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s

| have this word here Tranflated Lowly,

Nothcr of Meeknefs, thozgh Meeknefs
is fet before in my Text, yet in fome o-
ther Scriptures, where we have Meek-
nefs and Humility joyned together, we
have Meeknefs (Zt after,and Humilicy,
and Lowlinefs fet before, -asin Colof]. 3.
12. Put on therefore as the Ele&t of God, Foly
and beloved, Bowels of Mercy, Kindnefs,
Humblens/s of mind ,Meeknefs, Hurnblenefs
of mind, Mgeknels, -there Humblenefs is
fet before, and that is indeed the true
Chriftian Meeknefs, thatdoth come from
Lowlinefs, Lowlyn beart, The word here
Lowly(in the Greek memwe ) itfignifies ome
even lying uponthe ground readytobe
Trodden on, as fome Learned oblerve,
Lowlyin Heart.1n 3-Cor. 7. 6, These you

Caft down, one Caft down. Neverthelefs God
that comforteth thofe that aye. Caft, down, mwums

my Text Lowly,'is theré Caft down, fuch
whofe Heart is Caft down.And in 2 Cor.10.

L and the fieft Now IPaulmy elf befeech you,

yea the cruth is, alowly Heare is the!

the fame word thatis here Tranflated in| j

|
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4

" in prefence am Bafe among you, Who am Lowly or
| Bafe, foyouhave the fignification of the word, and
| what ic is, inother Scriptures, Lowly.

. But Lowly in Heart, Learn of me, for 1 am Lowly
‘ in Heart.

Firft, Notin alow condition, Idonot require
of you chat you fhould be inche low condition of
Poverty, andche like, asIam, fome falfly would
imicage Chrift to be in fuch a low condition, becaufe
that he had pofleft nothing inthe world, therefore
they would not, and fo ground their fuperftitious
vowsof a voluntary poverty. Indeed, the word
Tranflated, in Heart, fignifies fomtimes the low
condition pf aman. Asin 1 Fames,9. Letthe Bro-

\ther of Low degree, ‘Rejoyce in that bess Bxalted,
’ Thatis, inaLow condition. Butmany men arein
a low condition, and yet far from being Lowly in
‘Heart, There may be-a very low condition, and
yet a very high, proud Heart ; there may be Hu-
miliacion where there is no Humility, Humiliaci-
on, and Humility are two feveral things, a man
or Woman may be Humbled, and yet not at all
Humble ; Many people, that are very low intheir
condition, Yet, Oh! the pride of their Heart in
cheir low condition, what vexing and fretting of

Heart is chere againft the waies of Gods providence |

towards them, and difpofing of them ? Now chou
art ind low condition, and thy Heart vexingand
froward, thy heart isaot a whic low by thy condi-

high condition, and God hath brought their eftaces
lower, but not their hearts a whic, Oh, Happy,

, brought cheir hearts low 5 ‘this is- the way. to make
Gods bringing them low in condition to bea great

tion. Many men thac heretofore have been in a!
| happy were it for thofe Men and Womea if he had!

blefling to: them. . You thar are marriners, when |
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you mect with ftorms and tempefts, you would
think it a very abfurd and foolith thing to have)
your top Gallent, and top failes fpreading to the
fulallgpenina ftorme, No, now younarrow your
Sailes, andrakethem allin, and rake them down
when the ftormisup. Now this is a foolith con-
dicion of many that God pleafeth tobring into a
low condition, that whenGod eaufeth ftorms and
tempefts to be upon a Soul, they keep up their
failes ftil, it is juft indeed thart they fhould be drow-
ned thac will not pul down their Sails when the!
Locd caufeth a grievous ftorm to come upon cthem,
bow many that are in very low eftate, a yethave
extreame ftubborn hearts, and ftout Spirits, as
ftour and ftubborn as ever before they vgxe, they
have envious $pirits at thofe that are above
becaufe others are not as low asthemfelves, and(
have fullen Spirits, and finkihg Spirits, and fro-
wazd Spixits in their low condition, all thefe ar

a geear deal of pride, thac though their condition
isgl.ow, yet their hearts arenot low, the Devils
themfelves, they are low enough, they arecaft
down to Hellic felf, and yex the proudeft creacnres
that are, none fo proude as the Devilsare, and
their pride appears much m cheir difcontmtedncfs,
they are proude and difcontented, and the moft
difcontenced {pirit is the proudeft Spirit; fo thara
aman may be of a low condition, and yet not low-
ly in Heart, Learn of me, for 1am Lowly in Hears, ic
is the Lowlineg of Heartthat Chrit would have us
kearn of him. '

Secondly, A manmay be Lowly in words, fub-
miflive: in words, and yet far from Lowlb:?a in
‘Heart, inlfai.29.4. Thereyou may fee what fome
afiitons may work to makeus Lowly in words, in
expreflions, JAnd thow fhals be brought down 3 and
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all fpeak outof the ground, and thy peech fball be
ﬁw ou};aof the Duft, and thyvoise fbal bet::zf onetbat
batb a Familiar Spirit, out of the ground, and thy
‘ g’eecb Jball Whifper out of the duft, | will bring thee
oson faith God.  Whereas inthetime of m:ns pro-
{perity, they {peak {welling wards, asthe Apoftle
‘j?‘:lde, 16, Speaks, Great words, bigh Words, when
they areinthe ruffe of their pride, and the height
of their profperitty, but you fhal have many of
thefe brave fpirits, cfxa-c have fuch’ fwelling words
when they arein cheir jolljy and profperity, yet
when God brings them down upon their fick Beds,
Oh, thenthey Whifperand {peak low, as one out
of the duft,and then Oh! their words are very fub-
miffiye and yeilding, abd will hearken te any thing
thatyoufay, 1but yet foral this, their hearts are
not brought down, their Hearts remaine as ftiff
as Q‘gre, ~which apgears by chis that affoon as
4evc:, the hand of God is offfrom them, they are
as ftoneand ftubborn asever before. Soshat thiere
may be Lowlinefs in expreflions, where there is not |
Lowlinefs in hearc. :

| Andagain, manymay be Low. in Expreflions of
words in difcommending themfelves, and yet be.
oud in heart, either in accufing themfelves of
th’ch things, as they hope others will not beleeve
them, or denying fuch things as they hope others,
wil contradictthem in, you thal have many people
that wil havea feeming kind of humility, and be
ready to {peak very hard things of themfelves, and
fay, they are very poor weak people, and have but} -
lictde ftrengthin chem, and not fit for fuch and fuch| .
imploymengs, and it is fit, thac others fhould be cho-
{en in thofe iniploymengs rather than themfelves;
and they have wretched, and vile heasts, and when |
they come amongft, F?thcrs they fpeak of their yile/

rr a arrrarahad
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* twretched heart, and they cannot do rhus and thaus,

andvery large they will bein {peaking very ill of:
themfelves, and deny thac they haveany excellen-:
cy as others have 5 and-yet their hearts excreamly .
proud, whichappears inrhis, becaufe if any body |
elfe fhould be ot their mind, théy would be ex-'
treamly difcontented, if any others fhould fay, O!.
God hath given you great Gifts, this pleafeth chem, ;
whereas if others that are in Company and hear|
them charge chemfelves to havefuch vile and wrec-
ched hearrs, and to fayy they cannot de thus & chus. :
Suppofe they fhould be of the fame mind, and they'
fhould fay, Ichinkeicisfo, that youarea poorfil-.
ly Creature, anignorant Creature, and you have,
a very hard heart, and a proud and ftubborn hearr,:
now if any fhould be of cheir mind, they would be.
angry wich them and be difpleafed. Doth noe this-
argue a great deal of pride of heart? I remember |
Bernard hath fuch an exprefffon ‘n his Books, faith!
he, if anorher fhould accufe me;as I accufe my-felf,.
I were not able to bear it, he confefled chis pride of

his heart, though he did accufe himfelf, wetif ano-
ther fhould fay the fame thing of him he were not a-|
bletobzsarit, and ['am confident it would be fo with'
abundance of people, whentheycome in company!
and fpeak thus of themfelves, it is but to fecch out’
commendations from them, that others might com-:
mend them, .and they womnld be mightily difpleafed

if others fhould fay ef them thac which they fay
of themfelves, “in Prow. 17. 7. Bxcellent fpeech be-'
comzth not a Fool, much lef do lying lips a Prince.

Now the words cthat are thus read in your Books,

youmay in another way read them, they feem!
to carry another exprefltonthan is carried here, the-
word fignifies Dignity 3 So Ariws Monsanws, Fhe-
kips of Dignity becomer not a Fool, 'thatis, it is not

fic for one thatis a Foel to fpeak of -excellent

rhinma!
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'chings, asif he had any excellent things jnhim,
much le{s do lying lips a Prince, itishere, but the
word doth not only fignifie a Prince, but an Ingeni~
owns ‘Man,a man that hath az excellency, and worth,
fo youmay turnit,as @ Lip of Dignity becomes not a
Fool,fo neicher do lying Lips become one that hath
anExcellency in him, one that s of an ingenious 1pi=
rit, itis not for him to diffemble, it is a very unfeem=
1y thing for one that God hath given an excellency
unto to diffemble. In Fob 13. . Itis faid there, What
woil you lie for God 2 wil you fpeak that which is falfe:
even for God himfelf ! will you {peak wigkedly for
God, andtalk dzceitfully for him? Wearenot te
walk deceitfully, no,not for God, not for the Glo-
ry of God, though we fhould think there might
comethe greateft good from it, yet we muft not do-
it, andcherefore certainly not for our own graife,
co fith out praife fo- our felves, thisis to be lowly
in words, but not in heart,

Somtimes we do not only difcommend our felves

in a feigned manner to others, but even to God alfo..
How do we in prayer tgl God how wretehed 8 vile-
weare ? and deflerve to be caft into the nethermoft
Hell, and what a wondecfull mercy it is, thdt we
have the leaft crumb of bread, andunworthy of the
Yeaft crumb of bread and drop of water, thus we:
{peak very lowly before God 5 and yet in the mean:
‘time have very proud, and ftubborn hearts, this is| «
_not tobe lowly inheart. Léarnof me, not lowly
- words, not lowly {pecches fo much, but leacrn of me-
. to be lowly in heart. ‘ ) ‘

Thirdly : There may be a'lowly carriage where-

. cherei is not a lowly heart, many that have very
. proud-and haughty {pirits,. yer willintheir carria-
 ges feem to be very affable, and courteous, and ve -
\ry fweer, and very fubimiflive, and very yeilding ﬁo
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\fo that thofe that are of weak fpirits; they con-

clude, Oh, furely this manisa very humble man,
he muft needs be a very lowly man, mighty lowly,
how fweet, and affable, and courteous, and fubm 1.
five is his carriage ? It is true, for to have lowlinefs
in words and carriage is good, and where there is 3
lowly hearr, therewillbe thefe in fome meafire

or other, buc yet thefe may be much wichour a low-|

1y beart, theie may feem ro be an excellency m'

thefe, and yet nolowlinefs inheact : chere may be:

very haughry fpiric. I will give you thefe Srip-!
cures for it.  In2 Sam. 15. Itisthe example chere!
of Abfolom, Abfolom weknow, was a moft defperare

proud fpiriced man, and he afpired to the Kingdom,'
and was fo fet upon pride, that he did plot che very :

. | death of his own Father, of David, that he might'

get up to the Kingdom, and yet mark this 4bfolom
atverfe 5. JAndit was fo, faith the Text, shat toben
any man came nigh to bim, ta do bim obeifance, be pa
fortb bis band, and took bim, and kiffed bim, an man,
the meaneft man that came nighto him to do him
obeyfance, he would puc forth his hand, and
take him, and kifs him, fo at verfe 6. So JAbfolom:
fole away the bearts of the men of Ifrael. A man by
his deceicfulnefs chis way, ma?r ftéal away che
hearts of ﬁmpliq%eo"glc. Certainly, the men of Jf-
o

rael thought m a very humble and low y!
man, and thought : O! mighc we buc have this man |
Abfolontobe dur King, how happg' fhould we be?'
and yer at chis very time, the very heart of a Devill |
in him for pride. "Andanother Sciiprure is chat in'
Pfalm. 10. 10. He croucheth, and bimbleth bimfelf, |

¥oat the poor may fall by bis ffreng oner. Whois thae
He 2 mark, it is che fame tbatnxgs fpake of in verfe 3,

"Ibe wicked in bis pride perfecutes the poor.”“And a.

1

a complementing to the graund, 2 man may be rea.’ |
dy to puchis handsupon your feet, and yet havea
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‘gainac verfe 4. The wicl;_edtbroufb the pride of bis
countenance will not feek after God. Andyec acver.
10. ‘He croucbetb andbumbleth bimfelf. He wil feek
for his own Glory, and that his own ends may be
brouih: about, he will crouch fo low as you will
have him, {ubmit to any thing though never fo bafe
aand vile, rhat he may accomplith his own euds.
And therefore allthofe that will fubmic to very low
things, you muft not think prefently they are low-
ly in heart, a man may feem to be very lowly in
words, and fubmit to véry low things for his own
ends, but thenhe will be proud enough when once
he hath gotinco the faddle, he will ruleyou then,
he will tellyou, he will do any thinginthe world
you would have him to do, till once he gets power
over you, and then is the time forthe manifeftatica
of the pride of his heart, Butthere may be lowly
‘carriage, and not lowlinefs in heart.

Now thofe that carry themf{elves eourteeufly and
lowly in carstage, and yet have proud hearts, you
may yudg of them. .

Firft: Their lowly carriageis to them that ge
at fome diftance from chem, {uch as they have not
very. much to do withall, you fhall have many,
chac when theK:'come abroad, and cothe into com-
pany with fuc
withall, they will be very lowly in their carriage
tothem, butmay bein their Family they will be
dogged enough, perverfe enough, haughry enough,
futlen and furly enough, thouglyvery courteous and
yeildable to any thing, andvery fweetr unto ochers
that ace at a diftance from chen.

' Secondly * Thczv are lowly to Servants, or to thofe
'that havenot had any occafion to crofs them, Oh}
how fweet is their carriage chere, to people chat ne-
veér crofk them: Bur now come ta anv chat crofs

asthey have not very much to deal}-
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them, you fhall find them as haughty, furly,6 and

proud cowards them,as any man whatfoever,if once
 they be croft, try but fuch as feem to be many cimes:
4o {weet in their carriagetoyou. ldonot mean!
to crofs chem wilfully, buc obferve them when they
are croft, and fee what a difference there is between '

them when all things pleafe themy and when chey:
coiue to be croffed. : |

Thirdly : Their carriage is to thofe that they!
may accomplifh cheir own’ends by fomching os

’| other chat they would accomplifh, but if they have;

to.deal with fuch as no way can furthegany ends of '
theirs, they fhall have no fuch catriage from them, |
this is buc to fhew the diftemper of che hearr, there;
may be lowlinefs in carriage and notin heart: Buc:
donot think chat I feem in the leaft manner to dif-,
commend lowlinefs in carriage, it is comely in'
Chriftians to be gentle one cowards another.

Fourthly :- There may be lowlinefs in habic, and.
yet not in hearct, fome will Fleafe themfelves in
this, ingoing very meanly clad, and in all cheis;
outWard Garb are very mean, and they think chey,
will net be fo proud as others are, fo high and
braveas others. It is true, there is a grear deal of
pride tobe feen in outward habits, but alfo chere
may be a great deal of pride feen in lewlinefs of ha-
bic, as well as in brave habits. As chere is a great
deal of pride in following every vain fathion, fo'
certainly chere may be much prideia a fullen refo-/
lution, chac they will never wear any thing but thus -
and thus, in a fantaftical ﬁnﬂxhri:y m ocher kind'
of people of their own rank, though never fo ho-

IK, yet they will have afingular Garb of theirown ;
! this igehitof fullennefs, asno queftion there is in’
_many ‘a ‘ullennefs of refolition, or a fancafticall'

£~ e

the affablenefs and {weetnefs of carriage thar is in -
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fingularity, a ridiculous conceiteduefs, and ftub-
bornnefs of {pirit, thac rhey will not alter their
minds, that others muft do asthey do, and if eve-
ry one do not wear the fame Garb as they do, then
they are proud, and themfelves only are hum-'
ble. Now there may be in the fullennefs of others
an extream vanity of fpirit and pr.de, and mamy
of thefe think to honor Chriftianity, whereas they
'do hfhonor ivhereby, if choubeeft 1o weak asthou
doft not know what L'berty thou haft in che ufe of
the Creature; Wiltthou judg orhers that do know ?
You muft take heed of Pride, and fingularity in_ -
thofe things which you think €o deny your felves.
|Ic wasa fpeech that Socrases had concerning Antift-
benes, faith he, 1 fee the arrogancy of Antifthencs
through tbe boles of bis Coat, -he would go ragged,
and with holes in his Coat, but faith he, I fee the|
wvery arrogancy and pride of Antifthenes throughthe
boles of bis Coaz. And fo when D.agenr came to
Plato and he had avich Bed, and Diggm.sin his Ci-
nicknels and pride, tramples upon Platoer rich‘

‘Bed, faying, I tread and trample upon the pride of
‘Plaro, 1faich Platp, but it is with thy. pride, it is
pride that tramples upon th’s pride, iv was the
‘ ride of his hearc that did fo di{dain that another
'thould have that he had noc himfelf. There may| |
'be much vanity,and pride, and height of {pirit, in
lowlinels of Garb and outward habit: - But yet ftil
we fhall come further to open the nature of Hunili-
ty and the evil of pride thac is contrary to it, and
we fhall come rodifcover the prid= in Habirs, and |
fpeech, and che like, but only now to make way]’
to what we fhall come to,now to getina lictle inco
che point that we may noc miftake what Clrift|
would have us learn of hini, when he falth, he
would haveus-learn tobe lowly in h-art.

Fifchly : There may be a kind of lowlnels of
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