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In times of Extremitie.

Hat the certaintie of the caufe of thofe fears, that are upon the heares

of people,is not yetapparent, buc that there are many diftraited fears

in their hearts, thatis apparent to the full; and therefore, though I prepared

for that ordinatie courfe, as formerlys yet for this tine,1 defire chat you would
turn to that Scripture(thae 1 might fpeak a word in feafon) in

Exopus 14, part of the 13 Verfe.
Stand flill, and fee the Salvation of the LORD.

B AR He beginning of the Verfe is thus,dnd Mofes (zid untothe peo-
R d pic,Fear ye not fland fiill,and fee the Salvation of the Lord. In
— B the former Chapter, we have Pharaob difmiffing 1/rael out of
€ czypt: In this Chapter we have him purfuing Ifrzel with a
M new-heated furie, againft all common fenfe and reafon, his
, ity malice and rage beforted him,becaufe God intended to de-
BN RG] ftoy him; though Gods hand appeared glorioufly for his
People before, yet Pharaoh will not fee the Majeftie of the Lord, but he fhall
ee it; he gathersall the ftrengrh thar poffibly he can, and feems too rafh in hig
. way, he overtakes, & overtakes them ina place of the greateft advantage thas
g:gibly could be; for the Text faith, that they were before Pi-babiroth, in the
verfe, between Migdol and the Sea, over againft Baal-xepbon,and that by
Gods appointment too : they were there when Pharash comes to find them,-
there the Seais before themyall the firength of £gypt is behind themsand they
were at Pi-habiroth Caverna, rupibus inclufi, fo turned by fome, not the proper
fignification, for Pi is the moyth, and babirath that fignifies foramen ; they
were got into a hole (as it were ) into the mouthof a hole , that was compai-
fed about with rocks en cach fide, that had high rocks about it fo the word
“imports : and not onely fo , but between SHigdol over againft Baal-gepbon:
Migdol fignifies a Tower, fo thatin that place the Egyprians had a Tower bailt
likewife: befides the advantage of the racks,and of the hills , these was a.

Tower:
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Yower built for their further firengrhening , and there the people of Ifrzel
were an unarmed people 3 yea , not onely by the Tower , bur they were over
againft Baal-zephon. | remember in the laft exercife, I fhewed you what Baal
was,and what feveral Baals there were that the Heathens worfhipped for their
gods, a general name ic is , fometimes for any other 1dol: This Baal-zephon ie
wasa god that they worfhipped upon this ground, they fad an Idol fetin thac
place , ac the going out of Egypt , that was to watch thofe thar were to go out,
for fo zeption comes of wii fpeculatus eft , the god was to warch , was to ftand
and watch any run-away-fervant, or any people that did go out of Egypt wich-
outany leave , they trufting in this Baal' that he would ftop them, ard ftay
them, and he was fet in that place for that very l‘g‘:lrpoﬁ-} ; and chereopon his
name was Baal-zepbon : As Conjurers by their Magick Arts will have cheir
fpels, fpirits thac fhall ftop men in fuch a place, they fhall not go out of fuch an
Orchyard, or fuch a yard where they come in : So the Egyptians had there by
their Magieal Ares, they got (as it were) a Spel a Baul-gepkon, a god to ftop

_peoplein chat place where they would have them ftopped : that is the mean-

ing of this name of the Idol Baal-zepbon. So that you fee what a frait Ifizel
_was inupon their going our of E¢ypt, they were got before the Sea, the Egyp-
tians had all their ftrength behind ,in a hole of rocks, & a Tower,and their god
to ftop them altogether, fo that they themfelves made fure of them, and faid,
that they were intanigled in che Land of the wildernefs; Being in- thofe great
fRraits their hearts began to fail them', they began to be extréamly troubled,
and in'amoft grievous diftemper of fpirjt chiey were’coming, and chiding with
Mofes,and faid to Mofesin the 11. verf. Becanfe thére were no gravés in Egy

haft thou taken us to die in the vildernefs , wherefore haft thou dealt thus with us., -

to carrie us forth out of Egypt? We had rather we had continued in Egypz ftill,

What ! Brought to thefe ftraights ! thefe excremities? fuch a perplexity as we -

are now in! would 10 God we had been in Egypt ; this was the bafenefs of their

fpirits,they would rather be under vile bondage, than endure any hazard,than -

be put to any ftrais and difficulties. Itis the bafenefs of the fpirits of many ac

- this day among us , becaufe they fee that thofe ways,that have been taken by
the Parliament brings fome troublefom difficulties, fome ftraits, they crie ont .

of the times,I would to Gpd we were,as we were before,we were well enongh
before, we were quiet enough bhefore , we never knew what fuch ftirs as thefe

- meant before , nowwe are bronght into thefe perplexities, I, this they have

broughe isinto; and thns they are ready to murmur and repine. Oh unthiank-

_ full, unworthy generation ! men, women of vile fpirits that thall dafo. It was

afpeech of (yrus, fpeaking unto his fonldiers., The Hiftorian hath this expref,
fion of him. Jtis the partof a true valiant man, either to live honourably , or
die honourably, one of theqy ; but that is the part of a bafe coward, rather to,
live bafely than to die honourably, rather to be under any’bafe fervirude,’

than to be in any hazard ‘of. their lives , though perhaps their lives may be -
- faved too. Iremember Philo vells us, even of women, (for inrhefe times, the

publick canfe of the Kingdom fuffers exceedingly much by the timorouf-
nefs of the fpirits of women) that being in danger of cheir enemies of being:

Broughe into bondage by them , they took their children and threw them it:;o' :
. ~ 4 , € -

-
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* the Rivers , with thefe words , You fhall not ferve , we had rather fee you die
than be flaves. I commend not thatfaét, that it was well done, but to thew
what a fpirit the Heathen women had to fee their childien die,rather than have
them bond-flaves:Indeed ,what were our lives worth? were they worth having,
if we return to our bondage again ? The utmoft of the danger is,our lives, the

- killing of our bodies,yet we hope God will preferve them too,but fuppofe the

worft,ic is but death; but if our lives fhould not be hazarded now,& if through

bafe cowardife, we fhould decline the caufe of God, furely our lives would not

be worth taking up, the living after that manner we are like to live , in that
bondage unto thefe Cavalliers, notorions wretches, blafphemers of God him-
felf,that would make our lives worth very little, ngy, your children perhapsto
be brought up in Popery, and ro hold a candletoa Mafs-Pricft at the Altar;

thae may be the imployment of your children , if fo be that they fhould five : -

Bat thefe people being now in this extremicy,& manifefting fo much paffion,
being in a diftemper; Mofes as the Captain of the Lord comes to the people, &
fpeaks bravely to thé,encouraging of them,faich Mofes, Fear not but ftand fiill,
wid fee vhe [alvation of the Lord : fland fill, the word is IXVPYY fate, it figni-
fies to fettle and compofe, to be in a fetled conditionsit is arefle& word upon
owr felves,fo the Learned know that it is to work upon our felves, to form,figni-
fies (o, it is as much as if he fhould fay, Do you work upon your own hearts,
togeg Youy hearts to ftand fill, work upon your hearts todo that, work argu-
suents upon your fpirits , and never leave working, untill you have wronghe
your hearts into fuch a frame, as thatyou may fland fiill, and be quier: At firft
even the deareft fervants of God will find their hearrs to fhake in time of ha-
Zards and extremities,, but when they come to work upon their fpirits , to
bring arguments to lay to their hearts , there they get fome advantage , that
their hearts grow qniet quickly : For that we have a notable Text in the ex-
ample of Ravid , in the 62. Pfiim, (faith David chete, in the 1. and 2. verfes)
Truly my foul waiteth upon God o from him cometh my falvation , be on-ly is my
Rock and my falyation.y he is my defence, 1 [ball not greatly be moved ; Mark, he
begins to eXercife Faith, and he fayes, he fhall not greatly be moved, as if he
fhould have faid, I cont 5 I cannot fay , but that my heare is fomewhat
ftirred , [ atrfomewhat afraid , and I feel fome working in my fpirit , buc I
“hope I fhall nor greatly be moved; he falls @ working upon his heart more,

and confiders of his innocencie ; and of the mifchievous device of the nngod-

ly 5 How long will ye imagine mifchief again® a man , ye (ball be [lain all of you;
then again in che $. verfes My foul wait thox onely mpon Cod, for my expetta-
tiom i fPeys him o De omely is my Rock : And then he repeats the words again , af
‘ver he had been rubbing upon his heart the fime meditation , then he fetches
in the words again , that he had in the 2. verles He onely is my Rock and my
Jalvations bur mark now , what advant:fe he gets of himfelf , inthe 6. verfe,
Heonely is my Rock and my [alvation , and my defence, 1 fhall not be moved ; be-
fore, he is my Rock , my falvation , my defence , I fhall not greatly be moved,
bur after he had been working further upon his own heart ; then he gains and

~ ‘fayes, now he is my Rock , and my falvation, and mydefence, I fhall zot
e moved ; 1 have overcome thefe diftra&i{g fears , I have got the ad-
. : : vantage
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vantage and the victory,blefled be God,I have overcome them,God is my fa} 1
vation , and my glorie ; now he begins to glorie and triumpl after be had |
wrought upon himfelf; So thac he in this did indeed ftand flill in this phrafe, |
by working upon his own heart, though he was ftirred a little ac firft , yer he
got the viftorie : So indced not to be moved, the feventy turn this word,ftand
ftill Bere onely , but yet the notes upon ic, they. fay itisread likewife fletite, |
tharis, a ftanding faft , ffand faf2, it is a word , taken from Souldiers in their |
ranks 5 Souldicrs that are in their ranks when they apprehend a danger , the
muft nos go out of their way , becaule of the danger , it is as much as the
lives are worth,to go out of the way,buz they muft ftand, they muft fand i 4,
though there be never fuch danger , yet they muft fand fiill in their ranks :
thay is the meaning of théword : I (hall open more what the meaning of the
‘holy Ghoft is byand by , what kind of ftand fti# , thisfhould be; but thus
for theword , it is fuch a ftand ftill , asthe Souldiers have in their ranks , not
o go out of their ranks for fear. The word is ufed in Scriprure divers times”
for, ftanding faft , asin the firftof ‘Pbil:'gpiam 27. That you f2aud faft in one
fpirit; now the word faft, is nat in the Greek Text, but onely the other
word in the Greek Text; and fo you have the fame word in the other Scri
tures 5 inthe firft of the Corinthians 16, 13. watchye o ftand faft in the fairb,
Statite,it is onely. two words inthe Greek , as itisin the Englith, ftand faft 5
fo that this [zand:, is notenely a flanding, but a flanding faft , ftand gill in:
your ranks, faft, be not in a_hurry up and down, and be not in a confuofion: I
upon danger Souldiersfhould fpre[cntly» be in a confufion in the Army , what
would become of them ? and fo the truth is, in a Citie , in any place , where
there is.any danger., if &eople grow to a confufion , they are gone, they are-
loft, you muftftand ftill in yourranks, land fill. There are feveral ftand.
ftils, fome very vile and naught, and other.very good : there is furft, -

1. 4 fand [ill out ? amaxement , When a man through fear is at a ftand,.
and dares not flir any furcher ; now this cannot be meant in the Text; for Mo~
fes faith, Fear not, but ftand ftill , therefore it'is not a {tanding flill.out of fear,
becaufe I am aftonifhed. . .
2.. There-is a ftand fLill, out of ignorance 5 Becaufg I:do not know which way

to take 5.and thisis notin the Textneither : ThuS many in eur time 5 they
ftand ftill, chey plead ignorance 5 they ftand ftill,.they will be of nefide , and
they plead ignorance,they know not what to dosthey fay,they know-not whae
todo , one faith one thing , and another faith another thing , the King.com-
‘mands one thing!, and the Parliament another, they know not whattodo; to

£0 againft the King ;. is it not rebellion? and fo they.ftand: flill becaufe they-
plead ignarance , and their confciences are notinformed. It hath been the
‘work of divers Minifters that have hazarded themfelves in this,to open to you

the Counfel of God , and to fet your confciences at liberty 5 divers things I
‘have fpcken in this place, but certainly men do blind their own eyes,and are
willing to ftand fRill, toplead ignorance , afterfo much light revealed : Itis
ftrange that any rational man fhould fpeak of rebellion nows; when as we
kaow, that the King himfelf fent aid to the Rochellers,and that (we know) iin

the cafe of their, liberties , and religion , they took up Arms.to defend t?cjm-
. ’ elves
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felves againft their own King,and he fent help to them, furely he did not him-
felf take thent to be Rebels : and I(ini JFames in his anfwer to Byron that in-
veighs againﬁ theProteftants in France,he doth ftand tojuftific what the Prc-

ts in France did,even Kjng Fames himfelf in that book of his, in his an-
fwer to Byron s and befides we muft acknowledge all the Proteftant Chufches
in the World to be Rebels, if it be Rebellion, meerly to take up Arms.
Know we not that our own King hath matched his Daughter to the the young
Prince of Orange , now we know the Prince of Orange is the General of the
States intheir fields , asthe Earl of Effex is the General -of onr Forces here 3
and their bufinefs againft the King of Spain (ic was their praife) to defend
their Liberties , and Religion , and ftill they maintain the fame quarrel, and
the Prince of Orange he is their General,and undertakes ic : We defire nothing
bat the maintenance of our Liberty and of onr Religion,though things be not
gone fofar yet, as to take our eftates, yet the caufe that they began withall,it is
our. caufe, and what the General was there , the famein akind (there is not
great difference) heges and certainly if it were Rebellion, our King would
never have match’d his Daughterunto the Son of fucha Rebel; if it fhould be
Rebellion meerly to take up Arms to defend Religion, and to defend the Li-
berties of the Countrey that are according unto Laws ; yea, we know further,
thatthe King himfelf hath acknowledged our brethren the Scots , to be loving
Subjedis, to%x:
canfe ? nay, have we done fo much in our cavfe, as they have done? how ge-
nerally was it there in their Kingdom? And fhall ic be acknowledged they

are loving Subjedts doing fo much, and we acconnted Rebels? Surely no man.

can plead, to ftand ftill through ignorance upon that ground. . -

+ 3. There isathird ftand flill, the truth is, though it be not through
ignorance, it is through a worfe principle, and thatis of Nesteralizing; thac-
is, when men, though they are informed well enongh, et they ftand ftill to
fee which will be the ftrongeft fide, and are loth to appear yet,they know not
which fide will moft prevail , bat they have fucha principle'in their fpirits , to
go tothe ftrongeft fide, which way foever it be, onely they ftand 4till
till it appear: My brethren, certainly we can admic of no Neuters in thefe

times 5 the times are grown to agreacer hei&ht,than that any fhould be admit- -

ted as a Neuter, either for ps of againft us: whatfoever is not for us at
this n‘{imc, now coming to this ftraight , maywell be concluded to be a-
gainft vs. :

4. Thereisa fourthwicked ftand-f3ill , and that is.out fullennefs of [irits

and thatis more particular, and thatis of many men and women , efpecially

- thae are in fome troubles of confcience ,and when they are feeking of God and

performing duties that God requires of them , and do not find that encoun-

‘tagement chat their heasts defire, they leave off all, .and have no mind 10

do any thing , bot even ftand ftill and die , and will-even fink in a fullen dif-
couragement, and go no farther, leave off their work, leave off duty ,what
fhould I go on in doing duty, for I get no good by it , I am never a whit the
better: and fo they ftand flill out of a follen difcouragement : The Devil

* himfelf is the moft difcouraged Spirit in the ijﬂ/otld , and yet he is the
- 2
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prondeft Spiritin the World ; and this ftanding ftill out of difconragement, -

;.my come out of pride , and ftoutnefs of heart, though you think it is out of
amilicy. : :

"s. There is a fluggith fanding §till, and that is finfull and wicked , when
people ftand ftill becaufethey are idle and ave lath to venture themfelvesyor to pur
them/ Ires to srouble, o goforward in any warkythis work is tedious;and thus the
fluggard he ftands ftill, and is ready to catch atany argument, that may plead
for his ftanding fill:My brethren,this is net that ftand ftill here,thar we fhould
ftand ftill and do nothing, and be floggards ; na, but the fend (il here is,
after we have gone on, aud done to the utmoft that we are able, that then we
fhould fand fiillyand commit the work ta God , as if we had done nothing at
alls there is the fand fill 1 {hall fpeak of more prefentlys As that worth

Divine faid , he would labour to preach, as if he expe&ed no affiftance , aad

then he would expet affiftauce, as if he had not laboured at all 5 So Warriogs
and people in danger , they fhould prepare in the ufe of all means , as if they
expedted no further help, and then they thould expe& help from God, as'if
they had ufed no means at all ; fo we muft ufe means : As that brave fpeech of
Foab, come let us play the mem, let us figh for our Cities and the people of onr

. God, and then let God do whit feemeth him good 3 then he wounld ftand fiil,

and look fer his falvation of God ; a fpeech even of Foab himfelf , not thea a
fluggith fland fRill, it is no hinderance atall to any preparations that may be
ufed ; therefore all thefe are nanghe. :

6. Thereisan obediential ftand fiill 5 that is , for the heares of men and wos
men to ftand flill, to wait,to know further of Gods mind, what God revealeth,,

our hearts are willing to yield unto , and we will liften to hear what the mind -
- of God further is, what God would have us to do; to ftand flill , to hearken to

what the Lord would have usto do, with hearts refign’d up to him , and re-
fﬂcd to walllk accordingly to it 5 this is good , and that is fomewhag of it byt
thatisnor all. :

7. There is a fanst flill out of Faith; a believing fland fiill; and that is,when

(though in the greareft extremity) I having nfed what means I can for hel
;gg me, Yer 1 fee my felf wrapped up in extremity, I will now exercife Faic
irft, ' :

1. Toquietmyearts to get our of my fpiric thofe diftratting thoughts of
that hurry and tumult chat there isin the heart,and to get all filenced,all mor-
murings,all diftrattions,all giddinefs of fpirit, and uproar thit many times is in
the hearts of men and women in time of danger 3 fo by Faith I come toquiet
thefe, and to get my heart to be flill, to be flill within me ; Be ftill, Omy fouls
and cherefcre the Scriptare exprefles the waiting upon God owt of Faith by
aword of filence , inthe d2. Pfalm, at the beginning , and verfe 5. My fonl
waits upon God , it is filenced 5 fo the Hebrew word fignifies , ic figrifies a

Sfiencein God : there is mawy times in the hearts of men and women (when
they apprehend any danger ) a grear deal of hurrying and noile in their
hearts, all is ina combuftion in their hearrs 5.it is a grievons thisg to fee a
Citieall in 2 combuftion, and in a tumules there are masy men and wos
mens heasts , in. as greac a cumulc upon apprehenfion of ‘danger , as

_ : many

1
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wnany times 2 whole Citie is; there is arifing in their hearts,and a mighty noife
there : Sometimes they keep (it may be in private and publick exigences)
their tongues filent, but their heares boil within them : but your hearts muft
be filent, you muft crie to your hearc , be filent there ; my heart is now ina

" mutiny,anda great deal of ftir , crie filence to your hearts , that your hearts
and thoughts may be compofed ; that is the meaning of the word, that there
fhould bea fetled compofed frame of fpirit in the hearts of men and women,
in the times of extremity: thatisthefirft. Secondly,

. a2, Whenic is oucof Faith,there flnld be a keeping our Ratipns till God calls
s oxt 3 not to run upand down chis way and that way, and co think of nothing
but of fhifting couries , to fhift for our felves: As in time of danger ( I verily
believe) if we could look into the thqughts of many men and women , they
fcarce have any thought but meerly of fhifring their place or houfe; th:g
think to fhift for themfelves : Now we fhould not bufie our thoughts fo mu
about fhifting, as abont quieting our hearts in,believing : for (my brethren)in .
times of extremity of danger, God calleth for courage more than difcretion 3
though it is true , difcretion is not excloded 5 yet that is not that explicite

& fpecial work that is called for in times of danger; I mean difcretion to fhift

for your felves 5 but difcretion (o far as may improve courage : the main work

. thatGod now galls for at this time, it is courage and difcretion, and Prodenge,

" onely fo far as to mannage courage, and todrive it on forther, ard to improve:

iit, not to abate it, that is not the dilcretion certainly that now is called for ,bue

tokeep our fiation. . : : - .

Queft. Bucyon will fay 5 Iz time of danger may we not fly ? muft menkeep.

their fations ? is it not Lawfull to avoid danger and to fly ? Then we [ball accufe
anany of our bretbren, that beretofore bave fled in time of danger. :
. Anfw. (My brethren) you are to know , that the cafe now is far different:
from the cafe that was heretofore ; the cafe heretofore was efpecially (for the-
prefent) diretted againft particulars , not againft the general, theugh. there.
were plots again{t the general,but the hazard and the danger was againft fuch,
and fuch particular men , as efpecially your Minifters that were moft faichfull
and confcionable, they were the fore-frent,they did hear the brunt, asd itwas.

-aimed efpecially againft them> now the cafe is far different when the aim of

the Adverfary isagainft parcicularsy and not againft the godly in generalswhen

it is againft particulars, there may be all Lawfull means , by an avoiding and

flying:when itis againft the godly in general,then every one fhonld ftand ftill,
and keep in their ways and ftarions , ta came in, and add what ftrengch they
can to the publick caufe; and certainly thofe that fhall fhitt then , and think
to fly then, God may juftly meet with them as weread of Feremiah , and

Wrijab, Urijah the Pricft flies in publick time of danger , and he was fent for,

and catched, and put to death 5 Feremiab flayes,and is faved : Bar when the
cafe is the danger of parricylar perfons,then it is nothing againft this Texc, to
fly in any lawfull way;many people will.cry out againft flying by a lawfull way
in times of danger, becaofe they think they may fhift from yinﬁ:hcmfelves 5 !
and if others that are in danger fhould notdofo , they would be far enough,
from helping and affifting them in cxuemitifs s and yet they will be crying

A ‘ 3 . out
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out againft it Peter Martyr I remember hath this anfwer to it; Itis juft for all
the World in this cale, as 2 man that hath a dangerous ficknefs-upon him , and
the Phyficians tell him , there isno way but by raking fuch ftrong Phyfick , or
by cutting off a leg, or a limb,now he comes and pleads, I will not fodiftruft
God, and be fo impatient of my prefent pain , asto take fuch a courfe to help
me, 'le rather continue patientand quiet » and endure my prefent pain, and
truft in God racher than put my felf to any fuch hazard ; now is this man more
patient , than another man thac will také fuch ftrong Phyfick,or have a mem-
ber cutoff? Isir through the ftrength of his patience? No, it is rather throogh
the weaknefs of his fpirit, becaufe the other is a cereain gfeat pain and hazard,
and while he goes onin the ufe of ordinarie means he hath a leffer pain , with
hope that he may be delivered from a greater , and preferved himfelf. Seo this
is"the Obje&tion againft flying in parricular danger , becaufe the flying is a
certain great fuffering , they that have fled , have found it fo : now others will
rather fatisfie themfelves to engure a little uocertain fuffering ; than togo -
upon a certain great foffering s and thatis the very ground. Buc that this is
not againft Faith at all, to fly in danger, when it is particularlyaimed ac
particulars , 'le give yon but a Scripture or two for that to cleer it, thatitis
not againft Faith, Itis remarkable (we might fpend a’ great deal of our time
in shis cafe here, but have done with ic) in the 10. of Matthensy whon they per-
fecute you (faith Chrift) in this Cisic, fiy into another : he fpeaks of particular .
perfecution of this or that body, and not of a whole Kingdom: now flee (fay
they!) we #ill be more believing, and gruftin God, and not be afraid,have we
not a_good caufe, and is not God with us ? this would argue too much fear 3
Mark , in the next words Chrift fpeaks after he had given them liberty , ‘and
commanded them tofly ; (Githhe) fear them not therefore (though it is the
next thing he fpeaks of in the 28. verfi) and- fear not them that kill the body =
u fee thefe two can well ftand together , thacthere isno fear of them thae
can kill the body,and yet there is 2 flying; and fo Chrift himfelf flies in tHe 125
of Matthew, when he did but hear what Herod didto 7ebn,(when Jefus knew

* i, that was when the Pharifees fought him) when he knew it, he did with-

. draw himfelf, in the 12.and 13. verfes, And when Jefws beard of it, be departed
thewce, drc.. When he heard but what was done to fobn , Chrift withdrew
timfelfand went away : Therefore it may ftand:wich Faith, fo to avoid danger
in particular-cafes : But now when perfecution is gencral, we are to ffavd flill
and nor avoid our ftation. - : C

" The third thing of this ffand [till of Faith is , The looking up for the [alvation

“of God, the expedting a good iffue one way or other 5 1 kaow not how falva- -

rion.wjll come, buc that there will be falvation one way or other, that my foul
refts.upon ; 7 ffand not §till ouc of ftoumefs of fpirit, or becaufe I think I have
 mear¥ enough to refift, whether 1 have means or no, when 1am putinto the .
greateft cxremity, yet I can fland flill , and look for falvation. What! fland
$iily and look for the falvation of the Lotd ? what talk you of falvation (might
they fay-to Mofes) when there is nothing but deftrution before us? Tiue, if
Jou look before you, behind you , and without you, and within your felves;
there is nothing hut deftruétion, yet look up to Heaven,and these is fakct!!}on‘,t
A ) y
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In the greatest Extremities.
Pand fiill and [eetbe [alvation of the Lord. 1have doneno more than the meet
opening of the Text,and what is contained in it : There are thefe four Doctri-

. mal conclufiens in the Text.

v Do&t. That when God isin a way of mercie and falvation to bis people , be

doth many times bring them into great firaights ,even then when le is in a way of
alvation. .
/ 2. Do. That intime of thefe great Siraights , even the people of God are [ubw
Ject to bave their hearts to be overwhelmed with trouble, diféracting fears,and to be
difquieted. : : .
f;l. Do&. Thatit is our duty to fand flill, keep quict, and look for Gods Salvg-

siom inthe time of thegreateft fiyaights. .

4, Dot That the fight of Gods falvatien coming after fraights , is a gloyious

. fight to bebold : Stand b, fee the [alvation of God. Thefe are the four. For the .

 then. ‘

Fitft, when God is in a wayof falvation, yet he may and doth divers times bring
bis people into very great frasghs. Truly,This firaightin the Text is exceeding
remarkable : but I’le fhew you further, how when God was abour to fave this
people of Ifvacl out of the Egyprian bondage , (whichis the work God hath
now to do with us,to fave us out of the Egyptian bondage that we were in, &
that we were going further into,) after they were delivered from this fivaighe,
fiom Pharaob and all his hoftsyet in the 15.Chap.youfhall find, (the very nexc

15T

Chapter; Jafter they were come out of the Sea,they prefently wanted waterco

drink, yea,'the waters were bicter that they could not drink them (faich the
Text 15.verf.) The waters were bitterythey could not drink them,they were ready
to perifh for want of water : As foon as ever they were delivered out of that

" ftraight,Mark the 16.Ch.they were in another as bad as thit,thereby you fhall

find they want bread;& were ready to ftarve for hanger; in Chap.16.2,3. 4nd
all the Affembly were ready to be killed for hmgc‘r(rhc texe faith:)well, Mofes cries

c{ them out of that firaight too:In the next Chap. they
were inas great a firaight too : They pitched at Rephidim , and there they bad no
watér-te drink again:1 might go throngh the ftorie, and thew you in the wilder-

- nefs,what great ftraights God put them in,and yet God was working falvation

for them. When they come to poflefs the land, (becaufe I willnot go through

the florie, the time will not permit) they have Fordan to pafs over without any -

byidge,whether the bridges were cut down,or whether theie were none I can*-
not tell ; bue it was more danger to pafs over the bridges (if there wereany)
becaufe ac that time (the Texe faith) it was that Fordan floxed over all bis
banks : fo then it was at the worft time that could be, when the banks of Jor-
sdan were all overflowed, yet God delivered them out of that ftraighc 5 wheu
they were got over, there I might fhew you many other firaights , but I fhall
mention onely one , that was this : The firft enemy the people of God foughe
withall in Canaan , they were difcomfited , they were beaten back at the

firft batrel chat ever they fonght , when they came to fetupon the Land of

(anaan , and to fight with the adverfary , there the adverfary comes out, and
gets the day , and makes them fly before them , that was ac the fight ac A7,
They fled before the men of Ai,upon this 7a[€:¢a fell down upon the groum‘i‘ 5

4 Why

-
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Why Lord ! What, are we come to this? Afrer all thefe ftraights thar we
come Rrow to fight with the people of Canagn , and they at the very firft blow
have the day, and make us fly before them? now ali the people will come
oat againft us. Iffo be people have fuch diftrating fears now , fupofe there
fhould be 2 meeting of both Armies, & you fhonld hear that one Army flies
before another, that our Men fly-before thofe that come out againt them, be-
fore the Cavalliers, what a fear and diftra&tion woulq thg‘rc l_)e then? yetfo i¢
was with the people of Ifvae/,though God was coming in with fuch a mighry
hand to deliver them, and to poflefs them of canaau,yet as the very firft blow,
they had the worft,& the people overcame chem: [t would take a mighty deal
of time to fhew you the ftraights that David, & Fofiab,& febofbaphat, & Heze
kiab were in , I'le only give you a word ot two about David,becaufe it may be
a very great help to poor troubled fpirits in time of ftraights 5 David he was
infuch ftraights fometimes, that he profe{les himfelf even overwbelmed , Pfal.
61.% the beginnin‘.%:'You!hau find P.77.4. He coxld not fpeak.Many poor fouls
are in grievousafflitions , gnd when we put them to go and open their hearts
to God and men , Oh I cannotfpeak (fay they) David was infuch firaighes
thar he could not fpeak, yea be could not fo much as loak up,Pfal.40. 32, not fo
‘much as look up t0 God, grievous ftraights that he was in. And the,people of
Ifracl in their other Captivity , there were mountains before them; whae
ftraights did God pucthem into ? When they were come forth of Babylon , In
‘Zach.4.what art thow O great viountain, that art before thew ? But examples will
be needlefs toilluftrate the thing , it is fo cleer , that thus was Gods dealin

with his people. Aswith wicked men,whei God is in a way of wrach again

- theungodly, he many rimes fuffers them to profper in the higheft way , with

the moft flourifhing profperity that ever they had in their lives: So when he is
in a way of falvation of his Saints,he lets them be in che loweft ebbe thar ever
they were inin all their lives:As in 7ob. 20.faith the rexc there at the 5. v.Ix

- bz fulnc(s of bis fufficiency be fball te in firaights.1n the fulnefs of hig fuffieiencys

whag a phrafe is hese ! A wicked man fnll be.in firaights when he s full, when
he Eath fufficient (as he thinks )in the fallnefs of his fufficiency he fhall be in
ftraights : and on the other fide ,a godly man ia his greateft firaights , he hath
afulnefs of fufficiency; I will fhew you thas cleersin 2 Cor. 1. 5. Asthe fuffer-
ings of Chbrift abound in us , fo our cosfolation alfo aboundeth by Chrift : We
have a fulnefs of Confolation, whenwe have a fulnefs of fuffering ; yea,
net onely abound , but do fiper-abound, for fo the word is5 in 2.Cor. 7. 4. X
am ({aithhe) filled with comfort, 1 am exceeding (oyfill in.ald eur tribulationss
‘We are brought into tribulation , into greac ftraights , and I havea ful-
nefs filld with comforts and exceeding joyfull , more than abondancly,
joyfull; fotheword fignifies: thereis aboundjngin the other text, but here
isa fuper added to it,a fuper-abounding more than joyfull, not in rimes of
profpetity onely : Carnall hearts never know now to rejoyae but in times of
profperity , when they can eat, and drink , and play , thea they can be merry;
but theSaints know how to joy,how ro be fil'd with joy,how to abound in joy,
and how to be exceedingly abounding in joy,when they are in tribulation:

_Thus , as wicked men are in. ﬂraighg'm their fufficiences, fo godly men

) when
’,.(
o .
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when God is in a way of comfort, they may be in a way of greataffiittion, and
the reafon ofit may be, ’

- %+'Reafon. Becanfe God will humble bis people , when beisin away of falva-
zion : when God intends the greateft good to his people, and to raife them
the higlgft, he is very carefull to keep them very low 3 that hath alwaies-been
the manner of Gods adminiftrations: You fec the reafun of the peoples having
fRraights in the wildernefs, ic was from hence , in the 8. of Deuteronomy , there
God gives the reafon , in the fecond verfe , Thox fbait remember all the way,

_ Which the Lord thy.God led.thee thefe fourtyyears in the wildernef , vo what end?
why were they fo long in the wildernefs? it was (faich the text)to bumble thems

1 brought thee into thee wildernefs,and it was to humblee thee:Doth God(my
brethren) bring us into firaights , now in thefe times? Certainly he is in a way
of {alvacion for England , he is in a way of falvation to dous good in the latter

_end, but yet he is bringihg us into ftraights, Oh ! we maythank the pride of
our fpirits , we have not been bronght low enough to this very day: There
hath-been (indeed) fome humiliation of fomcntg the people of God, in fafting
and praying, they have humbled their fouls; but yetthough there hath been
humble expreflions , yet not humble hearts ; for after thofe times they have
had (many of them) exceeding froward fpirits , and that argues apparently,

- their hearts are not hambled & broken, when their (pirits after daies of humi-
liation , ftill fhould be fraward and petti(h as before : But efpecially for the
generallity of the Kingdom,how far are we fromteing an humbled people!we
are not you capable of what inercy God intendethfor us,in this regarc’;becaufe
we are nothumbled 5 Oh the. exceeding pertifhnefs, envie ,'and: pride (and

. worfe a great deal) not onely in many people of the Land , but evenia thofe
that are godly and gracious ! how are thefpitits of men , of one brother op-
pofite toanother ! that becaufe there is fome difference in judgment in foch.
and fuch a thing ; O they ceuld be content (many of them) to have them rid
out of the.Land ,-and.if God did not prevent (whereas the  prefecution by

Bifhaps is now at an end Jwho knows (except God humble their héarts more)

whether many of Gods dear fervantsthat do but differ in fome point of judge=
ment, might not-meet with 2 great deal of fufferings, even from thofe thatare
godly yand that is the worft fuffering, better a -thoufand times fuffer from
wicked men,it is not fo hard to the fpirits of godly men to fuffer from never fo
many Bithops, and wicked men , 2s to fuffer from ope godly. man: Oh' there
wants that charity and rendernefs of fpivit ,one --towards another that
fhould be 5 we are not yet humbled and -brought upon ourKnees; and
therefore it is juft with God to lay us wponour backs awhile, or that we
fhould even be with our faces upon the- grouwng , & confounded in"our own:
 thouglits before that great Salvation comes that Ged intendeth for ns. That’s

thé fuft Reafon. - S R

. 2Reaf. God briags to firaights , becaufa he takes much delight in the Exercife
of futh. My beloved) Faith, itisa moft glorious.grace 5-it isone of thet
-moft glogious things that'ever God enabled any creature toxlo ;and aépecially
now, whenthereis fo much guilt upenthem ; it isa more glotipus wotk:

- than' Adam performed in Innoceney , For a poor creature to belgeve vpon

God,.
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God , forhisgood here; and in the midft of all extremities torely upon
him , itisa moft glorious work, and God is exceedingly delighted init, and
therefore the Scriprure calleth Faith , Precious Faith,. in the gcginning‘of the
2 Epiftle of Peter : now God loves , the alting of precioys things : God loves
to fee the aitings of all his Creatures , every Creature a@ivein hisway 5 but
whenGod hath put fuch a Precions grace as Faith into the heart; Oh! how
God doth delight to fee the a&ting of that precious FaitH 3 and therefore it
hath been the way of God to go-quite croffe, after the Lord hath made a
promife of mercy and falvation, he goes feemingly croffe , onely to exercife

Faich3 1 think [ have told you fometimes of that to #brabam ,.that there

were but two promifes made to him, firft, Thac the Country that God would
give him , fhould flow with milk and honey : and fecondly, His fbed fhould
be as ftars of Heaven : and- mark what way God goes to bring this sbour , AF
foon as ever he gets into Casean , he was ready to Rarve. there 5 1s#his the
country that flows with milk and honey? And then for the other ,Hisfeed
fhould be as the flars of Heaven 5 he ftayed twenty years before he had £
child , and Ifaac ftayed fourty years-before he had achild 5 and yet his feed
fhould be great ; and Ifzac muft be killed too : and then there was another
thing exercifed his faith , he would give him the Land , and yet notwith-
ftanding, during his life, he moft not poffefie one foot of the Land, but onely
a burying- place , and what was the reafon of all this 3 it-was to exercife his
faith ; and the promife God makes to his Son Chrift, I w4l give thee the beathen
for thing inberitance , and the uttesmoft parts of the varsh for thy poffefien ; yec

Chrift moft not have a hole ro hide his head in y he hathnot fo much as the .

. Foxesand the Birds have to hide his head in.. Thusthe wayof God is , to

feeme to go quite contrary, that he might draw forththatgloriovs work ef
faithhefo.much delights in; and becaufe this is the onely time of exercifing
this precious Grace , and. there fhall be no fach faith in Heaven exercifedss
this is, and therefore God (becaufe he will have as much as may be of the ex-
cellency of this faith) though he be in 2 way offalvation, he brings his people
mto ﬁmghts. - . ’

3. Real. Becaufz the Lovd delights fo much in the prayers of his people, that be

© might draw out their prayers : Oh ! the voice is fweet,the voice of prayer itis

very melodiops in the ears of God : ic’s true , God delights in a praifing voice
0o, buc here in this world, rather in prayer’, why ? becanfe God fhall havea
Praifing voice to all eternity , Gods Saints fhall be praifing him to all eterni-
ty,but they fhall not be Praying to him to all eternity 5 now God delighting
fo much in the praying voice of his Saints , and he knowing he fhall have a
at deal of praife from his Pco'ple » when they are delivered from great trou-
les’, ne marvel he doth exerci :
than Heaven and Earth, is , the exercife of the Faith , and the Prayersof his
people, they are the moft pleafing things toGod in all the world ; and-there-
fore he brings into firaights. - ,
" 4. Reaf. Becaufe God would diftover wicked men: ‘Before he brings his great
falvation, he would difcover thofe that are vile and wicked , that he fhould
not partake of that great falvation : As in our rimes, we know m

~
a

e his people : that which pleafes God more .

A
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God in every ftraight we have been in, hath made fome ufeful difcovery to us,
it hath been adifcovering time of many:that we have known to bevile and
naughr, that we did notkapw. before : Luke 2. 35. (you know the place) 4
Jword [ball pierce thoregliiby fout, why ? that the thoughts of many may.be difco-
wered : there fhall beita: affli&ions and troubles, & the end I aim at s, to di-
fcover the thovghts®f hiany ¢ How have mens thoughts been difcovered by
plors 2 Which God ﬁ ; Jbringing his People into {anaan, he would not have a

rebellions generacH in among them,and all the trouble they had in the
wilderneffe:,ic-wiS by'a mixture of a bafe and vile generation , that you have

RS
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plain in Nuwsb. 1i. When they were in fuch a diftrefled condition, & in a mur- -

muring and:3 vexing way : mark the 4. verfe, The mixt multicude that was
among theffelda lufisg : They difturbed all the hoft of God. And cercainly i
men fhoginor be difcovered , more than they are , if God fhould come to fet
up 2 fulkformatiopdmongft us here in England',to bring us to that Canaan
we defis€,we fjould be fo troubled with a mixe multirude the mixe multitude
would fo veéx & ¥rditble the Church of God , that they fhould fcarce ever have
Peaceamong thenifelves 5 and therefore God in mercy will difcover them be-
forehand , before Canaan comes he will difcover this mixt multitnde..
S. Reaf. God will bring them into ftraitghs, Becaufe be might give occhfion to
the Advei[ary tovent bis malice to the utmoft, and to ripen his fin , that it may be
vipe to thefull y before God comes to deliver us 3 that they may be gathered to-
gether to be a greatfacrifice tothe Lord 5 therefore Gods People are broughe
to fuch firaighte,thae if chey will blafpheme , they fhall blafpheme to the full.
1n our timesnow,the more ftraights we are broughtinto , the greater are the
blafphéinies of the wicked ; #nd if God fh3uld bring us into more ftraights , &
give them the bettes over us, 1 believe there will be that horrible blafphemy
in Exgland , that never was in any placedn the world, the Heavens never did
hear , nor the earth never did bear fuch blafphemies, and blafphemers , as

there would be, if God fhould but deliver up his People inany.degree tothe

hands of their enemies ; we kngw not, but for the ripenning of their fins, and
that fo they may come to be remarkable for Gods vengeance on themhere in
this world , God may give them power over his People ,and bring his people
yet into greater firaighes. And then the laftreafonis, o
6.Real. Becauft the work of Fefus Chrift will more appeay at the laft,the greater
-the firaight is3 And therefore in Dan.9.2$. He will busld up the City cven in trous
blefome times. Every.one can build in quiet times, bat in troubled times Chrift
will build up the City : And be rules in the midfs of bis encmies : Chrift loves to

rule in the midft of his enemies, that fo his rule may be the more con=

fpicuons. ( _
% Ufr. Isitfo with us 2 Take beed then that we bave naot our heartsfink o-be.

saufe of Siraights: Let us not fay, Why is it thus with us ? if God be in a way of

mercy , why deals he thus with us? & prefently be: ready o conclude againfk
the waies of God , Certainly all is gone, God'is gone , furely whatfoever the
hopes and confidences of fuch & fuch .were 4 we fee all is undone , all their
hopes are undone : God forbid there fhould be fach an unbeleeving heart in

any of you, - or fuch myrmuring and repining fpeechesamong any of you, .
“wharfoever ’ﬁraighc youare brought into ! 2.Dodk. .
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2. Dot Inthefe firaights , Gods people are mignt:!ytroubled. It was fo here,
-in every ftraight they repined,and were ina diftraction , and efpecially at this
time 5 fland ftill (faith Mofes, ) what mean youtodo? They were allin a cone
fufion. .And as itwas here; fo it is many times in many of Gods Saints. As the
bleffed man Heman,that made that 88.°P/alm, you (hall find in that Pfalm , he
was diftralted : and yet though Heman , was one of the wifeft men upon. the .
eagth, for fo you fhall find icin the 1. of Kings 5 where the holy Ghoft fga
_of wife men) in 4. 31. Solomon did exceed the wifdom of all in Egyprafor
.the teXc) be was wifer than 4l mew, than Heman : And $ec Heman was i wott

- perplexity, when he was brought into firaights. And in the B.of Ifaiah, It was

- becanfe the fear of God isfo weak inus, t

the [ame cafe there that feems to be ours now ; Oh there wasd [onfederacy, a
‘Confederacy, and many peoplejoyned together aginft Gods fervantssand upon
thae (the text faith) in the 11. verfe, The Lor'd [pake to me with a firongband, &
inflvuited me that 1 [bould not walk in the way of this peaple, faying,fiy ye nat 3 A
Confederacy to all thems to whom this people fhall fay, A Confederacy, neithes fear. ye
thtir fear. Mark, God was fain.to fpeak to the Propher with a firong hand ;chat
he fhould not be fo cronbled , as other people were in the time of their fear:
Yea, we fhall find, that many of Gods Saints, that he hath delivered in a moft
gloriéus way, yet at fome other times they have been too fecure, their hearts
have bin allin aconfufion , and were not able to ftand before the difficulties
that they met withall: And for thatyou have a famousexample,1 Kings, 19.0f
Elijab; ifyoun readg the.18. Chap. youmay fee whata Spiric Elijah had 5 he
would appear before J4hab , 4s the Lord of hofts lives , before whom I fland ,
will furely foew my [tif to bitmyto day, (to Abab: ) and he did fhew himfelf to
Abab and tels him, it was he and hig-people , thafftroubled Ifrael: whiéh 4hab

- faid to him , 412 thou be that sroubleth 1fvael? Nofaithhe , 1t it thou., and thy

fathers houfe that troubled Ifrael. Andthen he comes and gets the Priefts of
Baal rogether ,and gets fire from Heaven,to confome the Sacrifice,% deftroies

. allche Pricfts of Baal : and gets rain from Heaven to rain upon the earth:what

an excellent Spiric had €j2b in the 18.Chapger ? Yetin the 19- Chapter ; 7o
Rabel did but threaten £lijah , and he takes himfelf to his heels , and runs away
at the threatning of wicked Fezabel : thoughhe had fucha brave Spiritin the
former Chapter. So is it truly with many men, at.fome times their courage
makes their adverfaries afraid, and at other times, their cowardice makes their
friends afhamed; many have been fo , they have been a terrour to their adyer
faries one day, and a fhame to their friends another day. The Reafon is. -
- Reaf. 1. Becaufewe have much flefb [#ill in the bef of us all, and we are much
led by fence 5 ‘and becaufe we are not throughly fkilful in the waies of God,
erefore it is that the fear of man
isfoftromg, and therefore we know fo litcle of Gods fecrets; the fecrets, of
God are with them that fear him 3 did- we feay God more we fhould know his
ficret waies, and not be fo muchtroubled. . . N
= Real. 2, Becaufethere is agiear deal of guils vefis in theveft , and thaewill
make any one afraid 5 where thereis mach.guiltinefs in their hearts , it is ex-
ing troublefome tothefoul. . - - : .
Real 3. Becauft they arg toq 109 eomfidens i the fieft they are sop tmm :
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In the greateft Extremsties. ..
dent is themflues. Thence itis that God withdraws himfelf from them ; and
at what time they are afraid, they cannot truft in God,as David (it is an admi-
rable fweet texc)profefles of himfelf , that at what time be was afvaid, he
would tri in God ;- Thereisamany a man that for the prefent chinks he
can truft in God, but he cannat do it at that time when he isafiaid: Pfal.s6,
3. what time 1 am afvaid , I will truft inthe Lord, When your paffion comes,
then you make no vfe of your faith to truftin God : Asnow, many a man

or womancan be meck and quiet, till they have a temptation , but when -

youyr Peflion is up, can you be meck then, and rife then, and bear it down
with the costrary grace ? So when the paffion of your fears and wou-
hles come up , can you then treft in God 2- T, that is fomewhat like 5
bac becaufe we treft fo much in our felves , therefore when time cometh,
we fhould troft in God, God withdraws himfelf from us-,and we are moft

.afraid.

e 1. This is,thet we fhould Jay our hands hppn our hearts, and charge our

. fonls for,and be afhamed for before the Lord:Nevera one here but hath caufe

to lay his hand upon his beare,and fay, Oh that I, that have had fo much expe-
rience of God , of his waies ofhelping and delivering me out of fix troubles
and feven, and yet the Lord knows upon any new trouble Iam to feek as
much as ever , and inany horly- b?'ly in as great diftemper of fear as ever 5 he
fhamed of this before the Lord. Tt is true, Gods peaple may be fo, and yoy
ate fo, therefore be afhamed of it5 and labour to prepare for fuch times; Thofe
that are tronbled with fainting fits,ufe to carry their bottle of Ag4a-vite abous
with them ; (o you that have been difquieted in times of trouble,lay up fome-
what that may help in thofe times. Though a Candle lighe will ferve to carr
‘inayard in calmweather , yet it muoft bea Torch, a great light thar} muft
ferve when the wind blows ; fe a lictle may ferve now, buta great deal muft-
be laid ap for times of exiremiey 4
Firft. Lay up Rpeouraging Promiles. . -

Secondly, Lay up encouraging experiences , that may help yon againft fuch

times of fainting and tronble. - , ‘ ,
Ufe 2. Buethen, if it be fo with the Saints and Gods own people 5 that:
when they are in fraights, theyare fo ready to be tronhled with diftradting

fears & cares, what thall become ofthe wicked and ungodly then? when they

come inta firaights , how mnft their hearts fink.in horrour? becaufe all cheis
flraights are no other , byt the beginning of eternal ftraights , prefent forrows:
making a way to eternal forrows ,. the way of their deliverance from prefent

ftraights is, by being brought inta greater firaights : Many women with child:
have ftrong pains in their child-birth , yetr when they think they fhall ke deli- |

vered , they have joy in ftead of forrow ; bura woman that is with child, and
is onely reprieved becaufe fhe is wich child, tillfhe be delivered , thoughthe

havea great deal of troublé and pain before fhe be delivered , fhe defires not:

to be rid of it, becanfe then fhe knows fhe fhall come to_greater,to be hang’d,
and iffhe conld live feves years together ,and never be delivered, fhe conld b

* content with the trouble, becanfe when thar is gone,greater ecmes: Sowicked

% ungedly men that are in great firaights for the prefent, may well be-gonrey
with them,becaufe when they are gone,greaser will comé. TS ?Dggf
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3. Do&- Inthe time of thefe firaights, it is our duty , 10 fiand fiill and look for
Gods (alvation, toquiet oxr ]pm’f: , fnd look up'to (;02. fnd il kf

Firft, For the quieting of our [pirits. :

As theywereto be éelivered outofthis bondage in that way; fothey were
to be delivered out of the Babylenifh bondage inthe fame way : So you fhalt
find in Ifa.30.fec what God {aich for that deliverance , he tels them plainly at
the xs. vetf.l»guietne s and in confidence (hall be your firength, & you would not.
Inquietnefs and confidence 5 it's true, they were in a paffionate way , & God'
tels them , that in quietnefs and in confidence is their firength, & theywonld
not. So, come to many people thatare ir:‘ﬁrcat extremities,to fome women &
others, (when they are wringing their hands,& hanging about their husbands
necks) and tel them, yout confidence mufk be in quiemefs;they will be ready
to throw you off. But they would not (faithGod) So in Ifa. 30. 7. I cried con- -
cerning this y Their frength is to fit fill. My Brethren, this day in the Name of-
God,do I cry concerning all our firaights, after we have ufed all the meanswe -
can, we are tofit Ril, and fee the falvation of onr God y to quiet our hearts with-
this beleeving ftand ftill and look up to God for our falvation. Frwas their great
faulgthev did not {oin their deliverance out of their caprivitysthere is one re--
markable place for thac Fer.31. 22. How long wilt thau go abowt ? Obthou back-
fliding danghter! for the Lovd hath created a ngw thing in the earth: How long wilt
thou goabout, Oh thou backfliding daughter? What’s the meaning of this
text? It is thus, In the time of their deliverance from Captiviry,they met with-
agreat deal of difficulty , many ftraights, and they went about ¢o this and thac
fhatking courfe, and did backflide,when they were in a good way, they went
back again, and the Prophet could not get them toftand flill in any way 3 as
ifhefhould have faid , Go onrightin the way , be not difconraged by difficul-

. ties;by extremities, feek not any thifting way, be not backfliding,but ftand to

your tackling and work God hath fet you about , forthe Lord hath created a
new thipg. Perhaps you willfay , “There was never the like (traight we are in3
Well,God hath fuch mercy as he never fhewed the like before; God hath crea-
ted a new thing. Many cry out in their ftraights, O my afflition,8 my ftraight
is fuch as never was in the world | Well, gratifie them fo ; (as many times we
muft needs gratifie diftempered fpirits , when they cry out of the greamefs of
their ftraights) yet is there no comfort for them to ftay them? yes, Ifa. 64.4.1¢
was never known fince the beginning of the world what God hath’ Laid up for them

" “that wait for bim: Do but wait for him,& there was never fach mercy fhown -

in the world , as God hath 1aid up for thee 5 fo that,come, let us grant it , thai-

- there was never the like of that afflition that thoa arcunder,yet there isreafon

enough for thee towait , and look for the falvation of God, in facha way , ‘in
fuch a condition, N ‘

I fhall give fome Keafons of that part of the Dodrine,that we are toftand ftil,

| & be quiet:for by our ftanding flill & our quieting our hearts in our firaights,
1. Reafl. we are fit to look tothe wifdom, Faithfulnefs , and Power of God ; we

* are not able to fee Gods Wifdom,Faithfulnefs,8 Power,nor to make ufe of it,

except we get our [piritsto be quiet : firft gecthem quiet, and then we can look
apto 'Goﬁ, Pfaim, 46, 30, Beftilk (faith the texc) andknow thas 1 apTﬁg;
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In the greateft Extyemities.

There isaGod in Héaven that can helpand fuccour in time of great flraights.
and extremities 5 but for allchis ; people are in a hurly-burly , and their fpi-
ritsare diftemper’d, and they are wringing their hands, and crying, they can-
not know that God is God , they can haveno ufe of all the Power and Good-
nefle , and Faithfulneffe ,and Mercy of God. Fiift get your hearesftilland
quiet in your Families, and in your own fpirits , and then you thall know th¥

God is God : God will not appear till firft you be flill,

. 2. Real. we arenat able to make ufe of Dur own Graces , till we be quiet and fiill;
1fGod have beftowed Gruces, when we are in a hurly-burly we have no ufe
- of them atal; therefore faith the text, Pfalm, 4. Stand in awe , fin not, come
munewithyour awn hearts upon your beds, and be f3ill: Commune with your own

Jhearts: you have fomewhat (perhaps) in your own hearts that may quiet you;

commune with your.own hearts , & be fhill 5 yon age net fit to commune with

your own hearts, till you get them quiet; firlt be quiet , and then commune..
-(Oh ! my brethten) A man or woman of aftaid;found , quiet, andftill fpi~

rit, hatha mighty advantage of all Paflionate fpirits 5 there are many of you,

- that are paflionate acall other times , and that is the rmthat infiuch great

extreities you are fo over-rol’d with paffion; you are

er-rul’d with your

paffioh of Anger at other times, and out of Gods judgment, you are over-rul’d

with the paffion of fear now : Butifat other. times you would labour to keep

in your {pirits, God would help you now.
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3..Reaf. Becaufe withont-thisftilaefs , and quietnefs, we cannot manifeft

that. fubjeition to God we owe him - for then there is a great deal of fin,

and

pride ,. and ftoutnefs committed againft God 3 and therefore in that fourth

“Pfaim, thie old Latine hath it,. Ay foul be filent; my foul is {ubje&t to God;

the .

fubje&ion of our fouls to God,depends much upon thisQuieting of our hearts.
. 4 Reaf. Our reverence of God depends much upon it: and therefore in

“this 4. Pfal. Stand in aw, and fin not, commune with your own heart ' and be flill: -

for-us to behave our felves in fuch-a manaer as many people do , wringing &
“throwing out their hands,and Keeping fucha ftir as they do ; this fhows there

is notin their hearts that reverence they- owe to God; ftand in awe 5 If your -

bearts were Poffefled with Gods fear ,- you would pot keep fuch aftir as you

do in times-of great danger.

s. Reaf. This makes peopk unfit to liften to any thing thatisfpoken to .

.them; let any thing be fpoken to them , that 'is of any ufe , they cannot hear -

ity nor make ufe of it 7 as we reade of the people of Ifrael , Exod. 6. 9. when
“Mofes came to teltthemoftheir deliverance, the textfaith , He fpake to .
the children of Yfrael , but they bearkned not to bim: why 2 for anguifl of fpirit: .
How many in trouble of confcience , and inother times of extremity , have
their fpiries in fuch anguifh, that they never hearken to anything thac is deli-
- vered tothem sand therefore they come with the fame obje&ion over and"

over again, a hundred times in cafes of confcience. - L
6. Without this Quictnefs of fpirit, you are mighty- hinderers of others

youdaunt and difcourage the hearts of others , and nmany times the caufe °

&

mifcarries meerly upon the unquietnefs of the hearts of men and women in

time of danger; therefore you muft be quiet, and look up to God for falvati

\
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complajn,
. friend, and thefe great ﬂr:ifhts 1 am brought into 5 but lofe not the quiet of

© TheSaimsduwy,

for Faith hath this excellencie, that ic is able to bring life out of death, light
out of darknefs ; it hath a kind of crearing virtuey as God himfelf brings one
contrarie out of another, fo Faith hach (uch a kind of working , i: Faith be of
the righe ftamp, a genuine Faith, it hatha mighty power in rimes of extremi-
ty to behold Gods falvation , and make ufe of it : I'le give you one example of
ée ufe of Faith in times of extremity ; and thatis of Devid , when he fled
om Saul, and when he was in the Cave ; mark, Be mercifull to me, O God, be
mercifull to me, for my [onl truficth in fhee, yea, in the [hadow of thy wings will 1
make my vefuge, What was the fhadow of Gods wings ? poor David was get
into the fhadow of the Cave,& the Sum did not fhine upon him, but be looked
n himfelf in the Cave, as under the fhadow of Gods wings : You poor peo-
e that live,it may be in Cellers, and in dark holes and Lanes , che Sun
2 ceghigcs:pon you in a year, yet if you be godly , you are under Gods
wings aith. ‘ . ) .
lﬂuﬁnow fpeak to the fecond part of the Dolirine,that we are to exped
falvarionfrom God. . . :
Dazid did fly bfalem, and yet what confidence had David (in that
cafe) inGod? r t thae chird Pfalm, and you will fee confidence ehovgh
in David, and yet flying too : Divers grounds and reafons I fhall give for this,
why we muft look up to God aswell a5 be ftill: .
. I-Rea. Hereby we fandlific Gods names Fear ye mot their fear,but [mnitific God
i your heasts (faith the Text.) You fan&tifie not God e¥fe : I fuppofe manyof
you would be loth to be guilty of fwearing , and aking Gods name in vainin
thac kind, bat by your difirating thioughts , and unbefeeming carriage in
times of danger , you take Gods name in vain, you break the third Command-
ment.

2. Reaf. This fhews the beanty and excellencie of Faith, as David faid,
Thou fhalt fee what thy (ervant cando : So now , there is a great deal of ta'k of
Faith in the World, let us fee now what it can do 5 the cruth of love is;when I
<can love God for himfelf without his giftsmfo when I can believe in God with-
out experience , I fhewthe excellencie of my Faithwhen I can truft in God
meerly. upon his Word ; as I love Ged meerly fos himfelf, when my Faich
takes Gods fingle bond without any fecurity, that is the excellencie of Faiths |
when I would have outward helps and affurances , therg I call for fureties : So
Chriftians,when they muft needs have outward helpsyand former experiences,
they call to God for fureries , as if theywould not uruft God wpon his fingle
bond 5 that is the excellencie of Faith to truft God upon his fingle bond.

3. Reaf. When we look up o God for falvation, we engage God in our
caufe 5 God owns not the caufe till then,and then he owns it : Now howhap-
Py were we,if thus we could do in all our particalar and private firaighes,fand
{4 and look up t0 Ged for belp and for [alvasion: Itis true, youcrieoucand -

jn, I have loft a dear husband ,and a dear friend , never man loft facha

thy heart too, take heed of that , that is a grearer lofs than any lofs thou canft
have in this World. I remember I haveread ofa Phylofopher thathad chis ex- -
preffion, (faith he) If the gods would grant me my defire, & bid me ask whatl

R
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‘would have, I would ask them this thing , Thac ¥ might Me the compofed

fpiric of Socrates,thatI mighc have fuch a fpiric as Socvates had 5 for it is ob-
ferved of him , that he did fcarce change his countenance upon any thing thae
befel him , he was always in a quict compofed frame , (and yet a Heathen;)
How much more fhould a Chriftian fay 5 1f God would give me my afking, 1
would afk nothing but thats for indeed there is a great deal of glorie and ex-
cellencie in a compofed fpirit : this is worthy of -the Gofpel; therefore mark
whar the Apoftle faith, Phil.x.27. Ouelylet your comverfation be as it becomath
the Gasp:kof (hrift o that whether T comie to fee you  o¢ be abfent from you o 1 may
hear of your affairs y and that you Siand faft in one [piris : This is to walk worthy
of the Gofpel, to ftand faft in one fpiric: and obferve this , that except we do
ftand f.1t, and quiet our hearts, we lofe every thing chat fhonld help us: when
we arein a huly- burly in our fpirits to gec fome help, alas, we lofe all our
help: Therefore in Phil. 4, Let the peace of God keep your bearts o the word in

~ the Qriginalis, gward your hearts ; The peace of God in your hearts maft be

the beft guard of your hearts in the time of danger ; now becaufe you would
avoid trouble, you put away your guard , what 3 madnefs is this? the cafling
away the peace of God, is thecafting away of your guard, therefore keep that
.in your hearts, whatfoever you lofe; yea, it Is our Arms ; Mark, Epir:f. 6.
wha is the Arms of a Chriftian? firft, The girdleof trmbh. Fear diflolves che -
Reart, and makes a man he cannot gird himfelf : When he is in fear , his heart
is melted, and he hath little ufe of his truth, the girdle is loofed then 3 In the
Text, there is the-helmet of falvation , but in fear hope is gone ; there is the
beeaft-plate of righteoufnefs, butin fear, aman hath no ufe of his righteous
converfation , nor 1o ufe of the fword of the Spiric, he can nfe nothing in .
times of fuch diftralting fcars, therefore lofe not your Arms: It isvery ob-
fervable, in Epbef.6. haw the holy Ghot ftill calls upon us to ftand, verf, 1o,
<My brethren be firong in the Lordyand novonely frong. But firong in the Loid,
and ftrong in the might of the Lord , and in the powcr of bis might ; put on the
whole Avmauy of God,tba: you may be able to ftands then again,in verf.13. where-
fore take ye all the whole Avmoxr of God , thas ye may be able to withfiand the evil .

one 5 and baving doge allyta §tand : Though perhaps, yon have overcomeatone - ~

time, yet ftill look ro your own hearts , when “you have done all, fazd : four
times we are called upon #0 ffand,, voting, what a great advantage we have
by flanding ; It is tree, our afflictions are great, and the foul faich,, The Lord .
# my portiony and it is good for aman to fay , What fhall 1 thacamfo full of
fin, yet not be willing to have fome trouble, but be fo full of fears upon every
trouble thac befals me? why fhould not I yield to Gods providential will,as -
weH as to his coremanding will? how know I, but that God may have glori-
ous ends toworkout of thefe extremities and troubles 1 am in;Why fhould
I nor give np my felf to God,to have his will upon mesand hath not God here-
tofore delivered me from great firaights and exremities, even from the wrath
0fGod himlelf , ard from his Joftice ? greater and other manner of ftraights
than thofe I am now i 3and if 1 belicve not in God now, but be difquisted,
perhaps thefe firaights may be to bring me to greater ftraights, whar if thefe
ftraights of afffition fhould bring me to greatcr ftraights? and it is juft wid;
M Go
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God to leave me to fall into the ftraights of fin , that cannot bear the fraight
of afflidtions , therefore let me ftand ftill, and look up to Gods falvation 5 Lee®
s be fo affected with our ftraights,as to carrie us up to God in prayer : pray as
much as ye can ysbat flill keep your hearts in 2 quiet frame 3 and if your pray-
ers be right , they will be to you, as Lutker faich, they were the leeches of his
care ; Luther bad a great many corropt cares , (as in a corruptbody , there is
much corrupt bloud) but now his prayers were the leeches to fuck ouc his-
“cares : when you are diftemper’d, go to prayer, and then examine whatadeal
of corrupt bloud hath my prayers fuckc out of my heart ? 45 Hannah, when
fhe had been at prayer , fhe lookt no more fad. There are many things T
thought to have given you, to ftay your heartsin time of extremities: Peace
Jhall be to that man, that bath bis beart fayed on God 3 and bleffed is that man thar
Stayeth his beart wpon God : and if ever people had caufe toftay their hearts up-
on God, certainly we have at this day, for we have God with us ; Therefore ic
is uaworthy of a Chriftian to have a diftempered fpirit. Iremember 1 have
sead of the Romans, that when Hannibal was juft before them , yet they
bought and fold their ground as they did at other times 5 they were -fo quiet
in their hearts. Itwas a fpdech thar Antigonor had, when fome were afraid of
the multitude that came againft him-, (fay they) So mawy are coming againft:
ys ; faith he, How many do you reckon me for ? So may we fay , we hear of fo
many thoufands coming againft us; Bat how many do you reckon Jefus Chrift
for ? How many reckon you him for., that is the Captain of all our Hofts ?
Have nor prayers been fent up to God ? ‘Why defpife youthe prayers of the
Saints of God , as if there were nothing in their prayers ? Is not Gods name

" engaged in all this bufinefs 2 Oh therefore land §Till and be not afraid. And

efpecially let me fpeak a word to you , thatare cf timorous and fearfull fpi-
5its, 1f4.35.4. Say to shews that ave of a fearfull heart , Fear not : Do not excufe
your felves in this, that yonrare of a timorous natare 3 (faith God) Say to them
that ave of a fearfnll heart , Faar not : And efpeciaily mark what the holy Ghoft
1peaks towomen , .in 1. Pet. 3. Wormen tbey muft cloath themfelves with a meck
and quiet pirit , (that is in the 4, verl.) which is in the fight of -Godof great

_ price. And inthe 6. verf. And as Saxah obeyed Abraham, and called bim Lord,.

whofe daughters ye are y as long as you dowell,and are not af-aid of any amaze-
ment. What fhould be the meaning of that, thac women mutt be the daugh-
ters of Sarah upon thefe terms ? Thus 5 Abrabam was broughe into firaights-
many times, and carried from his own Countrey 5 now Sarab if fhe had been
of fuch a fpirit as many women are , ©h how would Sarah have hindered her-
husband Abrabam in every ftraight he was brought into 5 and have faid , haf-
hand, why go we from our own Countrey, and our friends, and fo are brought
into fuch ftraights ? pray husband go back-again, and venture not your RIf: *
thus and thus : but it feems fhe was of a gracious fpirit, and quieted her felf
inGod , and was-not afraid with amazement : If you would " approve your
felves the daughters of Sarab, do ye fo, when God calls your husbands to any
fervice , though it bé with fome hazard , do not you hang about their necks,
and wring your hands , and fay, | befeech you husband confider what will
become of me and my children, will you leave me now? Take heed ,you are
: Rot
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"the daughters of Savab at fuch a time, if ﬁ:‘u’mndﬂ‘;'om husbands at
ch a time as this is. :

4- DO&. That the fight of falvation after firaights , wi gloyious thing.
If we be brought into ﬁuights, thatwhich is comming wil[Way for all, there
is enough to fatisfie $tet us not be troubled earecdifajys » than et we
have > Suppofe bloud fhould be fhed (belayed): God ha h, mercy for
England, that (hall'pay for all the blood of his Saints that fhall Be fhed 5"and
the bloud of his people, is a precious thing : Every drop of the bloud of

his people is very precions: and dﬁhl:;lverfary fhall be accomptable for every

drqp > God will value it, and there fhall be a valuable confideration given for
every drop of bloud ; and the more difficulties we. have in obtaining that
mercy God is about to give us, the mercy Yhall be the greater> I/% $4. 11.
O thow afflicted and tofd with tempests , thy foundations ]irall be laid with Sa-
phires, and with precious Stones. If we be afflited and toffed with rempets,
and the bloud of Gods people go for it 5 comfort your felves with this 5 The
“more precious bloud that is fhed in this bufinefs, the greater mercy is to

csomc ;5 for God will have a valuable confideration for all the bloud of his
Saints.” : :
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