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THE

CHRIST{ANS
CHARGE,

PRO‘V;; 53: B .
eepe thy beart swith all diligence , (or as !t is
mthe()ngmall - Above: all kté}ungs, keep tlgy'

leart) ﬁr ont of it are the ifJues of lfe.”

' Avmg formcrly fhewed from Zach.
12. 10. and from 475 2.37. how
® wee. might bring onr hearts into a
b A& right frame 5 Now let me fhew you
*>* how wemay keepethemfo. .~ -

. Thcfc wotds are 2 part of the Catechnﬁnc,
. which David taught hts fonne Selomem, when
‘hee was yet tender and yousg, ver. 3.4 of this
Chapter, when in thcttﬁrdvc:{ehcﬁxd;, he was
his Fathers fon, hee meanes, hi$ dearly beloved
~ fon, or darling ;5 he'had many other fons befides
Solomon , but ke his Fathers fon; as if he fhould

- fay, his Fathers darking, and <Movhers joy 3 as if
hee wete the top: and: vigour of theaffeiionsof
theni both 3 And as thty beth.did du:p‘ly &

04 - him,_
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him, fo they both taught him, and led him along'
in his whole courfe, Though fome Divines cut off
the coherence at the tenth verfe, yet indeed the

- whole Chapter is but one inftru&tion. And thus

you fee the cgaﬁgt;f&f:tlga vl(vqg'c!s.é_qﬂr -
- The'worgls divide themR1ves intaitw S. |
Firf; Anexhortdrionto ‘?hé‘kécpigg)?%ur
hearts, and that exhortation amplifted by an Ar-
gument from'the lefle, sbove all keepings, as ifthe
heart muft be kept aboveallkeepings befides.
Secondly, A reafon to perfwade to this work,
taken from & mans life, icis as much as the life is
worth, o p’ . h L i
. Now firft to explaine the words, and then foe
the notes'that ﬁmw-rﬁxf?awha; i{ﬁhcgn; y the
heart. Secondly,"What 1s meane by kéeping it.

nl.
R |

- Thirdly, To whom this duty isdire&ed. And then

what arc the iffues of life, . _
Forthefirft , Bythe heart is here underftood,
not:as fomctimes it is taken; for the mind and
judgement, for they are no fuch faculties , as out
of whichfpring'theiffues of life ; A man lives not
by his knowledge : And therefore by the heart in
this place,is hot meant the mind or underftanding,
no, nor the affe@ions, for a man may havegood
affe&ions, as J¢bs, and Felix, and Hered, and yet
notoné¢of theén livein Gods fight, -
- The heart therefore here fpoken of, is fuch an
heart, as out of which , being well kept, fprings

“life ; evill:things come out of the heare ill kept,
"But agood man ous of the good treafure of bis hears,
brings forsh good things , Mat.12. 34,35, Itis thxﬁ
Co , L A
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will of 2 man, in which his goodnefle lyes, -and
from the will it is communicated to thereft of the
faculties 3 ifthe will be good, then is the under-
ftanding good, Pfal. 11 1.8k thenis the confcience
good , the affeCtions and {peeches good ; - the
workes of our hands, and the words of our
mouths, come allfrom a well kept hearr, thatisa

- good will. R

Now what heartis this,whether good or eville
Itake it, he fpeakes of a good hearr, becaufe firft,
he {peakes of fuch an heart , as out of which are
;hc iffues of life, andchat muft needs bee a good

Secondly; Becaufe Itakethefe words, as{po-
ken to Selomen , and hee was one ofa good hear,
from his tender yeares, 2 Sam.13.24,25. Sothat
this being fpoken to Solemen, 'tis figne that even
a %ood heart s to be kept, even the will ofaman

- when it is regenerate and gracious. .

. 2. Whatis meant by keeping 2 In the Origi-
nallivis,  Aabove all keepings, keepthy heart s but
the word tranflated keeping, fignifies two things
ufually in Scripture phrafe ; fometimesit fignifies -
keeping athing in cuftedy., as it were i prifon,
fo.the word is taken, Gem.40.3. and thathathre, °
ference to an evill hearr; keepe it as it were in pri-
fon, accordingto that , Heb. 3. 12. Take heed left
thexebein any of you an wiﬂgeart-of wnbeliefe | 10
depart from theliving God; asif a prifonerbe reas
dy to breake loofe, you will caufe the Keeperto
looke welkto him 5 fo looke well to thy heart;
hold it in durance, or elfe it will dective thee; l)xm

5 - ‘ “thus
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. hearts.

thus far it may have reference to-a good heare,
A man had need confinethe evill of 2 good hiearr,
and not to fuffer it to breakeout,otherwife itwill,
and fo fhall 2 man keepe himfelfe upright, Pfal.
18.23. - ' :
- fBut3 2. fomtimes it fignifies the watch & charge
a man hathover the holy things.of the San&uary,
Eztk. 44.8,16. it isthe fame word that is here
ufed; and you may take them both; Keepe an
cvill heart as a prifoner, and fo you fhall mortifie

. ity Keepe agood heartholy and pure, and cleane,

evenas a San&tuary, for the holy Spirit of God ro
dwell in; Y ou will keepe a prifoner,but keep your
heatts above a prifoner ; You-will keépe your
gardens , but keep your hearts above your gar:

~ dens; You willkeep gour. Vincyards,Efay 27.1,2.

but keep the heart all keepings ; keep your
heart algowc your life: Itis anill lx::%t life, }:hyzt is
kept with the loffe of the hearr.

Thirdly, 'To whom is this exhortation dire-
&ed 2 Itts fpoken to Selsmen , and he confidered
not onely asa good man, butas a young tman,
fo thatthis is confiderable in this cafe ; Here is
counfell given to young men, andthofe whom
welove beft, though glever fo deare to us, this is
the beft counfell wee can give them, Keepe'your

Fourthly, What is that which he faith ¢ For

thereows are the iffues of life 5 Tris asmuch as ifhe

fhould fay, For out of an heart well kept , ‘doth
fpring and iffue owt fach ftreames . of

t oughts,and’good,aﬂ't&ions;andconwrfatxonsé
P | ~+  and
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- and eonferences; as expreffc thelife of grace,and
prepare for the lifeof glory. Thus you fee the
meaning of the words. ¥ou fecthen Soloman here

: of agood heart, of anheart giverup to
God, and fer ina good frame : whenee obierve
this Note. ~ : -

When o wanhath given uphabwm God, and Dedirine.

it &5 fet ite & gond frome it ii thew the beft amd:
mécﬁww%abu;rﬁw keepitfi. mﬁ
“Forkisto am hearrfet ina good frame, that

shischarge is heve given, Above all keepings,keep

this; Itis the greaceft bufineffe i the world , no
fuch keeping vo bee expreft in the leeping of 3
 pmanscftate, overedir, or treafure, or prifoner, or
Yifeitfelfe. Fhis worke of heeping the heart, is 2
buller worke; thenany inthe workd s Haft thoua
fhop:, oran houfe, or aplace, orafan&uaryto-
keepe ¢ why, yet above all thefe keepings, keepe
thy heart, and keepeic moft carefully when e isin
a good framé. Now Solemon, now that God hath
givenyou wildome, and. you arenow beloved of -
God and man, when your' way.is paved with the
hleffingsof God , and his mercies compafle you
~ about, now looke that youkeep your heare.
Fortheopening of thigpoiat 3 Firft, fee the

Resfonssand then Sceondly, whercinthis keeping

. ofthe heart ftands. - ~
. Takenfrom the deceitfulne(fo of our-hewrss, it is
decrisull absve all things , and dvfferasely wicked,
Jer.17.9,10. No prifoner fo flippery, nochap-
man fo cunning:and ableto deceive us, asamans
heartis; And though that be fpoken of a’c;mait
) cart," N

Reaf 1. .



204" The Chriftians charge.
heart, yet though the heart bee regenerate and
fan&ified by the Spirit of grace , yetit hath ftl
“init atang ofits old haunts ; wee fhall taft of the
. ~ old man, till death {eparate us,and therefore even
David,a man after Gods owne heart, yet he-had
anheart, thatcould tell how to infnare him with
~“his neighbours Wife, and afterwards to plotto
Soirmons CoVerhis fin, whichfhewsyou , thatthere isno-
“r727  thing fo deceitfull as the heartits and thercfore
even Dawvid had caufeto fpeakethis,out of the ex~
perience he had of his owne uncleane and deceit-
?:ll___hcatt;hc that had received a better heart,then
yet had Solomen, and yet fecing it fobad , he had
good reafon to give Solomon this charge , Above
all keepings,keepe thy heart. 'This deceicfulnefle
of mans heart is mentioned, Ier.5.22,23,24. This
people hath a revolting and a rebellious heare,
they are revolted and gonc; Though you might
- thinke the fands would foone be fretted through
by the boyfterous waves , yet God by his word
hath madethe fand a perpetuall Bulwarke againft
the fea, that it cannot prevaile againft it; butthe
heart of man is more unruly then the great
~fea, and more jllimitable then the fea, Hofes
11,7.Their heart is bent to backflidings,therefore
they ought diligently to look to their foules, Dewt.
4.9.which fhewes you, we arcapttolofe all that
good God hath wrought for us 5 we can tell how
toflip from anderthe power of Gods grace to
_ followourowne foolifhoefle, o
Reaf. 2. From the decedsfulneffe of finne , which will
foone get within uss fee your hearts be.not un- |
. believing, ;

\.o
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. l::eli_eving, H¢b.3.12. Sin is deceitfull, and it eafily
-befersus, Heb.12,1. It.gets.within us at every -
- hand, and thereupon: we are ready to take fonte

contentmerit init. . ;.. .. . o
* - Taken from the daylie warre which we are cal-
~led forth unto, no day ; but God cals usto-warre
-with fome croffe , orfome temptation or other 5

now this was a ftrait charge God: gave unto his

people, Dewt.32.9. Take heed shere bee no wicked

“thing found in thee, swhen thougoeft sus towarve be- -

caufe,if there were but one  d chan found among
them , - it wére. enough ro ‘difcomfir.an whole

~—

Resf: 3.

“hoaft; Take heed thereforethere be novevill thing ~ |

found in us-, for out of a well keprheart, fprings

our prefervation.

o call upon hisiname, and¢o heare his word,and
~ nothing fomuch hindersus, from finding Godin

. ;Taken from th‘c’;épproséh ‘thaft}‘;lé arc dayly Rta/f 4.
- -making-towstds God, weare to refort unto God

anOrdinance . as an unkept heat, Pfal. 66,18, -

which fhews you, that if therebee any evill ina
smats heart)it difappoints him of all the hopes and

. fruitsof his'ptayers. . So when we come to heare

-the-word, it God fee 4ny Idollin ~our heart, he
awill anfwer us according to that, Idel; wee fhall
finde fomething in thar' Ordinange, to feed and
neurifh thatcortuptioninus. = > Voo

- And that is efpecially’inténdéd in the texts reaf: 5.

“itis taken from the grear command , which the
-heart-bath over the whole'man; Keepe the heart
well and youkeepe:allinagood frame : all the
- doths

fenfesbehold ot an obje fo much as the heart
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doths Set before a man any pleafant profpec,and,

. if his mind be on anotherthing,all bis fenfes take
nq notice ofit; if the heart be not takenup witha -

thing; the eye minds it not; prefent the care with
any {weet melodious found, and it heares and
minds it not, becaufe the heart was otherwife

“taken up ; but upon whatfoever the heartis fet,to

thatthe eye lookes, andthe eareattends, every.

thinga@s towards it ,. all goes- freely thas way,

the mind, the judgement , the invention, the af-
fe@ion, and what ever a man hath , it all works

that way,and therefore it is well faid, owt of it are- |

thei(fues of bifes if yow have the whole man,and
not the heart,: you havebuta dead man , get the
heart and you have all ; as they f{ay in nature, the

_ heattis Primum vivens, ¢ sitimum morviens, It is

the firft chat lives, and the laft that dicssaccording
tothe temper of thie heart, fuch-is the cemper of
the whole min y if the heart be.good, thoughthe

“affe@ions.fhould be difardcred, and the eyes wan.
ton, ifthe will beright, allissight s 1£7dee that

which Iwenldnet, it axomore I that doeis, bt fim -
thatdwels inme, Rom.7.30. If my heart befor
God, it isnot I that fin : If there be a Covenant
made betweent two States, as fuppofe betweene
France and England,if the Princes of both States
keepe Covenant, it isnot fome lawlefle fubje&

~ or Pirat on eitherfide that breaks the League, fo
“-long as the Princes doe their beft endeavours to

punith itfo is it intheLéagne made beeweenGod

- and my heartitispotany difordeied sffe@ionthat
~ breaks the league,but thq fin that dwels within as:

Now
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. Now wherein ftands this keeping of the heart,

. or'whatis it¢ There be thrc? things implied in it.- .

- Firft, that wec keepe our heartscleane; Godis =

truly good to them: that are of a cleane heart,
Pfal.73.1. Pfal.18.23. I kept my felfe from mine

iniquity s wee muft keepe our felves from finfull

defilements s O lerufalews wafb thy heart from thy
ﬁkbigtﬁ,)g:uq..q. Keepethy heast from old ‘anbcji

new iniquitics, Pfal.4.16. I
Secondly, we rhuft keepe our hearts prepared

or fixed,the word fignifies both, Pfal.57.7.that is,
we muft have our hearts fraught with all good
thiz% fixed and fet upon God, our hearts muft
not bee like the heart of a wicked man, little

warth, Prov.10.20. But al;:?e hearts of worth
within you, 1méeanc prepared fortheprefence of

- the Lord,as the Chutch faith, Cant,7.13. Inowr:
gates is all manner of pleafant fruits ; The gates-
ofa Commanwealth, are the gates of Judicature,

butthegates of a Chriftianis his heart, Pfal.a .'r
Sothat when the Church faith, onr gates are }u I

fhe meancs, thereare no graces of God , but fhe:

hath ftored her heart therewith , -faith, and love,

and humility, and whatever-grace elfe, /owoe 43 -
- Thirdly, to keepthe heart,implies,to keep the

hedrtin gasd order, that is, cver to have right ends, -

to ufe night meanes to attain thofe ends,to have s

» ht meafure and degree of every thingy We may
' irxigccd.fet onr hmt:%n the bleflings gf’ this life,

yet fo, as therein we doe Gods will, builduphis - -

ingdome, honour the name of his grace, other-

wilc it rill not be lawfull for us to fet our hearts-

“upon

- AT 5 b
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upon them, no not upon lawfull things, Pfal.
61.10. meaning not principally, -for if youfet
your hearts on things for themfeives ; you will

lofe your: hearts;and the ‘comfort ‘of them to-:

gethcr.\ A .

Itis firft.a juft reproofe to many a foule ; that-
is more watchfull in-keeping any blkfling in the:
world then theis ownchearez , - and. {0‘astrabfs>
greflor: of this gracious exhortation of the holy:
Ghoft; You have many men that can tell how to
keepe their purfes, their credits, and eftates ,-and
itis commendable ; there are men.that can:tell-
how to keep their friends, others can tell how-to-

keepe good tables, good fervants, and good hor--
{es, butdid we know how to keepe all thefe apd-

not our hearts, -wee fhall fall fhort of this charge’
hére givenus; you.had beuerlofe: your purfes,:

‘your friends, yea which is more, your lives, then

your hearts 5 it is buta poore thing, tabe skilfull
in keeping all thefe, and to bungle at keeping the

. heart,which ftands moft need of beft keeping 5 It

was aword that «444b fometimes. fpake: againft -
himfelfe, 1 King.20.39. A man broughta man-
unto me and faid, Keepe this man, if he be mif-:
fing-, thy lifefhall goefor his life: and asthy fer- °

- vant was bufic here and there, the manwasigofe. |

Why, faith the King, fo fhail thy judgeient be:--
Truly God hath put this charge upon us all; God-
hath given thee thy heartto keepe, and:hath bid
thee; Above all keepings  to. lockewtibnnt it;-
upon the keeping whereof depends thylife, and:
without it nothing but death; andif we. fhallnoiv.
CL come
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come and fay to God, whilft wee had this and
thatbufinefle todo, (as they faid Luke '14.) our
~ heartsare loft and gone 5 then call in any rather - L
then thofe, whg for the comforts of this life,have 7 ¢, o ot/ moed —
lofttheir hearts.I donot know what menare more ,,, Zon, 720
carelefs of then of keeping their hearts, Moft will WA Y/
" teach their children to keep any thing ratherthen 4006/l o /7@:;
their hearts ; you willbid them keep their books, #.7 #7... ,ivs
keep their learning, keep their hats, gloves, and ,,_ ,—
points, and Iblameit notinyou; butlprayyou
" confider, Do not you think,that the very pinsand
“points of your children will not one dayrifeup in
judgement againft you, when yon fo carefully .
_ teachthem howtokeepthefe, and not atall how
" tokeeptheir hearts, for want of which, they are
expofedto the ruine & deftru@ion of their fouls, ¢
. And inthis particular, I cannot excufe Gods own
fervants; wgqncc come (think you) our manifold - °
- complaints inthis kind?I now fpeak tothem,that
know what itisto havethe heart ina good frame:
Though the heart be now in a good frame , ere
long they will complaine,and confeffe their heart
isloft ina day or twots bufinefle, fo as, when that
they fhould come to the Ordinances againe,inthe
midft of the week, orthatday feven night, their
heartsare gone, and they know not in the world -
- whereto have them;whence is that we complain, -
Nobody hath fuch dead and cold, heavy,and un-
profitable an heartasI have s Why, doth it not
_ come from hence;we have been negligent to keep
our hearts?have you keptyour friends,and purfes,
and eftates,and every thill;g from lofing, and only
o your
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have loft nothing but our hearts this weeke ¢ that
which efpecially fhould have been kept, is the
only thing we haveloft, all is well, faveonly the
heart, and that is loft, and what a thame is this #
and this only through want of diligence; what 2
poorecafe was David in, Pl.51.10, Rewew & 7ighs
firit withinme; Time was when God had faid of
im, that he was «man after his own heart, 1 Sam.
13.14. He had an heart that was carefull and
watchfull, but now his heart is loft; Pavid could
tell how his heart had given him the flip,his heart

was foon gone after his luft, before he was aware,

and fo far,that when he thould feek it up again, it
is loft, and had not Nathas helped him, it maybe
he had never foundit ; not that his grace was, or

- could be wholly loft for ever ; in hisworft , there

was fomething of the holy Spirit of grace in him;
but it was fo far loft,as he intreatsthe Lord not 70
peeceit, "butsocreate anew andrvighs [bivis withis
himzhehad been muchdefiled,and now he defires
arew fpirit; though he had done very wickedly,

* yethe was fenfeleffe and hard hearted, and there-

fore is it not a thame to Gods people,that we can
tell how foeafily to lofe our hearts, thar unleffe™
God extraordinarily help us togather them up a-
aine, we fthould dic dead hearted ¢ and theretore
et it caft a juft reproofe upon us, in that we have
kept everything better then our hearts ; we have:
lived it may be 20.30. or 40. yeares,and have noe
loft one friend , nor loft any thing that could be
faved by keeping , oncly our hearts we have loll:'(i 4
: and’

f oy )




-~ ew o m =2 & ]

=2. 5=

\

e e e e = R
« o !& :
. .

: "1778, Cbt'ﬂmm charge.

an

and many times wee know not how, ;

Let it therefareteach us all, to fet home this . 7 2.

charge uponour hearts, and upon-all with whom
we have occafion to deale. There are many good
leffons in this Chapter, but above all leatne thisy
it would not be loft labour to teachyour children
tolearnc fuch a Chapter ; but learne firft to keep

“your owne hearts; you have beene taught , that

no member you have is fo deceitfull as the heart,
it willfooneft give you the flip, it is bent to back-
fliding, you ha§ nced keep yourhearts clegne, that
God might preferve you inall your temptations,

~ youwil then profit by any Ordinance you partake
in, and thetefore let it be carefully kept. “And for

a Motive, if you fhall thus doe, it will honiour yeu
before God and man,and by keepinig your hearts,
youwill find favour in the eyes of fuch friends
whom youfeared, by fodoing, you fhould have
loft; Firft, God will put hosiour upon you, 1 5.
13.14.and man will put honour vpon thee, Prov,
23.17. the King fhall be thy friend 3 2 man fhall

never want great friends that: keeps his heart gﬂ; .
in

and undefiled,an uhbeeleving heart isapt tot

_ the more pure heis,themore danger e is in; but

though great men fhould bee difpleafed, yet it
would be no fmall help to my fpirituall eftate,
their ‘checks and frownes would doe us much
good. Buthow fhall this be done ¢ Firft, truft not

in your own keeping of your hearts, Prsv.28. 26. -

In the feare of God therefore refigne up your
hearts Mto Gods hands, be fenfible of yourowne
infufficiency tokeep them, 2 Cor.3.5. and 2 Tim,

- P2 . Las.
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“ 1.2. fo Inde 24. Commend your hearts to God

in prayer, and truft him with all your affaires,

- Phil. 4.7. Allow not your felves.in the out com-

ming of any unfubje&ed thoughts, check your
felves for unnurtured affeGions 5 there is not a
vaine thought' paffeth without a chcck but it
makes a rifle in our hearts, o6 31.1. Thc Courts

" of the Lord are exceeding broad, there is liberty

enoughin Gods wayesto do wcll but not to doe

evill,

| Agamc, be carefull to treafure up thofe graces

 to which God hath made promife of kcepmg the

heart.
" The firltis faith, that purifieth-the hcart, Alks

15. 9. Faith ever hath the word for its warrant,
Pfal. 19.9.and alfo wil derive all its daily &tcngth
from Chrift, Efay 40. 2. »it,

“The fecond is the feareof the Lord Pro.16.6.
When a mans heart is kept in the holy fcatc of ‘

God, it preferves him fromevill,
Laﬁly, if this be done in love, it will kccpe aﬂ
theaffetions andgraces of the Spiritingood or-

der, and youfhould labourto keep themalive, fo -
fhall you keep ysur heattsas thcy fhould be. :

Lt
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" PROV. 4. 23. o

. I(eept tlgy be;ﬂ with all diligence ; (or s itis
in the Originall , dbove all keepings, keep thy

| heart) for ont of it are the iffues of life.

@k E E now come to fpeak of the reaflon

-of this charge, Foroutof it arethe

i{fies of life 5 whence obferve: ,,

‘ - Thas the boars kept in 4 g00d frame, Dodlrine,
7 keepes lifeimall our performances, -

- Whenthe hears iskeptabove all keepings,then

outof it are theiflues oflife, otherwife, outdfan

heart ill kept, are the iffues of death ; but bein

- well kept, whatever proceeds from us, whether it

be thoughts of the minde, or affe@ions of the -
heart, or words of our lips, or wayes of our whole

~ man, they arc all lively and {pirituall.”  Out of it

are the iffues: a borrowed .fpeech of the iffues
that low from fountaines; from fountaines well
kept, flow ftreames of wholfome, cleare, and
fweet water's fo the heare, it being the fountaine
of our thonghts, and words, and waies, out of it
well kept,. flowes forth fuch things as have lifein
them ; itis meant of fpirituall life, Prov. 13. 28.
Intheway of righteoufneffe is life , and in the path
way thereofthere ismodeash; thatis, nodeading of

prefent grace,nor deftru@ion hereafeer, Pro.14.12

P3 There
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There is a way of fin that feemes good toaman,
but the iffues thereof are déath; buton the con
trary , when 2 man keeps his heartina gracious
frame , whatever comes fromhim islively, ifa
word , or ;nbaffc'&lzong 't‘l;gtrc t:';i:{fc Pin ity the
thoughtsof the rightedusare right,: Prav. 12.5.
Amishmhsnthe heastis right ,;forche heare
~ denominates the . whole man , Prev.11.23., The
defire of the tigliteousis onely good:this affection
carries an-end all thereft, for as a man defiresto
be, fohe s, there is nothing but good iharighte-

‘ours:mans defire;it is good to all, onely f wdy and.
asis thetree, fuch is the fruit, as is the heart, fuch.

. are the iffues thereof, M ar.12.34. Sce what ok

Saviour faith, . hee that ponders ouy hedrts,” and
waighes, as in aballance, how canryou,{theanihg,
havingevill hearts) takethebeft words that'aéar= \
nall hieart can utter; and they are vanity ; théy al-
waies want righteous and right rules, and right
circumftances, fortime and place,what ever they
wartelfe, but fure they wane life, the heartis
- dead : 1o that our Saviour makes ita point of im-
poffibilitie, that aiman fhould come out witha
good word, that hathanill heart ; there is no life .
inhis words, if no life in his heart; and fo for a&i-
ons, HMat. 12.35: A good mant,ourof the good trea-
Jusre of his hears bringes forth geid things ; the word
inthe Originallis z«gimes - cafts forth, or bubbles
up, good things come from the good heart that
lyes within, and allthe good thoughts, and affe-
&ions, and duties chat come from him are good,
becaufe the heart is good , and that- makes all
. D : good; .

-
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good 3 ifhe oe about any duty, there s lifeinic

more or lefle,there is a treafure of goodnefs there,
& from thence fteams out many goodthings;as if
‘you walke ina'garden well ftored with {fweet and
" fragraot flowers, all the favour that comes from
-them is fweet‘and favoury, itis ftored withfieet
.and odoriferous flowers , and therefore ¥ivcs a
- fragrant fent., butifthe garden be frot well kept,
buthere and therelyes an unfavoury dunghill out
-of that garden fo ill kept, iffues out loathfome
.and unfayory ftenches 5 an evill man hathan evill
treafure in Lis heare,a treafure of pride,prophane-
nefle, covetoulnefle, and evill treafures of wrath,
.and they heaped up againft the day of wrath, and
fuch-a treafure in the heart, caufeth it to fteame
-Forthloathfome & unfavoury a&iens, affe@ions,
and fpeeches;but bleffed are fuch as keepe 2 good
_treafure withinthem , Thesr hearts fhall live for

ever, Pfal.a2.26. Hebeing defirous to live fuch a
-~ life,as in which he might live for ever;hecarneft-

- -lyintreats God, that he would fet his héart right,

and then his ‘wayes would be wayes of cternity;

Pfal. 139. 23, 24. thatis, purge my heart from
- droffe, as a man .would prove and try gold in the
fire, refine it and make it pure mettle , now doe
thus with my heart Lord, ‘as if he thould fa}y > A
-man fhall never walke in a conftant way of eter-

nity, unleffe ih a good meafure his heartbe clean-

fed from a way of fin. It is a ftrange fpeech, that
in Pfsl.66.18. If 1regard iniqnity in my heart, the
Lord will notheare my prayer, dré. From whence
‘hefhewes you that cleanneffc of heart kept life
o P 4 in
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in-his prayers If wee keep our-hearts cleanc,
they will keep-our performances lively, if in his

heart he had hadany affe@ionor inclination to

any wickedneffe, therl God would not have heard
-his prayer, but he rcgarding no iniquity in his
-heare, that put life inh

_prayes invain 3 and as muchis held forth in Pfal.

is prayer, fo as he never

19,13,14,15. Let but the heart bekept clean,that
in his heart he doth not clofe with any wicked-
‘nefle;and defiresto be kept clean even from fecret

~ faults.3 then fhall thewords of bis mouth, andihe>

thenghts of his beart bee acceptable imthe fighs o
Godf thcf'cr will ever be life in"}uch a mansféorg
and words 3 when is 2 man’ fit to have hisdeftres
granted him, but when his heartis eleanc ¢ and -
when he hath expreft to God his defire that he
might be cleanfed, andthat notonely from great
an§ fcandaloys crimes, but from fecret fanlts,then
God is wont to fhew himfclfe ftrong with a clean
hearr, 2 Chron.16.9. . o
The Rede¢emed of the Lord finde favour, for

- asthey are redcemed from thebondage of fin, fo

the?v are now acceptable in the fight of God, as
children are acceptable to their Parents, when
they fpeak with judgement and underftanding 3
when we allownot our {clvesin pride,and are not
given upto worldlinefle,when we defire tobe fto-
red withthe treafures ofgrace, and they are trea-
{ured up in usasif it wereknots of hearbs in a gar-
den, being thus furnithed with evetry grace; all
thatiffues from it are i(fues of life. And befides;the
heart being thas kept cleane, it keeps fwc;it a;ld

4 : vely




. - him, Heb.11.6.

The Chyiftians chorge.

iy

‘Tively in us, thofe foure-radicall graces we fpake
“of before; and from them fpring the iffues of

Firft for faith 3 Thejuft man lives by his faith,

' Hab.2.4. Gal.2.30. forthat if faith be the root of
-our thoughts, and words; thatis to fay, if we look
at the word,for the rule of our words and actions,

‘and depend on Chrift for ftrength of our perfor-
mances, and ayme at the glory of God,if by faith

‘we have principilly refpe unto thefe 5 this ‘puts
- life intoall our performances : it is thenature of
faith to beleeve,that God is; and diligently to feck

This farre cxceeds the moft li\}éiy andhcxdi-'

call performancesof the beft of the Heathenisthat . -

~ever was ; Wwhat ever they did; i: was from the
. ftrength of their own parts; and notfrom Chrift,

-and fo notfrom the rules of the word ;.but the

-Laws of their own Nations,and the commen ap-
-plaufeof men. Brwtse {lew his two fons out of
-Jove to his Country,becaufe they confpired TFrea-
fon againft the State 5 and whence wasit 2 why,
Vicit amor Patria landumg, immenfa cupido, That

-he mightride onthe wings of Fame; But thefe
-are not-living actions, haveng lifein'them, be-

. caufe they wan faith in.the bottome. - ‘
..~ And fo,fecondly, for the fear ofthe Lord; Pre.
- 14427, itis called the Fountainof life;if a man
walkin Gods feare, heiskeptin an holy frame,
:Jer.33.40. He that feares God walks humbly,
"and humility’ hath the ptomife of living grace to
‘be conveyed into all our altions ; God will revive

the. -
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“the irit of the humble,Efby 5715, Andwilllogke

20 bim, E[4y 66.3..This puts life and fweet favour
in our prayers and conferences, and in every thing
aedoe e AT T

% ;And fo for patieace, that poffefidthour {oules
Anlife; Zike 31,19, and fopatience makestis pet-

. fe@, Zames 1.4. there will be no complaining

(a)lfi the want of any thing, but patience will helpe
“"And fo forthelove of God: Thongh Idid

__much, and net in love, ‘it would be profitable

for nothing, 1 Cor.r3.1,3,3. Loveto Godand
man keeps our heartsand carriage towards them

Reaf. 1. ° ‘Takenfrom the miixture of graccs and corrup-

tionin every mans heart,'and the ftrong power
corruption hathto deaden grace ; it will deaden

- our livelieft performances, in cafe the heart be

not well kept,and fo kept under,that grace may be
kept lively. This is to keep the heart well : ‘To
“keep under thofe cotruptions that abound in our
hearts, tokeep them {ubdued,and as much as inus
lies mortified ; and fo willthe ftrength of them
be broken : And withall to keep in exercife the
graces of the fpirit ; if we doe not keepthe heart
well, then the corruptions of our hearts, which
are elder then thegraces of Godin us, andthere-
fore more fubtle and ftrong thengrace is, in re-
gard of the body of them 3 it will come to paffe,
that the waight of corruption. will. prefle downe
the life of grace in us, Idoe not fay kill it, but dull

- and'dead it 5-for though grace be cternall, yet i¢

may
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as you.may truly fay; yourheart is. dead within
you, Rem.8.13. If you walk after the flefb,you fhall
die ; Tou to whom there is no condemnation,
wer.1. yetif yowwalk afterthe flefh,ym fhall die 5
that is, Yout beft graces & works will bebut dead;

but if by the {pirit, you mortifie your corruptions,

you fhall live in grace and in every duty; you per-
formeto God and man. ' So that from .an heart
well kept ;. fpring the iffues. of life, becaufe-it
keéeps uader cortuption; forcorruption nplobdued

‘will ¢choake grace muchi s’ worldly cares, fenfuall
“lufts, proud affections, thefe either not being efpis

ed, or winked at, will dull the fiwecteft gracesin
any fpirit; but if a-man by the fpirit mortifie
thefe, thea all out performances -wonld be fruit-

~ full, .our buyings: and fclli?s Jovely-, (it would

not relith'of oppreffion and'deccit:  Keep we the
bedsof graces well and cleane, and ourwholelife
and converfation will be fweetand favoury. Bur
Af we fuffer a fpirits of pride, or worldlinefle, or

emulatpninus,or if we bring them'netlower,and
take care toweed and root.them out, ourwalkes -

will be unfavoury, and eur beftduties yeeld us
dictle,ornocomfort. - - . - ix

- Taken fmm&hd;pmporﬁéﬂ which is Bet,_wccn Reaf 3.

agood heart, and fpirituall life, as.is between the
‘bodily Heart, and natisraltlife:; If thebodily heart
be kept free from fuch kind of malignant vapours
s caufe loathing and fivounding, and be well fta-
red with vitall {pirits ;. then: thereis life enough in

the body.: fo isitwith 2 good: heart in segard of

fpiricuall - ‘

gt o o paeen m [
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{pirienall life. The good will of a man, if that bee
tkept free from' malignant vapoprs ‘of noyfome
‘corruptions, and the graces of Gods Spirit thrive
in us, all will be kept tna lively frame; an honeft
heart will not care by what- meanes it weeds.out:
its corruption; that they do not nefthe in the heare, .
4nd then the wholeman will be favoury. It is a
notable fpeech,thatin Prov.23.7. dsa menthinks
o1 bis bears, {0 s he , as the mans heart is, fo is the.
man;if the defire of the foul betowardsGod,why -
as he thinks in his heart,{o is he;sthere is life in the
whole man.if there be life in theheart. Rebobo:did *
evill in the fight of the Lord, becaufe beprepared
‘ot his heart to fecke Ged, 3 Chron.11.14. the en-
deavour of his heart wasnot that way : 2 Chrew.
25.2,16. Amaziab did that which was good in the
fight of the Lord, but nos wish & perfes# hears, and
therefore the Lord determined to deftray him,:
ver.16.Many good things4e did, publique Ido- -
latry he allowed not ; yet when he came ¢to try-
all, wanting a perfe@ heart, the Lotd therefore

- threatned to deftroy him : Let amandoe dever fo

many§ od a&ions, andtake the Summa totalis
of itall, and wantin% a ferfc& hearr, it will all be
evillin the fight of the Lord 3 and whilca manfo
continues,he may know that the Lord hath deter~
mined to deftroy him. -~ . - e
And let another man ‘doe many things very

.. weakly,and yet hath fome ¢are of his heart; God
- knowes how to pardonit; Though _4f& had

many failings, 2 Chron.15.17. yet bis [pirit was

@pright with God 4B bis dayes, and that covered a

multi-
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The Chriftians thayge. o

multitude of failings thatelfe were in him,

.- From the good pleafurethat God takesin Pt'h‘,e,

‘heartabove all thereft of the faculties of foule
“and body; 1 Ghren.29.17. Tknow thou haft plea-
fure in uprightneffe ; famous is that, 2 Cor. 8.12.
If there be firft a willing mind, it s accepted;and he
fpeakes upon occafion of giving almes, ifaman
have a willing mind to give, though hee havebut-
little ro give, yet it is accepted, and if they had it,
‘they would performeit. That there is a willing
-mind, that is Gods worke, but that there wants a
larger hand, that is Gods providence; if itbe but
two Mites which make a farthing,yet being with

- awilling mind,itis accepted. Suppofea man haye

a willing minde , to pray inthe power of Gods

Spirit, to confer fruitfully , &c. that hee might
build up his foule in hisholy faith, now all that
comes from him is a lively fruit of grace, bee it
otherwife never fo wegke, Pal.103.14. God knows
whereofwe are made , ke remembers we are but duff,
he knows we have many impedimentsto wraftle
with;Row, if he fee we doe what we can.to make

riddance of our worke , and meane while looke

well to what we have , God- accepts fuch a wil-
ling mind; fothat the keeping of the heart well,
breeds Gods accprance, and bss favour s betser
then life, P[.63.3. Pfal.7.4. & 80.4. Asthe heat of

~the Sunine is the life of the world,; fo the gracious

+ fhining of Gods favour upon our hearts puts Jife

-into all that we doe.. : o
To teach us what to judge of the fruite of 777 1.

a0 ill kept heart , thé iffues of it, what they

- are.

221
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are, you heare : if theheart bee well kepe, it will

.keepe life in all our performances 5 but what
‘iftheheart be ill kept ¢ Then the iffues of it are

the iffues of death,deadthoughts,dead affe&ions,
deada&ions, all dead that fuch a man doth 5 the
heart of fuch amanis like the Fieldef the fluggard,
Prov.24.30,31. all overgrowne with bryers and-
thornes ; fo take a furvey of amans {peeches and
actions whofe heart isnaturall, and his heart hee
keeps not, what may you-fay of him ¢ His beft
graces are but dead, a dead heart brings forth
flothfull defires and works , good thoughts hee
may have toturneto God, good fpeeches on his-
fickbed s if God would butreftore him, what a
man would he be 2 ' Well, God reftores him, but
hecis as badas ever, it was a dead heart from
whenceit fprung ; if the beartbe dead how can
the band be butwithered? Well therefore doththe.
Apoftle call fuch, desd works, Heb.g.14. the con.
fdence muft bepsrged from dead works, if we in-
tend to ferve the living God , thisis areafonable

fervice of God ; all fuch workes of nature are

dead works ; the moft heroicall works of the beft
Heathen, driftides, Fabricius,and Socrates, all
were but dead works,theywanted a fpirit of living
grace, withoutthefeare of God; wanted lowe of
God, and patience under his hand ; what ever
good things they did, yetthey were not done
witha perfe@ heart, and God will deftroy them

all; all fuch mens beft duties, they are but fo

« many dead works , becanfe the hreart is dead, all

for want of fisft having a willing mind: buit lc'é os
_— , it
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firft give God our hearts, Prov. 23.26.andthen
what ever we doe will be pleafing in his fighe, this
then-would be a living Sabbath tous,our whole
worke would havelife init, Buthowisit, that
menarefo dead and {leepic in thefe affemblies #
isitnot becaufe their hearts are firft dead ¢ and
then how cantheir bodies but grow drowfie, and
then allis of a dead favour, 2 Cor.2.14,15. Nay,
let mee fay this more , even to Gods owne fer-
vants, if yoube loofe-hearted , if you keepe not
your hearts above all keepings, there will iffue out
onc of thefe two evils, cither you will bring

forth many fruits ‘to the flefh, or elfe, the fruits -

ou bring forth to the Spirit, will bee dead and
ivelefle , andthat is the mifery of moft of Gods
people,, atone time or other; if you keepe not
ce cleane from the weeds of your ewne cor-
ruptions,you will find many unfavoury fruits that
choake you ; fo Dawids adultery and murder,
and carelefnefle of foul therein,were not all thefe
fruits of the fleth 2 what thinke you of Abrabam
his diffembling, of Lots Inceft, of Nesk hisdrun-
kennefle, Aarons making the golden Calfe 2 Atre

not all thefe workes of the flefh, and doe they not-

deadenmuch ¢ if Peser deny his Mafter and for-
fweare himf{elfe,is not this a fearefull dead work?
And fuppofe we keepe them beteer then o , that

it breaks notforth into fuch evils,but we pray,and

heare, and are 'diligentin our callings, partake
with God in his Ordinances , and yet the fpirit
unprofitable all this while; Now then aske your
foﬁcs,'how have you kept your heares ¢ 1 tell

-

et e puine v cwemen i s T U

you,
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Plea,

V]Eg. '

you,you may pray at home,and cometoChurch,

and heare the word, though delivered with never

fo muchlife and power, yet its but a dead favour
to us, though it never fo much concernesus; yet
it worksnotuponus , and what is the matter ¢
why, this it is, we have not kept our hearts above
all keepings, and thence it was thatall our perfoz-
mances had no lifein them. -

~ Toexhort usallinthe feare of God, aboveall
keepings, to keep our hearts; yea, now I fay more
then I faid before, above all duties keepe your
hearts; you keepe your duties conftantly , your
fettimeof prayer, and itis well, butunlefleyou
keep your heart better ,-all youdoe will beebut -
dead works, you muft keep your hearts above
all: were you invefted with as much wealth.as the
world could yeeld,yet keep your hearts above it;

- better lofe a kingdome then your heartsy looketo.

the keeping of the heart,, above the keeping of
Crownes and Scepters,otherwife thy prayers wil
be abominable;we oftentimes come off with dead
works, through want of keeping thefe poare pre-
cious heartsof ours. o ,
Labour you to take diligent heed toall the cor-
ruptions that are in your hearts, labour to know

- what ftraines of pride, and hypecrifie, and cove-
- toufnefle is inthe heart ; come and complaine of

it to God, and labour to martifie it, and intrcae
him to fubdue it inus , and fuffer no thought to
lifc upit felfe againft Chrift; and what ever grace
you want,do as good hufwives do that want herbs
or their gardens , where everthey heare of any

, : ) T to

»




Rl

.~ == = o2

\

- ‘tobe had, they will feckeand gather them; {6 ob-
“ferve fuch Chriftians whofe graces excell youin

any kind, and be often gleaning from them, and
fointime you will get more patience, and meek-
nefle, and zeale, by gleaning from them upon all
occafions, in your conferences with them, [
therefore call upon youto keep your hearts,which

~ s done by thele two things ; keepe your-hearts

cleane from corruptions, and ufe allgood meanes
to mortific them, and tothat end apply the Com-
mandements, promifes, and threatnings, and ex-
amples,what graces you want,get your felves fur-

nifhed therewith, meditate duly upon-the promi- -

fes God hath made to thatend, fo fhall you keepe
your hearts alive and all your performances.
Itisof great confolationto all fuch Chriftians,
whofe performances are very fmal, 8zabilities run
fhallow; oncly they are able to fay, they watk be.
foreGod intruth,and with a perfe@ heart;2 King.
a0.3. His heart was with God, and it was the de-
fire of his foule , that hee could have beleeved
more, and havebeene more humble,but here was
hiscomfort, that he had walked before God in
truth, andthat God takes much pleafurein , hee

will accept fuch a mans prayers, though they bee’

but weake, and our hearings, though they be but

~ dull and flowsif the defire of our heatts be to feck

- God ivevery dutie,then out of this frame of heart
 life will fpring forth, what ever you conceive of

it, yet there v?il’l-bcc_ life in the bufineffe in ghc

end. = - C A
Having already from the twelfth of Zach. and
: QU the
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~ shefecondofthe AQts, fpoken of brisging the -
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heart ito a good frame; and from Prow. 4. .of
keeping it fos 1 know not aow, what fo fitly to
fpeake of, as the addreffing of a Chriftian fosle,
vo livethe life of faich , all ‘his daies befose God
in this world. A , o

3

R TTTITIYN

Gad. 8. 19,20,

* For Ybrough the Lawp, am dead tothe Law;
.tbatfmjgbtflivéﬂmoaad.' T

Hemasds depend spen thedormer,
and ate brought in.a5.2 weafon .vo
bring Pater to.afight bfhis erroria
N diffembliog wichche Jows, .
SPOTM  Yor norwithtanding , heeanfe
they arc crsize intbemfalves, obfbrue, That ia
the words the -Apoftle deferibes his freedome
from the Law, of him/{elfe, and.of alkuch othors

ol
Vgl -vt,?

3

- as-him[elfe was,

- Obferwe thercfore his eftate i reference tothe
Law; Firlt, Daad to the-Law, Secondly, obferve
m this rg.vetle,the occafion of that his.freedoine,
and the meanes ofit, 7 threnghthe Low , umdead -
#0.the Law 5 heve is-expreft the end ‘of fuch his
«death tothellave, which is, shet e gl liveuns
20 God; which death of his to the Law, and his li- -
wigg uno God ; lare bothef them zimpliﬁcdhl:y
. . i thelr
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- theirproper and next caufes. Firft, his dcath to
- the Lawis ar_gued bythetauﬁ: of it, h:s fellowshi ‘F
Go

with Chirift in his crucifying § bis fife unto

the caufes of itare two :

- Firft, principall , and that is the life of Chn&
in himy 7 bive, yernos 1, but Chrift liverh in me.

- Sécondly; infirumentall, and thatis thelife of
faictrin his fould 5 where thie faith by ‘which hee

 livesisam sﬁedb the effed of it, Afé s and the

object of it £ hin :Iye Som of God, and the Son of
God cobfi ,. 28 heis apphcd whén he works
new andf] pmtuz!l tife invus; Thas boved me, md gavt
bimfeife for mie.

~ Now though Perery faxlmg, of whnch youread
in the twelfth and fourteenth verfes, was i breach

ef omtof the:ceremoniall Law , refufi fd-

ip withrthié Gentiles, becaufe of fome
mh% to Antioch, yee becaufe it was: fuch’
dld trenc

uponthe moral Law of God,therefore .
Puulin thefe formerverfes , carcfully reafons a- -

gainft the praciife, asan ovetthmwmg of the
Gofpel of Chrift, and labours thefefore to over-

" throw what Peser had done,by fundry reafons.In
‘which he labours to prove upoti that occafion,

that a manis juftified , not by the works cither of
the. Ceremonialt or Morall Law, but to both
thele a mianis dcad, afur hee is cwcxﬁed with

- Chrift.”

From the 1 9. vcrf' e, obfervé thefe notes.
+ Firft, That a jufbificd per{om is deadro the Law.

- Sccondly; This 4 f«ﬂ:ﬁed pcrfm *it dmd to tbe
- Law, by the Law.

%‘ ( Thxrdly,

e



" The Chriftens chage.

 Thixdly ; 4 jufified pevfomis therforedead to the
Law by tb): iu{'t’g}f bcl;u'gh livesntoGod. -

- Forthe firlt: A juflified perfon is dead to the
- Firft,what is meant bg the liw; and fecondly,
what it is to be dead to the Law, Bythe Law un-
derftand inthis place, the Covenant of the Law,
or the Covenant of works, as in ¢hep.4.24. Thefe
are thetwe Covenants the one s <Mount Sinai, the

‘Covenant of the Law; the other ss 1eynfalem which és
from above,which is the Mother of ueall; Now this

Covenant of the Law, isthat which the Apoftie
here faith we are dead untosIn thatCovenant you
may confider,what it did tequire on ourparts,and
whatit did give on Gods parc s On our partsit re-
quired perfe&t obedience ofthe wholé-man,tothe

whole Lw all our dayes, accordifg to that Gal.

3.10. Now thatwhich God did give on his part
was,that in cafe aman did thus keep the Law, hee
would give him eternall life ; He that doth thefe
things, fhalllivein them, ZLewiz.18.5. anditis re-
peated, Gal.3.12. And foalfo, God did infliG a
curfe, and cternall death upon every tranfgreflor
ofthis Law, Gal.3.10. Now this Law gives us
nograce nor ftrength,for the performance of this
Covenant, but prefuppofeth it once given in our
firft Parents, 10h.1.17. and therefore itis impof-

~ fible for the Law to give life, becaufe itgave no .

raceto heale our fin's and fo the Law gaveus no
urety to keepthe Law for us, but that is a better
Covenant that hath Chrift Jefus for-a furety of
it, Heb.7. 22. But now to this Covenant o L;hc }
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Law we are dead. This Law as it ftood in the
Law of the ten Commandements, fo it ftood in
the Law of certaine Ordinancesand ftatutes, the
whole Ceremoniall Law, whichif a mankepthe
fhouldlive in them, Levis.18.5. Forof that Law
he {peakes as well as of any other, fo that there
was an hand-writing of Ordinances given to the
Jewith people to bee kept, and fo it was tqall
the carnall Ifraclites, who were notborne anew
to a better Covenant. But to this Covenant we
arenow dead, which implies that we are now free
from the Ceremonial Law,wholly free frem that
after once juftified by Chrift, then (Epbef.2.14,
15.)they all ceafed,thefe Ceremonies caufed the
Gentiles to fly off from the Ifraclites ;they look-
~d at the manifold ceremonies of the Law as re-.
diculous, but Chrift by his death abolifhed thefe,
and fo we are wholly dead to the Law of Cere-
monies, Colof.2.14,30. ’ o

Butnow for the Morall Law , the Law of the
ten Commandements, we are dead alfo to the ce-
vewant of that law, though notto the comand of ity
as that we muft have one God,&c.yet we are free
from the Covenant ofit, thatis, free from either
expecting life by our obedience to it, or from
feare of death by the breachofit; weeare free
from the curfe of the Law,and from the provoking

. pewer of it, as alfo from the rigowr and exaction

of the Law. ! )
Firft, from the curfe of the Law, Gl.3.10.
Notable is that fpeech of David, Pfal.49.5.Why

fhould I feare in the day of evill,when the ipiquiv%
L o : "0
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T The Chifians hage.

“of my heels followme? why fhould henot feare, |

when his finnes follow him, and are ready.totri- -
umph over him? True,he had caufe to feare, if he
fhould ftand tothe Covenant of the Law, but
ver.1§. Godhathredeemed.me from the power:
of the grave; If faith carry us vo lay hold oa
Chrift our Redeemer, we are free from the curfe’
of the Law, and from feare of death by the
breach ofthe Law. And as we aréfreefrom the
curfe of the Law, {o we looke not for life and fal-
vation from th{:l tl:‘cc‘;;_ing of the Law 3 blt istrue,
many temporall bleflings wee may get by it, yet
itis nyot fop:x)mch from gth’é Law ,-ya§ froZ) Gg’ds
accepsance of our Euangelicall obedience, but
otherwife wee challenge not life, by ary of our
beft performances :- Nebem. 13, 22. when he had
done muchgood, yet even then Spare me ; a¢ eor-
ding to themaltitude of thy mercies; when aman
hath done all that he can, yethe dothiaot chal-
lenge righteoufnefie by the Law, but defires mer-
cyin }.:%us Chrift to ‘accept their weake endea-
vours. . S | -
‘Thisis thatyouread G4l.3.18.The inheritance
is not by the Law, but by promife, and therefore
we challenge nothing by.our moft perfe&t obedi-
ence to the Law, o S
- Again, fecondly, we are free from the ptovo-

- king power of the Law, that is that whereby it®.

ftirresup in us an earneftnefle to the commiffion
of fin yfor this is the nature of man that if you for-

- bidhim any thing, or limit him any thing,that his

‘confcience is boundto thisor that duty, he canby-
o S no




The Chriflians charge,

»z;‘l

no meates endureit, Nitimuy in vetitwm cupimn(f,
nmegats s Had not God forbidden our firft Parents
to cateof the fruit of the tree, they would not
‘havedefired it 5 bux flolne warers are fweet : For
youreade of the motions of fin by the Law, Kows,

- 7.5, Iour carnall eftace, ‘many finfull motions

-we had, to ftirreus wp to'dee wickedly, becaufe
the Law of God reftrained us ; meaning the Law
did ftirreus up to more earneftneffe after it, by

~ how much the more it reftrained our liberty from

-itsbutthis: nowwe are freed from. The Lawto
agodly man doth not provoke him to be more
wicked, but if he fec' ary Commandement of
-God dgainft him, i is a fufficient difcouragement
:tohimto: forbeare that fin, Gen.39.9. A godl
-dlan- difallowes himfelfe in. any thing chae i);

cevilla =

~ And fo, thirdly, we arefrec from the rigourof -
.the Law, fo asthough we doe not fulfill the Law
totheexad perfeQion thereof,yet we look for life,
by another Tidle, 64/.3.18. -~ - =,
Now by this Covenant of grace it cotties to
-paffe,thar God fpares his children,as a man fpares
hisfon that ferves him, <M 4l.3.17. Thus youfee
whatitis to be freed from the Law. But there is
yet fomething moreinthe freedome, forit feemes
to-be fuch ~a§cgdomé,-as is purchafed by death;,
Gal.3.13;14. and therefore there is fome weight
inthe word, Desd 10 the Law 5 Dead to the Law,
‘weare partly by the death of Chrift, and partly

* by the death of our lufts, inour felves, Rom,7.4.

‘Wearedead to the Law by the bedy of Chriffs
R : ' Q4 Chrift
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The Chrffns cherge.

_ Chrift having dyed, he hath fatisfied the Law;
‘and look as the Law hath mo Dominion overa

man, when once he is dead, fo our head beeihn(g
dead, the Law is fatisfied, and our boad is dif-
charged. »

- And weare dead to the Law alfo in the death

‘of our own lufts, Rom.7.6. By our finfull lufts we

were kept under thedominion and bondage of the

Law, now they being deadinus, we are freed
from the Law. '

Now becaufe the fecond point is futable to

| this, let me handle them both together.

Weare dcadtothe Law, by the Law.

- Now weare faid to bedead tothe Law by the

Law: Firft,becaufe the fentence and curfeof the
Law crucified Chrift our head , and fo confe-
quently in him crucified us, Gal.3.13.Dear.21.23.
Now then the Law gives fentence againft Chrift,

as curfed, notforany defert ofhis own, but be-

caufe he was-willing to take upon him our fin,
imd therefore in crucifying our Head, it hath kil-
ed us. ' :

But yet that is not all s Therefore,fecondly,the
Law doth kill fin in us, and thereby kils us, 1t kils
all our former jollities and comforts in this world,
that we have nolifeto the honours and pleafures:
thereof : Rem.7.9. Iwas alive withous the Law
till this Law came, I thought my felfe a rightecus

. and juft man 5 and when the Law came he was

fubborn and murmured,that God had'made fuch
Law ; thenfin revived, it made him lively to wic- -

kednefle ; but Idied, I wasas a dead manbefore

-God s




L8N &as s b

SR.m = B

>R =

5 O e
]

- R e AT,

The Chriftians charge.

%

-God: Notonelyall his lufts were mortified, and

~ crucified, buthis affe@tions to theworld, and all
- the comforts of it, they all die and decay in him ;

" now he is cracified 10 the world, and the worldte
* him, Gal.6.14. The power of the death of

.Chrift doth wonderfully fubdue the heartof a
man to a weaned affeGion from this world, it
blafts a mans contentment,eventhe very minifte-
ty of the Law, Efay 40.6,7,8. When aman is
once blafted by the miniftery of the Law, ‘afpiric
of bondage breathiing in it, it doth fodarken and

“dead alkhis comforts, as that 2 man isdead to fin,

and deadtothe world.” .~

. Again, there is a further powerin the Law,
though of it felfit work nothing, yetit is a Sobool-
mafler todrive us to Chrift, Gal.3.24. Not onely

'thé Jewith Ceremonies, but the Morall Law,

‘whenit difcovers tous our fins, occafionally, and

.God blefling it tothat end, the fpirit of Adoption
_ ftriking in with i, makes us cry out, What fhall we

doe tobe [aved ? Aits2.37. and fo the Jaylor, now
the Law terrifies him with fenfe of his owne fins,
and blafts all the comfortsof thislife, and by this
.occafion we are driven to- Chrift, the fpirit of

Adoption ftriking in, we are driven-to feck to
.Chriftian communion ; and being thus caft our,
Chrift findes us in one Ordinance or other,. and

. ‘g;vcs usto fee our part with him, in his death,and
foweare freed from the feare of death,uato which
- before we lay in bondage. : .

And again, now alfo we have no life to-the

- Law;Takeyou a man thatis rot infome meafure

dead.



a4 The Chriftians charge.

i dead to the Law, by the Law, aadin fome mea-
Hure dsivento Chrift, and he will he vety cameit
after the Law ; and therefore Pusé appofeth this
«deatheothe Law, tothe defire of falfe Teachers

“to beunderthe Law, Gu/.4.21.. They are cager
tobe juftified by the:Law, Remurc.z. They will
aat fubmit to look for righteoufneflc: oncly by
-Chrift, and _£¢#s 24.20. they were all zealous.af
the Law ;for want of fellosvfhip with Cheift in his
“-death, they became zedlous. of the-Law : bugtake
‘aman whofe heart isbronght low by Chrift, well
ot him of rites and fhadowes, they arcalteimpty
and l:)c‘ggcrly rudiments,he isdeadto the expedta-
gion'of any comfort bythefe meaaes; Pfals1.17.
A broken:and a contrite heart is better then facri-
fice; an liimbled kearr, by the fenfe of cahe Law
~ findds hofavour in chefe things :though fot their
time they were of Gods owne appointment, yet
sow thereis no life inthem ; but {prinkle me with
hyfop, (which typified the bloud of Chrift) and
thence it is, that as he isdead to the Ceremoniall
Law of <Mofes, fo heisdeadto the Morall Law
alfo 5. he hath no heart to look for any recom-
pence by his obedience; when he hath perforned
any duty never {o well, tell him of meritingby it,
and his heart is wholly dead to it; ZLakd 17.10.
Even then (pare me 0 Lovd axcording to the multi-
tadsofthy mercies ; he knowes hiscafe miferable,
if God fhould enter into judgement with him.

- Nor doth he feare death, by how much the more
he hath fellowthip inthe death of Chrift; tell him
of death and hefl,and he will fay, Wherefore fronld
oYy - . I
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Ifeare inshe day of evik? Like 3 manthat hath
already been in'hell, andborn the wrath of God
in his foule, he now feargs.not what fleth can doe
unto him, and fo-he is dead toall bis gifts aad,
p‘.‘“&:ﬁfﬂ“"ml TR R F TS P R LS PR |
~ Nowthereafon why every juftified perfon is
dead tothe Law;is, fislt, becaule it was the good
pleafure of God to glorifie. Chrift, Gaki3,16. the.
inherirance is by promife, and thepromile.is.by:
Chrifty verarg. . - - - Loy e oo
- Secondly,itis taken fipm the impoflibitity..of]
the Law to givelife, G4k, 3.31. Hadthese been a:
Law that could have given life, then righteouf-
neffe hadbeen by the Law, but it wasimpoffiblé:
for the Law to:give life, by reafon-of the weak-
pefleofit,Rem 8.5.Had we ftood jm:our integrity;

it couldhave given us life, but being faln, now it:

is impoffible.

It may be fixft a refixation of 2 principall Po-

pith Do&rine,calling mento logk forlifeof grace.

and glory,from the worksof the Law. For you
feethe Apoftle faith, thata jultified perfom is dead
to the Law, thatis, dead to the Covendnt, Botto

the Command of the Law ; this-fenfe is the moft |

literall, that we by the Law.are dead to the Cove-
nant of the Law, fo, as we look: for no falvation:
from the Law inregard of our beft performancess:
all we look for at the beft, is but pardon of finand
fparing, but we look for it by promile, and by
promife made to us in Chrift, {fothat fuch 3 con
ceitis oppofite to this Dodtine : Whensve have:

~ done the beft we can, we may pot promife.to our

felves
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"The Chiffians charge:

- Vle2)

~felves life by our obedienceto it. And the very
~ truthis, ifthey look for righteoufneffe by their

keeping of the Law, they muft expe deathby’

their difobedience to theLaw, & then whatwould’

become of them and us all¢ Inthis refpect e

" - man living can ffandinthe fight of God,Pfal.143.2.

Meaniog of the works of the Law, no manliving
could be juftified. The Papifts fay, fome men
there be, that may plead fo 5 but | would fainfee
the man that dare ftand out, and tell God thathe
looks for righteoufnefle by his perfect obedience
tothe Law of God, when' as «4brabam,and Ds-
wid, and Pas! durft not expe& it ; and indeed it is
defperate prefumption againft the grace of Chrift.

. It may ferve to avoid a cavill which fomedoe
gather out of fuch like places of Scripture, who

age enemiesto the Law : They fay, thac afteronce
a manis juftified by Chrift, he is no more fubject.

to the Commandement of the Law, he doth no-

thing now in confcience of the Law,he takes him- .

felf not bound to it. And you have another fort of
them who fay, thatnot onely a Chriftian is freed
from the obedience to the Law :but take yonany

" manin the daies of the Gofpel,& no man ought to

have theLaw preft upon him,but only theGofpel,
&the promifes thereof ro beexpounded and appli-

“edunto him : but both of them miftake this Scrip- -

ture.Indeed this place exempts all from obedience
to the Ceremoniall Law, {o farre weagree with
them ; and for the Morall Law, we grant, that
we aredead to the Covemant of the Law, but not

tothe command of the Law; you fay unto me, ati_d ,
. i . . o -

. o
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fodothey 5 buthow fhall I know thatTamnot
dead alfo to thecommandofthelawe. =~ -
. Youmaykaow it fromfome evidentexpreflis -
" onsofthe Apoftle ;. that-heallowes us notto acs

count our felves dead to the command of thelaw,
Ephe[.6.1,2. He fpeakes there of the Children of
Chriftian Pazents , -and he preffesh them tothe

_ obedienecof the laws for though wee expeét not

everlafting life by our obedjence to thelaw, yee
our obedicnce to it may procure us raany.blef«
fings, thonghnor fram our defert, yetfrom Gods

accepratice,and: Rom. 3. alsi Chift eftablifhed the
law, et 517 we thould walke even as- Chrift

hath walked, and becayfe hie hath ratified the

nule of righteoufneffe, given by iofes law, it |
. comies to-paffethat though we be freed from-the

Covénantofthe law , -yet by the. Covcpantof

grace, we arc: bound to keepe the: Commande.
ment of the law, fo as to.doe our beft endeavours
thatways- and hence it is., . thatthe Apoftle Zames

preffethrobedience ta thelaw, Fam.2.8,9,10,11.

that we to this day are fubje to the ldw,bound
to take heed we tranfgreffe it not, and this law of
liberty muft judge us-atthe laft day : Take the

" Covenant of the law,and that.is an cftate of bon-

dage,Gal.4.24:but takeitas we arc freed from the
Covenant of the law, and onely the command

* efthe law lying uponus ; and fo itisa Zaw ofli-

lg:ljz, Lames 2.13. If men therefore be hypogrites
u

et thelaw, it will condemne them, anditwill

jﬁd&:’Goda fervants and make them Ayto Chrifts
fo that:they who plead cxemption from the law

after.
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afterjeflification, they tranfgreffothe rightdous
order ofthe'Golpel of Chirift ; mwd for them who
forbid 'thvth'tmniggs of thelawto be Preachied,
they do moft: prepofteroufly miftake the wholes
fothie doCtrine of thre chitdrens bread. The Cere-
fronisi law, that indeed wis adcomplithed i
Clriftbue fot the Moesll law, che law of theten
Commarndements, we até aevdr faid to bodedd
vo that whill we live | Tée luw huih dominion over
a man us bong as be lives, Rom.5, 1,1,3. foas the
ldw ouglic t6 be prefled. a5 chat which would kill
us, ungill that by the law, ouriréarts be dead unto
thelaw of fin, and to allthi comfomsof dhis life 5
he nieativncth onelaw ; Thou fhalt hof luft, ‘and
that isthe tetth Commandement ; and after that,
then indecd threatnings are norto be preftablo. -
Jueely , bot foas may mortifie owt conuptions 3
‘when thie fehrence of ¢ire law hich once driven
us to feeke wiito Chift, cien the terrors of the
Jaw dre not vo be preft to fikch a1 foule ; bue thinke
not thirall Chriftians thatare baptided, afefiiced
from the Law, and kiowttrar carnall mea | even
in the timie 6f the Gofpel ; ave under both the co-
veasnt ahd curfe of the Law , The wrash of God
abides apon thefls that belbeve ot Joh.g. 3. 0dt: . -
To thew yon the comfortleffe tonditiof ofall
fuch foules,asto this day arenot yet jultified, they

are yerafl fubjec to the whole Law of God, Rore,

7.1, Whileyou yet live in an eftate of nature finne
is miigttyinyou, and the old man rigaes znd
rules in'you, while you arc Rrong andlively.in fin,
you are ot yte dead cothe Law ; there is nosnag




B T T B e

T LY Blese. & VS T e T T 7 _
. \

 exaét obedienceto Go
- many a popre foyle; -could thay thuralwaies pek-

r*lw
S

deadtotheLaw, bt byshe Laws if the Lamaar

wer killed yau, Chrift nevar juftifed yop , 3nd then
fin was mﬁwdom, and an.unpardoned fin-
ner is. houndto keepe.the whole: Law ; whilgt
thouthiokeft of thine owae sighteoniaells , .and
hopeftro be [aved by thy geod meaping, rhou
alive tothe Law ; though Paul finned-nat agaiok
T“-’? confcience, «ds 93.1. neither Law Aorcon-
feience didqecufe him, yet heg loaked not for
Lilgb&coﬂnchbyfdga; meanss, Phil.3.6.8.- Apd
all you shat walke imacts of civill Julice inyouw
<allings, thoygh ichee much to be commernded
above.mens dilozdesly. walkings » yet J-fay, 1
beleech you, and chasgeyry, as-aver you looke
for falvation by Chrift, st you xeft ot in:thefe.
Paulhad asmuch to boaft of as any man, jbwehe
isnow dead-heartedtoall thefe, and fowill you
be,asioons cxgryrquhavs fljowdhipawith Chrilt
and his death. N
- Of comforrand dim@ian ;- 39 womfost aththe
fervants of God,thas cyer had expasisnae of eheir
deathse the Law,byshe Lawsibsyenshe Law of
God blafted y;ﬁp%-?vdsbmﬁmc, and-the
quld o Nﬂ‘( hau hatt. dea“ -5 dead
things, let thisthen be adirc@ianso thee; than

muft.now take\hsed, shat chou doft pardulpensl

thy peace, upon thy good performances,, :ang
ia for thatis shemifery of

forme.dyties with life apd power, -shey cquld be-

P4

Teeye that\Gad had pacdoged shaie.fjo; buswhen -

they feethey arefo syeake,, and {o4alil tlgeﬁ ‘
Lo ' : eft

¥
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'beﬁ- duties, then they cannot beleeve ; but whena
thou artdead to all thy beft performances,as well -
-asto thy fins, it is a fignethouart dead to thelaw,

for it was the law that brought theeto a fight of

‘thine owne corruption, and let theefecthe emp-
tineflc of thy performances, and therefore now

looke for no-comfort frofn thei,fufpend not thy -
comfort and peace , and: conteatment ‘upon ¢
exa& obedience tothe Law ; and theréfore for
comfort, feare not what the law ‘can doe againft
thee, onely make not Chriltian liberty a cloake
to fiethandbloed, but walke we with God , as
clofely as we can,and thoagh we doe fall fhort of

- ‘what we defireto reach unto , {:‘t doubt not but

+ Chrift. | L

D‘m "_,”‘o

Juftification and falvation is laid up for us in

€ Ome we now to a fecond' Note; though it b
sthe third inorder. T

'God leadith a Chriftian (oule untothe Law, by the
Law, that be might live wwté God, '~ =
- Thus Pawl éxprefleth Gods manner of dealing
‘with him, and he {peakes in thé'name of all jufbi-
fied perfons; 1 through the Law am dead tothe Law,
that 1 might live unto God ;5 To that thisis Pasls
cafe, and in him gencrally, the cafc of all juftified
perfons. '

That you may underftand what is meant by

living unto God, fee fome part ofthe Coherence -
ofthe words with the former. Inthe 15. and 16.
verfes, the Apoftle faith, that he, and fuch native
Jewsas himfelfe was, knowing they couldnot be

jultified
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jutified by the law,but by Chrift, they therefore

‘ﬁﬂ‘f.&c*‘:"« TR e '
.. Now the Apoftle labours to prevent this ‘ob-

- The Chriftians charge.
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fought righteoufnefle by faith in him. Now a-
gainft this proteftation of the: Apoftle , an ob.
je&ion might be moved by carnall reafon,and the
Apoftle anfwers it; the obje@ion may be raifed

thos, That if juftified perfons renounce the Law;

fecke righteoufneflc by faith in Chrift, this will
open a doore to licentioufnefle, and juftified pers

fons. will -makenno’ confcienceofthe Law , but

live withopt and befides the Law, under pretencé

- of juftification by faith, and fo you fhall pin upon
- Chrift the fin of all juftified perfons, This ismen:

tionedinthe 1. verfe , Is Chrift the Minifter of

)

je@tion, and gives a double anfwer to it Firft, by
averfation, or a word of abomination,as his man-

Law without.feare or care, God forbid. -
- Secondly, he anfwers it by three Reafons 5 all -
ofthem fhewing the neceffary conjun&ion and:
connexion that is betweene juftification and fan-
Qification ; the firft of the Reafons removesthe-

imputation of fin from Chrift , andnotfrom him

~only,but from any who are juftified b}" him, ver.
. the R A againe the
tb}%: that I have defiroyed, 1 make my.[elfe atranf-

18. the Reafon ftands thus , If I bui

greffor,and not Chrift. And as he removes it from
Chrift, {fo from himfelfe, as unreafonable, thata
man who hath laboured tobe freed from fin, and
lookes for righteoufneffe only by Chrift, that he
fhould turne againe to -it, to fhew , that itisin-

T . come

-

ner.is, God forbid 5 that we fhould tranfgrefie the
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compatible to fuch mens fpirits. _
The fecond Reafon is taken from the end
which Gad aymeth at in ufing the meancs that
he doth ufe to bringus to juftification by
and themesnes hec ufeth is to kill us tothe law ¢
and to whatend dath he ufe that meanesznot thar
we might liveto our felves, but unco God, as in
the words of the Text. L
The 3.Realiis tabenfrom thmm commumon .
which every jultified perfon hath with Chiift , in
bath his.dwhandltfe;as I havcpmthrhChnﬁ
&hasdwh fo hmlpar;l;x;llhsgk , and there-
¢ baving partnesfhip with him fificationy
3% faith n'\: both I‘x;s f?‘i‘a an}i’ g"c, tl{e}c(brc The
Inem liwe, &y the of theSem of God. Thus,
you fee what is meant, by this living wnto God 5
Now then, to prove the Dolriae , andfeewhat .
it is to live yoro God in particelar, aad then the
2:3{0“:3» andtlz; ﬁze mnb:;m . Weare
teskio Loy &y b Chvift, thes we .
be wapried st Chrsft , and bring bﬁm”zgp
Gl thisis thew byv which God leads uson ta-
fpirisuoll life s ta thc fame puspofe you reade,
2 €or.5.15. Chrif once died for aﬂ,thmthat
delive, fhould Bve no uneo themichves,
hatweto Chrift ;, ‘'who died and rofeagaine far
th&l:“ wgztﬂ‘em;ycminmmﬁ arz By fo Rete
rightee t oc: by thie power
of hig deatly, live no langc:trb them);%lves bue
u(?;o ld?hn#tu that xsrhe;njc}!‘:’gf "'ﬁ, warke of
£, 1 03 ASCHys inthe ffefs,,
é'a. S0 anwsc yowr Mm«lkaﬁﬁ ffz ﬂe oﬁbﬂhk
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- For this canfe, Chrift dyed androfe aguine;
wighsbeLovdof quich and dead, "Now for further

The Chriffens charge.

%

mindy be thet bath ﬁ.fml i the fieh, bath eeafid
Srovfim,thas be fooisid me longir liveumo fin , but to

thewill of Gods-and therefore now wowe of s bve

ordye toowr felves bt tovke Livd, Rom. 14, Z;,s e

4t e
openipgofthis point,‘fee what'it- I8 volive unte
God in particular, zr’:d'chcn 5 how this death to
the law leads s to filch a life, o o

 Livingto God,in that place,kom.14.9.Isoppo-

fed toliving to ouffelves ¢ now what isicfora”

maw livero himfelfer

-Firft , (ad Sivilisns fayya mss Hives cohimfelf,
thatis, bis ewne man ; Boutid to ho mah, but is
freetoliveaspleafeth himfelf s a man in bondage
lives o another , what hotuith, snd what Me can’
do, is another mans, but 4 matt chae lives o Him-
felfo, is as itwert his owne Mafter, f0 thafi can
claime any intereft inhim ; and fo did the Jews
cxpound jt, 16h.8. 33. Wee weré never in bon..
dage 1o any, frec from allsaien, in réfped of fub-

 ordination.

“Secondly, A mmn is fald to liveto himfulfe,
that lives according 10 bis owne will, and principles,
and for his owne ewds, as in uftiall phrafe of fpeech
weefay, fucha man lives to himfelfe, as regards
no mans profit, or pleafure,or eredit, but his own,
he cares ormboc;{, ﬁnha'cﬁcn'fxis tefpedt to

ends; Amahlivesfiomhi¢ 6wneé principles , for

 therife of his Worhe, ad fo the endof is work, *

he aymes a3 no furthrer end ¢hén himfelfd. -
g ".} ' R z ’ NOW

~ others miay accommotdate his own occafions ad



The Chriftians charge.

“Now thirdly,that which follows upon this,that
fucha manlives to himfelfe, as kives-withoat being -
defired of other men,to hiimfelf he lives,&to him-

" {elfhedies,no man is hetter for him,&he may die’ . .
‘when he pleafe, no man will hinder him, as-itwas
faid of Ichoram, he lived without being defired & fo-
" he died,2 Chro.2a1.20:Now this is that which the'
Apoftle deniesto juftified perfons, Thereare wome |
of them Lives or dyes to shemfebves , bus whesher we
live or dyewelive anddyeto the Lord o that then
the meaning of the phrafeisthiss . - i -
" Firft, when hee faith, weelive: unto God, his:
meaningis, We acknowlédge our felves, not to

be in our owne hands,- not tp bee free, to live as'
~we lift our fe]ves ;- fé.nowllw,c‘ :docjhbt.livé‘;:lccorg :

ing te our.owne principles;; wee acknowledge
CheEord s ighy anduekc toums A 19,5
We a}’].‘:bﬂ“gh,‘ with 3 price,and therefore his that- |

oughtus. ' o bn T e

", Sccondly , to live unto' God, iniplies, ‘thit'as:
now Gods we are, to him we belong, and not to -
menor Angels, orto ourfelves; fo now, wedo -

not live according:to out owne principles and i

Rules ,. nor the wils and lufts of othermen;-nor

their counftls, nor examples, nor commands; but

weliveunto God., 1live, yet not I; but Chriffbi-~ |
weth i% me 3 1live now, from an inward principle
of the Lord Jefus, he lives jn me; and he fpeakes - - |

as the Father hath given him commandement, °

Ioh.14.4Jt. And the Son can do nothing of him-

felfe , 10b. 5. 19., This is the- whole life of any -

member of Chrift, we dare not liveas-wee lift, -
R 4 [ nor

o
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norafter the wils of others , further then we fee -

Chriftin them, for Chrilts weare, 1Cor.7.23.
fo that they who now live, fhall not live to
themfelves, 2 Cor. 5.15.but unto him;fo that the
olife of a Chriftian man, asit{prings from Chrifts

command, fo from the worke of his Spirit, and

workes not forits owne ends, further then it is

fubordinate to Chrift, for the glory of Chrift,
the building up of his kingdome , the doing his
will ; this is the bent of the whole life ofa Chri-
fian. L ' : o
. And thirdly, henceit followes, Thata Chri-
ftian man thus living , -as one that lives from

Chrift, and through Chrift warranting his courfe
by his word,and quickning his a&tions by his Spi- -

rit, and working not for any low ends, but for the
ends of Chrift, the glory and will of Chrifts
henceit comes to pafle,, that a Chriftian livesto
God , inrefpe@ that he lives not a life unregar-

ded orundefired , but God hath a fpeciall eyeto -

his whole courfe, . God defires him, and he will
move others to defire him, 106 14. 14, 15. For
“thes wilt have a. defire tothe werke of thine owne
hands, he thall not dyeundefired; why fayeft thon,
myway is hid from the Lord ? Efay 40.27,128. The
mefi High dath neither faint nor wax weary , and
sheythat maiteon the Lord[hall remew sheir /#mgtb;
If a man live by waitingupon God , for warrant
from his word, for life rrom the Spirit for what
he doth,God will not fuffer fuch a man to run in-

to fuch courfes; as in which he will takeno notice
- ofhim, . R

R3 - ‘Thus

245
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The Chriftians charge.

Reaf. 1.

" Redf. 2,

Thus you fee what itis to live unto God 5 the
two former being moft principall, but thisother
followes upon both. A

Now forthe next thing ; Canyounfhew usan
Reafons from the wordof God , that God leads

his fervants by death tothe _law, to make them

liveuntoGod ¢ o
Taken from the power which the Law hath
had, overand againft fuch as are dead by the law,
tothe law ; when the law hath had fuch power
over aman, as to kill him tothe law, then the law
hath done with a man: take a malefa&orthat hath

“committed any capitall crime,when the law hath

had power over him, and put himto death, now
he no longer lives to the lawes of this world, but
he lives to:another world, Rom.7,1. {0 is this cafe,
there is not any Chriftian that hath beene pat to

‘death, by thelaw of God, that hath beene ftruck

downe by theterrors of the law , butever after
he is as a dead man to this world,and he now lives
asa manof another world, his converfation s in

Heaven, Phil.3.ze.

. Taken from the fecond marriage , which God
calsusto, when he cals usto deathto the Law,
by the Law; Rom.7.4. We are dead by the laws
fo as that the law,and confequently fin which had
power over us by the law, {hould have no more

toChrift,and fo bring forth fruit unto him,fo that

dance, |

- dominjon over us, but that we fhould be married . |

‘when by the law we are deid to the Covenant -
of the law, now all the fruits we bring forthareto |
the Lord Jefus,we depend upon his gracefor gui-

i
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dance, and upon his word for warrant, and his -

Ordinances we frequent,thefeeds of his grace we:
“conceive, and fo bring forth fruituato God. -

Taken from the purchafe which Chrift hath l&éaﬁ 3

made of us unto himfclfe by his death, the poffef-
fion which he claimes, whenfoever he ftrikes us
dead ro the Law, Chrift having dyed for us ; hee
therefore dyed , That wemight not live umto onr

Jebves, bwt wmto bim, 2 Cor..5. 15, When Chrift

frikes usdead to the Law, fo ashe dothnot only
blaft our lufts ;. but makes us run to Chrift, by
which occaftonally , the life and death of Chrift
workmgtogether, brings us ont to Chrift, and by
this meanes Chrift hath laid faft hold on us, for
otherwife, the Law ofit felfe would never lead us
to Chrift, were notthe blood of Chrift fprinkled
spont our hearts , foas that the foule cannot reft,

antill it find fomething of Chrift difpenfed to .

Thisferves to warne all Chriftian men from- 7 1.

' ﬂwce‘t%rincipall vices, that do commonly accom-

ny their lives, Self-pleafing, Security, and Dif-
gadeﬁce , all of them c:pre&}'hcre mp’rovcablc,‘

Rom. 3. 1, 2. When we livenoother life, buet

6‘-\_

pleafe our felves, we think we are our owne, and -
we live from our owne Rales, and to our owne —
ends, and live feeurely , #nd many: times Gods - -
owtl fervars are vo be blained herein, they grow .
diffident, and thinke neither Godnor man cares .
for ehem 5,doe but therefore try, and you may
know:, whether ever the Law had any kind of

working upon your {pirits,or no : If we'be fuch as

feand upoh ouréwne frecdomic, Our tongues are
1 :

Rs . our

.
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our owne and we will fpeake, Pfal. 12.4, and we
breake the bonds, and. caft the cords from us,
Pfal.2.2;3, If we will ftand upon our owne bot-

" tomes, freeto live according to our owne wils,

and rules,and principles; certainly thelaw of God
never had any worke uponfuch unbroken hearts.
And {o youmay make it anufe of tryall, if wee
thus ftand upon our owne bottomes, .the Law
never came fo neere us, that wee underftood the
true fenfeofit 5 and how many are there, that
live inthe bofome of the Church, who yet will
beare no yoakes, nor bee bound to any thing ¢
Youfay, you refpeé God , though not his fer-
vants. The Scribes and Pharifees pretended they
refpected God the Father; th’oﬁﬁh‘ they did not
the perfon of Chrift, and yet when they caft his
cords from them, they refifted God himfelfe; fo
if God by his fervants callus to repent, and to
lead anew life, and we have a devife to putthis
off, becaufe we thinke itis the devife of fome cu-
rious braise, this is notalegall way, and fo put
itoff, thisisto ftand out againft Godhimfelfe 5
but if God give us an heart to thinke thatwee
ftand bound to his Law, it is a figne the Law hath
had its worke uponus, elfe wee could never have
lived to any mans ends but our owne 5 butwhen
we livefo, as to advapce nothing but ourowne
pleafures, wee need not wonder if wee live with-
out being defired, and dye without being lamen-
ted 5 and cherefore let this weane us from fucha -
difpofition, for if wee doenot live to God, then
wee live without God in the World, and l{l'o‘

: the.
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i
I the life of an Atheift. .. - -
" Thismay fervetotecach men, not to beetoo 7 fe 2.
" fharpe in cenfuring their brethren in fuch wayes,
> as wherein they defire to live unto God , and dare
™ notbutfo live 5 Rom.14.7,8,9. One man keepes &
n dav to the Lord , another man keepes it not , why,
1y both deeit tothe Lord 5 Who art thou thenthat
W judgeft another man? for hee lives notto him-
" felfe , but to the Lord. While aman lives by the
' g Rules of the Words and in whatever hedoth,he: =
i  feckes theglory of God, and the good of the
] " Chutch, though other mendoe not fo, yet judge
st not oneanother in cafes of this nature 5 Suppofe.
i oneman keepeth this or that day , prefcribed by
s oMofes law, another man keepes itnot 5 hee that.
i keepesit, thinkes heis bound by the law of God
ki to keepe it , and for the edification of the few
ol - whomhe would net offend, another man keepes
# itnot, becaufe hethinkes they are abolithed in-
et Chrift , for thé benefit of the Gentiles , yethee
ﬁ:lg ‘ thatdoth either, dothitto the Lords fothathere.
i is the point , If it appearc that the life of our bre-,
& thren isby the Sonof Ged, and by the Spirit and
b wordofGod , and defireto liveno other life but
bt - fo, thenbe fparing in judging and cenfuring: one.
iid ~ another. ' o , L
I ‘Temay beeto proveke afy mantoanholy and : pfe3.
i Chriftian life before God ,. and not to bee afraid -
o ofthe meanes that lead to ic ; Many a poore foule .
i thinkes when God ‘begias to worke upon him,
o ~ ‘heefeares hee fhall never fec good day afters if
i once the Lawof God ftrike in upon him,, that
, - once
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once hee begins to become a dead man to his.

lufts, cannot drinke, nor {weare, &c. if he be-
gin to make confcience of his-waies," he thinks

he fhall now live a difregardedlife , but bee not
afraid of that which is the life and comfort of a
Chriftian foule, the oncly way to bring a man
to an honourablelife , wherein he lives not to his
bafe lufts, nor to the unthankfull and bafe world,
but unto God 5 and.in very deed, till a manbee
by the Law ftruck deadtotheLaw, thataman
finde himfelfe a dead manin the fightof God , .
no better thena man given over to death and de-
ftru&tion, till then, he is full of felf- pleafing, and
felfe. fecking , till then, a man lives to himfelfe,
and unto- others but for himfelfe. Take you
the meafure and fcantling of any naturall man
upon the face of the carth, take but the fcantling
of your heart | and give mee the Swmma totalis,
and feeif he lives any way but to himfelfe, and:
for himfelfe; fhew mee the nobleft Heroes a-
mong the Gentiles, the braveft fpirits among
Chriftians , the fionteft and wifeft' among - the
Somes afmen , and let them tell mee ifthisbee
not o, That a man that lives a life of nature,
whether helives or dies, he lives and dies to him-
felfe; and fhall wee thinke thisto bee the onely:

' . " brave life, which the fonnes of men fatisfie

thémfelvesin, the onecly honourable life ¢ and
aman would thinke himfelfe 2 mad man , if hee:
fhould live otherwife ; to live befides 2 mans
felfe 'and theworld, is counted a life of phrenaic
afid' madneffe , whereas indeed , a' man mufirbe

‘ be-
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befides himfelfe, ot clfe hee cannot live to God.

.So when Paul difcourled of his owne conver-

fion and manneroflife , the Governor told him
rightly , hee was befides himfelfe , he ftood not
upon himfelfe , as many a man in fuch a cafe
would have done, and yet, Pawl knew full well,
he was never neerer God , then when he was fur-
theft off from himfelfe , never more fober and
wife then at fuch a time to preach the Gofpel;
And therefore in the name of Chrift , let me call

- upon you, not to beafraid of legall terrors, nor

of a Chriftianlife ; looke not at fuch wayes, as
an utter undoing to you, itis the oncly way to
live unto God, defpife not fuch a life 5 true rtis,

s long as thow decft well to thy [elfe, men will praife

thee, Plal.49.18. and men will thinke that thou
deferveft to live in the world , but know this,
that wee fhould not wholly live to our felves.

'And therefore fince the Holy Ghoft is pleafed,

to call us on'to lead an higher life then nature, 1
befeech you, let me perfwadeyou to fomebetrer
affe&ion to the life of God, bee not difcouraged
with it, nor difcourage others from it; know this,

thereis an higher life then the life of nature; alife

that lives notto it felfe, but from the hand, and
word, and Spirit of Chrift, from the Rules of
Chrift, and to the glory of Chrift , and to the
good of others. - ' ) ,

To dire® and comfort Chriftians , that by the
Law are dead to the law, to encourage fuch

“the

‘Vj& 4.

. men the more to goc on , and to be farre from
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the former life which they have lead.  Know if
ever the Law of God have ftruck you dead to
finne , it hath ftruck you downe from all depen-
dance upon yourowne righteoufnefle, {o as that
now for ever you muft live to the Lord Jefus::

Why are you difcouraged becaufe of dulneffe
“andlivelefnefs in the performance of holy dutiese

youwould ftill live to the Law, but your life is

" from Chrift, and not from yourowne works, be

they never fo good.
And let it be a further direction unto you la-

bour to bee weaned from the world : not that I

call uponany man toneglet his calling, but that

muft be had refpect unto, though after theother 5 -

A man muft not be fo carefull for hisdaily bread,

-asthat he wholly forget , and negle& his duty

to God. And for your comfort, let no Chriftian
‘manthinke, he lives an unregarded life ;. many
‘men complaine, they may dye when they wili,
no body ownes them; D4vid himfelfe fometimes

- wasready tothinke fo , No man cared for my foule,

Pfal.142.4. It was his complaintindeed,but there
was finne wrapped up in it, Efay 40.27. Ifthou
liveft to God, make account of this, there is not
the pooreft Chriftian, that hath learned to liveto

the Lord, but God will regard him, both inlife . .

and death 5 Thou fhalt never live but defired, nor
dye butlamented, and therefore never feare what

. will become of thee, though thou beeft caft

afide as a refufe commodity , and every wretch
cantcll how to trample upon a poore Chriftian,
- yet

(
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- yetknow , thatthe candle of the wicked fball be pm
out, when he dies he fhall ftinke, as the fnuffe of -

acandle, but thelight of the righteous fhall fhine,
and the memory ofthe juft is precious; and when
thou dieft, the ftouteft and tougheft heart will

fecretly fay , Would God I mightdye thedeath -
of fuch aman, and that my latter end mightbee

like his‘h
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