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EDITOE'S ADVERTISEMENT.

Tlils was the first work pulDlished by the indefati-

gable servant of Christ, John Bunyan ; and he

modestly sought the patronage of his brethren in

the ministry, and Messrs. Burton, Spencly and

Child wrote prefatory recommendations. The

latter of these, Mr. John Child, for some temporal

advantages afterwards conformed ; and became

notorious for having, in a fit of despair, destroyed

himself.

Well might Bunyan in this treatise, call the

early period of his ministry ' distracted and dan-

gerous times,' in which many a poor sincere in-

quirer stood ' tottering and shaking, ' bewildered

with the new din of sectaries, each boldly declaring

his divine authority. In the midst of this storm

of contending opinions, Bimj-an stood forth con-

spicuously to declare ' Gospel Truths ;' and to open

and vindicate them these discourses were written.

To enable the reader to imderstand and appreciate

them, it will be needful to take a rapid glance at

the state of society which then prevailed. The

frivolities of dress and laxity of morals introduced

by James the First, increased by the mixture of

French fashions under the popish wife of Charles

the First, had spread their debauching influence

throughout the kingdom. George Fox, the founder

of the Society of Friends, in an address ' To such

as follow the world's fashions,' gives an almost

incredible description of the tomfooleries of dress

which prevailed, ' IIow doth the devil garnish

VOL. II.

himself, and the people are carried away with

vanity—women plaiting their hair—men and wo-

men powdering it, making their backs like bags

of meal. The men having store of ribbands of

divers colours about their waists, and at their

knees, and in their hats. The women with their

spots on their noses, cheeks, and foreheads—rings

on their fingers—cuffs double, like a butcher in

his white sleeves— ribbands about their arms,

hands, back, waists, knees—and hats like unto

fidlers' bags—is not this the devil's adorning?'*

At this period the iron hand of tyranny and op-

pression over the worship of God had been suddenly

paralyzed. The ruinous penalties, and even capi-

tal punishments, which had enforced attendance

on a form of common prayer, and a pretence to

believe articles, creeds, and catechisms, ordained

by Acts of Parliament, were removed. Man, by

nature averse to religious inquiries, was now sti-

mulated, under a threat of eternal ruin, personally

and individually, to seek for truth and salvation.

At this time a little persecuted band of puritans had

directed every inquirer after salvation to the sacred

Scriptures, wliich alone were able to make wise mito

salvation, by the aid of the Holy Spirit enlightening

their minds to understand, and subduing their wihs

to receive those eternal truths. But a new light

was now discovered—that which lighteneth every

* George Fox's Journal, folio, p. U4.
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man tliat cometli Into tlie world ; and which, it

was alleged, would alone, if cherished and followed,

lead the honest inquirer into all truth. Nationiil

religion, so called, had been propagated at an in-

credible expense of treasure, and by the. sacrifice

of the best blood in the country, to the shrine of

infallibility—called uniformity. A hireling priest-

hood had limited to themselves the right to teach

men how to be Christians. The result of all this

was clearly seen, when the people were driven to

think and choose for themselves. Their minds

were in darkness and confusion, Avhich quickly

produced the most whimsical, mischievous, and

even ludicrous opinions, mixed with truth.

National establishments, whether Pagan, Moha-

medan, or Christian—be this latter either Greek,

Roman, or Protestant—have a direct and natural

tendency to repress and prevent personal inquiries,

lest they should interfere with uniformity in faith

and worship; which is a presumed incapability of

error on the part of those who Impose them. Sys-

tems, which IX FACT, although not in words, claim

infallibility, by requiring implicit and absolute sub-

mission, must have had a direct tendency to hood-

wink and blind the people ; nor can we be sur-

prised, that when their eyes were first opened,

they saw indistinctly; or, to use a scripture phrase,

•men as trees walking.' They utterly failed in

preparing the mind to receive divine truth, or iu

furnishing an antidote to extravagant speculations

in religion.

The state of the millions can hardly be conceived;

theyhad paid a priest to think on religion for them

—

to read the Bible for them—and to pray for them.

They had paid the church to make them Christians

—to confirm them—to forgive their sins—and to

bury their bodies in sure and certain hope of hea-

ven. From this fatal sleep of ignorance and error,

they were aroused by itinerant preachers; many
of whom were men of education, of irreproachable

morals, and most benevolent habits. They went

forth upon their mission at a fearful sacrifice of

comfort, property, health, and even of life; calling

all to repentance, and to obey the light within

—

to follow on to perfection in this life—and, at the

same time, denouncing all hireling ministers.

They were called in derision, Familists, Ranters,

Quakers, New Lights, <fec. The old leaven, which

had led the people without inquiry to follow the

])riests, now operated on multitudes to follow those

ardent and self-denying leaders. The Familists,

or family of love, were consistent in their lives ;

—

considered every day a sabbath, and baptized none

under thirty years of age. The Ranters mingled

a little truth with much error—abused their Chris-

tian liberty—and lived licentiously, and were a

scandal to religion. The Quakers—so called from

their trembling agitation when imder a powerful

sense of eternal realities, and because, In preaching,

they admonished their hearers to tremble and

quake at the word of God—considered the sacra-

ments as mere ceremonies, inconsistent with spiri-

tual worship—lived and dressed wath the utmost

simplicity, and took the lead in attacking error at

all risks.

These itinerants went through the whole length

and breadth of the land, and in every place of public

resort they made proclamation. In fairs, markets,

meetings, assizes, and steeple-houses, their voice

was heard denouncing evil and exhorting to righte-

ousness. Short weights and deceit were declared

an abomination to the Lord, in fairs and markets.

Every religious delusion was exposed in meetings

and parish churches. The journals of George

Fox, and others, are exceedingly interesting in

recounting their hazardous adventures, zeal, and

no ordinary degree of ready wit and talent. Some

of these itinerants came to Bedford, and in the

parish church, called 'the steeple-house,' in Bed-

ford town, on the 23d of May, 1656, they met

John Bunyan, probably after he had been minis-

tering there. With him they held a public dispu-

tation or controversy, to which allusions are made

by both parties,* and in Bunyan they met a master

spirit who confounded them. The subjects in dis-

pute were of the deepest importance—the work of

the Holy Spirit in conversion—the authority of the

Bible—the perfection of holiness In this life—and

whether it was lawful to perform the work of the

ministry for hire.

After a very careful perusal of E. Burrough's

answers to Bunyan, it Is gratifying to find that the

whole truth is set forth In the following pages;

—

some of the facts are worthy of a careful notice.

The Baptists and Independents had long existed

In this country, and had pubUshed confessions of

faith. The Ranters and Familists existed not as

sects but in name, and soon disappeared. The

Quakers, who were confounded with the Ranters

and Familists, were not at this time formed into a

society; nor had they published any book of dis-

cipline. The Society of Friends were some years

after united, and have been one of the most usefid

as well as the brightest ornaments to this kingdom.

The works of Fox, Penn, Barclay, and others, with

their books of discipline, and yearly epistles, shew

that they, to a very great extent, agree with Bun-

yan In his sentiments ; and it is well worthy of

notice that, in the latter part of his life, when he

wrote his admirable treatise on the resurrection of

the dead, he does not accuse the Society of Friends

with holding an3'- false opinions, Bunyan is clear

and scriptural upon the ' Light within,' or that

conscience of right and wrong which all possess to

* Sec Burrougli's Works, p. 304.
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their condemnation—as distingulslied from tlie in-

dwelling of the Holy Spirit, the gift of God to his

people, revealing in them the pardon of sin and
hope of glory, by opening their understandings to

receive the truths of the Bible. "When Ann Blake-

ley bid Bunyan ' throw away the Scriptures, ' he

replied, ' No, for then the devil would be too hard

for me.'* And when accused of beinir a hireling

priest, how triumphant was the reply—it ought to

be printed in letters of gold. He was charged with

making merchandize of souls, and he answered

—

' Friend, dost thou speak this from thy own know-

ledge, or did any other tell thee so? However,

that spirit that led thee out this way is a lying

spirit. For though I be poor, and of no repute in

the world, as to outward things; yet through grace

I have learned by the example of the apostle, to

preach the truth ; and also to work with my
hands, both for my own living, and for those that

are with me, when I have opportunity. And I

trust that the Lord Jesus, who hath helped me to

reject the wages of unrighteousness hitherto, will

also help me still, so that I shall distribute that

which God hath given me freely, and not for filthy

lucre's sake.'t How does this contrast with the

description of the state clergy, before the triers

were appointed. |
Favoured by the kind assistance of Charles

Bowden, the secretary to the Society of Friends,

access was afforded me to the extensive library in

Devonshire House, and upon collation of Bunyan's

quotations with the original editions of Burrough's

exceedingly rare tracts, my gratification was great

to find that every extract made by John Buuyau
was perfectly faithfid.

Edward Burrough, called a son of thunder and

of consolation, answered both these treatises of

Bxmyan's,—denying, on the part of the Quakers,

many of the charges made against them, as con-

nected with the Ranters. He was a man of great

talent—fearless, devoted, and pious. He became

extensively useful; and like thousands of most ex-

cellent men, was sacrificed at the shrine of that

fanatical church over which the profligate and de-

bauched Charles the Second was the supreme head.

He died in the prime of life, receiving the crown

of martyrdom, when his happy spirit ascended from

Newgate in 1662 : aged 28 years.

i'age 201. t Page 201. i Page 178.

No sect was so severely tormented as the Qua-
kers. A fanatical clergjTnan, Edward Lane, in

a book called 'Look unto Jesus,' 1GG3, thus pours
forth his soul, breathing out cruelty— ' I hope and
pray the Lord to incline the heart of his majesty
our religious King, to suppress the Quakers, that

none of them may be sufi'ered to abide in the

land.' A prayer as full of cruelty against a

most peacefid and valuable part of the commu-
nity, as it was hj-pocritical in calling a debauched
and profligate man [Charles the Second] ' our

religious king.'

Controversy was carried on in those days with

extreme virulence ; learned and unlettered men
alike used violent language, which, in this enligh*-

ened and comparatively happy age, is read with

wonder. Burrough called his answer ' The Gospel

of Peace contended for in the spirit of meekness

and of love. ' He meekly commences with— ' How
long, ye crafty fowlers, will je prey upon the inno-

cent ; how long shall the righteous be a prey to

your teeth, ye subtile foxes; your dens are in dark-

ness, and your mischief is hatched upon your beds

of secret whoredoms.' He says, 'I own the wordi

but I deny thy voice.' Such was the unhallowed

spirit of controversy in that age. A harsh epithet

was called faithful dealing: thus, a learned clergy-

man, writing upon Baptism, entitled his work

—

' The Anabaptists ducked and plunged over head

and ears—washed and shrunk in the washing;' to

which an equally learned Baptist replied, in his

' Baby Baptism mere Babyism. ' AU this unseemly

violence has passed away, and with it much of the

virulence of persecution ; soon may it pass away

altogether, only to be pointed at as the evidence

of a barbarous age. We now look back to cruelties

perpetrated m the times of Bunyan by the national

religion, as a stigma upon human nature, ' What
a church is this of yours, to be defended by gaols,

and prisons, and whips, and stocks, and violent

dealing. '
* Let us fairly try our spiritual weapons,

and not carnal cruel tortures.' ' Let us not hurt

or imprison each other, nor put in the stocks, nor

cruelly whip and lacerate each others' bodies ; but

let us thrash deceit, whip and beat that and all

false doctrines
:

' these were the breathings of our

pilgrim forefathers,—it is the language of common

sense and of real religion. Ma}' such sentiments

spread, and soou cover the earth!

—

Gko. Oi-fuu.
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TEE AUTHOR TO THE READER.

Seeing tlie Lord liath been pleased to put it into

my heart, to write a few things to thee (Reader)

touching those things which are most surely be-

lieved by all those that are, or shall be saved. Lu.

i. 1. Ac. xiii. 38. I think it meet also, to stir up

thy heart by way of remembrance, touching

those things that are the hindrances of thy believ-

ing the things that are necessary to the welfare

of thine immortal soul. And indeed, this is the

only thing necessary ; it is better to lose all that

ever thou hast, than to have thy soid and body

for ever cast into hell ; And therefore, I beseech

thee to consider with me a few things touching

tlie stratagems, or subtle temptations of the devil,

whereby he lieth in Avait, if by any means he may,

to make thee fall short of eternal life, i Pe. v. 8.

And first of all, he doth endeavour by all means

to keep thee in love with thy sins and pleasures,

knowing that he is sure of thee, if he can but

bewitch thee to live and die in them, l Co. vi. 9,

10; 2 Th. ii. 12. Yea, he knows that he is as sure of

thee, as if he had thee in hell already. Jn. m. 19.

And that he might accomplish his design on

thee in this particular, he laboureth by all means

possible to keep thy conscience asleep in security

and self - conceitedness, keeping thee from all

things that might be a means to awaken and rouse

up thine heart. As first, he will endeavour to

keep thee from hearing of the word, by sug-

gesting unto [thee] this and the other worldly

business which must be performed ; so that thou

Avilt not want excuse to keep thee from the ordi-

nances of Christ, in hearing, reading, meditation,

<fec., or else, he seeks to disturb, and distract thy

mind Avhen thou art conversant in these things,

that thou canst not attend to them diligently, and
so they become unprofitable; or else if thou art a

little more stirred, he labours to rock thee asleep

again, by casting thee upon, and keeping thee in

evil company, as among rioters, drunkards, jesters,

and other of his instruments, which he employeth

on purpose to keep thee secure, and so ruin thy

soul and body for ever and ever.

If not thus, then peradventure he will seek to

persuade thee it is but a melancholy fit, and will

]iut thee upon the works of thy calling, or thy

jileasurcs, or physic; or some other trick he will

invent, such as best agreeth with thy nature.

And thus thy heart is again dcaded, and thou art

kept in carnal security, that thou mightest perish

for ever. But if notwithstanding these, and many
cunning slights more which might be named, he

cannot so blind, and benumb thy conscience, but

that it doth see and feci sin to be a burden,

intolerable and exceeding sinful ; Then in the

second place, his design is to drive thee to despair,

by persuading thee that thy sins are too big to be

pardoned ; he will seek by all means possible to

aggravate them by all the circumstances of time,

place, person, manner, nature, and continuance of

thy sins, he will object in thy soul, thou hast out-

sinned grace, by rejecting so many exhortations,

and admonitions, so many reproofs, so many ten-

ders of grace; hadst thou closed in with them it

had been well with thee, but now thou hast stood

it out so long, that there is no hope for thee: thou

mightest have come sooner, if thou didst look to be

saved, but now it is too late. And withal, that he

might carry on his design upon thee to purpose, he

will be sure to present to thy conscience, the most

sad sentences of the scripture; yea, and set them

home with such cunning arguments, that, if it be

possible, he will make thee despair, and make
away thyself, as did Judas.

But if lie be prevented in this his intended pur-

pose; the next thing he doth beset thee with, is to

make thee rest upon thine own righteousness, tell-

ing thee, that if thou wilt needs be saved, thou

must earn heaven with thy fingers' ends ; and it may
be, he represents to thy soul such a scripture; 'If

thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ?
' And

thou having (but in the strength of nature) kept

thyself from thy former grosser pollutions, and it

may be from some more secret sins, are ready to

conclude, now thou dost well; now God accepts

thee; now he will pardon, yea, hath pardoned thee;

now thy condition is good, and so goest on till

thou meetest with a searching word, and ministry,

which tells thee, and discovers plainly unto thee,

that thou doest all this while deceive thyself, by a

vain hope and confidence; for tho' thou seek

after the law of righteousness, thou hast not yet

attained to the law of righteousness, nor yet canst,

because thou seekest it ' not by faith, but as it

were, by the works of the law.' Ro. k. 3i, 32. Here

again, thou art left in the mire, and now perad-

venture thou seest, that thou art not profited by

the works of the law, nor thy own righteou.sness

:

And this makes thee stir a little, but in process of

time, (through the subtil sleights of the devil, and

the wickedness of thine own heart;) thou forgettest

thy trouble of conscience, and slippest into a notion

of the gospel, and the. grace thereof, and now thou

thinkest thyself cock-sure : Now thou art able to

say, ' He that lives and dies in his sins, shaU be

damned for them : lie that trusts in his own righ-

teousness, shall not be saved
:

' Now thou canst cry,

' grace, grace, it's freely by grace, it's through
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the death of the man Christ Jesus, that sinners do

attain unto eternal life. ' He. ix. 14. This, I say, thou

hast in the notion, and hast not the power of the

same in thine heart, and so it may be thine head

is full of the knowledge of the scriptures, though

thine heart be empty of sanctifying grace. And
thus thou dost rejoice for a time. Yet because

thou hast not the root of the matter within thee,

in time of temptation thou fallest away. Lu. viii. 13.

Now being in this condition, and thinking thy-

self to be wondrous well, because of that notion of

tlie truth, and that notion thou hast in the things

of God : I say, being in this state, thou art liable

to these dangers.

First, Thou art like to perish if thou die with

this notion in thine head, except God out of his

rich grace do work a saving work of grace and

knowledge in thy heart; for know this, thou may-
est tmderstand glorious mysteries, and yet be a

cast-away, l Co. xiii. 1—3. Or else,

Secondly, Thou art liable to the next damnable

heresy that the devil sendeth into the world.

See and consider Lu. viii. 13. 2 Ti. ii. 18. I say, thou

dost lie liable to be carried away with it, and to

be captivated by it; so that at last, through the

delusions of the devil, thou mayest have thy con-

science seared as with an hot iron, so hard, that

neither laAv, nor gospel, can make any entrance

thereinto, to the doing of thee the least good.

And indeed, who are the men that at this day are

60 deluded by the quakers, and other pernicious

doctrines ; but those who thought it enough to be

talkers of the gospel, and grace of God, without

seeking and giving all dihgence to make it sure

unto themselves ? 'And for this cause God' [shall

send] hath sent ' them strong delusion, that they

should believe a lie: -That they all might be damned,

who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in

unrighteousness, ' as it is written. 2 Th. ii. ii, 12. And
indeed if you mark it, you shall see, that they be

such kind of people, who at this day are so carried

away with the quakers' delusions : namely, a com-

pany of loose ranters, and light notionists, with

here and there a legalist, which were shaking in

their principles from time to time, sometimes on this

religion, sometimes on that.* And thus these un-

stable soids are deluded and beguiled at last. 2 Pe. ii.

14. So that these who before (as one would have

thought) had something of God in them, are now
turned such enemies to the glorious truths of the

gospel, that there are none so obstinately erroneous

as they. And indeed it is just with God, to give

them over to 'believe a lie,'3 Th. ii. ii.who before were

* Tlie word 'quaters' must not be misundersood as refer-

ring to the society oi friends, but to some deluded individuals

c:illing; themselves quakers ; the friends were not formed into a

society for some years after this was written.—En.

SO idle that they would not receive the truth of God
into their hearts, in the love of it. And to be
bewitched by the devil to obey his temptations, and
be damned, who would not obey the truth, that

they might be saved. Ga. iii. i.

But you will say, what lies are those, that the

devil beguileth poor souls withal ? I shall brieily

tell you some of them, but having before said,

that they especially are hable to the danger of

them, who slip into high notions, and rest there;

taking that for true faith which is not. I shall

desire thee seriously to consider this one character

of a NOTIONIST. Such an one, whether he perceives

it or not, is puffed up in his fleshly mind, and ad-

vanceth himself above others, thinking but few

may compare with him for religion and knowledge
in the scriptures, but are ignorant and foolish in

comparison of him : (Thus knowledge puffeth up,

1 Cor. \-iii. 1.) whereas when men receive truth in the

love of the truth, the more the head and heart is

filled with the knowledge of the mystery of godli-

ness, the more it is emptied of its own things, and

is more sensible of its own vileness, and so truly

humbled in its own eyes.

And further, a notionist, though he fall from

his former strictness and seeming holiness, and

appear more loose, and vain in his practices, yet

speaks as confidently of himself, as to assurance

of salvation, the love of God, and union with God,

as ever. But now to return, and declare some of

those lies which the devil persuades some of these

men to believe.

I. That salvation was not fully, and completely

wrought out for poor sinners by the man Christ

Jesus, though he did it gloriously, Ac. xiii. S8, 39. by

his death upon the cross, without the gates of Jeru-

salem, Heb. xiii. 12. compared with Jn. xix. 19, 20.

II. This is another of his lies wherewith he

doth deceive poor sinners, bidding them follow the

light that they brought into the world with them,

telling them, that light will lead them to the king-

dom ; for (say they) it will convince of sin, as

swearing, lying, stealing, covetousness, and the

rest of the sins against the law. Eo. m. 20. But ' the

law is not of faith. ' Ga. iu. 13. And then I am sure,

that it, with all its motions and convictions, is

never able to justify the soul of any poor sinner.

' For as many as are of the works of the law are

under the curse: for it is written. Cursed is every

one that conthiueth not in all things Avhich are

wi-itten in the book of the law to do them,' Ga. iii. 10.

but that no man is justified by the law is evident,

for. The just shall live by faith,' ver. 11. Now

because I am not altogether ignorant of the de-

lusion of the devil touching tliis grace of faith al.so,

I shall therefore in short give thee (reader) a

brief, yet true description from the scripture. 1.

What true justifying faith is, and what it lays
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hold upon. 2, I shall shew who it doth come

from. 3. That every one hath it not. 4. What

are the fruits of it.

1. First therefore, tine faith is a fruit, work, or

gift of the Spirit of God, Ga. v. 23. 2 Th. i. ll. and 1 Co. xii.

9. whereby a poor soul is enabled through tlie

mighty operation of God, Col. ii. 13. in a sense of its

sins and wretched estate to lay hold on the right-

eousness, blood, death, resurrection, ascension,

intercession, and coming again of the Son of God

which was crucified without the gates of Jeru-

salem, for eternal life ; Jn. in. 16—is. compared with

Mat. iii. 17. Ga. ii. 20. Eo. v. 8—10. Ro. iii. 25. Ac. xri. 31. He. xiii. 13.

according to that saying in lie. xi. i. 'Now

faith is the substance of things hoped for,' and

•the evidence of things not seen,' that is, the things

that are hoped for faith sees, lays hold upon, and

embraces them, He. xi. 13. as if they were present

;

yea, it seals up the certainty of them to the soul.

Therefore saith the Apostle, it is the evidence, or

testimony, or witness, of those things that are not

seen as yet with a bodily eye ; which are obtained

by the blood of the man Christ Jesus, lie. ix. 14. com-

pared with He. X. 13, 19, 20. by which the soul sees as

in a glass the things that God hath laid up for them

that fear him. 1 Co. xiii. 12. 2 Co. iii. 18.

2. If you would know wJto this faith comesfrom,

read Ep. ii. 8. ' For by grace ye are saved (saith the

scripture) through faith ; and that not of your-

selves: it is \\\& gift of God.' Again, in Phil. i. 29.

it is thus written :
' For unto you (that are believ-

ers) it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to

believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;'

And thus much do the Apostles hold forth to us

in their prayer, or request to the Lord Jesus,

when they ?>&j, 'Lord increase our faith, ' Lu. xvii. 5.

and he is therefore called ' the author and finisher

of our faith.' lie. xii. 2. Also we find in Ja. i. 17. that

'Every good gift and every perfect gift is from

above, and conieth down from the Father of lights,

'

he, and therefore faith comes from God, for true

justifying faith is a good gift, and perfect in re-

spect of the author God, in respect of its object,

Christ ; and in respect of the nature, though not

in respect of the degree, and measure of it in us

:

even as a grain of gold, is as perfect gold, as a

pound of gold, though not so much.

3. All men Jiave not faith, this the Apostle wit-

nesseth in so many words as we find, 2 Th. iii. 3. and Da.

xxxii. 20. Also in Ti. i. 15. ' Unto them that are de-

filed and unbelieving is nothing pure,' &c. It

appeareth also in this, that all do not attain salva-

tion, which they must needs do if they had true

justifying faith ; compare Lu. xiii. 34. and l Jn. v. 19. with

Mark xvi. 16. And He. iv. 3. with ver. 6. and 11. * they that be-

lieve shall be saved.'

4. Tlie fruits of it are, (1.) to purify the heart,

Ac XV. 9. and 1 Jn. iii. 3. and that, as I said before, by

laying hold on what Jesus Christ had done and

suffered for sinners. Ac. xiii. 38, 39. (2.) It fills the

soul with peace and joy, in that it lays hold on the

things that are obtamed for it. Ko. v. l. 2 Ti. i. 9, 10.

iPei. 8. (3.) It makes the soul to wait patiently,

for the glory that is to be revealed at the second

appearing of the man Christ Jesus, whom God

hath raised from the dead, which hath also de-

livered it from the wrath to come, as in Ti. ii. 13, 14.

1 Pe. iv. 13. and v. 1, 4. 1 Th.i. 10.

Quest.—But how (may some say) doth the devil

make his delusions take place in the hearts of poor

creatures ?

Ansio. 1 .—Why, first. He labours to render the

doctrine of the Lord Jesus, and salvation by him

alone, very odious and low: and also his ordinances,

as hearing, reading, meditation, use of the scrip-

tures, &c. telling poor sinners that these things

are but poor, low, carnal, beggarly, empty notions;

preached up by the clergymen, who are the scribes

and pharisees of this generation ; who have the

letter, but not the Spirit of God in them ; which

lead men into the form, but not into the power of

the Lord Jesus : And with this persuasion, he also

represents the ungodly and base carriage, or be-

haviour, of some, who have taken in hand to preach

the doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thereby

he doth render the gospel of our Lord Jesus the

more contemptible and base. But Avoe, woe, woe,

be to them by whom such ofi"ences come. Mat. xv-iiL

7. Lu. xvii. 1, 2.

Ansio. 2. He pretends to lead them up into

some higher light, mysteries, and revelations of

the Spirit, into which a very few have attained or

can attain, also bewitching their afi"ections, and

taking them with an earnest pursuit after these

his pretended truths
;
persuading them, that they

shall bo as God himself, able to discern between

good and evil. Ge. iii. 5. And in this he is exceeding

subtil and expert, as having practised it ever since

the days of Adam. These things being thus con-

sidered, and in some measure hungered after, and

the rather because they are good (as they think)

to make one wise. Ge. iii. g. The poor soul is all on

the sudden possessed with a desperate spirit of

delusion, which carries it away headlong with some

high, light, frothy notions, and spiritual wicked-

ness (which drown it in perdition and destruction)

that doth feed and tickle the heart a while, to the

end it may make way for a farther manifestation

of itself in the poor deluded soul; which when it

hath attained to, it doth then begin to bring the

sold into a clearer sight of those things, which it

was loth it should know at the first ; but having

fitted the soul by degrees for a further possession

of itself, at last it begins to hold forth its new

gospel ; shewing the soul a new Christ, and new

scriptm-es. The new and false Christ, is a Christ
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cniclfied within, dead witliin, risen again within,

and ascended within, in opposition to the Son of

Mary, who was crucified without, dead without, risen

again without, and ascended in a cloud away from

his disciples into heaven without them. Ac. i. 9—ll.

Now this new and false Christ, hath a new and

false faith belonging to his gospel, which faith is

this, to apprehend this Christ crucified within, dead

within, risen again within, and ascended within:

But ask them for a scripture that doth positively

prove their doctrine, they also have a scripture,

but it is within, it doth hear witness within, and

if they had not that, (though that be of the devil's

making) I am sure they would have none out of

God's holy scriptures, for they will allow of no

crucified Christ, but he that was crucified without

the gates of Jerusalem, He. xiii. 12. Jn. xix. 17, 18. Dead

and buried in the sepulchre of Joseph of Arima-

thea. Jn. xix. 38—41. Was raised again out of that

sepulchre into which Joseph had laid him. Jn. xx.

1—13. Who went before his disciples into Galilee.

Mar. rri. 7. And to Emmaus. Lu.xxiv.15. Shewed

them his hands and his feet, where the nails had

gone through. Lu. xnv. 39,40. Did eat and drink with

them after his resurrection : Was seen of them on

earth forty days after his resurrection. Ac. i. 3. And
after that ascended away in a cloud, out of the

sight of his disciples into heaven. Aci. 9—11. Which

Christ ever lives to make intercession for us. ne.

vii. 25. Who will come again also at the end of the

world to judgment. Ac. x. 42; xvii. 31; 2 Pe. iii. 10, 11. Who
also is the same that hath obtained eternal re-

demption for us. Ac. xiiL 37—39. Ro. iii. 25. Ep. i. 7. Re. i. 5.

He. i. 2; ix. 14. This I Say, or rather the scriptures

say, is God's Christ. Mat. xvi. 16. In whom he is

weU pleased. Mat. iii. 17. Neither doth God own any

other, or allow of any other: For there is none

other name imder heaven given among men,

whereby we must be saved, than the name of Jesus

of Nazareth, An. iv. 10. compared with ver. 11, 12. But as I

told you before, the way to be thus deluded, is

first to render God's Christ odious and low, with

a pretence of some further light and revelations

;

and thus professing themselves to be wise, they

became fools. Ro. 1 22.

Quest.—But you will say, doth not the scripture

make mention of a Christ within ? Coi. i. 27; 2 Co. xiii. 5.

Ro. viii. 10.

Though I shau go Answ.—I answer, God's Christ
seemingly about in ^ jg ^^.^^Q Q^^ and true
answer to the ques- """^> " >

tion, yet it will be man ; he was born of the \ irgin
very profitable to /^ i j ±
them who shall Mary, true God, and true man.

Se^^^'se^nttt Mat. i. 23. « And they shall call his

lii^reof. name Emmanuel, which being in-

terpreted is, God with us,' or God in our nature,

according to i Ti. m. 16. ' God was manifested in

the flesh
:

'. And Jn. 1. 1*. ' The word was made

flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.' And in lie. ii. u.
' Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of

flesh and blood, he, ' that is, God, He. i. 8. ' also

himself hkewise took part of the same, that through
death he might destroy him that had the power
of death, that is, the devil. ' Now as he was thus

true God, and true man, so he became our re-

deemer and Saviour. Compare the first and
second chapters to the Hebrews together, and you
may clearly see that this is a glorious truth, that

he who is the first and the last. Re. i. 17, 18; ii. 8.

humbled himself, and made himself of no reputa-

tion, and took upon him the form of a servant,

and was made in the likeness of men : And was

this all? No. He humbled himself unto death,

even the death of the cross. Phi. ii. 7,8. compHred with Re.

i. 17, 18. and Re. ii. 8. with Ga. i. 4. Now after this Christ

of God, true God and true man, had wrought out

eternal redemption for us poor miserable sinners,

He. ix. 14. compared with 1 Ti. i. 15. I say, after he had done

this, he ascended up into heaven, and there ever

lives to make intercession for us. Now this Christ,

having thus completely wrought out our salvation,

sends his disciples abroad to preach the same to

poor sinners, Ac. ii. 2 Co. v. 19, 20. and so many as were

ordained to eternal life, when they heard the word,

or the gospel preached by the Apostles, which

gospel was this Christ, 1 Co. i. 17. compared with ver. 23. I

£ay, so many as were ordained to eternal life, when

they heard the word, the Holy Ghost or Spirit of

Christ, fell upon them, Ac. x. 44. compared with Ac. xiii. 48.

which did lead them into the redemption and glori-

ous things that the Lord Jesus had laid up and

prepared for them. jn. xvi. is—15; l Co. ii. 9. Which

Spirit was the earnest of their inheritance, initil

the redemption of the purchased possession, to the

praise of his glory. Ep.i.l3,i4. The earnest of their

inheritance was a glorious encouragement to them

that had it, to hope for the glory that was to be

revealed at the appearing of Jesus Christ, which

is the meaning of that place in Col. i. 27. And that

will be seen clearly, if we compare it with Ep.i 13,14.

before recited. Now this Spirit, which
^^^ ^ ^^

sometimes is called the Spirit of Christ. Christ is the

„, . n • •
, T -L • earnest ot tliat

2 Co. xiii. 5. This Spirit, i say, being uii,eriiiiuce,

given to all those that were ordained \lf ^]^'%^i

to eternal life, it must needs follow, and man, did
'

, ,._,.. obtam.

that those that had not this Spirit,

but did live and die without it, were not ordained

to eternal life, and so were none of Christ's; biit

were reprobates, Ro. viii. 9. for the Spirit of Christ is

the distinguishing character betwixt a believer and

an unbehever, he" that hath it, and is led by it, is

a child of God, Ro. vii. 4. but he that hath it not is

none of Christ's.

So then, the answer that I give to ^^J^^"^
the question, is this. The Spirit of
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Christ that is given to believers, is the earnest or

hope of that inheritance that Christ hath ah-eady

purchased, and is now preparing for so many as

he hath given, or shall give this holy spirit unto.

And for the proof hereof, read Ep. i. 13, u. In whom

(saith the scripture) ye also trusted, after that ye

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salva-

tion. In Avhom also, after that ye believed, ye

were sealed with the holy Spirit of promise, which

is the earnest of our inheritance ;
(which inheri-

tance is the eternal redemption that was purchased

by Christ for poor sinners, He. ix. 15.) until the re-

demption of the purchased possession, unto the

praise of his glory. Again, Ga. v. 5. ' For ye through

the Spirit, wait for the hope of righteousness by

faith.' And Col. i. 27. the Apostle speaking of this

great mystery, saith, 'To whom God woidd make

known what is the riches of the glory of this

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in

you the hope of glory
;

' which glory was then re-

vealed to the saints no otherwise than by faith, as

the Apostle saith, ' We rejoice i^i hope of the glory

of God. ' Ro. V. 2. Which hope is begotten by the

Spirit's shedding abroad the love of God in our

hearts, ver. 5. which hope is not yet seen, that is,

not yet actually enjoyed ;
' For we are saved by

hope : But hope that is seen is not hope : for what

a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for ? But if

we hope for that we see not, then do we with

patience wait for if.' Ro.viii. 24, 25. And as I say,

the cause of believers' hope is this, Christ, or the

Spirit of Christ, in them, the hope of glory. And
indeed he may well hope for glory to come, who
hath already an earnest thereof given him of God,

and that earnest no less than the Spirit of the Lord

Jesus. Ho. Tiii. 16. 17.

But now, this Spirit, which is the cause of a

believer's hope, aU men have not. Jude 19. Ep. ii. 12.

Ro. viii. 9. Jp. xiv. 16, 17. Therefoi'e what a sad doctrine

is that which saith, follow the UgM that Christ

hath enlightened every man withal, which cometh

into the world ; which light is the conscience, that

convinceth of sins against the law ; and that you

may see clearly if you mind that scripture, Jn. vm. 9.

which saith. That the Pharisees, [which had
neither the love of God, nor his word, abiding in

them, Jn. V. 38, 43.] when they had heard Christ

speaking thus to them. He that is without sin

among you, <fcc. being convicted by their own
consciences, went out one by one, beginning at the

eldest, even to the least. But the devil, that he

might be sure not to miss of his design, labours by

T^ • *, • t <•.! all means to render the scriptures
It IS the spirit of the

.
j^

v,"

devil that dotli ren- also odious and low, telling them
der the Scriptures n .1 . , -.i • t • ,

(ontempUbie and 01 the scriptures withni ; Avhich
^"*'

Christ never taught, nor yet his

disciples : But they being given up of God to a

reprobate mind, have given themselves over, rather

to follow the suggestions of the devil, than the

holy scriptures which God hath commanded us to be-

take ourselves to, is. viii. 20. compared witli Jn. v. 39. wllich

scripture is called the sword of the Spirit, Ep. vi.

17. which weapon our Lord Jesus himself held up,

to overcome the devil withal. Mat. ir. 4, 7, ^0. Lu. iv. 4.

8, 12. But this design (as I told you) the devil

carries on, by pretending to sheAv them a more

excellent way which they may attain to, if they be

but wise, and follow what is made known unto

them from the light within them.

But, reader, that thou mayest be able to escape

the snare of this cunning hunter, I shall lay thee

down some few directions, which if the Lord give

thee grace to follow, thou shalt escajie these

WICKED DELUSIONS.

Direct. 1. And first of all, I do admonish thee

to be very serious touching thine estate and condi-

tion; and examine thine own heart by the rule of

the word of God, whether or no, thou hast as yet

any beginnings of desiring after religion : and if

thou findest that thou hast lived until now in igno-

rance, and hast not set thyself to remember thy

Creator as thou art commanded, Ec. xii. 1. then I

beseech thee consider that thou art under the

wrath of Almighty God, and hast been so ever

since thou camest into the world, Ep. ii. 1, 2. being

then in thy first parents, those didst transgress

against thy maker, Ro. v. is. ' Therefore as by the

offence of one,' that is, of Adam, vcr. 14. 'judgment

came upon all men to condemnation.' Besides the

many sins thou hast committed ever since thou

wast born : sins against the law of God, and sins

against the gospel of the grace of God; sins against

the long-suffering and forbearance of God, and sins

against his judgments ; sins of omission, and sins

of commission, in thoughts, words, and actions :

consider, I say, thy condition; yea, get a very

great sense of thy sins that thou hast committed

;

and that thou mayest so do, beg of God to convince

thee by his Holy Spirit, not only of sins against

law, bnt also of that damning sin, the sin of mibe-

lief. .

Direct. 2, If thou by grace, art but brought into

such an estate as to see thyself in a lost condition

because of sin, without the Lord Jesus ; then in

the next place, have a care of resting on any duty

done, though it be never so specious ; I say, have

a care of making any stay anywhere on this side

the Lord Jesus Christ: but aboveall strive tobelieve,

that that very Man that was born of the Virgin

Mary, did come into the world on purpose to save

thee, as well as other poor sinners: I say, thou

must not be content till thou art enabled to say,

' He loved me, and gave himself for me. ' Ga. ii. 20.

And that thou mayest be sure to attain to tliia

most precious faith, (for so it is) be much in ap-

plying the freest promises to thy own soul
;
yea,
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those tliat have no conditions annexed to them, as

these, or other like, Re.xxu.l7.Je.xxxi.3;iu. Jn.vi.37.alsoxiv.

19. Ho. xiv. 3. I saj, lahour to apply to thy own soul

in particular, the most glorious and freest promises

in the book of God. And if at any time the devil

besets thee by his temptations, (for so is his wonted
manner to do, and so much the more, as he sees

thee labour to get out of his reach) I say, when he

assails thee with his fiery darts, be sure to act

faith on the most free promises, and have a care

that thou dost not enter into any dispute with him,

but rather resist him by those blessed promises that

are laid diovra. in the word of God : And withal, be

sure to meditate upon the blood of the man Christ

Jesus, who also is the true God, and read those

scriptm-es that do most fully and clearly speak of

it ; as, 1 Jn. i. 7. Ep. i. 7. He. ix. 14. Ro. iii. 25.

Direct. 3. But if thou say (as it is often the speech

of poor soids lying under a sense of sin, and the

apprehensions of wrath due to it) I cannot apply

the promises to mine own soul ; and the reason is,

because my sixs are so great, and so many. Con-

sider, and know it for a truth, that the more and

greater thou seest thy sins to be, the more cause

hast thou to believe ; yea, thou must therefore be-

lieve because thy sins are great: David made it

an encouragement to himself, or rather the Spirit

of the Lord made it his encouragement, to crave,

yea to hope for pardon, because he had greatly

transgressed. Ps. xxv. ii. ' For thy name's sake,

Lord, (saith he) pardon mine iniquity; for it is

great.' As if he had said, Lord, thy name will

be more glorified, the riches of thy grace wiU be

more advanced, thy mercy and goodness will more

shine, and be magnified in pardoning me who am
guilty of great iniquity, than if thou pardonest

many others who have not committed such heinous

ofi"ences. And I dare say, the reason why thou

believest not, is not because thy sins are great,

but because thou dost reason too much with that

wicked enemy of man's salvation, and givest way

too much to the fleshly reasoning of thine own

heart. For Christ hath said, ' He that cometh

unto me, I will in no wise cast out. ' Jn. ^-i. 37. And
again, ' Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall

be as white as snow.' is. Lis. And Christ calleth

those that labour, and are heavy laden, to come to

him, with promise to give them rest. Mat. xi. 23.

Wherefore thou must not say, my sins are too big;

but thou must say, because I am a great sinner

;

yea, because I have sinned above many of my com-

panions, and am nearer to heU, and eternal damna-

tion than they, because of my sins, therefore wiU

I cry unto the Lord, and say, Lord, pardon my
sins, for they are great.

Now that thou mayest not be deceived in a

matter of so great concernment, have a special

care of these thi'ee things.

VOL. 11.

Caution 1. First, Have a care of putting ofi" thy
trouble of spirit the wrong way, which thou mayest
do three ways

; (1.) When thy conscience flleth in

thy face, and tells thee of thy sins, thou dost put
oft' convictions the Avrong way, if thou dost stop
thy conscience by promising to reform thyself,

and lead a new hfo, and gcttest oft" thy guilt by S(j

doing : for though thou mayest by this means still

and quiet tliy conscience for a time, yet thou canst

not hereby satisfy and appease the wrath of God

:

yea, saith God to such, ' Though thou wash thee

with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine ini-

quity is marked before me. ' Je. u. 22.

(2.) If when thou art under the guilt of thy
sins, thou puttest oft' convictions by tliy perform-

ances of DUTIES, and so satisfiest thy conscience,

then also thou dost put off" thy convictions the wrong
way: for God will not be satisfied with anything'-

less than the blood, righteousness, resurrection,

and intercession of his own Son. Ac. iv. 12. And
thou shouldest not satisfy thyself with any less

than God would have thee to satisfy thyself withal,

and that is the water of life, is. iv. 1, 2. which water

of life thy duties, and aU thy righteousness, is not;

for they are as filthy rags. is. kiv. 6.

(3.) Have a care that when thou art under con-

viction, thou dost not satisfy thyself with a notion

of the free grace of the gospel ; my meaning is,

do not content thyself with any measure of know-

ledge that thou canst attain unto, or bottom thy

peace upon it, thinking thou art now well enough,

because thou canst speak much of the grace of

God, and his love in Christ to poor sinners. For

this thou mayest have, and do ; and yet be but a

companion for Demas, yea, for Judas and the rest

of the damned multitude : As the Apostle saith,

For all this thou mayest be but as sounding brass,

and as a tinkling cymbal ; that is, nothing but a

sound. 1 Co. xiii. 1—3.

Caution 2. But Secondly, If thou wouldcst not

be deceived, then have a care to avoid false doc-

trines, which are according to the spirit of the

devil, and not after Christ. As,

(1.) If any doctrine doth come unto thee, that

tells thee, except thou art circumcised after the

manner of Moses, thou canst not be saved: that

is, if any man come unto thee, and tell thee, thou

must do such and such works of the lav;, to the

end thou mayest present thyself the better before

God, do not receive him : For ' to him that woi-keth

not, but believeth on him that justifieth the un-

godly, his faith is counted for righteousness.' Ro.iv. 5.

(2.) If any come imto thee, and bring such a doc-

trine as this; That thou mayest be Not],jn„ c^n make us

saved by grace, though thou walk in --Pj;;^ -^\^'^^

the imao-inations of thy own wicked Jesus Christ. The

, TT. 1 • 1 • 1 •!• 1 li'unters iloctnne is

heart : His doctnne also is deviiisn, faj^e,

do not receive him. De. x.\L\-. 10—23.
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(3.) But if any come unto thee, and dotli in truth

advance the blood, rigJiteousness, resurrection, inter-

cession, and second coming of that very Man in the

clouds of heaven, that was horn of the virgin Mary

;

and doth press thee to beheve on what he hath

done (shewing thee thy lost condition without him)

and to own it as done for thee in particular, and

withal doth admonish thee, not to trust in a, bare

notion of it, but to receive it into thy heart, so

really, that thy very heart and soul may burn in

love to the Lord Jesus Christ again : and doth also

teach thee, that the love of Christ should and must

constrain thee, not to hve to thyself: But to him

that loved thee, and gave himself for thee. 2 Co. v.

14, 15. Ep. iv. 21—24. 1 Co. tu. 23. * Ye are bought with a

price; be not ye the servants of men.' If his

conversation be also agreeable to his doctrine, a

believing, honest, loving, self-denying,

The doctrine is courteous Conversation, (he also is a
true, Hiidol God,

_ _ / ^

wiiatever the true Christian.) Receive that doctrine

and receive it really; for it is the doc-

trine of God, and of Christ. Ga. iv. 4; i. 4. Ep. i. 7. Re. i. 5.

Ac. xiii. 38. Jn. i. 29. Ac. iv. 12; x. 40—42. and 1 Th. i. 10. Mar. xiii.ult.

2 Pe. i. 5—10. Considering the end of their conversa-

tion Jesus Christ, yesterday, and to-day, and the

same for ever. He. xiii. 7, 8.

Caution 3. Again, If thou wonkiest not be de-

ceived, then beware of slighting any known truth

that thou findest revealed, or made known to

thee in the gospel; but honour and obey it in

its place, be it (as thou thinkest) never so low.

Jn. xiv. 15.

(1.) Have a care that thou do not undervalue,

or entertain low thoughts of God, Christ the Son
of Mary, and the holy scriptures, but search them.
J)i. V. 39. And give attendance to the reading of
them. iTi.iv.i3. For, I will tell thee, he that

slights the scriptures, doth also slight him of Avhom
they testify. And I will tell thee also, that for this

cause God hath given up many to strong delusions,

that they might believe a lie :
' that they all

might be damned who beheved not the truth, but
had pleasure in unrighteousness. ' 2 Th. ii. 11, 12.

(2.) Therefore I say unto thee. In the name of

the Lord Jesus, the Son of Mary, the Son of God,
the very creator of heaven and earth, and all

things that are therein ; have a care of thyself

;

for the devil doth watch for thee day and nio-ht.

1 Pe. V. 8. Thine own heart also doth "labour to de-
ceive thee, if by any means it may. Je. xvii. 9. There-
fore do not thou trust it; for if thou do, thou wilt

not do wisely. Pr. xxviii. 26. I say therefore, have a
care that thou labour in the strength of the Lord
Jesus, to escape all these things ; for if thou fall

into any one of them, it Avill make way for a far-

ther income of sin and the devil, through whose
deceitfulness thy heart will be hardened, and thou
wilt be more incapable of receiving instruction, or

reaping advantage, by and from the ordinances of

Jesus Christ: the rather therefore, give all dili-

gence to believe in the Christ of God, which is the

Son of Mary, and be sure to apply all that he

hath done, and is doing, unto thyself, as for thee

in particular ; which thing if thou dost, thou shalt

never fall.

And now, reader, I shall also give thee some

few considerations, and so I shall commit thee to

the Lord.

Consider, 1. That God doth hold out his grace,

and mercy freely, and that to every one. Re. xxii. 17.

Is. iv. 1—7.

Consider, 2. That there is no way to attain to

this free mercy and grace, but by him that M-as

born of the Virgin Mary; for he himself saith, * I

am the way, and the truth, and the life : no man
Cometh unto the Father but by me. ' Jn. .\iv. 6. com-

pared witli Slat. i. 20, 21.

Consider, 3. If thou strlvest to go over any other

way, thou wilt be but a thief and a robber. Jn. x. i.

compared with 9. And kiiow that none of these (so

continuing) shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.

1 Co. vi. 9, 10.

Consider, 4. That if the devil should be too hard

for thee, and deceive thee, by persuading thee to

embrace, or entertain a new gospel, which neither

Christ nor his disciples did allow of, it wonld make
thee gnash teeth when it is too late.

Consider, 5. That though thou hast been deluded

by Satan to this day, jet if now thine eyes be

opened to see and acknowledge it, though as yet

thou hast been either exceedingly wicked, i Ti. i. 13.

or an idle. Mat. xx. 6, 7. lukewarm, hypocritical pro-

fessor ; Re. ui. 17—19. and hast stood it out to the

last ; Eze. xviii. 20—22. for all this there is hope ; and

if now thou receive the truth in the love of the

truth, being as willing to be rid of the filth of sin,

as the guilt of it, thou shalt be saved.

Consider, 6. That the Lord will call thee to

judgment for all thy sins past, present, and what

else thou shalt practise hereafter, especially for

thy rejecting and trampling on the blood of his

Son, the Man Christ Jesus: And if thou dost not

agree with thine adversar}^ now, Avhile thou art in

the way, 'Lest he hale thee to the judge, and the

judge deliver thee to the officer, and the officer cast,

thee into prison. I tell thee, thou shalt not depart

thence, till thou hast paid the very last mite. ' lu.

xu. 58, 59.

And therefore I beseech thee to consider; Here

is at this time life and death, heaven and hell, ever-

lasting jo}^, and everlasting torment set before thee.

Here is also the way to have the one, and the way
to escape the other. Now if the Lord shall do

thee any good by what I have spoken, I hope it

will be a means to stir me up to thank the Lord

that ever he did use such a sinner as I am, in the
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-work of liis gospel. Aud here I shall close up
what I have said, desiring thee (if thou be a chris-

tian) to praj for him who desu-es to continue

Thy servant in the Lord Jesus Christ, thouoh
less than the least of all saints,

John Bunvan.

THE EPISTLE WEIT BY MK. BURTON, MINISTER AT BEDFORD.

To THE Reader,

Reader, thou hast in this small treatise, set be-

fore thee, the several pieces of that great and glo-

rious mystery, Jesus Christ, God manifested in the

flesh : And if thou art enlightened by the Spirit of

Christ, here thou mayest see by that Spirit how
Jesus Christ the Son of God, the Son of Mary, is

both true God and true Man, both natures making
but one Christ, one Jesus, as Piii. ii. 5—9. where

speaking first of his being God, and then of his

taking upon him the nature of man ; afterwards in

the 8th and 9th verses, he saith, he (meaning this

Jesus) humbled himself, Szc, and God (meaning

the Father) hath highly exalted him, »fcc. speak-

ing of both natures God and man as together

making but one Christ ; who is the Sa\'iour, and

is to be believed and trusted in for salvation not

only as God, but as man also ; and those who do

not thus make him the object of their faith, will

surely fall short of pardon of sin, and of salvation;

* through this man (speaking of Christ as crucified

at Jerusalem) is preached unto you the forgiveness

of sins:' Ac. xiiiss. And saith he, there is 'one

mediator between God and men, the man Christ

Jesus;' iTLii. 5. and this discovers the damnable

errors of those commonly called Socinians, who
on the one hand deny him that was born of the

Virgin Mary to be true God as well as true Man

:

And this is also quite contrary to those commonly

called Familists, Ranters, Quakers, or others,

who on the other hand either deny Christ to be a

real Man xcUhout them, blasphemously fancying

him to be only God manifest in their flesh ; or else

make his human nature with the fulness of the

godhead in it, to be but a tj'pe of God, to be

manifest in the saints, and so according to their

wicked imagination, his human nature was to be

laid aside after he had oftered it up on the cross

without the gate at Jerusalem, contrary to Ac. i. l

—3, 9—11. compared with the last chapter of Luke,

^er. 39, 40, 50, 51. where it is clearl}^ held forth, that the

man Christ rose again out of the grave, with the

same body which was crucified and laid in the

grave, and was taken up above the clouds into

heaven with the same real body, and that he shall

again descend from heaven in that same glorious

body of flesh, as Ac. i. 9—11. And this sure truth of

Christ being the Saviour and Mediator, as Man,

and not only as God, will also shew serious be-

lievers what to think of some, who though they
will not (it may be) deny that Christ is a real man
without them in the heavens as well as God, vet

do o^vn him to be the Saviour only as God, first

dwelling in that flesh that was bora of the Yiro-iu,

and then dwelling in saints, and thus both beo-in-

ning and perfecting their salvation within them,

and so indeed do hold Christ as Man, to be only

(I say to be only) the saved or glorified one of God,

together with the saints his members, only some-

thing in another and more glorious manner and

measure than the saints ; and these high-flown

people are in this very like to Familists and Qua-

kers, undervaluing the Lord Jesus Christ, God-

man, and though they may speak much of Christ,

yet they do not rightly and savingly lay him for

their foundation.

Now as a help against all these dangerous

things, thou hast here the main things of Christ

laid do'mi before thee briefly, and fully proved by

the scriptures:

First, Of his being true God out of flesh from

eternity, and then of his taking flesh, or the nature

of man upon him in the womb of the Virgin, and

so his fulfilling the law, his dying for sins at Jeru-

salem, his rising again without, his ascending into

heaven without, and not into a fancied heaven

only within, as some say ; his interceding in hea-

ven for all his, and his coming again in his body

of flesh to judge the world. And if thou art yet

in a state of nature, though covered over with an

outside profession, here thou mayest flud some-

thing (if the Spirit of Christ meet thee in reading)

to convince thee of the sad condition thou art in,

and to shew thee the righteousness thou art to fly

to by faith, and to trust in for salvation, when con-

vinced of sin ; which is a righteousness wrought

by that God-man Jesus Christ without thee, dying

without thee at Jerusalem for sinners : here also

thou mayest see the ditference between true aud

false faith. If thou art a true behever, as these

things are the foundation of thy faith, so they may

be of great use for thee to meditate upon, and to

exercise thy faith in, particidarly in meditation,

and in this way to seek daily for a higher faith in

these truths, to be given into thy heart from hea-

ven ; and there is a great need of this, for though

these truths be commonly lcno\\-n amongst profea-
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sors to the notion of tlicm, yet very few kno\y or

believe them aright: nay, it may well be said in

this age, that, if the faith of the true saints was

Avell sifted, and tradition, notion, and the apprehen-

sions of their own reason and fancy was sifted out,

most of them would be found to have very little

knowledge of, and faith in, these common truths.

Secondly, These truths being put thus together,

and plainly proved by the scriptures, may be a

great help (through the Spirit concurring) to

strengthen thee against all those damnable here-

sies which are spread abroad, which deny the

Lord Jesus Christ either plainly, or more cun-

ningly and mysteriously. And
Thirdly, The more thou art rooted and set down

from heaven in the faith of these truths of Christ,

to believe fully the glorious reality of them, and

their interest in them, the more heavenly peace

and joy thou wilt have, l Pe.i. 7, 8. and also thou wilt

hereby attain the more true holiness and purity of

heart and life, ' purifying their hearts by faith.

'

Ac. XV. 9. And then the more thou hast of the right

faith of Christ, and of his things in thy heart, the

more strong and valiant wilt thou be in spirit, to

do any work private or public for Jesus Christ,

like Stephen, wlio being full of faith, and of the

Holy Spirit, was also full of power. Ac. vi. 8.

In this book thou hast also laid down from the

scriptures, how Jesus Christ is withotd the saints

as Man, and yet dwelleth within them, that is,

something of his divine nature or his blessed Spirit

dwells within them, Avhich Spirit is sometime

called. The Spirit of Christ. Ro. viu. 9. He that

hath not the Spirit of Christ, <tc. and sometime

called Christ, ' If Christ be in you.' &c. Ko. viii. 10.

And also how we may know whether it be Christ

and the Spirit of Christ within, or a false spirit

calling itself Christ, and that is thus ; If it be in-

deed Christ within, that is, the Spirit of Christ

God-man ; why then it teaches that man or woman
in whom it is, to apply, and trust in Christ ivithout

for salvation ; Christ as born of the Virgin Mary,

as fulfilling the law ivithout them, as dying with-

out the gate of Jerusalem as a sacrifice for sin; it

teaches them to trust in the Man Christ as rising

again out of the grave without them, as ascending

into, and interceding in heaven witJiout for them

;

and as to come from that heaven again in his flesh

to judge the world. Thus the man Christ him-

self saitli, ' When he (the Spirit of truth) is come,

<tc. he shall glorify me.' Jn. xvi. 13, 14. He shall

make you more to prize, admire and glorify me,

who am both God and man, and who shall be ab-

sent from you touching my body. Then follows,

for he shall take of mine (of my glorious tilings) and

shew them to you ; he shall take my divine and

human nature, my birth, my person and offices,

my obedience, death, satisfaction, my resurrection,

ascension and intercession, and ofmy second coming

in the clouds with my mighty angels to judgment,

and shall shew them, or clear them up to you

:

He shall take of my salvation, which I have wrought

for you in my own person without you : And he

shall take of my glory and exaltation in the

heavens, and shew to you. Now to mind this one

thing, and to be set down in a right understanding

of it, by the Spirit, from the scriptures, will be of

great concernment to thee and me ; for, for want

of this, many professors have split themselves,

some looking only on what Christ hath done and

sufi"ered without them, resting in an historical, tra-

ditional, and indeed a fancied faith of it, without

looking for the Spirit of Jesus Christ to come with

power into their hearts, without which they cannot

rightly know, nor rightly believe in Christ the Sou

of God loithout them, so as to have any share or

interest in him, ' If any man have not the Spirit

of Christ, he is none of his.' Ro. viii. 9. Others have

been depending too much upon something they call

Christ, and the righteousness of Christ within them,

in opposition to Christ and his righteousness with-

out them, from which all true saints have their

justification and comfort, it being received through

the operation of the Spirit which dwells in them ;

and however these may talk much of Christ within

them, yet it is manifest, that it is not the Spirit

of Christ, but the spirit of the devil; in that it

doth not glorify, but slight and reject the man
Christ and his righteousness which was wrought

without them : Reader, in this book thou wilt not

meet with high flown airy notions, which some

delight in, counting them high masteries, but the

sound, plain, common, (and yet spiritual and mys-

terious) truths of the gospel, and if thou art a

believer, thou must needs reckon them so, and the

more, if thou hast not only the faith of them in thy

heart, but art daily living in the spiritual sense

and feeling of them, and of thy interest in them.

Neither doth this treatise ofi"er to thee doubtful

controversial things, or matters of opinion, as some

books chiefly do, which when insisted upon, the

weightier things of the gospel have always done

more hurt than good : But here thou hast things

certain, and necessary to be believed, which thou

canst not too much study. Therefore pray, that

thou mayest receive this word which is according

to the scriptures in faith and love, not as the word

of man, but as the word of God, without respect

of persons, and be not offended because Christ

holds forth the glorious treasure of the gospel to

thee in a poor earthen vessel, by one who hath

neither the greatness nor the wisdom of this world

to commend him to thee; for as the scripture,

saith Christ, (who was low and contemptible in

the world himself) ordinarily chooseth such for

himself, and for the doing of his work. 1 Co. i. 26—28.
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Kot many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble are called: But God hatli

chosen the foolish things of the world, <fcc. This

man is not chosen out of an earthly, but out of

the heavenly university, the church of Christ,

which church, as furnished with the Spirit, gifts,

and graces of Christ, was in the beginning, and
still is, and will be to the end of the world, that

out of which the word of the Lord, and so all true

gospel ministers must proceed, whether learned or

unlearned, as to human learning, l Co. xii. 27, 28. And
though this man hath not the learning or wisdom
of man, yet, through grace he hath received the

teaching of God, and the learning of the Spirit of

Christ, which is the thing that makes a man both

a Christian and a minister of the gospel. ' The
Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned,'

<fce. Is. L 4. compared with Lu. iv. 18. where Christ, as man,

saith, ' The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because

he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the

poor,' ize. He hath, through grace taken these

three heavenly degrees, to wit, union with Christ,

the anointing of the Spirit, and experience of the

temptations of Satan, which do more fit a man for

that mighty work of preaching the gospel, than all

university learning and degrees that can be had.

My end in writing these few lines is not to set

up man, but having had experience with many
other saints of this man's soundness in the faith,

of his godly conversation, and his ability to preach
the gospel, not by human art, but by the Spirit of
Christ, and that with much success in the conver-
sion of sinners when there are so many carnal

empty preachers, both learned and unlearned; I

say having had experience of this, and judfino-

this book may be profitable to many others, as

well as to myself: I thought it my duty upon this

account (though I be very unfit for it) to bear
witness with my brother to the plain and simple

(and yet glorious) truths of our Lord Jesus Christ.

And now reader, the Lord give thee and me a

right understanding in these things, that we mav
live and die not with a traditional notional dead
faith, but with a right spiritual lively faith of

Christ in our heart, wrought by the mighty power
of God ; such a faith as may make Jesus Christ

more real and precious to us than any thing in the

world, as may purify our hearts, and make us new
creatures, that so yve may be sure to escape the

wrath to come, and after this life enjoy eternal life

and glor}' through the Lord Jesus Christ, to whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Farewell, thine to serve thee in the Lord Jesus,

John Burtox.

SOME GOSPEL TRUTHS OPENED, &c.

Forasmuch as many have taken in Iland to set

forth their several Judgments concerning the Son

of the Virgin Mary, the Lord JESUS CHRIST ;

and some of those many having most grossly erred

from the simplicity of the Gospel, it seemed good

to me, having had some Knowledge of these

things, to write a few words, to the end, if the

Lord will, Soiils might not be so horribly deluded

by those several corrupt Principles that are gone

into the World concerning him.

Now, that there is such a thing as a Christ, I

shall not spend much time in proving of; only I

shall shew you, that he was first promised to the

fathers, and afterwards expected by their children

:

But before I do that, I shall speak a few words

concerning God's fore-ordaixixg and purposing,

THAT A Christ, a Saviour, should be, and that

BEFORE the WORLD BEGAN. Now God in liis OTVn

wisdom and counsel, knowing what woidd come to

pass, as if it were already done. Ro. iv. 17. He
knowing that man would break his commandments,

and so throw himself under eternal destruction, did

in his own purpose fore-ordahi such a thing as the

rise of him that should fall, and that by a Saviour,
'' According as he hath chosen us in him, (meaning

the Saviour) before the foundation of the world.*

Ep. L 4. That is, God seeing that we would trans-

gress, and break his commandment, did before

choose some of those that would fall, and give them

to him that should afterward purchase them

actually, thougli in the account of God, his blood

was shed before the world was. Re. xiii. 8. I say, in

the accoimt of God, his Son was slain ! that is,

according to God's purpose and conclusion, which

he purposed in himself before the would was ; as

it is written, 2Ti. i. 9. 'Who hath saved us, and

called us with an holy calling, according to his

awn purpose and grace, which was given us in

Christ Jesus before the world began.' As also,

in 1 Pe. i. 20. Where the Apostle speaking of Christ,

and the redemption purchased by him for sinners,

saith of him, ' Who verily was fore-ordained before

the foundation of the world, but was manifest in

these last days for you, who by him do believe in

God, that raised him up from the dead.' God

having thus purposed in himself, that he would

save some of them that by transgression had

destroyed themselves, did with the everlasting Son

of his love, make an agreement, or bargain, that

upon such and such terms, he would give him a
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company of sucli poor souls as liad by transgres-

sion fallen from tlieir own innocency and upright-

ness, into those wicked inventions that they them-

selves had sought out. Ec. vii. 29. The agreement

also how this should be, was made before the

foundation of the world was laid. Tit. i. 3. The

Apostle, speaking of the promise, or covenant

made between God and the Saviour (for that is his

meaning,) saith on this Avise ;
' In hope of eternal

life, which God that cannot lie, promised before

the world began.' Now this promise, or covenant

was made with none but with the Son of God, the

Saviour. And it must needs be so ; for there was

none Avith God before the world began, but he by

whom he made the world, as in Pr. viii. from ver. 23 to

ver. 31. which was and is, the Son of his love.

This covenant, or bargain, had these conditions

in it.

First, That the Saviour should take upon him

flesh and blood, the same nature that the sons of

men were partakers of (sin only excepted) He. u. 14.

He. iv. 15. And this was the Avill or agreement that

God had made with him : And therefore Avhen he

speaks of doing the will of God, He. x. 5. he saith,

*a body hast thou prepared me,' (as according to

tliy promise, Ge. in. 15. which I was to take of a

woman,) and in it I am come to do thy will, God,

as it is written of me in the volume of thy book.

ver. 7.

Second, The Saviour was to bring everlasting

righteousness to justify sinners withal. Da. «. 24, 35.

The Messias, or Saviour, shall bring in everlast-

ing righteousness, and put an end to iniquity, as

it is there written, * To make an end of sins, and
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to brino- iu

everlasting righteousness,' This, I say, was to be
brought into the world by the Saviour, according

to the covenant, or agreement, that was between
God and Christ before the world began, which
God, that cannot lie, promised at that time. Tit. i. 2.

Third, He was to accomplish this everlasting

righteousness by spilling his most precious blood,

according to the terms of the covenant, or bargain

;

and therefore when God would shew his people
what the agreement was that he and the Saviour
had made, even before the covenant was accom-
plished and sealed actually. See for this Zee. Lx.

(where he is speaking of him that should be the

„., ,, ,
Saviour,) v. 11. « As for thee

V\ lien these words were , , .
t n

spoicenthecovenaiituns aiso (mcanmg the Saviour) by

"imtwarZL^when the t^^^ blood of thy covenaut,' or
blood of Christ was let as souie render it, whose cove-out upon the cross. .

' ""^'^ l^UVl^

nant is by blood (which is all to

one purpose) ' I (meaning God) have sent forth

thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.

'

The meaning is this : As for thee also, seeing the

covenant, or bargain that was made between me
and thee before the world Avas, is accomplished in

my account, as if it were actually and really done,

Avith all the conditions that were agreed upon by
me and thee ; I have therefore, according to that

agreement that was on my part, sent forth the

prisoners, and those that were under the curse of

my law, out of the pit wherein there is no water

;

seeing thou also hast completely fulfilled in mv
account Avhatsoever was on thy part to be done,

according to our agreement. And thus is that

place to be understood in Jn. xvii. 9. ' I pray for

them : I pray not for the Avorld, but for them which
thou hast given me ' (Avhich 1 covenanted with thee

for) 'thine they were and thou gavest them me,'

(but on such and such conditions as are before-

mentioned, Zee. ix.) And again, ' According as he

hath chosen us in him, (that is, in Christ,) before

the foimdation of the world, that we should be
holy and Avithout blame before him in love.' Ep. i. 4.

NoAV, seeing this Avas thus con-

eluded upon by those that did ^,^at i°JU"wh"hS
wish Avell to the souls and bodies "'t"'^"! for us in that

glorious covenant ; and
of poor sinners, after the AVOrld ty it alone we are holy

, , , 1 o •iii'l without blame be-
was made by them, and aiter fore him in love; for we

they had said, 'let us make ^{Le^^^^WhZ 't
man in our imao-e, after our covenant was maiie.Coi.

, . 1 o n.\0; lit. 1. 2.

likeness. Ge. i. 36. And after

man, Avhom God had made upright, had by trans-

gression fallen fi-om that state into Avhich God at

first placed him, and throAvn himself into a miser-

able condition by his transgression, then God
brings out of his love that which he and his Son

had concluded upon, and begins noAV to make forth

that to the Avorld, Avhlch he had purposed in him-

self before the Avorld began, Ep. i. 4, 9; 2 Ti. i. 9.

1. NoAV the first discovery that Avas made to a lost

creature of the love of God, was made to fallen

Adam. Ge. iii. 15. Where it is said, ' I will put

enmity betAveen thee and the woman, and betAveen

thy seed and her seed;' Avhich is the Saviour, Ga.iv.4.

' It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise

his heel. ' This was the first discovery of the love

of God to lost man : This was the gospel Avhich

Avas preached to Adam in his generation ; in these

words Avas held forth to them in that generation,

that Avhich should be farther accomplished in after

generations.

2. Another discoA'cry of the love of God in

the gospel, Avas held forth to Noah, in that he

would have him to prepare an ark to save himself

Avithal ; Avhich ark did type out the Lord that was

to come, and be the Saviour of those whom he

before had covenanted for Avith God the Father.

' And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is

come before me ; - - make thee an ark of gopher

wood.' Ge. vi. 13, 14. and ch. ni. 1. ' The Lord said luito

Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark

;

for thee have I seen righteous before me in this

generation.

'
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3. God 'breaks out witli a farther discovery of

liimself in love to tliat generation in which Abraham
lived, Where he saith, 'And in thee, (that is, from

thee shall Christ come through, in whom) shall all

families of the earth he blessed. ' Ge. xii. 3. This

was also a farther manifestation of the good will

of God to poor lost sinners ; and through this

discovery of the gospel, did Abraham see that

which made him rejoice. Jn ^iii. 56.

4. When the time was come that ]\Ioses was to

be a prophet to the people of his generation, then

God did more gloriously yet break forth with one

type after another, as the blood of bulls, and

lambs, and goats : Also sacrifices of divers

manners, and of several things, which held forth

that Saviour more clearly which God had in his

own purpose and decree determined to be sent; for

these things (the types) were a shadow of that

which was to come, which was the substance.

He. ix. 9, 10. He. x. 1, 5—7. Now when these things were

thus done, when God had thus signified to the

world, what he intended to do in after times, pre-

sently all that had faith to believe that God would

be as good as his word, began to look for, and to

expect that the Lord should accomplish and bring

to pass what he had promised, what his hand and

counsel had before determined to be done.

(1.) Now Abraham begins to look for what God
had promised and signified; namely, that he would

send a Saviour into the world in his appointed

time, which thing being promised, Abraham
embraces, being persuaded of the certainty of it

;

as in He. xi. 13. And this did fill his heart with joy

and gladness, as I said before; for 'he saw it, and

was glad. ' Jn. vm, 56.

(2.) Jacob also, while he was blessing his sons,

concerning things to come, breaks forth with these

words, ' I have waited for thy salvation.' Ge.xik. 18.

He was also put in expectation of salvation to come

by this Saviour.

(3.) David was in earnest expectation of this,

which was held forth by types and shadows in the

law ; for as yet the Saviour was not come, which

made him cry out with a longing after it, ' that

the salvation of Israel weJ'e come out of Sion.'

Ps. liii. 6. And again, ' that the salvation of Israel

irere come out of Sion
!

' Ps. xiv. 7. The thing that

DaAad waited for, was not in his time come, though

before his time it was promised ; which makes him

cry out, that it were come, that it were come out

of Sion ! Where, by the way, take notice, that the

true salvation and Saviour of Israel was to come

out of Sion, that is, out of the church of God,

touching the flesh, as it is written ; A prophet

shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your

brethren like unto me. De. xviii. is, 18. And again,

' I have laid help upon one that is mighty ; I have

exalted one chosen out of the people.' Ps. ixx.tLx. 19.

and Ro. ix. 5. ' "WTiose are the fathers, and of whom
as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over
all, God blessed for ever.' Christ, as concerninf
the flesh, did come of the fathers.

(4.) Isaiah did prophesy of this, that God would
thus save his people

; yea, he breaks forth with
these words, 'But Israel shall be saved in the
LORD with an everlasting salvation.' is. xiv. 17. He
also tells them how it shall be accomplished in that
53d chapter. Yea, he had such a glorious taste of

the reality of it, that he speaks as though it had
been actually done.

(5.) In the days of Jeremiah, this that God had
promised to the fathers, was not yet accomplished

;

In ch. xxiii. 5. he saith, ' Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, that I will (mark, it was not yet

done) but I will (saith God) raise unto David a
righteous branch, and a king shall reign and pros-

per. - - In his days Judah shall be saved, and
Israel shall dwell safely ; and this is his name
wherewith he shall be called, The Lord ovr
Righteousness.'

(6.) He was also to come In Zecharlah's time.

Zee. iii. 8. Where he saith, 'for, behold, I will bring

forth my servant the branch.
'

(7.) He was not come in the time of Malaclii

neither, though he was indeed at that time near

his coming. For he saith himself, ' Behold, I will

send my messenger, (meaning John the baptist,)

and he shall prepare the way before me : and the

Lord whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his

temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom
ye delight in : behold he shall come, saith the

Lord of hosts. ' JIal. iii. 1 ; see also Is. xl. 3; Lu. i. 76.

(8.) Old Simeon did also wait for the consolation

of Israel a long time. Lu. ii. 25. Where it is said,

' And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem,

whose name teas Simeon ; and the same man was

just and devout, waiting for the consolation of

Israel.' That is, waiting for him that was to be

the Saviour, as Is clear, if you read with under-

standing a little farther:

« A7ifl it witj Tpvpnlpd iintn God has a CTiiist, one distinctAna It, was le-veaiea unto
^.^m all otiier tilings whai-

hlm by the Holy Ghost, that soever that is called Christ,
•^ '' -nhetlier they be spirit nr

he should not see death, be- body, or both spirit and Iwdy,

J. 1 1 J a.1 T T and this is sisjuitied, where
tore he had seen the Lord s i,e saitii, the Lord's Christ.

Christ.' ver. 26.

And thus have I in brief shewed you, 1. That

there is such a thing as Christ. 2. That this

Christ was promised and signified out by many

things before he did come. 3. How he was waited

for, and expected before the time that God had

appointed in the which he should come.

The Second Thing that I will (through the

strength of Christ) prove, is this, that he that

WAS OF THE Virgin, is he that is the Saviour.

First, And first, I shall lay down this for a

truth ; That it is not any Spirit only by, and of
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itself, without it do take the nature of man, that

can he a Saviour of man from eternal vengeance.

Or thus: That that [which] Avill he a Saviour of

man, must in the nature of man satisfy and appease

the justice and wrath of God. And the arguments

that I do hring to prove it hy, are these.

First, Because it was man that had offended

;

and justice required that man must give the satis-

faction: And tlierefore, when he that should he

the Saviour, was come, he ' took upon him the

form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of

men :

' riii. li. 7. and in lie. ii. 11. Because ' the children

are partakers of flesh and blood ; he also himself

likewise took part of the same;' To what end?

' that through death he might destroy him that

had the power of death, that is, the devil.' And

is that all ? No ; hut also that he might ' deliver

them who through fear of death, Avere all their

lifetime suhject to bondage.' vor. 15.

Second, The second argument is this ; because,

if a spirit only could have made satisfaction for

the sin of mankind, and have subdued Satan for

man, without the nature of man, either there had

been Aveakness in God when he made that promise

to fallen Adam, That the seed of the woman should

break the serpent's head ; (for there hath been no

need of and so no room for that promise) or else

God having made it, would have appeared uufaith-

fid, in not fulfilling his promise, by redeeming the

Avorld without it.

TJdrd, If a spirit only could liave made satisfac-

tion, and so have saved man ; then Christ needed

not to have come into the world, and to have been

born of a woman. Ga, iv. 4. But in that he must
come into the world, and must be born of a woman,
it is clear, that without this, he could not have been

a Saviour: For he was made of a Avoman, made
under the laAV, to this end, that he might redeem
them that Avere under the law ; implying. No sub-

jection to this, (viz. the taking of the nature of

man) no redemption from the curse of the laAV.

But Christ hath delivered from the curse of the

law (all that believe in his name) being in their

nature made a curse for them.

And this is the reason, Avhy the fallen angels are

not recovered from their damnable estate, because,

he did not take hold of their nature, ' For verily

he took not on 1dm the nature of angels ; but he
took on him the seed of Abraham, ne. ii. 16.

^, „ , , ,
Second, Noav then, seeing

They that are redeemed, ,i • • ,i , ,, ~ ^ ?
must huve redemption tlUS IS the VCry truth of GoO,
wrought out lor ihiiii t c1,o11 vir.-.-* ^,.^,r^ +1 „i T
through their natures; ^ ^"^^^ ^^^'^ piOVe, that Jesus
for except tiiat nature that Avas born of the virgin, to
tliat sinned do bring m , . . . i
recovery from the curse bC the SaviOUr. And,
tliat is due to it for its v t t ^ u •^^
sm, that nature tliat sin- -^^ Sf. ^ shall provc it by COm-

owtr'^cfu^./s-
'^'

P^''^"S some places of the Old

and NcAV testament together,

and by some arguments draAvn from the scriptures.

1

.

And first, see Ge. iii. 15. Avhere he is called the

seed of the woman, saying, * I will put enmity be-

tween thee and the woman, and betAveen thy seed

and her seed ;' and so was Jesus, Ga. iv. 4. AA'here it is

said, ' God sent forth his Sou, made of a woman,'

or born of a Avoman.

2. This Avoman must be a A'irgin, is. vii. 14. Avhere

it is said, ' A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,

and shall call his name Imanuel.' And Jesus is

he that Avas the fulfilling of this scripture. Mat. i. 2;?,

23. ' Now all this Avas done, that it might be ful-

filled Avliich Avas spoken of the Lord by the prophet,

saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and

shall bring forth a Son, and they shall caU his

name Imanuel.'

3. The Saviour must be of the tribe of Judah.

And this Jacob prophesied of on his death-bed,

saying, ' Judah, thou ait he Avhom thy brethren

shall praise,' or honour, ' thy hand shall he in the

neck of thine enemies ; thy father's children shall

bow down before thee.' Ge. xlbc.8.

And again, Mi. v. 3. 'But thou, Bethlehem Eph-

ratah, though thou be little among the thousands

of Judah, i/et out of thee shall he come forth imto

me that is to be ruler in Israel.' Jesus also came
of the tribe of Judah, and that Avili clearly appear,

if 3'ou read. Mat. l. MatthcAv, he begins first with

Abraham, ver. 3. and thence to Judah ver. 3. from

Judah to David, ver. 6. fi-om David to Zorobabel, ver.

13. then to Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband

of Mary, of Avhom was born Jesus, ver. 10.

Noav Mary Avas one of the same house also, and

for this consider, Jesus came from the loins of

David; see Mat. l. but that he could not do, if Mary

had not been of the seed of David: For Christ

came from her, not from him, for Joseph ' kneAv

her not till she had brought forth her first-born.'

Mat. i. 35. Again, the angel told her, that he Avas

the son of David, saying, ' And the Lord God

shall give unto him the throne of his father DaA'id.'

Lu. i. S3.

And again, The Jcavs kncAV this very Avell, or

else they Avould have been sure to have laid it open

before all the world ; for they sought by all means

to disoAvn him. And though they did through the

devilishness of their unbelief disoAA'u him, yet could

they find no such thing as to question the right of

his birth from Mary. If it had been to be done,

they Avould no doubt have done it ; they did not

Avant malice to Avhet them on; neither did they

Avant means so far as might help forward their

malice; Avithout manifest and apparent injury; for

they had exact registers, or records of their gene-

alogies, so that, if they had had any colour for it,

they Avould sure haA^e denied him to have been the

son of David. There was reasoning concerning him

Avhen he was Avith them, Jn. vii. 27, 43. and I do believe,

part of it was about the generation of Avhich he came,
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And tins wa3 so commonly known, that the blind

man that sat bj the way-side could cry out, * Jesus

thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

—

TIwu Son
of David, have mercy on me. ' Lu. xvm. 38, 39. It was

so common, that he came from the loins of his

father David according to the flesh, that it Avas

not so much as once questioned. * And when'

Ilerod ' demanded of the chief priests and scribes

of the people where Christ should be born. They
said unto him, in Bethlehem of Judea : For thus it

is written by the prophet. And thou Bethlehem,

in the land of Juda, art not the least among the

princes of Juda, for out of thee shall come a

governor, that shall rule my people Israel.' Mat. i.

4—6. (For out of thee) mark that ; if Mary had not

been of Judah, Christ had not come out of Judah,

but Christ came out of Judah ; therefore Mary is

also a daughter of Judah. And this is evident, as

saith the scripture, 'for - - our Lord sprang out of

Judah.' He. vii. u.

Again, wdien Christ the Saviour was to come
into the world, at that time the sceptre was to

depart from Judah, according to the prophecy of

Jacob. * The sceptre shall not depart from Judah,

nor a law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloli

come. ' Ge. xlk. 10.

Now the sceptre was then departed from those

that were Jews by nature, and also the law-giver,

and Herod who was a stranger, and not of Judea,

w'as king over them, as Caesar's deputy ; and Caesar

Augustus imposed laws on them.

The stubborn Jews also confessed the sceptre to

be departed, Avhen before Pontius Pilate a Roman
governor of Judea, they cried out against Christ

:

' We have no king but Cesar.' Jn xix. 15.

Nay farther, the Jews from that day to this,

have been without a king of their own nation to

govern them : they never had the sceptre swayed

since by any of themselves, but have been a scat-

tered despised people, and have been as it were

liable to all dangers, and for a long time driven

out from their country, and scattered over all the

nations of the earth, as was prophesied concernmg

them. Je. xiv. 10. Zee. vi. 14, 15. And yet these poor

souls are so horribly deluded by the devil, that

though they see these things come to pass, yet

they will not believe. And one reason among

many, of their being thus deluded, is this, they

say that the Avord sceptre in Ge. xlLx. is not meant

of a kingly government ; but the meaning is,

(say they) a rod, or persecutions shall not depart

from Judah till Shiloh come. Now they do most

grossly mistake that place ; for though I am not

skilled in the Hebrew tongue, yet through grace, I

am enlightened into the scriptures ; whereby I find

that the meaning is not persecutions, nor the rod

of afflictions, but a governor or sceptre of the

kingdom shall not depart from Judah tiU Shiloh

VOL. II.

come. And that this is the meaning of the place,

weigh but the very next words of the same verse,

and you will find it to be the sceptre of a king that

is meant ; for he addeth, ' nor a law-giver from
between his feet.' Mark it. The sceptre, nor a
law-giver ; the legislative power depending on the
sceptre of the kingdom, shall not depart from
Judah till Shiloh come. According to that scrip-

ture, written in is. vii. 16. * For before the child shall

know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the

land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both

her kings. ' Which scripture hath been fulfilled

from that same time.

But a word to the Jews' exposition of the sceptre

to be a rod, or persecutions ; saying, that persecu-

tions shall not depart from Judah till Shiloh come.

This cannot be the meaning of the place ; for the

Jews have had rest oftentimes, and that before

Shiloh did come ; at one time they ' had rest four-

score years. ' Ju. iii. 30. Agam, ' And the land had
rest from war. ' Jos. xiv. is. And again, ' And the

Lord gave them rest round about, according to all

that he sware unto their fathers, and there stood

not a man of all their enemies before them. ' Jos. xxL

u. ' And the land had rest forty years. ' Ju. iii. ll.

There was rest many a time from persecution and

from the rod, though it were but for a season ; but

the sceptre, or kingdom, did not depart from Judah,

arid a law-giver from between his feet till Shiloh

came.

Second, Again, To prove that Jesus is the

Christ, it is clear from the hand of God against

the Jews, for putting him to death. What Avas

the reason wh}' they did put him to death, but

this, He did say that he was the Christ the Son

of God? Lu. xxii.70. * Then said they all, Art thou

then the Son of God? And he said unto them,

Ye say that I am.' That is, I am he as you say,

I am the Son of God
;
yea, the only begotten Son

of the Father, and I was with him before the Avorld

was. Jn. Lx. 37. anil xvii. 5.

Now the Jews did put him to death for his thus

owning his own ; that is, for not denying of his

Sonship, but making himself equal with God, there-

fore did they put him to death. Jn. xk. 7.

Now God did, and doth most miserably plague

them to this very day, for their crucifying of him

:

But I say, had he not been the Christ of God,

God's Son, he Avould not haA'e laid sin to their

charge, for crucifying him ; but rather have praised

them for their zeal, and for taking him out of the

way, Avho did rob God of his honour, in that he

made himself equal with God, and was not. He

would have praised them for doing the thing that

was right, as he did Phineas the son of Eleazar,

for executing judgment in his time, on the adulterer

and adulteress. Ku. xxv. s.

But in that he said he was the Son of God, and

T
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accounted it no roLbery so to call himself. Phi. ii. 6.

And seeing tliat tliey did put him to death, because

he said he was the Son of God ; and in that God

doth so severely charge them with, and punish

them for their sin in putting him to death, for say-

bg that he was the Son of God, it is evident that

he was and is the Son of God, and that Saviour

that should come into the world. For his blood

hath been upon them to this very day for their hurt,

according to their desu-e. Mat. .xxvii. 25.

Again, Jesus himself doth in this day hold forth

that he is the Christ, where he saith, ' Tlie time is

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. ' Mar. i.

15. What time is this that Jesus speaks of?

Surely, 'tis that of Daniel's seventy weeks, spoken

of in chap. L\. 24. where he saith, ' Seventy weeks are

determined upon thy people - - - to finish the

transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to

make reconciliation ' or satisfaction ' for iniquity,

and to bring in everlasting righteousness, - - and to

anoint the most Holy. ' This time, that here Daniel

speaks of, is it that Christ saith hath an end ; and

the argument that he brings to persuade them to

believe the gospel, is this, ' The kingdom of God is

at hand,' (according as was prophesied of it by

Daniel) ' repent, and believe the gospel. ' Repent,

and beheve that this is the gospel ; and that this is

the truth of God ; consider, that Daniel had a revela-

tion of these days from the angel of God, and also

the time inwhich it should be accomplished: namely.

Seventy weeks was the determined time of the

Messias his coming, from the time when the angel

spake these words to Daniel: Seventy weeks, that

is, about 490 years, if you reckon every day in the

said seventy weeks for a year : A day for a year, a

day for a year ; for so is the Holy Spirit's way some-
times to reckon days. Eze. iv. 6. And this the Jews
were convinced of, when Christ saith to them, ' Ye
hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky ; but
can ye not discern the signs of the times ?' Mat. xvi. 3.

Do you not see that those things that are spoken
of as forerunners of my coming, are accomphshed?
Do you not see that the sceptre is departed from
Judah ? Do you not see the time that Daniel
spake of is accomplished also ? There shall no
sign be given imto it, but the sign of the prophet
Jonas: ye h}i)ocritical generation ! ver. 4.

Third, Another argument to prove that Jesus
is the Christ, is this. By his power the bhnd see,

the lame walk, the deaf hear, the dumb speak, the
dead are, raised up, the devils are dispossessed.

In Is. .\xxv. 4. it is thus prophesied of him, ' Behold
your God will come lolth vengeance, ewm God with

a recompense ; he will come and save you
;

' But
how shall we know when he is come ? Why,
' Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then
shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue

of the dumb sing ; for in the wilderness shall waters

break out, and streams in the desert. ' ver. 5, 6. Now
when John would know whether he were the Christ

or no, Jesus sends him this very answer, ' Go, and

shew John (saith he) again those things which you

do hear and see : the blind receive their sight, and

the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the

deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor

have the gospel preached to them. Mat. xl. s—5.

Fourth, Another argument that doth prove this

Jesus to be the Christ, is this, namely, he to whom
it was revealed, that he should see him, though he

waited long for him. So soon as ever he did but

see that sweet babe that was born of the virgin

Mary, he cried out, ' Lord now lettest thou thy

servant depart in peace, according to thy word

:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou

hast prepared before the face of all people
;

' as it is

in Lu. ii. 26—31. The prophetess Anna also, so soon

as she had seen him, ' gave thanks to the Lord,

and spake of him to all them that looked for

redemption in Jerusalem.' rer. 36—38.

Fifth, Another argument is, the sign of the

prophet Jonah. He, even Jonah, was three days

and three nights in the whale 's^belly. Jonah i. 17. and

Jesus makes this very thing an argument to the

Jews, that he was the true Messias, where he saith,

' An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a

sign;' that is, they would have me to show them

a sign, to prove that I am the Saviour, * And there

shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the pro-

phet Jonas : For as Jonas was three days and three

nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of

man be three days and three nights in the heart of

the earth.' Mat. xii. 39, 40. And this, the Apostle

makes mention of to be accomphshed, where he

says, The Jews slew Jesus, and hanged him on a

tree, Ac. x. 39. and laid him in a sepulchre. Mat. xxv-ii.

But God raised him up the third day, and shewed

him openly. Ac. x. 40.

Sixth, Another scripture argument to prove that

Jesus is the Christ, is this, that there was not one

of his bones broken ; which thing was foretold and

typed out by the Paschal Lamb, where he saith,

' They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor

break any bone of it,' Ex. xii. 46. ]S'u. Lx. 13. which

thing was fulfilled in the Son of the virgin, (though

contrary to the customs of that nation,) as it is

written, * Then came the soldiers, and brake the

legs of the first, and of the other which was cruci-

fied with him. But when they came to Jesus, and

saw that he was dead already, they break not his

legs
:

' Jn. xix. 33, 33. ' that the scripture should be ful-

filled, A bone of him shall not be broken.' ver. 36.

Seventh, Another scripture demonstration is, in

that they did fulfil the saying that was written,

' They part my garments among them, and cast

lots upon my vesture.' Ps. x.\ii. 18. But this was
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also fulfilled in Jesus, as it is written ; ' Then the

soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his

garments, and made four parts, to every soldier

a part; and also his coat: now the coat was
without seam, - - They said therefore among
themselves, let us not rend it, hut cast lots for

it whose it shall he : that the scripture might he

fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment

among them, and for my vesture they did cast

lots.' Jn. xix. 23, 24.

Eighth, Again, The scripture saith, * they shall

look upon me, whom they have pierced. ' Zee. xii. lo.

But the soldier thrust a spear into his side, That

it might he fulfilled which was written, ' they

shall look on him whom they pierced.' Jn. xix.

34—37.

Error 1 . Now then, seeing this is the truth of God,

that Jesus that was horn of the virgin, is the Christ

of God ; how horribly are those deceived who look

on Jesus the Son of Mary, to he but a shadow

or type, of something that was afterward to be

revealed ; whereas the scriptures most lively hold

him forth to be the Christ of God, and not a shadow

of a spirit, or of a body afterwards to be revealed,

but himself was the very substance of all things that

did any way type out Christ to come ; and when
he was indeed come, then was an end put to the

law for righteousness, or justification to every one

that believeth ;
' Christ is the end of the law for

righteousness to every one that believeth,' as it is

written. Ko. x. 4. That is, he was the end of the

ceremonial law, and of that commonly called the

moral law, the substance of which is laid down,

Ex. XX. from the first to the 17th verse, though that

law, as handed out by Christ, still remains of great

use to all believers, which they are bound to

, , ,. , ,, , , keep for sanctification, as Christ
A believer hath no law to . ^

in
fulfil for justification; saith. Mat. V. 19th vcrse, to
onlv to believe on wliat ,, t c .^ ^ , -n ,

the' man Christ Jesus the end ot the chapter. i)Ut
hath dune and be saved,

qj^^.j^^ j^^^^g j^^^|^ obtained

everlasting rijjhteousness, bavins; fulfilled all the

law of God in the body of his flesh, wherein he

also suffered on the cross without the gates, and

doth impute this righteousness to poor man, having

accomplished it for him in the body of his flesh,

which he took of the virgin. Gal. iv. 4. ' God sent

forth his Son, made of a woman, [that is, born of

the virgm] made imder the law,' that is, to obey

it, and to bear the curse of it, ' being made a curse

for us ; ' Ga. iii. 13. to redeem them that were under

the law, that is, to redeem such as w^ere ordained

to life eternal, from the curse of the law. And
this he did by his birth, being made or born of a

Avomau ; by his obedience, yea, by his perfect obe-

dience ' he became the author of eternal salvation

unto all them that obey him ;' He. v. 8, 9. and by his

doing and suffering, did completely satisfy the law

and the justice of God, and bring in that glorious

See He. be. 22, and com-
pare it with He. viii. .i,

where he saith, ' it is of
necessity that Ibis man
have sonicwliat also to
offer.' AMiicli man was
J esus. ch. vii. 22.

and everlasting salvation, with-

out which we had all eternally

been undone, and that Avithout

remedy ; for without shedding of

his blood there was no remission.

E^ror 2. Seeing Jesus Christ, the Son of the

virgin ]\Iary, was and is the Christ of God; and
that salvation came in alone by him, for there is

salvation in no other, Ac. iy. 12. then how are they

deceived, that think to obtain salvation by follow-

ing the convictions of the law, which they call

Christ (though falsely) when alas, let them follow

those convictions that do come from the law, and
conscience set on work by it ; I say, let them fol-

low aU the convictions that may be hinted in upon
their spirits from that law, they shall never be able

to obtain salvation by their obedience to it, ' for by
the law is the knowledge of sin. ' Eo. iii. 20. Ga. iii. 10.

Jn. X. 15. He. k. 12. And ' It is not of works least any

man shoidd boast,' as those fond hypocrites called

Quakers would do. And again, * If righteousness

co)7ie by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.' Ga.

ii. 21. * But that no man is justified by the works

of the law, in the sight of God, it is evident : for,

The just shall live by faith. ' Ga. m. ii. Which living

by faith, is to apply the Lord Jesus Christ his

benefits, as birth, righteousness, death, blood, resur-

rection, ascension, and intercession, with the glo-

rious benefits of his second coming to me, as mine,

being given to me, and for me, and thus much doth

the Apostle signify, saying ;
' The life which I

now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the

Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for

me. ' Ga. ii. 20.

Error 3. Again, Seeing God's Christ, which

w^as with him before the world was, Jn. .wit. 5. took

upon him flesh and blood from the margin IMary,

(who was espoused to Joseph the carpenter) and

in that human nature yielded himself an oflering

for sin, (for it was the body of his flesh by which

sin was purged, Coi. i. 22.) I say, seeing the Son of

God, as he was in a body of flesh, did bring in

salvation for sinners, and by this means, as I said

before, we are saved, even by faith in his blood,

righteousness, resurrection, &c. How are they

then deceived who own Christ no otherwise than

as he was before the world began, Avho was then

without flesh and blood (for he took that in time

of the virgin. Ga. iv. 4. He. ii. 14.) I say, they are

wickedly deluded, who own him no otherwise but

as he was before the world was : For in their own-

ing of him thus and no otherwise, they do directly

deny him to be come in the flesh, and are of that

antichristian party which John speaks of, 1 Jn- iv. 3.

' Every spirit that confcsseth not that Jesus Christ

is come in the flesh, is not of God : and this is that

spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it

should come, and even now already is it in tho
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world. ' Now because tlie enemy doth most notaLly

wrest tliis scripture, as tlicy do others, to their

own damnation, I shall speak something to it ; and

therefore, when he saith, every spirit that confesseth

not thaL Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of

God, his meaning is. Every spirit that doth not con-

fess that that Christ that was with the Father

before the world was, did in the appointed time of

the Father come into the world, took on him a

body from the virgin, and was very man as well

as very God, and in that body of flesh did do and

suff'cr whatsoever belonged to the sons of men for

the breach of the holy law of God, and impute his

glorious righteousness which he fulfilled in that

body of his flesh, to the souls that shall believe on

what he hath done, and is adoing in the same body.

Consider 1 , iVnd that this is the mind of the Spirit

of God, consider, first, he himself saith, handle me
and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye

see me have, when his disciples had thought he had

been but a spirit, lu. xxiv. 39, 40.

Consider 2. Now that in this flesh he died for

sins : consider, secondly, that scripture which saith,

' Who his own self, (that is, the Christ that was

born of the Virgin) bare our sins in his own body

on the tree. ' 1 Pe. a. 34. See Coi. i. 22. ' in the body

of his flesh,' saith he, 'to present you holy and

unblameable, and unreprovable in his sight. ' Now
that he arose again from the dead, with the body

of flesh wherewith he was crucified, consider, that

forenamed scripture, Lu.xxiv.39, 40. spoken after his

resurrection.

Now that he went away with the same body

from them into heaven, consider that it is said,

' And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and

he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it

came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted

from them, and carried up into heaven,' Lu. xxiv. 50,

51. This is the meaning of those words therefore
;

.Jesus Christ is come into the flesh, that is, Jesus

Christ hath come in the flesh that he took of the

Virgin, hath brought us who were enthralled to

the law, the devil, and sin, to liberty; and that

by his obedience and death. ' Forasmuch then as

the children are partakers of flesh and blood, (saith

the scripture) he, (Christ) also himself likewise

took part of the same ;' wherefore? ' That through
death he might destroy him that had the power of

death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who
through fear of death wei'e all their life-time sub-

ject to bondage,' He. li. u, 15. For he 'was delivered

for our o0"ences, and was raised again for our justi-

fication.' Ko. iv. 25. For he, even that man, through

the power of the eternal Spirit, did oiler up him-

self without spot to God, and thereby, or by that

ofi'ering, ' obtained eternal redemption for us.' lie.

ix. 13, 14. And therefore I say again and again, look

to yourselves, that you receive no Christ except

God's Christ: For he is like to be deceived that

will believe every thing that calls itself a Christ.

' For many, [saith he] shall come in my name, - -

and shall deceive many. ' Mat. xxiv. 5.

Now having spoken thus much touching the

Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, I shall, according to

tlie assistance of the Lord Jesus, 2>roceed, and shall

speak something of his godhead, birth, death, resur-

rection, ascension, and intercession ; together vnth

his most glorious and personal appearing the second

time, which loill be to raise the dead, and bring

every work to judgment. Ec. xii. 14.

And FIRST I shall shew you that he (Christ) is

very God, co-eternal, and also co-equal with his

Father. Second, That by this Son of Mary
(which is equal with his Father) the world was
made. Third, That he in the fulness of time, was

made of a woman, made mider the law, to redeem

them that were (or are) under the law ; that is,

was born of a woman : and in our nature (for he

made himself of no reputation, and took on him
the form of a servant, and was made in the like-

ness of men) and in our stead he did fulfil the law

in point of justification, Eo.x. 4. and was crucified

for our transgressions, 1 Co. i. 23—25. Fourth, That

very body of the Son of Mary which was crucified,

did rise again from the dead, after he had been

buried in Joseph's sepulchre; that he in that very

body ascended up into heaven ; and in that very

body shall come again to these ends, 1. To judgo

the quick and the dead. 2, To receive his saints

to himself. 3, To pass eternal condemnation on

his enemies. These things in brief I shall touch

upon, according to the wisdom given me.

First, And therefore that Christ is very God, I

shall^rs^ prove by plain texts of scripture. Second,

From the testimony of God, angels, and men, wit-

nessed by the scriptures, Tliird, By several

arguments drawn from scripture, which wiU prove

the same clearly.

First, Then to prove it by the scriptures ; tho'

indeed the whole book of God's holy scripture,

testify these things plainly to be most true, yet

there be some places more pregnant and pertinent

to the thing than others ; and therefore I shall

mention some of them : as that in Pr. viii. 22, &c. and

there you shall find him spoken of under the name
of Wisdom, the same name that is given him in

1 Co. i. 24. I say in that place of the Proverbs above

mentioned, you shall find these expressions from

his own mouth, ' The Lord possessed me in the

beginning of his way, before his works of old, I

was set up from everlasting, from the beginning,

or ever the earth was. When there were no depths,

I was brought forth ; when there ivere no fountains

abounding with water. Before the mountains

were settled, before the hills was I brought forth :

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the
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fields, nor the liigliest part of the dust of the

world. When he prepared the heavens, I teas

there : when he set a compass upon the face of the

depth : When he estabhshed the clouds above

:

when he strengthened the fountains of the deep

:

When he gave to the sea his decree, that the

waters should not pass his commandment : when
he appointed the foundations of the earth : Then
I was bv him, as one brought up with him : and I

was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him

;

rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth ; and

my delights were with the sons of men.' Also in

Jn. i. 1, 2. you have these words spoken of Christ,

' In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God.' As also in

He. L 2. the Apostle being about to prove the Son of

Mary to be very God, saith ; He ' hath in these

last days spoken unto us by his Son ;' which Son
is the Son of Mary, as in Mat. iii. ' But (saith the

Apostle He. i. 8.) unto the Son he saith. Thy throne,

God, is for ever and ever, a sceptre of righte-

ousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.' Again,

in Jn. xvii. 5. you have the words of the Son of j\lary

for it, saying, * And now, Father, glorify thou

me with thine own self, with the glory which I had

with thee before the world was.' Again, he him-

self saith, before Abraham was, I am : And again,

1 and my Father are one. And in PU. ii. 5. the

Apostle saith, ' Let this mind be in you which was

also in Christ Jesus : who, being in the form of

God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon

him the form of a servant, and was made in the

likeness of men.' Also He. ii. 8. Christ himself

saith, I am 'the first and the last, which was dead,

and is ahve.' And thus have I quoted some few

scriptures to prove that the Son of Mary is the

true God.

Second, I shall give you the testimony of God
himself touching the truth of this, viz. That

Christ, the Son of the Virgin, is the true God:

1. And first see Zec. xiii. 7. and there you shall find

these words, 'Awake, sword, against my shep-

herd, and against the man tliat is my fellow, saith

the Lord of hosts,' In this place the Lord doth

caU that Man his feUow, which he doth not do to

any mere creature. Again, in Mat iii. 17. he calls

him his beloved Son, saying, ' This is my beloved

Son, in whom I am well pleased.' And in the

aforesaid place of the Hebrews, ch. i. the Apostle

advancing the Lord Jesus, brings in this question.

* To which of the angels said he at any time.

Thou art my Son V ver. 5. ' But unto the Son he

saith, ver. 8. Thy throne, God, is for ever and

ever:' And thus far of the testimony that God

himself hath given of the Son of Mary, Jesus

Christ.

2. The angels do shew that he is God: (1.) In
that they do obey him. (2.) In that they worship
him,

(1.) That they obey him, is clear, if we com-
pare Re. xxi. 9. with .\.\ii. 6. In the first of these places
we find, that there came one of the angels of the
seven vials, M-hich had the seven last plagues, and
talked with John. He came not of himself ; for

in that x.\ii. ch. ver. 6. he saith, ' The Lord - - sent
his angel to shew unto his servants, the thinjrs

which must shortly be done.' Now in the icth rei.

you may see who this Lord God is : He saith there,

'I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify - - these

things in the churches, [compare Re. i. i.] I am the
root and (as well as) the offspring of David, and
the bright and morning star. ' I say this obedience

of the angels doth testify that Jesus, which is the

Son of Mary, is the true and very God ; for they

do obey God only.

(2.) The angels do shew that the Son of I\Iary,

is the true God, in that they do not only obey
him, but worship him also; yea, they are com-
manded so to do. He i. 6. where it is written, ' When
he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he
{i. e. God,) saith, And let all the angels of God
worship him,' viz. the Son of Mary. Xow the

angels themselves command that we worship none
but God, Re. xxii. 8,9. When John fell down to wor-

ship the angel, the angel said, ' See thou do it not:

for I am thy fellow servant, - - worship God.'

Now if the angels should command to worship

God, and they themselves should worship him that

by nature is no god, they should overthrow them-

selves, in commanding one thing, and doing another,

and so lose their own habitations, and be shut up

in chains of darkness, to be punished with ever-

lasting destruction from God himself at the great

day. And thus much concerning the testimony

of angels touching Jesus the Son of Mary, the

Son of God, yea, very and true God. Ls. h.. 6.

3. [The testimony of men witnessed by the scrip-

tures do shew that Christ is very God. ] Now follow-

eth David his testimony among other of the saints,

who witness Jesus the Son of Mary to be true God

;

and that you may find in Ps. ex. l. where he saith,

' The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at

my right hand, imtil I make thine enemies thy

footstool.' Also Isaiah in the 9Ui. ch. ver. 6. saith,

' For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is

given ; and the government shall be upon his

shoulder : and his name shall be called Wonder-

ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting

Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of

his government and peace thei-e shall be no end,

upon the throne of David, (which is not, nor ever

was the heart of any behever) and upon his king-

dom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment

and with justice from henceforth even for ever.
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The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.'

Again, see Peter's testimony of this Son of Mary ;

When Jesus asked his disciples, -whom say ye

that I am ? Peter, as the mouth of the rest, said,

* Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

'

Mat. xvi. 16. Also when Thomas, one of Christ's dis-

ciples, woidd not be persuaded by the others that

they had seen the Lord, except he did also see in

his hands the print of the nails, and put his fingers

into the print of the nails, and thrust his hand

into his side, he would not believe. Saith the Son

of Mary, ' Reach hither thy finger, and behold my
hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it

into my side ; and be not faithless but believing,

'

And then Thomas breaks out with a mighty faith,

and a glorious testimony for his master, and saith,

' My Lord, and my God.' Jn. xx.27, 28. Again, See

Paul's testimony of him, Ro. l\. 5. where speaking

of the Son of Mary, he saith, That Christ came

of the Fathers, ' who is over all, God blessed for

ever, Amen.' And the apostle John doth also

witness as much, l Jn. v. so. where speaking of Jesus

Christ, he saith on this wise, 'And we know that

the Son of God is come, and hath given us an

understanding, that Ave may know him that is true,

and we are in him that is true, (Who is that?

why, saith John) even in his Son Jesus Christ.'

Who is he ? Why, * This is the true God, and

eternal life.'

I could here also bring in the testimony of the

very devils themselves, as Lu. iv. 41 ; viii. 28. where he

is by them acknowledged to be the Son of the

living God: But it is needless so to do ; for we
have plainly proved it already.

Tldrd, Now foUoweth the several scripture argu-

ments, which will prove that Jesus the Son of Mary
is very God.

1. There is none but he that is the true

God, can satisfy the justice of the true God, for

the breach of his holy law ; but if you compare
Is. liii. 6. with Mat. iii. 17. you shall find, that Jesus the

Son of Mary did give God a full and complete
satisfaction for tlie breach of his holy law ; there-

fore Jesus the Son of Mary must needs be the

great and true God.

2. He that hath power of his own to lay down
his life, and hath power of his own to take it up
again, must needs be the true God : but this did

Jesus the Son of ]\Iary the virgin ; therefore he
must needs be the true God. Jn. x. 17. Ro. i. 4.

3. There was never any able to bear the sins of

all the believers in the world, that ever were, now
are, or hereafter shall be, but the true God : But
Jesus, the Son of the Virgin Mary, did bear them
all, ' in his own body on the tree.' 1 Pe. ii. 24. is. liu. e.

Therefore Jesus the Son of Mary must needs be
the true God as well as man.

4. There Avas never any mere man able, by his

own power, to overcome the "^^^^^^lA
devil in all his temptations, but ^vere but under tlie

, ,
. 1 ii . n ^ IS! P"'lt of 0"6 sinlul

he that is also the true (jod. (tor tiiougiit, it would make

Adam in his state of innocency SMyp^f^irmen'^'iL'

was overcome by them, and fell greater than lean bear,
"^ be. IV. 13.

under them :) But Jesus the Son

of the Virgin did overcome them all by his own

power; therefore he is very God, as well as very

Man. See Ge. iii. 15. is. li. 9 ; Ixiii. 5. Mat. iv. 24. Lu. iv. 12.

5. There Avas ncA'er any that did call himself

the true God (and AA'as not) Avhich did please God

in so doing. But Jesus the Son of Mary did call

himself the true God, or account himself equal

with God (Avhich is all one) yet God w^as Avell

pleased Avith him. Mat. iii. 17. PU. ii. 6, 7. Jn. viii. 29. And
therefore Jesus the Son of Mary must needs be

true God as Avell as man.

6. There was never any that had all power in

heaven and in earth, but the true God. Jesus the

Son of the Virgin Mary, who Avas espoused to

Joseph, hath all poAver in heaven and in earth in

his OAA^n hand. Therefore he is the true and great

God. Mat. xxviii. 18.

7. There was never any able to keep poor souls

from falling from God, saving he that is the true

God. Jesus the Son of Mary did, and doth this.

Jn. X. 27—30 ; xvii. 12. Therefore he is the true and

great God.

8. Never could any justly call himself the first

and the last, except the true God, nor truly (as

the Lord did say) I am. But these did Jesus the

Son of Mary. Re. 1. 1. compared with ver. 17, 18 ; Re. ii. 8. and

Jn viii. 58. Therefore Jesus must needs be true God
as Avell as man.

9. Never Avas there any that could absolutely

forgive sins but God. Mar. ii. 7. Lu. v. 21. But Jesus

the Son of the Virgin Mary, can forgive sins. Lu.

V. 20. Mar. ii. 5. Therefore Jesus the Son of Mary
must needs be true God, as Avell as man.

10. The scriptures never call any the true and

living God ; but he that is the true God. The
scriptures call Jesus, the Son of the Virgin, the

true God. Is. Lx. 6. 1 Jn. v. 20. Therefore he is the true

and great God.

11. He that made all things, Avhether they be

A-isible, or invisible, Avhether they be thi-ones or

dominions, or principalities, or poAvers, must needs

be the true God. But Jesus the Son of the Vir-

gin Mary did make all these. Coi. i. 14—18. Jn. i. i—16.

He. i. 2, 3. And therefore he is the true God as well

as man.

12. The blood of a mere finite creature coidd

never obtain eternal redemption for sinners. But

the blood of Jesus, the Son of the Virgin Mary,

hath obtained eternal redemption for sinners. Ro. iii,

23; V. 9. He. Lx. 12, 14; X. 19, 20. Therefore the blood of

the Son of the Virgin, must needs be the blood of

God. And so the Apostle calletli it, saying to
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the pastors of tlie cliurclies, ' Feed the church of

God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

'

Ac. XX. 28. 1 Jn. iii. 16.

13. Never was there any that coukl overcome

death in his own power, hut the true God. Ho. xiii.

14; 2 Ti. i. 10. He. i. 2. Jesus the Son of the Virgha

]\Iary did overcome death by himself. He. iii. 14.

Therefore he is the true God as well as man.

14. He that searcheth the hearts, and knoweth

the thoughts of men, must needs he the true God.

Je. xvii. 10. But Jesus the Son of the Virgin doth.

Lu. V. 22 ; ix. 47. Jn. ii. 24, 23. Therefore he is the true

God.

15. He that by his own power commandeth the

raging sea, must needs be the true God. Job xxx-nii.

10, 11. Pr. viii. 29. But this did Jesus the Son of Mary,

Mar. iv. 39—41. Lu. viii. 24. Therefore, he is the true

God.

16. He that is the wisdom, power, and glory of

God, must needs be the true God. But Jesus the

Son of the Virgin is all these, as i Co i. 24. He. i. 3.

Therefore Jesus the Son of the Virgin must needs

be true God as well as man.

Second.—The next thing that 1 am to prove, is

this ; namely, That by this Jesus Christ, the Son

of the Virgin, the world was made: And here

1 shall be brief, having touched on it already.

Only I shall lay down some of the scriptures, that

hold forth this to be a truth, and so pass to the

next things that I intend to speak of.

And therefore in the first place, see He. i. 2. where

the Apostle is speaking of the Son of God, which

Son was born of the Virgin Mary, according to

these scriptures mentioned before. Mat. i. is—23. Lu.

ii. Mat. iii. 17. where God himself saith, This is my
beloved Son, (fee. This Son of God, saith the

Apostle, by whom God hath spoken to us, by him

also he made the worlds. And Col. i. the Apostle

speaking of the deliverance of the saints, saith,

' who hath delivered us from the power of dark-

ness, and translated us into the kingdom of his

dear Son : In whom we have redemption through

his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:' And is

that all ? No, but he is (also) 'the image of the

invisible God, the first born of every creature,'

ver. 15. And in ver. 16, 17. ' By him were all things

created that are in heaven, and that are in earth,

visible and invisible, whether they he thrones, or

dominions, or principalities, or powers : all things

were created by him, and for him: And he is

before aU things, and by him all things consist.'

Also He. 1. 10. it is thus written of this Son of God,

Christ Jesus the Son of ^lary, ' And, Thou, Lord,

in the beo-innino: hast laid the foundation of the

earth: and the heavens are the works of thine

hands.' And again, John i, and the first 9 verses,

the Evangelist, or Apostle, speaking of the Son,

saith, ' In the beginning was the Word, ' which

Word was the Son. Re. xi.v.13. This Word, or Son,

was with God, and the Word was God. All thino-s

were made by liim, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. 'In him M-as life;

and the life was the light of men. And the li<'ht

shineth in darkness ; and the darkness compre-

hended it not.' But in the ninth verse of this

first chapter of John, it is written, ' TJioJt was the

true light, which lighteth every man that cometh

into the world.' Now seeing the Lord hath

brought me thus far ; and because the Quakers by
wresting this scripture, do not only split themselves

upon it, but endeavour also to split others, I shall

therefore, before I proceed any further, speak a few

words to it ; and they are these that follow.

The Apostle in these nine first verses, or most

of them, is speaking of the divinity or godhead of

the Son of IMary, and shewing that he made the

world : Now in this ninth verse he speaketh of

man as he is in his coming into the world, and not

as he is a regenerate person. Now every man as

he comes into the world, receives a light from

Christ, as he is God, which light is the conscience,

that some call Christ though falsely. This light,

or conscience, will shew a man that there is a God,

and that this God is eternal, Ro. i. 20. This light

doth discover this eternal God by his works in tlie

world ; for saith the scripture before named, ' The

invisible things of him (meaning God) from the

creation of the world are clearly seen, being under-

stood by the things that are made, even his eter-

nal power and godhead;' This light also will

reprove of sin, or convince of, and make manifest

sins against the law of this eternal God : so that

man, before he is regenerate, is able by that light

to know that sins against the law, are sins against

God, as is manifested in the unconverted Pharisees,

who, (as Christ told them) had neither the love of

God, nor the word of God abiding in them, Jn.v.38,

42. yet knew sins against the law, to be sins ; for

they were ofi'ended at a woman for committing

adidtery, which act was forbidden, by the law;

Mat. V. 27, 28. and it is said also, they wei-e convicted

of sin by their own consciences. Jn. viii. 7—10.

Again, The Apostle writing to the Corinthians,

and admonishing them to walk orderly, 1 Co. xi. 14.

turns them to nature itself, saying, 'Doth not even

nature itself teach you?' (fee. This hght surely

is that, wherevrith Christ, as he is God, hath

enlightened every man that cometh into the

world, which doth convince of sins against tlie law

of God. Therefore, as the Apostle saith, Ro. i. 20.

They are left without excuse. That is, they have

their own conscience, that doth shew them there

is a God, and that this God is to be served and

obeyed ; and the neglect of this will be sure to

damn them, though the obedience to the law will

not save them, because they arc not able to make
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wliat needi^ tliere of

faitli ? But it is evi-

dent that woiks will

not save, because
there must he faith

in the blood of J esus

tlie Sou of Miu-y.

a full recompense to God for the sius tliat are

past ; neither are they able for the time to come,

, ,,, .^ to yield a full, continual, and com-
If -works would do it, "^

_
'

'

plete obedience to the law of this

almighty, infinite, and eternal God.

For as many as are of the works

of the law, are under the curse; for

it is written, ' Cursed is every one

that continueth not in all things which are written

in the book of the law to do them. But that no

man is justified by the [works of the] law, - - it

is evident: for. The just shall live by faith.

Ga. iii. 10, 11.

But now, though Christ, as he is God, doth

give a light to every one that cometli into the

world, which light is the conscience, (as they them-

selves confess
;)

yet it doth not therefore follow

that this conscience is the Spirit of Christ, or the

work of grace, wrought in the heart of any man
whatsoever; for every one hath conscience, yet

every one hath not the Spirit of Christ : For Jude

speaks of a company of men in his days, who had

not the Spirit of Christ, Jude 19. ' These be they

who separate tliemselves, (saith he) sensual, hav-

ing not the spirit.' Yea, Heathens, Turks, Jews,

Pagans, Athiests, have that also that doth con-

vince of sin, and yet are so far from having the

Spirit of Christ in them, that it is their great

delight to serve their lusts, this world, their sins

;

whereas the Apostle saith plainly, ' If Christ be in

you, the body is dead because of sin ; but the

Spirit is life for righteousness sake. ' Ro. viii. lo. *

So that those who are alive to their sins, have not

the Spirit of Christ. Nay, let me tell you, the

very devils themselves, who were thrown from
their first state by sin, Jude 6. have such a taste

of their horrible sins, 2 Pe. ii. 4. that when they did

but suppose that Jesus was come to put an end to

their tyrannical dealing with the world, and to

bring them to judgment for their sins, (to which
they know they shall be brought,) it made them
cry out, 'Art thou come hither to torment us be-
fore the time?' Mat. viii. S9. James doth also signify

this much unto us, where he saith, ' The devils

also believe and tremble. ' Ja. ii. 19. Which belief of
theirs is not a believing in Christ to save them

;

for they know he did not take hold on their nature.
He. ii. 16. But they do believe that Christ will come
to their everlasting torment ; and the belief of this

doth make these proud spirits to tremble.

Again, Man at his coming into the woi-ld, hath
his conscience given him, which doth convince of
sin, Jn. ii. 9. and viii. 9. yet man, as he cometh into

the world, hath not the Spirit of Christ in him

;

for that must be received afterward, by the preach-

* Bunyan quotes tliis passage from the Geucvau or Puritan
versiou.—Eu.

ing of the word, which is preached by the minis-

ters and servants of Jesus Christ. This is God's

usual way to communicate of his Spirit into the

hearts of his elect ; and this is clear in so many
words, where Peter preaching to a certain number,

the scripture saith, ' While Peter yet spake these

words, the Holy Ghost, [or Holy Spirit, ] fell on all

them which heard the word. ' Ac. x. u. And again,

Ga.iii. ver. 2 and 5. compared together, ' Received ye the

Spirit by the works of the law, (saith the Apostle)

or by the hearing of faith ? ' or the Gospel, which is

the word of faith preached by us ? Which Spirit,

as Christ saith, the world cannot receive, because

it seeth him not, neither knoweth him, though his

childz-en shall have fellowship with him to the great

comfort of their own souls. Jn. xiv. 16, 17.

But now, this merciless butcherer of men, the

devil, that he might he sure to make the soul fall

short of glory, if possible, endeavours to persuade

the soul that its state is good ; that it hath the

Spirit of Christ in it ; and for a proof of the same,

saith he, turn thy mind inward, and listen within,

and see if there be not that within thee that doth

convince of sin : Now the poor soul ; finding this

to be so, all on haste (if it be willing to profess)

through ignorance of the Gospel, claps in with

these motions of its own conscience, which doth

command to abstain from this evil, and to practise

that good ; which, if neglected, will accuse and

torment for the same neglect of others, both now
and hereafter. Uo. ii. 15.

Now the soul seeing that there is something

within that convinceth of sin, doth all on a sudden

close with that, supposing it is the Spirit of Christ,

and so through this mistake, is carried away with

the teachings and convictions of its own conscience,

(being misinformed by the devil) unto the works

of the law ; xmder which, though it work all its

days, and labour with its might and main, yet it

never will be able to appease the wrath of God,

nor get from under the curse of the law, nor get

from under the guilt of one sinful thought the

right way, which is to be done by believing what

another man hath done by himself, without us, on

the cross, without the gates of Jerusalem. He. i. 2, 3.

Eo. V. 15. See also for this, 1 Pe. ii. 2i. He. xiii. 12. The
one saith. He bare our sins in his own body on the

tree ; the other saith. It was done without the

gate.

And thus the poor soul is most horribly carried

away headlong, and thrown down violently under

the curse of the law, under which it is held all its

days, if God of his mere mercy prevent not ; and

at the end of its life doth fall into the very belly

of hell.

Again, That the devil might be sure to carry on

his design, he now begins to counterfeit the work

of grace : Here he is very subtil, and doth trans-
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form himself into an angel of light. 2 Co. xi. 14. Now
he makes the soul behove that he is its friend, and
that he is a gospel minister ; and if the soul will be
led by what shall be made known unto it by the

light (or conscience) within, it shall not need to

fear but it shall do AveU,

Now he counterfeits the new birth, persuading

them, that it is wrought by following the light

that they brought into the world with them. Now
he begins also to make them run through difficul-

ties : and now, like Baal's priests, they must lance

themselves with knives, &c. Now, 1656, quakers

are changed to the laws of the world. Now they

must wear no hatbands ; now they must live with

bread and water; now they must give heed to

seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils, which bids

them abstain from marriage, and commands them

to abstain from meats, which God hath created to

be received with thanksgiving, of them which love

and know the truth, as in l Ti. iv. 1—3. Now they

must not speak, except their spirit moves them, (I

do not say the Spirit of Christ) though when it

moves, they will speak such sad blasphemies, and

vent such horrible doctrines, that it makes me
wonder to see the patience of God, in that he doth

not command, either the groimd to open her mouth,

and swallow them up, or else suffer the devil to

fetch them away aUve, to the astonishment of the

whole world.

Object. But you will say, doth not the scripture

say, that it is the Spirit of Christ that doth make
manifest or convince of sin? Jn. xri. 8.

Aiisw. Yes, it doth so. But for the better

understanding of this place, I shall lay down this

;

namely. That there are two things spoken of in the

scriptures, which do manifest sin, or convince of

sin. First, The law, as saith the Apostle. Ro. iu.

20. ' Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall

no flesh be justified in his sight: [viz., God's

sight : ] for by the law is the knowledge of sin. ' Se-

condly, The Spirit of Christ doth make manifest, or

reprove of sin, as it is written. Jn.xvi.8,9. 'And

when he (the Spirit) is come, he wUl reprove the

world of sm, and of righteousness, and of judg-

ment: Of sin, because they believe not on me;'

saith the Son of Mary, which is Christ.

Now the law doth sometimes by its own power

manifest sin without the Spirit of Christ; as in

the case of Judas, who was convinced of the sin of

mm-der, Avhich made him cry out, ' I have sinned
;

'

„ ^ , yet at that time he was so far fi-om
He hanged •'

r- • • n r^T • t

himself inirae- havino- the Spirit ot Christ m him,

iiat! xxvii'. 3r^ that he was most violently possessed
^- of the devil. Lu. .xxii. 3, 4.

Again, Sometimes the Spirit of Christ takes

the law, and doth effectually convince of sin, of

righteovisness, and judgment to come.

Query. But you will say, How should I know
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whether I am convinced by the law alone, or that
the law is set home effectually by the Spirit of the
Lord Jesus upon my conscience?

Ans. 1. Unto this I answer. First, When the
law doth convince by its own poM-er, without the
help of the Spirit of Christ, it doth only convince
of sins against the law, as of swearing, lyino-,

stealing, murdering, adultery, covetousncss, and
the hke. I say, it doth only make manifest sins

against the law, pronouncing a horrible curse,

against thee, if thou fulfil it not, and so leaves

thee ; but it gives thee no strength to fulfil it com-
pletely, and continually, (which thou must do, if

thou wilt be saved thereby). Now thy o^ti strength

being insufficient for these things, having lost it in

Adam, thou art a breaker of the law. Here the

law finds thee in thy sins, and condemns thee for

thy sins : But gives thee no power to come wholly

out of them ; neither doth it shew thee thy right

Saviour, to save thee from them (which is the Son
of the Virgin Mary, the man Christ Jesus) but

commands thee upon pain of eternal damnation, to

continue in aU things that are written in the book
of the law to do them. Ga. iii. 10. And therefore if

thou hast been convinced of no other sins, but what
are against the law, for aU thy

. ,

.

11 <. Tot a (farther) proof hereof
convictions and horror ot con- take tlie carria-e of the

science, thou mayest be but a ^S'whfwMe'tS
natural man, at the best, and trusted iu Moses, cmcified

Jesus. 1 Co. u. 8.

SO under the curse.

(Obj.) But, perhaps thou wilt say, I am not only

convinced of my sins against the law, but I have

also some power against my sins, so that I do in

some considerable measure abstain from those

things that are forbidden in the law.

{A'us.) This thou mayest have, and do, as thou

thinkest, perfectly, as those blind Pharisees called

quakers, do think that they also do, and yet be but

a natural man : And therefore I pray consider that

place, in Ko. ii. 14, 15. the Apostle there speaks on this

wise, concerning the Gentiles' obedience to the law,

' For when the Gentiles, which have not the law,

do by nature the things contained in the law, these,

having not the law, are a law unto themselves :

Which shew the work of the law written in their

hearts.' ^Miich work of the law, Christ as he is

God, hath enlightened every one withal, that Com-

eth into the world, Jn. i. 9. which, as the quakers

say, doth convince of sin, yet of no other than sins

against the law : and therefore must needs be all

one light or law ; for * the law is hght, ' Pr. vi. 23.

and gives 'the knowledge of sin.' Ko. iii. 20. And

therefore, as I said before, so say I now again, if

thy convictions are no other than for the sins

against the law, though thy obedience be the strict-

est that ever was wrought by any man, (except

the Lord Jesus the Son of Mary) thou art at the

best but mider the law, and so consequently mider

U
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the curse, and under the wrath of God, whether

thou believest it or not. Ga. iii. lO. Jn. iii. 36.

Ans. 2. But now the second thing, how thou

shouldest know, whether the Spirit of Christ doth

effectually set home the law upon thy conscience,

or not ; and therefore to speak directly to it, if the

Spirit of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, doth set

home the law effectually ; then the same Spirit of

Christ shews thee more sin than the sins against

the law. For,

(1.) It shews thee, that 'all our righteousnesses

are as filthy rags.' is. Mv. 6. Thou seest all thy

praying, meditation, hearing, reading, alms-deeds,

fasting, reformation, and whatsoever else thou hast

done, doest, or canst do, being an unbeliever, de-

serves at the hands of God his curse and condem-

nation, and that for ever : And therefore thou art

so far from trusting to it, that in some measure

thou even loathest it, and art ashamed of it, as

being a thing abominable, both in God's sight and

thine own. PM. iii. 8. Thou countest thy own per-

formances, when at best, and thine own righteous-

ness, A bed too short to stretch thyself upon, and

a covering too narrow to wrap thyself in. is. xxviii. 20.

And these things thou seest not *overly, or slight-

\y, and as at a great distance, but really and seri-

ously, and the sense of them sticks close unto

thee.

(2.) It shews thee that thou hast no faith in the

man Christ Jesus by nature, and that though thou

hadst no other sins, yet thou art in a perishing-

state because of unbelief, according to that 16th

of John, ver, 9, * Of sin, because they believe not

on me.' If therefore thou hast been convinced

aright by the Spirit, thou hast seen that thou hadst

no faith in Christ the Son of Mary, the Son of God,

before conversion. It shews thee also, that thou

canst not believe in thine own strength, though
thou wouldest never so willingly; yea, though
thou wouldest give all the world (if thou hadst it)

to believe, thou couldest not.

(3.) In the next place it will shew thee, that if

thou doest not believe in the man Christ Jesus, and
that with 'the faith of the operation of God,' Coi.

ii. 12. thou wilt surely perish, and that
Because faith IS -a ^ ^ a 1 •

thegiftofGod. Without remedy ; Also it shews thee,
Ep.^ii. 8. Phd. tiiat if thou liast not that righteous-

ness, which the man Christ Jesus ac-

complished in his own person for sinners ; I say,

if thou be not clothed with that instead of thine

own, thou art gone for ever ; and therefore saith

Christ, (speaking of the Spirit) 'When he is come
he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteous-

ness' too. Ju. xvi. 8. That is, the Spirit shall con-
vince men and women of the sufficiency of that

righteousness that Christ, in his human nature.

• Overly/ carelessly, sliglitly; obsolete.—Eu.
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hath fulfilled: So that they need not run to the

law for righteousness :
' For Christ is the end of

the law for righteousness, to every one that believ-

eth. Ro. X. 4. Again, if the Spirit of Jesus settetl.

home the law upon thy conscience, thou wilt freely

confess, that although the law curseth, and con-

demneth thee for thy sins, and gives thee no power
either to fulfil it, or to come out of thy sins : Yet
God is just in giving that law, and ' the law is

holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and

good. ' Ro. vii. 12.

(4.) Lastly, It also convinceth of judgment to

come : He (viz. the Spirit) shall reprove the world

of sin, of righteousness, yea, and of judgment too.

Ac.xxiv.25. Then doth the soul see, that that very

man that was born of the Virgin Mary, crucified

upon the cross without the gates of Jerusalem,

shall so come again ; even that same Jesus, in

like manner as he was seen to go up from his dis-

ciples. Ac. i. 11. Yea, they that are thus convinced

by the Spirit of Christ, know that God 'Lath ap-

pointed a day, in the which he will judge the Avorld

in righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordain-

ed : Ac. xvii. 31. which is the man Christ Jesus : For

'it is he which was ordained of God to be the judge

of quick and dead. ' Ac. x. 42.

And now, man, or woman, whoever thou art,

that art savingly convinced by the Spirit of Christ,

thou hast such an endless desire after the Lord

Jesus Christ, that thou canst not be satisfied or

content with anything below the blood of the Son

of God to purge thy conscience withal; even that

blood that was shed without the gate. He. xiii. 12. and

Lx. 14. Also thou canst not be at quiet, till thou

dost see by true faith, that the righteousness of

the Son of Mary is imputed unto thee, and put upon

thee. Ro. iii. 21—23. Then also thou canst not be at

quiet, till thou hast power over thy lusts, and cor-

ruptions, till thou hast brought them into subjec-

tion to the Lord Jesus Christ. Then thou wilt

never think that thou hast enough faith. No,

thou wilt be often crying out. Lord, give me more

precious faith : Lord, more faith in thy righteous-

ness ; more faith in thy blood and death ; more

faith in thy resurrection: And Lord, more faith in

this, that thou art now at the right hand of thy

father in thy human nature, making intercession

for me a miserable sinner. Jn. xvi. 5—7. i Ti. ii. 5. He.

vii. 24, 25. And then, poor soul, if thou comest but-

hither, thou wilt never have an itching ear after

another gospel. Nay, thou wilt say, if a presbyter,

or anabaptist, or independent, or ranter, or quaker,

or papist, or pope, or an angel from heaven, preach

any other doctrine, let him be accursed, again and

again. Ga. i. 8. And thus have I briefly shewed

you.

First, How Christ, as he is God, doth enlighten

every man that comes into the world.
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Secondly, What this light will do, viz. shew them
that there is a God, by the things that are made ;

and that this God must be worshipped. Ro. i. 20.

Thirdly, I have shewed you the difference be-

tween that ligM and the Spirit of Christ the Sa-

viour.

Fourthly, I have also shewed you, how 3'ou

should know the one from the other, by their

several effects.

The first light convinces of sins, but of none

other than sins against the law ; neither doth it

shew the soul a Saviour, or deliver (for that is the

work of the Spirit) from the curse wherewith it

doth curse it. But I shewed you, that when the

Spirit of Christ comes and works effectually, it

doth not only shew men their sms against the law,

but also shews them their lost condition, if they

believe not in the righteousness, blood, death, re-

surrection, and intercession of Jesus Christ, the

Son of Llary, the Son of God. Jn. vi. 44. and xvi. 24. Mat.

iii. 17. He. i. 9. And thus much I thought necessary

to be spoken at this time, touching the natm-e of

conviction.

Third. I«Jow in the Third Place. Though I

have spoken something to this thing already,

namely, concerning our Lord the Saviour, yet

again, in few words, through grace, I shall shew,

that he was made, that is, born of a Avoman, and

made under the law, to redeem them that are un-

der the law. My meaning is. That God is our

Saviour.

First, And for this, see is. xiv. 15. where you have

these words, ' Verily, thou art a God that hidest

thyself, God of Israel, the Saviour:' Andver.21,

Zi. you have tliese words, ' Wlio hath declared this

from ancient time ? - - Have not I the Lord ? And
there is no God else beside me ; a just God and a

Saviour ; there is none beside me. Look imto me,

and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth :
' Why,

who art thou ? ' For I am God, and tliere is none

else. ' Also in is. Uv. 5. ' For thy Maker is thine

husband ; the Lord of hosts is his name ; and thy

Redeemer the Holy One of Israel ; the God of the

whole earth shall he be called. ' Read also ver. g—s.

of that chapter. I could abundantly multiply

scriptures to prove this to be truth, but I shall

only mind you of two or three, and so pass on

;

the first is in Jude, ver. 25. ' To the only wise God
our Saviour he glory. ' And Ac. x.x. 23. Jn. m. 16; 1 Jn. v.

20.

Object. But you will say. How is God a Sa\dour

of sinners, seeing his eyes are so pm"e that he can-

not behold iniquity; Hab. i. 13.

Answ. For answer hereunto. ' "When the fulness

of the time was come' wherein the salvation of sin-

ners should be actually wrought out, ' God sent

forth his Son, (which Son is equal with the Father,

Jn. i. 1. xvii. 5. and x. 30.) made of a woman, made under

the law,' (that is, he was subject to the power and
curse of the law) to this end, ' to redeem them that
(are, or) were under the law, 'ca. iv. 4, 5. that is, to deli-

ver us 'from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us.' Ga.iii. 13. From whence take notice, that
when the salvation of sinners was to be actually
wrought out, then God sent forth the everlustii)o-

Son of his love into the world, clothed with the
human nature, according to that in Jn. i. 14. He. u. 14.

and 1 Ti. iii. 16. which saith, 'God was manifest in the
flesh,' that is, took flesh upon him.

Second, This Son of God, which is equal with
the Father, did in that flesh, which he took upon
him, completely fulfil the whole law: So that the

Apostle saith, ' Christ is the end of the law for

righteousness to every one that believeth.' Ro. x. 4.

This righteousness which this Christ did accom-
plish, is called, ' The righteousness of God. ' Ro. Ui.

23. This righteousness of God, is by the faith of

Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all them that be-

lieve : My meaning is, it is imputed to so many as

shaU by faith lay hold on it. This is also part of

the meaning of that speech of the Apostle: 'As
many of you as have been baptized into Christ,

have put on Christ. ' Ga. iii. 27. That is, by faith

have put on the righteousness of Christ, with the

rest of that which Christ hath bestowed upon you,

having accomplished it for you. This is also the

meaning of the Apostle, Co. ii. 9, 10. where he saith,

' for in him (that is the Son of Jlary, cimp. i. 13, u.)

dwelleth all the fulness of the godhead bodily.

And ye are complete in him. ' That is, in his obe-

dience and righteousness ; which also the Apostle

himself doth so hard press after, Phil. iii. 8, 9. say-

ing, ' doubtless, and I count all things ht'.t loss, for

the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus

my Lord ;' which Lord was crucified by the Jews,

as it is in 1 Co. ii. 8. ' for whom, (that is for Christ,)

I have suffered the loss of all things (as well the

righteousness of the law, in which I was blameless,

piiii. iii. 6. as all other things) and do count them hvt

dung, that I may win Christ: And be found in

him, not having mine o^vn righteousness, which is

of the law, but that which is through the faith of

Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith
:'

which is ' unto all, and upon all them that believe.'

Ro. iii. 22. That place also in the ninth of Daniel,

ver. 24, 25, lioldeth forth as much where prophe-

sying of the Messias, he saith, that it is he that

came ' to finish the transgression, and to make an

end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity,

and to bring in everlasting righteousness.' Now

that the righteousness of the Son of jMary is it,

mind the 26th verse, where he saith thus, ' And

after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be

cut ofi",' that is, Christ shall be crucified, ' but not

for himself, ' that is, not for any sin that he hath

committed ; for he committed none. Then surely.
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it must be for the sins of the people, Jn. xi. 50. as

the high priest said, * It is expedient for us that

one man should die for the people, ' Avhich man was

the true IMessias, Da. Lv. 24. which also is the Son of

Mary. Mat. i. 18—23. And the Son of God, Mat. iii.17.

And also the true God, iJn.v. 20. And this Mes-

sias, this Son of the Virgin, this Son of God, this

true God, did not die for himself, for he had not

offended ; neither did he fulfil the law or finish

transgression, and bring in everlasting righteous-

ness for himself, for he had not sinned, l Pe. ii. 22.

therefore it must of necessity follow, that this righ-

teousness of God, this everlasting righteousness, is

imputed to all, and upon all them that believe. Ro.

iii. 22; 3 Co. v. 19—21. But,

Tldrdly, this Messias, this Son of Mary, this Son

of God, this true God, he was put to death for the

sins that his children had committed, according

to that saying, ' Herein perceive we the love of

God, because he laid down his life for us. ' l Jn. iii. IG.

Also in Ac. XX. 28. the apostle speaking to the pastors

of the churches, saith, ' feed the church of God,

which he hath purchased with his own blood. ' See

also Zee. xii. 10.

Now, I would not be mistaken. I do not think,

or say, that he died in his divine nature, but as it

is written, he in his own body on the tree did bear

OUT sins ; l Pe. ii. 24. which tree was the cross. Col. ii.

14. And as the apostle saith again, who ' when he

had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the

right hand of the majesty on high. ' He. i. 3. And
again, the apostle speaking of this glorious God,

saith on this wise, (being before speaking of his

godhead) in Col. i. 19-22. ' For it pleased tite Father
that in him should all fulness dwell ; and having
made peace through the blood of his cross by him
to reconcile all things to himself: by him, / say,

whether they he things in earth, or things in heaven.
And you, who were sometime alienated and enemies
in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he
reconciled.' But how? Why in ver. 23. he tells

you, that it is ' in the body of his flesh through
death, to present you holy and unblameable and
unreprovable in his sight.' That is, Christ, who
is the true God, after that he had finished all actual

obedience on earth, did in the power and strength
of his godhead, Ju. xix. so and x. is. yield up himself
to the wrath of his Father, which was due to poor
sinners (and that Avillingly) is. bdii. 3. [see He. ix. 14.

and read that verse with understanding] accordino-

to that saying in i Pe. iii. 18. ' For Christ also hath
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust:'

That is, the Son of God for poor sinners : ' that
he might bring us to God, being put to death in

the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.' Again,
lPe.iv.l. • Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered

for us (not for himself l)a. ix. 2g.) in the flesh, (in his

own body which he tookof the Virgin, i Pe. ii. 24.) arm

yourselves likewise with the same mind
:

' That is,

let us die to sin as he did, that we might live to

God as he did, and doth. Ro. vi. lo. And thus have

I briefly showed you,

I. That the Son of Mary is very God.

II. That he made the world.

III. That he is our Saviour, and how.

IV. That he died for sinners, and how, namely,

not in his divine nature, but in his human, in his

own body, and in his own flesh. Col. i. 22. redeeming

his church with his own blood, Ac. xx. 28. and with

his own life, l Jn. iii. 16. Jn. X. 18.

We shall now pass on to some other things (the

Lord willing) touching his burial, resurrection,

ascension, intercession, second coming, resurrection

of the body, and eternal judgment.

His BURIAL PROVED.—I shall prove by several

scriptures that he was buried, and so pass on.

Therefore see that place. Mat xxvii. ver. 57. and so for-

ward. After that Jesus the Son of God had been

crucified a while, he gave up the ghost ; that is,

he died ; and after he had been awhile dead, Joseph

of Arimathea went in to Pilate, and begged the

body of Jesus, and Pilate gave consent thereto.

And Joseph took the body of Jesus and wrapped

it in clean linen, and laid it (viz. the body of Jesus)

in his own tomb, and rolled a stone upon the mouth

of the sepulchre, and departed. Also in Lu. xxiii.

51—53. The apostle Paul also teacheth so much,

1 Cor. XV. 3, 4. where he saith, ' For I delivered unto

you first of all that Avhich I also received, how that

Christ died for our sins according to the scripture

;

And that he was buried. ' Again, in Ac. xiii. 29. the

apostle speaking there of Jesus Christ, saith, ' And
when they had fulfilled all that was written of him,

they took him down from the tree, and laid hiin in

a sepulchre. ' And so much touching the burial of

Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Resurrection. In the next place, I am to prove,

That that very man, whom the Jews did crucify

between two thieves, called Jesus Christ, did rise

again. That very man, with that very body where-

with he was crucified upon the cross, did rise again

out of the grave in which he was laid. And this

I shall prove ] . by scripture, 2. by the testimony

of angels, 3. by Christ's own words after he was

risen, and 4. by the testimony of the apostles in

the scripture.

First therefore consider, Ps. xvi. verse 10. where the

prophet speaks on this wise of Christ's resurrec-

tion ;
' For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell

;

neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see cor-

ruption.' W^hich words the Apostle Peter cites in

Ac. ii. from ver. 22 to 32. also Is. xxvi. 19. in the person of

Christ saith, ' Thy dead men shall live, together

with my dead body shall they arise. ' See also Ju.

XX. 15, 16. where mention is made of his appearing unto

Mary Magdalen, and he called her IMary, and she
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called him master; which signifies that he was
risen, and that she knew him after his resurrection

;

for he was come out of the grave, see ver. 6,7, 8.

Again, another scripture is that in Lu. xxiv. l—3.

The disciples of Jesus coming to the sepulchre,

thinking to anoint the body of Jesus, found the

stone that was on the mouth of the sepulchre

rolled away ; and when they went in, they found

not the body of the Lord Jesus ; and at this they

were troubled and perplexed, ver. 4. But as two of

them went up to Emmaus, and were talking of

what had befallen to Jesus, Jesus himself drew

near, and went with them, ver. 15. Another scrip-

ture is that in Mar. xvi. ver. 9. which saith on this wise,

' Kow when Jesus was risen early the first day of

the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalen, out

of wh6m he had cast seven devils. ' Where take

notice how the Holy Ghost lays it down in these

words, out of whom he had cast seven devils. To
intimate to us the certainty, that it was the same

Jesus that was born of the virgin Mary, who did

many miracles, and cured many diseases, who did

also cast seven devils out of Mary Magdalen, that

did rise again. Yea, saith the Holy Ghost, it was

the same Jesus that did work such a wonderful

miracle on Mary, he appeared to her first, out of

whom he had cast seven devils. And let these

scriptures suflice to prove the resurrection of the

Son of God.

Second, you shaU have the testimony of the holy

angels also by the scriptures. And first look into

Mar. xvi 3—7. the words are these, 'And they (viz.

the disciples) said among themselves, Who shall

roll us away the stone .?
' They had a good mind

to see their Lord, but they could not, as they

thought, get away the stone which covered the

mouth of the sepulchre. * And when they looked

(that is, towards the sepiUchre) they saw that the

stone was rolled away : for it was very great. And
entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man
(that is, an angel) sitting on the right side, clothed

in a long white garment ; And they (the disciples)

were affrighted. And he saith unto them. Be not

aft'righted (you have no cause for it) Ye seek Jesus

of Nazareth, which was crucified : he is risen, he

is not here ; behold the place where they laid him.'

What scripture can be plainer spoken than this?

Here is an angel of the Lord ready to satisfy the

disciples of Jesus, that he was risen from the dead.

And lest they should think it was not the right

Jesus he spoke of, Yes, saith he, it is the same

Jesu=! that you mean ; you seek Jesus of Nazareth,

do you not ? Why he is ris.en, he is not here. But

do you speak seriously, and in good earnest? Yea

surely, if you will not believe me, behold the place

where they laid him. This scripture, or testimony

is very clear to our purpose. But again, the next

place is in Mat. xxviii. ver. 3—7. Iq the third verse

there is an angel (as before) bearing witness of the

resurrection of Jesus. ' His countenance was liko

lightning, and his raiment white as snow : And for

fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as

dead men. And the angel answered and said

unto them, (viz. to the women who came to seek

Jesus) Fear not ye
:

' but let them that seek to keep
the Lord in his grave fear if they „, ., ,, ,

. ° •' They are they that

Will ; for you have no ground of liad need to fear

j< 1 IT 1 '•nd tremble, lor
tear, who seek J eSUS who was cru- tlu-y deny the faith

cified; He is not here, for he is
<"' ^'''e Son of God.

risen ; he cannot be in body here and risen too : If

you will not believe me, come, see where the Lord

lay, and go quickly and tell his disciples that he

is risen from the dead ; and behold, he gocth

before you into Galilee, there shall you see him.

But shall we be sure of it? Yea, saith the angel,

Lo, it is I that have told you. See how plainly

this scripture also doth testify of Christ his resur-

rection. Here, saith the angel, you seek a Saviour

and none will content you but he, even the same

that was crucified : Well you shall have him, but

he is not here. Why, where is he then ? He is

risen from the dead. But are you sure it is the

same that we look for? Yea, it is the same that

was crucified, ver. 5. But where should we find

him? Why, he goeth before you into Galilee,

where he used to be in his life-time, before he

was crucified : And that you might be sure of it,

there to find him, know that he is an angel of God

that hath told you. ver. 7. And thus have you in

brief the testimony of the angels of God, to witness

that Jesus the Son of the virgin, the Son of God,

is risen from the dead.

Object. But you will say, might they not be

deceived? Might not their eyes dazzle, and they

might think they did see such a thing, when indeed

there was no such matter?

Ans. Well, because it is so difficult a matter, to

be persuaded of the truth of this thing, that Christ

is raised again out of the grave, that very man,

with that very body ; though these things that have

been already spoken, might be enough (througli

grace) to satisfy, yet because of the unbelief of

some, we shall turn to some more of those infallible

proofs that are spoken of in Ac. i. 3. to prove the

point yet more clear.

Third, Do but see how the Lord doth deal with

an unbelieving disciple. Jn. xx. ver. 33—29. You sliall

see in the 23d verse, Christ after his resurrection

is talking with his disciples, but Thomas was not

with them. But when the disciples saw him again,

they said unto him. We have seen the Lord, ver. 25.

but Thomas would not believe them. Another

time Jesus comes to his disciples again, and

then Thomas was with them ; then so soon as the

Lord had said, ' Peace be unto you,' he turned

liunself to Thomas, and said to him ;
' Thomas,



158 SOME GOSPEL TRUTHS OrENED.

reacli hitlier tliy finger, and bcliold my hands ; and

reach hither thy hand, and thrust 'it into my side

:

and he not faithless, hut heUeving. ' ver. 37. As

much as if the Lord should have said, Come

Thomas, thou hast doubted of the truth of my
resurrection very much; thou sayest that thou

wilt not believe, except thou do feel with thy

fingers the piint of the nails, and do thrust thy

hand into my side. Come Thomas, reach hither

thy finger, and behold my hands, and see if there

were not the nails driven through them ; and reach

hither th^ hands and thrust them into my side, and

feel if I have not the very hole in it still, that was

^ , , „ ., made with the spear that the
linw (loth the ,.11 • • i 1

Lord condescend, to soldier did thrust mto it, and be not

sl'.T.Semhei-at'i^ SO full of unbelief, but believe that

oi one that is weak.
^^^^ resurrection is a glorious truth.

Another infallible proof, is that in Lu. xxiv. from

the 36th, to the end of the 44th verse. In ver. so.

it is said that the Lord, (even while they Avere

talking) * stood in the midst of them and saith

unto them. Peace be unto you
:

' But they were so

far from being at peace, that they were terrified,

and supposed that they had seen a spirit. And

Jesus said to tliem, ' Why are ye troubled, and

why do thoughts arise in your hearts ?
' What,

do you think that I am a spirit? Do you think

your eyes dazzle? 'Behold my hands and my
feet.' Look well upon me, and see my hands, and

the holes in them, and likewise my feet, and the

holes in them, and know that it is I myself, and

not a spirit, as you suppose. Know, that it is

1 myself, and not another. Doth your hearts

fail you? Then take hold of me with your hands,

yea, ' handle me, and see ; for a spirit hath not

flesh and bones, as ye see me have. And when
he had thus spoken he shewed them his hands and

his feet.' As if he had said, Come my disciples,

take special notice of me, do not be daunted, nor

afl'righted, but consider that it is I myself. WeU,
they could not believe as yet, but wondered that

such a thing as this should be : And while they

were thus wondering he will give them another

infallible proof : And ' he said unto them, have

you here any meat?' ver. 41. As if the Lord had
said. Come my disciples, I see that you are very

full of unbelief, if you have here any meat, j^ou

shall see me eat before you all. And they gave
him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honey-

comb, ' And he took it, and did eat before them.'

Again, ver. 42. the Lord strives with another infallible

proof against their doubting, saying, ]\Iy disciples,

do you not remember what discourse you and I

had before I was crucified, how that I told you,

that all things must be fulfilled which were written

in the law of Moses, and in the prophets concern-

ing me. Mar. viii. 31 ; xiv. 21. Another infallible proof

was, that appearance of his at the sea of Tiberias,

where he came to them on the shore, and called

them, and provided for them a dinner, and wrought

a notable miracle while he was there Avith them at

that time, namely, the catching of 153 great fishes,

and yet their net break not. (Jn. xxi. read that

whole chapter, and Ac. x. 41.) Which as it was a

great miracle, so it did also show his power and

authority over his creatures. Besides his eating

and drinking with his disciples after his resurrec-

tion ; and also his preaching to them. Ac. i. 3. This

is not the least, viz. that he was with his disciples

on earth forty days, which was almost six weeks,

speaking to them the things concerning his king-

dom: which was a mighty confirmation of their

faith in his resurrection.

Fourth, I shall now briefly touch two or three

scriptures, the which hold forth his disciples' testi-

mony of his resurrection. And the first is in Ac.

X. 40, 41. In which place the Apostle speaking of

the Lord Jesus, saith, ' Him God raised up the

third day, and shewed him openly, ' yet ' Not to

all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of

God, even to us (saith the Apostle) who did eat

and drink with him after he rose from the

dead.' Again, Ac. iv.lOjamlxiii. 29—31. The words ruu

thus (the Apostle speaking of Jesus, saith) ' And
when they had fulfilled all that was written of him,

they took him down from the tree, and laid him in

a sepulchre. But God raised him from the dead

:

And he was seen many days of them which came

up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are

his witnesses unto the people. ' See 1 Co. xv. 1—8.

And thus far touching his resurrection from the

dead.

Ascension. In the next place I am to prove that

this very man, Christ Jesus, the Son of the virgin,

in his very body, the same body that was crucified,

is above the clouds and the heavens. And though

this is made light of by those men called quakers,

and other infidels of this generation: Yet 1 am
sure that it will prove true to their cost, who reject

it as erroneous and vain. But to prove it. First,

I shall prove that he is ascended. Secondly, that

he is ascended above the clouds, and the heaven.

First, that he is ascended, see Ep. iv. s—10.

' Wherefore (saith the Apostle) When he ascended

up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts

unto men. Now that he ascended, what is it but

that he also descended first into the lower parts of

the earth, he that descended is the same also that

ascended (again) up far above all heavens.'

Again, read Jn. xx. 17. where Christ after his

resurrection from the dead, saith to Mary Magda-

len, ' Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to

my Father :' That is, I have not yet ascended with

this my body wherewith I was crucified on the

cross. ' But go to my brethren, and say mito

them (meaning his disciples) I ascend unto my
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Father and jour Father ; and to my God and your

God.'

Object. But in that place, (may some say) Ep. iv.

10. He that descended, is said to be the same that

ascended. Now there was no human nature with

God in heaven before the world was ; Therefore if

he be but the same that was with the Father from

all eternity, then the humanity of the Son of Mary
is not ascended into heaven.

Ans. For answer, It is clear from Jn. i. i. that the

Word or Son of God, as he was a Spirit, was with

the Father before the world was. Tit. i. 2. But now,

in the fidness of time, that is, when that time that

the Father and he had concluded on, was come,

' God sent forth his Son (which was with him before

the world was, Jn. xvii. 5.) made of a woman
;

' Ga.iv.4.

that is, born of a woman. ' And took upon him

the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness

of men. ' PM. ii. 6, 7. Now as he was born of a

woman, as he was in the likeness of men, so he

ascended to the right hand of his Father, in our

nature. And for this, I pray turn to Ac. i. 9—li. and

there you shall find, that he is the same that was

born of the virgin, that very man that was crucified;

if you compare ver. 3. with ver. 9, lo, 11. you will find it

so to be. Now in ver. 9. after he had spoken many
things while they beheld, that is, Avhile his disciples

looked on him, he was taken up, that is, he was

taken up from them into heaven, as in ver. ii. and a

cloud received him out of their sight. And while

they looked up stedfastly towards heaven, as he

went up (which heaven, was not within them ; if

it had, they needed not to have looked toward the

clouds and the heaven without them) behold two

men stood by them, not in them, in white apparel,

which also said (that is, the two men, or angels

which stood by them said) Ye men of Galilee, why

stand ye gazing up into heaven? Here again, they

did not look within them, but stood gazing or look-

ing after the Lord Jesus, the Son of Mary, who

was carried away from them in a cloud, ver. 9. But

why (say the angels) do you stand gazing so much

into heaven : your master wiU. come again after a

certain time. Mat. xxv. 19 ; Mar. xiii. 34. For, This same

Jesus, namely, which was crucified, which rose

again, and hath been with you these forty days,

which also you see go into heaven, shall so come,

(namely in a cloud) as ye have seen him go into

heaven. Ac.i.3. But shall he not lose his body

before he come again? No say the angels, he

shall so come, that is, as ye have seen liim go ; in

like manner, that is, with the same body. Or else

I am sure he cannot come in the same manner, if he

lose his body before he comes again ; for he went

thither with that body. But that same Jesus that

was crucified, is he that went, or ascended up into

heaven. If you compare Luke xxiv. v. 39 to 44

with the 50th andSIst verses of the same chapter;

you may clearly find it so to be. And therefore if

he come again in like manner, he must come again

with the same body wherewith he was crucified.

Object. But you will say, The scripture saith, ho
that descended is the same that ascended, which

to me (say you) implies, none but the Spirit's

ascending?

Ans. For answer, we do not say, (as I said

before) that it is another that ascended, but the

very same : That is, the very same Christ, that was

with the Father from everlasting did come down

from heaven: That same Christ also that came

down from heaven did ascend up thither again

;

only, he descended without a body from heaven,

and took flesh and blood upon him from the virgin.

And though he descended witliout a body, yet he,

the very same Christ that descended without a

body, the same did ascend again with a body, even

that very body that he took of the virgin Mary.

See Lu. xxiv. from 39th to 51st verses. Ac. ii. 30, 31; Jn. xv. 1;

iCo.ix. 24, 25. Now let me give you a similitude, for

it is warrantable ; for both Christ and his apostles

did sometimes use them, to the end, souls might bo

better informed. The similitude is this. Suppose

there come into thine house a man that is naked,

and without clothing, though he go out of thy

house again well clothed, yet the same man that

came in without clothing, is the same man also that

goes out of thy house, though very well clothed.

Even so it is in this case. The Lord Jesus came

into the womb of the virgin. Spirit, Mat. i. 18. but he

came out of the womb clothed with a body, and went

up into heaven again clothed with a body. Compare

Lu. xxiv. 39. with Ac. i. 11; and ii. 30, 31.

Now also I shall lay down some few things to

be considered, for the better clearing of it.

Consider 1 . That he did say to his disciples that

he would go away from them. Jn. xiv. 3. ana xvi. 7 ;
Mat.

XXV. 19. Yea, saith he, I go and prepare a place

for you, and then I will, after a long time, come

again, and take you to myself, that where 1 am,

that is, whither I am going, there ye maybe also.

Now, I say, if Christ had not gone from his dis-

ciples (for that was his meaning) touching his

bodily presence ; I say, if he had not gone away

from them, in respect of his bodily presence, he

had said more than he had performed ;
which is

horrible blasphemy once to assert ; which going of

his, is his going into heaven. See 1 Pe. iii. 22.

Consider 2. That there it was that he was
_

to

receive the promise of the Father, Lu. xxiv. 49. which

promise was the shedding forth in an abundant

manner the blessed Holy Ghost. And for this sec

Ac. ii. 33-36. 'Therefore being by the right hand ot

God (which is in heaven) exalted, and having

received of the Father the promise of the Holy

Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see

and hear. For David is not ascended into tho
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heavens : but lie saitli himself, the Lord said unto

my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make

thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the house

of Israel know assuredly (for 'tis very true) that

God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have

crucified, both Lord and Christ.'

Consider 3. That if he were on earth, he could

not be a priest. He. viii. 4. Now the man Christ

Jesus is a glorious priest. He. vii. 24. in the heavens.

He. ix. 24. And therefore he is able to save to the

uttermost, all that come to God by him, seeing he

ever liveth to make intercession for them. (This

man, m. ver. 25.

)

Consider 4. If he be not gone into heaven, both

his own, and his Apostles' doctrine is false
; yea,

the witness of the angels also, which to think were

damnable infidelity in any man. l Pe. iii. 32. Ac. i. 9—ii.

Consider 5. Know that he is gone into heaven,

because the scriptures say he is ; which is the very

truth of God, spoken by his holy Apostles and pro-

phets : Yea, holy men of God, spake them as they

were moved by the Holy Ghost. Ep.vi. 9; iPe. iii. 22;

He. ix. 24.

Consider 6. If thou sayest that that man is not

gone into heaven, then thou must also conclude

that he is still in the grave ; and if so, then thou

sayest that the prophets, apostles, angels, Christ,

God, and all are liars, who have testified these

things in the scriptures for glorious truths, is. xxvi.i9;

Ac. X. 40—43 ; xiii. 30—39 ; and i. 9—11 ; Re. i. 17, 18 ; and ii. 8. And
as the Apostle saith of himself, and the rest of the

Apostles and ministers of Jesus Christ, 'And Ave

are found false witnesses of God ; because we have
testified of God that he raised up Christ : whom he
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become
the first fruits of them that slept. For as by man
came death, by MAN came also the resm-rection

of the dead.' i Co. xv. 15, 20—23.

Second, Now I am to prove, that he is above
the clouds and the heavens. My meaning is, he
is above the lowest heavens. For there are three,

as appears in sco.xii. i—4. I knew a

sifcakfngofthe °ian iu Christ, (saith Paul there)
h,giK.ti,upiies caught up into the third heaven.

Now,
Heaven in scripture, is taken sometimes meta-

phorically, and sometimes properly. First, Meta-
phorically it is taken for the church and people of
God, as in Ke. xii. 12. Second, Properly, it is taken
for the material heaven, where the sun, moon, and
stars are jilaced, as in Ge. i. ver. 8, 14, 13, I6. compared
together : above which heaven, Jesus the Son of

Mary is ascended. Therefore I pray you consider

with me a little.

Consider 1. That when he went into this heaven
into which he is gone, he went AWAY from his

disciples, as it is written, If I go not away, the

comforter will not come. Jn. xlv. 2, 3; Jn. xvi. 7; Ac. i. 9—11.

So that he did not go into a heaven within them in

his person and human nature. If so, he must

needs go into that heaven without, above the clouds

and the stars. Ge. 1. 8, 5, 16.

Consider 2. He was caught away in a cloud

;

yea, and was caught upwards from them, as it is

Ac. i. 9—11. and carried away into heaven
;
yea, and

his disciples stood gazing or looking up after him
into heaven, which heaven must needs be that

above the clouds. (1.) If you consider the posture

of the disciples, they looked upwards after the

cloud that did take him away. (2.) Consider the

manner of his going, it was in a cloud. (3.) He
was received out of their sight, (4.) And so

received up into heaven ; which heaven must needs

be above the clouds, where God is in his special

presence. Job xxii. 12—14. But further,

Consider 3. That those believers that are alive at

this day in the body, 'are absent from the Lord,'

2 Co. V. 6. but now, if the man Christ were ascended

into that heaven within them, he would neither be
' absent from them, ' nor they from him ; but in

that he is absent from them touching his bodily

presence, and they from him touching the same,

it is evident that that heaven into which he is

ascended, must needs be without, above the clouds.

Consider 4. That that heaven into which the

man Christ is ascended, must contain him till the

time of the restitution of aU things, as in Ac. iii. 21.

into which heaven he hath been ascended above

sixteen hundred years by computation. And I

am sure there is not a saint that doth live in the

world half so long, before he fall asleep, and be

gathered to his fathers ; so that that heaven into

which he is ascended, is not within, but must needs

be that above the clouds. But

Consider 5. That he that ascended from his

disciples, was a man, with flesh and bones, not a

spirit only ; for handle me, and see, (saith he) for

a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me
have. Lu. xxiv. 39, 50, 51. Now let the adversaries show

by the scriptures, that there is any place in them

called heaven, that is able to contain a man of

some four or five feet long, the space of fifteen or

sixteen hundred years ; besides that : therefore, it

must needs be that heaven without, which is above

the clouds and stars.

Consider 6. That heaven into which the Lord

Jesus that man is ascended must not contain him

always ; for, saith the Apostle, 1 Tii. iv. 16. ' The
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a

shout, with the voice of the archangel.' So that

there is another descending from that heaven into

which he is ascended ; and his descending from

that heaven is to this end, namely, to take his

people to himself, as it is ver. 17. so that it is clear

*that it is not any heaven within thee, mto which
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the man Christ that was born of the Virgin Mary
is ascended, but it must needs be that heaven

v/ithout, which is above the clouds. He. xii. 22. If

thou consider, that the place into which he as-

cended, even the heaven into which he is entered,

is the same place where all the deceased saints are

in their spirits: 'Therefore,' saith Paul, 'I desire

to depart, and to be with Christ, which is far

better.' Now Paul did not in this place, rh. i. 23.

mean the enjoying of Christ only in the Spirit

;

for that he enjoyed in great measure when he

spake these words ; but he spake of a dying, and

being with Christ after this life is ended ; as is

clear if you compare the 20th to the 26th verses

together, being absent from him while he was

here in the body. 2C0. v. 6. For 'whilst we are at

home in the bodv, we are absent from the Lord.'

Consider 7. That that lieaven into which the man
Christ is ascended, is not into his church on earth

;

but into heaven without, above the clouds and the

stars. Jn. xvi.7;an(lxiv. 1—3; ITi. ii. 5. And this David

doth prophesy of, Ps. xM. 5. where he saith, 'God is

gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of

a trumpet.' Now Christ, as God merel}^ could

not go up, being no less in one place than another;

but as God-man, or in his human nature, he went

up ; as will clearly appear, Ep. iv. 8—10. where he

speaketh of his triumph over all the enemies of his

people at his resurrection and ascension into hea-

ven above the clouds.

Consider 8. When Christ doth descend from

that heaven into which he is now ascended, his

.<5aints and he will meet one another, just in the

air, according to the scripture, 1 Tli. iv. I6, 17. 'For,'

(saith he) 'the Lord himself shall descend from

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-

angel, and with the trump of God : and the dead

in Christ shall rise first : (that is, they shall come

out of their graves.) Then we which [shall be

saved] are alive (at that day) and remain shall be

caught up together with them in the clouds, to

meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be

with the Lord.'

Pray mark here a little, and see what heaven the

man Christ is ascended into, and see if it be not

the heaven without, above the sun, moon, and stars.

When Christ and his saints do meet a second

time together, the one ascends and the other

descends; the one is caught up in the clouds

towards the heaven, the other descends from

heaven towards the earth, and they must needs

meet one another just in the air, that is, between

the heaven and the earth. So then, the one

coming from heaven and the other from the earth,

and their meeting being in the air, which is be-

tween heaven and earth, is an undeniable demon-

stration, that that heaven into which the man
Christ is ascended, must needs be that lieaven

VOL. u.

without, above the sun, moon, and stars, rh. iii. 20;

iTh. i. 10. And thus much touching the Son of

Mary, his ascending up into the heaven without
above the clouds. Ac. i. 9—n;audiii. 21. a'ld 1 Pe. iii 22.

Intercession. In the next place, now I shall

prove the intercession of the man Christ Jesus to

be in the heaven that I have been speaking of

;

though some have mocked at it, and others have
called it juggling; which names here I shall not

mention, only I shall admonish them, that they do

not blaspheme the truth and Son of God in his

intercession.

I shall quote some of the scriptures that hold

out this truth, and so pass on.

First, And first of all, see Ps.x^-i.4. where David pro-

phesying of the intercession of Christ, saith, 'Their

sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten Cffter another

God, (speaking of the Avicked) their drink-ofterings

of blood will I not ofi"er, nor take up their names
into my lips.' Now, compare this Avith lie. viii. 4.

where he saith, ' if he Avere on earth, he should

not be a priest. ' And He. ix. 24. ' For Christ is not

entered into the holy places made with hands,

(meaning the temple which Solomon built) which

are the figures of the true ; but into heaven itself,

now to ajipear in the presence of God for us:'

' AA'herefore he is able also to save them to the

uttermost, that come unto God by him, seeing he

ever liveth to make intercession for them.' lie. vii. 25.

Second, But you will say, is there a man made

mention of here ? Yes, for the scripture saith,

' Thei^e is one God, and one mediator between God

and men, the man Christ Jesus.' iTi ii. 5. And in

that 8th to the Hebrews made mention of before

;

where the Apostle is speaking of Christ's priestly

ofiice, as he is in the heavens, compared Avith other

priests that are on earth ; he saith ver. 3. ' For

every high priest is ordained to ofi"er gifts and

sacrifices : wherefore (speaking of Christ) it is of

necessity that this man have somcAvhat also to

off"er. For if he were on earth, he should not be a

priest, seeing that there are priests that oft'er gifts

according to the law,' AA'hich laAV was the laAV of

Moses, ch. ix. from 19 to 23. where also he is speaking

of the priesthood of the priests under the law, and

their oftering of the blood of bulls and goats (ver. 12 com-

pared with ver. 19—21.) And of the Lord Jesus the high

priests of saints, and of his blood (ver. U compared witU

ver. 24. ) Now as men under the laAV did ofier up the

blood of bulls and goats, so the man Christ J esus

did offer up his own blood to his Father ; and this

you may clearly see, if you compare He. ix. 14. where

he saith, ' How much more shall the blood of

Christ, who through the eternal Spirit ofl"ered

himself without spot'to God, purge your consciences

from dead works to serve the living God? [with]

He. X. 12. where he saith, ' But this man (meaning

the Son of the Virgin, ch. ii. U compared «-uL Mat. i. 21.)

X
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after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever

sat down on the right hand of God;' again, He. 7.

the chapter I mentioned before, you shall find his

intercession plainly held forth, if you read ver. 23.

and so on, where the scripture saith, ' By so much

was Jesus made a sui-ety of a better testament.

And they truly were many priests (meaning the

priests under the law) because they were not suf-

fered to continue by reason of death
:

' (that is, the

high-priest under the law, could not live ever in

this world, because it was appointed to all men

once to die.) Re. a. 8. But when he speaks of Christ

Jesus, he saith on this wise, ' But this man,

because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable

priesthood. Ke. i. 18. Wherefore he (this man) is

able also to save them to the uttermost that come

unto God by him, seeing he (this man) ever liveth

to make intercession for them. And thus in brief

have I proved through the assistance of the Lord,

the intercession of the Son of Mary, which is also

the Son of God. And this concerning Christ's

priestly office, might serve also for a proof of his

being in the heaven without, above the stars. But

all men may see (unless they be blind) that these

are the truths of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of

God his Father ; and that those men that oppose

them (as the quakers do) are very violently pos-

sessed of the devil, and besides themselves ; and

have neither the truth of God, nor his Sjjirit in

them. 2 Ju. ix. 10. Jn. V. 38, 42.

[Christ Judge of Quick and Dead.] And now
through the assistance of the Lord, I shall come
to the last that I promised, and that is to prove,

that this very man Christ, will come to judge the

quick and the dead. And first, I shall prove the

truth itself, viz.. That that man shall come again

to judge the world, quick and dead. Second, I

shall shew you that his coming will be very shortly.

Tlilrd, What shall be done at his coming. Fourth,

Who shall stand when he shall come, and who not.

First, Thai thai man that was horn of the

Virgin Mary shall come again to judge the quick

and the dead, read 2 Ti. iv. i. 'I, (saith Paul)
* charge thee therefore before God, (speaking to

him, even to Timothy, and so to all believers) ' and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick

and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom.'

Now if you would know who this Lord Jesus is,

look into Ac. X. 28. and you shall see it vras Jesua of

Nazareth; would you know who that was? read

Mat. ii. towards the end, and you shall see it was
the Son of Mary the Virgin, who was espoused to

Joseph the carpenter. But read Ac. x. ver. 38 to 42. you
shall find these words, 'God anointed Jesus of

Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with the power

:

who went about doing good, and healing all that

were oppressed of the devil ; for God was with

him: And we are witnesses of all thin^js which he

did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem;

whom they slew and hanged on a tree, (even Jesus

of Nazareth) Him God raised up the third day,

and shewed him openly ; not to all the people, but

unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us,

who did eat and drink with him after he rose from

the dead. And he commanded us to preach unto

the people, (that is, God commanded us) and to

testify (that is, to be bold in our preaching) that

it is he (namely, Jesus of Nazareth, whom the

Jews did thus crucify) which was ordained of God
to be the judge of quick and dead.' This is ho

also that is spoken of in Ac. xvu. 30, 3i. • The times

of this ignorance God winked at; (meaning men's

being without the gospel) but now commaudeth all

men everywhere to repent: Because he hath ap-

pointed a day (which day is the day of judgment,

Mat.xu. 36.) in the which he vnll judge the world in

righteousness, by that man (namely, Jesus of

Nazareth) whom he hath ordained, (compare this

with that in Ac. x. 38 to 42.) whereof he hath given

assurance unto all men (that is, hath given a sure

sign unto all men) in that he hath raised him, (that

is, in that he hath raised Jesus of Nazareth) from

the dead.' This also is Christ's own meaning,

Mat. xxiv. where speaking of his second coming, he

stylcth himself the Son of man, saying ;
' And then

shall appear the sign of the Son of man, ' ver. so.

and ' so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be. ' ver. 27. So shall also the coming of the Son of

man be, ver. 37. So shall also the coming of the

Son of man be. ver. 39. Where, by the way, it is

observable to see how the Lord of life and glory

doth in this chapter, where he speaketh of his

second coming, for the most part style himself the

Son of man. Sure he doth it to this end, because

he will not have his humanity and the doctrine

thereof, to be razed out from under heaven : For

he knew, that in the last days, there woidd come

mockers ' walking after their own lusts, and saying,

Where is the promise of his coming.' 2Pe. m. 3. I

could multiply scriptures to prove this doctrine of

his second coming, as He. k. ver. 28; 2 Pe. iii; 2 Th. i. 6—8.

Lu. xxi. Mat. xxiv. and xxv. lie. xxii. 7,12, and 20; 2 Co. v. 10. Ro. xiv. 10.

Ac. xxiv. 25. But,

Secondly, I iiyiil shew you that his coming wiR be

shoi'tly. It is true, no man can tell neither the

day nor the hour, yet so far as the scriptures will

give us light into the nearness of his coming, so

far we may go. And if you read Mat. xxiv. you shall

see many sig7is of his coming spoken of.

1. There is falling away from the faith spoken

of. And that hath been fulfilled and is fulfilling

every day.

2. Wars and rumours of wars is another sign

that his coming doth draw nigh, even at the doors.

3. The love of many waxing cold, is another

sign that it is nigh, even the coming of Christ;
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And how cold is the love of many at this day ?

They that were hot two or three years ago, are

now grown lukewarm and cold. They are cold in

the Lord's appearing. They are cold in the pro-

fession of the gospel. They are cold^ in love to

the saints, they are cold in the worship of God

;

Yea, very cold, which is a notable demonstration

that the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

4. The stars falling from heaven; (That is

professors falUng from the faith which once they

professed) is another sign that the coming of the

Lord is at hand. And how many professors do

you see now a-days, faU from the doctrine of God,

knd his Son Jesus Christ, as though there wereno

such thing as a world to come, and no such thmg

as a Lord Jesus Christ, and his second coming.

5. Many poor souls will go on in their profes-

sion with lamps without oil, just before his second

coming. Mat. XXV. 1-7. And the Lord knows that

most of the professors of this generation, are such

kind of professors, yea, very foolish

miesethrngsidobut £ ^j^j^l^ jg another sure
hint at, though ir"^ '

. c mt 7 A
enlarge upon them, gjo-n that the COmiUg 01 tUC LiOra
Lu. x\-iii. 8. » ' . ,

draws nign.

6. When the time of Christ's second coming

is at hand, there will be but a very little faith in

the world. And the Lord knows, that there be

many, who are now as high as lucifer, that at

,, that day for want of faith will be
Say 1 Jn. iii. 3 to thy

,
''

,

^ .i -J^^ r^f +l,o
heart, and compare thrOWn down tO the SldCS Ot tUe

'a^^rthof^^^ilftadpit: even in the very belly of

this a glorious truth, j^. j|

7. Another sign of Christ's second coming, is

the carnal mindedness of the most of the world

;

and the very carriages of almost all men now

Uving do discover this truth to be at this day ful-

fillecf, and know that when they shall say peace

and safety, then sudden destruction comes, and

they shall not escape. lTh.v.i-t.

8. Before Christ's second coming, there shall

come many false Christs and false prophets, and

shall shew great signs, and wonders, to seduce

if it were possible the elect. Mat. xxiv. Zi. Mar. xiii. 23. i

And is not this more clearly fulfilled in our days

than ever it was, especially among those men

called quakers, who being as persons, whose con-

sciences are seared with an hot iron, and they

being sealed up unto destruction, do some of them

call themselves Christ, and shew great signs, (as

their quaking) and such a legal hoUness, as makes

the simple admire them, and wonder after them,

which shews the coming of Christ to be verymgh.

9. Before Christ's second coming, there shall

come scoffers in the world, walking after their own

lusts, 2Pe.iii.3. and if ever this scripture was ful-

fiUed. it is fulfiUed on these men caUed quakers

:

For they are the men, that at this day make a

mock at Christ's second coming, which shall be

from heaven without ; l xh. i. lo. PU. iii. 20. and there-

fore saith the Holy Ghost, these mockers shall be

such as shall say, where is the promise of his

coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all

things continue as they were, see 2 Pe. iii. 3—7. And

there you shall see their mocking and the reason

of it. Read and the Lord give thee understanding.

But 1 would not have thee think that I speak at

random, in this thing. Know for certain, that I

myself have heard them blaspheme ; yea, with a

o-rinning countenance, at the doctrine of that man's

second coming from heaven above the stars, who

was born of "the Virgin Mary. Yea, they have

told me to my face, that I have used conjuration,

and witchcraft, because what I preached was

according to the scriptures. I was also told to

my face, that I preached up an idol, because I

said, that the Son of Mary was in heaven, with

the same body that was crucified on the cross

;

And many other things have they blasphemously

vented against the Lord of life and glory, and his

precious gospel. The Lord reward them accord-

ing as their work shall be.

1 could have hinted in many other things which

Christ and his Apostles have shewed to be signs

of his coming. But I shall commend the holy

scriptures unto thee, which are able to make the

man of God perfect in all things, through faith in

the Lord Jesus. 2 Ti. iii. 17.

Now you have also the manner of his coming

how it "shall be, most notably laid down in the

scriptures. I shall hint in a few things touchmg it.

1 He will come when there is but very few

looklno- for his coming. ' When they shall say,

peace Ind safety; then sudden destruction cometh.

1 Th V 1-3. Which sudden destruction will be at

his second coming, for that is it which the Apostle

spake of In those three verses. Then will all the

world be caught at such an unexpected time, that

it will come upon them, even as a snare cometh

upon those creatures that are caught in it. As it is

written Lu.xxi.35. ' For as a snare shall it come on

aU them that dweU on the face of the whole earth.

i

Which is all on a sudden, before they are aware

2 He cometh with aU his saints and angels.

Then will the Lord descend from that heaven, into

which he is now ascended, as it is written m iTl>-i--

16. Then will he come, and all his saints with him

as Jude saith in his Epistle, 15. Then shall Abel

and Enoch, Noah and Abraham, David and Job.

Peter and Paul: Together with all the sam s

which have been, now are, or hereafter shall be

and they shall sit on the throne with the Lor

Jesus Christ, as in Mat.xix.2S. Before whom sha

aU the nations of the world ^^ gathered as it >.

written. Joel iii. 12. ' Let the heathen be wakened (or

:.ised out of their graves, -^f^^^J^lZ
to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit
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to judge the heathen round about.' Which never

was yet accomplished, though it shall certainly be,

in God's time: To the astonishment, and everlasting

damnation of all those that shall continue mocking,

or sinning against God and his Christ.

3. He shall come in a flaming fire, (when he

doth come again : he will come in such a manner,

as will make all that shall be foimd in their sins

rather seek to creep under a mountain, than to

meet the Lord of glory. Rev. vi. 15. As Isaiah saith,

' For, behold, the Loud will come with fire, and

with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his

anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.'

Is. ixn. 13. 'To execute judgment upon all, and to

convince all that are ungodly among them, of all

their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com-

mitted, and of all their hard speeches, which ungodly

sinners have spoken against him, ' Jude 15. as I shall

shew farther by and by.

Third, And therefore in the next place, I shall

shew you, ivhat shall be done tvhen he is come.

\. When Christ is come the second time, they

that are in their graves shall arise, and come forth

of their graves (as I said before) in which they have

lain according to that in Jn. v. 28, 29. Where Christ

saith, * Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming,

in the which all that are in the graves shall hear

his voice, and shall come forth ; they that have

done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they

that have done evil, unto the resurrection of

damnation.' You will say, Are these graves

spoken of here, the graves that are made in the

earth? Yea, that they are, and for a further proof

of the same, look into Da. xii. 2. Daniel there speak-

ing of the same thing saith, ' And many of them that

sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, (or arise)

some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt' (or damnation.)

I shall not stand here to dispute any distinctions

of the resurrections, only prove that the dead shall

arise ; and that is a clear truth from the scriptures.

Ac. s. 43. Re. xx. 11—Ujand ] Th. iv. IG. 1 Co. .\v. 63, * The
dead shall be raised.'

2. He shall call all men and women to an
account for all their * close sinful thoughts, Avords

and actions ; then will the secrets of all hearts be
made manifest. Then shall all thy adulterous, and
thievish, and covetous, idolatrous, and blasphemous
thoughts be laid open, according to that saying,
' Their consciences also bearing witness, and their

thoughts the mean (time, or) while accusing or

else excusing one another. ' Ro. ii. is. But when ?

Why, ' In the day when God shall judge the secrets

of men by Jesus Christ.' ver. iG. See also i Cn. iv. 5.

' Therefore judge nothing before the time.' What
time is that ? Why, when the Lord comes ; what

* ' Close,' secret, not disclosed.—Ed.

will he do ? He ' will bring to light the hidden

things of darkness,' that is, all those cunning, close,

hidden wickednesses that thou in thy life-time hast

committed ; yea, he will ' make manifest the coun-

sels of the hearts
;

' that is, the most hidden and

secret things that are contrived and plotted by the

sons of men. Then shall all the midnight whore-

mongers be laid open with all their sins ; Then

thou (it may be) who has committed such sins as

thou wouldest not have thy neighbour, thy father,

thy wife, thy husband, or any one else know of

for thousands, then thou shalt have them all laid

open, even upon the house tops. Lu. xii. 3. Then
thou that hatest God's children ; his ways, his

word, his Spirit ; then thou that makest a mock at

Jesus of Nazareth's second coming, then thou

that livest in open prophaneness, or secret hypo-

crisy, then I say, will be such a time of reckoning

for you, as never was since the world began, then you

that shall die in your sins, will cry to the mountains,

Fall on us, and cover us from the face of him that

sits on the throne, and from the Avrath of the

Lamb (which Lamb is the Man Christ Jesus. Jn.

i. 29.) And ah, my friends I If the very looks

of God be so terrible, what will his blows be,

think you ? Then if all thy idle words shall be

accounted for, as it is written, ' But I say unto

you, That every idle word that men shall speak,

they shall give account thereof in the day of judg-

ment. Mat. xii. 36. and also all thy filthy actions shall

be then regarded in such sort, as thou shalt

receive a just recompense for them. And know,

saith the scripture, ' that for
,^^^^„^^ ^i^,,^^,^ ^^ ,,^

all these thinc/s, God will bring unwilling to come to

. ,

'--' judijiiient, yet this will

thee nito judgment. Ec. xi. 0. be their misery, God will

mi bring them. Mul. iv. 1.

Thou that art an unbeliever, shalt be sure to

faU under the judgment for all thy sins. (1.) Thou
must give an account. (2.) Thou must fall in the

judgment. Oh my friends, there are hot days

a-coming for all those that are found out of the Lord

Jesus : Behold, saith Malachi, ' The day cometh,

that shall burn as an oven ; and all the proud, yea,

and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the

day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the

Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither

root nor branch. ' iv. i. The day ofjudgment will burn

like an oven, and all that have not the righteousness

of Christ upon them shall be as stubble. Ah
friends, put a red hot oven and stubble together,

and what work will there be! Even the one will

burn and destroy the other.

3. When Christ doth come the second time,

another end of his coming will be to purge out all

things that oflended in tliis kingdom. Mat. xiii. 41, 42.

' The Son of Man shall send forth his angels, and

they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that

oft'end, and them which do iniquity ; And shall cast
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them into a furnace of fire ; there shall be wailing

and gnashing of teeth.' There are many things

that do offend in his kingdom now : namely

(1.) The lukewarm professor, he doth offend, {a.)

the Lord, (&.) his people. But then thou lukewarm
offending 2yrofessor shalt offend the church of God
no more.

(2.) The loose professors do also offend God,

Christ and his church, (a.) He scandals the gos-

pel by his loose walking, and naughty carriages.

(b.) He doth make the world blaspheme the name
of God by the same, (c.) He grieves the hearts

of God's people. Phi. iii. 18. But know that thou

also shalt be taken away from offending anymore,

God, Christ, and his saints, and thou shalt have

weeping and gnashing of teeth, for thy thus

offending. Mat. xv-iii. 6, 7.

4. Another end of Christ's second coming, is to

cut off all the ignc/rant persons that are in the

world. There is a generation of poor souls that

do think to be excused for their ignorance : Alas !

saith one, I am a poor ignorant man, or woman

;

and therefore I hope that the Lord will have mercy

upon me : we cannot, say others, do as such and

such, and will the Lord condemn us? And thus

poor souls, as they are in the broad way to

destruction, lest they should miss of the way

Men seekmg to get encourage- *» ^^^11; do SWallow down
meut Ironi tlieir ignorauce, by cluSterS, that which will
do more harden themselves . , , ,

in sin, and so are in greater pOlSOn them, body and SOUl
dan;'erofet(.rnal damnation, p i

tor ever and ever.

Quest. But you will say, What, will not the

Lord have mercy on ignorant souls ?

Ansio. Not on those who live and die in their

ignorance. He himself hath said. Is. xxvii. ii. ' For

it is a people of no understanding : therefore he

that made them will not have mercy on them, and

he that formed them wiU shew them no favour.

'

Again, Paul also in that 2 Th. i. 8. saith, that when

Jesus CJirist shall come to judge the world, he

doth come to take vengeance on all ' them that

know not God, and that obey not the gospel of om-

Lord Jesus Christ.'

But ye will say. Who are those ignorant persons,

that shall find no favour at that da}' ? or how doth

the ignorance discover itself ? I shall only mention

three or four sorts of men

;

TliG xxvii Ts. nth vcrs6 is ft

notahie confutation of the and leave thee to the scrip-
ignorant's hypocritical hope, i.,,,.„„ wblpli if thnii rpnrl
where he saith, 'He that tuies, W UlCU II tnou reau
made them will not have them dilio-entlv, will further
mercy on them, and he that '-'

i i>

formed them,^\Tii show them lay them Open before thee.
no favour.' , ,

And,

(1.) The profane scoffer, who makes a mock at

the truths of God, and so goes on in his sins, for

this see in 2 Pe. iii. 3. which the apostle attributes to

their ignorance, ver. 5. And therefore he likens

them to brute beasts, ch. ii. lo, 12. who ' walk after

the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, ' and ' speak

evil of the things that they understand not ; and
shall utterly perish in their own corruption

;

' who
because they understand not the scripture, nor the
power of God in them, speak evil of the truths

therein contained, and think the Lord like unto
themselves. Ps. i.

(2.) The formal professor, who hath only a notion

of the gospel, and some seeming holiness, but wants

gospel faith : such are called foolish virgins. Mat.

XXV. 3, 3. to whom Christ will say in that day.

Verily, ' I know you not. ' Add hereto, those that

think it enough to confess Christ with their mouths,

and profess that they know God, but deny him in

their works ; such notwithstanding all their profes-

sion, shall, if they so continue, perish eternally,

being abominable, disobedient, and to every good

work reprobate, or void of judgment, that is, igno-

rant. Tit. L 16.

(3.) The legal righteous man or woman, thougli

they walk blameless, as touching the righteous-

ness that is in the law : For they being ignorant

of God's righteousness, go about to establish their

own righteousness, as reading, hearing sermons,

prayers, public or private, peaceableness with their

neighbours, fasting, alms, good works as they

comit them, just dealings, abstinence from the

grosser pollutions of the world, stricter obedience

to the commandments of the first and second table;

aU which with many other things may be com-

prehended in their own righteousness, and it is

grounded on their ignorance, and goes on in rebel-

lion ; and such ignorant persons shall in that day

perish, not submitting through ignorance to the

righteousness of God, Ro. x. 3. compared with Lu. xLx.

27. where Christ saith, that when he shall come the

second time, he will command those his enemies, who

submitted not themselves to him, [who is called the

righteousness of God, is. xivi. is.] or would not have

him to reign over them, to be slain before his face.

(4.) Those whose hearts are set upon the world,

and follow the alluring persuasions of it ; the Lord

calls such fools, [Ln. xiL20.andPr.vii. 7.] who gO after it

(viz. the world, held forth by a similitude of a

woman with the attire of an harlot) as an ox to

the slaughter, or a fool to the correction of the

stocks, tiU a dart strike through his liver, as a

bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it

is for his life : and knows not, mark, it is through

ignorance, ver. 23.

5. A fit end of Christ's coming, is, that his

righteous ones might shine as the sun in the glory,

or kingdom of their father. Mat. xiii. 43. There aro

many things that do hinder the people of God from

shining forth as the sun now.

As, They have a body of death, which makes

them fetch many a groan in their journey to

Canaan. Ho. vii. 24; 2 Co. V. 2. They meet with many a

sad temptation, which also makes them in heaviness
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many a time, l Pe. i. G. They have also many other

things that do hinder their shining now ; but then

the body of death shall be left oif. My meaning

is, that sin shall be no more in the natures of

God's people then: Their bodies that are now so

vile, shall then be made like unto the glorious

body of the Son of God, ' Who shall change our

vile body, that it may be fashioned like \mto his

glorious body, according to the working whereby

he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.'

Ph. iii. 21.

6. Another end of Chi-ist's coming shall be to

take an account of his children, how they have

laid out their talents, that he hath committed to

their trust. Mat. xxv. 19; Ro. xiv. 13; 2 Co. v. 10.

7. Another end of his coming is, to set up his

kingdom, which will be glorious indeed at his

appearing. 2Ti. iv. i; Ro. viii. 19—21. I do but touch

these things, because I would hasten towards a

conclusion ; many other things might have been

spoken to, but at this time I shall forbear.

But you will say. Who shall stand when he

appears ? Why, I told you before, that ' the

ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor

sinners in the congregation of the righteous.' Ps.

L 5. Let him be close or profane, as I told you

even now, aU shall be laid open, all shall be made
manifest, all shall come into judgment.

Ah poor soul ! It is not then thy brave words
will save thee ; it is not thine eloquent tongue that

will then do thee any good : if thou be without the

wedding garment, thou wilt be speechless, as in

Mat. xxii. 13. But thou that art a converted person,

shalt stand in the judgment ; thou that art born
again shalt enter into the kingdom, and none else.

Jn. iii. 5 ; Re. xxL 27.

But how shall I know that I am born again ?

(1.) Why, if thou art born again, then thou
Icnowest that thou wast not born a Christian at

first. Ep. ii. 1—3. ' You Jiath lie quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins.'

(2.) Thou knowestthat once thouhadst no faith

in the Lord Jesus ; and wert convinced of sin be-
cause thou didst not believe in the Son of Mary.
Jn. xvi. 9.

(3.) Thou seest all true joy through the blood
and righteousness of the Son of Mary, i Co. xv. 57;

Ro. vii. 25.

(4.) Art thou born again? Then thou canst
not be quiet till thou seest God smile, and lift up
the light of his countenance upon thee, 2Co.iv. 6; Ps.

iv. 6. and that through the face of the Son of Mary,
the Son of God.

(5.) Thou knowcst that God hath given thee thy
faith. Phi. i. 29; Ep. ii. 8.

(G.) Art thou born again ? Then thou knowest
that the doctrine of the Son of Mary the Virgin,

is a ri(i;lit doctrine. 2 Jn. 9.

(7.) Then also thou lookest for the personal

appearing of the Son of Mary from heaven in the

clouds, the second time. He. ix. 28. Re. i. 7.

These things, though plain, yet if the Lord set

them home upon thy conscience, may be profitable

both to thee and me. Therefore let us examine

the matter a little. And
Examitie L Thou thinkest that thou art a Chris-

tian; thou shouldest be sorry else: Well, But when
did God shew thee that thou wert no Christian ?

When didst thou see that : And in the light of the

Spirit of Christ, see that thou wert under the

wrath of God because of original sin ? Ro. v. 12.

Nay, dost thou know what original sin means ?

Is it not the least in thy thoughts ? And dost

thou not rejoice in secret, that thou art the same
that thou ever wert ? If so, then know for certain

that the wrath of God to this very day abideth on

thee. Jn. iii. 36. And if so, then thou art one of

those that will fall in the judgment, except thou

art born again, and made a new creature. 2 Co. v. 17.

Exam. 2. Thou thinkest that thou hast been

born again, ('tis well if thou hast) but least thou

shouldest deceive thy poor soul, I pray thee con-

sider, when did the Spirit of the Loi-d Jesus shew

thee, that thou hadst no faith in thee by nature ?

And Avhen did the Spirit of Christ convince thee

of sin, because thou didst not believe in him ? It

may be thou hast been convinced of sins against

the law, by the law, and thine own conscience, as

the Pharisees were. Jn. viii. 9, and Ro. iii. 20. Ay, but

when didst thou see thyself a lost creature for

want of faith in the son of Mary? If not, thou

hast not yet been savingly convinced by the Spirit

of Christ ; for that, when it convinceth eff'ectually

of sin, it convinceth of unbelief; though thou hast

been never so much convinced of sins against the

law, if thou hast not seen thyself under the power

and dominion, guilt and punishment of sin, because

thou didst not believe in Christ, thou hast not yet

been savingly convinced ; for that's one work of

the Spirit to convince of sin, ' Because they believe

not on me,' saitli Jesus the Son of Mary, who was

espoused to Joseph the carpenter: But on the

contrary, dost thou not say in thy heart, thou never

hadst thy faith to seek, but hast always believed

with as good a faith as any one alive ? If so, then

know for certain that thou hast no faith of the

operation of God in thee, according to God's ordi-

nary working ; and if so, then know, that if the

Son of Man should come to judge the world at

this moment of time, that thou with all thy faith

(thou thinkest thou hast) wouldst fall in the judg-

ment. 2 Th. ii. 12.

Exam. 3. Art thou born again? Then thou

seest that thy great sin was want of faith in the

Son of Mary. Then tbou seest that it is he

that was sent of God to die for the sins of th«
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world, Jd. L J:9, aiidiii. 16—19. Au im. 3&, 39. and that tliou

art complete in him, without any works of the law,

Ko. iv. 5. then thou rejoicest in Christ Jesus, and
puttest no confidence in the flesh, pm. iii. 3. yet thou

rejoicest in the flesh and blood of the Son of Mary,

knowing that his flesh is meat indeed, and his

blood is di-ink indeed, Jn. \i 55. out of which thou

wouldest very willingly make thy life all thy days
;

out of his birth, obedience, death, resurrection,

ascension, and glorious intercession, now at the

right hand of his Father, He. vii. 24, 25. but if thou art

wavering in these things, know that thou art but

a babe at the best, and for ought thou knowest,

God may cut thee off in thy unbelief, and cast thee

into utter darkness, where there shall be Aveeping

and wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Exam. 4. Art thou born again? Then thou

seest all true peace and joy comes through the

blood of the Son of Mary, and his righteousness,

as in Ro. vii.25, andiCo. xv. 57. there are many poor souls

that are taken with raptures of joy, and false con-

ceited consolation, [Jn. .wi. 20.] which doth come
from the devil, and their own deceitful hearts ; but

their joy shall be turned into mourning and sorrow

of heart, Lu.vi. 24, 25. but thou that art a Christian

in deed, and not in word only, rejoicest in Christ

Jesus the Son of Mary ; yea. though now you see

him not, yet beheviug, you rejoice with joy un-

speakable and full of glory, l Pe. i. 8. And these two

things are the fruits of thy faith, and of thy joy.

(1.) The Lord Jesus Christ is very precious unto

thee. 1 Pe. ii. 7.

(2.) Thou dost purify thine heart by this faith,

and the power of the Spirit of Christ, which thou

hast X'eceived into thy soul, Ro. viii. 13. Ac. xv. g.landJn.

ui. 3. But if thy guilt of sin goes off, and convic-

tions go off any other way than by the blood and

righteousness of the Man Christ Jesus, thy guilt

goes off not right, but wrong, and thy latter end

will be a very bitter end without faith and repent-

ance ; for it is his blood through which all true

peace comes. Col i. 20. and there is no other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we should

be saved, but by the Lord Jesus of Nazareth, Ac. w.

ver. 10—12. compared together.

Eocam. 5. Art thou born again ? Then thou

canst not be quiet till thou doest see God lift up the

light of his countenance upon thee ; yea, thou hast

such a desire after the light of God's countenance,

that, all the glory, riches, honour, pleasure, profits,

•kc. of this world will not satisfy, till thou doest see

God to be a reconciled Father to thee in the Lord

Jesus Christ, as it is Ps. iv. 6. Jn. xiv. 8. Ps. xxxv. a. Then
thou wilt not be quiet tUl thou dost hear from the

Son of Mary, which is the Lord of glory, such a

voice as this. Son be of good cheer, thy sins are

forgiven thee : And ' my grace is sufiicient for

thee.' 2 Co. xii.g,lCo. iL 8. But if thou canst content

thyself with anything below this, thou wilt, when
all comes to all, be found but a rotten-hearted
professor, who Avill have thy portion among the
slothful ones, who will fall in the judgment of the
Son of Man, when he comes in flaming fire with
his mighty angels. 2 Th. i. 8.

Exam. 6. Art thou born again ? Then thou
knowest that God hath given thee thy faith that

thou hast in his Son : Theii thou art to say through
grace, there was a time in which I had no faith

;

there was a time in which I co\ild not believe in

the Son of God for eternal life. ' But God, who
is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, even when we were dead in sins (and

unbelief; which is the greatest;) hath quickened

us together with Christ, by grace ye are saved,'

Ep. ii. 4, 5. ' through faith. ' ver. 8.

Exam. 7. Art thou born again ? Then thou

knowest that the doctrine of the Son of God, the

Son of Mary, is a right doctrine, which is this

:

That the Sou of God which was Avith his Father

before the Avorld was, (Jn. 1. 1; xvii. 5.) came into the

world in the fulness of time, and was made in the

likeness of man. ( Phi. ii. 7- ) being made of a woman
or virgin, made imder the law, to redeem them
that were under the law. 6a. iv. 4. And that was
done in this wise. What the law could not do in

that it was weak through the flesh ; that is, through

our flesh ; God sending his oa\ti Son in likeness of

sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh,

that is, condemned him in the flesh for the sins of

poor sinners : For this, compare Ro. viii. 3. 2 Co. v. 21.

with Ga. iii. 13. and it will appear clearly to be the

truth of God: Also, that this Son of God, Avhich

is the true God, as well as the Son of Mary, did

bear our sins in his oaati body on the tree, lPe.ii.24.

and did spiU his own blood, Avhich is also the blood

of God, Ac. XX. 28. that he died, and was laid in

Joseph's sepulchre, Jn. xix. 38—42. and rose again

the third day, Ac x. 40. that very Man, Lu. xxiv. 39—45.

and ascended up into heaven in a cloud, Ac. i. 9—11

and there ever lives to make intercession for us,

that very man. He. vn. 34, 25 ; viii. 3 ; x. 12.

Exam. 8. And in the last place, If thou art a

Christian, then thou lookest for that very Jesus

again, whom the Jews did crucify, Jn. xix. whom

God raised again, as it is iTh. i.io. I say, thou

lookest, thou waitest, thou hasteneth after the

coming of this Lord Jesus, which doth deliver thee

from the wrath to come. 2 Pe. iii. 10—12. He. ix. 26—28; 1

Ti,.i. 10. Yea, thou knowest, that this very man

shall so come in like manner, as his disciples did

see him go into heaven, which was a very man,

Lu. x.xiv. 39. compared with ver. 50, 51, of the same

chapter. Yea, m a cloud he went away from his

disciples, and in the clouds he shall come agam,

Re. i. 7. to judge all tliat are in their graves, Jn. v. 28.

29. Pa. xu. 2. and shall receive all that look for, and
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love liis second coming, to himself. He. k. 27, 28. And

they shall he for ever with him. l Th. iv. 16, 17. But

the wicked shall he cast into eternal damnation.

Mat. XXV. 46. These things, I say, if thou he a Chris-

tian indeed, thou helievest, and ownest, and the

faith of them doth purify thy heart, l Jn. iii. 3. and

wean thee from this world, and the things thereof;

and if it is not from this principle ; that is, if thy

obedience do not flow from this faith, which is the

faith of God's elect, as I have proved at large, thy

ohedience, thy zeal, thy self-denial, thy holiness,

righteousness ;
yea, all that thou canst do, is hut

sin in the sight of the great God of heaven and

earth. He. xi. 6. Ro. xiv. 23. For all true sanctification

comes through the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

by the operation of the Spirit of God. i Co. vi. ii.

' But ye are washed, hut ye are sanctified, but ye

are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and

by the Spirit of our God. ' And in Ca. i. 3. ' Thy

name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the

virgins love thee.'

Well then, seeing this is a truth of so great

concernment, I beseech you, seek to be thoroughly

rooted into it by faith. And that thou mayest so

be, examine thy heart ;
yea, beg of God to help

thee to examine it, and to throw out all that fancy

that thou takest instead of faith ; also throw away

all thine own wisdom ;
yea, thy own righteousness

also, and come to God in the name of the Son of

Mary, which is the Son of God, and beg faith of

him, true faith, the faith of the operation of God ;

such a faith as he gives to his own elect, which

will shew thee clearly of these things ; so that

thou shalt not deceive thyself with a fancy of them;

and the advantages will be many.

Advantage 1. It will comfort thy heart against

persecutions, temptations, and cross providences,

as also James saith to his persecuted brethren ;

' Be patient (my brethren, saith he), stablish your

hearts, for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.'

Ja. V. 8.

Advantage 2. It will through grace, wean thy

heart and affections abundantly from this world,

and the things therein. * Who is he that over-

cometh the world, (saith John) but he that believeth

that Jesus is the Son of God ? ' l Jn. v. 5. Who is

he also that purifies his heart, but he that looketh

for the second coming of Christ from heaven to

judge the world ? as in l Jn. iu. 3. compared with

2 Pe. iii. 10, 11.

Advantage 3. Hereby thou wilt be able to judge

of all doctrines whatsoever, though they come

never so nigh the truth, yet if they be not indeed

the very truth, thou wilt find them and their doc-

trine liars. Re. ii. 2. 1 Co. ii. 15.

Advantage 4. If thou beest thoroughly set down

in this doctrine, even in the faith of this doctrine

which I have held forth unto thee, thou wilt not

be taken with any other doctrine whatsoever.

What is the reason I pray you, that there are so

many giddy-headed professors in these days, that

do stagger to and fro like a company of drunkards,

but this, They were never sealed in the doctrine

of the Father, and the Son ? They were never

enabled to believe that that child that was born

of the virgin Mary, was the mighty God. is. ix. 6.

No, saith Christ, he that is built upon this rock,

(meaning the faith of himself, which is to believe

that the Son of Mary is the Christ of God, Mat. xvi.

16, ) the gates of heU shall not prevail against him.

ver. 18.

Advantage 5. The faith of this doctrine, wiU

make thee labour in the work of God in the world.

Oh, it wiU liven thy heart in the work of the Lord
;

especially, if thou livest in the faith of thy interest

in Christ, it will make thee labour to be found

watching when thy Lord shall return from the

wedding ; that when he doth come, thou mayest

open to him immediately. Lu. xii. 35, 36.

Now seeing the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ

is so nigh, even at the doors, what doth this

speak to all sorts of people (under heaven) but

this?

Admonition 1 . First, to see whether they have

oil in their lamps or not ; that is, to search and

see, whether the Spirit of the Man Christ Jesus be

in them or no ; for he that hath not the Spirit of

Christ in him, is none of Christ's. Ro. viii. 9. Thou

that hast not the Spirit of Christ in thee, why, at

that day (let thy profession be what it will) he will

say to thee, Depart, I know you not, Mat. xxv. and

if so, then thy latter end will be worse than thy

beginning, as in 2 Pe. ii. 20.

Admonition 2. Then what Avill become of all the

profane, ignorant, scoffers, self-righteous, proud,

bastard-professors in the world ? If the children

of God shall ' scarcely be saved, where shall the

ungodly, and the sinner appear ?
' l Pe. iv. 18.

Admonition 3. Then what will become of all

those that creep into the society of God's people

without a wedding garment on ? Why, it Avill be

said unto them. Friends, how came you hither ?

Take them, and bind them hand and foot, and

cast them into utter darkness ;
' There shall be

weeping and gnashing of teeth. ' Mat. xxii. ii—13.

Admonition 4. Then Avhat will become of all

those that mock at the second coming of the Man
Christ, as do the Ranters, Quakers, drunkards,

and the like ? Why read their doom in Mat. xxiv.

50, 51. ' The Lord of that or these servants, shall

come in a day Avhen they look not for Mm, and in

an hour that they are not aware of, and shall cut

them asimder, and appoint them their portion with

the hypocrites,' And 'there shall be weeping and

gnashing of teeth.

'

Admonition 5. Then Avhat doth this speak to
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tlie Lord's ovm people ? Surely this, that tliey

should be in a watchful posture. Mar. xui. 37.

(1.) Watch therefore over your own hearts, least

they should he over-charged with surfeiting and

drunkenness, and the cares of this life, and so that

day come upon you unawares ; for as a snare shall

it come upon all the dwellers upon the face of the

earth, as it is in Lu. xxi. 34—36.

(2.) Watch over the devil's temptations. Oh,

have a care in the first place, lest by any means,

as the sei^pent beguiled Eve, so your minds should

be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ

:

And the rather, because at this day he is very

busy with his doctrines, and his ministers ; trying

all Avays, if by any means he might deceive you

with fair speeches, and enticing carriages; what a

fair shew in the flesh, yet denying the Lord, and

refusing to be justified by the blood of Jesus the

Son of Mary, the Son of God. Watch I say over

the devil touching doctrines, for he labours as

much this way as any way, for he knows that if

he can but get you to lay a rotten foundation, he

is sure of you, live as godly in your conceit as you

wUl, and therefore, it is worth your observation, in

that xxirth of Mat. when Christ is speaking of the

signs of his coming, he breaks forth with a warn-

ing word to his disciples, to beware of false teachers,

ver. 4. the very first words that he answers to a

question that his disciples put to him is this, ' Take

heed that no man deceive you.' Again, ver. il.

'And many false prophets shall rise, and shall

deceive many. ' And in ver. 2i. he saith again,

' For there shall (come or) arise, false Christs, and

false prophets, and shall shew great signs and

wonders ; insomuch that, if it ivere possible, they

shall deceive the very elect.'

(3.) Take heed that he doth not deceive you in

point of worship, that he make you not slight any

of the ordinances of God ; for if he do, he will

quickly make way for another temptation.

(4.) Take heed also that you have not your

lamps to trim when the bridegroom comes ; if you

have, you may peradventure be ashamed and blush

before him at his coming, l Ju. ii. 28. Therefore

content not yourselves with a profession of Christ,

and no more, for the devil may deceive, yea, doth

deceive a professing people many times. And if

he wUl deceive a professing generation, he must

come in this manner: Under the name of Christ.

With a fair shew in the flesh of outward hohness.

Ga. \i. 13. He must come ' with good words and fair

speeches.' Ro. x\-i. 18. Now though he come to

drunkards, swearers, whoremongers, thieves, liars,

murderers, and covetous persons, in his black

colours ;
yet if he will come to deceive a profess-

ing party, he must appear like an angel of light.

2 Co. xi. 14 And the reason why souls are deceived

by him in these his appearances, is, because they

VOL. II.

are not able to distinguish betwixt the law and

the gospel, the convictions of conscience by the

law only, and convictions by the Spirit, but do

(though they profess the Lord Jesus) give ear to

every wind of doctrine, and being unstable, as

Peter saith, do fall into the temptations of the

devU, in wresting the scriptures to their own

destruction. 2 Pe. m. ig.

Admonition 6. In a word, you that have not yet

laid hold on the Lord Jesus Christ, for eternal life,

lay hold upon him ; upon his righteousness, blood,

resurrection, ascension, intercession, and wait for

his second coming to 'judge the world in righte-

ousness. ' Ac. xvii. 31. And you that have laid hold,

I say to you, lay faster hold on your Lord Jesus,

' Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. ' Mat. xm. 43.

Now, that thou mayest the more clearly under-

stand my faith in the doctrine of God's dear Son,

I have thought good to hold forth again the doc-

trine of the former treatise by way of question and

answer, as followeth.

Quest. Seeing there are many false Christs gone

out into the world, according as was prophesied of

in former times by the Lord himself. Mat. xxiv. 5, 23.

And seeing (if we be saved) we must be saved by

a Christ; for he that misses of him (saith tha

scriptures) cannot be saved, because there is no

way to come to the Father but by him, as it is

written. Jn. xiv. 6. Ac. iv. 12. How therefore, is the

knowledge of the true Christ to be attained unto,

that we may be saved by him ?

Ans. Lideed to know Christ, (God's Christ) is

as the scripture saith, the one thing necessary,

Lu. X. 42. without which all other things will avail

nothing: And therefore I shall according to the

scriptures, (L) Tell you what God's Christ is.

And, (2.) How the knowledge of him is attained

unto. And therefore, God's Christ is true God,

and true man. Tliat he is true God, ^
is mani-

fest by that scripture, in is.k.e. where it^ is said,

' unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given

:

and the government shall be upon his shoulder:

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-

sellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the

Prince of Peace.' Also Un. 5. 20. And we are in

him that is true, (saith the apostle) even in his

Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal

life. See He. i. 8. Jn. i. 13. Ro. ix. 5. Jn. xx. 28. That he is

true man, see again, is.Lx. 6. where it is said, ' Unto

us a child is born, unto us a Son is given
;
and

compare it with Mat. i. 21. where it is said, ' And

she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call his

name Jesus : for he shaU save his people from

their sins, see Jn. i. u. 'And the word was made

flesh. ' 1 Ti. m. 16. ' God was manifest m the flesh.

These two scriptures are expomuled by lie. «. 14.

where it is said, 'Forasmuch then as the chddren

are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
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likewise took part of tlie same;' tliat is, of flesh

and blood, see Ro. viii. 3. and compare it with Lu.xxiv.

39. where Christ saith, ' Behold my hands and my
feet, that it is I myself : handle me, and see ; for

a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me
have.' And he doth often call himself by the

name of the Son of man to signify that he is very

man, as well as very God, Mat. xxiv.; xv; is.

Quest. But why was he trae God and true

man?
Ans. He was true man, because man had of-

fended, and justice required that man should suffer

and make satisfaction, and so it is written. iCo.xv.

21. * For since by man came death, by man came

also the resurrection of the dead.' And again,

' All we like sheep have gone astray ; - - and the

Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.'

And in i Pe. ii. 24. where that liii. of is. is mentioned,

he saith, ' Who his own self bare our sins in his

own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,

should live unto righteousness ; by whose stripes

ye were healed. * And again, God did prepare this

body, the himian nature of Christ, that it should

be a sacrifice for sins, ' wherefore - - he saith,

Sacrifice and offering (that is, such as were ofi"ered

by the law of Moses) thou wouldest not, but a body
hast thou prepared me. He. x. 5. In this body which
God had prepared for him, which he took of the

virgin, Ga. iv. 4. in this he did bear all the sins of

all his elect, l Pe. ii. 24.

And he must needs be true God, because, it

was an infinite God that was transgressed against,

and justice required an infinite satisfaction, and

therefore he must be infinite that must give this

satisfaction, or else justice could not be satisfied,

and so it was written, where the apostle is telling

the pastors of the church of Ephesus, by what
they were redeemed, he tells them, that God did

purchase them * with his own blood. ' Ac. xx. 28. see

1 Jn. iii. 16. where he saith, * Hereby perceive we the

love of God, because he laid down his life for

us. ' Not in his divine, but in his human nature ;

for as I said before, God's Christ was of both
natures, Esa. ix. 6. Ro. ix. 5. 1 Jn. v. 20. Jn. i. 1—14. True
God, and true man, and the divine nature did
enable him to undergo in his human nature, all

that sin, curse, and wrath that was laid upon him
for us; and to overcome, and obtain eternal re-
demption for us. He. ix. 24.

Quest. How did this Christ bring in redemption
for man ?

Am. (1.) Wliy first, man broke the law of God

;

but this man did fulfil it again, and became the
end of it ' for righteousness to every one that be-
lieveth. ' Ro. x. 4.

(2.) Man was foiled and overcome by the devil;

but this Man Christ did overcome him again, and
Ihat for us. Lu, iv. He. ii. 14, 15.

(3.) Man did lose the glory of God, but this

Man hath obtained it again.

(4.) Man by sin lost eternal salvation ; but this

Man by his own blood hath obtained it again for

him. He. ix. 12.

(5.) Man by sin brought death into the world.

Ro. V. 12. But Jesus Christ, that Man, hath destroyed

it again, He. ii. 14. compared with Ho. xiii. 14. and

brought in life and immortality. 2 Ti. i. lo. Ro. v. 15.

Quest. But how ai-e we justified by this man's

obedience ?

A71S. All our iniquities were laid upon him, u.

liii. 6, 8, 11, 12. And his righteousness is bestowed on

us, if we believe, as it is written, 'Even the righ-

teousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ

unto all and upon all them that believe.' Ro. iii. 23.

And this is it which Paul so much sought after,

when he saith, 'Yea doubtless, and I count all

things but loss, - - - and do count them but dung,

that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not

hanng mine own righteousness, which is of the

law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,

the righteousness which is of God by faith.' Piii.

iii. 8, 9.

Quest. How do men come by this righteousness

and everlasting life ?

Ans. By faith men lay hold upon it, and apply

it to their own souls in particular. Ga. ii. 20. For it

is by faith they are justified, as also saith the

scripture. Ro. v. i. That his faith lays hold on and

applies, that which this Christ of God hath done,

and is a doing, and owns it as his own.

Quest. What is this faith that doth justify the

sinner ?

Alls. It is a gift, Ep. ii. 8. fruit, Ga. V. 23. or work,

of the Spirit of God, whereby a soid is enabled,

under a sight of its sins, and wretched estate, to

lay hold on the birth, righteousness, blood, death,

resurrection, ascension and intercession of the

Lord Jesus Christ, l Th. ii. ?• and by the assistance

of the Spirit, whereby it is wrought, to apply all

the virtue, life and merit of what hath been done

and suff'ered, or is a doing by the same Lord Jesus

Christ, to its own self in particular, Ga. ii. 20. Ro. vii.

24, 25. as if itself had really done all that the Lord

Jesus Christ hath done : I do not say that the

soul doth any thing for justification, but it doth

know, that Avhatsoever Jesus Christ hath done in

point of justification, is given to, and bestowed

upon it, Ro. iii. 32. and God finding the soul in him,

that is in Christ, doth 'justify it from all things,

from which it could not be justified by the law of

Moses. ' Ac. xiii. 39.

Quest. Well, but is there no way to come to the

Father of mercies but by this man that was born

of the virgin ? Is there no way to come to God
but by the faith of him ?

Ans. No, ' there is none other name under hea-



SOME GOSPEL TRUTHS OPENED. 171

ven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

'

Ac. iv. 12. And Jesus himself, that was born of the

virgin J^Iary, said, « I am the way, and the truth,

and the life : no man cometh unto the Father, but

by me. ' Jn. xiv. 6.

Quest. And where is this man, that was born of

the virgin, that we may come to the Father by him ?

Ans. He ascended away from his disciples in a

cloud, into heaven, as we may read. Ac. i. 9—ii.

Quest. What doth he there ?

Ans. He ever lives to make intercession for all

that come unto God by him. He. vii. 25. That is,

they shall come out of themselves to him, and

venture their souls on what he did and suffered

when he was on earth, and is doing now in heaven;

shall certainly be saved : For he ever lives to save

them, that do thus come to the Father by him.

And it is, because he spilt his blood for all that

shall by the faith of God's elect lay hold upon him.

And thus it is written where he saith, ' Being

justified freely by his grace, through the redemp-

tion that is in Christ Jesus, [Mark this] whom
God hath set forth to he a. propitiation through

faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness,

(that is, to declare God's righteousness) for the

remission of sins that are past, through the for-

bearance of God; to declare, / say, at this time

his righteousness : that he might be just, and the

justifier of him which believeth (or layeth hold)

in Jesus.' Ko. m. 24—26.

Quest. But did this man rise again from the

dead, that very man, with that very body where-

with he was crucified ? for you do seem, as I

conceive, to hold forth so much by these your

expressions.

Ans. Why do you doubt of it ?

Quest. Do you believe it ?

Ans. Yes, by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

for he hath enabled me so to do.

Quest. And can you prove it by the scripture ?

Ans. Yes.

Quest. How ?

Ans. First, From that scripture in Lu. xxiv. 39, 40.

where Christ himself after he was crucified ap-

peared to his disciples, (who having seen hsm)

supposed they had seen a spirit. But he said.

Why are ye troubled, and why do thoughts arise

in your hearts ? Behold my hands and my feet,

that it is I myself, and do not think you see a

spirit ; handle me, and see, for a spirit hath not

flesh and bones, as you see me have. This he

spake after he was crucified, Lu. xxiii. 33. and buried,

ver. 53. and rose again from the dead, ch. xxiv. 6, 7.

many other scriptures could I give for the proof

hereof, as Ac. r. 40, 41. And Ac. xiii. 30, 31. 1 Th. i. 10. only

read Ac. ii. 29—32. where the apostle proveth the

same, bringing in the words of the prophet David

for a testimony thereof, saying, He ' being a pro-

phet, and knowing that God had sworn with an
oath to hun, that of the fruit of his loins, accord-

ing to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on
his throne; (saith) he seeing this before, spake of

the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not

left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.*

Mark it, his flesh did see no corruption, ver. 3i. But
if he had not risen again, his flesh had seen cor-

ruption. But he rose again from the dead, that

very man, that very body ; for his flesh did see

no corruption.

Quest. Why did he rise again from the dead,

with that very body?

A71S10. (1.) Because it was not possible he should

be holden of death.

(2.) Because in his human nature he suffered

for sin ; and if he had not recovered himself from

that very curse, even from vmder death, and aU

other things that lay on him, which he had

through the sins of his children subjected himself

unto, he had not overcome sin, hell, death, the

law, and the devil : Ac. ii. 24. but had been over-

come by them ; and if so, then had not redemp-

tion been obtained for sinners ; for it was at his

resurrection from the dead, that God said unto

him, ' Thou art my Sou, this day have I begotten

thee
:

' (As saith the Apostle) ' And we declare

unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which

was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled

the same unto us their children, in that he hath

raised up Jesus again ;' as it Is also written in the

second psalm, ' Thou art my Son, this day have I

begotten thee.' Ac. xiii. 30—36. And it is this, namely,

the resurrection of that Man from the dead, that

doth give us ground of hope ; as in i Pe. i. 3. where

he saith. He ' hath begotten us again unto a lively

hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the

dead.'

(3.) Because God Intends to redeem the bodies

of Ills saints out of their graves in which they have

lain many a year, Jn. v. 28, 29. Ro. viii. 23. i Co. xv. 52. and

to possess them with his own glory ; and when

this comes to pass, then shall that scripture be

fulfilled, that saith. He 'shall change our vile

body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glo-

rious body, according to the working (of his mighty

power) whereby he is able even to subdue all

things imto himself. ' I'lii. ii. 21. And he hath given

us assurance thereof, in that he hath raised up

Jesus our Lord again from the dead. Ac. xvii. 3i.

Quest. But do you think, that these our bodies

that we do carry about with us In this world, after

that they are dead and buried, and rotten, shall

rise again out of those graves into which they are

laid; when the scripture saith, flesh and blood

shall not inherit the kingdom of God ? 1 Co.xy.50.

Answ. Flesh in scripture is taken more ways

than one: As,
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It is taken for the works of the law ; where the

Apostle saith, ' Received ye the Spirit by the

works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ?

Are ye so foolish ? having begun in the Spirit,

are ye now made perfect by the flesh ?
' Ga. iii. 2, 3.

By flesh here, he means the law ; as is clear, if

you compare it with vcr. lo—13. Again, sometimes

flesh is taken for sins. Ro. viii. i, 5. And sometimes

it is taken for the bodies of the saints, as subject

to distempers, to pain, sickness, corruptions, to

death; by reason of sin. 3 Co. iv. ii ; vii. 5. Now the

Apostle in that place, where he saith, ' Flesh and

blood cannot inherit the kingdom (of heaven, or)

of God,' his meaning is, sinful flesh and blood, or

the sin, with any imperfection that is in the bodies

of the saints, shall not inherit the kingdom ; and

that you shall find to be the mind of the Holy

Ghost, if you read with understanding the latter

end of the same verse, where he saith, ' Neither

doth corruption inherit incorruption. ' That is,

sin, or any imperfection of the bod}^ shall not in-

herit eternal life ; for, saith he, in ver. 53. ' This

corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mor-

tal must put on immortality,' Mark here, I pray

you, though he saith, ' Flesh and blood cannot

inherit the kingdom of God ;' yet he saith, ' This

corruptible must put on incorruption.' For the

trump shall blow, and the dead shall be raised (as

Christ saith) ' They that are in the graves shall

hear his voice.' Ju. v. 28. And shall come forth of

tlieir graves incorruptible, i Co. xv. 52. And shall

' all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.'

3 Co. V. 10. Re. ii. 13, 13. See also that scripture, Phi. iii.

20, 21. where the Apostle saith, ITe waited for Christ

the Saviour from heaven. And what shall he do
when he comes ? why, He * shall change our vile

body.' Mark it, it must be our vile body that

must be changed. But if it be changed, then how
can it be the same ? not the same in respect of

sin, or bodily infirmities, but the very same in re-

spect of substance : For, saith he. It is our vile

body tliat must be changed ; and it is the very
same, It shall be ' fashioned like unto his glorious

body.' And if you ask. How is it possible that
this should be done ? He answers, ' According to

the working whereby he is able even to subdue all

things unto himself.'

Quest. But do you think this is certain ? methinks
the scriptures seemingly hold forth so much, yet I

cannot believe it, for it is contrary to all reason.

Ansio. Truly the scriptures do not only hold
forth so much seemingly, but they do most really,

and plainly, hold out these things to all those that

have received the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ.

For it is it, and it alone, that can reveal these

things. ' For the things of God knoweth no man,
but the Spirit of God. ' l Co. ii. ii. Now if thou
wouldest know these things, thou must first receive

the Spirit of the Son of God, without which, thou

canst not know so much as one of the fundamental

truths of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Q}iest. But there are those in our days, who
reject this doctrine that you lay down, concerning

the Lord Jesus Christ, as you lay it down, and

they are for a Christ within, for a cross within,

for a resurrection, and intercession within ; and

they do not hold as you do, a Christ without, and

a resurrection of Christ without ; and intercession

of Christ without ; Ay, and they have very much
scripture for that which they say too : And there-

fore what shall such as we do, that stand tottering

and shaking in these distracted and dangerous

times ? For our poor souls are in very much
doubt what way to take.

Ans^j). Therefore I will speak a few words to

you by way of discovery of the falsity of such

opinions ; and a word of direction, how you should

understand the truth.

Therefore, he that cries up a Christ within, in

aiyposition to a Christ without, that man instead of

having the Spirit of Christ in him, is possessed

with a spirit of delusion ; for where the Spirit of

Christ is in truth, that Spirit causeth the soul to

look to the Christ that was born of the Virgin, for

all justification ; as it is written, ' Howbeit when
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you

into all truth : for he shall not speak of himself

;

but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak

:

and he will shew you things to come,' mark tho

next verse, * He (saith the Son of the Virgin) shall

receive of mine, and shall shew it imto you. ' Jn.xvi.

13, 14. He shall take of mine ; What is that ?

Why surely it is, he shall take of my Godhead, my
humanity, my birth, my righteousness, my blood,

my death, my resurrection, my ascension and inter-

cession, my kingly, priestly, and prophetical ofiices,

and shall shew you the life, merit, and value of them.

And this was it which was revealed to Paul by the

Holy Spirit, here spoken of. i Co. xv. 1—8. 'Moreover

brethren, (saith he) I declare unto you the gospel

which I preached unto you, which also ye have

received, and wherein ye stand ; By which also yo

are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached

unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.' But

what is this doctrine ? why, ' I delivered unto you

first of all that which I also received. ' What was

that ? Why, ' How that Christ died for our sins

according to the scriptures ; And that he was

buried, and that he rose again the third day ac-

cording to the scriptures : (there is his death and

resurrection preached.) And that he was seen of

Cephas, then of the twelve; after that, he was

seen of above five hundred brethren at once ; of

whom the greater part remain unto this present,

but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was

seen of James; then of aU the Apostles. And last
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of all lie was seen of me also, (saith Paul) as of

one born out of due time.' This is it, I say, that

the Spirit of Truth doth hold forth to poor sinners,

a Christ crucified without the gates of Jerusalem,

Lu. xxiii. 33. buried in Joseph's sepulchre, 53. risen

again the third day, Lu. xxiv. 6. ascended away from
his disciples in a cloud into heaven, as in Ac. i. 9—ll.

And there ever liveth, that very man, with that

very body, to make intercession for all that receive

him. He. vii. 21, 25. This is, I say, the doctrine of the

Spirit of truth, whatsoever is the spirit of error.

Quest. But do not the scriptures make mention

of a Christ within ? 2 Co. xiii. 5. Col. i. 27.

Answ. Yes, And he that hath not the Spirit of

Christ, is none of his. Ko. nii. 9. But he that hath

it, is led out of himself by it ; and as I said before,

it shews the soul, what the blessed Son of the Vir-

gin Mary hath done and suffered, and is a doing

for it. Therefore hereby know we the Spirit of

truth from the spirit of error. [2 Jn. 7.] ' Every spirit

that doth confess that Jesus Christ is come in the

flesh, is of God
:

' i Jh. iv. 2. That is, that spirit that

doth confess, that Jesus Christ took flesh upon him,

and in that flesh did bear our sins, l Pe. ii. 24. Col. i.

20—22. 1 Pe. iii. 18; iv. 1. And after he was taken down
from the cross, and laid in a sepulchre, rose again

from the dead ; that very Man with that very body,

wherewith he was crucified : That spirit that doth

believe and confess this, is of God, and is the

blessed Spirit of Christ, whereof he spake, when he

was yet with his disciples touching his bodily pre-

sence: For 'he (saith the Son of Mary) shall glorify

me, for he shall receive of mine and shew it unto

you. ' Jn. x\i. 13, 14.

I have answered this already in my epistle to

the first treatise. Therefore believe not every spirit,

but try the spirits whether they be of God, for

many false spirits and prophets are gone out into

the world, therefore have a care how thou receivest

the voice that speaks to thee, but try whether they

are according to the truth of God's word as it is

written, 'To the law and to the testimony: if they

speak not according to this word, it is because there

is no light in them.' is. vm. 20.

(1.) Therefore try a little, Do they slight God's

Christ, which is the Son of the Virgin ? that spirit

is of the devil. 1 Co. xii. 3.

(2.) Do they say that that blood of his which

was shed without the gates of Jerusalem, doth not

Avash away sin, yea, all sin from him that believes?

That is a spirit of antichrist. 1 Jn. L 7.

(3.) Do they say, that that Man that was cruci-

fied without the gates of Jerusalem, is not risen

again (with that very body wherewith he was cru-

cified! out of the sepulchre? Lu. xxiv. 38, 39. That is

a spirit of antichrist.

(4.) Do they say that that very Man that was

crucified with that very body, is not now in the

presence of his Father, absent from his people
touching his bodily presence, though present in
Spirit ? I say whoever they be, that say he is not
there, they are of the devil : for the proof of this
see Ac. V. 30 ,in(l 31. and compare it with He. vii. 24, 25.

' The God of our fathers (saith the Apostle) raised

up Jesus.' But what Jesus? 'he whom ye slew,'

saith he to the Jews. ' Ilim (the very same whom
ye slew) hath God exalted with his right hand to

be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance

to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

'

And indeed, here is my life, namely, the birth

of this Man, the righteousness of this Man, the

blood of this Man, the death and resurrection of

this Man, the ascension and intercession of this

Man for me ; and the second coming of this Man
to judge the world in righteousness. Ac. xvii.31. I

say, here is my life, if I see this by faith without

me, through the operation of the Spirit within me

:

I am safe, I am at peace, I am comforted, I am
encouraged, and I know that my comfort, peace,

and encouragement is true, and given me from
heaven, by the Father of mercies, through the

Son of the Virgin Mary, Mat. i. 21. who is the way
to the Father of mercies, Jn. xiv. 6. who is able to

save to the uttermost, all that come to the Father

by him. He. vii. 25. Because he, that very Man, with

that very body wherewith he was crucified, is as-

cended into heaven, Ac. i. 9—11. and there ever lives

to make intercession for them that come to God
by him. This is the rock, sinner, upon which, if

thou be built, the gates of hell, nor Ranter, Qua-

ker, sin, law, death, no nor the devil himself, shall

ever be able to prevail against thee. Mat.xvi. I6—18.

And here I leave thee to the wisdom of the great

God, who if he hath chosen thee in his Son, and

brought thee to him; and hath made thee by faith

to lay hold on him, thou needest not fear the devil

with his siftings, snares, wiles, and fiery darts,

wherewith he doth destroy thousands ; but mayest

with the Apostle (if thou live in the power and life

of the love of God towards thee) cry out, ' I am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels,

nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,

nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any

other creature, shall be able to separate us from

the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'

Ro. viii. 38, 39.

And now reader, if thou be a true Christian, I

am sure that these be the things that appear to be

the glorious substantial truths to thy soul, and thou

doest not care for that comfort that doth not make

this Man, the Son of the Virgin, precious to thy

soul, 1 Pe. ii 7. for thou knowcst, that it is he, that

hath delivered thee from the wrath to come. ITb.i.

10. But as for you that are disobedient, except you

mend your manners, you will stumble 'and fall

backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.'
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Is. xx\-iii. 13. and wonder and perisli because you

believe not. Ac. xiii 41.

A few words more, and so I sball bave done, and

tbey are words of counsel to tbee. Have a care

tbou receive not every Christ that is proffered to

tbee, tbougb it may appear very excellent to thy

foolisb beart : for under the name Cbrist, are men

deceived, as it is written, ' many sball come in my
name, saying, I am Cbrist; and sball deceive

many.' Mat. xxiv. 5. But bave a care tbat tbou re-

ceive tbat Cbrist, tbat was born witbout tbee, ful-

filled tbe law in bis buman nature witbout tbee ;

spilt bis blood witbout tbee, is risen again and

ascended witbout tbee, and maketb intercession

witbout tbee : And tbat be tbat very Man tbat

was born of tbe Virgin, will come again in tbe

clouds -witbout tbee ; and tbis trutb must tbou re-

ceive by tbat Spirit tbat be batb promised to send

and give to tbem tbat ask bim : And tbat sbaU

dwell in tby beart, and sball sbew thee what the

Son of Mary the virgin, the Son of man, the Son

of God, tbe true God batb in bis body done for thy

soul. Jn. xvi. 13, 14. And if thou receive bim in trutb,

then though tbou do not boast, nor brag of tby

hobness, as those painted hypocrites called Qua-

kers do : yet thou wilt do more work for God in

one hour, than tbey, even all of tbem, can do in

all their lifetime.

Take my counsel, and tbe Lord Jesus Cbrist

bave mercy upon tby soul and body. Farewell.
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SOME QUESTIONS TO THE QUAKERS,
OR A FEW QUERIES TO THOSE WHO ARE POSSESSED WITH A SPIRIT OF DELUSION IN THIS GENERATION.

' Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asTceth you a reason of the hope that is in you,' 1 Pet. iii. 15. And
I beseech you do it in sincerity.

1. If thou sayest that everyone hath a measure

of the Spirit of Jesus Christ within him, why say

the scriptures that some are ' sensual having not

the Spirit.' Judei9. And when Christ tells his

disciples of sending them the Spirit, he also saith,

The world cannot receive it. Jn. xiv. 17.

2. "\ATiat is the church of God redeemed hy,

from the curse of the law ? Is it by something

that is done within them, or hy something done

without them ? If thou answer, it is redeemed

from the curse of the law by something that

worketh in them ; then I ask, why did the Man
Christ Jesus hang upon the cross on Mount Cal-

vary, without the gates of Jerusalem, for the sins

of the people ? Ga. iii. 3. 1 Pe. ii. 24. And why do the

scriptures say, that through this Man, is preached

to us the forgiveness of sins. Ac xiii. 38. That is,

through his blood, Ep. i. 7. Coi. i. 20. which was shed

without the gates of Jerusalem. He. xiii. 12.

3. What scripture have you to prove, that

Christ is, or was crucified within you, dead within

you, risen within you, and ascended within you ?

4. Is that very Man that was crucified on Mount
Calvary between two thieves, whose name is Jesus,

the Son of Mary, I say, is he the very Christ of

God, yea, or no ?

5. Is that very Man, with that very body, within

you, yea, or no ?

6. Was that Jesus, tliat was born of the Virgin

Mary, a real Man of flesh and bones, after his

resurrection from the dead, out of Joseph's sepul-

chre, yea, or no ? For the scripture saith he was,

as in Lu. xxiT. S9. If so, then did that Man that said

handle me and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and

bones as ye see me have ; I say, did that Man go

away from his disciples (and not into them, in his

body) as the&e scriptures declare, Lu. xxiv. 39, 40. com-

pared with 50, 51. also Ac. i. 9—11. or did he with that

body of flesh go into his disciples, as some fond

dreamers think ?

7. Hath that Christ that was with God the

Father before the world was, no other body but
his church ? If you say no, as it is your wonted
course ; then again I ask you, what that was in

which he did bear the sins of his children ? If

you answer, It was ' in his own body on the tree,'

for so saith the scripture. 1 Pe. a. 24. Then I ask

you further, whether that body in which he did

bear our sins, (which is also called his own bodv)

was, or is, the chm-ch of God, yea, or no? Again
if you say he hath no body but the church, the

saints, Then I ask, what that was that was taken

down from the cross, and laid into Joseph's sepul-

chre. Lu. xxiii. 53.

Now I know, that as Christ is the head of his

church, so the church is the body of the head,

which is Christ. But as Christ is the mediator

between God and man, I say, as he is mediator, so

he is a man, 1 Ti. ii. 5. and absent from his saints

in the world, as is clear. 2 Co. t. 6. Therefore as he

is a mediator, and a Man, so he hath a body that

is absent from his church, which body is ascended

from his disciples, above the clouds into heaven.

Lu. xxiv. 51. Ac. i. 9—11. If jou Say no, then I ask you,

Did he leave the body behind him, which was born

of the Virgin Mary, which walked up and down

with his disciples in the world, was afterwards

hanged upon the cross, La. xxiii. 26, 33, 63. buried, rose

again from the dead. Mat. xxiv. 3, 6, 15, 41, 42, 39, 50. with

which body he did eat, drink, and hkewise walk

with his disciples after his resurrection from the

dead, Ac. x. 41. and did bid his disciples see if he

were not flesh and bones, yea, or no ?

John Buntan.
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