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CuAb:3.  * of the Book of Jo 3,

']bn 3. 2'.;,'24,2'5,'26; o o

- why islight givento a man, w_bofc'm] is hid, and whom

God bath bedged in ?

For my fighing cometh Lefore 1 eat, and my rearings are

“poured oat likethe waters,

For the thing which I greatly feared is come upenme, and -

that which 7 was afraid of iscome untome,  _
Iwas not £nfafety, nesther bad 1 reft, nesther was I quiet
yet trouble came, ‘ .

A T the twentieth Verfe of this Chapter, 705 begins to expo-
 ftulate concething the continuance of his life ; and he cafts
his complaint into an argument, which was formed to his purpoft,

thus, There is no Reafon, or if there be, thew me a Beafon, why. . -

his life is continued,that liveth miferably,and would dye wallingly ;.

But I am the man who live miferably, and would dye willingly: -

Thercfore why is light or life continued unto me 2 The former pare

of this Argument is contained in the 20,21, 22,23; Verfes. In -

which 06 demonftrates, that thereisno Reafon, or at leaft if there

be 2 Reafon, it is fuch, as he could not make out, why that man -

thould have his life continued who lives in mifery, and 1s willing to

dye. Three of thofe wer/es we have already finithed, and there re-
maineth ver/. 23. (whichis a partof the fame Reafon) tobe yet -

openeds . ' - » ST
- In this 23 verfe, he (a8 it were) repeatshis Argument; Ha
had faid before, why i light given to him that is in mifery 7 ce.
and {o he doth illuftrate it in the two Ver/fes following : In this 23

. werfe he re-inforceth what be had faid in other words, #7hy i light .

given to a man whofe way is hid, and whom God hath hedged s ?
He donbleth his call for a Reafon or proof of this thing. '

- Why ds light given 2] Thofe words are not here expre ﬂyi_in the
_ Hebrew, but they are fupfplied by our Traoflators, and by Tranfla- -
r

tors in other Languages, from the twenticth vérfey. to make up
the fence. The Original runs thus, 76 4 man whofe way is bid,
and whom God hath bedged in : But the queftionis implyed as in
the former, and here to be prefixed, why i light given to aman

; - Nnn S whofe
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Whofe Way 4 bid, and Whom God hath bedgedin ? Mt Bronghton
seadeth. it without the queftion, (why w light given?) thus:
T be wight, or man Whefe Way is bid, over Whom the puiffant caft-
ethacovering. -]

T o a swsan Whofe Way 2 hid.]] Job fpeaks not here of a way'in‘;

proper fence, the way wherein men travel and pafsin their jou- -

neys from place to place : but the way, is a Way, ina Metaphor 3
And fo in Scriptare, the way of a man is taken ; Firft, for the pur-
pofe or intention of a man; Secondly, for che courfe and conver-
fation of afan: and that either for the courfe, wherein we walk

toward othets, or for the courfe wherein others walk towardsus :

When it is (8id here,why i Light given to a man Whofe Way is bid ?
the Way, is either the courfe wherein 705 walked, refpe@ing God,
or the courfe which God took refpe@ing fob, Why is light given
1o a man whefe Way is bid ? ' -
- The way of a man, in his walking before God, is two-fold.
Fil’ﬁ, Internal, : : ’ . ’

. Segondly, Entermal, . . - 3 .

. There is an internal, an ward way, which the Soul treads in
converfe with God, e fecret path, a path which no eye hath feen,

And -then there is the ontward way of walking. That fpeech of
God.to Abrabam takesin both, Walk_ before me and be perfe&,
st is, eonverfeand vaisy thyifolf uprightly-before me, in thyaf. -

fe@ionsiand in-thy aftions: Now -when Fob faith, bis Wy Was bid,
he mensncither of thefe : forthough the internal way, whether
it be the way of fin, or the way of obedienee, bea path fofecret;as
that it is always hid frem the eyes of men, yet Jab knew well e-
nough that God faw even. that way, and therefore he could not
complain that s shvft -fecret 'way was hid from Ged.: ¥¢a inian-
other place bewomfores-himfelf. with:this, that God knew thefe-
cret ways of hisheart : For when his friends accufe himapd charge

) _kim with hypocrifie; he fupports him{elf weith this, AZy Witne/o s

wiove, and my record is in Heaven, thereis one there tharknow-
eth the way, the fecret way of my {pirit with him, to be fincerity:,

thongh'you charge the:way of my fpirit with bypperific. Fhe Soul. -

hath many ways of communion with'God, which are’ akkogether

~ hiddenfrom theeye of man.; man cannot fee or difcern the private
 paflages between God and the {pirit -cither when the Soul approves

i felt to God, or rejoyceth and exulisin God.. And as coneersing
this way, this inward way,as Jeb knew that it vas not M‘éﬁ
\‘ ! [o]
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God, fo (I conceive) it did not tronble him, that this way was
hid from man; As there are in God certain ( Arcana Confilii)
fecret myfteries, and hidden ways of counfel, which he will not
communicate to holy men: fo there arein holy men ( Arcana pie-
tatis) fome fecrets, fome myfteries of godlinefs, which they do
not communicate to the weorld ; and therefore the complaint doth
not lie ineither of theferefpe®s. L

The Church complained, but (he was check’d for complaining,
that her way was hid from God, 1/ai. 4. 27. Whky (ayt thex, 0
Jacob, and (peakeft, O 1acl, Ay Way is bid from the Lord, and
m) judgment is paffed over from my God? - .

“Yet that place is not to be underftood of s hiding from the eye

of Gods infpectian,as if the Church had any fufpicion that the Lord
did not know, or did not fee, how matters went with them, or in
what condition they were ; but it is to be underftood of the eye of
Gods compaffion ; There isa feeing eye, or a contemplating,eye,

and a compaffionating or fuccoring eye. So the meaning of that

complaint is onely this, #Why ﬁéjitloan, my Way is hidden from.

the Lord ? thatis, why doft thou fpeak as if God did not regard

thee in thy troubles, as if God had no pity nor compaffionon thee,

" no bowels toward thee 2 Why fay[f thow, my Way is hid froms the
~ Lord? In the third oﬁé'xodm,wge

> of Ifrael, he telleth Mofes, I have feen, I bave feen; or I bave

Jurely feen, namely, with an eye compaffionating their condition,

asthe next words thew, for I know their forrows. . Now when

the Church complained that her Way Wes bid from God, ber mean- |

- ing was, that did not take notice, fo, as to pity and deliver

ber. Exceptingin that fence, (he could not conceive that her way -

‘was hidden from God ;. neither is the way of the Church, So, hid-
dep from God, butas to our fenfe : for che Lord pities' his people
‘when he corrects them, and therefore facob is chidden for faying

fo, why (ayft thow O Jacob, my Wayis bidden:fromche Lord? -

Therefore this Text is not to be underftood of Fobs way in refpe

 of God, bat of the hiding of Gods way, o the hidden dealings of -

God toward Iob. My Way is bid, faith Jeb, that I cannot under-
ftand, nor interpret,nor exponnd the meaning of Gods dealing with
me: I amnot able to give an interpretation of it, 1 know not what
this thing meaneth : Ay Way is hid. o ,

Fhe way of Gods dealing with him was a. hidden way,, in two

-

L)

n God comes to help the people.

Non 2 Filt,
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Sunt qui viam

* Firflt, In regard of the caufe of his affliGion ; It was hidden from -
him, why God had layd fo fore and o heavy a burden upon him ;
and that is it which Elshs in the 34 of this Book, ver/. 31,32. hints

.. at, where he telleth 7ob, Surely ((aith he) it és meet to be (aid

unto God, that Which I fee not, teach thow me. He anfwers fuch

-a complaint as this, I (faith 70b) cannot fee the Reafon-why God
doth affli® me ; Elibu tells him, It s meet to be [aiduntoGod,
that which I [ee not, teach thow me, andif 1-bave done iniquity,
1 will do [0 no more ; Lord if thou wilt thew me that my fin'is t
cafe, and what fin is the caufe, I do here promife I will lay down
my fin, and (through thy help) do fo no more.

Or again, It was hidden in regard of the iffue or evént, ‘M]

enarrant viam way is bid, thatis, I can fecno paffage out of this way ; Icannot
slabendi. Druf. tell when thefe troubles will end, T fee no helpy I have no glimpfe

~

of light breaking out to me in this way, it is a dark, a hidden way

" unte me : ‘This darknefs troubles him as much asall his troubles.
- Aund itis, as if he had faid, Iam fo encompaft with clouds, that I’
. 'walk in darknefs, and: fee no light; .My life is fo entargled
-and wrapt up in Troubles, that I fce no way of deliverance or

efcape. - o : : ,

And this Expofition feems moft proper, if we take in the latter
part of the Verfe, where he faith, and whom God hath bedged in :
This exphains the hiding of his way, tobe the hedging of his way,
fuch an encompaffing of him about with forrows,that he could not
make his wayont. . -

In the ficlt Chapter, you may remember, that Satan was much

3 troubled that God had made a bedg abont Job ; and now fob him- -

felf ismuch troobled; that God had made a hedg about him: Iam

. theman, faith he, whom God batb bedged i». That which before

was the object of Satansenvy, isnow become the objed of Jés
complaint, a hedg : “Sure then it was not the fame bedg. *No, that
which Satan coinplained of, and envyed at,  was 2 hedg of mercy,
-and a hedg of bleffings, a bedg of favor and of prote@ion : But
this which 7oé complaineth of, is a hedg of thorny troubles, and of
pricking forrows:the former- was(as we may(peak)« bedg of Rofes,
and this was 4 bedg of Bryars. That was a hcdg fo high and ftrong,
‘that no evil could come in,te,. orbreak through, to annoy him;
Acd this wasa h:dg fo highand {trong, that no good conld come
orbebronghtuntobim. =~ . L Yo
So then, take the feace thus, Wiy islight givento & man whofz °
) , way

>
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Way is bid, and Whem God bath hedgedin ? that is, why doth God
continue my life, when Iam in (ucha condition, as that I can nei-
ther difcover the Reafon why Icame intoit, noram I ablk to dif-
cover any paffage out of it. . :
And this is it which the Church complains of, ( Lam. 3.7.) He
hath bedged me abont thas I cannor get out : and verf.9. He hath
" enclofed myways with bewen flones ; Gdd had buile vp a wall (as (
it were) by art, With hewen ffones, he had fet them fo clofe toge-
ther, that there was no paffing by, no getting through, Obferve
hence, firft, . ‘
That affliction is ufually accompanied With much darknefs. Af
fiQion is often called darknefs in Scripture ; And as it is darknefs
without, fo it oftencanfeth darknefs. within, Anaffli®ed perfon
hath fuch darknefs upon his per{on, that he cannot difcern, many
- times, either why God doth affli® him, or when God will make
‘an end of his affliGtions. That in the Prophet, (/4i. 50 10.) is
troe of outward affli®iens, as well as inward, #ho is there among
- Jom that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the woyce of hisfervane,
1that Walketh in darkne/s ? There’s many an afflied -perfon walks N
ina way, hidden in a three-fold darknefs. Firt, The way is hid,
in the dyarknefs of -the caufe for which:he cameintoit. Sccondly,
‘The way is hid in the darknefs of the event, how to get out of it.
Thirdly, The way is hid-in the darkoefs of his prefent duty, what
todoinit: The way of 2ffls@ion is often wrapt up and hidden in
- this threefold- darknefs. ' S
~ Further, Secing 706 {peaks of this-asanaddition toall his for-
rows, and s the complement of them all, that e was thus (hut up
and hedged. in, and that his way was thus dark in-regard of the
caufeof it. Obferve; That : ‘ .
Itincreafeth an affliction greasly, not toknow the reafon of an.
afflition, or tobave the way of Gods dealing bidden from onr eyes.
¥ is a trouble not to fee the Reafon of- things ; The minde is ex-
ceedingly eafed, when the Underflanding hath lizhe: Thismade =~
me_y enquite, Why doth the Way of the wicked profper ? As if -
e-had faid, If Icould fee the Reafon of it, it wonld fatisfic me,
- bat while thou keepeft m# in the dark, and Ican giveno 2ccount
to my own Soul, or thofe that ask me, of this thy difpenfation to .- -
wicked men, this is the burden of my Sonl. It is ulwlly faid, g .
They are bappy who know the canfokof things. And invegard of ruse e i tog-
. the difealcs of the body, we fay, th;; adifeafe is balf cur. 4, wb;n 058, aufas,
T N < nnj3 The ’

-
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the canfe of it is difcovered : But when 3 Phyfician isin tbed;l;-,

. and cannot finde out the caufe of a difeafe, he muft needsbe in the

dark for the remedy of it : So it is alfo withia man in regard of any
affiicion, when He cannot finde out the caufe, he knoweth not -
what to pitch upon as aremedy. When Rebekab'(Gen.25.21) had
twins in her womb, and chey ftrugled together within ber, (he was
much troubled, and nothing would {atistie her, until the went to
God to know the Reafon of the thing, Lord (faith (he) Why am I -
thus ¢ And when God had told her, that twe Nasiens Were in ber
womb, and that two manner of people fhonld be [eparased from.
ber bowels, (he made no more complaints. ‘So when chere are fuch
frivings, fuch ftruglings and contrary motions of trouble in us, or
about us, the Soul goes to God, and enquires why is it thus ? Lord,
1 am more troubled with the ignoranceof my troubles, then with
the weight or {mart of them. ; P -

Thirdly, Take the words as refpeting the iffue, ot deliverance
from trouble, and.they afford us this Obfervation, That

It isa great addition to an afflilkion, wot 1o fee or difcern a Way

- to efcape or ges ows of affliétion, To be in an affli@ion,out of which

‘there appears no paflage ( unlefs the Soul be mightily fupported
bythem and power of Chrift ) brings within a ﬁem de-

' fpair. The Apolle fpcaks as much when he faith, ( 3 Cor. 10,

13.) Theve 1 no tempration huch taken bold of yom , but that
Which s common to man, (and then it tollows ) bst God is faith-
ful, Who Will not [uffer you te be tempted above that you are -
able, but Will with the temsptasion alfo make a Way to e(cape, thas

" yeway beableto bearit. As if he (hould fay, If God did not

indeed difcover, or make ont to you fome way of efcaping, Imuft -

needs fay, you were never able to bear it, but (faith he) God will

make 4 Way for yomw tocfcape, that ye may be able to bear it ;

Meaning, that the c‘;pen ot this way would revive their {pirits,

;ne;i then they would be able (through the ftrength of Clm(‘)| Jto
rit, -

IF fo, then how fall the Sqpl bear an sflidion, wheri God,in

ftead of making a way to efcape, doth as it were make an hedg to
ftop all efeape ? Therefore when the Lord would fapport his peo-

- plein their troubles, he promifed that they thould bavea door of

hope opened to them, [ will give herthe valley of Achor for a
door of hope, Hofea 2. 15. He would give her fome appearance,
fome glimpfes and openings of deliverance, inand from ebcir‘;;rc- .

—~
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" fent dangers. It is threatened ( Dewt. 28.35.) Thos fhal: come ous
one way againft thine enemies, and fly [even ways before them,
they thould fly many ways, but they (hould efcape no way. Zhes .
Joals come ont one way, and fly [even ways, thacis, thou (halt try Tentabs fem-
this, and that, and every way to efcape, but thou (halt finde a hedg per & divesfis

- atevery ways end to ftopand hindet thy efcape, We ufeto fay o “’;“ﬂ‘%":;ﬁ
amanina diftreffed condjtion, He i in a wood, or in a wilderne/s. 5‘,4 am Libi patc.
And when God-entangles men i theit owrrdevices, it is faid, He iz effuginm.
powreth contempt npon Princes, and canfeth them to wander in the )
wildernefs, where there is no way, Pfa. 107.8K So Pharach faid
of the childten of Ifracl, They arc emtangledin the Land, the
wildernefs bath fowt thems sn, Exod. 14.8. And whenapeople
are as the children of Jfracl were, haviog a Sea before them, an -

Army behinde them, and Mountains on either hand. Then théy
may fag (8 Job did) their way is bid, and God bash bedged .

theni . B . ‘
For my fighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are powred

.

out like water,

Here 7ob takes npithe former propofition,and applies it particu-
larly to his own perfn. Before, he faid onely in the general, by
3 Isght givon 1o him.that s in wmifery, andwhy s light givento a
—wwanwhefe way ss hid, and whows God bath bedged 8 ¢ Now he
faich in effe®, it is thus with me, I am a man in mifery, and Iam
aman whofe way God hach hid and hedged in, wherefore thenis
1y life continned ? And.he proves that he was in,fuch a condition, ‘
by the effe@s of ‘it, fighs and roarings. So that this Ver/e holds .

* Forth two thigsabout 7obs forrow. Fiet, The continuanceof ie, = -
in thofe words, A1y fighing comes befere I eat. Secondly, The ex-
tremity of it, intholc, My roarings.are powred omt,ci-c, The Ar-

amay be thus framed, That man is in exireach and continual
mifery, - who!ddth not fomuch breathe,-as figh ; who, when he
would fpeak, is forced to roar : But thusitjs with me, Ay fighing
cometh before I cat, and my roarings are posred out like water,
therefore my mifery is-extream and centigual, -

My fighing cameth befare I ear)) Inthe Hebrew it is word for
mwatd thus, beforetbe face of my bread my fighings come. Which
Hebraifm ( before the face of my.bread) bath agreat emphafis in
. 3t notes the continance of his forrows:without any intecmif-

Fioy When athipg is faid.s0 be before shé face of anagher, it notes
cet : ‘ an

~
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y13m9 13" 4N ¢quel continance with that, before the face of whichit is faid -

tobe. Asin'the negative (Exod.20.3.) Thosn fbalt have no other

0ds before me, (o we tranflate it ; the Febrew is, T hou (balt have
““mo other gods before my face, that is, folong as I continue to be

£hy God, thou fhale have no other god ; but I fhall be thy God to
all Eternity, therefore thou (halt have no other godsbut me for e-
ver. Soin the Affirmative, Pfal. 73. 5. where under the type of
Solomons Kingdom, the continuance of the Kingdom of Chrift is
prophecyed, the Holy Gkoft faith, It fbal continse fo long as the
Sun and Moon c#ureth ; the Hebrew is, It (hall continue before
the face of the Sun and of the Moon, that is, there (hall be an e-

eig TeicaTOy
o ~
apls  p¥,
aAquila,

qual duration of the Kingdom of Chrift, and of thofe Lights of ~

Heaven, the Sun and the Moon : The Kingdom of Chrift (hall laft -
as long as tht World (hall laft. ‘ :
I So then (according to this fence) before the face of my bread my

gtgbigg: come, is, as if he bad faid, look how long I have my bread

before me, look how much time I {pend in eating, fo much time
I fpend in Gghing, my forrowings are of the fame-continuance
‘with my refre(hings. The phrafe imports the un-intermittednefs

A Dtopﬂrttu (s we may fo fpeak) of his forrows: that he had no ftop, no V
a

;ﬂ biec e m'i;. breathing time, which was not a fighing time, po not for a meal-
e :;t‘: . time ; while he was eating, withcvery bit of meat he had a mot-
i g i atus feL of Horrows: He migh fay, as the Plalmift, (P/al. 102.9.) 1
canfa dolwes bave caten afbes like bread, andmingled my drink With Weeping 5
poffim falBere  wwhen 1drink, my tears flow into my cup : When I take ina few
' f" :n :"u::;r drops of comforts, I weep out ftreams of forrow : Or my figh-
cherae et ings come and retumn fo faft nponme, that I have no time to eat
tem fieguentes my bread : Tam fo plied and followed with thale afflictions, that I
m bi funt gemi» have no leafure to be comforted. - S
- tws wt vix mi-* If at any time a man gets refpite from his grief, it is when he
L’:f'[;""::"f“;_y eats; how refpitelefs then was fobs.grief, before whom forrow
fm',,, e, and fighings fat (as guefts) continually at his Table | '

T _ . Myroarings are poured ont Likewaser,

‘As the former words fhewed the continuance, -fo this the ex-

. tremity of 7obs forrows. Itisa great affli®ion that makesa man
by of fpirit fpeak, or complain : It is a greater affliction that makesa
man of fpirit weep or mourn, How great an affli&ion then is
it, which makes aunan of {pitit cry out and roar? when aman
of couragexoars; heis pained to parpofe, 76 aman of fpiritand -

S - : courage

-

Y

~
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courage, doth not only figh,but rear : Sighings are more fecret for-
- rows,but roarings muft be heard,efpecially hus roarings which were
powred out like water. -
- Roaring is the l‘,ionsvoyce, aod here is an allufion to the bungey Meraphyrsa
Lion, rearing on. bis prey 5 or tothe troubled waves of the Sca, Leovibms fame-

which alfc}‘ are faid to roar, Exaﬂ?re [orrowbis often ?fotth by ;‘g‘; .
roaring, P[al.22.1. Why art thos [o far from the voyce of my roar. [2s31: 4
ing?fsithDavid,typing the forrows of Chrift:I do not only cry,but PAL 45 3.
Irosr out unto thee, Lard,why doft thou not hear my frong cries ? ‘
ctieslike the roaring of the Lion, or the noife of croubled waters.

- So P/al. 32.3. David, to fhew his extremity of pain and trouble

- . while he kept in,and did not confefs his fin,fpeaks chus,#7bile I kept

filence (while I fmothercd my fin in fectet) 7 roared for the very
difguictne(s of my Soml : filence in not confefling fin, canfes roar-
ing under the guilt of fio. Thofe are gteat burdens of fin, and great
-burdens of forrow, that caule roaring. = .

. My roarings are poured ont like Water, -
. This notes farther yet, the abundance and the ftrength-of his {or-
YOWS. - Lams ponred out like Water, (1 am,as it were,all meleed into

 forrows) s ad of Chrift i that PAlm of ks palfion. (F/alas.t 4)

, m) beart in the midft of my bowels 35
* bike melted Wax. When the Prophet Exckie! would Thew how

 .that peopl: (honld be aff @ed with the tydings of their affliGions,
he fagh, Every heart [oall melt, and ab bands ball be fecble, and -
every iris foall faint, and all kyecs foall be wenk as water, (Chap., gﬁ*ﬂ'm’& ‘
21.7.) the Hebrew i, all kpees foall gointowater. The forrowsof = 3% - - -
repentance are expreft by sbe powring owt of water to note both the
" abundance of them, and the intenfivenefs of them, in that known >
place, 1 Sam.7.6. They gatbered together to Mizpeh,and drew wa.
Scr, and posred it owt before the Lord, that is, they mourned abun-
dantly, and they mourned with all their firength. ~ B _

-How ftrong and abundant the {orrows ot Job were, hathbeen .

often thewied before, and Obfervations drawn down from them;
-~ and therefore I (hallneed do no more then clear the words,and give
the fence. ‘It followeth: - - -

/

I.. an ponred out like water,

. For the thing which 1 groatly feared 44 comse spon me, and that
- which I was afraidif iscome untome,

"~ For the thing which I greatly feared, J The ‘czh[al‘ particle

+
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'3 " inthe beginning, doth not alway infer 2 caufe : This Verle is not a
Particala  Reafonof whart he fpake before : But- this Particle is often ufed in
Q’“‘)“i:‘):""m Scripture for affirmation of illuftration, and oot as caufal, or by
Jemfed er o Wy Of demonfiration: As Foh. 4 17, Chriftstells the woman of
natus vel affm Samoaria, Thon (peakeft Wekl, 1 have so bafband ; the Greek is,

“weratiois cau- for I have no hufband : We teanfime it only by way of affertion. So
faadiibtate  Afar, 7.33. Then Will 1 profefs wnts shem, I never knew you ;
" the Greek is, then 1 will profefs umto them, for 1 wever knew
Jo# ; we render it only asan affeveration.  So very frequent in the
Hcbrew, the particle [C4i] which is here ufed, bath in it oply ‘
the force of an affirmation, Fer the thing I greatly fearca, is |
cvome upon we , that is, certainly er affuredly she thing which i
I greatly feared is come wpomme 3 asif fob (hould make chis as |
. ~the corclufion and the fam of all his complainings ; This is ic
which now I muft conclude, that the thing which I greatly feared l
t some upon me,-and shat which 1 was afraid of is come nnto
me. . . Lo . '

NS The thing which I greatly feared.] The Hebrew is, Ifearcd & 1
NS fear, and it is come npon me. And fofear is in the Seriptore fre-
Metuere metwm quently 'put for rhe thing feared, by a Metatiomy of the effe@ for ]

- Waditurut the ciufey the abftract being pat for the concrete; As Prowmt.a6. ;
if:d": f:”‘:" Twill mock when yowr frar comerh, that is,when the trouble which * 1
P T you feared thall come oponyou : Asif fob boold have fuid, This
$ogTilety dop- €Vl iS that which I have fore-feenand fore-th ;s I bad fuch
Ny, Druf, . mifgivings in my Ipirit long befote this,that fach 2 black dey might |
B come upon me, and I might be thus bedged i, now I feeany

thoughts are come to pafs,and my econjectares prove trae, the thivg
which I feared, ind gready feared, is come wponme. We trsfiate
well, ! greatly feared; thie Hebrew is, [ feured & fear 3 Such exprefs
fions raife the fence ¢ As 'when weare faid to be bomphs wich 4
price,_itnotes that there was 4 grews price paid for our Redempti-
on : To rejoyce with joy, (hews the greatnefs of joy. So here, 70
fear afear fhews thathe was in a grent feae, a5 wé tranflace, / feara ‘
eda fear, I greatly feaved. T TN
. Here it may be queftioned, whether thefefearsof Fob were inwi-
ful : Doth it become us to have fuch mifgivings of heart, in refpeck
of our ontward condition ? The Apoftlte biddeth us, b2 careful in
nothing, ( Phil.4.6.) and wasit:a vertue or 2 grace, was it.com-
mendable, or fo much as approyeable in $05, to be fearfulinal
thiogs 2 Chrift tebubies his Diferples, becwle they were afiwdin -~ )
v S - . L 8
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a ftorm ; and was it wellin 7o, that he was fesrfol in a Sun-(hide,
when he had the faite(t weather, and profered in all things 2 Dotht

it become a godly dhan, to be always folicitous about his cftate,and
doubting that troubles will come ? -Oae-would think there is trou-

ble enoiagh, in tronbles, when they come, a man fhould not trouble
himfelf with them before they come.  B:fides, it is faid, Prov.10.

24. refpeéting wicked men, rhas God will bring that which they
fear.upon them ; o that it fembth God is afigry with' thofe who

are slwdys fearing, or ftand potitig upsa fiich and fuch evils as they

fear may come upon them: To thefe God faith, (//4i.66.3.) 1

alfo will choofe their ?lxjiom, and Iwill bring their fear upon .
them ; becanfe youfeared théfe chings, yon (hall have your fear = -

As God gives fome: their prayers-in avger, {o he gives many theic
fearsin anger; Anditisas Fteat afin,inordinately to fear,that God .
will rake away the meat of our neceffity or totivenience, asitis to

pray that God would give us meat to futisfie our lufts or wanton-
g ' ‘ i ‘ !

- "To clear this, wemuft drftinguifh of fear as to the purpofe we
have in hand. ‘There are diversfortsofféar. =~~~ ¢ -

- Firft, There isa fear of wifdom and camtion, and there is a fear
of torment and vexation. That which the Apoftle 7ohn fpeaks,
(1 70h.4.18.) fear bath torment, is not meant of all frar : There
is' a fear that is 2 tormenting paffion, a feai' which diftra&@s or
‘divides the thonghts about croubles whiclki may come ; pd there
is a fear which only dire@s us to avoyd or ptevent the coming of
trouble, ' N .

* Secondly, There is a fear which is oppofed to fecurity, and
th'reisa fear which is oppofed to comfore. I¢'wds Davids fin}}
that he waneed the fear oppofed to fecurity, when he (aid, In iy

prosperity 1 fball mever be moved : Lord, by thy favonr,thon baft
* mwade sy mountainto fand fireng, Pfal.30.6,7. The fear of
“#eb in his profperity was oppofed to this fecurity ; he did not fay,
1pall never be moved, he thought he might be movéd : The fa-
vour of -God had made his mountain ftrong, 'yet he kdew it had
but the ftrength of clay, and cherefore mighe be caft down. This
was his fear ; he looke ypon creatures, as they are, mutable and'
moveable. Chrift fpeaks of a faith of miracles, which will re- -
~ move mountains ; and that fear is not contrary to faving faith,
‘which caufeth us tothink that our mountains may be removed.
Jobs fear was grounded on the (l;ﬂCCttaimy of creature comforts; -
' 00 23 ! o
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he knew wealth was bristle ware, and might quickly reccive a-
" crack. . This fear we ought to carry about us, in regard of our fpi-

ritusl eRatesalo; thowgh grace be cverlufting ware, though we
are high built, and full-grown in grace, though through the tavour

~ of God our monntain of holinefs and of comforts be very ftrong,

Rom.11.20.

| would come, this holy

yet we maft not be fecure ;* though we are bigh- buils yet we muft
not be high-minded. Hence the Apoftle Panl warns the beleeving

* Gentiles, that they (hould fear : Igrant, yeareina good eltate in

comparifon of the Jews, theyare caft off, ye ave graffedin; yet
let me give you thiscaution, be wot high-minded, but fear. That
fear which is oppofed to prefumption and %curi:y,_ isagood and
neceffary fear in the beft of our eftate, whether ingrace or nature,

whetber in worldly. or heavenly riches. And fuch was the fear of
90b. I

ob. : : o .
Thirdly, There is a fear which makesus provide for an evil
day, and there is a fear Which hindreth us from enjoying the com=
forts of agood day. The former was in 7ob ; doublefs his fear.
in good. days made him diligent to pravide for the cvilday : As
it is faid‘'of Noab, ( Heb.11.7.) That Noah being Warned of God -
of things not feen as yet, shrough faith, moved with fear, prepa-
red an Ark_ for tbe/hw':g of bis houfe : Noab knew the Flood
car fet him awork to provide an Ark.

It is an argoment both of wifdom and of -grace, in a cahm, to -
prepire for a ftorm ; in peace, to eonfider what todo in a time of
War ; in healch, to lay up thoughts about our ficknefs ; and ina
day when the light of Gods countenance fhines into our hearts,
and we walk in the comforts of ; the Holy Ghoft, then to think, a2 -
n'ght of defertionmay come; and what [hall I do,. if I(heuld-
}wzll; in dirkncfs, and fee no light? Such,as this,was the fear which

fob feared. - . - .

Fourthly, There is a fear which makesus diftrult God that be
will afli@ us, and there isa fear which keepeth us from deing that
which may provoke God to afflict us : This was 7obs fear, -as was
thewed, (Chap.1.v.1.) He feared God,and ¢[chewed evil : He was
loth to grieve and cffend God, or to give him.any occafion to be
angry. } : _ ’ ’
Lalily, Thereis a fear which is oppofed to. hardne[s of heart,
and a fear that is eppofed to conrage of heart. Fobs fear was op-
pofed 1o hardnefs of heart ; of this Selomoen fpeaks, (Prov.28.
14 ) Bleffed is the man that fcareth always. And to dear wfba:_‘ :

. . [+

>




Digitized by GOOS[G



