THE MONSTER

SINFUL SELF.SEEKING:
ANAI'OMIZEE)KN

TOGETHER wITH
A delcription of the Heavenly and Blefled

SELFE-SEEK ING,

*4

In 2 Sermon Preached at Panls
the 10. of December, 1654..

ByEbM:Caramy,B. D. and Paftor of
o Aldermanbury, Londos.

1 CoRr. 10:24.
Let 10 man [eek. bss owne, byt every man anithers wealth,
1CoRr. 13.5.
Chavity [eeketh ot her owne.
Rowm 15.12,3.
Let every one pleafe iy neighbonr, for hisgoid to edification : For eve:
Chrift pleafed not himfelfe.

s negletld proximorsm curd;, [ui tamims amator off, id. affequit
#t ne feiplum quidem vere ames; Quemadmodum ensm in membris,
#ming detrimentum ad alia quogue membra pervadit ; & in edsficiss,
snius partss ynina, ad alias exsenditur : fic & in Ecclefid. qui fratrem
Junm negligir, [¢ feque tantummodo, & [nam procxras ntilitasem, fibi:
etsam spfi vel invitws damno eft. Nam qwi in 1 ebus nece[Jariss, pericli-
tantem vidit fratrem manumaq;non porrsgis in gehennam mittitur, ma-
jori detrimento, quam erat illud quo fraser afficiebanr GG-c. Theophyl,

LONDON,
Erintedby 7. G. for NATH: WE B2, gnd WiLL: GraNTHA M, ab
the Bear in St.Pawls Church-yard nzer the littic Nozth dour, 16535,
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P a c x Mayor.

A [peciall Conrt bolden on Tuefday the
19. day of December, 1654.

¢ AR dered that Mr. Calamy be de-

Q. fired from this Court, to print
his laft Sermon at Panls.

SADLER.
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FO THE
GHT HOWN @ U RADL! Vs
Curistorurr Pacx. Lord Ma; ajor,
AND

The Righe JVorﬂupﬁl I Aldermen
of the famous City of Londex,

RIGHT HONOURABL 5,

F \\,_@f.{:;f’ I}’m,:ﬁsmg Sermon wrs ordesed by jous robe
S ji”-—\ﬁ préiced, it hatly fock loisg 513 the bsrth by vea-
g7ia { ("f;}\ ﬁm of masltisede of invervening diapediisents :
(f.‘;”i*g. }‘«)\‘ Y Now at lefi- it 71 come into the world, and &
é Yt X a‘:) bere bsinbly prefeised vo 505, .25 an e: pre]ﬁa;

XS of thae velpe® and fervice which 1 acknow-
fedge to be dm, cad fhall ever be veady to pay. The fisbjet
sacster of ¢ 25 vo difcover and Avatecsize Yhot 1gly and deo
fo/s.:edl\liomueraf finfoll felfe-fecking, cud po’ foer the fiaf:i-
ssefle and covfeduseffe of dt. Theve avé 1370 Cipios (fzith Auhm)
The City of God, cad the City of the Devill: The City of
God 75 begun ¢ and buile up by the love of God , and in-
creaferh, cven to the hated of our felves; bet the City of
the Dwull begins from the love of our felvPs and mue;;feih.,
even go the hatred of God, by th contempt of our brethren 5
for he that haceth and con_temneth his brother, will in'a hile
while hage and contemne God.  J¢ éazssot be Ae,x*ed (205208 by

61 si3ade op of Charity) thae there cve iy Ciiizens of thes
City of the Devill. Adzzg Who inftead of leving Sod; 2o 2he

conteinpt of themfelves, Jowe themlelvas o ¢ho contemps of
A 3 'Lz{}'l :

Civids Dei
ieipit ¢: coise
fevitusy cis omgs
10 iy geron
feig ad odirn
[uiipfien. Grvie
805 vcro Dicholi
ingipic chswrs
rm, cs evefeir 1yf
que d edirsizy

» Dei por coae
F""lpv'!: 1 "'}':"ln
5052, ;Oue
Catiia protsiinfs o
djs,ez coiciitie,
5003 €081 Pow
wia edio babebiz,
ce contehsii,
Aug de Civ,
Dcl, lik.s,



=TT

»Gor 4.5

7 TiEN3ad

The Epifile Desi.ié-é‘lédlrio -

—————

God: Mazy who feek thesr owne, and soe the things of Jefus
Chrift’™-, o which 5s as bad, if vt warfe, who feel; their ovme,
coader the hpocriticall gretence of feckiag ehe things of Chyift.
It 55 voporsed of Cnidis o greas ArchiteCult, who busilding
famptucus Watch- Yower for the King of Egypt (to difcover
she dassgeross vosks by uizhit 1o bis Marringrs! canfed his owne
sare 10 e engrav'd sspost o feone du the svall 17 great letters,
and afterwards covered it with Lime and Morter, asd spos the
osstfide vorote the ucine of the King of Egyptin Golden Chara-
&ers, s preteading th ¢ all was done for bis glory and houossr: Bust
bereis wes his cinaing, he kuers that the water in o little sisze
wonsld confuine the plaiftering (s it did) and the hus waze
and'ineinory fonsld ebide & continee 1o after-Geaevations. T here
are saany [1ch in this Nation, who in their outward difcourfe
and carriage, precend to feek oaely the glovy of God, ke good
of his Church, and the happinefle of the State. Bur if we
bed a window to look into thesr heares, we fhossld finde wothisg
theve written, bt fe)fe-love and felfe-feeking, My care hath
been in the folloviing difconrfe, to fet osst the greatielfe and grie-
worsfueffe of this fiane, and how deftrsétive it s both to Chisrcl:
and Cosinon-weclths  Befides vohit s there faid, give e lesve
20 2dde ¢ )

1. Thatit tsoue of the greateff cosrfes wuder Hecven, for
God to give a man over to his owne hearts luft, #o doe what-
foever fzems good in his owne eyes, to zzcke himfelfc zhe
orinciple, rule, and end of oll his aétions. Better lie givei over.
to the Devill, thes to our felves. [read of oue. given overto
Satas for his Salvation, but sever of auj gives over to hizise
[felfe, bas for bies rosine aind deftrnsiiion.

9% That vhis. fifull felfe-feeking i ot onelj o finue thae
saakes the times perillons, fus¢ onr condition damnable. 1t fhits
shie s oo i grsilty of is uawoidably ozt of Heauen. When fic
Jyes hes Motto waas b,

iere lies a Mun-pleafer, and a elfe pleafer,but nota God-
pleafer, who foughy himfelfe while he hved, and foft himfelfe
when he died.  Wiio loved himfelfe for a.minnte, and: hated
Limfelfe toall ceernisy.

Qi



The Epiftle Dedicacori,
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Yere fies o man who lived in eafe while e lived, and now
fives in cafelefic torments : Who by over-pampering his boo
dy, defiroyed his Sonle : Who lived undefired, and dyed un-
Jamented , whe lived ¢o bimfelfe, and thereby nadid hiwe
felfe.

The Lovd preferve you fros thiz finae, and sicke jor: tvee pog fru in
Cusisizsoi-roealth (voe private-wealth) ez, It becomes bim, gui wagurs vie
(faish o vssfe Heathess) who viould be o great man wo love fusmicsofs, wegs
neither himfelfe,nor any thing that is his,but juft things, whe. fenlm, s
ther done by himfelfe, or by another. [ 2 dilizae ;o8

. ; o ey o Jufie fecipir P

1 bawe s:aade bold 1o adde o fers liaes vothes difoorife which 'y jofs gueet
bed before yors coicerssizzg the blefled and heavenly felf-fecking, oo gcifr!nf!srg
wheress Ifters , Thee afelfe-denying, felfe-examiing, felfe-
judping Chriftian, 7 ¢he truel: felfe-fecker.  Thae be shee pice
fesvos ¢he keeping of 2 good Confeience before the keeping of
hi- Eftate, or Life, she geod of Church and Seate before hes owa
good, ¢ a blefled felfe feeker. Fle thar loves himfelfe i
s0e God, lowes s0t himelfe, andhe shat lowes God cod iot
bimfelfe, loves hissfelfe; according to ther caweclles [aying of
Ausf. Nefzioquo inexplicabili mod:., ¢je. ko o by-whior. Nefero gue i
nnezpreffable way, but fore I am of this cruth | That he thay eplirabiti cxode
loves umfelfe, and not God, loves not himfelfe ; and he chat }?}‘,'{f’)‘[’,‘:,!‘,',g;ﬁ__,
loves God, and not himfelfe, he loves himfelfe. For he that g s fes.
connot live of imfelfe, dies prefently by loviug himfelfe ; bui s, o guifge
when hie is loved from whom, and by whom twe live, ic nog Pasn, acfirp
loving himfelfe, he loves humfclfe the more, becaufi therefore "””_‘3‘“*,,‘”.“
be loves not’ hisafolfe, that be might love him by whoin he g virt
lives. - vivere, v fe,

: 10 e f:r.’gt;:c
aiando fes ¢wn vag il dibgine de guo viviss, weafe ditigeido seghs dinie, g piceicn fo
aon dil:ge, ut e ditigat de o vrws, ug de TeGaesag in Joanuem,

TheLovd aabe yors furh felfe-foekers : Sueh e oue w05 Now
lemiahy, of ko 62 1 Jaid, that he forsghi e g owne, dngthe Mok asses
welfare of the people of God ; Szch amsither wes David, who
preferred Jevvfaler bsfore his chucfe joy s Such wore 044

Ely,

Pl 537 0o
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The Epiftle Dedicatory,

Bly, Ezca, Jeremiab, Daniel, ¢c. Sszchoughe yoss so be.

It zs.920¢ Jowsg fiszce yor: bept a Falt, 20 husisble jour felves be-
fore the Lovd, in refeveace £ the saemy [id | lawentable, and
cxanyfi-al Fives kindled arong St s Now 7t orsghe'so be jors- cevd
(s the true froit of this Baft) aor ouely in yousr perfonall capa-
citics to abftatae from , but a5 yors ave publique MagiCiraces of
this City , voindeavosny (fofar as jour power will reach) to fisp
preffe all thofe fius for which God bath threatued this great
Fudgeiseit. T'his 1+ o diviue, blel[ed, and wofp heavenly [clf
[eekizg. God hath threatsed to destroy o N avioss by fire,

1, For Sabbath breaking, 7er. 17.27.

», For defpifing zid mubfing the godly Miniftty, 2 Chyon.
36.16.19.

3. For affuming the Office of the Miniftry without a law-
foll call. Nzisb, 16.16,17,18,35. :

4. Fr worfhipping God after o falfe manner, Zv. 10.1.2.

§. Far breaking the Brotherly Covenont, 4zss. 1.9,10. .

6. For pride, Idlencfle, fulnefie of bread uncharitablenciie,
far oiving our felves over to Fornication, and going after
firange fleth which weve the fins of Sodom (Ezeh, 16 49. coie
nared with Jude 7. ) aad for vhich God raigned fivg and brim-
frore from heaven for cheir defirafion. '

7he Lord cloath yor: with zeale a5 with o Garmens, -aid s
cile yos: to be sufbresisentall vo quench the buenings which thefe
fins have kindled, aud tosisake this fainor:s City a habication of
Tuftice, ond a Mountaine of holynefie, fer. 31.23. Thes the
e of 38, froi this day w2ay be, The Lord is there, Ezek, 48,
26, Soprayeth.

Your Scevaas ia ehia -

work of che Lord,

oz elesmy.
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Fow ol fecl sheie omise, w0t the things Obich che ¢ Sheferr
G!}f‘?‘ﬁfo:

CrSTMOOHele words may very fiely be called Pacl's
comzplaiie , OF black bilf of iuditlment drawn
\\ N rf“‘o up ag ginft the Times in which he lived.

L \o Theic are 4~ things that make this complam&

e o Tvery remarkables

1. Becaufe it is not madeout of 2 ffion, r.zé?za.z or Ay

private difcontest but by a holy Man of t.uod 28 Be was
suided bp the Holy Glioft : And therefoscit is o &7 e, and
a ﬂJfJﬂ' joft complait.
2. 1t is not fpoken of the Heathess, who Luew not
Chrift, (for itis no wonder for thcin .m;!.new notCovifk,
not£o fcek the things of ::m_;) aot of ~ pnﬂ-zx’e cl ;mpz;.,::
that had totally forfaken ‘Chrnﬁ bug (4 Celvin and 'Z.
firs oblerve) of Brethres cud Fell np-labosiers, of fuch
Chriftians, that were not onely bt,pnzea mw “the nanic of
Chirift, but alfo profeffed a great dca Love oam“u.!g
¢0 Chrift and his caufe, and yevic is fid uvr‘u of ;noil T hat
shey fougbr sheir owne, aad'ins-he rbusgs of 7 i fm Chigjiy !’md
ehergfore it is ngt onely 2 OUL & greas, sofl
[fad aed hewvy charge. ,

3. Itis not drawn upby way of pred:iflion, Wiat fhonld
happen in the laft and worft times of the “J‘alld but by way &
of Deelovarian; what was praliifed in the- Apuﬁled dayes 3
vihen the Chrsveh of Chrift wase Pirgise- :‘J:Jn!z, fiourifhing
i afl its beaviy and ﬂlory whiilef: she Llood of Chirist wes
et waris, ané C hrifiians. by ¢hiswaom blood wrere fodesed
together 10 Love and Unity, whilelt it was the goldsn age ;“

che
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Their 6v:0y
wibat ?

The MoniFer 0;-".]5;9}‘:51!

:he Church, even inthe Apoftles dayes, 4V wei fonght thei
siosie. aad ot the thinas of Jefuzs {'brifi. Had thefe words been
¢, Praphecy 6f onemes,vetised cee the Loff and wenft tisies,the
Suin ave of the Church, -1 which 1t ernmbled 43¢0 ‘a thou-
{-nd fracions, it had been no wender 5 but tocharge then
apon the Primitive Apoftolicall tisues, therin the infancy of
Chriftianity, all meis fhotsld feek thesr owue, and uot the things
of Chwijf, this makes the complaint not onely very 71, and
ey hetiis, but-allo very frluge aid yoitd:rfull,

2. The chargeit felfein its owne nature, is higher than
any other in all Saint Pass Epifties,and (if I be not miftaken)
1 mey tnly callit, the blackeft bill of indittireat, that was.
cver ¢lrawne up againft the pure -primitive Apoftolicall age ;
which that we may the better underftand, we muft confider

3. The heinonfmefTe of tha offence.
2. The multitude of the perfons offerding.

1, The offence is both Affivisative and Negasive: 1. Af-
firczative, Allzaes feek thesr oyae. Their owne honorsy and ade
ancerent 3 Not the hozozsy of Chrif}, but their owse honour,
theitr ewae private gaine and advantage ; not the profit of Rex
ligion, but their owsre profis; their o7z delights, plecfures, and
vecraasions 5 theis ome eafe, fafery and fecurity, not the fafe-
gy ofthe Gospel, but theiromue fafety, thicir omwwe wills, luits,
and carnall contentments, Not to plzafe Chrift and doe his
will, but to doe cheir aine wills,and to pleafe themfelves.And
to fneak according to the language of our times, Their ew:se
argeate, carnally and (reasve-dusereft.

U el Bes sy arethzfe things cabled their own ?

Aafz. Not becanfe they eve fo-properly, fer there is no-
thing tenly orzrs but- ovr finzzes. Our healsh, wealth, siches
and honours are not ours, but Gods, Heg.2. 8. The filver
&y gaie ond she gold ds satue, &c. Hef. 2. 9. My wood
apd w2y flaze, &c. We are but Srervards of thefe things,
and Seeravds ac the will and plecfore of theLord. Thatis pro-
perly called orr o, whick: vre may keep as long as we plenfe;
and dog wich it what we pleafe, bug we cannot dee fo with bue
health, sichos.znd honounes, &c. - Foy viches have viugs and

B coay frora s oohnther tve will o7 g, ard fo have honouts, .

and



felfe-fecling, Aisome 257

and health,& therefore cannot be faid to be onrows: progerly,
neither may we ufe chein as wz pleafe, but accerding as God
hath erefuribed, therefore they ave called caother sazs, £ud
not o7 ovrise. L'if(lﬁ 12. We our felves are not our ownc,
¥ Cor.6.10. Toss are ot yorsr ownze  much leffe are thelc bodi-
Iy comforts our own; but they are here fo called, becaufe men
have a civiil title to them, and becaufe in the opinion of the
world, they are their owne.

This is the pofitive and affirmative part of the offence, anc,
it is of an high nature.For aChriftian chat believes the immot-
eality of bis Soule, to feck his ovane bodily promotion and in-
tereft, and-to neglect the profic and comfort of his etcenall
Soule : Eor 2 Cariftian that is cleed and called to ehings
heavenly and everlafting, to feck oncly after things carthly,
and teraporary, this is a finne of the fuperlative df’ﬁiee.

And it will appeare the greater, if we ponfider,

2. The Negative branch of the oftence, Aud sios the thi: age
of Feftes Chriff. The things of Jelus Chr iR are the things of
%\ﬁ Chuzch of Chrift, which are therefore called the Lhmgs of

rift,

1. Becaufe Chrift is the Hibaud of the Chureh, and the
things of the wife are the things of lice hezsbeird.

2. Becaule ("hrift hath prrehafed them for us by his Death
and Paflion.

3. Becaufe of the great Jove that (hrsff hath co his Chasveb,
whichi is fo great, as that the Churches ¢xsesefl is his suser cj’
and her su pries his sujrsvies, AR 9ulcee oo o i corme

[ They that negleC the things ofthe C hmch negled: th
things of Chrift.

Q. Bui whas cre the things of Fefies Chiift ?

o, In generall, they are uothmﬁ clfe but the profeivaiio:
and propagation of ‘the Kingdome of]cﬁ Chrift. The build-
ing up of the Church of Chiifk in werszy,prvsty, and ssizs.

But Inose pamcularly, the things of 4 huﬂ are,

5. The pure worfip of Jefus Chrift, the Pmchmﬂ of thn
Word and adminiftration of the Sacraments in Chifts way.

2. The precious s7:shs of the Gofpel,

3. Thegoverasear of the Chuech occording £o Sesintm:
pastsiae, B2 4.1 L he
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goodof the Chysrel of hrift ¢

T he Mesfeer of fofl

4, The dzy of Chrift.

5. Thegodiy Asisbaffadsys-of Chrift.
5. The Reformation of the Church, when corrupted in
Dolrine, Worfhip, and Difapline.

Nowr then the charge is, That the Chriftians in the Primi-
sive times (both Minifters and others) did feek their own
interefl:, and not.the intereft of Jefus Chrft; to build their
own houfes, and not the houfes of God; to ingroffe =
Kingdome to themfelves, and not to propagate Chrilts King-
dome.

Q_ Did thefe Prisnitive Chrifiansuos ai cll feek, the things
of Chirsft ¢

o1, This word Not is not to be taken pofitively, bue
(a5 Calvin faith) comparatively. Wee muft not fup-
pofe that Church-officers and Church- members did abfo-
Ictely throw awayall care of Ghrift, and the Churches of
Chrift; but the meaning is, that they did not feek the things
of Chrift cordially, fincerely, zealoufly, and primarily. They
fought them in the lcaft place, and in the fak place. They
pretended 70 feek the things of Chrilt, but fought their own
things, under colour of feeling the things of Chrift, and
therefore are faid not to feek them-at all.

The charge will be yet greater, ifwe confider,

5. The multitude of the perfons offending: The texe
faich, Al wen. ;

Q. wus there-so iz inthe Apoftles dayes that forsght she

-

o7, The word 40l is not here to be taken colletive’y,
bue diftributively ; not for every one ofall forts, but for all
forts ; not for all men properly, but for saeny, as it is taken
1 Co. 10:23. ot for the moft of men, asitis 277.4.16,
All men forfake me, &¢. that is, mofe men. Thus Calvia,
Quod oiisises dicit, o srgeids eft particula suiverfalss, oo
aillam excepeionein adusitias, erant ensin alii qiog, qesales Epo-
ohodiss , fed panci s V. orssmognibies sribusie. qeod palffius crat
vitlgare.

The full meaning then of the text s this, That evenin the
cApofles dayes, T arveo illo fasolo, dit g orsises Vireesses

- efflovese,



[elfe-focling , daoivin?'d. |
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¢ orserssssz, in that golden age, in which all vertues did flon-
iifh, chere were many, and very many Cherch: saciinbers and
Chuzebeofficers that profeffed outwardly a great deale of Jove
to.Chrift &.his Church, and yet notwithfanding fought their

owne 2afe, quiet, honour, and profir, more than the ‘pre..

fervation and propagation of the Kingdome of Chrift,
¢heir owne private gaine and intereft before, and more than
the intereft of Jefus < hrifk,

The words thus expounded, are a perfe& reprefentation of
the times in which we now live, Methinks I can bardly fee a
man in place and power , but | can fee it written upon his.
forehead in great . haraélers, this man fecks himfelfe and not
the things of Jefus Chrift. 1f1 had.a window to leok into the
bearts of all here prefent, I feare me I thould finde many fe/fe-
[eekers, but few Cheiff feekers, fo that this texe may ficly be.
called, Englands looking-glaffe: wherein we may behold,

1. The great fiune of England, 1 may truly fay the finne,
thatis the Father and Mother of all her other finnes ) the
Zdetropelis of all finne,and that is, Her fecking her ovose things,
and not the things of lefus Chrift.

2. The great and chiefe caufe of all the miferies and cala-
mities that have hapned to this nation. The Sonrce and Oxi-

inall of all our unhappinefle, Becasfe all wen feek theifelves,
cnd o inan the things of Chriff.

3. The onely way and remedy to be freed from all onr mis
feries and afliGions, and that is, by walking quite contrary
gothe text. By leeking the thingsof fefts Chrift, vefore oue
owse things, and e thes onr owne things, and by feeking
them heartily, throughly, zealoufly and fincerely , this is the
only balise to citve Englands foars, the onely Englaid-pre-
ferviug mercy. For thele three ends and purpofes, I have
chofen this texe ; The Do&rine I thallinfifi upon is,

Do&. That ciong§t the mnltitede of Chriftians, who profe(fe
love to Chrift nsd bus Chereh, there cve izany felfe-feekers, b
ferr Chrift-feckers.  Or thus,

That it is an antient,common, grievous and hidden iniquity,
for a Chriftian profeffing love to Chrift, to be a felfe-{eeker,

and not a Chyift:fecker,
B 3 I8
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The ieaffes of finfoll

3. 1t io an old ad antient finne, 29 old as the Primitive times.
A finne of 1600. years ftarding.

2. 1tis2 generall and Land overpreading fizme. A fin that
hath feized upon men of all forts, upon Minitters, Magiftrates,
Mafters and Parents. An Epidemicall difeafe.

3. Itisa greatand grievous finne, a Soule-defiroying, 2
Church and State-defiroying finne.

4. Ttisa [ecret and hidden e, a finne that moft are guilty
of, and yet few will confeffe their guiltineffe. Thereis no {in
hath more Fig-leaves to hide it, tore excsfes to extenuate it,
more cloaks to cover it, than this finne.

That I may the better scafe and sacloarh this great tranf-
greffion, | fhall briefly anfwer to thefe 4. queftions,

Qu, 1. whether all felfe-feeking; be diciesrically oppofito 5o
Chrift fecking ? |

(Ju.2. what i that [elfe [eckiig, which is inconfiftent with
(brift-le king ?

Qu.3. what is the recfon that airgst fuch ¢ wuleitade of
Chiiftians, there fosisld be [o wncuy felfe-feckers, and fo fer
Chiift-feckers ?

Qu.g wherein the gricvoufuefle , and rifchievonfaeffe of
this fiane confiffeth ? |

Qu.1. whether all [elfe-feeking be contradittory to (hiift-
feebing ? whether @ iven way wat be e Chrift-feeker, and jet o
[elfe-[eeker ?

Axf For anfwer to this you muft know,that it is not fimply
and abfolutely unlawfull for a man to feek himsfelfe, no more
than it is to love himfelfe. Religion doth not deftroy naturall
affe&ions, but onely regulates them, and feltifieth them
Gratic wos extinguit [ed ordina offectiones, faith Aquinas, Nors
sollit fed assollit natssram, Grace doth not deftrey, but elevate
nacare, Tt doth not dry up the fream of [elfe-fecksng, but
onely tries itinto the 7ight chaanell. Relsgion doth not
pleck up, but sced the garden of Nature. As Mufitinns
when their inftruments are out of tune, will not break but
tune them. So Religéos doth not abolifh, but ongly ¢re and
order our felfe-fecking.

Therefore you fhall findein Scripture, that there are many

arguments
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arguments drawne fronf-ﬁ*!fe-_ia_«_ve, and felfe-fecksing, to per-
fwade us 10 holineffe, and difiwade vs from fin, Dezt. 28,
Tev.26. Dert.32.46,47. 1f01.19. Rois. 2.7, 8. Rois. 8.13.
G0l.6.8. The Scripture gives us leave to love our felves, and
vo feclk our felves,fo it be in a right manner. AZfes did not fia
in having as: eye to the recompeice of vewevd, Nor did the A4z~
tyrs who could not accept deliverance, that they siight ob-
saine a betrer vefurveltion, Heb. 11, 35, who veceived joyfully
the Shoiling of thesr goods, kiwwing iu themfelves that they bed
in Heaveii o better, and an enduring fubftance, Heb. 10, 34. It
s faid, even of Chrift himfelfe, That 1or the joy that w.e fer
before bimy be indrsved she croffe, cad despifed the foause Ec.
Heb.12.2. Thereis a great difierence between aiior siscicens-
virs, and asaor ievcedn, Mercenary love, and the love of the
rewcrd. Mercenary love is,when we ferve God oisely for veward.
This s finfull_ but to make the hope of reward aize wotive of
fervice,is not onlyZawfrl,but seceffarr.For it is our dury to ufe
all Gods Motives, aswellasall Gods Ordincices, and as it is
a finne for any man to fay, that he hath no need of Gofpel-
Ordinances, fo alfo to fay that he hath no nced of Gofpel-
mogives, smongfe-which, this is one of the chicfeft.

Know therefore that there is a threefold felfe- fecking,

1. Thereisa lawfull and an allowed felfe-feeking.

2. There is not onely.a lawfull, but a heavenly and bleffed
felfe-feeking.

3. There is 2 finfull, curfed, and Diabolicall felfe-feck.
g,

2. There is a lawfull felfe-feeking, and thae is, when a
Chriftian feeks his owne private gaine and honour in the Juff
2lace, and in the Jeaf} place,when he fecks the things of Chiif?,
inthe firf and shiefe place, and his owne things leffer, and af-
zer the things of Chrift, wwhen he feeks his owne things , not
in feparatios from, oppofitiointo, coizpetition with, butin fub..
ordinagion to the things of Chrift. In a word, when a Chrifti-
an fecks his ownebings in due order and smecfzve, fo as notto
hinder, but to furcher his fecking the things of Chrift, thisisa
lawfull felfe-feeking.

2. 1hereisnot onely adanfoll, buta mokt Diviue Auge-

Jicoll
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licall, beawenly, aud bleffed [elfe-fecking. Herel (hall hold
forth this Scripture Paradox, T hat 510 wci can be tvosly faid to
(eck: biwnfelfe, thas doth uot [eck the things of Chrift. - That the
sivore we feek the things of Chrift , the wove we feel o [elves.
That be that feeks aor the things of Chrift, doth aot feel himfelfe,
bizt defbroy biinfelfe.That o Chrift-fecker, and a srre felf fecker
aire terizes converrible.

Qu. 77har i this beavenly and bleffed felfe-feeking?

Asf. Tounderftand chis aright, is a point of great concern-
ment. For the more we know of this “Diviue felfe. feeking,
¢he more we will fhun and abhor the fiufell felf-[ecking.
Give e lcave to deliver what I have to fay about e, in thefe
enfuing Propofitions, which [ doe not name as feveral diftinct
beads, butas divers inftancesof a divine 2nd fublimated {elfe-
fecking,(amounting moft of them,to one and the fame pur<
pofe.) i

That wan Who [ecks the good of hs Sonle, msore thas the good
of his body, [eeks bumfelfe after ¢ Divine nanuer, The Body
of Man s the worft halfe of Man, viliffina pars hussnis, The
fhell, the boxe, the carcafle of Man. Jutss eft, grs0d hoino est,
The Soule of Manis the Man of Man.  Auizussss ssuiinfcssjrsfqse
is oft qusifqree. And therefore he that fecks to gee bis Soule
beantified with grace, to be made Chrifts pifture, and a reall
member of his body, this Man, and this Man onely feeks him-
felfe. He that feeks the good of his body, to the hure of his
Soule,doth not feeke himfelf but the defrrétins: both of Body
and Soule. That Man that makes fuch a fire, as to bueng
himfz{f and his houfe, doth not feek the' good of himfelfe nos
his houfe. That Merchant that fo over-loads his Ship, as to
drovme it, and himfelfe, doth not feek his owne good. Even
fo that Man that over-pampers his Body, that laboureth ¢sra-
ve crsteis, magts quam animais, ©0 ftuffe his body with dainty
food. o cloath his body with fine apparell, and in the mecan
time to negle® his moft pretious Soule, this Man deth not
feek himfelfe, but ruine himfelfe. For the happineffe of the
Body, depends npon the happinefle of the Soule. Ifthe Soul
goe to Hell at death, the Body at the great refurrefion will
coe thither alfo: And the-efore he that beates downe J:!is

Bo
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body, and brings it inte fubjeCtion, and labours to make i¢ ¢
fit fervant to bis foule, that endnses hardfhip with bis body, as
a good fouldicr of Pefres Chedft, thot weares and tires out bus be-

dyinthe larvice of God ; that woiks ith whic -bddy' for.che-
good of his fonle ; this is the true, heavenly, and blefied fift.

feeker,

Thas ian who feeks bs eteracll good izove thes bis veiaporall
who [eeks st onely toinake himfel'e happy for forey or fifty yeoss,
but for ever andever ; This iaas: fecks hsiafelfe after ¢ diwiie
waaner, For what will it profic a man to be happy for a fesr
years in this life, and to be miferable for'ever in hell heveafcs,
How quickly will a man in hell forget the happincfie he had
here? He that makes provifion to live pleafurably and comfos-
tably while he lives, but makes no provifien to live happily
when he dyes, this.man may feeme to love Simfelfe for a i
ansteg but fure Lam-he, bates bisafelfe vo oll cscraiey.  Heo that
Jayech up treafure for himfelfe upon eacth, but none in hee-
ven, may be acconted rich in this world , which will quickly
end, but he will be poore world without end. Such a. felfe-
hater.was Djives, Lo, 16. and the wich foolé, Lze:r2. and frch
cre oll shey thas lay up trecfure for thessfelves, bi cre. ok ¢l
tawards God, Lre.12.23. Heis a divine felfe- feeker, ¥rho 4o
bours to live ho/ily here, that he may live bappily hereafier
€0 live gracionfly here, thathe may inhexit ceernall ghiey heve-
ofter. . g .

He that deyeth bis fiafoll felfe isoff, fechosh Dizelfe izl
He tha¢ hates himfelfe as corvupted by Adaros &ll jand Trkaik,
ehe utter:rnine and extirpation .of the old- Adiizwithin hin,
this man doth truly love himfelf. Thisis divine felf fecking, -
kill thy fins, that thy fins may not kill thy fovle. As Zippaich
by civcncifing her child, faved che life. of hev bubaid : So
the way e fave thy foule, is to cérci-cicife. and parc.of sdpgz
by wanbenr@, of feperfluity of hengheinelfe, feics 227,
Thisis the meaning of that Which Chuft faich; A4az §..2653¢
If thy vight ege offend thee, plicck, it ocsi, and vaft i fros the,
Jor it 48 profiable for thee thar one of thy sscisbers foucstd pesift,
aird 208 that thy wholg body Porsld be e soeo belloodad 3f iy
vight beisd offed thee. o d.off aind Caft it fron shee , for5e s
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profiiavte, & The more thou hateft thy gainful and pleafara-
ble fins, the more tlion loveft thy felf, As & man ina Dropfie,
the more he denieth himfelf dviak the more e feekes himfelf
beceufe the leffche driskezh the more he defbroyech his Jifeafes
Even fo the move thon desieft thy corrupt elf, the moze thou,
[feekeft thy (elf becaufe the more thoudesseff thy corruspe [elf the
move thou deffroyeft thy fhirienall difeafes,the more thou ruina-
teft the Dewils feétion within thee,écweakentt the oppofition of
ehe Blefhagainft theSpiric.kle that loves his fins, hates his own
foul, P70.8.36.Gal.6 8.he that Joweth finghall zeap hell;he that
malies provifionfor the flefb,provides fuzel for bel five.Fle that nous
ritt.cth the old A4dzm within him, cherifheth thae which taine-
eth and polluteth all his holy duties, which indifpofeth him to
all zood, and difpofeth him to all evill, he chexifheth his Souls
afcatzft enemy, 1 Per. 2. 11 ke delights in. that, which-was
Pals greateft mifery, and which made him ciy out,0 wrotch-
ed e shas Tasn, who foall deliver ac frous the body of this
docth, Rom.7.2¢. therefore T may eruly fay, he that is the
arcatelt felfe-dewicr, is the greatelt felfe-fecker,

He thar feeks t0 doe moft [ervice o God iz his geierasion, thas
faels bis owis glory, 0y [eeking Gods glory, 1s o Divine [elf fecker:
Thereafon is, becaufe the perfeltion of every thisig confifbeth, i
aticiiing the ead for which st was iaode.  As the perfetion of
maeat is o be eaten, he ehae hoards i upand will not eate it,
deftroyesic. The end for which God made Man is to ferve
him, to glotifie him here, andenjoy him hereafter. There-
fore ¢he more fervice we doe to God, the more we feek his
alory 5 the moic we atcine thie end of our creation, and
therein we are the more happy. He shat loves hisafelfe for
bisafelfe, <iid for btz ovae cixds, defiroyes hiwfelfe, becanfe the
asid for which God made us,is to ferve him,and not our felves,
{7hen.ailthe ficames of fife:love flow into the great Oceun
ofthelove of God, this is Divine felfe-love. Oh that men
would thus abour to fove themfelves, and feek themfzlves,
g0 look npon themfelves as fervants and inftruments unto God
ond his glozy 5 to fay, Lord, hes inay I advancessy [elfe, by
vancisg thy wasse ! b iy 1 glorsfie iy felfe, by glovifying
oFibae @ Ho ey I fecke wzyfolfel: by fecking vhy praife; cod

fore
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peifolt ) felfe, by difpufing of uzy felfe of wy caderficadiag, oo
cos0vy, will, Geare, effections aud c8ioss, fnordsi sochee il vhy
glozy. * - |
The ercve A san ferves Ged onw'of pueea Lsiiey richos vejlebites
¢o felfe, the oore he fecks bizfelfe ; You this'is o coreaing evuih,
The leffe we feek orir felves cud ossz owise ends i cuy holy sy,
the wore we feek,ousr felves becaule the loffe we feek ous felves,
the more we feek God and his glory, and the move we fock
Gad & his glory,the more reward we fhell have. The offc we
Laok after vevsard fo thay we doe 2hz saove voard We focll heve
and the-efore the Papifis who teach men to doe geod worlks
that thereby they might meric heaven, (fuppofing their Do.
Girine to be true) lofeall the reward of dieir good worke. e
ther ferves God socineriz by his fervice, cqunor ievir &y bis fore
vize 5 the wove be eyes ierit, the leffe be cacritech: e chag
ferves God foi hisowne ends, doth sot ferve Tod bu liga-
felfe , bt he that ferves God for Gods fake, faall be vesianded
by God. The lefle weeye our felves in cay duty, themeic
veward e (hall have, and thercfoic the more we feck our
felves. - S
That c:2ai who feeks she glovy and hozoze of God, 2howi bis
arsae glary aud bowosi, o5 ¢ Diviie felfz feeler.  Thevea{onis,
becanfethe heppineffe of Mass o sove i God theis Gz bizyfeif.
As the happineffe of a wmeaber of the bodyis W conjirsio:
with ths body, (take it from thebody iz dieth.) So the bipyi-
seffe of Man is in conjiziaétion svith God, winois-ous chiefeji goed,
whe 5 20 sitver(sl-good; thereforc ‘he thel doeks wnion ik
‘God moft, feeks himfelfe mefk.  Asthe fafeey of the fociseis
moxrein the So theninit felfe, and of the fiecame in the
Fonntaine, theninic felfe. So the fafety, comfort and happie
acffe of cvery Chriftion, is more in God thicn inhimfelf, ¢ 2ov-
foze e that feeks the glory and hoaowr of God,- mer>li
his owne glory and honony, it 2 hcaveuly aad DlofTd Zifeo
fecker. ' " om |
He thag loves the prsblicree good izore chea bis aivie privase
eod, shag fecks she profperssy of Sioss 28 Teirfeleiz, of Chisich
aid Stase aore theis bis owie, & o Divine [(elfe-feckii. -Ch
ehe-thic ward were mingled with Taich! A maw that i3 dane
Ca geg
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ger to have his head cut ofi, will willingly (even out of folfe-
fove) lifc up his arme and {uffer itto be cut off to fave his
head, becaufe his life is more in his head than in his arme. Qur
fafety ismore weapt up ifi thepebisgue welfare, than in oux
i are, and thereforc:they who preferre the publigre, before
the private, ave the zrseft [elfe-feckers. Thus did 0/d Ely, he
mouened more for the lofle of the Arke, than of his two Sons.
Thus alfo did David, Pz 137.6.He preferrved Jernfaleis zbove
bis chiefe joy, In a forme at Sea, hethat feeks the prefervati-
on of the Ship, fecks moft the-frefervation of his own Trunk,
for if theShip be drowned, his Trunk cannot be faved. The truth
is,if the Church and the true Religion be deftroyed, to what
purpofe is it for a godly manto live? 1vead of Tites Vespe
fan, that when the Souldiers had defiroyed the Temple of fe-
sf!!;rf?fé'm, _they'game o him and i}S!iCd hil’i’l,- what Ehey {tionld
doc with the Pricfts chat did fupervive 2. IGill thesis (faid he )

ffor zow their worke is ar e end, When Religion is defiroyed,

what will ic advantage a godly voan ta; live? therefore they
that feek the good of the Churcly, morethan their owne, are
blefTed felfe-feekers.

 Thes s had vether lofe vife, ehildves, etare: and life

&3 felfe, than finse agesaft. God, -1s 2. Divine felfe-fecker : The
veafon is,becanfe his happineffe is inove in keeping & good Confei-
eice, thas i keeping his Eftare or faving hus Life. The holy
Ma:ztyrs.whe laved o thesr lives zito the death, were the gres-
seft [elfer eekers. Tti5a moft bleffed felfe-feeking, to fuffer the
freof Martyrduize, 10 avoidihe fire of. Hell ,co-oft ecrthiy
proiisorsons, L0 ateain everlafting husonsrs: And therefore Chritt
argueth from felfe-love, Mat.16.25. whofocver will [eve his
Life foall bofe it asid vshofoever will lofe bis bife for my fake fhcdl

Gadnis; foalfp Mark.10.29,30. theantient Magtyrs did the

Tilie, Hebi 10,34, Heb:1:1.35, ;He that lofeth allfor Chrift focll

fnile s, < Bess be haeh Joft in Ghrifty

“" From all that I have faid concerning this bleffed felfe- feelz
ing, I gather thefe three conclufions :
1, That 6o Manisa true felfesfecker; whe is not: 8. truz
Ghrileefochory. s L
That savie, Religtor:, and & eoryfeienciors walking atcording
E0-
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eo the rules of itis founded. upon Right veafon, and that ne
ran caa be truely faid to be a varionzall wan, wheisnota Re-
digsons s for the more Religéores any man 15, the more he
feeks himfelfe and his owne happinefle; the more srreligio:s
he is, the more he vinarerh and deftrogeth hiiifelfe.

3. [hat whofoever would love himfel e, and feek himfelfe
arighe, muft Iz bour to feek the things of Jefus Chrift. Oh thae
! could perfw:ide you to this bleffed Selfe=fecking,to feek your
owne gaine and.honour, in feeking the.honour of God, and
coad of Church and State, _

But now iri the third place , befides this lawfull, and chis
heavenly, and ble(led lelfe feeking, thereisa fisfull, corfed,
cnd devilifl felfe-feeking, a felfe-feeking whichis complained
on in the Texc,izconfiftent and sucompoffible, with a true Chrift~
ieeking, which 15 the root of all the miferies that have hapned
tothis N2uion. The great Church and State, and Soul-de-
ftroyer. This leads me to the fecond queftion,

Quet.z. w7hat o that felfe-feeking, which s iuconfiftent vitk
Chrift feehing -2 .

Asfw, Itisa firiczall Moifter with fix heads.

1. When a Chnftian feeks his-owne things dividedly from
the things of Chrift, when he feeks bisowne eafe, fafety and
intereft, and cares not at all what becomes of fe/zs-Chriff ,and
his caufe, when he fetsup himfelfe, and makes himfelfe the
principle, rzsle, and ead of all his undertakings, ating from /¢/f
as 2 oringigle, byJelfe asa rale, for felf as anend. When o
Man makas bimfelfe by God, worfhipeth himfelfe, and dogh
whatfoevir he doth: for his carnall felfe ,, {erves himfelfe in
Committces, Army, Parliament, Miniftry, and cares not what
becomes of Religion and Reformation. Thisis the firft head

of-this Monfker ; fuch & fe/fesfeels was Gallio the. Deputy, .

A8.18.17. ‘who cared not-whatbecame of Religion. If it
bad beess o inater of wroag, be wonld have becyd st, but becaufe
it was a matcer of Religion, he cared for none of thofe things.
Such [elfe: feelers werethe people of Msroz,and therefore the
Hraclites-were commanded to curfe chem, 7r:dges 5. 23,
.2, When.a.Chgiltian fecks his owire shings, and the things
f Cliff-alo; but fechs bis.qwae things ansecedzisrly to the
- C3. 2hiafs
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hings of Chiff, Wheh be §ivlk feeks his owne things, and af-
garvzacds cthe chings of Ghrift 3 of this the Prophet Haggal
complanes, Hrg.1.2,3,4,5,9,10,11. The people faid, It sses
a0t tszse to brild Gods borsfe, bt st Was tizie to build their orsie
horsfes. Therefore the Heaveis over them trere as braffe, and
the Earth withheld her fruir.

3. When a man feeks his owne things, and the things of
Chrift alfo, but feeks his own things, chiefly aud principally,
no: onely before, but morethen the things of Chrift,and that
both in his value and efteem, and in his love and affeQtion.
When a man prizeth his owne profic and preferment, and
loveth his owne praife and glory more than the profit, praife
and honour of Chrift and his Gofpel. Such werg the Gade-
veas, who preferred their Hogges before Chrift. Such were
the Aderchats and Fariners, Mat. 21. 3. who made light of
the call of Chrift, cnd preferred their Farmes and Merchan-
dizing before Chrift and his Gofpel. Such was Dezsas, who
forfook Passl and embraced the prefent world, and fuch were
the Pharifees, John 12,43 who lLived the praife of Men, iaorz
thass the prasfe of God.

4. When a Chriftian fecks his ormse shings in feeking the
shiiags of Chyift, when he preveids to feels the things of Chrift,
and yet intends no fuch thing, but feeks Aizfelfe even under
eologzi of foeking the things of Chrift.  Such a one was Jebs,
vrho pretended a great deale of zeale for the Lord of Hoafts.
Coiie (faid he to Jouadad) and behold sny zeale, Gec, but ke
did but pretend a zeale for God, his zeal -was to pui¢hafeche
Kingdome to himfelfe. Such a one was Selasis, who pretens
ded that if he had a houfe full of Gold and Sitver offered him,
fie would not goe beyond the Commandement of God,
and yet notwithftanding he did but counterfeit, for he loved
zhe wages of iniquity, and was mad after the preferments thaz
Balac proffered him. Such-another was Deesrizes the Silver-
Smich, who pretended a zeal to the great Goddeffe Dicie, and
therefore caufed an uproare againft Pas/to defend the God-
deffe, butit was the gaine he got by making Shrines for D:-
aae, that was the principle that fet him on worke, -hepre-
tended Digaa, but inteided himfelfe, he had dolriz; inédslo, as
oiig faich, 5. When
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g, VWhen a man feeks his owne things, wiien they fiand i
comspesitio withanud in oppofizéoi: rothe things of Chii, whei
¢hings come to fo narrow a bridge, that cither he moft pars,
vith Eftate, Liberty, and Life, or with Chrift and a good
Coinfciences I he choofeth to part with Chrift and a good
Confcience, rather than wich bis Liberty, Eftate or Life, this is
o wicked felf-feeker. Such a one was the yorug sizan in the Go-
fpel,who forfookChwifE racher than he would pare wit®: bis grear
polfeffions, Such was Spyra,who Limfelf cels the ftory ; that be
laced wyife, (Childien, Libcrty, Effate and Life, in one pars of
ihe ballessce, And God, (hrift. the Gofpel, cisd a good Coufcicice
ca the GI;J'I??', g;}djb?foﬁl{-tbf leﬂ-ro pi'f.’ﬁ?"{)ﬁ the ﬁ?‘ﬂ

6. The lak head of this Monfter is, when a Chriftian fecks

the good of his Body, tothe prejudice of his Sorle, when he
befvoweth all his cime, all his firength, and all his cares and
indeavours , in providing for his perifhing carcaffe, and neg-
fe@s to provide for his cternall Sorsle, when he layeth upall
i treafure upon carth, but hach no treafare layed up i Hea-
sren, when he is caionfly folicsors for his comfortable living
in this world, but frangely segleétfuil, to take care for his
happy living in the other world, thisis o finfull, curfed, and
Aevilifh felf. fecking. So much in znfwer to the fecend ques
iog,
The third queftionis, How & it poffible shar theve flondd be
o iy mea who profeffe thesisfelves sobe Chriftans and (i
ords a8 Imﬁl) P?’Oﬁ’:‘ﬁ love to Ch?’:_ﬂ and bis itereft, cnd yer
st pithfpauding frorsld feel thesr owise sutereft before, and cove
2hass the sutereff of Chirifl ?

Asfw, This Sorsle-defiroyisg ana (hirch doftveyiug felfe-
Teeking proccedeth from fiix finfull cud cusrfed vaots,

1. Brom want of evpe aud safesgued love to Tefizs Chiiff ad!
bis inteveft. Loveis a moft powerfull affeGion, the Mattei.
wheel that carricth the whole Soul after it Ao wseres posdezs

iiress,{aith Ang.eo fevor qriccttig, evor. s the prizsiz wobile in the -

hzavens cagrieth all the other Spheres about withie, {o Love
carriech ehe whole man wieh 1¢, Love 15 @ ﬁ"rws g de:sz,;;msg
Labers €3HR0E qr:e:-zcb love ssesther can t hﬂ’ﬂﬁf:-’d drowia i 0f a2 i

aceld give all the [isbftaisce of bis hosife for love, it woisld be coi-

semnzd,
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vesaned, Cant. 8.6, 7. 1f wedid love the Lord Jefus and his
Gofpel, in good earneft, we would racher part with Liber-
ty, Eftate, Life, and all our own things, than lofe the things of
Chrtit as che bleffed Martyrs did.  But becaufe there are few
men that love Jefus Chrift in fincerity, hence it is that moft
men fezk their owne things, and not the things of Chrift,

2, This proceedeth from that crsrfed fele- love, which is in
all men by nature. Of this you fhall read, 2 Tim 3.2 3,45.
where felfe-love is placed in the fore-frumt as the caufe and
¢ 0t of all the other fins there named. Selfe-love is like a
great evee, and eighteen fins as eighteen branches fprouting
out from this root, becaufe men are lovers of themfelves,
therefore they are covetorss, prorsd, ssuthaukfnil, unhly, lovers
of ple-(1:ves move than lovers of God, &c. From this finfull felf-
love proceeds this fintull felf-feeking. As the love of Chriftis
the 700t of Chrift-feeking, fo the love of our felves is the oot
of finfull felf feeking.

3.From that smmoderate and swordinate yorldly love which is
in all men by Nature : for (as a Martyr well {uid ac the ftake)
if we fhould unrip and anatomizea wicked man, we fhould
finde nothing in him but Se/f-love, and worldly love : by Na-
ture we love the Crearrre more than the (7eator, pleafures
more than God,and the praifeof Men, more than che prasfe of
God. By nature we love our own gain,and our own fafety, and
cafe, more than the things of Chrift, and therefore it is thag
we feek our own things, and not the things of Chift, :

. Erom that Lypocrifie, sufincerity, aund vottennefle of heare.
which is in all men by nature,hence it is that men pretend]Jefus
Chri%, butintend cheir own private intereft, becaufe of the
hypocrifie and falfenefle of their hearts. Thus the Pharifees,
who were Hypocrites, under pretence ziade long pragers thae
they wight devorr widdows hosfes, Mat.23. 14, Thus Herod
pretends to worfhip Chrift, when his intendment was to worry
him, Mat 2.8. Thus fefebe/ proclaimetha Faft, and pretends
Religion, butintends onely to put Naborh to death, and to gee
his Vineyard. Thus 4bfoless covers over his Rebellion with
the faive cloak of Religion, 2 Sasiz. 15.7. There ate two things
that are in all men by natwre : |

1. To make a fbew of Religion, 2.T0O
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2. To cover over all manner of wiciiednefs under the fhew
of Religion ; Ungodlinefie is fo odious, thatif1t {hould ap-

carz in its own colours, all men would abhorre ity and
therefore as the Devill ncver fheweth himfelf but under fome
handfome form, fometimes under Sasmeels mantle, fometimes
eransformed into an Angel of light ; fo doth fin and iniquity
alwaies appeare under the form of godlineffe. The Apoftle
eells 2 Tim.3.5. that in the [aft times chere {hould be men, who
Jhonsld be lovers of thesnfelves, sreacherors, bheady, bigh-wminded,
without satwrall affeétion | Sc. having a forws of gudlineffe
which laft words are to be underftood Sm nowi as re-
lating to all the former fins, They (hould be Covenizis-brea-
kers, having a forms of godlize(fe, covetous, falle accul-rs, bla.
fphemous felf. lovers, hawsag a foru of godline Je. They fhould
(through the Hypocific thatis in them) cover all their fins
undar the vizard of a form of godlneffe.

§. This finfull felf-feeking arifech from that SPiritsall igio-
rance anad blindaeffe which isin all men by nature, There tsno
wicked man rightly underftands whac it is to feek himfelf: for
he thinks, that if he fecks to fatisfie his corrupe felf, hefeeks
himfelf; ifhe feeks the good of his body with the negle& of
his foule, he feeks himfelf. He thinks that if he feeks bis own
eafe, gain, fafety, and preferment, without looking after the
things of Chrift, that he feeks himfelf. Thus did che rich Fonl,
Luke 12. who built his barnes bigger, and. fard, forle take thy
eafe, 8¢, he fuppofed that he foughe his own happineffe in fo !
doiag : and fo'did the »ich Glution, wheiz be cloathed bimfelfe
9n prseple, and fored delivionfly ever duy, &c.. Burmow did o
wirked man convincingly, underftand, that this [e/f-feeking is
[elf-hating, and felf-deffroying : That the rich Glutton by
paispering his body, daszsed hus foule : that the rich Fool, by
Jaying up goods for a few yeares, loft his: foile eoall erariicy 2
That hechat deaseth hizafelf moft. feehs hissfelf o+ Fle thas
Jerves God beft fecks hissfelf inoft:He that fecks the plory of Ged
before his swwize glory, and the goodof Chrrel cud Sivtemorz
than his owsz good, fecks himfelf mofk = ¢hac.he ihat lofeth lits
lifi: for Chrift, thall finde & barzenlifoin'Chii@, Dithe {57
convincingly believd thisy, hewronld noe faful'y fock bimfelf:
D Thereforc
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Therefere this finfull (clf-fecking proceedeth from that {pisi-
gnall ‘gnorance and blindnefle that is in all by Ne-
Eure,

6. Lafily, icfprings from chat Savienall felf- deceir and forste
delefion that is in all men by nature s Every man by nature, is
( Nereiff s like) in love with hi.mfelf? bhinde in his own caufe,
and apt to think that he fecks the tnings of Chrift, when he
doth not, and that he doth not feek hls_ own things in opofiti-
ont0, competition with, or comparifon of the things of
Chrifl; even 2s the Philofopher, who could not be perfwaded, .
but that fnow was black, or the mad Athenian, .har all the
thips that came to Ztheas were his. So there are multitudes of
Chnftians, who fancy to themfelves, that they do feck the
things of Chrift, when it is apparent to others that they doe
not : and by this felf-deceit conzen themfelves into Hell. Thus
you fee the curfed roots from whence this finfull (elf-feeking
proceeds. ' o

The fourth and laft queftion is, wherein the grievonfieffe
and mifchievorfneffe of this finfull felfe-fecking confi
fteth?

Aufor, Teisafin ofthe firfb smaguitndz. Though itbe as-
inward invifible fin, and therefore not {o infaraons and fean-
dalous to the eyes of men, as fome other finnzs are, yer
itis very odious and abominable in the fight of God.
Though it be mimris infaiia, Yet it is wajoris culpa.
&or . .

1 icis z Grasaintt the expreffe words of ehe Scripeure. The
Lipofle faith, 1 Corin. 10,24+ Let w0 saan feok his owne, bz
cvery isci: anothers wealth. The fiafull felfe-feeker lvies
oZatipodes to this Text, he fecks his own, and not anothers
mzalth, . ;

2. Teis a i againfl the Linhe of sicinre Nature it felf ceacheth
us, thet ho.mhen is born for himflf, bue fou the good of the
Common-vealth, inwhich bie lives. The very Heatheas aboe
minzee a felf. Jeekery : .

2. Tt is ¢ fin agsinfialic parepathat Chisfhath lefeus : Fox
fiz crnednito theivrorld, not to. doo ez ewvas 5220, biit the will of
bizaghar fes bigy e plcfecsion Bisafelfy Rome § 542, he sacd:

bz
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e 'Jjelf of o vepresation, he h heiabled {;.,,,fc{;, aid bescioe abedie
zist, swen to the decth of the Croffe : He denicd himfelf {o for
as ¢ be made firt for 28, wwho kiew ao fizs, thet we sxight le,.mc’c
;bengbtemfn[fe ofgadaf: him. Now 1t 1. ter cam Ma axime,
T her he who doth wor follew the exa:: ,plf of Chiifes 1 _jf ol sevey
hows ey 68,38 i 6_}! the erit Gf 314 ’(’LJ- uhllﬁ 15 ubnfu, py
only ¢o thofe to whorm he is exeisplui.

¢ Tvisa fin againft the vyl lavs of Cherity. Charity isa
moft aoble grace, the very queca of all gi acesy 10 15 as rreff -
77 451t is exccellens. For thuitgh we u'ffiaz v add e have tofeed 2he
poove, thos hive give oty bodici 10 be besise, yer of we have oz
(hariey, it pr fireth 1 mothing. But now a felf-feeker is madc
up ali of uncharicablenefle.

1.He hath no love unto fefzs Cheist & hisintereft,and chere
is2 double curfe pronounced ﬂgﬂmﬁ thofethan love not the
Losd Jefus, 1 Cor.16.22

%. tle hath no love #o bis Neng[m,.« but fos his ovme can
it is asmor concripifcentic vel amicitie, 18 15 net love, bt mete
chandize.

s He hath no love to Chereh ior Sizie. Al his love cene
tersin himfelf: Fleis wholly compoonded of f2/f b2, and
crfﬁme love, which 1s a cosspoftion God haigs,

j.Icisa Sia that makeszll onr boli duties aboizinzble i tha

Iat of God. Though the 2&ions we dez bz never fo holy, yex
f we do them-upon polattque defigzes, ifwe.aim 2t onr {elves
in what we do, the Lord abhosres us and all e '10 aswe foe
in the Pharifeds, whain.eir Almes; Prayess and Faftings,
did ali to be feen ofmen and therefore God zbhorred all elies Y
did. Selr-asizes pollsste ad pussvifie ald holy abisos.

6. It1sa fin of horrible Hypocrifie : for-it is makinn ufe of
Religionasa ledder to clime up o prelzment, and than
celiing the ledder oy 5 itis fociigap Gu' as.2 Pandaro
o ambitious and covetors intere ',wlmln Typecrific, ‘0-1';'3
abhorfed. Thisismee Dec ot jrocisoe ,,05{ ;m:p[ 5, obieh 3
w0 hittle tmn{grcfﬁnn.

s frxolﬂtrv s the highefb dogrea; it iz duloacloels a wore
hiyping STelf; e ismal m».ouufei.'c: and.oviorn el
1€ 1901, 1le, and feapaof; Athom sindeitaltngs, wihich isro

D2 snake
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make an Idoll of our felves, and to ufurp the threne of God.
itis Idolarry againft the firfk Commandement, which is grea-
cer than Idolatry againt the fecond, by how much the-heart is
better than the knee. '

3.Tc 15 finthatisthe fruit of fix curfed roots(as you have
alrcady heavd; and the root of many curfed fruits : It is Ae-
sro olvs ommizim v tisreiis, @ fing and the caufe ofall fin, the
Plugie-fove _rf.C'k::rcb-.mc{ State the great Church-devorring,
aid Seate defrraying fin Yo givi fome few inftances.

What s the reaton that the Grvernment of the Church, o
happily begua, is now obitrutted, and almoft quite brokenin
oeces ? st not becaufe all men feck their owne, and no men
the things of Chrift 2

What is the veafon.chat the fos’e of God lieth waft,and every
cnan labours to buldiiis.own houte ?

Why isit that men _cornplainof taxes and want of trading,
but no man complaines that the Honfe of God is negleied,
the pure Ordinances defpifed, and the godly Miniftry under-
valued > (s it not becaufe all men feek their own, and not the
things of Jefus G heife 2.

Whacas the.reafon that.the sraths of Chrift are trampled
ander feet,and men aré fuffzred to-deny the Divinity of Chuift
and-ofthe Seriptures, 2nd.no man faich, why do you fo? But
let 2.man but {peak a word againft the lawes of men, he fhall
be feverely-pumfhed « 15 notthis, becavfe all.men-feek theig
own, andncthe chings of J=fus . Carift » |

W' ot is theveafon‘tha: {o.few Gentlessen,Citizens,and A
aiftens, appeare for-the things of Chrift 2. that fo many filence
¢hemfelves, and fuffer Rehigion to be almoftloft, and yet dare

‘not-appeare fon it~ Why s it that our Leétures are {o hiele

frequented in-moft placesr that many think nothing roo much
35 aive o their DI fidian,but any chingeoo much for theirMi-
viifiersthara Matker will be very eza& co fee his fervant do his
bufinefs upon the week daies, but indulge-him to do what he
willupon the Lords dav? Isitnot becaufe all men feek cheir
own and notthe things of JefoeC hife>

Jiba s the vecfon. thaé-'the. chings of the :Church drive

cafo-Nowly, htic the’ EgypnizniCharess, mhen the wheelds

WIELE.
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were caken off» what is the reafon chat there is fo much op-
preffionand injuftice in places of judicature? So much cou-
fenage and falfe dealing in our commerce one with another,
in a word, what is the caufe of all our miferies both in Church
and State ? [« it not becaufe all men feek their own, and noe
the thin s of JefusChrift ? thus you have the greatnefle and
the mifchi-voulnefle of this finfull felfe-fecking. So much
for the Explication of the Docrine,] come now to the Appli-
cation.

I: thig be fo, thatamongf the muldtude of Chriftians thag
profcflc love to Chnift and lus caufe, there are many, yea
very many, thar cek cheir owne, and not the things of Chrift,
Let us then 1 befecch vou)behold asina glaffe, the finfulueffe
and iiferavleacffe of the imes wherein we hve, forif the A.
poftie compians or his nmes, which were the firlt and the
beft times,the poiden Age, the Primitive, Apoftolical, Virgin-
Church, when the Saints of God met together i one place,wirh
one accord , touch more may we of our tunes, which are the
lofF and wor B, the ivon age, wh-rein the Church of Clirifk is
wofully divid«d , and won'erfully Apoftatized : How juftly
(1fay) maywetakeupthis (ad co =plaintaamfi our tunes s
e AN saen feek thai owae, uor the H.J:}::q.r if ?.‘.‘[:ﬁ Chrift ?

And yet I dare not {2y, all men collefively, 1 believe there
are a few zames evenn Eagland. which beve not defi'ed their
garmeats, and have not bowed thew &knees to Bual, fome
Mfgiﬁmm-.r, fome Gentlemen, fome Minifters and Citizens
yet rematning, who feek the rhings oi iz Chriff more than
their owne, vea, with the neglet and lof: of their owne,
who feck the profperity and welfare of Siow. more than their
own. Some Ezzg's, Nebewich's, and D.miel’s, that lay to
heart the defolations of the Church, and with Old E/y are
more troubled about the e4rke of God, thanth iy owne pis-
wate relations » But ehefe are a very few incompanifon  Itis
cer:aine, that moft of all forts are guiley of this finfull feife.
feeking, moft Adugiffrates, molt Geatlemen, Mimfers and
Cirizens. Now then let us examine our felves, whether we
be not amongft the pumber of this multitude. To quicken you

zo Lhis.confider,

L2 T Fhaw
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1. That this finneisboth a New and an Old Teftamens
finne. It reigned not onely in Parls time, but in Debora’s,
and Baraks, who tell us that for ehe divifons of Reuben, there
were grear fearchings of heart, becaufe ke abode aimong the
Sheep-folds, and cared ot what becaie of the (hirch of God,
Judges 5. 15, 16.

2. It 15 a common and ordinery finne, few are free
from it.

3. It is a great and crying chomination | as you have
Lieard.

4. Ttisa great and hiddeis iniquity, an suard, invifible,
and fpiritnall inne, that confumes Englandas a ssoth, not as a
Lion: Itischreatned, Hof.5. 12. 14. Tha. God wossld be 1o
Ephraim as 2 Morh,and as a Lioa, Murder, Adultery, Sodoiny,
injuttice, &c. devoures Englendasa Lion, but felfe-love and
felfe-fecking deftroies it as a Aoth fecretly and yet certainly
Let us thercfore be very ferious in the worke of felfe-
trying.

There are three forts of men whom1 indi& as guilty of this
finfull and curfed feife-feeking.

v. Such as feck their owisc things, and ior ar all the things

of Chrift.

. Suchas feek their own things before, and wore thaz
the things of Ch- iff.

. Such as prerend ro feck_the things of Chrift, bist [eek,
their awie things, tader the colosr of [eeking the thiugs
of Chrift,

1. Suchas fzek their owne credit, profit, preferment, eafe and
[ofety, aid ot at all the things of Chryft: It 15 reported of
eAgrippiaa, the Mother of Nerrywho being told, that if ever
her Son came to be Emperor, he would put her to death ; fhe
anfwered , “/ereain ego modoille imperet. Let zae perifyfo he
iy be Eusperonse.  There are many fuch, who fay in their
hearts, Perat religionodo ego isaperes, So 1 may get an eftate,
and grow great in the world, no matter what becomes of
Rehgion and Reformation.

Quelk. verhere ciry Chriftisas of thus inssede ?

An/w. Therearemany who are called Chriftians ai:'!su‘g%

0
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of this zsnde, who have the saize and e the name of Chyie
fuians, and carry this name as Vzish did his Letters to focd,
Nows 2d falstein, [ed ad runein, notfor Salzation, but Do
gatio:, you fhell know them. by this Characer.

Let fach men as thefe have their trading as formerly, enjoy
outward profperity, and be freed from taxes, they will thinke
themfelves fuffictently happy. Ttisallone tothem whether
all Ruligions be tolerated, or noncacall. Thefe men fay wich
Tiberirer the Emperour, Digs Deoreyz civa lunte. Let God tale
care of Religion, abl onr care 1s for ozsr outwaird effase 5 thefe ave
they that make thewr Adouey their God, who zsinde ccrthly
things. whofe end 13 dumnation, 5 whom I may fay as Chrif
of Jndeus, better they had never beei bovie,

2.5ch as feek their own-things Sefore,and snore thei the things
of (lwif?, who feek their own intereft,more cordially,more in-
dufivioufly, and more vigoroufly, than the intereft of Reli-
gion. Thus did the Gaderess (as you have heard) thus doe
snoft Chriftians. ‘ -

Quel. How el Ikuow whether 1 preferve iz msy judgemear,
affettions, or converfation, iy owne ontysard intercft, before the
suteveft of Christ ad the GoSpel ?

Aafw 1. If the feeking of thine own things take up the firf},
beft, and moft of thy time. If thy marrow and firength of thy
Soule, goe out after them, 1f thou makeft them thy ¥y,
thy Priwmrsi qisarite, &0 ganin secefariting and the things of
Chrift, thy #dgepyov, and idle houre. If the fecking of thine
own, make thee neglect the things of Chuitt, or feck after
them negligently, this a figne that thou doft over-valne and
over-affe® thine owne things, and undervalue, and dif-affe&:
the things of Chrift, ‘

2. If thou inourneft more for perfonall wiferies, thar for
the defoletions of Siois, itisa figne thou mindeft thine owne
things more chan the things of Chrift, ehis is a frame of fpiri,
quitc oppofite to truc Sawntfhip. Ezra, Nebeisizh, David,
Daniel and Ierenziah,were more afilicted with the miferies of
the Church then eheir owne

3. If the feeking of thine own things take away thy! courage.

for { hrift and his cenfe, and make thee come to Chrift by
nighe,:

=
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night as Nichodeazus did, and the more thou haft of the world,
the leflz thou appeareft for Chrift and his Golpel; the more
henours, the more fearfull: 1v the pre/erving of thine .owne
things make thee betray the things of Chnift by fiufull fileace,
or bafe cowardife, thisisa fign thou preferreft thine own inte-
r2{t before the intereft of Chrift.

4. 1f the feeking of thine own things make thee feek to find
out excrfes, and vaine preseaces, L0 hinder thee from appea-
ring for Chnift, this1s a ign, &, 1 read Luke 14 18. when
che Servant was fent to fetch the Guefts to the greae Supper
of the Gofpel, they all with ene confent, began touisake excufe,
#-¢. The times wherein we live, are very (infull and perillous :
the Truths and Miniftryof Chrifi are trampled under feet,
Religion and Reforiation neglecied. Now God by us his
AmbaTadors,calls upon you to appear for his Truths, and for
his Gofpel- miniftrie, and Gofpel-ordinances. Meth nks I hear
the Nobleman fay, 7 have a great eftate ro lofe, pray have e
cxcrfed: 1 heare the rich Chtizen fay, 1 fball be utterly sndone
inwy trading, pray have me excnfed : 1 heare the voluptuous
Epicure fay, / bave married a wife, pray have e excufed.
Take 1t for a certain rule, Ir the feeking of thefe ontward things
putis thee #pon excefes, tho feckef} thew: finfully : For if you
look into the text forementioned, you will finde that the ex-
cufes there made were

1. Lying and falfe, they fay they caunot come, where-
as the truth was, they woi:ld not.come, non poffe pretens
ditnr, nolle sn ¢ ufa eff.

2. Poore and frivelores ; What isa Farm in comparifon
of Heaven 7 marrying a Wife in corparifon of being
married to Jefus Chnift 2

3. Vain and soprofitable - For notwithftanding the ex-
cufes they madet is faid, verfe 24, That none of thefe
aen which were bidden fhall taft of iy (spper.

4. Vareafonable aid wnconfcionable. For they made thofe
ghings lagueos Diabols, fnares and impediments to
hinder them from Chrift, which would have been
vines:le obedientie , motives and inconragements to
bring them to Chrift.

5. Laftly,
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3.Laftly,If when thine ovne things anc-che things of Chrilt

coine in coipetition, and thou mult cicher parc with the one or
the other, if thou choofeft as Spyie did, and as the young man
ivthe Go'pel did, rather to part with Chrift and bis Gofpal,
than with thy profit and prefertient , this s a fure note that
thou feekeft thine own things,before and more than the things
of Chrift. Tread of Tiberins Emperour of Roze, that he fent
to she Senate to receive Chrift into the number of their Godo,
bu: they refufed to doe it upon this account, becaufe if they
received him, they muft reje&-all their other Gods, and there-
fore cho'e rather to renounce Jefus Chrift, than to receive
him, and parc with the reft of their feigned Deities.If thou re-
nounceft and reje@eft the Lord Chrift and his Truths, racher
than thou wilt lofe thy creature-cnjoyments, thou art a finful
felf-fecker of the higheft forme.

But now:on the contrary, ifthou purfueft after the chings
of Chrift inthe firff and chiefe plice ; 1f thou womracft more
foe Church defolations than perfonall wiferies , 1f the more
wealth thou haft, the more cosragiors thou art for God, anG
art glad, that thouhaft an Eftate to lofe for Chrifts caufc ;
If the feeking of thine owne things doe not put thee upon ly-
ing, vaine, frivolons, and unconfcionable excufes; 1f thou art
like unto Hovanifdes, a Nobleman of Perfia, who was depofed
from all his Honours becaufe he would not.deny his Religiorn,
and afterwards reftored again, and a lictle afrer folicited again
to deny Chyift and his cruths, but he renc his purple robe,
and laid all his bonours at the foot of the Emperour, and (aid,

S8i propeer iffa me denegatssrizin ( byiftsuan pusas, ea deanrso accipe. .

1{'you thinke to gasne meto-deny Chrift for the: ve-obrasuing of
iny honours, take them all back againe: 1 thisbe the framz
of thy heare, it isa certaine token that thou prizeft, loveft and
feekeft the things of Chrift before, and more then thine owne
things..

3. The third fort of thofe who are guilty ofthis finfull felfc-
{eeking are fiich who presend to feek, the things of Chwift, bue
Jeek sheir ovsue thingsyader coloisy of feeking the siings of Clisft,
who hold forth the prefervation and propagation of Religion

230 fRalking borfe, to catch men by, as-a 0L o deseive ihe
prorld.,
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wworld ; butaime 2. nothing lefle then Keligion, but either
with Dezeirirs ot their owne gaine, or wieh fefs at the ok
taining of a Kingdome, ot with 2aloas: at the wages of ini-
quity. This finne of feife-fecking is fo odions Loth to God
and Man, that it never appearesupon the fage in its owne
likenefle , buc alwaies covered over wich Samues wcatle :
There is no finne hath more wogpdsers and Gmanvppdls, Fig-
feaves and religions claaks to cover it, thea this finne. By this
meancs the Pope of Rowse hach purchaled his t7iple Cromae
itis faid Rev. 13. 11. that Auticheift fosld bewe 390 borses
like o Lowsbe, bt yet afk like  Dragos, fignifying unto us,
that eantichrift {hould under colozr of Reiigion, aét all his
villzaies, and blosdy Maflacves, aud by this means deceivz afl
the world, Therefore Autichriftiauifzse is called a Myfevie of
iniqeity, thatis, miquity covered over with faire {hewes and
pretences of godlinefle ; What Murders, what Treafons hath
not the Pope committed under the colour of defending the
Catholique Rehgion ? under pretence of being Pesers fuc-
ceffor, and of having ierers keyes, and chaire? Witneffe
the holy league (as wwas called) in France; witneffe the
Gunpowder treafon amongft us, undertaken under fhew of
Religion, for the defence of the Catholique canfe.
vhat I affirme of Papifts and Jefuites, the like T fay of all
¢he Errovs and Herefies that have been broached in the Chri-
fian world ; The Apoftle cells us, that the firfk Authors of
Herefies and Schifmes were great felfe feekers, Men greedy
of filthy lucre, who ferved e the Lovd fefizs, bust thesr omize
bellies, who sisade saercheadsfe of the. Soisles of people, making
gaine their godlissefle, not godliszeffe thesz gasne, But though

‘they were fuch, yer they did not appcare to be fuch, but

feemed to be very holy and feife-denying: Therefore Chrift
calls them, z7efves in fbeeps cloathing ravening Wolves inward-
&y, though innocent Sheep outwardly. They horied over the
poifon of their DoGrice, with good words, and fasre [pecches X0
deceive the hearts of the fimple, Keiiz 16,18, Suci. a one was
Pelagins (one of he geeateft encmics to the Do&rine of
Grace thatever the Charch had) who made fuch a thew of

sodlineffe,that when Hicrosae ficlk wwrote againfk hus Flerefies,

he
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hevras foveed to conceale fis name , left by appearing to
write on purpofe againf him, his book fhould have been
rejeCted by the people, who did fo highly moguifie
him,

Let me adde, This is 2 finne which notonely Papiffs and
Fefisivs, Schifiaticks and Hereticks, but moft Chriffians inthe
world are tainted withall. 1t is a moft true faying, Pors;
aiist lefwin proprer Iefum, thercare few, and but very few,
who love Chrift for Chrifts fake : Moft people follovr Chrify
fot the Josves, and make #fe of Chriff to ferve their own ends
and interet. Lets Men be to warry awife, and hewill in
vords pretend, that it is Religion and Godliueffe that he mof
of all defires ; but if you had a window to lookinto his heatt,
you will finde chac it is 2Zosey which is his chicfe aime, But
amongf all forvs of Men, the grect Staief-userz, and deep Po-
litétices ave moft eminently guiley of this fin, who ufually
bring Religion upon the {tage meerly to ufher in their Politicl,
defignes, 1t is a curfed Mazin in Mechicvel | that Kings
and Princes foould labostr cfter a fhevs of Religion, brt ot lool:
airtch after the fushftance, For the fubff aace wounld be a burcen,
but the fhew of it would be very nfefull for the carrying on of
chieir own ends and defignes.This wicked advife and counfell is
followed by many Kingdoms & Common-weelths at this day:
theve was fcarce ever any Stase or (brveh-veforier who did
reforme Religion for Religions fake, but for his owae cads, ei-
ther ve be revenged of his enemics, or to gaine Church-reve-
iues, o to be a coy-Duck, to drawa party to fide vzith hir.
l.et me givein a few Examples ;

It pleafed God fo to order affaires, in Heury the Eighes
time, that the Popes fuprewacey was abolifhied in Engleid:
But what was the principle that moved the King to doe
this? was it ont of love to the true Religion? oy was i not
rather that thereby he might be revenged of the Pope, whe
weuld not allow of his Divoree from his firfe Wife ?

§ have read of Maz:tzzilie:s Emperonr of Geirzcny, who lis
ving in Lischers time, profefled a grcat diale of zeale after
Reformation ; and efpecizlly, in plucking dowa goldea 'ma-
gee. Dut the Rory foith, that it was not fo mnch ont of

E 2 basied -
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bared to the finages, as our of love to the go/d, which made
him undertake it.

In the Hiftory of the Civill Warresin France, 1 read that
when the Princes of the blood fell out one with another , one
party czlled inthe Proreftants to their affiftance , not out of
fove to Religion, but that thercby they might gaine a pare
t . .

That which I fay of Kingdomes and Common-wealths, the
like 1fay of Armies ; 1 read of Goliahs fword bid in 2 cloth be-
bind the Epbod, 1 Sam.2. 9. The [iord never appeares to the
world under blonsdy colonsrs, but alwayes cloathed with a Jinnes
Ephod,pretending Reformation of abufes in Churchi and State.
But it is worth remembring, that this fword was the fword of
Golizh, who was a defier of the Ifrael of God, and a great eae-
iy o R-figion. The {umme of all amounts to this, that inall
ages of the Church, efpecially in times of Civil warre, and in
times of Reforisation, thereare thoufands that hold forth to
the world, in their words and Declarations, a fincere defire
to propagate the Gofpel and the Kingdome of Chrift, and to
advance the pure Ordinaices of Chrift, yet notwithftancing
minde nothing really and inwardly, but their preferment and
advancement. |

Quelt. But bow fhall I know whether 1 ain bus o pretender to
the things of lefies Chrift # whether 1 asis o who iakes 1fe of
Religion to [erve intie owise intereft ? Whether 1 am like Demes
trius the Silver-[mith, whe winded his geine more thes his
Goddef{e?

Anfw. 1f we would dealc faichfully with our owne Soules,
we conld not but eafily know this. To help you in i, take
thefe rules:

1. 1f thou art 4 zealous for the advancement of Religion
and Reformation, when it doth not concerne thy intreft, as
svhen it doth , this is a certaine figne thou feekeft the things of
Chrift in fincerity : Thus it was with Mofes, in the Rebellion
of ((orch cnd bis coipany, there was a conjunttion of interefts ;
the confpiracy was aganft God and Ao es, buc the 1dolatry of
the Guldzi calfe, was onely againft the iniereff of G d, Adofes
was not prejudiced by it, and yer he was every way as zealous

fox
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for the glory of - ged in the Zatter, asin the forzzzer. But now on
the contrary, if thou driveft frrion(ly when any gainets to bo
got by a Reformation, but very bzevely and flowiy, when thy
intereft is nor at all concerned, this is a figne chat thou makel?
afe of Religion for thine owne ends, Thus it wes with Jebe,
hehad a doxble ldolatry to root o ¢, the Jdolarxy of Baal, and
of Ieroboauss -Calves; he deftroyed the firlt, but continped
the fecond, becaufe it was againft his interckt to abolifh it.
Thus it is with many Mafters of Femilies, if their Servants
play the theeves, they will cry out againft them as difhonou-
recs of God 3 but let the fame Servants prophane the Saé-
berh, or abufe the aawe of God by weruse Qaths | they are
not tronbled at i, becaufe 1t is not againft their private
inzerett,

2. A pretender to the things of Chrift, if he undertalcs te
doe fervice for Churchor Svate, he will doe it by halves, {o
far as it makes for his interefl and no farther. This is che rea-
{fon why the Reformation of Religion in moft places of the
Chriftiao world is but a patche Reforination, and as a (ke
helfe beked , becavfe that States aund Kingdoizes mould
the Reformation , not according to the word of God ,
but according to Stare-sutereft. Thus it was in Heury the
Eights time, he thruft out the Pepes Supreisacy becanfe it
furthered his defigne of a fecond Marriage, but he continned
much of the Popifh Religion, and made fix Aiticles called /
whip, with fix $tviags, which were the death of many godly
gen. Erafistes hath a notable faying of Lesther, That he had
beena good man, had he not medled too much with the
idonks belies | and the Popes triple Crowie , the Pope was
willing to yield to a Reformation of the Chureh, fo far st
raight confift with the upholding of his t7iple Crowise, and no
fither, @e.

3.A preteader to the things of Chrift when he hath goe whae
he aimes at, will Jewve Chrift wholly, and lay afide oll bis pre-
t2nces. As the Augels who appeared to Abrehazs and Lat,an]
divers others,affzmed bodies,not out of love to the bodics they
affumed, but oncly to doe theiy eivaie, and when they had
done it laizd them afide, So there are many who affrzize =
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pirofeffioiz of Religion for the purfuing of their ambitious de-
fignes, which when they have obraincd they lay afide, as the
Fifversuan did his Nt whes be was made Pope ; When he was
an Abbet, and then a Bifhop, and then a Cardinal, he would
have his Net {pread for a Table-cloach, to put him in minde
of his mcane and poor originall ; But when bhe came to be
Pope, he thes commanded his Sevvasts to lay afide his IVer,
for now hz had caught what he bad been fe long Fifbing for.

4. He that feeks his owne things, under pretence of lecking
the things of Chrift, will walke coutrary vo his Proteffations,
Declavations, Vowes and Covenants, even then, when he
feems outwardly to bewmoft folemne and ferious in making
of them. Thus did Balazis, he protefteth, that if he had an
houfe full of Gold given him, he could not doe any thing con-
erary to the willof God, and yet at the fame time, he goeth
with the Meffengers fent by Balac, Are there not many a-
mongf us, who when they Covenaited with hasids lifted wp to
Heaven, toeadecvorsr the extirpation of error and Herefie, and
whatfocuei was cousrary 10 (ossud Doltrine, did eves as the ve-
¢y [asae tiiae, fecrtly foment and conatenaice the things they
Covencated againft ? _ .

5. Laly, Hethat preteads to the things of Chrift, and is-
sends his OWN, cares not by what wajes and sueanes he com-
paficth his ends, nor by whet kind of perfons; whether the
wayes be lawfall or ssnlawfull,the perfoiss 9006 or bad, itisall
one to hum fo he may obtaine his ainbitiozs inscndments, which
isa certaine figne ofa notorious hypocrite. For be that sruly
cnd fiacerdly sndeavors vo prowsote the Glory and Honossr of
Chrif-, will never goe ot of Chrifts wey to obtaine his de-
fires. For Chuift will be more ifboisoisred by his fin,than hoe
noured by his.indeavours, though never fo laborious and
fincere.

Let us 1 befeech you examine our felves, according to thefe
feveral) notes and markes, whether we be guilty of this fis-
folleszifed ciad Devilifh felfe-feeking.  And know, that if this
finne ruleand raigne in vs, it makesus acceffary to a forve-
fausld izeseder , 1t malees us felfe-uativderers, Chuveh and Stese-
cazpderers,and Chyift-wowdevers. J¢ beings vs under 8 double

) | Gospes
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Gospel cosrfesfor of cuny sinetcz bove ot theTiovd Tofies Clivift Jow bie
be (faich the Apottle) duatheinc Marcatho, The Lord give
us hearis ferionfly to weigh thefe ehings.

The focond Ule is, anufe of Exhostation, which is cwe-
fold:

1. To befeech all here prefene, whether 2Magiffvarcs, A4i-
aiffers ov private Citizeas, to take heed of this finfull
felfe-fecking , and fize headed Monfter , of fecking
our owne gaine and credit feperasedly from the things
of Chrift, ot before, or saore then the things of Chrift, of feek-
ing our owne things nnder prezcice of feeking the things of
Chrift, or when they Rand in dppofitio: t0, or comperisios: with;
the things of Chrilt, of feeking the good of out wile bodies,
with the negle& of our pretiois and inamortall Sorles. As
Chrift faith of Covetoufniefle, fo 1 of this finne, Take hecd
and beware of finfull felfe feebing, confider the excecding greas
seffe of this finne; and the awofi:ll cad wifehicvors {ruits and
tfjetts of it. Thisis the plague-foar of Chssich aad State; The
great Ceterpillar that devonrs all the grees things of the laud,
This hath deftroyed our Parliciseats, ovr Miniflery , our
Gentry + This is that which obfinséterly thot glorions reforiinc-
¢io {0 long expeltod and defired, &cc, This is 0Ot folfe-fecking
bt felfe-heting and felfe-defiroying 2 he that feehs to give
[atisfoltiors w0 hig corvespe felfe, is joft like a Adci: who gives
[evoisg viiie 1o bis foiend éa o bigh Feaver, which is not to
Jove him,but to %l hizs.He that feeks to pleafe bis i/l felfe,
fesks to firengthen his difecfe, vo wasneaize that wichin him,
which God hasers, and to wocwifh thet which will doffrep his
Saule. He that feeks the welfzre of his body, and neglecis the
walfare of his fonsle, deftroyes (as Thave faid) both fody and
fozed This is juft as i€a Hrsbeudiaon in time of Hervef fhonld
gather in his f:bble, & leave his corae to be devorsred by hog 5.
Juft like a Father who takes care to feed & cloath his children,
but not to inftru& and teach them. In a word, he that feeks
his owne cafe and fafety, his owne gaine and credic, his owne
pleafure and fatisfattion, and negle@cih and flighteth the
ehings of Chrift, this Man is the greatel [olfo-hater, and felft-
defbroyer; Bor he thae feshs cug el ixtcrel? of Chiifh, froll wewes
have cay suteveft ins Chrift. To

2 Ufe.
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Exbort. 2.

2.To befeech you to labour for the divine, heavenly, and
blefed felf-fecking mentioned in the-beginning of the Ser-
mon: Phyfitians when they fee men bleed immoderately at the
nofe, will let them bloud in another veine, that fo they may
makea diverfion, and thereby ftop the bleeding, Ob -thav
Cod would ulz me this day, as his inftrument , vo make a mofk
olorious and moft happy diverfion, and to turn youall from
[elf feckers , o Chrift feekers | Oh that 1 could prevaile
with you, to feck the things of Jefus- Chrift before, and mare
then your own things ! Oh hov happy would Losudos be, if it
could be (aid ofwt; Al thy Magiftrates, Miuifters, and pri-
vaze people, feck the things of Chrift wore vigororfly and cordi-
alty thea they doe their owa things,

To move you to this,confider;

1, What thefe your awn things are which you fo immode-
vately and inordinately feck after ?

1. They are not your owne ina proper fence, as yon
have heard.

2. They arc not Woreh emaing, they are vainand empty,
empty of veality,cnd Sonl-fatis’alltion they are vanifh-
in1 & perifbing,\ike vonfes made of Suow or waae, and
not only fo, buc they arc allo vexing and rorisenting,
according to whatis faid by one that had full and:

. ample experience of them, Ecc/ef2.2,17,26."

2. Confider the cxcellency of the things of Féfer Christ which
gois fo nszch negleét & uudervalue.The v uths of Chrift, the O7-
dinances,Day, Miniffry 2odGovermmeit of Chrift the Preferva-
03, Propagatioi 5 and Reformation of 'Religion': Thefe are Glo-
rious and Excellent things in their own Nature , and fofar
exceeding your om things which you fo greedily labour after,
that they are not wo:thy to be named that day-in which we
{peak of the things of Chrift. 1 want time to fet out the tranf-
cendent Glory and Excellency of Gofpel concernments-, and
the vanity,, emptinefle , and nothingnefle of all our own
Serthly enjoyisears. Onely’ let me defire you -to take no-
5iCE 5 ' :

1. That efers € briff loughi not his owae things, he lef
Heaven for 14, cd foall 298 voe negle€t Earth for bisa ?

2.. 5o .



: A, Ty 'J)f
ﬂJﬁ’ ﬁ@fimg gadicsi0iisiR .

2. For whae poot eeiiles you defpife che plorions ehings
of the Gofpel. N
3. 1fyou feek not after the things of Chiili imore thei
your owng, you are ina curied condition, aud bet-
ter you had never been borne.
4. The things of Jefus Chrift faall profjser, though you
fek not the profperity of them. What Aderdecai
(aid to Effer inanother cafe, Icraveleave tofay to
you, Eilargement and delivercace fhall ciife 1o vhe
people of God frowm cnotier place , bust thoz cad thy
Fethers bosfe fhall be dcflroyed. Theee will ¢tz
come when the Aoniicize of the Lords hosfe full be
eftablifhed is: the top of vhe Adowataiues, cid foadl e
exalted above the Hills, and all Nations fhell flo ro
ir ; whenthe Kuugdouscs of ths world foall becoire the
Kingdomes of éusr Lord and bus {hrift, when the liztle
vne cutsort of the AMosataine withont hands, fhall
deftroy oll oppofite KCingdoies | and become a grear
Moritaine and fill the Whole earth, when every Nats-
on and Kiungdoine that will ot [evve the Lord Jofe:s,
focll perifh, exnd be neterly waffed. For negletiing to
fet up this Kingdome of Chrift, God hath defiroyed
many Mations and Kingdomes, and {o he will us, if
we follow their examples ; 1€ we preferre the buildiag
of assi oWiic hos:fes, before the beiiling of Gods horsfe, God
will build e:p his owwue hofe by other infrusients, bot
he will deftroy 125 and ory Horfes.
3. Laftly, Confider : That man feeks hiusfelfe wft, sho
wsoft feeketly the things of Chrift. He thatis the grearcft Chiiff-
feeker, isthe greateft [elfe fecker. For God hath faid, Seek
e firfo the Kingdome of God, and bis vightcosficfle, aud il
thefe things fhall be added nnto yorz. \When Soloiisor: begged
wifdoaze, God gave him wealth and viches as an overples. 1€
we feek the chings of Chrift, inthe fi-f# and chiefe plece, God
will give in oz owis things into the bargaine, even as Paper cid
thredis added to a bossg’t coiminodisy. -
21005
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Thus I have putan end to the Sermon of felfe-fecking, Oh-
¢hat I could put an end to the finne. of felfe-fecking ! Two
things | dare afiirme :

1. That this fin hath been the.Oziginall cassle. of all Ese

lands wiferies.

2, Thatit will never be well-with Eugland, nor fhall we
ev?‘ fee, betrer. dnges, uill this fiane be morts:
fed. |

Let-us goe to Chift, and labour by Faith, to fetch power
fom. his Death, to crucifie and mortifie this finne ; Let it be”
our daily prayer, that Eaglaudinay heve.more Chrift-feckers, .
asd fewer [elfe=feekers ; OF which is all one, That God woszld .
wake 1 all trve [elfefeckers o by wmaking ws ezt Chriff-
Jeekers. |
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3 Age 2. line 18, Theiv oome, 2b22, in the marg. puc ineo the Texr, nise:
._I. after their oisze. p.gJaad.leaveout the figure 4, and joyne the line to
tbe foregoing, p.7.1v7. for sonld raoetd.  p.osl.33. for harasinefie v. sumgh--
sineffe, p.17.1.5q, fot blaspherroryr. blafpheiners, p.18.1.29 for buies v.livese
p-19.Lx7. for el amisitia, v. on amicsic,  p.19).23. for abheifed, v, obhore:
veds  po2y.l.3.for vunacyr puivom,  ibid L33.for by rabe.  p. 24.1. 36 for
wonld v, foould,  p.33.1.25. for builing s.buildiug,
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