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‘ . Acts 2.37.
Noww/:m they beard tbu d:gy were pmked n
 their hearts, - - -

sm;,ffx Aving i okcn of the Pre lx eof thc
R E\{i‘ F} oungngpontof she Spmtp m{hedaycs
D) ofthe Gofpell, wee come now to
, "" fpcake oft caumph]bmmthcrco[’
Teabaack o though it finally intend the
Callmg of the Jews, yet itis accomplithed in -~
the Converfion of thofe by Pefm Scrmon ex‘

prcﬂ'cd inthe Text, -
~The whole Booke of the A&s is d Seory ora

Regifter of the Adts of the- Apoﬂ}cs that s, of-
their Sermons, their doings, their workes, whe--

ther their Zafstusions amd Ordimances in eftabli-
thing the Church;’ or theit-eairacles wwronghtto

confirme thenr , . or their Idmum; ot theit fuffe-
rings.. Therefore if you would rezdiwith profit

this Booke of the Adls; you are to-confider in
every Chapeér of them therein, whay is recarded,

fucb joumck 4 fuch Serroons; Yach Mxraclcsd -

N
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beard shis, they were pricked ip sheiy hearss. And

and fuch fufferings. Thele arc of fingular ufe o

dire@ion for the Church of God.

In this Chapter, there aretwo As defcribed.
Fitft, their prophecging with new 3pd ftrange
‘Tongues, from ver.a. tothe end of theix 3, a;%-
fied/by many ardumeéntsy as difo by a doutdle
effe@ it wrought inthofethat heard them. Firft,

“amaZement in fome, vér. 12. .Secondly, others
-mocked and faid, Thefe men arsfull of new Wine,

The fecond A& was a Sermon of Peters, upon
that occafion, torepelland refute that calumnia-
tion of drunkennefle , which they. put upon the
Apottles, defcribed from ver.14.t0 36. In which
Scrmon the Apoftle doth prove, that they did
notthis by the [psrit ofthe Buttery, or Wine Cellar,
but by the power of the Holy Glnz,by anew Spirit
of God come uponthem, according to what was
prophefied in the Old Teftament. Now this fpirite
thus fpourcd out,the Apoftlefurther amplifies and
fets forth the giver of it, the Lord Jefus: Chrift,
asdelivered into their hands by the determinate
Counfell of God, and by them wickedly crucifi-
edand flaine, who yet notwithftanding fcts forth

~* the fame Chrift as rifing from the dead, and a-

{cending into Heaven, and having reccived the

Spirit from the Father, hee fheds it abroad to the -
ification of the Churchsfrom whence(ver.36.)

he concludes. Letthe whole houfe of Ifracl know -

_affuredly, that this Jefus whom you have crueifie

ed, isthe Lord Chrift, that this is the Meffiah,
whom they have thus crucified.- Now whesn they

fee
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~ fecthen, this Sermon of Peters isamplified by a
-threefold effc&. Firft,the humiliation of the hea-
rers, They were pricked in their hearts, ver. 37,38,
39,40. - Secondly, the Baptizing of 3000.{oules,
- that were converted upon this occafion, ver. 41.
. Thirdly, the Religious, charitablé, comfortable
-fellowfhip of thofe Converts together, ver. 42.
‘10 47. | :
- g’cc are now to fpeake of the firft of thefe
- effe@s. Andthat is the humiliation of the hearers.
" They were pricked intheir hearts; which words
- containe foure parts.
" Thekind of fpirituall afflition wherewith they 1,
- were exercifed ; pricked at the heart, »
_The effe@ of this pricking wrought in them, 2.
.a refignation of themf{elves to the Apoftles coun- 4
.fell and dire@&ion, and an humble and reverend
requeft of them to direct them whattodoe ; Men
~and “l}rethrcn, aword they had not wont to ex-
refle. :
P This humiliation is exprefled by the caufeof 3,
, it; They hearingtheir particular finnescharged
upon their foules, hearing it was Chrift they had
crucified, then they were pricked in their hearts,

This humiliation is amplified by the fubje@ 4,
perfons 5 thofe that before were amazed, and
mocked, are now pricked intheirhearts. =~

Now of the firft ; The kind of {pirituall affliGi-
on thefe hearers were exercifed with; pricked in

) thcix'bhcarts.ﬁj‘é ke of o 0 ‘7
Thewery firft worke of livingand [avipg grace, Dolirine.
- _gives 4dezlly fFrokeso the life o‘;’ﬁnfuﬂ mtireg. ’



R

. 126

Sins deadly wosnd,

A Note which I never handled herctofore,
but you fhall find it evident inthe Text,and agree-
able to the Principles of Chriftian Religion. In
the Text, thefe men that were thus pricked in
their hearts, had they received any faving grace
before? No; Some of them wereamazed: Now,

- amazed hearers , are ignorant hearers, forall a-

mazement {prings from ignorance 3 had
beene the fheepe of Chrift , they would have
knowne his voyce, 2o4.10.27. Theywerealfo
{oornfull proud hearers ; fcorning is a fruit of
pride 5 but this was the time that God intended to
fhew them ‘mercy. Now then, 'what is the firft
grace thatis wrought inthem? Afterby hearing
theyunderftood, They were pricked in their boarts;
not intheir eyes-onely , to weepe for their finncs,
not in tengue onely rocry out,but in their bearts 5
that is amertall wound to Nasure, theleaft prick of
the heart,is the death of nature, be.thepiercing of
it never fo little, the ftingof a Bee, or the prick of
aNeedle , 'the very life ofnature runs out, .and ic
cannot poffibly be healed : you mayprick a man
in thetongue, intheeye, and fave his:life; but

- «once prick the heart, & yougive:a deadly wound

ko nature jthevitals wafte prefently , much adoe
o fuftaine lifefor a moment. Secthen,thisisthe
firft worke of faving andliving grace , - an heaxt

- -owie pricked can wever be bealed; and thereforeyou

"neverreadethat God heales mans corrupt mature,
He heales not a flony hears , but takes it away, and
gives amana new heart , 'Ezok.36. 26. Prickthe
heart, and it will neverleavetrickling and 3;@-

’ , S ing,
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- ding, tillthe whole life of nature be confumed.
- I'will further open this point. Firft, let me thew

you what is meant by the heart.  Secondly, what

by pricking of the heart. - Thirdly, the Reafon,
and then the Application. .

- By the bears you muft not underftand, that
flefhly part of the body whichis the feate of life,
called Primum vivens,dr ultimum moriens. God-

ly forrow doth not kill mans bodily life, it works

notdeath, 2 Cor.7.10. But itis meant the will of
a man, whichlyesinthe heart, forastheundesr-
JStanding lyes in the head or braine , fothewillis
foated in the heart : fo as a good frame in the
heart, and wif{dome in the braine, makes a com-
pleatman. =~ =~

17

Now this heart or will of a man,is that where. .

by we chufe or refufea thing , fo the heart is ta-
~ ken, Ez¢k.36.26. Anheart of ftone,isa ftubborne

and obftinate heart or will 5 an heartof fleth, isan
heart thatistra@able, and foone pierced; now
~ then this was the piercing of the will of thefe

. hearers. ' . ~

What is it to be pricked inthe hcait. Firft, the

heart is faid tobe pricked, when it is affliced with -

thefe two principall affe@ions that are faid to
wound the heart, the one is [orrow andgriefe, and

theotheris twre, 1 7im.6.10. Then i theheart .

pricked , when God afflits it with forrow and
griefefor fin ; griefe for fin, and care for r;ﬁrmtl—
on of it. Théy were pierced with many {orrowes

- for piescing of Chrift, and care to be delivered

from that finne: there are other affeQions that

ufually-
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ufually follow thefe, as fometimes feareand trem-
bling, EXra 9.10. Sometimes fhame, ler.31.19,
Sometimes Indignation , 2 Cor.7.11. But forrow

 and care , thele mof pierce s but thefe affe@ions

never picrce the hearr, till firft hatred and loa--
thing of finne bee wrought in 2 man, Rom.7.15.
and this fprings from a change wrought in the .
will , which makes us loath our felves for our
finnes, Iob 40.3,4. and42.6: And when God
gives his people new hearts, they thall loat ) them-
felves, Ezek.36.26,32. Here is firft loathing of
finne, and our felves for fin; from whence fprings .
hatred of finne, from thence, forrow, griefe,care,
fhame and indignation for fin. )
~ Sccondly, But piercing alfo implies fomething

. more, as to exprefle it from what Surgeons are

wont tofay s They fay, all piercing of amember,
is piercing of the body that is compact together;

 Diffolutio membri vitalis, is diffolutio compofits,

Teisa diffolution of the whole frame of nature : 'If a
vitall member be wounded , it is pot poffibleto

_ healeit ; itis Diffolutio compofiti. They fay true,

that the heart and braine are the veflels of life,

and affoone. as one of thefé veflels are broken,’
thelife of man runs out like water {pilt upon the
ground, the livelieft fpirits foone evaporated,and
the lifeand blood iffues, and cannot poffibly con-

- tinue. And to this eftate of a man doth the holy

Ghott here allude ; They were wounded in that
part that was moft wita#, and by thismeanesall
that finfull life,that before was laid up inthe ftub-
barne \will , begins to trickle downe when the -

, heart -

e
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~ heartis pricke, finis dfopping and running out.

But which is more, not:onely finfull lufts, but all
affe@ionis to all outward comforts, they begin

- now to haveno minde to any of them, till God

gather up their fpirits: againe ;- but for the prefent
the world is crucified to him, G#/i 6. 7'4. Wondet

itis to fee what little yefpéct a pricked heart hath -

to the things of'this life, as thefe Converts;

wer 41, 44 they. layed themfelves levell with -

their brethrényand ndw . they. are' for-ever at 2
loffe for the-world; and all coverousinclinations
to-the world,they for ever trickle down,that leak

- 3. Look as you:fee' in ‘pricking this bodily
heatt,a maniis prefently furprifed with anguifb and
p4in, and knowes not what to doe,{o a man prick-

ed in the will or heart knowes not in the world

which way, totuinhim.; Sirs, what.muft I do¢ 50
be faved ? 4&s 16.11. he faw.now that there was
but a ftep between him and the nethermoft hell;
and therefore now, Sirs, whatmuft T doe ¢

* Taken from that fedom/hip that- we are to” have
with Chriff in his death, before, we can have fel-

Reaf. 1.

lowthip with him-in his Refurretion, Rom. 6.3 .~

t0 11, The old man mutt be ¢rucified, that hence-

forthwe may not ferve fin, but be free torighte- -

oufnefle; we muft dieso fim,and then tothe wotld,
Gal.6.14. - | BN

- Taken from the godd'plééfure of 4God in OUf Reafl 5,

Son, which cannatbe tillous firf husband be dead,
Rom, 7.3,4. Now ‘becaufe. God intends a marris
o . K . ~.age

- firftconverfion, toefpoufe and marry us unto his -
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" age Covenant betwixt Chrift and our foules, in

~ firlt converfion, lie will therefore have fin- firft

1‘4_/.. 3e

rfe1.

'. ~ vation ; otherwife let mefay thusunto thee, A

mortifiedinus,our firt husband muftly ableeding
his laft blood before we can be married toChrift,

Taken from the {harp omlﬁe;es which we in.
onr firft cofiverfion have todealewithall. As firft
we have to deale with the Ward of Gad, and thatis
fharper then 3 twe-cdged fword, Hebg.11. Itis

called gouds svd vayles, Ecclef. 12.11. Sharp. and:

keem arvomes, Pfal.45.5. Again, wehavetodeale

with our fiws,and that isa flisg, 1 Cor.15.56.And"

thefe inflamelike venome. Another fha

fite is the wrath of God againft which it is hard for.
a manto kick and fparn, 45 9.5 this is-a?kﬁg
forraw, Lem.3.65 Having thus to deale with t

fharp opjoﬁgcs, we mult needs be pricked and:

wounde _

‘Por triall of opr eftates, whether God hath.

wrought in usany firlt works of faving and tiv

graces Doft thoufindethy will- a:‘:llginelimtioa\

to dic and decay inthée,fq as that thou haft no de-

fiveor delight in fin 2 the livelieft fpirit thew haft:
to thisor that fin, isnow evaporated and wafted, .

1

and thy heart is fumithed with graces oppofite to

thofefins ; then I fay, thy hears is pierced and
wounded ; thounow refufeft, loatheft,and hateft
that fin which thy heartwas meft fet, thou.
- grieveft forit, and takeft carc how to be fbutof
if, abftzinoft from it, and art afhemed of
it: Ifithe thus with thee, thea furely God hath-

pierced thy heart, and thouartin an cftate of 2l

man:
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ntan may be pricked inthe eyeso weep for finjinthe
tongue 10 sryout for fin, inche foot beginto amend
his way 8% yet not have his heare pricked,nor have
any living or faving grace ; a manmiay be ferfill
of fitr, grow more carefall of good dygges,be more
wfull in good: wayes; atid be ndt pricked iy
hears, but onely in confeiemoe or under flanding 5 he
“may cry out of his fin as Indas did, M4, 27. 4.

.\ ut when he faw it was ¢the houre and
. power of darkncefle that Chrift was taken and
- coademaed, then washe pricked in confcience
and cricdhout bitterly, and iow would haveno re-
ward for his treafort's he was pricked in his bands,
Seet s songuey and eyes, and confcience 3 But wasthis
any good evidence that he was pricked in his
heart ? No, forhegoeson fill tochoofe fin rhad
his will been pricked , he would never have han-
ged himfelfe ; in fuch a caf¢ a man may finde a fin
too fharp for him, and yet allbe but anguithes of
confcience, the heatr ftill readyto choolé another
fin, but that is an ifl figne ; a mant may fometimes
be prickediin his fhoulder;as Hesod was, <Har.6.
20. reforme thany things, yet ftill cleave toan
- Harlot; Iehm thallrather die, then the vitall fpi-
.- ritsof his fin fhall perifh. Ifthis be thy'cafe, then
- flatter not thy felfe, thou-art yetin chie gall of bit-

_ hc:hou%ht.but to have made a jeft of betraying
Chrift, g

terneffe 5 Thou faift thou art heare-whole, thou
thankeft God, but the more isthepity 5 ifthou |

beeft heart-whole after fo- much fickdefle; and
croffes,and affli@ions, and fins, Thisis amifera-
ble wholeneffe. Forhiad faving grace feized up-

B ' Ka on



v

BRIt Sins deadly wound.

on thy wiil,thy heart would have been pierced & -
broken; but if a mans heart come to look at all fin.
as bitter, he dothnot bauk any fin, his heart choo-
feth finno more ; if hefee itis a fin, his heart re-
coyles back ggain,and clofeth.not with it 5 if there-
be no fin, bi thy heart runs from it, and thy affe-
Gtions are dying and decaying- towards them all;:
then though itmay be thou.canft not weep fo-
muchas fome mea ¢an doe for the very-prickof
confcience, norartfo forward infome duties as-.
fome are, who are but very-hypocrites, andcan-
not cry out fo much as fome can, yetifthy heart:
be dead to all fin, thoutakeft no pleafurs inany,:
but they areas bitter tothee as gall and. worme-
wood 3 Then God bath fhed abroad the firft',
work of faving grace in thy heart, and it will -
continuc filk, and this isno fmall matter of confo--
, lation..,_' . L SR
Vfea. A dire&ion and advertifement to fiich as yet:
- finde their hearts whole and unbrokens Take -
heed how you content your felves infucha con- .
ditien. Confider whatour Saviour faid to:Sas/;
Tt.is hardto kick againfi-+he pricks, to dafh the na-’
- ked foule againft the curfe and wrath of God is an
hard bufipefle, and fo it is for.thefe men, to per-'
~ fecute the. Lord of life to the death 5 biit many.a
man thatgoes onin fin, faith, he feeles no fuch™ 1
hard work in fin;but thou wilt feeleat thelaft,that:
it hath beenbut dathing againft prieks, and: if not-
in.this world,: then with more horrour in ano-:
thers you little: know what anguith of foule for.
finne meanes 3 Canyou provoke God to angcré:
. . : anda. :

A |
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and not: your felves to confufion ¢

_Of-exhortation to every foulethat is in an)" Ffe 3.

- mealure pierced in heart with fenfe of fin 3 Think

not thy felfe undone, judge righteous judgement, -

ot ifitbe the cafe of any of thy friends, fay not
they areundone, he hath now no mifde to the
‘world 3 but not fo: if with pricking of confcience,
the heart be pricked too, then feare him not, God

'will gathegup' his [pirit to his.calling again: If .

therefore: your hearts: be broken, bleffe God on
thatbehalfe, it isthe beft newes that ever came to
-yous When:God comes to redeeme. a finner
fromfin,-and the. punifbment. of it, he .will not
.congent himfelfe with the confcience,” or mouth,
‘or eyies, bax, the chic@ifpatt of the foule muft lie
at ftake for it, before. him, he will have finbleed
tothedeath. WhenGodhad threatned Nimeve
with deftruition, itwould not have prevailed with

" God to prevent the punithmient, if allthe Harlots - -

of the Countrey had come and humbled them-
felves before him,but the X/sg muft humble him-

 felfeto theduft'; The heéart of a man is the princi- - W
pall faculey of the foule, it rules all, it fets hand

andtongue,all within, and all withoutawork.
Now becaufe the will is'principal in the foul,then
if God meane we fhall be faved, he will have the
incjpall part of the foule to. lie. in the duft, the
divelicft corruption muft ttickle downeupon the
ground; therefote be contenttoftoop toit,and be
gladyoupmay.- = = - |

of driving mayles to the head, not to the confci-
L . ‘ K3 : caces,

" "Toteach Minifters not to be aftaid fometimes
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ences, but to the hearts of finners. Therearea ge-
neration of Preachers that would now haveno
Lawpteached, but now onely to draw men on !
to Chrift, bﬁothc love of Chrift. Itistrue, this
we fhould labeur to doe,but how muft we doe it ¢
Doe you-think God will marry usto Chrift, be-
fore our firft husband be dead ¢ unlefle the finfull
- hearts of men be pricked, unleffe the proud, wan-
ton, and ftubborn heart be pierced and wounded
tothedeath? Therefore there is nohope of fal-
wvation unlefle it be thus with you. Why, you fay,
But he did but here preach, and they heare the
‘Gofpel. Itistrue, I granta man may preach the
‘Gofpel,and wound mens fouls as much as by the
Laws but yetknow thisilie preached the Gofpel |
Jegally,not :h?nmife; of the Gofpel, but the du-
#s¢s of the Gofpel, and cheir fins againft the Go-
{pel,convincing them that they'had finned againft
- she Lord of Life, and Glory. Thisis preachingof -
~ the Gofpel legally,and afpeciall meanes to pierce
- the heartsof men. B
Pfe 5. . OF confolation to all thofe foules that have
.. found their hearts pricked + Many afoule is trou-
bled becaufe it cannotweep for fin, but if you can
but finde your hearts broken and departing from
{in , if your hearts fitloofe from fin, and refufe alt
fin, onc finas well as another, if God give theea -
heart toavoid fin, and to doe that which isgood |
inhis fight, if the life of thy fin decayes, thea ‘
blefled art thou of the Lord, Chrift hath fethis .
" ftampupon'thee, and will challenge thee for his

oW, )
’ : _This

e
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This may ferveforanufe of exhortation to eve-

ry foule of us whofe fouleshave been pierced and
pricked, that you freely let them run and bleed .

Atill 5 never daub up thewound, let it for everbe
bleeding ; praynotfo muchto God for the hea-
ling of your hearts,as intreat hisnto crcate anew
“heartinyou,Ezek.36.26. By no meancs reftraine
the iffue of fin, butif your heart beonce pierced,

letit then for ever bleed.. So farreasterroursmay

~ hinder the peace of your confciences, labour to
heale that 5 - But you that love thie Lord hate evil,
Pfal.97.10. Bee fure you for ever keep the hicart
opento any charitable émployment,’ for the re-
frefhment of your poorebrethren, as thefe pierced
heaitsin the Texedid, they diftriboted what they
had according as évery man had peed, and th

wercthen full ofthe holy Ghoft, and did eattheir
" bread, not with churdifhnefle, but with gladneffe
and fingleneffe of heart,: 'What:would it profita
man to winthe whole'world, andtolofe his own

~ foule? Confider ittherefore,{fo much as God hath

pricked thy heart, fo much it fies loofe from the

vfe6.

world;an heart once pievced would thinkita bafe - -

to talk of charges when it comes to lay outits

- gﬁa:tc for his brethrens neceffitics ; Thereforelet -

 your heares for ever run freely to all good offices
~ inthebehalfe of your brethren. |

~

. K4 = AcTts
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- Nowwhenthey beard this, &re.

E E come now to a fecond point here
} exprefled from the effe@ of this
.- pricking of the heart, it wrought in
the hearers :. They faid to Perer and

WERN?  the reft of the Apoftles,Men and bie-
thren, what fhall we doe ? From whence obferve’
this note : N U T
. Tihat 3t:45.8 ook ewidence of anheart pricked and
[Brinkiedwith a faving and kindly fenfeof fin; when
we begivente love andrefpect thafe Chiiftians whom

we bave defpifed; yea pven fuchms have wounded us,

and arewilling tocoqiive of thews the - way of falva:
'th, and 0 refigns. up 'ony-hents so.bee direcied by
" m..‘ ;j',?. P IE T S ST P AP o

... Tpueall thcfc»téééfﬁéf;zﬁeéaﬁfc.ihéy areallin-

cluded. id: the ‘effet which:this pricking of the

heart s wrought-in-thefe-heatess. - You: fee: that™. - |

whereas beforethey: derided them, 4.12;13. naw
they havelaid afide their fcorning; arid now come
to them with refpeét and reverence, Men a6d Bre.-

- thren: See what a fudden change is wroughtin

them,now they think the Apoftles know the way
better how to be faved then themfelves, and let
the Apoftles fay but what they would have them™
to doe, and they are willing to be direéted by

thcm; ‘

.
— e
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them; they bid them repent and be baptized, and
theydidfo, and there was addedto the Church
three thoufand foules. See what a workea prick- -
ed heart will reach to ; In fuch acafe, a man will
lay downe all his [corning, and fallto reverencing
them, whom they had fcorned before ; now they
refigned themfelves wholly into the hands of
thefe men, tofet them a courfe to be faved.

Takea man whofe heart is pricked,and he pre-
fently finds fuch anguifh inhis principall vitall
‘parts, that heforthwith cryes out for help; See,
my lifelyes ableeding,what might I do, if it were

_ poffibleto fave life ¢ - Thefe men at firft, did not
.alittle wonderto hearethe Apoftles fpeake with
~ ftrange Tongues, ver. 12. and mee thinksit isas
great a wonderto fee this fudden change ( by a
__word fpeaking:)See in them, what a néw tongue,
a pricked heart will' worke. - 'The fame men that
even now faid ,’ the Apoftles were full of the fpi-
ritof Wine'; now they fpeake the language of
Canaan: before debaweht Ruffians ; now ; caen
and Brethren ;' A word, they had not beene won-
. ted to: they that before mocked at new Tongues,
had.now themfelves gotten new Tongues; and
it was a greater. Miracle to have fuch words.in
their mouths , then toheare the Apoftles fpeake
all the principall Languages inthe world. A man
may have all giftsof Tongues, and yet his heare
Noas corrupt as ever.; but if the heart be pricked, he
.~ knowes now how to fay, Men dnd Brethren,what '
fhall I doeto be faved ¢ herc is.a worke that men
may wonder'at,” Thelike you fecin Pawi, when
: con-
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convinced, CA&s 9.6. Whe ars thou Lord ? Hee
could then acknowledge him fors Lerd'; And
now Lord, What wilt thou haveme todee ? And -
though our Saviour tell him not whatto doe, 'he

. fentoneto him ; yet before (Amasias cameto
him, {for hee came nottillchree dayesafter) Pawf
‘had learned what to doe : he that had heene abla-
{phémous wretch', behold now hegrayes, andfo
hath done three dayes andthree nights together.
What a blafphemer got.a tongue and an heart to

| pray¢{eec what a pricked heart can doe;now there.

. fore ftand and wonderat it; Lord,faith _ananiqr,
1have beard ofmuch evill that man hath done 5 Itis
true, but talke no more of that, Now be prayes, and
I will fhew him, what greac things he thall fuffer
for my Names fake : here are the compa@ vitals
of nature diffolved,& gracefpringsafreth. So the
Jaylor, 4¢#s 16. He fcourged Pasland Sile,made
them full of wounds, put them in'the dungeon,
{et their feet in the ﬁocts, but ver. 29. 30. when
hethought they had hesW@%fcaped, and had like
to have killed himfelfe, Paslcryed out unto him,
and that word {o pierced his heart, that he comes
in trembling ; ang now, Sirs, Whasouft I doeto be

faved? And he beleeved immediately, and was
Baptized 5 and fuch a wonderfull change dotha -
gx;ickcd heart make 5 of thofe very men, whom
fore he fcourged and put inthe dungeon, now
they aré kiper, Lords 5 any reverence now litle
enoughto fhew them, fuch worke makes a prick-
ed heart whereever it is. ‘ - O
Reaf. 1. Taken from the glorious prefenceof God,a .
' ‘_ picrced -
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pierced heart finds in thofe that have beene the
Infiruments of their wounding, which biads a
~man hand and foot, and fo dazels him that he

knowes not whitherto goe fromthem, nor can he
' feckefor otherhelpe, 1 €or.14.3.24,25. Being
convinced by you,he will fall dowae and fay,God
& inyon of a truth, Seewhat aprefence of God, a

. foule difcernes to be inthem , who have convin-
ced it of fin, hath layed open the fecret clofet of

his foule, they fee' there is the gate of Heaven.
Thefe men, though at firft they little thought it,
- yet they now fee, God is there of a truth ; had
not God dire@ed them, they would not have hit
our-heart {o right; Thou haft the word of eternall
life, abd whither fhould we goe ¢ 105.6.68. The
.. Womanof Samaria , though at firft fhe fcoffed,
yet when fhee perceived Chrift was a Prophet,
Ieh.4.17.30.then fhe fell to queftion him, about
the maine point of Religion , and leaves him not,
untill fhe be fetled in Gods peace,becaufe fhe faw
. Gods prefence with him,

" Taken from the attra&ive drawing power that Re;fz;

is found in the word of truth, and goodnefle of
the Gofpell of Chrift, what everit takes hold on,

itdrawes it after it, and therefore is compared to

adraw Net, Mas.13. Luke 1o, Andit isfaid of

our Saviour . :the people heard him stentinely;

Luke 15.48. Inthe Originallitis, They Aung spos
kis lips 3. What he [pake, was as fo many drags to

draw them to hearkento him ; and efpecially the

. Gofpell of Chrift crucified , 76b, 12. 32. Thefe
~ words havea mighty drawing power, itis the na-

ture
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Reaf. 3.

ture of the Word, to draw men neerer to Chrift.
Taken from the fecret hope which God doth

inftill into the hearts of all fuch as are pierced,

~ that there is a way for their healing, though the

know it not; they have anopinion, thatthofe that

wound them can heale them, and mott likely:co

. fupply them with helpe. Hofea 2.14,15. Hee will

[peaketo her bears piercing and finking words, and
will gidse her the Valley of Achor for a doore of hepe.
Thatwasthe Valley where «dchan was ftoned to

death, Iofbwa 7.24,27. It fignifies trouble ; fo that

even .the Valley of trouble, when God fpeakes
trouble unto his children, hee givesthem hope of
deliverance from their very troubles ; fo:ithat

- whenamans heartis caft downe, and. God cafts

© Vfer.

threatnings atus, as ftones about our eares, - yet -

this alley of treuble , God gives us as 4 doore of

hope. See by the Ninevites , Who knowes-bus God -

may [avews ? Ionas 3.9. They conceived a poffis
bility that God might be content topardon,

Tofhew thereisa difference betweene aprick~ .

- edbeart,and a pricked confcience. Generally Chri-

ftians confound thefc two ; -and fhuffle them up
togethet, as if they were both ‘one, but indeed

~ they. much differ 5 . and ‘without a difcerning

whereof, ‘aoy a peote foule may be fwallowed

up‘cither by difpaire onthe onehand, orpre-

* {umption on the other; it isone of the hardeft

ints inthe practife of Chriftianity. Now there-
E;)rc obferve the paflage of Gods grace in the
heaits of his people. Confider whatIfay,and the
Lord give you underftanding inall things, -

They

W
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A 2. Caufes. ‘
They differin their<3. Objeés, about' which
o they are converfant.
L . C4. Remedies. '
. Pirft, See their difference in the effe@sbetwixt -
apricked beart, and a pricked confiience.

Thereare foure effe@s in which they differ.

Firft, The pricking of the heartdoth foften and ‘

 fweetentheheart, to awife amiablene(fe, and loving .

refpect antothofethar have piercedthem, andto all’

fuch as they bee ; and drawes. them to an earneft’

defire of feltovwhip:with them. . Thefemen in the-
"Text., they were pricked in their hearts, and to:
whom did they goe for remedy ¢ not to the great:
Rabbins of their times; fhould not the Priefts
lips prefetve knowledge? «Malizi7.. Were they .

- not better ftudied'men , and better read in Mofés:

and the Prophets,then thefenew Dilciples werez®
No. - But they rightly difcerned thele were not.
the men that could any way helps them, thefe:
men had fet themaworke:to crucifie Chrift'’;. the.
Priefts had per{ivaded them to aske Barabbas,and :
to crucifie Jefus. Now they feeing their hearts

pierced, fordoing what the Priefts bad them do,
“1t-was not likely they fhould healethat wound,:

but fhould rather ddube with them,and tell them,

Chrift was but a déluder, ‘and that they had done -

well to hang him'up out of the way.; therefore:
now, they willnot comeat them .::and there is'
not indeed a moré evident figne'that a mandallies-

- withi his foule, then when he goes away. from..

thofe -
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" thofe Minifters that have wousded him, and ad.

- when edbabisonely pric

vife with others that will deale more favouirably
with' him , and take counfelt of them who are
guilty of the fame finne themfelves ; but thefe
poore men wifely difcerned, that the Scribesand
Pharifces are-not for theis purpofé, bur thefe ifen

that wounded them, were the mo#t likely toheale
them ; they lookenotat them as their encmies,
fior doe they conteft with them ; whet meant
they to be perfonall intheir application; but thefe
looke not at it,as the wound of an enemy, but asa

. beothet, catew and Breshren. But now mcafe the
- confciencealonchad beene pricked, why thena -

man, by his good will, would conve nomoreto
fuchmen as have wounded him, and it will bea
burden tohim , ifby his calling' he be forced to
live under fuchra Miniftery : Elish his Miniftery -
wrought upon wAbab, ta caufe him to humble

himfelfe, 1 Xing.21.29. but did he nowlove E-

hiabthebetter, or any fuchas Elishwas ¢ No; he
never methim, but with fome bafe falutation 5

Art thow he that treubles Iffeel? 1 King. 18.17.

~ andchap2s.8. Heff thms me, O mine ewemey?

And when he hiad a- weighty bufinefle in hand, -
did he fend for Ehsh.tocounfell him # Noswhen
he cals afolemne Syzod: of foure hundred Pro-
phets, Eliakis none of them I warrantyou : and

1fbutone Michals, e hatestim ; and why fo #

becanfe ke newer s bim. Sothat
g kegx:gaféicncc, he

will not fend to E/ab for counfell, but if any nran:
wound him, he fhall be the man of hxshatrlcd,k he
» . lookes

e
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“heart from any ouwcward comfort, Pfal.102.4. His
heart was fo {mixten:, that he forgosro sas bread 5

i

Jookes at fuch as wound him, asif hee ftabbed

daggers at his heart, and foute hundred men fhall - -

be fent for, before one of them. * Sew! was often
pricked in his confcience, and therefore whenan

* evill fpirit of bondage came upo him, and vexed
his confcience, and Devid came into play before

him, to mitigatethe fenfeofanguifl, he thought
with a Javelin. tobave nayled himto the walls a

" nrickof confcience is fieree and furious , full of

R lly and defperave madneffe. Pelix is conrent to
héare PanlPreach , and trembles to heare him
preffe fuch arguments , «#&s 24.15.. A wound

. therewas in his.confcience, bue what came of it 2
Why, Geetbymay, faithhe to-Pavi, andwhenl =
Bavecomvenient time, Twill fend for thee; ‘but he
never heard-him more: This is the manier of -

copleience firack with feare, and gricfe 5 Ao rofs
24n bears , and's pievoed-conflisnce ever goo toge.

- thers. . o : .
. Afecond difference in the offé&:is. this. Take:

an heart thae is pricked, and it is wrought to-
mmd affeFiom, f'rmom notonely imdihmﬁ;
&iens, 1o the profits and pleafurcs of this world 5
but ia truth fometimes, from the lawfwXnfe of law-
fhlt thipgs s it will cake offthe largeneffeof a mans.

foasifhis Wife. and Children fhould not come
and prayr him o eat; he would negle& to eat 5 his.
heartis {miteen, he knowes not whattodoe : as.
thefo men herein the Text , mo minde to any
worldly thing,now fllall they have,and be hcfl{l—!‘

2.
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full to their poore brethren, weaned from all the
comforts of this life. But take a man with a prick-
‘ed con{cience onely,, and he is fo far from'being
weaned from this thing, as that he will plunge
himfelfe deeper into them; he thinks thatifhe fill
himfelfe with bufinefle , - or merry company,; it
-will drive dway heart qualmes ; as Caimto marry-
ing, and then to building of Cities., Gen. 4. 17.
Saulto Mufique, t Sam.16.17. A pricked confci:
ence for the moftpart, leaves a man meore cager
afterthe world , which a pierced hedrt.dare not

meddle withs he finds he hath finned bitterlya- -
gainft God, and now God hath forfaken him,and
therefore unleffe he can fee Gods favour vouch- -

fated to hiay,- hee'can finde o relithinanything

under Heaven, he goes -about any bufinelle like

a man without an heart, - And as a pricked heart is

thus weaned from outward comforts{o efpecial- .-

ly from fin,which a pierced confcience will never
weanea man from: A’ piérced heart ‘letsout the
np{ more with1dsls ? Yea a pierced heart fo far
fals out with his fin, that he hates the very oecafi«
enthat may bring fin into his miad,it is loathfome

heartblood of fin ; Hof. 14.3. ‘What have 110 dre

to him 5 asa man that hath drunke a cup of poy==

fon that almoft killed him, he ever hates,notone~

ly the poyfon, but the-very owp in which it was

brought to him:fo is it with a man that hath beene - -
- pierced in heart for finne, -he not-onely throwes -

away the 7dsls , but the coftly coverings, Elay 30.

23. How pleafant {oever fuch things were to himy

before, yet now he loathes and hatesthemialk:

But

I

]
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But now take a man thar is but pricked in confci-
ence onely, it makes him more defperately fin-
full. 7er.2.25. They haveloved ftrangers; and
afierthem they will goe 5 as men fometimes woun-
dedin confcience , he finds plainly, fuch whore-'
domeand drunkennefle is the way to damnation 5
but well, if I muftbe damned, let me be damned
for fomething ; if } muft be damned for hating
Godaad his- Ordinances, -1 will hate them yet
meorc. Sawd was fometimes wounded with Davids
kindne(le, 1 S4m.14.16. He melts (as fometimes

apricked confeience: will doe ata Sermon) and -

wept, fo asyou would have thought his heart had
melted, -butit was but onely. his confcience that
was pricked ; David durft not truft him for all
‘that : And fhortly after that, Saw! went ouit with
three thoufand chofenmen to takehim 3 David
againe had himin hishand, 1 S$am. 26. 1,2. then

his bowels meleed againe , and he was wounded; . .

and tels David he would not hurt him, but it was
no trufting of him notwithftanding ;* This David
- feared, that he fhould one day perifh by the hand
of Sanl, chap.27.1. Sothataman may bepricked

inconfcience, dnd daube it over againe, and be |
- never a whit.the more weaned from fin by its .

whereas now thefe men that are pricked in heart,

will they ever crucifie Chrift againe, or joyne

with hypocrites againft the Enoplc of God more ¢

Nos They will rather fell all

to the poore members of Chrift , fecing th

have pierced their head and Mafter , now let all

goe, We muft take anothc£ courfe : Buta pricked
. : - con-

P

they have, and give -
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confcience will clofe with fin again upon thenext

occafion. It may be he will vomit all out, con-
fefle itall, but when once confcience is quieted

- upon this confeflion, he will take up the fame

wickednefle again. P

. A third difference in the cffeét is this ;- The
pricking of the heart bsmbles a mans {pirit, fo as
now he is content to ftoop. to his underlings,
though contemptible ta him before, yet now wil-
fing to be taught by them; Thefe men in the
Text enquirec of the Apoftles the way to falvation.
wApebos doubtlefle was a' man pricked in heart,

" whenhe ftoopes to learn of a peore Tent-maker

and his wife, L4 18.26,° But take you & man

~ pricked inconfcience, he is like the Scribes and
Pharifces, when the bfljnde manat}_fwercd th _

with a mi ower of agracious{pirit, and- SR
\ gbtyj %mew.not‘wh’at‘!o-fay '

them tothe:wall, thatcth hateo

they [aid, Thaw art alsagesher barne in fin, anid wilk
shos teach ms 7 And thereupon they :excommu-
nicate him, Zob. 9.34. When 2 poore Chriftian
is able to teach great Scholars their owne experi-
ences, they will not endure tobe taught by them ;
A prickt confcience is presd.and fubborn, and will

not ftoop todeny it felfe fo much, or ftoop fo-
- low,asto be taught by fuchLeather-coats & faw-

¢y Tradef-men; Thefe are proud conceited men;
onely a pricke heart can tell how to come fo
poore men, with a Men and Brethress You are
acquainted with forrow for fin, aad have known
the terrours of the Lord ; What thall fuch 2 one
asIdoe;that Imightbefavede - .

> 4. Ano-
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4. Another difference in the cffect is this:
"Thefe men being pricked in heart, it did pen and
inlar ge their pearts, to. be willing to doe or fuffer
any thing, thacthefe Apoftles fhall direét them
to.. They knew therm not to be Apoftles, they
knew they were Fifhefmen:, poore meane mens
yetto thefe menthey come, and thar with anin.
lasged heart, «3des and Brabrev, what . [bakl
wedee ? Set-ug but 4 coutfe, and we will follow
your direction 5 Say but whit we fhall doe, and

weare for yous Se it was with Pané, he wasa

man that had great priviledges; 2 Fharifce, an
Hebrew: of the Hebré¢wes, a man unsebukable,
touching the righteoulinefle witch-is of the
Laws but when once his heart is pricked, 1
couns shem allowt [offe and dwwg 5 he was notata
lofle: g0 part with-any thing for Cheift, PAdL. 3.
8.8 _s¢Fs 20.2%,20. F-paffe notus al, though
I kugw bonds and affiiclions abide me every whires
They fhall neither hiader his courfe; nor his
_joy in, hig’ courfe 2 See she fiame of a picrced
heart, there s nothing, to be done, nothing tobe
fuffered ;5 he paffes not if be doe any thing, ifit
fhall beto lebour and fuffer more abwmdansdy shiew
they all; 1 Cor.15. 10, I

. .This isthe cafe’'of. a’picfccdf heare 3 bus: v(vi‘ﬂa :
pricked canfriencedoc as mucli¢ A confcience -

amely pricked # For fo you miuft undeiftand, con-
fcience lies in the judgement, as the wiltdothin
the hearts if the heart be pricks, then the judge-
meas and . gonfeience is pricked atfo; bet the
judgement and cbn[cicn'ch may be wounded, and
b 2 yet
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,?ct nottheheart 5 youmay lead a wounded con-.

cience agood way, butnot farre enough. There

- cohiesa rich young-man to our Saviour; and he

would know what he might doc-toinberit erernall
life,Matth.19.17.10 22. The Comniandements be
bad kept from bis youth, a figne he had made con-
fcience of his wayes. But now Goe fell all that thos

. haft, and give tothe poore; and our Saviour cals not

every rich man to this, but he waspleafed totry -
him, had he offered it, as a man whofe heart had
been pricked, he would have letall goe, had it

 been thoufands for his hundreds, but his confci-

~ - ence being onely picrced, he was forely puttoit,

“or heareo

and went away ﬁrrowﬁv{; had his heart been prick-
ed, he weald have negle@ed his daily bread," his
eftate, wife, children,and all he had : Mathew

- the Publicane, he fuddenly leaves all, and ‘{:o_ﬂaye;

Chrift, Lakes.28.Zacchess gives away half his
oods, Luke 19.28. But this young-man havi
ut onely his confcience pricked, fee how ftrait
heis, fee how clofely he girts to himfelfthecom- -
forts of thislife.So 4nanias and Sapphiradeube-
Yefs they were pricked in confcience, for other-
wife they would not have given up-theitnames -

“amongft the Difciples, but becaufe their hearts

were not pierced, they kept back part oftheir
eftate; they:could not tell how to live upon the
Almes-basket wholly : Confider therefore of this
thing, th?’ are points you doe not ufually reade

, andyet of due and ferious confidera-
tion, and fuch as unleffe youwilely diftinguith in
theparticulars of them, you will be much decc&-’
| ' o ve
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ved mthccﬁate of your own hcarts; takc hccd
you reft not in bate confCience work, withoue afl’
‘heart work 5 here are new foundations aud princi-
-plesto be Taid s ; you have heard- many precious
differences between worldly and gog' ly forrow,
but this is fomewhat 2 diftinét forrow from

- worldly, forthis is {pirituall forrow : though you
havefpirituall forrow, and fpirituall paine, yet

thisisnotityoumuft fatxsﬁc your felves in,for by
-reafon of the piercing of your- confcncnce, your
{pirits may be put to much- exercife; and yet the

. .heartnot fo much astouched, -and lcavcthy con-

dicionvery dangcrous. C

_;%aaﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁa&aﬁg$

“ACTSs 2. '37.
And ’wben tbq beard tbu',(‘fc

;£ "WX‘:& Ow e cometo fpcaTk ofthe dxffcrcncc dod
. AN 5. betwixra pricked heart,;and a prick: ya
.ed canfcience, asthey differ inthei /7 ¢ 2“‘”‘
oo caufes. The pricking of the heart sz e
o, the-immediaté;work' of God him- celeario
- ﬁfc Hc i«;cps thatin-his own hands totemper 4 a /n'w/a:(
e heaus.of the fors-of i ‘men; éfpecially’ in'this
kinde when it comes'to ercing and- woundinig, 7w ecer ee
Hofeq'1 3.8. You wohld thirik it were theftroak of Ae srecar e
. anenemy; 4 will meat thee as 4 Bedre vobbed of ber d al ¢
' wb: p{, L will. rend.the cauly of thy heart 5 and VA f" b
. c tyon ouldthmk God did thisin wrath withs W“ ond.

:L_ ) Out
?%fr'tww /éi/ét—/ st Jherst J/ro-wéé & ,/A«“ 6,
ol demasecl,. ﬂvémézna&uwa AL g Ll eaf
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- out mercy, reade ver.g. 0b 1fracl thou baft deftray-
ed thy [elfe, but in me s thy help. God goes about
a work of falvation, eventhen when he tearesand
rends the heare: fo that look whatever lies moft
clofe and neareft 2 mans heart , when God
comes to fave, he will make a man fic loofe from
that which before he could not be reclaimed

from;he will not fufferany thing to harbour there,
that fhall liftupit felf againt him, Ezek.36.26.d°
. Pre.21.1. He turneth the heart which way foever
it pleafeth him ;5 Men may changé ourminds, by
giving us better reafons for things then we difcer-
ned before,and may alter our judgements and opi-
nions by ftrength of Reafon, or affe@ion to the
contrary, butno man is able to change the Aears
but onely God: He bath hss chaire in Heaven, thas
[peakes to mens heartsy but for pricking the confci-
ence, the Devill ¢an reachthat, and fo can his In-
ftruments. Notable isthat place, Revel, 9.1.t0 6.
Trisalively defcription of the: Friers & Pricftsof
the Church of Rome , - being let out of the bot-
tomlefle pit of ignorance and datknefle, in which
" their Religion washatchied 5 they had a mighty

., power, by prefling the terrors of the Law, to
‘worke terror ‘upon: the confciences of their hea-
rers , who thereby were fo ftung with feare of
hell, thattheylonged for death rather thenlife,
and willingly gave away all that ever they had, |
underpretence of faving their foules by the merit =
of their l_gcmd wortkes ; this was nothing but a
worke of Satan, fetting on-their Miniftery upon

- the confciences. of the people : “it was. Saaan,bl
L oubt
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‘doubt not,that vexed the confcience of 2ob,lb 13,

14.36. lobapplies it to God , as if-he had fpoken

bitterthings againft him 5 but the cruthis, had -

God done i, it had beene by a fpirit of bondage;
now the children of God receive not the fpirit of
bondageto feare again,afterthey once knowGod
tabe t%tif. Father, Raw, 8.15. Ifthercfore 2ob, or
any other true Chriftian, as Devid, or Hezekiah,
complaine of their eftates, it s not from God,but
from Satan ; Itis ufuall with Zeb to afcribe that to
- Gods.hand, which indeed was Satans, at left im-

mediatly, as the Joff¢ of hischildren and cartell 5 |

& foitis snthiscafe : It is true,Satans worke was

direed by Gad 3 but otherwife itis poffible for -

- Satanfoto buffetour minds, by reprefenting to
- ysthepumber and burden of our fins, and foto
hide the face of God from us, and the promifes
and former expericnces , as that wee can fee no-
thing but wrath and eamity id the prefence of the

- - Lord, thowgh even thep Gods favour was to-

" wards Zek as muchas ever;Heis one and the fame

and changeth not, opely he fuffers Satan to caft -

3 mift betweene the face of God,, and the confi-
ence of . Confcience may be ftung whea the

heartis nat, but be ftill asit wasbefore, and nei--

therbeteer mor worfe for this werke of Satan, -

- Thirdly, Asthey differ in the effects and cau-
fes,foalfo in the obje& about which they are ¢3-
~ wer{ant, When theconfcienceisoncly pricke,you-
fhall heare him exprefle himfelfe on this. wife ;

O. will the confcience fay., What, honourable

here , and .mifctablg-foi ever hereafter ¢ Rich-

4 o hcrc’
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>hcrc, and forever rejected hereafter ¢ Beautifull
here, and burning for ever hereafter ¢ pleafant,

-and cheerefull here, and for ever in torment here-

after ¢ fuch burthens the confcience layes upon
the foule of fuch a one ;5 All the complaint of
conlcience will never looke farther then the
wrath of God,prefent anguifh, and feare of future
wrath in “another world. Did you ewer know any
forrow like my [errow? Lam.1.12. This is thecom-
plaint of ‘a pierced confcience 5 Never faw you
creature in fuch anguith as Tam. ~But take a piet-
ced heart,he refts notin thefe complaints,(though

" thefe he have) but it will turne the courfe of thefe
complaints quite another way : He complaines |

afterthis fort 5 Did you ever know (will he fay)a

- foule followed with fo many mercies, - fo much

honour, and wealth, and peace , ‘that ever was fo
unthankfull as Iam ¢ whom God hath followed
with {o many croffes and fickneflesas I, and yet
continue tothis day fo ftubbofne as T havedone ¢

Did you ever know any that ever had fuch expe-

rience; and made a profeffion folong, and yetno

more affured of falvation then I am ¢, Did you

ever know any that was redeemed by the blood'
of Chrift, that yettothis day livesa flave and fer-

‘vant to fo many ftrong and noyfome lufts s fuch’

pride'and prophaneneffe, and fenflefneffe of
heart 2 Did you ever know any that hath beene:
called to grace, fo carried captive to the things of
this life, as Iam ¢ Did you ever kitéw any falt a-
gaine and againe into thefame finnes, as I have.

done? Did you ever know a poorecreature thatto
e : - ~ this

S
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this day can pray rio mere feelingly, ‘nor feeeive
no more beleevingly, then I-doe ¢ So asthere is

abroad difference in the objec of their griefe,a

 pierced confcience grieves for fenfe of anguifh

but a pierced heart, chiefly for fulnefle of fin, and
weakneffe, and want of grace.” I complaints be
onely in regard of the terrors of Gad,, it isto be¢
doubted there is nothing but a pierced' conlci-
ence;apierced heartiffues out more fenfible expo-
ftulations to God,& confeflions to their brethren.
- Againe there is this difference in their com-
plaint fortheir finne; s well as for their gricfe. If

a pierced confcience complaine of finti¢, it onely

complaities of fuch finnes as puts him to prefent
anguifh, asit was;with Tudias, cMat.27.4,5. had
it beene'any mibié, he'would have complained of
murder, and defpairé of mercy &c. - but he rulhes
upon felfé murder, and defpaire; Now hada pier-

* ced heart complained , it would notonely have .

complajned o treafon , but of the pride of its
hearr, that would not {uffer him to be patient un-
der Gods hand; a pierced heart complaines of
* one fin as well as another', -and efchewes oneifin-

is well as another , Pfak. 119.128. 1'hate every

falfe ways He counts all the words of God to be
thoft pure, and what ever croffes the word of*
_God, thathe hates. - - Lo o

" Finally,they differ in their cutes and remedies,

apierced confcience may be cured fundry wayes,
by whicha pierced heart cannot. L
Firft, a pierced confcience may be cured by

fore of worldly bufine(Je and cares, and fenfuslilufts,
- : the
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the Thorny foyle went beyond the ftony : the
thorny foyle was pierced, Jer.4.3. A man may be
humbled in confcience, {0 as you would thinkhe
made confcience of all his wayes , bot inthe end
the world choakes him, Zuke 8,14. Butall the
bleflings of. this world cannot choake an honeft
anda gaod heart, Cant,8.7. Though he be com.
paffed ghout with abundance of honors and plea-
fures, he can find no comfort in them, till God,

. bavehealed hisheart,

2, Sometimes prickes of confcience will bee
healed by ¢4t of time. Ahab for three yeares
durft not uadertake any warre, hecaufe of the
threatning of the Prophet, 1 King: 21, 39.andin
the firft warschemade, hedyed, 1 King.22.1..

- His confciéncs was now daubed and {mothereds:

traék of time wi fometimes healefuch anguithes.,
So Sesl, 1.S4m.24.17,18. and chap, 26.3. butit

. i nt fa with a pierced heart,it aever leaves bray-

ing afterthe Lord, Pfal.43.1,2. a8d 84.3.and 34.
5,6. My foule s athirlt for God, He willwait, tilk
M“f‘m‘;]@blécxll-o_ . l' 5o

'3, Againe, conlcience may be healed bythe
pexformance of [sme dusi¢s 3 fametimes confcience
checksa man for fuch and fuch finnes,and for the
negle@ of fuch duties y now it will not let him
reft till fuch fins be laid afide, and fuch duties per-
formed. ‘Herodreverenced Ioh» , and heard Em '
gladly s but yet the picrced heart isnot {atisfied in_
any dutics, though fometiraes of bumiliation,

~ feckebim in every Qrdinance, in feafon and eut

of “feafon ;. yet the gaod foule will fill fecke.

Chl’iﬁ, -' » ‘ !
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Chrift, and never leave il fhe find him, Canr. 3.

1,2,3. An hé¢art wounded will never be healed,

but by the fame hand thar wounded it5 not foa
prickt confcience. . But when I fay a pricked ton-
fcience will be healed, I fpeake -nof propetly, its
true 3 fometimes a manis {2id to heéale a man that
kils him out-right , he feeles no more paine; foa
man while confcience is dead, lyes wounded with
the fting of fin., it fenfe of the difpleafure of the
moft High. Confcience may fall into the hands
of fuch worldly bufineffe, &c. asmay kill 2 man

out-right , and confcience ftirs nomore; oncly
a pierced heart is fenfible,into whofe hand foever -

itfals § it is not healed by anything, butby the
blood of the bleffd B edeemer, and thie life ofthe

Spiritof %tacc , endbling him in fome meafure to

walke before God in the land of the living.
Of exhortation, to every Chriftian that knows
what it is to be pierced in heart,, to-pity theeftard

of fuch poore foules, as know no in the world

what to doe;if youfce the bodily heart wounded,
and the mari fwounding and dying, how ready
will every one be to run any way to helpe him ¢
when we fee his countenance changed , his {pirit
finking , and the whole man falling flat downe,
exery one would gladly take any courfe to. helpe
him : Truly thereis not any poore Chriftian, but
when he comes home to God,isin this very cafe;
- heart deje@ed , fpirik caft downe, muchadoeto
formerey, réady to complaine'toany ; How
fhould this flir us upin fuch a cafe, to-be helpfull
to them to our beftendeavours? If weefaw our
enemies

Vler.
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enemies Afle falliﬁg under hisburthen, we ought

tohelp him', Deut. 22. 4. and thall wee fee our

brethren and fifters fall under. the burthen, not-

onelyof anaccufing confcience,but of a wounded
hearcz the: Lord fpeakes terror and wrath, and
layesthe burthen of a mansfinne upon his back 5
then Have pityupon me o my friends, for the hand
o/ God is upon me 5 In {uch a cale,.the compliintof
the foule. may be more then ordinary, for his pain
is morethen ordinary , forhe corifiders thé hand
of the God of all graceagaint him.! Now alas;
where fhall I find grace, if vthe'blcﬂinsﬁ of God
beeturned againft me 2 Where fhould a poore
foule looke for bleffednéflc ¢ {d as 166 had good

caufeto call for pity 5 how: barbarous is the pra.

&ife of fuch, asin ftead oﬂ‘nelpmgup fuch poore
Chriftians, will reproach them and fay , See now
whatyou have got bygadding to Sermons, dnd

‘keeping fuch: company ;- you: thould have pitied

your:{elves; Could not you -hawéiregarded your
awie welfare;and have lived fivighbeut.like; but
you muft fall apraying, and a-pondeting ¢ but fee
what itcomes to now. Ohwretched creatures, if -
the Devill himfelfe-were clad: in flefh and blood;
what moré defperate wodds!could tive ufe then
thefei«Conflideryouthat feartfull place, Pfal. 6.

~22.23.t0i26. Ttis a fearfull curfe the: holy Ghoft

denounceth againft fuch menw. . Let their 1able be.
come afnare ; and that which foowid have &uﬁ;ﬁw
sheirwelfareg let itbe rapy 1'dda‘inizuit‘y tothéiy
iniquity. , .and: let” wor. thems vome in's, y *ighteouf.
neffeyAnd whetefore isallthis?whyveriz 6, They
P S have.
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have perfe'mted bim whom thou haft fr)u'mm 3 If
God have wounded a poore foule, and thouad-

deft to his griefe, it brings an heavy cutfe of God, -

not onely upon thy felfe, but uponall thy goods,
lands,and eftate, and fouletoo ; Take heed there-

* fore how you fpeake to the griefe of fuch woun-

ded foules. Reade allo Dext.25.17,18,19,20. Re-

 member what Amaleck did tothee in the day whem |
2hou cameft out of Egypt » how he [poyled them -tha

werefechle and weake withthee, therefore blos out his
yemembrance from snder Heaven, Exod.17.16. All

things fell out tothem in Types 5 «Amaleck was

the firft that fell upon the-people of God, and
becaufe he fell upon the feeblet and weakeft,
therefore the Lord will have warre with him
for ever ; Ifracl hiscomming out of Egypt, is but
a 'l{;ypc of Gods people comming out of fin, and
pafiing throughthered fea of Chrifts blood, and
going through the wilderneffe of temptations 5
and if _Amaleck was fo curfed for hurting the
weake amongft them 5 If then you fec any fall
foule upon a weake hearted Chriftian, while heis
yet raw and greene, the Lord will have war with

 fucha manand his pofterity, and will cut him

quiteoff. : o
o Of reproofe to fuchas were never yet pricked
in heart or in confcience ; If they thatare pricked

" ja confcience fall fhort of truth of grace, what
will their cafe be that never yet were fo much'as
 pricked in confcience ¢ you have many men fofar

off from being pricked ineither with fenfe of fin,

ayes .

Pfe 2.
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dayes in pleafure, and never felk prick in cither
heart or conlcience for fin; fome fay, letus il
our felves with fin, for to morrow fhall beasthis
day, and mach more abundant ; Come letus eax -
and drink,for tomorrow we fhall dye, Efey 5 6.8,
Others there are that are fo wholly taken up with
the bufineffe of thislife , that they thanke God
they never knew what feruple of confcience
meant , but they have kept a conftant tenor of
cheerfulnefle all their dayes. How lamentable
is the cafe of fuch men, when as many a poore
foule by remorfe of confcience hath been knock-
ed off from mapy fins, and yet fall thort.of falva- -
tion ; is may be by the Lawes of the Land, or for
finifter refpects they refrained a little, or for con-
fcience fake, not many times one of a thoufand
€aa fay,he hath refufed any fin,a Thef.2.12. That
they all might bee damned thet bud pleafire in us-
righteoufneffe; It is a fad and a heavy fpeech, hee
farth not , that atl unrighteous mesm fhall be dam-
ned, for who is he but is uarighteous in fome paf-
fagesebut he that takes pleafure in unrighseonfie (o,
it isthe comfort of his foule, toriotin all manner
of excefle; and commitsall fiawith greedinefle,
this is their doome, that all might be dammed.
- Thereave another fort here to be reproved,
that have fometines beene pricked in confcience;
and when they fhould have comeon to timelier
healing , have left quite off, and are come to this
refolution ;5 They thanke God they ate now gos
oup of fueh heart qualmes , and they will now
blefic shemfclves from fuch company and ‘oiccag
S . ons,
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fions, as mighe put fuch trouble of conlcience
upon them, but will this prove a fafe courfe think
you ¢ Ifyou fee a woman with child come to her
~ travaile, and her pangs grow ftrong, if afterwards
fheleave off, and fetle her felfe,you conclude her
childisdead, and it will much indanger the mo-
ther;, fo if God have fometimes given us to come

sofnew birth,and to feele many piercings

to pan%
of,gen{cience, and‘-givcgrcat hopes thatthe Lord -

Jefus is forming in fuchra foule, and might it ceas
jisue, doubtlefle fo it would be , ifyougive over
and defire to fcttle , when it is high time you
fhould be deliveredin fach a cafe, not one foule of

athoufand ever comes to live in Gods fight. Let

therefore no manthinke himfelfe in a fafe condi-
tion, if he have acither come to heart nor confci-
encepicrcing.. . |

- Abndyeranother fort is reproveable, who have
fome pricks of confcience, and fo continue fome
prety time, by fome duties of humiliation , and
onely reftthere, and goeno farther. Confcience

 ftingshinterly , and it muft needs fall to fuch du--

tics, as fafting, and prayer, -and thisa manis wil-
ling to ftoopeto, and ‘thereupon he-continues in
fuch duties,and makes account that will ferve the
turne to ftop the mouth of confcience: and what
willthis doe ¢ Ifafrerwards 2 man takeas much
liberty to fin as ever before, and walke inno more
feare of God , and love of the brethren then be-
fore 5 this is the moft fearefull delufion the poore
foulecanbe expoled unto , thataman fhould fet
up his reft here to ftay, and never confider, whe-

ther

Y
<5
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ther his heart loath finne more then ever before, -
and therefore take heed wee reft not in any fuch
works as thefe. . B - j
To every foule of us thathath found his heart .
come to a better frame; if ever God hath brought
your hearts toany kindly pricking for fin, reft not

till you may truly fay , thereis no Chriftian man

but you count him your brother, reftnot till you

~ canlooke atall the children of God as thy-shig.-

$ad brethren and fifters, who have moft wounded
and pierced thee, letthy heart moft efteeme

them, give not over tillthou haft ftruck a Cove-
nant with every foule, that knoweth what itis to
be pricked in heart, and be willing to confult
with thy brethren about thy fpirituall eftate 5 Itis
true, fometimes a child of God may keepe his
conception long very clofe, the-Prodigall had
none to confult with, but hefaid within bimfeife.
You have fome Chriftians , efpecially:fuch men
as have knowledge and parts , have not need to
complaine fo much, nor to aske fuch counfell, as
thofe that areignorant, they know their unwor«
thinefle of any mercy from God, and they goeto

-.God , and fill heaven and earth with cryes and
~ groanes 3 butyou reft not till you find God an-

fwering you with the teftimony of his favour;but
ifyou doe not know whatto doe,thenreft not till-
youhave got fome to advife you.Take up this ex-
ample from thefeignorantpeople,and theGaoler,
Afs16.19,20. ' R

~~ And further come unto God, and Chriftian
friends with a refolution and purpofe of heart,
e ' that
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. that whatever God cals youtodoe, ‘or fuffes for

his names fake, you will not faile o doe ir,but fet
your felfe aboutit. R

~If youbee come thus far ; then it isa werd of
everlafting confolation to fuchas can find in this
‘manner their hearts bowed to this gracious framé

of fpirit;. If God hath-thus ‘kindly: pierced thy
heart, it is"agood figne that he will finith this

worke inthee, You fay,But may not a2 man have
his heait ptereed, and yetfit- loofe-from his bre~
thren, and fometimes Jooke at thofe ashis ene-
mies, thatgre hiﬁnc‘creﬂ‘friendk_sev 3nd may he not
fometimés ftart back Fromi doing or fuffering that
which God cals for 2 is itnot poffible a2 man
piercedin hiearbmdydoethus e o © & wny 20
. aAnfw > Teis) bue it is evéritive, thalhol mes
whofe hicarts ate piercedmaybe too blame fome

~ times herein’y * Such athing is not impgffible, an

would' it were flot over ufuall; for nfany times
the ‘iffizes: of corruption are ftopped: and: they
ceafe bleeding, and then it is wonder to fee, how

they canforgercheir bretirenand fiftees,and chiey .
are now toyted andtumbledin the world ,-that -

they are notable to doand fufferthe will of Gods.
and- though fuch may. hive. comfort:in their
hearts that have beene pierced , yet they oughtto
keepe thesffoe of their corruption alwaies open :
Tris therefore for fuch to' refiew: the piercing of
their hearts, and that-by wifely applying every
wordof God to them.. Learneto know your bre-
threnand fitters ; and tofollow. after God in the
ufe.of every:Ordinancé ; you fhall nor finde a
N M more¢

7 4.
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“imore comfomble cvndgcncc of yourgood eftates

before God, thets when you keepe afréth wichin
{ou the love of your brethren, .and finde yoor

carts mwardly. clravmfguto every good duty,and

- to beready vo doc.and {uffer any shing fot God-

keepe thisframe’in you, aad thew feare not; you
will have comfort 1 ywrway in thé cnd
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theit frarticalar fins againft Chrift, :and they wiere

allo coavinced ofhis greutndffe and zoadueffe; God

hath made him Lord, advanced bim to &t athis
owne tight hynd,.and fo his goodnefie they have
killed and crucified the anoiared.oneof God, this
Itfus whomyouhaye concified, God ‘hath made
b Lord for bis greatneffz , and iChriff for his
gasduaffe. Andwhen thoy beard vhis,they were priet-
edintheir, hearss, Sothen, thore arethroe things
gocto thekindly piercing of amans'heart 5 Birg,
Haasiag thewetd ; . Scoondly ,,Convi®ion ofa
mans particular finnes; and Thisdly'; A fightof
the grearnefle and goodnefle ofthat:God whom
we havepiorced.. .. Do

_ Fisht, Hearipg the Woord 5 dbhaohpicafbd" the -

Loxd aughyo.delight inthis Qidinance ; andie
make ir oncly 2 pincipall fovensigne’ meands for
ghqpierciqgo&fzclmztsofhis people 5 Hence it
Is thatthe Wond is called Goads and Niiles |
Eedef.12.x1. 'God hah det an edgeiupon the
Word, and givenit 2 piercing power ; she' Word
iscalled wime-ndgad fimard, Heb.4. 10, A fharpe

.and a keene Asrow ; God -hath giventhe Word
gipiescing nature, But bow isit,orwhy. doth Ged

make his Word fo picrcidge -~ - - e

- By oxdaining the breath of the word, to be the
bienth of the Spiritswhan-cverihis word is difpens
fed -he will accompany ‘it with the breath of his
owae Spitit, :wwhich fefs.an wdge wponiic, fo as

* they. fhall finke deeply 5 It {is the Spitit of 'God

~ fafedrotiswhele word, both Law and Gefpell,
R V M2 ' and .

that givesitp point, and this' God hath vouch-

-

Reaf.
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~ and thereforethe Gofpel is called the miniftration

of the Spirit, 3 Cor.3.8. and the Law, the miniftra-
tion of condemmation,ver.g. So thatifa man fpeake
Law, he notonely rels a man of condemnation,
but hee minifters it unto himy fo as-a'man fees
plainly; he'is in no better cafe, then in'an eftate of
condemnation 5 and fo the miniftration of the
Gofpel by the ?rp‘irit of holineffe, affures 2 man of
his righteoufneffe by Jefus Chiift, Gal.3.5. God
hathordained, that together with the word, the
Spirit {hould be difpenfed, whetheraman preach
LaworGofpels 0 - a

- Andthis updn a threefold ground. :
Firft , By this meanes God doth moft futably
~ anfwer the creatioh of the World, inthe néw cre-
ation of decayed corrupt natures By the word of the
Lord.werethe beavens miade,Plal. 3 3.6. What,will
the {peaking of a word make a World 2 Nog A
vanifhing wordwill not 5 but if God put id_the
bteath and worke of his Spirit; theti the warld is
made, Gen.1.1,3,3. and God hath ordairied; that
whenhe would cenidto repaire decayed natuire,
by thefame meanés by which he madethe world,
by the fame will he'repaire it,and therefore in his
name muft the word bee fpoken , and by the
. bteath ofthe Lord , 2 Congregation is gathered
" together,& Chriftianseftablithed in grace,and all
the hoaft of them , & now all things are become
- new; If dny manbe in Chrift , he is & new creature.
~How comies it to pafle’, that the word lights.on
me, firft to wiounid e, ‘and then to bind meup?
Why the Lord huth createdsshe fruit of the lips to
f AT bring

’
r’e
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bring itto-pafle ;; Here was'a {mall worke', the
breath of a Fitherman to convert three thoufand

foules, athing unlikely by the power of nature;

butif God fetinwith him,then there is a creating
worke of God, ‘and now fuch foules-cannot reft,
till they find reft and peacein God. ‘

" Secondly, God by this meanes doth convey

~an Antidote or prefervative into the hearts of
‘men, by the fame meanes which Satan ac the firft
did infufe'his venome into our firft Parents ; Did
not he feduce them by the hearing of the eare,the
breath of the ‘Serpent poyfoning their hearts
with unbeleefe 2 God therefore that fent Chrift
todiffolve the curfed works of Satan , untwifts
this worke againe by a favoury and wholefome
worke of his Spirit, by conveying it’into our
minds, and judgements, and coniciences,:.and fo
diffolve the curfed worke of Satan. .
Thirdly, Godtherefore doth it, that he might
confound all the wifdome of the Orators, and
. Philofophers, dam:d vzifcbm;nl.c;g thfef w;rld, 'xfor.
‘T.21. It pleafed God by the foolifhneffe of Preachin
te jhfve:l:{m 54: beleewe 5 allthe learned P,hilofo%
phers could never convinceaman of'a fin, they
could fometimes- perfivade men by morall per-
fwafions, butthey could never pierce their hearts;
nor teachthem theknowledge of Chrift 5 ‘God
hath made themall fooles in that behalfe, that fo
the faith of Gods people might not ftand inthe
wifdome of men,but in the power of Gods grace.
Rom.10.14,17. ., .
" Buthave not men fometimes beene pierced by
: ' M3 the

7
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work ef]

tothe heart, So whe;i our Saviour would take off

the warkes of God ¢ what fay you to Tafephs brev

thren ¢ Gem.42.21. 3nd fo the Jaylor, 4 16,
26,10 29. S

Anfwer, The works of God doe fometimes

Fegiglly to the piercing of the confcience,

but not {o ufually to the pricking of the heart; but

if they doe, yetthey doc it e fanctions of the word,

asthey are cenfirmations and feeds of she ward, they

may .drive is fomre word wee have heard clofer
and neerer ta theheat:/efepls brethren could aot
be igcna'rantof their fin againft the lifeand liberey
of their brather ; now they comming intoa di-
ftrefle , it fets on what they knew before. Saitis

likely the Jaylorhad heard Pas/ [peak fomething,
<Me how came he fo readily to aske the way to

falvation ¢ Sometimes indeed where ordinary
.meancs faile, God his Spiritcan do it alone,with-

“ out the breath of the word, butthis is theordina-

rylw ay' - . ~ . .
* Butfecondly , There was more then hesring
the word 5 the word was applyed to the canvi®i.
on of their particular finae; by which meanes their
hearts came te be prickt : it isthe nature of the
word applyed to convince afinner, that thouare
the man; fo thefe hearers, they knew affuredly,
that they were guilty of that finge. 2 Sam.12.7,
13. Samuel would convincethem of that very fin
abovethe reft, of chufing them a King, 1 Sem.13,
and thereuponthey confeffed it. So 7udges 2.2,4.
when they faw they had gone againft Gods
charge, in that particular fin, that wounded them

the -

b
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the Woman of Samaria from fcoffing, he con-

vinced ‘her of her particular fins , 10bs 4.14,15,

16. thismade hereq 12y, Sir, 1perceive thow arta
Propher, and then queftions with him about Re-
ligion; ‘had fheebeent pricke inconfeience onely,
fhe would have quarrelied with him,what had hé
to doe with who kept hercompany, but a piesced
heart is of another temper. L
The reafon of this is taken from the contufion
of heart and face which is wrought in a fouleby
convincing it of its particular finne, as toexpreflc
it thus, fofepks Butler charged Indah and his bre-
thren, thatthey had doneill to take away his Ma-
fters cup; why, faythey, with whom foever-i i
found Jet him die the death, Gen.44.6,12,16.00w

when fiefeatched and found the Cup in Bewjamins

Tack, then {ay they , What fball we [peake unto m
Lord?Gok /1:?}1 ﬁma‘ut the i%.i: ofthy ﬁiwm{
beboldwe are my Lords bondmen 5 here & the Cup
found amongft them ; Benjaminheisguilty 5 and
now tlrey know notwhatto doe or fay : Jult thus
hath God put'os to'the ftand , and finds the C

in our facks mouths;this or that very wickednefle
isffound in the mouth of my fack ; in my foule,
andin'my 'hand ; then wearefetto thewall, and
our hearrsblufh withinus, What thall we now {4y
- to'the Lord, or how fhall we excufe our felves ¢
" now wee fee wee are fons of wrath, children of
death: A sathicfe i afhamed when be is found, Jo i

* the boufe 'g{'g[rael, being found pitfering the glory

of God, and giving it to the Syrians, and'Egypti-
ans, Ter.2.26, This prepared the woman that was
B M4 taken
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taken in Adultery, to receivea word of comfort,

Iohn 8. 4. Hee fecing her face and heart fo a.
fhamed ofthe bufinefle , had no heart to {peake
an ill wordto her; now he wisnot wont to daub
up any infin, but it isto fhew you, that particular
application puts a mans hand in his bofome, and
takes him juft in the very a@ of fome fin, this puts
fuch confufion of heart and face upon him, as
that it makes him very fit for a word of com-
forr, -~ - v : :
- .3- Allthiswill not yet worke, unleffeit be ap:
plied to a mans particular fin, as againft that great
and gosd God, againft whom they are wrought,
The Lord hath made him whom you have cruci-
fied, a Lord for grutn‘ei,ﬂe > & Chrift for goedneffe,
Now thar'the knowledge of fin againft the great-
nefle of the Lord, dothfo pierce the heart y itis
evident by the paines that God takes to pull
downe the heart of 1ob, when he would havehim
o renew.his repentance, chap.3 8,39,40,41. and
convinces him, that hee hath beene quarrelling
againft God, and God followes that argument,to -
fhew the glory of his mighty works, and that .

" wroughtupon him, for faith he, Bebold 1 ams wile,

once have I (boken, yeatwice, but I will proceed mo

: frtlm, chap.41. 1,2,3,4. and chap.43.6, When

he remembers the word of God to him,and God
had convinced him of his glorious Majetty; now -
faithhe, Irepentand abhor my felfe s and when

God would pierce Sauls heart, how doth he it 2 =

Alls 9.54. Why perfecuteft thow.me ? He fhewes
himhis glorious Majefty, and then all a&ogiﬂue’;dé |

.o
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he fell downe and faid, Lord, what wilt thou have
medoe ? - . -
~ Andas thus his greatnefle, fo his goodue(fe is of
mighty power to convince: 1 delivered thee fayes
God to David, out of the hands of Saul, and gave
_ thee a Kingdome, and if that bad beene 100 little, 1
would have given shee mores and why haft thon then
defpifed thecommandemens of the Lord ? 2 Sam.12.

7,8,9. This fo wonderfully wroughtupon him,

that thereupon he penned the ‘5 1.-Plalme. .So
Deut. 32.6. Doc you thus requitethe Lord , 0 yee

foolift people and unwife 5 Is not he the God that
hath nourithed and brought thee up ¢ It pierces
the heart to confider that we have finned againft

fogoodaGod.

Why his greatnefle ¢ . S
_ Thereis a double'worke inthis. Firft, terrify-
ing the confcience , and fhewing us the fearefull
danger of fin. Secondly, it difcovers to us our

owne vileneffe. So was it with Zefeph his bre.

thren, when they faw him whom they had fold
for a {lave, was now advanced to this greatnefle,
they could not anfwer a words they were terrified
at his prefence 5 and that made Saslgp tremble,
Aéls 9.3,4,5,6. So Ieb.hewas ftruck in the like
fort. But fecondly, it works in a man fenfe of his
owne vileneffe, I abhorre my felfe in duft and

athes, Tob 41.2.and 42.6. The greatnefle of Gods

glorious Majefty doth foaffect us, that wecare
fenfible of our own vilenefle, that we fhould offer
'to exalt our felves againft the moft Highs this will
fo confound a man with fenfe of his owneyile-

nefle,.
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fiefle, that his heatt is much pricked within him.
Secondly, So Gods goodnefle, -
Becaufe it fhewvesus the defperatenelle of our

danger; vofinne againtt a great God, is great dan-

Zer, bue yetthere may be a remiedy, but to finne
- againift a gosd God, that makes our cafe defpurare,

s thus, Whea a2 mans heart is conviaced that he
hath finned againtt 2 good God, he fees he is fiow
feparated by his fiane, from the goodnefle of that
God in whom all his helpe fay. £fby 59.2.2nd
Rr.§. 24, 25. Iamanfinne agataft God hispre-
ferver, v,;sfo fhall then prefetve him 2 if hee finne
#gainft the God of grace and peace, where thall
befind grace 2 2 Xymg. 9. 22. Thoun haft finmed
againft the God of grace, and what haft thou now
todoewithgrace ¢~ c
- T convinceth us of the more vilenelie of
our fins, to confider that we have finned againfta
good God. Thefe things chiefly make fitme vile ;
}‘h’e folly , the wokindne(fz , and the difhonefly of
inne. |

Firft, Folly will fhatne a man much, 2 Sum.24.
10. Dewt. 32.6. Now when a manfees hchaﬁx
finned againfta good God, he fees himfelfe ano-
torious foole;foolifh creatate T,thus to fin againft
agood God! . ‘

Secondly, Theaskindne/fe the ingratitude,and
the unmannerlineffe of a finhe, irmakes 2'manp
blath, and to be inwardly confounded, £zra 5.

. 6,9,10.Have not wecaufe for everto'be confoun-

ded, and haft hotthou caufee to be-angry withus,
till there be no remedy? ver.13,14. :
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"~ Thirdly, Thediftengfly ofafinne, fhames us
much, Ter.2.26. Twothingsare dithoneft, thef,

and wheredome 3 pow both thefe we have come=
mitted againft agood God,ler.3.20.t0 25. Thefe

~ doeall piercethe heast,

Firft, it fhews how farre off they are from fat-
vation, and their defperate condition, that defpile
1o hearesheword of Ged , and fecke not to him
that they might be faved.  Theu doft not loveto
heare the woid, then thon loveft not to have th
e O eatian & farrefrom 1t wicked
becaufethey faske nok thy Law, Plal.119:155. They

~ loveta be fartc from the ward of {a vation, and
 then falvation is far from thém y The wordis 1be
pomer of God 14 falvation, Rom,1.16, And b that

tuxmes away bis cares from bearing the Law,even his
prayer foall be abeminable, Pyav.28.9.
" Suppofe we liye under the wordand heare it

then we muft defirethat the word may beapplied.
particularly,and perfonally, againft our particular

and perfonall corruptions, Pfal, 341,5. Teta
righteous man apply the word parsicularly naro
me, and pierce my heart, it willnat kill my foule,
nor hurt my body, bt will heale bath foule and

body , to immortality and glorys Many men
~ sconid willingly heare a Minifter flourith out a

Sermon, but they care not for the ward to come
neate them; but confider, Kou €annot more mani-

wwep, that your hearts
are naught, then when you will pot be canvinced
of yous particnlar fins, ‘The fword of God, take

1438

Vfez:

itas it lypesin the word , and it is ukc'a,qurdix]p :
| | the
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the fcabberd , and the expofition is but the branw

difhing of it; but when applicationis made, that.

thou art the man that haft done this, not to en-
duréthis,is an argument of a carnall heart,though

fometimes even Gods owne people, doe not love

to be particularized; when youarein this temper,
you are finking downe to hardnefle of heart,it was
A[s his cafe, 2 Chron.16.9,10. an evident fore-
runner of hardnefle of heart and unbeliefe:itis a
wonder to fee theloofe corruption of our hearts,

yea faith one , Such an one'was met with today;

we can tell where the word hits another, but take

nothing to our owgeparticulars 5 but if another-

man was hit in his right veine , and thou efeape,
what comfort can that be to thy foule#hiscorrup-
tions by that meanes iffue out, and they are hea.-
led,and thou cameft as deadly fick as he,and thou
not once looked at; and wile thou gratifie thy
felfe inthis , that God fhould think good notto

~ fpeake one word to thee 2 Wee all come tothe

word, asto hearethe Teftamentofour heavenly

‘Father ; now if a man read his Fathers Will, and

find fo much given to fuchran one,and fo much to
another,and to them particularly by name,and he

~ not fo much as nameds would any man gratifie’

himfelfe in the forgetfulnefle of his Father, and
would not rather be forry 2 Now this is one part

- of Gods people their inheritance, thatinthe Laiv

and Gofpel, God fhould tell us as it were by
name, Thou art the manorwoman then fay, we
have caufe to blefle God that-he thould care for
fuch afouleas mine s, and name me inhis Tefta-

- ment,
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ment. 1fa man be invited to anothers Table, but
the dith T only want, is carved all away from me;
would I net be troubled atit 2 and fo, fuppofe
you fit herein the Church, & heare fuch and fuch

‘dorines, carved out to fuchand fuch Chrifti-
" fians, would not you fay, when will fomething
reach me, and fit my purpofe? you fhould defire,
- oh'that God would convince me of {omething,
" wherein [ have finned agaioft his greatnefle, and
his goodneffe, and be fo far from taking itin ill
~ . part, asto blefle God for it ; if it be threarning,

{ay,Good istheword ofthe Lord;fay itisa good -

commandement that ftrikes downe myluft , ‘a
good promife, that binds upny foule in lifc and
cace, v e e =
d To help usall, if the Minifter thould forget to
be helpfull to us, and not light on us,wifely to ap-
ply the wordto our owne hearts, every threat-
ning, commandement, and promife, according
to our feverall conditions, help the Minifter to
hold the plough,acquaint him with our need, and
*if not,be fure to mixe she word with faith,Heb.4.2.
Confider ofall the finnes you have committed,
youmuft not beare offthe weapon, asthe manner
of fome s, or lookeat him that ftrikes as our ene-
mie, but lay we downe all quarrelling conteftati-
onagainft the word,and ftand not fencing againft

God , butkeepeit clofe to your hearts, till your .

livelieft corruptions be iffued out,

- Ifafter application you ftill finde .yoﬁr hearts

. ftubborne, then lay . them clofe to the word, and
call to mind the fins you have committed againft
C S the

Vfes3.



the great Ged of Heaven and earth , Efay 37.28.
Slcig:t it notoff with faying, God dwels in hea-
ven, and regacds mot fuch fmal mawers: Thy
chicfyt fins thou fayeft are but thoughtsy let mre
tell thee, they are in fome fort worfethenagtions;
A man commits whoredome it inay-be but once,
but thou in thy thoughts mayeft daily,, with 3
the beanties in the Towne, Thus laboueto br

" your hearts to godly forrow , that they may be
bruifed to duft before God.

E28E2EEES260880

vy | Sins doadlywornd, -~ t

A‘c"r‘shz‘. 37. e
Now when they beardthis g c. L

nE E come now to fpeake -of the fub-
Y ld je&sof this humiliation : Who were

thefew They that thus hearing the
8 word , were thus wrought on, and

B - ~thus wounded by it ; that you may
know who they were, looke back into the x2.2nd
13. vetfes : fome of them were amazed at the
Apottles praphecying with-new Tongues 3 they
were jgnorant , for ighorance is the caufe ofa-
mazement and admiration 5 they werenever be- ‘
!

fore acquainted with any way-to eternall lifesyea, -
thelé were alfo mockers , and now to convince
- thefemen, the Apoftle takes allthis paines in this
~ ' Sermon. - e
Doéirine. - Theignorance and fcorsfolme(fe of carmall % -
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doth nst, nay, canwos binder she Lord, from piersing

or pricking of shem.

What was in thefe mens hearts Bcfbrc ? Igno-"

rance, they were maskered at fpirituall docrine,
yea mocked and fcorned the Apoftlessfo little did
they difcerne the powier of tire Spirit, asthatthey-
thought it was no more then the fpirit of Wine,

asd yet this doth not hinder the Lord from pief.

cing of them. Foropening of this Point, take no.-
ticeofthrecthings. . N R
Firfy; the danger of fuch a frame of fpiri€, for

' i norance is fuch a frame of hearr, asis not onely

L
SN

~ vour? Ihad almoft faid, nowtheLord be mer.

rous, but in any mans view and reafon , de--

fperate. Efaya7.11. It & apeople of no wnderfian..
* ding, therefore he thas made thens; will bave ns mer-,

¢y énthem 3 What fhiall I fzy inthiscafe;, when
God that formed them will thew them fio fie

cifull o them s but then T had fpoken contrary to
the word : though ignorant men thinke, God that
made them; will avethemy yet he himfelfe faith,

. Bewiltnoe have ntercy on them, how then fhall

any man pray fot mercy to them ¢ fhould we fo
pray, we fhould chwart the words of Scriptures

Sothat, if when thefe ignorant perfons ftood a-
mazed'ac this firamge doctine, fhould he have
looked downe upon them, and fdid, becaufe they .

are a people of o underftanding, therefore I will
fhew them no merey ; Where then had all thefe
goorc,créamvcs beene ¢ So Hofea 4.1. The Lord
ath a comtrovetfie with yob, becanfe there i e
hiowledge sf Ged in ohe Land: and ver.6. My people
IR | "

s R
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are deftroyed for Licke of knowledge. Reade alfo
Ephef. 4.18. Alienated from the life of God, threagh
t!; ignorance that is inthem s a moft fearfull de-
fcription of ignorant minded men 5 their; under-
ftandings are darkened, and what followes upon

thatzchey are disfranchifed from thelife of God,

through the ignorance that is inthem. Pfal.g5.10,-
11,12, Becaufe they have not knowne my wayes, .
therefore haue I [worne in my wrash they [howld not.
enter into myreft 5 a fearfull word indeed.” God
hath fworne it, and there is’no revoking the oath
of God ; he never fiveares upon condition ; hee’
may ordaine a Priefthood of _44rom, by a word

of promife; but ifthey rejedt the Covenant, he
cantell how to turne the houfe of A4rom out of - |

doores : but if he fweare he hath ordained Chrift
a Prieft for ever, then his Priefthood fhall never
be fhakens had God onely threatned ignorant.
peoplefrom entring into his reft,they might have
hoped upon repenitances had he fwarne, within.
forty dayes, and Ninive fhall be deftroyed , then
a ftone had not beene left upon a ftone, within

- forty dayes; but he onely threatned it,and threat-

nings are many times underftood with condition,

- but in this cafe, God hath fworne, and that in his

deepe difpleafure, (and will notrepent, Pfal.110.-
3>4-) and then this cafe muft needs be very dan-
gerous: and though fometimes you have igno-
rant men, whom you take to bejuft wel-meaning.
men, with whom you might truft untold gold ,-
and they.are forward, accordingto their know--
ledge, yetnotwithftanding, if they be ignora?t,"

S ’ R . or
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for all this,the wrathof God may lic upon themto
theutmoft. Compare Rom.10.1,2. he defires their
falvation, for they have a zeale of God, though
not according to knowledge s but yet fee what he
faithof thefe men, 1 wa].gz. 16. They killedshe
Lord 1efus, sheir owne Praphess, andperfecated ws,
thereforesbewyah of Godis come wpons them to thes

»

witcrmaft. - Now thoiigh thefemen had zeale, yet

becaufe théirzcale:: was not. guidéd by faving
kno , the wirdth'of God was ‘coni¢ upon
thictia to the uttermett ; and if . God have fworne

‘theyi fhall-never enter into his reft, then judgeyou

welia¢ a dapgerous icafe thefg ‘heavers werd in’y
of whom it ishere faid, Theywere prickedin their

~.: Now feé fomething of the: dangerof fcorning,
Prev.3.34.Ged gimrlbv‘m’ng 1 Zaormn,'}b;hw
givesgrave to the humble. Now whatis itto fcorn ¢
Scornmg is the fporting of a mans felfe; withano-
ther mans contempt and difgrace ; it is not meer-
1y fpeaking difpightfully, but it is fuch aninjury,
as makes it felfe fport with the difgrace and mife-
ry of another : Sothe childrenfcorned the Pro-
‘phet, for in their:cyes his baldnefle was able-
-mifh, 2 Kings 2. laster end, and he curfed them in
the name of the Lord, and forty. two of them
- were deftroyed prefently 5 fee the finand the pu-
nifhment together. Butnow when God faith he
{cornes the {corners;that he fhould comfort him-
felfeinpatting difgrace and contetnpt. upon the

creatire;that is d moft fearfull condition s Hetbat
oo

. N fits

andirlg even thefe hearersiare they,
“;ggl s
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fiss im heaven will langh shems 1o Joorne, hewill bave

them in derifim, Plal.2.3,4. He will mock when
their calamity comes upon shemof & fudden like s
whirlewinde, Prov.1.26. Hewill take pleafure in
their confufion,asthey.have made chemfelves pa.
ftinte with his Ordinances and fervants,’ he:will
put coatempt upon fuch perfons, ‘Prev. 9. 12: ¢

- Prov.14.6. If a fcorner would learneto bea:wifor

man, he thall not be:able ;.and therefore in fuch 2
cafe; God is wont to forbid ‘his férvants to'lave
any thingtodoe with fuchmen :: He shacrebahes
& _[carmer; gets himfelfe & blot, Prov.97.8. Asif
God.would not pity bis ownfervants; as if-thoy
fhonld cafe pearles: befooe fuchi fcornfuld fpirt
and get blotsto themfelves for theirdabour. They
defpife and reje@ me, and think you to dosany
good of them by rebuking them # :andif God ex-

- cludefich ulcd,andym pothsve fa muckasa

whotefome word tendered to-therh, thenfetyou
them alone, God will takeatime tofcome with
them. Now if Gods people have no warrant to
difpenfe a word of eounfell ta chemy, . theif condi- -
tian muft needs be dingerous; Sec the reafon of
their danger: SRR U PN

- Pirft, ignorance fhewes you the blindacfleof
their mindes;. A man is aot more capahle of un-
derftanding heavenly things , when his minde:is
blinde, then a blinde man is to judge of colours,
And for a fecornfull hearer, heis hardnedin heare
unto proud rebellion againft God; fuch as expref-
feth it feifc in fcorning of every word: and: Ordi-
aanceof God : -Buit yet :nohm'thﬂ:'andingxfin; :nh;\
e . cco
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fecond place, (and you may ftand and wonder at
it) thefe ignorant {cornfull hearers, even thefeare

rickt in their hearts : God fometimes effe@ually

leffes a call to fuch,and he will have wildometo
cry vato them, faying, Evenyee fimple onesand
{corners; tarnyow as my reproofe, and 1 wikl powr out
my Spirst, spen yew, Prov. 1.22,33. Would you
everthink it poflible, that when God had {worne
that foch menvfhould hever enter into his reft,that
now he fhould: ferd Selemon to cry unto ‘them to
turn uato hims yet fee here this word made good,

and fo Prev.8.5. Xe fimple,. be of an wnderflandivg |

hedrs : The Loxd Jefusthere ufesa creating ward,
Be of anunderftandisg héarrs' So  A¢F526.18. 1
have fent thee to beia Minifter to the Gentiles,
80 287p them from darkseffe so ligb{. .For amanto
bein the dark,and to lave noeyes, is adouble mi-

fery 3 yet {o is it with any man in the éftate of -
pature : “Yet I fend thee togive fuch mentighe, -

and tosurne them framthe power of Satam 90 God.
And fcorners arc exprefly called, Efay28.14.10
22. Heare ‘y.ou this ye fcornfull men;  Will God
cver call fuch meny as cant telt how to makea

Icorn and jeft of the Devill and hell ¢ - He makes

ufe of this,ver.23. Nowtherefore beye no more mock- -

¢rs,y left yomr bonds be made . Thus he gives
them coznfcll. Andin cxﬁ%tcrmw readcg two
examples of mockets; partly thatin the Texr, and
Als 3. 19. and the very gu’ne‘ men when they
heard this, were converted,  aés 4.4. And Pas/
expreffeth thus much of himfelfe, 1 Tim.1.13. I
Was iesiiy 4 [cornfull sppreffer, one that put cat!dt'
‘ N 2 an

PN
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and fcorn,together upon the people of God, yet I
was received tomercy. : R
How then will this hang tqgether? God
feares hewillnever thew mercy to fuch anigno-
" rant fcornfull People; and yet thatnowhe thould
come and befeech them to be reconciléd to him #
Apfwer. For clearing this. you asé to under-
ftand, these is 2 double kinde ofignorance, and a
double kinde of fcorning; Someditinguithonly
between fimple, and affe@ed ignorance ; but T .
conceive it is not all affe&ed ignorance that God
protefts againft, for Prev.1.21.theyloved fimpli-
-~ city, and yet God callsupon them to returnunto
him, & therefore againft fuch he fwears not;but in
cafe they be both fimple,and love theirignorance,
and yet have mearis of grace & knowledge dffered
unto them & fuch as are fufficient toconvince and
per{iwade them,and yet they wil not be convinced
& perfwaded,butremain obftinate after God hath
- taken long pains with them, and will notheare,as
they A4¢ts-28.27.When it comes to fucha frawerd
obftinate ignorance, when God hath wraftled with
them forty yeares, Pfd.95.10,14. and they yet
ftubborn, then let themalone, Be thet made them,
-aiﬂn;:fwuhm. o T
. And fo there isalfo a'double kind of {corning 5
* 'The one isa fcorning through ignerance ; Many
a man {cornes God and his Word,as Pas/fcorned
the pcople of God, he fcorned he knew not what.
Now infuch a cafe, there is a poffibility a2 man
thould be healed,and fuch you.may admonifh,but
ifafter the receiving the knowledse of thesymth, 4
" : man
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man doc willingly [corne the wajes sf grace, therere-
MAines no more /za'iﬁu for that mans fin, Heb, 10,

26,27. When a'man knowes this is the way of"

grace, and thefe be the fervants of Chrift, and
yet fcornethem , then you may not fay, Father.

forgive them, forthey know not what they doe:

Thefemenin the text, they fcorned they knew
not whom ; but being:convinced, they fcorne no
more; but now, Men and brethren, &c. -
~ Takenfrom the prax,er of Chrift, Lwke 23,34.

fcoffe, and fpit upon him,
though they made themfelves merry with pou-
ring contempt upoti him, the Holy Oneof God,
yetfaith he , Fasher forgive shem, they-kwow nos
what they doc 5 here were many of the common

Reaf. 1.

people; (as generally there is at executions) and

they put all defpight upon him that. could-be, yet
for them he prayed,and he faith, Father, I know
thou heareft mee alwaies, 70hm 11.42. and this
prayer will alwaies take placein the like fubjets.

- Taken frem the end of his.death, His blood Resf 2. "

was fhed , to make atonement, for.the igmerance
and error of the people, Heb.9.7. There was facri-
fices in the Law, for the errors of ifnorance,
which is effe®uall to:heale the peop
'ﬁnnCSc E e Loy
Hence it comesto paffe , becaufe the word of

‘God is mighty , not oncly to &ive light to. the

fimple, but makes the thing we fhould fee, cleare
and cvident, Pfal.119.130. and this {prings from

eof fuch

Redf. 3:

the former reafons ; There is that in the word,,

- which will foften the moft hard and fcornfull
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heate, Xkr.23.28.15v and fo ﬂxbdue ftomfuﬁ |

‘high . thouphts , - great ami - difdsinfull- high

thoughts, 2 Cor.xo. 4,5. His wotd islike fo an'
Iron Mace, to crith thom it pieces that ftand
apainfit. - R

-~ To reprove the Papifts of theit merit ex con-

- gruey They fay whett men are cofiverted, they

are prepared for it, by fbme good fore-poing
works, Plgemc frerie zifcdngQﬁiry,'{bt's#hich'Go

7 fhews chem mercy : But what prepatatioh is there

Pfe 2.

in a blinde man to fee, or i an igiorant man to
underftand?here are men as much uriprepared for
soeréy, asever you knew atiy, fcorned Chiift,
made chemfdlves médy to poure ontempt updh
the Apottles gifts, yet came to have pricked
hearts : What preparation was there in Pasl wheh
hewentto Damafows to 46 mifchicfes The people
of God ¢an ¢l 'wheh 'Ged' firlt looked into
their hearts, they were moft drowfic at fuch a

. Sermon, afid thelr heatts mote wandring thatday |
. then ordihary, and fo unfit for rérey I them-

felvey, =~ 00 e

. Toréach all igriotaat [Eothfirl]l perfons to take
heed, how yoa take pleafure in fo doitg, For the
beft that can cbine of it, is to have your foules

| f;:’:(t tothe heart for it ;. but you that havedived

underiveanes’ of grace, confider what you

" dot, itisamoft fearfull thing to livein an eltate of

jgnorance fo many yeares together. Trell youas
Jong s yow live Inignerance, and caa make’ jefts
of Religion, 'yon cahnot fay, But forought you -

know, God will fhew you no mercy, for all this

while
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while youare without nnderftanding, and God

faith, his people are deftroyed for want of know.

 ledge, aod if that b your portian, arc you notin

aponte cafe's you ave owlawed from the life of
God. Tellnot God, thatyou are not book lear-
ned, ifyou live under'meanes of grace; Gods

word gives knowiedge, and you have underftood -

the mesping of aigood bargain, and of amulnyes,
gnd yetifa man t'dlyouwhac’au eltate you are

- bornin, and likely to diein, you will not under-

Rand it 5 you. keowhow.the Lord fware agsigft
the of [facl, after Foity yeares provacati-

- ons Tvismic; Gad hath limited: himfelfe to forty
yearsshe can Ray till 6oior 8o.years,yet itismuch

for God toftay 40. yeares, Flatter not your felves
in yoar.igaorance left the wrathof God come up-
onyoutotheunanoft, itis nodallying with ig-
poance, no not with fcornfulnefle. Thoughwe
can teli how to jibeat the duties of the profeffi-

aa of Religion, yet take hieed of it : if a marv:can

make himfelfe paltime with the honour of God,
and the diti¢s of bis worfhip, itwill beheavy in
theend, The honeur of a man is more to him
shen his goods er life, itis moredifhonourto God
sovilifie his name, then (if it were poflible) to take

away his life ; thereforefcorn not ¢ if God begin
“onee to fcorne yau, he can tell howv to laugh at

your deftru@ion ; Itis nat therefore for you to

 dally with fuch things, and if any :of you have
been bold this way, doe fo no more. s

__ Toall fimple, igriorant, and fcorﬁfull-mockéisg
if yon have.not growne forward therein, if fo,
: K N4 then

Vfes.
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- "] fhoul
_filthy fhould be filthy fill,andthe fcornfull perith
-inhis fcornfulnefle. - s

pardon,now yeeldup-your heartsto
- your felves,becaule Jam one of nounderftandiag;

" then I would get my felfa blots .builiihbpcif:anf »

of you have fcorned wife,or children,or brethren,

g willin :Lhopc, itwas but ofIgnorance; orelfe
think my labour: loft,. and they:that are

- Thisistherefareto exhort and charie you,that
fince God may,and doth fometimes,(hew mercy
o ignorant feornfull creatures, now to lay afide.
our.fcorning 5 How long will you fcorners de-
.rig‘htin fcorning, and make it'your glory thatyou
c Fut.-ﬁo&m upon Religion ¢ hath not Gad ftaied
for fome of youforty o fifty yeares, and will you
Aftay till he fwear inhis wrath, 'you fhall never en-
ter into hisreftfince there maybea éoﬁibilityof
God. Sayto

therefore the Lord will haye no mercy onmes
Now Lord, what a poore condition am I then
now.in? have.Ifcorned others,and doth God fay,
he will{corn {corners? have I lived herein'a con-
gregation: where I have been followed: with
meanes.of grace almoft thefe eighty yeares, and
knowes not to this day in what eftate my poore

- foul ftands before God¢Now take it to-heart,and

fee how you will an{wer this to God; never reft -
and flecp infuch. a condition, left inthe endyou
be paft remedy. You fay, fuppofe we would

.now turnc to God, what would you have us

doc ¢ : r
- Solomen-gives this counfell, Prov.2.1.10 7. Firlt

hearken o the word of God, ver. 1, and your

foules

B




- docdiffer, yet whent;hc.peoplcarc?tlmeéa{cm

Sine deadypowndi

foules thall live; Eféy 55.3,3. Our Saviours hea.
rers faftencd their eyes upon hit, Luke 4.30. but
wonder to. fec how inftead of faftening our eyes .
upon the Prezcher, wecan looke every way, asif
we carae to a: Faire or 2 Matket, and mindany .
N

 thing rather then the word.

Secondly, Apply .the fw,qrd unto yous h'éérts;
fuffer not your heartro . fay , fuchan one: was let

'

‘blood in therigheveiné to dag, but pyourown
 eftate to the word, R

Thirdly, Cry after wifdomc,l mr 3 thaus; |

© pray heartily to'Ged; mousne: before him, that -
thoufhouldit be fuch anignorsnt fcornfol wretch

all thiis while; thatthou thouldft live fo long, and
have fo little grace , and all for want of asking 3

~ Theblind mancryed after our Savionr, Mur.10.
's1. and though the people rebuked him , yethe

cryed till he received fight ;-what though others

- rebuke you and fay, Yau have knowledg enough,

will you be a foole niovr¢ bt alas,thiow ast a poore
ignorant creature, cry, hard that youmay receive
ghty <0 o

Fourthly',’Seeké#ﬁcfkdbwtéégézlfg?ﬁgft’\
ot

treafure , ver.4; 5+ make account’ youl do

. focke for trifies when you fecke for knowledge,
‘but looke at the: knowledge of: God.andhis  °
 grace as precious things, and révérence the Ordi
‘nanees. It is irreverence, efpecially for yong men,

to fit with their harson, when the wordis read

inthe Congregation , Levit.26.3. and Pfal.93.

wit, And though the Sanctuary.and our Ghurches

M
led, .
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V[e 4.

this refle@red upon theirhearts fa the aggravati-

bled , then God is greasly ro bca qummd
Plal., 89. 7. Come therefore reverently, and fecke

for knowledge, as fochidden gmfu:e, feekeitia

the fellow fhip of Gods fervantsy Praw, 13,204 30d
feethe works of:God., Pfel. se7;alt.: Scoffeno

more againft the Haly am oﬂfml, B&yg'z.zg‘
Stand inawe andl fin nes, Pf;

4
i 1 Of eternall chankfnlne(le, m‘thcm that'arc nfow A
called to Gads wayds, whohaye beenes ignozant

‘and fcornfull 5 let fuch learne to bleffe the name

of his grace., and patience towards all them yet
uncalled, and blefle his name that hach fomed out
&y:;y to’ hczl’c, and.faw,; and ﬁemlmcxcy w0

ﬁ&#&éiﬁ%&%&i&&&z'

R T2 5 527

Nmbm awm thisgoe.

EE now comc to thclaﬁ Do@rme,

V‘/ which’. arifesh by comparing this
verfe with verfe 23. and repeated
apgaincin the verfe befarethe texc fhewing, that

, howcvcn Péter: had told .them , :hat what. was

dono againft: Chrift , was done b the foreknow-
ledge and determinate coupfell of God 5 yetthat

* doth neither exteanate their fin not their {orrow,

but rather aggravate both ; This wasa priocipall
paffage in this.Serman, aad may ot be leftout;

on,
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on, both of theit fin und forcow; whence obferve
thismote, - = . T
3 haf the duserminaie connfelt, pryvidente, and Doct. ult,
foreknowledgt of Godsn giving us wp uste fiune,
“dobh meither exteunte the hainoufneffeof fiane , nor
Beffen the g oty Jorrom of an hawdll hears for vhe com-
»,,,',‘,ﬂ,,:é,‘;‘.“: S r U .'.f:!.l,.'.’ o

- pisatruchmoft evidenty (pringing Frodichls
vieife, comtipared with the 83, Him beisg ditivered

by the deserminase connfell andforcimimiedge of €ol,
- yon bave takem, and by wicked hinds -crucifiedand

Taine: Whiereby he woald Havethem uhderftand, |
hat the¢otnfeiland foreknowtedpeof God'did -,

ot excule them from fin fnthis kind 3 God by his

determinate coonfedl, and juft; nad wilk hand de-
Tivered him 3 ‘bit you tooke i ‘with wicked

hands; and now-when they heard that Godhad
fuch an band in it Ttdid not extenaate theirfin, .
‘mor their forrow , but- this wounded them to the

very heart, that they ‘o wickedly had crucified
iy théy: eakeniot advantane o excufe thayt
Telvesky Pebrs words, asto {ay, God Had purpo-
fod Chrift hould dye , and in his providence hee

Tet allthings comturre to the putting himn to death,
* by delivering hitn Tate the hands - of fecular
power, ‘God had ordered every thing ithat was

‘done, and we tan doc ivither morenor keffethen

ferve his providence , therefore whatneéedwebe
forroubled aboutit £ No,theydoedotchus; Bt
‘they 3w théy had tooke himby wicked hands

ahd fhaineHith,and this piercédthemea theheart; ™

and this very point is- held ot unto us, CAdFs 4.

- : C, 25,.

sk

-
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25, to 28. Gods wife purpofe inwardly, and
ftrong hand outwardly, had determined this -

. fhould bé done, thatthe Rulerstaoke counfell to

doe agaiaft Chrift; yet compareit with Pfal, 2.3,

-3-4. from whence itis fetched , and fee what thé
- Lord faith, The Lord fhak bave thews in derifion,

and that is a moft fearefull judgement. So thatr

‘God is the more provoked. againft the fonnes of
*men,when they rife up againft him, though they
‘doe no more thenhe before had determined to be
‘done ;5 See this from fomeother Scriptures , Ioh»

19.11. “Asour Saviours wordsto Pilate; Thos
conldeft have mopawer over me, exceps it were given

_ theefrom abpuve s therefore he that deliveredmeunte

shee hath the greater finme : thougheneither Indis:
could betray him , nor. the high Prieft deliver
‘him, nor Pilate condemne him, except they had
power given them from above 5 yet this excufeth
none of them, butthey therefore have thegreater
finne , inabufing theit-authority and opportuni-
ty; foraman to take an advantage by Gods pro-
vidence, this aggravates his finne. - It is 2 notable
Scripture;705.12.39,40. They conld not beleewe be-
cuufc be bad blinded their eyes , and hardened their
hearss, thas they fhould not fee with their eyes, dre.
Why,but may not this ¢xcufe them 2 No.; New
havesheyno cloake for sheir fin , Iobn 15.22. An

" heavy judgement of God now then lyes-upon
them. Itisagrievous reproofe the Prophet takes

up againft the Chaldeans,Efsy 47.6,t0 10.Thefe

“two fhall come upon thee “in one day; loffe of

childrenand widowhood, &c. and yctjcompﬁre
. . . N .. . t aF

TS
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-~ that with Ieri25.9. The Chaldeansdid no more

then the Lord faidthey thould doe; You fhal have

B0 pity, no mercy upon them; So that what the
* King of-Babel did againft the people,ic was butds
a ftaffe in Gods hand, yet thow haft layed an beauy

yoke uponthem, and baft not (paréd neither yonng nor
pld, This God complairs of bitterly, asan horri-
ble cruelty, and will take vengeance upon them
inlike:meafure,Pfal.137.2.l4ff." So that this no
‘whit themoye extenuates mes fins, thoughthey
doc_no more but execute “Gods counfells, yet
they are ftill faid to doe it with wicked hands.
And fo.alfodoth it:neither extenuate the godly
forrow of .an honeft heart for :thefe finnes.

Thefe. honeft hearted  hearers have not their .

forrow leflened,becaufe they havedone ao more,
but what Gads hand did, yet this pierced their

. heatts, that they by wicked hands had taken him

outof Gods juft anth wifc-hand, and had crucified
him. So Peter works upon the fame occafion,
Alts 3.17,18,19. What thing God before had fhew-

¢4, e hath fafulfilied, ére. And what ufedoth he
make of thatg Doth he fay; it was Gods will it
fhould befo? & therfote youneedniottrouble your

felves about it s no, But xepens yesherefore s becaufe
ye have fo fulfilled; what -was fore-prophecied,
repent ye,that is ao.ground for you to pleafe your
felves in_ this pradife, but repeat ye therefore.
In fuch calesas thefe, you fhall heare the fervants
of God exprefle themfelves in much brokennefle
of heast, Ef4y.63.17,18. They doe not pleafe
shem{elves. in crring from Gods wayes, becanfe

AN " '

God
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"God hath hardened their icarrs,ao, bt aré theren
fore the more humble and-afhamed of it,that they

fhould provoke God fo farre : Miftake merniot,
fpeak not now of controverfall poitits’s but itésa -
Dod&rine with. ohe confent wniverfally allowed
by Divines both Proteftant and Papit,

For further clearing the point, take thefe Rea-

.. Taken fronx the juft-defert.of wicked men, and

godly mento be thus dealt withall, when God

gives us up fo farto fulfill aay of his counfels b
our fins; obferve it duly. There isa five-fold d
ftemper ordinarily in the fons of men,:and T re-
member nomord, which occafioneth Godto de-
liver them up to become the Inftruments of evill
in his hands § and that is umthankfulnefle, unfruit.
fulneffe;hypocrific, fecurity and pride. ©

" You have 'die two firft at: largé:ﬁbeﬂ, ofled in
Rome.1.31. 14 36, Wwhehifvey kneiv God, {peaking

~ ofthe Geatiles before Chnft, they did not glon-
fic him as God, scither were thankfull; &¢c.
- Therefore God gavi shiemsp to wils: affetions s be-

caufe they did-not walk anfwefably to chat light
they bad, but tarsed the glory of Ged imeo she fimi-
Litnde of a beafl thas caseshs hay, therefore God gave
themupto beafly lnfis 5 fuch as were againft nae
ture, thifigsnot meet tobe naned in fuch affem:
blics, yea eyento a reprobate inde, to.a minde
that could not difcern of palpable and grofie wic-
kedneffe: Thus becaufe they were unthankfull
and unfruitfull, God in juft judgement gave them
op to fuch wickedneffe. So PfAl81.13;13. They -

would
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wowld bave nowe of me, [o Tgave themup 0 theiv own.
Bearss infise- Sce 3 The[f.2.10,11,12. -Becaufe they
weceived ot the lyve of the srarhy shat they might be
Javed, God gave them up to [trong zcel;{ign;, When.
God fets mearwayss of righteouinefle, and gives
them thelight of hisQrdinances, and:men love:
darknefle,then Godgives them yp tofliengdelu.
Gions| iacthey mighr beleeve biesso . oot

¢ Tt thiteplace;for hypacyifie, duck e urwe.

afidetrstokedwayes, shs Loed fhakleqd them forth
withworkersofemquitie, Ffdcr3s.s . IWheaaman
glﬂy hyposiiscallfpiris; anil looks.not fraighe:

atihe gton,mﬁ G, shuthach by-wayes.

of hisoveac; the Lordwilltake fiich asit wereby, -

the hand, sndlead themy fortls to work iniquity,t0
wit shey ¥hall bave afaise tloore of proyidence
wmm st opien uato; themya6d: what:
owrfed they heveamingeitn talic, chey fhalLhave.
oppertunity to embraceshem.”. - 1 oy
And forfecurity and pritle;: whichare the -two

 laft, fee it inPersr, and inthereft of chie Difcipless
. Peter cxprefihis pride; whenhe faid, Thovgh ali,

men deny thee, yetwill not 3 and: fo they: were,
all fecure and fleepy,when they fhould have pray-
cd, CMa.26.33;34,40,41.buit then were tl;?{gi‘
vcn.nr tathe moft fearfull evils.. Thus God left
Hezckiab , 2 Chron,32.25,31. This then is one’
reafon why. the counfell and fore-knowledge of
God concerning our fins, doth notcxtenuate our:
fins, nor obght to exsenuate our forrow. God ne-.

er gives usup o fuch- fins; but in fuch cafes as:
yo have heasd:: And B pavthere then juft caufe;

that
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that men thould be the more humble, thiat there
is no way for God todoe megood, but by fuffe- -
ring me to fall' into fuch evils, that I may'fec the:
fearfull eftateTaming = - : v WYY
Taken from the holy purity of God,&ven when

he leaves men to-meft defperate courfes, even
then he is moft holy and pure ; Itis plainly defcri-
bed inthe vifion wﬁichg ¢ holy Angels declared:
tothe Prophet Efsy, 6.3, What makes them'to
cry out, Holy, bely, hely,Gre ? Wy, the Prophet
was now to be fene about-this very bufinefic we
havenow ithand, hie was togocito the people;
Der.9,10,1 1 k0 make éhuip Beurts fur ainil shbiv sures
beavy, Jeft they fhoutd be conoersed ;' God-isipio~
claimed'to be mofi holy, when men are moft
wicked; for God dothnot by an ’Almgn'y ower
miake thé" hearts” of iven “hard,  nor ‘dotixjhe &n<
clinethem to fin, he’ cempts g than iy evillg wor
puts any habits of wickednefle into any ‘mans
heart, Pfal:1y.laft. Pfal.5.4. Bot this iedoth::

~ Firfty ‘hie leaves 'meni‘to themfelves, he gives
therti up tothe hardneflie of thelr heares, andichatis
ajufthandof Godeponthem. - . - =~ ..

~"Secondly, he leaves them to Satan,1 Kings 22
21,22. becaufe cababwould notlove Eligh nor
Mishdiab, thercfore God juftly gave them uptoa
'lyingfancy.f R R Y e RS AN

- Thirdly, fometimes God fo farré:leaves men
to themfelves,as onely to-propound tothem good
obje&s, yet fuchas he knowes they will makean
ill ufe of, as fometimeshis patience and long-fuf:

fering, Rom.a.4,5 -Ecelef.8.11.. Phatish whenhe:

- faw
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faw that he had reft, he hardned bishearr, Exod,
. "8.15. Thus God cantell how moft holily though

193

moft fearfully,to executethe good pleafuraofhis -

will in the fins of men. :

. Taken from theliberty which lsﬁle'f'.t- unito the Reaf. 3.

hearts and wils of men to doe what they daewith

“pleafure and delight, committing. fin- with much

greedinefle, Rom. 1.28,32. Eph.4.18,19. When

- menare paft feeling, and given up to 4 reprobare s

Jenfe, then they commit all licentioufnefle with
greedinefle, yea (which is more then f{o) ‘when
they areleft to fin, they grow [o ready in itas that
they cannot but fin, Iebn 12.39. Therefore conld.

N they-not_beleeve becaufe God had hardped their

hearts; and whencecame this ¢ why, firft they

" wohld not beleeve, they had winked with their

exes, left they [bauld fec, dre. A5 2827, S0 as thae
‘though they-could doe no otherwife, yet they
'did it ‘moft freely ; when they were unthankfull;

“unfruitfull, hypocriticall, proud, -and fecure,

ivwasjuft with God to leave themto fuch a fpirit
of hardpeffe that they could notbeleeve, - _ ;
- “Toreprove the prophane blafphemy of fuch as

is Adultery,Surely (faith he)God compelled me
Yo it, and his will was that I thould doe it.it would-
elfc never havé beendone. O wretch ! littledoe

“fuch foules know what wickednefle hath been in

6

Vfer.
“doe excufetheir fins by Gods predeftjnation, and “
l;:rbvidcncc’,as he in P/autss being examined about

their héarts,-that hath given God jut occaffonta -

givethemuptofich vile affe@ions; it was not
thie will of Gods command, fot therein'he forbids
T o it;

.1
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it 5 indeed thus farreit was his will, as notto hin-

der it, and to leave a manto himfelfe, or to Sa-
tan, or to opportunity todo it It was not the-will
of Godto command or allow, but to permitand -

1o punifhby fo doing.. When David had -com-
‘mitted Adultery, God threatned he would give -

his wives to his fon, and how would God give
them tohim ¢ why, fo farre he went init, as to
leave him to Satan, toleave him tofit opportunis
ty, and the wicked counfcll of Achitephel,yet this
oth not extenuate, but aggravate his fin, for 45-
falem wasthen a proud vain-glorious wretch; and
when a man is thus wicked, how juft is it with
God to give himup to fuch courfes? The Apo-
fte anfwers to thispoint; Rem.9.19. Thou wilt -
fay, Wiy doth God complain? who hath refifted bis
will ? he would not vouchfafe ananfwer t6 fuch

a queftion.Alas! you are but poorepot-fheardsof . -
~ theearth; what if God will fhew bis wrath, and

make bis power known ¢ and whenmenhave filled -
themfelves with filchinefle, ifhe give them up-to
Satan, and fuffer them withlong patience, and fit
them for deftro&ion, defpife not thou the patience
and wifdome of God ; let this therefore reprefle
all fuch as dare lift uptheir foules againft Godin,
thiskinde. - .
Of much helpf to all the fervants of
God, that have any defire to humbie their foules
before himfor their fins. Alas! (will a poore{oul-
fay) I have a prond and a fiubbornheart, full glad
would I be, if1 could be humbled for my fins,but
what meafies fhould I ufeto get my ;he;t’z‘kmdiy'bl y
' umbled
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humbled for my fins ¢ Why, here is one notable

meanes : Doe but confider al} the great fins yon
have committed, and iyou finde your heart up.-
toward to break for fuch wickednefle, then let
this one meditation take place inyour hearts, and

you little know what a blefling may come of it;
ay, . Bchold all this wickednefic that I havedone

in Gods figh, itis fuch as God in juftice hath gi-

ven me upumo: It will lead youby thehandto

confider, Hath God forfaken me, and givea me
upto {uch bafe vices ¢ Is it nothing for a Mafterto

{ecthat fervant who had wont to ferve at hisTable, .
- to feed fwinet is it not apparent that that fervam
‘hath provoked his Mafter very deeply? The con-
ideration of this will lead you by the hand, will

caufe you to think, How came L to be thusieft to

.- Satan, and ¢o work fo much wickedneffe as I have

done ¢ In whata defperaté, hypocriticall, proud,

- and carnall cafe was my beartinat fuchatime?
- and God finding my heart in {uch diftempers, no

wonder that he fhould give me up to fuch fins.
‘The confideration hercof,how would it humble a
mans foul in the fight of God7there is no meanes

inthe world foeffeGuall to break theheart- of a -

mankindly, as this is; it wasthe laft meanes God
uled with Pharash, Exed.9.16;17. 1 have raifed
theeup,faith God,to fhew my power, and doeft

- thouyetexalcthy felfagain@t me# art not thou yet-

humble, for all this that God bathleftthee to fuch
bafe courfes? “Thenthe pext thing you heare of

him,is the-overwhelming of him in the decp Seas;

never torife more,” . .
L 02 ' R (4
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P 3. - ItisanUfeof inftrjiGtion to all the people of

God, and to other men ; to {tand, in awe before
.- -Ged, andto feare him, becaule ke'is onély able
. notto kill thebody, but to caft both body and

-7 foule into hetl, yea, and I fay a greater-word then-

that, feare him that is ablé to deliver both body

and fou]e intothe temptatiohs of the Devill, into
fuchivile and diffolute courfes, that it were better
foryour bodies and. foules to bee frying inhell,
then tofallinto fuch finfull courfes , and yet hee

. himfelf moft pureand innocent in fodoing;there-
.. forelérchis umble usall, before:the Lord our
Vfege OE COmf‘drt"tq all the fervants of God , ‘when
. ithey finde their hearts humbled in any meafure
Thore coords 1 forfin ; You fay,alas, what comfort can’I take iri

;n.a/zy t-auttsn,and unfruitfulnefle, and fecurity of my heart,and

is there any hope of any good to me' 2 Wh
"“”“'W@"mﬁhough thou didft i fogrﬁhly and rafhly’, 'y'cf'i
wes are ey perawifer then thoudid it by counfell ; God had 2
+ emee ol (DevensWileand good end in it, and he will have thee'to
o ~ 'makea good ufe of it , if thou belongeft to him,
/&moﬁty’ <@ - 'and therefore though thoumuft grieve; yet bee

not overmuch grieved 5 Tt was the counfell of -

'fuckid cafe ¢ T have committed wickednefle in
ithe pridéand hypocrifie; in the unchankfulnefle, .

7 wile Iofeph o bis brechren , Genugs.s. Now bee

frel 7 ’%f ~ 'not yougrieved that you fold me hither ; Why,
Fot W.”(’had they not fold him out of envy ¢ Yes, and
Gorrifor G fe caceshehad brought them to be humbled for it, and

S rthough they did it wickedly, yet God had a wife
? 4 Ny &ZW nd agood hand init: When once the Difciples

s

T Kl i aom kirtdl Lot soye Gabof

' rwerw b Hrr Pakis proay@ o & contriledfundnst 7o
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of Chrift had beene humbled , and wept for de-

- nyingand forfaking of Chrift, why, then Jet sos
your hearts be tronbled, for,now that he is crucifi-
ed , falvation is come to Ifrael by that meanes..
When we fee a Phyfitian tempering and giving
his Patientdeadly poyfon, we conceive the Pati- -
ent hath a very unfound body, whilftthere is not

~ other meanes to heale them; yet the Phyfitian
knows how to keepe his hand cleane , and todoe -
the Patient. good by it at length, though it make
him deadly fick for the while, yetit may bring
much found health afterward; So make account, ) Aorrgprans
if Godgive us acup of humbling , if he fuffer us-ccowv o (Sxt
to fall into blindneffe of minde , or hardneffe of;;;,am% H.
heart, orthe like, he faw we were in deadlydi- 7

- ftempers; and know that he that hath had an hand, 7 ,I
in all our wickedneffe, he knows for what end he 0’?‘
didit, to makeus more humble , and holy, and*/27 <« @&y
gracious for ever after, which if we findein our #err 4 Yiwr
felves, we may for ever becomforted.fe ,cor @ fyirs ccw foo

| ﬁé)/oaﬁ{?fv/é / frncre7'wé/f£’: ém wa[yc % He -'/?uéﬁcm
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