift, if oncethe world and Chrift come to fall
out; and in this cafe a Chriftian thinks it no -
hard choyce, though Demes did, 2 Tim.4.10.: 7
paffe »ot as ail, faitha Chriftian, (o thas I may but
JSinifh my courfe with joy, Ads 30.23,24. This gs
‘ the




. ftianlife, and wherein he,_differs from a worldly

"The life of Faith. .y

the true life of a Chriftian inrelpect of his Chri- s, A
zd

man ; for there is no worldly man that lives a merill
worldlylife, buthis firft care is for his eftateto 775, 4
fetdle that well,and when he hath thus provided 5/ 2

~ for.himand his, in'the remanent of his time he, |

-

will feek Chrift. | il T
. And when'hegets any thing, hedependsmuch )7, ¢ cv o
uponhiis trade; ‘he lives unto himfelf, and'what,, mary

be much offended with Gods providence ifhe be Y
croffed in his defignis and labours, And that which#v«”
- he hath, for whom doth he keep it ¢ He will fay

for wife, and children, and kindred;but howthey

he fiath he thinks he hath deferved it, and he will W ;

~ will ufeit, thacis no matter, And if it cometo 4

'parting blow, that either the world or. Chrift wé

muft lofe, they think men very unwife that wilk :
patrwith.a bird in the hand for two in. the: bufhi S e
They -may goe away {fomowfull, bur-away . .
they will goe, if there bee no remedy, ra- JC : v #katn
ther let Chrift provide for himft ve5 for theit fyorrc 't 4
parts, they will bCare - no fuch. burthens fo% L1
him 5 butnow a Chriftian lives notto theworldf, Hoor?
and if hee fhould fo live,. it were rather zf’"‘a'; /.
fwoune of Chriftianity, then any life andpower, 2, 7
OFChl‘lﬁ. - e e e Ty comrcon FBer r1
.. For acarnall life, which is a life of iishesito a A

“mans owne wif[dome and reafon, he lives not that

life neither, 1fany man wonld be wife in this world,

let him become a_ foole that hee may bee wife,

1 Corinth. 3.18,19,20. Noliving. Chriftianbut

he mug deny his owne wifedome, judgcmena,
. ' T an
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- . and underftanding that he may bé wife in Chrift;
You fay, what, would you have men fenflefle,
‘A g and ‘mopifh, and not uaderftand themfeclves #
W b No, no, here is the point, Truegrace doth not
ward.af 3ol dcftroy 3 mans wildome, bur rather enlargeth
e ﬂz * , and enlightnethit wonderfully)s fo asthat men
oy Heeviddy

nature are blinde, but fpiriuall wifedome

q }%J&Wmlightms the eyes of the blinde. It is an excellent
Lo fpecch, thar in the Heb.xy.x. Faith i the fub:

Jeud Loty B8 fonge inthe Originalitis, Faithis the fubfifimce
W of things net feene 5 The meaning is, that if wee
? fhould tell many a man, that the favourof God
day 7«7 is more worth then any bleffing of this world,

Lorea > the blood of Chrift more precious then gold, the
. galva Tpitit of grace - the. beft companion for the
”é ’ foule , &c. thefe feeme to many a man bu fai-

#ed things,no fubfiftence in thefe cthings : Fhis is
Jare 7 but{ome ftrong imagination of fome melapchol
%x&. 4%:1 A _beasines, he fees no fuch matter in them, :and h

"i$ perfwaded. there is no fuch thing, it'is onely

) of o faich that fees. fubfiftence in thefe things; To. -
AN Xafaithfull Chriftianchere is fibfiftence in all the

w 7 Xhe promifes, there is waight in the examples,

v, . _hreatnings, and Commandements of the word;

Vi e fubfidesce in thefavour of God,and in the blood

. of Chnift, and in fellowhip ,with the fpirit,

’ and ‘u other things there is none at all. Now in-

this cafe a man moft fee all his wifedome to be

bue folly, all the high thoughts hee had of the

world and himfelfe, hee muft looke at themall

as vain ; and allthe low thoughts hehad of Re--

 ligiom and the. wayes of grace, hee muft looke

. ' - at




The lfe of Fiith, T aps
‘atthem all as folly and madnefTe ; So that here 2
Chriftian is dead to his owne wxfedome s thae
‘whic fometxmcs hee thought to have beene. his
«chie is now nothing but vanity and
.vexation -of fpmt » but when hee comes to fee -
fpiritaall things have onely true fubfiftencein -
the; thcn heleads a wifer {ife then ever hee did

Now for his ﬂmmull lgfé A living Chrifti.
an, his whole fpirituall lifeis Chrift, and not
' h?:fclfc, his_ fpmtuall life is not his owne
i .
.There be three parts of {'pmtuall lec, Wthh
“a Chriftian lives inthis wotld, the fourth {(which
s the life of glory) he lives in that- which is to
come, -
. Alifeof Jufhﬁcauon, a life of San&xﬁcatlon,
hfeof irituall Confolation. - - -

,g life of Juftification, Rom.5.18. Now @ &f%

Chnfhan man lookes for Juftification, not
- from all his fpirituall performances, prayer, prea- /7 / “/9
c}; frcccl;un Sa;ran;cnts, &ch He' logkhers Et 20 » |
all thefe as lofle, that hee might winne Chri
Not baving his oo rlgbtm]ne]&, Phltp 3. f d{’m:fk
6 7 8 9 . & [ &%
2. Fbrlnshfp of Sané‘tlﬁcatxon, hedoth npt frvee {:«//
makeaccount that himfelf s fufficient, as of him- S erieaew
felfe.to thinke agood thought, 2 Cor.3.5. When ,f:bi
- God hathgiveghim grace, yetbe cas doewothing o frayes
inany lively manner,unlefle Chrift affift him, and/” ate fov sl 1
help him at every tuxng, § Gor.x5.10..8y tbcgrm /M’m«/ Yo /%«7 ,
qf'Godl am that 1 em and the grage inmee wes ore o:w? >
' “i T 2 not v mu’%z %“
'
: . |

. W //4 er«&/x on

~
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g = —m e Lo -

' rot in wvaine, but 1 laboured more abundand{
thentheyall 5 yer mot 7, itis'not [ that have too
R all chis g‘ainesj; though he hada good calling,
Showet—  andanhooeft heart, yetwor I, nay; neithggavasit
' ﬁ_{he grace of Chrift that was;in him, but the
w%w graceof Godthat was with him 5 it was the fpirit
T t-ﬁﬁf; of God breathing in his grace, that made thefe pia
. ces thus flow forth,Cant.4.ule. Though he hadmaay
mv&a@, precious graces beftowed on him,yet not he,nor
#zoleo — anygracein him, butthe grace of God with him,
that wrought with him,and a&ed, anddid all he
did wherever he came; Now bleffed be God that
makes manifeft the favor of his grace, 2 €or.2.
12. 015, o L :
'3+ And thirdly,for his life of Confolation,there
goe two_ things for the making up ofa mans con*
folation, partly Gods favour, and that is better
. thlc;lr life, Pfal. 63.3. Pfal.30.5. In thy fevenr
oo wlife. o 0
’ - "Secondly’; The profpering of Gods work in
%f ﬁ" / “lﬂ thémfélvcs};nd othgfs, f‘trbe(%l 3-8. Nowweliveif
Dp20r0ed GO 'ye fand faft in the Lord : they ‘were his joy, and
4 <aagwsv. his crown and glory 5 But was that his life of Ju-
v ., vueftification think you? No,nor of his Sanctification
ither ; though the Church had falne, “yet ‘Paut
his wérk had beenglorious in Gods fight, and he
~ had fill been juftified and fan@ified ; buc it was

¢4 57207 * the life of his confolation : this is our life, and the
A, rucrowne of our rejoycing if you ftand faft in the
Irentirmy Lords . v 0L e

Horr 5&1 o, Now for amansnatarakl life ; how can aman -

befaid not to live his owne naturall life ¢ Yet a
*‘WU% P S ~_Chriftian

»
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Chriftian may fay, that in fome meafute he lives

not his ownenaturall life, but Chrift lives in him,

A&s17.28. Inhinm welivemove,and have ons be-

. 3ng » Youfay, fohath a carnall man his life from
Chrift ; True, butheacknowledgethic nots In
him waslife, and that wasthelife of men, 1eb.1.
3,4 A Chriftian man hath his naturall life frony
Chrift, as from an head thatgives beth fpirituall
and naturall life s In him thou haft given melife
and breath, andthy vifitation hath proferved my -

. being, -Jeb 12.10. Chrift %aeve‘us our life, and he

- prefervesit, wee cannot better explaine itthen 5/
thus ; A wind-mill movesaot onely by thewind, .+ Lr72.Cc
butin the wind ; foa water-mill hath its motion, : .
not onely fromthe water, but inthe waters foa -~
Chriftian lives,as having his life from Chrift,and '
;nmghrﬁﬁ md furth;rl‘ then Chrift bm“t;c: and.

s, he ftirs noty Pfal.104.29,30 M sare.
dnthy bands, Pfal.31,5. Dan.5.23. SThgu'haRnot\

" honoured thy God , in whefe-band thy breashss,
and all by wayes, it was the finne of the prophane
King .not to regard it; All his wayes and tur-
nings, his fickneffc and health , and all hischan. -
ges,they arcallin Godshandss Zer.10.23. 2 know -
vhas she way of manis mot in bimfelfe; upon thee |
have I beene caft,from my motherswembethou - -

" haft poured me outlike milke, and by thee Iwas
curdled in my mothers wombe , fo that I lives -

-'Whatyou Pasl? No, notl; as if it were'too . 3
broad a word for a ‘Chriftian man to Tpeake, o
ThoughI live, yet not 1. ‘ Lo

Now fecondly, how mayicbe faid,that Chrift |
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livesin aliving Chriftian 5’ How ¢ asa toote of
his life , as the Author both of his fpiritualland -
gauamll life :bfo; hisil camz;}l‘ lifec,: ;ha{tl heis wgolly '
ead unto 5 but for his other, Chriftis the A&or
and rooteof all, for God hath given him'abové
all to be head of the Church 5 as the members live a
reafonable life from the head,fo doththe Church
R i wipervigry Sleinl
5.1,2. , Prince of kife, Alls 3.15.
'1Cor, 15. 45, And this comes to paffe artfvbs
Gods acceptance of him as our hcgd %od‘hatz
appointed him to bee our head ; and alfo by the
-, .~ communication of his 8pitit tous, 1 Cor.6.17. -
() o a0 ams _Andct:tircfitly, c;)y fﬁxm , for jitb is faith t{lgat re-
, #=—ceives Chrift to dwellin us, Epbef. 3. 17.fothat
/2%/ s M/ng' thefe we dwell in Chriff, il b livein him,
u_uf : d hein us, for by this meanes Chrift is made our
w& % ¢ TOOte, Rem. 13.17. foaswe that wereby natare
»__branches of the wild 0live ; are now made partat-
y 73 7«44‘ kers of the good 0live - and hence it is; that wee
o ,ﬁ;/% ‘bring forth favoury fruits fome' fruits there beg,
‘// A JL-which if you never tranfplant-them, they witl:
ey ? glr'ow wild, but tranfplant them , and they will
N ing forth fruit 5 {o take any man thatis wild by’
Choreel Qg" ?turel,f :;_;1;1 lctfl}ilxln bﬁ]c_tucificgl Witl} Chri&Zl ;ut
> hum o m rcllowinip with  £dam, and his
olewvlly lufts, and implant him igto Chrift, and thenhe
— is made partaker ofthe true Olive, .and fo will
A bring forth good fruit. S -
Yfe. . Itmay be firftan evidentfigne of tryall to eve-
ry one ofus,of our owne eftates,whether we have
partin Chrifts death yea or no, whether wee be
o I living
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living Chriftians, orno 5 Chriftians we are, wee ;7 /,7/,/ bee
cannot denie,and fo have an outward righe to par.-

~ take withthe reft of Gods people; But would you

. know whetheryou bee living Chriftians, or no?

Confider, a living Chriftian lives not himfelfe,

but Chrift lives in him 5 Chriftian fignifies one

- Aneimed with the grace of Chrift, 1 ]gohn 2.27. .
‘Now for this confider what hath beene faids If = -~ | .
thou bedfpaliving Chriftian, thou liveft, yetnot

thou, but Chrift in thee ; Andlet me fay thisto

cvery Chriftian foule, and take it as an eternall

truth , if to this day thou livefttothy lufts , ‘and /7R <
liveft in any knowne fin, and it is the delight of L

-thy foule to live in pride , and covetoufnefle, &c. Sut-ho—
ifyou live in any finne, and defirefo to doe, thou’”, < /
maleft be calleda Chriftian,, ‘but thonart a dead?7</s L7707
Chtiftian. Butyou fay, yowthank God,you have ¢asr-y 577651 s
bid adicu to'all your lufts:but it was a threwd fay- ‘
ing ot old - Licitis perimus omnes , we moft of us
petifh by lawfull things 5 and therefore I fay fur-
ther, Doft thou not live to the world ¢ Thoufay-
eft, Is it not lawfull for a man to be diligent in his
calling, thou canft not leave thy bufineffe,as fuch
and fuch as are bankrapts ; Well, God forbids
thee not to bediligent in thy calling 5 let me tell
thee, ifthon canft {o live inthe world, asthatthy
firft care is to feeke Chrift, before the doing of
any ‘worke of thine owne, and if to’ manage
thy calling thou looke for helpe from him , and
looke at thy felfe, as unworthy of any mercy

- from 'God, and askethy heart,who is all this for?
is‘it for Chrift ¢ canft thou fay , I have kept

D _ T4 - them

1w -_
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Gonde dee
w‘b&ﬁ
fge—

;hem allfor thee? and canft thou come téthis
refolution, that if Chrift and thy calling come

:tobe at variance, yet thou canft part with allte
‘keepe fellowthip with Chrift 2 then thou liveft

inthe World, butart nota man of the World
‘Chrift fits next to thy heart all this while, and

then thou are well ; but otherwife let mee tell .
thee, if thou canft firft be bufic about thy calling,

and thinke you have wit enough for your owne
bufinefie,and you think you deferve all youhave,

 elfe youwould not bee fo much difturbed when

you are croffedinit 5 and if you ufe them not

-~ for Chift; but you lefe him in the ufe of tiem,

and you keepe it, that you and’ yours may bee
fome greatones mn the World 5 .and if 2 croffe
way come;, that Cll:;xc{i and. ycogzﬂ’ ma& muft
mz hisname ;ugd?cmbcenot-alyctz-’

inft the truth, thouare of theworld , and liveft

% world, andthe Lord: Jefus hath yet no
hold of thees and therefore bee fure if itbee fo
with.you , you have failed in one of thefe 3 youw

Kave ftiged about worldly bufinefle, before you. -

looked for Chrift, and:gone aboutthem in your:
owne ftrength; and in fenfe of your owne warthi~'
nefle of them, which makes youdifconeent when
you arecroffed inthem,. and you confider not for
what end you laid up-all - thefe 5 and hence it s,

~ that. when itcomes to-a paring blow, manya

Chriftian is foiled about the world: and. i
lookeferioufly toir, and if you conceive world<
ly things have fome fubfiftence in them, but

AR

AN
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not fo of the things of Gon, then itis not . |

Chrift that lives.in you, but you live to your
felves. ’ a N

. Toafta juﬁreproofenpoli hvakChélﬁ:as, Vfez.
e - -

titat Chriftian men fhould not live

anmen ; a fhame for Chriftian men ftill to live
in pride, and uncleannefle,committing the works
of darkneffe ; and therefore bee athamed that:
ever you fhould take up the life of a Chriftian',
and ftill bee more forward for the world , then
#r Chrift; &ill to bee imlpatient for worldly
croffes, -and flill to want.Ietlous thoughes for
whom is all this , and yet not come.to. con--:
fider how you muft part from .all .thefe. “fThis |
may- caft much ¢ on upon .the face of .a-
Chriftian man . that to this day they cannot fay.
thattheyliveato Chrift.. Somethere be, who:
fay;that they live unto Chrift; and fome that fay, -« -

 they will not have Chrift to reigne over them,

Luke 19.14.fome there be that fay; Letus brgdly :

his bonds afunder, and caft his cords froin us,

Pfal. 3. but it were a fhamethat any Chriftian.

fhould do fo. . L .
Toteachusall, inthenameof the Lord Jefus ¥/ 3+

Chrift, todefire to make knowne to our owne

confciences, and to the world, that wee are

crucified with Chrift, and live to God 5 let

usfay, itis not enough for a Chriftian to live

befides his lufts , orthat the world is leffe tobe

-~ regarded then Chrift, &c. but I pray you pra-

~ @ife this refolution daily , unleffe you have fome
thoughts of  this daily , you will lofe your
- | fpirituall .

[, IR
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fpiritmal’ life daily , and Jou never finde your
heasts toft in worldly bufinefle's - but when you
want 2 heart daily to confider what God cals

- youto, you muft therefore have thefe thoughts .

rﬁ4o

daily. And further,take this counfell,if thou be#ft

. troubled about thy juftification and peace with

God, let this comfort thee, that thou knoweft
thl?rl lﬁl‘i\mf_t.n'qt by thine owne graces, but by
Chrift. o

- Of con}fognd cénffqlgioﬁlf)to cvlelry fou:tc! as
can truly fay,this is the frame of theig heartg,shieg
do%n‘ot ivesh ,butChr'}?l in Ch::g,’ “bee-

not ifcouraged at yourlownd,weaknefle,buc

jmakefaccount your living in Chrift will beare

youout, and therefore labour to be loofe to the
World,and live like thofe that havea living foun-
taineto run unto,, for fupply of what ‘everyou

(ftand injneed(cf J thaffoé&th‘c reftoffour trme. .

may notbe a life ogour owne lufts, but'of Chrift
o | A

[
o C

. GAr.
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Hore com it Hd Frare w los sy
L e

. GAL. 220, Lo
. Thelife which Inow live inthe flefh, I live by

) tbefaitbg"tngomqud, o

NPy N thefe words hee thews you the
Inftrument, by which he lives this
{ life of Gad, and that is, faithin the
T Songf God.  Thelife T now live
in thefleth s he:meanes not thelife

> S of corrupt ature’; though fome.-
times living in thefleth , be fo taken in Scripture,
as chap.5.17. Butaman lives not the life of cor-

ruption, by faith in the Son of God , butthat life

helives by his owne finfull lufts 5 and.in the AL
oftles language, he lives not that life atall ; but
ge meanes thielife he lives in his mortall body, fo-

long as he livesiin this world, whetheritbeana- ¥
turall or a fpirituall life , hee lives by the faith of

the Sonof God.’

 Theife of s Chriftian, is a ife of faith in Chrif p,z.

Iefsus. :
fA point which the Holy Ghoft often fpeakes
exprelly , Hab.2.4. The juft man fhall live by bis
owne faith , according to this, I live by the faith
“of the Sonme of Ged; and'that he there Tpeakes of
ith in the Son of God, is evident from the verfe
before; When theywere affliGed by the Babylo-
o nians,



r

The lfeof Faith,

“pians, tth;aghct.ﬁits thgm up t, i £ el
verance 3 but how fhall they doe in the meane

‘time? why, if 2 man cannot ftay and wait, his
" heartisnot rightin him , but thejuf el live
s {dtlv 3 this is 3 maine principle of our Chrifti-
an

aith; fo Rom.1.17. The righteonfne(fe of God is
yevealed from faith to faith , as it i writtew, The
juft Jhall live ‘y[ his feith , Gal.3.x1. Heb.1o.37.
2 Cor.5.7. For further opening of this point,, let

.ame fhew youthat this is true, and chen the reafon

and application of it. It is a double life which we
livein this world, fetting afide the life of luft, and
uptaature,which 2 mancrucified with Chrift
dswhollydead to, but now the life a Chriftian
_\dontllzi;_ivc, is partly a fpirituall, and partly a natus
1ail. Co ' : :
.. Now fpirituall lifc is threefold , the life of ju-
Htification, the life of fan@ification,and the life of
(eomfort andjconfolaton, for all thefe are called
ite 10 Scry - - ‘

\/‘3’ Firft, "tlot ju.ltiﬁcaﬁon, Rm.s.x 8. Col.a.x 3.

orgivencfle of fin and juftification, in Scripture
hrafe, is allone; as ain:ggc in acquiting a male-:
€or, he gives him his life; fo juftification, and
Gods pardonof finis all one 5 and that isthe life

o ofe::?'gorecondcmncd foule, thatis bornein:

fin; and hath been under the bondage ofthe curfe
of Gods law; he hath quickned us inforgivingus -
all our fins, ' S
whence comesit, that weare thus jufti-
and that our finsare forgiven us¢is it not by
t,hgi'aidg f the Son of God? Rem.3, 28. 21': ucé);..
o .

u
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c‘vludqs, ( which fhewes you. it is no occafionall
{pecch) but he fpeakes of a principall point.; We

~ conclude thata man is jultified by faich, fo that -

_when the confcience is ftruck with remorfe for
_fin,and the heart deeply diftrefled,and thereupon
" he looks at himfelfe a5 .an tindone man, then by

: this, (faith helping:to dkawa. poore foule neare

~ to Chrift, to feck peaceand pardon.from him)
~-hee~findesthat indeed God hath difcharged him
- of all'his fipaes, ‘ard this isthe life of our Juftifi-
© - catiop, I op TR cutne L e T
-« For the life of: Sandification,  Epk.4. 18. He
v fyincipally meanes, they were eftranged from the
ife of fan&ification, by the ignorance that is in
* them|-and the blindneffe afithei* \mindes, Now
“itis by faith thatwelive the life of holinefle, and
“and fan&ifiestheheart. Buthow ¢ = =
- Firft, by deriving holinefle and-purity from

- IChriff, who'is made tousof Gad owr [anétifivati-

. omas well as our juffification, 1.Cor.1.50, Wiiting
- upon-God is an a& of faith, which aéts it felfe by

- hope; whereby we renue our-firength, Efsy 40..

130,31 2Cer.3.5. ‘We tralting upon Chrilt .for
 the tighteoulnefle of juftifiqation, that cgfvc'ighs
" a fpirit of grace mtoour hearts,by-which we come
:to be purified from fih, and fo live thelife of ho-
linefle. BT

purit!y of heart therefore 4éFs 15.9. Faith purifies.
4 n

-i..Secondly, Faith hc!psus to ji;;c a,iifé qf holi-

nefs,by giving ustolead our wholelife by warrant

*from the word of God, ‘Roms.14.2 3. Faith will not

“ftep one foot forward furtherihen the word di-
S A

rects
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“reéts it,Pfal.119.9 How isicthat we cometotake
fuch heedto our wayes ¢ why, enely by faith, by
“which we look at all our a&iens, as warranted by
- the word, arid from thence we turne not afids any
. Way. - RO
s 'i"hirdly, There is infaitha powet to incite,and -
“encourage us to doe all that.wedoe, to watk in
fuch good wayes, to encourage us to befpeaking
-and meditating on good things, Pfal. 116. 9,10.
-1 willwalk before the Lerd inthe Landof the livings
1beleeved, andtherefore I [pakess 5 1 {pake how I
- would live for aftertime, that I would watk be-
fore God in the Landofthe living; and what

encouraged him fo to fpeake 2 Why, 7 belee- .

~wed, and therefore 1 [pakest 5 And the Apoftle
. ugkn'ng that place, faith, #e beleeve,and therefore
 [peake. | S
How doth faith comethus toencourageamaa?
twowayes:. - . T D]
.. Firft, Thereis an aét of faith, thdt breeds bold-
-nefle in Chriftians; when faith fets thema worke,
it emboldens them, fo as to fec his way plaine be-
 fore him,and fo to goc about with courage, Zph.

Y™ 3.12. wee have accefle with boldneffe through

- faithy 3n unbeleeving heart is ever fcn;gulous and
. doubtfull, and uncertaine, and goces

out every

"« " 'work faintly and deadly, but fet buca Chriftian
: J‘fce, that this is the revealed will of God, there

is )&gm way, and that will put life inta hishufi-
nefle. o o N
Secondly, There is this alfo in faith, it doth
prefentour work to God' in the name of Jefus
S | Chirift,
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Chrift,& it makes us tq beleeve thatit fhall be a¢-
cepted,Col.3.17. Faith doth all inhis name, & that
encourageth us tobeleeve it is accepted, though.
done wever {o poorely on our parts, yet becaufe
wediftruft our felves, and doe allin’ the name of
| C% hrift,faith imboldens us much in the acceptance
of it. .
- Thirdly, The lifeof Confolation; a Chriftian
* man may have his fin pardoned, andlead an holy: 2+ - L
life, and"yet 2 wonder to fee, even his life. of /¢ 7 S
jultification and fan@ification may be buta dcadmzw il
life to his fenfe; For did you never fee fuch a‘vj oin Lo
Clhriftian livea fad and uncomfortable life ¢ had/7 w2
youXgver any experience efit, thatyour beft life/ ™ ™™ -
was but a ljving death ¢ though in be pardoncd,ff%b — no

et you havé nocomfortin it 3 and though you , /L
ive a blameleffe and a fruicfull life, yet you ﬁnde/ N

no lifeinit, Thereforeit pleafed Godto provide,

that when he gives lfe of juftification and fan@i 7y & o
fication, healfo beftowes the life of confolation, . v/
which puts life into the two former', as they , Hor
putlifeintoic, and thisis alfo called 4ife, 1 Thef.

3-8. Now we live ifyon fiand foftin the Lord ; why, ceecl o
_did hisjuftification and fan@ification depend up~/ /

on their ftanding 2 No, let them - ftand or fall, /727> (v am/)
his juftification and fan&ification ﬁandp firmes? s fottic
But the life he fpeaks of,is the life of coniolation,

his heart was inwardly comforted and refrethed /"”"J%L_
to fee them ftand faft in the grace of Chrift; fo . et
Chap.z. lasterend, This is his cyown and joy,if yos -~/ 7

Lavdfaft,. - o
. ‘l{ ' favour of God is thelife of a Chrif;l;l;,_
« a .f

[
/
(e o2

-
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Pfal.30.5. Yeathy favour is better thenlife, Pfal.

63.3- "God forbidthe life ofa Chriftians juftifi-
cation or fandification, fhould ftand upon other

mens obedience, butthe life of his confolation

ftands in the fight of Gods favour tousand other

men, fothat allthefe threclivesare all lived 4nd

had by faith. ‘ e
Now faith hath fundry acts by whicli it works

. joy and confolation. | RO
Firft, itrefrefhath our hearts:with-Gods peace, -
- s 3 Vupon the experience of our juftification, Rem.5. 1.
* .and peaceis the lifeand comfort of the foul, Phil.
47+ It paffesh underfeanding, and keeps onr hearts

“andmindes in Chrift Iefus. . :

Secondly, Faith inall ourbufineffés cafts all
our care upon God, 1 Pet.§.7. Truft and roll thy

wayes upon him, trufton him, and leance wot 1o thine
_owne wifdome. R S

Thirdly, Thereis another a¢t of faith‘,that keeps:

confolation alive inthe heart, and that is, faith es-
ters into that which is within the vaile, and fhewes

us the light of Gods countenance in the midft of -

all our troubles, Heb.6.19.it layes hold on Chrift,

and gives us to fee, thatall the trialls and tempta--

tions we meet with, come out of the Fatherly
love of @God for our beft good, and out of his ve-
ry faithfulnefle, P[d.x 19.75. 1know that in very
faithfulne(Jethon bha

comfortalive inthe heart ; we fee by faith that
' God knowes we have need of all our fufferings,

. Rem.5.1,3. Awd notonely o, but werejoyce intri-
bulations, though it come to threfhings, (as the

“word

(ft afflicted me 5 and that keeps.

t
l
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-word fignifies) thongh it leave us naked and bare,

‘yet faith can help us to rejoyce init. - -

~ Fourthly, Faith keeps confolation alive in our

-hearts, by quieting our hearts to wait upon Gods

leifure for feafonable deliverance, Efay 28.16. He

.that beleeves makes nothafte. - -
Secondly, We live as a {pirituall life,fo a natu-

ralllife alfo by faith; that life which we live in.

.the flefh, in which we-eate,and drink, and flecp
-and goe about the bufineffe of our callings.

- . Firft, it helps us to live anaturall life, by refto-
ring us from  ficknefles and difeafes that clfe
.would extinguifh naturall lifein us 5 Gee thy way,
faith our Saviour to the Woman, <4, 9. 22.
“Thy faith bash made thee whole ; thete is a power
Infaith to put life into decaied ‘nature; So for de-
liverance out of danger; Prepare me lodging, faith
Pauly for Itraf 1 /fd be delivered o you againe,
Philem.22.- . - S L

.. Secondly, Wc-livéa naturall life by faith ,'in

that it is onely-faith, thac acknowledgeth our na-
turall life tobe received from Chrift 5 Inhim wee
live,move,and have our beeing,is a voice of faith,
Ads1pa8.Iebnr.3. - .
- - Thirdly, we live a naturall life by faith; in that
wee goe not about any worke of our labours,
wherein we fhew reafon , but In the name of the
‘Lord Iefus , Col.3.17. wetruft unto God for his

bleffing upon all, ‘and fo we live this naturall lifs

byfaith inthe Lord Jefus,. S
Is taken from.the power which God hath
given unto faith toreceive Chrift, and to.aét ﬁ;_c
CLTLt : v . e

-

Redfs
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lifeof Chrit, for Chrift is faid te dwell in our
hearts by faith,Ephefl.3.17.and we receive Chrift

by beleeving on him.

Now you know the Lord Jefus wherefoever
he dwels, heis a quickning Spirit, 1 Cor. 15. g40.
Do but give way for the Lord Jefus to dwell in
us, and then wee reccive a mighty powerof a_
?uickning {pirit from him, quickning us with af-

urance of pardon of fin, and power of grace
and confolation : and hence it is that in Scriptare
you may obferve, faith is applied to all the ativi-
ty, and dexrerity , and livelihood that is found in
the moft ftirring members of the body 5 faith is

faid to doe the office of the eye, ofthe mouth, of

the hand and foote, and toague,and cares. Ofthe
eye; by faith Abrabam faw Chrifts day, 10h.8.56.
Sometimes you reade of hungring ‘and thirfting
after Chrift,704. 6.35.and wee feed on Chriftby
faith, as the body feeds by the mouth, - and
faith we are faid to receive Chrift as by the hand,
Toh.1.12, and Henoch is faid to walke with God,
and that was by faith, Heb.11. 4,5,6. Sometimes
fome profit not by the word , becaufe it is not
mixed with faith, #eb. 4. ¢. fo, Heare and your
foules thall live, Ef#y 55.2. and A&%s 16.14. and
itis the prayer of faith that finds hearing with
God, 1em.5.15.Sothat faith is lively and mighty -
through God , tocaft downe ftrong holds 3 and
unlefle faith be a&ive and firring in all the whole
man is but a dead trunck , all is but dead, unlefle
faith puc ativity and dexrerityinall, =
Ic s firft arcproofe to all the fons of men, ht;!at'_
: ve
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have not yetattained to this grace of faiths Ieta

,man bexyever {o lively inthe life of fenfe, thathe
can relifh his meate and drinke, and fleepe, and .

walke, and ralke, &c. yet allthe actions of his
life, without the life of faith, is but a deadlife;

when amanis moft lively in the life of fenfe, itis.

but the action of a dying man 5 let aman live'the
life of reafon, and (o as thathecan difcourfe je-

ver fowifely and judicioufly, and that he can con-.

verfe with all forts of men,and tranfa& bufinefles
in great dexterity,yet it is butd dead life. Ifaman
belively in whoredome, drunkenneffe, pride, &c.
this is the lifeof luft, andis buta dead life; o

“wensanthat lives inpleafure,ss dead while fhe liveth,

1 Tim.5.6. Thisis no life of Chrift,Is it any other

life thena Turke,or an Infidel may live? What,is

there no difference betweene men that have been
baptized into the name of the Lord Jefus, and the

_ life ofa Jew, or 2 Barbarian¢ Am I called a Chri-
ftian, and live not the life of a Chriftian¢ A Jew or

a Turke may live the life of fenfe as well asI; or
isthete no ufe of reafon among the Romans and
Grecians,before they heard of Chrift? werethey
not the fountaines of all the liberall Scienceszand
fhall the life of a Chriftian bee no more then the
life ofa Pagan to this day # yea, and which is
warfe, Shall a Chriftian livethe life of pride, and

wantonnefle and covetoufnefle, and diftempered.
paffions¢ Shall men pretend to be Chriftians,and
yetnot at all to live the life of faith 2 Now whata

dead lifeisall this? what a pity is it to fec men
and women fo aQtive atthelifeof fenfe andrea-

- V2 fon,

S -



302

The life of Féitb.

¥fe2.

" . All the diftempers and di

fou, and luft, and fo dead-hearted to the life of
faith? and yet this is all the life men live, till God

" puta principle of life by faith into theheart; in
the meane time, if God fhould cut the thredof -

our life , wefhould have dropt into hell witheut
recovery:what a poorelife isit,thatmen fhould be ™ -
aQive about fenfe and reafon, and luft;and gaine,
and yet fin unpardoned , and the life of holinefle
not fomuch as foughi after to this day : What
pity isitto fee fo muchlife of nature working the -
death of qur foulesz - = -

~To exhort us all, as ever we defireto be living
foules in Gods fight, and to live like Chrift, (and
can we live as Chriftians without faith¢ Yto learng-

-to live by faith ; and the better to ftir you up to-

this, confider that aot onely our lifeis dead, but.
without this, the life of Satan workes mightily -
inus, Epbef.2.2. without faith wee heve owrcon--
werfation afier the (pirit that rulesh inthe ayre, it
works energetically, ‘and what a poore lifeis it,
to- worke the life of Satan¢yet confider that with- .
out faith, everything inthis lifeis uncleane, 1 74, .
r5.16. the very meatand drink we' reccive into
our bodies isuncleane , becaule we receive it not
by faith, 1 Tim.4.3. itis the want of faith that
keepeth good things from uss Chrift could net dse
many things among thems | becaufe of their umbelicfe,
Mar.6.5. Unbeliefekept eaofes and A arenout
aofthe promifed Land ; Numb, 20, 12. and the
Prince from tafting of the plenty, 2 King.7.8lt.
| I‘guiemcﬂ'c you meet
with in this world,{prings from-unbeliefe; looke -
| ) . but
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but back to all the murmurings of thy foule, and
- tell meifit be not all an a@k of unbelief, Namb.14.
2,11. Howlong will this. people murmure and not
~ beleewe? if God have promifed togivethemthe . "\
Land, what need they A murmure, how great
*foever the people be? is it not an eafic matter for
Godto blow down their Cities? If therefore you -
fee any difcontentment or murmuring, know it is.
want of beliefé ; and therefore aseveryou defire
to live aquictlife , asever you would fec. comfor- -
table dayes,and would fee your finne pardoned,
folearneto live the life of the Lord Jefus , learne
to attendas for your lives , to the word of the li-
~ wving God, whichisableto beget the life offaith
inyou,Rom.10.17. Live notunder drie purfes : In e
the feare of thie Lord,delight in fucha Miniftery, v»orde =
as whertin the tongue of faith may fpeak a wordsora ces ..
in ducfeafon, Efay 50.4. Andfo, beecarefullto= slclgesre
pray for ?}iﬂ't bf]fﬁcltb s You fay; how canyou ., & £ , .
ray for faith, without faith ¢ Why, if amanbee “ |
importunate for a {pirit of grace , he fhall haveit, ‘/“ ”’ij« |
Luwke 1179, t0.13. thongh hee beenot heard asar»es ™%/
friend, yer bciﬁalL_bc heard for his importunity "'3 wpdd
ifyou havebut learned to pray for grace, God Z)
will give you it at lerigth,-and wraftle with God
forablefling; And by all micanes take heed you !
live, not alife of luft¥ nor caritent yourfelvesin 2 <7/ j 7o
life of fenfe, for either of thefe will choake faithsz ecocent @rresc.
folong asweeare lively at our lufts, there is 100,00, 0, .«
roome for faith: Religion loves to lyecleancand , ¢
£ cht,ﬂi‘Chriﬁ will nbt‘d?gll in anvlt}l:uff ofdgun- s :2_2’“ <
ennefle, and prophaneneffe,&c. therefore aban 477 Ace &oe
< prop V’3 e - don/e ()W’V

L Lo A
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donall unicleane lufts, Cenfeso deeevill, -and learme
to dee well , Efay 1, 16. and take heed ofthe
wotld, or cHeitwill choake thelife of faith,

Temay forve to teach Chriftians that have re-
ceivedithis life of faith.¢i+to learne to liveby their
faith; ‘Many a poore Chriftian hath received i,

~ yetthe Lord be mercifull tous, fuch bunglers are

we , wee cannot live the life'wehave received 5
whit 2 fhameis it, that we fhould Khow we have
reccived Chrift, and yetlive no more likehime
as youmay fee inthe manifold failings of men,
contrary tothe forenamed lives. -

- Of comtortto:any Chriftian-tan., that either
defires,ordoth live thislife of faith:Many:a poore -
man iswilling tobecome-a Chriftian,bitthat he

. 2 thinks hefhall live an uncomfortablelife, thathe

-

fhallnoiv bid-adieu to allhis old acquaintance,
and livelike a mope in the world; binbenotde-

-, ceived, there is no feare of-fuchdiftouragements

in the life of falth’s; the life of grace undoffaith,

, isfarre beyond thelife of fenfe and reafon 5 for

.- amantolivefuch alife, as to feeall his finspar-

.+ doned , -and to:doe all hisa&ions bythe tuleof

. the'word , -and to wait upon 'Chrift for accep-

*

~ tange, ler mesellyou , the :Angels in Heaven

live hobeueria lifexhen this, and therefore Ietno
" mdnbe difcouraged , forthereis no life likero-a
Chriftian life:s notwithftandiag all otlwer lives
youmay lye downein forrow, Efey5e.11. And
for youthat have:already learned o live'this life,
letmetell you, the more faichfully youlive, the

An

" more livdly you witl be.
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"An afe of rryall to know whether we livethis 7 5.
lnfe of faith oy no;, if not a life of faith , thou doft
not live the lifs of a Chritian,sitherthou wapteft
faith, ot theexescifeof fmsh‘ but of this (ee more
as followeth, ,

WBE come now ta 3 fist u{q of :hewm, .
becauleit capyaines in jtthe whele lifoof '™ i3 °
a Chriftian's Letit theyefore e theufe of inflru- »o0y,
&ion teall Chyiftians, tolearne how to live this
life of faith , bath of juftification,and fanﬁ;tﬁcau-
on,andco&folatton which is our fpirisuall the;
aa}{o h?w to live aaatumll hfq ioy chis world

alt CRN

w fiffk te open to you :he life of faith in
matter of juftification,: which is the firt foun-
dation, of ous Chuﬁlan and somfartable life in
thiswerld. . = -

Juftification yoaheaxd cqnﬁ(&s in pardonof fi n, ‘

) thro the applying of the righteoufnellc of .

tathe fouie, Cvl 219 He hath quickned ws, Ty Hm
fw iving w &l oar irefaffes , amd ,?::f;,, Quz /€%
Toules are dead., upsilhthe pardon of s hath put G
vickningintother, We sane lude-that & man ss ju- 7&«1»:4@_
z:ﬁd by fuish, withous the mowks of the Eaw, Rom. © .~ » -~
3.20.. Now thq‘nthayoumybee infirudted in “" Lyt
the pradtife of faith , to the ehtainiag of the par- ¥
don'of yous’ finnos, upon which dependsall our/ 7:@1,
comfost inthis life and in anather 5 Let me fhew
m how faith dethjuftifie us, that we may thc
learne to live by faichin Chyift Je
crc lw é e

ithcpardqn of oyr fins, femcer

i
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Therebe 4.pringipal alts & works of faith,wehit
doth exercife in the heart of a man unto his jufti-
fication. . And therebe fome others: which faith

~ doth exercifein a mans heart after his juftificati-
, 2 o and in allthefe he doth live the kife of faith.
Ho s el d o uﬂFirﬁ, to our juftification, faith haththis worke
/. /. - inthe heart, it convinces the heart ofaman , con-
AU s ces him of two-things's Fitft, of fin, and con.
'n‘m}/ v fequcn;ly of the danger by reafon of fin , not be= -
i ‘fb;;u)ceving in the Lord %cfus Chrift to falvation alt
e this while: when theHoly Ghoft is come, hewill
[e onvince the world of fin ,-Of fiw, becanfé they be
' / 3 leewesiot inime ;- John'16.8.thatis the firft worke
b Jri’ of faith, as it prepares us, and leads us to juftifica-

_ tion, and'makes way forit, though ‘not that a&
which doth juftifieus s faichiin‘thetruth of ‘Gods
word reveiled to usinthe mihifery theteof; ic
conwinces us of our fin , and efpecially our fini of
umbefjéfe s wee finde our felves convinced of in-

. . fidelity , and df our dangerous. condition by rea«
. . fonofthatfin," A'man may heare athoufand Ser-
o a2 mons;, and yet they nevet, ‘worke kindly upon.
T e -‘5; him, till they be mixed-with faith, Heb.4.2." that
» «- R~ g is, not with fb much faith-as to convince him,that
> Y ... «thewordof God is tfue-, ‘which he hath notbes.
N Ieeved hitherto.- It is true indeed, by the preach-
" - Yitig of the Law, and the application thereofto the -
-~ =, . " confcience, amansheart may be made fenfible of
+; %\ fin;and of his dangerous eftate, butthat may, and
" many times doth,end in utter defpairesand {0 may
*this faith that convinces ds of fin, in regard ofnet
- wheleckihgy: eadlin defpaire , -ifit here reft 5 ttt);uf -
ST TN - is -
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this faith when God gives itaconvincing power

~ “in the foule, and intends to lead to juftification, it
doth notonely convince of fin and danger, but
it convinces us alfo of the truth and goodnefle of

all the promifes offered tous in the Gofpel, and -

fatisfies the foule that there is pardon with God,
2fal.130.4. therethe fpirit of God breathesinan
‘Thumble Chriftian out of deepediftreffes both of
inwardand outward eftate : but whardoth faith
in thiscafe ¢ it convinces fuch a foule, thavyet
nevertheleffe there is pardon to bee found with

:God, and there is-plenteous redemption wrodSht
‘by Chrift: andthere are many gracious promifes -

revealedin the word,, and faith convincesus of
thetruth and goodnefle of them,could we but get
‘our patt inthem, And as it poffeffeth us,that there
is mercy with God, fo it convinces us of a poffibiz
litythat mercy is tobe had, Who knowes (faiththe
Ring of Nincve) but thas God may have mercy,&re.
Jonah 3.9.Joel 2:13,14.This is the firft worke of.
~ ‘faith asit fets us forward,and leads us on to juftifi-
‘cation. There is an opinion that many a man hath
of thg poffibility of the pardon of his fins, which
{prings not from the convicion of faith in refpeét
-of the riches-of Gods grace, orthe plenteous re-
-demption of Chiift,or the truth and goodnefle of
Gods promifes, but it conceives a poffibility of
‘pardon from the hope he hath, that hee hathnot
lived fo wickedly, but God mayhave mercy on
~ him, as well as on another man; Now when faith

convinces a man of fin,and withall of a poffibility

“of'pardon, yet it conviaces him not upon that
‘ground,becaufche hath not finned fo def] pcratc}y,
- : tor
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for he thinks himfelfe of all others the chiefe of
finmers, Tim.1.13,14,15. fo that ifa mancanbue
fee the wark of faithinhis heart, he may con-
ceive he hath had the firft work of faith upoa him,

- ‘asitleads onto juftification.

A fecond worke of faith s, that it [wbdues
the heart,and that word reacheth farre, it fubducs

‘iteo fund‘r‘y-cncrcifcs.‘ ' o

Firftit fubdues the heart to lay downe 4 appe-

[itionagainft God all weapons of hoftility,it ftrikes -

them all out of his hanad,ic fubdues us to laydown

all confidence of our owne worthand goodneffe: -
evenasaRebellthat hathtaken up Armes againft”
~ his Prince, and if a graciqus pardon be proclai- -

‘med, thac if he will lay dowae his weapons and

comein, if you fthould now fee him fubmit and
throw down his weapons, and forfake his firong

holds,and yeeld himfelfe upto his Prince,is itnot

an evident figae, fuch a man beleeves the truth of
‘his pardonzfor if he did not, he would ftand ftill
upon his §uatd,and maintaine hoftilicy againft his
Prince; if but once helay afide thefe, you may be

~ fure he bekeeves his pardoss and fo may youfpeak

of your owne foules, if you canfubmitto God,
and lay downe all confidencein your felves and
yourown worth, you may know 1tis faith in con-
fidence of the pardon that hath fubdued your
‘hearts thus far; this is that which the holy Pro-

het holds forth, Efey 55.7. Let the wicked forfake -

i way, and God will sbundantly pardonmsit isan evi-
dent Zgne that we draw neere unto God, for par-

~ don of our fin, when we forfake our former ima-

ginations,

{
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inations; Ephyaims. 5 what bave I o doe an
?mw with alfb?)s? Ha{g:{fji? Inthee the fcfberkf:
Jfindmercy, ver. 3. When they renounce running
to Idolaters, and caft afide their Idolsthemfelyes,
thenthey beleeve there is mercy to bee found
with God for fatherleffe creatures, and therefore

they will have no more to-doe with any fin. This

is another worke of faith, and tendsto,and leads
onthe fouleto juftification. -

~ Secondly, as faith fubdues-the heart 10 lay afide
enmity ageinft God, {o it {ubdues usto areverent
cfteeme and affectionto-the meanes of grace, and

. to the Inftruments that-convinocus of our fins;
- and though arebellious.heart kicks againft them,

yet faith will fubdue the heart to arewerent and

- amiable refpe@ to thefe perfons that have thus

convincedthem, Aé#s 2.37.

Thirdly, Faith fubdues us to:aiferious confiders-
Non of our.owneeftates ,- and to confider what wee
{hould do,and likewife to aconfulting with ethers
aboutit; A narurallmaen ‘minds not the things
of God, he will finge him(lelfe any thingtodoe,

rather shen that, butfairh buings the heart toa

ferious confideration of its cftate; Luke rs. 17.
it is faid heecame to himfelfe, and growes folici-
tous'what dee thould doe, ‘and ifa foule -cannot
helpe ir felfe, it «cryes 2o othrers, as theydid ,
wdits237. :

Fourthly, Faith fubdues thetheart-of a Chrifti-

B anseareadine(fe todee unyvhing according 1o whas

bis-own hears fees by theword 4 svbec dome : Sirs,
whas [ull Tdeevobe faved, AGs13.16.0 A&ts9.

556+
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§,6. Lord, whas wilt thouhavemetodee ? fay but
what,and I will doe it; as the rich Merchant man,
he would goe fell all for the pearle, M4s.13.45,46.
This is the work of faith, to do or fuffer any thing,

‘fo he may but finde Chrift. - -

- Fifily, faith fubduesthe heatt in the end to 4»

huwmble confefSion of fins againft God, that though
before we never knew what it was to pray,at leaft
not humbly, now we can confefle our great wic-
kedneffe ;5 and that which before we thoughtbut
little, we now fee to beout of meafure finfull ;
we now look at our felves as chiefe of finners,

* now we largely lay open our vileneffe and bafe-
neffe, the carriage of the matter feemes to bee

worfe then our finnes themfelves 5 I have finned
againft heaven, andbeforethee, and am not wor-
thy to be called thy fon 5 It were, he thought, a
fhamée to fuch aFather,to have fuch an unthrift to
be his fon, he had notthetemperof a fonin him,
and now he would be content to be as an hired.
fervant 5 now owr uncircumcifed heart is humbled, -
Lewit.26.41. So the King o?h’mmb in this cafe,
he rifes from his throne, and puts on fack-cloth;
theydebafe themfelvesto the duft, asunworthy
of any miercy. L :
Thirdly, Faith, when it leads usto juftificati-

on, it gpens theheart, and that bothto fpeak to

God in prayer, to long after him with fighs and
groanes, and unutterable expreffions, and alfo it

* opensthe heare diligently to attend to the word of

etcrnall life, _4é#s 16.14. to fec whatgreat need
we have of liftening to the word, P[4/.85.8. I'will
- ' . bearken
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bearkenwhat God [sith, for he will [peak fo his peaple.

peace. Andasit opens our hearts to liften, fo it

opens our hearts toan earneft calling upon God

for peaceand pardon every thing finks deeply.
now that faithopens the heart. Now, faith ;he’

King of Nincve, let man and beaft cry mightily to

the Lord, Ionah 3.7,8. That is the nature-of the
work of faith, it opens the heart to cry for renew-
all of juftification,Pfal. 55.1,2. Now a man can
tell what he ftands in_need of, now he doth not
onely confefle his wickednefle, but declare his in-
iquity, and # forry for his finne, Pal.38.8. Lord be
mexcifull to my [oule, for I have finned againft thee,,
Plal.g1.4. '
/4‘..4A fourth aét of faith as it leads to juftifica-

 tion, is, that'it hath apowerzs effablifb andfixe the

heart upon Chirift, o as the heart relies on Chrift
forpardon, and upon him alone. This is that a&
which doth juftifie us 5 it fixes the heart upon
Chrift, tolook to him, and to wait upon him, and
depend on him, to caft my felfe upon him,though-
I doe not yet know what hewill doe forme,there
Ilook forit, and never give over till I findeir:

Thisis properly called belecving on Chrift, rolling

my felfe upon hims and to this the promifeof ju- -

fification,and pardon of fin is made ; asa childe

that had been {cared by fome terrible fight, turns -

away from it, and clafpes about the Father, nos
becanfe he isunfafe, but that hee may be fafe s

-fuch’is the cafe of a poore Chriftian, that hath-

been convinced of his fin, and fcared at the ﬁiQt ’
of it, he is difcouraged from confidence of his.

owne.
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owne goodnefle,and being fenfible of his danger, -
he clafps hold upon Chrift, and looks for falva-
tion from him, and therefore cleaves and ha

about him for it,and waits upon him,though he be
net certaine what Chrift will dee for bim 5 this foule
is now properly i an eftate of juftification, like as

- iriswith a man, that hath plunged him{elfe into

defperate debres, and many Serjants purfuing him
to lay him up, which ifonce hebe takenand laid
up, he knowes he muft never thence deparetill he
have paid all, which he knowes his cftate will ne-
ver reach unto,and of afudden he fpies out a man,
of all others the moft likely to rake up the bufi-
nefle for him, and he hath no hopes but inhim,
yea none can doe itbuthe, and he hath done it
for many, and now he will notlet him goe, but
wearies him with fuits tillhe become bound for

- him 3 fo is this cale, when once the foule of 2
- Chriftian is brought to this paffe, it lookes at
. Chrift, and neither rich nor poore, young nor

old, but at him ; then indeed our foules put
forth that a&, by which we are juftified in the
fight of God.from all our fins. This a& of faith
doth interfert’it felfe into allthe formers when'

- aman is convinced of the dangerof his finne, he

beleeves a poflibility of pardon, and foof the
reft. Inall thefe is this a& of faith interwoven,:

- torely upon Chrift for grace and peace and par-
- don, andnot to look from him. Efey 45.22. Lesk

unto me allyce ends of the carsh, and beye faved; this

. is 80 come unto Chrift that we may be faved, 1ohn 6.

35. Tothis,healing and pardon and peace is pro--
, mifed,
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mifed, <#at.11.28. This is the formall a& of
faith, by which we beleeve on Chrift for juftifi-
cation, not that a&t by which we beleeve our fins

_-are pardoned 5 we doe not fay (as the Papifts con-

ceive we fay) That faith by which we are juftifi-
ed, doth juftifie us, by putting forth this a&, to
beleeve that ourfins are pardoned, and that the
promife of grace is ours; but we fay we beleeve on
Chrift, andrely and wait upon him, thatallthe
promifes may be ours,thatfpeciall grace and mer-
cy maythrough him be conveyed unto us: fo that
this is the very point, when a Chriftian mans
heart is brought tothis, being humbled with fighe
of fin, the heart opened -to confefle the finne, to
looke after Chrift, and no whither but after him,

now is the foule brought on to juftification ; and
now faith having thus brought the foule to jaftifi- -

cation, it hath a further ac about our juftif

Thatis, by thegraciousand mighty power of
Chrift,and the vertueof the promile, it per{wades
.usthat all the promifes are ours, that pardon of
fin, and fpeciall grace is ours. This isan.a& of
faith, that flowes from our juftification, and followes
3t,and is converfantabout it 5 it applies Gods fpe-
ciall love to me, as well as to any other. Thos haff
inloveto my fonle delivered mee fiom the pit of cor-
rupsion, Efay 38.17. Thisisnotthatact of faith
which doth juftifie him, but -that which declares
and manifefls his juftification, faithhaving juftifi-

-t e e e~ —

© cation. The frower.

o Lud~
7 Mﬁ/;//%
Toick oo

ed us, itthen puts forth this actto make us be-

leeve that we are juftified, and that our finsare

pardoned,
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ardoned, and to quiet ourhearts thercin, Pfal.
32.5.1 faid, 1 will confe(fe my fins, and thou forga-

‘weft me ; When he could come to God,and ook

after God, forthe putting away of his iniquity,
thisis notthat a& of faith by which his finne was
forgiven him, but it was forgiven him before, and
faithnow comes and fhews that it is forgiven.

~ And from this a& of faith, flow three notable
fruits.. - : . '

Firft, Peace of confcience, Rom.5.1. .

Secondly, Boldne(f of acce(feto God, Rem.s.2.

o EPb.g.!Z. T

And thirdly, Ioy in the boly Ghoft kom’.s.g, .
1 Pet.1.8. Thisis the worke of _faich, after. j@ﬁig-

“cation.

But bcﬁdcs; this, there is ahorhcr aé of faith

_which renewes our juftification, and continuesit,

and eftablifheth ustheerin,it renews the fenfe and

fight of the Fardon of our fins ; for confider, it is

thefailing of many Chriftians who are truly ju-
ftified, and have made ufe of their faith to caft
them{clves upon Chrift, and yet after that time,
they detaine this grace of faich in much unthank-
fulnefle and unrighteoufnefle, and ufe not their

faithto renue and continue their juftification un-

till they come to fallinto fome grofle finne, and

. thenthey clafp about Chrift againé, and thence

comes all that deadnefle of heart, that is in many
of thebeft of Gods fervants, by not putting their
faith to exercife in this kinde 3 their confcience -
growes dulland cold, and the {weetnefle of the
pardonof'their fin is vanifhed and dcpartc‘df] and
: ence
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hence itis that ye have many an old experienced
Chriftian as muchto feecke, as many a foule that
never yet knew what affurance meantshe wil pray
with morelife,his heart more fubdued to the will
of God, and more convinced of his corruption,
then many an experienced Chriftian that in time
paft-had more fedle of his juftification. And

hence it is, that an ancient Chriftian will take

more carnall liberty to finagainlt God, then ma-
ny a.poore foule dare doe, that never yetknew

what it is to be affured of pardon of fin; buthee .

follows hard after Chrift,he is more favoury, and
more feelingly goes about any Chriftian duty,
then many a man that hath had much affurance:
Not, but the truth is there fill, but it is very dead
and dulled ; juftification is there, but the life of
it is mnch decayed: This is therefore a life of
faith, and awork of faith, as it is converfant about
our juftification. Confider Abrabam and
Davids example ; David when he had fallenin-
toafoule finne, he fought for mercy 5 but.4éra-
bams fall was not like this, yet even Abraham
when hz was holy, was juftified in the fight of
God, yea eventhenitis faid, he was juftified in

the fight of God, and that by faith, Rom.4.3,4,5..

Now faiththe Apoftle, To bims thas werketh, wages

" dedue,moto frau,hu of debt 5 but 10 bimthat werk-
¢

eshnot, but beleewethin him thar juftifieth she une
godly : And [peaking of dbrabam bis faith és conn=
tedfor righteonfne(fe, evem Abrabambelesves in him
that jaftifies theungodly : What doe you thinke
Abraham looked at himfelfc asan ungodly m:m
e X when
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when he was juttifiedin the fight of God ¢- yet
fo faiththe Apoftle, though a man lived as gra-

cioufly as Abrabam or David,yetbleffedis the masw

vfe

t0 whom the Lord impuseth wo finne and inwho(s (ji-
7it there 4 moguile s Let a man keep his fpiric
without guile, yet he mu&%ﬁﬁm the fin-
terity of hisowne heart, b God s Ester net
intojudgement with Vhy fervant; 0 Lord, for inthy
fight [halk no man living bee );iﬂ‘tﬁd, Pfal.143.2.
Faich not onely helps us to clafp about Chrift,but
it affures us, that we arc juftified, anddaily puts
usinminde of our ungodlineffe, and unworchi-
nefle of any mercy, icflill puts usin minde, that
of finners we are the chiefe,x Time.1.15. Thisis a
true, and lively work of faith, it makes us fenfible
of eur daily ungodlineffe. '.'

If indeed that faith. which juftifies us were but
a tranfient a&, and no more, our juftification
would lie dead, but thac faith that jutifies us,
makes us daily carry in our hearts a fenfeof all
daily ungodlineffe,and of our need of the grace of
Chrift, for daily peaceand pardon, and therefore
caufeth us daily to feck to Chrift, as if we had ne-

‘ver knowne what affurance of juftificationhad.

meant. -

- -Nowto apply this firft to all thofe who have
fought for peace and pardon of fin, and have not
found it to this very day. The truth is, you wrong
your foules, becaufe you feck for juftificationits
that whereinit ftands not ; many a poote foule
never thinks himfelfe juftified, ner hisfin pardo-
ned, till he can beleeve it; fuch a foul lives a very
| - wearifome

|
4




S S o e s .-

‘H;el;k;‘Fatb o 317

3 ' wearj life, and without ground, for fuch a ™

J.! mifcohitfu&ion of thetruth of God doth much

N difquict a poore foule, |
¢ . Youfay; May Ibeleeve that Iam juftified,and oject.

it - thatmyfinnes are pardoned, before I bee affured
ek - ofite ’ |

en - Ianfwer,Yes, for the affurance of your jultifi- _anfw.
m . cation is not thar which juftifics you, but that o
11 which comforts you ; asfoonc as ever God gives 7?:44 R

elves uponhim for juftification,and to wait upon

ot him, and to leok no other way butto hirh, thou . <«

4s  artjuftifiedin Gods fight. Andthereforctohelp

st thee herein,take this counfell. - S

@ Firft,looknotfo much at the hainoufneflc of » * - . .
- thy fin, though Yever fo great, for they are nov S

"~ fo great, but God hath pardened as great and . .,

I }Iou an heart to reft upon Chrift, and to roll your "7" N Y t ‘

."_v*‘ ] -

Z;i greater, this isaburden infupportable thou take® . -2
<y - thyfinnes more to heart then God would have: R
'OH thcc. ’ - ’ ’ :

i Sccondly, apply thy heart tobewaile thyun-
s beleefe before God, bee athamed ofic, thatha- .
i ving had. fo many experiences, thou {houldeft

¥ be no mare confident of Gods mercy to thee, -~ -

: ~ Thirdly, pray for a {piritef faith., o

. - Fourthly, meditate upon the abundant grace

,m of God in Chrift; with himis plentrens Redempti=-

e . . . . .

’ o, rich, and precious, and free promifes ;looke

rorz withly at them, and there is a fecret power in

Ffﬂ them to perfwade the heart of a man to be-

y  leeve S

l;fﬂ - Fiftly, meditate of the many finfull creatures & err
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God hathfhewed rich grace and mercy 1 on?
Fatherstrofled inthee, Pfal. 22. God hath fhewed
mercy to Mary Magdalen, to Peter, to David,
and all thefe groffe finners. And this may bee
a meanes, through Gods grace, to quict thy

heart,though yetthou haft found no affurance,

Let thisbe applied to you that have found all
thefe works of faving and quickning faith in your
fouls ; if you have found faith convincing you of
fin, fubduing your lufts, opening your heart, and:
hath affured you of the pardon of your finne, lee
me fay to-you, as you have begun tolearne tolive
byfaith,folive for ever daily by the famefaith,fay
not, that faith that juftifiedyou is dead 5 time was =
when you were in trouble, ‘you fought, God and =
he quicted you, but itis not fo now,and theréfore -

24t eemecpm yon think there is an end'of your juftification, -

L Ean et

‘-
A EE N

Nay,but 4b7ahamlives by his faith,as long ashe
lived inthis world; many a-poore Chriftian wona -
ders heefhould bee fo dead-hearted, and fo little
power of ﬁracc in him; why-, but haft thou
not forgot thy juftification¢ haft thou notieft off’
vo flir up thy felfe to lay holdon Chrift ¢ Eﬁ{‘ 64.
5,7. Wee have nottaken paines with ourfoules to
clafp about Chrift foenew fupply of juftifications
wonder not then if our beft righteoufnefle be like |
a menftrous cloth: and therefore as thou defireft
to maintaina lively fpiritinthee,fo daily walkein
the fenfe’of thy ungodlineffe,and daily clafpabouc
Chrift, that pardon of fin may be as new a mercy
wtheeaseverit was, =~ - o W
_ . - We

' 3! }
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i VVEE now come to {peake of the fecond

| i workeof faith, concerning our juftificati- . -

e on, by which it doth affure us of our juftification;

4 for thelife of faith doth notonely bring usonte ~ ~ * '
‘. “jultification, but in time it brings usto theaffu- . "
i :rance ofits Itis a point of fpeciall ufe, andvery. |,
e neceffary for all that have not ‘awtained this affu- " =~ - +c»
ai  -rance,and expedient for fuch to confider ashave .

4 already attained it 5 Itis by faith thatthe Apoftle
) -here faith, Chrift hath loved him, and given him=
ol Selfe for bim 5 it doth not onely procure us pardon
b -of fin, butic tels us and affures us of it. - | e
x Now,how dothfaith prevaile with our hearts, A
P -toaffure us of our juftificarion ¢ D
8 © Anfwer. Faith works this by foure principall, .. :» .
i A&s of the life of faith, which are thefe. Firft,ly "+ -
mo; . applying generall promifes to our particular eftates, ' ‘
8 " generall promifes of gemerall mercies 5 1 putthem
W.ﬁ both together; mercics, whether of Gods free

I -love, and mercy in himfelfe; or whether mercifull

'hs :great works that he hath wrought for us, orgra-
i cfous promifes he hath made to us: though they
ki ‘bee generall and common to all the people of"
50 'God,yet faith affumes thegp and fingles them out, L
of and applies them panicularly to a mans felfe; ‘
B - faith claimes a propricty in ail that good, which « * .
i ‘God isin himl(elfe , which hee hath wronght for
¢l his !eﬁplc’,’and hath given to his fervartts ; asis =
o cvident in the text, Who bath loved me; Y ou?what

] you Pasl, more then Petrer 2. Why, he hinders no dmzkoé |
*:man frorh claiming his partin the common fal- 75477,
4 SR X3 vation,
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~ vation, but what ever they do, he challgnges his

, . parts I live by the faith of the Som of God , who hatts

Bk almo  lovedmeand givin bimfelfe for mes and Peter lives

by the fame faith, not by Pawisfaith , but by the

ame faith of the Son of God, who hath loved

“him; and fo doth every Chriftian man,helives by

happlying Gods free grace and love, which refts:

coorfi on B inGod himfelfe , and by applying that great re-

y t,{/w demption God hath wrought for us in- Chrift,
sreat

ﬁ_

which is the common meanes of falvation,to all
gl - that beleevein him, and we live by thofe promi-
y fes he hath Fivcn us. This is the proper worke of:
Fanserd (O__gich it applies the mercy and graceof God, the
/7Y 3 47 aft. xedemption of Chrift,the promifes of the Gofpel,
. and makes themall a mansowne particular, and
27 ¢ 4T/ gby that welive,and faith it is;that fo applies them,
o> etz oz, BUt fomewhat more plainly, becaufe it fo neerely
Vel etE T concernes our falvation: fee how faithis faid to
-:Epply thefe- generall promifes of generall:blef-
~ fingsto our owne particular eftates. "
~ Itis the property of faith to-apply, not onely:
o promifes, but the whole werd of God, as well as
. theattributes and benefits of God 5 as {fee in par-
ticular,faith applies the Commandements, and
threatnings, as alfo the promifes;and by applying
- . oneofthefe, irapplyes them all. »
9 wnation 'Howdoth faich apply theCommandsof God?
.+ why,Pfal.119.66. 1 havebeleeved thy Commundea
inents; The meaning is,I do beleeve it is my duty,
. -to perform every one of the Commandements,as-
‘much as any mans dity clft, it is my cafe, to mee
is the: Cornmandement given, he doth not name -
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‘me, when'he faith, Remember to keepe holy the
Sabbath day; but whofoeverthou art, remember
thattheu keepethe Sabbath day holy;Now faith
faith, this is particularly fpoken to men,whatever.
my namebe, to me is the Commandement {po-
ken, and I am bound in confcienceto yeeld obe-
dience so it, to make it mine owne duty, though I

- be not named, yet faith tels me,it is given to me 5

Another man that is of an unbeleeving heart, hee
appliesit not tohimfelfe;did he beleeve it,he durft

notallow himfelfe to doe any evill in Godsfight, -

orany thatbelongs to him; So when it is faid ,
Thoufhalt not commit adultery; the Command-
ment names 0ot lofeph , yet faith makes him fay,
How [hall 1commit this greas wickedne(fe, and [0 fin
againfl God ? The Commandement takes hold of
his hearr, and he dares notbreakeit; 2fal.119.11.
I have bidihyword in-my-bears shat 1 mighs not fin
againft thee 3 And fo for the threatnings, when
God threatned Nineve -thould bee deftroyed,
Tonah d;.’a,s. The people beleeved God, and every one
turned from his evillway, and cried mighiily to-Geds
Now faith beleeves a threatning,as well asa pro-
mife, becaule itapplies it, as{pokento itfelfe, it
makes it minc owne.cafe, an’g ‘therefore ittakes
fome ferious conrfe to prevent:the judgement
threatned. This is the property of a lively faich,
and foit is with the promifes , faithbeleevesand
applies them, I have claimed shy seftimonics as mine
heritage for-cver, Plalixag.111. They are she very,
joy of mybearts F aith sid patience imbheris the prowms:-.
ﬁe‘)H 010;364/t ST .

X4 - Now
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Now confider, there is a great deale of diffe-
rence betweene a Commandement, athreatning,
and a promife, in relpect of faiths ability to apply

‘them, Where God hath beftowed alively faith
upona man, {o as heis able tomake a Comman-
dement hisowne, and a threatning his owne, and
istherefore ftruckin confcience with obedience

____totheone, and feare of the other, yet, itis an har-
U em ] Frece dermattertoapply the promifes; Why ¢ becaufe

- the promifes are of a more fpirituall and heavenly

- nature, then cither the Commandements or

;’KL,"?f /a ereoncghreatnings bes no Chriftian butbeleeves a Com-

f// edcf'7(7 \/

. mandemernt or a threatning, long before hee can
cleeve a promife 5 and the reafonis, becaufe the
Commandement, and threatnings are written in
mens hearts by nature,but the promifts are meer-
ly Evangelicall, and the Gofpelis farre above the
naturall frame of mens hearts,and thenceit is that

faich-is very backward, after itis oncetrue, to ap+

ply promilfes ; indeed a dead faith would faine
be medling with promifes, but true faith that

bowes the heartto apply, €Commandements and

threatnings may yet fall fhort of applying promi-
fes, Tell aman of the Commandement, of keep-
ing the Sabbath holy; Ithould have keptit, faith
the foule, butThave brokenit, and therefore the
threatning is duc to me, The wages of fin isdeath,
I am thercfore a poore damned foule ; this faith-
canvery readily apply, but then come on witha

promife, that Chrift came to fecke andto fave fuch
s found shemfelves loff | and thav Hue came tocal
Jimmers to repentance 5 and You hah Ie quickned;

that.

?
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that were deadintrefpaffes and infinss thefoule .. . .
‘hath much adoeto belcevethis,he will fay, This Yery e77¢0
promifc belongs to any rather then tome; to zogfecr ¢
fuch as are ableto pray,&c. butl ama faithlefle, - 74 J '
dead-hearted creature , to;me thefe promifesbes *
long not; yet notwith(tanding,the famefaiththat' (7, .ol 0
leatned mee to apply. Commandements and S
threatnings , will bring me onto apply promifes Jf o gecs
to0;it is but the fame grace that puts forth it felfa (7(.&44% /e, .
lietle ftronger , and foapplies the promifes ;. and e 1/;
foin time it will come to this, If the promife A
- fay, Chrift came to fecke and to. fave that which erreq.
was loft, and I fee my felfe a loft creature, then, 0,005, 2
faich tels me, the promifeis giventadnythatind , ¢/ - .
themfelves thus and thus qualified 3 - Doth the/® ¢oerecs e
promifc fay , Come to me allye that.are weary 4»3 (A /l,;”f 1

- heavy laden? 1{ce my felfe fo, and thereforeth

A

fe belongsto me 5 fo that though my name /3 wtcilirne s

romi
7"’5& written in the promife , ho more then inthe(. sLyery,

Commandement, yet faith lets me feeit; infuch 4. 404
a condition as upon which the Commandement” %, 7<%
ismade ; I therefore claime the promife for my*~ A Qs
Somfor;;. as welkﬁhs—the'Comng?ndlclmlc]m f?;‘ mye/firco e url/
uty : this s the firft worke of faith that aflures’s “z£— 44
meofmy juftification 5 1f therefore fucha»{?oulc/ wh e H
fhould dow finde it: félfe willing to beleeve theke “’(/‘/i““-
cominands and threatnings for its portion, why: / 5 s
then conceive,. the: fame faith that makes the g ¢ L)
Commandements and threatnings thine, makes ™ <% £7°

_ the promife thinealfos Take one, and takeall, /?a,c;*fi; |

Itis the Command, thou fhouldft beleeveinthe ., o, £
name of the Son.of God, as well asto keepeholy o/, ¢ de.

: 1 v
7?21 A‘-o/u/ Cer enserees o L3 au%??u_ ,C,C M;’ i
,‘{r"( 3¢ ﬂ' wd/u‘/z,&f((‘-a é am do /ou/x o u%' el b4 i:‘
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Vsharr the Sabbath day 3 notable is the Scripture to this
e :Z,w purpofe, Efay 1.18,19. Itisas full and gracious a
4 promife, as any the land of promife flowes with,
ol T }%17 _that If a mans finnes were as [carlet, they fhall bee a6
'uhuﬁa’n‘db : el .
A ‘ eoll ; But how fhall I know thatthis is my por-
Y Y i that God will wath away my bloody and
e K pocwer 1 continucd fins 2 why , Ifyou be willing and obedsi.
Lrrrremoly o enty you [ball eat the good s i"‘? of the land , but if
gt ou be difobedient, you fhall perith. How fhall I
2rreariecale™ path commanded that you fhould beleeve onthe
‘eneo taliorns name of the Son of God, 1 104,3.21. and it ismy
« fiweels duty to beleevetharthough my fins were as fcar-
ek /w%agét , they. fhall be white as wooll ; How fhall I
e mo '~ know that ¢ becaufe God hath given me an heart
Yo 7707 Sailling to obey, notout of horror of confcience,
o reading O gpdfeare:of wrath, for that may failea man , but
(e 7710 A =lonif my heart yeeld toit, that the Commandement

soermefenes. isholy, jultand good, then I have as much right

s vir sncages(to thepromife, as to the Commandement. The
N ?73 f3me David that faith, Pfal119.24. 1 have made

f .‘"j“’“"“’(‘ﬁ} Commandements my delight, and Counfslers,
coe 1 /Luf/., faich verfe 111. 1 have claimed them as mine beri-
aants. . tage: If I canmake the Command my counfell,

_7 Ae atw 7¢I may claime the ‘promife as ‘my inheritance for
oo J{bﬁﬁu “ever; fothat faith-works this : to whom thé com-

0 fiewr mandisgiven', and received with willing obedi-

INnem

wlen-F ) ence, tothembelongs the pramifes ;. aod thus -

slcefyons faith affures me of my juftification.
(:;240 fﬁ;g - Secondly, Faith-bringsa foule to affurance of
. - - jultification, by putting life into our prayers , for it
.> « Is the prayer of faith, that both faves the ﬁck-ag’d

*
YY) .
~

. know: thenthat the promife is mine? why, God
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| the finfull foule, Iem.5.15. To fhew you , that
it is faith that helps a man to pray ,. and by pray- -

ingfor pardonoffin , God anfwers.the defire of
amansfoule, and fealesup to him the pardon of
it, for, The Lord will fulfil the defires of s hews that
feare bim, Pfal. 145.18. when God bowes our
hearts to obey his Commandements, and then
gives us hearts to pray, - he anfwers our prayers,
and makes it appeare, hee hath not turned his
care from us, Pf4).66.18,19,20. If1regard ini-

~ quity inmy heart, Godwill not heareme 5 but he hath

heardme,drc. God gives 2 man faith to apply
Commandements, fo that he regards no iﬂi‘l“it{;

inhisheart ; why, thenblefled be God that hat

heard my prayer, and given meto find his mer-

cy s faith putslife into my foule, in regard of thé -
€ommandement,and that puts life into my pray--

er, I'regard hisword , and truft hee will regard

mine ; thus faith fets 2 maato work in prayer,and

thereby find, that God hath regard unto his pray-

‘ers, foyoureade, 1 Jobs 3.22. Herebywe know thas

Hee heareth us , becanfe wee keepe his Commande-

ments , avd dot the things thas are pleafing inkis

Jight; faith{ets us upon a conrfe.of obedicnce,and

quickens our hearts to earncft prayer, and fo -

nmakes our hearts beleeve it fhall be granted.:

- Thirdly, Faith brings an a fouleto affurance
of juftification, by prepariug hisheart to receive the

Spirit of grace s, itis the Spirit of grace, that feales

usto the.day of redemption , Rem.8.16.° Epbef.
1:14. Seated with the holy Spiris 5 The Spiric of
Goddoth feale it up to myheart,with fome lively -
‘ ' ) expe.’
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- valleys,to beleeve there is hope in Chrift 5 and fo

!
~

experience of Godsmercy , that my finis pardo- -

ned and wathed inthe blood of Chrift.
~ MNow how.come Iby this {pirit ¢ Faith pre-
pares my heart to receiveth's {ealing fpirit, Epbe/. |
1.13,14.1n whom after yee beleeved,yee were [ealed;
If God give us the earneft of eternall glory , we
are fealed with the holy Spirit of promife, which

~ Spirit (peakes evidently and cettainly, 1 fob.2.275

Now faith makes roome for theSpirit of grace to
comeinto the heart ; and that it Xo:h,’by purify-
ing the heart, L4175 15.9. Now faith purifies our
hearts, by applying all the Commandements of
God to our foules, fo asthat we dare commit no

. iniquity, and fo are cleane and marvellous inno-
- cent, afhamed, and dare not medle with any fin..

Now the foule Itands in awe of Gods word, and
now faith having purified the heart, to makecon-

fcience of fin, it makestoome for the Spirit, for

the Spirit will not lodge inan uncleane heart: as.
in particular, Jehn was fent to prepare the way

. for Chrift tocome ; and he -comes by his Spirit
~ into our foules, aswell asby hi< humane nature

inthe fleth, Lake 3.4,5,6. That allflefh may [ee the
[slvation of our God;How doth hethis? By bring-
ingdowne high mountains , and lifting up low
valleys, making rough fpirits plaine, and crooked
fpirits ftraights anditisthe worke of faith thag
dothallthis , faith makes a man fee himfelfg, of
all finners the-chicff and moft miferable , and of
allcreatures the moft unworthy of mercy ; and
{ifts up low hearts, that were funke downe like

faith

E

g
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faithin time by this meanes brings on a foule to
fee the falvation of God, and focometo lively

~ affurance of the precious promifes of Godto be-
-come ours. ‘

Laftly, Faith affuresus of our juftification, &y
Seastering all the donbis, mifts, and clouds of all 1hat
darkneffe 1hat obfiures our affurance of juftification,

- Tt is the nature of faith to work out doubtingand

diffruft. Now there are foure doubts which doe

moft hﬁmiﬁ, and,overclofid the cyes of Gods
cthat are juftified, and yet cannot fee it,nor
>e affured of it ‘

" The firft doubt thar troubles theminde of aju- Daws 1.

ftified perfon, is the abundance and ftore of fin,

“hefees fuch a world of filthinefle in him, that he’

never faw before,as that he thinks, it is fcarce pof=
fible that ever God fhould be mercifull to fuch an
unprofitable creature as hee hath beene; andit
works more ftrongly,when God-afflicts the body
with ficknefle, as well'as the confcience with

fenfe of fin; this wearies him, and makes himg( ’

think, that falvationis far from him.

. Butnow faith by applyingthe promifc§-—u-ht pornortd
seuthat doubt, that it 1s not ftore of fin, that carr

hinder the favour of Godz6 my foule, Ier.s1. 5.
Ifrat} bath wot beene for faken, nor indak of bis God;
though their lind was filled with [in, againft the
holy one of Ifrael 5 Tt {pies fome or other fuch
word ', that I fhall not be forfaken for my finne ;
thoughT be brim full , though filled with finnes
where there is fulnefle of fin, there is emptineffe

ome-
4

- efgrace; and yet faith fcatters this, by fpying ous .

T
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fome fuch promife as this; God never loved me
. atthe firftfor my geedneffe, and he will not hare
me now for my wickedme[f¢ 5 Ilracl was not for-
fxken, no more fhall I, though I be full of finne;
Childhood, and youth, and riper yeares, all full s
and the {ame faith applies fuch a promife as that:
Though my fins were as Scarlet of a double dyc,-
' committed over and over againe, though crying
fins, and fuch like {carlet,that will aever be wath-
ed out ; though notable notorious finnes, though
eminent and Fccne afar off, yet there is a power in
the blood of Chrift,to make them white as fnow:
Now faith will fumble upon fome fuch promife
or other , and fo affures us by removiag this
;!_Oubt; Andas it,’)l;cmovcfs thi‘§ d%‘;’btl; of fl:lrc of
in, by applying the promifes , fo alfo by applyin.
the Zﬂ.’uge afglyriﬂ: redemption ,y PEL ¥3og.
2,3,4. Withthe Lard there gs mercy, and plenseous
redemption, ver.7, 8. And allo, by applying the
plemtifullmercy of God, Pfal.51.1. foas though
- my fins wereRever fo manyand great, yet Gods
. mercy isinfinitely more. And thus faith hath fcac-
%o t.~ex tegadsthe firft doube, that hinders the affurance of
- my juftification. ; B
Bobt2, - Anotherdoubt is, Thefe promifes of rich
mercy and plesteous redemption, indeed mighe
be mine could I be but truly humbled; but I want
thorough humiliation , my heart is not humbled
. enough, and thefe promifes are made to humble
-~ foules. .
~ dwfwer. Thisis a fore obje&ion, but faith will
not reft untill ithath fcatrered this , as well as the
3 . "~ former,
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former, and faith helps usagainftehis , by fpying
out three or foure paflages of humiliation, which
argues it to bee fufficient in Gods acceptance.

- Firft, Faith will helpe the foule to looke upont
Chrift,and togricve as much for crucifying him,
as for mine owne wofull eftate, Zach.13.10. We
looke upon him by an eye of faith, and fo it helps
us to mourae bitterly, that we have fioned againft
him, and that is humiliation enough to find mer-
cy ; IfIcan mourne for my fins agaipR Chrift,
and the meanes of grace,as well as for mine owne
miferable eftate, I have humiliation enough , and

- faith will perfwade me fo. :

Secondly, IfI be fo farre humbled,as to come
off with felf-loathing, that my heart is broken,
becaufe I have broken Gods heart; this is humili-
ation enough to find pardon. Itis a notable place,
that of Ez¢k.6.9. thefe are they to whom God
will thew mercy ; They fhakl loath themfelves., be-
canfe they have broken my hearss When wee firft
mournc for our piercing of Chrift,and then loath

our | for fo doing, this is: humiliation e- -

1

we could ncver have remembredhim.
. Thirdly, Wee Havebeenghumbled enough,
when we have found fin aa evill and a bitter thing

nough, and it is a figne God remembers us, elfe

init felfe, Ier.2.rg. PRith appliesthis to uss to-

looke at fin as2bafe unworthy carriage, that fuch
wretchesas we’fhould ftand ia no feare of God to
this day, this cafts bitterneffe and fhame upona

man, and when itisfo, thenisa man&ind_ly hum-

bled, Ecelef7.26.

¢

- ‘ “Pdufthly, o
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Fourthly, A man is fit for mercy when the
heart is humbled, fo far asto ftoope tothe yoake
of all Gods Commandements ; when wee looke
avour felves asnot too good, nortoo great, to
takeup Gods yoake of chaftifements, or Com=

~ mandements , willing to doe or fuffer any thing,

eMat11.29. when his heart is fetto doit, as well
as he can, and it grieves him that he cando it no
better, then is he humbled enough, andfaith will
affure him, that heis fo. -
Thirdly, Another doubtthat faithcleares, is
this; The heart is troubled becaufe it wants faich:
Thefe promifes are very comfortable to them
that have faith to beleeve, but I want faith ; and,
Hee that beleeveth, fhall be faved , but heethat
beleeveth not , is damned already s I want faith,
and that keepes mee from comfort: Now faith in
the heart will not reft till it hath cleared it felf, as
Firft, It will bee very unquiet, till it come to
difcerne it felfe,and that is an undoubted teftimo-
ny that faith is there ; it foboyles and wraftles

- againft thefe unquiet doubtings, Pfal.132.4,5. it

wil not reft till it have found out,either affurance,
or fenfe of want of affurance ; the more life is in
a man, the more hee ftruggles againft his
difeafe., . ' ,
~ Secondly, Faithmakesa man diligent in feck-
ing to, and ufing all meanes for the quicting of his
heart; he feckes to the word, and Sacraments,and
eonference of Gods fervants, duties of humiliati-
on and the like,whereChrift is likely to be found,

6’4»?.3-1;?:3' o 'Thir‘il.)'
V b4
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" “Thixdly , ];‘:gsh in the meane time doth nox
chqrge Gi_qd }rﬂﬂy . but fubdues the heartto.a
reverent feare of God, and an amiable refpe@ va-
to him, inthe pidf ofall bis doubrings, big an
unbeleevin b;}tq murmurs; thas God fhopld
ﬁ;aglt ou:%; rom. {0 many others, but faich

- blamesiss owne heart, msne&hpr» Thercis

? othing waatiggin God , norigbis Q:dmansas,
aith fairh, bug the waotis ia my, eife,

" Fourthly, Faith the lgﬂ'c it c2n cleave to the
promifes , the more it layes hold on the Com-

~ mandementsandt @mgshnd fo it fubdues

3 man, to tondernelle of confcience, aad B is

" mad¢ more wa;chﬁﬂlagw& all the occafions of

finae.

Futbly, In the cp,d famh comcs to, feg, thatic -

2y have firong fanth, ‘withoyt affurance s he can
fcc he clcaxqs to Chrift, and yst wantsaiusance;
thenhecomesto fee, thas it is nor waas of faith,
thagglcq wants, affurance., and, shis helpes, b.un
much,

+ Many, 1% u,lc shinks, be-eithex ngver agegi-
ng mmq pa;noty os if be-had, he bash boftit,

. and he doubtsall his rmcgbymmbmm

iens, b;cm}f'hewmfm

. N ergfaith, ],31;& wxllliaﬁ'uqqflg, ;hfaml;
we maydoe well egough,, thon

\ychavcno cling, fox 2 €ox.5.7. the foule hath(

Iearned toliveby, fuizh, 30d by f«ﬁ,fqduw

raham, Rom 4,19 1PetiL.8,

chondlu, Faith will bow. oyt hpa.m to watc'.
Y .

upon

C
\

- Thc fourth, an.d, faft doube, is from waneof fee- poys;. 4-
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~ upon him, that hides bis face fPom the boufcof If-
 racl,in cafe of want of feeling, Efay 8.17. Lam. 3.
26,27, o SR
Thirdly, Faith will out-wraftle want of fee-
ling, by obferving Gods manner of dealing, ei-
ther withhimfelfe in former times, orwith other
.. Chriftians inlike cafe 5 as it was with David,Pfal.
22.1. Feeling was gone, and how deth hethen
help himfelfe? why,our Fatherstrufedinthee and
thowdeliveredft them, ver.g,5. |
Ffe 1. Is firft to all thofethat are yet inaneftate of na-
-ture, and'yetfay, you are fure youare juftificd 5
Whence camethat 2 you fay,your faithin Chrift
wrought itsHow ¢ if you would not be deceived,
I befeech you wrong not your owne foules,yours
is a dead faith,and hath not applied.the promifes 5.
yea,. but-it-appliés the Commandements and
threatnings-; if you can walk without obedience,
~ your affurance is nanghts Learne youtherefore to
feck purity of heart and life, if ever you would
have tgpepeace. o

.

¥(ea.  Itistoexhortthefe thatdefire to beaffured of,
the pardon-of their fidnes; fay notin the pride of
your fgirits as Haman did, Te whom fhould the
Lord be gracious.rather then tome ¢ No,no,
- proud creature,ifthou wouldeft hasft mercy from-
God to fave thy foule, learn toJi#e by faith,apply
the Commandements and threatnings, and Pray .
for grace to apply them aright, reft not till thou.
feeft juft caufe to doube, and yetreft not till thofe
.. doubtsbe expelled and fcattered. ™ = - -
7fe 3  Of comfort to every poore foule; thatﬁndhcls
S : - .. this.
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this work of faith in their hearts ; Ifthou findeft

this kinde of working, thou mayeft be affured of -

thy juftification, giveall diligence to make this - _
fute 5 -if you can apply Commandements and |
threatnings as well as promifes, and are diligent PokatUl
in prayer foraffurance, and feeft many doubts for gech for e -
multitudes of fins, and feare thou wanteft faith 4 Ha

- B R o 5
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thiefe ; then thou mayeft comfort thy felfe inthis,

and the like, and haft found faith overcomming k,? ot
. thyjuftification is certain, and thou maift be affu- E

2
d

red that it is fo.

',V V‘E E are come to fpeak of the third re.

- V. {pe®, ia regard of ‘which wee live by

Ezichi, the life of juftification, and thatis inregard
by faich we continue the life of juftification,

that ;
and by the fame faith do renue thefenfe and affu-

rance of jaftification from time to time, notone.

ly atthe firt juftified, nor onely afterward affu-
red, but we continue and renueboth thefe from
day to day ; fotbatthis is now .the point to be
opeued as before: Thata Chriftidn man, as long

- as helives in this world, livesby faith.

- Now a man lives by fuchaprinciple of lifeas
doth not onely put forth a living 47, but a conti-
wwed of7, fothata godly man doth not onely re-
ceive life from the dead, by his faith in Chrift,

- but he continues to live fuy the fame faithto this

very days By faith you flnd,= Cor.1.24. implying
that a man doth not oncly come on to live in
Gods fight by faith, bat to ftand and continuefo
faith layes hold of juftification and pardon of fin
Y2 " im
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in fich fort #s that it continifS it to 69 Dl'vid &id

© ackiiowledge the Blefledneflk of thofe 3 wivsk

e Lovd ymphtesh wo ﬁ#»b (which is juRification)
i whfe pirit there & b kwile s hié doth dcknow=
ledge thein blefled fthe forgweﬂcﬁ’cﬂﬁh@irﬂk

' thacis joltification, which ftaiyds i tiot ivapiing
' finto us, 4hd T impitig ‘Chiilt AR righteouls
" nélfe to vs, fow this is our hiappianele 3 not 6&;1;_

whien e are fisfall and rebellivas, ah‘éﬁlk‘h
froth God @ afearfull maiet; 7 58 ot otely
needfull that God thouldthen net smipite ﬁnhc%é
us,nor onely aftcr our apoftafies into groffe evils
buk Bl s 1 Posh bo i e Dol ikples 8o
ﬁ» When ih bk i{gmt Bhereds 0 gile, wheR th&e
ishothing biit inndecicy afm%, 8 miich 45 godly
fincérity can teach wito, eveh théh doth ke five
by ‘Gods not impating finto Hivd 3 1 kb el

by ) [€lfe, yeb i 1 it ‘shereby ﬂﬁ’yﬁd L Cvrig:
3:4. even then when Hetould fay, & wis Weres
jocing ofhs cowcichce, this Hée bid wiitked im firde

- plickyy und godly pusity, 2 Cobiiias yét biteh tice

piiofetfes he wis not jultificd thereby, that i ot
it, that quiets his Reart, Bof ytlds péace 6 his
confctcnce, He khowes i fiotany fin allowed of in -
hitiifelfe, flor ahy duty; but hc hid l’éthlﬁrfclfé

toit;: fothata Chriftian mih colitintics his 4ifeot

jaftificarion, worBy his obéedicace, Hot by hisfin:
gleneffe ofheart, for Fraitfulnelfe of his Iife, but
fi& 1 fl juftified by his faith i e Sén of God,
by challenging his hgli'téﬁuﬁacﬂé £ U8 Hok i it
the babit of aith, that Jukifes us fo !micﬁ a8
Chiely the alt of faftb; it 7.0t ehe havidg thé

grace
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 The life of Faith. 3§’

grace of faith in our hearts; that makes us livethe
life of juftification, but the act of faigh put forth

in a daily beleeving on the name of Chrift for

daily pardon, for fo the holy Ghoft ufually

difcribes our juftification ;' he applies it to the a&

ofbeleeving , 48s 13.39. By bim, all that beleeve 7 A
in him, [ballbe jnftified from al shofethings, from*” < 7777
which you couldnes be jupbificd by she law of Hofes; He decfres U~
hedothnotfay, all that have faith are juttified, coreceloralion
butvcfl.l :_Ldk:m;‘e m(t;i :gt' it : This ? th(c: formall %=, ac f il
a& of faith, fo that requires of -a Chriftian, 4 L,
notthe having of faith to h:sq juttification, butthe Frat3m Aefee
aiingof it, a kind of continued a&, there muﬁ/j‘“‘“z‘) "
be fome wotke of faith ftll to apply juftification <5/ o £+
tous, AéZs10.43.To bimgive all the Prophets wit-?’ﬁz o
weffs, shat whefocver beleeverh in bim fhall have ye. " ", ’:/w/'jfl
mifsiom of fins, not whofoever hath faith, but fuch kot / {3’5' Jrene

- asdo beleeve ; fortheugh itbe true , that when a. <¢ Ae-o7itan v %

man hath once put forth an.a& of the grace of e doel,
juftifying faich, I!,ﬁs.ﬁm.' are for cvcrpa%doncd-; /m/ﬁf’m f/”é -
Their fim apd iniquiity will Lremember nomore, Jer,” - T
31.34, Andthough it be true, that once juftified, -

for everjultified ,. once bleffed, :for.ever blefled,:

Ger.27.33.. and thongh afterghattime we fhould

immediatly fall frantick,; notfible to put forth an

a& of reafon, much lefle an att of faith, yet wee.

are blefled ; yet nevertheleffe it will be'a fin anto -

us, if we doe not agairie and againe upon all occa--

fions -miake: ufc of our faith in this maine point

of our falyation s yea,and as it will be afinto-us,

{oit will be oyt mifery ., for the want of this will
‘make the life of-ouir juftificatic more dead & dul-

Y3 led,
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led, it will bé.a very liveleffelife, wefhall have

little enlargement by it, little power of godlineffe
from it; whereas, were the life of out juftification -
ftirring incus ,-it would - put much life into all the
waies of grace. - B

- -Now becaufe this is a waighty point,& néerly

concernes the fpirituall life of all Chriftians, fee-

fome grounds.of the truth , that gfefuppoﬁ a
man is come into an eftate of juftification, and to
affurance of it, that there is yet more worke -for
faith, that the experience of it may be maintained: .
and continued to usfrom daytoday. . -~ -
- Three grounds there bee, upoa which this is:
eftablifhed. " - o

- Firft , taken from that frame of heart, which.
is found in the beft of Gods fervants, : Thereare:
three or' foure things very confiderable in this.

«cafe. Firft,in Gods juftified ones, thereis anun.

godly frame of heart till in them , in regard’
whereof, we had need continue'to adt our faith,
and torenew it 5. It isexpreffed inthe example of

Abrabam, who had net committed Adultery and

murder, yet he had not whereon to boaft; he was:
not juftified by workes, Rem.4. 1,t0 5. Bis 26 bims:
that werkesh not, bus bsleewerh an bim shat juftifies-
vhe ungedly, his faith s conbred for vighteoufne[fes
even as David accounts him x blefled ‘man ,

. inwhafe pirit there is no guile , {peaking of David
. inhisbeft times s There is tixcu'innnégvid and in

Abraham, an ungodly frame of heart, though-
the fimplicity of their hearts doenot allow them-

{felves therein s therefore  abrabam belecves in:
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~him thas jufifies the sngodly : It is a word you

would thinke were too -harfh to apply to fuch
faichfull men as either of them were 5 itis com-.
nionly applyed towicked men, 1 Pet.4.18.Where

-~ fball thenngodly and finner appeare?yerthe Apoftle

would confefleit of _4brabam, and hie is as ready
to fay itof himfelfe, Of fimners 1 amchiefe, 1 Tim.
1.Y5. :of whom eves wow I amn shiefe; «Abrabam
eveh - then accounts himfelfe an nogodly man,
when in his heart and fpirit there isno guile ; fo
that _4brakam ftands not juftified by the firft a&
ofihis. faith , his calling, bit by his alling this
#aiths-Aslong as we have flethin us , thereisan
aingodly frame of beart in us, G«/. 5. ¥7. a frame
that doth not acknowledge Godinall our waies,
nat feares,, and obeyes God {o as becomes us.
Notable.is that expreflion of Zeb 16.4. when his
friends had reproached him fearcfully and

fhamefully, foas his {pirit was much kindled a-

gainft them, but {aith he, Icould peake as you doe,
Andwereyour [onle in'my foslesiead., I conld beape
op wards egainft you , and devife words to vexe
your foules ; meaning he had the fame frame of
{pirit in him thattheyhad, he had that frame of
diftemper:it hisfoule, - that if hee ‘would butlet
loofe his [pirit, hecould make them appeare robé
no better then hypdcrites , .and-he could under- -
mine all the fignes and markes which they had
of their integrity ¢ hee could {3y any thing againft
them, -as'well as they cobld againtt bim 5 a figne
‘there wis asiingodly and uachaticable frame of

......
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“To fhew you, that fuch emineht profeffors, as

Abrabam, and David, and Paul, and 1¢b,turne me
out foure fuch of allchat are borne of women;
and yet they will all tell you , there is an ungodly

- frame in all theit hearts ;- and- 4brabim beleeves
- in him that juftifiesthe ungodly,and faith Dawid,
Blefled is the man:to whom the Lord imputeth

no fin, and in whofe fpirit thereis no l‘%‘:uilo; -And
therefore it will be'finto us, if wee be not dail
fenfible of grace from Chrift,daily to juftifie fuc

- ungodly wretches as we are.

‘Secondly, There is fuch a frame of heartin us,
as is not oncly full of all ungodlineffe , but this
frame isapt , and will fhew forth it felfe in us
many times above what we can imagine , which
requires this continued aét of faith. .M. 18,1,
2,3. An il diftemper arofe among the Difciples,
who fhould bee the greatefts a curiousand vaine
queftion , and full of pride of hearts and difcer-
ning that diftemper brake out, our Saviour tels

‘them, Except ye be converted and become s 4 child,
' ye canwet enter into Heaven: to thewyou thattiey

had need of anew convetfion, which is by apply=
ing juftification on our part : unlefle you fet your
hearts anewabout this worke , that this may bee
healed and mortified, you fhall not fee the king-

~ deme of God, andifamanbee excluded Geds

" convert

kingdome, it isa figne his fin wanted pardon, nio¢
but that finne once pardoned is for ever pardoned; -
and though itis impoffible, but that a:mantruly
werted fhould enter into the kingdome:-of .

Heaven; yet he muft againe bee canverted ,f a:id
.. - fecke
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-~ feeke for renewed grace from Chiift, or elfe

finne will lie in the way, which God hath promi.
fed it fhallnot: but God that hath ordained the
onc, hath ordained the other ; hee that.ordained
that the fin of his fervants fhalt not exclude them

~ from the kingdome of Heaven, he hath ordained
they fhould often renew the fenfe of their jufti-.

fication, . oo ... . . ,
Thirdly ,' Another part of the ill frime of our

hearts is , thateven our beft dnties , that proceed.

from our beft regencrate part,are imperfeét, even
our moft gracious part, that helpes usto preach
and heare, to receive Sacraments ;: and theve
gracesof God inus are imperfe;and the fruits of
thofe graces are imperfect, that we ftand in need
of Chrifts xi§ht;oufncﬁ'c daily to be applyed to us
cimperfections ifs us. Nebem.1 3.2,

had fet all in good order, et (pare me-0 €od accor-
ding tothy rich mercies: to thew you, that though'

the good mian faw no guileia hisheart, he fought -
the reforiation of allthings, yet-fpare me forthe -
~defe@s of my beft duties,” then he caftshimfelfe -
on God-formercy, for fparing and pardon.in his

beft performances, :So . Efay 64. 6.:.0ar beff
rightconfwe(fe i asa mewfiruansrag-: fothé Pricl

‘was to beare holinefle’ in his forchead , to rake -
siwaj the iviquity of sheir bolysfferings , Bxod 28, .
1 36,37,382 Amd though all other examples fhould -

-~ .

faile, a5 nione-ofithem 'can faile ; is. evi~

*,  'dent, Tobi.21.18. Simew, when thon:artekd,. ans+ -
" ther man fhall-bind .thee, and leade:thee )vbt'tz:'z :
. 3 - o .. bhos



340

Thelife;of Faith.

" mvan in his

thoy wovldﬁ’.mt, fignifying what death he fhould
dye, meaning hec fhould glorifie God by being

«ctucified, and was not this a gloriousadd com-

fortablething; that he fhould dyethe fame death
that Chrifidid ¢: Yes| it was; bae faithour Savi-
our, they fhall lead shee whisher thos wonldf net 5 as
if Peger could be contenttobedbit of his matyr-
dome : thoughdoubtlefle he was willing to pro-
fefle Chrift oo thie death; willing: ratHer ‘to dye
for him, then any moreto denie him ; yet he puts
himin mind, that he fhould carry weakneffe and
backwardneffe with him, even to the Croffe. So
that even our beft: works , even:martyrdome it

felfe ftands' in need of pardoning ‘and juftifying

grace, and God his not imputing the fin of them

- tous. . _

.. Fourthly, Another ungodly frame in-the beft
of Gods fervanis ;- is a readinefle in our hearts
when we are atthe beft, to fit loofe from Chrift,
and to fall off from God ; of our fclves I meane.
What the covenant of God intercepts, that-isno
thanke to us,biit:there is an evill heart of unbelecfe
i# ue yeady 1o depart from the living God,Heb.3.12,
hypocrites will certainly depare,and ver.r3.Gods
people mufttake heed , left they come to be bar-

denied shrough the decaisfilne(fe of finnes fia is toQ

fubtile for you, and will draw you away, and har-
den yourhearts from Gods feare,Ef¢y 63.17,18.
and not onzly every carnaliman , but every gmd

eft efase s altogether vasity, Plal.39,
6é.12, Sucha fticameof corruption is-there in our

hearss. , -that 1f a'han doe not looke well tahis

" ftanding,
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~* fanding, and hold faft tothe Lord daily, he will

be carried awaysitis fitly exprefled, Efsy 64.6,7.
We fade away lz{e 4 le_aﬁ,ya,n)) our i;_tiqaitz: l‘}]c‘e the:
windeedrric ws away; and thereafon isthe faméin
the point now in hand, There & nowe thas flirs np
bimfelfe tosake hold of shee 5 though wee have ta-
ken hold of God long agoe, at our firft juftificati-
on, yet becaufe wedo not fir up our felvesto lay
hold o himagaine and again¢, it cothes to paffe
that we are blafted like leaves : therefore know,
that the wore pardom of fin i ?pl)ed 10 85, the more

she frepgsh of finme &5 [Wodued in we, and thercfore’

we had need tgf lay hold on" Chrift-for-a daily re-
newed pardon 3'and thisis the firft ground:
" A fecont ground is-takén from the néceflity

- that lyés upon us,  for the performance of fundry

Chriftian dutics daily, without whi¢h they can-
notbedone,. - ¢ 1 St

.+ As fitft,we anc daily to pray for pardon of fin,.

Mat.6.11,11. Marker] 3,4, atid ifevery day
we be to pray for pardon-of fin;theh we are every

dayto put forthian a&t of faich , t6 apply thie pat-

Secondly, Weare every day fo turneto God,
for converfionisacontiqued aQ; Zich.1.3. Tom:
4:8. Now wt cannot draw ficeze G

AW daily, but
wee myft turac to him-for pardon aswell as for -

healing. R
s Tﬁzdly,- We aredaily to doe all our dutiesin -
the name of Chrift, Col. 3.17. and that is, that
through Chrift it might be accepted, and the fai-
lings of itpardoned, and fo to goeabout it, notin-
' . : : our:.
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out owne ftrength, to looke up to Godto fpare
and pardonus, when we have done our beften-
deaveurs, ‘ o L
 Wee are daily tokeepe life in the whole-man; -
Taith putslife into us,and into all ourgraces;love,
zeale,patience,&c. nofurther live,then they work

*__ from faith : and now faith is not kept alive unlefle:
" it beexercifed, for though it eyver live, it will be

fmothered, unlefle exerciféd ; faith in Chrift will-
bedecaying , unl¢fle it bee diily feta worke to°
beleeve in Jefus Chrift for d:itly pardon of our
daily tranfgreffions,, .and thetefore build up your: -
felves inyour moft holy faith. ... . = .-
Thirdly , another ground is taken from the
many daily meanes and helpes, that God yeelds
tous in the exercife of our faith, toward the par-:
donofourfin. Goddaily fupplies us with occa-
fionsthat way, and therefore we muft take what:
God offers.usin this kind ; as far example, thou
beleeveft in Chrift §or pardon of fin ; upon what
promife doft thou béleeves for every child of

'Godisachild of promife : thou fayeft , thouart

weary of fin, and haft come to Chrift, and bleffed
arcthey that fecke God, their hearts fhall live for
ever,&c. Itis wells thefé ptomifes will beare thee
out,for there is no day thou readeft the Scripture,
as daily thouart to readeit,Dess.17.19. Pfal.1.3.

~ butthou findeft alwaies fome frefh matter to ex-

ercife thy faith upon 3 looke how many fuch pro-
milgs thoureadeft,fo often art thou called uponto
beleeve thy fins are pardoned. And obferve again
inthe graciqus providence of God , doth h; not.
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foree witnelfe o thice that thy fims ave_pardoned

and artnot thom then toftrengtiienthy faithid e

affarance of thivmercy ? Iwdges 13.23.1f we Sfoonld
die;Godwwuld Wt bavrewicapsed Vur fagrifice swhich

{hew’ Yo that fo dfechas we fee Godacceprour

prayers, ouriconferchiees, the diligerice fa our cat:
Fings, whavis it for, but roftrenthéd out faich 2

Fourthly, Thercis feldome 2 day, but God
gives i wccaffon to krrow more of God, & cfotr
Lord Jefas Chiift, vo know mdre of his gracious
aéts, and of his graciows redemprionthén ever bez
fore 51 heare itin wchrmdfuch a Chriftians dif-
doiirfe, howgracious'God hath bieentd hiih, and
heieisa new arguirientrofive by faich; that firre
hive morecaufe to traft ipon God in Chrift, and
this will mightily carry Gods work an-end in me;.
fothe 'Apo!%c prayes tharthe Colfians might ée
Enrichedwith theknowledge of God, ‘Col.2.a. The
more we ktiow what God and Chrits, the bet-
ter will we truft theny, rﬁl.w‘;g{;%’wgthat God'
attd Chrift Isa thyfietieand fo thofegreat wotks:
of Ele@ion, Vocation; ahd R fon are miy-
frerics, tire Attribures of God are diyfterics, aik
thereferethe ¥aote W grow in thekiowledde oF
thefe mylterics, tfe tore occafion Rave wé to.
takeholdof God, and td yefitte gur refting upon.
hith ftom day to day. e
_ Now te apply this tivo o thirce wayes

ol to apply thits S |
| Firt, by 4 wokd oFtrong reproofe co al the ;.

copte of God, that content themfelves with re
chratrea Frovh dead works, Time v wheathey
penied, e tlave Yo' Chrift irery, wd s

were
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were they glad to doe, when their hearts were in
thraldome by reafon of finne, then were weglad
of any good boek; glad of any Chriftian confe-
renceto help us; It was then a Land lowing with
miik and honey;buit finfull is the negle of Gods

le, the Lord be mercifull unto us in thisbe-

- halfe; when God hath fpoken peace and pardon

fo us, and given us fomé.meature of ftrength of
grace, God fhall heare of us fo long as we ftand in
need of pardon, but when wee have got fuch
ftrength of grace, as that the loynes that heare us,
blefle us, then, asthe Moone, when it isfull, it is
furtheft off from the Sun, fo when we grow full
of our felves, we little know what it is to ftand in
need of pardon of finne 5 you fhall finde this to be
true. | M
- This.is the cafe of moft of Gods fervants, that
they are much to blame inthisfin 5 2 fin againft
the greateft grace that'ever God gave them,
which is juftification: for you ftirre not up your
hearts to lay hold uponit, but after fome great
fall, or after fome great doubts, or fome grievous
afthition, a8 David; Then bave mercy spon me, 0
Lord, according to the multisnde of thy mercies

- Pfal.51.x. This is faith} not working juftification,

but comming to Chrift for-juftification. God

fhall hear of him, when his bones are broken,and

his confcience wounded, fo when full of doubts,

- as Pfal.73.13. when he doubts he had wathed his

* 'bands in innocency in vaine; then he runs to the

fan@Guary 5 and then, Whoms have 1 in heavenbut
theesor ip carthin comparifanofthee? vey.as. Pld.
RS - 143.3.

Z
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1-4'3 ;z; And enter nas into jadgcm?nt with thy fer-
wam,0 Lerd 5 and why? what is the matter? why,
the enemy' had purfued his foule, and his fpiric

~ was like to quail within him ;and foin fome deep

afflitions, then, Is the Lord: amosgft us or no?

Exod.17.7. When plagued more then other men;
- thenwe feek to Godright earlys and when we.come

to good duties, and much is expe&ed from us,and
we doe but little, then can we feck God right car-
neftly. Itis well God may heare of usnow, and
we may blefle God that we are put to {uch plun-

, for were it not for that, we fhould tread un-
der foot the blood of Chrift. Take wee heed
therefore that theblood of Chrift grow not cold
in us, fo that an" univerfall deadneff¢ fall upon
us; Let us remember the ungodly frame of our
hearts when we are beft affifted, as' well'aswhen
Jeaft; you have aframe of heart in you, that could
fin as grofly as any of your brethren,and you have
an heart at the beft empty, were you putto triall
confider you have daily occafion to rente your
faith, elfe it will be but a fluggifh faich, and then

- will faith, and patience, and humility, and every

grace of God be dead in you ; .you will then lofe
your felves in your daily eallings, you will finde
yotir Families negleéted, and ‘Chriftian duties
fleighted, unlefle you fecke to ‘God for a daily
renuall'of your faith in fenfeof your juftification.

 Ofdire&ion. You fay,I am tolive by faith dai- Vfea

~'ly s how fhall I do it 2 ' Why,firft1abour for jufti-

fication 3 You fay you have that ; Why, then get
affurance ; You {ay, fo you have ; Itis wcll,bgﬁ:
° - 30 N
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*""Godfonhat but you have more work todog m_

his paticular; To; contmuc 3nd ren
qu fight of your juftification ; How. ?b_ lﬁ;doc

WhYzan’ tyou,hc linthe sc onso-‘:-

‘hc- » GON an
@Igpﬁtnz'hgu a&u,),t a;. "’lgfr 3&

th:cda,nkytap,gay for pat o ﬁ,n ang onp al
S D e
thou not ever reade omqt int
omiles thag ag js,fucﬁgo the fire of thy fagh ¢
Ecqf der, isthere net more tohe kndown of God
then ever yet thou difcernedtt 2 let me tell
thee whas ever thy. bufineffe be, thou hak more
need taminde this, then. any thing lpt.hc world
bcﬁdcg, what ever it be.
. OF comfort to, all the. people of God that
would live 3 comforsable life, for many a foule
thinks thus: Trueitis, Iblcﬁ“c God, I havc fome
life of jultification, but Iﬂxall never be ableso hold
on this life: it is too good a life for fuch an unpro-
ﬁtablc wretch, Tfh chgch it prefeatly.

Bur comfont qhy ifc againft that feare, for.
i ra TR
what need yon have of't 0 a0
fec whar 3 bals frame ofheart youhave, fet faith
awork i myoug daily, duties, 3d exercileit upon
thcpr God, and thegracions providen-

d,&: your heart about this, and chis will

. cqm qbly follow, yon thall hold your con;tort

* day after day, andyou will bhemore Bl in

: zom;agc thep ever nctofom.

Wc:

—
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V 'VE E come now to fpeake'ofthe life of our
San&ification, how that is led and lived
by faith. The truth whereof will appeare by ope--

“ning to you foure principall groundsthereof,

which may be not onely fomany realons of the
point, but likewife a declaration of fo many
meanes which faith ufeth to bring us on, to.live

. .this life of our fan&ification. - :

_ Firftitis by faith, that ive doe reccive toour

felves, the Authors, and Fountaines, and Roots
“of out fan@ification; Chrift i made umto us of Ggd
our fanctification, 1 Cor, 1.30. The holy Ghoft
- alfo, the holy Spirit of God works holjncfle inall
-the people of God that have fellowfhip with
. Chrift, and both thefe we receive by our faith

in Chrift 5 Chriftdwels in our hearts by faith, Eph.

-3.17. To as manyasbeleevein him,. God gave.
. power to be called thé fons of God, 1eha 1. 12.

“Tareceive him, 'and to beleevein his name,is all

" one; dnd the meaningis,that as foone as oncethe
- foule of a Chriftianis beaten out of confidencein

.itsowne good parts of nature, and is humbled ac

.thefight of its owne manifold tranfgreffions, as -

foone as therepon:it cafts:it:fclfe upon Chrift,

though the foule know netas yet, what Chrift -

will doewith it, yet fo foone are wee married.to
-Chyift; and filled with the holy Spirit: And fo by
faith we receive the promife of the fpirit, Gal.
'3.14: fothat by the fame faith whereby were-
ceive Chrift to dwelkin us, we reccive the holy
. Spirit alfo, 16 work from - Ghyift and through

. Chrift;all tha¢ power of gzodlinelfe which a Chri-

ftian

° <
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ftian life holds forth,and from that day fqmard
and from this caufe it is that both tbcpcrfons,and
the dutics, and the works of a Chriftian manare |}
- _accepteds Gew.4.4. To the perfon firfk, which by
faith was jutified, and then to his. oﬂénng God
had refpe, Heb.11.4. So that this is ithe. pomt ’
That the faith of a2 Chriftian doth conve
to my heartto be mine, andthe proxmﬁmﬂy irit to
‘be mines and heace it comesto pafle, that both
my perfon and my work comeptobe accepted, -
fom whenoe doth fpring forth a ground of much

an fi tovhed'ervam of Godin
themr \-ﬁi e ormmocs, forhereby. not onely -

our perfoas, :and poorg Chriftian duties are ac-
cc ted bm(wluch 1s wonderfull) our very finfull

infirmities; which may ‘feemic 2 t!;;hradox:c, and
doth o to Chriftians themfelves,thar are fenfible |
of their owne infufficienciestogood; and readi-
dinefle vofall imo foule fin. It {cemes.to thoman
unlikely thing beyond all fenfe and faith, that
theirinfirmiries ﬁmuld not break thxs]caguc, yet P

faith, when it.is:lively, ican fee thae éhough ¢he
;aion be fnfull, yetthgpecfonis accoped. You
. geade 1 Kings15.5. tlm Dmddidré# wbuiuw
wightinshe fight of the Lovd, .amd iwurned mos afide - |
from fallowing after the. Lorddmmytbagtﬁa e
mnledhm, ferveonelyin shemmser.of Préab's
But why onely that ¢ «doe you think it wasnota
finin Dwtdwnumba-the ople 7 would Gl
have killed feventy fmJm h the: plague for
- that whmh av:smgbitthe aﬁﬁhc'
Lio:ar anid did hie niot-cotopiain, Pl 11 9. Thl:t
, . L T c
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“he onely evill in the fighvof the. Eosd:.{8 that.
‘when faith is a@ive and: ftirridg, ‘Godtakes part:
witha foule, .and gives feritence with thewholé:
man accerding to his faith; thathedoth notwie -
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‘he was:m‘to a way oflying #and did ‘hemot
- fometime wrong UM ephibofberh, his faithfull and

good Subjed, by hearkning to the fycophancy
of awretched Ziba ¢ And tsall this right inthe
fight of the Lord # why the Text faith, He tarmed
ot afide from any Commandement éf she Lord, [ave
oncly iw the matter of vrish : Now underftand
whatIfays In all other the paffages: of Davids
life, thongh;David did fin, yet notwichftinding

- hisfaich wrought egaintt his' cotruptioh, and his-
faith did guide him many times according to the

lighthebad ; if hee'did any thing that was no¢
right, his faith wrsftled againit it,. and would not
leave tillit had got chevicory;as faith ever dothy
1 Jobam 5 .4.'and theaceit is that Ged-ever afcribes
the viGory tofiith 5 butnow, if faich lie fleeping,

arin a{woune, a8d: not ftirringand a@ive,: then;

corruption; makes. fonle wafbieadn -the foule. Sin
ssinmphs defperatcly in 2 mans Reart, and carrics
aman to much wickedneffe in the fight of Gods'
fo Dawvid doth now in this cafe of ¥riak, his faith
was lulled affeep;: and fip was;mountedupon the:

ftage, now hese was nothing butfin; ohely Baxh

was then. inthe heart of Duvid, Abidirig, but not

afide; even thoh whem he dothwwne afide. And:

youfee ihagtousd of thisis;-bedarfe by fich we'
receive Ghrift; and the firitof Chrift.to.dwell.
s 73

n

irring, notextriifing it felfe,; and Tothereby, did
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in us, and this fpiric lufts againft the feth; and

~ onely when it comes to groflefins, but even his

fotwardin reformation; Zered refpeétive of obm,
+ - yetif the heart be not purged by faith toreceive:

_accepted, and fo not his work, his beft a®ions are-.

ik the.afbes, that he a&s not the very ftron

where there is fuch a lufting, God accepts it-for
the work of the whole man, becaufe God looks
at what he would doe ; andthe {piric hath fo fan- b
¢tified the will and- judgement, that he allowes.
not himfelfe in that which is evill, and then 7t 4
not he,but finne shat doth it,Rom.7. But onthe con.:
trary, as to the pare all things are pure, Titus 1.15.

fo to the impure: nothing s pure s No Chrift to
purifie with his blood, no fpiritto purifie withhis
grace, then to him every thing is uncleane, not .

beft duties, his hearing, receiving of Sacraments,
&c. To theimpure and unbeleeving 4Bl things are
wncleane, yea even theiy very mindes and confciences
aredefiled 5 and it is a ftrong word he ufeth, Re- |
probateso cvery goodwork ; Itis refufed and reje--
&ed of God, he.doth notaccept, nor will he re-
ward itwith any fpirituali or eternall blefling s he
miay reward fome ‘civill works, with fome civill
blefling, butnot with an .ctefnall : though Zehw be

Chrift, and the fpirit of grace, his perfon is-not

but fplendids peccasa, glittering abominations in

the fight of God.. Now though every mankniow™
this, yet he dothnot think of it many times when’ .

he hath moft need; for itisno new thing, that a-

man may have 4 gosd habit and g}ﬁ, and yet not-
work, for the habit may befo bedrid and raked :ﬁ 'i |

grace

S \
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grace fomerimes in hun,and fo 2 man is much tur-'
ned aﬁdc -and recovers not himfelfe without:

£hm as it isobferved by Divires, had’
».-come ,” (.though hee mfeuour o'
Daml) and blown up that fpark of faith that lay
in bimy- he had tiea tn thar conditidn'tohisdeath,‘
but God: afterward put him to acthis -faith and-
repontance’ afteﬂa mdfo madencw workc of it,
Pfdlsigo. e

. Now [ccond gromd of thxs truth is takcn
from thepower thacfaith oncly hath to mortifie
our corniptions. - EoMfandification fasds chicly
intwo thngs ; Inthemerrifimion of edrruption,
andg-ié&mg ourfpirits to holy dutics, a faith
dath both thefe ; whae ever finfull corruption e
be,that:isin rie;: whether pride or waatemnefle,
. orwharever diftempecit be; faich mortiffes it,

faith, keepes us ftanding thae weefall riot, 2 Cor.
r.24. Heb.11.30, By faichihewalls of Iericho fell
- dense, wﬁta!Zq hdkncm 4ffea dwtﬁvm
dayes 3 and it was bythelﬂamngof Ramshorns.
'lf:ge&mng wealls of Iﬁmb‘ arel;r;utfwr {ér%n

ing corroptions, t B walls of otir finfu

lufks, which we are not ablh:%ofcalc, and we come

aadtrailcour weapors. after us, call upori God'
for ﬂrcngth againft them:, bet this'is but the

blowing of Rams horsies; buxfow it is faithi thae
roots out thefe corruptions effeciuatly ; faith pue
forthinthefe Ordinances, throwes downe thefe
high Towers; And would you kmow how ¢ why

by thefe meanes: <
Eirﬁ, i puus s forth. am:ghty pawcr to blaﬁ ;!!
the

35



O The Kfe of Faith.

. theobjecs upon which our corruptions are bent
and fer; whir: the obje& continues in the luftre,
they abide ftrong, but faith hath a power to take
fewell from that fire, Heb.11,24.t0 27. wheié the.
Apoftledefcribes the mighty power of a lively
faith ; thefe are the thice obje@s of fin, theplea-
fures, the credits, and-the profits of finne;; Now.
faith blafted the honour of Phardehs Comt, foas:
he efteemed it not to be called the fon of Pharseks.
daughter, and fiith- made him looke atthe plea.
fures of fin, as a more unworthy condition , then:
the rebukes of Gods childien,. hee would rather:
bee called 3 captive flave with Gods people 5 it isi
more henourableto him to bee fcorned among
Gods people, thentobe counteda Pavourite in:

- Pharashs Courty and though in fuch 2 place, hee
might cafily have feathered his neft with trea..
fures, yet faith makes him fee fellowfhip with:
Gods peoplein their worft condition, is greater
riches then all the treafures of the land of Egypt;.
tht;gh he might have many difcouragements.
and feares of great meén, yet by faith he feared wot

the fiercene(fe of she King. Thus faith opens a mans
eyes to fee the happinefle of-Gods childreny and:
then the pairing of the nailes; the rebukes and fla-
veries. of Gods people.is greatly efteemed ; Faith'
blafts alt the firong obje@s of our finfull lufts,.
and therefore a man by faith efcapestbe poliusion of
theworld, 3 Pet.1.4. fo thatita man be ftrong in

his lufts, itis becaufe cither hehathno faith, or

his faith not a&ive ; andthis is the reafon why

- faith doth fo wonderfull fandific, .bccan!de 11:

c oth -
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doth fo ftrongly mortifie,
" Againe fccondl?r, Faith doth mortifie our cor-
ruptions , by applying Gods promifes to our:
foules, for faith doth meditate npon the promifes,.
and belecves therein, and waits upon God for the'
accomplithment thereof ; and thereby faith woa-
derfully kils corruption, and quickens the life of
-~ ‘our fan&ification,Desr.30.6. God hath promifed
t6 circumcife our hearrs, and hath faid, there is o
God like unto bim , that [ubdues the iniquity of his

people ,Micah 7. 18, r9. Hee hath promifled to

pawre cleane water upon them , and to cleanfe them
Srom all their 1dols, Exck.36.25,26. Now 1 pray
g&u confider, doth God promife to a foule; fajt
- beginsto fz‘zy, True, I have an hearr of ftone, but

God hath faid he will take it away; I have an un-

cleane heart, but God hath faid, hee will cleanfe’ -

it; my finsare too mighty for me,’ but hath not’
God faid, there is none like unto him to fubdue
‘them? andf{o faith finds God making good his
wotd, inall itbeleevesenhimfor. -
- Thirdly, Yea many times faith works when
wee have no promife that wee can thinkeon to’
worke upon, aswasthe cafe of the Syrophenici-
an woman, though ftriick off from promifes, yet
flic ¢ould lay hold of fomething, M4t 15.25.
and canthenfay, Lord help me 5 this is the ma~
ture of faith , when promifes faile, then it can’
looke for help from the mighty power of the’
Lord Jefus, for the fubduing and mortifying of
the ﬁi‘onﬁeﬁc'crmptions'in us. Butnow, whereas
in morall vertues -, one vertue as it growes in’
v , - 14 ftrength, .
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“Ttrength, fo it will mortific the contrary vice, as
liberality eovetoufnefle , &c. bat it is not {o in
grace, .itis not the ftrorgeft grace in a Chriftian

- manthat.can mortific the weakeft -corruption in

‘him, ifFzith be afleepe; there isnattheweaket
carruptionin a Chriftian,but it will overturne the.
firongeft grace, unlefle faich {ers it aworke, for
conftant experieacé fhewes,thepeople of God are -
commonly overcome in their ftrangeft graces,,
by their weakeft corruptions. Peter was moft
bold, and boldneffe -is oppefite.to fhame and
feare, and yet this weake corryption being bura
Lirtle provoked by 2 weake girle , downe fals the:
firong boldnefle and courageof Peter, invo a fear-
full deniall of his Mafter. <afefes the meekeft man
uponthe faceoftheearth, and yet what kept him
out of Canaan ,; but that be eze4 (pake unaduifedly
with his lips # tofhew youthat the rongeft Chri~
ftian will be foyled inhis ftrongeft grace, by his
weakelt corruption ; ualefle faith keepe life in it,
for in our ftrongeft graces, we are moft apt to reft
upon.our {clves, butfaith ever makes us reft moft
in Chrift: ok the moft patient man, yet foyled-
withimpatiengy , but hee that.had but fo much
faith asto f{ee his unbeliefe, and to cry for help.
againt it, he profpered mightily, Mut.gi33,t0 25. _'
I faith be ftirring , it will make thewals of Jeri~.
choto falldown, notthe firongek devillinaman,.
butitwill be fuibducd and over-maftered. - -

_ Thirdly, By faith welive thelifc.of fandifica-
ton, becauleby faith we doelively performe all

the holy duties wee have in band , i isfaith that
L e puts

|
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ts life-into them all,-and they are aot holy un-
{:illé faith put life into them, though otherwife
_ they be the s of faving gracess it is holinefle
that gives Godihis due; a8 rghecbu/nefle pives
maft bis due, fofdraswe give God his dueixis an
holy a&ion, and it is not cur wifdome, and zeale,
and buniliey, bt it is onely. the faith of a Chri.
" ftian thae makeshitogive God hisdwe.. @ -

.. Now, faith dotti threc thiigsia thidparticular,

. ~Fir; Fdith- dépeads upan God for affitance
to doe his dutie, Efay qo4lt. Pob.15.5.2 Cor.3.5.
Pbilis. 13, Eaith makes us depend and wait upon
Chridt., for afiftamec! and ftrenpth to doe every
Chriftian dusiet, - dod: fitlvackmbwledgeth, thar
et et
.- Secondly, Itis.by faich thar wee upon
Gods wam{ for guidhmee, faith will fee a wa‘:r?nt

fromt the wdrd dor what it doth ;- Row. t4.elt,

Whatewer is not of faith is fin, faith will have the
word for a Lanthorne and guide toits way, Pfal.
IFQEOS, + i "1 on T - :
- Thivdlyl, Faith:dependsupon the mercy of

Godin Chrift,. for acceptante of imbeft datie:-

Nekew. 13. 22.- when hee had taken moft paines

in eforming ofevill, .yct Remsmber me 0 my God
Sor this, qnd pareimein.thy grestmersits.Col.3.19:
Belecving in his niame, it is aceopted. Nowthusto -

give. Godhisdne, s the very true nature and de-

finitionrof holinefle; now then fince faith it isthat
aloe:hakes usdepend apen Gods grace foraf-:

fiftance, and upon bis word for guidance ;. and'

upon-his mercy for aceeptance ; then knowthat:
L without
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- hein thiscafes

withoutthis, though in aa holy dutie all other

graces are working,yet there will beno life in our
beft dutles for want of faith:as to put onc inftance
of difference betweene two:Chriftian men,; one
man prayes. with much ftrength ofzeale and hu:
mility , -and is much enlarged, finds muchaffi-
ftance, and can-prefle God wich many gracious
promifes , -and experiences: of Gods formerdea-
ling , and doe it with fuch :enlargement of heart,
as it yeelds much comfort 1 all that hdaré him ,
and he is fatisfieds Surely God hath accepted me;

in regard of his affiftance and enlargement, Take

another man; dnd he wraftles much; "but cannot
get his heart broken,and whache doth,is cold and
flat, and he goesaway much difcouraged, oncly

it may be God helps him thus far, as to fmite his

breft, and to cry out, Now Lord be mercifullta
me afinner. Now what faith God, howjudgeth
Why,this man and his prayer,goes
home more {an@ificd then the other; whenceit

will come to pafle, that aman that is thus ftrait-

ned, when he comes toprayagainé, - he will bee
more inlarged , and the other man more ftraic.
ned and foyled 5 and here is the onely difference;
the man that was ftraitned, by faith hee lookes
up to Chrift for help, but it may bee, foundit no¢
inthat meafiire he defired, and if God now give

himan heart to cry to him for'mercy, andtoac-"

cept his'weake performances, that is true life of

faith: bue the other man foing about aduty in
- ftrength of grace received ,

therein, his faith is not foactive in looking upto

- Chrift

,___—4

and is comforted-
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 Chrift for pardoning and healing, and God hath

ot his due, the grace and blood of -Chrift not

their duc 3 fotha here wasa warke of fan@ify.

ing grace, bur there wanted the life of faithin i,

without whichit is butadead wotke. =~ =~
Pourthly, - the laft a® by which faith givesus
to live the life.of fan@ification,and that is, It gives
us to ufe all the holy Oxdindnces of God in a
lively mannersThe word profited,ms shém shas heard
815 beganfe it wasnot mixed wish faith , Heb. 4.3.
there is a mighty power in faith to put life into all
thie Ordinances 3 fee how,thrqearfom e waies, -
~ Firft, when faith is flirring, it longs and defires:
much after the ftrongeft, pueft, and livelieft Mi-
niftery, and every Ordinance. in the.greateft pu-.
rity, and thatis fromfenfe of hisowndeadnefle,
and hardneffc of heart, and of the many ftrong:
c,omz;tionshc hath to wraftle wichall;and there-
fore

ith would have the livclieft and pureft Or-.

dinanceit can get; becaufe it knowes it ftandsin.

need ofall s Coves after she beft gifts , 1 Cor. 12,

sk, and hee meanes not: onely the beft gifts ina.
mansfelfe, butalfo in others: not.but that he can,
and defires to.make good ufe of any gift God:
difpeafes to him , but he would enjoy the beft if -
hee can ; and therefore it is thatthe Church faith,
- Cant.a.5. St4y me with Flagons, thatis, not drops-
or cups,orbowles of wine, but Flagons;the fwfs ;
would bee filled with the holy Ghoft , ichathno.

- fay, ealefic it may be filled with ftrongandlive-

ly Ordimances.
. Secondly, Faith though it frongly affc@t ffron-.

geft:
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“ gcﬁ abilities , yet faith comes to tb::m, as ifthere

ware no'lifein them, asifthey were altbutempey
veflels and had no lifé in them, wolefle Chirit bee
plcafedvo breath in them, - and therefdre i coned
to Chrift , and intreats him that he weould prepare
the Minifters heary, that fo fometife dod firengeh
may be.difpenfed from thefe lively ©rdinances;
orclfctt il bee but 2. déad workies Zfay 36. 1.
The fivength ofcheCity liesnot fn i own wals,
not in the. Chariots and Horfemen of Iffac),
though they be as firong as-Elish and Elifba werd
in their dayes ; #10, bix fabvation hath God [&  for
mtnpdiulmks asﬂo it aifl, 1 Chr.17.13,t0
18. Icho[baphat had procered more then 2 miltiori
of fouldxcrs,whléh one woul& think were ehougli
to over-run thewholeworld , though it Were alll

~ inhabited, ycmotmthftanding faith he, ¢

12.°0 Lordhireis in ws o frengih, “weither dmve
know what 10 doe, bus onr eyes are umrds thee. Now
therefore doe but fee the faichofa Chriftian, hee
would have millions of ftrength.and yet whcn he:
haththem , he lookes at them all asempty crea-
tures, unlefle God f ghtin them 5 foa Chriftian,
he would havethe {lrongcﬁ power of God in any
gift of his fervams,yet he comes to themi as meere
Conduit-pipes, thereforche hangs about Chrift -

 foraffiftance, and that pits fife into the Ordinan-

ces s Faith looks fornothmg fromthe Q_rdmanccs _

, furthcr then God breathes inthemr. -

- Thirdlg . Faith loekes at all the promifes of |
God that hc hath made tous in the Wbrd, Exed.
20. z4 hee hathi: promxfcd that hee will give his

people

I ——
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people a meeting,and that they fhall never [eck his
faceinvain g and that, Heare and your foules [hall

live : And now faith clafps about thefe,and helps
" it felfe muchthis way. - '

4. Faith applies the whole word, both threat-

nings,Commandements, & promifes, as beloag-
ing to him,or defiring that it may be fo, P[119.66.
&r49.76n.3.6.t0 9.faithapplies the whole word of
God,and fo putslife into every ordinance of God;

the mighty power of faith looks for the mighty

power of God in all-his holyOrdinances & difpen- -

fations, and fo it puts life into our fan&ification.
Now for apglication to all Chriftians that
would live an holy life, letitbean ufe of direction

to you, notfomuch todefire ftrengthdiretly and -

carneftly in this or that grace, and then to think
you fhall be well, unleffe it be of the grace of
faith, chiefly defire that ; youfhall finde many a
‘Chriftian that will fay, Oh-had I'but an heart
humble enough, I fhould be well: but haddeft
thod an heart humble enough, thy humility
would not hold out, or elfe thou wounldeft' bee
proud ofit,and thou wouldeft truft upon thy ha-:
mility too much. Another man faith, Could I be
but zealousin prayer and preaching, that would
ferve theturne. Another man faith, Could I in’

the Sacrament but feele the power of Chrift Je-

fus, I fhould truft God the better all my dayes ;
but nay that will not doe it neither. Another man
faith, Had Ibut patience I fhould doe well, Iam
troubled with many croffesand I want patience ;

but patieace would not ferve thy turn. 2ob had pa--

tience,
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tience, but it would not ferve his turns no grace
will fefve thy turne but faith,and therefore if thot

" wouldeft grow ftrong in any grace, pray net fo

much for ftrength in humility or zeale; &c. .as

- chiefly nourifh thy faith; and fetit awork in every

bufineflt fo much faith, fo muchof every grace.
Suppofe thou fee a tree bring forth good fruit,and
fome treés have fundry branchesof feverall fruir,
wouldeft thou have any of the branches fruitfull, -
thou muft not thinke it enough to water that
branch, but you muft water the root well ; fo -
wouldeft thou have humility and patience fruie-

- full, and ftrengthened, take mothought fo much -

forthem, as apply all by faith in'Chrift; Letthat
be fought for, and then take no care for thy zeale -
and patience, and humility, there willbe enough
for every gract of God; take: but thou care that
faith may live, and that exercifed in all thou haft,

" and then carenot fer other graces they will come
_ in abundance upon thee, S

 Andfo fecondly, it is adirection unto you that’
defiretolive a holy life ; there is nothing but faith
that receives Ghrift and the fpirit of grace, wheres
by youand yout duties-are accepted, onely faith
mortifies you, and puts life into your'duries; and

- fetches life from évery Ordinance y and therefore-

in the name of Chrift live by faith in receiving
Chrift, ia mortifying corruptidn, in exercifing-all

holﬁgutics.« and in addrefling your felves to eves

ry holy:Ordittance fo: thall you livé by faich,-
and ketp.an holy Sebbith 10 God; und live e .
holy life, and diear troly deach 5 “onlef¥ ﬁdtmxﬂé- .
o | e Rirring
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Hirring in every grace, the holy graces of God

" will be detained in much unrighteoufnefle, and

~ fo you will be robbed of your peace,and God of

~ his honour.

| BEmg now to addreffe our felves to the admini-

ftration and recciving of the Lords Supper,

| and there being {peciall ufe of thelife of faith, -in
that part of our Chriftiam life of holinefe hefore
'Godj Ithall now fpeak fomething tothat [ubje&t,

to wit, to fhew you, that by faith welive the life

" of fanRification in receiving the Lords Supper.In
this point faith hath three principall works or

ads, and all of them ftrangly firring and opera-

tive in preparing 2 Chriftian foyle to the.worthy
" receiving ofthe Lords Supper. ~ = o
" Firlk, faith purifies the heart, A5 15.9. You
‘have heard from Zohn 1.12. that faith appliesand
receives Chrifts and that faith works by love,

-Gal.5 .6, Now allthefe beadtive and ftirring, and -
fet the heart into a frame to feaft with God ,.

- -when we partake/with him in that his holy Ordi-

- Now to fpepk o&hefc;in Fairticul'ar, .'fxox‘iv faith

.doth exercife it felf, what life ic puts forth:for the
ferring of our hearts in a right frame before God
_inthis Ordipance. -~ -

- ",Firlt,-fqr;pur,ifyingthﬁc héal;ﬁ-: famh .ﬁrﬂ,pﬁriﬁqs- |

) our'h%ﬂ.s. , Lo S o
. Secendly, it parifies gur company..

Ty i e alo dhe Ondinance e
B There

By
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"Theré are two or three fpeciall acs of faith, as
it purifies our hearts to this Ordinance.

Firft, it is by faith that a Chriftian man keepsa
continuall watch over his heart and wayes, not
onely the Sacrament day, but the weeke before,

yea from Sermon to Sermon,and from one Ordi-

-nance to another : You fee when men make ac-
count of a folemne feaft for freinds and neigh-
bouts, doe you not fee how the whole houfe is fet
a work to prepare roomes, furniture, and apparell,

- and all things futable forfuch afeaft, and you

fpend much time to prepare for fucha bufinefle ;
fo now we knowing and beleeving thatwehave
fuch a folemnity to performe,doe you thinke that
a lively faithin - Chrift doth not looke at the Sup-
per of the Lord,asa farre more folemne feaft then
any of our feftivals be? doth he not looke at
feafting with God,as a' more folemn and waighty

bufineffe, and which requires more preparation
. and addrefment of the foule nnto, then any;, that
any man can reach unto ¢ Faith keepes the whole -

man, in amans whole time,in afetled watch over
his hearr, that when fuch a time comes, he may

. not behindred by any finfull failing, Take youa

Chtiftian man, though faithfull, that lets downe
his watch over his heart and way, and he will
foone be like the field of 1he [lnggard,overgrowne

with many diftempersy and which is worfe, (marke

what Ifay) when a mans watch is downe, though
he be overfpread with thefe lufts,when he fhould

‘come preparedly t6 the "Sdcrament, ‘he knowes
. Jotwhere heloft himfelfe, but is fo darkened, as

it

R
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~ when he comes to fit downe with God in this ho-
ly Supper 5 Itisan holy expresfion that of the A-
pottle,x Pet.5.8. Befober andwatchfull, for your ad-
werfary the Devill [eckes whom he may deveure,
whem refift fiedfaft in the faith. asif he fhould fay,
feeing the Devillis fo watchfull to doe you what
mi{chiefe he can, doe you refift him 5 how ¢ fted-
- faft in the faith ; this will make you fober and
watchfull, {o thatif you fee any {warving in your
felves, hereis matter of humbling, if any weake-
nefle, hereis occafion for you to fecketo God,
for ftrength: Thus faich keepes the heart ina
watchfull frame, it can fee, how it gets aliving

by faith ;. it is a wonder to fee a chriftian man,

whenhis faithis not ftirring,he looks at theSupper
of the Lord but asa common thing, atleaft but as
‘acommon duty, and therefore are we fo farre to
{ecke. It was a complaint the Apoftle Zude,ver. 5.
12. made of them shat turne the grace of God into
wantonne[fe, they are (pots in your feafts of charity,
Jeeding themfelves wishout feare : to thew you it
were a finne for a Chriftian, was he but at a
civill feaft, if he thould feaft without feare, the
Apoftle condemnesit, as turning the graceof God
intowantonne(fe 5 implying that when a Chriftian

takes occafionof moft liberty, then he is moft apt |

to let his heart loofe ; but now faith keepes the
heart in an holy feare of God all that time, it
keépes us watchfull and attentive, and fo keepes
 alive the grace of God in our hearts, and makes
us fit to partaké with the Pf.ord in any Ordingnﬁc

: a . C

L4
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it is a wonder to fee how farre hee is to feeke,
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purifies the heart,it watches over the whole frame
of our hearts and wayes, and takes fome courfe
daily to fet the heart in order before God; as pre-
paring us for fuch a folemne meeting, that God
may fee no iniquity in his people. Amos 3. 1, 2.
Notable is that expreffion., Cans. 7. 2. whichis a
defcription (as fome of the beft Intejpreters take
it) of thetwo Sacraments of the Church of the
new Teftament, viz. Baptifme and the Lords
Supper : asina heape of wheat much nourifhment
isto be had, yetitis more comely when fer abous
with Lillies; implying that the Sacrament of the

- Lords Supgcr, when purely difpenfed and fet a-
. bout with

oly and pure white and humble Chri-
ftians, yeelds plentifull nourifhment, and fuch
an one is fit to partake in that Ordinance,

2. Fuith purifics the heartby judgingit felfe of
whatfoever impurity it findes in its felfe,efpecially
of fuch fins as have been committed againft the

- Lord Jefus Chrift,and his grace;you heard it from

Zach. 12. 10, that we looke upon Chrift, whom
we have picrced, by faith, and that makes us

_mourne biteerly for our finnesagainft him. When

therefore faith lets us fee how much we have fin-
ned againft Chrift, and his grace, and againft
every Ordinance of his, how weakely we have
walked in the fenfe of fuch quicke Ordinances,
this brings rhe heart of a man to mourne unfai-
nedly for all the evills he hath done agaioft

Chnift. - .
3- Faith,a8 it purifies the heart, hath thiswork,
o it
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it comes tothe Ordinance feeking the power of
God, and the beauty and glory of God there,and

fo fatisfying it felfe in finding ‘him there, Pfal,

63.1,2. O God thou art my God, that is the voyce
of faith,carely will I feckethee; My [oule thirfteth af-
ter thee, this 1s onely the worke of faith; Then the

foule thitfts after God in the beauty of the San-

@uary, as he hath fometime feene : if we come
- not to the Sacrament hungting and thirfting after

the beauty of God there, faith hath not beene fet
aworke ; whereas faith, that keepes the heart
alive in acknowledgement of God tobe our God,
it makes us JB long after thebeauty of God and his
glory, as we have fometimes feene it in the San-
¢tuary. Notable is that fpeech of the Church
Cant. 1.7. Shew me o thou whom my [onle lovesh,
where thou feedeft thy flocks at noones for why [hould

1 be us ome vailed amongfi vbe flockes of thy compans= -

ons ? The foulethat cleaves to Chrift, would fee
where he refts and where he dwels, for when I
come to thy Ordinances, why fhould Ibeas one
vailed, that Ifee no Chrift, no life, nor glory
there? whereas other Chriftians have the vaile ta-

ken away,lam as-one fingled out and left indark-

nefle, and fo I come to turne afide from’ Chrift,
as the word in thetext reades it; for more then

the foule fees and findes Chrift in the Ordinance, -

it is ever of the§&clining hand from Chrift, the

fight of Chrift there knits us the more neerclyto

him, in conjugall affe&ion, whereas if Chrift be
- under a thicke cloud and we fee him not there,
then we turne afide from him; you fhall finde

Aaz your .
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'your hearts clofing the wéeke folloewing, much

infnared with fenfuall lufts, and if you were vay-
Jed in time of the Ordinance , your hearts will be
declining after the Ordinance;fhew me therefore,
faith the foule , where thou lieft and quieteft the
hearts of thy flock , where thou keepeft thy bed
of love, and let me fee it, For why fhould 1 bee vay-
led? if1bevayled, Ifhall turne afide, and fall
upon other lovers, I fhall clofe with worldly con«
tentments,and fit loofe from thee. Thus faith pof-
fefling us with this conclufion, that the Lord is

our God, it makes us come to the Sacrament

thirfting after Chrift, that being rﬁcﬂmd with
him there,, wee iay keepe fellowfhip with him
ever afters Faith when it is lively , knowes
full well, the treafures of grace are to be found in
the Sacrament, it knowes that both Chriftsbody
and blood is to beehad therey there is bread to
ftrengthen weake grace, and wineto quickendull - -
fpirits ; and therefore the fpirit longs after par-
taking with him 3 faich it is, by which wee fecle
our want of ftrength: and thus faith prepares us
fora fit partaking inthis Ordinance.

Secondly , But yet this is not all, -for it isthe
nature of faith, not onely to purifie our owne
hearts , but to purifie the hearts of our brethren,
asmuch as in us lies ; our Saviour wathed all the
Difciples feet, 16hn 13.5,8, to 14. and faith, If
I wafb you wot, you hawe wo part in me: to fhew you,
that every Mafter of a family muft bee carefull
to wafh the feet of all thefe hee hath any partor
portionin. Asin the Law, they put away all lea-
ven when they came to the Paflcover, which was

: : a
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a;typé of this Su;;fcr,"t Cir.5.7. Faith that puri:
fies the heartppurifies thé hafeal{o 3 hee would
hiave nowickednéffe found there , -bue by inftru..

&ion,and commands, and admonition to his beft’

- endeavors, -hee would reforme whit-ever he fees

amiffe.. Itis true,a Chriftian can but reach tothe
outwird man, but he will do what he:catv. What
4 wonder-is it ;" t0 feé how the faith of Pl

wrouight inthis particutar, for all the people that
were with himyin the fhipe 4&s 17.35,34. which
fhews you, that a man:that doth beleeve, God

hith abiefling for him and his company, he will

ftir them all up €0 bec of a-good minde, and to
wait upon God for fuch amercys Panl, though
- but 2 fojourner in the fhip ; and a poore captive,

_though they would not take his counfell, yet be=:

caufe he had prayed for them ', and God had an-
fwered him ¢ Then brethren I beleeve it fhall be
fo, and therefore be of a good minde and agood
heart, and be fit to receive fuch a mercy 5 fo isitin
like fort, a Chriftian houtholder, orany that {o-
journes in afamily, ifhebeleeves, thereis thisor
thatmercy to be found from God inthat Sacra-

ment; we fhould tell them , wee beleeve thereis .

fuch a mercy in ftore for you, and therefore be of
good an honeft hearts, and of a ‘cheerfull frame
of fpirit tereceiveit. - -

Thirdly, Faith is carefull in an elpeciall man-
ner to purifiethe Ordinances' themfelves in fome:

meafure, for though it is not in'us to purifie them, -

yet faith makes them pure to:me, Titm 1. 15,
Faith willingly defiresthat every Ordinance may

Aaj -be
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" be difpenfed inpuricy, it defires the fincere mitke ~

ofthe word, 1 .Pet.z,2,.and fo-of the Sacraments.
Ivaffeds ot thofe gavidie and theatricall thews

~ the Popith Religion defiles the Sacrament with 5

......

- and as it defires the fimplicity of the QOrdinaaces, .

fo it defires, that no imputity in it felfe mmy make.
themyworle: hedefires that God would ‘pardon;
the whale:Gangtegation that commwajcates withy
hims if not pardon, yet {o as that they might not -
defile,- nor make the Sacrament of aone: effe,,
to-them that defire to fecke God;if any doccome.
int ¢he prefumptiop of their hearts. and wicked-.

neffe of their lives,, faith defives that the Ordis:

nance might bee fprinkled with the blood of
Chift, and defires that it might purific the Ordi-

~ pancetous. -

. Secondly , Faith puts fotth another a&; and.
thatis anapplying vertue, and that it doth three.
wayes. o
Firft, this is the nature of faith, ‘itapplics the.
blefling there offered , faith there tayes hold on:
Chrift, and of all the promifes of this life and of
another ; and the firmer hold of them, becaufe it
fees the promile there roosed and fealed, whichisa
priviledge in that Ordinance.above many other
here rooted | for there God offers me Chrift ex-
prefly , and hee is the roote ofall the promiifes,
1 Cor.11.24. Take, eate, anddrinke, this is my body,
and this is my bloed; Chrift is the reste of the pro-

t

mife, upon whom the promifes grow , ‘and from

whom they flow ; fo that whatever caufe 1 had
bcforc to beleeve, I beleeve it now the rather,
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becaufe. now Thavetheé roote of all the promifes,;
and therefore 7ob {peakes vightly, I knew iy Re-
deemer lives, Job 19.25. And what doth he'infer
from thengez therefore you fhould have faid ;
whercfore do we reproove him , fecimg the rmt
of the masser is in him 2v,26;27:And fo thal aman
rightly doe: inthis cafe;. if wcc dare lay -hold on
Chrift dyingforus; then ourowae hearts fhould
not reprove us any mote for being vobeleevers.:
1 have'no faithywill one fay, no patiesice, nor' hu-
mility 5 but. i thou haft. Chnft the roote of all
grace 1smthcc nothing belongs totheeasthou
arta Chriftian,, , butthé roote of it isin thee; Heo
‘thathath gnicmxs his only Son, willnot Wlth him
den ;us aty thing; Rom.8.34.
nd asirosted, fo theve are ail the promtf es fa
Ied Rom.g:11. Intlhcword, we heareand rcadc
the promilc , but.in the Sacrament ; there it is
&akdmw;andfom meet with ﬁro.ng conlola-
tion; and.greunded affurance, ‘that furely all.the
promifes of God ar¢ours; and therefore.confidet
that it isiot:avaine thew hcpeoﬂ’v.red, thefe are
pot empty and be Rudithents , butthe fai
créd Ordinances.oftheeternall God “faith thtre
receives the promife rooted, sodfealed.
Sécondly,’ Asfaqthapphcs Chritt, foi inan e
{'pccu manoer ; it feeds’ nponwhamfot before
us ; :faich would dm:macwhat contuption is moft
ﬂ:rong 8cwihat moft weaki, & it books up to ‘Chrift
for flvang grace to-heale thefe , and it any grace
be weake, it will apply the- falve o irs particu-
lat I'orc,:adn wil fwaddle itabouwt with promiles,
L Aag | ‘and
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and now-zll that was weake and out of frame be-
fore , by applying the water of the San&uary, all
ishealed 5 as in the Poole- of Bethéfda, all that
could but ftép in, were healed; 78bn 5.4, it fhews
you that-Chrift is our healing God 5 wharever

- difeafethey had, they were hedled-ofit; Itwas

Naamans crrox to refufe to wafliin Jordan:, but
there is more life in the Sagrament théa in all
thofe. Ifthercfore! €ad bringme thither , faith
works and defires its blinde ninderftanding mdy
be healed, andthat all the diftempers of the foule
may be healed, and itreceives Chrift for this end;
and faith,Incale I be weake, here I have breadof
life tofeed on, Toba 6.35. and this makes the foule
hunger after Chrift for feme fpetiall fapply in
one kinde or othér, andfo weget our famting
hearts ftrengthened dnd quickened; and go away
facisied according to the.defire:of ourhearts, .
. Thirdly, Faithas it-applies, it hath thiswadrke
tn the Sacrament to receive Chrift, notonely asa.
Savieny , butasa Prince; AQs3:i31. notoneclya
Saviowr 1o deliver me from my fins and:miferies;
but & Prince and Goveineir $o rule and order me;
according te his will in my whole courfe;. {o that
as faith receives Chrift into my heart, foitre-
fignes up my-heart intothe poffeffion, andgui-
dance, and rule, -and government of the Lord Je:
fus, fo as that now henceforward Tyecld my {clfe
to him as his Spoufe, ard now he fhall rule in the
midft of his enemies, and will for ever take part
with me againft them. : C
- Thirdly, Faithputs forth anotlm:workﬁ ,i'nlz
| S - ey
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| Eélfréééivibg the Sacrament , andthatjs, 7
works by love, Gal.5.6. and the Sacrament profits

not, unleffe mixed by love, Heb.4.12. it works.

by love, love o ey brethren, 1o the Lord, and to
the Sasrament. B : -

. Firft, tomy brethren, Be fendcr'becﬂdoke 0

another , Ephel.4.31. Faith having reccivedthe
teftimony of pardon of fin,, it hath a defire frecly
ropardon others, and:not onely doth it put forth
it felfe inpardoning their failings, bur.it helps us
to cleavéto ourbrethren, e are onebady, and one
" pread, faith faithinthe Sacrament, 1 Cor.10.17.
faith makes-us;as- members all of one body , and
as grapesof ene Clufter , svegall partake of one
Chrift, and-fo cleave ane to another.. ’

.~ Seeondly, love tothe Lords to blefle his name

that hath beftowed fuch rich bleffings upon us,

Pfal.103.1,2. Many fins being forgivenus , wee

love much, Luke 7.47. Lowe fulfils the Comman=
 dermiénts, ‘and this manifefts it felfe chiefly inall
‘holydities; 2 €514 .

* Befides;faith hath another worke toward God,,

that having found God mercifull. to usin forgi-

ving and healing our fins , and entertaining us at

his table 5 then faith makes meto be ofacraving.

nature : Faith takes theadvantage of God,as fub-
je@s doe with Prificesis fo- Bﬁfer did, fecing'the
King free toherin-dnqthiag:, the asked another ,.
Efter 5.7,8,9. IfaPrincé cometo fup witha fub-
&, then what fhall 1 doe for thea?' God lookes:
forit; that we fhould put up fomepetition to him
at fuch a time; Effer defiresthe King wouldcome

te:
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to her bahquqt,the fecond time, and theﬁ fhe puts
up her intended petition, and then hee became

~ decplyincenfed againft Haman; {0 when wee fee
~ God comes and fups withus , and refrefhethus

with pardon of fin, and healing our infirmitics; if
hethus pleafe to giveus a meeting , faith workes
by love, and will make an advantage of it, know-
ing God isa grest and a gavd God, hee will give
great gifts :- God knows wee have fomethingto
aske , if we could hitonit ; Aske now, thatas
God hath beere pleafed to help us this day, that
he will help usagaine this day feven-night,, and
not to hide his face from us , but to vouchfafe us

a meeting; and when hedoth fo', be ‘fureto aske
enough ; aske this or that mercy , for this or that
child or brother, be fure to aske fomethiag that is
worth the askingsaske no leffe then 2 Nations fal-
vation, people, Townes, and Familics ; 0pen vy
mourth wide, and bewillfill 8, . . .

- Thirdly, Love to the Sacrament : If God hath
given usa meeting there, let us for everdefire to
come before the Lord agaiae, becaufe woe have
found him fo rich.in hishounty to us, Zer.31.12;
13,14. God would have us come more frequent- .
ly and diligently., becaufe wee have found him
there. - L S

All that hath beene faid, is but an ufe of the
life of faith, onely.add thisy Letit be aninftruéti-
on to us, what to doc:wheti wee cometa the Sa-
crament, for faith after it hath put forth all thefe

a&s abow one Sacrament , it will as ftrongly af-
fe&t atanother,as everany before s for {o foone as

S ever
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ever faith hath reccived any mercy from God , it

is jealous of ftarting afide from God, itis never’

more ready to fitToole from God, nor to lofe our
felves, then'when God hath given us moft mer-

cies, we areapt thento depend on grace received,

and {o we lofe our felves prefently; fo Peter when

he had reccived this Sagrament with Chrift him- -

felfc ,.and from his owne'hand, for want of ftan-

ding upon'his owne watch , - he and all the reft of
the Difciples fell fearefully that night , and alt
forfooke him , < HMat.26.40,41. and Peter denied
- and forfwore him, ver.74. a frgne thatfaith is flill
of a-watchfull frame of fpirit; Bee fober and
. watch, ftedfaft in the faith 5 faith lets us fec our
fclves to be butempty fhallow creatures: if we be
now.ficver fo full of ftrength ; wee fhallrun it out
before the next Sabbath , ‘and therefore pray,
Lord keepe this frame inus for ever, pray fer

eftablithing inthat grace , that we may never fall

off from that grace & mercy we now find; & the
next time we go , we falt fhort of what fometime
wee had: When D 4vid catried the Arke towards
Jeru¥alem, 1 Chron.13.11,12. he faw fomething
was amiffe,but he knew not what,butchap.15.13:
he tels the Levites it was for them to carry the

Arke, for We have xot fought God in due order,and

-therefore he advifed them, whom it concerned to

Yooke better to it hereafter; faith is very watchful’
inthis particular, if ”zz4h be fmitten, it feares all’

is not well ; it feares befote God , and makesdili-

gent{earch,and faith, Either I ftand not npon my*
watch, or judged not my felfe,and fought mg tﬁ -
o . Ged.
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-God to purific my heart and the Ordinianices, or

did not apply the promifes as rostedand faled, ox
I have beene wanting in love fome way or other,
fomething is amifle , and then it Wwill looke to it
better afterwards, and this is the worke that faith
makes, in receiving the Sacrament of the Lords
Suppér. And therefore to apply it to them thae

. wantfaith, itwill bea dead worke that'gou doe, -
~ if you come without faith, or not wit

a live- .
ly faith ; if it bee dulled and benummed, ifnot

quick and ftirring in you , it will bée but a dead

worke.And therefore let fuch as want faith,gec ity
and pray for a beleeving heart: and Gods owne
fervants, pray you fora lively faith, and ftirup
your faich againft the Sacrament, and leamne to
know and difcerne what you are to doe ; fetiyour
faitha worke., and thatin fuch fort; astobring
forth a lively worke inthe Sacrament ; 4nd there-
fore if your hearts' have not forecaft for this
Feaft, -though it come but onceamonth, fhame
your felves before God forit; and if you come,
notknowing your particular wants , judge your
felves forit, or elfe faith will bee dead in your -
foules, and you will find it but a dead Sacrament;
and when you fee how much you are out ofthe
way, long after Chrift,that you may fee him face
to face, reprefenting himfelfe lively to you in par-
doning your fin, and fupplying you with all that.

- your foules ftand inneed of, and pray for your

familigs, and for your Congregations, and fécall
in good order, and ifany thing hath beene neg-
le@ed, labourwith God to pardon the failings on

‘ : your .
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your part , and that what is wanting in you may
be fupplyed in him, that thoughyou feck him not
as youought , - yet that he would healeall ; and
when you come, be carefull to beleevethe pro-

" mifes more firmely, becaufe there you receive

the roote of them, and make account Chrift is
therefealed to you, and therefore apply him to
your particular neceffities, and then cleave to-
gether as moulded into one loafe, and take advan-
tage of the love and favour of God to you , fpic
out what iife you may make of his love, and if he
refufe to give you a meeting, fet faith aworke to
examine what is amiffe, if he meet you, then ftill
keepe awatch over your hearts, for Satan will be

- moftbufieto meet you, asfoon as ever youcome

from banquetting ‘with God, hee will defire to
winnow youas chaffe , and will do what he can

-to overturne all ; and though you bee gever fo

much comforted this' morning, youwill finda
loffe of Chrift before the day come to an end, if
Satan may have his will, onely it is our faith by

VVE E now come to fhew you, that wee
v are to live a life of fan&ification by faith
in the ufe of our Baptifme ; therefore for opening
this point, let me fhew you, whatbee the princi-
pall exercifes and aéts of faith about our Bap-
tifme,by which we live an holy and a new life.
. Fiveprincipall a&ts therebee, lively acts and
frults which faith putteth forth about the ufe of
our Baptifme , which are of much ufe in carry-
* ing
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ingan.end a fanéified courfe of life all our dayes.
_ Firft, Faithfearches to know all the holy will
and grace of God, which he reveales and offers
to us in our bapti{me ;the Apoftle Peter, whenhe
fpeakes of the beleeving Jews, who though they
had not feene Chrift, yet beleeved and rejoyced
inhim, they prophefied of him; fee how faith
workes upon it, 1 Pet.1.8.to 11. They verily be-
leeving by the power of the holy Ghoft , what
themfelves had foretold,he tels youthey fearched,
and enquired diligensly what it meant 5 Wherein
you may difcerne this truth ; exprefly held forth
unto you, they did fearchand enquire, what,and
in what manner, and to whom that grace thould

be difpenfed and fulfilled ; the words areempha-

ticall in the Originall, They did fesrch narrowly,

- and hént, and tryeut whatthemfelves had taughe

concerping Chrift 5 they indeed never faw
Chrift, nor the riches of that grace which Chrift
was to poure out abundantly, in the dayes of the
New Teftament, yet they fearch to whom that
grace fhall be accomplifhed , now in the myftery
of the Ordinances , there is the like reafen of
both ; fodoth faithina true living Chriftian, it
diligently fearches, and huntsafter all the riches

~of the grace of Chrift , which in the myftery of

Baptifme is brought unto us 5 thisis the nature of
alively fpirit of faith, 1 Cer.2.10. It will ffarch
out thedeepe things sf God , that we might know the
things that aregiven us of God ver.12. When faith

is lively in the foule , it heares of no myftery of

Religion, or Ordinance , but it will fearch to

know .
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know the deepthings of God contained in them,
as beleeving that all thefethings neerely concerne
“us , and behoves us to know, that wee may have
our parts therein , with the reftof our brethren
yea, Ifuppofel may trulyfay, that never any
found any {aving benefitfrom any Ordinance, till
he had firft fearched into it, or at leaft if not fear-
ched into it before , it will make him fearch as
foone as ever he hath received any benefitby it 5
Sec it plaine from the Bereans, they received the
word with all readinefle, it was faiththat made
them fo receive it, A¢s 17.11,12. Faith receives
the truth and goodneffe of all the promifes and
Ordinances s now they fearched the Scriptures
daily, and therefore many of them beleeved ; fee
how faith compaffes about the worke of fearch.

ing ; when faith receives a benefit by any Drdi- . -

nance,, it fearches diligently, to know the nature
of fuch 3n Ordinance, itis ever diving into it,and
cxamining narrowly what is to be found in it;

faith fers them aworke to fearch , and fearching.

makes them beleeve more ftrongly and more
‘abundantly then before s they beleeved before
uponthe word taught, but now much more, fee-
ing it is confirmed to them, Prov.4.5. Many a
man will aske whether ever he received benefic by
the Sacrament of Bapti{me, orno: Truly if thou
haft, then faith hath fetthee on worke, to fearch
to find out the myftery of it 5 and if a man never
reccived benefit by his fearching, he cannot fay
that ever he received faving benefit from his bap-

tifme. A man indeed may receive benefic by the
. word
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tutnes away indifplea

word and Sacrament, but then he muft fearch t&
find out the worth of them; but he cannot fay
thatever he received benefit from his Baptifme,

_unleffe he fearch what itis that God ofters him in

it, and whatduties God cals for of him in regard
of it; and therefore if a man live by faithin the ufe
of his Baptifme, then you fearchwhatit is, that in
your Bapti{me is offered to you, what the holy

- willof God doth teach you , and what part you

havetherein , or elfe we cannot (for ought I can
difcerne) be affured that ever we had any benefit
from our Baptilines if wee never fearched after
any fintothis day, we never lived-by faith in the
ufe of our Baptifme. . : :

Secondly, Anotheraét that faith puts fonh,iﬁ;

. That faith doth beleeve the truth of all that grace

Godg&hergoffers , when it hath fearched it out,
then it beleeves the truth and goodnefle,ofall the
holy will and grace of God thercin offered
though it doth not forthwith take allas its owne,
but faith fearches it out, not onely to teach it to
others, as Minifters doe,for they may fearch what
godly men have fpoken of it, and what the Scrip-
tures fay toit ; butthat is not fufficient to the life
of faith, butif the life of faith fet me at worke, it
fets me at worke, to fearch it for mine owne fake;
What is it that God fpeakes tomeinit ¢ zake is,
and kwow it for thy geod 5 and fo it helps me tobe-
leeve what God reveales to be his will; It was
want of faith in Nasman the Aflyrian, that when
the Prophet bids him goe and wath in Jordan,hee

{gtaye, and faith, <itay I »et
T “

Y

-




-

The life of Faith.

379

as well goe home andwafbthere ? 2 King. 5. 12, it
was a voyce of unbeleefe, he did notbeleeve he
fhould wafh and be cleane, by wathing in Jordang
but his fervants poffeft him better , and fo he tri-
ed, and found it as the Prophet had faid, and then
he walked in the fenfe of fuch a wathing all his
daies aftersBut to fhew you,that if a manbeleeves
not what God offers to him in his Baptifme » he
goesaway without any benefit ;' fee 1tinthe un-
beleeving Jews, they faw nothing in the Manna,
but light food;but now faith beleeves the waight,

and power, and goodnefle, of all that God holds

forth, and faith will fearch and find it out. And

faith finds God there, principally offering two

things. Co .
" Firft, afighe of the finfull uncleanneffe of our
gatures, from our Mothers wombe ; elfe , why

fhould there bee fuch precious cleanfing meanes

forus ¢ not Sope and Niter, but the blood and
- {pirit of the Son of God, moreeffetuall thenany
thing in the world s wee are borne in the goare
blood of finfull defilements, and therefore God
hath provided the blood of Chrift, to wafh and
cleanfe us from our Mothers womb,Col.2.11,12.
fo that Chrift, by his blood and Spirit , cleanfes
us from the ﬁnﬁxli'nature of our flefh. Thisis held

out tous, when either we our felves are baptized,

or wheawe fee others baptized, we fee what wee
arcfrom our Cradle, guilty of finand wrath from
thewombe, and ftandinnced of the blood and
Spirit of Chrift,to wath us from our fins, 1sb.3.3.
- without which we are fo dc;,ﬁlcd, as thatwee are

o B ' not
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not ﬁt»to be members of Gods Church. Allthat

nature canreach to us,is to fee the Nobility of my
birth, the honeft civilicy. of my Parents, &c. but
faith fees his Father was a Moabite, and his Mo-
ther an Ammonite, bornin fin, and this helayes

*hold on,and takes it home for his good;and walks

in the fenfethereof, and fees a need of a better
birth then this. - 3

A fecond thing that. God holds out tousin
Baptifme, and that faith layes hold on, is, That
God there holds out, and offers to us, admiffion
into his family;this is the fum of all,afterhe thews
us what we are by nature, then he tells ‘us what
we are by grace, admitted into the Family of the
Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, <¥4¢.28.19. ad-
mitted into the government, guidance, and Fami-
ly of the Trinity; as when the name of one is cal-
led upon us, it 1s becaufe that either we are adop-
tedto be children, or married to thems- Let my
name be called upon thefe Lads, Gen.48.15,16.

. and {0 Efay 4.1. Let thy mame becalled upew ss : To

fhew you, that as the husband his name iscalléd
upon the wife, when fhe isadmitted into his Fa.

mily 5 fo we by this Ordinance are admitted into
the protection and provifion of the Father, Son,
and holy Ghoft. That look asa childe is adopted
into another mans Family, it hath the priviledge
offuch a Fathersguidaace, prote@ion, and pro-

vifion; fo a childe admitted into the name of
God, is admitted to be a Spoufe unto God, and

God willtraine him uptobe a yoke-fellow for
himfelfe: Soin both the Sacraments,God offers
_ : _— himfelfe
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himfelfe to be a Father to us; and an husband,and
fec the eye of faith in fuch a cafe s Put cafe a wo-
man inthis Congregation fhould by the Minifter

be put into the hand of fuch a man,is fhe notnow -
his wife ¢ and-is The not caonfident of it allher

dayes ¢ and is fhe not willing to live and fpend
hertime withhim ¢ and therefore allowes him
conjugall affe@ions, which otherwife fhe would
abharre to doe ;. Now what ‘marriagé like unto
this # ‘What a Minifter dothin the Sacrament;-is
as.vérilyi confirmed -by: God, .and much more,
then in the ather cafe, foritisa more immediate

Ordinance.of God,for God toifetthe Minifterto

admiita childe into hi$ Family, and to make mee
alittle Spoufe unto himielfe, in that he gives me
his fonne tobe my. husband,he more ¢ffeGually
doth, it-by the Mibifter in theSacraments thea
 thie wife can’ be given into the Mioifters hand.,
- 'Now thefefore lth not a Chriftian man caufe
to beleeve in fuch a cafe for himfelfe, and for his
children? Iwas but once giveninmarriage to fuch
aman; and Ibeleeve heis my husband as long as
Ilivewell: and I wasgivento Chrift, and with
my confent,I thank God, ThenI have reafonto
beleeve that this is nodelufion, when men and

‘women in marriageare in good carneft, Godra--

tifies it in heaven 5 foifthe Minifterin Baptifme,

admitthecirto Gods Family, -and in the Lords

Supper thou give thy confent, and God-there
fhewes his confent in:giving theehis Son, thou
haft gucat neafon then to beleeve itsthou wouldeft
beleeve ity if thow weremarried to aman: Godis
Co Bb 2 - more
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more reall inthis bufinefle, then in thy marriage
toa mortall creature ; fothat now God will have
me catled by his name, and my childeis hischild,
and for my own part, I know my confent for my
felfe, and for my childe is of no {mall force s if
my childe be given to God under age,and God be
content to ftay to fee whechkr it will yeeld its con-
fent afterwards, you may fomewhat demurre for
zour childe, becaufe you will fee. whatic will doe,

ut for your owne part yowhavegiven your con-

- fent to what God hath done for you inBapti{me,

and you defire it mdy for ever ftand good in hea-
ven; if you confénoto it,and fay Amento it, then
the marriageis confirmed between thee and the
Lord thy God, and thou mayeft beleeve it, and
faith will, and hathreafonto beleeveit. And if
likewife thou come to the: Lords Supper ; and
there renue thy Covenant and cosfent,-and de-

_ " fire further affurance :of the bufineffe;, ‘thou
- maift againe receive him', and when thou fo

docft, thoumakeft good that which thy Parents
did for thee in thy Baptifme, and thereforethou
haft reafoni to beleeve thouart admitted jnto Gods
Family. ' . -

Now from this latter, our admiffion into the
Family of the Father,Son, and Holy Ghoft, two

- frwits flow and fpring forth.

- Firlk, Fellowfhip with Chrift in his death and re-
forrection. . S
Secondly, The frasts of that fellowfhip; We
are buried with Chrift by Baptifme, Rom.6. 3, 4,
5,6. And in his RefurreGtion, from wheh:%e
- oL ) t e
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thefe foure fruits low, which is™ the fecond
thing. -

Firft, Juftification by his death, remiffion of

fiane , thatis, Jutification, «4#s 22, 16, A&s
2. 3:. S B ‘ ’

: Scchﬂdly,San&iﬁcatioﬁ, Adts 238 You fhall

zeceive the promife of the Holy Ghoft ; and wee
are (anciified by the wafbing of waser throwgh she
word, Eph.5.26.5Sothat therein we have the blood

of ‘Chrift juftifying us, and the-fpiric of Chrift -

fanQifying us. : CL

- Thirdly, From this fcllowﬂ]ér with Chrift, we
have alfo partnetfhip with the afliions of Chrift;
for our Saviour calls his affli@ions, his baptifme,
Lsake 12,50, M4t,20.23. Meaning with the fame
affliGions - fo that when we come to be wafhed
in Bapti{me, we rr_ofcﬂ‘c that we give up. our
felvestoyeeld o all the afii®ions God calls ws
. tag and God there offers us fellowfhip with
Chrift inthems and in our greateft affliGtions we
fhall not fink, butare onely buried inthem, and
fhall come out of them againe, as out of our Bap-
tifme, and it is but to teach us obedience by the
things wee fuffer, and they fhall doe us good 3

that will be the fruit of all the affliGions we nreet .

with. ,
. Fourthly, We havein our Baptifme fealed up

to us, prefervationto falvation, 1 Pet.3.1. Asthe

Ark faved Noab,fo Baptifme faves our foules,and
are pledges of the falvation of our foules, and the
refurre@ion of our bodies, 1 Cor.15.29. To what.

.eqd- are we baptized, but thatas-we rife again out
— " Bb3 of
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of the water of Baptifme, fo our foules fhould
rife to newnefle of life,and our bodies to the glo-
rions eftate of the refurre@ion of chejuft.

* Thirdly , Faith hatlf this aét about our Bap.
tifme, it prepares all our hearts, to be fit to receive
all théfe benefits , and to make ufe of all that
grace, that is here offered td us : Faith prepares s
How?* R obferves that the benefitdf Baptrfe is
received by faith'and repentance; Tabs préached
the Baptifime of repentance,. for the remiffion of fins,
Adls 2.38. Thisis the onely ufeand end of Bap-
tiftne, fothat Faith difcerning this, fees wee have
fult caufeto repent, that alt'our fins.may be done
away. FaithinBaptifiné fecing the finfull frame

- of our natures, humbles its felfe fot the fins of ks

kind, andforthat above all others, fo it is.chan<
ged or metamorphofed by therehewing of the
minde, Rom, 12.2. whereas before, you had a
minde full of felf-fecking,could mind nothing bue

your felves, now you are changed by the renew- |

ing of your minde, pou minde now not your
felves, but the Lord Yefus Chrift, and depend not
on your felves, but ipon him™; put off your old .
minde, and are reacwed in the fpiric of your:
minde ; this isatrue worke of faith as it fits your
for Baptifme. . ‘ | 4
* Againe, ithath another worke, it fees that faith
isrequired, A¢%s 8.36,37. Ifthombeleeveg , thew
wqgﬁ bebaptiZed : 1beleevethat Jefus Chift is
the Son of the living God; If thonbeleeveft there
is no falvation but in Chrift, whether thou fecleft .
the comfort ofit, yea orno, if thon 'bclcet:'cﬂ:
| - there
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there itis to be had,, thou mayeft be baptized ;

wait therefore upon every Ordinance, that thqy
mayeft finde Chrilk s Behold the blsed of the Coves

want, Exad.24.8. To fhew you, thatitis thedu-

ty of Chriftians, when everthe blood of the Co,
yenant js {prinkled, they are to lookeat it, and by
fodoing find falvation, Efay 45.22. fofaith ever
fees the watcr of baptifme , or the blood of the
Covenant fprinkled inany Ordinance, faith waits
there for {alvation to be difpenfed ; faith beholds
- Chrift, and wee give our confent, . and then waig

- upon God for the comfort of it, which is fealed

in the end 0 she brart, and foirgoes away fa-

tisfied,

¢ Fourthly, Fau'hhath yet anotﬁ_cr worke, aaci :

thatis , it endeavours fruitfully ; in the perfor-
formance of -all the duties the Sacrament re-
quites,to put forth an holy fruitfulefle, walking

in the life and light of irs baptifme 3 it will put
forth thar Jife which it there receives , for as we

Yiveby Exih, fo fih lives by. Chift, nd Chrit

. intheword and Sacraments, and in every Ordi-

nance, and faith puts that life farth in our conver-
;'agign y and that is the truc nature of the life of

‘Now becaufe that the life:wee receive from
baptifine, isdeath untg fin, and newnefTe oflife,
aod member-likeupion with our brethren, hence
itis, that faich.puts forth amontified, crucified
f‘ram.ggf‘ fgigir inour wholelifes. and by the fhairie
baptifme it is; that we are pot onely deied #4 fin, b
Juftificd fram fipme, and fo more confirmed in our
o - Bb 4 juftifi-
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juftification, and more quick and ftrong in our
mortification and newneffe of life. And from
hence alfo it comesthat wee cleave to our bre:
thren in brotherly fove, 1 €or.12.13. 10 that from
ourbaptifine, the people of God cleaveto their
brethren, theracherbecaufe by ome Spivis, they are
baptized into one bedy 5 and this faith fearcheth out
for our good, Ephef.4.34.and the Apoftle ma’k’e‘i’
i ul

ufe of our baptifine to this purpofes a faith
foule works brotherly love out of its baptifme,
and faithnot onely beleevesthis , ‘but makes this
operative; to caufe us to doe what is réquired on
otir parts ; it beleeves whatis to be béleeved, i€
dothand fuffers, what is to be done and fuffered;
and the more for our baptifme fake, -+ 7
Finally in-the aft place,we live the life of faith
in’baptifme, by prefenting and offering our chil-
‘dren unito baptifme , ‘that they may partake to-
‘gether with our felves, in the like benefit we our
, '_%clvcs have done; wee offer up our childrenin
‘baptifime, for our owne benefit,and for theirs;our
Saviour notes it for 2 worke of faith in the friends
oofthe Palfic man, <#4r.2.3,4,5. to thew you,
it is afruit of faith to prefentthem to Chrift , and
to receive benefit from Chrift forthem s webe-
Ieeve fuchbenefitis there to be had for them, and
therefore we make hard'fhift to bring them thi-
“ther 5 and fee what a fruic this faith_hath , 4rife,
faithour Saviour,sake spshy bed, and-walke : Thus
. faith offers them to God to be nurfed up by him,
and wee beleeve for them , that there isthatin
Chrift for them which they ftand in need otft,‘ and
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therefore we belceve in their behalfe, that God

will be gracious to them, for his- Covenants fake.
And faith.doth not onely bring them to God,and
prefent them before him,but this it doth ferioufly
and folemnly; we many times have much Court-
ly complement in Bapti(me, and ftand more up-
on the outward carriage of things, then upon the
ferious folemne A& of it ; but faith lookes at the
fpirituall worke that is thereto bee done. Faith
oth two things, in fuch acafe. (

1. It renewes the Parents Covenant, bothto
its felfe and to its child;becaufe faith beleevesthe
Covenant is made to theParent and his child,Gen,
17.7.and therefore 4brabam in thatrefpe& lookes
up to God, 0h that 1[bmael might Bve in shy fight;
the promife was madetohimand tohis feed, 467
2.38. and to as many as the Lord our God fhall
call ; and God hath promifed to blefle David and
his houfe,1 Sam.7.27.The {oulethinks it felfe un-

.worthy of fuch a mercy , butfure God hath pros

mifed it, let it therefore be eftablifhed for ever,let
all that ever I bring unto.thee live in thy fight,
- 2. Baitbrthathanother work, it brings thefe chil-

dren unto Baptifme, that the Covenant maybe

fealed to them there,that they may be madeGods
adopted ones, & Spoufes there;the faith of a Pa-
rent dothnot leave the-child here,becaufe he hath

“betrothed it unto God, but intreats: God not to
.Jeave his child to its.choife , butthar hee would

bow it toconfent in due time , and the child can

‘give its confent many times fooner then wee
thinke it cany Zobn Baptift inhis Mothers wombe,

Liks:
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" Luke 1.44. bat every childeis not{o lively.to be
{o foone conceived in the wombe of the Church,
as in the wombeof its Mother , yer as foone asic
can choofegood, and refufe evill, it may looke
after Chrift , even thenwhen it knows not what

,Chrift is ; but however, to be fure, the Parent
hath a care totraine up his child, to the fervice of
that God , to whom by his Covenant it is barne;
& into whofe family by Baptifme it is admitted;
& God takes itas a whorifh part in his people,The
children whom thou haft borne sinto me,thou haft (4=
crificedunte Basl, Ezck.16.30. Thou haft offered
thy children unto me in Circumcifion, and thea
trained them upto ferve Idols; fo God will looke
atit, as a fhametull whoredome , For the fons of.
men to bring their children to God in baptifme,
and chentraine them up to ferve the Devill;> and
the world , andtheir owne lufts ; ‘and yet this is
the whoredome of moft Parents, that are williog
enough to briag their children to God in Bap-
sifme,and when they have done,to runaway from
God; Faithknowes, that by the Covenant chil-
drenare borneto God,and by Baptifme admisted
into his family, and that there is nothing wanting
butthe childs confent, whenhe comes w yeares
of difcretion 3 and therefore he fo trainesiic up, as
<hat it may notfail ofits confent in due time. And
dooke as you. fec paresits, when they put their
<hildrenintoagood family, dre you not wontto
{ayro them , Now that you leave mry houfe,, fee
«that you doe your Madter faithfull fervice, pleafe
.him, and yoi: fhall'‘pleafe me, bur if you. run iix;pm 8

\ , - im,

ap——




him,looke for no countenance from mezand fhall
you not much more {ay fo to your children,when
they are admitted into Gods family, now they are
fellow- Citizens with the Saints and Angels of
God andnow as they have beene given to God,
fotellthem, as ever they meane to finde favour

from you, fo fee thatthey pleafe God, looke that’

they depend upon God for his grace'; thus faith

Iabours to cloath every man with confent, when

he is bidden'to the marriage of the Son, 34t.21.
Though the whole point be but an Ufe,yet we.

~ may further apply it; and it will be ajuft reproofe

uncofuch ds when they come to offertheir chil-.
drenin Baptifme, they never confider what they.
have in hand, come onelyto take the rites of the-
‘Church, and what the Lawes of the Kingdame.

require , put God off with meere.complements;. -

butno more regard renouncingthe Devill and the

world, thenif we had never made any mentionof

#;we fay we beleeve the Articles, & we wil have

our child baptized in this faith, butwee confider
nothing, butthat therethe childe may have its-
namegiven it , and there isall wee mind : butto.

fearch and looke what God requires of us inre-
gard of it, that we never lookeafter s and this is

notoncly a juft checke to afl carnall Parents, but-
efmany 2 good Chriftian, that many times may-

live a good mealure of a fan&ified life, andyet

come and aske, What benefit had you by your - .

Baptifme » to this day many agood heart can-
mot tell;and what a fhame is thisthat God{hould

give usbut two fuch lively Ozdinances as dgc-two
R . : acra--

V.
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Sacraments, whereia are contained all the rices
ofthe Law, and yet to us they fhould bee fuchr
light things ! - ‘
" Letit be a word of dire&ion and inftru&ien to -~
usall, that fuch as yet neverlearned to live by

 faith in the ufe of Baptifme, confider now what
" God fets before yon init 5 that there God fets

before youthe uncleanaefle of your nature , and

thinke you that Chrift will beftow his blood and .,

Spiritin vaine 2 Labour to fee that therein you
areadmitted into Godsfamily,you and your chil-

dren, that there God offers.you pardon for finne,
death to fin, fellowthip with Chrift in all your
affli@ions, prefervationto falvation , and refurre-

- “ion of bo y , and all this fealed upto you 5 la-

bour then to know how you may getgood hearts
and new fpirits. And when you bring your chil-
dren unto Baptifme , make notan empty Cere-
mony of it, but prefent your children to God,and
offer them to becomelittle fpoufes unto him, and

.renew your confent for your felves and for your

children, and learne them to live, notto Satan or

-this world, but to the Lord Jefus Chrift,

And the like may I fay for the Lords Supper,
fet the fame faith aworke about it, examine what
God offers you , and be fenfible, that even after
juftification and fan&ification, you ftill bring fin-
full bodies and foules.into Gods prefence, and
God offers it to your fight; and therefore behold
the blood of the Covenant, and receive there
whole Chrift , give your confent there to God,
that as God there offers Chrift to you, fo you

- : ‘ - may
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ﬁ)ay fay Amen o it, give free confent for your
felves, that it may for ever be ratified to you, and

‘'walk- as become the Spoufes of Chrift, asthofe

thatare wafhed from dead works,and teach your
children to depend upon him, and live as thofe
that are one body with your brethrenthat partake

- with you, andthen may you goe home and be-

leeve it verily and really‘done, beleeve that you

. are magried to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and there-
fore keep loyall fellowfhip with him, that the

bleffing of Chriftand 4brabam may come upon

t

live thelife of fan@ification. To reade the word,
and to'meditate thereon, is a daily part of a Chri- |

VVE E now come to fp"eakc of living the life.ge 34
¥V of Sanification by faith in the reading,, .
ofthewordef God. = . -
Inreading of the word, it is by faith that we

ftian holy life ; ‘Blefedis the man whofe delight s~ ey

imthe Law ofthe Lord, and that meditates thereln v ac ..
day and wight 5 thatis, in fome part of the word 3

A man: cannot heare'it every day, but he may

meditaseupon it in his journjes; and Kings and
Princes who have moft bufineffe, and canleaft
fpare time, if they be faithfull in their calling, yet
they arecommanded to reade in she word «fl the
dayes of their lives, Dest.17.19. And that [0 he.
wight learne to ce are the Lord his God, and nos $0 ex-
olt himfelfe e his brethren. Now if Kings
whofe heads ard hands are moft full of bufinefie,
- ' 3 continually
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- continually imployed from morning to nighe,

Exod.13. Ifthey beto reade in the word all the

dayes of their lives, how much more other Chri-

ftians, whofe employments though great, and

places honourable, yet fall fhort of the places and

honour of Princes ¢ .And thereforefince thisisa

o daily work of fantification, and becaufe thereis
) no lively holinefle but in l?aith, let ustherefore
now fechow we may fet our faith awork, whe-

ther we reade or meditate on the word, that we -

‘may not have adead work of our reading. :

Now forfclearing andfopening -this point, re-
| Wr/@ , membegand conceivejthus much; That all thae |
Sreoal youreade in the Scripture is cithera word of Cgas-

f andement, or Threatning ot Promife, ot Story and
‘g""g""m%oﬂrim to be dclivcrcd,gand faith{tropgl;'zxer-
Tnem cifeth it felfeinatl chefe, and it puts forth feverall
hreoly acs abontthemall,and infome joymly. -
4o fs8% “"Eirf” forthe Commandements, faith belesves
[ororreved o 0e ghe commands, Pfal. 119.66. 1 bave beleevedshy
Lecwedohde Commandemems. Now faith beleeviog the Com-
flooted — mandement doth {et it felf awork in three or foar
‘i com b be  Teverall aGsabeut it, Firft,it allowes and beleeves
e difateol o the Commandement to be holy, juft, and good,
. ,,.7.4, yea even then when it is moft croffe to our na-
srillie fole,  tures, Rom.7.12,16. When1doeshas which I bate,
oemarheds  Lconfemssothe Law thas it és gosd : He doth not
Jockomigtitle - juftific his aGtions againft the Law,but juftifiesthe
recoweol Law againft his finne, takes part with the word of
God againft his corruption;: even then when -
Paslis carried away to doe that which is finfull,
- yetthenhe confentsto the Law more ,th‘cnto’f}ixis»
LR n,
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fin ; yea ( which is wonderfull inthis cafe ) faith _

- doth not onely approve itas pure and good, but
likewile, that it is the beft courfe, howlocver fome-
_ times we doe otherwifestherefore. David fpeakes

of the Law of ]udgemcn,ts and Commandements

asmore sobe defired then gold, as [weeter them the ho-
mey or the honcycombe, Pial. 19.10,11. And 0y kee-
ing them there i great reward. See how faith
'f:)bkcs» at the Law of Commandements, which
God hathgiven to men judicioufly, to. order their
lives by 5 there is morc {weetnefle and profit in
obedience to the Commandement then in any

thing 5 Honey not fp fweet, gold not fo profia-

ble as the Commandements be. - And here are
. two adls of faith wrapt uptogether : The one is,
that faith doth highly prize the Commande-
ments, looks at them not onely as good, but asthe
beft, moft profitable and pleafurable.

- And then fecondly, it doth wifely apply them
to our felves, as moft behoovefull every way for

us todoe ; thus faith looks at Gods Commaa. -
dementsas greatthings, the obferving and keep-

. ingofthem, as bringing more profit then gold ;
foby confequence thetranfgreffion of the Com-
mandements brings great evill. Hew /hall 1 doe

this great tvill and finne againft God ? Gen.39.9.

And s 4t afmall thing thas you [hosldweary God ?

o Efay 7.13. fothat my finagainft God or his Pro-
phets,is no fmall thing. Faithlooksat Comman-

dements as of great comfequence, of great worth in
themfelves, anfr of great sfe tous, and lookes at the

tranfgreffion of them, as the greateftevill, wll:c-
ther
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ther againft God orour félves; whereas on the

. contrary itis the nature of unbeleefe to leight the
~ Commandements, to look at them as no great

matter, andas thingsnot concerning us, at leaft -
not inany {peciallmanner : Hofea8.12. 1 baveo
Jhewed them the great things of my Law, but they
counted them a5 4 firange thing 5 asif they had no
caufe tolook atthem ; but what hath a ftranger
todoe with me, or I with him ¢ Itis Caims fpirit

- tofay, Am I my brothers Keeper ? he did not

think it belonged to him to take notice of his bro-
ther, and he s the firft ind eldeft fonof unbeleefe
the Scripture makes mention of , (and yet to

whom belongsthe keeping of younger brethren,
if not totheelder brother 2 ) Now this arguesthe

~ unbelecfe ofa mans fpirit 5 yea, fee yet a further:

inftance,and in fome refpe¢taworfe, confidering
the men that did it, <4241.27.4. The leaders of
the people, there comes tothem a poore wretch-
ed man inthe anguith ofhis foule, and cries out he
had finned in betraying innocentblood, What 4
that to ws, fay they ¢ fec theu to it : As if the
anguifhes of troubled foules were nothing to a. -
Muinifter s as if it were nothingto fave him from
defpaire ; as if nothing for men that had hired
him, and fet him awork, and yetas if it nothin
concerned them, they yet flcight it and fay, Leo
thow to it, Thisis the frame of every unbeleevin
heart to fleight the Commandcientseither fmaﬁ
to themfelves, or great to others; and not concer-
ning him ; how unwilling we a.e to beleeve, if
faith be not ftirring inthe word, we cither reade
‘ or




“The Iife of Faith,

‘orheare : But, faith faith, this Commandement

‘isto thee, andtothee. Letevery one that reades
a Commandement fay, Thisis forme, and it is
holy, juft,and good, a great matter, and meerly
concernes me, and behooves me much to Jooke
to it. L .

- Secondly , Hence it comes to paffe that
-faith puts forth another wggk .or ad, and .that

is, faith receives allthe commands of God, concer--
.hing all things, and bowes his heart. to every

ctoflé-way of Gods Commandements,Pfal.119.
'128. Iefteemetly Commandements in all things to
:bemoft right, awd bate- cuery falfe way. This uni-
verfall- obedience {prings from- applying the
Commandements, and looking at them as of

great waight and comfort and profitto me ; and

.therefore I conceive every Commandemiént to
-be moft right, and hate every falfe way, this-isthe
-ground of thatillimited obedience. o
., "The Law of faith looks at all the Commande-

-ments,conceiving all things to be moft right,and -

-more ufefull and proficable then gold orhoney,
-the Commandement is moft jult and good, and
hath refpet unto all occafions. And herein faith
makes abeleever differ from any unbeleever, for
no unbeleever, but if he like fome things, he dif-

" -likes fomething, and muft be excufed in it, as He-

rod: We would divide with God, and would be
-excufed in'this Zoar, and Is it net alistle one ? let

" -him be but born-with inthisone thing ; but faith

-180kes at all the Commandements, meaning all
-things to be holy, juft, and good ; and if hee be
- : Cc - carried
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carried away at any time, it is his gricfe, and he
beares witnefle againft himf{elfe, that he did that

which was not good. »
Thirdly,Faith when it reads Commandements,

,  ityeclds blindfold obedience tothem all 5 faith will

difcerne the wayes of God in them, and yeeld

. blindfold obedience to them , thongh indeed a
“man never fees betsgr, then whena man can den

himfclfe, and give fingle obedience; «4bra-
ham went out by faith, when hee had Gods
Commandement for it, #os kmewing whither hee
weat, Heb, 11.8. Thisis a right work of faith,
for an old mam, then about feventy five yearcs
old, to leave a faire eftate in his owac Countrey,

-and to goe he knew not whither, he reafoned

not with fleth and blood, but faith carried him
blindfold to yeeld to what God required, though
it wasto his greatloffe , he fore-cafts no danger

- that might befall him in his way, buthe goes on

beleeving s and fo Paul, Behold 1 goe bownd im

 the fpirit to Ierufalem, Aéts20.22,23. The Spirit

hath faid unto mee, Goe, and I finde my con-
fcience bound to goe, not knowing what
thould befall him, fave onely that the boly Ghoff
witnc(fed thas bonds and affiictions wafl abides
bim 5 then 1paffe norat all, fo thas 1 may bus ful-

fill my cowrfe with joy : See how hee goes on

with a blindfold obedience, he knowes much
mifery will attend him there, yet hee paffeth

~ not at all, bur he denies all the comferts of

for God, comeof it what will, he knowes it

this life, for what hee fhould doe and fuffer

is
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is Gods way, and then he difputes no further
aboutit,

And fourthly, it is the pature of faith to make
every Commandement cafic and welcame 10 s 5

‘Theword that Tcommand thee this day, # nes
Sfarrefromthee, but is meare thee, even inthy beare,
andinthy month, andihisisshe word of faishwhich

wee ﬁrm’b, Romanes 10.8. Faith layesthemup
in t

lookes at it; as, an eafie yoak, a delightfome,
and a welcome burthen; yea, and which is won-
derfull, you would thinke it implied 2 contra-
dition , the famefaith which a Chriftian takes
a Commandement as moft cafic and welcome,
yet whea it comes to hee done;, it lookes atit
as moft difficult to' bee done, and thetefore

- depends upon God for sffiftance and help to

.if, ye3,. and not opely as difficule, but

impoffible of and from himfelfe. Pfal.143.10. -

Teach mee.t0 doe thy will s why, you would
think it .was cafic for Devidto dog's but though

~ the, Commandements were gever fo eafic,

Yet, make mee o goe in the path of thy Com-
mandements, for thy Law i my delight , Pfaime
119.35.. Now-this is a principle in nature,,

Things are mevier burthenfome to & man but when.

they are.beyond bis ffromgth. A man takes no de-

light in & bufincfie that is too waighty, and’

too {trong for him. A man ¢an eafily carry a.
Bufhell of graine , -when hee canfiot carry a
rex, that is too beavy for him } yea, even the

aw.of God is a-yoke that neither we nor o
o Cca Fathers

e heart, Pfal,40.8. And fo the heart -
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Fathers were ever able to beare.How then comes
it to be fuch an eafic and a welcome yoke ¢ why,
faith makes it very pleafing to our {pirits, and
though it be notable of it felfe to performe them,

. yetitlooks to God for help, and then goes about

it withmuch eale and freedome, Efey 26.12. 0
Lord te us thow wils ordaine pease, for thou haft
wrought all our works for us 5 that is it that makes
it eaficand welcome,and fo we finde delight in it.
Thus you fee what work faith makes when it
reads Commandements, _ ' S

Secondly, when we deale with threatnings,
faith puts forth another work. You fay,what hath
a Chriftian man that lives by faith to doe with
threatnings, There i no condemmnation to them that
are in Chrift; and the threatnings are but branches
of the curfe. What ufe then can a beleeving Chri-
ftian make of the threatnings 2 I anfwer 10 two

_ things.

Firft, Though there be no condemnation to
them thatare in Chrift, ‘yet there are many afffi=

~ €lions to thém thatare in Chrift Jefus, which ma-

ny times we bring upon our felvesby our difobe=’
dience to Gods will 5 Though there beno eter-
nall condemnation, yet there are many temporall
afflictions. ' o .
But fecondly,I anfwer ; Though condemnation
belongs net to Gods children, yet the shreasnings
of condemnationare dire@ed even to Gods chil-

“dren, thoughthe curfebe notours, yet the shress-

nings of the curfe ;are threatnings of condemnation,
&belong to beleevers as well as to unbeleevers, &
" o - > . a s
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:as' sruly,though not fo mach,and thatitis fd,rcadc
“Rom.8.13. Ifyouwalk afier the fiefb, you fhall dye

- thisthreatning is to Godsowne people, and yet

:fec a more pregnant place; Except you be converted,

and become «s listle children , yec fhall nos enter into

the Kingdomeof Heaven,Mat.18.3. Now to barre

.a man-cutof thekingdom of Heaven, isagrievous

-threarning, itis nolefle , then tocafta maninto
-hell; and therefore fay not, Here is a threatning

- for fuch and fuch wicked men to take heed to;

but know this, though condemnation belongs

.not tothee, butthe threatning doth, and the affli-
- &tion belonging thereto will certainly befall thee,
: Ely wasa good man, and yet the threatning of
. God tooke hold on him, and hishoufe;and D4vid
:though a godly man, yet the fivord never depar-
- ted from his houfe; {o that the threatnings belong
:to Gods people, and we muft foaccount them s
..elfe wee fhall reade the word in vaine, when we
. reade threatnings. And therefore faith, when it
_.reads threatnings , lookes at them , not onely as
-juft and good, for ‘o it doth, though they be grie-

vous and bitter, 2 X:ng.10.19, 1 S4dm. 3. 18. but

- alfo thisitdoth , after the acknowledgement of
~them tobe juftand good,it humbles a mans foule
“before God, for hisowne fin , and for the fins of

other men , againft whom fuch judgements are
threatned, whether fins paft or prefent,2 Kingaa.

 18,19. by which Scripture you may fee, that a

good man,when he reads threatnings againft dif-

obedience , it makes his heartto mele, anditis
, faith that'makes a mando fo, Iorah 3.4,

CE Cc¢ 3 Thi!’d- -
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Thigdly, Faith puts forth another a@ whereby

‘ieputs life into the threatnings, it makes men more

watchfull againft fin for the time to come 3 for if

‘'we fee God fo difpleafed at finne, that hee thus

threatens it with fuch fearefull judgements, faith
thereupon ftirs us up to much watchfulneffe s fa-
mous is that for this purpofe, in Zeb. 31.16,23.
if he had intercepted any poore mans defire, fome
heavy judgement would have befallen him, but

~ hedurftnot docit; Why ¢ For the defructionef

God was fearefulltome , and from his highne(fe I
could wot have efcaped : Deftruction from God was
a terror; Why Zeb, doft thou ftand in feare of de-
firuétion ¢ Is there any deftruction to fuch as
thouart ¢ Yea, faith 100, The defiruction of God
was aterrour tome 5 he durft not hinder any poore
mans comfort or profit ; ifany of you fhould doe-
fo, were it not a fearefull fin in you? it would root

- outall your increafe; Why , though from the-

poore man hee might efcape, yet hee could not
efcape from Gods highnefle, and you know the
Apoftle givesacharge, 1 Thef.4.6,7. Let noman.
difrand or goe beyond his brother. , for God s ana-
wenger of all fach things. Let no man therefore feck:

. his ewne, but every one,one anothers good; what
everthe menbee, be-they good orbad , hinder

them not; the deftru@tion of God ought to bee

aterrour to cvery beleeving foule. '
Fourthly, Faith hath another wotke about

threatnings , it works much ftrength in a mans-

‘foule, againft all the threatnings and terrours of

men; and thercfore Zeb that ftood in fuch awe of-
o T - God,.

~
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God , thathe durft not hurt any poore man , hee

faith, ver. 34. Did amultitude make me afraid , or
didthe comsemps of families terrifieme , that I kept
filence, or went wot owt of my dosres ? Wo, the feage:
of God did awe his heart, and therefore he fcafgf
not them that could kill the body , Luke 13.4,5.
this ‘makes a man bold and couragious 3 Princes
tooke counfell againftme , but Iftood in.awe of
thy word, Pfal.119.23. -

. Fifthly, Faith in reading the threatnings ,
quickens a mans care to walke before God in all
holy duties, with all holy feare and reverence;
when he comes to holy duties , hee comesin an
holy reverent manner, becaufe hee knowes with
whom he hathto doe; Heb.12.28,29. afterthe
‘whole defcription of the life of faith, in the 11,

‘and 12, Chapters, he then defires grace toferve

~ God acceptably,with reverence and godly feare, .
. For our God s s confsming fire ; he comes before
God in-any duty, in an awfull reverent man- -

ner, not in abafetimeroufnefle, but inall aw-
gll-and humble fubmiffion of out felves before
m ° - ’ N . . . ) .
Thirdly, whea faith comes to reade promifes,
as foone asit hearesa promife, firft, it layes hold
of Chrift, before it offer to take hold of};hc pro-
mife,it longs more after Chrift,then the promife,
andlayes hold firft on him , and then oa the pro-
* mifein him ; A manis but of a dead faith, itP he¢
layés hold of the promife, before he lay holdon
Chrift, and it will be but dead, when it fhouldbe
moft quicke and comfortable, becaufe he laid
: ' - Cca fafter

>,
* . A\

e
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- and by a promife,faith purifies the heart by reafon

fafter hold of the promife , then on Chrift in
the promife 3 David was in great diftrefle ,

Pfalme 130.1,2,3. and doth he lay holdonthe

promife firt ¢ No, but Eer Ifracl traft in the
Lord, forwithihe Lord is mercy-, and plenteous re-
demption : See how faith workes, here is the ‘pro-

‘mife, With Godis pardon, he layes hold onthat,’

but there is fome body to bee firft ferved; faich
waits for the Lord , firft it layes hold on Chrift;
redeeming him from all his fins,and'thea he layes
hold ofthe promife of pardon of fin. Lay not you
hold on your redemption by the promife,but firft
feckeitin the fountaine, there where it is laid ap
for thee, and then it will bee a' living promife;
elfe it wil be but a dead promife,and will lye dead
in your hearts,and therefore looke up to him that
he maybe yours, renew your intereftinhim, ind
then you fhall havelife inithe promife, -~

. Secondly , Faith working uwpon the promifes

- waits for it long, though ictarry long 5 The viffen

will peake in ductime , and meane while, Zhe juff
Jhall live by faith , Hab.2.3.4. this isthe nature
of faith, He that belecves makes not Faft Efay28.16!
. Thirdly ; Faith doth likewife ftay mroré upon
the promife, and upon God in the promife, then
upon any meanes thar it can ufe o the accomplith-
ment thereof. Abrabam when he had a promife of
feed, he refted not on his own, ot his wives body,
but being ftrengthened in faith, he gave glory to

' God, Rom.4.19,20,21. ~

- Fourthly, Faith ‘Puriﬁcs the heart,forapromife,

of

<

- »
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of a promife,and by vertue thereof, we defirethac.
God would give us his Chrift,and in himthe pro.
mife; and theréfore freing we have fuch promifes,
et cleanfe owr [slves fram all filshine(fe of fl. b and
[irit;2Corig.1. 2: Perori4:God hath promifed:
to fubdne exr iniquites,and to give us cleane hearts,
and that we may partakein thefe ptomifes, we fet

~ out felvas againt thefe pollutions..

. “Fifthly, It is the nature ofifaith to rejoycein
all thie promifes itreceives, -and reftsin:them ; -
rahram rejayced 1o fee myday, Joh.8.56; Plal.11g.
§0.1¢ is my comfort inmy affl:cron.for thy word hath
gquickned me, Heb.rr. p3: chey wefe glad they had
apromifecoyreft an,thbughthey had nothing elfe..
.~ Sixtly , Fiith-inthe promife doth encourage

- and embolden a man tousdertake any dutie,of to

undérgoe 'any-evill in the: ftrength of a promife:
§cca placobor buth, Heb.11:33,34,3 $.marvellous
difficide fhingselity avdrcama by faith,they over.

" . 'came Gyanfs, as D4vid did. Goliab | lic trufting in

the:namé of the Lordiof Hofts ,: was confident

God wonld dlofe-himid his-hands 5 wonderfully
- doth faith worke, be the.duticpever fo defperate;

#nd fo'dothituindergoéany evi Lver.35. Women

“gnd othersweietwawred, and wouldpot be delive.
-¢ed to. wwoid torimres becaufe by faith they looked
far adesser Beforroclibm., they knew of forhethin

that Would make amends-of alk that hardfhipthey
T N DO
- - Now thereis one-portion. of Scipture more,&
thatis, Story and Doclyine,matter of contemplation;
thiogs to beknown,as she Creationiof t\be.-worldé. .
. o

,
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of the providence of mans fal, of mens examples,
good erbad. And now what life doth faith put
into our hearts, when we readethefe ¢ -

 Firft, it gives usto underfand them very clear-
ly , notonely beleeve that they are true; but wee
underftand plainly the meaning of them, By faith
we underftang the world was made | Heb,1 1. 3.and
Fassh is theevidence of thipgs mot feene : by faith:
Mbraham faw Chrifts day ; we know fuch 2 thing

was o, and underftand it isi fome good meafure, -

farre beyond what elfe wee could have attained
unto. . S S : .

~ Secondly , if faithreade the woksor decrees
of God, then it bewesto a {andifying of God in

our hearts, that is., - the moreto rejoycein God, -

and to truft,feare,honour,and worfhip him ; Thes
ars worthy 0 Lord | to receive bomonr and prasfe s i

humbles: the creature , .and pats” honour-upoii
'God, Rev.4.x1. Whewonldne feare thes, 0 King

of Nasioms ? Jet. io. 6,7, Fhis is the nature of -
faith | when it reades a defcription of God, and
his workes or attribuites, it humbles it felfe before
God,and ma. ifigshim. = -, . -

.. Thirdly,If faith reade of mens doings,if good,

it applies and followes them, ifevill it wvoid; themsy

itapplies the one , and is weaned from the otherg
Aftb‘ef arewrisses for our admonision . wyom niham -
the ends of she world arecome | tbar wee fbould sake
heedsivebe wos fuch and fuck, 1 Cor. 10.5. helooks
atthem, as juft difcouragements ,’ from medling
with fuch wicked pracifes, whether in good or
bad men; evill men doe according o their kmdrii

-
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- and good men are drawne to it: and when we read
s .. ofthe wayes of good men, then Les us run with
I patience the race thas & fes before ws , Heb.12. 1,2,

‘ “Thus have you feene the mighty power of a live-
.- -ly faith inthe ufe it gives usto make in reading
w and meditating on the word. :
uih It might beajuft reproofe of a Doétrine taken pfe 1]
af up by fome Minifters 3 That inthe dayes of the '
i " Gofpel , men are not to apply the threatnings to
iy the confciences of Gods people,yeafome ﬁc\‘y,n'ot
i fo much as to wicked men. But now confider, Is
o there any part of the word , which I either reade

- orheare, which faith hath nota workein ¢ Itis

8 true, curfes belong notto them thatare in Chrift,.
fi but the application of them belongs to them, to
0, keepe them from condemnation; Have you not

heard that the hearts of Gods people whichwere-
i holy,have melted with the applying ofthethreat«
~_ning of God? but you fay they lived in the dayes-
W “of the Old Teftament : But did not Chrifts Dif- '
o fciples live underthe New , and yet the threat-
it nings take hold of them¢and doth not theApoftle
threaten vengeance to them that defrandsheir bre-
- thren? And therefore fee how much they are mif-
i taken,that will not have the threatning applyed.
o Itis a figne of tryall, to know whether I live 72 2..
" by faith, in reading the word or not,and fee a true
- difcerning ofthe ground, of our reading profi-
~ tably or unprofitably 5 if you live by faith, you
will make ufe of your faith , and your faith fets.
your hearts aworke in what everyou reade, be it

s . .
? - more orleffe, If therefore thoucomeft and rcadl:s-
. the
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the word, and fees no great mattet in it, neither
in Commandements, threatnings nor. promifes,

-or'if thou -feeft fomething in them, yetifthou

lookeft not at themas concerning thee, orifthou

‘apply fome Commandements, and not othess

fome, and not willingly give blindfold obedience

* to them all, then thou readeft Commandements

table ufe of it.

in vaine; if thoureadeft thirearnings,and thy heart
be not affe@ed nor afraid, thou readeft that word
in vaines if thoureadeft promifes, and takes not
hold of Chrift, and waites not for him,and ftayes

‘not more upon him, then upon the promife , thy

faith was dead at that time s- or if thou readeft
Story, and underftandeft little of God, &c. then
thy heartwas afleepe.

It may ferve to ftirre up every foule,when you

 goe about to reade the word 3 I befeech you, if
“you would not reade the word in vaine, then read

it in faith , it will not profit you elfe; and there-

- fore, whenever you goeabout toreade, liftup.

your hearts to Heaven,, that God would give you

-a faithfull heart,to looke at all the word as neerely

concerning you. Labour fo toreade, as thatyou
may fuck life fromit, and fo may you, whenever-
oureade, fay, itisa fweet Ordinance; and [
now not a godly man, but hee takes this Ordi-
nance for his dutie, to reade thé Word dailysthere -
is no man that heares with profit, but he makes
confcience of reading 5 bee fure therefore when

“ever youreade , that you paffe it not over, till

your faith hath helped you to make fome profi-
Wee
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VVE E now come to{peak of living thelife
¥ offanctification by faith in prayer. It is
by faith that we put up any fan@ified and lively
prayer unto God. The life that we live in this
world in our prayers, is a life of faith : andindeed
herein faith is in an efpeciall manter required,
Tames 1.5,6. Let himaskeinfaith 3 Though God
be moft liberall to beftow his blefflings on us
without grudging, yet unlefle we aske in faith,we
muft not think to receive it 5 as if he fhould fay ,
Owut beft prayers will be but dead works, unleffe
faith be aGiveand firring in them, The ‘ﬁrnyer of
faith hall avethefick, lames 5. 15,16. {hall fave
not onely his body from ficknefle, but his foule
from finne ; not that every faithfull prayerdoth
forthwith obtaine deliverance from fickneffe,and

falvation from fin, unleffe there be fome faithin

them thatare prayed for, though what God hath
romifed in this kinde , he isable tq %ivc, yet
ce will fee fome faith working before hee
grantic.. . . . . S -
- Now becaufe faith is of fuch principall ufe to

- put life into our prayers, fechow faith doth a& ic

felfe by fo doing. e
- There be two principall aés of faith, which it

-

puts forthiin all our faichfull prayers that are ac-

cepted of God. - o S

Firft, ivis faith that ftirres up holy mtcbﬁd;u]{e
in our hearts unto prayers, and this the holy
Ghoft requires in all forts of Chriftians, Eph. 6.
18. Pray alwaics with all manner of prayers and

' fuppli-
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wpplication, wasching thereunso with all perfeve-
{axce : W;tch with all conftancy and affiduicy,

-fhaking off all drowfinefle of flefh and fpirit; he

cals not fo mych (though that may be partof his
meaning) for romflancy in prayer as for warchful=
neffe in prayer, and that as well before, 2ndin
prayer; as afterward. Andas watchfulnefleunto
prayer is required, fo watchfulnefle i» prayer,Col.
4.2, Continwein prayer, andwatch inthe [amewith
thank(giving s and they are both put together,

Y Pet.4.7. The endof all things is at hand, beeyee
therefore [ober, amd wasch untoprayer 5 So our Sa-

viour calls upon his Difciples, Mat.26.41. Watch
and pray. Their heares began to. be: heavy, ‘and
their bodies to be drowfie,and they had much ado

- to keep from fleeping, when there was moft need
~of praying. Therefore watch and pray that yee

fall not into temptation. Do
.. Now.becaufethis is a duty fo neceffary,and fa
litde fpoken to, therefore Iintend to fpeak fome-
thing of this watchfulneffe unto prayer. . - -

. Thereis athreefold watchfulnefle,which faich
{tirres up.in a man anle prayer, in prayer, and
after prayer y and a faichfull heart is watchfull in
all thefe. P

- Firft before prayer, faith putsforth a threefold -
watchfulneffe. Firft this watchfulnefle is cequi- -
fite, and is exercifed about obferving and gathe-

* ring up fir matter for-petition and thankfgiving in

our daily occafions ; ifhe be watchfull, he isever:
ateentive all che day long unto fuch occafiots, as
do fusnifth him wich fic matter;and argumenss, and

o motives
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motives to come before God with 5 and fajth fets
him awork fo to doe, faith obferves what our dai-

ly corruprions are, how foone this or that paffion -

is ftirred up, what vanities in our mindes, what
uncircumcifion in our lips, how barren and un-
fruitfull in good confcrence to help our felves and
others, and it gathers thefe up againft the next
opporcunity we have tocome before God 3 it ob-
ferves any kind of judgmeont orafflitionGod tries
s withsit oblerves what favors & mercies we re-
ceive from God daily,& fo makes them firmateer
for his daily prayers: And efpecially thefe he culs
out againft the time of more folempe humiliation.
Zob tells you what he was wont to doe, when his

heart was in its beft frame, though then diftem-

pered, Job 3.8. Let shem that curfe the day, curfe
this might, and prepare to flirre up mouwrning : The
Originall word is ftrong, Stirre up Leviathan ;
Huge mournings, heaps upon heaps, great Beke-
msth mournings ; Let them pocket up this, and
lay it afide in readineffe that they may remember

the mifery of this day or night. See therefore

what 2 watchfull heart will doe, it will take up
matter from any occafion offered to ftirre up
mourning. In that he fpake of laying up matter
of curfing, that was his weaknefle, but of fuppli-
cation and thaok{giving,that is a Chriftians duty

look whatan impatient heart will doe for curfing,
that will a patient heart doe for blcﬂ'm%‘; great
or

mercies for great dayes, and great evils for great
dayes of humiliation. As 2 man that hath a buil-

ding to reare up, he prepares matter, wood, alt:id
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ftone forit 5 fo a Chriftian prepares materials for
his prayers. - Prayers and praifes refemble an edi-
ficeor building, Pfal.22.3. Theu are holy, @ thos

" that inhabiteft the praifes of Ierufalems, Now a mian
~ inhabits nothing butanhoufes; if therefore God

inhabite praifes, it is a fignethat'itis a way: to raife
upan houfe to incompaffe God about with, fuch
isthe nature of prayer ; A manthat hatha prayer
to make, hee hath an houfe to build for-God,
Exod.15.1will prepare am babitation for bim. When
therefore a Chriftian is tocome before God in
prayer, he confiders what matter he hath ftored
up againft fuch a time, that he may reareup a
building for the moft Highto dwellin. Andhe
not onely prepares fit matter, but likewife ob.
ferves what order is beft to difpofe thefe.in, pre-
pares fit arguments’ from his owne neceffity. and
Gods glory ,-and this he doth againft {olemne.
times: 706 23,4. Hecould pot come before God,
he was fo full of terrour without, and anguith
‘within, that he could not have liberty topray:
But 6 that Thad but alittle breathing time ; what
‘would he doe then ¢ 1 would order my caufe before
him, and Iwoenld fill my month with arguments :

 Hewould have his cafe in readinefleto fet before

-God, he would not come abruptly,and inconfide-
rately , but have his matter in fome order, and if
his memory would not ferve, he would pray to
‘God to rank his bufineffe for him; for indeed ex-
~cept God build for us, our building is but in vain:

‘but he would lay them in fit erder,asthey did eheir
facrifices, joynt by joynt; what ever the holI{
: Gho

]
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Ghoft hath given him. pateerne for inithe,word,

~ faith will fer watchfulneffe awork to confider of
it,to prepare matter from it, againft our next coms

ming before God.
e SCCOH,dly,' F,
heartina praying frame ; a manmay have much
good matter, andin good order,-and yet an heart

“very unfit, bue faith fets watchfulnefle awork to

keepthe heart in a praying frame, g
.. Anda threefold grace watchfulnefle hath a fpe-
-ciall refpet nnwoinghis particular, -

.. Firft,purizy,both withGod and man, P f§6.1 8;{}'

dregard smiquity,if 1 {quintafideatany fin,Godwill
a0t beareswe. A manmuft lift wp pure hands wish-
pwt wrathand dewbsing, 1 Tim.2.8. This purity of
heart keeps the life free from guiles’ Keep a con-
fcience voyd of- offence before. God and man.
Sin will harden theheart, Heb.3,12,13.

. It makes us walk refpeQively towards all men,

to.give every man his due, and fo thall we offerto
God.ap acceptable fexvice: remember if thou hatt
any ~thin%:§ainft any man, or gny man any thing
againft thee, firft goe and be reconciled unto
them, andthen come and offer thy gift ; imply-
ing, thatif a man doe walkin wrath,and emula-
tion, and difcord in any kinde, he muft cleare that

~{core firft, elfethe heartis not in cafe to pray 5 in

fpeciall wile, look to thy converfation in thine

- owne houfe, 1 Pes,3.7. Ifthou confidernot the
weakeft part, thy heart is not fit to pray, and

thereforethis s the watchfulneffe which faich ftirs
spthehet nato, A m@g!:lthath apetition to

ithand watchfulneffe kccp§ the

put
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~dérourprayers.. -

| put up to the King in the eveniag, he would heep

himfelfe from offending him alltheday ; fo in
this cafe God would have us keepour heartsin a
praying frame; free from any difturbance of sy
kinde, for if any corruption be ftirring, it will hin-

- Secondly, Befidesit keeps our heartsina pmzs
ing frame, by maintaining in our hearts a fesfible-
;:{c of thofe things of which we makethe mate.
ialls of our prayers ; for a man may have thefe,
and yet come off very heavily in prayer, for want
of bein fenfible of thofe things. : It'is-true; if a
man keep himfelfe in a pure frame, he will keep
himfelfe fenfible, for it isthe deceicfulmeffrof fin -
that hardens, Heb. 3. 12. Keep thy heart ifhocene,
andthbg;vilt be fenfible. Davidiwhile: he' com-
aines of corraptionin hisheart, cinnot put npa
sow of pctitiog‘}?ﬁnm;, But afterward ll::t l&
up to fome fenfe, then he falls voptayer, 2#7..12, -
then he begins to look up, and can pray to God
soguide bim. by hiscounfell,. uwa then yocebve bim sy

£lory 5 and then' it is good for himco draw nigh

to God : bue he rifes not upto matter of confe-
rence with God, till he hath brosght his heareto
a fenfible difcerning ofits owde corruption, and
then is the hedtt in 2 prayiog frame fitto conferre
with God : -S0 2 Samm.24.10. Davids bears fimee
bim, and thea he looks up to God for pardon,
2 Sam. 7.18, ¥ Chromizg.10, -+ .

-~ Thirdly, A: rayj% frame brings withi it a

of the-

reverend the: holy prefisic of €6d, it puts
ﬁmiﬁoaduﬁél&éawﬁiﬁ'fm :irm'%.
S S s
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Intby fearewill [ worfbip sowards thy baly Tempie
looking at God, asaGod ofmérg, and \:;{mll
of dreadfull Majefty 5 he comes therefore before
him in a childe-like reverence, his very mercics
are fearfull, Exod.15. 11, HisMajefty fearfull, his
prelence boly and glorious, and therefore heis
the more to be feared;, Pfsl.130.4. Andthis isto
keepithe heatt in a praying frame before theLord.

- Thirdly. then there is anotheract of watchful-
nefle, and thatis watchfulneflero prayer before
you comatoit; io.cat off thoft: iimpedimonts. that
would: hinder us from “prayer:; cfpeciatly that
~wauld hinder prayer- from ‘'rifing'to-any height :
Ieisafpeech givento carmall men, and I would it
reftetthere 5 Pfalin4.4. Oyee workers of iniqei-
ty, whydoe yee eare spwny people as neem easc bread 7
Jedhewesyou thatmenare fo.catea up with their

" biufinefle that there is no calling upon God, What

i$ thematrer 2. he followes his bufinefle fo clofe,

- that he hathnoleifure to pray. Rich men eate up

ponrdymsens cftatesby oppreffion ; and even Chii-
fialvmeh, if they be aot the more watchfull, will

 befoeaten up with their bufinefleas they have no

leifure to feed on the Lord. Thus faith would

. offer up unto God s resfamable (ucrifice, Rom.12.2.-

He would {peak fuch things, and to fuch grounds
and ends, as that God may fce we underftand
what wetake in-hand ; Take beed therefore that

yoube nés bardened shrough the deceitfulmeffeof any

finand put not offthis. duty, by the neceffity of
any bufibefieiwhatfoever. Y - _v\ty :
-+ But how fecomdly; faith makes us watchfull is

prayer s combinnein prayer, gd_wmb theyeim, Cob.

d 2 Moo
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4.2.A Chriftian man is watchfull in prayer;how

. Firft, The faithofa Chriftian when it is work-

ing, and lively, it makes aman watch unto the
matter of his prayer, that it be according to Gods
will 5 he would not drop forth any thing unadvi-
fedly, he is carcfull that it beall according to

.- Gods will, Jehng.15. Andfofor themammer, he

is carefull that it be put up in the fpirit, £p4.6.18,

.praying in the holy Ghoft, Isde 20. fo that in . -
. the boly Gbeff wearcto pray forthe mamner.,

~ Now.intheholy Ghoft; whatisthat ¢ That
is,in a fpirit of humility fervency,and conftancy,

1. Inhumility,0 Lerd1.am leffechenshe leaff of
alithy faishfulne([e, Gen.33.10. Gem.18.27. Thus
in a {pirit of humility, thefoul doth acknowledge

our owne bafencffc and vilenefle, . ey
. 2. Fervency, fervent prayer, 4% 5.13. that

- is, prayer without ceafing; the fame word is

tranflated carneft, Luke32.44. Rom.8.26. The
[birit elps our infirmities with fighs and greans thas
camnotbe expreffed. | Exod. 14.15. Why crieft the
wstome ? and cryingimplies carneftneffe, Now

fervency ftandsin two things ;' Inumﬂnﬁvf '

the affeition, and firength of perfwafion ; carnci-
nclfc{f aﬂ"c&ion,l{;b; cfic_ﬂ ttwf? a£d fo ftrength
ofperfwafions. he makes choycé of fuch argu-
ments as are moft it to perfwade, as from: Gods
former gracious dealing, and {o pleads the Cove-
pant'; Exed,32.10. <Mofés wonld not let God

‘alone,, . Remember the Covemans thon haft made wish

thy fervamts , and the great workes thou! hat
widnght in redeeshing them, will not the Egypti-
ans blafpheme thy name if thou: defiroy them

B!
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g now'Now:hmbo\dosthc héaix 6f a manto fome

fervencyin:priyer, it binds God-as it were with

‘hig Covenant ;' and his promife, .and hisglory,
~with cordsof qhe proplesanifery,aud feafe of the
Lnemies: mfolencygmdfo muffits him(as we may

fay with reverence)as withra- gowneror cloak,that

~ ‘he cannot ﬁrrkzasln;;)vi’ﬂ& f‘qasnewa&&c:ag\eo: ,
oei Yrx ople,heis fo compafled about
mdvhmni?mmpm@rﬁv,md(}ovmmt that
dic hathnolliberty:to. fsike 5 and-now this pre-
vents wandriag in éur prayers , No wan flirs up Elay 647.
bimfelfiso sukeholdof thee this puts away the
Sdadennaffeof ourprayersmndgives themiwings:

- Thirdly, And fo for conftancy , Pray uhwaies
and bemotweary, Luke 18:1:God will letus khow,
that he witl beoverwrattled , if we beaffiduous
-and will not btbcﬁen out;’ mthc.Syxbphcmcxan
.wommwnnldmc. e e T T S T T
rr-. Nowr thindly', ﬁnoch@par:o’?watchfuhcffo:ﬁ
-afmrprayer' and aftér prayer’; -it waits upon: God
for.what we have prayed,, and thenisacting and
<ndeavuring, frft, o afb all taprfultupicancs:for

. the: obtaymngoﬁthm wilfay, ir waitsupon God .
foran-anfwér; sofee;how God powses in the
fruit of our prayess uto us; they Ziffen what newes
fm Heaven. dafl;, ‘Pfal.go. 3.1 Hobooa: 1wl

[ wponimy voare n,m&mm vlug.ard
wil [y writome;bie had maded frong praieragainft
the Babyloimxs;an&ht wondcrsthatGacL .
Sfuffer fuch wretches te oppreffe:mon besser then
- themfelues, but faishdve, bwid/letid e vyﬂdﬁfk '
tom, M{mﬁm&&hluﬁu:ﬁu (a1
. "Dd3 - Sccond'— .
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ﬁrsnpammufcaﬂhwﬁdlmm fm
theacaanpldlunuoffwhxqucb. Hore had

. fpene the whole ninth- Chapter, in- fopplicati-

onforthe Church ; and then fome canic o thim,

-and faid, & mmhhvgsndu theve s

hmyh '3 S0 Infhes;when he had faftell
:‘agpmyed, Bs[7:10.t0 14, than Arife, Ifnunl baeB
cammi acmﬂcﬁu; Sce wio 1o isjdad Tt
uftice beevecizoed : -hee would ot hawe hidtb

‘zontimucin prayer, asto drinke to over:wraftde it

that way 3 wa, but arifeand be doidg:, doe whac
ynn canohelpo it, nd thea wait ipmnGndf&

Nowﬁotaﬁcoa&h&ofﬁtﬂ,aud&as, As

| uﬁm‘s up warchfulnefle abour prayer , fo faith

dothalle xlpc-aman 0 belecvicia the Loéd for
‘acceptance,both of our pesfonsand peayers , andd.

both, is oix vreakeftand work cftites, :andvpon
the fafeft and fureft ground ; thisisa Rirniag a-
- Give worke of faith, the true #Apate/tfins of thefa-

. m&oeofpmyer,tﬁL“ak.;ﬁl.g.; ﬁ'g;g;

God turacs niot our prayers.
mercy from s, but out‘pal‘on and -

?

-worepted :, aad fo dmud , s that God hoth

Shoarcs whiat wefay, vﬂhkbﬂfehw, dolm

g u,rs. M.n . Godwill ws dllae-
i s, for thiis bettery
htm cafcthcm 5 a5 infomc rel}

God feesi uotwﬁxu,yuhuw that:

willlave sclpodt £o the ik gl il

!taym, andxhatsﬁé it thibg : Bk, 3.3%,
26.
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26, ¥ pmyedﬂmhemhtzgoeom]orda,
andfccfh‘mgooﬂmd; now it was a thing God
faw wiss_ noc meet: vo gitve bimn , sbut thoughhce
wauld; aorgive himcthae) iyt heeshad rel
the gromnd awd -eindof his. prayer, and
avclum fight, that he faw and difcerned it Fam-
gv forGod canfitlerid thoveight of his. N
:hey grant ebethe Tott dtkmm ‘
duﬁ Omymym,mhe candive@us 2better
toba fadstied., Trood not.with Gods pur-
sMuofuﬁul:mgn::m&quLmd
fandingasia ] ot fea-
blc,gpda:l'y;c&rs the. P:dcaid‘ ssidthere: ® Ao ge
o€ 340 fo n all aches e pricions if reafonuble, 8vas wesl o
Fatherif # be pﬁ&e.dmﬁu Up puffe Froms 10e, Fu, o S o
- 3nd be-wps-helard/ Hebs 5,72 his ﬂdi:kms,wfub— Renn @ Miek fe
it 19 Gods vzlkﬁ 2\ hwias fiearid v ibe grownd allscl
ndqdﬂﬁtln&pmyci Thos aich ummn‘“‘ erant
. Weeare ina ponte cafe.vopray 5 Pfal.34.6. This & ew dune (Vim
poreman cried , and the Leril bm:; itwas wwo@%m/d
thonan batd: vase with :Diswid, ‘hee was faine to Pt —
caunterfait himfelfea mad mim 5-hedadea very.
. poare fhifc ; and thésafore cals himfdfe 4 apun
. "y adw s A iraffodivibe Lord , iwnd be deli-
" sured we 5 To thes faish will belp: 2 manin vety
. poore takings 2 and this faithwill doe; no w
g;greﬁmm, bnwponfafuand ﬁ:egro

. Figlt, Fauh boilds :lnm au! uﬂd
hcns Y Wm, adth«&e fhallalt
ﬁcﬂamn him 3:and faith éntembers , ' dhat

th:ﬁamﬂ&knfﬁo& ogative.
dwE T » . Dd4 b‘“ ,hC?:
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thetenposy, the qreatune -clafpestabiout *fych o=
tibuces:afiGod , 4s:make him.fiteo hodre-pray.:
ersyas hiswidaine, id Adimightypowst, hisrich:
grace:,- his fealaufiesfor bishomodr:; andbfithfel
neffe in; his:Covenant ...andinfpeciall histove to:

us, Jobw 1 6:26,27.00.0 0 s R P
, - Thisdly 5 Fdith halirrefpodb o the same! and:
inferucfiion Gt Ghill;i:1bm 6. s 3uiand ithe ifs
teresflion:of Chrit whndeefully availes) it thig
panticelar , : Rewr:8¢34... Hrlt . bee. wpptiris_before
God. for. w5,z dtamds Borius , “biee: will bee
Ve o, o Lo0C ol throBonghii and wild vifis dro il
) ‘:« yoth Chﬂﬁwwﬂb ;ﬁffgﬁww}g&:,‘aﬁ .
s Yha'g waue prfiy‘mfémusﬁy;tbcnntqmcﬂ‘mnpt‘hwbl@od,-«{kh
N e 12245 et and Tdenie nbt, “But ChE ity regard
2 oot ) oo\ OF DitAlivine Mijilby, mrag coMfbamlycenysteié his
e ey e o PEiAESuE 0 theRanhen 2ok 1770y, ihoke el an
Y W racious ek dnindsanf e Bnigring tojzcthbayarith
s sodneed RO ger an Afiver to: our prayers.;: ntiny: Eitnes
ST At ARy ees wh.mﬁwg::h"&lé:cxp‘:&iﬂ TRIE NN L}:wn By
Wb Qs Fhirdly, Baiththasina dsisd pecaddcd Rt up
" N on 5 and:ahas is, tha intrrecitiozof i 195#ie
Rom,8.28. Rfal. 10 ry:: Baich ﬂkkby?pat!'m;
and warmth } - and'fivebgihs-itto virigrayers’s
-and - yet:this:. is ‘one.of tHe: weakef: a%m'nms ,
faith baty i, for many 72! Chriftian.. wher:  bree
lookes at hid fpirisuall: inlasgemanes ; -ankt refis
there , he will {mare forit s It istrue, faich refts
IROIC PO, prayer; -then-upoii. the! wdapons of
the mighty ;.-Hdfes: prayeradid mdre good: a-
gamft she! Amalekites| ithen shei whold: Army,
- Emed, 1 7i11.20d &gfa}éf;igﬂréhdhgugab:utio
RN s 1:C make:
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" The life of Faoh

Y make, us the:more o trultapon Chrift, butfauh

dafes not bottameit felf¢ ypon ltsptaycr. LR
~iFirft ; becaufe our greareft enlargedents are

bue nmpcnfeaxons, and therefore faith mufbhave
fomething to truft upon'that is perfe&t. . -

- But fecondly , Suppofe they were. more‘

 perfeét and: Rronger them they bee, -yet faith

lookes at fuch weakenefles in our:beft ycrﬁom
manées | :as ftands in need of; mcrcyrath&r to{m-

- don and cover, thcn to lookc for acccptancc,

Neb D§a22e Lo :
.- Now. Izonnpplwatlon, ﬁrﬂ, agmnﬁ alt fuch as
are not watchfullrto prayet ;; 6r-come not with &
irit ofFaith, roducha facred Ordinance ;- I doe:
not{o much ftand wandridg’ at carnall | mcn if
thicy ‘neither: pray moraing ' nor: evening . for,

- how: fheould theycall on:him ;' onwhom they.

bave not beleeved #.but to looke to Chtift for

- grace:add  mercy ;: this & not in their hearts -
todoc., and therefore it is.no wonder ifthey pray -

not; -and yet. to. you T{agp, as:ever you chinke to
ﬁndemcrcy dt tHc hand of-God , ﬁogcm fpmt of
faichand prayer: - -

", But yet: {écondly; | , This: cafts {hame upon 2

fhe people of. God profeﬂ'ors -of «the faith,
and -of th¢ life:of ﬁab - how many of them,

Suen; fome ancicht: godl ‘meri’, that in.very -
prayer will fall falt :ﬂecpc , fomeumc the -
band lifted up ;- but the beart faft afl ¢ Is:
not this -a "prophaning of :the'name o God 2
Can- wee bee accepted: in fisch a cafe 2. Now -
therefore take - this' word -home-with - you-; :

Car[ed

i
s
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- Cwrfadbe be that brings alame fasrifise se Ged, and

- bash abewer in bisflock, Mal.1,14. thefe willbe
Gods fatherly curfes, and. thowgh- it be ot in
wrath’, yet you fhould kow: whae a Farhers
frownes be, ifyon prefent him with fuch drowfie
worke ; and chcugrc L chirge youinthe Lord,
#s youwould be knowne: to bo Chriftians , ‘fhake
offdrewhinefleinthisduty: . . .’ -
. _And this may repitve anothet fort - thae have
lefr off to pray, fave otely when the Spiricmsoves
them 5 never take care to prepare the beart for

» fnchawbrla:.a’sehisis;hgithé:pi‘tpmmamf,ﬁor

' th‘ethc.hﬂttiOz% og frame, '

-+« And therefore for a cond Ufe ; Letitbee an

, exhortation to-every Chriftian foule, that defires
~ toliveby faith ; in whatbever you ﬁvct'% aith,

- J&ﬁu‘c you be not without the life of faith your
Pprayers: Some men cry dowae Prayer; butis it
not the end of Preachiag, ehat yon may learne to

y ¢ Let faththerefore live in them s clfe they
mbe but dead prayers; we difcourage not
man from reading a prayer, oncly this we defive,
thac you may live in your prayers -and foliveia
Godsfight forever.” Goe home therefore, and
‘call to remembrance what you have heard | {ctie
beydurcare toobferve and h{up daily fomefie

matrers for your ~and lay up the chicfel®,
of thefe again lge_ times of yog g‘gea'te& mour-
ai;g;, -and thank(giviags ; Lay them not up for
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againk fpeciall occafions , and then kocp your

heartina praying frame, pure from wrongiog
God or yeur brethren orneighbours, and be foe-
Gible of what you come before God for, and keep
~ your hearts o a wary reverent and boly aweof
God, and pray for what is according to Gods

z

will for matter, a8d according to dw’Spix@it for

manner, aod andupen your warch-Towar, o

fee what God will anfwer, andufcthe meanes to
obtaiae your.defites, and come withconfidence
 that your perfonsand prayersare acocpted, aad

avhen you afcia the lowelt cafe, and make the -

poarelt (hifts, then looke up.to Ged ia the
mame of Chrit, and then fhall you finde yom
prayers not dsowfic and dull, but fuch life i

shem, as will pur alifc inyonr callings, and in-

all the duties that ever you performe , and ¢

awill be matner.of mwch comfort and refrefhmeng:
10 you. ' : .»,r.'.. P v '

LY Aving gone thronghthe principall worksof -
JAhe life of fanQification; Wecome now €0 -
Jpeak of the third pate ofour fpirituall life, which .
is the lifeof amfplasien. And by faith is is thet
- we live comfortably in this prefent warld, New--

melie, if you fland faff ipibe Lavd, 1 Tix[l.3.7, .

8 9. What doth the life of a Chriftians juftifica-
-tionﬁcfp(ndr other.mens ftanding faft? orin

cafe of our life of fanéifieation, ifothermendall; .

muft we fall oo 2 Mightnot: Pesé live thatlife,

the Thefialonians friak from the grace

of Cod. and docay in the fill dove? God
fobid. | The:
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~ The life of fan@ification ftands notupon the
ftanding faft of his hearers, but he fpeaks of the
life of the joy-and comfort of the fpirit and foule
of himfelfe, if they fhall fland' faft in the purity
and pradife ‘of that' Dotrinethey had recéived
from him, that would be the life of his comfort,
as you may fee in the verfe following, Weewére
comforsed in allowr affiictions by your faith s yout
ftanding faft comforts uis in all our affli&ions’ life
is not life, if'it be overwhelmed with- difcourage-
ments : - Their ftedfaftneffein the faith did breed .
joy in the Apoftle,and thatjoy was hislife. Now
then ta fhew you, that-as confelationis the life of
our {pirits, foit is by faith, that we live thistifein
this world. Rows.5.1;2. Beingjuftified by faith wee
bave peace with God, andyejoycein bope of the glory
of God : By faith we have thepeace of our jufti-
fication, and tliereby we have acéeffeto God in
the eftate of grace wherein we ftand, and by the
fame faich doe we rejoyce in the hope of the glo-
ry of Godsthatis the work of faith, firft to joftific
'us, and then to-pacifie us, then toinlarge us'tojdy
and rejoycing in the Lord; -1 Pet. 1.8. Whom

- vhough youbave not [eene, you do lové,and beleevini

Inbimyou rejoycewith joy unfpeakable, and full of
glory. So that you fee the: pointis plaine, 2 moft
heavenlyargument.. -+ .. o0 .
Now for the opening hereof, let'me thew you
how it comes to paffe; that faith:in Chrift'doth
work this-confolationinbeleevers. - - -
© There are two principall works by which faith
brings us-on to confolation’, and - maintaines:it .
inus, - . Firfy,




The life of Faith.

)

. Firft, Faithprepares os macterof joy. 27 2
- Secondly, 1t applies thae matter to our heagts)
and exhibits jult occalion of confolation to us.
. For the firft, three matters there be of joy,
~ which faith prepares for usto chew upon, and to
comforcoyr felvesin, andinthem a man ¢annot
;l'CjOYCC:thO‘W‘fal.tb'.' P A S BUTH
The firft and prinicipall thing which faith'doth
lay hold on, as matter of joy, is felowfbip with
Chriff, and under thisis alt the reft wrapped up.
Chrift dwels imosr bédrts Zfzitli;,‘lifl). 3.17: And
by bimwe have accéffetothe Fasher,and by faying
we truft ia- him, we make him our God, Pfal.g0.
1,2. and by faithit is alfo that we receive the pro-
mife of the Spirit, Gal.3.14. So that by faith it s,
that we dae lay hiold upan she Son, by the Son,
on the: Father, and on both by the Spirit: For
faith diftrufting-our owne naturall good parts,
and all thebleflings of this life, and all the Ordi-
nances, and whatfoever might deceive us with
-~ falfe joyes, it carries us directly to Chrift Jefus,
- and faftens all ourhope upon him;and fo have we
accefle to the Fathér; and are filked withthe'holy
Spirit, and all thefe are matter of our joy 5 Yeta
man 'may have all thefe, and yet live uncomforta-
~ bly,but yet here is the matrer of joy,faith gives us
~ the blefled Trinityto dwell.in our hearts; “and fo
___Firft, the Father heiis called the God of ol con-
folatism, 2 Cor.1. 20d he fpeaks of boththe Father
and.the, San, 2 Thefl.2.16.. a place-well worth
obfervation, Now dur Lerd. Iefos CMjAMﬁljz:

WY

e 3
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and God evey enr F ather, which beth loved s, give
w.everlafing canfolation s wherehelets forth both
the Father and the Son,as thofk that give us ever-
lafting confolation; and: {o my foule dosth miagnifie
#he Lord,endmy fpirit xejoycetlrin God my Saviour,

. Lauke 3.46,45. {peak: ahbophi the Farher and. the

Sen : And {o likewile doth the Ay Ghiaft, it is his
proper tyle to becalledthe Comfirer,tokn 14.16.
And he fhall abide with 'you for ever. 10k 16. 22,
Twill fecyom egaine, and yiurijoy fballbifull; and it
Jhali ne mantake fram you : -He- meanes:he would
vifitthem by his Spitit; and thesefore it iscalled
joy in'the holy Ghofl, Rom.14. 17,50 that herein
ftands the matter of our everlatting joy. By fsich
we lay hold an Chrift,and in Chrift we have ac-
cefle to the Father, and by faith we recebve both

- Father, Son, and holy Ghott, co dwell in wyand
' thusic prepates-usimaster of joyo.o oo

Sccondly, Faith briags uson to fellowfhip wish
she meanes of grace,ie will not reft,but if it be poffi-
ble,it will briag usunder the joyful found of Gods
Ordinances; wherein it may enjoythis FeHow-
fbip'with the Father; Son; and holy Ghoft : Fiich

ings ys on to make ufe of the Ordinance more

- then elfe we thould do;fo as kke wew born babes we

Aefixe the fucere milk of the word, 1 Pet.2.2. and
We are new borne, when faith is fathionedin us 5
And David fpcakinj%zf thi;_ confidencein' God,
Laith, Thoughy warre [bould rife np agsinft me, yét in
shuwpuld I be confident, Pful.a 7{3?an{ilffe'e“%vliat
followes 5. Onesbing ¥ defire; yes and twiﬂ;@,f«
Ho That Lwaydwelinshelronfs of the Lovd 4‘{ the
o _ ‘ ayes

»

R
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dayes of my life, 10 bebaiR the beaney af the Lovd,
This faith doth, and by fo doing, preparcs master
for our confideration, and confolation; Pfal. 89.
15,16, Bleffedareshe pczfla;tbque‘n% the joyfull
foumds that is, the foupthof-the Gofpels, They
fhall wibk iz tbe lighs of sirfcoloistmavseqin thee fhall
shey rejoyce all the daylong: Tlitre.is the joyfull
condition of 2 Chriffian mthe enjoyment of the
Ordinatices,they can:cvery day make anholy day
ofi, asitwete.: -gl_.,n;. vhi. Ty seffimmies are
wrine -Buritags, shey'ure rbe.vyjepéing of 7oy bears,
ver.162 ;I'zﬁ‘:ykain than a5 ancthas findeth greas
fpoites 5. ver cange to an Ordinante, but as
2 fouldici-ita thecfpoile , afied 4 gicat bawtell, as
he! Having fiad a bawdlt-with hszgml

tagaintt' his' foubel . Nowr he tomes o, fee
whatGodwill‘fadyton;athwm makehim.
folfe 2 faver, and geoabaotyt outof.evesy Com-
:nmdcmeumnuﬁe,: ofthiveaming: lee” heares ;
Thus f2ich: comes ¢q ‘divide’ Byoiles,  It-is erhe,

fomatimdes men coniedhd find fpoils i theOpdie
natices, chat tever Bactelléd wich théiv cotouprions

before,. forfomerimes God s found of them that
feek him not,and fo many amanthavndverftuck
firoik ficts fpoites: Thioy.come aod wonderashe
prefence of God: isther, -and -cry out, Cod.5
m?ttmufn tweh,t Cor.14.39,26. Thusa mas
thatlives under the joyfull found of the Ordinan-
ces,. e hath ever matter of as much joy, 2 a
Souldies afver viGory; Efdy 13.5. . With joy fhall
hey draw wators-out of the wells of falvadony
whatare thofe wells'of fulvation” e they
B not

ptions that



426

“The e of Faith.

not the Ordinances of God from whence wee
draw confolation,and cdlﬁcation,and a f upply for
all’ounphmcular needs,

Thxrdrly,i?mh puts:fosth another notable work
mpscpanngmk midttdr.dfijoy; and thatis {qm,
bearty without-which thert is no fpirienall joy' to
be ho ed for. The Sunsthine of Gods favour
will not ”zana dun hillfoule, it will fhitie -
upon the§ nomly,wherc the feeds: of his

grace are fowne: The Kingdame.of -God s firnfh
bttuﬁ;(ﬂ% thew peace; und sbev joy in-the haly
G s Rom.14.17. The hedst: muft bepurified by
faith to beleeve in Chrift;and from thcnccfpnngs
joy inthe holy Ghaft, Aidsxs5.9; Faithpurifics
the hearty the h l‘mng pure, is'afit fubjeét fot
JoysT hicis our vejoyoing, thes im fimplivity and god.
ly purity, wé bave bid eur conver(aion among yos,
2 Corimth, v.12:: This is; matter of exceeding
comfoit.in: theimiddeft of all difcouragentents.
Al thewhyesof wifedeiie.ave peace, and sl bér pathies
pleafansne fjf Prov.3iy. By faish we-walk in the
pathes of Gods grace: ' Now fuith therefore that -
Funﬁcs the heart, keeps theheart in a frame fit
orjoy.: Butif a man defile his heart and way ;
thiemreflomesarise shajoyesof thy fabuvation, Pfil.5x.
8.5A man will thereby- breike: theftafe . of his
joy, fothat he: fhall not fecle the. fii
his comfort ftrengthened in him. Gods Spir ritbe.
mf grieved, (as grieved it will be, if we deﬁ!e onr
felvesby any finfiull luft)ic will grieve our fpitiess

‘bueif Gads Spirit be pot:grieved, then arewe

neahewfpxmuall cnnfohtioa s ‘bif Gods Spnbn: :
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~ The life of Faith.

be grieved;then our {pirits cannot be comforted §
if a man wittingly and willingly livein any fin, he
cannot havejoy. Gedistruly good to fuchas are of
a clean beart 5 You cannot fee the Sun thine cleare
in troubled warers,all fpirituall confolation dwels
ina cleane heart: thus faith prepares matter of joy

~forus,’

fhie i)

;. -Butmowifyouthink this is enough for amans - _

{pirituall joy, that now he may live comfortably
althisdayes s I'think no man that knowes what
fpirituall joyes meane, but knowesthat a Chrifti-
anmay have truly fellowfhip withthe Trinity;and
:may have liberty to enjoy the purity of Gods Ox-
dinances,and be of an honeft heart, and walk be-
fore’ God-in.the fimplicity-‘of his foule ; and yet
:expericoceknowesicto be but over-ttue, that a
‘man-may enjoy allthefe, and yetbs'dead-hearted
to allfpirituall conflolation, and theréfore there is

~ “more goes tothis,clfe it were.notpofGble a Chri-

Atian thould:lead a comfortable life, Hee doubts
met of his fellowthip with the Trinity,nor doubts
heigtthe joyfullfound of the Gofpél, nor can he
-deny, ‘biit in fome mieafre of purity, and fingle-

. nefleofheart; hehath walked before God, yet he
- neither [eespor fecles any comfortin thefe ; faith

thereforedotft fdmething more, whenit works us
tofpiriwall conlolation. -~ ... T e
+ ' Andthetcfore fecondly, that we may rejoyce in

Ly

the Lovd alwayes, Phil, 4. 4. Faithdoth not onely .
prepare us master.of joy, but having preparedit, ic

-applies: i and. helps us o miake wle of it to-our

~confolation-§- Bithls of an-applyiag nature's now
weTy Ee

let
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Jer me fhew you how faith beftirres it felfe about
thefe three mauters, it hath prepared for our con-
Tolation. o :

Firft, For fellowfhip with the Trinity, which
is the chiefe and principattmatter of joy, faith
hath this work which wherefoever it works, it
fends not away the foule without fome due con-
folation, atleaft fupperts the heart infuch fortas
that it over-wraftlesall difficultiessthough it have
not alwayes largenefle of confolation, yet it ne-
ver wants fo much as fwallowes upall outward
difcouragements, As foonc as it makes ustg re-
member the Trinity, it applies fellowthip” wich
the Trinity by putting us in minde of. what we

~ have received fromit, See how thistemembring
of ‘God quiets the heart in ill houres,and quickens
our dead fpirits, Efuy 51.12,13. Who nrt thoushat
thou fhenideft bz afrasd of man thas foak dic, and for-
gesteff the Lord thy <Maker? See theground of
this peoples difcouragements 5 God fets forch
him{elf as the Comforter of his peopleswhythen
fhouldeft thou be afraid of the face of the oppref-
{or 2 1.am hethat comforss shess Whatisthe rea-
Ton the people of God receiveno comfore, bue
are every day.afraid of man® Whatis the mateere
"Wrhy,thou kaft forgosten she Lord thy <Maber  and
haft feared becaufe of the fury of the evill ones,as’
i he fhouldhave Taid, if that by faith we would
endcavour remembrance of our fellowihip with
1God,andrthathe Yhe Father of mercies hath given
useverlafting confolation: Did biewe' remem-

ber: ehat hice hath given us'fhis‘Spirit\w:béqm
' : - - Com-

——ae
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9

" Comforter,this would.quict our hearts all theday -

fong : Faith will (ay, Oxr Ged whemwe fcrve is able
to deliver us sus of thy hand, O King s but if wot, yct

-kuow, thas wee will wot ferve thy gods, Dan.3.17.

Faith briags God to eur remewnbrance in our
worft hours, and quiets us much in all the difcou.
sagementsthat darken our hearts s mot fuch are-
membrance thatoncly thinkes on Geod, for that
may deceive aman, Pfal. 77. 3. D4vid thought

* on God andwas sroubled; not every remembrance
of God willcomfort the foule ; but when I fpeak

of remembraace, I fpeak net only ofremembring
God, whenthe heart is overwhelmed , bug faich
keepes a daily remembrance of Godeven from
time to tme. Tranfient remembrances of God
bring but fmall joyes ; ifgainedatany time, they
are loon gone;but faith semembers God not only

in fome fudden plunges, as it will doe much then,
‘as.David had good ¢xperience, 1 Saw.30.6.when
‘the people {pake of ftanigg him, he thought upon
- God and was comforted and ftrengthened s It

will help mucheven then; butmuch more will
it help, if a man in his daily conftant conrfere-
membes God, it will qaict his heart inall changes
of foxrow 5 My pesple have gose aftray fiom moas-
taine 40 bill, from one refuge to avsther, thefe bave s

Sforgossen sheir refting place, 1ér.50.6. They mighe

have found reft in me, hadthey repaired to me 5
Wheathe Dove comes to the Ark, there is reft

~ for ber, but while fhe flutters hete and there, the
 findes. no refting placez Men that come daily-

and duly 10 God, and xcr;cmhcr him, they finde
"11;; c3 2

e -
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- areftingplace in God. Youwill fay,How fhall we

daily thus remember God ¢ : .

1 anfwer, Faith wonderfully helps usin this
kinde by giving us daily to feek God and his face 5
and that makes us remember him, Pfal.105. 3,4:
Their hearts [ball rejoyce that feeke God. When a
man daily fecks the face of God for pardon of fin
and peace of confcience, the heart of fuchan one -
fhall daily rejoyce. - : S
- Secondly, Daily to rememberthe Lord, is to
waitupon him, and -that brings continuall rejoy-
cing, Efsy.25.9. Inthat day it [hallbe (aid, Loe,thés
#s our God,, we have waised for him, and he will (ave
ss, we will rejoyce andbe glad in bis (alvasion. Pfal.
35.20,21. Our foulewaitethonthe Lord,our hears
rejoyceth,becasfe we havesrufted in him : Itis from
out truft, that wehave waited on him, and from'
waiting, we rejoyce in him, fpecially when God
gives us to wait on him with meekneffe and pati-

~ ence, without frowardnefle, Efay 29.19. Theo

meek [hall increafe their jo0y in the Losd; They
fhall not onely rejoycein him, but’ grewspinre- .
joycing.w - .. o v
Thirdly, The remembrance of God will put
us in-minde what God is, what he hath done for
us; and whathe will ddily doe forus, it will help
usto know God, andtojudge rightly of God,and -
this.will caufe matter- of exceeding joy. A man
may havefellowlhip with ‘God, and yet not re-
member what he hath done for him ; Confiders
not what he is now about,ner whathe will do for
uws,and fothe heart is much difmayed, Pfal.77.6. 2

: call
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eall 10 mind my fongs in the night ; time had beene,
God had given him fuch comfort, that he had
made Pfalmesof praife in the night ; Now there<
fore call to minde , that God hathgiven you al{o.
his holy Spirit, as both Himfelfe and his Son for
you, and have not youthen caufe to rejoyce? and
fo this remembrance of him will put you in mind.
what he hath done-for yotr : God affli@s you,and
imbitters both yobur inward and outward man;
why, know He chaftens every [on whoms he rece;-
weth, Prav.3.11,12, but fhall not the confolati-
ons of God be more to you thed all the evill that
~ canbefall yous thefeare but pledges to you,that
God delights in your foules, 7f you were withoust -
“chaftifements,yon were baftards,and ne fons;ycaand -
donfider what heimeanes to do,will not this work
for.yourgood atthe length¢ Prev.3.28:and doth-
not faith helpusto fee,thac The mercies of the Lord
are from everlafting to everlafting , 1o them thas
Jearebim jandthinkeuponbis Commandements,Plal.

 103.17. fo0as you cannot point your finger at:

Fe—~— . BF-A.Bn B 2 e W, =
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fuch atime,g in ' which yot.can fay, there was no
mercy in fuci:a prOvidglzg of Goggf'or could you
fay fo, thenthe mercy of the Lord was not from
cverlafting to everlafting; bt you fee, there isno
time excluded, God remembersusinourloftand.
- loweflate, Plal.136.6. as wellin onr greateft dif-
couragements , as in greateft inlargemeats,-and
therefore faith workesjoy.iaus,. . ... . .

. Fourthly, A manthen remembeys God, when -
he prizeth God , and fellowfhip with him 3 for.

.- ~Bez .. ~  many
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" many times weare. ftraitned i our owae boweds;

becaufe we prize him notat his worth 3 a7z she
confolations of God alight thingtoyos ? Job 15.11:

_ they fhould countervaie ali our difcouragements,

Is it:a lightthing for you to have God for your
Father ; Chrift for your elder brother¢ Aw: moe
Lbetter tethee , faith Elkandhto Hammsh', 1 Sam.

17,8 thentan fans? And isnot the immortalt

God , the Father of mevcies; and God of all confols-
tiens, betterto thec;then any thing clie théu carifk
meet with ¢ It is not:poffible but tha faith in

fuch acafe, fhould bid defiance toalldifcourage--

ments wee can niect with:;. and though it

pleafe God for a while, to fufpend: the bngh:-
nefleof hzscwntmance yet faich will. mimifter
fiich caufe of confolation; as will overwhelme ait
the difconragements that we tnebtwith,and chere..
fore it is hut from want of excrcxfc of Fu:b, thata:
man wants comfort. . :

. Now for a fccond a&of: (muh, thcrctsmnitcr )
enoagh for joy, - by reafon of Jiving unden the:
foung ofthe Gofpcll thoagh. fachmay. rejoyce
in God, allthe day long, yetfaich puts{fonh two
ads about this.

- Figlt, it doth feed upon the word, andthat
,malwes @rc;uyccm theword.. -

- Andfecondly, ‘it Zeyes up the wozdﬁx remers.
brance focus, that wee fhallnot forgetit: reade
Ier.x5a6. I d:demréy word, and it was sntemee -
the joy end rejoycing of my- hears 3 which fhewes

“you, that:a man may hvcmdcr the found of the

word and yet it breed no joy in his foule, be-
. caufe
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his ewne, it is a6 marvaileif he have no comfort
init; butwhenhe applies it, and mixes it with
faith , and feedsupon ir, it will be the rejoycing
of his heart. .And fo faith remembers , and layes
itup for usywhen you have feen¢ how it concernes
youit:etdhis grdthat‘conditionv, thc;-n it is further
required, tharyowlay it up inyoutheart, A man
mfor a while havfry muc’;tcgmfort inthe word,
yetwhen timeof tryall comes, be much to
fecke, unleffe he have laidirup in his heart s this
the Apofile complaines of, Heb.x2:5., You have
fargorten the comfalasion  implying, that it
18 not enough to heare the word, and-to fged upon
it, and to apply the word, but wee muft have the

‘word todwel plentifally in us, €#l.3.16. Faith will

often whet.and chew uposi the word : thus faith
by applying the word .and ©rdinances; workes
joy i the heans of Gods people., ©

¢ Ancther matrer. of joy was , purity of hearr, |

and.a man inaphavethis, and yet want thecom.-
fort of kchrough: 2 dowble defe& which faith
fupplies. .

- Firft, 2 manmay walke innocently, and yet
fearch not, nor difcerne the purity of his owne

walking , he hith noe caft- 1 refleied eye uponit,

and casniot sejoyceinit, beeaufe his confetence
beares' kims not’ witnefle of its therefore Penl

‘joynes them together, 3 Cor. 1. 12. inthatthe

confciencr did bearehim witneffe, ther wasthe™

joy and rijopeing ofhis hearc: fo that @ manhad -

€ 4 need

caufe be dc:h-uorcatit; if a man be dréﬁﬁéﬁ -
- it, andapply it not when he is gone, and make i¢
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aced, notonely walke fincerely, but. be carefull
toobferveit duly, that his confcience may wit-
neffeto jt: It is notable counfell that, G#l.6.4.
Let every man prove his.owne warke , andthes fball
e bave rejoycing in hinifelfe ; and.nos. in anothers
Though my way bee fincere,, yet if I takenota
furvay of it , my heart may bee uncomfortable

- forall that ; neither will it fatisfic mee , that.o-

ther.men haveagood opinion. of me, for men.may
bedeceived in- me , wee muft prove our felves,
and meafure our felwes, by the: rule of the word,
and then con{cience will fpeake to our comfort 5
ThePoist is not, what weakeneffes we have inus,

- but what weallow.not of, and labour to havefab-

dued;if con{ciencebeare us witnéffe,we may have
comfort, . o

Secondly, A man may walke freefrom.defile-
ment in any wicked cowrle,and yet iwant the com-
fort of it,becaufe he is not fo fruitfull in his conrfe

- as he had need to bestherefore faith will not only

make us psre, but make us frassfwd, and keep us in
afruitfull and growing frame, . in cafe I commita
fin, or bebackward to any, Chriftian dutie ,; the
ftaffe it may be ftands atmy doore , and [ am un-
willing to pray or confer,&c.not thatI dare com-

~ mit any groffe fin, butI detaine fome good dutie;

then icis not poflible bue thou fhouldft wast com-

. forr,for when the Spiritof God hath not free paf-

fage, it recoyles back againe fad and difcouraged;
whereas,did you grow in fruitfulnefs the Spirit of
God would rejoyce in you.And thus youfee how
by faith,welivealife of confolation n this win:{ld .
A o ow
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- Now for a word of application ; firft; unto
them thar want faith 5 if you want lively faith;
you want lively confolation ; it is not poffible you
fhould rejoyce in -the Lord, efpecially , not al-
“waies , for where no life of faith, no lite of con-
folation s There is no peace to the wicked , [aith
my God , Elay 57. slt. The joyof an bypocrite is

~ busfor s moment, Job'20.5. Though Iefephs bre-

thren had their facks full of corne , and their mo-
ney in their facks mouthes , yet they were all a-

fraid, the old man afraid, every mothers child of

 them afraid; -and what was the matter? why they
doubyed they had not the favour of Iofeph , and
- they kaéw thatthey muft thither againe;and they

feared,as they had caufe,his difpleafure would be

their ruine: So may I fay to you,though you have,

cver fo many of the comforts of thislife, yetfa-

Yong as 1d[eph is difpleafed,” Chrift not pacified;
God niot our Father-, Chrift-not ourSaviour,thé
- holy Ghoft not our Comforter, there would bee

b cold comfortin. our hearts, though youhad:

er fo many fuch light fparkes as'thefe ; yet;
;?:k Joall you have at my bands, yce foall lye downe in
forrew, Elaysowle. -

. Now thercforeinthe fecond place, confider-
the reafon why Chriftizn men are many times’

{ouncomfortable; Why,(as youheard)you'may’

haveGod to be yours,live under the joyfull found -

 of the Gofpell, walke in purity of heart and life,

and'yet bee moft uncomfortable s and why is ir,’
- but. becaufe -Chriftians 'doe not - igiprove their

- faith ," to make ule of their fcllonhip’With*Gc‘idé. ‘
L : o - and:
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o and his- Ordinances, and the purity of their owne
walkings : and therefore as ever you would live
- gnd dye comfortably, fo remember Goddaily,
- andfecke hisface daily, and wait daily upan hims
- remember what he is, what he bath done , what
he ftill doth , . and will doe for yon, and learne to
knaw God, and to prize him better, and be care-:
full to keepe your hearts unfpotted , and prove
“and examine what you doe,and fee that what you.
doe is approveable and acceptable in the fightof
God,and be fure you grow fruitfull in goodneffe, .,/ -
and take all advantages to implogmp!n fpiricuall
giftsyou have, and thenyour joy {hall fpring and.
flourifh,and you fhall for ever walke comfortably
in the prefence ofthe Lord. -

HAving done with fhewing how wee five the
Ainward and fpitituall life of grace by faith;?
Wee are now ta fpeake of living by faith in our -
ourward and temporalllife: now our outwardand
temporall life is twofold, which wee live in the: ‘
fleth, Itiscitheracivill, or a maturall life ; for"
both thefe lives we live, and they are different the
one from the other : ‘Civill life is thar whereby -
we live,as members of thisor that City,or Town,
or Commonwealth , inthisor that particular vo--
cationand calling. . - - | -
“Naturall life I call that, by which we doe live
this bodily life, I meage, by which we live alife:
of fenfe, by which wecateanddrinke , by which
we goe through all conditions , from our birtthto' - |
our grave, by which we live, and mdve, and have:
S A | our

o 4




The life of Fuith. . | 4;7

our being. And now both thefe a jultified perfon
lives by faith; To begin withthe former, -
. A true belseving Chriftian , ajuftified perfon, ke

lives in bis vocation by hss faith. :
-~ Noronelymy fpiriuall life, but even my Ci.

villlifein thisworld , alithe life Ilive, is by the
“faich of the Sonof God : he exempts no life from
 theagency of his faith, whether helive ds a:Clari.

ftian man, or as a member of this or that:Church,
or Commonwealth, he doth it all by the faith of
tthonc;gGod» . { e {h .
- Now for opening this point, 1ct me fhew yoiq o\, 30
wharare chc)fvgc fcvngall'-acgg of faith which it gm;i NV :
forth about our occafions, and vocations, thatfo . v
we may livein Gods fight therein. o Ll

. Firft, Faithdrawesthe: hemtofa Chritian o 37" . .
live infomewatramable catling ; as foonc asever ., * -
d man begins to laoke towards God ., and the. L
wayesof his grace, he will nocreft till hefindoue |, , '
fome warrantable Calling and imploymenc: An: =~ - -
inftance you havein the Prodigall fon, thatafter s, =~ "
hehad teccivcd&h‘fgem his portion invanity, and: ‘;ﬁ',".,' ‘*
when being pinched,he came home tohimfelf,&  \% =
comming home to his Father,the very nexcthing - ™ > -
after confeffion and repentance of his fin, the ve< """+ «
1y next petition hemakes, is, Make mice onesf Wy s - No ' 3, N
Pired [ervants ; next after defisc of pardomoffing,. . ;
thenpue meimo fome calling, though itbebuweof - - '
an hired fervant, wherein he may bringiaGod~ =
any{ervice 3 A Cleiftian would mofoonerhave: * ™
bis finne pardoned, then hiseftate to be fetled in - v
fome goad calling ., though et asa mcm{:luny o

e ' , ave,

v 4

f':‘) 1 9 ;\o, A
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- flave, but he would offer it up to God as a free--

will Offering , he would have his condition and

heart fetled in Gods peace, but his life fetled in a

good calling, though it be but ofa day.labourer,

yet-make me as one that may doe thee fome fer-

vice; Panl makes it a matter of great thankfulneffe

to God, that he had given him ability , and put
him in place where he might doe him fervice,

1 7im.1.12. Andinthe Law, they were counted

- uncleane beaftsthat did not divide the hoofe into

_ two, Lev.11.3. therefore the Camell; though he
150, 1, atbareadihiewed the cud, yet becaufe he did not divide the
Y sgioofe, bee was counted uhcleanes and God by
ot fatsgthe Beafts, did fignifie tous fundry forts of men,
a7 5 """ who were cleane, who not, as you may feein Pe-
o Filn He, vers Vifion, in 4¢#s 1o, Itfhewes you then, that it
Ehecstd o isonely acleane perfon ; that walkes with'a divi-.
erc o+ © - ded lioofe, that fets one foote in his generall; and.
s 4,2’;[’ + the other in his particular calling; he firikes with
wn #72% hoth, he ferves both God and man, elfe he isan
fro uncleane beaft , if he have no calling but a-gerie--
(o /rﬂll, or if no calling but a particular, he is an un-
utey cleane creature; But now as foone ‘as ever faith-
onandiel, purifies the heart, it makes us cleane creatures,
i7ren @ VA 45 15,9, and our callings doe not interfeire one
;> afehe @ upon another , but-both ‘goe an end evenly t6--
1k ond, gether, he drives both thefe plowes atonce 5 45
e ot God hathcalled wcrg man, [6 let himwalke, 1 Cor. -
i r + ,§.19,20. This is the cleane worke of faith, hee

fe o Y olwtelpwrould have fome imployment t6 £/ the head and -

Jorts % hand with., : o ’
- "Now more particularly, faich doth -waril){r_ ob-
o \ | erve
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ferve the warraatableneflc of i't.s callmg

Three things doth faith_finde in a particular

calling.

- Firft, Tt hath a care that it be a warrantable cal--

ling, wherein we may not onely aime at our own,
butat the publike good, that is a warrantable cal-
ling, Seck not every man his ewneshings, bus every
man the gosd of his brother, 1Cor.10.24. Phil.2.4.
Seek one anothers welfare; faith works all by
love, Gal.5.6. And therefore it will not think it
-hath a comfortable calling, unleffe it will not

onely ferve his owne turne, but the turn of other*

men. Bees will not fuffer drones among them,
but'if they lay upanything, itfhall be for them
thatcannot work ; he would fee that his calling
fhould tend to publiquegood. =~ - :

- Sccondly, Anothier thing to make a calling

watrantable,is,when God gives a mangifss forir,
that he is:acquainted with the myftery of it; and
hath gifts of body and minde futableto it : Prov:
.16.20, Hethat u»degjlam’: a matser [hall finde good,
He that underftands his bufineffe wifely. God

leads him onto that calling, 1 Cor.7.17. To thew

youthat when God hath called me toa place, he
hath given me fome gifts fit for that place, efpeci-
ally, if the place be futable and fitted to me and
my beft gifts ;. for God would not have a manto
receive five Talents, and gainebut two,he would

have his beftgifts improved to the beft advaa--
-ootage. _ . e :
* . Thirdly, ‘Thatwhich makes acalling warrari-- -

table,  is, whén'ic is attained unto by warrantable - -

and
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and direGt meases, when a man enterpriles not a
calling, but in the ufe of fuch meancesas hemay
fee Gods providence leading him toit: {o Awes
manifefts his calling againft the High Prieft,
A5 7.14,15. The Lord tooke me, and [aid sme
me, Goe, feed my people : So he had a2 warrant for

it, Godshand led him toit in Gods Ordinance,
~and therein he comforted himfxlfe, wheress ano. -

ther man that hath taken up fuch a calling with-
out warrant from God, he deales ingeauouly,
Zach.13.5, and leaves it 3 so thew yonthat aman
oughtto actend upon his owre warraneable cal-
ling. Now faith that hath refpe@ vato the word
of God for allitswayes, he would [¢e his calling
ayming at the publique good, he would fee gifts
for it, and an open doore for his entranceinto i,
hee would not come untoit by deceit and onder.
mining of others, but he would fee the providesce

- and ordinance of God leading him unto it, the

counfellof friends, and encouragementof ncigh.
bours 5 this is the firflt work of faith. .

2. Another work of faith,about 2 maas voca.
tiom and calling, when faich hathmade choyceof
a warrantable calling, thenhe depends upon God
for the quickniag, and fharpning of lis gifts in
that calling, and yer depends not wpon hisgifis
for thegoiag through his calling, bur upon God
%ave him thofe gifts, yea hee deptads on

or the ufe of them in bis calling ; faich faich
not, Give me fuch a calling and turne me loofe to
it 5 but fith lookesup to bicaven for skill and abi-

-~ lity, though firong and able, yetichooks acallits

abilities
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abilities but as a dead work, as like braided Warcs

ina fhop, as fuch as will be loft and ruft, unlefle.

God refrefh and renne breath in them. And thea
if Goddoe breathe in his gifts, hee depends not
upon them forthe 3&ing his work,butupon Gads

blefling inthe ufe of his gifts; thoughhe have ne-

ver fo much skill and ftrength, he looks atitasa
dead work, unlefle God breathein him 5 and he

~ lookes not at his gifts as breathed onely onby

God, as able to doe the work, usleflc alfo he be

~ followed by Gods blefling. Ble(fzd hee the Lord

nsy frengsh, that teachesh my hands towarre,and my
fingersto fight, Pful.44.1. He had beentrained np
to skill that Way;?'ct herefts onely in Gods tea-
ching of him, Pfal.

irds me with ffrength 5 he puts firength into his
gands, fo thatr a Bow of ficele & broken with vy
armes s And therefore it was that when he went

18:32,33,34. It ésthe Lordthes

?gain& Goliah, though he had before found good

uccefle in bis combats with the Lyon and the
Beare,yet he faith not,1 havemade my part good

enough with them, and fo-fhall I doe with this -
man; no, but thisis the voyce of faith ; 7he Lord

wmy God that delyvered me ows of their hands e will

deliver me ost of the band of this Philiftim s Hee.

that gave me ftrength and skill atthastime, heeis

- thefame, ki band is nos [bertned: And then what
-~ isthis Philitim nore then oneofthem ¢ 1 Sam,

17.37. And fo when hee comes in Goliahs pre-
feace, .and Jooks in his face, he teks him hecomes
tohim iwthe name-of the Loyd of Haftsy, and hee

" gomes pot.anely in the Loxds name, hut he losks

sp
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up to him for skilPand [rength 10 help,” and there-
fore (aith ver.q0. The Lord will clofe thee iy
bands 5 {o that by his owne ftrength thall no flefh
prevaile s 7¢ s in vaine faith faith, to rife carly, and
goe tobed late, bu it is God that gives his beloved
reft, Pfal127.1,2,3. Prov.3. 5,6, The ftrongeft
Chriftianis never more foyled,thenwhen hegoes
forth in ftrength of gifts received, and his owne
dexterity. - o
Thirdly, We live by faith in our vocations, in
that faith, in ferving God, [erves men, and in fer-
ving men, [erves God : The Apoftle {weetly de- -
fcribes icin the calling of fervants, Fpb. 6.5.10 8.
Not with eye- [ervice as men-pleafers, but as the fer2
vants of Chrift doing she will of God from the heart
withgood will, us untothe Lyrd, and not iinto men
Not fo much man, or oné¥ man, bat chiefly the
Lord 5 fo thatthis is the work of every Chriftian
man in his calling,even then when he ferves man,
he fervesthe Lord ; he doththe work fet before
him, and he doth it fiscerely, and faithfully,{o as he
_m:(a'y give account forit ; and he doth it heavenly
and sritually ; He ufesthe world s if he ufed it not,
1 Cor.7.31. This is not the thinghis hearcis fet
upon, hee lookes for greater matters thenthefe -
things can reach him he doth not fo mich’look at
the world as at héaven. Aad therefore that which
followes upon this, he doth it all comforsably |
though he meet with little éncouragementsfrom
man, though the more faithfull fervice he doth,
the leffe he isaccepted ; whereis an imbeleeving |
- heatt would-be difcontented, that he cin finde
‘ no

]
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" néacceptance,but all he doth is takengin the worft

part ; butnow if faith be working and ttirring,he
wil fay,Ipaffe very linle tobejudged by you or bymans
judgement, 1 Cor.4.3. 1 pafle litle whatyou fay,

or what youdo, God knows what Thave done,&

{o his fpurit is fatisfied,1 The(].2.6.We weretender
over you, as a Nurfeover ber childe; We wrought
not for wages, nor for the praife of you, if fo, wee
had not been the fervants of Chrift. A man
therefore that ferves Chriftin ferving of men, he
doth his work fincerely as in Gods prefence, and.

as one that hathvan heavenly bufineflein hand,and .

therefore comfortably as knowing God approves.
of his way and work, ' . o

Fourthly, Another a& of faith about 2 mans.
vocation is this; Itemconrageth tﬂian inhis cal-
ling to the moft homc‘lzg and, difficuls@y and
moft dangerous-things*his calling can lead and
expofe himfelfeto; if faith apprehend this or that

to be the way of my calling, it encourages meto

it, though it bewever fo homely, and difficult, and
dangerous. Take you a carnall proud heart, and if
his calling lead him to fome homely bufiaeff¢, he
canby no meanes embrace it, fuch homely em-
ployments a carnall heart knowes not how to
fubmit unto; but now faith having put. us
into a calling, if it require fome homely employ-
ment, it encourageth us toit, he confiders, It is

my calling, and therefore he goes about it freely, -
- andthough never fo homely, he doth itasa werk

of his calling, Luke 15.19.- CHake mee one of thy.

bired fervamts : A manof his rank and breeding

. Ff was
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was not wonted to hired fervile work, but the
fame faith that made him defiroustobein a cal-

. ling, made him ftoop to any work his calling led

him to 3 there is no work too hard or too homely
for him, for faith is confcious, thatit hathdone
moft bafe drudgery for Satan. No luft of pride, -
or what clfe fo infolent, but our bafe hearts conld
be content toferve the Deviland narurein it, -aad
therefore what drudgery can be too homely for
me to doc for God¢ Phil.1.5,7. Let the fome s
minde bee in you shat was i Chrift Iefus, bee made
him[elfeof wo reputation 5 he tood not uponvit,thae
he was borne of God, and equall to the moft
High, but he made himfelfe a fervant, and of no
reputation, and fo to ferve God, andfave men;
and when his Fathercalled him to it, he ftaoped
to a Wy low employseat,rofe up from Supper,
and girded himfelfe with a Towell, and wathed
his Difciples feet, Iohn 13. They thought it was
a fervice roo homely for him to doe, but hetells
them, that eventhey ought thusteferve one ano-
ther. So faith is ready to embrace any homely
fervice his calling icads him to, which a camall
heart would blufh to be {eene in ¢ afaithfull heart
is never {queamith in this cafe,for repentance will
make 2 maa revenge himfelfe upoa himfelfe; in
refpe® of the many homely fervices he hath done
for Satan, and {ofaith encourageth us to the mofk
difficult and homely bufinefles, Ezrs 19.4. Iva
Zresmsnhing thou art now about, yet arife and iee
doing, for the matter belongs 1o shiee : Yea, and
though {fometimesthe wo’;{i’bc,;mqm dangerons;
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yet if aman be called to i, faith dares not (hrink 5
Tt wasan hard point that Hered was put upon, cis

ther pow hee muftbee prophane, ordifcoverhis -

hypocrific 3 now theiefore Jabw difchargeth his
conf{cience, and though it was dangerous for him
to bee fo plaine, yer faith encourageth him

to it if it appearc to bee his Calling , faith

«doth not -picke .and choofc, as ca tcafon
yull doe. TN

- Flft!y,Anothcr a&of falth by wblcha Churi.
ftian man livesin his vocation, is, That faithcafts

altthe fuilings and bupthens of his calling wpon the

I.ards that agr.he'propcb weork of famh. it mlls at\d
upon h‘lm« R

" Naw, thege avethree fo:ts of burebens thaz be-
fall a msm.a his calling.--

B, Cars abans the fucseffe of u‘;{ \and %0r this
fa;th caftmscareupqu d, 1 Pet.§.7. Pro.16.3,
Commis shyworkes wnto the Lmi and thy thonghis
Jhali be cjtaltl;ﬁml Pfal. 55. 33,24 Caff shy burthes
upon the Lovd, and e will ddt«ves tbcc faith will
f,om;n;:nd that wholly ra Ged. :

;3. A fecond busthen,is feare of dagarthat may
befall us therein from the hand of mas. Luke 1 3.
3¥+32- Some bids Chrift goe out of the Country,
for. Hered will klll.hun, whatfaith Chrifttothat ¢
Gactell thas foxe I orke to day endso merrow,
dr¢. He-caftsshat o God and his calling; God
hath fet me ztime, ‘and while that time lafts, my

calling will beare me out,.and whcn that tm!c 3

o;l!ythcn I fhall beperfe. -
i3 . Anothey burthen,is thebmhen of i :»;mn,
Sk . v Ffz which

s
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which befalls a man in his calling. I havenot ha-
ftened thac evill day, Lord thou knoweft ; he had
not wronged himielfe nor others in his calling,
and therefore all the injuries that befall him in

- hiscalling, he defires the Lord to take itinto his
. _hands. S ' ‘ ) -

Sixtly, Faith hath anotheract about a mansvo-
cation, and that is, it takes a/ fucce(fes that befall
him in his calling with moderation, hee equall
beares good and evill fucceffes as God: fhall dit-
penfe them to him. Faith frames the heart to
‘moderation,be they good or evill,it refts fatisfied
in Gods gracious difpenfation ; 7 hsve kearned in
what efate [ocver 1 am, therewith to bee comtens,
Phil.4.11,12. Thishe had learnedtodoe, if God
profper him, hehad learned notto be puffed up,

" and if % fhould be expofed to want,hecordd-do i¢

without murmuring. It is the famea& of unbe-
leefe,thar makes a man murmure in croffes,which
puffes him up in profperity 5 now faith is like a
poyfe, itkeeps the heartinan equall frame, whe-
ther mattersfall out well or ill, faith takes them
much whatalike; faith moderates the frame afa
maas {pirit on both fides. ' :
Seventhly , The laft work which faith puts
forth about a mans calling,is this,faith with bold-
neffc refignes up his calling into the-hands of God
or'man; whea ever God calls 2 man to lay
downe his calling , when his work is finithed,
‘herein the fons of God farre exceed the fons
of men ; another man when his calling comes
to bee removed from him ,- hee #s much .
. S afhamed,
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- afhamed, and much afraid, butif a Chriftian man
“be to forgoc hiscalling , he layes it downewith
comfort and boldnefle , in the fight of God and
man, :
- Firlt , Inthe fight of God, 2Tim.4.7. 1have.
’?‘ongbt thefight , 1 bave kept the faith, and finifbed
msy cowrfe 5 and therefore, bewcefirth is basd a?‘or
.ms¢ 4 crowneof rigbtcu[néﬂe s whick God according
to b righteows word and promife will give him,
as a reward forhis fincere and faithfull walking;
he lookes up to God, and refignes t‘lip his calling
into his hand 5 hetels Timothy, the day of hisde-
varture isat hand ; and now . this is matter of

~ftrong confolation to him 5 faith beleeving, that
© God put him into hiscalling;, and hath- beene
n

helpfull to him hitherto, andnow growne nigh
to the period ofhis calling, here was his comfort,
that he had not throwne himfelfout of his work s

but God cals him to leaveit , and{o heleavesit,

inthe fame hand from whom he receivedit, A

- manthat in his calling hath fought himfelfe, and

never looked farther thén ' himfelfe”, he never
comesto lay downe his calling, but he thinks it is
to his utter undoing: a Swine that néver did good

- office to his owner, till hiee comes'to lyeon the
hurdle, hé then cryes out s buta Sheep, who

hath many times before yeelded profit, though

. you take him and cut his throat, yet heeisasa

amb dumb before the thearer ; foa carnall man,

“to diftrefle init, and he murmures and cries outat
its buttake yona Chriftianthan, that is wonted

Ff 3 to

- thatnever ferved any manbut himfelfe , call him

1

C
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to ferve God in ferving of men , when hee hath
beene faithfull and ufefull in his calling, he never
layes.it. downe but with fome mealure of free.
dome and boldnefle of fpirit; as it was with the

- three Princes in the furnace , they wounld live

and dye in Gods fetvice,and therefore God mar-

-~ vailoufly affifted them intheirworft hauresy the

foule knows whoin it hath lived upoa: Thisis the
life of faich inthe upfhot of & mans calling 5 he
layes it downe inconfidence of Gods acceptasce:
and for muan, he hath this boldnefle in his :ii;hngs
withmea ; heboldly challenges all thé fonsof
men , of any-injury donétothens, and he freely
offers them reftitution and recompence, if any
fuch there fhould be : It was the comfort of Ss-
muel when hee was growne old, and chepeople
wereearnelt fora King, 1 Sa»s12.3. hefaithans’
tothem ; Behold, here am Ibefore youthis'day,
beare witnefle agsinft methisday , Whofe 6x¢ or
Affebave [1aken?: dre. tree:makesan open chat-
lengeto themalliand they anfwered ; Thonibaff
dose ws ne wrong. ‘This is the comfortofa Chri:
ftian , when he comes tolay downe his calling;
hecannot onely with comfort looke God .in the -
face, butall the fons of men. . There is ‘never-a
Chriftian that lives by faichrinbis calling, but hee
is able to.challengé allthe world for any wrong
donevo them , wedbuve wronged and dtfranded no
i, Alls20.286. 2 Cor.12. Wehave donemoft

. there,where weare lealt acoepted;that is thehaps

pineffe of 2 Chriftian, thofe who have beenethe -
moft weary ofhim, have had che leaft caufe. -
: . s From
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.From hence youfee ajuft [reproofe of the in- Vfe1.
fidelity found in them that live without a calling,
- they cither want faith, or the exercife of faith ; if .~ ¢ =
thou beeft a man thar lives without a calling, ... ,,) 0,
though thou haft two thoufands tofpend, yerif /r;?w o polt—
shou haft no calling, tending to publique good, P
thou art an uncleane beaft ; if men walke without * Ca :
acloven hoofe, they are uncleane : and haft thou % ol
a Calling , and artnever fodiligentinit, itisbut s en) sfn g€ ~
dead: worke , if thou wang faith. It likewife re- 4, /pt £- /0
proves fach Chriftians, as confider not what gifts ‘
they have for this and that calling 5 he pleads for
himfelfe, his wife and children, further then him-
felfe he refped¥s nocalling 5 and this is wantof
_ faith ina Chriftians calling : or if men reft in the
firength of their ownegifts , for the performing
of their callings, and will ferve God in fome
things , and themfelves and theirs in other{ome,
or if we can tell how to be eye-fervants, itisbut
a.dead worke,for want offaith; or if thou lofe thy
felfe, and thy heart is carnall , and not heavenly
minded, thou mayeft have faith, but thatisbuta
dead worke. And ifthoucatt notall thy careand.
burthen upon God, thon wilt be verydead when
- illfuccefles fall oue$ but had we faith, it would
fapport us inour worlt fucceffes ; and if better
fucceffes come , if faith be wanting , our vaine
heart will be lifted up ; andif Chriftians be con
~ founded before-God and men, when theyare to
refigne up their ¢allings, itisa figne thar cither -
they have ne faith,, or it purs' frot forth life and
courageinto them; and if it fo fall out , know that
R " Ffga | " the
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. therootof it fprings from an unbeleevin; I%rt.
Vfea. ©  Itis an Ufeof nftrution to every éhr ftian
- foulethat defires to walke by faithin his calling,
>+ - +If thou wouldft live a lively life, and-have thy -
© «i " foule and body to profper in thy calling, labour ‘
Tl then toget into a good calling, and therein liveto
sad e+» sthegoodofothers; take up no calling, but that
- .« thou haft underftanding in , and never takeit un-
.+ lefle thou mayelt have it by lawfull and juft
7% 7 0*" " meanes, and when thou hatt it, ferve God in thy
~ “calling, and doc it with ‘cheerfulneffe, and faith-
fulnefle, and an heavenly minde s and in difficul-
ties and dangers , caft thy cares and feares upon
God, and fee if he will not beare them for thees
and frame thy heartto this heavenly moderation
in all fuccefles to fan&ifie Godsname; and if the
houre and power of darknefle come, that thou
beeft to refigne up thy calling , let it bee enough
that confcience may witneffe tothee, that tho
haft not fought thy felfe, nor this world, but haft
wrought the Lords workes; thou mayeft then
have comfortinit, both before God and men.
‘vfes. |, Itisaword of confolation to every fuch foule,
: ashath beene acquainted with this life of faith in
' hiscalling , Bee thy calling pever fo meane and
homely, and mever fo hardly accepted:, yet, if
" thouhaft lived by faith in'thy calling, it wasa
lively workein the fight of God, and fo it will be
rewarded whenthy change fhall come s ‘Manya
_ Chriftian is apt to be difcouraged and difmaic{ if
croffes befall him in his calling but be not afraid,
letthis cheare up thy fpirit, . that what everthy

N net e
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calling was , yet thou cameft into it honeftly,
and haft lived in it faithfully, your courfe was

lively and fpitituall, and therefore you may with
courage looke up for recompence from Chrift.

Y Efore I make anend of the do&rine of living

by faith,-in a2 mans Civill life or vocation
thereis fomething more 'to bee handled concer-
ning that Argument,for #mans particular calling:

there fall out fundry fucceffes wherein he ftands

- need of the life of faith , and without which his
~ heart will be dead in the midftof fuch fuccefles as
"he meets with. : o

- 'The fuccefles that befall @ man in his Civili o

life, arecither profperons according to his hearts
" defire, or everfe and croff , and are of themfelves

apt to difcourage him 5 one of thefe two befals
every man, and both of them, fooner or later eve-

ry godly man : fometimes good and comfortable -

fucceffes,and fometime crofs.andaverfe paffages,
fuch aswould weary a man out, were he not {up-

ported by alife of faith; Now thento begin with |

thefirft 5 that, o
~ The life agodly man lives in bis profperity s a life

For fo the Apoftle faith, and he fpeakes it uni-
verfally, he fpeakes of all the life he lives, it isall
alife of faithn this world;-Since therefore agreat
Fart. of a mans life is taken up with profperous

uccefles,whether hebe of greater or leffer eftate; - -

he lives therein by faith in the Son of God 5 fee
it proved., and. eleared: to you ; yon have this
| o - {poken.

'y
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{pokento, and taught to a great congregation of
many thoufand Souldiers by a flourithing Prince,
and thatwas Ickofbaphat , 2 Chron. 20.20. Heare

yeme O Iudah, and ye inbabitanss of lesnfalens , be-

Peve the Lord, and yeu [hall be eftablifbed 5 Beleeve

" his Prophets andye fhall profperseventhen,when tﬁg
i

kncw mat what.to doe,. yet beleove the Prophess; ar
yon fbel profper. Now foro;}:ening this point, let
i

~ me fhew forth fome acks which' faith doth pur

forth about a profperous eftate,by which a Chri-
ftian lives ‘in the fight .of God profperoufly.
Foureactsthere be which faith puts forth i the
receiving and enjoying of profperity. - L
Firt, Faith feckes to rective and enjoy an eftate
of profperity, not fo much by any legall right, as -
by an heavenly, not fo muchby a Zegalltitle | as
by an Evangelical 5 we live not profperoufly-ik
our eftates by faith, unlefle we claimeit, andre-

* ceive and hold i by fome Euangelicall right;faich

doth notcontent it felfe in a legall right, fuch a
right as the Lawes of men can give us, though
it willhave thatrightalfo , yetit refts not there;
no, nor fecondly , it refts notin any Legall right
given it by the Law of God 5 Hce that labos-
reth [hall be filled with bread , and the Legall pro.
mife s , that The faithfull fball abound in blefsings,
and Hee that ss of & liberall hand [balf waxe richs;
and all thefe are legall rights , fuch as Gods' Baw
gives ysto our profperous eftate in this world,
Befides, there isa Law of Nature that givesa
mana Legal right,as unto the firft borne,a double
portion; a threefold Law, the Law of Natare,the

pofitive

.
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pofitive Law of Nations, and the Law of Mofes 5

thefeall give us right to the bleffings. we enjoy 5 .

But the life of faith refts notinany ofthefe Legall
titles; Why¢ Begaufe faith is fenfible,thata Pagan

l ‘or Infideli may enjoy' the bleflings- of the world

by thefe ritles; by the Law of Nature, as the firft

. borne,he may have right to adonble portion,and

by the Lawes of the. Countey, by higjutand ho-
aelt bargaines,ind by the MorallLaw of God,al-
lowing thefe bleffings tothe fonsofmen: Infidels

may have as good a title as any of thefe be; faith-
daresnotreft these,eotbatthat many agodly man -

geucr laokesisthar .y bitshe iore fhame is. for
imi; manya Chriftign thar beleeves and reftson
Chiift for his jukification, 3nd {an&ification, yet

cafe,a Chiriltign walkésunanfwerably , and lives

aot by his faithsbutfaith looks for an Enangelical
sighe, afThribist man ldoksfor a Chrifian right

0 his-Ghuilldefiingr.. Belgeve the Ryophets; and

you thall profper, helbokesfor profperity fram hi -

fairh. Nowrheseis athreefold title by swhich faith
challeages bis:temporall bleffings inthis world,

Firft, B right of pramife,he challenges the Ipheti, |
- rance by vertucrofahe promife, Galiz.18.: Ifthe

Inheritance were by.the works of the law, it were
not.by promife,But Godgane itso Abrebampy pro-

ri[o;whitte he thenwsy dujthat dbrabarm refted not - ‘

in thar hee hiad the .Inheritance by any: Legall
right, bat God gave it him by promife, the pro-

mife -

inmfp:&;of his ourward eftate, he many times-
ives like:an Ififidel ¢ imaging not that.he fhould
lay hold on thefe by faith inChyift; butin fuchz -

~——
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mife was given to him, and to his feed, Roms.4.13.

 thatis, notto his carnall feed,asthe Apoftie him-

felfe expounds it,ver.16. but 10 ¢hem that belecve
in lefis Chrift, as Abrabam did, and to all thacare
heires of Abrabams faith, This is the firft worke of
faith'about a mans temporall eftate in this wotld;

~ he refts notin any legall rights ortitles,for then he
- fhould not have it by promife, and that would

take offthe comfort of the fpiritualnefle of it. This

~ isthat which is fpoken of mariage,and of the libe-
ralt ufe of the creatures , Ewery creatsre of God i
* good , and He bath made them to be received with

shank(giving, of fuch as beleeve and know the sruth,
1 Tim.4.3. So that God having madethe-Lord -

- Jefus Chrift, the besre of the world , he hath given
« usright to our inheritance , by giving us Chri

ft
for, If we be fons by faith'in Chrift, weare dﬁ
beires, Rom.8.16,17. o
- But fecondly,this is not all, for faith layes hold

. on this }’)‘romifc of inheritance,as ratified to hims in

the death of Chrifisfor thispromife of Inheritance,
is a part of the Covenant or Teftament God in

- Chift made with his people;now the Teftament
-+ isof no force,till the Teftator be dead,Heb.9.15,

"+ 19.but when he is dead, then it is of forcesfo then

- by the death of Chrift it comes to paffe,, that we

receive the promife of Inheritance 5 faith layes
hold of the promife of God-, as4 Legacy of the .

. New Teftament, begueathed tothem therein, and

confirmed by the deash of the Tefhator. Chrift ha-

ving made a Covenant with us,he gives the Inhe-
- titance of the world to fuch as beleeve onhim.

And-
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And thirdly, Faich hath another confideration,
in receiving its temporall eftate,andthat is higher
then all thefe, and thatis zhe grace of God 5 It was -
from the grace, and free love of God,that Chrift
was given us, the originall grant was the grace of
God,not any legall right or work of oursswe con.-

" fefle we are by nature children of wrath,&fohave

di(-inherited our felves of our naturall right ; and
in refpe& of our civill sight, we confeffe we have
deferved that both us and our whole eftates
fhould come to confufion'; and alfoin regard of
our many failings againft the morall Law, it
might have been jut with God to have curfed us
every way, and to have ftriptus naked of all.
Faith therefore recedves and anjoyes all meerly from
the free grace of God. Gen.33.5. Thefe are the [hecp
and castle (faith afaithfull foule) that God of his
grace hath givento his fervamt » This is the tenure
by which 7405 held his eftate, he came over Jor-
dan but with aftaffe, but God hathnow bleffed

" him, and given him two bands, plenty of all forts

of provifion 5 but thefe are the bleflings not of
my deferts, but gifts of Gods owne free grace.
Thus you feethe firft work of faith, (and itisa
‘main one) how a Chriftian lives in pro‘perity by
his faith.

Nowofthe fecond a& of faithsand that is this,as

faithreceives and enjoyes all by an Eaangelicall |

title, then as foon as ever he hath received agood

cﬁ;te, orfees it lf;cﬂly to :;o;xeb in upon him, then

asheisvery sruftfull 10 God, [0 be is wery difirufl

t0 bimfelf 5 he £Rrﬁﬁs‘ his readinefle to bfca'gjigcg
- ~ away
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away with his outward eftare. Itis the nature of
faith 2o dead 4 man 10 himfelfe 5 it therefore lives
by the Sonof God ; hence it is, that faithwhen
it feestemporall bleshings come rolling in wpon

" him, it diftrufts its own firmeefle, it feares “left

it fhould be carried away with the wotld, when
it comes in upon him, This was lively expreft
inthe holy man dzwr, Prew.30.9,10. Giwe. mee
meither paversy nor viches, eed me with feod comue.
niem 5 Why-netriches ¢ Left 1bee full and deny
thee, and [4y, Who i the Lord. Fuoll,why isicnot
lawfull for a man to be full < Yes,forthe blefgs

- of thisworld are the inheritance of Gods peopley

but lelt 1 be full of my feifes when Lamfult of the
world; fotaken wpswith the world thar.his hearr
fhould fucfet on it, he feared left he thonld be foll
of pride, and vain-glory, and covetoufnefloy: and -
luxury, and fuch {cnfuality a5 fhould keep him -

~ from hungring after God,or fo obferving of him

as it were meet he fhould do,left I fhould beginto -

. be morecarelefle of piritual duties, leffe awfull of

God, and lefle atsending upon him then hereto-
fore ;. and thereforegive me nat riches, left I bee
full, and begin tolook bigge on it : as the Moone,
when full, it gets fortheft offfrom the Sunne ; fo

- when my eftate is full, I am afraid left .I fhould

then ftaod furtheft off from the Sun of righreonf-
nefle, a0d from my brethren ;W hen Eeffurim wax.-
ed fat, [beforgat God, Dess. 33.15,16. Andthercs
fore-this holy and good man defires but a myeane;
feft it (hould bethé worfe forhim g:and it was the
jealoufic of faith, inrefpect of which m'oﬁrhbids
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them, Dewt.8. 1040 18. When they come intothe
good Land, and finde houfes and orchards, and
vineyards, and gold,and filyer,which they 1abou-

red not for, to beware left themthey [bould forges the

- Lerd their Ged : Faithis fearfull of forgetting God
then, when he is molt abundantly mindfull of us:
We are never more aptto forget God, then when
he moft profpers us. And the holy Apottle 7ude
tagerh it asa vice in the unbelecving Apoftate
teachers, who were likely toturne the grace of

- God into wantonnelle, that #s their feafls they did

feed themfebues without feare; Without feare ¢
What fhould one feare at a Feaft, where isnone
but friends ¢ Yes, feare your owne falfe, proud,
and luxnrious hearts, left you fhould then forger
God, and waxe wanton againft God, left there
be intemperancy, and excefle, unthankfulnefle,
and unfruitfulneffe; which thews youthata Chri-
ftian man, though hee truft vpon God, yet he
diftrufts himfelfe , and hee prayes if riches ia-
creafe, that grace may increafe, and fo receives

and enjoyes all thefe blefings with a revereat -

feare. - ,.

- A thirda@ which faith puts forth about a mans
temporall eftate, is, The more God blefletha man
with a faire eftate,the more doth faith quicken him
10 feare and ferve God, and enlarges him thereanto 5
as God enlargesh our eftases, {0 faith enlargeth onr

Jervice to him, to bemore fathfull and fruitfull
unto him inthe ufe of all the bleflings he beftowes
uponus., Seca pregnant cxamplc of this in I0b 3
The blefled God gives this teftimony of faithfubll

Iob,
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Job, and that to Satans face, Haft thou not confide-

. redmy [ervant Iob, that there is none like him 1 1he
carth that feares God, andcfehewes evill? Iob1.8,9,
10. He wrongs not any perfon, doth goodtoall,
the fatherlefle,and the widowes blefle him;What |
faiththe Devill ¢ and I pray you obferve his an.
fwer, hecannot butbeare witneffe-to this truth g
Deth Iob fervethee for nought ? baft then pot made
an hedge about him , [0 as every thing hee doth
profpers ? : -

The Devill himfelfe will confefle that if God
give a man profperity morethen other men, it is
but reafonable that he fhould ferve God more
then other men ; fecing God doth fo much for
him, he were an ungratefull wretch, if having all

- thefe bleflings multiplied upon him, he fhould
not ferve God more thenother men ; he is well
paid for his fervice, and therefore a thame for
him if he fhould not doe it. New then, doth not
a man make himfelf worfe, then the Devil would
think anymanto be, if the more a man hath, the
more he will excufe himfelfe in leffe ferving of
God ¢ thatwe cannot come to fuch duties, be-

- caufe we have Oxenand Farms ¢ Would not: the
Devill fay, Afhame of all fuch men, whom God
hath given fo much to, and they yet ferve him
lefle then other menthat have much leffe2 The
Devils faith reacheth thus farre,he thinks it reafo- -
nable, if 1ob gainefo well by the bargaine,that |

“he thould ferve God moreand better then other
men. ‘

Now thatitisa mans faith that deth thus in-

‘largc

«

o



The life of Faith. 459

large a mans heart to the honour and fervice of
God, by how much the more God hath honou..
red him inthis world; you may gather it from the
_teftimony ofthe holy Ghott, 1 Iohn 5,4. This i
our witlory that overcomes the world,cven onr fasth,
“What is it to overcomethe world ¢ a figne there
was fome skirmifhing between the world and a
-Chriftian, and in conclufion faith overcame the
world, and led it bound unto its fervice asa cap-
tive flave; and you feeitis faith, that hefps aman
"to overcome theworld,and thenthe greater eftate -
my faith overcomes,the greater fervice God fhall -
‘have from it ; faich will tprn all my great eftate to
fome good advantage to them with whom I have
to deale: Ifa manhave thedexterity to manage
agreat cftate, and to overcome it, then the more
-2 man hath, the more good fervicewillhedoeto
Church and Common.wealth, to children and -
poore kindred and ftrangers 5 and it is faiththat
thus fubdues she world to obédience of the will
.of God and the fervice of our brethren; faith car-
riesthe world pinnioned and thackled chat.ic ftirs
no further, thenthat we may doc God and men -
fervice with it. Take you any man that wants
faith, and the world will overcome him, yea, or
any grace but faith ; thofe that had received illu-
mihation as the ftony foyle had done, the croffe
world foone damps them, and the profrcrinﬁ
- world chokes the thorny foyle 5 the world wi
<hoke any grace that isin an hypocrite, and any
graceina godly man, if hee wane faith, it will
choke his zeal, and his patience,and his courage ;-
- Gg and
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- warpiogin theworld, in refpe&: of the faithful-
" neffe of their dealing; and choughthe wotld can-

C7.18.

and hence'it |s:tha;§mu fee fo many godly men

rot root grace wholly air, becanfe:the feed: of
God keeps poffcflion for God,yetic wilt fo choke
it, that though they were truly godly when they
were poore, yet whenthey get ¢ftates, they have
adoa to. prefkrve themfelves from: lofingthex
affc@ions ta their brethren and theit ‘ordinances,
Te is onely faith, andthe life of faith that chokes
ﬂllf? warld, forthe world iill choke any grace
elie. . R N
. There beethree things in faith that overcome
and choke the world, ST

" 1. Humility s Let the brother of low degreem
rejoyce imthas he i exalted, awdthe rich byather in
that be is browght:law, lapsts 1. 9,50 And .hee

~ {peaks thero ot a godly rich maa. Carnall rich

menhave dacdule of rejoycing, Jemes 5.1, b
thefe men may rejoyce when they ae broughe
low. A manmay rejoyceinthat he bath fuchan
eftate:as humbles bim, heloaks at riches butasa
fading flower, a vanithing commaodity ; and zs
fnares too, if they. be not the bettet looked te,and
therefore he is the mare bumble; this chokes the
worldexceedingly; the world choks a'man; when

~he growes mare proud by ir, but faith makes him
growes morc humble, becaufe God hath pat

all thisinto his hand, hee faith, Lord what 4m |,
or what haft thou f¢ene in mee,: that thou fhoul-
deft doeall this for mee ¢ Ger.32. 10.°2 Samm,

2. Faith
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felfe, folefle confident in the world, the world is
crucified to him, and he tothe world; he lookes
atthe world as that which will neither make him
norhis happy, hce thinks not himfelfe the more
blefled for thefe things, and he will ‘tell his chil-
dren, Look not upon thefe things, here are great
houfes, and grear flocks, and great portions for
you, but thefe will not makeyou happy : 76b-had
‘never comforted himfelfe becaufe his eftate was
great, doubtleffe he had rejoyced in Gods good-
nefle, thathad given him that eftate, but hee pro-
fofles he had never rejoyced becaufe his eftate was
great, Job31.24,25. {ec both thefe put together,
1 Tim.6.17,18. o
3. Anothera& of faith by which it chokes the
world, is, Thatthe motea man receives of the'

-.werld, the more fruitfullhe is, and the better he

imployesitto the obtaining of alarger inheritance
in another world ; itnot onely makes a man the
more humblein himfelfe, bue makes him more
fossvard-and ready to. evéry good -duty in his.
place, both to worksof piety and charity, 1 Tim.
6.16,17,18,19. Ready to diftribute, and willing to
communicase, laying up in florefor themfelves a good.

fowpdationt for. vhe time. 10 come, laying hold on cter-
madklife.: See how faith wheeles the world about,:

Aridthis a man doth when he layesafide his wrift
in hisriclics, and growes more frakfull in good:
wiarks by them. Tofe riches wellgot, and well
ishployed.; provailca muth witle God to earich
them withfgirikcmall gifes;! @ Saviour gives the: .

Gg2 fame

»

2. Faith makes a man,as more humble in him.
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fame counfell to rich men, Luke 16.9. :Make you
friends with your eftates, that ‘when this world,

- and your cftatesand lives thould faite you, they
- may receive your into everlafting habications 3 fee

what benefit the ptayets of @ poore 'Chriftian
may bec to you:and [0 when you lay eut your
eftates for the enjoymicr of 2 confciomable Mini.
ftery, you fhall reap everlafting life, Gof.6.6,7.8.
Asa man would not want faithfull friends to help

~ him at the Throne of grace, folet him befowing
~ histemporall eftateto fpirituall ends ; but faich

our-Saviour; if yoube unfaithfullinthis, andlay
not out your richesto'your owneand other mens
good,who will betruft you with true treafisre,that
is, with faving grace ¢ But if you beftow them

- ‘with aft honeft and agood hearr, and willing to

imploy them any way to'the glory of God, you
might lay upfor your felves a'ﬁl\re foundatién;not‘ .

~ thataman that hathfived all his dayes and done
~ 1o good, and thenat his death give alt toa Mona-
* Rery, or fuch kinde of ufes, to maintain a genera-
~ tion of idle perfons to live withourt 2 calling : but
 if while a man hath opportunity, helay them eut
f m)onpiou's occafions, icis wonder to fee howGod

eflechfuchaman, . = =~ . oo o ‘
- 4. Now a fourth andlafta&is this; Asicover-:
comes the world, fo it makesd mass heart febly

it loofe fromthe world;. i he may noveajoy:.it with
. thelibertyof Gods 6@0&3«%&&1&1{’“@32

'to catry an.end his eftiteinfuch’a manner, as ra-

~ ther to lofe his cftite, then motto.enjdy Gods
- Ordinances ; thaveftare hecanhiox enjoy'b 'é‘,he
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the loffe of Gods Ordinances he fits loofe from s
this isevident in the example of the good Priefts
and Levites, 2 Chrom.11.14.They left their poffeffi-
0ris, and went up t0'lernfalem , for Ieroboam Ld caft

them: off ; Why, but might they not then have Ji- -

wed on their poffeffions ¢ You will fay, it may be
the King had caft them out of. their poflcflions
allo : But the Text faith not fo; and I doe not
“find to my remembrance, that ever the Prophets
doe blame the Kings, for thrufting the Priefts out
of their Cities and Suburbs : onely I reade, they
‘caft out fome women that were widowes, that
had fome faire eftate left them, M/c.2.8,9. And
they had fometimes faid to the Seers, thatthey

* fhould not fee, and the Kingdome was threatned

forit, it hould bee tothem as the bowing of a
‘wall; but they never complaine for that they
were caft out of their pofleflions, onely they
‘might not execute their office, if they would not
worthip the golden Calves ; but they then leave
their poffeflions , they are not fo wedded to their
eftates , bue if they may not enjoy the liberty of
their miniftration,they leave their pofeffions,and
gocelfewhere, and many of the people of God
wwent up to Jerufalem after them. It is like e-
‘nough they might fell their poffeflions , they
‘might put them off to fome of their owne Tribe,

- ‘but icis fure they left them, becaufe they prized

the dilpenfation of their Callings above their e-
ftates ; and this the Apoftle acknowledges inthe

 “Jews, Heb.10.34. Who tookejsyfully she poyling of
- their goods ; they rejoyce in having their whole

Ggs3 - cftate,



& Do |

eftates made aprey to other men, for a good
 confcience fake; hee will carry his pofleflion
- with great loffe any whither , rather then for
maintenance fake., to live unwnrrmtably a0y
whcrc .
Pfex. It reproves fuch Chriftias men as have ud
hold not their temporall eftate by faith. Some
there are it may bee that have not fo much as &
legall tile, againft the law of Nature undermine
. thcxt eldor brethren’s fome againft the Law of
Nations,by foreftalling of Markets; fome by op»
{r:oﬁion md deccit, againftthe Law of God ; bt

w that fuch things will doe you nd good if
;ou thus get and keepe your eftates 5 and you are
far from living by fath , that you have not fio
‘much as alel right tothem ; and therefore al
~ the eftate you have fo gotten, isadead and tive-
leffe cftate, and will all waft and confume away, if
you have no better theman zl:gdmk,ywm:ﬁr

from an Busngehicall.

- Butforcher it reproves Chriftianmen, that ret
themfelves fatisfied in 2 Legall title,if your eftates
came by friends , or you increaled it by juft and
honeft bargaines, or byliberall expence ofit, and

now you arc full ; why , there is no harme of be-
kﬁfull of the world onely here isyour fin, you
fatisficd inthe legaflithke, and youblefle your
felvesinit s bwe derwhatlﬁay, a Turke, of
Jew, o n, may {ay as much as that comcs €0
for their and ‘then, what difference will
'foumaln:betmc vhmmdyou, n scfpﬁ&of-'
your outward cftates.2 | It

v .
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" Trisafigneof tryall, whether a Chriftian lives 7 2.

by faith in his ourward eftate,yea,or no. Confider
how you hold your eftates , if youhaveno moré
but a Legall right, you cannot fay, youlivea pro-

fperous lifeby faith 5 if thou thinkeft thou canft
weildenough of thy felfe, and if the more thou

baft, the leflefree thou art for holy duties , then

thouliveft not by faith; if you grow mroud&i/." ‘ )

and joyfull , becaufe yourcftate is waxen great,

and if your hearts be fo glewed to our eftates,that .
you would rather part with a goed confcience; *+. - -
and Gods Ordinances, then your cftates, let Or-

dinances goe, youmutt livein the world ; then

) <V R

youcannotlive by faith, and nevér thinkethento

profper.fpiritually.

Let me therefore in the feare of God exhott Vfg 3.

you whom God hath bleffed with any good fuc-
ceflesin-this world, Jearne to live by faith in your -
profperity’, be carcfull to fee your foules wrape
wp in the fure mercies of Gods everlafting Cove-

pant, and reftnoctill thou fecft, the more thou

haft, the mote thou diftrufteft thine ewne heart,
and grow the more humble, and fruitfull, and a-

bundant in every good worke : make you friends -

of your eftates , and lay op a fure foundation for
Y. Aving heard how a juft man tives the life of.
L Loroferity by his faith 5 It now remaines to

' sin exsteifes, croffes mnd affisitions. . - -

Gg4

. wa felves, that you may lay hold of eternall -

fpeakeof that part of living by faith which con- <

YR e
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56 "~ "The bife of Faith,
. Ajuft manin all bis afflictions lives by bis faish,
This is the very fcope for which it firft plea- -
.+ fedthe holy Ghoft to deliver this great Oracle
The Qlwedleaofqur faith’, Hab.2.4. the people of God were
o fird Aecrecdlthen grievoufly opprefled by the Babylonians,
Jil.eliz  and layunderthe heavy yoake of Nebuchadnez-
’// A zar, and the Prophet expoftulates with God for
wels Fet, ?L.f,thcm s-SGod tels him the Vifion is appointed, but
. d;fwf«/ the time és not yes 5 But how fhall they-doe in the
;/w 4 . meane time? Why, they thatare proud will mur-
4y al ool wrbbmure, but, Thejuft fbal liveby bis faith ; asif hee
oupport @, fhonldfay , the juft man inall hisaffliGtions and
4%‘ 4o o difcouragements fhall live by his faith, Sothat
doliver M Mpisis one, and a fpeciall part of the meaning of
Hug owm o) this Text : in his faddeft and worft timés he fhall

»rammer (3 liveby his faith, A
fﬁ;v-yzu:é A" For further cléarin og this Pfgimfi let me fhewt
Lohion G300~ youwhat lively a&s faith puts forth , to fupport

reskin vs with fpirituall life in the midft of afictions

" God tryes us with in ouf particular calling. ‘Faithi,

/ ‘ exercifeth it felfeabout our afflicions | both firft, -
beforethey come, Scdondly.when we live in and wn-
derthem, and Thirdly, after we are delivered out
of,and freed from them. Firf},faith before affliQi-

ons, hathadoubléworke. = : R
: ... Firft, before afflitions aome, it is the natire of
/@fm@a » faith to’ﬁreﬁe and feare thew. Prov.22.3. A pru-
l; a/‘//ed_t on 977k dent man forefeesanevill , and hides himfelfe , and
| e S dean jﬁ”"kb 3.25. That which Ifeard is come wpon me 5 he
1 Dot did aforchand feare fuch a'ftorme, asdid-in‘the
s %f_ndhfalcllupon his ?cad on‘every fide; ‘it wasnot
e uch adiftrufting féare’; asdi oed him in hi
17 g g e s omgedbinin i

-
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calling , and diftempered. his feare,, but fuchan
: - heavenly fearg, as made him keepe himfelfe and
¢  familyingoodorders a waking feare : and thus

| far to feare, was'a good preparative for the affli- -

! &ion he afterwards met with; whereas on the .« »

2 contrary, a prond mian , Thy judgements are farre o

; above out of bis fight,Plal.10.5,6. & for bis enemies s " T’

, he puffes at them 5 he tramples upon them in his' | "L v v

. . conceit , and thinks himfelfe untouchable; buts* <<y &

. faith, that is of an humble frame, itdefpifesto = Yoo .|

. enemy , it {wels not atthem, he is not fo bold e Sy

: as to prefumeto fay , hee fhall neverbe moved, - .+ |

. hee knowes it is nounwonted thing for Godto "

/ poure out his fervants from veflell to veffcll b

I ;h9c'they may bee more fweet and favoury. in NS
1ri¢. ‘ o Lo v -

,, d Secondly , Faith/brewds and hides & manbefore

, affisitions doe come, - EE

s . Aad he hides himfelfe, ficlt, inGod., Plal.57.1. .

: Vnder the fhadow of thy wing will I put. my re- ,

\ fuge, untill shis calamity bee averpafts heehides . .

. himfelfe in the proteétion of the! Lord;, andfo =~ -

. iskept fafe and warme under the wing of God, - ~wv..

till the calamity be overpaft. Efay 26.20.Comemy -~ ... -

~_ ﬂ?gle; wnd bide thy felfe for a litsle mamens till ths . |
calamisy beoverpaft 5 as if he wouldrellthem .2 /7 coidtid
fmall time of fecking God , would many times+ = /% |

- prevaile. with God for the prote@tion of his -

people in their greateft and worft evils ; fhutthe e } <
doore; be priwate, and fecret with God ,acquaine |
him with thy. matters ; repaire to him by -prayer, .
and vroft upoghim; Pfali112.7. Heis motafraidef N

e
T
e -



T sny evill sidings, bis bearsis fixed, b srufesh in she
Zird,and then whatfoever can-befall him,it fhall ,
< benoevilltohim.lecacs e b vamolilaol o Srirn

T x,/uwv(/ . Secondly, heis carefull to hide him{¢lfe inthe
s 7 ﬁ’é innocency of his owne heart and confcience :
7 b uters thoitgh you would think thefe white robes of in<
ke o] nocency fhould make a man more obvious to
g iﬂ‘” anger, yet there is much fecurity and peace in
4, otewinePthémsundeér this our Saviour was hid 5 The-Prince
ati@ " of thisworld commerh and findesh nothing in-me ,
/5” M,g 16k 14.13. no finne in him, neither againft God
Ll por Cafar 3 and becaufe wee are not, able to
v Ao fay , but that in many things wee finne all ,
fefre “and God may fee juft occafion why to affli
9r0amv  ps, yet faith will reckon with God aforehand
for all the failings it may beguilty of, and renews
jts repentance before God, and then finpardomed,
# finne covered, Pfal.32.1, and where God once

covers {inhe, there is no more t¢emembrance of it
ferevill, - B
«“Thitdly, Faith hides a man likewife in the
Heaverdy  fe. of lawfull ‘meanes for efcaping a danger :
wevd oo fo caufes Patents, by faith fecing fomething

prnAew 29 In him'y (likely to bee more then ordinary ). -

fwve <vorythey tooke @ courfe to prevent the ¢will that
e 7 elfe m&ght have fallen upon him , and cofes:
- Jeo U himlelfe when hee came to age, hee forfooke
Mo eur ypt, and fo efcaped the danger that elfe would
srouf84 pave befallen him, Heb.x1.29. this is the proper

: worke of faith beforean affliction comes, - -
.. Now faith puts forth another a&, in and
under gt uffliction ; in o under affliion, faith,

K4
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~ fures, and times, and feafins, both ofaffliGion’

o T TR AT el . B .
»

TS

Firft,lookes at Gods hand 3 Secondly,at our owa

hearts; Thirdly , at the affliGtiops themfelves;
Fousthly, atthe inftruments : aod faith is very a-
Qiveand lively aboutall thefe. :
" Firft, underaffli@ion, itlookes at Gods hand, -
andit fees God as the anchor of them ;a5 the mar Joutly
derator of them, and as the deliverer out of them,
* Firlt, asthe susher of them, The Lordgivts,and
bt sakes av?, Job x;23. itis }ro.m the Lotd tha
any of the fons of men are afflicted; not that God

- awas thie author of the finac of the Caldaans or:

Sabeans,burGodsprovidence ondercd themeates
for 10 af£ic Jub 3 apd faith quarrclspot withthe ™ - -7 -
Caldeans or Sabeans, aot wich Satan,busblefleth & .0 o 1+
thCWﬁOfthcmdo I N ."4.‘ \\ . AR
8o fecondly, Faith fecs God mederasing all.~ "~ ¢

 ourafflictions , Pfe).33.16, My times are inthy ;,, LD e
24

hands , both my cewfirsable and averfe times o
they ;re bath in Gods hand, and aumm..fm}é" 77
and pr-o{pc:;i?r are in thy hands 3 and that is no©® AegHemolen
fimall belp of faikh, when it lets us fec tharthe care v
Iraires of our bead are qumbred , 16D May ga- seveblc
ther together many biter ingredicats ,

-

WA/(é =

- receiveit, :

L o
‘God mixes the cup , and out of his hand yee ;:/“ orenol
" And fo wirdly , from him wee looke far f

deliverance out of affliGtion : what' ever phv:

owne meanes boe , yesfom bishand weejooke <
for deliverance, 2Chr. 20012 . We knowanot whay ;

20dobutour syes are towaids thee, and yet thep
Inbsjbapbes had great meanes o help bimfeite,

[+

4;{«'(’:7/141

'1

-
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1
|
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470 The-life of Faith.
‘hehad amatter of 1200000. able fighting men,
enough to over-runa whole world, and yet he
. thought inhim was no firength, as valiant ashe
was, but his eyes svere towards God : this is the
fature of faith’, 1t lookes at God as the oncly
meanes of deliverance out of affliion, Hefes
‘60 I. ( ’ - ’ ‘

Secondly, inaffliGtion, asfaithlookes at God,
{foit Jookes into it [elfe , it hakesa man looke into
‘his owse heart,and there it findstwo things.
+° Firft, juftly defervime what everthe Lord is

SN .
l\'*‘ -~ g

Tt Al ‘pleafed to try him with, and as much needing
AR

‘what ever afflition befals us. Nebe. 9.33. Thou

Hig v Vel art rightcous in all that is comeupon ws ;' but wees
Jeowdifuls havedesl ickedly : God indeed had giventhem

\

réviving , ‘but they had not ferved God with

© o3 o’ joyfulnefle and gladnéfle of hearc, and there-

Y N iy H .

~ ‘v ve . fore God made them fervants in other Lands |,
PN 0N L o therefore thow are juft in all that is come upon us.

C N \~.‘. "Iwilltherefire beare-the wrath of the Lord , becasfe”

- "I bawe finned againft him, Micah 4.9, I have done
N 2 faelifbly, but T will offend nomore , Job 34.31,32.
NS Teach thos me , and if | have dowe iniquity ;I will

\,

YN e doe mo more s hee will now refraine from fuch

-wei ¥ 2 -evils-, as wherein God had beene offended ,

- " if_the way wherein I walke bee a way of

. iniquity , let mee fee it, that Imay doe 1{_ no
more. | :

-~ And as it looks at himfelfe as deferving them,

{o needfull for him: Ifmeed be , we arsin heavinefe,

1 Pes.1.6. wenever meet with a croffe butaccor-

ding'to our neceflity , were it not that neceffity

; ' __requires
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;eqmrcs;\;'c?hould fiot be fhifeed from Qséﬁ;!l o

" veffell; we fhould grow unfavoury.

-Secondly, Faith opensoureyes to feeand be-
holdthe #mprofitableme(fe and anquietneffe of out

. hearesinatl afliGions;it is akindly work of faith to /.- af/Z i
difcover to a man hisunprofitablencffeand unqui.;;, , 4%, o/, ¢
ctnefle, how apt he is to murmure, andtobeim-

patiens,and to conteft with Gods providence,and” *™/
to quarrell with inftruments. - And this the heart 7 ™7
fees by faith,ler.31.18. Thou baft corrected me and#% st e
1was as anwmamed Heifer 5 Untamed and wan.srevor e

~‘ton, flinging and throwing here andtheres S0 cwere, e tiv -

Duvid conteffeth the anquictnefle of his hieare,
. Pfal.43.5. Why art thou caft dewne,0 my foule and

- why art thes (o difqnictedwithinme ? Faith expo-

ftulates wich it felt aboutit, and therefore it helps

a man to look up'to heavenfor renewed conver-.

fion,and fo makes us lie mére quietly under Gods
haad then elfe we thould doe. L
- Thirdly, Inand under afliction 5 faith fooksac

itefpies fundry chings in them, which exceeding-

- theaffliGions themfélves that are cat uponus,and :

ly help:a Chriftianin them, For firft thisisthe

nature of feith, it helps a man-to fec all-his affli®i-
ons that befall him, & fruits of Gods love, and that
is.a tranfcdndent -{upernaturall work of - faith,

- wheteig it excebds the conftancy of all Heathens,

and Chriftians too, that want faith ; it lookesat

them as froitsof Gods Fatherly love, Heb.12.6. -

. Whaws thes Loxd ehafiens-be boves 5 he dilpenfeth it

aucofhislove § Rfalit19.7Y: I know that in wery
Juithfulms(fe thow haft afflsied me 5 andfdtlﬁh;r
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the wounds of alover, Prav.23.6. Gbd out of his -
faithfull care towards us to keep vs {weet and fa: -

- voury, and ro preferve.us fpotleffe, and to inable

us to hold forth his glorybefore the fons-of men,

“that he might make his promife good to their in-
ward and outward man. And that faithdoth thus
look at afflitions as the gracious gifts of Gods

AL 77 Jove, reade Phil.1.29. Toyouit is given, not onely

leeloond g beleeve, buv. alfoso fuffer for bis (ake o ‘Faich will

Ha mol-terudifcerne what arich gift it is to fuffer for thename
e oo OF Chrift, when it confiders that God might
e have left usin (:uch a cgfe, as wherein we might
pre ﬁ o haverput the like afflitions upon others's and

to think that we fhould have been inftruments of

afflidtion to others? and now therefore he having

vy 27°C keptusfrom that, and rather done us.this honour,
chavtrioghihat we thould {uffer for him, it hewes youthat it
{orour ##7¢ j5 3 precious gift, wherein he makesa broad diffe-
Yoyrra /o 1ence, notoncly between godly and wicked men,
riancfes Cbutbetweengodly and godly men, Godwill not
oo« ddcadithem by the way of she Rhilsfbims ac Birft, bug
vy om, o afterward whenhe hathled them through many
P other exercifes,they muft come to hard war, be-

/ f" A what an uncomfortable cordition had that been,
.

.o

reds

: ore they fhall, egjoy the promifed Land : yea;
oHhird (whichris wonderfull inthis cafe). faith m-o?fel;r ;
epor < looks at affliien, -as agift of Gedsgrace, and a
| Heo fruit of Gods love, but eventhofe very affliGtions,, *

4 w:é‘é« ‘wherein God is moft. hearily difpleafed. - and:
ip

v frikes withincurable blowss, aodhandles vead 3
ud . — Eca.n.handlss. higeoemys faith fooksavthoiiase

ceiall ground of Godstove s and hireissfaith
T S exceeds

———

e
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exceeds it fclfe: reade for this puspofe, ler.30.13.
20 17, the words-are very waighty, Thy bruife &
incuyablesby.wound is gricvous ghere is none to pled
thy.canfe, thas thogmighteft be boundup, #ll thy lo,
virs have for(aken thee: And you would thiak this
were afearfull cale s Tea, why crieft thew, ( faith
God)auteme ? as if it were abootlefle thing in

fuchacafe y bus readepn.wer, 16,19, Thesefore

they bt dewaure thee, fhall be devoured, andali thy
adver 4;1(;]'5{!1 goe into-Captivity,and Imill reflore
' bealsh untotheeyand bealeshee of thy wennd, besaufe

theycalled i/ue anout-cqft, (aying  This 4s Zion whoss
- noiman [egkesafier.  £oonddec. hege the mighey
power of alive]y faith,inthe lowelt eftate of affli-
- Qion, if faith be flirring and active for the quelti-
on is of a living faith,it looksat affliGions,as a juft
hand of Gogy: and as juftly delerving them yyca

Jwﬂ‘éa%«!
‘wa L gek

/;’— /ﬁ:)'/rc@
A

47
J btzn-/ 7/7/1 G,

though hedeale with s asa-man deales with an, "/~ ™

encmy, ftrikedeadly, when there is no healing
medicine to help thee, yet faith even then fecs
Gad.more offended wih our adverfaries then

wigh. our flvesy as moft commonly, the more .

chutlith the Phyfick is, the more cersaineand fafe,
the cure 3 So ¢hat faithlooks at afflictions as gifes
of Gods grace; cven then when they are the

Fero, rof

wfv’,@k/ ool

wounds of anenemy, and that he will heale with

his ownehand moft gracioufly,by how muchthe
more the ftroke is deadly. :

Secondly, Faith doth likewife fee affiiétions s

commen to.us.with the Lord Lefus Chrift, which is a
- _grouad of, much fupposesweto the foule, Efay
£3.9+ In all pur affliétions be was afflicied, and we

drink
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~ drink of thefame cupthat he drunk of, ‘caraszh.
- 20.23. From whence itcomes to paffe that wee
having this fellowthip with Chrift, and hee with-

" us in our afflictions, this will follow, that onely
our bonds and cords are burmt 4p, and taken away,
thofe very evils are confumed,& we fet at liberey;
thistis the true fruit that {prings from Chrifts fel-
Jowfhip and prefence withus in -our affli@ions.
Thisis fweetly expreffed in the example of Dasi-
e/s Companions, Da».3.24,25,26. Did not wee
caftin three men boand inte the Furriace? but bebold

Sfowre walking inthe middeft of the Farnace, and the
Jorme of she fourth is like theSonme of God ; Andfo -

. there was not any fmell of fire about them.

. “Though generally it be conceived, the a& of fire
was {ufpended for the prefent, yet it was not fo
wholly fufpended,but that it burnt and confumed
their bonds and festers and fhackles 5 This faith on-
ly beholds, that when a man comes to triall there
is noevill befalls him, nothing burnt up but the
droffe and diftemper of ba (onle, all the chaimes of -
darkneffe, all biscarnall feares and doubts and anrs-
by pafsions they will fo confume the bonds where-
in we werc formerly intangled,as that we fhall be
fetatliberty,and this by reafon of Chrifts prefence
withus in our affli®ions: this faith oncly {ces,fleth
and blood difcernes it not, but it would ¢ o,
Oh utterly undone, creditand friends, and” Sab-

 baths, and Ordinances loft, why now it is utterly
undone, fo many miferiescome upon me, and ﬁ};
many bleflings of Gedut once confumed, it will
think it an hot burning affliQion, but faith fees

| ‘ ' - that. .




g

= b s -

Thelife of Faith, s

that nothing is confumed but the corruptions of
Gods people, the ftrong chains of darknefle of all
their lufts are confumed, and themfelves fet av
liberty. ‘ ‘
- Thirdly, Faithfees affliions as fasreaines, and
mothers, and increaftrs of grace and glovy: 166 2 3.
10, 1/ball come ont. like gold, more pure,and preci-
ous, and folid, and compact then evier before; the
Son himfcife learned obedience by the thing be fuffe-
- red, Heb.§.8. and 12.11. Itbrings furtf the quitt
Jruit of righeesafneffe; wecan now comg off with
righteous dutiesmore quictly and freely then-ever
before 5 Italfo mortifies fin, and makes us more
folidand pure, fo iralfa increafes our glory, they
are:wothing 10 the glory that [hall be reveated, » Cor.
4.17. they are but for a moment, andthey caufe
1045 4 farre mere exceeding waight: awd crowne of
glory.T account them not worth. the talking'of, imr
compariforrof thegreat reward which' in congla-.
fion they will crowne thehearts of Gods people:
~ with: The?' arebut lightat the werft, and bur
fhore at the lengeft. Now faith beholding: this, it
isnomarvellthough it put life into-usin.our worft
houres. A
Fourthly, In and under affliction, faith looks av

theinfiramenss amdcanfers of it; Faithis a very vi-

Hant grace,. and lookes exaétly onevery hand,
1 Pet.5.8,9. What help doth faith yeeld whenie
efpies.omtheinftruments of ouraflitions ¢ Very
much. Accordingasthe natureand eftates ofthe
perfonsbe. faith worksabout theny. It feesy fomer
~ may doethis out of very.ignorance, shinking they:
doeGodkigoed fervice; and (ail:h prayesfor fucts, 1;&—

o H ther
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ther forgive them, for they know not what they doe,
Liuke 23.34. And fo Stephen prayed in the like

cale, A¢fs 7.60. whentheftones Aew about his

eares and dafht hisbraines out, Yer Father forgive

shem, they know not what they doe s fo that faich
~ breaks not forth iri a paffion, and cries for fire to

confume them from heaven,(though fometime it

doe) but if it fee they doe it of ignorance, faith

would be lotheither himfelfor others fhould lofe
by his afflidtion. Faith that hath had much forgi-

wvenit felfe, it can pray heartily for them that have.

done much mifchiefe to them, conceiving them
to doe it of ignorance. (AR
But in cafe the adverfaries be more malicious,
and know well enough what theydoe, then faith
puts forth a double act aboutthem. L
Firft,iz complaines of them, and fuch complaints
are never in vaine, Pfal.10.13,14,15: ¢ Pfal. 69,
Mapy bitter complaints the good man makes
againft fuch men, but itisin cafe they offendof
maliciouswickednefle. - I
Secondly, Faith will plead its owne innocency
againft all its adverfaries, Pfal.7.3,4. he will ac-
knowledge that he hath done muchevill in Gods
fight butif againft them he hath doneany wrong,
then letthe enemy perfecute him and take him.:

Thus you fee what lively acts faith puts forthun- -

derandinaffliGions. S :
Thirdly,Faith is not without its work when'an:

~ affli@ion is paft,Pful.125.4.And then firft it doth.

pay Godall the vowes andpromifes it hath tfradets:

~ him in affliGtion. It magnifi¢s-the wonderfull:

.. goodnefle of God, that hath Jed bim through five:
C .; : and

<
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and water, and brought him to arefting place, Pfal.
66.10.1013,14,15. Thos 0 God haft proved and tri-

ed ws . Iwill therefore pay thee all my vowes cre,

- He will now burn up all hisgreene and raw lufts,
and confecrate him{clfand his beft endeavours to
the more abundant fervice of the Lord.

Secondly, As faith payes vowes and promifes

~madeinafflition,{o it yeelds unte Ged, mere pure,
andinnecent, and gracious [irvice then ever before
walks before God more folidly and purely, Rew.
7.14,17. Thefe come out ef great tribulations, and
therefore now they are pure, and more innocentand
blamelefle then ever before. ‘

It is firft a dire&ion and inftru@ion to all the fer. 7721.

vants of God in all the afflictions that may befall
them in this world; A4tbat will live godlyin Chrift
Tefus muft fuffer perfecution,drwemnft through many
afflictions enter intethe Kingdome of heaven.  And
therefore it will be a vaine thing for men to think
to efcape fcot-free from afflittions, and yetlivea
godly and an holy lifesit never fell out otherwife,

ut as {ure as thou art {prinkled with the water of
Baptifme, fo {ure thou fhaltbe drenched in affli-
&ion, <M at,20.23. 1fthou belongeftto God, 4e
bath prede(tinasedthee to be lske unto the Image of bis
Son,Rom.8.29. Learne therefore to liveinthy af-
. fliGtions by faith. Thisisthe counfell of the holy
Ghoft here in the texr,and whichthoughT fhould
never {peak word to youmore, would be for ever
- remembred, That a juft man lives in hisafflition

by faiths remember what you have heard,conft-

der youraffliGtions afore-hand, puffe not at your

adverfaries; that is for proud mentodo ; faithfull -

Hh2 men
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men will fay,that whichthey feared is come upon
them. And becaufe God will have bis chile
dren fcoured by very homely inftrumears, a
fairhfull foule defpifeth no credture, but makes
account God may make any creature an inftra-
mentof affliGtionto him ; and though he bee free
fromany diftra@ing fear, yet chatic may look the
winde in the face, he is carefull to hide himfelfe
under the fhadow of Gods wing, and walk in in-

~ nocency of heart and life, that the Prince ofthis

world may finde nothing ia him ; it makes dili-

, %cnt fearch, and approves che heart to God, and

eaves no failing in the fight of God. 146 had dif-

- honoured God fomewhat bymurmuring ad im-

patience, but God therefore fchooles 106, and
brings him downe before him; and then he faith,

- Behold I have finned, and thetefore abkorres bime-
Jelfeindnft and afbes, 16b 42.6,7,8,9. So that you

fee when Gods people have humbled themfelves
before God for their failings, fee then how God
beares witnefle of their integrity, to the face of
theiradverfaries. And fo for lawfull means s faith
cantell s .well how to ufe lawfull meanes to gee
from them, as with paticnce to beare them. Faith
alfo looks at Gods hand fending,moderating,and
delivering us from our affliions. It helps us to
look a¢ our own hearts as deferving and ftanding
in nced of all thefe, and as apt to be unquiet and
unprofitable under them, and looks up unto him
for converting grace, that we may pot be fo. And

i  then faith looks.at the afflictions themlclves, and

Tees God difpenfe them out of his fatherly love to
us, and out of his faithfulnefle that hath ot made

ot
Ry
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us perlecuters of others; let this therfote be never
wanting, and then what ever the affiGioq is, the
iffue will be comfortable. Loak at yonir a%om
as common to you withthe Lord Jefus Chrift, and
know thataothing willbe confumed, but the ftub-
ble of yourowne lofts,and then you will watke st
more liberty:and when £aith is fet aworke,you fal
not into a paffionor rage with your adverfaries,
but if they do it of ignorance, you pray for them,
‘and pity them 5 andif you know they malicioufly
fightagaintt Godand his fervants , youhave juft
cauleto complaine of them , ahd you may plead
your own inhocency againft thé:and whenfoever
God fhall let you ke deliverance, be fure youre-
member all your vowes and promifes you made
toGod,and pay them,and be carefull to-come bets ,
- terout ofafflictionthen you wenting what proud, . .
impaticnt,, and covetons when you wentin, and
come foout? God forbid,defire God rathernever -
to leave you, till you get fome good by the affli-
Qiions you undergoc., | »
- Now if youthus live by faith in your affiQi-
ons, {ec what benefic will come by it. :
- -t Iewill wonderfully quiet your hearts in all
changes. Thoumils keepe him ix perfect peare,whofe
mind % fasedon shee, Efay 26.3. peace peace, all
lands of peace, variety, and conftant,continugg
peace, changes of peace for him, whofe heart is*
ftaied onthee, becasfehe srnfieshinthee.
- 2 It humbles a mans foule, and makes him
take in goed part whacfoeverbefals him from the
hand OfGOd) WNJ 7»’0 '-Lﬂ”"slG-'qu S ‘
L - A » 3Jt’_ :
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- 3. Ttwill gracioufly reforme us, Z#dg.10.5, 6.
. 4 Igwill marvaitoufly inlarge our corfolations,

,. Coungd? all joy whenyou fall inte manifold temptati-

ons, Jam.1.2. faith will bring forth patience, and
that will yeeld you much joy. Leta man tafte of
falt water in the fea,and it wil be brackifh and un-
favoury, but let it be fublimated by the Sun; and
taken up into the Clouds, and then it is fweet and
frefh;fo is itin this cafe,looke at your afflictions as
they run along by the feafhoare of thisworld,take

themasdeferts formy fin', and theyare faltand -

unfavoury ; but by faith looke atthem, ascom:-
ming out of Gods hand inhis fpeciall favour, and
then they wil breed you much joy & confolation.

Itis for confolation and encouragementto the

people of God in ill houres, Learn to get precious
taith:though you be men of great eftates and great
friends,yet you will find afflition fo feazing upon

... you,thatnotwithftanding all this, you will not be

able to beare it, As therefore you would live com-
fortably in ill houres,fo live not alife of fenfe and
reafon, and carnall wifdome,for then you will be
uncomfortable if you want faith, what ever you
have elfe;and therefore get faith,and then ncither

_ your wn nor other mens hearts need to faint,for

the' tribultions that lye upon you, Epbef.3.13.

~ gahenaman hathtaken a due eftimate of afflict-
- ns,as you have heard,he need not faint under nei-

ther his owne nor other mens affiGions. :

; ‘Three things there be which will much trouble
aman in afflition, and faith helpsthem all, -~

- Thefirft is 4 guilty confeience, which will much
- » . ' v famt
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faine the heatt undgr affliGtionk 5 3 ic diflaﬁ&é: N
brethren,Gen 42.21. Now 3ith parifies the bc%-fg S
485 15.9.a0d fo it quiets theheart from tggvill - \
of an accufing confgjence. . " L .
Secondly, darkne(fe is fearefull to a man if he be ‘ ‘
alone,but now faith will not leave a mans foule in R
~darkneffe , it will thew the foule awarrant for its o l

Way,Rem.14.5. and whena man fees the light of
the word warranting him his wayy thenheis not
afraid, a man will be more afraid of fhadows in
the night,then of armed men in the day.Sce there- " ;
fore thelight of the word clearing your way, Pfa.
‘I19.105.and grou will ever find light of canfo/ati-
on, when you find light of funczification.

Athird thingthar difquiets a mans fpirit, isun-
ruly pafsions and lufts, as pride, covetoufnefle e, un-
beleefe, and thelike, they will fret and gall excee-
dingly;and therfore faithto prevent the difquiet-
nefle of “the foule, it will mortifie and abateall a
- mans paffions, and cleanfe him from feares and—"
doubts ; from wrath and impatiency, and from
whatfoever would difquiet us; when we fervenot
our owne ends, but Gods, fecke not our own ho-
nourand pleafure , when thefe things are taken a- ‘
way, then the heart is quiet. So thar fiidwhaking = o,
the heart of 2 man pure, it comfortgRief ip ‘éﬂ‘;‘{- L
changes, that may befall either himlelle o, 00 N U
‘thers, {o that we faint not forthe tribulations tie’ 2
befall our felves or other men, and allchisfrom=~"
the life of faith.,

. . - . : .
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