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ni . <inl (Key that itonhip lii>» mu i worthip him in 7 irii and in

l.ulh.—John IV. li 1

.

ELwdig tlms despatched the first proposition, 'God ifl i Spirit,' it will not

be amiss to handle ths inference onr Saviour makss from that proposition,

which is ths sooonfl obsi (ration propounded.
'. That ths worship dos from HI to God ought to be spiritual, and

spiritually perform*' 1.

Spirit and truth SXS DIM lerstood variously. Either we arc to worship 1

l. N : by l<
- il ceremonies j the evangelical administration I sailed

spirit in opposition to ths legal ordinances as carnal, and truth in opposi-

to them SS typical. As ths whole Judaical service is called flesh, fo the

whole evangelical service is called spirit. Or spirit may be opposed to the

worship at .Jerusalem, as it was carnal; troth, to the worship on the mount
Qerizim, because it was false. They had not the true object of worship,

nor the true medium of worship as those at Jerusalem had. Their worship

should cease, because it was false, and the Jewish worship should cease,

it was carnal.

There is no need of a candle when the sun spreads its beams in the air;

no need of those ceremonies when the Sun of righteousness appeared ; they

only served for a candle to instruct and direct men till the time of his

coming. The shadows are chased away by the displaying the substance, so

that they can be of no more use in the worship of God, since the end for

which they were instituted is expired, and that is discovered to us in the

pel, which the Jews sought for in vain among the baggage and stuff of

their ceremonies.

2. With I spiritual and sincere frame. 'In spirit, i.-\ with spirit;

with the inward operations of all the faculties of our souls, and the cream
and flower of them ; and the reason is, be ought to be a worship

suitable to the nature of O d. And as the worship was to bo spiritual, so

the exercise of that [p ought to be in a spiritual manmr. It shall

be a worship in truth, because the true (rod shall h I without those

vain imaginations, and fantastic resemblances of him, which were common
among the blind Gentiles, and contrary to the glorious nature of God, and

unworthy i. Il shall be a worship in spirit,

without those carnal rites U ! Jewi rested on. Bosh posture

* Iangrnd, tern. ii. p. 777. Tav! r ;e, sec. SO.
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of soul, which is the life and ornament of every service, God looks for at

your hands. There must be some proportion between the object adored,

and the manner in which we adore it. It must not be a mere corporeal

worship, because God is not a body ; but it must rise from the centre of our

soul, because God is a Spirit. If he were a body, a bodily worship might

suit him, images might be fit to represent him ; but being a Spirit, our

bodily services enter us not into communion with him. Being a Spirit, we
must banish from our minds all carnal imaginations of him, and separate

from our wills all cold and dissembled affections to him. We must not only

have a loud voice, but an elevated soul ; not only a bended knee, but a

broken heart ; not only a supplicating tone, but a groaning spirit ; not only

a ready ear for the word, but a receiving heart ; and this shall be of greater

value with him than the most costly outward services offered at Gerizim or

Jerusalem.

Our Saviour certainly meant not, by worshipping in spirit, only the matter

of the evangelical service as opposed to the legal administration, without

the manner wherein it was to be performed. It is true, God always sought

a worship in spirit ; he expected the heart of the worshipper should join

with his instituted rights of adoration in every exercise of them ; but he

expects such a carriage more under the gospel administration, because of the

clearer discoveries of his nature made in it, and the greater assistances con-

veyed by it.

I shall therefore,

I. Lay dowrn some general propositions.

II. Shew what this spiritual worship is.

III. Why we must offer to God a spiritual service.

IV. The use.

? I. Some general propositions.

Prop. 1. First, The right exercise of worship is founded upon and riseth

from the spirituality of God.* The first ground of the worship we render

to God is the infinite excellency of his nature, which is not only one

attribute, but results from all ; for God as God is the object of worship, and
the notion of God consists not in thinking him wise, good, just, but all those

infinitely beyond any conception. And hence it follows that God is an
object infinitely to be loved and honoured. His goodness is sometimes
spoken of in Scripture as a motive of our homage : Ps. cxxx. 4, ' There is

forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be feared.' Fear, in the Scripture

dialect, signifies the whole worship of God : Acts x. 35, ' But in every nation

he that fears him is accepted of him ;' so 2 Kings xvii. 32, 33. If God
should act towards men according to the rigours of his justice due to them
for the least of their crimes, there could be no exercise of any affection but

that of despair, which could not engender a worship of God, which ought

to be joined with love, not with hatred. The beneficence and patience of

God, and his readiness to pardon men, is the reason of the honour they return

to him. And this is so evident a motive, that generally the idolatrous world

ranked those creatures in the number of their gods, which they perceived

useful and beneficial to mankind, as the sun and moon, the Egyptians the

ox, &c. And tho more beneficial anything appeared to mankind, the higher

station men gave it in the rank of their deities, and bestowed a more peculiar

and solemn worship upon it. Men worshipped God to procure or continue

his favour, which would not have been acted by them, had they not con-

ceived it a pleasing thing to him to be merciful and gracious.

* Ames Mcdul. lib. ii. cap. 4, sec. 20.
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part of the law of creation, though the determination of the particular acts

whereby God would have this homage testified was of positive institution,

and depended not upon the law of creation. Though Adam in innocence

knew God was to be worshipped, yet by nature he did not know by what

outward acts he was to pay this respect, or at what time he was more

solemnly to be exercised in it than at another. This depended upon the

directions God, as the sovereign governor and lawgiver, should prescribe.

You therefore find the positive institutions of the tree of the knowledge of

good and evil, and the determination of the time of worship, Gen. ii. 3, 17.

Had there been any such notion in Adam naturally, as strong as that other,

that a worship was due to God, there would have been found some relics of

these modes universally consented to by mankind, as well as of the other.

But though all nations have by an universal consent concurred in the

acknowledgment of the being of God, and his right to adoration, and the

obligation of the creature to it, and that there ought to be some public rule

and polity in matters of religion (for no nation hath been in the world with-

out a worship, and without external acts and certain ceremonies to signify

that worship), yet their modes and rites have been as various as their

climates, unless in that common notion of sacrifices, not descending to them

by nature, but tradition, from Adam ; and the various ways of worship have

been more provoking than pleasing. Every nation suited the kind of wor-

ship to their particular ends and polities they designed to rule by. How
God was to be worshipped is more difficult to be discerned by nature with

its eyes out than with its eyes clear. The pillars upon which the worship

of God stands cannot be discerned without revelation,* no more than blind

Samson could tell where the pillars of the Philistines' theatre stood, without

one to conduct him. What Adam could not see with his sound eyes, we
cannot with our dim eyes ; he must be told from heaven what worship was

fit for the God of heaven. It is not by nature that we can have such a full

prospect of God as may content and quiet us. This is the noble effect of

divine revelation, he only knows himself, and can only make himself known

to us. It could not be supposed that an infinite God should have no per-

fections but what "were visible in the works of his hands, and that these

perfections should not be infinitely greater than as they were sensible in

their present effects. This had been to apprehend God a limited being,

meaner than he is. Now it is impossible to honour God as we ought, unless

we know him as he is ; and we could not know him as he is without divine

revelation from himself; for none but God can acquaint us with his own
nature. And therefore the nations void of this conduct heap up modes of

worship from their own imaginations, unworthy of the majesty of God, and

below the nature of man. A rational man would scarce have owned such for

si^ns of honour, as the Scripture mentions in the services of Baal and

Dagon, much less an infinitely wise and glorious God. And when God
had signified his mind to his own people, how unwilling were they to rest

satisfied with God's determination, but would be warping to their own inven-

tions, and make gods, and ways of worship to themselves, Amos v. 26, as

in the matter of the golden calf, as was lately spoken of.

2. Though the outward manner of worship acceptable to God could not be

known without revelation, and thoso revelations might be various, yet the

inward manner of worship with our spirits was manifest by nature. And not

only manifest by nature to Adam in innocence, but after his fall, and the scales

he had brought upon his understanding by that fall. When God gave him

his positive institutions before the fall, or whatsoever additions God should
* King on Jonah, p. G3.
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(1.) From the knowledge of ourselves. It is a natural principle, 'God
hath made us, and not we ourselves,' Ps. c. 1, 2. Man knows hiin-. \i to

rational creature. As a creature, he was to serve his Creator; ai

rational creature, with the best part of that rational nature he d. from
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bim ; and therefore this honour was to be offered to him by the most excel-
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template God, we must also worship God. We cannot think of him but

with our minds, nor love him but with our will ; and we cannot worship him

without the acts of thinking and loving, and therefore cannot worship him

without the exercise of our inward faculties. How is it possible, then, for

any man that knows his own nature, to think that extended hands, bended

knees, and lifted up eyes, were sufficient acts of worship, without a quick-

ened and active spirit

!

(2.) From the knowledge of God. As there was a knowledge of God by

nature, so the same nature did dictate to man that God was to be glorified

as God. The apostle implies the inference in the charge he brings against

them for neglecting it, Rom. i. 21. ' We should speak of God as he is,'

said one ;
* and the same reason would inform them that they were to act

towards God as he is. The excellency of the object required a worship

according to the dignity of his nature, which could not be answered but by

the most serious inward affection as well as outward decency ; and a want

of this cannot but be judged to be unbecoming the majesty of the Creator of

the world, and the excellency of religion. No nation, no person did ever

assert that the vilest part of man was enough for the most excellent being,

as God is ; that a bodily service could be a sufficient acknowledgment of the

greatness of God, or a sufficient return for the bounty of God.f Man could

not but know that he was to act in religion conformably to the object of

religion, and to the excellency of his own soul. The notion of a God was

sufficient to fill the mind of man with admiration and reverence, and the

first conclusion from it would be to honour God, and that he have all the

affection placed on him that so infinite and spiritual a being did deserve.

The progress then would be, that this excellent being was to be honoured

with the motions of the understanding and will, with the purest and most

spiritual powers in the nature of man, because he was a spiritual being, and

had nothing of matter mingled with him. Such a brutish imagination to

suppose that blood and fumes, beasts and incense, could please a Deity,

without a spiritual frame, cannot be supposed to befall any but those that

had lost their reason in the rubbish of sense. Mere rational nature could

never conclude that so excellent a spirit would be put off with a mere animal

service, and attendance of matter and body without spirit, when they them-

selves, of an inferior nature, would be loath to sit down contented with an

outside service from those that belong to them ; so that this instruction of

our Saviour, that God is to be worshipped in spirit and truth, is conform-

able to the sentiments of nature, and drawn from the most undeniable prin-

ciples of it. The excellency of God's nature, and the excellent constitution

of human faculties, concur naturally to support this persuasion. This was

as natural to be known by men, as the necessity of justice and temperance

for the support of human societies and bodies. It is to be feared that if

there be not among us such brutish apprehensions, there are such brutish

dealings with God in our services against the light of nature, when we place

all our worship of God in outward attendances and drooping countenances,

with unbelieving frames and formal devotions ; when prayer is muttered over

in private slightly, as a parrot learns lessons by rote, not understanding

what it speaks, or to what end it speaks it ; not glorifying God in thought

and spirit, with understanding and will.

(3.) Spiritual worship, thoreforo, was always required by God, and always

offered to him by one or other. Man had a perpetual obligation upon him

to such a worship, from tho naturo of God ; and what is founded upon the

nature of God is unvariable. This and that particular modo of worship

* Bias. t Amyrald, ib.
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nature must worship God with that wherein the glory of God doth most
sparkle in him. God is most visible in the frame of the soul; it is there

his image glitters. He hath given us a jewel as well as a case, and the
jewel as well as the case we must return to him. The spirit is God's gift,

and must return to him, Eccles. xii. 7. It must return to him in every service

morally, as well as it must return to him at last physically. It is not fit

we should serve our Maker only with that which is the brute in us, and
withhold from him that which doth constitute us reasonable creatures. We
must give him our bodies, but a living sacrifice,' Eom. xii. 1. If the
spirit be absent from God when the body is before him, we present a dead
sacrifice. It is morally dead in the duty, though it be naturally alive in

the posture and action. It is not an indifferent thing whether we shall

worship God or no, nor is it an indifferent thing whether we shall worship
him with our spirits or no. As the excellency of man's knowledge consists

in knowing things as they are in truth, so the excellency of the will in

willing things as they are in goodness. As it is the excellency of man to

know God as God, so it is no less his excellency, as well as his duty, to

honour God as God. As the obligation we have to the power of God for

our being binds us to a worship of him, so the obligation we have to his

bounty, for fashioning us according to his own image, binds us to an exer-

cise of that part wherein his image doth consist. God hath 'made all things
for himself,' Prov. xvi. 4 ; that is, for the evidence of his own goodness and
wisdom. We are therefore to render him a glory according to the excel-

lency of his nature, discovered in the frame of our own. It is as much our
sin not to glorify God as God, as not to attempt the glorifying of him at all.

It is our sin not to worship God as God, as well as to omit the testifying

any respect at all to him. As the divine nature is the object of worship, so
the divine perfections are to be honoured in worship. We do not honour
God, if we honour him not as he is; we honour him not as a spirit, if we
think him not worthy of the ardours and ravishing admirations of our spirits.

If we think the devotions of the body are sufficient for him, we contract him
into the condition of our own being, and not only deny him to be a spiritual

nature, but dash out all those perfections which he could not be possessed
of were he not a spirit.

5. The ceremonial law was abolished to promote the spirituality of divine

worship. That service was gross, carnal, calculated for an infant and sensi-

tive church. It consisted in rudiments, the circumcision of the flesh, the
blood and smoke of sacrifices, the streams of incense, observation of days,
distinction of meats, corporal purifications ; every leaf of the law is clogged
with some rite to be particularly observed by them. The spirituality of
worship lay veiled under a thick cloud, that the people could not behold the
glory of the gospel, which lay covered under those shadows : 2 Cor. iii. 13,
* They could not stedfastly look to the end of that which was abolished !

'

They understood not the glory and spiritual intent of the law, and therefore
came short of that spiritual frame in the worship of God, which was their

duty ; and therefore, in opposition to this administration, the worship of
God under the gospel is called by our Saviour in the text, a worship in

spirit ; more spiritual for the matter, more spiritual for the motives, and
more spiritual for the manner and frames of worship.

(1.) This legal service is called flesh in Scripture, in opposition to tho
gospel, which is called spirit. The ordinances of the law, though of divine
institution, aro dignified by tho apostle with no better a title than carnal
ordinances, Heb. ix. 10, and a carnal command, Heb. vii. 16 ; but the
gospel is called tho ministration of tho spirit, as being attended with a special
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And as the law itself is called flesh, so the in

it are called Israel after the flesh,
1

1 Cor. x. 18; and the evangelical wor-

shipper is called s *s Jew after the spirit," Rom. ii. 29. They were Is

after the flesh as born of Jacob, nol I 1 after the spirit as born of God;
and therefor.' the apostle calls them I r 1 and nol Ears I, Rom. ix. ;

l rnal birth, not [srael after a spiritual
; [srael in tho circum-

h, not [srael by a regeneration of the heart.

\) The legal ei remonies were not a fit means to bring the heart into a

itual frame. They h id B spiritual intent; the rock and manna prefigured

the salvation and spiritual nourishment by the Redeemer, 1 Cor. x. 3, 4.

The sacrifices were to point them to the justice of God in the punishment

in, and the merev of God in substituting them in their steads, as types

of th B leemer and the ransom by his blood. The circumcision of the

h was to instruct them in the circumcision of the heart. They were llcsh

in regard of their matter, weakness, and cloudiness ; spiritual in regard of

their intent and signification ; they did instruct, but not efficaciously work

spiritual aff ctions in the soul of the worshipper. They were ' weak

an I v elements,' Gal. iv. 9, had neither wealth to enrich nor strei:

to nourish the soul. They could not perfect tho comers to them, or put

them into a frame agreeable to the nature of God, Heb. x. 1, ix. 9, nor
1 purge the conscience from those dead ' and dull dispositions which were by

nature in them, ver. 11 ; being carnal, they could not have an efficacy to

purify the conscience of the offerer, and work spiritual effects. Had U

rithout the exhibition of Christ, they could never have wrov.

any change in us, or purchased any favour for us.* At the best tin

id came un< •xpressibly short of the efficacy of that person and

stat T I a man is too weak to
|

i what the man hi SB do, it wants the life, spirit, and

activity of the "• whole pomp and scene was suit' 1 more to

tho se: than the intellectual r. . like pietur pleased the

fancy of chill: than improved their reason. The J

i a state of chilli. v. 2, an 1 that administration a

If. 24. The law was a r, fitted for their weak and child

acity, and could no more spiritualise the heart than the teachings in a

* Burgos, VinJ p. 25G.
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primer school can enable the mind, and make it fit for affairs of state
;

and, because they could not better the spirit, they were instituted only for a

time, as elements delivered to an infant age, which naturally lives a life of

sense rather than a life of reason. It was also a servile state, which doth

rather debase than elevate tbe mind, rather carnalise than spiritualise the

heart; besides, it is a sense of mercy that both melts and elevates the heart

into a spiritual frame : Ps. cxxx. 4, • There is forgiveness with thee that

thou mayest be feared.' And they had in that state but some glimmerings

of mercy in the daily bloody intimations of justice. There was no sacrifice

for some sins, but a cutting off without the least hints of pardon ; and in the

yearly remembrance of sin there was as much to shiver them with fear as to

possess them with hopes, and such a state which always held them under

the conscience of sin could not produce a free spirit, which was necessary

for a worship of God according to his nature.

(3.) In their use they rather hindered than furthered a spiritual worship.

In their own nature they did not tend to the obstructing a spiritual worship,

for then they had been contrary to the nature of religion and the end of God
who appointed them. Nor did God cover the evangelical doctrine under the

clouds of the legal administration, to hinder the people of Israel from per-

ceiving it, but because they were not yet capable to bear the splendour of it

had it been clearly set before them. The shining of the face of Moses was
too dazzling for their weak eyes, and therefore there was a necessity of a

veil, not for the things themselves, but the weakness of their eyes, 2 Cor.

iii. 13, 14. The carnal affections of that people sunk down into the things

themselves, stuck in the outward pomp, and pierced not through the veil

to the spiritual intent of them ; and by the use of them, without rational

conceptions, they besotted their minds, and became senseless of those

spiritual motions required of them. Hence came all their expectations of a

carnal Messiah ; the veil of ceremonies was so thick, and the film upon their

eyes so condensed, that they could not look through the veil to the Spirit of

Christ. They beheld not the heavenly Canaan for the beautjr of the earthly,

nor minded the regeneration of the spirit while they rested upon the purifi-

cations of the flesh. The prevalency of sense and sensitive affections diverted

their minds from inquiring into the intent of them. Sense and matter are

often clogs to the mind, and sensible objects are the same often to spiritual

motions. Our souls are never more raised than when they are abstracted

from the entanglements of them. A pompous worship, made up of many
sensible objects, weakens the spirituality of religion. Those that are most
zealous for outward are usually most cold and indifferent in inward observ-

ances, and those that overdo in carnal modes usually underdo in spiritual

affections.

This was the Jewish state.* The nature of the ceremonies being pompous
and earthly, by their show and beauty meeting with their weakness and
childish affections, filled their eyes with an outward lustre, allured their

minds, and detained them from seeking things higher and more spiritual.

The kernel of those rites lay concealed in a thick shell, the spiritual glory

was little seen, and the spiritual sweetness little tasted. Unless the Scripture

be diligently searchod, it seems to transfer the worship of God from true

faith and the spiritual motions of the heart, and stake it down to outward

observances and the oput operatum ; besides, the voice of the law did only

declare sacrifices, and invited tho worshipper to them with a promise of the

atonement of sin, turning away the wrath of God. It never plainly acquainted

them that thoso things were types and shadows of something future, that

* Illyric. <I»! vclam. Mosis, p. 221, &c.
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they bad i <i l who had delivered them, bat they would have a sensible

them, ! \ii. 1 ; and the papacy at thii day is a

witness of the truth of this natural corruption.

(4.) Upon tl oonntSi then , G I lined himself f

pleased with that kind of worship. Be was not displeased with them, ss they

were h i own institution, and ordained for the r< presenting (though in so

obsenre manner) tl : >s thingi of the gosp< I ; nor wsj he offende I with

those peopl f them, for since he bad command* , it was

then- duty to perform them, and their sin to oegled them ;
hut he was d

pleased with them as they were
|

I by them, with souls dly

d in the practices, SJ the ceremonies were lly earnal in tl

stance. It wai not their disohedienoe to oh them; but it wt

disobedience, and contempt of the end of the institution, to rest upon them,

to bi warm in them and eold in morals. They fed upon the- bone, and

neglected the marrow
;
pleased themselves with the shell, and sought not

for the kernel. They joined not with them the internal worship of God, fear

of him, with faith in the promised seed, which lay veiled un 1. r those OOVOf-

: Sob. \i. 6, *
I desired mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of

re than burnt-offerings.' And therefore he seems sometime-

of his own institutions, and calls them not his own, but thrir sacrifices, their

h sets, I- 1. i. 11, Tl. They were aii by appointment, th in by abuse. The

institution was from his goodness and con*; ion, therefore his ; the cor-

ruption of them was from the vice of their nature, therefore th . He often

blamed them for tin lir carnality in them, shewed bis dislike of placing all

their religion in them, gives the sacrificers, upon that account, no better a

title than that of the ' princes of Sodom and Gomorrah,' Isa. i. 10 ; and

compares the sacrifices themselves to the ' cutting off a dog's neck,' ' swine's

blood,' and th- ' murder of a man,' Isa. lxvi. B. And indeed God never

tabled them, or expressed any delight in them. II- fleBPISOd the feasts of

the Wicked, ¥. 21, and had no esteem for the material offerings of the

y : I

1

-. 1. 18, ' Will 1 eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats ?
'

which i s to his saints ami people, 1. fan he comes to reprove tho

wicked, which he I r. 16, ' l'.ut to the wicked, God said,' &c. So
.!;. 1. . that 1 | to disown them to be any part of

his command, when he brought his people out of the land of Egypt : Jer«

vii. 22, ' 1 not to your fathers, nur commanded them concerning

burnt-offer:: i ; i. r p g ird them, in c

parison of that inward frame which he had required by the moral law
;
that

Dg giten before the law of ceremonies, obliged them, in the first plao

an observance of those precepts. They seemed to be below the nature of
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God, and could not of themselves please hirn. None could in reason per-

suade themselves that the death of a beast was a proportionable offering for

the sin of a man, or ever was intended for the expiation of transgression.

In the same rank are all our bodily services under the gospel. A loud voice

without spirit, bended bulrushes without inward affections, are no more
delightful to God than the sacrifices of animals. It is but a change of one

brute for another of a higher species ; a mere brute, for that part of man
which hath an agreement with brutes. Such a service is a mere animal

service, and not spiritual.

(5.) ' And therefore God never intended that sort of worship to be durable,

and had often mentioned the change of it for one more spiritual. It was
not good or evil in itself ; whatsoever goodness it had was solely derived to

it by institution, and therefore it was mutable. It had no conformity with

the spiritual nature of God, who was to be worshipped, nor with the rational

nature of man, who was to worship. And therefore he often speaks of taking

away the new moons, and feasts, and sacrifices, and all the ceremonial wor-

ship, as things he took no pleasure in, to have a worship more suited to

his excellent nature. But he never speaks of removing the gospel adminis-

tration, and the worship prescribed there, as being more agreeable to the

nature and perfections of God, and displaying them more illustriously to the

world.

The apostle tells us it was to be disannulled because of its weakness, Heb.
vii. 18. A determinate time was fixed for its duration, till the accomplish-

ment of the truth figured under that pedagogy, Gal. iv. 2. Some of the

modes of that worship being only typical, must naturally expire and be insig-

nificant in their use, upon the finishing of that by the Eedeemer, which they

did prefigure ; and other parts of it, though God suffered them so long because

of the weakness of the worshipper, yet because it became not God to be

always worshipped in that manner, he would reject them, and introduce

another more spiritual and elevated. ' Incense and a pure offering' should

be offered everywhere unto his name, Mai. i. 11.

He often told them he would make a new covenant by the Messiah, and
the old should be rejected ;* that the ' former things should not be remem-
bered, and the things of old no more considered,' when he should do ' a new
thing in the earth,' Isa. xliii. 18, 19. Even the ark of the covenant, the

symbol of his presence and the glory of the Lord in that nation, should not

any more be remembered and visited, Jer. iii. 16 ; that the temple and
sacrifices should be rejected, and others established ; that the order of the

Aaronical priesthood should be abolished, and that of Melchisedec set up in

the stead of it in the person of the Messiah, to endure for ever, Ps. ex.

;

that Jerusalem should be changed, a new heaven and earth created, a worship

more conformable to heaven, more advantageous to earth. God had pro-

ceeded in the removal of some part of it, before the time of taking down the

whole furniture of this house. The pot of manna was lost, Urim and
Thummim ceased, the glory of the temple was diminished, and the ignorant

people wept at the sight of tho one, without raising their faith and hope in

the consideration of tho other, which was promised to be filled with a spiritual

glory. And as soon as ever the gospel was spread in the world, God thun-

dered out his judgments upon that place in which he had fixed all those legal

observances ; so that tho Jews, in the letter and flesh, could never practise

tho main part of their worship, sinco they were expelled from that place

whero it was only to be celebrated. It is one thousand six hundred years

sinco they have been deprived of their altar, which was the foundation of all

* Pascal. Pen., 142.
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[elicaL

of the WOrahip is spiritual. It consists in love of God, faith

in <
I

> liis goodness, meditation on him, and communion with

him. It la] amonial, apiritaaliaeth the moral. Ihecommanda
that our duty to God, as well as those that concerned our duty to

our neighbour, wen n duced by Christ to the spiritual intention.

The HOtivet are Bpiritual. It is a state of more grace, Bfl well as of more

truth, .John i. 17, Bupported by ipiritual promises, beaming out in spiritual

privileges. 11 >mes down in it to earth, to spiritualise earth for

real.

The mamur of worship is more spiritual. Higher flights of the soul,

nger ardours of atl'ections, sincerer aims at his glory ; mists are removed

from our minds, clogs from the soul ; more of love than fear ; faith in Christ

kin:. tnetions, and works by them.

The to spiritual worship are greater. The Spirit doth not

drop, but is plentifully poured out. It doth not light sometimes upon, but

dwells in, the heart Christ suited the gospel to a spiritual heart, and the

. it ehangeth a carnal heart to make it lit for a spiritual gospel. He blows
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than tfa :.e holy angel is more excellent than a
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* V. Hammond, in loc.
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Prop. 7. Yet the worship of God with our bodies is not to be rejected

upon the account that God requires a spiritual worship. Though we must

perform the weightier duties of the law, yet we are not to omit and leave

undone the lighter precepts ; since both the magnolia and minutula legis,

the greater and the lesser duties of the law, have the stamp of divine autho-

rity upon them.

As God, under the ceremonial law, did not command the worship of the

body, and the observation of outward rites, without the engagement of the

spirit, so neither doth he command that of the spirit without the peculiar

attendance of the body.

The Schwelkfendians denied bodily worship ; and the indecent postures

of many in public attendance intimate no great care either of composing their

bodies or spirits. A morally discomposed body intimates a tainted heart.

Our bodies as well as our spirits are to be presented to God, Rom. xii. 1.

Our bodies in lieu of the sacrifices of beasts, as in the Judaical institutions :

body for the whole man ; a living sacrifice, not to be slain, as the beasts

were, but living a new life, in a holy posture, with crucified affections.

This is the inference the apostle makes of the privileges of justification,

adoption, co-heirship with Christ, which he had before discoursed of; pri-

vileges conferred upon the person, and: not upon a part of man.

1. Bodily worship is due to God. He hath a right to an adoration by

our bodies as they are his by creation ; his right is not diminished but

increased by the blessing of redemption : 1 Cor. vi. 20, ' For you are bought

with a price ; therefore glorify God in your bodies and your spirits, which are

God's.' The body as well as the spirit is redeemed, since our Saviour suf-

fered crucifixion in his body, as well as agonies in his soul. Body is not

taken here for the whole man, as it may be in Rom. xii. ; but for the mate-

rial part of our nature, it being distinguished from the spirit. If we are to

render to God an obedience with our bodies, we are to render him such acts

of worship with our bodies as they are capable of. As God is ' the Father of

spirits,' so he is ' the God of all flesh ;' therefore the flesh he hath framed of

the earth, as well as the noble portion he hath breathed into us, cannot be

denied him without a palpable injustice. The service of the body we must not

deny to God, unless we will deny him to be the author of it, and the exer-

cise of his providential care about it. The mercies of God are renewed

every day upon our bodies as well as our souls, and therefore they ought to

express a fealty to God for his bounty every day. Both are from God,

both should be for God. Man consists of body and soul ; the service of

man is the service of both. The body is to be sanctified as well as the

soul, and therefore to be offered to God as well as the soul. Both are

to be glorified, both are to glorify. As our Saviour's divinity was manifested

in his body, so should our spirituality in ours. To give God the service

of the body, and not of the soul, is hypocrisy; to give God the service of

the spirit, and not of the body, is sacrilege ; to give him neither, atheism.'*

If the only part of man that is visible were exempted from the service of God,

thero could be no visible testimonies of piety given upon any occasion :

since not a moiety of man, but the whole, is God's creature, he ought to pay

a homage with the whole, and not only with a moiety of himself.

2. Worship in societies is due to God, but this cannot be without some
bodily expressions. The law of nature doth as much direct men to combine

together in public societies for tho acknowledgment of God, as in civil com-

munities for self-preservation and ordor ; and the notice of a society for

religion is moro ancient than tho mention of civil associations for politic

* Sherman's Groek in tho Temple, p. 61, G2.
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separated souls, a worship is performed purely by the spirit ; but whiles

the soul is in conjunction with the body, it can hardly perform a serious

act of worship without some tincture upon the outward man, and reverential

composure of the body. Fire cannot be in the clothes, but it will be felt by
the members ; nor flames be pent up in the soul without bursting out in the

body. The heart can no more restrain itself from breaking out, than Joseph
could inclose his affections, without expressing them in tears to his brethren,

Gen. xlv. 1, 2. ' We believe, and therefore speak,' 2 Cor. iv. 13.

To conclude ; God hath appointed some parts of worship which cannot be
performed without the body, as sacraments ; we have need of them because
we are not wholly spiritual and incorporeal creatures.

The religion which, consists^ in externals only, is not for an intellectual

nature. A worship purely intellectual is too sublime for a nature allied to

sense and depending much upon it. The Christian mode of worship is pro-

portioned to both ; it makes the sense to assist the mind, and elevates the

spirit above the sense. Bodily worship helps the spiritual. The members
of the body reflect back upon the heart, the voice bars distractions, the

tongue sets the heart on fire in good as well as in evil. It is as much against

the light of nature to serve God without external significations, as to serve

him only with them without the intention of the mind. As the invisible

God declares himself to men by visible works and signs, so should we de-

clare our invisible frames by visible expressions. God hath given us a soul

and body in conjunction, and we are to serve him in the same manner he
hath framed us.

II. The second thing I am to shew is, what spiritual worship is. In
general, the whole spirit is to be employed. The name of God is not sancti-

fied but by the engagement of our souls.

Worship is an act of the understanding, apptying itself to the knowledge
of the excellency of God, and actual thoughts of his majesty, recognising

him as the supreme Lord and governor of the world, which is natural know-
ledge ; beholding the glory of his attributes in the Redeemer, which is evan-

gelical knowledge ; this is the sole act of the spirit of man. The same
reason is for all our worship as for our thanksgiving. This must be done
with understanding : Ps. xlvii. 7, ' Sing ye praise with understanding,' with

a knowledge and sense of his greatness, goodness, and wisdom. It is also

an act of the will, whereby the soul adores and reverenceth his majesty, is

ravished with his amiableness, embraccth his goodness, enters itself into an
intimate communion with this most lovely object, and pitcheth all his affec-

tions upon him.

We must worship God understanding^ ; it is not else a reasonable service.

The nature of God and the law of God abhor a blind offering ; we must wor-
ship him heartily, else we offer him a dead sacrifice. A reasonable service

is that wherein the mind doth truly act something with God. All spiritual

acts must be acts of reason, otherwise they are not human acts, because they
want that principle which is constitutive of man, and doth difference him
from other creatures. Acts done only by sense are the acts of a brute ; acts

done by reason are tho acts of a man ; that which is only an act of sense

cannot be an act of religion. The sense without the conduct of reason is

not the subject of religious acts, for then beasts were capable of religion as

well as men. There cannot be religion where there is not reason ; and there

cannot be the exercise of religion, where there is not an exercise of tho

rational faculties. Nothing can bo a Christian act, that is not a human act.

Besides, all worship must be for some end ; the worship of God must be for
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mortify a lust without the Spirit, Rom. viii. 13, nor quicken a service with-

out the Spirit. Whatsoever corruption is killed, is slain by his power

;

whatsoever duty is spiritualised, is refined by his breath. He ' quickens

our dead bodies' in our resurrection, ver. 11 ; he renews our dead souls in

our regeneration ; he quickens our carnal services in our adorations ; the

choicest acts of worship are but infirmities, without his auxiliary help,

ver. 26. We are logs, unable to move ourselves, till he raise our faculties

to a pitch agreeable to God, puts his hand to the duty, and lifts that up,

and us with it. Never any great act was performed by the apostles to God,
or for God, but they are said to be filled with the Holy Ghost. Christ

could not have been conceived immaculate as ' that holy thing,' without the

Spirit's overshadowing the virgin ; nor any spiritual act conceived in our

heart, without the Spirit's moving upon us, to bring forth a living religion

from us. The acts of worship are said to be in the Spirit, ' supplication in

the Spirit,' Eph. vi. 18 ; not only with the strength and affection of our

own spirits, but with the mighty operation of the Holy Ghost, if Jude may
be the interpreter, ver. 20, —the Holy Ghost exciting us, impelling us, and

firing our souls by his divine flame, raising up the affections, and making the

soul cry, with a holy importunity, 'Abba, Father.' To render our worship

spiritual, we should, before every engagement in it, implore the actual pres-

ence of the Spirit, without which we are not able to send forth one spiritual

breath or groan, but be wind-bound, like a ship without a gale, and our wor-

ship be no better than carnal. How doth the spouse solicit the Spirit with

an ' Awake, north wind; and come, thou south wind,' &c, Cant. iv. 16.

3. Spiritual worship is done with sincerity. When the heart stands

right to God, and the soul performs what it pretends to perform ; when we
serve God with our spirits, as the apostle, Bom. i. 9, ' God is my witness,

whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son;' this is not meant of the

Holy Ghost, for the apostle would never have called the Spirit of God his

own spirit ; but with my sjririt, that is, a sincere frame of heart. A carnal

worship, whether under the law or gospel, is when we are busied about

external rites, without an inward compliance of soul. God demands the

heart : Prov. xxiii. 26, My son, give me thy heart
;

' not give me thy

tongue, or thy lips, or thy hands ; these may be given without the heart,

but the heart can never be bestowed without these as its attendants. A
heap of services can be no more welcome to God, without our spirits, than

all Jacob's sons could be to Joseph without the Benjamin he desired to see.

God is not taken with the cabinet, but the jewel ; he first respected Abel's

faith and sincerity, and then his sacrifice ; he disrespected Cain's infidelity

and hypocrisy, and then his offering. * For this cause he rejected the

offerings of the Jews, the prayers of the Pharisees, and the alms of Ananias

and Sapphira, because their hearts and their duties were at a distance from one

another. In all spiritual sacrifices our spirits are God's portion. Under
the law the reins were to be consumed by the fire on the altar, because the

secret intentions of the heart were signified by them: Ps. vii. 9, " The Lord
trieth the heart and the reins." It was an ill omen among the heathen if a

victim wanted a heart. The widow's mites, with her heart in them, were

more esteemed than tho richer offerings without it.'* Not the quantity of

service, but the will in it, is of account with this infinite Spirit. All that

was to bo brought for the framing of the tabernacle was to be offered ' will-

ingly with the heart,' Exod. xxv. 7. The more of will, the more of spirituality

and acceptablcness to God : Ps. cxix. 108, ' Accept the free-will-offering of

my lips.' Sincority is tho salt which seasons every sacrifice. Tho heart is

* Moulin. Sermons, Decad. 4, Ser. 4, p. 80.
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that would be apt to haunt us. Worldly affections are to be laid aside, if

we would have our worship spiritual. This was meant by the Jewish

custom of wiping or washing off the dust of their feet before their entrance

into the temple,°and of not bringing money in their girdles. To be spiritual

in worship is to have our souls gathered and bound up wholly in themselves,

and offered to God. Our loins must be girt, as the fashion was in the

eastern countries, where they wore long garments, that they might not

waver with the wind, and be blown between their legs, to obstruct them in

their travel. Our faculties must not hang loose about us. He is a carnal

worshipper that gives God but a piece of his heart, as well as he that denies

him the whole of it ; that hath some thoughts pitched upon God in worship,

and as many willingly upon the world. David sought God, not with a

moiety of his heart, but with his whole heart,' with his entire frame,

Ps. cxix. 10. He brought not half his heart, and left the other in the pos-

session of another master. It was a good lesson Pythagoras gave his

scholars,* not to make the observance of God a work by the by. If those

guests be invited, or entertained kindly, or if they come unexpected, the

spirituality of that worship is lost ; the soul kicks down what is wrought

before. But if they be brow-beaten by us, and our grief rather than our

pleasure, they divert our spiritual intention from the work in hand, but

hinder not God's acceptance of it as spiritual, because they are not the acts

of our will, but offences to our wills.

5. Spiritual worship is performed with a spiritual activity and sensible-

ness of God, with an active understanding to meditate on his excellency,

and an active will to embrace him when he drops upon the soul. If we

understand the amiableness of God, our affections will be ravished ; if we

understand the immensity of his goodness, our spirits will be enlarged.

We are to act with the highest intention, suitable to the greatness of that

God with whom we have to do : Ps. cl. 2, ' Praise him according to his

excellent greatness.' Not that we can worship him equally, but in some

proportion the frame of the heart is to be suited to the excellency of the

object ; our spiritual strength is to be put out to the utmost, as creatures

that act naturally do. The sun shines, and the fire burns, to the utmost of

their natural power. This is so necessary that David, a spiritual worshipper,

prays for it before he sets upon acts of adoration : Ps. lxxx. 18, ' Quicken

us that we may call upon thy name.' As he was loath to have a drowsy

faculty, he was loath to have a drowsy instrument, and would willingly

have them as lively as himself: Ps. lvii. 8, Awake up, my glory; awake,

psaltery and harp : I myself will awake early.' How would this divine soul

screw himself up to God, and be turned into nothing but a holy flame !

Our souls must be boiling hot when we serve the Lord (^sovrsg), Rom.

xii. 11. The heart doth no less burn when it spiritually comes to God,

than when God doth spiritually approach to it, Luke xxiv. 32. A Nabal's

heart, one as cold as a stone, cannot offer up a spiritual service.

Whatsoever is enjoined us as our duty, ought to be performed with the

greatest intcnseness of our spirit. As it is our duty to pray, so it is our

duty to pray with the most fervent importunity. It is our duty to love God,

but with the purest and most sublime affections. Every command of God

requires the whole strength of the creature to be employed in it. That love

to God, wherein all our duty to God is summed up, is to be with all our

strength, with all our might, &c.f Though in the covenant of grace he

hath °miti"atcd the severity of tho law, and requires not from us such an

* 'Ou ydo rraozeyov hit Koiz7a0ai rov <difo.—Iarablich, 1. i. c. 518, p. 87.

t Lady Falkland's Life, p. 130.
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This is necessary to make a worship spiritual. As natural agents are

determined to act suitable to their proper nature, so rational agents are to

act conformable to a rational being. When there is a conformity between

the act and the nature whence it flows, it is a good act in its kind ; if it be

rational, it is a good rational act, because suitable to its principle. As a

man endowed with reason must act suitable to that endowment, and exer-

cise his reason in his acting, so a Christian endued with grace must act

suitable to that nature, and exercise his grace in his acting. Acts done by

a natural inclination are no more human acts than the natural acts of a

beast may be said to be human. Though they are the acts of a man as he

is the efficient cause of them, yet they are not human acts, because they

arise not from that principle of reason which denominates him a man. So

acts of worship performed by a bare exercise of reason, are not Christian

and spiritual acts, because they come not from the principle which con-

stitutes him a Christian. Reason is not the principle, for then all rational

creatures would be Christians. They ought therefore to be acts of a

higher principle, exercises of that grace whereby Christians are what they

are - not but that rational acts in worship are due to God, for worship is

due from us as men, and we are settled in that rank of being by our

reason. Grace doth not exclude reason, but ennobles it, and calls it up to

another form ; but we must not rest in a bare rational worship, but exert

that principle whereby we are Christians. To worship God with our reason,

is to worship him as men ; to worship God with our grace, is to worship him

as Christians, and so spiritually; but to worship him only with our bodies, is

no better than brutes.

Our desires of the word are to issue from the regenerate principle

:

1 Peter ii. 2, ' As new born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word.'

It seems to be not a comparison, but a restriction. All worship must have

the same spring, and be the exercise of that principle, otherwise we can

have no communion with God. Friends that have the same habitual dis-

positions have a fundamental fitness for an agreeable converse with one

another 1 but if the temper wherein their likeness consists be languishing,

and the string out of tune, there is not an actual fitness, and the present

indisposition breaks the converse, and renders the company troublesome.

Though we may have the habitual graces which compose in us a resem-

blance to God, yet for want of acting those suitable dispositions, we render

ourselves unfit for his converse, and make the worship, which is funda-

mentally spiritual, to become actually carnal. As the will cannot naturally

act to any object' but by the exercise of its affections, so the heart cannot

spiritually act towards God but by the exercise of graces. This is God's

music: Eph. v. 19, 'singing and making melody to God in your hearts.'

Singing and all other acts of worship are outward, but the spiritual melody

is 'by grace in the heart,' Col. iii. 16. This renders it a spiritual worship,

for it is an effect of the fulness of the Spirit in the soul; as ver. 19, 'But

be filled with the Spirit.' The overflowing of the Spirit in the heart,

setting the soul of a believer thus on work to make a spiritual melody to

God, shews that something higher than bare reason is put in tune in the

heart. Then is the fruit of the gulden pleasant to Christ, when the Holy

Spirit 'the north and south wind, blow upon the spices,' Cant. iv. 1G, and

strike out the fragrancy of them. Since God is the author of graces, and

bestows them to have a glory from them, they are best employed about him

and his service. It is lit ho should have the cream of his own gifts.

Without the exercise of grace;, we perform but a work of nature, and offer

him a few dry bones without marrow.
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law was given ' by the disposition of angels,' with signs to amaze ; the gospel

was ushered in with the songs of angels, composed of peace and good will,

calculated to ravish the soul. Instead of the terrible voice of the law, Do this

and live ; the comfortable voice of the gospel is, Grace, grace. Upon this

account, the principle of the Old Testament was fear, and the worship often

expressed by the fear of God ; the principle of the New Testament is love.

1 The mount Sinai gendereth to bondage,' Gal. iv. 24 ; mount Zion, from

whence the gospel or evangelical law goes forth, gendereth to liberty ; and,

therefore, the Spirit of bondage unto fear, as the property of the law, is

opposed to the state of adoption, the principle of love, as the property of the

gospel, Rom. viii. 15 ; and therefore the worship of God, under the gospel

or New Testament, is oftener expressed by love than fear, as proceeding

from higher principles, and acting nobler passions. In this state we are to

* serve him without fear,' Luke i. 74 ; without a bondage -fear, not without

a fear of unworthy treating him, with a fear of his goodness, as it is pro-

phesied of, Hosea iii. 5. Goodness is not the object of terror, but reverence.

God, in the law, had more the garb of a judge ; in the gospel, of a father
;

the name of a father is sweeter, and bespeaks more of affection. As their

services were with a feeling of the thunders of the law in their consciences,

so is our worship to be with a sense of gospel grace in our spirits. Spiri-

tual worship is that, therefore, which is exercised with a spiritual and

heavenly affection proper to the gospel. The heart should be enlarged,

according to the liberty the gospel gives of drawing near to God as a father;

as he gives us the nobler relation of children, we are to act the nobler quali-

ties of children. Love should act according to its nature, which is desire

of union, desire of a moral union by affections, as well as a mystical union

by faith, as flame aspires to reach flame and become one with it. In every

act of worship we should endeavour to be united to God, and become one

spirit with him. This grace doth spiritualise worship. In that one word

love, God hath wrapt up all the devotion he requires of us. It is the total

sum of the first table, ' Thou shalt love the Lord thy God ;
' it is to be acted

in everything we do ; but in worship our hearts should more solemnly,' rise

up and acknowledge him amiable and lovely, since the law is stripped of its

cursing power, and made sweet in the blood of the Redeemer. Love is a

thing acceptable of itself, but nothing acceptable without it. The gifts of

one man to another are spiritualised by it. We would not value a present

without the affection of the donor. Every man would lay claim to the love

of others, though he would not to their possessions. Love is God's right in

every service, and the noblest thing we can bestow upon him in our adora-

tions of him. God's gifts to us are not so estimable without his love/nor our

services valuable by him without the exercise of a choice affection. Hezekiah

regarded not his deliverance without the love of the deliverer : ' In love to

my soul thou hast delivered me,' Isa. xxxviii. 17 ; so doth God say, In love

to my honour thou hast worshipped me.

So that love must be acted, to render our worship spiritual.

8. A spiritual sensibleness of our own weakness is necessary to make our

worship spiritual. Affections to God cannot be without relentings in our-

selves. When tho eye is spiritually fixed upon a spiritual God, the heart

will mourn that tho worship is no moro spiritually suitable. The more we
act love upon God, as amiablo and gracious, the moro wo should exercise

grief in ourselves, as wo are vilo and offending. Spiritual worship is a

molting worship as well as an elevating worship; it exalts God, and debaseth

tho creature Tho publican was more spiritual in his humble address to

God, when the Pkarisco was wholly carnal with his swelling language. A
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sweetneai of bis presenee. No doubt but Elijah's desires foe tho

enjoyment of God, while hs was mounting to kesnren, were as fiery ss tho

chariot wherein he was carried. Unutterable groans acted in worship aro

the fruit of the Spirit, and certainly render it a spiritual service, Horn. viii.

26, Strong appetites are Is to (sod, and prepare ns so cat the fruit

of worship. A spiritual Paul pressoth forward to know Christ, and tho

I

< : urrection ; and a spiritual worshipper actually aspires in every

duty to ka . and the power of his grace. To desire worship as an

end, is carnal ; to desire it as a means, and act desires in it for communion

with God in it, is spiritual, and the fruit of a spiritual life.

:>. Thankfulness and admiration are to be exercised in spiritual services.

This is a worship of spirits. Praise is the adoration of the blessed angels,

1 dan vi. o. and of glorified spirits : ltcv. iv. 11, 'Thou art worthy, Lord,

to receive glory, and honour, and power.' And Rev. v. 13, 11, they worship

him, ascribing blessing, honour, glory, and power to him that sits upon

tho throne, and to tho Lamb for ever and ever.' Other acts of worship are

lined to this life, and leave us as soon as wo have set our foot in heaven.

TheSS no notes but this of praise aro warbled out. Tho power, wisdom,

love, and grace in the dispensation of the gospel seat themselves in tho

thoughts and tongues of blessed souls. Can a worship on earth bo spiritual,

that hath no mixture of an eternal heavenly duty with it? Tho worship of

I in innocence had been chiefly an admiration of him in the works of

and should not our evangelical worship be an admiration of him

in the work of redemption, which is a restoration to a better state '? After

tho petitioning for pardoning grace, Hos. xiv. 2, there is a rendering tho

calves or heifers of our lips, alluding to tho heifers used in eucharistical

The praise of Qrod is the choicest sacrifice and worship, under a

n of redeeming grace. This is the prime and eternal part of

worship under tho gOfl I ihsnst, Ps. cxlix. and cl., speaking of

gospel times, spurs on to this kind of worship: ' Sing to the Lord a

Ml let the children of Zion bo joyful in their King; let the saints

bo joyful in glory, and sing aloud upon their beds; let tho high praises of

God bo in their mouths.' lie begins and ends both psalms with /

'

sis Lord. That cannot bo a spiritual and evangelical worship that hath
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nothing of the praise of God in the heart. The consideration of God's ador-

able perfections discovered in the gospel will make us come to him with

more seriousness, beg blessings of him with more confidence, fly to him
with a winged faith and love, and more spiritually glorify him in our

attendances upon him.

6. Spiritual worship is performed with delight. The evangelical worship

is prophetically signified by keeping the feast of tabernacles : They shall

go up from year to year, to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to

keep the feast of tabernacles,' Zech. xiv. 16. Why that feast, when there

were other feasts observed by the Jews ? That was a feast celebrated with

the greatest joy, typical of the gladness which was to be under the exhibi-

tion of the Messiah, and a thankful commemoration of the redemption

wrought by him. It was to be celebrated five days after the solemn day of

atonement, Lev. xxiii. 34, compared with ver. 27, wherein there was one

of the solemnest types of the sacrifice of the death of Christ. In this feast

they commemorated their exchange of Egypt for Canaan, the manna where-

with they were fed, the water out of the rock wherewith they were refreshed.

In remembrance of this, they poured water on the ground, pronouncing

those words in Isaiah, ' they shall draw waters out of the wells of salvation,'

which our Saviour refers to himself,' John vii. 37, inviting them to him to

drink 'upon the last day, the great day of the Feast' of Tabernacles, wherein

this solemn ceremony was observed. Since we are freed by the death of

the Redeemer from the curses of the law, God requires- of us a joy in

spiritual privileges. A sad frame in worship gives the lie to all gospel

liberty, to the purchase of the Redeemer's death, the triumphs of his resur-

rection. It is a carriage as if we were under the influences of the legal fire

and lightning, and an entering a protest against the freedom of the gospel.

The evangelical worship is a spiritual worship, and praise, joy, and delight

are prophesied of as great ingredients in attendance on gospel ordinances,

Isa. xii. 3-5. What was occasion of terror in the worship of God under

the law, is the occasion of delight in the worship of God under the gospel.

The justice and holiness of God, so terrible in the law, becomes comfortable

under the gospel, since they have feasted themselves on the active and
passive obedience of the Redeemer. The approach is to God as gracious,

not to God as unpacified ; as a son to a father, not as a criminal to a judge.

Under the law, God was represented as a judge, remembering their sin in

their sacrifices, and representing the punishment they had merited ; in the

gospel as a father, accepting the atonement, and publishing the reconcilia-

tion wrought by the Redeemer. Delight in God is a gospel frame, therefore

the more joyful, the more spiritual. The Sabbath is to be a delight, not

only in regard of the day, but in regard of the duties of it, Isaiah lviii. 13 ;

in regard of the marvellous work he wrought on it, raising up our blessed

Redeemer on that day, whereby a foundation was laid for the rendering our

persons and services acceptable to God : Ps. cxviii. 24, * This is the day
which the Lord hath made, we will be glad and rejoice in it.' A lumpish

frame becomes not a day and a duty that hath so noble and spiritual a

mark upon it.

The angels, in tho first act of worship after the creation, were highly

joyful : Job xxxviii. 7, They ' shouted for joy,' &0.

The saints have particularly acted this in their worship. David would
not content himself with an approach to tho altar, without going to God as

his ' exceeding joy,' Ps. xliii. 4, my triumphant joy. When he danced

before tho ark, he seems to be transformed into delight and pleasure, 2 Sam.
vi. 14, 16. Ho had as much delight in worship as others had in their
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Deli the frame and temper of glory. A bear! filled op to tl

with • tilled up to the brim with the spirit. .Joy is the fruit

of the Boly Ghost, (HI. v. 22.

fl.) \: the joy of God's dispensation, flowing from God, bni <is

>y streaming to God. There is a joy when the comforts of G

are dropped into the soul, as oil upon the wheel, which indeed makes the

(acuities mow with more speed and activity in his service, like tho char.

of Amminadab ; and i soul may serve < k>d in the strength of thi

lelight terminated in the sensible comfort. This is not the joy I mean,

but such a joy that hath God for its object, delighting in him as the term,

in worship as the way to him. The first II I tfon, the other

is our duty. The finl is an act of God's favour to as, 1 weond a sprout

of I ice in OS. The comforts we have from God may elevate our

duties, but the grace WC have within doth spiritualise cur duties.

Nor is every delight an argument of a spiritual service. All the

• worship must he talon in. A man may invent a worship, and

:ht in it, as Mieah in the adoration of his idol, when ho was glad he ha 1

pot both an ephod and a Levite, Judges xvii. As a man may have a con-

tinent in sin, so he may have a contentment in worship; not because it

IS I worship of God, but tho worship of his own invention, agreeable to his

own humour and design, as Isaiah lviii. 2, it is said, they ' delighted in

approaching to God,' but it was for carnal ends. Novelty engenders com-

placency ; but it must be a worship wherein God will delight, and that must

B worship according to his own rule and infinite wisdom, and not our

shallow fancies.

[uires a cheerfulness in his service, especially under the gospel,

v he sits upon a throne of grace, discovers himself in his amiableness,

and acts the covenant of grace and the sweet relation of a Father. The

of old were not to sully themselves with any sorrow when they

ie of their functions. God put a bar to the natural a:

tions of Aaron and his sons when Nadab and Abihu had been cut off by a

severe bar. . x. ('». Every true Christian, in a higher order

of priestbi i person dedicated to joy and peace, offering himself a

lively sacrifice of
|

ad thanksgiving
J
and there is no Christian duty

but toff and oed with cheerfulness; He that loves a cheerful

giver in eh irity, re [uires no less a cheerful spirit in acts of worship.

lient in worship, so it is the means to m t spirits

at in worship. When the heart triumphs in the consideration oi divine

and goodness, it will 1 J at anything that offers to jog and

kurb it.

7. Spiritual worship is to bo performed, though with a delight in God,



310 chaknock's wokks. [John IV. 24.

yet with a deep reverence of God. The gospel, in advancing the spirituality

of worship, takes off the terror, but not the reverence of God, which is

nothing else in its own nature but a due and high esteem of the excellency

of a thing according to the nature of it. And therefore the gospel, presenting

us with more illustrious notices of the glorious nature of God, is so far from

indulging any disesteem of him, that it requires of us a greater reverence,

suitable to the height of its discovery, above what could be spelled in the

book of creation. The gospel worship is therefore expressed by trembling :

Hos. xi. 10, ' They shall walk after the Lord; he shall roar like a lion;

when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west.' When
the Lion of the tribe of Judah shall lift up his powerful voice in the gospel,

the western Gentiles shall run trembling to walk after the Lord. God bath

alway attended his greatest manifestations with remarkable characters of

majesty, to create a reverence in his creature. He caused the wind to march
before him, to cut the mountain, when he manifested himself to Elijah,

1 Kings xix. 11; a wind and a cloud of fire before that magnificent vision

to Ezekiel, Ezek. i. 4, 5 ; thunders and lightnings before the giving the

law, Exod. xix. 18 ; and a mighty wind before the giving the Spirit, Acts

ii. God requires of us an awe of him in the very act of performance. The
angels are pure, and cannot fear him as sinners, but in reverence they cover

their faces when they stand before him, Isaiah vi. 2. His power should

make us reverence him, as we are creatures ; his justice, as we are sinners;

his goodness, as we are restored creatures. ' God is clothed with unspeak-

able majesty ; the glory of his face shines brighter than the lights of heaven

in their beauty. Before him the angels tremble, and the heavens melt ; we
ought not, therefore, to come before him with the sacrifice of fools, nor

tender a duty to him without falling low upon our faces, and bowing the

knees of our hearts in token of reverence.'* Not a slavish fear, like that of

devils, but a godly fear, like that of saints, Heb. xii. 28, joined with a sense

of an unmoveable kingdom, becometh us. And this the apostle calls a

grace necessary to make our service acceptable ; and therefore the grace

necessary to make it spiritual, since nothing finds admission to God but

what is of a spiritual nature. The consideration of his glorious nature

should imprint an awful respect upon our souls to him. His goodness

should make his majesty more adorable to us, as his majesty makes his

goodness more admirable in his condescensions to us. As God is a Spirit,

our worship must be spiritual ; and being he is the supreme Spirit, our

worship must be reverential. We must observe the state he takes upon him
in his ordinances; ' he is in heaven, we upon the earth;' we must not there-

fore be ' hasty to utter anything before God,' Eccles. v. 7. Consider him a

Spirit in the highest heavens, and ourselves spirits dwelling in a dreggy

earth. . Loose and garish frames debase him to our own quality ; slight pos-

tures of spirit intimate him to be a slight and mean being ; our being in

covenant with him must not lower our awful apprehensions of him. As he
is ' the Lord thy God,' it is a glorious and fearful name,' or wonderful,

Deut. xxviii. 58. Though he lay by his justice to believers, he doth not lay

by his majesty. When wo have a confidence in him, because he is the Lord
our God, we must have awful thoughts of his majesty, because his name is

glorious. God is terrible from his holy places, in regard of the great things

he doth for his Israel, Ps. lxviii. 85. We should behave ourselves with that

inward honour and respect of him as if he were present to our bodily eyes.

The higher apprehensions wo havo of his majesty, the greater awe will be

upon our hearts in his presence, and the greater spirituality in our acts.

* Daillc, Sur. 3. Jean, p. HO.
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the temple ai Delphos, followed I mw, wh aa inainnatedi that

when we have to do with (lod, who is the only En$, we should behave our-

selves witfa I of our own infirmity and infinite distance from him.

a person, so a duty, leavened with pride, hath nothing of sincerity, and there-

nothing of spirituality in it : Hah. ii. I, • Hil BOfll, which is lifted up,

II not upright in him.' The elders that were crowned by God to he ki

ami prieata, to otter spiritual sacrifices, uncrown themselves in their worship

of him, and cast down their ornaments at his feet, llcv. iv. 10 compared
with y. The Greek word to worship,

-
ft, lignifiei to creep like a dog

upon his belly before his master, to lie low. How deep should our sense

bl o{ the privilege of God's admitting us to his worship, and affording us

such a mercy under our deserts of wrath ! How mean should bo our

thoughts, both of our persons and performances ! How* patiently should

we wait upon God for the success of worship ! How did Abraham, the

father of the faithful, equal himself to the earth when he supplicated the

God of heaven, and devoted himself to him under the title of very dust and

es ! Gen. xviii. 27. Isaiah did but behold an evangelical apparition of

God and the angels worshipping him, and presently reflects upon his own
uncleanncss, Isa. vi. 5. God's presence both requires and causes humility.

How lowly is David in his own opinion, after a magnificent duty performed

by him.-' if and his people : 1 Chron. xxix. 14, ' Who am I ? and what is

my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly ?
' The more spiritual

the soul is m its carriage to God, the more humble it is ; and the more
gracious God is in his communications to the soul, the lower it lies.

God commanded not the fiercer creatures to be offered to him in sacrifices,

but lambs and kids, meek and lowly creatures ; none that had stings in

IBM ir tails or venom in their tongues. f The meek lamb was tho daily

sacrifice : the dovea wan to be offered by pairs ; God would not have hi

mixed with any sacrifice, Lev. ii. 11. That bi\ adl choler, and choler pride
;

but oil ho commanded to be QBad, that sir, :.d mollifies the parts.

Swelling \
ride and boiling passions render our services carnal ; they cannot

bo spiritual without an humble I -s and an innocent sincerity ; ono

grain of this tr || the most costly sacrifices. A contrite heart pal

gloss upon worship, Ps. Ii. 16, 17. The departure of men and angels from

* Plutarch, afoctl p. M4.
t Camlam acnleatam Tel linguam Digram Alexaud. ab Alex. 1. 3, c. 12,
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God began in pride ; our approaches and return to him must begin in

humility ; and therefore all those graces which are bottomed on humility

must be acted in worship, as faith, and a sense of our own indigence. Our
blessed Saviour, the most spiritual worshipper, prostrated himself in the

garden with the greatest lowliness, and offered himself upon the cross a

sacrifice with the greatest humility. Melted souls in worship have the most
spiritual conformity to the person of Christ in the state of humiliation, and
his design in that state ; as worship without it is not suitable to God, so

neither is it advantageous for us. A time of worship is a time of God's

communication. The vessel must be melted to receive the mould it is

designed for ; softened wax is fittest to receive a stamp, and a spiritually

melted soul fittest to receive a spiritual impression. We cannot perform

duty in an evangelical and spiritual strain without the meltingness and
meanness in ourselves which the gospel requires.

9. Spiritual worship is to be performed with holiness. God is a holy

Spirit ; a likeness to God must attend the worshipping of God, as he is
;

holiness is alway in season, ' it becomes his house for ever,' Ps. xciii. 5.

We can never ' serve the living God ' till we have ' consciences purged from

dead works,' Heb. ix. 14. Dead works in our consciences are unsuitable to

God, an eternal living Spirit. The more mortified the heart, the more
quickened the service. Nothing can please an infinite purity but that which
is pure ; since God is in his glory in his ordinances, we must not be in our

filthiness. The holiness of his Spirit doth sparkle in his ordinances ; the

holiness of our spirits ought also to sparkle in our observance- of them.

The holiness of God is most celebrated in the worship of angels, Isa. vi. 3,

Rev. iv. 8. Spiritual worship ought to be like angelical ; that cannot be
with souls totally impure. As there must be perfect holiness to make a

worship perfectly spiritual, so there must be some degree of holiness to

make it in any measure spiritual. God would have all the utensils of the

sanctuary employed about his service to be holy ; the inwards of the sacrifice

were to be rinsed thrice.* The crop and feathers of sacrificed doves was to

be hungf eastward towards the entrance of the temple, at a distance from the

holy of holies, where the presence of God was most eminent, Lev. i. 16.

When Aaron was to go into the holy of holies, he was to sanctify himself

in an extraordinary manner, Lev. xvi. 4. The priests were to be barefooted

in the temple in the exercise of their office ; shoes alway were to be put off

upon holy ground : ' Look to thy foot when thou goest to the house of God/
saith the wise man, Eccles. v. 1. Strip the affections, the feet of the soul,

of all the dirt contracted ; discard all earthly and base thoughts from the

heart. A beast was not to touch the mount Sinai without losing his life
;

nor can we come near the throne with brutish affections without losing the

life and fruit of the worship. An unholy soul degrades himself from a spirit

to a brute, and the worship from spiritual to brutish. If any unmortified

sin be found in the life, as it was in the comers to the temple, it taints and
pollutes the worship, Isa. i. 15, Jer. vii. 9, 10. All worship is an acknow-
ledgment of the excellency of God as he is holy ; hence it is called a ' sancti-

fying God's name.' How can any person sanctify God's name that hath not
a holy resemblance to his nature ? If ho be not holy as he is holy, he
cannot worship him according to his excellency in spirit and in truth ; no
worship is spiritual wherein wo have not a communion with God. But
what intercourse can there bo between a holy God and an impure creature,

between light and darkness '? We have no fellowship with him in any
service, unless wo ' walk in tho light,' in service and out of service, as he is

* As the Jewish doctors obscrvo on Lev. i. 9. -f Qu. ' flung"?

—

Ed.
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ingly to the temple, begs of God that their ' hearts might be prepared to

him,' 1 Chron. xxix. 18 ; that their hearts might stand right to God, without
any squinting to self-ends.

Some present themselves to God, as poor men offer a present to a great

person, not to honour them, but to gain for themselves a reward richer than
their gift. ' What profit is it that we have kept his ordinances?' &c, Mai.
iii. 14. Some worship him, intending thereby to make him amends for the

wrong they have done him, wipe off their scores, and satisfy their debts ; as

though a spiritual wrong could be recompensed with a bodily service, and
an infinite Spirit be outwitted and appeased by a carnal flattery. Self is

the spirit of carnality. To pretend a homage to God, and intend only the

advantage of self,|is rather to mock him than worship him. When we be-

lieve that we ought to be satisfied rather than God glorified; we set God
below ourselves, imagine that he should submit his own honour to our

advantage. We make ourselves more glorious than God, as though we were
not made for him, but he hath a being only for us ; this is to have a very

low esteem of the majesty of God. Whatsoever any man aims at in worship

above the glory of God, that he forms as an idol to himself instead of God,
and sets up a golden image. God counts not this as a worship. The offerings

made in the wilderness for forty years together, God esteemed as not offered

to him : Amos v. 25, ' Have you offered to me sacrifices and offerings in

the wilderness forty years, house of Israel ? ' They did it not to God,
but to themselves ; for their own security, and the attainment of the pos-

session of the promised land. A spiritual worshipper performs not worship

for some hopes of carnal advantage ; he uses ordinances as means to bring

God and his soul together, to be more fitted to honour God in the world in

his particular place. When he hath been inflamed and humble in any
address or duty, he gives God the glory ; his heart suits the doxology at the

end of the Lord's prayer, ascribes the kingdom, power, and glory to God
alone ; and if any viper of pride starts out upon him, he endeavours pre-

sently to shake it off. That which was the first end of our framing ought to

be the chief end of our acting towards God. But when men have the same
ends in worship as brutes, the satisfaction of a sensitive part, the service is

no more than brutish. The acting for a sensitive end is unworthy of the

majesty of God to whom we address, and unbecoming a rational creature.

The acting for a sensitive end is not rational, much less can it be a spiritual

service ; though the acting may be good in itself, yet not good in the agent,

because he wants a due end. We are then spiritual, when we have the same
end in our redeemed services as God had in his redeeming love, viz., his

own glory.

11. Spiritual service is offered to God in the name of Christ. Those are

only ' spiritual sacrifices ' that are offered up to God by Jesus Christ,'

1 Peter ii. 5 ; that are the fruits of the sanctification of the Spirit, and
offered in the mediation of the Son. As the altar sanctifies the gift, so doth

Christ spiritualise our services for God's acceptation ; as the fire upon the

altar separated the airy and finer parts of the sacrifice from the terrene and
earthly. This is the golden altar upon which the prayers of the saints are

offered up before the throne, ltcv. viii. 3. As all that we have from God
streams through his blood, so all that we give to God ascends by virtue of

his merits. All the blessings God gave to the Israelites camo out of Zion,

—

Ps. exxxiv. 3, Tho Lord bless thee out of Zion,'—that is, from the gospel

hid under the law ; all tho duties wo present to God, are to be presented in

Zion, in an evangelical manner. All our worship must be bottomed on
Christ. God hath intended that wo should ' honour tho Son as wo honour
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1 1 is a Spirit infinitely happy, therefore wo must approach to him with

cheerfulness ; be is a Spirit of infinite majesty, therefore we must come
ire him with r. \> renee ; he is a Spirit infinitely high, therefore ••

r up our sacrifices with the deepest humility; he is a Spirit infinitely

holy, therefore wo must address with purity; he is a Spirit infinitely glo-

rious, wo must therefore acknowledge his excellency in all that we do, I

in our measures contribute to his glory, by having tho highest aims in his

worship ; he is a Spirit infinitely provoked by us, therefore we must oiler

up our worship iu the name of a pacifying mediator and intercessor.

III. The third general is, "Why a spiritual worship is due to G< d, and to

be offered to him. Wo must consider the object of worship, and the sub-

ject of worship; tho worshipper and the worshipped. God is a spiritual

being, man is a reasonable creature. The nature of God informs us what

Lb fit to he presented to him; our own nature informs us what is fit to bo

I llted by US.

<>)i 1. The best we have is to be presented to God in worship. I'< r,

1. B '1 is tho most excellent being, he is to be served by DS with

tho most excellent thing wo have, and with tho choicest veneration. (.

[lent, that we cannot render him what he deseil

We must render him what we are able to other: the best of our ate I

the flower of our strength, tho cream and top of our spirits. By tho samo
reason that hound to give to h, l the 1 - s1 worship, we must oiler it

to him in th We cannot give to God anything too :

bo 1 rvices become not

his : . Mai. i. 1:5, li. [f is imbecoming the majesty of Q . and tho

reason of a en ature, to pive him a trivial thing. It is unworthy ow
th<- best of our Btrength on our hist, an 1 the wont and weakest in tho

An infinite Spirit should have affections as near to infinite
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as we can. As he is a Spirit without bounds, so he should have a service

without limits : when we have given him all, we ' cannot serve him' accord-

ing to the excellency of his nature, Joshua xxiv. 19 ; and shall we give him
less than all ? His infinite excellency, and our dependence on him as crea-

tures, demands the choicest adoration. Our spirits being the noblest part

of our nature, are as due to him as the service of our bodies, which are the

vilest. To serve him with the worst only is to diminish his honour.
2. Under the law God commanded the best to be offered him. He would

have the males, the best of the kind ; the fat, the best of the creature,

Exod. xxix. 13, the inward fat, not the offals. He commanded them to

offer him the firstlings of the flock ; not the firstlings of the womb, but the

firstlings of the year, the Jewish cattle having two breeding times, in the

beginning of the spring and the beginning of September ; the latter breed was
the weaker, which Jacob knew, Gen. xxx., when he laid the rods before

the cattle when they were strong in the spring, and withheld them when
they were feeble in the autumn. One reason, as the Jews say, why God
accepted not the offerings of Cain was, because he brought the meanest, not
the best of the fruit ; and therefore it is said only that he brought of

the fruit of the ground, Gen. iv. 3, not the first of the fruit, or the best of

the fruit, as Abel, who brought the firstling of his flock, and the fat

thereof, ver. 4.

3. And this the heathen practised by the light of nature. They for the

most part offered males, as being more worthy ; and burnt the male, not

the female, frankincense, as it is divided into those two kinds. They offered

the best when they offered their children to Moloch. Nothing more excel-

lent than man, and nothing dearer to parents than their children, which
are parts of themselves. When the Israelites would have a golden calf

for a representation of God, they would dedicate their jewels, and strip

their wives and children of their richest ornaments, to shew their devotion.

Shall men serve their dumb idols with the best of their substance, and the

strength of their souls ; and shall the living God have a duller service from
us than idols had from them ? God requires no such hard but delightful

worship from us, our spirits.

4. All creatures serve man, by the providential order of God, with the

best they have. As we, by God's appointment, receive from creatures the

best they can give, ought wre not with a free will render to God the best we
can offer ? The beasts give us their best fat, the trees their best fruit, the

sun its best light, the fountains their best streams : shall God order us

the best from creatures, and we put him off with the worst from ourselves ?

5. God hath given us the choicest thing he had : a Redeemer that was
1 the power of God, and the wisdom of God ;' the best he had in heaven,

his own Son, and in himself a sacrifice for us, that we might be enabled to

present ourselves a sacrifice to him. And Christ offered himself for us, the

best he had, and that with the strength of the Deity ' through the eternal

Spirit ;' and shall we grudge God the best part of ourselves ? As God would

have a worship from his creature, so it must be with the best part of his creature.

If we havo ' given ourselves to the Lord,' 2 Cor. viii. 5, we can worship

with no less than ourselves. What is the man without his spirit ? If we
are to worship God with all that we havo received from him, we must worship

him with the best part we havo received from him. It is but a small glory

wo can givo him with tho best, and shall we deprive him of his right by
|

I

giving him tho worst ? As what wo are is from God, so what we are

ought to bo for God. Creation is tho foundation of worship : Ps. c. 2, 8,
1 Servo tho Lord with gladness : know yo that the Lord he is God ; it is he
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2. We cannot else act towards God accordn be natn

rational en atures. Spiritual worship is due to ( rod, bi can • of bis natn

and due from as, because of our nature* As we are to ad G
arc to adore him as men, The nature of a rational creature mas
impression upon him: heoannoi view his own nature without haying this

duty striking upon his mind. As be knows by inspection into himself, that

there was a God that made him, so that be is made to be in subjection to

I, subjection to him in his spirit as well as bis body, and ought morally

to testify this natural dependence on him* His constitution informs him
that he hath a capacity to convene with (Jod

J
that he cannot CO] ith

him hut by those inward faculties. If it could bo managed by 1.

without his spirit, beasts might as well converse with God as men. Jt

never be s ' reasonable service' as it ought to be, Horn, xii. 1, unless tbo

unable faculties be employed in the management of it. It must be a

worship prodigiously lame, without the concurrence of the chiefeet part of

man with it. As we are to act conformably to the naturo of the object, so

also to the nature of our own faculties. Our faculties in the very gift of

them to us were destined to he exercised ; about what ? What ? All other

things but the author of them ? It is a conceit cannot enter into the heart

of a rational creature, that he should act as such a creature in other thii

and as a -tone in things relating to the donor of them ; as a man with his

mind about him in the allairs of tbo world, as a beast without reason in his

acts towards God. If a man did not employ his reason in other things, he
would be an unprofitable creature in the world. If he do not employ his

spiritual faculties in worship, he denies them the proper end and use for which

they l an him ; it is a practical denial that God hath given him a soul,

and that God hath any right to the exercise of it. It' there were no worship
appointed by God in the world, the natural inclination of man to some kind

of religion would be in vain
;
and if our inward faculties not emp!

in the duties ^( religion, they would be in vain. The true end of God in

the endowment of us with them would be defeated by us, as much as lies in

us, if we did not serve him with that which we have from him solely

at his own cost. As no man can with reason conclude that the rest com-
manded on the Sabbath, and the sanctitication of it, was only a rest of the

.—that had In en performed by the beasts as well as men; but some
higher end was aimed at for the rational civature,—so no man can think

that the n.mmand for worship terminated only in t: BOS of the I

that God should give tho command to man as a reasonable creature, and
expect no other servico from him than that of a br

* Amy: it p. 311.



318 charnock's works. [John IV. 24.

God did not require a worship from man for any want he had, or any-

essential honour that could accrue to him, but that men might testify their

gratitude to him, and dependence on him. It is the most horrid ingratitude

not to have lively and deep sentiments of gratitude after such obligations,

and not to make those due acknowledgments that are proper for a rational

creature. Religion is the highest and choicest act of a reasonable creature.

No creature under heaven is capable of it that wants reason. As it is a

violation of reason not to worship God, so it is no less a violation of reason

not to wrorship him with the heart and spirit. It is a high dishonour to

God, and defeats him not only of the service due to him from man, but that

which is due to him from all the creatures. Every creature, as it is an

effect of God's power and wisdom, doth passively worship God; that is, it

doth afford matter of adoration to man, that hath reason to collect it and
return it where it is due. Without the exercise of the soul, we can no more
hand it to God, than without such an exercise we can gather it from the

creature ; so that by this neglect the creatures are restrained from answering

their chief end ; they cannot pay any service to God without man ; nor can

man without the employment of his rational faculties render a homage to

God, any more than beasts can. This engagement of our inward power

stands firm and unviolable, let the modes of worship be what they will, or the

changes of them by the sovereign authority of God never so frequent, this could

not expire or be changed as long as the nature of man endured. As man
had not been capable of a command for worship, unless he had been endued

with spiritual faculties, so he is not active in a true practice of worship,

unless they be employed by him in it. The constitution of man makes this

manner of worship perpetually obligatory, and the obligation can never

cease till man cease to be a creature furnished with such faculties. In our

worship, therefore, if we would act like rational creatures, we should extend

all the powers of our souls to the utmost pitch, and essay to have appre-

hensions of God equal to the excellency of his nature, which though we may
attempt, we can never attain.

t Reason 3. Without this engagement of our spirits, no act is an act of

worship. True worship being an acknowledgment of God and the perfec-

tions of his nature, results only from the soul, that being only capable of

knowing God, and those perfections, which are the object and motive of

worship. The posture of the body is but to testify the inward temper and

affection of the mind. If therefore it testifies what it is not, it is a lie and

no worship. The cringes a beast may be taught to make to an altar may
as well be called worship, since a man thinks as little of that God he pre-

tends to honour, as the beast doth of the altar to which he bows. Worship

is a reverent remembrance of God, and giving some honour to him with the

intention of the soul. It cannot justly have the name of worship that wants

the essential part of it. It is an ascribing to God the glory of his nature,

an owning subjection and obedience to him as our sovereign Lord. This is

as impossible to be performed without the spirit as that there can be life

and motion in a body without a soul. It is a drawing near to God, not in

regard of his essential presence,—so all things are near to God,—but in

acknowledgment of his excellency, which is an act of the spirit ; without

this, the worst of men in a place of worship are as near to God as the best.

The necessity of the conjunction of our soul ariseth from the nature of wor-

ship, which being the most serious thing we can be employed in, the highest

converse with tho highest object requires the choicest temper of spirit in

the performance. That cannot be an act of worship which is not an act of

piety and virtue, but thero is no act of virtue done by the members of the
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lency ; and that which is a contempt and mockery can lay no jut claim to

the title o( worship.

R •' 1. There is in worship an approach of God to man. It

instituted U) this purpose, that God might give out his blessings to DO

And Ought not our spirits to he prepftiod an 1 fl aly to receive his communi-
cations '.' We are in such acts more- peculiarly in his presence. In the

Israelites
1

hearing the law, it said God was to ' come among them,' Exod.
xix. It), 11, Then, men aro said to stand before the Lord: Deut. x. 9,
1 G I I ire whom 1 stand;' that is, whom I worship. And therefore

wlnn Cain forsook the worship of God, settled in his father's family, ho is

I to 'go out from the presence of the Lord,' Gen. iv. 1G. God is

essentially present in the world, graciously present in his church. The
name of the evangelical city is Jehovah Shammak: Ezck. xlviii. 35, 'The
Lord is there.' God is more graciously present in the evangelical institu-

tions than in the legal; he 'loves the gates of Zion, more than all tho

dwellings of Jacob,' Ps. lxxxvii. 2. His evangelical law and worship which
was to go forth from Zion, as tho other did from Sinai, Micah iv. 2. God
delights to approach to men, and converse with them in the worship insti-

tuted in the gospel, more than in all the dwellings of Jacob. If God be
graciously present, ought not we to bo spiritually present ? A lifeless

earcass service becomes not so high and delectable a presence as this ; it is

to thrust him from us, not invite him to us ; it is to practise in tho ordi-

nances what tho prophet predicts concerning men's usage of our Saviour:

. liii. 2, ' There is no form, no comeliness, nor beauty that we should desiro

him.' A slightnesi in worship reflects upon the excellency of the object of

worship. God and his worship are so linked together, that whosoever thinks

the one not worth his inward care, esteems the other not worth his inw .

affection. How unworthy a slight is it of God, who proffers the opening his

treasure, the n-impres.-ing his imago, conferring his K> us
into his pn when he hath no need for us, wdio hath millions of angels

1 him in his court, and celebrate his praise ! He that worships uot

God with his spirit, regards not God's e in his ordinane

slights the groat end of God in them, and that perfection he may attain by
them. We can only expect what God hath promised to giv. . wo
render to him what ho hath commanded us to present. If we put oil' God
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with a shell, he will put us off with a husk. How can we expect his heart,

when we do not not give him ours ? or hope for the blessing needful for us,

when we render not the glory due to him ? It cannot be an advantageous

worship without spiritual graces ; for those are uniting, and union is the

ground of all communion.

Beasoji 5. To have a spiritual worship is God's end in the restoration of

the creature, both in redemption by his Son, and sanctification by his Spirit.

A fitness for spiritual offerings was the end of the coming of Christ, Mai.

iii. 3. He should purge them, as gold and silver by fire, a spirit burning up

their dross, melting them into a holy compliance with, and submission to,

God. To what purpose ? That they may ' offer to the Lord an offering

in righteousness,' a pure offering from a purified spirit. He came to

* bring us to God,' 1 Peter iii. 18, in such a garb as that we might be fit

to converse with him. Can wre be thus without a fixedness of our spirits

on him ?

The ' offering of spiritual sacrifices ' is the end of making any a spiritual

habitation, and a holy priesthood,' 1 Peter ii. 5. We can no more be

worshippers of God, without a worshipper's nature, than a man be a man
without human nature. As man was at first created for the honour and

worship of God, so the design of restoring that image, which was defaced

by sin, tends to the same end. We are not brought to God by Christ, nor

are our services presented to him, if they be without our spirits. Would any

man, that undertakes to bring another to a prince, introduce him in a slovenly

and sordid habit, such a garb that he knows hateful to him ? or bring the

clothes or skin of a man stuffed with straw, instead of the person ? To
come with our skins before God, without our spirits, is contrary to the design

of God in redemption and regeneration.

If a carnal worship would have pleased God, a carnal heart would have

served his turn, without the expense of his Spirit in sanctification. He
bestows upon man a spiritual nature, that he may return to him a spiritual

service. He enlightens the understanding, that he may have a rational

service, and new moulds the will, that he may have a voluntary service. As

it is the milk of the word wherewith he feeds us, so it is the service of the

word wherewith we must glorify him. So much as there is of confusedness

in our understanding, so much of starting and levity in our wills, so much
of slipperiness and skipping in our affections, so much is abated of the due

qualities of the worship of God, and so much we fall short of the end of

redemption and sanctification.

Reason 6. A spiritual worship is to be offered to God, because no worship

but that can J)e acceptable. We can never be secured of acceptance without

it. He being a Spirit, nothing but the worship in spirit can be suitable to

him. What is unsuitable cannot be acceptable. There must be something

in us, to make our services capable of being presented by Christ for an actual

acceptation. No service is acceptable to God by Jesus Christ,' but as it is

a ' spiritual sacrifice,' and offered by a spiritual heart, 1 Pet. ii. 5. The
sacrifice is first spiritual, before it be acceptable to God by Christ. When
it is ' an offering in righteousness,' it is then, and only then, pleasant to the

Lord, Mai. iii. 8, 4. No prince would accept a gift that is unsuitable to his

majesty, and bolow the condition of the person that presents it. Would he

bo pleased with a bottlo of water for drink, from one that hath his cellar full

of wine ? How unacceptable must that be that is unsuitable to the divine

majesty ! And what can bo moro unsuitable, than a withdrawing the opera-

tions of our souls from him, in the oblation of our bodies ? We as little

' glorify God as God' when wo givo him only a corporeal worship, as the
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holiness to hare eommnnion with such, than it is contrary to tho nature of

light to hare oommnnion with darkness.

1 Y. To make OM of this :

/ 1. First, it serves for information.

1. If spiritual worship bo required by God, how sad is it for thorn that

are so far from giving God a ipiritaal worship, that they render him no

worship at all ! 1 speak not of tho neglect of puhlic, but of private
; when

men present not a devotion to God from one year's end to the other. Tho
speech of our Saviour, that we must worship God in spirit and in truth,

implies that a worship is duo to him from every one. That is the common
impression upon the eonselenoei of all men in tho world, if they hare not,

by some constant course in grosi sins, hardened their souls, and stifled those

natural sentiments. There was never a nation in the world without some

kind of religion, and no religion was ever without some modes to testify a

devotion. The heathens had their sacrifices and purifications ; and the Jews,

by God's order, had their rites whereby they were to express their allegiance

to God.
Consider,

(1.) Worship is a duty incumbent upon all men. It is a homage mankind

owes to God, under the relation wherein he stands obliged to him. It is a

prime and immutable justice to own our allegiance to him. It is as unchange-

able a truth that God is to be worshipped, as that God is. He is to be wor-

shipped as God, as Creator, and therefore by all, since he is the Creator of

all, the Lord of all, and all are his creatures, and all are his subjects. Wor-
ship is founded upon creation, Ps. c. 2, 3. It is due to God for himself and

Ueoey, and therefore due from all. It is due upon the

account of man's nature. The human rational nature is the same in all.

"Whatsoever is due to God upon tho account of man's nature, and the natural

obligations he hath laid upon man, is duo from all men, because they all

enjoy tho benefits which ere proper to their nature.

D in no state Wl
|
h d, not Ban 1 I exempt d from it. In par

had his Sabbath meats. Man tin r. fore dissolves the obligation

of a r by neglecting the worship of God.

B in the first pUc I. As soon ae Noah eame out of

the ark, he contrived not a habitation for himself, but an altar for the Lord,

.-knowledge him the author of his preservation from the doing I
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viii. 20 ; and wheresoever Abraham came, his first business was to erect an

altar, and pay his arrears of gratitude to God, before he ran upon the score

for new mercies, Gen. xii. 7, xiii. 4, 18. He left a testimony of worship

wherever he came.

(2.) Wholly therefore to neglect it, is a high degree of atheism. He that

* calls not upon God,' * saith in his heart, There is no God,' and seems to

have the sentiments of natural conscience as to God stifled in him, Ps. xiv.

1, 4. It must arise from a conceit that there is no God, or that we are

equal to him (adoration not being due from persons of an equal state), or

that God is unable or unwilling to take notice of the adoring acts of his

creatures. What is any of these but an undeifying the supreme Majesty ?

When we lay aside all thoughts of paying any homage to him, we are in a

fair way opinionatively to deny him, as much as we practically disown him.

Where there is no knowledge of God, that is, no acknowledgment of God, a

gap is opened to all licentiousness, Hos. iv. 1, 2 ; and that by degrees brawns

the conscience, and razeth out the sense of God. Those forsake God that

' forget his holy mountain,' Isa. lxv. 11. They do not practically own him
as the Creator of their souls or bodies. It is the sin of Cain, who, turning

his back upon worship, is said to go out from the presence of the Lord,'

Gen. iv. 16. Not to worship him with our spirits, is against his law of

creation ; not to worship him at all, is against his act of creation ; not to

worship him in truth is hypocrisy ; not to worship him at all is atheism,

whereby we render ourselves worse than the worms in the earth, or a toad

in a ditch.

(3.) To perform a worship to a false God, or to the true God in a false

manner, seems to be less a sin than to live in perpetual neglect of it. Though
it be directed to a false object instead of God, yet it is under the notion of a

God, and so is an acknowledgment of such a being as God in the world
;

whereas the total neglect of any worship is a practical denying of the exist-

ence of any supreme Majesty.

Whosoever constantly omits a public and private worship, transgresses

against an universally-received dictate, for all nations have agreed in the

common notion of worshipping God, though they have disagreed in the

several modes and rites whereby they would testify that adoration. By a

worship of God, though superstitious, a veneration and reverence of such a

being is maintained in the world ; whereas by a total neglect of worship, he

is virtually disowned and discarded, if not from his existence, yet from his

providence and government of the world. All the mercies we breathe in are

denied to flow from him. A foolish worship owns religion, though it be-

spatters it. As if a stranger coming into a country mistakes a subject for

the prince, and pays that reverence to the subject which is due to the prince,

though he mistakes the object, yet he owns an authority ; or if he pays any
respect to the true prince of that country after the mode of his own, though
appearing ridiculous in the place where he is, he owns the authority of the

prince ; whereas the omission of all respect would be a contempt of majesty.

And therefore, the judgments of God have been more signal upon the sacri-

legious contemners of worship among the heathens, than upon those that

were diligent and devout in their false worship ; and they generally owned
the blessings received, to tho preservation of a sense and worship of a deity

among them. Though such a worship bo not acceptable to God, and every

man is bound to offer to God a devotion agreeable to his own mind, yet it is

commendable, not as worship, but as it speaks an acknowledgment of such a

being as God, in his power in creation, and his beneficence in his providence.

Well, then, omissions of worship aro to be avoided. Lot no man execute



John IV. 84, EBTTUAI IF,

tli ii op '•! him •• If, which God will

fend bid God d no him, who will at 1 1

'

ir God bid bin

dep I liim. '1 h man liatli
'

to be

wor \ in ' an h" t, or

it him in a ' !i dit in mil -r. 1 1

•

if attention npon the fourth command, ' Ii member I p holy

tin 1 S ibbath 'I i <

'

'

I

11 1
' in it. 'I mmund thoroforo, which cona i

\v i 1

1

lei au\ •

I cannot find

in it. 'I'll.- farther from God, the moro carnal mull w N'n man
from the sunl

G I commanded ;> circumcised heari in the J< I
I"'

ttward tost of religion Ii" bad then

appointed; In* rding to his command* thai th

tli<> sacrifices, and practise the legal purifications he had commandi
would have them diligently (h he had di that he imp •

I

them only for a tin: . II Saviour <>:•! PC 1 tin' practice of
I

tiw rights as long as the law remained anrepealed, as in the ease of I

r, Mark \iv. I. It is an injustice t ) refuse tin- ofterin

to the manner lie hath in his wisdom prescribed rain 1.

I
• piritn il worship I

l. then

2. It informs ns, tint diligence in ontward worship is not to 1

;

in.

t* may attend all their days on worshipi with a j i heart and on-

quickened frame, and think to compensate the neglect of the manner, with

abundance of the matter of service. (
I

and liv nol the itself. As th. th of sin lies in

the inward frame of the h. art, so tl tgth of worship in the inward com-

plezion and temper oi the sonl. Whai do a thousar: 1 'vail, with-

out Cutting the throat ofoOT carnal aff I What are loud praveTS, hut

ounding brass and tinkling cymbals, without divine charity I A Phari-

saical dilig< nee in outward form-, without inward spirit, had no better a title-

by <mr Saviour, than that of hypocritical. God d -'res not

Lfices, nor delights in burnt offerings. Shadows arc not to be offered

of substance. God required the heart of man for itself; but com-
manded ontward ceremonies, as subservient to inward worship,

and spurs unto it. Th never appointed as the substance of religion,

auxiliaries to it. "What value had the offering of the human nature of

Chri ; of, if he had OOt had a divine nature to qualify him the

pri "
I And what is the oblation of our bodies, without a prie8tly act of

t in the ,'ation of it ! Could th I lites have called them-

mhippers «>f God according to his order, if they had brought a

that had died in a ditch, or been killed at borne ? They
Mr, the I at the foot of it. A

ithout, had no* luable as one brought

alive to tin Iter than a thousand

rott' ire iii tl .vithout

relai th.- antitype, so fa H the ontward i

hip, without faith in the Red I ! -r a holy with a sapless

of the same nature with that of the Israel n they

A I spiritual worship is dead whiles he

h by hi Is of it, bo may, like the

angel of the ehorefa a name to live,' Kev. iii. 1. What
• Daille, . ii.



324 chaenock's -works. [John IV. 24.

security can we expect from a multitude of dead services ! "What weak

shields are they against the holy eye and revenging wrath of God ! What
man, but one out of his wits, would solicit a dead man to be his advocate or

champion ? Diligence in outward worship is not to be rested in.

Use 2. Shall be for examination. Let us try ourselves concerning the

manner of our worship. We are now in the end of the world, and the dregs

of time ; wherein the apostle predicts, there may be much of a form, and

little of the power of godliness,' 2 Tim. iii. 1, 5. And therefore it stands

us in hand to search into ourselves, whether it be not thus with us ; whether

there be as much reverence in our spirits, as there may be devotion in our

countenances and outward carriages.

1. How therefore are our hearts prepared to worship? Is our diligence

greater to put our hearts in an adoring posture, than our bodies in a decent

garb ? Or are we content to have a muddy heart, so we may have a dressed

carcass ? To have a spirit a cage of unclean birds, while we wipe the filth

from the outside of the platter, is no better than a pharisaical devotion, and

deserves no better a name than that of a whited sepulchre.

Do we take opportunities to excite and quicken our spirits to the perform-

ance, and cry aloud with David, ' Awake, awake, my glory '? Are not our

hearts asleep when Christ knocks ? When we hear the voice of God, ' Seek

my face,' do we answer him with warm resolutions, ' Thy face, Lord, we
will seek'? Ps. xxvii, 8. Do we comply with spiritual motions, and strike

whiles the iron is hot ? Is there not more of reluctancy than readiness ? Is

there a quick rising of the soul in reverenee to the motion, as Eglon to

Ehud, or a sullen hanging the head at the first approach of it ? Or if our

hearts seem to be engaged and on fire, what are the motives that quicken

that fire ? Is it only the blast of a natural conscience, fear of hell, desires

of heaven as abstracted from God ? Or is it an affection to God, an obe-

dient will to please him, longings to enjoy him, as a holy and sanctifying

God in his ordinances, as well as a blessed and glorified God in heaven ?

What do we expect in our approaches from him? That which may make
divine impressions upon us, and more exactly conform us to the divine

nature ? Or do we design nothing but an empty formality, a rolling eye,

and a filling the air with a few words, without any openings of heart to

receive the incomes, which according to the nature of the duty might be

conveyed to us ? Can this be a spiritual worship ? The soul then ' closely

waits' upon him, when its ' expectation is only from him,' Ps. lxii. 6. Are

our hearts seasoned with a sense of sin, a sight of our spiritual wants,

raised notions of God, glowing affections to him, strong appetite after a

spiritual fulness ? Do we rouse up our sleepy spirits, and make a covenant

with all that is within us to attend upon him ? So much as we want of

this, so much we come short of a spiritual worship. In Ps. lvii. 7, ' My
heart is fixed, God, my heart is fixed.' David would fix his heart, before

he would engage in a praising act of worship. He appeals to God about it,

and that with doubling the expression, as being certain of an inward pre-

paredness. Can we make tho same appeals in a fixation of spirit ?

2. How are our hearts fixed upon him, how do they cleave to him in the

duty ? Do wo resign our spirits to God, and make them an entire holocaust,

a whole burnt-offering in his worship ? Oh, do we not willingly admit carnal

thoughts to mix themselves with spiritual duties, and fasten our minds to

tho creature, under pretences of directing them to the Creator ? Do we not

pass a mere compliment on God, by some superficial act of devotion, while

somo covetous, envious, ambitious, voluptuous imagination may possess our

minds ? Do we not invert God's order, and worship a lust instead of God



.Toi:\- IV. fl 1.] BPinn iai. woi:i imp.

With our spirit, that should DOl baffll the I
• sHbet from our souls

Of I", lief, lut widi :i ipiritual disdain I"- serineed to the just indignation of

God? ii »w <>H. n do ' ii al, mi tar ;'

instaad of eruoif su thoa L rdofouruTafj ow
outward aai I ooi inward stark naught ! Do wo not often

regard iniquity mora than God In ooi baarta, in i ' wot nip, roll

soma filthy imi i aa a sweet morsel under our * i,rn

than in <i "!'.' Do not. our ipiriti imeU rani of tartta

whil
;

r to li
'

l b n full of thick el
'

!i(, ' r

' bandi ware fill of blood' '•'
I a. L L5. Whan W6 narifl 4 wrap

op our lonli in <• tmmunion with some sordid fancy, whan we mould sntwme
our ipiriti about an amiabl G I

'•' While we hi d him, i

lore to somethii bin f Thi i i to >, or

iwaar by the Lord, end by tfalenam, Zeph. i. r>. n d doth an a]

fancy ren ier e service inwardly ridiculous, under outward postuMi

skipping to the shop, wareho mting-house, in the spaeeof short

prayer] And we are before God as i Babel, a confusion of internal Ian-

I this in those parts of worship which are in the right use moat

agreeable to God, profitable for ourselYes, ruinous to the kingdom of sin

ami Sat in, and me HIS to bring US into a closer communion with tl o divine

majesty. Can this be i spiritual worship?
'A. Bowdoi in worship? Though the instrument he strung,

if t In* Btrings be not wound up, what melody ean be the issue? All readi-

1 alacrity discover a strength of nature, and a readHiCSS in spirituals

irituality in the heart. As nnsifecting th of God are

not spiritual thoughts, so unanTeeting addresses to God are not spiritual

add' Well then, what awakenings and elevations of faith and love-

have we? what strong outflowing of our souls to him? what indignation

inet sin? what admirations of redeeming grace? How low have we

brought our corruptions to the footstool of Christ, to be mado his con-

quered enemies ? how straitly have wo clasped our faith about the cross and

the throne of < to become his intimate spouse? Do we in hearing

hang upon the lips of Christ ; in prayer, take hold of God and will not let

him go ; in confession, rend the caul of our hearts, and indict out souls

before him with a deep humility ? Do we act more by a soaring love than

a drooping fear ? So far as our spirits are servile, so far they are legal and

carnal ; so much as they aro free and spontaneous, so much they are evan-

gelical and spiritual. As men under the law are subject to the constraint of

. Heb. ii. 15, ' all their lifetime,' in all their worship, so under the

ipel they are under a constraint of love, 2 Cor. v. 11. How then are

believing affections exercised, which are always accompanied with holy I

a f. ar of his goodness that admits us into his presence, and a fear to offend

him in our act of worship ? So much as we have of forced or feeble affec-

tion, so much we have of carnality.

1. li v do We find our harts after worship? By our after-carriage wo

may judge ^i the spirituality of it.

(1.) How ai I to inward strength ? When a worship is spiritually

M is more strengthened, corruption more mortified. The
soul, like Samson after his awakening, goes out with a renewed strength.

As tho inward man is renewed day by day, that is, every day, so it is

renewed in every worship. Every shower makes tho grass and fruit grow

in g • rand where the root I, and the weeds where the ground is

naught. The more prepared the heart is to obedience in other duties after

worship, tho more evidence there is that it hath been spiritual in the eicr-
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cise of it. It is the end of God in every dispensation, as in that of John
Baptist, to • make ready a people prepared for the Lord,' Luke i. 17 ; when
the heart is by worship prepared for fresh acts of obedience, and hath a

more exact watchfulness against the encroachments of sin. As carnal men,
after worship, sprout up in spiritual wickedness, so do spiritual worshippers

in spiritual graces. Spiritual fruits are a sign of a spiritual frame. When
men are more prone to sin after duty, it is a sign there was but little com-
munion with God in it, and a greater strength of sin, because such an act is

contrary to the end of worship, which is the subduing of sin. It is a sign

the physic hath wrought well, wrhen the stomach hath a better appetite to its

appointed food; and worship hath been well performed when we have a

stronger inclination to other acts well pleasirig to God, and a more sensible

distaste of those temptations we too much relished before. It is a sign of a

good concoction, when there is a greater strength in the vitals of religion, a

more eager desire to know God. When Moses had been praying to God,
and prevailed with him, he puts up a higher request, to behold his glory,

Exod. xxxiii. 13, 18. When the appetite stands strong to fuller discoveries

of God, it is a sign there hath been a spiritual converse with him.

(2.) How is it especially as to humility. The Pharisees' worship was,

without dispute, carnal ; and we find them not more humble after all their

devotions, but over-grown with more weeds of spiritual pride ; they per-

formed them as their righteousness. What men dare plead before God in

his day, they plead before them in their hearts in their day ; but this men
will do at the day of judgment, 'we have prophesied in thy name,' &c, Mat.
vii. 11. They shew what tincture their services left upon their spirits.

That which excludes them from any acceptation at the last day, excludes

them from any estimation of being spiritual in this day. The carnal wor-

shippers charge God with injustice in not rewarding them, and claim an
acceptation as a compensation due to them : Isa. lviii. 3, ' Wherefore have
we afflicted our souls, and thou takest no knowledge?' A spiritual wor-
shipper looks upon his duties with shame, as well as he doth upon his sins

with confusion, and implores the mercy of God for the one as well as the

other. In Psalm cxliii. 2, the prophet David, after his supplications, begs

of God not to enter into judgment with him, and acknowledges any answer
that God should give him, as a fruit of his faithfulness to his promise, and
not the merit of his worship. * In thy faithfulness answer me,' &c. What-
soever springs from a gracious principle, and is the breath of the Spirit, leaves

a man more humble ; whereas that which proceeds from a stock of nature, hath
the true blood of nature running in the veins of it, viz., that pride which is

naturally derived from Adam. The breathing of the divine Spirit is in

everything to conform us to our Kedeemer ; that being the main work of his

office is his work in every particular Christian act influenced by him. Now
Jesus Christ in all his actions was an exact pattern of humility. After the

institution and celebration of the Supper, a special act of worship in the

church, though he had a sense of all the authority his Father had given him,
yet he humbles himself to wash his disciples' feet, John xiii. 2-4. And
after his sublime prayer, John xvii., he humbles himself to the death, and
oners himself to his murderers, because of his Father's pleasure : John
xviii. 1, ' When he had spoken those words, he went over the brook KedroiT
into the garden. What is the end of God in appointing worship is the end
of a spiritual heart in offering it, not his own exaltation, but God's glory.

Glorifying tho namo of God is the fruit of that evangelical worship the

Gontiles were in timo to give to God : Ps. lxxxvi. 9, All nations which
thou hast mado shall come and worship before thee, Lord ; and shall
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1. It is to be confessed that these starts arc natural to us. Who is free

from them '? We bear in our own bosom a nest of turbulent thoughts, which,

like busy gnats, will be buzzing about us while we are in our most inward and

spiritual converses. Many wild beasts lurk in a man's heart, as in a close

and covert wood, and scarce' discover themselves but at our solemn worship.

Xo duty BO holy, no worship so spiritual, that can wholly privilege us

from them. They will jog us in our most weighty employments, that, as

I said to Cain, sin lies at the door, and enters in, and makes a riot in

our souls. As it is said of wicked men, they cannot sleep for multitudo of

thoughts, Eccles. v. 12, so it may be of many a good man, he cannot wor-

ship for multitudo of thoughts. There will bo starts, and more in our

religious than natural employments; it is natural to man. Some therefore

think thel tied to Aaron'fl garments between the pomegrana: to

warn the people, and recall their fugitive mindl to the present service, wl

they heard the sound of them, upon the least motion of the high pri
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angel jogged him. We may complain of such imaginations, as Jeremiah

doth of the enemies of the Jews : Lam. iv. 19, ' Our persecutors are swifter

than eagles
;

' they light upon us with as much speed as eagles upon a car-

cass ; they pursue us upon the mountain of divine institution, and they lay

wait for us in the wilderness, in our retired addresses to God.
And this will be so while,

(1.) There is natural corruption in us. There are in 'a godly man two

contrary principles, flesh and spirit, which endeavour to hinder one an-

other's acts,,and are always stirring upon the offensive or defensive part,

Gal. v. 17. There is a body of death continually exhaling its noisome

vapours. It is a body of death in our worship as well as in our natures

;

it snaps our resolutions asunder, Rom. vii. 19 ; it hinders us in the doing

good, and contradicts our wills in the stirring up evil. This corruption

being seated in all the faculties, and a constant domestic in them, has the

greater opportunity to trouble us, since it is by those faculties that we
spiritually transact with God ; and it stirs more in the time of religious

exercises, though it be in part mortified ; as a wounded beast, though

tired, will rage and strive to its utmost, when the enemy is about to fetch a

blow at it. All duties of worship tend to the wounding of corruption ; and

it is no wonder to feel the striving of sin to defend itself and offend us, when
we have our arms in our hands to mortify it, that the blow may be diverted

which is directed against it.

The apostles had aspiring thoughts, and being persuaded of an earthly

kingdom, expected a grandeur in it. And though we find some appearance

of it at other times,—as when they were casting out devils, and gave an
account of it to their Master, he gives them a kind of a check, Luke x. 20,

intimating that there was some kind of evil in their rejoicing upon that

account,—yet this never swelled so high as to break out into a quarrel who
should be greatest, until they had the most solemn ordinance, the Lord's

supper, to quell it, Luke xxii. 24. Our corruption is like lime, which dis-

covers not its fire by any smoke or heat till you cast water, the enemy of

fire, upon it ; neither doth our natural corruption rage so much as when we
are using means to quench and destroy it.

(2.) While there is a devil, and we in his precinct. As he accuseth us to

God, so he disturbs us in ourselves ; he is a bold spirit, and loves to intrude

himself when we are conversing with God. We read that when the angels

presented themselves before God, Satan comes among them, Job i. 6.

Motions from Satan will thrust themselves in with our most raised and
angelical frames. He loves to take off the edge of our spirits from God;
he acts but after the old rate ; he from the first envied God an obedience

from man, and envied man the felicity of communion with God; he is

unwilling God should have the honour of worship, and that we should have

the fruit of it ; he hath himself lost it, and therefore is unwilling we should

enjoy it; and being subtle, he knows how to make impressions upon us suit-

able to our inbred corruptions, and assaults us in the weakest part ; he
knows all the avenues to get within us (as he did in the temptation of Eve),

and being a spirit, ho wants not a power to dart them immediately upon our

fancy; and being a spirit, and therefore active and nimble, he can shoot

thoso darts faster than our weakness can beat them off. He is diligent

also, and watcheth for his prey, and seeks to devour our services as well as

our souls, and snatch our best morsels from us. We know he mixed him-
self with our Saviour's retirements in the wilderness, and endeavoured to

fly-blow his holy converse with his Father in the preparation to his media-

tory work.
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may comfort ourselves, if such thoughts arc undelighte 1 in, and alienate

not our hearts from the worship of God by all their busy intrusions to

interrupt us.

1?. These distractions (not allowed) may be occasions, by an holy improve-

ment, to make our hearts moro spiritual after worship, though they disturb

us in it, by answering those ends for which we may suppose God permits

them to invade us. And that is,

(1.) When they arc occasions to bumble us.

[1.] For our carriage in the particular worship. There is nothing so

us as spiritual pride; it deprived devils and men of the presence of
1

1, and will binder us of the influence of God. If we had had raised and

uninterrupted motions in worship, we should bo apt to be lifted up; and

the devil stands ready to tempt us to self-confidence. You know how it

with Paul,
k

2 Cor. xii. 1-7, his bufietingS were occasions to render him
more spiritual than his raptures, because more humble. God sutlers those

. starts, and distractions to prevent our spiritual pride, which is

as a worm at the root of spiritual worship, and minds us of the dusty frame

ir spirits, how easily they are blown away, afl he sends sickness to put

us in mind of the shortness of our breath ami the ca to lose it. God
lid make US ashamed of ourselves in bis p . that we may
what is good in any duty is merely from his grace and Spirit, and not

from ; that with Paul W6 may cry out, ' By hat wo

are,' and by gr do what wa do. We may be hereby ma bio

' God can alway find something in OUT 1 of

yiug us the successful fruit If we cannot stand upon our dnl

for salvation, what can wo bottom upon in ourselves? If, the: they
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are occasions to make us out of love with any righteousness of our own, to

make us break our hearts for them because we cannot keep them out, if we
mourn for them as our sins, and count them our great afflictions, we have
attained that brokenness which is a choice ingredient in a spiritual sacrifice.

Though we have been disturbed by them, yet we are not robbed of the suc-

cess ; we may behold an answer of our worship in our humiliation in spite

of all of them.

_
[2.] For the baseness of our nature. These unsteady motions help us to

discern that heap of vermin that breeds in our nature. Would any man
think he had such an averseness to his Creator and benefactor, such an
unsuitableness to him, such an estrangedness from him, were it not for his

inspection into his distracted frames ? God suffers this to hang over us as

a rod of correction, to discover and fetch out the folly of our hearts. Could
we imagine our natures so highly contrary to that God who is so infinitely

amiable, so desirable an object, or that there should be so much folly and
madness in the heart, as to draw back from God in those services which
God hath appointed as pipes through which to communicate his grace, to

convey himself, his love, and goodness to the creature ? If, therefore, we
have a deep sense of, and strong reflections upon, our base nature, and
bewail that mass of averseness which lies there, and that fulness of irreve-

rence towards the God of our mercies, the object of our worship, it is a
blessed improvement of our wanderings and diversions. Certainly if any
Israelite had brought a lame and rotten lamb to be sacrificed to God, and
afterward had bewailed it, and laid open his heart to God in a sensible and
humble confession of it, that repentance had been a better sacrifice, and more
acceptable in the sight of God, than if he had brought a sound and a living

offering.

(2.) When they are occasions to make us prize duties of worship. When
we argue, as rationally we may, that they are of singular use, since our
corrupt hearts and a malicious devil doth chiefly endeavour to hinder us
from them, and that we find we have not those gadding thoughts when we
are upon worldly business, or upon any sinful design which may dishonour
God and wound our souls, this is a sign sin and Satan dislike worship, for

he is too subtile a spirit to oppose that which would further his kingdom.
As it is an argument the Scripture is the word of God, because the wicked-
ness of the world doth so much oppose it, so it is a ground to believe the

profitableness and excellency of worship because Satan and our own unruly
hearts do so much interrupt us in it. If, therefore, we make this use of
our cross-steps in worship, to have a greater value for such duties, more
affections to them and desires to be frequent in them, our hearts are grow-
ing spiritual, under the weights that would depress them to carnality.

(3.) When we take a rise from hence, to have heavenly admirations of
the graciousness of God ; that he should pity and pardon so many slight

addresses to him, and give any gracious returns to us. Though men have
foolish ranging every day, and in every duty, yet free grace is so tender as
not to punish them : Gen. viii. 21, And the Lord smelt a sweet savour;
and the Lord said in his heart, I will not curse the ground for man's sake

;

for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth.' It is observable
that this was just after a sacrifice which Noah offered to God, ver. 20 ; but
probably not without infirmities common to human nature, which may be
grounded upon the reason God gives, that though ho had destroyed the earth
before, because of tho evil of man's imaginations, Gen. vi. 5, he still found
evil imaginations

; he doth not say in the heart of Shem, or others of Noah's
family, but in man's heart, including Noah also, who had both the judgments



John IV. fl 1. ,;;i 1 1 \i. v..ii:.sinr.

of I tod ujii.il the format irorl I, tod th
'',m

before Ins tv. ; ; \. i\v evil imp

fend thou [fa It wi
i I

i: ': •

finding our hea ml in wot bip, al frames of thank

that ( hod li t:h height o< I in our adi

soy fruil of such i di trad from

them to frame, which < bumble

ftoki of < IcmI. \\ In u I » ..

tuuiul:
i rhieh had lutll-d his mind, and p < .vsed h.

nnl i notions of < tod in the
j

b doth bis bouI mount in astonishment and thankful]

merej, rer, 12, Notwithstanding bisdisl God did gracioo

his promise, and answer bis desire; then it is, * What shall I i tho

I i.'' Bis bear! was more affected for it, because it, bad b

•::tt.> in former distrusts. It is indeed i ground of wond<

patience of the Spirit of < k> 1, thai he should guide out hearts -•.;..

• ill OUt ; as it. is tin- patience of I BIS V I to gtli li

scholar, while he mixes his writing with many blot . it- is not on

infirmities the spirit helps us in, and helps over, but many, Bom. viii.
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to comply with them.

When we take occasion from thence to priae the mediation of Christ.

The more distractions jog us, the more ne< d we should n ing out to a

B now by faith. One part of cur Saviour's office is to stand between us

and the infirmities of our worship. Ashe is an advocate, he presents our

Services, and pleads for th.iii and us, 1 John ii. 1 ; for the sins of our duti ,

ell SS for our other BUIS. Jesus Christ is an high priest, S] I by

God to take away the iniquities Of our holy things, which \ I by

ite upon his mitre, Exod. ixviii. 86, :'> s
. Were th. re no im]

Li >i;s, wire there- no creeping up of those frogs into our minds, we would

think our worship would merit acceptance with God upon its own account ;

if we behold our own weakness, that not a tear, a groan, a sigh is so

pure, but must have Christ to make it entertainable ; that there is no wor-

ship without those blemishes; aud upon this, throw all our services into the

I of Christ for acceptance, and solicit him to put his merits in the front

to make our ciphers app. ar valuable : it is a spiritual act, th-

in the gospel being to advance the honour and mediation of his Son. That

a spiritual and evangelical act, which answers the evangelical design. The

f Satan and our own corruption is defeated, when those interrup-

tion as run swifter, and take faster hold on the high priest, who is to

our worship to God, and our own souls rei by.

Christ had temptations offered to him by I rfl in his wilderness

that from an imental knowled ight be able more com]

sioi. succour us, lleh. ii. 18: w< . raoh assaults in our

cially, that wo may he able more highly to value him and his

saed

8. Let us not therefore I by those interruptions ..

of our 1.

(1.) If we find in oureeh .nee of them. The flesh will

be lusting: that cannot be hindered
; yet if we do not fulfil I I it,

up at it.- command and go about it , we may 1 6

rit : Gal. v. 16, 17, alk in the Spirit,' if we ' iuliii not the lusts of
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the flesh,' though there be a lusting of the flesh against the spirit. So we
worship in the Spirit, though there be carnal thoughts arising, if we do not
fulfil them ; though the stirring of them discovers some contrariety in us to

God, yet the resistance manifests that there is a principle of contrariety in

us to them ; that as there is something of flesh that lusts against the spirit, so
there is something of spirit in worship which lusts against the flesh. We
must take heed of omitting worship, because of such inroads, and lying down
in the mire of a total neglect. If our spirits are made more lively and
vigorous against them ; if those cold vapours which have risen from our
hearts, make us like a spring in the midst of the cold earth more warm,
there is in this case more reason for us to bless God than to be discouraged.
God looks upon it as the disease, not the wilfulness of our nature ; as the
weakness of the flesh, not the wilfulness of the spirit. If we would shut
the door upon them, it seems they are unwelcome company ; men do not
use to lock their doors upon those they love : if they break in and disturb
us with their impertinencies, we need not be discomforted, unless we give

them a share in our affections, and turn our back upon God to entertain

them. If their presence makes us sad, their flight would make us joyful.

(2.) If we find ourselves excited to a stricter watch over our hearts against
them ; as travellers will be careful when they come to places where they
have been robbed before, that they be not so easily surprised again. We
should not only lament when we have had such foolish imaginations in wor-
ship breaking in upon us, but also bless God that we have had no more,
since we have hearts so fruitful of weeds. We should give God the glory
when we find our hearts preserved from these intruders, and not boast of

ourselves, but return him our praise for the watch and guard he kept over
us to preserve us from such thieves.

Let us not be discomforted ; for as the greatness of our sins upon our
turning to God is no hindrance to our justification, because it doth not
depend upon our conversion as the meritorious cause, but upon the infinite

value of our Saviour's satisfaction, which reaches the greatest sins as well

as the least, so the multitude of our bewailed distractions in worship are

not a hindrance to our acceptation, because of the uncontrollable power of

Christ's intercession.

Use 4 is for exhortation. Since spiritual worship is due to God, and
the Father seeks such to worship him, how much should we endeavour to

satisfy the desire and order of God, and act conformable to the law of our

creation and the love of redemption ! Our end must be the same in worship

which was God's end in creation and redemption : to glorify his name, set

forth his perfections, and be rendered fit, as creatures and redeemed ones, to

partake of that grace which is the fruit of worship. An evangelical dispen-

sation requires a spiritual homage ; to neglect, therefore, either the matter

or manner of gospel duties, is to put a slight upon gospel privileges. The
manner of duty is ever of more value than the matter ; the scarlet dye is

more precious than the cloth tinctured with it. God respects more the dis-

position of the sacrificer than the multitude of the sacrifices.* The solemn
feasts appointed by God were but dung, as managed by the Jews, Mai. ii. 3.

The heart is often welcome without the body, but the body never grateful

without the heart. Tho inward acts of the Spirit require nothing from with-

out to constitute them good in themselves ; but the outward acts of devotion

require inward acts to render them savoury to God. As the goodness of out-

ward acts consists not in tho acts themselves, so tho acceptableness of them
* MaXXov rh dou.uovioj xpo; rh tuv (pvovrwv r\Qog % ruv QuofAtvwv TXqOog.—

Porphyr. de Abstincntia.
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1 ranee of him,' far. 8. When ha hath given ao gn at and admirable a gift,

bat Of his Son, in whom an all things necessary to salvation,

ness, peace, and pardon of sin, we should manage the r. in. ml .r nil

name in worship with the oloaaai nnitodneoi of heart, and the most spiritual

aflaotiona. The motion of the spirit ii the brat act in religion
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bare I loH dedication than tho devil?

Bfiol l bank this exhortation :

1. Not to give God our spirit is a groat sin. It is a mockery of God, not

Worship ; contempt, not adoration, whatever our outward fervencv or pro-

itioni may be.* Every alienation of our hearts from him is a real scorn
put upon him. The acts of the soul are real, and more tho acts of the man
than the acts of the body, because thej are the acts of the choicest part of
man, and of that which is the first spring of all bodily motions ; it is tho
}.6yo; iibiadiro;, tho internal speech, whereby we must speak with God. To
give him, therefore, only an external form of worship, without the life of it,

is a taking his name in vain. We mock him, when we mind not what wo
are -pi aking to him, or what he is speaking to us ; when the motions of our
hearts are contrary to the motions of our tongues ; when we do anything
before him slovenly, impudently, or rashly. As in a lutinist it is absurd to

sing one tune and play another, so it is a foul thing to tell God one tl

With our lips, and think another thing with our hearts. It is a sin like that

the apostle chargeth the heathens with : Rom. i. 28, ' They like not to retain

I in their know ledge ;
' their stomachs are sick while thej are upon any

duty, and never leave working, till they have thrown up all the spiritual part

of worship, and rid th. I of the thoughts of God, which are as unwel-
:id troublesome guests to them. Whan nun behave tin 1 in

1 tod as if God. were not God, they do not only defame him, but
. him, and violate the unchangeable p, s of the divine nature.

(1.) It IS against the majesty of God, when we have not awful thoughts of

tha
-

; when our souls cleave not to him
wL. d him in prayer, orwhan i. - out Disorders in bis word.
It is a conti mpt of the majesty of a prince, if, whiles he is speaking to

we listen not to him ei. nee and attention, but turn our backs on
• Son laUl irolcstalio contra factum, ia a rule in tho civil law.
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him to play with one of his hounds or talk with a beggar, or while we speak

to him to rake in a dunghill. Solomon adviseth us to ' keep our foot when
we go to the house of God,' Eccles. v. 1. Our affections should be steady,

and not slip away again ; why ? ver. 2. Because ' God is in heaven,' &c.

He is a God of majesty, earthly dirty frames are unsuitable to the God of

heaven, low spirits are unsuitable to the Most High. We would not bring

our mean servants or dirty dogs in a prince's presence chamber
;
yet we

bring not only our worldly but our profane affections into God's presence.

We give in this case those services to God which our governor would think

unworthy of him, Mai. i. 8. The more excellent and glorious God is, the

greater contempt of him it is to suffer such foolish affections to be competi-

tors with him for our hearts. It is a scorn put upon him to converse with

a creature while we are dealing with him ; but a greater to converse in our

thoughts and fancies with some sordid lust which is most hateful to him.

And the more aggravation it attracts, in that we are to apprehend him, the

most glorious object, sitting upon his throne in time of worship, and our-

selves standing as vile creatures before him, supplicating for our lives, and

the conveyances of grace and mercy to our souls. As if a grand mutineer,

instead of humble begging the pardon of his offending prince, should present

his petition not only scribbled and blotted, but besmeared with some loath-

some excrement. It is unbecoming the majesty both of God and the worship

itself, to present him with a picture instead of substance, and bring a world

of nasty affections in our hearts, and ridiculous toys in our heads before

him, and worship with indisposed and heedless souls. Mai. i. 14, He is a

great king, therefore address to him with fear and reverence.

(2.) It is against the life of God. Is a dead worship proportioned to a

living God ? The separation of heavenly affections from our souls before

God, makes them as much a carcass in his sight as the divorce of the soul

makes the body a carcass. When the affections are separated, worship is

no longer worship but a dead offering, a lifeless bulk ; for the essence and
spirit of worship is departed. Though the soul be present with the body in

a way of information, yet it is not present in a way of affection, and this is

the wrorst ; for it is not the separation of the soul from informing that doth

separate a man from God, but the removal of our affections from him. If

a man pretend an application to God, and sleep and snore all the time,

without question such a one did not worship. In a careless worship the

heart is morally dead while the eyes are open. The heart of the spouse

awaked whiles her eyes slept, Cant. v. 2, and our hearts on the contrary

sleep while our eyes awake.

Our blessed Saviour hath died to ' purge our consciences from dead works

'

and frames, that we may ' serve the living God,' Heb. ix. 14 ; to serve God
as a God of life. David's soul cried and fainted for God under this con-

sideration, Ps. xlii. 2. But to present our bodies without our spirits is such

a usage of God that implies he is a dead image, not worthy of any but a

dead and heartless service, like one of those idols the psalmist speaks of,

Ps. cxv. 5, that ' have eyes and see not, ears and hear not,' no life in it.

Though it be not an objective idolatry, because the worship is directed to

the true God, yet I may call it a subjective idolatry, in regard of the frame,

lit only to be presented to some senseless stock. We intimate God to be

no better than an idol, and to have no more knowledge of us and insight

into us than an idol can have. If wo did believe him to be the living God,

vre durst not como beforo him with services so unsuitable to him, and
reproaches of him.

(3.) It is against tho infinitoness of God. We should worship God with
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for spiritual communications, which can only be di

tner, ia unsuitable to the apiritnal nature of God. A mere earn
implicitly denies his spirituality, which r. <piir« | el US highi

than mere corporeal ones*

Worship ahonld he rational, not an imaginative service, wh i

the activity of our noblest faculties ; and our fancy ought tohai

in it. hut in Bubaerviency to the more spiritual part of our soul.

(5.) Et is against the supremacy of God. As God i one, th only

ts Bhould be one, el iving wholly to him, and uu l

from him. In pretending to deal with him, we aekrj hisD 1

sovereignty; but in withholding our choices! faculties and affections ft

him, and the Btarting of OUT minds to vain objects, we intimate th lity

with God, and their right as well as his to our heart- and affections. It

is as if a prinoeas should commit adultery with some base scullion while sho
is 1 r husband, which would be a plain denial of his sole right to her.

It intimates that other things arc superior to God ; they are true sovereigns

thai ! our hearts. If a man were addressing himself to a princ I

should in an instant turn his back upon him upon a beck or nod from some
inconsiderable person, is it not an evidence that that person that invited

him away hath a greater BOV< P i.rnty over him than that prince I he
applying himself? And do we not discard God's absolute dominion

Over us. when, at the least heck of a corrupt inclination, we can dispose of
our ; > it. and alienate them from God? As they in BzeSL. xxxiii. .".-J,

the service of God for the service of their covctousness, which evide*

that they owned the authority of sin more than the authority of God. This
ia not to serve God as our Lord and absolute master, but to make God serve

our turn, and submit his sovereignty to the supremacy of some unworthy
affection* The creature is preferred before the Creator, when the heart
mi: upon it in time of religious worship, and our own carnal ini

swallows up the affi otiona that are duo to God : it ia ' an idol set up in the
'.;. xiv. 1, in his solemn presence, and attracts that devotion to

If which we only "uv to 01ir aovereign Lord : and the more ba-
I ,-on-

ptible that is to which the spirit is devoi 1, the more contempt there is

of G inion. Judas his loss, with a Hail, Blast r, was no act of
• an owning his M Bthoiity, but a designing *

of his cove! 1 in the betraying of him.

(6.1 It is against the wisdom of God God, as a God of or

'

-put
earthly things in subordination to heavenly, and we by this unworthy
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carriage invert this order, and put heavenly things in subordination to

earthly, in placing mean and low things in our hearts, and bringing them

so placed into God's presence, which his wisdom at the creation put under

our feet. A service without spiritual affections is a sacrifice of fools,'

Eccles. v. 1, which have lost their brains and understandings; a foolish

spirit is very unsuitable to an infinitely wise God. Well may God say of

such a one, as Achish of David, who seemed mad, Why have you brought

this fellow to play the madman in my presence ? shall this fellow come into

my house ?' 1 Sam. xxi. 15.

(7.) It is against the omnisciency of God. To carry it fair without and

impertinently within, is as though God had not an all-seeing eye that could

pierce into the heart, and understand every motion of the inward faculties

;

as though God were easily cheated with an outward fawning service, like an

apothecary's box with a gilded title, that may be full of cobwebs within.

What is such a carriage, but a design to deceive God, when with Herod

we pretend to worship Christ, and intend to murder all the motions of

Christ in our souls I A heedless spirit, an estrangement of our souls, a

giving the reins to them to run out from the presence of God to see every

reed shaken with the wind, is to deny him to be searcher of hearts, and the

discerner of secret thoughts ; as though he could not look through us to the

darkness and remoteness of our minds, but were an ignorant God, who
might be put off with the worst as well as the best in our flock. If we did

really believe there were a God of infinite knowledge, who saw our frames,

and whether we came dressed with wedding-garments suitable to the duties

we are about to perform, should we be so garish, and put him off with such

trivial stuff, without any reverence of his majesty ?

(8.) It is against the holiness of God. To alienate our spirits is to offend

him while we pretend to worship him ; though we may be mighty officious

in the external part, yet our base and carnal affections make all our worship

but as a heap of dung ; and who would not look upon it as an affront to lay

dung before a prince's throne ? Prov. xxi. 27, * The sacrifice of the wicked

is an abomination : how much more when he brings it with a wicked mind ?

'

A putrified carcass under the law had not been so great an affront to the

holiness of God as a frothy, unmelted heart, and a wanton fancy in a time of

worship. God is so holy, that if we could offer the worship of angels, and

the quintessence of our souls in his service, it would be beneath his infinite

purity. How unworthy then are they of him, when they are presented not

only without the sense of our uncleanness, but sullied with the fumes and

exhalations of our corrupt affections, which are so many plague-spots upon

our duties, contrary to the unspotted purity of the divine nature ! Is not

this an unworthy conceit of God, and injurious to his infinite holiness ?

(9.) It is against the love and kindness of God. It is a condescension in

God to admit a piece of earth to offer up a duty to him, when he hath

myriads of angels to attend him in his court and celebrate his praise ; to

admit man to be an attendant on him, and a partner with angels, is a high

favour. It is not a single mercy, but a heap of mercies to be admitted into

the presence of God: Va. v. 7, ' I will come into thy house in the multitude

of thy mercies.' When the blessed God is so kind as to give us access to

his majesty, do we not undervalue his kindness when we deal uncivilly with

him, and deny him the choicest part of ourselves ? It is a contempt of his

sovereignty, as our spirits are duo to him by nature ; a contempt of his

goodness, as our spirits are due to him by gratitude ! How abusive a

carriage is it to mako use of his mercy to encourage our impudence, that

should excite our fear and reverence ! How unworthy would it be for an
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temptible as to bt at our hands ? It is i contempt of tho

love and kindne ;s i.t' (In I.

1
1<».) It is the niffieieney md f< U Winn wo pivo

<
I I our bodiei and the creators our spirits, it intinates eoneeit that tl.

is in ire content to be bad is the creature than in ( rod blessed r, thai

kho waters in tl I r thm those in the fountain* Is not this

l pre
• i,i the Lie, end denying those promises srherein he I

(I. •! Li-. Ml :o. to tho spirit, is the God of tho

f all flesh ?

If we did imagine the excellency md loveliness of God wen worthy to be

the oltimate object of our affections, the heart would attend mora <

upon him, md be terminated in him; <h<l we believe (« r >d to be all-sufficient,

lull of grace md goodnc s, i tender Father, not willing to fo is own,

willing as well as able to supply their want-, the heart wouM not ho lamely

ad opon him, and would not upon every impertinenoy be diverted from

him. There is much of a wrong notion of God, m 1 :i predominancy of tho

world above bin in the heart, when we can more savonrly relish the thoughts

of low inferior things than heavenly, md lei our spirits upon every trifling

d be fa [itives from him. It is i testimony that we make not Go 1

our ohii d. If apprehensions of his excellency did possess: onr souls,

they would be I

'

1 "ii bin, clued to him ; wc should not listen to that

rabble of foolish thoughts that steal our hearts so often from him. "Wero

our breathings after God as strong as the pantings of the hart after tho

water brooks, we should be like that creature, not diverted in our course by

v puddle. Were I lod the predominant satisfactory object in our eye, he

would carry our whole soul along with him.

When our spirits readily retreat from God in worship upon even' giddy

motion, it is a kind of repentance that ever we did como near him, and

implies that there is a fuller satisfaction, and more attractive excellency, in

that which doth so easily divert us, than in that God to whose worship we
did pretend to address ourselves ; it is as if, when we were petitioning a prince,

WS should immediately turn about, and make request to one of his guard,

though so mean a person wero more ablo to give us the boon wc want,

than the sovereign is.

'J. Consideration by way of motive. To have our spirits off from God
in worship is a bad sign. It was not so in innocence. The heart of Adam

I 1 deal 1 : the law of God was engraven upon him ; he could

apply himself to tho fulfilling of it without any twinkling; there was no

folly and vanity in his mind, no independency in his thoughts, no duty WSJ
was in him a pronencss to, and delight in, all tho

duties of worship. It is the fall hath distempered us, and the more un-

thero is in our spirits, the more carnal our alVections are in

hip, the more evidence there is of
I Dgth of that revolt* I

(1.) It argues much corruption in the heart. As by the eructations of

the the wi] and foulness of it, so by the

inordinate motions of our minds and hearts we may judge of tho weaki

of its coiim A •: n is evidenced by the eruptions and

ebullitions of it in worship, when they are more sudden, numerous, and
... i. I
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vigorous than the motions of grace. When the heart is apt like tinder to

catch fire from Satan, it is a sign of much combustible matter suitable to

his temptation. Were not corruption strong, the soul could not turn so

easily from God when it is in his presence, and hath advantageous oppor-

tunity to create a fear and awe of God in it ; such base fruit could not

sprout up so suddenly were there not much sap and juice in the root of sin.

What communion with a living root can be evidenced without exercises

of an inward life ! That Spirit, which is a well of living waters in a gracious

heart, will be especially springing up when it is before God.

(2,) It shews much affection to earthly things, and little to heavenly.

There must needs be an inordinate affection to earthly things, when upon every

slight solicitation we can part with God, and turn the back upon a service

glorious for him, and advantageous for ourselves, to wed our hearts to some
idle fancy that signifies nothing. How can we be said to entertain God in

our affections, when we give him not the precedency in our understandings,

but let every trifle jostle the sense of God out of our minds ? Were our

hearts fully determined to spiritual things, such vanities could not seat

themselves in our understandings, and divide our spirits from God. Were
our hearts balanced with a love to God, the world could never steal our

hearts so much from his worship, but his worship would draw our hearts to it.

It shews a base neutrality in the greatest concernments, a halting between

God and Baal, a contrariety between affection and conscience, when natural

conscience presses a man to duties of worship, and his other affections pull

him back, draw him to carnal objects, and make him slight that whereby

he may honour God. God argues the profaneness of the Jews' hearts from

the wickedness they brought into his house and acted there : Jer. xxiii.,

* Yea, in my house,' that is, my worship, ' I found their wickedness,' saith

the Lord, Carnality in worship is a kind of an idolatrous frame ; when the

heart is renewed, idols are cast to the moles and the bats, Isa. ii. 20.

(3.) It shews much hypocrisy to have our spirits off from God. The
mouth speaks, and the carriage pretends, what the heart doth not think

;

there is a dissent of the heart from the pretence of the body.

Instability is a sure sign of hypocrisy. Double thoughts argue a double

heart. The wicked are compared to chaff, Ps. i. 4, for the uncertain and

various motions of their minds by the least wind of fancy. The least motion

of a carnal object diverts the spirit from God, as the scent of carrion doth

the raven from the flight it was set upon.

The people of God are called God's spouse, and God calls himself their

husband ; whereby is noted the most intimate union of the soul with God,

and that there ought to be the highest love and affection to him, and faith-

fulness in his worship ; but when the heart doth start from him in worship,

it is a sign of the unstedfastness of it with God, and a disrelish of any

communion with him. It is as God complains of the Israelites, a going

a-whoring after our own imaginations.

As grace respects God as the object of worship, so it looks most upon
God in approaching to him. Where there is a likeness and love, there is a

desire of converse and intimacy ; if there be no spiritual entwining about

God in our worship, it is a sign there is no likeness to him, no true sense of

him, no renewed image of God in us. Every living image will move strongly

to join itself with its original copy, and be glad, with Jacob, to sit steadily in

those chariots that shall convey him to his beloved Joseph.

Motive 8. Consider tho danger of a carnal worship.

(1.) We lose the comfort of worship. Tho soul is a great gainer when it

offers a spiritual worship, and as great a loser when it is unfaithful with God.
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lehery and psrfidiot binder oommeres among men, so doth bypo-

. in its own nal mmunion with God. God never promised any-

thing to the esre*^ btf to the spirit of i G I bath no obi
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with the rich oordisJ snolosed within. A sold and lazy i will make

G i to withdrew the light <»i" bii eonntenenoe,

delightful oommanii upon oa ; bnt if ws come before bin

a livsliness itions, end Bteedinesi <>f heart, be will drew the veil, sad

or? to display itself before ne. en bumble praying Oh

and a warm iifloctionets Christian in worship, will so, »n find a God who Ki

I with Bucb frames, and oannoJ long withhold himself from the sooL

When our beerti era inflamed with lore to him in worship, it ii i pn para-

tiou tor some sel of love on his part, whereby hs mi uihei to gratify

us. When John was ' in the Spirit on the Lord's day/—

4

in spiril

smployment, and meditation, end other duties,—be had ti tion

of whal should happen to the ehuroh in all a -

. It .. i. 1". His b

tlic sp:nt, intimates his ordinary course on that day, and not anj

nary act m linn, though it was followed with an extraordinary d

God to him. When be wsj thui L, hs ' beard \ bind him.'

i doth not require of ns spirituality in worship to advantage him

that ws might be prepared bo be advantaged by him. It' ws hare elear

and well dispoi • it is not s benefit to the sun, hut fin us I i rec

benefit! bom bii beams. Worship is an act that perfects our own souls

;

they SIS then most widened by spiritual frames, to receive the infill

divine b as eye most opened reserves the fruit of the sun's light

letter than the eye that is shut. The communications of God are more or

. seeording II oar Bpiritua] frames are more or less in OUT worship. God
will not give his blessings to unsuitable hearts. What a nasty vessel is a

earnal heart for a spiritual communication! The chief end of every duty

enjoined by Ciod is to have communion with him; and therefore it is called

a drawing near to God. It is impossible, therefore, that the outward part

of any duty can answer the end of God in his institution. It is not a bodily

appearance or gesture whereby men can have communion with Grod, but by

the impressions of the heart and reilections of the heart upon God. Without

this, all the rich streams of grace will run beside us, and the growth of the

Boul be hindered and impaired. * A diligent hand makes rich,' saith the

wise man ; a diligent heart in spiritual worship brings in rich incomes to the

humble and spiritual soul.

It renders the worship not only unacceptable, but abominable to God.

It makes our gold to become dross, it soils our duties, and beepote our souls.

A carnal and unsteady frame shews an tndinerency of spirit at beet; and

InkewarmneSS is as ungrateful to God as heavy and nauseous meat is to the

aaeh ; he ' spues them out of his mouth,' liev. iii. 16, As our grac

i d 4h overlook infirmities where intentions are good, and eir:

.:. 1 Strong, so he loathes the services where the fram. - I

{hi : l's. iwi. is, if I regard uriqmty in my heart, the Lord v.;.,

-.r my prayer.' Lukewarm and inditler. stink in tie

(. 1. The i.' art ssems to bathe Qod, when it starts from him upc

U, when it IS unwilling to employ itself about and stick el .ru;

and sen G Lbs pleased with such a frame? The more of th and

spirit is iu any service, th< real goodness there is in it, and the more
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savoury it is to God ; the less of the heart and spirit, the less of goodness,

and the more nauseous to God, who loves righteousness and truth in the

inward parts,' Ps. li. 9. And therefore infinite goodness and holiness can-

not but hate worship presented to him with deceitful, carnal, and flitting

affections. They must be more nauseous to God than a putrified carcass

can be to man ; they are the profanings of that which should be the habi-

tation of the spirit ; they make the spirit, the seat of duty, a filthy dung-
hill, and are as loathsome to God as money-changers in the temple were to

our Saviour.

We see the evil of carnal frames, and the necessity and benefit of

spiritual frames. For further help in this last, let us practise these folding
directions

:

Direct. 1. Keep up spiritual frames out of worship. To avoid low affec-

tions, we must keep our hearts as much as we can in a settled elevation. If

we admit unworthy dispositions at one time, we shall not easily be rid of

them at another. * As he that would not be bitten with gnats in the night,

must keep his windows shut in the day : when they are once entered,

it is not easy to expel them ; in which respect, one adviseth, to be such
out of worship as we would be in worship. If we mix spiritual affections

with our worldly employments, worldly affections will not mingle themselves

so easily with our heavenly engagements. If our hearts be spiritual in our
outward calling, they will scarce be carnal in our religious service. If we
1 walk in the Spirit, we shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh,' Gal. v. 16. A
spiritual walk in the day will hinder carnal lustings in worship. The
fire was to be kept alive upon the altar when sacrifices were not offered, from
morning till night, from night till morning, as well as in the very time of

sacrifice. A spiritual life and vigour out of worship, would render it at its

season sweet and easy, and preserve a spontaneity and preparedness to it,

and make it both natural and pleasant to us.

Anything that doth unhinge and discompose our spirits, is inconsistent

with religious services, which are to be performed with the greatest sedate-

ness and gravity. All irregular passions disturb the serenity of the spirit,

and open the door for Satan. Saith the apostle, ' Let not the sun go down
upon your wrath, neither give place to the devil,' Eph. iv. 26, 27. Where
wrath breaks, the lock, the devil will quickly be over the threshold ; and
though they be allayed, yet they leave the heart some time after, like the sea,

rolling and swelling after the storm is ceased.

Mixture with ill company leaves a tincture upon us in worship. Ephraim's
allying himself with the Gentiles, bred an indifferency in religion : Hosea
vii. 8, Ephraim ' hath mixed with the people ;' • Ephraim is a cake not
turned.' It will make our hearts, and consequently our services, half dough,
as well as half baked. These and the like make the Holy Spirit withdraw
himself, and then the soul lies like a wind-bound vessel, and can make no
way. When the sun departs from us, it carries its beams away with it ; then
doth darkness spread itself over the earth, and the beasts of the forests

creep out,' Ps. civ. 20. When the Spirit withdraws a while from a good
man, it carries away (though not habitual, yet) much of the exciting and
assisting grace ; and then carnal dispositions perk up themselves from the

bosom of natural corruption. To bo spiritual in worship, we must bar tho

door at other times against that which is contrary to it. As ho that would
not be infected with a contngious disease, carries some preservative about
with him, and inures himself to good scents.

To this end, be much in secret ejaculations to God ; these are the purest

* Fitzherbcrt, Pol. in lielig., part ii. cap. 19, sect. 12.
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teetly to him. Theee affections, which arc scattered here, will be thcro

gathered Into one Same, noting to him, and eentering in him. There-

the more of a heevenlj
|

we onr affection! hen, the more

led and uniform will onr hearte be in all their motions to God, and 0]

rations about him.

dependence on him : Prov. svi. B, ' Commit thy works to tho

1 . M thy thoughts shall bo eetabliahed.' Let us go out in G
I, nnd not in onr own ; vain is the help of man in anything, and vain

lie help of the heart. It is throe I I only wo can do valiantly in

itoal COD H well as temporal; the want of this makes but slight

impressions apon the spirit.

Nourish right conceptions of tho majesty of God in your minds.

Let DM consider, thai we are drawing to God, tho most amiable object, tho

Of beings, worthy of infinite honour, and highly meriting the highest

affections we oao give
; a God that made the world by a word ;

that upholds

the great frame of heaven and earth ; a majesty abovo the conceptions of

; who uses not his power to strike us to our deserved punishment,

but his love an 1 bounty to allure us; a Gt)d that gave all the creatures to

serve us and can in a trice make them as much our enemies as he hath now

le them our servants. L.i

t us view him in his greatness, and in his

loess, that onr hearts may have a true value of the worship of so great

a majesty, and count it the most worthy employment with all diligence to

i him. When we have a fear of God, it will make our worship

serious ; when we have a joy in God, it will make our worship durable. Our

affections will be raised, when we represent God in the most reverential,

and obliging circumstances. We honour the majesty of God,

:i duo reverence, according to the greatness and

; and in this reverence of his majesty doth worship

1

I of God will make low frames in us before

him. It"
I an infinite glorious Spirit, how would our heart!

r than our knees in his presence 1 How humbly, how b-b.evingly

tlmist, when he eOQSidi n <i 1 to be without comparison

i'.i the ' whom none <>t" the sons of tho mighty can be hke:

when ti. ^ none like to him in strength or faithfuhnss round about,

. lxxxix. (3-3. Wo should have also deep impressions of the omniscience
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of God ; and remember we have to deal with a God that searcheth the

heart and trieth the reins ; to whom the most secret temper is as visible as

the loudest words are audible ; that though man judges by outward expres-

sions, God judges by inward affections. As the law of God regulates the

inward frames of the heart, so the eye of God pitches upon the inward in-

tentions of the soul. If God were visibly present with us, should we not
approach to him with strong affections, summon our spirits to attend upon
him, behave ourselves modestly before him ? Let us consider, he is as

really present with us, as if he were visible to us ; let us therefore preserve

a strong sense of the presence of God. No man but one out of his wits,

when he were in the presence of a prince, and? making a speech to him,
would break off at every period, and run after the catching of butterflies.

Kemember in all worship you are before the Lord, to whom all things are

open and naked.

Direct. 4. Let us take heed of inordinate desires after the world. As the

world steals away a man's heart from the word, so it doth from all other

worship ; it chokes the word,' Mat. xiii. 27 ; it stifles all the spiritual

breathings after God in every duty. The edge of the soul is blunted by it,

and made too dull for such sublime exercises. The apostle's rule in prayer,

1 Peter iv. 7, when he joins ' sobriety' with watching unto prayer,' is of

concern in all worship, sobriety in the pursuit and use of all worldly things.

A man drunk with worldly fumes cannot watch, cannot be heavenly, affec-

tionate, spiritual in service. There is a magnetic force in the earth, to

hinder our flights to heaven. Birds, when they take their first flights from
the earth, have more flutterings of their wings, than when they are mounted
further in the air, and got more without the sphere of the earth's attractive-

ness ; the motion of their wings is more steady, that you can scarce perceive

them stir ; they move like a ship with a full gale. The world is a clog

upon the soul, and a bar to spiritual frames. It is as hard to elevate the

heart to God in the midst of a hurry of worldly affairs, as it is difficult to

meditate when we are near a great noise of waters falling from a precipice,

or in the midst of a volley of muskets. Their clayey affections bemire the

heart, and make it unfit for such high flights it is to take in worship. There-
fore get your hearts clear from worldly thoughts and desires, if you would
be more spiritual in worship.

Direct. 5. Let us be deeply sensible of our present wants, and the sup-

plies we may meet with in worship. Cold affections to the things we would
have, will grow cooler. Weakness of desire for the communications in

worship, will freeze our hearts at the time of worship, and make way for vain

and foolish diversions. A beggar that is ready to perish, and knows he is

next door to ruin, will not slightly and dully beg an alms, and will not be
diverted from his importunity by every slight call, or the moving of an atom
in the air. Is it pardon we would have ? Let us apprehend the blackness
of 6in, with the aggravations of it as it respects God ; let us be deeply sen-

sible of the want of pardon and worth of mercy, and get our affections into

such a frame as a condemned man would do. Let us consider, that as we
are now at the throne of God's grace, we shall shortly be at the bar of God's
justice ; and if tho soul should bo forlorn there, how fixedly and earnestly

would it plead for mercy ! Let us endeavour to stir up the same aflections

now, which wo havo seen somo dying men have, and which we suppose de-

spairing souls would have dono at God's tribunal.* We must be sensible

that the life or death of our souls depends upon worship. Would we not
be ashamed to be ridiculous in our carriage while wo are eating ? and shall

* Guliol. Paris, Rhetor. Divin. cap. xxvi. p. 350, col. i.



John IV. 24.] MUTUAL worship. Ml

wo not bfl ashamed to 1m cold or gari h befbn G !. when Um salvation of
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make us perform our duties liuiiihly, sincen !; , :uid affectionately,

ad wait upon him with our wind.) loulf, to fa

I. Let our < use of this bfl • IUOOUraged |»y thfl consideration of our

Siv:our presontin i whal aflection doth bfl pntflofthifl

DMfitfli his blood Bhod upon thfl OrOM now in heaven! And Hindi
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'.' Ohriflt doib not present :mv man's ca-e and duties with-

out | ol his waii's, ;md shall Wfl have none of our o
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thlfl J ft us affect our hearts with a if what, lUppliflfl

\\v ha\e met with in former worship. The delightful reiuembrai hat

converse* wo have had with 3od iu former worship, would ipiritOflJiflfl 001

bflfljrtfl for the present worship. Had I'eter a vi< I Ihriflt I glory in thfl

mount fresh in his thoughts, bfl would not so easily have tOTDfld his hark

upon his master. Nor would the Israelites haw been at leisure for their

idolatry, bfl 1 they preserved the sense of tho majesty of God dj i in

his late thunders from mount Sinai.

/> '. 6, If anything intrudes that, may choke the worship, east it

speedily out. We cannot hinder Satan and our OWD Corruption from
|

len to us, hut we may hindor thfl BnCflflflfl Of them. We cannot

hinder the gnats from hu/./'ng about us when we art; in our husiness, hut

may prevent them from settling apon us. A man that ifl running on a con-

siderable errand, will shun all Q] l iry discourse that may make him
t or loiter in his husiness. What though there may he something

offered that is good in itself; yet if it hath a tendency to despoil God of his

honour, and oursei\es of the spiritual intentness in worship, send it away.

Those thai weed a field of corn, examine not the nature and particular

virtues of the weeds hut consider only how they choke tho corn, to which

the native juice of tho soil is designed. Consider what you are about ; and

if anything interpose that may divert you, or cool your affections in your
ut worship, east it out.

Direct. 7. As to private worship, let us lay hold of tho most melting

opportunities and frames. When we find our hearts in a more than ordi-

nary spiritual frame, let us look upon it as a call from God to attend him.

Such impressions and motions are God's voice, inviting us into communion
with him in some particular act of worship, and promising us some succ ss

in it. When the psalmist had a secret motioi k God's face, and com-
plied with it, Pa. xxvii. 8, thfl issue is the encouragement of his heart,

whieh breaks out into an exhortation to others to be of good courage, and
wait on the Lord, ver. 18, 11, ' Wait on the Lord, bo of good courage, and

he ihall strengthen thy heart; wait, I say, on the Lord.'

One blow will do more on thfl iron when it is hot, than a hundred when
it is sold. United met ill ma] mp 1 with any impression ; but onco

hardened, will with difficulty bfl brought into thfl figure we intend.*

D L 8. Lfll us examine ourselves at the end of every act of worship,

and ehi I for any carnality Wfl perceive in theni. L
SW of them, and examine the Why art thou so low ual,

my soul? as 1 >:ivid did of hifl Iness : Ps. xlii. 5, Why art

* Koyuold8.
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thou cast down, my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me ?' If

any unworthy frames have surprised us in worship, let us seek them out

after worship ; call them to the bar ; make an exact scrutiny into the causes

of them, that we may prevent their incursions another time ; let our pulses

beat quick, by way of anger and indignation, against them. This would be

a repairing what hath been amiss ; otherwise they may grow, and clog an

after worship more than they did a former. Daily examination is an anti-

dote against the temptations of the following day, and constant examination

of ourselves after duty is a preservative against vain encroachments in fol-

lowing duties ; and upon the finding them out, let us apply the blood of

Christ by faith for our cure, and draw strength from the death of Christ for

the conquest of them, and let us also be humbled for them. God lifts up

the humble. When we are humbled for our carnal frames in one duty, we

shall find ourselves by the grace of God more elevated in the next.
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