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Verfe 20. Then Job arsl? and rent bis mantle, and, ﬂm;ed bis head aml
fell downe upon the ground and wor(hipped.
, Vcrfe 21. AndJaid, Naked came Iout of my Mothers wombe s and mzke:l'
: Jhall L returne thither : the Lord gave  and ‘the Lord kath

- “taken away,blefled be the name of the Lord.
Verfe 22. Inallthis Job finned ot or charged God fool; jhly

Thefe thrcc verfescontainethe third Divifion of the Chapter,
aswe fhewed inthé Analyfis of it. We have feene in the firft,the cha~
ralter of b in his profperous eftate , and the defcmptlon of his'

- profperity: Wehave feene hisafflictions i inthe caufes, in the time,
in the inftruments, in the matter , and in the manner of infli&%ing’
them. Inthis third part wehave the carriageof Fob, how Fob
tooke’it, how he behaved himfelfein this fad condition. And
likewife how God toeke it that Fob did fo behave himfelf.Sothen,

We may note two things in the generall out of thefe 3 verfes.

¢ have the carriage of fob,his behaviour.

2 We havethe teftimony of God ccmccmmg his carriage and ’
bchaviour. o
‘The carriage and behaviogr of Fob is lald dcwne > werfe 20.

21. And concerning his carriage, the ‘Text gives s £o com~
fider o
1. What Fob did. , :
2. What fobfaid. o
1. Whathc did, and that isin the zo. vcrfe, and there we find
mentioned five diftin& aGions of Fob upon! the rccewmg o&he -
lation of his aﬂil&mn ‘ o
IHedroﬁ' L o : =
" 2.Herent bis mantle. - IR .
3. He fhaved bis head.
4. Hefell downe upon the grouml

5. He worfhipped.
2.What he faid, andthat is in the 21. wrﬂ’, Jrzd be ﬁad, N.zked came
Tout of :z' maibers wontbe, arzdnake L &e. S e
- His fayings containe two ftrong and nndeniable 4u entaﬂ I

Propofitions, andorie cleare Conclufion,fowing naturally from
them both, or from either ofthem ; by which he doth acqmt the

.+ Lordin hisaffi&ing of him’, and dfo {upport and Rrehgthcn hxs ‘

own fonle undcr thofc aﬂh&wns. ‘

. Aa - The'
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T An Exlpoﬁtioh upon the 3 firft Chapters Chap.lz.

. Context, and for the parts ofit. °

The teftimony ot Godconcerning Fobs carriage is in the 22.ver
TheLord comes in, as it were likean umpire to determinewho
got the day , which is refolved when he faith , Ir 4/l this Job
fmned not, nor charged God foolifbly. Thefe words expreflely fet the
Laurell of Vi&tory uponthe head of Job . Satan undertooke that
,Z‘ob (if touched)would curfe God ; now fglth God., loqke upon

imtouch’d, fee what he hath done, examine all his a&ions that
are paft;obferve what he hath fpoken,weigh every word thac hach
conie out of his mouth in the ballance of truth and reafon; and
when thoy haft done,both,tell me whether he hath yet curfed me.
I pronounce, that in all he hach done, in allhe hath faid, Job bath
not charged God fuolifply. That in the generall for the fum of the

- Ta begin firft with what Jobdid, his attions.

o Then Job arofe and rent bis mantl>yée.
Then.] Fob ftood outthe theee former affaults unmoveably,but
‘when he had reccived the fourth,then hisbowels were moved ,
And then,&c. . ] : .

Job arofe.] This was his firft altiogto arife is properly an a& of
onethat fitteth ; he isfaid to arife that beforedid fit or lie.But yet.
in Scripture to arife isnot always taken fo firi&ly, neither isit in

. this place.To arife’in the Scripture languagenotes two things.Firft

the {peedinefle of doing a thing: when a mandoth athing inftane-
- ly orprefently;heisfaid to arifetodo it,to-arife and do ft,though: -

he were ftanding or walking before. This is an Hebraifme, He arofe
and rent bis mantle , that is, He prefently rent bis mantle upon the.
hearing of thefe meffages , efpecially the laft. And {6 you have the
word in divers places, as Judg. 2q. 18. TheCbhildren of Urael arafe
-and went tothe Houfe ofthe Lord; that is, they went prefently up to

the Houfe of the Lord, 2 Sam. 14.31. Then Joab arofe and went to -

Abfelom, the meaning is only this , that upon the receiving of-
that Meffage , he went with {peed, he made no delayes: And Ne-
bem. 2. 18. when Nebemiab exhorted them to the great worke of
building the houfe of the Lord,the people thewing their willing-
neffe and readinefle expreft it thus, Let #srifé up and build : that is,,
let_usbuild (as we fay) out of hand, fpeedily. = :

. Secondly, To arife-implyes the courage, conftaney and firength

ofthofe who undertake or go abouta bufineffe, they arife and do.

+ 3, that is, theydoe it with fpirit: So heré it may import as
- - c much
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much concerning 74 in his fufferings, He arofe and rent bis man-

#le, that is,thouih he heard all thefe fad relations, yet his fpirit
was not over-whelmed,he was not drowned in thofe forrowes,lre .

didnot finke downe under them,but be arofe and rent bis mamntle, &c.

as if he had raifed himfelfe up to wreftle with the temptation.
and the tempter; to wreftle with Satan himfelfe. In this fence the.

Lordis faid to rife , Ifz. 33.859. Where there is that fad defcrip-
tion of the Land , The Earth mourneth and languifbeth, Lebanon is
afhamed 5 &c. Now will 1 rife faith the Lord , now will 1be exalted,
that is, Now will I come and [hew my felfe with a mighty power
for the deliverance of 'my pesple. ~ 1 will be exalted and they fhall

Irejoyce. That Prayer of the old Church , A4rife O Lord, and

et thine Enemies be fcattered , hath the fame intendment , defiring
the: Lord to go forth armed with firength for the helpe of his peo-
pleand the {u uin§ of their Enemies. Thus 7ob arofe,bound with

a foure-fold eord o

oppofed to thefinking of the fpirit under troubles,as you know

the fpirit of E/idid, 1 ﬂ’am? 18.There was fad tydings brought to
is Sonnes and the taking of the-Arke,” :

Eli concerning thedeath o
the Text faith, Asfoone as be beard thefe things, be fell downe back=
ward , he had no.fpirit, no firength left in ﬁ

and rend his garment, but he funke downe and brake his neck.

When Nubalheard ofthe danger that hischurlifhand inhefpitable

‘anfwer had almoft drawne upon him,1 Sem. 25. 37. His beart dyed
-withinbim , and e became as a fione. -When all that Feb had was

- dead andgone,his heart livcd;yea hewas ( ere&ﬂdnimo ) ofaraifed
e

:_'pi'rit-,.not only when he arofe, but when he fell upon theground:
or then he worthipped, and wortfhip is the lifting up of the foule
to God:Iu the worfhip of God while the body is upon the kuee,the mind is or

o7 aught 10 be upon the wing.
| . And rent bis mantle. o
That is the fecond A&.chtir_xg of garmentsis very‘ often {po-

kenof in Scripture;and we finde it cfgecially in thefe two cafes.Inv .

@fe of extreame forrow,and in eaft of'extreame indignation.
- “In cafe of extreame forrow, and that of two kinds, either in the
- forrows efaflitions or in the forrows of repentance;in both thefe
we finde renting of the garments. o L
S Aaz . For

N\

afflition : he raifed himfelfe up like Samfon; -
though in hum‘ilitl{' » yet with ftrength and courage. Andfo'it is

im, hedid notarife
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. Fortheforrowes ofoutward afilition: fo we read frequently

*_of renting garments :- When Facob heard ofthe death of Fofepp,

-when his founes brought him home the dlwdy Coat, faying (buc

Gens3g.34, falfely ) that furelytheir brother was tornewith .wz'lde beaft: he prefent-
ly rent bis garment.  And- when the relation ofthe death of Saul
~wasbrought to Diwids eare, to exprefle his forrow, He tooke hold or-

g -bis cloatbles and rent thems and likewife allthe menthat were with bim;

BIAR33T andfo againe afterward at the funerall of Afner, David rem pis-

chiatbes , and gave order to all the people that werewith him to do -

the like. In great funerals or fatall mousrnings , it-was ufuall a= -
mong the Hebrews to rent ‘their garments. ThisaHo. wasa frequent-

" cuftomeamong the Heathen jag the Poet defcribes a mourner in his -

... ixt lamentations for privateand publick lofles;he wene with his

WZ:{:;{' - garments torne, beingaftoniftedat thedeath ofhiswife and the -

Gongudis attros ruine of the City. Many fuch infflances there are amengft their -

witws fatis w-. ancient Hifforians.,, - L e

bifg ruina. Vir.  Secondly, It wasufed in token of R epentance; when. forrowes -
5;[""1; ms 1,1, for fmne brake forth aud multiplied, ¥ /6. 7. 6. When Faoffiuz hume -
,cc:rds the bled himfelfe upon the defeat; flight and {laughter o the Ffraclites
like gettures. * before Aisit isfaid, he rent-bis cloather and fellto the earth: This. |
among the La=renting- oftheir garments-was in refpeét of the outward afili&ion. |
cedemonianss g withall intoken ofrepentance;for Fifbugand che people hume . - |
And "t’h”e’ 5o bledthemfelves with fafling. So when the Booke of the Law was:
binesta, . read toFofieb;and hie faw how farre thiey haddeparted from€he sulé

2 Chron, 34, and word of Gody it isfaid, Herent bis cloathes, and be was afraid,be -
29...  bumbled bimfelf,and bis beart was tender before God. -

) - But it. may be objpéted that in the 2 Foel v.134vhen wearcexhora-
ted to rent thie hearty we are ftop’d from renting thiegarment, R :
Jour hearté and not your garments, in the cafeof Repentance.. ©
.. Foranfwer to that Ifay , the. Natthere is notan-abfolgge pros-
hibition of renting thegarmemt , it is not fo much’ anegation; .

‘asa direltiony Rent your hearts -and ‘mot. your- garments , that is .-
Rent your hearts vather  thew. your- garmems ;. or, Remt jour Bearts : -
mare then your garments 5 Ors be fure that you rent your bearts whatfoever- -
you- doe. with your germents., Negations-doe not-alwayes quite :
deny a thing 3 In the 2 Car. 3. 6. take an inflancefor it; where -
the: Apoftle treating of the *preheminence-of the Gofpelt in the

_, mewdifpenfacion {dith , Who bath, made us-able: Minifbers mo of the -

lpser » but of the. Spirit - Nas; there dothnotdeny , as-iftheMi- .
nilters of Chrift did not fpeake and publih ehic letter of tbcmtx;& :
. - - T QL

2 Sam.1, 11,

.
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for.the leiter of the word. is the- veflell whercin the' Spiritis'con.
tained, and unlefle we {peake thic letter to thé care; ‘the fpirit can~
. not in an ordinary way comeinto the heart; therefore underftand
_the Apoftles meaning thus', be hath made us able Mirifiers, mt of
the letter, but of the Spitit 5. that is, he hath.made us-Minifters rather.
of the {pirit then of the letter , or more of the {pirit then of the
Jetter,becanfe of the promife of the. plentifull effufion of the Spi-
rigafter the afeenfion of Chrift. - o : S
A further inftance we have in that fpeech of God, I will bave-
mercy, and not facrifice.  That is, rather mercy then facrifice. Sa-
orificeis notrejelted, butmercy ispreferr’d. - So Rent your bearss
and. not your garments; thatis,rather -fent your hearts then your . -
rments: For otherwife you finde that not only it wa’s lawfull:
.(as in theformer places )in times of repentance and ‘forrow to
rend thegarments, but thiey are taxed becaufe they did not repene
andrend their garments. Thenot renting the garmeht is charged:
asaconviltion ofdn un-rentbedst.: - Whet the rollofourfes-that yerer 36,1
Baruch wrote fromthe mouth: of Fétemiah 'was réad befove: fe-"
Eojakim and:his Gonirtiers; theKingcut the roll with:a peireknife

© . and cafbitigro theifise, their impenitence is shas defcribed , ya

~

tbey: were not afraid o .mar rent their parmeity , . neither the. King. nor
eny of bis fervants that: beard: wit thofe wordss,Asif'ichadbebn faid,-
this'was-agme that'catled thi:aldudeoorend cheie: gadments .
1o husitble: themfelves and:repesit before the Lord 5 when' dhiey.
heard fuch words-as thefe ( cloathied with their own filthe arid :
Geds wodsh°)-read unto'thenis but 'they did ttaloty yerthiymene -
“not afaid yneitber did they rewd ibeir gaamertty. So there; rentingof the-
?zm_xcm was ufedias acerethony ofrépentanceias a fhadowofgedly
orrow; it hadnothinginir feHeto move Gody only it eeftified |
the greatnefle of thieir griefe;that their Hearts did remtas thedr gar- -
INCHLSWHICLENE. & +j = oo laecl T Y L :
urther, Renting of the garnient way' ufed'in cafe of extreante.--

indignation:Iadignation is anger &forrow boyl'dupto the'height -

Atisad it were the extralt and fpiritofthem both: And it is ftirrd |

efpecially when the eireofa man is fitled wich a voyce of ibalfphe-~ |
mysor his eye.with a fpeftacle of ‘bold ‘tran{cendent wi'cicdé -

neffe againftihe Lord: Word being brought to: Hezekiab- of thie: |
blafpheny that Rubffuikeb had ‘belched owe againft God, -when'he. l
beard howhg fiwd reproched thm living God, i faying, who i 1 i Kingigi). |
Gud of Jerufalensthat ke fhould 'deliXer #oom of my band:? thelfazza,”
ks - a.3: texy:

.

Y i -
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- Textt faith, that Hezekiab rent his cloathes with indignation; thae
-repart fil'dhim with a mixture of griefe and anger; he was gric-
ved that the holy name of God was blafphemed,he was angry with
the blafphemer: 'thefe caufed holy indignation , and this the
renting ofhis garments. Thusalfo when Pan! and Barnabas had
agl the Creeple at Lyfira, the fuperftitious Lyftrians would -
havedone facrifice to them as Gods ; Which when the Apoftles
Paul and Barnabs heard of, and faw the preparations ( Oxen and
»Garlands brought to the Gates ) for that a%orninablc Idolatry,

" theyvent their.cloathesand runne in among the pesple faying, Sirsswhydoe yon

thefe.things? wealfo are men of like paffions with you. They rent their
cloathes with indignation, bcingjrieved and veéxt to fee men {o
befotted, and fodifhonoured. .

This a& of Fobin the Text, renting his garments, may referre

* to either of thefe, it may referre to all thefe. If it be demanded

'why did 7ob rend his garments?L anfwer,firft,He rent his garments

- for the greatmefle of that fbrfow that wasupon him in regard of his
" oneward affli€tion. -Secondly, He rent his garments, to teftifie his

-deepé humiliation under the hand of God, with repentance for all
&is finnes. . Thirdly, Herent his garments, being filled with in«
dignationat thofeblafphemies which Satan fuggefted to him;This
Jaster ] clearethuss you know it.wasthe maine defigne, the ver
plot of Satan to provoke Fobgo bafphemeGod, do thisfaith he,
Tough.all that be bath, and. be. will cuzfe thee to thy face. . Hedid pro-
mifethis ta himfelf,and did undertake with God to bring: Zob to
that height of -impatience.” If {oy, then there is no qiieltion, but as
thefe meffengers of forraw came to him, fo Satan came with them
aind pointedevery meflagewithithis orthe likepoifonous fuggeftiz
,an: Now fee.what a Mafter you ferve, now bldfpheme God; why
fhouldet thou niake {cruple of thinking, or of fpeaking eviil of
him,-who hath powred out all thefe evils upon theez Newer ftand
-fo much upon his honour, who ftands fo little upon thy come
4ort. Tt s no quettion but Satanprovok’d-Foh in fome fuch man-

. 'aer.” He was not wife to promote his owne.‘ends, unlefle. he did

pliehim with temptations¢o blafphemy. Now 7b being moft

- .fenfible of thefc temptations, it being to him (asafterwards to

. boly David,Pfal. 42. 10.).asa fword in his bowels,,whilethe
-Enemy faid-unto him,where js now thyGod?hearifeth with indigna-

.. . tion, and foule-abhorrence of thefe injetions, - rending bis garments,
o & That for the feconda&. Thethirdfollowes. *~ = .«

- A
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And (baved bis bead.] Shaving of the head was ufed fometimes

to exprefle forrow, fometimes to exprefle bondage, andI fiud it "
~“ufed tn Scripture in oppofition to both thefc,fc.in timesofjoy and -

Firft Shaving of the head wasufed asa note of farrow. Ia. 15,
z. the Lord {peaking by his Praphet of the great affli&ion that

fhould come upon the Fewes, faith; On all their beads . fball be bald--

nefle, and every beard cut. off 5 that i, they fhall mourne, that's ,

the meaning of it.” And Ifz.22.12. In that day did the Lord God
of Hofts call ta wesping , andto. mourning; and to baldneffe ; that is,
to fhaving of themfelves or cutting off theirhaire; the meaning. of
-it in joyning baldnefle and mourning was only this,  to fhew thag
there fhouldbe extreame forrow and mourning in the Land, The

- Lord .cdged to mourning and baldneffe, thatis, toan exceeding great

mourning, {nch asthofe mournings ufed to be when they fha
ved their heads; And the Prophet puts in thisas an aggravation
of their finne, that when the Lord called for fuch « mouraing as
was joyned with baldnefle and fbaving the bead , :that then - there
. thould be joy and gladn:ffe, flaying Oxen, and killing Sheepe; eating
fefb, and drinking wine. See this more clear, Ier. 7. 29. when

the Prophet forefhewes the greatafili&ion of Jerufalem, he thus,

befpeakes them, GCut off thine baire Q Jerufalem, and caft it away;
and take . wp 4 lamentation. To adde one inftance more, Mios. 1.16.
- Incafe of their foreafli&ionthe Prophet faith; Miuke thee bald and:
pole thee for thy delicate Children , enlarge thy baldnefle as the Eagle 5
The meaning of all is,mournebitterly, or mourne greatly for thy
delicate Children, thy delicate arid fweet children they are deftroy-
ed,mournegreatly forthem , -exlarge thy baldneffe as the Eagle; As

~the Eqgle, becaufe the Eagle (as nattralifts obferve ) cafteth her feav: ‘

thers, andher head ismany times quite bald,” therefore it is.
faid here, enlarfge thy: baldnefle a5 the Eagle thae is,be exceeding'
bald, cutoff-gll thy hairein that great 'mourning. We may illu~

- ftrate this by & contrary rule given by this Prophet’ Jeremie, and.

likewife by Ezekiel, whenmourhing was forbidden , Zer. 6. 6.
where he {peakes of fome that fhould dieand have noneta mournes
for them, hefaith, they(hall not lament for them, nor-make themfetves

bald for themy Ezek. 24. x7. Makeno viourning for the. dead , ‘whae. -

followeth ?  Bind the tire of thine bead upon thee, -when they fhould

“ Keepe ontheir-!uire » their tire, shatwasan argument that there:
MRS 10 mourning, g R

o e . - Furdheg

.
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. « ‘Further we finde :that the cutting of the heire, the thaving of

the head, wasa figne ofbondage and reproach ; when David feut

2 Sam,10.4. Meflengers.toHanun , Samuel records, that Hamm tooke the mef-

. fengers and -[haved off the one balfe of their beards , and cut off

their garments i the middle, and the men were exceedingly athamed;

now the fhame was not onely becaufe their beards were halfe

cut off s for if that had been all, they might quickly have cut

.offthe ather:halfe and-have delivered themfelves from the fhame;

Yor they were at liberty: bat it is therefore faid that.the men were

greatly aftamed, becaufe amongft them it was a.marke of fhanie

“and flavery to be fhaven. Hereupon Dxvid giveth order that they

fbould tarry at Jericho . till their beards were growme; it was a

difhonour tobe fhaved; And it is noted in Plutarke concerning

Denvfthenes , that when he'had a mindeto ficclofear his ftudy

and would not goeabroad, or to be interrupted by vifits of friends

.at home, that he would fhave himfelfe,that fo he might be afhamed

to goe forth or fecany body , but be conftained to keepe to his

Booke far two or three.manethes together till his haire were

Ezekaoas, Browne againe: The bondageand rcgroach that Nebuchadnezzar
. ) ought. upon Tyrus is thus defcribed; Every bead was made.

| Crink r"i,f,’: ¢’ huld.. - And Arifitale obferves, that the haire wasa token of liberty.
et Thus the fhaving of the head in b mighs be a figne both
a1, Rhetor,  -of his forrow and great reproach that was come upon himgbeai:i
’ anenow that was ready to. be mocked and made the fcorne and
:ésword of theworld ;' aswe fce aferwardhe was , duringthis
ition. o - : S

“Yet it is confiderable from Scripture exAmple, that she cutting
.offthe haire, and fhavingof the head , had irot alwayes ¢ither of °

thefe fignifications hitherto difcufs'd, but did vary aceording to

. the diverfity. of places and oftimes.  In the Booke ¢f Genefis, we
read that cutting and fhaving of the. haire, wasa token of joy

-and liberty both together: .When Fofeph was deliveged cut of pri-

i ‘GensTl4 fon, it is faid, that be fhaved bimﬁl;f affcame to Pharaoh. And
. it is noted .concerning Mephibofbeth , as a matter ofhis forrow

. *Sam39.24. gor Davids abfence, that he let his haire grow.. He trimmed ot bis

" beard , being-much troubled atthe Kingsabfence. I confeffe nei-

- ther of thefe inftances come home_ enough to the point : both of
thefenegle&ting the careand culture of their bodies in their trou- -

bles, nowbeing delivered, prepare themfelves by fhaving and
: " trimming the haire for the prefence of thofe Kings. Buc itisin:
v ) s ’ {fome
N L
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fome Nations , fhaving hath been a marke ofHonour s All the

‘Romane Emperours were fhaved, till Nero. And it was an AulGell3.c.4.
Z:::Crleem Proverbe, Thou grt aflave > for theu ?mjej} "f""", or long fo’;:‘:: ;:g

~ There is an Obieftion that may be made concerning this A&k of

Jobs (becaufe atterward it isfaid 5 thatin all this Job finnad not’)
whether or not o4 might(have his head without finne? for youn
havean exprffe rule to'the contrary ; Levit. 19.27. cap.21.'3."Tou ;
JPall not round the corners of your bedds , neither fbalt thow marte -
the corners of thy beard ; and o you haveit againe i Deut. 14. 1.

that they fhould not cut their baire or make any baldneffe upon

. their beads for the dead , namely by fhaving or cucting oftthe haire. y

How is it therefore herethat fob ftaved himfelfe for the death of
ﬁis cl}xildren, and in regard ofthofe great eroubles that were upon

im ? o ' :
Ianfwer bricfely for that, firft, Fob lived (as we havé cleared
when wefpake of the boeke in generall) before that Law was gi-
ven , which did prohibite the cutting offthe haire in that ‘man-
ner. N : ' . '

- Secondly, itappeares in thofe places,where thofe Lawes are fet ,
downe, that the Lord did forbid only conformity to the Heathen; Uovebunt cin.
‘they muft not fhave or cut themfelves, as the Heathen did: who cut cinnos inbone- -
their heads round likea globe (as it is obferved concerning them) ;_’I’"rd‘;,"”’?"’"x
and were wont to dedicate their lockes to their IdoH-gods. That = 7
‘vain fafhion and and grofle fuperftition were the things forbidden
JAn the Law of Mofes.. . : ) ‘ S

Thirdly, Though the Fewes were forbidden tofhave their heads, ,
as mourning for thedeath of their friends; yet (in the judgment &£ catvisium
of learned funins ) the fhaving of their heads was not only, per-indicipro mor-
mitted,, but'commanded in cafe of mourning for finne,or in times™? inrerdiétun
of folemnerepentance and humiliation. He inftanceth intwo pla- f,/,t,:" f.‘“'“'
cesbefore mentioned. Firft, the Prophet Ifzieh reproving the un-in ﬁ"fg;"i"% e{_}_ e
feafonable mirtz and defperate fecurity of the Jewes ina time offcenria ‘cqz‘uifi._
publique troublke and treading downe, tels them, Inthat day did wn probari
the Lord God of Hofts call to weeping and to- mourning , and to bald-a194 impemari,
neffe 5 -andto girding with fack-cloth , Ma.22. 12. Secondly, There fnnlla.223,
is_counfell given an{werable to that reproofe by the Prophet Mi='"
cah cap. 1.16.  Make thee bakd, and pale thee for thy delicate children,

?Z.rgt’ thy baldnelle as the Eagle , for they ave gone into captivity from -
t ) .- - - , c . oL , .
; . ~ Bb - We
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Parent dies too, this is fainting.

" An Exfoﬁtion. upen the 3 firft Chapters .Chap. 1.

-~ We will obferve fcmething from thefe two alions, the renting

. of hisgarments and the thaving of his head.Thefe referre totheex-

preflion ot his {forrow for thofe lofles in eftateand the death of his
children : As the other two a&ions, his falling upon the ground

.and worfhipping referre to theexpreflion of that homage and ho- .

nour that he tendered up to God in the middeft of thefe forrowes.
From thofe two a&sof forrow learne we, ,

-Ficft, That whenthe band of God is upon us s it becommeth us
to ke fenfitle of it 5 and to be bumbled under it. Fob hearing thefe:
fad relations, doth not fland out floutly,as if nothing had touch’d
him : but to thew that forrow did even rend his heart, he rent his -
garments; to {hew that his afliion- touch’d his fpirit, he fhav’d

“hishead. There aretwo extreanies that we are carefully to avoyd

in times of aftlition: and the Apoftle doth caution all the fonnes
of God againft them both in one verfe, Heb. 12.5. M)y firnme de-
fife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art
rebuked of bim. . Thafe are two extreamvs , defpifing and faint-
ing when God doth correct. He would not have us defpife his
chaftening, to fay,I doe not regard this,let God takeall if he will>
1f my eftate muft goe, let it goe; if my children die, let them die,

- this'is a defpifing of the chaflening of the Lord, and God cannoe

beare it, that we fhouldbeare it thuslightly. Thereisanother ex-

- treame, thatis, fainting; 1fwhen goods are taken away, the

heart be taken away : and when children die, then the fpirit of the

Take head of thefe two ex=
treames. Fob walkes in the middle: in the golden meane be-.

tweene them both.  Hedoth not carelefly defpife,neither doth he-

. unbeleevingly faint : -he rifeth vpand he rcnds his garments. He
. would have it knoewn that he fainted not under the ftroak, and he:

would have it known , that hefelt the firoake, he wasnot likea.
fiocke or a ftone; he would not earry it with a Stoicall apathy buc
with Chriftian fortitude and magnanimity. Senfelefle ones are
taxed, Jeremiah 5.3. Thou baft fhikenthem 5 and they bave not-
grieved. Such are” compared by Solomon to" him ‘that lies downe-
in the midft of the Sea, or as be that lieth upon the top of a maft,
fecure and carcleffe in the greateft dangers. Tley bave flricken
wme fhaltthou fay, and I was not ficke , they bave beaten me and I
felt itnot , Prov.23. 34, 35. The Prophet Hofea-reproves the like.
Strangers ( faith he ) “havedevoured bis firength and ke knoweth
i not 5 yea gray haires are kere and “there upon him--and be knoweth.
; . : i3
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