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But after this the judgement. - xgr:l.”

He fcope of the Ho}y Ghoftin this Epifile, is to prove

y [ the excellency of Chrift : that he, is the Mefliah
. that was to come into the world ; and that all the
types and fhadowes of the law pointed at him : And a fpecial
part of the Epiftle is to fhew the excellency of the Priefthood

" of Chrift,by preferring it above the Priefthood of Aeror : and

amorfgft other regards, in this,that thefe Priefts did offerup .

. facrifices often, but Chrift offered himfelf but once ; and this
once offering of himfelf was available for ever, and needed
no further offering.  And this the Holy Ghoft doth illuftrace;
by comparing the eflicacy of Chrifts 'fuﬂyerings, with theé efffca«
¢y of what 2 man-doth here in thisworkd : that as the a&ions
. of men here in thisworld , whatever they are, whether good
or evil, areavailablefor ever ; whata man doth in this life,
accordingly, when he dyes he comes to be ftated eternally : (0
the death of Chrift itis available for ever. It is appointed: fof
wosonce to dye, and thew comes judgement, | - s
* By judgement here Idoe not think the Holy Ghoftintends
efpecially the judgement of the great day, ( though it be true,
that after death the judgement of the great day will follow
and all men muf} come tojudgement ; but 1. fhall ‘niot 'fpeak
ene word of the judgement of that day.) But there is angther
dgement that I conceive is the intent of the Holy Ghoft here,
and that is the particular judgement that paffech upon every
{oul immediately after death 3 which is the ftsteing of «che



Sp—

108

 The Saints Treafury.

foul in the eternal condition of it , either of happinefle or
mifery. . D

. While men live here;their condition is not ftated by any a&
of God (‘though in regard of his eternal purpofe itis the fame
for ever ) even the Saints themfelves . would be here in much
hazzard and danger about their everlafting eftate (in regard of
themfelves,and what they have a&ually beftowed upon them)
were it not that the grace of God is above them ; the people of
God in this life,are not without many feares and doubts about .
their everlafting condition 5 and what would many poor chil-

" dren of God give.to be delivered from their feares, and doubts
which area grievousburthen to them , that they mighe never

have feare or doubt more about their eternal eftates 7 Well, if
thou beeft godly, in a litcle time it will be fo with thee : this
isthe goo&f that death will bring unto thee , that after death
iu ement will come to thee ; thatis, thou{haltbe fo attuals
ly ftated in thy everlafting condition, as to be beyond all:
hazard about it ; thiou fhalt bebeyond all feares, and doubts
and temptatiens; thou. fhalt never feare more, never doubt
more, never be tempted more, never more lofe any ‘of the
good that thou art poffeffed of:this is the judgement that comes
to the Saints after death. C o o

And on the other fide, wicked men here in' this world are
not withoug their hopes and ‘confidences that allfhall be well
with them : but after death comes judgement to them : -thav
is (aswe baveit Proverks 11,7.) .when a wicked man diethy
his hope ‘perifheth, heis flatedin fiicha condition as he is:
pever like to have hope of good more ; hicis paffall hope and:
poffibility of ever receiving further mercy from God : and this
isthe meaning of the Text on both hands, that fter death
comes Fudgement. Whatfoever mens conditions are here in'
this world, though the Saints have many fears & doubts about
their eftates, yet I fay immediately after death,they fhall be fo: .
ftated and a&ually poflelfed of ‘happinefle;that they fhall never®

" doubtmore. - And ‘howfoever wicked men in this world have

many hopes and confidences, and blefle themfelves in ‘their
ways yet immediately after deach all fhall vagifhi, for chen:
oo . Tudg-
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judgement fhall come. 7¢b hath this expreflion 70b. 8. 14 - The

ape of the hypocrite is as the [piders webs he {pins out of his own

fpirit_a cunning web, but the befome of death at once datheth
. itallaway , for immediately after death he comes to judge-
ment. : : ot . -
. This then is the do&rinal conclufion we are to handle
out of thefe words thus opened unto you, C
That the onely time that men bave to provide for their eternall
© conditionyis the time of this life : ifit be not done bere,there is no
bdf afterward; for after death comes judgement. S
fhall defire to handle this point fo farre as it may be a.
ground to work upon your hearts,and to ftirre you up in the
time of your lives ¢t miake all fure between God and.your
fouls; for after death comes judgement. IR
_ This point that T am now to treat about, it is one of the
moft ferious points that concerns the children of men:and ufu-
ally one of t%qﬁrﬁ_things that the Lord fettles uKon the hearts
and conftiences.of thofe whom he. converts to himfelf.- For.
aman going on in wayes of fin and' death, to bethink him=~
felf, Lord where am I ? whatam I doing ?* what is like to be=
come of me? wherefore was I'borne? wherefore came I inta
the world * what havel to doe here? Then God anfwers, that
which thou haft to doehere, and art fent into the world for;
is,t0 make provifian for egefnity : tis about this great bufinefle;
tomake up all between God and' thy -foul, and look thow
beeft careful in it : for though thy life be fhort and uncertainey
yet this great bufineffe doth depend upon this fhort and uncer~
taine time of thy life; and ifit benegleGed in this little fpace.
of time I giveunto thee., thou art loftand.undone for evert
for prefently afcer death comes judgement 3 and. you 'fhill be:
then flated fo as there can be no alteration. It is the dbfer<'

vation of the School-men , that whatdid befal to thé Angels- .
that finned, that in death befalls unto wicked men; that is,as-

the Angels upon the firft a& of, finy: Were prefently ftatedin an.

irrecoverable condition 5 fo. wicked men. when they dye are:
ftated in an irrecoverable condition. Itistrue while we live:
~ in this world, though we axe finful, yet our condition. isto be

1AAL ~
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looke nport as better then the condition of the fallen Angels 3
there is not here fuch an a&uall Rating of as : bar ‘when once
death comes, a wicked masis then in the fime condition wicht
the devils themfelves: that is, hiscondi¢ion is then fo flaced
and made as certalme and fure, and asirrecoverable as any of
the Angels that finned. While we preach to men, though never
fo wicked, and ungodly , becaufean atual judgement (fuch
as the Texg fpeakes of ) is not paft upon them , weare to offer
ce and mercy to them in Chrift 5 buc if this offer be neg~
¢Cted for a while; if the twine thread., the fingle thread of

thy life be oncecut, then thon arc gone for ever, For after death -

comes judgement, ‘ o )
. In'the meditation of i point,me thinks I caninotbut Iook

. upon God,as beholding all- the children of men;in their faller .

loft finful and miferable eftate with pity and compaflion,
faying, poor creatures they have finned againft me , and have

made themfelves liable to eternal wrath , which they under~ .

ftand not , which they are: not-able to beare; well’y alictle
timeI will grant unto them, 'to fue out their pardon ; and ta

‘eomhe in and make up theirpeace with me: and I will give

them meanes for that end : but let them look to themfelves;
for according to the improvement of the time that I now give
them, fo fhall it be with them to all eternity : if they negle&t
it; they are gonefor ever; mercy then fhall doe them no good :
fo that the tenourupen which weall hold our lives, it is no
other then as a malefator condemned to- dye , who hath
granted to him through the favour of the Prince, a little time
of reprieval , and fome intimation withal given of 3 poffibi-
Mty in that time to fuc out his parden; and accordipg as he’
fpends that tilke 5 fo it fhall be with him for life or ideath.

Thus I fay we all hold our lives, we are all condemned be-
foretheLord: onely Ged hath out ofhis infinite grace pro-

vided a way and -meanes of falvation for the’ children of iyen,
and gives usa liccke time ‘(we: know -niot liow long,whether.
two or three dayles ,: but as longf as we live) 0 look about
us , to provide or the making of our peace with him; and.
if that be meglefted - all is gone y- and weare undone forever :
. - . : N - grcat
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‘great things then doe depend upon this uncertaine fmall

time of our lives. It'is reported of Afexander, that when he
went againgt any City , hedid ufe tofet up alampeburning,
_and would make proclamation, that whofoever came in while
this Jampe was burning , fhould finde favour and have his
life ; but whofoever ftaid till this lampe was out, hewasbut
a dead man, and muft expe& no mercy ; brethren khow

. that God hath fet up a lampe, and our life is this lampe ; and
"~ God proclames , Whofoever comes in while this lampe 1s

burning, fhall finde mercy ; butif you ftay til} the lampe be

out, there is nothing but eterfal miifery to be expetted. Now .

this lampe of your lives may notonely goeout upofi thecon- -

* done, younareloftforever. Weread 1 Kixgs 6.7. that when
Solomon was preparing the Temple , he made all things fo
-before hand , that there was no noife of ake orhammer.

heard there : Whofoever God intendeth fora living flonein

the glorious Temple of Heaven, he {quares and fits them

here 5 there is nonoyfe of repentance and forrow for fin after

this life ; what is to be done,muftbe done here ; nothing will.

docithereafver. #hatfoever thou baft todoe 5 die it with all thy

might 5 for thereis nomork , nor devios , nos knowledge 5 nor wif=

dome inthe grave whither thou géeft.* Eéclef. 9 10. and Chapter
11. verf. 3. In the place where the tree falleth there it lyeth.

Which way thou falleft when thou dyeft , that way thou fhalt

Ke eternally : if Godward 4 ‘then God is thine for ever: if
finward , then mifery anddeftcu&ion isthinefor ever.. Ecclef,
12,7, Then foall the duft vetarne odhe carth as it was, and the
Jpirat (oall resneneunto God who gave it. The fouls of wicked
men doe retirne'to God that gave them , as well as the fouls
of the godly ; that s, they doe prefently returne to God to
reccive the fentence of their eternal doome from him, and
to be flated in cheir everlafting conditioh ; there is a mighty
change in the foul , immediately dfter itis departed from the
body, and is brought to fland before the glorious God , to
_ beftated in ics eternal condition. ‘There are twelve bowres ti:

~ famption of the oyle, but it may be pat ount by accidental -
meanes ; and if this lampe be once out, and your work nog
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~ {eparated from God,and G

‘the day (féyes Chrilt) wherein'a man may worke , but the night
_comes when_yo man can-works Jobn 9.4. - The rime of this lifeis
_thy working time : I, but the nightis comihg , and then no

man can work. Revel.6.8. And 1 looked 5 and bebold a pale

-borfe 5 and bisname that [zt o him was death o and bell followed
_bim., Hell immediately followes death , where death” furpri~
-zethany in their natural condition , that have not ﬁn;x:cd
.the work. of making their feacewith God. 2 Cor.5.10. We
muft all appeare before the judgement [oat of Chrift , to receive ac-
-cordir g to what we bave done in'the flejb, whether it be good or bad. -
Jt is not a-ccrding to what we doe afterwards , but according
towhat we have done herein the flefh, fo it muft be withus

fcrever. . There can beno repenting , no believing after this
life; body and foul being parted,. the whole man is not capa-~
ble of a work of God upon it.. :
And befides, immediately after death, God takes all meanes
away : you fhall never heare Sermon more, never have admo-
nition more, never have good connfel more , never haveany
working of Gods fpirit more, to draw your foules to Chrift.
And not onely fo, but God then withdrawes himfelf fo
fully,in regard of all the common workes of his fpirit, that
thereis a kinde of flating the foul in fin C which yet cannot fo
properly inregard of Godbe faid to be fin as evil;) fo chatit
{hall be impofiible forchee to doe any: thing but fin; asthe

Saints though while they live here, they have many lufts and-
corruptions in them, yet immediately after death their fouls

are fo fully poflefled of the fpirit, that then they cannotfin:
fo on the contrary , though wicked men while they live here
have divers common gifts of Gods fpirit , and many reftraints

upon them ; yet immtdigt;? afier death, they are fo fully °

[ fo fully withdraws him{elf from
them, - that it isimpoffible for them ‘to doe any. thing elfe

but fin and rebell againft God, and blafpheme him to hisface,

Theére was in Adam in innocency a poflibility- hot'to have fin-
ned; thereisinus, while we livein this world , an impoffi-
bility but that we fhould fin 5 ‘but .in theworld to come there
1s in the Saints an impoffibilicy that ever they fhould fin': .lang:
. » 00

-
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look how the iox%oﬂibility ison the onehand wich the Saints,
" fois the impoffibility diretly contrary on the other hand
with the wicked : therefore the wicked muftneeds be ftatedin-
.an everlafting evil condition. “There is no more poffbiliry.
- " for thedamned foulsin hell ever to doe any thing but to
blafpheme God , then thereisa poffibility for:the Saints im
heaven ever to fin againft God. S : : :
. And yetfurther, at thegreatday Chrift gives up the king-.
.. dome to the Father , and then there will be another manner of
: - adminiftration then before; Chrift will not then be exescifed.
: in thevark of his: mediatorthip, to mediate any further for
thofe for whom he did not mediate in this life. Knd prefently
after the feparation of the foul from the bodyy the fpirit of
3 God wholly departes from the foul , and the wrath.of God
~ isletout fofullyintoit, that itbreaks thefoul, and fillsup
every faculty otit: fo chacit is impoffible in regard of the
ftrong . current of divine wrath that carries:the foul along
with it, thatever it fhould be exercifed to all eternity any one
momentin apy thing but onely in bearing of torment , and
divinewrach, -~ As the Saints fhall be fjlled up with the pre-
fence of God , and carried on with. fuich a. firong current of
divine mercy , that it fhall be impoffible that their fouls fhould
ever toall eternity be exercifed in any other thing but'in' the
enjoyment of God, and living to hispraife : fo.on’she. 3‘11&
contrary " is it with thewicked :; therefore after death there
isa ftating of both. 1 will enlargé my felf no.further. in the
opening of this point,but come prefently to aley it, for this
point is applicatory rather then do@rinal , and I fhall content
 my felf with.three or foure branches of application and fo
“conclude. . . SR R SR
. Inthefirft place, hence we may fee what caufe wé have to
blefle God for the continuance of our lives, efpecially any
thatare here this day , that have not throughly made their
peace with God , that. are not upon certaine and infallible
termes ‘in this great bufineffe of providing: for their cternal
eftates. If there remaines but any doubtin thy heart. concer 4
ning thy eternal condition, and if the fearcs of cternity have
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been upon thy fpirit,thou wilt from this point, that hath been
thus briefly fpoken to, fee caufe to blefle God with thy face up
on the ground, adoring the riches of his grace that thou art
alive this day ? why, becaufe thy lifeitis the time of making
up thy peace with Godj it is the time of providing for thy eter-
nal condition : if thy life be at an end,and this work not done,
then all is gone, then judgement comes, and thou wile be
infallibly and unalcera l{ tedin a2 loft andundone condi-
tion. O therefore its well that thou artalive this day; ifa
man havea great bufineffe to doe that concernes his whole
cftate, orlife, anditmuft bedonein a very little time, O
what a favour would he count it, to have his time lengthned
out, though but a little, becaufe his bufineffe is ot great
weight, and he thinkes with himfelf, if I mifcarry in‘it, ¥

- am loftand undone for ever : ‘fo all thofe thathave ever had

ferious apprehenfions of the infinite confequence of what de«
nds upon their lives here, they cannot but fit downe and
ﬁeﬁc God for lengthening out their lives ; for the time-of this
lifeis a happy time, itis a day of grace, aday of falvgtion.
O how happy would thofe poor creatures , upon whon}uthis
judgement is paft, that are flated in their eternal condition, .
think themfelves if they might have but one day wherein ic
mightbe faid, thereis a poffibility for them to niake provie’
fion for themfelves concerning’ their eternal eftate | As they
were not long fince, o 4rt thou now : and therefore know
how to prizethy life. O the lives of men and women ( efpes
cially fuch ashave not yet done that great work) are'wortha -
thoufand thoufand worlds. Iremember I have heird of 2
€peech of a great Gentleman,who being very fick , and Phyfi- -
tians telling him that there wasnoway for him but death:

- Oyfayes he,thac I mighe live, though it were butas a Toad !

and indeed what man or woman is there that hath not got a -
thorough and Scripture-aflurance of this great work that their
eace is made up with God,buc may upon very good ground
fi?ﬁckncﬂ'c be upon them )defire to live though but as-a Toad,
®ecaufe fuch greae things depend ‘upon their lives here in this
werld? Brethren, doebut fay this to your own hm;sf;pon,
“ ‘ ious
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ferious meditation of this that I am now fpeaking of. What
if God fhould come now to this Congregation , and fay to.ee
> very oneof you, Well y now the time that I have given you
to provide for your eternal eftate, is at an end ; if you have
done ycur work , well and good , ‘you fhall be faved and pofs
" fefle eternal glory ; but you maft be caft according to that
which is now done. { feare if fuch 2 meflage thould come from
heaven to many of us, it would make our hearts to ake with-
in us , and wethould cry ouc, O Lord,give me a little fpace
before I goehence and be no morefeen : O that I might yet
havea lictle more time.  Suppofe God had taken you away
when he took away fuch a kinfman or kinfwoman of yours,
fach a neighbour or friend , and déath had come then, and
judgement had then been paft uponi you s which way doe you
thinke you muft have been caft? caniot fome of you remems

ber, that if God had taken you away at fuch a time, or

when {uch a onedyed , you were then in fuch a cafe , that you
have caufe to think you had been ¢ertainly ftated 'in a condi«
tion of esernal mifery ? therefore blefle God that you are alive
at this day, toheareof fuch a do&trine as this is ; that fo

long as you live, God gives you time to provide for your eter-

nal cftace. Pfaim. 78.38. the Text{ayes, God did not ftirte up

#ll bis amger but called back; bis wrath 3 when ficknefle comes

upon men and women, fome: part of Gods angerislet ouc s
I, butif God had létout his anger but 4 litcle more, what
would havebecome of you? yonhad been gone: one firoake
more had caft youforever. I, but God was pleafedto call

back his anger, and did not firre up all his wrath. O

blefle God for fparing.you at fuch a time ; for cerddinly
had you died then, your condition had been as irrecoves
rable as the: Devells themfelves ; mow tis a day of grace,
now you have the voyce of the Gofpel, and the glad
tidings of falvation founding in your eares: but then you
had been paft the time of grice,, paft praying, and paft repen-
ting : now thatyou arenot paft this day, you are to prizé
your lives. And brethren know wherein conffts the worth
of your lives ; and the contipuance of them; there is-a hors

o . Q2 : rible
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rible impudence in fome men, they would faine have their
lives lengthened, to have their lufts more fatisfied; did God
give thee thy life for this end? no, theend why thou fhouldft

~ defireto live is, that thou mayefthave further time to make

—————

rovifion for that which is of fuch infinite confequence, which
if it be not done, it had been better for thee to have been a
Toad or Serpent, or thevileft creature that ever lived. O
that we had hearts to give God the glory of our lives, and
to prize our lives aright 5 excellent effets would proceed
from it, were our hearts wronght to thefe things.

But Secondly , Ifthe onely time that we have to provide
for eternity be the time of this life, how then are thofe tobe
reproved that mifpend and fquander away this precious time
of their lives about vanities, and neglett the great bufineffe
that they were fent into theworldfor? _If fuch greae things
depend upon our lives , then the loffe of the time of our lives
is a moft dreadful loffe; weall fay time is precious, and it
is'fo, and the through-underftanding and applying of this
g:int would make us fee time precious indeed : It there could

an extra& of the quintefferice of all the pearles in the warld
put into one, it would not be fuch a precious pearleas this
time of our lives, becaufethereis that depends upon it that
is infinitely more worth then ten thoufand worlds; however
men and women make lictle of their time ,- and play and f]
itaway , yet there is no moment of thy time that thou doeft
mifpend , but for ought thou knoweft it might be the very
moment upon which thy eternal condition deth depend :
thou gocft abroad , and art merry, and jocund, and mif-

deft thy time, and abufeft thy felf ; I'fay for oughe thou
oweft thatinftant of thy finning might be the very moment -
upon which the very hinge of all  thy eternall condition de-
ds 5 and did we underftand this do&rine aright, we
ould feeit to be an'exceeding great evil and folly , to mif-

" pend ou:J)rccious time : men ordinarily live in' the world as

ifthey had nothing to doe here, but onely to make provifion -
for the fleth. ¥ aman fhould come to the City. about a bufi-
neflc tha concernes his life , and the time he l{ath todoe itin

o were
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were very fhort, how induftrioufly (doe you shink ) would he
{pend that time ! every time the clock firikes, would ftrike to
his heart ; or fuppofe God fhould fend 2 damned foul thac is
now in hell into the world againe, and fhould fay thus to

~ him, Soul,yon fhallgocand live againe in theworld; andI

will giveyou a liwlefpace , you fhall livea quarter. or halfa
yeare; (or if it werebuta moneth or week ) and I will put
you in fuch an cftate that there thall be a poffibility for youto

: ‘make your peace with me, and to deliver your felf from this

mifery that you arcunder : I appeal to you , how doe you
think fuch a one would fpend histime ? now as you are per-
fwaded and convinced in your coniciences, how fuch a one

. would fpend his time , fo doe you labour to fpend your time ;

many would have rules to guide them in their way ; why

~ takethisrule, if fuch a thing could be, that a damned foul

could be fent into the world again, and beina poffibility of
another eftate, 1fay, What you think fucha one would doe,
that doeyou : If one fhould come and fay to him,what fhall I
give for your time that is granted to you? how would he

contemne him? if you offer him Crownes and Kingdomes, -

Kea all the world for his time , (be it buta week , or a day)
e would fcorne fuch an offer, and prize one day more then

a thoufand worlds. New you have had dayes and weekes, -

one after another , and yet for oughs you know you are liable
to eternal ruine ; ‘and ‘you know not whether you have a

ore your eternal condition be ftaced
upon you 3 O what need then have you to improve your

. time!

How few think of the pzfﬁbg Avx;ay: of thelr time ,: or that

‘any great matter depanids upon thé time of ‘their lives here in

thisworld ! you would countit a great folly and madneflz if

, amanhada J)recious oyle that were worth a thoufand pound

a pinte,, and he fhould fet up a light with this oyle to talke
or glay,dr doe triflingzhings by ; what! a lampe tﬁat is fed by
fuch oyle, thatis worth.thonfands ! furely this lampe fhould
be for fome weighty bufinefle, and not for trifles: Know

up
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- then about trifles and vanities 3 for there aret
concernment that you haveto doe in this time of your lives; -
. tis the great charge of Chrift againft Fezebels Revel.2.21.

up,and fed with fuch precious oyle:O do not cht.mndc;_ i;aéw_ay
ings of infinite

- And I gave ber [pace to repent of hex fornication , but [he repented
not. 1 remember an exprffion of a woman that was in great
diftrefle of confcicnce ;- {fome came to her , and endeavouring
what they could to perfwade her that there was hopes of mer-
cy for her, the lookt witha gaftly countenance upon them,
and faid » Calltime agaix, u; time again = asif (he had faid, if

you can call time again , there may be hope for me. Cere-

tainly we dognot.confider what depends upon time; itisa
good figne of an enlightned confeience , @0 make confcience
of time : there is nothing puesa more.-ferious frame into a
mans fpirit , then to know the worth of his time ; fayes: one
(in difcovering the loffe of the opportunity of timeta fuppofe
« there were 2 company of men failing to fea , .and they come
atlafttoa haf:;ﬁa j
ny thoufand miles from any other Land, and they goe and
refrefh themfelves upon the Ifland, buc fayes the Marrtaer,
look to your{elves, benot farre off, be within call, for ¥
will not flay forany of you: theald men it may be are afraid
20 be too farre;; ‘but the young men' truft .to their. legs , and

_ think they can'make hafc ; ‘but the Mariner is. gone, and they

-

arc left behinde ‘and: perifh : tis true, while'we are here in
thisworld , weare refrefhing our felves; but be fure, fayes
Gdd,you be ready when' 1 ¢call 5 and Gods call is the time of
death: now God he calls , and poor creatures are not rea<
dy ; and fetliey perifti eternally, O the lofle of the time of
your lives will be a dreadful }ofle oneday , and it will pierce
your fouls to think that once you had a day of grace, but
now dyl'au ‘have no. time; judgement is now paft upon you,
and there isno remedy. Itis reported of - woman who' bad:
her houfe on fire , tiat fhewas very bufie and . {pent.her: time
about faving of ttifles , and in the nieatie vinwe had a childe in.
thecradle, and forgotthat; and when fke lookt -upon what

fhe bad faved , fhe fawa fewitrifling things, battlien itcame

into

nd that lies in the middefl of the fea mas - -



~

”

The Saints Treafury. 119

into her minde,, O what is become of my childe !, and ima-
- gining that her childe had been burnt (" though it wa®faved)
fhe ran mad, to confider that fhe thould be fo foolith, as to
minde things of no concernment, and -to forget her childe.
Takeheed itbenot your cafe; you heare that time is preci-
ous, and that there are great things that concerne your
fouls and eternal ¢ondition , which you have to doe; and
.you fpend your time to get eftates, to geta little pleafure, or
_honour in theworld ; but now, when the conclufion of all
fhall come, and [Lou fhall look back to fee what you have
- done, ;and God fhall comeand call you to an account, and
fay , Well , now thereis an end of your time,-what havé
youdone in this wer ?- It may be you can fay , Lord,Thave
gotan eftate , and I haveled a merry and jovial life s but all
this while, what haft thou dene for thy foul 2. whac haft thou
done for eeernity ? “what haft thou done for the making up of
thy Faccj? ‘what haft thou done about thofe things that
T * are of fuch infiniteweight and confequence ? thy “heart now
. - will be overwhelmed with this thought , OLord, 1 didfor-
Ece my foul, 1had no thoughts about my eternal eftate, I
ave {pent a great deal more time in playing, then in pray-
ing; atleaft more time in playing then I have done in praying \
- toGod in privave; to make my peacewith bim: however it
may be you can paffe away your time merrily here, yet it
will be a dreadtu] thing to “you hereafter , when you fhall
knowwhat' was the buEncﬁ'e of your time, and what you
were borne for. - 1 remember Bernard hath anotable cxgrdﬁ-‘
‘on , fpeaking of fome calling one to another , Come letus
be mefry till an houre be paft ; fayes he (fpeaking with indig~
nation againft fuch folly) -What wilt thon doe shas and thus til
 anhonre bepaft, 1l time be paft !qvbaijdﬂi away that which the:
4 meycy of thy Creator bath fo farre indulged to thee as to give it thee
- - for vepewgaince , and toget grace and ve obtaine pardon. What to
paffe away time in which thou oughteft to be breathing after
that life and bleffednéffe which thou haftloft I- It becomes men;
+ thathave not nidde up sheir peace with God;to fpend their,
dayes in bewailing o? their and miferable condmonrg

Ve
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needes

and not in merrinefle and jollity , in chambering and wan-
tonneff®; fiow wile thou with one day that thy time had
been fpent rather in mourning: and lamenting ? fayes Abra~
bam o Dives 5 Son,remember that thou in thy life time recei=
vedft thy pleafures 5 this life is not the life of thy fenfual
pleafures, butto make all even between God and chy foul;.
when God is fo gracious as to give us fpace for fuch greatends -
ashedoth in this world, he, expe@s tgat all the children of
men thould fpend their dayes in feeking hisface, and in ma-
king up their peace with him ; in prizing his mercy , in ad-
micing and adoring theriches of his grace and goodnefle in.
his Son—+ but where doe we finde this ? what a different courfe.
‘of lifeis there in moft men from what God expetts? they-
arc guilty of defperate folly that {quander away their precious’

‘time, fecing all depends upon it. } o
Thirdly , Ifafter death comes judgement , certainly then, -

when death findes any man unprepared in an eftate of unre-
generncz » that hath not made gxis peace witht God , it muft

e exceeding dreadful becaufe i¢ brings judgenent,-
and ftates fuch a one in his eternal condition. _Ji‘ob. 18. 14.
Death is called. there the King of terrors; and well may.it be

{o; forindeed it is the moft dreadful thing in the world, to -
thofe that underfland the meaning of their own finful flate -
and condition : there is enough in this to daunt the heartof

the proudeft ftubbarneft wretch that lives upon the earth, tg
confider that now I am launching into the ocean - of eternity ;
but God knows I have made little provifion for it ; it may.
beit is the ocean of the wrath of this infinite God that I am
now launching into, ‘and muft bein for ever; certain]y(except
thou haft goed aflurance of the work done between God and
thy foul) thefight of the infinite ocean thou art launching
into immtdiaujy after death, cannot but make thee givea

. dreadful fhricke when thou fecft thou art now like tqgmifear-

ry cternally ; death taking an. ungodly man, it is no other
but the. cutting : afunder of the thred upon which he hung over
the pit of eternal mifery. - Itisthe pulling up of the flood ,
gates of Gods eternal]l wrath, Here when affliions are
. , upon

4
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upon men and women , Gods wrath-is but onely like the .
little droppings of water ‘through the flood-gates; as you fee
in flood-gates,there will be fome leakings forth of fome drops
~ of water onely 3 but there is a vaft difference between thofe
drops , and when the flood-gates are pulled up, then the

fireames guth out abundantly : juft fo is it with Gods dealings
‘here in the world with ungodly men ; it may be Gods hand
isupon them in. many affli¢tions, but thefe are butas fome
few drops of his wrath ; but when death comes and findes them
unprepared., then God pulls up the flood-gates, and then
theftreames of the wrath of the almighty overflow them 3
death to them will be no other then the Sergeant of the Lord
of hofts to hale them to prifon : Itwill be a taking up of the
draw-bridge , It will be tothem a difmal and dreadful Sun-
fet, thatbrings with it a night of eternal darknefle, and that
will be a moft dreadful Sun-fet that {hall never have day mores
why , know that at death the day of grace and falvation fets .
/ tothee, and an eternal night of difmal blackneffe and dark- ) -
nefle will be upon thee; fo that when thou art going out of °
"this world,and thy peace not made with God, thou muft then
bid farewel to all comforts and to whatever thou didft enjoy. -
Now farewel thofe excellent truths of God, that I have ad.
revealed to me: Ifhall never heare fuch gracious truths out of

the mouthes of Gods minifters more. - Now farewel all my
loving friends , thatI rejoyced fo much i, and all-the mer-

ry mectings that ever I have had ; I fhall never have them
more. Farewel now wife, husband , children, Ifhall ne-
ver fee your faces more. Yeafarewel houfe and lands, and,

all delights ; farewel Sun and Moon and Stars, and all the
world ; I (ball never {ee you againe till I fee you all of a light
fire , at the great and dreadful day of Chrift.  And now }am
leaving-the world and all the comforts here, and all the
‘meanes of grace here; and O Lord, whither am I going? It
was afpeech of Pope Adrian, when he was to dye, fayeshe,

O my foul 5 my foul, whither art thou going ? thou fhalt mever be
merry move 5 #s thou was wont to be. It isa doleful thing for a.

poor creature , whofe time is ?{ anend, nottoknow v:ll:i-
- cr
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ther heis going ; to think of former pleafures and d
and never to have them more. Me thinkes when I confider
the death of any ungodly man, thac place in Ifaick 10.3,
comes to my minde , And what willyou doe in the dey of vifita-
tion ? It is true, thoudoeft now mﬂ{c it out in the world,,
and takeft thy fill of pleafure, and beareft all before thee,
and wilc have thy m]nge » and art flout, and ftubborn in thy
way, and fcorneft the truthes of God by his Minifters : but
what wilt thou doe in the day of vifitation, when the time
fhall come that puts an end unto thy dayes here? O the change
that wil then bein thy fpirit! God will then look upon thee
with indignation, andfay, O wretched creature , that haft
fpent thy dayesin vanity , thou fhalt continue no longerin
tgis world ; and now the wrath of the Almighty is let out up~
on thee; Thou art vpon thy fick bedin diftrefle, and confci-
ence now is awakcnecﬁ’ and tortures that foul of thine, and
tellsthee, that fuch and fuch wickedneffe atfuch a time , in
fuch a company, in fuch a chamber, thou didft commit ; and
thou beginft now to curfe thy felfc for thy folly , and for neg~
le&ting the day of grace and falvation s and now thy time is
almoftgon+ ; well, thy ficknefl encreafeth , thy painescon=
tinue, thy friends are all fent for, and they come about thee
bewailing of thee , and thou beginncft t6 look gaftly , and
draweft thy breath fhort , and the devil waits for his prey 3
thy mouth falls, thz foul departs, and there is an end of
thee; anend of all thy pride , and an end of all thy flout~
neffe, and an end of all thy vanity, and wickednefle: and
this istheman thachath not made God his portion : mercy
Kath had hertime , but thou haft negle@ed it, and now thou
art gonefor ever. We fpeak much of the mercy of God, and
isit not rich mercy for God to give tothee, a wretched fi-
ful creature , fuch a blefled time of repentance as thou haftin
this world ? for God tocall , and cry to thee, and to tender
thee grace andpardon , and peace; he did notdoe fo to the
Angels that finhed 5 when they. committed but one fin againf®
€God , he caftthem away , and would: not fo much as treae
with them.about any termes of peace : and therefore fcgng
: . ) ou:
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thou haft had chy time already , let all the Angels in Heaven,
and Saincs and creatures, yea and devils themfelves, acknow=
{edge that God was mem{u‘ I to this man, to this wretched
man and'woman, thachad {uch a faire time, though now
judgement be upon them. O my brethren, the thoughts of
death under dhis notion , hath a greatdeal in it to work upon
your hearts. Iremember 1 have heard of one that ufed to
pray fix times a day, and bcinﬁ asked why he fpentfo much
timein praying , hegaveno qther anfwer but this, I muft
dye , Imuft dye; that which wasto come after, would put
a petiod to the time of his life, upon which fo much did de-

end. O that we had hearts to confider it ; and that we

new , evennow in this our day, thethings that belong to
our everlafting peace , before itbe too late. Brethren , thefe
things are of infinite concernment to your immortal fouls;
the Lord grant they may be prevalent upon every one of

us. :

' We may apply this dreadfulnefle of death (that followes
upon the meditation of this point 1 have been upon ) unto di-
vers forts offlpeoplc: asfirft, me thinkes it fhould be of great
force and efficac

y to work :Ion the hearts of old pcoglc syour __
‘timeisneer , you had need be fure that your work is done;

for certainly yoir have no long time for the accomplifhing
of that great work , of making your peace with God; it is
three or foure a clock (asit wcre? in yourday of grace, the
Sun is fetting with you. - Now if 2 man be to goe a journ

upon his life , and hath negle&ted the fore-noon, anci mug
o? the after-noon alfo, andfees the Sun draw low, he thinkes

once fet , and I not at my journeyes end, Iama loft man, ¢
my lifeisgone. They that goe over where the Sea is d

at onetime, andflowesat another, but fo that if they miffe ,\‘;

J
with himfelf, 1had need make hafte now, for if the Sun be =

Pl

but half an houre,they are dead men , if by their watch they 4

finde the time is almoft come for the waters to returne, then
their hearts are daunted , and they fay one to another, we
had need make hafte, for the timeis almoftat anend. O con-
fider this you old men , that have negleed ¢he time of your
' - R 2 - youth,
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youth , and now your time is almoft at an end , know in this -

_ yourday the things of yourpeace, double now your dili-

gence. Itisamoft dreadful thing to fee an old wicked man,

an old finner, an old fcorner, an old carnal wretch, that

- neverunderftood the great bufineffe that he came into the

world for.

Secondly , this concernes all prophane wretches , who in-
ftead of doing the work of their time , and preparing for their
everlafting eftate , goe direly backwards, and make the
breach between God and their fouls wider. If a man have a

) i’oumey to goefor his life, and he muft goe it before the Sun

e fet, and he goes a ?uitc contrary way; when he be-
ginstorefle&t upon himfelf , hethen fayes, where am I 2 If
the Sun goe downe before I am at my journeyes end , Iam a
dead man : fois it with you that goe on in wayes of pro-

hanefle, God hath fent you here tolive; to the praife of
Eis name, and to work out your falvation with feare and
‘trembling ,-andyou have gone dire&ly backward, and the

stime of your lives hath been fpent in nothing elfe , but in-

~ making fyour felves feaven-fold miore the children of wrath

then before : you had need now look to your felves ; for if

youdyein your courfe of prophancfle you are undone for
€ver. ' h

Thirdly , for thofe that have been herctofore in a good
forwardneffe in the way of life and falvation, that have had
fome ftirrings of confcience in them), but yet through the
violence of their lufts have been turned back againe, and have
fallen offfrom their former flate; certainly this point mighe
frikethee to theheart.  As a man that is to goe over the Sea
for his life by fuch a time , and he hath a good gale for the
prefent , but when he is come neer the haven , a great guft
drives him back againe; O whata fad condition is this man
in? fo is it with thee ; the time was when thou hadft a good
gale; God came gracioufly to thee, bythe work of his {pirit,

-and thou feemedft to beina good forwardnefle in the work
‘thou waft borne for ; but the guft of fin , and the violence of
o, hath carried thee quite back againe,, and now thou art

-

——
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 further off then before : how fhould this awaken thee to im-
proveall thy time and opportunities to the uttermoft for the
good of thy foul.

Againe , this concernes thofe that upon every difcontent

- wifhchemfelves dead 3 asfome froward people, if any thing
crofles them 3 they prefently wifh themfclvesin the grave.

vaine man and woman , doft thou know what thou doectt, to

- with the time of thy life at an end ? thou mayeft meet with

" another manner of difcontent then ever thou metft withall
v here 3 for after death comes judﬁcment. Amos §.18. Wee unto
youthat defire the day of the Lora , to what end is it for you?
the day of the Lord is darknefie and notlight. So 1 fay,woe to ~
~ them that in- a froward ‘mood- defire the day of the Lord,
which is not 4 day of light , butliketo be a day of darkneffe
unto them , for ought they can tell. Inftead of giving God
the praife of thy life , upori every fullen meod docft thou with
thy felf dead ?, thisisa great difhonourto the grace and mer-
’ cy of God exgended towards thee. R oo
Again , this concernes thofe that tpon every drunken occa-
fion, forawordor two, will venture their lives: tis true,
fooles will venture their lives for trifles, becaufe they know
not the worth of them 5 but thofe who know the worth of
their lives will not doe fo. . I remember aftory of Philofo-
pher,being at Sea and in danger-of his life , he was mightily
afraid , ‘and the Marriners werenot at all afraid : what (fay
they ) areyoua Philofopber afraid, when we rude-Marriners
docnot feare? T (fays he) there is reafon:for it} for if Idye,
a Philofopher is gone ; but for yon, your lives are not worth
much : fo they that are. ready to venture their lives in a-
drunken quarrel ; and will venture nothing for God , and a
‘good caufe , know not what their lives are worth , and that -
is the reafon they are fo willing to throw them away: o
p Again, it concernes thofethat in' trouble and. anguifh of

e —— ¢ -

e mr e —
‘

confcience are ready to lay violent hands upon themfelves

_ . to take away their lives 5 one woitld think this ppiﬂ(-“thus‘d"
! / t’d and applyed might for everkeep hiack fuch aJtcmPtation :
- for tume to cams, ! What.a.nuinﬁ_nitezdkfp;cratc.foily.lq g_k;::; :

. . t :
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that I thac am made fenfible of Gods wrath, and am afraid
of it, fhall yet doe that which may pucme irrecoverably in-
to it , and lzue me cternally in ic, asthey doe who lay vio.
lent hands upon themfelves. Ifany peoplein the world thould

defire the continuance of their lives, and prize them ata high -

. rate, thefe thatare troubled in confcience fhould doeic 5 they

.fhould pray Davids prayer, Pfaim.39.13. O [pare me, that T

may recover frength , before I goc bence arid be o more. And ufe

Gods own argument Pfa/m.103.13,14. where it is faid, God ™~

is merciful to his people , becaufc he remembers they are but
duft. Sodoe thou plead with Ged , and fay, O Lord, fpare
me, Iambut dn(r » and as a winde thac pafleth away and
fhall never returne againe; now is the time wherein thou:
hatt faid chou wilt be intreated : O let my life be continued,
for if this time be out , I am gone for ever. '

Lattly, this concernes thofe that have been (as they thought)

upon theirdeath beds., that have apprehended themfelves as

_sying, and have had this truth fomewhat fetled upon them, -

thathavefeen eternity before them , and have been in danger
gas they conceived) of everlafting ruine , and in their own
earts have reccived. judgement , -but God hath magriified
his mercytowards them , and reftored them againe : perhaps
in this condition when thou faweftand hadft the judgement in
thineown heart , -that thy timewas gonc, thou then madeft
promifesyand faydeft, O if God would fparemy life, whata
new man would Ibe! 1would be fure to.make ufe of my
timein another manner then ever heretofore: Well , God
hath raifed thee up againe,and what then? why now thou
wilt venture upon Gods patience ,” and his wrath too 5 O woe
80 thee;when thy dayes are ended, and this judgement comes,
it will fall dreadfully apon thee. o
 Wherefore my. brethren,let me fpeak to you all (for I am
not come this day onely to fpendvan houre with you, but to
doe your fouls fome good) be it knewnto you, this is yout
day , the day of grace and falvation: And yet once a{gainé,
in the mame of Gog , I declire unto you, th{s truth ({uppor
fing youhave

w

ic many tmes before ) chat there ispgtg't |
S e
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theworfl, the vileft in the congregation, that is come throngh
the providence of God before God this day, but for oughe -
we know it is poffible for thy finnes to be pardoned ; it is pof=
fible yet for thy foul to be faved , for God to be reconciled to
thee, and thisday it is once more declared to thee , that thoa
artnot yet ftated in eternal mifery, which might have b
thy condition before now : O that when you are gone home,
you would get into your clofets, and falldown before God,
and blefle him for this meffage , once more preached to you.
Beloved, ifI, orany of the fervants of the Eord » fhould be
fent by God to the gates of hell, with this meffage, O you -
damned fpirits , know from the Lord , that thereis a poflibi-
lity for you to be faved , certainly they would with joyfulnefle
- hearken to fuch tidings. Now thiscannot be preached to
them , but this may be, this is preached to the vileftand wic-
kedeft wretch , and enemy to God and goodneffe that is in
the congregation 5 and God declares this now to you, but
how long it will be before judgement comes to ftate thee in
another condition, thou canft not tell, therefere know in
this thy day the things of thy cternal peace: and who knows
what may depend upon one'day ? yet prayers and teares ma&
doe thee good; but flay a while, and though fireames of
bloud fhould flow from thee, and thou fhouldeft cry and
howle to God to all eternity , it would never doeit; there-
fore know your time ; itisa happy thing for 2 man to doe a -
bufinfle in fuch a time wherein he may have the benefit of it
amongftmen, though a thing be done, yet if not in the feafon
ofit, it Jofes of its worth and ¢fficacy : fo now prayers, and
teares, and mourning, and crying to God formercy, the
efficacy of thefe things are gone, except they be done in
time ; and for oughit thou knoweft unleffe they be done this -
- day , or to morrow, or very fhortly, they may doe thre
no good: at all :“thercfore now take your time; God pro~
claimes ands {ayes to every. one of you this day, Poor crea—-
tures , as ever you ¢xpe&t to recetve mercy in the day of
Chrift , look toit now;. for now the goldepdgepter is firetched|
- forth, nowistheacceprabletime, and : oférace and:

L TNy
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falvation, comein and accept of the offers and- tenders of
grace and mercy now , or elfe you are gone for ever. :
Wherefore then let chis take offall flightnefle of heart, and
thofe roving difpofitions of your fpirits , that run fo after !
vanities, Ifa man that were wildein his thoughts , and that §
had his eyes roving up and down, fhould have one fay to ‘
him, Sir, confider what you doe, for it concerles your life,
if you mifcarry you are adead man, it would make him call °
in his thoughts , and compofe his fpirit : fo, if thou haft a
flight and wandrini heart, this is faid to thee this day,
friend, poor foul, know what thou art doing ; even this
dayes work concernes thy life, thy eternal eftate,and take your
felves off from all creatures,til you have done fo great a work;
fo faies the Apoftle 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30, 31, 32. Bretbren, the time
is fborty it rematncth that both they thar bave Wives Le as if they
bad none 5 and they that weep as though they wept not3 and they
that rejosce as though they rejoiced not 3 and they that buy as though
- they poffeffed not 3 the time is_fhort. Theword is, the time ‘
is wrapt up, icis-folded up; it is a Metaphor taken from
cloth that is folded even to the very fagend : the timeis all
folded np (fayes the Apoftle) therefore let your hearts be
taken off from the creature. Truly brethren , whatever you
~ think of this soint, yet thofe that underftand themfelves a-

right , would not venture to be in an unconverted cftate one
half houre for ten thoufand worlds ; for they know that
when death comes, then judgement alfo comes. o
And you that are poor people, who live hardly ,-and in
great extremity inthisworld, yetfo long as you live here,
your condition is  comfortable ; for you have time to doe
that worke that is of fuch mighty confequence for the good
of your fouls: And indeed upon the confideration of this
oint , peoples hearts fhould be taken off from the creature 3 ‘
¥or aman had better live here in order tothat great work, -
though asa ftock or login the fire, then to be taken away
before he hath done that work he was fent into the world for.
When men arein paine, they would faine dye; I, but did
they kn ow whatwill be the’ ftate and condition of a wicked o
, ' C T man
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‘ma'nfimmediately after his death, they would rather Iive,
though as the miferableft creatures in the world.

- . Apnd confider all youyoung ones, now while God gives

you time, of this great work of making your peace with him.
If a man were to goe over Sca about a bufinefle of great
- weight, ‘after he comes upon the fhore , what fhould his
firft thought be ? let him firft make fure of his great work, and

" then be merry afterwards. If thou haft made fure of this

great work , that thy peace is madeup with God, and that
thy cverlafting eftate 1s fecure, then thou mayeft be m
amongft thy friends, and mayeft live joyfully , and comfor-
- tably all thy dayes. It was the complaint of one, thatArt
islong, and lifefhort ; but furely the art of providing for-e-
ternity isa long and difficult art, and thy life is fhort and
uncertaine: O.therefore doenot put off this great work, as
. Senecafpeakes of fome, they are alwayes about to doe, they
will ,. and they will , and are about, to live, butnever live.
/Q that you that are young ones would begin betimes; and
this point fetled upon the hearts of {oung ones, would caufe
<them to apply themfelves with_all their might to the great
work of theirfouls, And that which you do, be fureyou do
it with all yoar might ; which isthe Argument of the Holy
Ghoft, Ecclef.9.10. Whatjogver-thy hand findetb to dee , doe
it with thy might 3 for there is wo werky ner device 5 nov wifdome
- in the grave whither thou goeft. If ever thou hadft a work to
E\)t forth thy firength about, O doe it here, doe not onely
a

_moods , as perhaps at the hearing of fuch a truth as this is,
youhave fome fudden withes and inclinations 5 no, but work
~out your falvation with feare and trembling , and be fure to

take hold of all opportunities’, fecing fo much depends_upon
-the fhort time of your lives. Ifa man were to goe over Sea
. -forhis )ife,, and had a faire day and winde , it, were defperate
madnefle for him to fay , Well, I have two or thsee dayes
_more to goe over in ; and therefore I will not go now,-and (o
-negle&s his ﬁale; and when thofe days are paft, and .the laf
day comes, hethinks to go over, butcannot have a wind, for

ve fomefaint withes and defires ; and fome fudden good .



. ﬁcSaint:Truﬁnj.

aworld: fo, many think they will repent when they come

~ todye. Obuttakeheed when thou hafta gale that thou doeft

" not negle&t it, for feare it never come again ; and know that

if the Lord ftirres any of your hearts this day, or any other
day , by his word , and you neglet it, and goe to your bufi-
nefle, and fhops, and to your fenfual pleafuresand delights,
you may hereafterdefire to have fuch a time of the workin

of Gods fpirit againe, and if you would give a thoufand
worlds for it ( wereit in your power ) you cannot have it,

therefore take heed you doe not neglett this great work. And *

upon this ground labour’'to make fure work 3 for if a man
had awork to doe, and having done it amiffe , he mighe
mend it afterwards ) he need not be fo exa& abou ic : bucif
a man befecabouta work ; and he knowes when it is gone
out of his hands, he ean never mend it , he will not be care-
lefle in ic, but will lay his work to the rule, and labour to
makeall (ure. - Know , it is {o with youabout your eternal
condition : that which you doe in this world,muft be availa-
blefor ever; you cannot mend it afterwards. If after you
fee your felves caft, you fhould fay , O Lord give me farther
time, andlet me come into the world againe, and then I
will mend thisand the other fault that I was rebuked fors
God willfay , no; you cannat returne into the world again;
therefore it neerly concernes you to make all fure while you
tavetime. And doe¢not reft upon blinde hopes , and defpe-
rate adventures 5 Thopeit will be thus and thus with -mej

- but entertaine this thought, What if it fhould prove otherwife?

awhat if I fhould mif¢arry 2. this will mightily daunt the heare
of aman , efpecially if he knows that upon his mifcarriage,
heisundonetforever. o _ -

. Wet further , -(which is another branch of the exhortation)
‘my brérheéi never baulk any way of God for feare of fuffe-
sing 3 He-willing to fulfer any hardfhip for Gods way. How

Wiisic of thy eternal condition depends, then it
nd: {lieg¥o goe through fiech whatever comes in thy
way s asféFitiltance , fuppofe a4 man were going to fu@lb a
. ) o . 1 P ace

oHow? thus < If che time of thy life be that upon -

’,’.
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place , and he muft be thereat fuch a time for his life, and
riiﬁnﬁ apace through the ftreets the dogs bark ac_him (as ufu-
allyt

doth he regard the barking of the dogs : butdid a2 man ride
onely for his recreation , thenitwould be a little trouble-
fome to him : And when a man rides for hislife, though the

* clouds gather , and the raine falls, yet he will not returne 3
. and if he mect with foule and dirty. way , he will through dg’

or with a flough he will over it, becaufe it is for his life : but
if a man rides forrecreation onely , and meets with windes,

and clouds, and ftermes , he turnes back again. Andtruly -
brethren, the wayes of moft Chriftians in religion are ( me’
"thinks) fuch as if they took them up for recreation, and

e dogs bark moft ac thofe who ride fafteft) how little.

nothing elfe ; thereforeif therebe buta cloud arife, a little -
troubleand afflition appear, they repent their way, and .

prefently return back again. Obut did God reveal to thee

" 'what eternity is, and what deiends upon the courfé of thy

lifehere ? then though there be clouds, and flormes , and
tempefts, and rugged wayes, yer thou wilt be ready to goe
through all. The conclufion therefore is this, whenever

thou art tempted to fin,, labourby what thou haftheard this. -

day to repell temptadons ; and fay, God hath thewed me this
day the great errand and bufinefle I came into the world for 3
of what infinite concernment thofe things are, that depend

+ upon the timeof my life : fhall I then fatisfie ‘the Iufts and
_corruptions of my own heart, and gratifiethedevil , and the
world, andin the meane time negle& that which is of fo .

reat importance for the good of my foul? Then once again,

that you all knew in this yotr.day the things that concerne
your eternal peace!  Confider what hath been faid, and the
Lord give you underftanding hearts to make ufe of it.

 This ngor) was preacht April 29. 1641.
FINIS
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