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ADVERTISEMENT BY THE EDITOR.

'Come and welcome to Jesus Christ,' is a subject

peculiarly fitted to the deep and searching experi-

ence of John Bunyan. He knew all the wiles of

sin and Satan, in placing stunihlingblocks in the

way of a sincere penitent ; all the human craft

employed in keeping the soul from a simple and

entire reliance upon Christ for salvation. This

little work soon became most deservedly popular,

passino; throuirh four lar^.'e editions during the lastloo o o
seven years of the author's life. It is an enlight-

ened display of the dealings of the Father in giving

sinners to Christ ; the Son in saving them by his

atonement, mediation, and intercession ; and the

Holy Spirit in sanctifying and fitting thcra for glory.

Here is no Calvinism, Lutheranism, or Arminian-

ism ; no Episcopacy, Presbytery, or Independency

;

nothing but Christism and Bibleism. The gracious

invitation is addressed to all who feel their misery.

Come unto me, and I Avill make you happy and

blessed. All who feel the leprosy of sin are

invited to this spiritual Physician, and he only can

and will heal them. All who suffer under the

slavery of sin and Satan, Christ alone can make you

free. Come to him, and you shall be free indeed.

The analysis of Bunyan 's treatise shows that all

mankind are born in sin. All sinners are invited to

Christ. None will come but such as feel the plague,

and see the leprosy of sin. Those who come are

drawn in a variety of ways—some terrified with

the horrors of hsll, others allured by the gracious

voice of the Saviour, and the prospects of heavenly

felicity. All who sincerely come, attain the same

end, a sincere and total reliance upon the Saviour

as the only refuge from the roaring lion.

Every other way to life is guarded by the flaming

swords of the cherubim. Christ opens his golden

arms wider than all our miseries. But he sufi"er3

no rival on his throne, no partnership with Moses

or John Baptist. The personification of ' shall

come,' and of ' ignorance,' is strikingly illustrative ;

as is ' sin, the winding-sheet of the soul
;

'
* un-

belief, the white devil
;

' the sinner being a coun-

sellor for Satan ; and the two ways of taking our

own likeness. His appeal to persecutors on p. 277,

is most forcible.V But I must not detain the reader

longer from the pleasure and profit he wiU receive

from an attentive perusal of these pages.

hackjjey, 1850. George Offor.

!/<

COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHIIIST.

'ALL THAT THH FATHER GIVETH ME SHALL COME TO

ME; AND HIM THAT COMETH TO ME I WILL IX NO

WISE CAST ODT.' JOHN vi. o7.

A LITTLE before, in this chapter, \ovl may read

that the Lord Jesus walked on tlic sea to go to

Capernaum, having sent his disciples before in a

shi]), but the wind was contrary ; by which means
the ship was hindered in her passage. Now, about

the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came walking

upon the sea, and overtook them; at the sight of

whom they were afraid.

Note, AVhen providences are black and terrible to

God's people, the Lord Jesus shows himself to them
in wonderful manner; the wliich sometimes they
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can as little bear, as they can the things that were
before terrible to them. They were afraid of the

wind and the water ; they were also afraid of their

Lord and Saviour, when he appeared to them in

that state.

But he said, * Be not afraid, it is I.'

Note, That the end of the appearing of the Lord
Jesus unto his people, though the manner of his

appearing be never so terrible, is to allay their

fears and perplexities.

Then they received him into the ship, and im-

mediately the ship was at land whither it went.

Note, When Christ is absent from his people,

they go on but slowly, and with great difficulty;

but when he joineth himself unto them, oh ! how
fast they steer their course ! how soon arc they at

their journey's end !*

The people now among whom he last preached,

when they saw that both Jesus was gone and his

disciples, they also took shipping, and came to

Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. And when they

had found him, they wonderingly asked him,

'Rabbi, when earnest thou hither?' But the

Lord Jesus, slighting their compliment, answered,
* Verily, verily, ye seek me, not because ye saw

the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves,

and were filled.'

Note, A people may follow Christ far for base

ends, as these went after him beyond sea for

loaves. A man's belly will carry him a great way
in religion

;
yea, a man's belly will make him

venture far for Christ.

Note again, They are not feigning compliments,

but gracious intentions, that crown the work in

the eye of Christ ; or thus, it is not the toil and

business of professors,! but their love to him, that

makes him approve of them.

Note again. When men shall look for friendly

entertainment at Christ's hand, if their hearts be

rotten, even then will they meet with a check and

rebuke. ' Ye seek me, not because ye saw the

miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and

were filled.'

Yet observe again. He doth not refuse to give,

even to these, good counsel : he bids them labour

for the meat that endureth to eternal life. Oh !

how willingly would Jesus Christ have even those

professors that come to him with pretences only,

come to him sincerely, that they may be saved.

The text, you will find, is, after much more

discourse Avith and about this people, and it is

uttered by the Lord Jesus as the conclusion of the

whole, and intimateth that, since they were pro-

fessors in pretence only, and therefore such as his

* ' My grace is sufficient for tliee ,' and tlie langiuige of tlie

cliurch, conscious of its own weakness and the Lord's all-suffi-

ciency, is, ' Draw uie, we will run alter tlice.' Ca. i. 4.— Uluson.

f Ko outward profession is accepted, except it springs from

inward love to Cluist.

—

Ed.
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soul could not delight in, as such, that he would
content himself with a remnant that his Father had
bestowed upon him. As who should say, I am
not like to be honoured in your salvation ; but the

Father hath bestowed upon me a people, and they
shall come to me in truth, and in them will I be
satisfied. Tlie text, therefore, may be called

Giriat's repose; in the fulfilling whereof he restetb

himself content, after much labour and many ser-

mons spent, as it were, in vain. As he saith by
the prophet, *! have laboured in vain, I have spent
my strength for nought, and in vain.' is. xUx. 4.

But as there he saith, ' My judgment is with
the Lord, and my work with my God;' so in the

text he saith, ' All that the Father giveth me shall

come to me ; and him that cometh to me I will in

no wise cast out. ' By these words, therefore, the

Lord Jesus comforteth himself under the considera-

tion of the dissimulation of some of his followers.

He also thus betook himself to rest under the con-

sideration of the little effect that his ministry had
in Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida: ' I thank

thee, Father,' said he, 'Lord of heaven and
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the

wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto

babes ; even so. Father, for so it seemed good in

thy sight.' Mat. xi. 25. Lu. x. 21.

The text, in the general, standeth of two parts,

and hath special respect to the Father and tlic

Son ; as also to their joint management of the

salvation of the people: 'AH that the Father

giveth me shall come to me ; and him that cometh
to me I will in no wise cast out.' The first part

of the text, as is evident, respecteth the Father and

his gift ; the other paii the Son and his reception

of that gift.

First, For the gift of the Father there is this

to be considered, to wit, the gift itself; and that

is the gift of certain persons to the Son. The Fa-

ther giveth, and that gift shall come :
' And him

that cometh.' The gift, then, is of persons; the

Father giveth persons to Jesus Christ.

Second, Next you have the Son's reception of

this gift, and that slioweth itself in these j)articu-

lars;— 1. In his hearty acknowledgement of it to

be a gift: 'The Father giveth me.' 2. In his

taking notice, after a solenm manner, of all and

every part of the gift: 'AH that the Father giveth

me.' 3. In his resolution to bring them to him-

self: 'AH that the Fatlicr giveth me slinll como

to me.' 4. And in his deterniining that not any-

thing shall make him di.^like tliem in their coming:

' And him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast

out.'

These things might be spoken to at large, as

they are in this method pre-entcd to view : but

1 shall choose to speak tu tlie wonls, First, By

WAY OF EXPLICATION. SeCUNU, Cv WAV OF ORSEU-

VATION.

2 II
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[FIRST, THE TEXT TREATED BY WAY OF EXPLI-
CATION.]

[the EXTENT OF THE GIFT.]

'All that the Father giveth me.' This word

all, is often used in Scripture, and is to be taken

more largely, or more strictly, even as the truth

or argument, for the sake of which it is made use

of, will bear. Wherefore, that we may the better

understand the mind of Christ in the use of it

here, we must consider, that it is limited and re-

strained only to those that shall be saved, to wit,

to those that shall con)e to Christ ; even to those

whom he will 'in no wise cast out.' Thus, also,

the words all Israd, is sometimes to be taken,

although sometimes it is taken for the whole family

of Jacob. 'And so all Israel shall be saved.' Ro.

xi. 2G. By all Israel here, he inteudeth not all of

Israel, in the largest sense; ' for they are not all

Israel which are of Israel ;' ' neither because they

are of the seed of Abraham, are they all children

;

but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is,

they which are the children of the flesh, these are

not the children of God ; but the children of the

promise are counted for the seed. ' Ro. ix. 6-8.

This word all, therefore, must be limited and

enlarged, as the truth and argument, for the sake

of which it is used, will bear ; else we shall abuse

Scripture, and readers, and ourselves, and all.

'And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,' said

Christ, ' M'ill draw all men unto me.' Jn. xU. 32.

Can any man imagine, that by all, in this place,

he should mean all and every individual man in

the world, and not rather that all that is consonant

to the scope of the place ? And if, by being

' lifted up from the earth, ' he means, as he should

seem, his being taken up into heaven ; and if, by
' drawing all men after him,' he meant a drawing

them unto that place of glory ; then must he mean
by ALL men, those, and only those, that shall in

truth be eternally saved from the wrath to come.
' For God hath concluded them all in unbelief,

that he might have mercy upon all.' Ro. li. 32. Hei'e

again you have all and all, two alls ; but yet a

greater disparity between the all made mention of

in the first place, and that all made mention of the

Becond. Those intended in this text are the Jews,

even all of them, by the first all that you find in

tlie words. The second all doth also intend the

same people ; but yet only so many of them as

God will have mercy upon. ' He hath concluded

them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy
upon all.' The all also in the text, is likewise to

be limited and restrained to the saved, and to them
only. But again ;

—

The word 'givctli,' or 'hath given,' must be

restrained, after the same manner, to the same

limited number. ' All that the Father civeth me.'

Not all that are given, if you take the gift of the

Father to the Son in the largest sense ; for in that

sense there are many given to him that shall never

come unto him
; yea, many are given unto hira

that he will ' cast out. ' I shall, therefore, first

show you the truth of this ; and then in what

sense the gift in the text must be taken

First, [All cannot he inteiuled in its largest

sense.^ That all that are given to Christ, if you

take the gift of the Father to him in the largest

sense, cannot be intended in the text, is evident

—

1. Because, then, all the men, yea, all the things

in the world, must be saved. ' All things,' saith

he, ' are delivered unto me of my Father. ' Mat. xi. 27.

This, I think, no rational man in the world will

conclude. Therefore, the gift intended in the text

must be restrained to some, to a gift that is given

by way of speciality by the Father to the Son.

2. It must not be taken for all, that in any

sense are given by the Father to him, because the

Father hath given some, yea, many to him, to be

dashed in pieces by him. ' Ask of me,' said the

Father to him, ' and I shall give tliee the heathen

for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of

the earth for thy possession. ' But Avhat must be

done with them ? must he save them all ? No.

' Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ; thou

shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.'

Fa. iL This method he useth not with them that

he savetli by his grace, but with those that him-

self and saints shall rule over in justice and sever-

ity. Re. ii. 26, 27. Yet, as you see, ' they are given

to him.' Therefore, the gift intended in the text

must be restrained to some, to a gift that is given

by way of speciality by the Father to the Son.

In Ps. xviii. he saith plainly, that some are given

to him that he might destroy them. ' Thou hast

given me the necks of mine enemies ; that I might

destroy them that hate me. ' ver. 40. These, there-

fore, cannot be of the number of those that are

said to be given in the text ; for those, even all

of them, shall come to him, ' and he will in nu

wise cast them out.'

3. Some are given to Christ, that he by them

might bring about some of his high and deep

designs in the world. Thus Judas was given to

Christ, to wit, that by him, even as was deter-

mined before, he might bring about his death, and

so the salvation of his elect by his blood. Yea,

and Judas must so manage this business, as that

he must lose himself for ever in bringing it to pass.

Therefore the Lord Jesus, even in his losing of

Judas, applies himself to the judgment of his Fa-

ther, if he had not in that thing done that whicJi

was right, even in suffering of Judas so to bring

abuut his Master's death, as that he might, by so

doing, bring about his own eternal damnation also.

' Those,' said he, ' that thou gavest me, I have

kept, and none of them is lost, but the sou of per-
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flUioii; tliat tlie Scripture might be fulfilled.' Jn.

xvii. 12. Let us, then, grant that Judas was given

to Christ, but not as others are given to him, not

as those made mention of in the text ; for then he

should have failed to have been so received by
Christ, and kept to eternal life. Indeed, he was
given to Christ ; but he was given to him to lose

him, in the way that I have mentioned before ; he

was given to Christ, that he by him might bring

about his own death, as was before determined ;

and that in the overthrow of him that did it. Yea,

he must bring about his own death, as was be-

fore determined, and that in the overthrow of him
that did it. Yea, he must bring about his dying

for us in the loss of the instrument that betraj'ed

him, that he might even fulfil tlie Scripture in his

destruction, as well as in the salvation of the rest.

' And none of them is lost, but the son of perdi-

tion ; that the Scripture might be fulfilled.'

[Second, Tliose inteiided as the gift.]—The gift,

therefore, in the text, must not be taken in the

largest sense, but even as the words will bear, to

wit, for such a gift as he acceptcth, and promiseth

to be an effectual means of eternal salvation to.

' All that the Father giveth me shall come to me

;

and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast

out.' Mark! they shall come that are in special

given to me ; and they shall by no means be

rejected. For this is the substance of the text.

Those, therefore, intended as the gift in the text,

are those that are given by covenant to the Son

;

those that in other places are called 'the elect,'

'the chosen,' 'the sheep,' and 'the children of

the promise,' »tc.

These be they that the Father hath given to

Christ to keep them ; those that Christ hath pro-

mised eternal life unto ; those to Avhom he hath

given his word, and that he will have with him in

his kingdom to behold his glory,

' This is the Father's will which hath sent me,

that of all which he hath given me I should lose

nothing, but should raise it up again at the last

day.' Jn. vi. 39. ' And I give unto them eternal life

;

and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand. ]\Iy Father which

gave them me, is greater than all ; and no onan is

able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.'

Jn. X. 28. ' As thou hast given him power over all

flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many

as thou hast given him. Thine they were, and

thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy

word ; I pray for them : I pray not for the world,

but for them which thou hast given me; for they

are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are

mine ; and I am glorified in them.' ' Keep through

thine own name those whom thou hast given me,

that they may be one, as we are.' ' Father, I will

that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with

nic where I am ; that they may behold my glory,

which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst mebeforo

the foundation of the world.' Jn. xvii. i, 6, o, lo, 24.

All these sentences are of the same import with

the text; and the alls and manies, those, they,

«tc., in these several sayings of Christ, are the

same with all the given in the text. ' All that the

Father giveth.'

So that, as I said before, the word all, as also

other words, must not be taken in such sort as our

foolish fancies or groundless opinions will prompt
us to, but do admit of an enlargement or a restric-

tion, according to the true meaning and intent of

the text. We must therefore diligently consult the

meaning of the text, by comparing it with other

the sayings of God ; so shall we be better able to

find out the mind of the Lord, in the word which

he has given us to know it by.

[the person giving, the fatiier.]

'All that the Father giveth.' By this word

'Father,' Christ describeth the person giving; by

which we may learn several useful things.

First, That the Lord God, and Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ, is concerned with the Son in

the salvation of his people. True, his acts, as to

our salvation, are diverse from tliose of the Son

;

he was not capable of doing that, or those things

for us, as did the Son ; he died not, he spilt not

blood for our redemption, as the Son ; but yet he

hath a hand, a great hand, in our salvation too.

As Christ saith, ' The Father himself loveth you,'

and his love is manifest in choosing of us, in giving

of us to his Son ; yea, and in giving his Son also

to be a ransom for us. Hence he is called, ' The

Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort.'

For here even the Father hath himself found out,

and made way for his grace to come to us through

the sides and the heart-blood of his well-beloved

Son. CoL i. 12-14. The Father, therefore, is to be

remembered and adored, as one having a chief hand

in the salvation of sinners. We ought to give

' thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet

to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in

lio-ht.' Co!, i. 12. For 'the Father sent the Son to

he the Saviour of the world.' Jn. iv. u. As also wo

see in the text, the * Father giveth ' the sinner to

Christ to save him.

Second, Christ Jesus the Lord, by this word

' Father, ' would familiarize this giver to us. Natur-

ally the name of God is dreadfid to us, especially

when he is discovered to us by those names that

declare his justice, holiness, power, and glory ;
but

now this word ' Father ' is a familiar word, it

frighteth not the sinner, but rather inclincth his

heart to love, and be pleased with the remombrauce

of him. Hence Christ also, when he would have

U3 to pray with godly boldness, puts this word

•Father ' into our mouths ; saying, ' When ye pray.
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pay, Our Fatlicr wliicli art in heaven ;' concluding

thereby, that by the famiHarity that by such a word

is intimated, the children of God may take more

boldness to pray for, and ask great things, I

myself have often found, that when I can say but

this word Father, it doth me more good than when

I call him by any other Scripture name. It is

worth your noting, that to call God by his relative

title was rare among the saints in Old Testament

times. Seldom do you find him called by this name ;

no, sometimes not in three or four books : but now

in New Testament times, he is called by no name

so often as this, both by the Lord Jesus himself,

and by the apostles afterwards. Indeed, the Lord

Jesus was he that first made this name common

among the saints, and that taught them, both in

their discourses, their prayers, and in their writings,

so much to use it ; it being more pleasing to, and

discovering more plainly our interest in, God, than

any other expression ; for by this one name we are

made to understand that all our mercies are the

offspring of God, and that we also that are called

are his children by adoption.

[Import of the word giveth.]—'All that the

Father giveth.' This word 'giveth' is out of Christ's

ordinary dialect, and seemeth to intimate, at the

first sound, as if the Father's gift to the Son was

not an act that is past, but one that is present and

continuing; when, indeed, this gift was bestowed

upon Christ when the covenant, the eternal cove-

nant, was made between them before all worlds.

AVherefore, in those other places, when this gift is

mentioned, it is still spoken of, as of an act that is

past ; as, ' All that he hath given me ; to as many
as thou hast given me ; thou gavest them me ; and

those which thou hast given me.' Therefore, of

necessity, this must be the first and chief sense of

the text; I mean of this word 'giveth,' otherwise

the doctrine of election, and of the eternal covenant

which was made between the Father and the Son,

in which covenant this gift of the Father is most

certainly comprised, will be shaken, or at least-

wise questionable, by erroneous and wicked men

:

for they may say, That the Father gave not all

those to Christ that shall be saved, before the world

was made ; for that this act of giving is an act of

continuation.*

But again, this word 'giveth ' is not to be rejected,

for it hath its proper use, and may signify to us

—

1. That though the act of giving among men
doth admit of the time past, or the time to come,

and is to be spoken of with reference to such time ;

yet with God it is not so. Things past, or things

to come, are always present with God, and with

* How clearly is every seeming difficulty explained by

Banyan. The Father entered into covenant with the Son, in

eternity, to save his elect; and, in time, as they appear upon

earth, the Father giveth them to Christ by effectual calling,

aud he brinirs them to eternal ''lory.

—

Ed. '

his Son Jesus Christ: He ' calleth those things

which be not,' that is, to us, 'as though they were.'

Ro. iv. 17. And again, ' Known unto God are all his

works from the beginning of the world. ' All things

to God are present, and so the gift of the Father

to the Son, although to us, as is manifest by the

word, it is an act that is past. Ac. xv. is.

2. Christ may express himself thus, to show, that

the Father hath not only given him this portion in

the lump, before the world was, but that those that

he had so given, he will give him again ; that is,

will bring them to him at the time of their con-

version ; for the Father bringeth them to Christ.

Jn. vi. 44. As it is said, ' She shall be brought unto

the king in raiment of needle-work
;

' that is, in the

righteousness of Christ ; for it is God that imputeth

that to those that are saved. Ps. xiv. u. i Co. i.

A man giveth his daughter to such a man, first

in order to marriage, and this respects the time

past, and lie giveth her again at the day appointed

in marriage. And in this last sense, perhaps, the

text may have a meaning ; that is, that all that the

Father hath, before the world was, given to Jesus

Christ, he giveth them again to him in the day of

their espousals.

Things that are given among men, are ofttimes

best at first ; to wit, when they are new ; and the

reason is, because all earthly things wax old ; but

with Christ it is not so. This gift of the Father is

not old and deformed, and unpleasant in his eyes

;

and therefore to him it is always new. When the

Lord spake of gtving the land of Canaan to the

Israelites, he saith not, that he had given, or Avould

give it to them, but thus :
' The Lord thy God

giveth thee - this good land.' De. ix. 6. Not but that

he had given it to them, while they were in the

loins of their fathers, hundreds of years before.

Yet he saith now he giveth it to them ; as if they

were now also in the very act of taking possession,

when as yet they were on the other side Jordan.

What then should be the meaning? Why, I take

it to be this. That the land should be to them

always as new ; as new as if they were taking

possession thereof but now. And so is the gift of

the Father, mentioned in the text, to the Son ; it

is always new, as if it were always new.

' All that the Father giveth me. ' In these words

you find mention made of two persons, the Father

and the Son ; the Father giving, and the Son re-

ceiving or accepting of this gift. This, then, in the

first place, clearly demonstrateth, that the Father

and the Son, though they, with the Holy Ghost,

are one and the same eternal God ; yet, as to their

personality, are distinct. The Father is one, the

Son is one, the Holy Spirit is one. But because

there is in this text mention made but of two of

the three, therefore a word about these two. The
giver and receiver cannot be the same person in a

proper sense, in the same act ofgiving and receiving.
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lie that givetl), giveth not to himself, but to an-

other ; the Father giveth not to the Fatlier, to wit,

to liimself, hut to the Son : the Son receiveth not

of the Son, to wit, of himself, but of the Father:

so when the Father giveth commandment, he giveth

it not to himself, but to another ; as Christ saith,

' lie gave me a commandment. ' Jn. xu. 49. So again,

' I am one that bear witness of myself, and the

Father that sent me beareth witness of me.' Jn.viii. is.

Further, here is something implied that is not

expressed, to wit, that the Father hath not given

all men to Christ; that is, in that sense as it is

intended in this text, though in a larger, as was

said before, he hath given him every one of them ;

for then all should be saved: he hath, therefore,

disposed of some another way. He gives some up

to idolatry ; he gives some up to uncleanness, to

vile affections, and to a reprobate mind. Now
these he disposeth of in his anger, for their destruc-

tion, that they may reap the fruit of their doings,

and be filled with the reward of their own ways.

Ac. \ii. 42. Ro. i. 24, 26, 28. But neither hath he thus

disposed of all men ; he hath even of mercy reserved

some from these judgments, and those are they

that he will pardon, as he saith, * For I will par-

don them whom I reserve.' Je. l. 20. Now these he

hath given to Jesus Christ, by will, as a legacy

and portion. Hence the Lord Jesus says, ' This

is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of

all which he hath given me I should lose nothing,

but should raise it up again at the last day.' Jn.vj. 39.

[the FATHER'S INTENT IN GIVING.]

The Father, therefore, in giving of them to him

to save them, must needs declare unto us these

following things:

—

First, That he is able to answer this design of

God, to wit, to save them to the uttermost sin, the

uttermost temptation, k,c. He. vii. 25. Hence he is

said to lay 'help upon one that is mighty,' 'mighty

to save.' Ps. ixixix. 19. Is. ixiii. 1. And hence it is

again, that God did even of old promise to send

his people ' a Saviour, a great one. ' is. xix. 20. To
save is a great work, and calls for almightiness in

the undertaker: hence he is called the 'Mighty

God, the wonderful Counsellor,' <kc. Sin is strong,

Satan is also sti'ong, death and the grave are

strong, and so is the curse of the law ; therefore

it follows, that this Jesus must needs be, by God
the Father, accounted almighty, in that he hath

given his elect to him to save them, and deliver

them from these, and that in despite of all their

force and power.

And he gave' us testimony of this his might,

when he was employed in that part of our deli-

verance that called for a declaration of it. He
abolished death ; he destroyed him that had the

power of death ; he was the destruction of the

grave ; he hath finished sin, and made an end of
it, as to its damning effects upon the persons that

the Father hath given him ; he hath vanquished
the curse of the law, nailed it to his cross,

triumphed over them upon his cross, and made a
show of these things openly. 2 Ti. i. 10. lie. ii. 14, 15.

IIo. xiii. 14. Da. ii. 24. Ga. iii. 13. Col. ii. 14, 15. Yea, and
even now, as a sign of his triumph and conquest,

he is alive from the dead, and hath the keys of

hell and death in his own keeping. Re. i. is.

Second, The Father's giving of them to him to

save them, declares unto us that he is and will be
faithful in his oflSce of Mediator, and that therefore

they shall be secured from the fruit and wages of

their sins, which is eternal damnation, by his faith-

ful execution of it. And, indeed, it is said, even

by the Holy Ghost him.'^elf, That he ' was faithful

to him that appointed him,' that is, to this work
of saving those that the Father hath given him for

that purpose ; as ' Moses was faithful in all his

house. ' Yea, and more faithful too, for Moses was
faithful in God's house but as a servant ; * but

Christ as a Son over his own house.' He. iii. And
therefore this man is counted worthy of more glory

than Moses, even upon this account, because more

faithful than he, as well as because of tlie dignity

of his person. Therefore in him, and in his truth

and faithfulness, God resteth well pleased, and

hath put all the government of this people upon

his shoulders. Knowing that nothing shall be

wanting in him, that may any way perfect this

design. And of this he, to wit, the Son, hath

already given a proof. For when the time was

come, that his blood was, by Divine justice, required

for their redemption, washing, and cleansing, he

as freely poured it out of his heart, as if it had

been water out of a vessel ; not sticking to part

Avith his own life, that the life which was laid up

for his people in heaven might not fail to be be-

stowed upon them. And upon this account, as

well as upon any other, it is that God calleth him

' my righteous servant. ' is. lUi 11. For his righteous-

ness could never have been complete, if he had

not been to the uttermost faithful to the work he

undertook ; it is also, because he is faithful and

true, that in righteousness he doth judge and make

work for his people's deliverance. He will faith-

fully perform this trust reposed in him. The

Father knows this, and hath therefore given his

elect unto him.

Third, The Father's giving of them to him, to

save them, declares that he is, and will be gentle,

and patient towards them, under all their provoca-

tions and miscarriages. H is not to be imagined,

the trials and provocations that the Sun ot Uod

hath all along had with these people that have

been given to him that saves them : indeed he is

said to be 'a tried stone;' for he has been tried,

not only by the devil, guilt of eiu, death, and tho
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curse of tlic law, but also by his people's ignor-

ance, unrulincss, falls into sin, and declining to

errors in life and doctrine. Were we but capable

of secino- how this Lord Jesus has been tried even

by his people, ever since there was one of them in

the world, we should be amazed at his patience

and o-entle carriages to them. It is said, indeed,

' The Lord is very pitiful, slow to anger, and of

great mercy.' And, indeed, if he had not been

so, he could never have endured their manners as

he has done from Adam hitherto. Therefore is

his pity and bowels towards his church preferred

above the pity and bowels of a mother towards her

child. ' Can a woman forget her sucking child,

that she should not have compassion on the son of

her womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not

forget thee,' saith the Lord. is. xiix. 15.

God did once give Moses, as Christ's servant, an

handful of his people, to carry them in his bosom,

but no further than from Egypt to Canaan ; and

this ]\roses, as is said of him by the Holy Ghost,

was the meekest man that was then to be found

in the earth ;
yea, and he loved the people at a

very great rate ; yet neither would his meekness

nor love hold out in this work ; he failed and grew

passionate, even to the provoking his God to anger

under this work. ' And Moses said unto the Lord,

Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant ? ' But

what was the affliction ? Why, the Lord had said

unto him, ' Carry this people in thy bosom as a

nursing father beareth the suckling child, unto the

land which thou swarest unto their fathers.' And
how then ? Not I, says Moses, ' I am not able to

bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy

for me. If thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray

thee, out of hand, and let me not see my wretched-

ness.' Nil. xL 11-15. God gave them to Moses, that

he might carry them in his bosom, that he might

sbow gentleness and patience towards them, under

all the provocations wberewith they would provoke

him from that time till he had brought them to

their land ; but he failed in the work ; he could

not exercise it, because he had not that sufficiency

of patience towards them. But now it is said of

the person speaking in the text, ' That he shall

gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in

his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are

with young. ' Is. xl. 11. Intimating, that this was

one of the qualifications that God looked for, and

knew was in him, when he gave his elect to him to

save them.

Fourth, The Father giving of him to save them,

declares that he bath a sufficiency of wisdum to

wage with all tlio.se difficulties that would attend

him in his bringing of his sons and daughters unto

glory. He made him to us to be wisdom ; yea, he

is called wisdom itself. 1 Co. i. 30. And God saith,

moreover, That * he shall deal prudently.' is. lii. 13.

Aud, indeed, he that shall take upun him to be the

Saviour of the people, had need be wise, becau.se

their adversaries are subtle above any. Here they

are to encounter with the serpent, who for his

subtil ty outwitted our father and mother, when
their wisdom was at highest. Ge. iu. But if we talk

of wisdom, our Jesus is wise, wiser than Solomon,

wiser than aU men, wiser than all angels ; he is

even the wisdom of God. * Christ is the wisdom

of God.' 1 Co. i. 24. And hence it is that he turneth

sin, temptations, persecutions, falls, and all things,

for good unto his people, iio. viu. 28.

Now these things thus concluded on do show us

also the great and Avonderful love of the Father,

in that he should choose out one every way so well

prepared for the work of man's salvation.

Herein, indeed, perceive we the love of God.

Iluram gathered, that God loved Israel because he

had given them such a king as Solomon. 2 Ch. u. 11.

But how much more may we behold the love that

God hath bestowed upon us, in that he hath given

us to his Son, and also given his Son for us ?

[the SON'S RECEPTION OF THE GIFT.]

' All that the Father giveth me shall come.' In

these last words there is closely inserted an answer

unto the Father's end in giving of his elect to Jesus

Christ. The Father's end was, that they might

come to him, and be saved by him ; and that, says

the Son, shall be done ; neither sin nor Satan,

neither flesh nor world, neither wisdom nor folly,

shall hinder their coming to me. ' They shall

come to me ; and him that cometh to me I will in

no wise cast out.'

Here, therefore, the Lord Jesus positively deter-

mineth to put forth such a sufficiency of all grace

as shall eftectually perform this promise. ' They
shall come;' that is, he will cause them to come,

by infusing of an efl'ectual blessing into all the

means that shall be used to that end. As was said

to the evil spirit that was sent to persuade Ahab
to go and fall at Ramoth-Gilead ; Go: *Thou shalt

pei'suade him, and prevail also: go forth, and do

so.' 1 Ki. xxii. 22. So will Jcsus Christ say to the

moans that shall be used for the brina;iu£: of those

to him that the Father hath given him. I say, he

wiU bless it eftectually to this very end ; it shall

persuade them, and shall prevail also ; else, as I

said, the Father's end would be frustrate ; for the

Father's will is, that ' of all which he hath given

him, he should lose nothing, but should raise it up

at the last day,' Jn. vi. aa ; in order next unto himself,

Christ the first-fruits, afterwards those that are his

at his coming. 1 Co. xv. But this cannot be done if

there should fail to be a work of grace eftectually

wrought, though but in any one of them. But
this shall not fail to be wi-ought in them, even in

all the Father hath given him to save. ' All that

the Father hath given me shall come uutome,'«kc.
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"But to speak more distinctly to tlie words, They
* SHALL COME,' two thiiigs I would sliow jou from

these words

—

First, Wiat it is to come to Christ.

Second, ]Vi/iat force there is in this 2'}romise, to

make them co^ne to him.

[what it is to come to CHRIST.]

First, I would show you what it is to come to

Christ. This word come must be understood

spiritually, not carnally ; for many came to hira

carnally, or bodily, that had no saving advantage

by him. Multitudes did thus come unto him in the

days of his flesh ; yea, innumerable companies.

There is also at this day a formal customary com-

ing to his ordinances and ways of worship, which

availeth not anything ; but v.'ith them I shall not

now meddle, for they are not intended in the text.

The coming, then, intended in the text is to be

understood of the coming of the mind to him, even

the moving of the heart towards him. I say the

moving of the heart towards him, from a sound

sense of the absolute want that a man hath of

him for his justification and salvation.

This description of coming to Christ divideth

itself into two heads: Fii'St, That coming to

Christ is a moving of the mind towards him.

Second, That it is a moving of the mind towards

him, from a sound sense of the absolute want that

a man hath of him for his justification and salva-

tion.

[First.] To speak to the first, thai it is a moving

of the mind towards him. This is evident ; be-

cause coming hither or thither, if it be voluntary,

is by an act of the mind or will ; so coming to

Christ is through the inclining of the will. ' Thy
people shall he willing.' Pa. ex. 3. This willingness

of heart is it which sets the mind a-moving after

or towards him. The church expresseth this mov-

ing of her mind towards Christ by the moving of

her bowels. * My beloved put in his hand by the

hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for

him.'ca. V. 4. 'My bowels;' the passions of my
mind and affections ; which passions of the affec-

tions are expressed by the yearning and sound-

ing of the bowels, the yearning or passionate

working of them, the sounding of them, or their

making a noise for him. Ge. xiiii. so. i Ki. m. 26. is. xvi. ii.

This, then, is the coming to Christ, even a mov-

ing towards him with the mind.* ' And it shall

come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which

moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall

live. ' Eze. xlvii. 9.

* To come unto Christ, in its proper sense, is to receive

him as lie is offered to us in the Word ; to believe in him, as

a suitable and all-sufficient Saviour ; to submit to his govern-

ment, in both suffering and doing his will, with all lowly-

mindedness and humility; and this by the powerful operation

of the Holy Spirit upon the soul.

—

Mason.

The water in this text is the grace of God in

the doctrine of it. The living things are the chil-

dren of men, to whom the grace of God, by the

gospel, is preached. Now, saith he, every living

thing which moveth, whithersoever the water shall

come, shall live. And see how this word moveth

is expounded by Christ himself, in the book of

the Revelations :
• The Spirit and the bride say.

Come. And let him that heareth say. Come.
And let him that is athirst, come. And whosoever

will,' that is, willing, ' let him take the water of

life freely.' Re. xxU. 17.

So that to move in thy mind and will after Christ,

is to be coming to him. There are many poor

souls that are coming to Christ, that yet cannot

tell how to believe it, because they think that com-

ing to him is some strange and wonderful thing

;

and, indeed, so it is. But I mean, they overlook

the inclination of their will, the moving of their

mind, and the sounding of their bowels after him;

and count these none of this strange and wonderful

thing; when, indeed, it is a work of greatest won-

der in this world, to see a man who was sometimes

dead in sin possessed of the devil, an enemy to

Christ and to all things spiritually good ; 1 say,

to see this man moving with his mind after the

Lord Jesus Christ, is one of the highest wonders

in the world.

Second, It is a moving of the mind towards him,

from a sound sense of the absolute want that a man

hath of him for his justificalion and salvation.

Indeed, without this sense of a lost condition with-

out him, there will be no moving of the mind to-

wards him. A moving of their mouth there may

be; 'With their mouth they show much love.'

Eze. ixxiii. 31. Such a people as this will come as

the true people cometh ; that is, in show and out-

ward appearance. And they will sit before God's

ministers, as his people sit before them ; and they

will hear his words too, but they will not do them;

that is, will not come inwardly with their minds.

' For with their mouth they shew much love, hut

their heart,' or mind, ' goeth after their covetous-

ness. ' Now, all this is because they want an etfec-

tual sense of the misery of their state by nature

;

for not till they have that will they, in their mind,

move after him. Therefore, thus it is said con-

cerning the true comers, At ' that day, the great

trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which

were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and

the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall wor-

ship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusiilem.'

Is. xxvii. 13. They are then, as you see, the outcasts,

and those that are ready to perish, that, indeed,

have their minds effectually moved to come to Jesus

Christ. This sense of things was that which mado

the three thousand come, that mado Saul come,

that made the jailer come, and that, indeed, makes

all others come, that come elfcctually. Ac. u. 8, is.
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Of tlie true coming to Christ, the four lepers

were a famous semhlauce, of wliom you read, 2 Ki.

vu. 8, <kc. The famine in those days was sore in

the land, there was no bread for the people ; and

as for that sustenance that was, wliich was asses'

flesh and doves' dung, that was only in Samaria,

and of these tlie lepers had no share, for they were

thrust without the city. Well, now they sat in

the gate of the c\tj, and hunger was, as I may
say, making his last meal of them ; and being,

therefore, half dead alreadj--, what do they think

of doing ? Why, first they display the dismal

colours of death before each other's faces, and then

resolve what to do, saying, ' If we say we will

enter into the city, then the famine is in the city,

and we shall die there : if we sit still here, we die

also. Now, therefore, come, let us fall unto the

host of the Syrians : if they save us alive, we shall

live ; if they kill us, we shall but die.' Here, now,

was necessity at work, and this necessity drove

them to go thither for life, whither else they would

never have gone for it. Thus it is with them that

in truth come to Jesus Christ. Death is before

them, they see it and feel it ; he is feeding upon
them, and will eat them quite up, if they come not to

Jesus Christ; and therefore they come, even of neces-

sity, being forced thereto by that sense they have of

their being utterly and everlastingly undone, if they

find not safety in him. These are they that will

come. Indeed, these are they that are invited to

come. ' Come unto me, all ye that labour and are

heavy laden, and I will give you rest. ' Mat. xL 28.

Take two or three things to make this more
plain ; to wit, That coming to Christ floweth from
a sound sense of the absolute need that a man hath
of him, as afore.

1. 'They shall come with weeping, and with

supplications will I lead them ; I will cause them
to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way
wherein they shall not stumble. ' Je. xxxL 9. Mind
it ; they come with weeping and supplication ; they
come with prayers and tears. Now prayers and
tears are the efi"ects of a right sense of the need of

mercy. Thus a senseless sinner cannot come, he
cannot pray, he cannot cry, he cannot come sen-
sible of what he sees not, nor feels. * In those
days, and in that time - the children of Israel
shall come; they and the children of Judah toge-
ther, going and weeping: they shall go and seek
the Lord their God. They shall ask the way to
Zion with their faces thitherward, sayhig, Come
and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual
covenant Uiat shall not be forgotten.' Je. i. 4, 5.

2.^ This coming to Christ, it is called a running
to him, as pjing to him ; a flying to him from
wrath to come. By all which terms is set forth
tlie sense of the man that comes ; to wit, That he
is afi'ected with the sense of his sin, and the death
due thereto; that he is sensible that the avenger

of blood pursues him, and that, therefore, he is

thus off, if he makes not speed to the Son of God
for life. Mat. iii. 7. P3. cxiiii. 9. Flying is the last

work of a man in danger ; all that are in danger
do not fly ; no, not all that see themselves in dan-

ger ; flying is the last work of a man in danger

;

all that hear of danger will not fly. Men will con-

sider if there be no other way of escape before they

fly. Tlierefore, as I said, flying is the last thing.

When all refuge fails, and a man is made to see

that there is nothing left him but sin, death, and
damnation, unless he flies to Christ for life ; then

he flies, and not till then.

3. That the true coming is from a sense of an

absolute need of Jesus Christ to save, <fcc., is evi-

dent by the outcry that is made by them to come,

even as they are coming to him, ' Lord, save me,'

or I perish ;
' Men and brethren, what shall we

do ?
'

' Sirs, what must I do to be saved ? ' and the

like. Mat. xiv. 30. Ac. iL 37 ; xri. 30. This language doth

sufficiently discover that the truly-coming souls

are souls sensible of their need of salvation by Jesus

Christ; and, moreover, that there is nothing else

that can help them but Christ.

4. It is yet further evident by these few things

that follow: It is said that such are 'pricked in

their heart,' that is, with the sentence of death by
the law ; and the least prick in the heart kills a

man. Ac. ii. 37. Such are said, as I said before, to

weep, to tremble, and to be astonished in them-

selves at the evident and unavoidable danger that

attends them, unless they fly to Jesus Christ.

Ac. ix. 16.

5. Coming to Christ is attended with an honest

and sincere forsaking of all for him. ' If any man
come to me, and hate not his father and mother,

and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters,

yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my dis-

ciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross,

and come after me, cannot be my disciple. ' Lu. xiv.

26, 27.

By these and the like expressions elsewhere,

Christ describeth the true comer, or the man that

indeed is coming to him ; he is one that casteth

all behind his back ; he leaveth all, he forsaketh

all, he hateth all things that would stand in his

way to hinder his coming to Jesus Christ. There

are a great many pretended comers to Jesus Christ

in the world ; and they are much like to the man
you read of in Mat. xxi. so, that said to his father's

bidding, 'I go, Sir, and went not.' I say, there

are a great many such comers to Jesus Christ;

they say, when Christ calls by his gospel, I come.

Sir; but still they abide by their pleasures and

carnal delights. They come not at all, only they

give him a courtly compliment ; but he takes notice

of it, and will not let it pass for any more than a

lie. lie said, ' I go, Sir, and went not;' he dis-

sembled and lied. Take heed of this, you that
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flatter yourselves witli you own deceivings. Words
will not do with Jesus Christ. Coming is coming,

and nothing else will go for coming with him.

^Objections that usually lie in (lie way of coming to

Christ.]

Before I speak to the other head, I shall answer

some objections that usually lie in the way of those

that in truth are coming to Jesus Christ.

Objection 1. Tliough I cannot deny bid my miml

runs after Christ, and that too as being moved tliere-

tofrom a sight and consideration ofmy lost condition,

for I see without him Iperish; yet Ifear my ends

are not right in coming to him. Quest. Why, what

is thine end in coming to Christ? Answ. My end is,

that I might have life, and be saved by Jesus Christ.

This is the objection ; Avell, let me tell thee, that

to come to Christ for life, and to be saved, although

at present thou hast no other end, is a lawful and

good coming to Jesus Christ. This is evident, be-

cause Christ propoundeth life as the only argument

to prevail with sinners to come to him, and so also

blameth them because they come not to him for

life. ' And ye will not come to me, that ye might

have life.' Ju. v. 40. Besides, there are many other

scriptures whereby he allureth sinners to come to

him, in which he propoundeth nothing to them but

their safety. As, ' Whosoever believeth in him

should not perish ; ' he that believeth is ' passed

from death unto life. '
' He that believeth - shall

be saved.' ' He that believeth on him is not con-

demned.' And believing and coming are all one.

So that you see, to come to Christ for life, is a

lawful coming and good. In that he believeth,

that he alone hath made atonement for sin. Ro. ii.

And let me add over and above, that for a man

to come to Christ for life, though he comes to him

for nothing else but life, it is to give much honour

to him.

1. He honoureth the word of Christ, and con-

senteth to the truth of it ; and that in these two

general heads. (1.) He consenteth to the truth of

all those sayings that testify that sin is most

abominable in itself, dishonourable to God, and

damnable to the soul of man ; for thus saith the

man that cometh to Jesus Christ. Je. xliv. 4. Ro. ii. 23

;

vi. 23. 2 Th. ii. 12. (2.) In tbat he believeth, as the

word hath said, that there is in the world's best

things, righteousness and all, nothing but death and

damnation ; for so also says the man that comes to

Jesus Christ for life. Ro. vii. 24, 25 ; viii. 2, 3. 2 Co. iii. G-8.

2. lie honoureth Christ's person, in that he

believeth that there is life in him, and that he is

able to save him from death, hell, the devil, and

damnation ; for unless a man believes this, he will

not come to Christ for life. lie. vii. 24, 25.

3. He honoureth him, in that he believeth that

he is authorized of the Father to give life to those

that come to him for it. Jn. v. 11, 12 ; ivii 1-3.

VOL. I.

4. He honoureth the priesthood of Jesus Christ.

(1.) In that be believeth that Christ hath mora
power to save from sin by the sacrifice that he hath
offered for it, than hath all law, devils, death, or

sin to condemn. He that believes not this, will

not come to Jesus Christ for life. Ac. xiii. .S8. lie. u.

14, 1.5. Re. i. 17, 18. (2.) In that he believeth that

Christ, according to his office, will be most faitliful

and mercifid in the discharge of his office. Thia
must be included in the faith of him that comes for

life to Jesus Christ. 1 Jn. ii. 1-3. lie. n. 17, 18.

5. Further, He that cometh to Jesus Christ for

life, tslieth part with him against sin, and against

the ragged and imperfect righteousness of the

world
; yea, and against false Christs, and damn-

able errors, that set themselves against the worthi-

ness of his merits and sufficiency. This is evident,

for that such a soul siogleth Christ out from them

all, as the only one that can save.

6. Therefore as Noah, at God's command, thou

preparest this ark, for the saving of thyself, by

which also thou condemnest the world, and art

become heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

He. xi. 7. Wherefore, coming sinner, be content;

he that cometh to Jesus Christ, believeth too that

he is willing to show mercy to, and have com-

passion upon him, though unworthy, that comes

to him for life. And therefore thy soul lieth not

only under a special invitation to come, but under

a promise too of being accepted and forgiven.

Mat. xL 28.

All these particular parts and qualities of faith

are in that soul that comes to Jesus Christ for life,

as is evident to any indifferent judgment. For,

will he that believeth not the testimony of Christ

concerning the baseness of sin, and the insuffi-

ciency of the righteousness of the world, come to

Christ for life? No. He that believeth not this

testimony of the word, comes not. He that

believeth that there is life anywhere else, comes

not. He that questions whether the Father hath

given Christ power to forgive, comes not. He that

thinketh that there is more in sin, in the law, in

death, and the devil, to destroy, than there is iu

Christ to save, comes not. He also that questions

his faithful management of his priesthood for the

salvation of sinners, comes not.

Thou, then, that art indeed the coming sinner,

believest all this. True, perhaps thou dost not

believe with that full assurance, nor hast thou

leisure to take notice of thy faith as to these dis-

tinct acts of it; but yet all this faith is in him

coming to Christ for life. And the faith that thus

worketh, is the faith of the best and purest kind;

because this man conies alone as a sinner, and as

seeing that life is, and is to be had only in Jesus

Christ.

Before I conclude my answer to this objection,

take into thy consideration these two things.
^
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1st. [Consider] that the cities of refuge were

erected for those tliat were dead in law, and

that yet would live by grace ; even for those that

Avere to fly thither for life from the avenger of

blood that pursueth after them. And it is worth

your noting, that those that were upon their flight

thither, are in a peculiar manner called the people

of God: ' Cast ye up, cast ye up,' saith God; ' pre-

pare the way ; take up the stumhlinghlock out of

the way of my people. ' is. ivii. u. This is meant

of preparing the way to the city of refuge, that the

slayers might escape thither ; Avhich flying slayers

are here, by way of specialty, called the people of

God; even those of them that escaped thither for life.

2dly. Consider that of Ahab, when Benhadad

sent to him for life, saying, ' Thus saith thy ser-

vant Benhadad, I pray thee let me live.' Though

Benhadad had sought the crown, kingdom, yea,

and also the life of Ahab, yet how effectually doth

Benhadad prevail with him ! Is Benhadad yet

alive? saith Ahab ; He is my brother ; yea, go ye,

bring him to me. So he made him ride in his

chariot, i Ki. xx.

Coming sinner, what thinkest thou? If Jesus

Christ had as little goodness in him as Ahab, he

might grant an humble Benhadad life; thou neither

beggest of him his crown and dignity ; life, eternal

life, will serve thy turn. How much more then

shalt thou have it, since thou hast to deal with

him who is goodness and mercy itself! yea, since

thou art also called upon, yea, greatly encouraged

by a promise of life, to come unto him for life!

Read also these Scriptures, Nu. nxv. ii, 14, 15. Jos. xx.

1-6. Heb. \-i. lG-21.

Object. 2. When I say I only seek myself, Imean
I do 'not find that I do design God's glory in mine

oivn salvation by Christ, and that makes me fear I
do not come arigJit.

Answ. Where doth Christ Jesus require such a

qualification of those that are coming to him for

life? Come thou for life, and trouble not thy head

with such objections against thyself, and let God
and Christ alone to glorify themselves in the sal-

vation of such a worm as thou art. The Father

saith to the Son, ' Thou art my servant, Israel,

in whom I will be glorified.' God propoundeth
life to sinners, as the argument to prevail with

them to come to him fur life; and Christ says

plainly, ' I am come that they might have life.

'

Jn. X. 10. He hath no need of thy designs, though
thou hast need of his. Eternal life, pardon of

sin, and deUverance from wrath to come, Christ

propounds to thee, and these be the things that

thou hast need of; besides, God will be gracious

and merciful to worthless, undeserving wretches

;

come then as such an one, and lay no stumblino--

blocks in the way to him, but come to him for life,

and live. Jn. v. -H ; x. 10 ; iii. 06. Mat. i. 21 ; Tr. viii. 35, 36.

i Th. i. 10. Jn, li. 23, iC

When the jailor said, ' Sirs, What must I do

to be saved? ' Paul did not so much as once ask

him. What is your end in this question? do you
design the glory of God, in the salvation of your

soul? He had more wit; he knew that such

questions as these would have been but fools'

babbles about, instead of a sufiicient salve* to so

weighty a question as this. Wherefore, since this

poor wretch lacked salvation by Jesus Christ, I

mean to be saved from hell and death, which he

knew, now, was due to him for the sins that he had

committed, Paul bids him, like a poor condemned

sinner as he was, to proceed still in this his way
of self-seeking, saying, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' Ac. xvi. 30—32. I

know that afterwards thou wilt desire to glorify

Christ by walking in the way of his precepts ; but

at present thou wantest life ; the avenger of blood

is behind thee, and the devil like a roaring lion is

behind thee ; well, come now, and obtain life from

these ; and when thou hast obtained some comfort-

able persuasion that thou art made partaker of

life by Christ, then, and not till then, thou wilt

say, ' Bless the Lord, my soul, and all that is

within me bless his holy name. Bless the Lord,

my soul, and forget not all his benefits :t who
forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy

diseases ; who redeemeth thy life from destruction ;

who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender

mercies.' Ps. cUi. 1-4.

Object. 3. But I cannot believe that I come to

CJirist aright, because sometimes Iam apt to question

his very being and office to save.

Thus to do is horrible ; but niayest thou not

judge amiss in this matter?

How can I judge amiss, when I judge as I feel ?

Poor soul ! Thou mayest judge amiss for all

that. Why, saith the sinner, I think that these

questionings come from my heart.

Let me answer. That which comes from thy

heart, comes from thy will and ati'ections, from

thy understanding, judgment, and conscience, for

these must acquiesce in thy questioning, if thy

questioning be with thy heart. And how sayest

thou, for to name no more, dost thou with thy

atfection and conscience thus question ? Answ. No,

my conscience trembles when such thoughts come

into my mind ; and my afi"ections are otherwise

inclined.

Then I conclude, that these things are either

suddenly injected by the devil, or else are the

* ' Salve ;' relief, aid, or help.

' Wiieh Cambell seiuj;, tliough he could not salne,

He done undoe, yet for to sahe his name
And purchase lionour to Ids friend's hehalve,

XUis goodly counterfcsauuce he did frame.'

Spenser's Faert/ Qiiefrt.

f We cannot remember all God's benefits, but how jjroue

we ai-e to forget them all I

—

Ed.
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fruits of tliat body of sin and death that yet dwells

within thee, or perhaps from both together.

If they come wholly from the devil, as they

seem, because thy conscience and affections are

against them, or if they come from that body of

death that is in thee, and be not thou curious in

inquiring from whether of them they come, the

safest way is to lay enough at thy own door

;

nothing of this should hinder thy coming, nor

make thee conclude thou comest not aright.*

And before I leave thee, let me a little query

with thee about this matter.

1. Dost thou like these wicked blasphemies?

Answ. No, no, their presence and working kills me.

2. Dost thou mourn for them, pray against them,

and hate thyself because of them? Answ. Yes,

yes ; but that which afflicts me is, I do not prevail

against them.

3. Dost thou sincerely choose, mightest thou

have thy choice, that thy heart might be affected

and taken with the things that arc best, most

heavenly, and holy? Answ. With all my heart,

and death the next hour, if it were God's will,

i-ather than thus to sin against him.

Well then, thy not liking of them, thy mourn-

ing for them, thy praying against them, and thy

loathing thyself because of them, with thy sincere

choosing of those thoughts for thy delectation that

are heavenly and holy, clearly declares, that these

things are not countenanced either with thy will,

affections, understanding, judgment, or conscience

;

and so, that thy heart is not in them, but that

rather they come immediately from the devil, or

arise from the body of death that is in thy flesh,

of which thou oughtest thus to say, ' Now, then,

it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth

in me.' Ro. vii. n.

I will give thee a pertinent instance. In Deut.

xxii., thou mayest read of a betrothed damsel, one

betrothed to her beloved, one that had given him

her heart and mouth, as thou hast given thyself

to Christ ; yet was she met with as she walked in

the field, by one that forced her, because he was

stronger than she. Well, what judgment now

doth God, the righteous judge, pass upon the

damsel for this ? ' The man only that lay with

her,' saith God, ' shall die. But mito the damsel

thou shalt do nothing ; there is in the damsel no

sin worthy of death. For, as Avhen a man riseth

against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so

* Clu-istiau, in the Valley of tlie Shadow of Death, was thus

exercised -.

—
' I took notice that now poor Christian was so

confoLiuded that he did uot know his own voice; and thus I

perceived it:—Just when he was come over agaiust the mouth

of the hui-ning pit, one of the wicked ones got behind him,

and stepped up softly to him, and whisperingly suggested

many grievous blasphemies to him, which he verily thought had

proceeded from his own mind.' See also Grace Abounding,

No. 100-102.—Ed.

is this matter; for he found her in the field, aind

the betrothed damsel cried, and there was none to

save her. ' De. xxU. 25—27.

Thou art this damsel. The man that forced

thee with these blasphemous thoughts, is the

devil ; and he lightcth upon thee in a fit place,

even in the field, as thou art wandering after Jesus

Christ ; but thou criest out, and by thy cry did

show, that thou abliorrest such wicked lewdness.

Well, the Judge of all the earth will do right ; he

will not lay the sin at thy door, but at his that

offered the violence. And for thy comfort take

this into consideration, that he came to heal them
' that were oppressed of the devil.' Ac. x. 38.

Object. 4. Bat, saith another, I am so heartless,

so slow, and, as I think, so indifferent in my coming,

that, to speak truth, I know not whether my kind of

coming ougld to he called a coming to (J/iiist.

Atisw. You know that 1 told you at first, that

coming to Christ is a moving of the heart and

affections towards him.

But, saith the soul, my dulness and indifferency

in all holy duties, demonstrate my heartlessness

in coming ; and to come, and not with the heart,

signifies nothing at all.

1. The moving of the heart after Christ is not

to be discerned, at all times, by thy sensible affec-

tionate performance of duties, but rather by those

secret groanings and complaints which tliy soul

makes to God agamst that sloth that attends thee

in duties.

2. But grant it to be even as thou sayest it is,

that thou comest so slowly, <fec., yet, since Christ

bids them come that come not at all, surely they

may be accepted that come, though attended with

those infirmities which thou at present groanest

under. He saith, ' And him that cometh
;

' he

saith not. If they come sensible; so fast; but,

'And him that cometh to me I Avill in no wise

cast out. ' He saith also in the ninth of Proverbs,

' As for him that wanteth understanding,' that is,

an heart (for oftentimes the understanding is taken

for the heart), ' come, eat of my bread, and drink

of the wine which I have mingled.'

3. Thou mayest be vehement in thy spirit in

coming to Jesus Christ, and yet be plagued with

sensible sloth; so was the church when she cried,

'Draw me, we will run after thee;' and Paul, when

he said, ' When I would do good, evil is present

with me.' Ca. liv. iio. vii. Ga. V. 19. The works, sti-ug.

glings, and oppositions of the flesh, are more

manifest than are the works of the Spirit in our

hearts, and so are sooner felt than they. ^^ hat

then ? Let us not be discouraged at the siglit and

feeling of our own infirmities, but run the faster to

Jesus Christ for salvation.

4. Get thy heart warmed with the sweet pro-

mise of Christ's acceptance of the coming sinner,

and that will make thee make more haste unto
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him. DIseouragii\£? thouglits tlicy are like unto

cold weather, they benumb the senses, and make

us fo iincainlj about our business; but the sweet

and warm gleads* of promise are like the com-

fortable beams of the sun, which liven and re-

fresh, t You see how little the bee and fly do play

in the air in winter; why, the cold hinders them

from doing it ; but when the wind and sun is warm,

who so busy as they?

5. But again, he that comes to Christ, flies for

his life. Now, there is no man that flies for his

life, that thinks he speeds fast enough on his

journey ; no, could he, he would willingly take a

mile at a step. my slotli and heartlessness,

sayest thou !
* Oh that I had wings like a doTC

!

f(yr then would I fly away, and be at rest. I

would hasten my escape from the windy storm and

tempest. ' rs. iv. 6, 8.

Poor coming soul, thou art like the man that

would ride full gallop, whose horse will hardly

trot! Now, the desire of his mind is not to be

judged of by the slow pace of the dull jade he rides

on, but by the hitching, and kicking, and spurr-

ing, as he sits on his back. Thy flesh is like this

dull jade ; it will not gallop after Christ ; it will

be backward, though thy soul and heaven lie at

stake. J But be of good comfort, Christ judgeth

not according to the fierceness of outward motion,

Mar. X. 17, but according to the sincerity of the heart

and inward parts, in. \. 47. rs. li. 6. Mat. xxvi. 41.

6. Ziba, in appearance, came to David much
faster than did Mephibosheth ; but yet his heart

was not so upright in him to David as was his.

It is true, Mephibosheth had a check from David ;

for, said he, ' Why wentest not thou with me,

Mephibosheth ?
' But when David came to re-

member that Mephibosheth was lame, for that was
his plea— ' thy servant is lame '

(2 Sa. xiz.), he was
content, and concluded, he would have come after

him faster than he did ; and J\lephibosheth appealed

to David, who was in those days as an angel of

God, to know all things that are done in the earth,

if he did not believe that the reason of his back-

wardness lay in his lameness, and not in his mind.
Why, poor coming sinner, thou canst not come to

Christ with that outward swiftness of a courier as

hot,

* 'Warm gleads;' from Saxon glow, anytliiug heated or

• My destiny to beholtl licr iloth mc leade,

And yet I know I ranne into the (/hade.'—Wyatt.—Ed.

+ Many misspend their time in poring upon their own
hearts, to find out some evidence of their interest in Christ,

when they should rather be employed in receiving Clirist, aud
walking in him, by a confident faith grounded on the Divine

testimony.

—

Mason.

X How striking are Bnnyan's illustrations 1 The devil, as a

roaring lion, is in pursuit of the flying sinner; he would flee

faster than his infirmities will let him. "We cannot wonder
that modem preachers borrowed so vi\ id and truthful a figure.

—Ed.

many others do ; but doth the reason of thy back-

wardness lie in thy mind and will, or in the slug-

gishness of the flesh? Canst thou say sincerely,

* The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.'

Mat., xxvi. 41. Yea, canst thou appeal to the Lord

Jesus, who knoweth perfectly the very inmost

thought of thy heart, that this is true ? Then take

this for thy comfort, he hath said, * I will assemble

her that halteth - I will make her that halted a

remnant,' Mi. iv. 6, 'and I will save her that halteth.'

Zep. iii. 19. What canst thou have more from the

sweet lips of the Son of God? But,

7. I read of some that are to follow Christ in

chains ; I say, to come after him in chains. 'Thus

saith the Lord, The labour of Egypt, and mer-

chandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of

stature, shall come over unto thee, and they shall

be thine : they shall come after thee : in chains

they shall come over, and tliey shall fall down unto

thee : they shall make supplication unto thee, say-

ing • Surely there is none else ' to save. is. xiv. 14.

Surely they that come after Christ in chains, come

to him in great difiiculty, because their steps, by

the chains, are straitened.

And what chains are so heavy as those that

discourage thee? Thy chain, which is made up

of guilt and filth, is heavy; it is a wretched bond

about thy neck, by which thy strength doth fail.

La. i. 14 ; iii. 18. But comc, tliough thou comcst in

chains ; it is glory to Christ that a sinner comes

after him in chains. The chinking of thy chains,

though troublesome to thee, are not, nor can bo

obstruction to thy salvation ; it is Christ's work

and glory to save thee from thy chains, to enlarge

thy steps, and set thee at liberty. The blind man,

though called, surely could not come apace to

Jesus Christ, but Christ could stand still, and stay

for him. Mar. x. 49. True, ' He rideth upon the

wings of the wind
;

' but yet he is long-sutFering,

and his long-sufi'ering is salvation to him that

Cometh to him. 2 Pe. ui. 9.

8. Hadst thou seen those that came to the Lord
Jesus in the days of his flesh, how slowly, how
hobbliugly, they came to him, by reason of their

infirmities ; and also how friendly, and kindly, and

graciously, he received them, and gave them the

desire of their hearts, thou wouldest not, as thou

dost, make such objections against thyself, in thy

coming to Jesus Christ.

Object. 5. But, says another, I fear I com&too

IcUe ; I doubt I have staid too long ; I am a/raid

tJie door is shut.

Ansiu. Thou canst never come too late to Jesus

Christ, if thou dost come. This is manifest by two
instances.

1. By the man that came to him at the eleventh

hour. This man was idle all the day long. He
had a whole gospel day to come in, and he played

it all away save only the last hour thereof. But
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at last, at the elcventli hour, he came, and goes

into the vineyard to work witli the rest of the

lahourers, tliat had borne the burden and lieat of

the day. Well, but how was he received by the

lord of the vineyard? Why, when pay-day came,

he had even as much as the rest
; yea, had his

money first. True, the others murmured at him

;

but what did the Lord Jesus answer them ? ' Is

thine eye evil, because I am good? I will give

unto this last, even as unto thee. ' Mat. xx. 14, 15.

2. The other instance is, the thief upon the

cross. He came late also, even as at an hour be-

fore his death
; yea, he stayed from Jesus Christ

as long as he had liberty to be a thief, and longer

too; for could he have deluded the judge, and by

lying words have escaped his just condemnation,

for ought I know, he had not come as yet to his

Saviour; but being convicted, and condemned to

die, yea, fastened to the cross, that he might die

like a rogue, as he was in his life ; behold the Lord

Jesus, when this wicked one, even now, desireth

mercy at his hands, tells him, and that without the

least reflection upon him, for his former misspent

life, 'To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.'

Lu. xxiii. 43. Let no man turn this grace of God into

wantonness. My design is now to encourage the

coming soul.

Object. But is not the door of mercy shut against

some before they die ?

Answ. Yea ; and God forbids that prayers shoidd

be made to him for them. Je. vi. le. Jude 22.

Quest. Then, why may not I doubt that I may
be one of these ?

Answ. By no means, if thou art coming to Jesus

Christ; because when God shuts the door upon

men, he gives them no heart to come to Jesus

Christ. ' None come but those to whom it is given

of the Father.' But thou comest, therefore it is

given to thee of the Father.

Be sure, therefore, if the Father hath given thee

an heart to come to Jesus Christ, the gate of mei-cy

yet stands open to thee. For it stands not with

the wisdom of God to give strength to come to the

birth, and yet to shut up the womb, is. ixvi. o ; to

give grace to come to Jesus Christ, and yet shut

up the door of his mercy upon thee, ' Licline your

ear,' saith he, ' and come unto me: hear, and your

soul shall live ; and I will make an everlasting

covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.'

Is. iv. 3.

Object. But it is said, that some knocked when

the door was shut.

Answ. Yes ; but the texts in which these knockers

are mentioned, are to be referred unto the day of

iudgment, and not to the coming of the sinner to

Christ in this life. See the texts. Mat. xxv. 11. Lu.

xiii. 24, 25. These, therefore, concern thee nothing

at all, that art coming to Jesus Christ, thou art

comino- nuw ! ' Now is the accepted time ; behold,

now is the day of salvation.' 2 Co. vi. 2. Now God
is upon the mercy-seat ; now Christ Jesu.s sits

by, continually pleading the victory of his blood
for sinners ; and now, even as long as this world
lasts, this word of the text shall still be free, and
fully fulfilled ;

' And him that cometh to me I will

in no M'ise cast out.'

Sinner, the greater sinner thou art, the greater

need of mercy thou hast, and the more will Christ

be glorified thereby. Come tlien, come and try ;

come, taste and see how good the Lord is to an
undeserving sinner

!

Object. 6. But, says another, I am fallen since I
began to come to Christ ; therefore I fear I did not

come aright, and so consequently that Christ will not

receive me.

Answ. Falls are dangerous, for they dishonour

Christ, wound the conscience, and cause the ene-

mies of God to speak reproachfully. But it is no

good argument, I am fallen, therefore I was not

coming aright to Jesus Christ. If David, and

Solomon, and Peter, had thus objected against

themselves, tliey had added to their griefs ; and

yet, at least they had as much cause as thou. A
man whose steps are ordered by the Lord, and

whose goings the Lord delights in, may yet bo

overtaken with a temptation that may cause him

to fall.* P3. xxxvii. 23, 24. Did not Aaron fall; yea,

and Moses himself? What shall we say of Heze-

kiah and Jehosaphat ? There are, therefore, falls

and falls ; falls pardonable and falls unpardonable.

Falls unpardonable are falls against light, from the

faith, to the despising of, and trampling upon Jesus

Christ and his blessed undertakings. He. vi. 2-5; x. 23. 29.

Now, as for such, there remains no more sacrifice

for sin. Indeed, they have no heart, no mind, no

desire to come to Jesus Christ for life, therefore

they must perish. Nay, says the Holy Ghost, ' It

is impossible that they should be renewed again

unto repentance.' Therefore these God had no

compassion for, neither ought we ; but for other

falls though they be dreadful, and God will chastise

his people for them, they do not prove thee a grace-

less man, one not coming to Jesus Christ for life.

It is said of the child in the gospel, that while

' he was yet a-coming, the devil threw him down,

and tare him.' Lu. i.'c. 42. Dejected sinner, it is no

wonder tliat thou hast caught a fall in coming to

Jesus Christ. Is it not rather to be wondered at,

that thou hast not caught before this a thousand

times a thousand falls ? considering, I. What fools

we are by nature. 2. What weaknesses are in us.

3. What mighty powers the fallen angels, our im-

placable enemies, are. 4. Considering also how

often the coming man is benighted in his journey

;

* A Christian is 'never safe but when watchful;' he should

keep a jealous eye on his own weakness, and a believing eye

on the promise and power of Christ, and he shall be preserved

from lalliuj'.

—

Mason.
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and also wliat stumblingblocks do lie in liis way.

5. Also his familiars, that were so before, now

watch for his halting, and seek by what means

they may to cause him to fall by the hand of their

strong ones.

What then ? Must we, because of these temp-

tations, incline to fall ? No. Must we not fear

falls ? Yes. ' Let him that thinketh he standeth

take heed lest he fall.' i Co. x. 12. Yet let him not

utterly be cast down ;
' The Lord upholdeth all

that fall, and raiseth up those that are bowed
down. ' Make not light of falls ! Yet, hast thou

fallen? 'Ye have,' said Samuel, 'done all this

wickedness
;

j'et turn not aside from following the

Lord, ' but serve him with a perfect heart, and turn

not aside, 'for the Lord will not forsake his people,'

and he eounteth the coming sinner one of them,
' because it hath pleased to Loi'd to make you his

people. ' 1 Sa. xii. 20-21

[what force there is in the promise to make
them come to christ.]

Second, • Shall come to me.' Now Ave come to

show what force there is in this promise to

MAKE THEM COME TO HIM. ' All that the Father

giveth me shall come to me.' I will speak to

this promise, First, In general. Second, In par-

ticular.

[^Fir&t], In general. This word shall is con-

fined to these all that are given to Christ. ' All

that the Father giveth me shall come to me.'

Hence I conclude,

1. That coming to Jesus Christ aright is an
effect of their being, of God, given to Christ before.

Mark, They shall come. Who ? Tliose that are

given. They come, then, because they were given,

'Thine they were, and thou gavest them me.'

Now, this is indeed a singular comfort to them
that are coming in truth to Christ, to think that

the reason why they come is, because they were
given of the Father before to him. Thus, then,

may the coming soul reason with himself as he
comes. Am I coming, indeed, to Jesus Christ ?

This coming of mine is not to be attributed to

me or my goodness, but to the grace and gift of
God to Christ. God gave first my person to
hnn, and, therefore, hath now given me a heart to

come.

2. This word, sMll come, makcth thy coming
not only the fruit of the gift of the Father, but
also of the purpose of the Son; for these words
arc a Divine purpose ; they show us the heavenly
determination of the Son. 'The Father hath
given them to me, and they shall ; yea, they shall

come to me.' Clu-ist is as full in his resolution to

save those given to him as is the Father in givino-

of them. Christ prizeth the gift of his Father; he
will lose nothing of it ; he is resolved to save it

every whit by his blood, and to raise it up again
at the last day ; and thus he fulfils his Father's
will, and accomplisheth his own desires, jn. vi. 39.

3. These words, shall come, make thy coming
to be also the effect of an absolute promise ; com-
ing sinner, thou art concluded in a promise;
thy coming is the fruit of the faithfulness of an
absolute promise. It was this promise, by the

virtue of which thou at first receivedst strength to

come ; and this is the promise, by the virtue of

which thou shalt be effectually brought to him.

It was said to Abraham, ' At this time will I come,

and Sarah shall have a son.' This son was Isaac.

Mark! 'Sarah shall have a son;' there is the pro-

mise. And Sarah had a son ; there was the ful-

filling of the promise ; and, therefore, was Isaac

called the child of the promise. Ge. ivii. 19; xviii. 10.

Ro. ix. 9.

Sarah shall have a son. But how, if Sarah be

past age ? Why, still the promise continues to say,

Sarah shall have a son. But how, if Sarah be

barren ? Why, still the promise says, Sarah shall

have a son. But Abraham's body is now dead ?

Why, the promise is still the same, Sarah shall

have a son. Thus, you see what virtue there is in

an absolute promise ; it carrieth enough in its own
bowels to accomplish the thing promised, whether

there be means or no in us to effect it. Where-
fore, this promise in the text, being an absolute

promise, by virtue of it, not by virtue of ourselves,

or by our own inducements, do we come to Jesus

Christ : for so are the words of the text :
' All that

the Father giveth me shall come to me,'

Therefore is every sincere comer to Jesus Christ

called also a child of the promise. ' Now we,

brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of pro-

mise,' Ga. iv. 28; that is, we are the children that

God hath promised to Jesus Christ, and given to

him
; yea, the children that Jesus Christ hath pro-

mised shall come to him. * All that the Father

giveth me shall come.'

4. This word, shall come, engageth Christ to

communicate all manner of grace to those thus

given him to make them effectually to come to

him. ' They shall come ;' that is, not if they will,

but if grace, all grace, if power, wisdom, a new
heart, and the Holy Spirit, and all joining together,

can make them come. I say, this word, shall

come, being absolute, hath no dependence upon

our own will, or power, or goodness ; but it en-

gageth for us even God himself, Christ himself,

the Spirit himself. When God had made that

absolute promise to Abraham, that Sarah ' should

have a son,' Abraham did not at all look at any
qualification in himself, because the promise looked

at none; but as God had, by the promise, abso-

lutely promised him a son ; so he considered now
not his own body now dead, nor yet the barren-

ness of Sarah's womb. ' lie staggered not at tha
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promise of God through unbelief; but was strono-

in faith, giving glory to God ; and being fully per-

suaded that what he had promised he was able

also to pei-form. ' Ro. iv. 20, 21. He had promised, and
had promised absolutely, Sarah shall have a son.

Therefore, Abraham looks that ho, to wit, God,

must fulfil the condition of it. Neither is this

expectation of Abraham disapproved by the Holy

Ghost, but accounted good and laudable ; it being

that by which he gave glory to God. The Father,

also, hath given to Christ a certain number of

soids for him to save ; and he himself hath said,

' They shall come to him.' Let the church of God
then live in a joyful expectation of the utmost

accomplishment of this promise ; for assuredly it

shall be fulfilled, and not one thousandth part of

a tittle thereof shall fail. * They suall come to

me.'

\_Second, In particular.'] And now, before I go

any further, I will more particularly inquire into

the nature of an absolute jyromise.

1. We call that an absolute promise tJiat is made
without any condition ; or more fully thus : That

is an absolute promise of God, or of Christ, which

maketh over to this or that man any saving, spirit-

ual blessing, without a condition to be done on

our part for the obtaining thereof. And this we
have in hand is such an one. Let the best Master

of Arts on earth show me, if he can, any condition

in this text depending upon any qualification in us,

which is not by the same promise concluded, shall

be by the Lord Jesus effected in us.

2. An absolute promise therefore is, as we say,

without if or and ; that is, it requirelh nothing of

lis, that itself might be accomjilished. It saith not,

They shall, if they will ; but they shall : not, they

shall, if they use the means ; but, they shall.

You may say, that a will and the use of the means

is supposed, though not expressed. But I answer.

No, by no means ; that is, as a condition of this

promise. If they be at all included in the promise,

they are included there as the fruit of the absolute

promise, not as if it expected the qualification to

arise from us. ' Thy people shall be willing in the

day of thy power.' Ps. ex. 3. That is another abso-

lute promise. But doth that promise suppose a

willingness in us, as a condition of God's making

us willing ? They shall be willing, if they are

willing ; or, they shall be willing, if they will be

willing. This is ridiculous ; there is nothing of

this supposed. The promise is absolute as to us

;

all that it engageth for its own accomplishment is,

the mighty power of Christ and his faithfulness to

accomplish.

3. The difference, therefore, betwi-xt tlie absolute

and conditional promise is this

:

(1.) They difl'er in their terms. The absolute

promises say, I will, and you shall : the other, 1

will, if you will ; or, Do this, and thou shall live.

Je. rud. 31—33. Eze. rcxvi. 21—34. He. viii. 7—13. Je. iv. 1. Ezc

rriii. 30—32. Mat. xix. 21.

(2.) They differ in their way of communicating

of good things to men ; the absolute ones com-
municate things freely, only of grace ; the other,

if there be that qualification in us, that the pro-

mise calls for, not else.

(3.) The absolute promises therefore engage
God, the other engage us : I mean, God only, us

only.

(i.) Absolute promises must be fulfilled ; condi-

tional may, or may not be fulfilled. The absolute

ones must be fulfilled, because of the faithfulness

of God; the other may not, because of the unfaith-

fulness of men.

(5.) Absolute promises have therefore a suffi-

ciency in themselves to bring about their own ful-

filling ; the conditional have not so. The absolute

promise is therefore a big-bellied promise, because

it hath in itself a fulness of all desired things for

us ; and will, when the time of that promise is

come, yield to us mortals that which will verily

save us ; yea, and make us capable of answering

of the demands of the promise that is conditional.

4. Wherefore, though there be a real, yea, an

eternal difference, in these things, with others,

betwixt the conditional and absolute promise
; yet

again, in other respects, there is a blessed liarmony

betwixt them ; as may be seen in these particulars.

The conditional promise calls for repentance, the

absolute promise gives it, Ac. v. 31. The conditional

promise calls for faith, the absolute promise gives

it. Zep. iii. 12. Ro. xv. 12. The conditional promise

calls for a new heart, the absolute promise gives

it. Eze. xxx\i. 25, 2G. The Conditional promise callcth

for holy obedience, the absolute promise giveth it,

or causeth it. Eze. xixvi. 27.

5. And as they harmoniously agree in this, so

again the conditional joromise blesseth the man, wJio

by the absolute promise is endued with its fruit. As,

for instance, the absolute promise maketh men

upright ; and then the conditional follows, saying,

' Blessed are the undcfilcd in the way, who walk

in the law of the Lord.' I's. cxix. 1. The absolute

promise giveth to this man the fear of the Lord

;

and then the conditional foUoweth, saying, ' Blessed

is every that fearcth the Lord. ' Ps. cxxviu. 1. The

absolute promise giveth faith, and then this con-

ditional follows, saying, ' Blessed is she that be-

lieved.' Zcp. Hi. 12. Lu. i. 45. The absolute promise

brings free forgiveness of sins ; and then says the

condition, 'Blessed are they whose iniquities are

forgiven, and whose sins are covered.' Ro. iv. 7.

The absolute promise says, that God's elect shall

hold out to the end ; then the conditional follows

with his blessings, ' He that shall endure unto tho

end, the same shall be saved.' 1 Pe. i. 4-6. Mat. xxiv. 13.

Thus do the promises gloriously serve one an-

other and us, in this their hanuoulous agreement.
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Now, the promise under consideration is an

absolute promise, 'AH that the Father giveth

me shall come to me.'

Tliis promise therefore is, as is said, a big-bellied

promise, and hath in itself all those things to be-

stow upon us that the conditional calleth for at

our hands. They shall come ! Shall they come ?

Yes, they shall come. But how, if they want

those things, those graces, power, and heart, with-

out Avhich they cannot come ? Why, SJudl-come

answereth all this, and all things else that may in

this manner be objected. And here I will take

the liberty to amplify things.

[Objections to the absoluteness of this promise [the

force 0/ Siiall-come) answered.]

Object. 1. But tliey are dead, dead in trespasses

and sins, how shall they then come ?

A)isw. Why, SJudl-come can raise them from

this death. ' The hour is coming, and now is,

•when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of

God, and they that hear shall live.' Thus, there-

fore, is this impediment by ShaM-come removed out

of the way. They shall heal, they shall live.

Object. 2. But they are Satan's captives ; he takes

them captive at his will, and lie is stronger than

they : how then can they come ?

Answ. Why, Shall-come hath also provided an

help for this. Satan had bound that daughter of

Abraham so, that she could by no means lift up

herself; but yet Shall-come set her free both in

body and soul. Christ will have them turned

from the power of Satan to God. But what !

Must it be, if they turn themselves, or do some-

thing to merit of him to turn them ? No, he will

do it freely, of his own good will. Alas ! Man,

whose soul is possessed by the devil, is turned

whithersoever that governor listeth, is taken cap-

tive by him, notwithstanding its natural powers,

at his will ; but what will he do ? Will he hold

him when SItall-come puts forth itself, will he then

let* him, for coming to Jesus Christ ? No, that

cannot be ! His power is but the power of a fallen

angel, but Shall-come is the Word of God. There-

fore ShaU-come must be fulfilled ;
' and the gates

of hell shall not prevail against it,

'

There were seven devils in ]\Iary Magdalene,
too many for her to get from under the power of

;

but when the time was come that Slmll-come was
to be fulfilled upon her, they give place, iiy from
lier, and she comes indeed to Jesus Christ, accord-

ing as it is written, ' All that the Father giveth

me shall come to me.'

The man that was possessed with a legion.

Mar. v., was too much by them captivated for him
by human force to come

; yea, had he had, to boot,

* 'Let him;' hinder liim. See 2 Th. ii. 7- Obsolete.—

Imperial Dictionary.—Ed.

all the men under heaven to help him, had he that

said, He shall come, withheld his mighty power:

but when this promise was to be fulfilled upon him,

then he comes ; nor could all their power hinder

his coming. It was also this Shall-come that pre-

served him from death; when by these evil spirits

he was hurled hither and thither ; and it was by

the virtue of Shall-come that at last he was set at

liberty from them, and enabled indeed to come to

Christ. All that the Father giveth me shall

come to me.'

Object. 3. Tliey shall, you say ; but hoio if tJiey

will not; and, if so, then what can ShaU-come do?

Answ. True, there are some men say, ' We are

lords; we will come no more unto thee.' Je. ii. 31.

But as God says in another case, if they are con-

cerned in Shall-come to me, they 'shall know whose

words shall stand, mine or theirs, ' Je. xii. 28. Here,

then, is the case ; we must now see who will be

the liar, he that saith, I will not ; or he that saith,

He shall come to me. You shall come, says God

;

I will not come, saith the sinner. Now, as sure

as he is concerned in this Shall-come, God will

make that man eat his own words ; for I will not,

is the unadvised conclusion of a crazy-headed sin-

ner ; but SJiall-come was spoken by him that is of

power to perform his word, * Son, go work to-day

in my vineyard,' said the Father. But he an-

swered, and said, I will not come. What now ?

will he be able to stand to his refusal ? will he

pursue his desperate denial ? No, ' he afterwards

repented and went,' But how came he by that

repentance ? Wh^', it was wrapped up for him in

the absolute promise ; and therefore, notwithstand-

ing he said, ' I will not, he afterwards repented

and went,' By this parable Jesus Christ sets

forth the obstinacy of the sinners of the world, as

touching their coming to him ; they will not come,

though threatened: yea, though life be offered

them upon condition of coming.

But now, when ShaU-come, the absolute promise

of God, comes to be fulfilled upon them, then they

come ; because by that promise a cure is provided

against the rebellion of their will. ' Thy people

shall be willing in the day of thy power, ' Ps ex. 3.

Thy people, what people ? Why, the people that

thy Father hath given thee. The obstinacy and

plague that is in the will of that people, shall be

taken away; and they shall be made willing;

Shall-come will make them willing to come to thee.

He that had seen Paul in the midst of his out-

rages against Christ, his gospel, and people, would

hardly have thought that he would ever have been

a follower of Jesus Christ, especially since he went

not against his conscience in his persecuting of

them. He thought verily that he ought to do

what he did. But we may see what Siiall-come

can do, when it comes to be fulfilled upon the soul

of a rebellious sinner: he was a chosen vessel,
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given by the Father to the Son ; and now the tune

hehig come tliat Shall-come was to take him in

hantl, behohl, he is over-mastered, astonished, and
with tremhUng and reverence, in a moment be-

comes wilHiig to be obedient to the heavenly call.

Ac. ix.

And were not they far gone, that you read of,

Ac. ii., who had their hands and hearts in the mur-
der of the Son of God ; and to show their resolved-

ness never to repent of that horrid fact, said, ' Ilis

blood he on us and on our children ?' But must
their obstinacy rule ? Must they be bound to

their own ruin, by the rebellion of their stubborn

wills ? No, not those of these the Fatlier gave to

Christ ; wherefore, at the times appointed, Shall-

come breaks in among them ; the absolute promise

takes them in hand ; and then they come indeed,

crying out to Peter, and the rest of the apostles,

'Men and brethren, what shall we do?' No
stubbornness of man's will can stand, when God
hath absolutely said the contrary ; Shall-come can

make them come ' as doves to their windows,' that

had afore resolved never to come to him.

The Lord spake unto Manassch, and to his

people, by the prophets, but would he hear? No,

he would not. But shall Manasseli come off thus?

No, he sliall not. Therefore, he being also one of

those whom the Father had given to the Son, and

so falling within the bounds and reach of Shall-come,

at last Shall-come takes him in hand, and then he

comes indeed. He comes bowing and bending ; he

humbles himself greatly, and made supplication to

tiie Lord, and prayed unto him ; and lie was entreated

of him, and had mercy upon him. 2Ch. xxx. lo.

The thief upon the cross, at first, did rail with his

fellow upon Jesus Christ; but he was one that the

Father had given to him, and, therefore, Shall-come

must handle him and his rebellious will. And be-

hold, so soon as he is dealt withal, by virtue of that

absolute promise, how soon he buckleth, leaves his

railing, falls to supplicating of the Son of God for

mercy; 'Lord,' saith he, 'Remember me when thou

comest into thy kingdom.' Mat. xxvU. 44. i.u. xxiii. 40—42.

Object. 4. They shall come, say you, hut how if

they he hlind, and see not the way ? For some are

kept off from Christ, not only by the obstinacy of

iheir will, but by the blindness of their mind. Now,

if they be blind, how shall they come?

Ansio. The question is not. Are they blind ? But,

Are they within the reach and power 0? Shall-covie?

If so, that Christ that said, they shall come, will

lind them eyes, or a guide or both, to bring them

to himself. ' Must is for the king.' If they shall

come, they shall come. No impediment shall hinder.

The Thessalonians' darkness did not hinder them

from being the children of light ; 'I am come,' said

Christ, ' that they which see not might see.' And
if he saith. See, ye 'blind that have eyes,' who shall

Iiinder it? Ep. v. 8. Ju. ix. ;». is. xxi\. 18; xiiu. 8.

VOL. I.

This promise, therefore, is, as I said, a big-bellied

promise, having in the bowels of it, all things that

shall occur to the comjjlete fulfilling of itself. They

shall come. But it is ohjccted, that they are blind.

Well, Shall-come is still the same, and continueth

to say, 'They shall come to me.' Therefore he

saith again, ' I will bring the blind by a way thai

they know not, I will lead them in paths t/iaf, they

have not known ; I will make darkness light before

them, and crooked things straight. Tliese things

will I do unto them, and not forsake them.' is. xiii. lo.

I\Iark, I will bring them, though they be blind;

I will bring them by a way they know not; I will

— I will ; and therefore ' they shall come to me.'

Ohject. 5. But how, iftJiey Jiave exceeded many in

sin, and so made themselves far more ahominable ?

They are the ring-leading sinners in the county,

the town, or family.

Ansio. What tlien ? Shall that hinder the execu-

tion of Shall-come ? It is not transgi'essions, nor

sins, nor all their transgressions in all their sins,

if they by the Father are given to Christ to save

them, that shall hinder this promise, that it should

not be fulfilled upon them. ' In those days, and in

that time,' saith the Lord, ' the iniquity of Israel

shall be sought for, and iJtere shall he none ; and

the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found.'

Je. 1. 20. Not that they had none, for they abounded

in transgression, 2 ch. xxxiii. 9. Eze. xvi. 48, but God

would pardon, cover, hide, and put them away, by

virtue of his absolute promise, by which they are

given to Christ to save them. '.And I will elean.<e

them from all their iniquity, whereby they have

sinned against me ; and I will pardon all their

iniquities, whereby they have trangressed against

me. And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise,

and an honour before all the nations of the earth,

which shall hear all the good that I do unto them ;

and they shall fear and tremble for all the good-

ness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto

it.' Je. xxxiii. 8, 9.

Object. 6. But how, if they have not faith and

repentance! IIow shall they come tlicn?

Answ. Why, he that saith. They s//aZ^ come, shall

he not make it good ? If they shall come, they

shall come ; and he that hath said, they shall come,

if faith and repentance be the way to come, as in-

deed they are, then faith and repentance shall bo

given to them ! for Shall-come must be fulfilled on

them.

1. Faith shall be given them. ' I will also leave

in the midst of thee an laftlicted and poor people,

and they shall trust- in the name of the Lord.'

' There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall

rise to roign over the Gentiles ; in him shall the

Gentiles trust.' Zcp. iii. 12. Ko. xv. 12.

2. They shall have repentance. He is c-xalted

to give repentance. ' They shall come weeping,

and seeking the Lord their Gud.' And agam^

2 K
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' With weeping and supplication will 1 lead them.'

Ac. T. 31. Je. ixxi. 9.

I told jou before, that an absolute promise hath

all conditional ones in the belly of it, and also pro-

vision to answer all those qualifications, that they

propound to him that seekcth for their benefit.

And it must be so ; for if Shall-come be an absolute

promise, as indeed it is, then it must be fulfilled

upon every of those concerned therein. I say, it

must be fulfilled, if God can by grace, and his

absolute will, fulfil it. Besides, since coming and
believing is all one, according to Jn. vi. 35, 'He that

Cometh to me shall never hunger, and he tliat

believeth on me shall never thirst,' then, when he

saith tliey sliall come, it is as much as to say, they

shall believe, and consequently repent, to the saving

of the soul.

So then the present want of faith and repentance

cannot make this promise of God of none eff"ect

;

because that this promise hath in it to give what
others call for and expect. I will give them an
heart, I will give them my Spirit, I will give them
repentance, I will give them faith, Mark these

words :
* If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-

ture.' But how came he to be a 'new creature, 'since

none can create but God? Why, God indeed doth
make them ' new creatures.' ' Behold,' saith he, 'I

make all things new.' And hence it follows, even
after he had said they are ' new creatures,' 'and all

things are of God;' that is, all this new creation

Btandeth in the several operations, and special work-
ings of the Spirit of grace, who is God. 2 Co. v. 17, I8.

Object. 7. But how shall they escape all those dan-
gerous and damnable opinions, that, like rocks and
quicksands, are in (lie way in ivhich they are going ?

Answ. Indeed this age is an age of eri-ors, if

ever there was an age of errors in the world ; but
yet the gift of the Father, laid claim to by the Son
in the text, must needs escape them, and in con-
clusion come to him. There are a company of

Shall-comes in the Bible that doth secure them ; not
but that they may be assaulted by them ; yea, and
also for the time entangled and detained by them
from the Bishop of their souls, but these Shall-
comes will break those chains and fetters, that those
given to Christ are entangled in, and they shall come,
because he hath said they shall come to him.

Indeed, errors are like that whore of whom you
read in the Proverbs, that sitteth in her seat in the
high places of the city, ' to call passengers who go
right on their ways.' Pr. ix. 13-iG. But the persons,
as I said, that by the Father are given to the Son
to save them, are, at one time or other, secured by
' shall come to me.'

And therefore of such it is said, God will guide
them with his eye, with his counsels, by his Spirit,
and that in the way of peace ; by the springs of
water, and into all trutli. Ps. xxxii. 8;ixxiii. 24. jn. xvi. 13.

Lu. i. vj. i8. xiu. 10. So then he that hath such a n-uide.

and all that the Father giveth to Christ shall have

it, he shall escape those dangers, he shall not err

in the way; yea, though he be a fool, he shall noc

err therein, is. xxxv. 8, for of every such an one it ia

said, ' Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee,

saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye

turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the

left. ' la. XXX 21.

There were thieves and robbers before Christ's

coming, as there are also now ; but, said he, ' The
sheep did not hear them.' And why did they not

hear them, but because they were under the power
of Shall-come, that absolute promise, that had that

grace in itself to bestow upon them, as could make
them able rightly to distinguish of voices, ' My
sheep hear my voice.' But how came they to hear

it ? Why, to them it is given to know and to hear,

and that distinguishingly. Jn. x. 8, I6; v. 25. Ep. v. 14.

Further, The very plain sentence of the text

makes provision against all these things ; for, saith

it, ' All that the Father giveth me shall come to

me ;' that is, shall not be stopped, or be allured to

take up anywhere short of me, nor shall they turn

aside, to abide with any besides me.

\Imp)ort of the words to me.]

' Shall come TO me.'—To me. By these words

there is further insinuated, though not expressed, a

double cause of their coming to him. First. There

is in Christ a fulness of all-sufliciency of that, even

of all that which is needful to make us happy.

Second. Those that indeed come to him, do there-

fore come to him that they may receive it at his

hand.

First. For the first of these, there is in Christ a

fulness of all-sufficiency of all titat, even of all Vaai

which is needful to make us happy. Hence it is

said, ' For it pleased the Father that in him should

all fulness dwell.' Coi. i. 19. And again, * Of his ful-

ness have all we received, and grace for grace
'

Jn. i. 16. It is also said of him, that his riches arc

unsearchable—'the unsearchable riches of Christ.'

Ep. iii. 8. Hear what he saith of himself, ' Riches

and honour are with me ; yea, durable riches and

righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, yea,

than fine gold ; and my revenue than choice silver.

I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of

the paths ofjudgment ; that I may cause those that

love me to inherit substance. And I will fill their

treasures.' Pr. vUi. I8-21.

This in general. But, more particularly,

1. There is that light in Christ, that is sufficient

to lead them out of, and from all that darkness, in

the midst of which all others, but them that come

to him, stumble, and fall and perish: 'I am the

light of the world,' saith he, ' he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light

of life.' Ju. viii. 12. Man by nature is in darkness,

and walkcth iji darkness, and knows not whither
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lie goes, for tlarlcness Lath Lliuded his eyes ; neither

can anything hut Jesus Christ lead men out of this

darkness. Natural conscience cannot do it ; the

ten commandments, though in the heart of man,
cannot do it. This prerogative helongs only to

Jesus Christ.

2. There is that life in Christ, that is to be found

nowhere else. Jn. v. 40. Life, as a principle in the

soul, by which it shall he acted and enabled to do
that which through him is pleasing to God. ' He
that believeth in,' or cometh to, 'me,' saith he,

as the Scripture hath said, * out of his belly shall

flow rivers of living water.' Jn. vii. 38. Without this

life a man is dead, whether he be bad, or whether

he be good ; that is, good in his own, and other

men's esteem. There is no true and eternal life

but what is in the Me that speaketh in tlie text.

There is also life for tliose that come to him, to

be had by faith in his flesh and blood. ' He that

eateth me, even he shall live by me.' Jn. vi. 57.

And this is a life against that death that comes

by the guilt of sin, and the curse of the law, under

which all men are, and for ever must be, unless

they eat the me that speaks in the text. ' Whoso
findeth me,' saith he, ' findeth life;' deliverance

from that everlasting death and destruction, that,

without me, he shall be devoured by. rr. viii. 35.

Nothing is more desirable than life, to him that

liath in himself the sentence of condemnation ; and

here only is life to be found. This life, to wit,

eternal life, this life is in his Son ; that is, in him

that saith in the text, ' All that the Father hath

given me shall come to me.' 1 Jn. v. 10.

3. The person speaking in the text, is he alone

by whom poor sinners have admittance to, and

acceptance with the Father, because of the glory

of his righteousness, by and in which he presenteth

them amiable and spotless in his sight ; neither is

there any way besides him so to come to the

Father :
' I am the way,' says he, ' and the truth,

and the life ; no man cometh to the Father but

by me.' Jn. xiv. 6. All other Avays to God are dead

and damnable ; the destroying cherubim stand

with flaming swords, turning every way to keep

all others from his presence. Ge. iii. 24. I say, all

others but them that come by him. ' I am the

door; by me,' saith he, 'if any man enter in, he

shall be saved.' Jn. x. 9.

The person speaking in the text is he, and only

HE, that can give stable and everlasting peace

;

therefore, saith he, 'My peace I give unto you,'

My peace, which is a peace with God, peace of

conscience, and that of an everlasting duration.

My peace, peace that cannot be matched, ' not as

the world giveth, give I unto you ;' for the world's

peace is but carnal and transitory, but mine is

Divine and eternal. Hence it is called the peace

of God, and that passcth all understanding.

4. The person speaking in the text hath enougli

of all things truly spiritually good, to satisfy the

desires of every longing soul. ' Jesus stood and
cried, saying. If any man thirst, let him como
unto me, and drink.' And to him that is athirst,

' I will give of the fountain of the water of life

freely.' Jn. vii. S7. I?e. xii. G.

5. With the person speaking in the text is power
to perfect and defend, and deliver those that como
to him for safe-guard. ' All power,' saith lie, ' is

given unto me in heaven and eartli.' Mat. .wviii. is.

Thus might I multiply instances in this nature

in abundance. But,

Second. Tliey titat in truth do come to Mm, do
therefore come to him that they migJit receive it at his

hand. They come for light, they come for life,

they come for reconciliation with God: they also

come for peace, they come that their soul may be

satisfied with spiritual good, and that they may be

protected by him against all spiritual and eternal

damnation ; and he alone is able to give them all

this, to the filling of their joy to the full, as they

also find when they come to him. This is evident,

1. From the plain declaration of those that

already are come to him. ' Being justified by

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord

Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by

faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice

in hope of the glory of God.' Ro. v. 1, 2.

2. It is evident also, in that while they keep

their eyes upon him, they never desire to change

him for another, or to add to themselves some

other thing, together with him, to make up their

spiritual joy. 'God forbid,' saith Paul, ' that I

should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus

Christ.' ' Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but

loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ

Jesus my Lord : for whom I have suffered the loss

of all things, and do count them but dung, that I

may win Christ, and be found in him, not having

mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but

that which is through the faith of Christ, the

righteousness which is of God by faith.' Phi. iii. 8, 9.

3. It is evident also, by their earnest desires

that others might be made partakers of their

blessedness. 'Brethren,' said Paul, ' my heart's

desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they

might be saved.' That is, that way that he ex-

pected to be saved himself. As he saith also to

the Galatians, 'Brethren,' saith he, ' I beseech

you, be as I am ; for I am as ye are
;

' that is, I

am a sinner as you are. Now, I beseech you, seek

for life, as I am seeking of it; as who should say,

For tliere is a sufficiency in the Lord Jusus both

for me and you.

4. It is evident also, by the triumph that sucli

men make over all their enemies, both bodily and

ghostly: ' Now thanks be unto God,' said Paul,

' which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.

And, * who shall separate us from the love of Christ
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our Lord? and again, '0 death, where is thy

Bting? grave, where is thy victory? The

sting of death is sin, and the strength of shi is the

Jaw; but tlianks he to God, wliieh giveth us the

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Co. ii. u.

Uo. viii. 35. 1 Co. xv. 55, 5G.

5. It is evident also, for that they arc made by

the glory of that which they have found in him, to

sufl'er and endure what the devil and hell itself

hath or could invent, as a means to separate them

irom him. Again, ' Who sliall separate us from

the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,

or sword ? as it is written, For thy sake we are

killed all the day long, we are accounted as sheep

for the slaugiiter. Nay, in all these things we are

more than conquerors, through him that loved us.

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,

nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

things present, nor things to come, nor height,

nor depth, nor an}' other creature, shall be able to

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord.' Ro. viii. 35—.39.

' Shall come to me.' Oh ! the heart-attracting

glory that is in Jesus Christ, when he is discovered,

to draw those to him that are given to him of the

Father; therefore those that came of old, rendered

this as the cause of their coming to him :
' And

we beheld his glory, as of the only begotten of the

Father.' jn. i. i4. And the reason why others come

not, but perish in their sins, is for want of a sight

of his glory :
' If our gospel be hid, it is hid to

them that are lost: in whom the God of this

Vorld hath blinded the minds of them that believe

not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,

who is the image of God, should shine unto

them.' 2 Co. iv. 3, 4.

Tliere is therefore heart- pulling glory in Jesus

Christ, which, when discovered, draws the man to

him ; wherefore by shall come to one, Christ may
mean, when his glory is discovered, then they must

come, then they shall come to me. Therefore, as

the true comers come with weeping and relenting,

as being sensible of their own vileuess, so again it

is said, that ' the ransomed of the Lord shall re-

turn, and come to Zion with songs and everlast-

J"S" j"^y "1'"" their heads ; they shall obtain joy

and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall tiee

away.' That is, at the sight of the glory of that

grace that shows itself to tliem now in the face of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the hopes that they

now have of being with him in the heavenly taber-

nacles. Therefore it saith again, * With gladness

and rejoicing shall they be brought; they shall

cuter into the King's palace.' u. xxxv. io;ii. ii. Ps.

xiv. 15. There is thorcfuro heart-attracting glory

in the Lord Jesus Christ, which, when discovered,

subjects the heart to the Wtrd, and njakes us come

to him.

It is said of Abraham, that when he dwelt in

Mesopotamia, ' the God of glory appeared unto

him,' saying, ' Get thee out of thy country.' And
what then? Why, away he went from his house

and friends, and all the world could not stay him.

' Now,' as the Psalmist says, ' Who is this King
of glory?' he answers, 'The Lord, mighty in

battle.' Vs. xxiv. 8. And who was that, but he that

'spoiled principalities and powers,' when he did

hang upon the tree, triumphing over them thereon?

And who was that but Jesus Christ, even the

person speaking in the text? Therefore he said

of Abraham, ' lie saw his day. Yea,' saith he to

the Jews, ' your father Abraham rejoiced to see

my day, and he saw it, and was glad.' Col. iL 15.

Ja. ii. 23. Jn. viii. 56.

Indeed, the carnal man says, at least in Jiis

heart, ' There is no form or comeliness in Christ

;

and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that

we should desire him,' is. liii. 2; but he lies. This

he speaks, as having never seen him. But they

that stand in his house, and look upon him through

the glass of his Word, by the help of his Holy

Spirit, they will tell you other things. ' But wo

all,' say they, 'with open face, beholding as in a

glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the

same image from glory to glory.' 2 Co. iii. 18. They

see glory in his person, glory in his undertakings,

glory in the merit of his blood, and glory in the

perfection of his righteousnes ;
yea, heart-atfecting,

heart-sweetening, and heart-changing glory !

Indeed, his glory is veiled, and cannot be seen

but as discovered by the Father. Mat. xi. 27. It is

veiled with flesh, with meanness of descent from

the flesh, and witli that ignominy and shame that

attended him in the flesh ; but they that can, in

God's light, see through these things, they shall

see glory in him
;
yea, such glory as will draw and

pull their hearts unto him.

Moses was the adopted son of Pharaoh's

daughter ; and for aught I know, had been king

at last, had he now conformed to the present

vanities that were there at court ; but he could

not, he would not do it. Why? Wliat was the

matter ? Why ! he saw more in the worst of

Christ (bear with the expression), than he saw in

the best of all the treasures of the land of Egypt.

He 'refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's

daughter; choosino- rather to sufler afliiction with

the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of

sin for a season ; esteeming the reproach of Christ

greater riches than the treasures in Egypt ; for he

had respect unto the recompence of the reward.

He forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the

king.' But wiiat emboldened him thus to do ?

Why, 'he endured;' for he had a sight of the

person speaking in the text. ' He endured, as

seeing him who is invisible.' But I say, would :i

sight of Jesus have thus taken away Moses' heart
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from a crown, and a kingdom, &c., had lie not by
'

that siglit seen more in him tlian was to be seen

in tliem? He. xl 24—26.

Therefore, when he saith, shall come to me, he
means, they shall have a discovery of the glory of

the grace that is in him ; and the beauty and glory

of that is of such virtue, that it constraineth, and
forceth, with a blessed violency, the hearts of

those that are given to him.
[

Moses, of whom we spake before, was no child

when he was thus taken with the beauteous glory

of his Lord. He was forty years old, and so con-

sequently Avas able, being a man of that wisdom
and opportunity as he was, to make the best judg-

ment of the things, and of the goodness of them
that was before him in the land of Egypt. But
he, even he it was, that set that low esteem upon

the glory of Egypt, as to count it not worth the

meddling with, when he had a sight of this Lord

Jesus Christ. This wicked world thinks, that the

fancies of a heaven, and a happiness hereafter, may
serve well enough to take the heart of such, as

either have not the world's good things to delight

in ; or that are fools, and know not how to delight

themselves therein. But let them know again,

that we have had men of all ranks and qualities,

that have been taken with the glory of our Lord

Jesus, and have left all to follow him. As Abel,

Seth, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, jMoses,

Samuel, David, Solomon ; and who not, that had

either wit or grace, to savour heavenly things?

Indeed none can stand off from him, nor any

longer hold out against him, to whom he reveals

the glory of his grace.

[the peomise to those coming to christ.]

* And him that cometii to me / vjill in no wise

cast out.'

By these words our Lord Jesus doth set forth

yet more amply the great goodness of his nature

towards the coming sinner. Before, he said, They

shall come ; and here he declareth. That with

heart and affections he will receive them. But, by

the way, let me speak one word or two to the

seeming conditionality of this promise with which

now I have to do. ' And him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out.' Where it is evident,

may some say, that Christ's receiving us to mercy

depends upon our coming, and so our salvation by

Christ is conditional. If we come, we shall be

received; if not, we shall not; for that is fully

intimated by the words. The promise of reception

is only to him that cometh. ' And him that com-

eth.' I answer, that the coming in these words

mentioned, as a condition of being received to life,

is that which is promised, yea, concluded to be

effected in us by the promise going before. In

those latter words, coming to Christ is implicitly

required of us ; and in the words before, that grace

that can make us come is positively promised to

us. ' All that the Father giveth me shall come
to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise

cast out ' thence. We come to Christ, because it

is said. We shall come; because it is given to us to

come. So that the condition which is expressed by

Christ in these latter words is absolutely promised

in the words before. And, indeed, the coming

here intended is nothing else but the effect of ' shall

come to me. They shall come, and I will not cast

them out.'

' And iiim that cometh.'

He saith not, and him that is come, but him

that cometh. To speak to these words. First, In

general. Second, More particularly.

[First.] In general. They suggest unto us these

four things :

—

1. That Jesus Christ doth build upon it, that

since the Father gave his people to him, the]/ shall be

enabled to come unto him. ' And him that cometh.'

As who should say, I know that since tliey are given

to me, they shall be enabled to come unto me. He
saith not, if they come, or, Isupposeihey will com£;

but, 'and him that cometh.' By these words,

therefore, he shows us that he addresseth himself

to the receiving of them whom the Father gave to

him to save them. I say, he addresseth himself,

or prepareth himself to receive them. By which,

as I said, he concludeth or buildeth upon it, that

they shall indeed coine to him. He looketh that

the Father should bring them into his bosom, and

so stands ready to embrace them.

2. Christ also suggesteth by these words, that

he very v:ell knmveth who are given to him; not by

their coming to him, but by their being given to

him. * All that the Father giveth mo shall come

to me; and him that cometh,' kc. This him he

knoweth to be one of them that the Father hath

given him; and, therefore, he received him, even

because the Father hath given him to him. Jn. x.

' I know my sheep.' saith he. Not only those that

already have knowledge of him, but those, too,

that yet are ignorant of him. • Other sheep I

have,' said he, ' which arc not of this fold,' Jn. x. 16;

not of the Jewish church, but those that lie in their

sins, even the rude and barbarous Gentiles. There-

fore, when Paul was afraid to stay at Corinth, from

a supposition that some mischief might befall him

there; 'Be not afraid,' said the Lord Jesus to

him, ' but speak, and hold not thy peace - for I

have much people in this city.' Ac. xviii. 9, lo. The

people that the Lord here speaks of were not at

this time accounted his, by reason of a work ot

conversion that already had passed upon them, but

by virtue of the gift of the Father; for ho had

given them unto him. Therefore was Paul to stay

here, to speak the word of the Lord to them, that,

by his speaking, the Holy Ghost might effectually
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Avork over tlieir souls, to tlic causing tliem to come

to him, who was also ready, with heart and soul,

to receive them.

3. Ciirist, by these words, also suggesteth, that

no more come unto him than, indeed, are given him

of the Father. For the him in this place is one of

tlie oR that by Christ was mentioned before. * All

that the Father giveth me shall come to me ;' and

every 1dm of that oil, * I will iu no wise cast out.

'

This the apostle insinuateth, where he saith, ' He
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,

evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for

the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the

ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ

;

till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of

the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect

man, unto tlic measure of the stature of the fulness

of Clirist.' Ep. iv. 11-13.

Mark, as in the text, so here he speaketh of all.

' Until we all come.' We all! all who ? Doubt-

less, ' All that the Father giveth to Christ.' This

is further insinuated, because he called this all the

body of Christ ; the measure of the stature of the

fulness of Christ. By which he means the univer-

sal number given ; to wit, the true elect church,

which is said to be his body and fulness. Ep. i. 22, 23.

4. Christ Jesus, by these words, further sug-

gesteth, that he is well content with this gift of the

Father to him. ' All that the Father giveth me
shall come to me ; and him that cometh to me I

will in no wise cast out.' I will heartily, Avillingly,

and with great content of mind, receive him.

They show us, also, that Christ's love in receiv-

ing is as large as his Father's love in giving, and
no larger. Hence, he thanks him for his gift, and
also thanks him for hiding of him and his thino-s

from the rest of the wicked. Mat. xi. 2.5. Lu. x. 21. But,

Secondly, and more particularly, ' And him that

cometh.'

[Import oftlie word him.]

' And him.' This word him; by it Christ look-
cth back to the gift of the Father ; not only in the
lump and whole of the gift, but to the every Ami of
that lump. As who should say, I do not only ac-
cept of the gift of my Father in the general, but
have a special regard to every of them in parti-
cular

; and will secui-e not only some, or the great-
est part, but every him, every dust. Not a hoof
of all shall be lost or left behiud. And, indeed,
in this he consenteth to his Father's will, which
is that of all that he hath given him, he should
lose nothing. Jn. vi. 3D.

'And him.' Christ Jesus, also, by his thus
dividing the gift of his Father into hims, and by
his speaking uf them iu the singular number, shows
what a particular work shall be wrought iu each
one, at the time appointed of the Father. ' And
it shall come to pass in that day,' saith the pro-

phet, ' that the Loi-d shall beat off from the chan-

nel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye

shall be gathered one by one, ye children of

Israel.' Here are the hims, one by one, to be

gathered to him by the Father, is. xxvH. 12.

He shows also hereby that no lineage, kindred,

or relation, can at all be profited by any outward

or carnal union with the person that the Fa-
ther hath given to Christ. It is only him, the

given HIM, the coming kim, that he intends abso-

lutely to secure. Men make a great ado with the

children of believers ; and oh the children of be-

lievers ! * But if the child of the believer is not

the him concerned in this absolute promise, it is

not these men's great cry, nor yet what the parent

or child can do, that can interest him in this pro-

mise of the Lord Christ, this absolute promise.

And HIM. There are divers sorts of persons

that the Father hath given to Jesus Christ ; they

are not all of one rank, of one quality ; some are

high, some are low; some are wise, some fools; some
are more civil, and complying with the law ; some
more profane, and averse to him and his gospel.

Now, since those that are given to him are, in

some sense, so diverse ; and again, since he yet

saith, 'And him that cometh,' ic, he, by that,

doth give us to understand that he is not, as men,

for picking and choosing, to take a best and leave

a worst, but he is for him that the Father hatli

given him, and that cometh to him. ' lie shall

not alter it, nor change it, a good for a bad, or a

bad for a good, ' Le. xxvU. 10 ; but will take him as

he is, and will save his soul.

There is many a sad wretch given by the Father

to Jesus Christ ; but not one of them all is despised

or slighted by him. It is said of those that the

Father hath given to Christ that they have done

worse than the heathen ; that they were murderers,

thieves, drunkards, unclean persons, and what not

;

but he has received them, washed them, and saved

them. A fit emblem of this sort is that wretched

instance mentioned in the 16th of Ezekiel, that

was cast out in a stinking condition, to the loath-

ing of its person, in the day that it was born ; a

creature in such a wretched condition, that no eye

pitied, to do any of the things there mentioned

unto it, or to have compassion upon it ; no eye

but his that speaketh in the text.

* ' The Scripture contains many gracious promises in behalf

of the children of believing parents ; but grace is not heredi-

tary. It is the parent's part to pray with and for, admonish,

and piously train up his children ; but, after ail, must recom-

mend them to the tender mercies of God, which the children

of many prayers often happily experience.'

—

Mason. that

all persons may solemnly consider this searching truth! espe-

cially the cliildren of believers. The coming of your father or

mother to Christ cannot be imputed to you ; come for your-

self, or you must perish. As you love your souls, believe not

that awful delusion, that any ceremony could make you a chilj

of God.

—

Ed.
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And niM. Let liim be as red as bluoJ, let liim

be as red as crimson. Some men are blood-red

sinners, crimson-sinners, sinners of a double die

;

dipped and dipped again, before tbey come to Jesus

Cbrist. Art tliou tbat readest these lines such an
one ? Speak out, man ! Art thou such an one ?

and art thou now coming- to Jesus Christ for the

mercy of justification, that thou mightest be made
white in his blood, and be covered with his righ-

teousness ? Fear not ; forasmuch as this thy com-
ing betokeneth tliat thou art of the number of them
that the Father hath given to Christ ; for he will

in no wise cast thee out. * Come now,' saith

Christ, ' and let us reason together ; though your

sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;

though they be red like crimson, they shall be as

wool.' Is. i. 18.

And mil. There was many a strange him came
to Jesus Christ, in the days of his flesh ; but he

received them all, Avithout turning any away
;

speaking unto them ' of the kingdom of God, and

healed them that had need of healing.' Lu. ix. ii

;

iv. 40. These words, and him, are therefore words

to be wondered at. That not one of them who,

by virtue of the Father's gift, and drawing, are

coming to Jesus Christ, I say, that not one of

them, whatever they have been, whatever they

have done, should be rejected or set by, but ad-

mitted to a share in his saving grace. It is said

in Luke, that the people 'wondered at the gracious

words which proceeded out of his mouth.' iv. 22.

Kow this is one of his gracious words; these words

are like drops of honey, as it is said, ' Pleasant

words are as an honey-comb, sweet to the soul, and

health to the bones.' rr. xvi. 24. These are gracious

M'ords indeed, even as full as a faithful and merci-

lul Iligh-priest could speak them. Luther saith,

' When Christ speaketh, he hath a mouth as wide

as heaven and earth.' That is, to speak fully to

the encouragement of every sinful him that is com-

ing to Jesus Christ. And that his word is certain,

hear how himself confirms it :
' Heaven and earth,'

&aith he, ' shall pass away ; but my words shall

not pass away.' is. u. c. Mat. xxiv. 35.

It is also confirmed by the testimony of the four

evangelists, who gave faithful relation of his loving

iL'ception of all sorts of coming sinners, whether

they were publicans, harlots, thieves, possessed of

devils, bedlams, and what not. La xU. 1-10. Mat.

xxi. 31. Ln. XV. ; ixiii. 43. Mar. xvi. 9 ; v. l—'J.

This, then, shows us, 1. 'The greatness of the

merits of Christ.' 2. The willingness of his heart

to impute them for life to the great, if coming,

sinners.

1 . 7'his slioics vs the greatness of the merits of

Christ ; for it must not be supposed, that his words

are bigger than his worthiness. He is strong to

execute his word. He can do, as well as speak.

He can do exceeding abundantly more than we ask

or think, even to the uttermost, and outside of hi;3

word. Ep. iii. 20. Now, then, since he concludeth
any coming him; it must be concluded, that he can
save to the uttermost sin, any comino- him.

Do you think, I say, that the Lord Jesus did

not think before he spake ? He speaks all in

righteousness, and therefore by his word we are to

judge how mighty he is to save. u. ixiii. i. Ho
speaketh in righteousness, in very faithfulness,

when he began to build this blessed gospel-fabric,

the text; it was for that he had first sat down,
and counted the cost; and for that, he knew he
was able to finish it ! What, Lord, amj him? any
him that cometh to thee ? This is a Christ wojik
looking after, this is a Christ loorth coining to I

This, then, should learn us diligently to con-

sider the natural force of every word of God ; and
to judge of Christ's ability to save, not by our
sins, or by our shallow apprehensions of his grace ;

but by his word, which is the true measure of

grace. And if we do not judge thus, we shall

dishonour his grace, lose the benefit of his word,

and needlessly fright ourselves into many discour-

agements though coming to Jesus Christ. Him,
any him that cometh, hath sufficient from this

word of Christ, to feed himself with hopes ot sal-

vation. As thou art therefore coming, thou

coming sinner, judge thou, whether Christ can

save thee by the true sense of his words: judge,

coming sinner, of the efficacy of his blood, of the

perfection of his righteousness, and of the preval-

ency of his intercession, by his word. ' And him,'

saith he, * that cometh to me I will in no wise cast

out.' ' In no wise,' that is, for no sin. Judge

therefore by his word, how able he is to save thee.

It is said of God's sayings to the children of Israel,

' There failed not aught of any good thing which

the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel

;

all came to pass, ' Jos. x.\i. 45. And again, ' Not

one thing hath failed of all the good things which

the Lord your God spake concerning you, all are

come to pass unto you; and not one thing hath

failed thereof.' Jos. xxiii. 14.

Coming sinner, what promise thou fiudest in the

word of Christ, strain it whither thou canst, so

thou dost not corrupt it, and his blood and merits

will answer all ; what the word saith, or any true

consequence that is drawn therefrom, that we may
boldly venture upon. As here in the text he saith,

' And /rJw that cometh,' indefinitely, without the

least intimation of the rejection of any, though

never so great, if he be a coming sinner. Take

it then for granted, that thou, whoever thou art,

if coming, art intended in these woids; neither

shall it injure Christ at all, if, as Benhadad's ser-

vants served Ahab, thou shalt catch him at his

word. 'Now,' saith the text, 'the man did dili-

gently observe whether anything would come from

him,' to wit, any word of grace; 'and did hastily
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catch it. Anil it liappcncd tliat Aliab liad called

Bcnhadad Iiis brother. The man replied, therefore,

'Thy brother Behi.dal!' i Ki. xx. 33, catching- him

at his word. Sinner, coming sinner, serve Jesus

Christ thus, and he will take it kindly at thy hands.

When he in bis argument colled the Canaanitish

woman dog, she catched him at it, and said, 'Truth,

Lord ;
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall

from tlieir master's table.' I say, she catched

him thus in his Avords, and he took it kindly, say-

ing, ' woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto thee

even as thou wilt.' Jiat. xv. 28. Catch him, coming-

sinner, catch liim in his words, surely he will take

it kindly, and will not be offended at thee.

2. The other thing that I told you is showed

from these words, is this: I'/ie icUUngness of Christ''

s

heart to impute his merits for life to the great, if

coming sinner. ' And him that cometh to mo I

will in no wise cast out.'

The awakened coming sinner doth not so easily

question the power of Christ, as his willingness to

save him. Lord, ' if thou wilt, thou canst,' said

one. Mar. i. 40. He did not put the if upon his

power, but upon his will. He concluded he could,

but he was not as fully of persuasion that he would.

But we have the same ground to believe he will,

as we have to believe he can; and, indeed, ground

for both is the Word of God. If he was not will-

ing, why did he promise ? Why did he say he

would receive the coming sinner ? Coming sinner,

take notice of this ; we use to plead practices with

men, and why not with God likewise ? I am sure

we have no more ground for the one than the

other ; for we have to plead the promise of a faith-

ful God. Jacob took him there: ' Thou saidst,'

said he, ' 1 will surely do thee good.' Gc. xxxii. 12.

For, from this promise he concluded, that it fol-

lowed in reason, ' He must be willing.'

The text also gives some ground for us to draw
the same conclusion. ' And him that cometh to

nie I will in no wise cast out.' Here is his will-

ingness asserted, as well as his power suggested.

It is worth your observation, that Abraham's faith

considered rather God's power than his willingness;

that is, he drew his conclusion, ' I shall have a
child,' from the power that was in God to fulfil

the promise to him. For he concluded he was
willing to give him one, else he would not have
promised one. ' He staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith,

giving glory to God ; and being fully persuaded
that what he had promised he was able also to

perform.' iio. iv.20, 21. But was not his faith excr-
cised, or tried, about his willingness too ? No,
there was no show of reason for that, because he
had promised it. Indeed, had he not promised it*,

he might lawfully have doubted it ; but since he
had promised it, there Avas left no ground at all

for doubting, because his willingness? to give a

son was demonstrated in his promising him a son.

These words, therefore, are sufficient ground to

encourage an^' coming sinner that Christ is willing

to his power to receive him ; and since he hath

])Ower also to do what he will, there is no groimd

at all left to the coming sinner anymore to doubt;

but to come in full hope of acceptance, and of

being received unto grace and mercy. ' And him
that cometh.' He salth not, and him that is come;

but, and him that cometh ; that is, and him whose

heart begins to move after me, who is leaving all

for my sake ; him who is looking out, who is on

his journey to me. We must, therefore, distin-

guish betwixt coming, and being come to Jesus

Christ. He that is come to him has attained of

him more sensibly what he felt before that he

Avanteil, than he has that but yet is coming to him.

[Advantages to the man that is come to Christ.]

A man that is come to Christ hath the advantage

of him that is but coming to him ; and that in

seven things.

1. He that is come to Christ is nearer to him
than he that is but coming to him ; for he that is

but coming to him is yet, in some sense, at a dis-

tance from him ; as it is said of the coming pro-

digal, 'And while he was 3'et a great way off.'

Lu. XV. 20. Now he that is nearer to him hath the

best sight of him ; and so is able to make the

best judgment of his wonderful grace and beauty,

as God saith, ' Let them come near, then let them

speak. ' Is. xli. 1. And as the apostle John saith,

' And we have seen and do testify that the Father

sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.' Un.

iv. 14. He that is not yet come, though he is com-

ing, is not fit, not being indeed capable to make
that judgment of the worth and glory of the grace

of Christ, as he is that is come to him, and hath

seen and beheld it. Therefore, sinner, suspend

thy judgment till thou art come nearer.

2. He that is come to Christ has the advantage

of him that is but coming, in that he is eased of

his burden ; for he that is but coming is not eased

of his burden. Mat. xi. 2S. He that is come has

cast his burden upon the Lord. By faith he hath

seen himself released thereof ; but he that is but

coming hath it yet, as to sense and feeling, upon

his own shoulders. ' Come unto me, all ye that

labour and are heavy laden,' implies, that their

burden, though they are coming, is yet upon them,

and so will be till indeed they are come to him.

3. He that is come to Christ has the advantage

of him that is but coming in this also, namely, he

hath drank of the sweet and soul- refreshing water

of life ; but he that is but coming hath not. ' If

any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.'

Jn. vii. 37.

Mark, He must come to him before he drinks:

according to that of the prophet, ' Ho ! every

one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.' He
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(Irinketh not as he cometh, but when he is come
to the waters, is. iv. i.

4. He that is come to Christ hath the advantage

of him that as yet is but coming in this also, to

wit, he is not so terrified with the noise, and, as

I may call it, hue and cry, which the avenger of

blood makes at the heels of him tiiat yet is hut

coming to him. When the slayer was on his flight

to the city of his refuge, he liad the noise or fear

of the avenger of blood at his heels ; but when
he was come to the city, and was entered there-

into, that noise ceased. Even so it is with him

that is but coming to Jesus Christ, he heareth

many a dreadful sound in his ear ; sounds of

death and damnation, Avliich he that is come is at

j)resent freed from. Therefore he saith, ' Come,

and I will give you rest.' And so he saith again,

' We that have believed, do enter into rest,' as he

said, &C. He. iv.

5. He, therefore, that is come to Christ, is not

so subject to those dejections, and castings down,

by reason of the rage and assaults of the evil one,

as is the man that is but comhig to Jesus Christ,

though he has temptations too. ' And as he was

yet a-coming, the devil threw him down, and tare

him.' Lu. i.x. 42. For he has, though Satan still

roareth upon him, those experimental comfurts and

refreshments, to wit, in his treasury, to present

himself with, in times of temptation and conflict

;

which he that is but coming has not.

6. lie that is come to Christ has the advantage

of him that is but coming to him, in this also, to

wit, he hath upon him the wedding-garment, &c.,

but he that is coming has not. The prodigal, when

coming home to his father, was clothed witli nothing-

hut rags, and was tormented with an empty belly
;

but when he was come, the best robe is brought out,

also the gold ring, and the shoes, yea, they are put

upon him, to his great rejoicing. The fatted calf

was killed for him; the music was struck up to

make him merry; and thus also the Father himself

sang of him, ' This my son was dead, and is alive

again ; was lost and is found.' Lu. xv. 18, 19, &c.

7. In a word, he that is come to Christ, his

groans and tears, his doubts and fears, are turned

into songs and praises ; for that he hath now re-

ceived the atonement, and the earnest of his in-

heritance ; but he that is but yet a-coming, hath

not those praises nor songs of deliverance with

him ; nor has he as yet received the atonement and

earnest of his inheritance, which is, the sealing

testimony of the Holy Ghost, through the sprink-

ling of the blood of Christ upon his conscience, for

he is not come. Eo. v. ii. Ep. i. is. lie. xU. 22-24.

[ImjMrt of the word cometr.]

'And him that COMETH.' There is further to

be o-athercd from this word cometh, these following

particulars :

—

vm,. 1.

1. That Jesus Christ hath his eye vpon, and
takes notice of, the first moving of the heart of a
sinner after himself. Coming sinner, thou canst'

not move with desires after Christ, but he sees the

working of those desires in thy heart. • All my
desire,' said David, ' /s before thee ; and my groan-

ing is not hid from thee.' Ps. xxxviii. 9. This ho

spake, as he was coming, after he had backslidden,

to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is said of the pro-

digal, that while he was yet a great way oft', his

father saw him, had his eye upon him, and upou

the going out of his heart after him. Lu. xv. 20.

When Natlianael was come to Jesus Christ, the

Lord said to them that stood before him, ' Behold

an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile.' But

Nathanael answered him, ' Whence knowest thou

me?' Jesus answered, * Before that Philip called

thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw

thee.' There, I suppose, Nathanael was pouring

out of his soul to God for mercy, or that he would

give him good understanding about the Messias

to come ; and Jesus saw all the workings of his

honest heart at that time. Jn. i. 47, 43.

Zaccheus also had some secret movings of heart,

such as they were, towards Jesus Christ, when he

ran before, and climbed up the tree to see him ;

and the Lord Jesus Christ had his eye upon him

:

therefore, when he was come to the place, he

looked up to him, bids him come down, 'For to-

day,' said he, 'I must abide at thy house
;

' tu

wit, in order to the further completing the work

of grace in his soul. Lu. .\ix. i-o. Remember this,

coming sinner.

2. As Jesus Christ hath his eye upon, so he hath

his heart open to receive, the coming sinner. This

is verified by the text :
' And him that cometh to

me I will in no wise cast out.' This is also dis-

covered by his preparing of the way, in his making

of it easy (as may be) to the coming sinner ; which

preparation is manifest by those blessed words, 'I

will in no wise cast out; ' of which more when we

come to the place. And while 'he was yet a great

way off, his Fatber saw him, and had compassion,

and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.'

Lu. XV. 20. All these expressions do strongly prove

that the heart of Cluist is open to receive the

coming sinner.

3. As Jesus Christ has his eye upon, and his

heart open to receive, so he hath resolved already

that nothing shall alienate his heart from receiving

the coining sinner. No sins of the coming smnor,

nor the length of the time that he hath abode in

them, shall by any means prevail with Jesus Christ

to reject him. Coming sinner, thou art coming to

a loving Lord Jesus I

4. These words therefore are dropped froni his

blessed mouth, on jnapose thai the coming^ sinner

might take encouragement to conlinae on his journey,

nntil he he come imiccd to Jesus Christ.

2 T,

It was
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doubtless a great encouragement to blind Barti-

mcus, that Jesu3 Christ stood still and called him,

when he was crying, ' Jesus, thou Son of David,

have mercy on me ;

' therefore, it is said, he cast

away his garment, 'rose, and came to Jesus.'

Mar. X. 46, &c. Now, if a Call to coms hath such

encouragement in it, what is a promise of receiving

such, but an encouragement much more? And

observe it, though he had a call to come, yet not

having a promise, his faith was forced to work upon

a mere consequence, saying, He calls me; and

surely since he calls me, he will grant me my
desire. Ah ! but coming sinner, thou hast no

need to go so far about as to draw (in this matter)

consequences, because thou hast plain promises:

' And him that cometli to me I will in no wise cast

out.' Here is full, plain, yea, what encourage-

ment one can desire ; for, suppose thou wast ad-

mitted to make a promise thyself, aud Christ should

attest that he would fulfil it upon the sinner that

Cometh to him, Couldst thou make a better pro-

mise? Couldst thou invent a more full, free, or

larger promise? a promise that looks at the first

moving of the heart after Jesus Christ? a promise

that declares, yea, that engageth Christ Jesus to

open his heart to receive the coming sinner ? yea,

further, a promise that demonstrateth that the

Lord Jesus is resolved freely to receive, and will

in no wise cast out, nor means to reject, the soul

of the coming sinner! For all this lieth fully in

this promise, and doth naturally flow therefrom.

Here thou needest not make use of far-fetched

consequences, nor strain thy wits, to force encour-

aging arguments from the text. Coming sinner,

the words are plain :
* And him that cometh to me

I will in no wise cast out.'

[two sorts of sinners COMLN'G to CHRIST.]

'And him that Cometh.' There are two sorts

of sinners that are coming to Jesus Christ. Firsl,

Him that hath never, while of late,* at all began

to come. Secoml, Him that came formerly, and

after that went back ; but hath since bethought

himself, and is now coming again. Both these

sorts of sinners are intended by the him in the

text, as is evident; because both are now the

coming sinners. 'And him that cometh.'

First. [The newly-awakened comer.]—For the

first of these : the sinner that hath never, while of

late, began to conic, his way is more easy ; I do
not say, more plain aud open to come to Christ

than is the other—those last not havinsc the closr

of a guilty conscience, for the sin of backslidino-,

hanging at their heels. But all the encouragement

of the gospel, with what invitations are therein

contained to coming sinners, are as free and as

* • "While of late;' until of late.—Ea.

open to the one as to the other ; so that tliey mny
with the same freedom and liberty, as from the

Word, both alike claim interest in the promise.

* All things are ready;' all things for the coming

backsliders, as well as for the others :
' Come to

the wedding.' 'And let him that is athirat come.'

Mat. .x.xii. 1

—

i. Re. xxii. 17.

Second. [The returningbackslider.]—But having

spoke to the first of these already, I shall here

pass it by ; and shall speak a word or two to him

that is coming, after backsliding, to Jesus Christ

for life. Tliy way, thou sinner of a double dye,

thy way is open to come to Jesus Christ. I mean

thee, whose heart, after long backsliding, doth

think of turning to him again. Thy way, I say,

is open to him, as is the way of the other sorts of

comers ; as appears by what follows :

—

1

.

Because the text makes no exception against

thee. It doth not say, And any him but a back-

slider ; any him but him. The text doth not thus

object, but indefinitely openeth wide its golden arms

to every coming soul, without the least exception;

therefore thou mayest come. And take heed that

thoii shut not that door against thy soul by unbelief,

Avhich God has opened by his grace.

2. Nay, the text is so far from excepting against

thy coming, that it strongly suggesteth that thou

art one of the souls intended, thou coming back-

slider ; else what need that clause have been so

inserted, 'I will in no wise cast out?' As who

should say. Though those that come now are such

as have formerly backslidden, I will iu ' no wise
'

cast away the fornicator, the covetous, the railer,

the drunkard, or other common sinners, nor yet

the backslider neither.

3. That the backslider is intended is evident,

(1.) For that he is sent to by name, ' Go, tell his

disciples and Peter.' Mar. xvi. 7. But Peter was a

godly man. True, but he Avas also a backslider,

yea, a desperate backslider: he had denied his

Master once, twice, thrice, cursing and swearing

that he knew him not. H this Avas not backslid-

ing, if this was not an high and eminent backslid-

ing, yea, a higher backsliding than thou art capable

of, I have thought amiss.

Again, when David had backslidden, and had

committed adultery and murder in his backsliding,

he must be sent to by name: 'And,' saith the

text, 'the Lord sent Nathan unto David.' And
he sent him to tell him, after he had brought him

to unfeigned acknowdedgmeut, ' The Lord hath also

put away, or forgiven thy sin.' 2 Sa. lii. 1, is.

This man also was far gone: he took a man's

wife, and killed her husband, and endeavoured to

cover all with wicked dissimulation. He did this,

I say, after God had exalted him, and showed him

great favour ; wherefore his transgression was

greatened also by the prophet with mighty aggra-

vations
; yet he was accepted, and that with glad-
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ness, at tlie first step lie took in liis returning to

Christ. For the first step of the hacksHder's re-

turn is to say, sensibly and unfeignedly, ' I have

sinned;' but he had no sooner said thus, but a

pardon was produced, yea, thrust into his bosom

:

' And Nathan said unto Davl<l, The Lord hath also

put away thy sin.'

(2.) As the person of the backslider is mentioned

by name, so also is his sin, that, if possible, thy

objections against thy returning to Christ may be

taken out of thy way ; I say, thy sin also is men-

tioned by name, and mixed, as mentioned, with

words of grace and favour :
' I will heal their back-

sliding, 1 will love them freely.' iio. xiv. 4. What
sayest thou now, backslider?

(3.) Nay, further, tliou art not only mentioned

by name, and thy sin by the nature of it, but thou

thyself, who art a returning backslider, put, (a)

Amongst God's Israel, ' Return, thou backsliding

Israel, saith the Lord ; and I will not cause mine

anger to fall upon you; for I am merciful, saith

the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever.'

Je. iii. 12. (5) Thou art put among his children
;

among his children to whom he is married. 'Turn,

backsliding children, for I am married unto you.'

ver. 14. (c) Yca, after all this, as if his heart was

so full of grace for them, that he was pressed until

he had uttered it before them, he adds, ' Return,

ye backsliding children, and I will heal your back-

slidings.' ver. 22.

(4.) Nay, further, the Lord hath considered, that

the shame of thy sin hath stopped thy mouth, and

made thee almost a prayerless man ; and therefore

he saith unto thee, 'Take with you words, and

turn to the Lord: say unto him. Take away all

iniquity, and receive us graciously.' See his grace,

that himself sliould put words of encouragement

into the heart of a backslider ; as he saith in another

place, ' I taught Ephraim to go, taking him by the

arms.' This is teaching him to go indeed, to

hold him up by the arms ; by the chin, as we say.

Ho. xiv. 2 ; xi. 3.

From what has been said, I conclude, even as I

said before, that the hiin in the text, and him that

Cometh, includeth both these sorts of sinners, and

therefore both should freely come.

Quest. 1. But where doth Jesus Christ, in all the

word of the New Testament, expressly speak to a

returning backslider with words of grace and peace?

For what you have urged as yet, from the New
Testament, is nothing but consequences drawn

from this text. Indeed it is a full text for carnal

ignorant sinners that come, but to me, who am a

backslider, it yicldeth but little relief.

Answ. How ! but little encouragement from the

text, when it is said, ' I will in no wise cast out
!

'

What more could have been said? What is here

omitted that might have been inserted, to make

the promise more full and free? Nay, take all

the promises in the Bible, all the freest promises,

with all the variety of expressions of what nature

or extent soever, and they can but amount to the

expressions of this very promise, ' I will in no wise

cast out ;' I will for nothing, by no means, upon no

account, however they have sinned, however they

have backsliden, however they have provoked, cast

out the coming sinner. But,

Quest. 2. Thou sayest. Where doth Jesus Christ,

in all the words of the New Testament, speak to a

returning backslider with words of grace and peace,

that is under the name of a backslider?

Answ. Where there is such plenty of examples

in receiving backsliders, there is the less need for

express words to that intent ; one promise, as the

text is, with those examples that are annexed, are

instead of many promises. And besides, I reckon

that the act of receiving is of as much, if not of

more encouragement, than is a bare promise to

receive ; for receiving is as the promise, and the

fulfilling of it too ; so that in the Old Testament thou

hast the promise, and in the New, the fulfilling of

it ; and that in divers examples.

1. In Peter. Peter denied his master, once,

twice, thrice, and that with open oath ; yet Christ

receives him again witliout any the least hesitation

or stick. Yea, he slips, stumbles, falls again, in

downright dissimulation, and that to the hurt and

fall of many others ; but neither of this doth Christ

make a bar to his salvation, but receives him again

at his return, as if he knew nothing of the fault.

Ga. ii.

2. The rest of the disciples, even all of them, did

backslide and leave the Lord Jesus in his greatest

straits. ' Then all the disciples forsook him aud

fled,' Mat. xxvi. 56, they returned, as he had foretold,

every one to his own, and left him alone ; but this

also he passes over as a very light matter. Not

that it was so indeed in itself, but the abundance of

grace that was in him did lightly roll it away ; for

after his resurrection, when first he appeared unto

them, he gives them not the least cheek for their

perfidious dealings with him, but salutes them with

words of grace, saying, ' All hail ! be not afraid,

peace be to you ; all power in heaveji and earth is

given unto me.' True, he rebuked them for their

unbelief, for the which also thou deservest the same.

For it is unbelief that alone puts Ciirist and his bene-

fits from us. Jn. xvi. 52. Mat. xxviii. 9—11. Lu. ixiv. 30. Mar. xvi. 14.

3. The man that after a large profession lay with

hio father's wife, committed a high transgression,

even such a one that at that day was not heard of,

no, not among the Gentiles. Wherefore this was a

desperate backsliding ;
yet, at his return, he was

received, and accepted again to mercy. 1 Co. v. 1, 2.

2 Co. ii. G-8.

4. The thief that stole was bid to steal no more ;

not at all doubting but that Christ was ready to

foroive him this act of backsliding. Ep. iv. 28.
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Now all tlic?o are examples, particular instances

of Christ's readiness to receive the backsliders to

mercy; and, observe it, examples and proofs that

he hath done so are, to our unbelieving hearts,

strono-cr encouragements than bare promises that

so he will do.

But again, the Lord Jesus hatli added to these,

for the encouragement of returning backsliders, to

come to him. (1.) A call to come, and he will receive

them. Re. ii. 1-5, 14-16, 20-22 ; iii. 1-3, 15-22. Wherefore

New Testament backsliders have encouragement to

come. (2.) A declaration of readiness to receive

them that come, as here in the text, and in many

other places, is plain. Therefore, ' Set thee up

Avay-marks, make thee high heaps,' of the golden

grace of the gospel, ' set thine heart toward the

liighway, even the way which thou wen test,' when

tliou didst backslide; ' turn again, virgin of Israel,

turn again to these thy cities.' Je. xxsi. 2i.

' And him that coineth.' He saith not, and him

that talketh, that professeth, that maketh a show,

a noise, or the like ; but, him that comcth. Christ

Avill take leave to judge, who, among the many that

make a noise, they be that indeed are coming to

Iiim. It is not him that saith he comes, nor him

of whom others affirm that he comes ; but him that

Christ himself shall say doth come, that is concerned

in this text. When the woman that had the bloody

issue came to him for cure, there were others as well

as she, that made a great bustle about him, that

touched, yea, thronged him. Ah, but Christ could

distinguish this woman from them all ;
' And he

looked round about' upon them all, ' to see her that

liad done this thing.' Mar. v. 25—32. He was not

concerned with the thronging, or touchings of

the rest ; for theirs were but accidental, or at

best, void of that which made her touch accept-

able. Wherefore Christ must be judge who they

be that in truth are coming to him ; Every man's
ways are right in his own eyes, ' but the Lord
weigheth the spirits. ' Pr. xvi. 2. It standeth therefore

every one in hand to be certain of their coming to

Jesus Christ ; for as thy coming is, so shall thy sal-

vation be. If thou comest indeed, thy salvation

shall be indeed ; but if thou comest but in outward
appearance, so shall thy salvation be; but of coming,
see before, as also afterwards, in the use and appli-

cation.

' And him that cometh to me.' These words to

r)ie are also well to be heeded ; for by them, as he
secureth those that come to him, so also he shows
himself unconcerned with those that in their coming
i-est short, to turn aside to others ; for you must
know, that every one that comes, comes not to Jesus
Christ

; some that come, come to Moses, and to his

law, and there take up for life ; with these Christ
is not concerned ; with those his promise hath not to

do. ' Christ is become of no ctiect unto you ; who-
soever of you are justified by the law, ve are fallen

from grace.' Ga. v. 4. Again, some that came, came
no further than to gospel ordinances, and there stay;

they came not through them to Christ ; with these

neither is he concerned ; nor will their ' Lord, Lord,'

avail them anything in the great and dismal day.

A man may come to, and also go from the place

and ordinances of worship, and yet not be remem-
bered by Christ. ' So I saw the wicked buried,'

said Solomon, ' who had come and gone fi-om the

place of the holy, and they Avere forgotten in the

city where they had so done ; this is also vanity.'

Ec. viii. 10.

'To ME.' These words, therefore, are by Jesus

Christ very warily put in, and serve for caution and

encouragement ; for caution, lest we take up in our

coming anywhere short of Ciirist ; and for encour-

agement to those that shall in their coming, come
past all ; till they come to Jesus Christ. 'And him
tliat cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.'

Reader, if thou lovest thy soul, take this caution

kindly at the hands of Jesus Christ. Thou seest

thy sickness, th}^ wound, thy necessity of salvation.

Well, go not to king Jareb, for he cannot heal thee,

nor cure thee of thy wound, iio. v. 13. Take the

caution, I say, lest Christ, instead of being a Saviour

unto thee, becomes a lion, a young lion, to tear thee,

and go away. iio. v. 14.

There is a coming, but not to the Most High

;

there is a coming, but not with the whole heart,

but as it were feignedly ; therefore take the caution

kindly. Je. iii. 10. Ho. vii. IG.

'And him that cometh to me;' Christ as a

Saviour will stand alone, because his own arm alone

hath brought salvation unto him. He will not be

joined with Moses, nor suffer John Baptist to be

tabernacled by him. I say they must vanish, for

Christ will stand alone. Lu. ix. 2s-36. Yea, God the

Father will have it so; therefore they must be parted

fi'om him, and a voice from heaven must come to

bid the disciples hear only the beloved Son. Christ

Avill not suffer any law, ordinance, statute, or judg-

ment, to be partners with him in the salvation of the

sinner. Nay, he saith not, and him that cometh

to my WORD ; but, and him that cometh to me. The
words of Christ, even his most blessed and free pro-

mises, such as this in the text, are not the Saviour

of the world ; for that is Christ himself, Christ him-

self only. The promises, therefore, are but to en-

courage the coming sinner to come to Jesus Christ,

and not to rest in them, short of salvation by him.

' And him that cometh to me.' The man, therefore,

that comes aright, casts all things behind his back,

and looketh at, nor hath his expectations from

ought, but the Son of God alone ; as David said,

' ]\Iy soul, wait thou only upon God ; for my expec-

tation is from him. He only is my rock, and my
salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be moved.'

Ts. ixii. 5, 6. His eye is to Christ, his heart is to Christ,

and his expectation is from him, from him oulv.
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Therefore tlie man that conies to Clirist, is one

that hath had deep considerations of his own sins,

shghting thoughts of his own righteousness, and
high thoughts of the hlood and righteousness of

Jesus Christ ; yea, lie sees, as I have said, more
virtue in the blood of Clirist to save him, than there

is in all his sins to damn him. He therefore setteth

Christ before his eyes; there is nothing in heaven or

earth, he knows, that can save his soul and secure

him from the wrath of God, but Christ ; that is,

nothing but his personal righteousness and blood.

[Imjoort of the words in no wise.]

' And him that conieth to me, I will in no wise

cast out.' In no wise: by these words there is

{First,^ ^omQiViug expressed ; and \^Second,'\ Some-

thing implied.

First, That which is expressed is Christ Jesus, his

unchangeable resolution to save the coming sinner;

I will in no wise reject him, or deny him the lienefit

of my death and righteousness. This word, there-

fore, is like that which he speaks of the everlasting

damnation of the sinner in hell-tire ;
' He shall by

no means depart thence ;' that is, never, never come

out again, no, not to all eternity. Mat. v. 26 ; xxv. 46.

So that as he that is condemned into hell-fire hath

no ground of hope for his deliverance thence ; so

him that cometh to Christ, hath no ground to fear

he shall ever be cast in thither.

' Thus saith the Lord, If heaven above can be

measured, and the foundations of the earth searched

out beneath, I will also cast off all the seod of

Israel, for all that they have done, saith the Lord,'

Je. x.\.\i. 37. ' Thus saith the Lord, If my covenant

he not with day and night, aiid if I have not ap-

pointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, then

will I cast away the seed of Jacob.' Je. xixiu. 25, 26.

]]ut heaven cannot be measured, nor the founda-

tions of the earth searched out beneath ; his cove-

nant is also with day and night, and he hath

appointed the ordinances of heaven ; therefore he

will not cast away the seed of Jacob, who are the

coming ones, but will certainly save them fi'om the

dreadful wrath to come, Je. l. 4, 5. By this, there-

fore, it is manifest, that it was not the greatness

of sin, nor the long continuance in it, no, nor yet

the backsliding, nor the pollution of thy nature,

that can put a bar in against, or be an hinderance

of, the salvation of the coming sinner. For, if

indeed this could be, then would this solemn and

absolute determination of the Lord Jesus, of itself,

fall to the ground, and be made of none effect.

But his ' counsel shall stand, and he will do all his

pleasure;' that is, his pleasure in this; for his

promise, as to this irreversible conclusion, ari.seth

of his pleasure ; he will stand to it, and will fultil

it, because it is his pleasure, is. xM. io, ii.

Suppose that one man had the sins, or as many

sins as an hundred, and another should have an

hundred times as many as he ; yet, if they come,

this word, ' I will in no wise cast out,' secures them

both alike.

Suppose a man hath a desire to be saved, and

for that purpose is coming in truth to Jesus Christ

;

but he, by his debauched life, has damned many
in hell ; why, the door of hope is by these words

set as open for him, as it is for him that hath not

the thousandth part of his transgressions, ' And
him that cometh to me 1 will in no wise cast out,'

Suppose a man is coming to Christ to be saved,

and hath nothing but sin, and an ill-spent lii'e, to

bring with him ; why, let him come, and welcome

to Jesus Christ, ' And he will in no wise cast him

out, ' Lu. vii. 42. Is not this love that passeth know-

ledge ? Is not this love the wonderment of angels ?

And is not this love worthy of all acceptation at

the hands and hearts of all coming sinners?

[IlimJerances in coming to Christ.^

Second, That which is implied in the woi-ds is,

1. The coming souls have those that continually

lie at Jesus Christ* to cast them off, 2, The

coming souls are afraid that those will prevail with

Christ to cast them off. For these words are spoken

to satisfy us, and to stay up our spirits against

these two dangers: ' I will in no wise cast out,'

1, For the first. Coming soids have those that

continually lie at Jesus Christ to cast them off. And

there are three things that thus bend themselves

against the coming sinner,

(1.) There is the devil, that accuser of the

brethren, that accuses them before God, day and

night. Re. xii. 10. This prince of darkness is un-

wearied in this work ; he doth it, as you see, day

and night ; that is, without ceasing. He contiim-

ally puts in his caveats against thee, if so be he

may prevail. How did he plyt it against that good

man Job, if possibly he might have obtained his

destruction in hell-fire ? He objected against him,

that he served not God fur nought, and tempted

God to put forth his hand against him, urging, that

if he did it, he would curse him to his face; and

all this, as God witnesseth, 'he did without a cause.'

Job i. 9-11; ii. 4, 5. How did lie ply it with Christ

against Joshua the high-priest ? ' And he showed

me Joshua,' said the prophet, 'the high-prie.st,

standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan

standing at his right hand to resist him,' Zee. iii. i.

To resist him; that is, to prevail with the Lord

Jesus Christ to resist him ; objecting the unclean-

ness and unlawful marriage of his sons with tlio

Gentiles ; for that was the crime that Satan laid

against them, Ezr. x. is. Yea, and for aught I know,

Joshua was also guilty of the fact ; but if not of

• ' Lie at Jesus Christ ;' to lay down, lie at the feet i.f

Jesus Christ, to persevere like the Syrophcuician woiuau.

Mar. vii. 25.—El).

t 'i'iy;' to solicit iinportuuattly.—Eo,
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tliat, of crimes no wliit Inferior; for he was cloth-

ed with filth}' garments, as he stood before the

ano-eh Neitlier had he one word to say in vindica-

tion of himself, against all that this M'icked one had

to say against him. Bnt notwithstanding that, he

came off well ; but he might for it thank a good

Lord Jesus, because he did not resist him, but

contrariwise, took up his cause, pleaded against

the devil, excusing his infirmity, and put justifying

robes upon him before his adversary's face.

'And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke

thee, Satan, even the Lord that hath chosen

Jerusalem, rebuke thee. Is not this a brand

plucked out of the fire? And he answered and

spoke to those that stood before him, saying, Take
away the filthy garments from him ; and unto him

he said. Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to

pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change

of raiment.' Zeo. iii. 2—1.

Again, how did Satan ply It against Peter, when

he desired to have him, that he might sift him as

wheat? that is, if possible, sever all grace from

his heart, and leave him nothing but flesh and

filth, to the end that he might make the Lord

Jesus loathe and abhor him. ' Simon, Simon,' said

Christ, ' Satan hath desired to have you, that he

may sift you as wheat.' But did he prevail against

him ? No :
' But I have prayed for thee, that thy

faith fail not.' As Mho should say, Simon, Satan

hath desired me that I would give thee up to him,

and not only thee, but all the rest of thy brethren

—

for that the word you imports—but I will not leave

thee in his hand : I have prayed for thee, thy faith

shall not fail; I will secure thee to the heavenly

inheritance. Lu. xxii. 30-32.

(2.) As Satan, so every sin of the coming sinner,

comes in with a voice against him, if perhaps they

may prevail with Christ to cast off the soul. When
Israel was coming out of Egypt to Canaan, how
many times had their sins thrown them out of the

mercy of God, had not Moses, as a type of Christ,

stood in the breach to turn away his wrath from
them ! Pa. cvi. 23. Our iniquities testify against us,

and would certainly prevail against us, to our utter

rejection and damnation, had we not an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. iJn.ii.1,2.

The sins of the old world cried them down to

hell
; the sins of Sodom fetched upon them fire from

lieaven, which devoured them; the sins of the Egyp-
tians cried them down to hell, because they came
not to Jesus Christ for life. Coming sinner, thy
Bins are no whit less than any ; nay, perhaps, they
are as big as all theirs. Why is it then, that thou
livest when they are dead, and that thou hast a
jiromise of pardon when they had not? 'Why,
thou art coming to Jesus Christ ;' and therefore

sin shall not be thy ruin.

(3.) As Satan and sin, so the law of Moses, as it

is a perfect holy law, hath a voice againstyou before

the face of God. ' There is 07ie that accuscth yon,

even Moses,' his law. Jd. v. 45. Yea, it accuseth all

men of transgression that have sinned against it ;

for as long as sin is sin, there will be a law to ac-

cuse for sin. But this accusation shall not prevail

against the coming sinner ; because It is Christ that

died, and that ever lives, to make intercession for

them that * come to God by him.' Ro. viii. He. vH. 25.

These things, T say, do accuse us before Christ

Jesus ; yea, and also to our own faces, if perhaps

they might prevail against us. But these words,

' I will in no wise cast out,' secureth the coming

sinner from them all.

The coming sinner Is not saved, because there is

none that comes in against him ; but because the

Lord Jesus will not hear their accusations, will not

cast out the coming sinner. When Shimei came

down to meet king David, and to ask for pardon for

his rebellion, up starts Ablshal, and puts in his

caveat, saying, Shall not Shimei die for this? This

is the case of him that comes to Christ. He hath

this Abishai, and that Ablshai, that presently steps

in against him, saying. Shall not this rebel's sins

destroy him In hell ? Read further. But David an-

swei'ed, ' What have I to do with you, ye sons of

Zeruiah, that ye should this day be adversaries unto

me? Shall there any man be put to death this day

in Israel, for do not I know, that I am king this

day over Israel ?
'

2 Sa. xix. I6-22. That is Christ's

answer by the text, to all that accuse the coming

Shimeis. What have I to do with you, that accuse

the coming sinners to me ? I count you adversaries,

that are against my showing mercy to them. Do
not I know that I am exalted this day to be king

of righteousness, and king of peace? ' I will in no

wise cast them out.'

2. But again, these words do closely imply, that

the coming souls are afraid that these accusers loill

prevail against them, as is evident, because the text

is spoken for their relief and succour. For that

need not be, if they that are coming were not sub-

ject to fear and despond upon this account. Alas,

there is guilt, and the curse lies upon the conscience

of the coming sinner !

Besides, he is conscious to himself what a villain,

what a wretch he hath been against God and Christ.

Also he now knows, by woeful experience, how he

hath been at Satan's beck, and at the motion of

every lust. He hath now also new thoughts of the

holiness and justice of God. Also he feels, that he

cannot forbear sinning against him. For the mo-

tions of sins, which are by the law, doth still work

in his members, to bring forth fruit unto death.

Ro. vu. 5. But none of this needs be [a discourage-

ment] since we have so good, so tender-hearted,

and so faithful a Jesus to come to, who will rather

overthrow heaven and earth, than suffer a tittle of

this text to fail. * And him that comcth to me I

will in no wise cast out.'
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\Im2'>orl of the words to cast out.]

Now, we have yet to inquire into two things that

lie in the words, to whicli there hath yet been no-

thing said. As, First, What it is to cast out.

Second, How it appears that Christ hath power to

save or cast out ?

[what it is to cast out.]

First. For the first of these. What it is to cast

out. To this I will speak. First, Generally. Second,

More particularly.

[First, Generally.
'\

1. To cast out, is to slight and despise, and con-

temn ; as it is said of Saul's shield, ' it was vilely

cast away,' I'Sa. i. 21, that is, slighted and contemned.

Thus it is with the sinners that come not to Jesus

Christ. He slights, despises, and contemns them ;

that is, 'casts them away.'

2. Things cast away are reputed as menstruous

cloths, and as the dirt of the street, is.iii. 24. P8.xviii.42.

Mat. V. 13; xv. 17. And thus it shall he with the men
that come not to Jesus Christ, they shall be counted

as menstruous, and as the dirt in the streets.

3. To be cast out, or off, it is to be abhorred,

not to be pitied ; but to be put to perpetual shame.

Ps. sliv. 9 ; Ixxxix. 38. Am. i. 11. But,

Second, More ]Xirticularly, to come to the text.

The casting out here mentioned is not limited to

this or the other evil: therefore it must be extended

to the most extreme and utmost misery. Or thus:

He that Cometh to Christ shall not want any-

thing that may make him gospelly-happy in this

world, or that which is to come ; nor shall he want

anything that cometh not, that may make him

spiritually and eternally miserable. But further.

As it is to be generally taken [as respecteth the

things that are noiv], so it respecteth things that

shall be hereafter,

I. For the things that are no^v, they are either,

1. More general: Or, 2. More particular.

1. More general, thus:

(1.) H is ' to be cast out ' of the presence and

favour of God. Thus was Cain cast out: ' Thou
has driven,' or cast 'me out this day; from thy

face,' that is, from thy favour ' shall I be hid.'

A dreadful complaint ! But the effect of a more

dreadful judgment ! Ge. iv. 14. Je. xxiii. 09. 1 Ch. xxvili. 9.

(2.) ' To be cast out,' is to be cast out of God's

sight. God will look after them no more, care for

them no more ; nor will he watch over them any

more for good. 2 Ki. xvii. 20. Je. vii. 15. Now they

that are so, are left like blind men, to wander and

fall into the pit of hell. This, therefore, is also

a sad judgment ! therefore here is the mercy of

him that cometh to Christ. He shall not be left

to wander at uncertainties. The Lord Jesus Christ

will keep him, as a shepherd doth his sheep. Ps. i.\iii.

' Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.'

(3.) ' To be cast out,' is to be denied a place in

God's house, and to be left as fugitives and vaga-

bonds, to pass a little time away in this miserable

life, and after that to go down to the dead. Ga.

iv. 30. Ge. iv. 13, 14 ; xxi. 10. Therefore here is the

benefit of him that cometh to Christ, he shall not

be denied a place in God's house. They sliall not

be left like vagabonds in the world. ' Him that

cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' See
Pr. xiv. 26. Is. Ivi. 3—5. Ep. i. 19—22. 1 Co. iiL 21—23.

(4.) In a word, 'To be cast out,* is to be rejected

as are the fallen angels. For their eternal damna-
tion began at their being cast down from heaven

to hell. So then, not to be cast out, is to have a

place, a house, and habitation there ; and to have

a share in the privileges of elect angels.

These words, therefore, ' I will not cast out,'

will prove great words one day to them that come
to Jesus Christ. 2 Pe. ii. 4. Jn. XI. 31. Lu. xx. 35.

2. Second, and more particularly,

(1.) Christ hath everlasting life for him that

cometh to him, and he shall never perish ;
* For

he will in no wise cast him out;' but for the rest,

they are rejected, 'cast out,' and must be damned.

Jn. X. 27, 28.

(2.) Christ hath everlasting righteousness to

clothe them with that come to him, and they shall

be covered with it as with a garment, but the rest

shall be found in the filthy rags of their own

stinking pollutions, and shall be wrapt up in them,

as in a winding-sheet, and so bear their shame be-

fore the Lord, and also before the angels, ha,, ix. 27.

I3. Ivii. 20. Re. iii. 4—18 ; xv. ; xvi.

(3.) Christ hath precious blood, that, like an

open fountain, stands free for him to wash in, that

comes to him for life ;
' And he will in no wise

cast him out;' but they that come not to him are

rejected from a share therein, and are left, to ire-

ful vengeance fur their sins. Zee. xiii. i. i re. i. i8, ly.

Jn. xiii. 8 ; iii. 16.

(4.) Christ hath precious promises, and they

shall have a share in them that come to him for

life; for 'he will in no wise cast them out.' But

they that come not can have no share in them,

because they are true only in him ; for in him, and

only in him, all the promises are yea and amen.

Wherefore they that come not to him, are no whit

the better for them. Ps. 1. 16. 2 Co. i. 20, 21.

(5.) Christ hath also fulness of grace in himself

for them that come to him for life : And he will

in no wise cast them out.' But those that come

not unto him are left in their graceless state; and

as Christ leaves them, death, hell, and jiulgnicnt

finds them. 'Whoso findeth mo,' salth Cliri.-t,

' findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord.

But he that sinneth against me wnmgeth his own

soul: all they that hate me love death.' Pr. viii. 3.5. 36.

(G.) Christ is an Intercessor, and ever livetli to

make intercession for them that come to God bjr
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liini: ' But tlicir sorrows shall be multiplied, that

hasten after another, 'or other gods, their sins and

lusts. 'Their drink-ofterings -will I not ofler, nor

take up their names into his lips.' rs. xvi. 4. iie.vii. 25.

(7.) Christ hath wonderful love, bowels, and

compassions, for those that come to him ; for

' he will in no wise cast them out.' But the rest

will find him a lion rampant; he will one day tear

them all to pieces. ' Now consider this,' saith he,

'ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and

tliere he none to deliver.' Ps. 1. 22.

(8.) Christ is one by and for whose sake those

that come to him have their persons and perform-

ances accepted of the Father: ' And he will in no

wise cast them out;' but the rest must fly to the

rocks and mountains for shelter, but all in vain, to

hide them from his face and wrath. Re. vi. 15-17.

II. But again. These words, cast out, have a

special look to idiat will be hereafter, even at the

day ofjudgment. For then, and not till then, will

be the great anathema and casting out made mani-

fest, even manifest by execution. Therefore here

to speak to this, and that under these two heads.

As, First, Of the casting out itself Second, Of
the place into which they shall be cast, that shall

then be cast out.

Fii-st, Tlie casting out itself standeth in two

things. I. In a preparator^y work. 2. In the

manner of executing the act.

1 . The preparatory work stanaeth in these tliree

things.

(I.) It standeth in their separation that have not

come to him, from them that have, at that day.

Or thus : At the day of the great casting end,

those that have not NOW come to him, shall be

separated from them that have ; for them that

have ' he will not cast out.' ' When the Son of

man shall come in his glory, and all the holy

angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne

of his glory ; and before him shall be gathered

all nations, and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats.' Mat. xxv. 31, 32. This dreadful separa-

tion, therefore, shall then be made betwixt them
that iNOW come to Christ, and them that come
not. And good reason ; for since they would not
with us come to him now they have time, why
should they stand with us Avhen judgment is

come ?

(2.) They sliall be placed before him according
to their condition : they that have come to him, in

great dignity, even at his right hand; 'For he
will in no wise cast them out:' but the rest shall

be set at his left hand, the place of disgrace and
siiaiue; for they did not come to him for life.

Distinguished also shall they bo by fit terms :

these that come to him he calleth the sheep, but
the rest are frowish goats, ' and he shall separate

them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his

sheep from the goats;' and the sheep will be set

on the i-ight hand—next heaven gate, for they

came to him— but the goats on his left, to go from
him into hell, because they are not of his sheep.

(3.) Then will Chi-ist proceed to conviction of

those that came not to him, and will say, ' I was
a stranger, and ye took me not in,' or did not

come unto me. Their excuse of themselves he will

slight as dirt, and proceed to their final judgment.

2. Now when these wretched rejecters of Christ

shall thus be set before him in their sins, and con-

victed, this is the preparatory work upon which

follows the manner of executing the act which will

be done.

(1.) In the presence of all the holy angels.

(2.) In the presence of all them that in their

lifetime came to him, by saying unto them, ' De-

part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,

prepared for the devil and his angels
:

' with the

reason annexed to it. For you were cruel to me
and mine, particularly discovered in these words,
' For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat;

I Avas thirsty, and ye gave me no drink ; I was a

stranger, and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye

clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited

me not.' Mat. xxv. 41-43.

Second, Now it remains that we speak of the

place into which these shall he cast, which, in the

general, you have heard already, to wit, the fire

pi-epared for the devil and his angels. But, in

particular, it is thus described:

—

1. It is called Tophet : ' For Tophet is ordained of

old, yea, for the king,' the Lucifer, 'it is prepared ;

he hath made it deep and large ; the pile thereof is

fire and much wood ; the breath of the Lord, like

a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.' is. xxx. 32.

2. It is called hdl. ' It is better for thee to

enter halt ' or lame ' into life, than having two

feet to be cast into hell.' Mar. ix. 45.

3. It is called tJie vyine-prress of tJie wrath of God.
' And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth,

and gathered the vine of the earth,' that is, them

that did not come to Christ, ' and cast it into the

great wine-press of the wrath of God. ' Re. xiv. 19.

4. It is called a lake of fire. ' And whosoever

was not found written in the book of life was cast

into the lake of fire.' Re. xa. 15.

5. It is called a pit. ' Thou hast said in thy

heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my
throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon

the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the

north. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell,

to the sides of the pit.' is. xiv. 13—15.

6. It is called a bottomless pit, out of which the

smoke and the locust came, and into which the great

dragon was cast ; and it is called bottomless, to show
the endlessness of the fall that they will have into

it, that come not, in the acceptable time, to Jesus

Christ. Re. ix. 1. 2; xx. H.
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7. It Is called outer darkness. ' Bind him hand
Ctnd foot - and cast him into outer darkness,'

and cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer

darkness,' ' there shall be weejjing- and gnashing
of teeth. ' Mat. xxii. 13 ; xxv. 30.

8. It is called a furnace offire. • As therefore

the tares are gathered and burned in the fire ; so

shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of

man shall send forth his angels, and they shall

gather out of his kingdom all things that offend,

and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them
into a furnace of lire : there shall be wailing and

gnashing of teeth. ' And again, ' So shall it bo

at the end of the world : the angels shall come
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,

and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there

shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 'Mat. xiii 40-51.

9. Lastly, It may not be amiss, if, in the conclu-

sion of this, I show in few words to what the things

that torment them in this state are compared. In-

deed, some of them have been occasionally men-

tioned already ; as that they are compared,

(I.) To wood that burnetii.

(2.) To fire.

(3.) To fire and brimstone: But,

(4.) It is compared to a worm, a gnawing worm,

a never-dying gnawing worm ; They are cast into

hell, * where their worm dieth not.' Mar. ix. a.

(5.) It is called unquenchablefire; 'He will gather

his wheat into the garner ; but he will burn up the

chaflf with unquenchable fire.' Mat. ill. 12. Lu. iii. 17.

(G.) It is called everlasting destruction; * The Lord

Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty

angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them

that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of

our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished with

everlasting destruction from the presence of the

Lord, and from the glory of his power.' 2Th. i. 7-9.

(7.) It is called ivrafh- uithoid mixture, and is

given them in the cup of his indignation. ' If any

man worship the beast, and his image, and receive

his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same

shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which

is poured out without mixture, into the cup of his

indignation ; and he shall be toimented with fire

and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels,

and in the presence of the Lamb.' Re. 3dv. 9, 10.

(8.) It is called the second death. ' And death and

hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the

second death. Blessed and holy is he that hath

part in the first I'esurrectlon : on such the second

death hath no power.' Re. xx. 6, 14.

(9.) It is called eternal damnation. ' But he that

shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never

forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.'

Oh ! these three words ! Ecerlasting jyuidshmcnt I

Eternal damnation I And For ever and ever! How
will they gnaAV and eat up all the expectation of the

end of the misery of the cast-away sinners. 'And

VOL. I.

the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever

and ever; and they have no rest day nor night,' <tc.,

Re. xiv. 11.

Their behaviour In hell is set forth by four things

as I know of;

—

[a.) By calling for help and relief

in vain; (6.) By weeping; (c.) By wailing; [d.) By
gnashing of teeth.

[the POWDR of CHRIST TO SAVE, OR TO CAST OUT.]

Second. And now we come to the second thino-

that is to be inquired into, namely, How it aj'fpears

that Chrid hath jjower to save, or to ca^t out. For by
these words, ' I will in no wise cast out,' he declareth

that he hath power to do both. Now this inquiry

admits us to search into two things: First, How it

appears that he hath jjower to save; Second, How it

appears tJud he hath jjower to cast out.

First, That he halh2J0tver to save, appears by that

which follows:

—

1. To speak only of him as he Is mediator: he

was authorized to this blessed work by his Father,

before the Avorld began. Hence the apostle saith,

• He hath chosen us in him before the foundation

of the world.' Ep. i. 4. VV^ith all those things that

effectually will produce our salvation. Head the

same chapter, Avith 2 Ti. i. 9.

2. He was promised to our first parents, that he

should, in the fulness of time, bruise the serpent's

head ; and, as Paul expounds it, redeem them that

were under the law. Hence, since that time, he

hath been reckoned as slain for our sins. By which

means all the fathers under the first testament were

secured from the wrath to come ; hence be Is calknl,

' The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

'

Re. xiii. 8. Ge. iii. 15. Ga. iv. 4, 5.

3. Moses gave testimony of him by the types and

shadows, and bloody sacrifices, that he commanded

from the mouth of God to be in use for the support

of his people's faith, until the time of reformation ;

which was the time of this Jesus his death. He. ix.; x.

4. At the time of his birth it was testified of him

by the angel, ' That he should save his people from

their sins. ' Mat. i. 21.

5. It is testified of him in the days of his flesh, that

he had power on earth to forgive sins. Mar. ii. 5—12.

6. It is testified also of him by the apostle Peter,

that 'God hath exalted him with his own right hand,

to be a prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance

to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.' Ac v. si.

7. lu a word, this is everywhere testified of him,

j

both in the Old Testament and the New. And
' o-ood reason that he should be acknowledged and

trusted in, as a Saviour.

(1.) He came down from heaven to be a Saviuur.

Jn. vi. 38-40.

(2.) He was anointed when on earth to be a

Saviour. Lu. iii. 22.

(3.) lie did the works of a Saviour. As, (a.) }U

2 M
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fulfilled the hvr, and became the end of it for

rio'htcousness, for them that believe in him. Ro.x.3,4.

(b.) lie laid down his life as a Saviour ; he gave his

life as ' a ransom for many.' siat. xx. I's. Mar. x. 45. 1 Ti.

ii. 6. (c.) Ho hath abolished death, destroyed the

dovil, put away sin, got the keys of hell and death,

is ascended into heaven ; is there accepted of God,

and bid sit at the right hand as a Saviour ; and that

because his sacrifice for sins pleased God. 2 Ti. i. 10.

He. ii. 14, I-5. Ep. iv. 7, 8. Jn. xvi. 10, 11. Ac. v. 30, 31. He. x. 12, 13.

(4.) God hath sent out and proclaimed him as a

Saviour, and tells the world that we have redemption

through his blood, that he will justify us, if we be-

lieve in his blood, and that he can faithfully and

justly do it. Yea, God doth beseech us to be recon-

ciled to him by bis Son ; which could not be, if he

were not anointed by him to this very end, and also

if his works and undertakings Avere not accepted of

him considered as a Saviour. Ro. iii. 24, 25. 2 Co. v. is-21.

(5.) God hath received already millions of souls

into his paradise, because they have received this

Jesus for a Saviour ; and is resolved to cut them off,

and to cast them out of his presence, that will not

take him for a Saviour. He. xii. 22-26.

I intend brevity here ; therefore a word to the

second, and so conclude.

Second, How it appears that he hath pcncer to cast

out. This appears also by what follows:

—

1. The Father, for the service that he hath done

him as Saviour, hath made him Lord of all, even

Lord of quick and dead. ' For to this end Christ

both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be
Lord both of the dead and living. ' Ro. xiv. 9.

2. The Father liath left it with him to quicken

whom he will, to M'it, with saving grace, and to cast

out whom he will, for their rebellion against him.

Jn. V. 21.

3. The Father hath made him judge of quick

and dead, hath committed all judgment unto the

Son, and appointed that all should honour the Son,

even as they honour the Father, jn. v. 22, 23.

4. God will judge the world by this man : the
day is appointed for judgment, and he is appointed
for judge. ' He hath appointed a day in the which
he will judge the world in righteousness by that

man. Ac. xvii. 31. Therefore we must all appear be-
fore the judgment-seat of Christ, that every one may
receive for the things done in the body, according
to what they have done. If they have closed with
him, heaven and salvation ; if they have not, hell

and dan)nation !

And for these reasons he must be judf^e :

(1.) Because of his humiliation, because of his

Father's word he humbled himself, and he became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

'Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name: that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of

lUinys m heaven, and Ounys \n earth, and tldngs

under the earth ; and thai every tongue should con-,

fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.' This hath respect to his being judge,

and his sitting in judgment upon angels and men..

Phi. iL 7—11. Ro. xiv. 10, 11.

(2.) That all n!en might honour the Son, even as

they honour the Father. ' For the Father judgeth

no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the

Son ; that all men should honour the Son, even as

they honour the Father. ' Jn. v. 22, 2.3.

(3.) Because of his righteous judgment, this work
is fit for no creature ; it is only fit for the Son of

God. For he will reward every man according to

his ways. Re. xxii. 12.

(4.) Because he is the Son of man, He 'hath

given him authority to execute judgment also, be-

cause he is the Son of man.' Jn. v. 27.

[SECOND, THE TEXT TREATED BY WAY OP

OBSERVATION.]

Thus have I in brief passed through this text by

way of explications. My next work is to speak to

it by way of observation. But I shall be also as

brief in that as the nature of the thing will admit.

' All that the Father giveth me shall come to me

;

and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast

out.' Jn. vi. 37.

And now I come to some observations, and a

little briefly to speak to them, and then conclude

the Avhole. The words thus explained afford us

many, some of which are these. 1. That God the

Father, and Christ his Son, are two distinct per-

sons in the Godhead. 2. That by them, not exclud-

ing the Holy Ghost, is contrived and determined

the salvation of fallen mankind. 3. That this con-

trivance resolved itself into a. covenant between

these persons in the Godhead, which standeth in

giving on the Father's part, and receiving on the

Son's. 'All that the Father giveth me,' <tc.

4. That every one that the Father hath given to

Christ, according to the mind of God in the text,

shall certainly come to him. 5. That coming to

Jesus Christ is therefore not by the will, wisdom,

or power of man ; but by the gift, promise, and

drawing of the Father. • All that the Father giveth

me shall come.' 6. That Jesus Christ will be care-

ful to receive, and will not in any wise reject those

that come, or are coming to him. ' And him that

cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' There

are, besides these, some other truths implied in the

words. As, 7. They that are coming to Jesus

Christ are ofttimes heartily afraid that he will not

receive them. 8. Jesus Christ would not have

them that in truth are coming to him once thiuk

that he will cast them out.

These observations lie all of them in the words,

and are plentifully confirmed by the Scriptures of

ti-uth ; but I shall not at this time speak to then
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all, but shall pass by the first, second, tbird, fourtb,

and sixtb, partly because I desii);n brevity, and
partly because tliey are touched upon in the ex-

plicatory part of the text. I shall therefore beffin

with the fifth observation, and so make that the

first in order, in the following- discourse.

[coming to CHRIST NOT BY THE POWER OF MAN,

BUT BY THE DRAWING OF TUB FATHER.]

Observation First. First, then, coming to Christ

is not by the loill, loisdom, or power of man, hut hy

the gift, promise, and drawing of the Falher. This

observation standeth of two parts. First, The
coming to Christ is not by the will, wisdom, or

power of man ; Second, But by the gift, promise,

and drawing of the Father.

That the text carrieth this truth in its bosom,

you will find if you look into the explication of the

first part thereof before. I shall, therefore, here

follow the method propounded, viz. show.

First, That coming to Christ is not by the will,

wisdom, or pjower of man. This is true, because

the Word doth positively say it is not.

1. It denieth it wholly to be by the will of man.
' Not of blood, nor of the will of the flesli, nor of

the will of man. ' Jn. i. 13. And again, ' It is not of

him that willeth, nor of him that runneth.' Ro. ix. 16.

2. It denieth it to be of the wisdom of man, as

is manifest from these considerations

:

(1.) In the wisdom of God it pleased him, that

the world by wisdom should not know liim. Now,

if by their wisdom they cannot know him, it follows,

by that wisdom, they cannot come unto him ; for

coming to him is not before, but after some know-

ledge of him. 1 Co. i. 21. Ac. xiii. 27. Ps. ix. 10.

(2.) The wisdom of man, in God's account, as to

the knowledge of Christ, is reckoned foolishness.

* Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this

world ?' 1 Co. L 20. And again. The wisdom of this

world is foolishness with God. ii. 14. If God hath

made foolish the wisdom of this world ; and again,

if the wisdom of this world is foolishness with him,

then verily it is not likely, that by that a sinner

should become so prudent as to come to Jesus

Christ, especially if you consider,

(3.) That the doctrine of a crucified Christ, and

60 of salvation by him, is the very thing that is

counted foolishness to the wisdom of the world.

Now, if the very doctrine of a crucified Christ be

counted foolishness by the wisdom of this world, it

cannot be that, by that wisdom, a man sliould be

drawn out in his soul to come to him. l Co. iii. is

;

L 18, 23.

(4.) God counted the wisdom of this world one

of his greatest enemies ; therefore, by that wisdom

no man can come to Jesus Christ. For it is not

Jikely that one of God's greatest enemies should

di-awa man to tliat whicli best of all pleaseth God,

as coming to Christ doth. Now, that God countetlv

the wisdom of this world one of his greatest enemies,

is evident, {a.) For that it casteth the greatest con-

tempt upon his Son's undertakings, as afore is

proved, in tliat it counts his crucifixion foolishness

;

though that be one of the highest demonstrations

of Divine wisdom. Ep. i. i, 8. (6.) Because God liath

threatened to destroy it, and bring it to nought,

and cause it to perish; which surely he would not

do, was it not an enemy, would it direct men to,

and cause them to close with Jesus Christ, is. ixii. 14.

1 Co. i. 19. (c.) He hath rejected it from helping in

the ministry of his Word, as a fruitless business,

and a thing that comes to nouglit. 1 Co. u. 4, 6, 12, 13.

{d.) Because it causeth to perish, those tliat seek

it, and pursue it. 1 Co. i. is, 19. (e.) And God has

proclaimed, tliat if any man will be wise in this

world, he must be a fool in the wisdom of this

world, and tliat is the way to be wise in the wisdom

of God. ' If any man seemeth to be Avise in tins

world, let him become a fool that he may be wise.

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with

God.' 1 Co. iii. 18-20.

3. Coming to Christ is not by the power of man.

This is evident partly,

(1.) From that which goeth before. For man's

power in the putting forth of it, in this matter, is

either stirred up by love, or sense of necessity ; but

the wisdom of this world neither gives man love to,

or sense of a need of, Jesus Christ; therefore, his

power lieth still, as from that.

(2.) What power has he that is dead, as every

natural man spiritually is, even dead in trespasses

and sins? Dead, even as dead to God's New Testa-

ment things as he that is in his grave is dead to the

things of this world. What power hath he, then,

whereby to come to Jesus Christ? Jn. v. 25. Ep. ii. 1.

Col. iL 13.

(3.) God forbids the mighty man's glorying in

his strength; and says positively, ' By strength

shall no man prevail;' and again, 'Not by niiglit,

nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.'

Je. ix. 23, 24. 1 Sa. ii. 9. Zee. iv. 6. 1 Co. L 27-31.

(4.) Paul acknowledgeth that man, nay, con-

verted man, of himself, hatli not a sufficiency of

power in himself to think a good thought ; if not

to do that which is least, for to think is less tlian

to come ; tlien no man, by his own power, can

come to Jesus Christ. 2 Co. ii. 5.

(5.) Hence we are said to be made willing to

come, by the power of God ; to be raised from a

state of sin to a state of grace, by the power of

God ; and to believe, that is to come, through tlie

exceeding working of his mighty power. Ps, ex. s.

Col. ii. 12. Ep. i. 18, 20. Job xxiii. 14. But this needed not,

if either man had power or will to come ; or so much

as graciously to think of being willing to come, of

themselves, to Jesus Christ.

Secotul, I should now come to the proof of the
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secoml part of tlie observation [namely, the coming

to Clirld is hy the (jijl, jvoDiise, and drawing of the

Father], but that is occasionally done already, in

tlio explicatory part of the text, to which I refer

the reader ; for I shall liere only give thee a text

or two more to the same purpose, and so come to

the use and application.

1. It is expressly said, ' No man can come to

me, except the Father Avhich hath sent me draw

him.' Jti. vi. 44. By tliis text, there is not only

insinuated that in man is want of power, but also

of will, to come to Jesus Christ: they must be

drawn ; they come not if they be not drawn. And
observe, it is not man, no, nor all the angels in

heaven, that can draw one sinner to Jesus Christ.

No man cometh to me, except the Father which

hath sent me draw him,

2. Again, ' No man can come unto me, except it

were given unto him of my Father. ' Jn. >i. 65. It is an

heavenlygift that maketh man come to Jesus Christ.

3. Again, ' It is written in the prophets, And
they shall be all taught of God. Every man,

therefore, that hath heard, and hath learned of the

Father, cometh unto me.' Jn. vi. 45.

I shall not enlarge, but shall make some use and

application, and so come to the next observation.

[Use and Applicafion of Observation First.]

Use First. Is it so? Is coming to Jesus Christ

not by the will, wisdom, orpower of man, but by the

gift, promise, and drawing of the Father ? Then
they are to blame that cry up the will, wisdom', and
power of man, as things sufficient to bring men to

Christ.

There are some men who think they may not be

contradicted, when they plead for the will, wisdom,

and power of man in reference to the things that

are of the kingdom of Christ ; but I will say to

such a man, he never yet came to understand, that

liimself is what the Scripture teacheth conccrnino-

him ; neither did he ever know what coming to

Christ is, by the teaching, gift, and drawing of the
Father. He is such a one that hath set up God's
enemy in opposition to him, and that continueth in

6uch acts of defiance; and what his end, without a
new birth, will be, the Scripture teacheth also; but
we will pass this.

Use Second. Is it so? Is coming to Jesus Christ
by the gift, promise, and drawing of the Father ?

Then let saints here learn to ascribe their coming
to Christ to the gift, promise, and drawing of the
Father. Christian man, bless God, who hath given
thee to Jesus Christ by promise ; and again, bless
God for that he hath drawn thee to him. And
why is it thee? Why not another? that the
glory of electing love should rest upon thy head,
and that the glory of the exceeding grace of God
should take hold of thy heart, and bring thee to

Jesus Clu'ist I

Use Tliird. Is it so, that coming to Jesus Christ

is by the Father, as aforesaid? Then this should

teach us to set a high esteem upon them that

indeed are coming to Jesus Christ; I say, an high

esteem on them, for the sake of him by virtue of

whose grace they are made to come to Jesus Christ.

We see that when men, by the help of human
abilities, do arrive at the knowledge of, and bring

to pass that which, when done, is a wonder to the

world, how he that did it, is esteemed and com-

mended ; yea, how are his wits, parts, industry,

and unweariedness in all admired, and yet the man,

as to this, is but of the world, and his work the

effect of natural ability ; the things also attained by
him end in vanity and vexation of spirit. Further,

perhaps in the pursuit of these his achievements,

he sins against God, wastes his time vainly, and

at long-run loses his soul by neglecting of better

things
; yet he is admired ! But I say, if this

man's parts, labour, diligence, and the like, will

bring him to such applause and esteem in the world,

what esteem should we have of such an one that

is by the gift, promise, and power of God, coming

to Jesus Christ ?

1. This is a man with whom God is, in whom
God works and walks ; a man whose motion is

governed and steered by the mighty hand of God,

and the effectual working of his power. Here is

a man I

2. This man, hy the power of God's might,

which worketh in him, is able to cast a whole world

behind him, with all the lusts and pleasures of it,

and to charge through all the difficidties that men
and devils can set against him. Here is a man.

3. This man is travelling to Mount Zion, the

heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God,
and to an innumerable company of angels, and the

spirits of just men made perfect, to God the Judge
of all, and to Jesus. Here is a man !

4. This man can look upon death with comfort,

can laugh at destruction when it cometh, and longs

to hear the sound of the last trump, and to see his

Judge coming in the clouds of heaven. Here is a
man indeed I

Let Christians, then, esteem each other as such.

I know you do it ; but do it more and more. And
that you may, consider these two or three things.

(1.) These are the objects of Christ's esteem. Mat.

jcii. 48, 49 ; xv. 22-28. Lu. vii. 9. (2.) These are the objects

of the esteem of angels. Da. ix. 12 ; x. 21, 22. xii. 3, 4.

He. ii. 14. (3.) These have been the objects of the

esteem of heathens, when but convinced about
them. Da. V. 10, 11. Ac. V. 15. 1 Co. xiv. 24, 25. * Let each
[of you, then,] esteem [each] other better than
themselves.' pw. u. 2.

Use FouHh. Again, Is it so, that no man comes
to Jesus Christ by the will, wisdom, and power of
man, but by the gift, promise, and drawing of the
Father ? Then this shows us how horribly ignor-
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ant of tliis snch are, wlio make the man tliat Is

coming to Christ the ohject of their contempt and

rage. These are also nnreasonahlc and wicked

men ; men in -whom is no faith. 2 Th. iii. 2. Sinners,

did jou but know what a blessed thing it is to

come to Jesus Christ, and that by the help and
drawing of the Father, they do indeed come to

him ; you would hang and burn in hell a thousand

years, before you would turn your spirits as you do,

against him that God is drawing to Jesus Christ,
;

and also against the God that draws him. !

. . . i

But, faithless sinner, let us a little expostulate
1

the matter. What hath this man done against

thee, that is coming to Jesus Christ ? Why dost

thou make him the object of thy scorn? doth his

com.ing to Jesus Christ offend thee ? doth his
1

pursuing of his own salvation offend thee? doth

his forsaking of his sins and pleasures offend thee ?

Poor coming man !
' Sliall we sacrifice the

abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes,

and will they not stone us ?' Ex. viii. 26.

But, I say, why offended at this ? Is he ever

the worse for coming to Jesus Christ, or for his

loving and serving of Jesus Christ ? Or is he

ever the more a fool, for flying from that which

will drown thee in hell-fire, and for seeking eternal

life ? Besides, pray, Sirs, consider it : this he

doth, not of himself, but by the drawing of the

Father. Come, let me tell thee in thine ear, thou

that wilt not come to him thyself, and him that

would, thou hinderest

—

1. Thou shalt be judged for one that hath hated,

maligned, and reproached Jesus Christ, to whom
this poor sinner is coming.

2. Thou shalt be judged, too, for one that hath

hated the Father, by whose powerful drawing this

sinner doth come.

3. Thou shalt be taken and judged for one that

has done despite to the Spirit of grace in him that

is, by its help, coming to Jesus Christ. What
sayest thou now ? Wilt thou stand by thy doings ?

Wilt thou continue to contemn and reproach the

living God ? Tliinkest thou that thou shalt wea-

ther it out well enough at the day of judgment ?

' Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be

strong, in the days that I shall deal with thee,'

Saith the Lord ? Eze. xxU. 14. Jn. .w. I8-2.3. Jude 15.

1 Th. iv. 8.

Use Fifth. Is it so, that no man comes to Je-

sus Clirist by the will, wisdom, and power of man,

but by the gift, promise, and drawing of the Fa-

ther ? Then this showeth lis how it comes to

pass, that weak means are so powerful as to bring

men out of their sins to a hearty pursuit after

Jesus Christ. When God bid Moses speak to the

people, he said, * I will give thee counsel, and

God shall be with thee.* Ex. xviiL 19. When God

speaks, Avhen God works, Avho can let it ? None,

none: then the work goes on ! Elias threw his

mantle upon the shoulders of Elisha; and what a

wonderful work followed ! When Jesus fell in

with the crowing of a cock, what work was
there ! Avhcn God is in the means, then shall

that means—be it never so weak and contemptible

in itself—work wondei's. 1 Ki. xix. 19. Mat. xxvi. 74, 75.

Mar. xiv. 71, 72. Lu. xxii. GO-62. The woild Understood

not, nor believed, that the walls of Jericho should

fall at the soimd of rams' horns ; but when God
will work, the means must be effectual. A word
weakly .spoken, .spoken with difficulty, in temp-
tation, and in the midst of great contempt and

scorn, works wonders, if the Lord thy God will

say so too.

Use Sixth. Is it so ? Doth no man come to

Jesus Christ by the will, wisdom, and power of

man, but by the gift, promise, and drawing of the

Father ? Then here is room for Christians to

stand and wonder at the effectual working of

God's providences, that he hath made use of, as

means to bring them to Jesus Christ.

For altliougli men are drawn to Christ by the

power of the Father, yet that power puttetli fortii

itself in the use of means: and these means are

divers, sometimes this, sometimes that; for God
is at liberty to work by which, and when, and

how he will ; but let the means be what they will,

and as contemptible as may be, yet God that com-

manded the light to shine out of darkness, and

that out of weakness can make strong, can, nay,

doth oftentimes make use of very unlikely means

to bring about the conversion and salvation of his

people. Therefore, you that are come to Christ

—and that by unlikely means—stay yourselves,

and wonder, and, wondering, magnify almighty

power, by the work of which the means hath been

made effectual to bring you to Jesus Christ.

What was the providence that God made use

of as a means, either more remote or more near,

to bring tliee to Jesus Christ ? Was it the re-

moving of thy iiabitation, the change of thy con-

dition, the I0S.S of relations, estate, or the like ?

Was it thy casting of thine eye upon some good

book, thy hearing of thy neighbours talk of hea-

venly things, the beholding of God's judgments as

executed upon others, or thine own deliverance

from them, or thy being strangely cast under the

ministry of some godly man ? take notice of

such providence or providences ! They were sent

and managed by mighty power to do thee good.

God himself, I say, hath joined himself unto this

chariot: yea, and so blessed it, that it failed not

to accomplish the thing for which he sent it.

God blcsseth not to every one his providence.'^

in this manner. How many thousands are there

in this world, that pass every day under the same

providences ! but God is not in them, to do that

work by them as he hath done for thy poor soul,

by his effectually working with them. that Jc^ua
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Christ slioulil meet tliee in this providence, that

dispensation, or tlie other ordinance ! This is

grace indeed ! At tliis, tlicrefore, it will be thy

wisdom to admire, and for this to bless God.

Give me leave to give you a taste of some of

those providences that have been effectual, through

the management of God, to bring salvation to the

Bouls of his people.

(1.) The first shall be that of the M^oman of

Samaria. It must happen, that she must needs

go out of the city to draw water, not before nor

after, but just when Jesus Clirist her Saviour

was come from far, and set to rest him, being

weary, upon the well. What a blessed providence

was this ! Even a providence managed by the

almighty wisdom, and almighty power, to the con-

version and salvation of this poor creature. For

by this providence was this poor creature and her

Saviour brought together, that that blessed work

might be fulfilled upon the woman, according to

the purpose before determined by the Father. Jn. iv.

(2.) \\liat providence was it that there should

be a tree in the way for Zaccheus to climb, thereby

to give Jesus opportunity to call that chief of the

publicans home to himself, even before he came
down therefrom. Ln. xix.

(3.) Was it not also wonderful that the thief,

which you read of in the gospel, should, by the

providence of God, be cast into prison, to be con-

demned even at that sessions that Christ himself

was to die ; nay, and that it should happen, too,

that they must be hanged together, that the thief

might be in hearing and observing of Jesus in his

last words, that he might be converted by him
before his death ! Ln. ixiu.

(4.) What a strange providence was it, and as

strangely managed by God, that Onesimus, when
he was run away from his master, should be taken,

and, as I think, cast into that very prison where
Paul lay bound for the Word of the gospel ; that

he might there be by him converted, and then sent

home again to his master Philemon ! Behold ' all

things work together for good to them that love

God, to them who are the called according to his

purpose. ' Ro. viii. 28.

Nay, I have myself known some that have been
made to go to hear the Word preached against
their wills ; others have gone not to hear, but to

see and to be seen ; nay, to jeer and flout others,

as also to catch and carp at things. Some also

to feed their adulterous eyes with the sight of
beautiful objects; and yet God hath made use
even of these things, and even of the wicked and
sinful proposals of sinners, to bring them under
the grace that might save their souls.

Use Sevadh. Puth no man come to Jesus Christ
but by the drawing, kc, of the Father? Then
let me here caution those poor sinners, that are

epectators of tlic change that God bath wrought

' in them that are coming to Jesus Christ, not to

attribute this Mork and change to other things

and causes.

There are some poor sinners in the world that

plainly see a change, a mighty change, in their

neighbours and relations that are coming to Jesus

Christ. But, as I said, they being ignorant, and

not knowing whence it comes and whither it goes,

for ' so is every one that is born of the Spirit,'

Jn. iii. 8, therefore they attribute this change to

other causes: as melancholy; to sitting alone; to

overmuch reading; to their going to too many

sermons ; to too much studying and musing on

what they hear.

Also they conclude, on the other side, that it is

for want of merry company ; for want of physic

;

and therefore they advise them to leave off reading,

going to sermons, the company of sober people

;

and to be merry, to go a gossiping, to busy them-

selves in the things of this world, not to sit musing

alone, <fcc.

But come, poor ignorant sinner, let me deal

with thee. It seems thou art turned counsellor

for Satan : I tell thee thou knowest not what thou

dost. Take heed of spending thy judgment after

this manner; thou judgest foolishly, and sayest in

this, to every one that passeth by, thou art a fool.

What ! count convictions for sin, mournings for

sin, and repentance for sin, melancholy ? This is

like those that on the other side said, * These men
are [drunk with] full of new wine,' <fce. Or as

he that said Paul was mad. Ac. u. 13; xxvi. 24. Poor

ignorant sinner ! canst thou judge no better ?

What! is sitting alone, pensive imder God's hand,

reading the Scriptures, and hearing of sermons,

he, the way to be undone ? The Lord open thine

eyes, and make thee to see thine error ! Thou
hast set thyself against God, thou hast despised

the operation of his hands, thou attemptest to

murder souls. What ! canst thou give no better

counsel touching those whom God hath wounded,

tlian to send them to the ordinances of hell for

help ? Thou biddest them be merry and light-

some ; but dost thou not know that ' the heart

of fools is in the house of mirth ?' Ec. vu. 4.

Thou biddest them shun the hearing of thun-

dering preachers ; but is it not ' better to hear

the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the

song of fools V Ec. vii. 5. Thou biddest them busy

themselves in the things of this world ; but dost

thou not know that the Lord bids, ' Seek first the

kingdom of God, and his righteousness ?' Mat. vi.a6.

Poor ignorant sinner 1 hear the counsel of God to

such, and learn thyself to be wiser. * Is any
afflicted ? let him pray. Is any merry ? let him
sing psalms.' Ja. v. 13. 'Blessed is the man that

heareth me.' rr. vUi. 32. And hear for time to come,
'Save yourselves from this imtoward generation.'

Ac u. 40. • Search the Scriptures.' Jn. v. so. • Give
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attendance to reading.' i tl iv. 13. 'It is better to

go to the house of mourning. ' Ec. vU. 2, 3.

And wilt thou judge him that doth thus ? Art

thou almost like Eljnias the sorcerer, that sought

to turn the deputy from the faith ? Thou seekest

to pervert the right ways of the Lord. Take heed

lest some heavy judgment overtake thee. Ac. xiii. 8-13.

What! teach men to quench convictions; take men
off from a serious consideration of the evil of sin,

of the terrors of the Avorld to coi\ie, and how they

shall escape the same ? What ! teach men to put

God and his Word out of their minds, by running

to merry company, by running to the world, by

gossiping ? <fec. This is as much as to bid them

to say to God, ' Depart from us, for we desire not

the knowledge of thy ways;' or, 'What is the Al-

mighty that we should serve him ? or what profit

have we if we keep his ways ?' Here is a devil

in grain ! What ! bid man walk ' according to

the course of this world, according to the prince

of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketli

in the children of disobedience.' Ep. ii. 2.

[Two objections answered.^

Object. 1 . But we do not know that such are

coming to Jesus Christ ; truly we wonder at them,

and think they are tools.

Ansio. Do you not know that they are coming

to Jesus Christ ? then they may be coming to him,

for aught you know ; and why will ye be worse

than the brute, to speak evil of the things you

know not ? What! are ye made to be taken and

destroyed ? must ye utterly perish in your own

corruptions ? 2 Pe. a 12. Do you not know them ?

Let them alone then. If you cannot speak good

of them, speak not bad. * Retrain from these men,

and let them alone; for if this counsel or this work

be of men, it will come to nought ; but if it be of

God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply ye be

found even to fight against God.' Ac. v. 38, 39. But

why do you wonder at a work of conviction and

conversion ? Know you not that this is the judg-

ment of God upon you, ' ye despisers, to behold,

and wonder, and perish?' Ac. xUi. 40, 41. But why

wonder, and think they are fools ? Is the way of

the just an abomination to you ? See that pas-

sage, and be ashamed, ' He that is upright in the

way is abomination to the wicked.' Pr. xxix. 27. Your

wondering at them argues that 3'ou are strangers

to yourselves, to conviction for sin, and to hearty

desires to be saved ; as also to coming to Jesus

Christ.

Object. 2. But how shall we know that such men

are coming to Jesus Christ ?

A71S10. Who can make them see that Christ has

made blind ? Jn. iL 3, 9. Nevertheless, because 1

endeavour thy conviction, conversion, and salva-

tion, consider : Do they cry out of sin, being

burtiiened with it, as of an exceeding bitter thing?

Do they fly from it, as from the face of a deadly

serpent ? Do they cry out of the insufticiency of

their own righteousness, as to justification in the

sight of God ? Do they cry out after the Lord

Jesus, to save them ? Do they see more worth

and merit in one drop of Christ's blood to save

them, than in all the sins of the world to damn

them ? Are they tender of sinning against Jesus

Christ ? Is his name, person, and undertakings,

more precious to them, than is the glor}' of the

world ? Is this word more dear unto them ? Is

faith in Christ (of which they are convinced by

God's Spirit of the want of, and that without it

they can never close with Christ) precious to them?

Do they savour Christ in his Word, and do they

leave all the world for his sake? And are they

willing, God helping them, to run hazards for his

name, for the love they bear to him ? Are his

saints precious to them ? If these things be so,

whetlier thou seest them or no, these men are com-

ing to Jesus Christ. Ro. vii. 9—14. Ps. ixiwU. 3—s. He.

vi. 18-20. Is. Ixiv. 6. Phi. iii. 7, 8. Ps. liv. 1 ; cix. 26. Ac. xn. 30.

Fs. li. 7, 8. 1 Pe. i. 18, 19. Ro. vii. 24. 2 Co. v. 2. Ac v. 41. Ja.

ii. 7. Ca. V. 10—16. Ps. cxix. Jn. xiii. 35. 1 Jn. iv. 7 ; iii. 14. Jn.

xvi. 9. Ro. xiv. 23. He. xi. 6. Ps. xix. 10, 11. Je. xv. 16. He.

xi. 24-27. Ac. xx. 22-24 ; xxi. 13. Tit. iii. 15. 2 Jn. i. Ep. iv. 16.

Pliile. 7. 1 Co. xvi. 24.

[comers OFl'TIMES AFRAID THAT CHRIST WILL XOT

RECEIVE THEM.]

Observation Second.— I come now to the

second observation propounded to be spoken to,

to wit. That they that are coming to Jesiis Christ,

are ofttimes heartily afraid thai Jesiis Christ will

not receive them.

I told you that this observation is implied in the

text; and I gather it.

First, From the largeness and ojjenness of the

promise : ' I will in no wise cast out. '
For had

there not been a proneness in us to * fear casting

out,' Christ needed not to have, as it were, waylaid

our fear, as he doth by this great and strange ex-

pression, ' In no wise ;' ' And him that conieth to

me I will in no wise cast out.' There needed not,

as I may say, such a promise to be invented by

the wisdom of heaven, and worded at such a rate,

as it were on purpose to dash in pieces at one

blow all the objections of coming sinners, if they

were not prone to admit of such objections, to the

discouraging of their own soids. For this word,

' in no wise,' cutteth the throat of all objections;

and it was dropped by the Lord Jesus for that

very end; and to help the faith that is mixed with

unbelief. And it is, as it were, the sum of all

promises ; neither can any objection be made upon

the uuworthiness that thou findest in thee, that

this pronli.'^e will not assoil.

But I am a great sinner, saycst thou.
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• I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ.

But I am an old sinner, saycst tliou.

• I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ.

r>ut I am a hard-hearted sinner, sayest thou.

• I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ.

r>ut I am a hacks) iding sinner, saycst thou.

• I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ.

IJut I have served Satan all my days, saycst thou.

• I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ.

But I have sinned against light, sayest thou.

• I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ,

But I have sinned against mercy, saycst thou.

• I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ.

But I have no guod thing to bring with me,

Eayest thou.

' I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ.

Thus I might go on to the end of things, and

show you, that still this promise was provided to

answer all objections, and doth answer them. But

I say, what need it be, if they that are coming to

Jesus Christ are not sometimes, yea, oftentimes,

heartily afraid, 'that Jesus Christ will cast them

out ?

'

Second, I Avill give you now two instances that

seeni to imply the truth of this observation.

In the ninth of ]\Iatthew, at the 2d verse, you

read of a man that was sick of the palsy; and he

was coming to Jesus Christ, being borne upon a

bed by his friends: he also was coming himself,

and that upon another account than any of his

friends were aware of; even for the pardon of sins,

and the salvation of his soul. Now, so soon as

ever he was come into the presence of Christ, Christ

bids him 'be of good cheer.' It seems then, his

heart was fainting ; but what was the cause of his

fainting ? Not his bodily infirmity, for the cure

of which liis friends did bring him to Christ ; but

the guilt and burden of his sins, for the pardon of

which himself did come to him ; therefore he pro-

ceeds, ' Be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee.'

1 say, Christ saw him sinking in his mind, about

how it would go with his most noble part; and
therefore, first, he applies himself to him upon
that account. For though his friends bad faith

enough as to the cure of the body, yet he himself

liad little enough as to the cure of his soul : there-

fore Christ takes him up as a man falling down,
saying, ' Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be for-

given thee.'

That about the Prodigal seems pertinent also to

this matter: ' When he came to himself, he said,

How many hired servants of my father's have
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with

Inmger! I will arise and go to my father.'

Heartily spoken ; but huw did he perform his pro-

mise? I think not so well as he promised to do;
and my ground for my thoughts is, because his

fatlicr, so soon as lie was come to him, fell upon
his neck and kissed him ; implying, methinks, as

if the prodigal by this time was dejected in his

mind ; and therefore his father gives him the most

sudden and familiar token of reconciliation. And
kisses were of old time often used to remove doubts

and fears. Thus Laban and Esau kiss Jacob.

Thus Joseph kissed his brethren ; and thus also

David kissed Absalom. Ge. xxxi. 55; xxxm. 1-4; xlvlii.

9, 10. 2 Sa. xiv 33. It is true, as I said, at first

setting out, he spake heartily, as sometimes sinners

also do in their beginning to come to Jesus Christ;

but might not he, yea, in all probability he had,

between the first step he took, and the last, by

which he accomplished that journey, many a

thought, both this way and that ; as wliether bis

father would receive him or no? As thus: I said,

' 1 would go to my Father,' But how, if when I

come at him he should ask me, Where I have all

this while been ? What must I say then ? Also,

if he ask me, "What is become of the portion of

goods that he gave me ? What shall I say then?

If he asks me. Who have been my conipanions?

What shall I say then ? If he also shall ask me.

What hath been my preferment in all the time of

my absence from him ? W'hat shall I say then ?

Yea, and if he ask me.Why I came home no sooner ?

What shall I say then ? Thus, I say, might he

reason with himself; and being conscious to him-

self, that he could give but a bad answer to any of

these interrogatories, no marvel if he stood in need

first of all of a kiss from his father's lips. For

had he answered the first in truth, he must say, 1

have been a haunter of taverns and ale-houses; and

as for my portion, I spent it in riotous living ; my
companions were whores and drabs ; as for my
preferment, the highest w-as, that I became a hog-

herd ; and as for my not coming home till now,

coidd I have made shift to have staid abroad any

longer, I had not lain at thy feet for mercy now.

I say, these things considered, and considering,

again, how prone poor man is to give way, when

truly awakened, to despondings and heart-mis-

givings, Jio marvel if he did sink in his mind,

between the time of his first setting out, and that

of his coming to his Father.

Third, But, thirdly, methinks I have for the

confirmation of this truth the consent of all the

: sahiis thai are under heaven, to wit, That they

that are coming to Jesus Christ, are ofttimes

heartily afraid that he will not receive them.

Quest. But what should be the reason? I will

answer to this question thus:

1. It is not for want of the revealed will of God,

that manifesteth grounds for the contrary, for of

that there is a sufHeiency
; yea, the text itself hath

laid a sufiieient foundation for encouragement, for

them that are coming to Jesus Christ. ' And him
that Cometh to me I v.ill in no wise cast out.'

2. It is not for want of any invitation to come,

fur that is full and plain. ' Come unto me, all ye
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that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give

you rest.' Mat. xi. 28.

3. Neither is it for want of a manifestation of

Christ's -willingness to receive, as those texts

above named, with that which follows, declarcth,

' If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and

drink.' Jn. vii. 37.

4. It is not for want of exceeding great and pre-

cious promises to receive them that come. ' Where-

fore come out from among them, and be ye separate,

saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing,

and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto

you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith

the Lord Almighty.' 2 Co. vi. 17, 18.

5. It is not for want of solemn oath and engage-

ment to save them that come. ' For - because he

could swear by no greater, he sware by himself -

that by two immutable things, in which it ivas

impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong

consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold

upon tbe hope set before us.' lie. vi. 13—18.

6. Neither is it for want of great examples of

God's mercy, that have come to Jesus Christ, of

which we read most plentifully in the Word. There-

fore, it must be concluded, it is for want of that

which follows.

[ JVIiat it is that prevents the coming to Christ.
]

First, It is for icant of the knowledge of Clirist.

Thou knowest but little of the grace and kindness

that is in the heart of Christ ; thou knowest but

little of the virtue and merit of his blood ; thou

knowest but little of the willingness that is in his

heart to save thee ; and this is tlie reason of the

fear that ariseth in thy heart, and that causeth

thee to doubt that Christ will not receive thee.

Unbelief is the daughter of Ignorance. Therefore

Christ saith, '0 fools, and slow of heart to believe.'

Lu. xxiv. 25.

Slowness of heart to believe, flows from thy fool-

ishness in the things of Christ ; this is evident to

all that are acquainted with themselves, and are

seeking after Jesus Christ. The more ignorance,

the more unbelief. The more knowledge of Christ,

the more faith. * They that know thy name will

put their trust in thee. ' Ps. ix. 10. He, therefore,

that began to come to Christ but the other day,

and hath j^et but little knowledge of him, he fears

that Christ will not receive him. But he that

hath been longer acquainted with him, he ' is

strong, and hath overcome the wicked one.' iJn.ii.i3.

When Joseph's brethren came into Egypt to buy

corn, it is said, ' Joseph knew his brethren, but

his brethren knew not him.' What follows ? Why,
great mistrust of heart about their speeding well

;

especially, if Joseph did but answer them roiigldy,

calling them spies, and questioning their truth and

the like. And observe it, so long as their ignor-

ance about their brother I'emaincd with them,

VOL. I.

whatsoever Joseph did, still they put the worse

sense upon it. For instance, Joseph upon a time

bids the steward of his house bring them home, to

dine with him, to dine even in Joseph's house.

And how is this resented by them? Why, tliey

are afraid. ' And the men were afraid, because

they were brought unto ' their brother 'Joseph's

house. ' And they said, He seeketh occasion against

us, and will fall upon us, and take us for bondmen,

and our asses, Ge. xiii., xiiii. What ! afraid to go to

Joseph's house? He was their brother; he in-

tended to feast them ; to feast them, and to feast

with them. Ah! but they were ignorant that he

was their brother. And so long as their ignorance

lasted, so long their fear terrified them. Just

thus it is with the sinner that but of late is coming

to Jesus Christ, He is ignorant of the love and

pity that is in Christ to coming sinners. Therefore

he doubts, therefore he fears, therefore his heart

misgives him.

Coming sinner, Christ inviteth thee to dine and

sup with him. Ke inviteth thee to a banquet of

wine, yea, to come into his wine-cellar, and his

banner over thee shall be love. Re. m. 20. Ca. ii. 5,

But I doubt it, says the sinner: but, it is answered,

he calls thee, invites thee to his banquet, flagons,

apples ; to his wine, and to the juice of his pome-

granate. ' 0, I fear, I doubt, I mistrust, I tremble

in expectation of the contrary!' Come out of the

man, thou dastardly ignorance ! Be not afraid,

sinner, only believe; ' He that cometh to Christ he

will in no wise cast out.

Let the coming sinner, therefore, seek after more

of the good knowledge of Jesus Clirist, Press

after it, seek it as silver, and dig for it as for hid

treasure. This will embolden thee ; this will

make thee wax stronger and stronger. ' I know

whom I have believed,' I know him, said Paul;

and what follows ? Why, ' and I am persuaded

that he is able to keep that which I have conunitted

unto him, against that day.' 2 Ti. i. 12. Wliat had

Paul committed to Jesus Clu-ist? The answer is,

He had commiUed to him his soul. But why did he

commit his soul to him? Why, because he knew

him. He knew him to be faithful, to be kind. Ho

knew he would not fail him, nor forsake him;

and therefore he laid his soul down at his feet, and

committed it to him, to keep against that day.

But,

Second, Thy fears that Christ will not receive

thee may be also a consequerd of thy earnest and

strong desires after thy salcation by him. For this

I observe, that strong desires to have, are attended

with strong fears of missing. What man most sets

his heart upon, and what his desires are most alter,

he ofttimcs most fears he shall not obtain. So

the man, the ruler of tlie synagogue, had a great

desire that his daughter should live; and that

desire was attended with fear, that she should not.

2 N
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Wherefore, Christ saith unto liiin, ' Be not afraid.'

Mar. V. 36.

Suppose a young man should have his heart

much set upon a virgin to have her to wife, if ever

lie fears he shall not obtain her, it is Avhen he be-

gins to love; now, thinks he, somebody will step in

betwixt my love and the object of it ; either they

will find fault Mith my person, my estate, my con-

ditions, or something! Now thoughts begin to

work ; she doth not like nie, or something. And
thus it is with the soul at first coming to Jesus

Christ, thou lovest him, and thy love produceth

jealousy, and that jealousy ofttimes begets fears.

Now thou fearest the sins of thy youth, the sins

of thine old age, the sins of thy calling, the sins of

thy Christian duties, the sins of thine heart, or

something ; thou thinkcst something or other will

alienate the heart and affections of Jesus Christ

from thee ; thou thinkest he sees something in thee,

for the sake of which he will refuse thy soul. But
be content, a little more knowledge of him will

make thee take better heart ; thy earnest desires

shall not be attended M'itli such burning fears ; thou

shalt hereafter say, 'This is my infirmity. ' Ps. ixivii. lo.

Thou art sick of love, a very sweet disease, and
yet every disease has some weakness attending of

it : yet I wish this distemper, if it be lawful to call

it so, was more epidemical. Die of this disease I

would gladly do ; it is better than life itself, though
it be attended with fears. But thou criest, I can-

not obtain : well, be not too hasty in making con-

clusions. If Jesus Christ had not put his finger in

at the hole of the lock, thy bowels would not have
been troubled for him. Ca. v. 4. Mark how the pro-

phet hath it, • They shall walk after the Lord ; he
shall roar like a lion ; when he shall roar, then the

children shall tremble from the west, they shall

tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out

of the land of Assyria.' Ho. xi. 10, u. When God
roars (as ofttimes the coming soul hears him roar),

what man that is coming can do otherwise than
tremble? Am. Ui. s. But trembling he comes: 'He
sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before

Paul and Silas.' Ac xvi. 29.

Should you ask him that we mentioned but now,
IIow long is it since you began to fear you should
miss of this damsel you love so? The answer will

be, Ever since I began to love her. But did you
not fear it before? No, nor should I fear it now,
but that I vehemently love her. Come, sinner, let

us ajiply it: IIow long is it since thou began to

fear that Jesus Christ will not receive thee? Thy
answer is, Ever since 1 began to desire that he
would save my soul. I began to fear, when I

began to come; and the more my heart burns in

desires after him, the more I feel my heart fear I

thousands of coming souls are in thy condition,

and yet they will get safe into Christ's bosom:
• Say,' says Christ, ' to them that are of a fearful

heart. Be strong, fear not ;
your God will come and

save you.' is. xxxv. 4 ; Uili. 1.

Third, Thy fear that Christ will not receive thee

maij arisefrom a sense of thine oivn unioorUdness.

Thou seest what a poor, sorry, wretched, worthless

creature thou art ; and seeing this, thou fearest

Christ will not receive thee. Alas, sayest thou, I

am the vilest of all men; a town-sinner, a ring-

leading sinner! I am not only a sinner myself,

but have made others twofold worse the children

of hell also. Besides, now I am under some

awakenings and stirrings of mind after salvation,

even now I find my heart rebellious, carnal, hard,

treacherous, desperate, prone to unbelief, to despair:

it forgetteth the Word ; it wandereth ; it runneth

to the ends of the earth. There is not, I am per-

suaded, one in all the world that hath such a

desperate wicked heart as mlue is ; my soul is

careless to do good, but none more earnest to do

that which is evil.

Can such a one as I am, live in glory? Can a

boly, a just, and a righteous God, once think (with

honour to his name) of saving such a vile creature

as I am? I fear it. Will he show wonders to such

a dead dog as I am? I doubt it. I am cast out

to the loathing of my person, ^^ea, I loath myself;

I stink in mine own nostrils. How cau I then be

accepted by a holy and sin-abhorring God ? Ps. xsivUi.

5-7. Eze. xi. ; rs. 42—44. Saved I would be ; and who
is there that would not, were they in my condition ?

Indeed, I wonder at the madness and folly of

others, when I see them leap and skip so carelessly

about the mouth of hell ! Bold sinner, how darest

thou tempt God, by laughing at the breach of his

holy law ? But alas ! they are not so bad one way,

but I am worse another : I wish myself were any-

body but myself; and yet here again, I know not

what to wish. W^hen I see such as I believe are

coming to Jesus Christ, I bless them! But I

am confounded in myself, to see how unlike, as I

think, I am to every good man in the world. They
can read, hear, pray, remember, repent, be humble,

do everything better than so vile a wretcb as I.

I, vile wretch, am good for nothing but to burn

in hell-fire, and when I think of that, I am con-

founded too!

Thus the sense of unworthlness creates and
heightens fears in the hearts of them that are

coming to Jesus Christ ; but indeed it should not

;

for who needs the physician but the sick? or who
did Christ come into the world to save, but the

chief of sinners ? Mar. ii. 17. 1 tl i. 15. Wherefore,

the more thou seest thy sins, the faster fly thou to
shall not be saved by him. See now, did not I

j

Jesus Christ. And let the sense of thine own uu-
tell thee that thy fears were but the consequence worthiness prevail with thee yet to go faster. As

Well, fear not, comiu-- sinner, 1 it is with the man that carrieth his broken arm in
of stronir desires?
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a slin^ to the bone-setter, still as lie thinks of his

broken arm, and as he feels the pain and angnish,

he hastens his pace to the man. And if Satan

meets thee, and asketh, Whither goest thou? tell

him thou art maimed, a!id art going to the Lord

Jesus. If he objects thine own innvorthiness, tell

him. That even as the sick seekcth the physician;

as he that hath broken bones seeks him that can

set them ; so thou art going to Jesus Christ for

cure and healing for thy sin-sick soul. But it oft-

times happeneth to him that flies for his life, he

despairs of escaping, and therefore delivers himself

up into the hand of the pursuer. But up, up,

sinner; be of good cheer, Christ came to save the

unworthy ones : be not faithless, but believe. Come
awaj^ man, the Lord Jesus calls thee, saying, 'And
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.'

Fourth. Thy fear that Christ will not receive thee,

may arise from a sense of the exceeding mercy of
being saved ; sometimes salvation is in the eyes of

him that desires so great, so huge, so wonderful a

thing, that the very thoughts of the excellency of

it, engenders unbelief about obtaining it, in the

heart of those that unfeignedly desire it. ' Seemeth

it to you,' saith David, 'a light thing to be a king's

Bon-in-law?' i Sa. xviii. 23. So the thoughts of the

greatness and glory of the thing propounded, as

heaven, eternal life, eternal glory, to be with God,

and Christ, and angels ; these are great things,

things too good, saith the soul that is little in his

own eyes ; things too rich, saith the soul that is

truly poor in spirit, for me.

Besides, the Holy Ghost hath a way to greaten

lieavenly things to the understanding of the coming-

sinner; 3'ea, and at the same time to greaten, too,

the sin and unworthiness of that sinner. Now tho

soul staggeringly wonders, saying, ' What ! to be

made like angels, like Christ, to live in eternal bliss,

joy, and felicity ! This is for angels, and for them

that can walk like angels ! If a prince, a duke, an

earl, should send (by the hand of his servant) for

some poor, sorry, beggarly scrub, to take her for his

master to wife, and the servant should come and

say, My lord and master, such an one hath sent

me to thee, to take thee to him to wife ; he is rich,

beautiful, and of excellent qualities ; he is loving,

meek, humble, well-spoken, &c. What now would

this poor, sorry, beggarly creature think ? What
would she say ? or how would she frame an answer ?

When king David sent to Abigail upon this ac-

count, and though she was a rich woman, yet she

said, ' Behold, let thine handmaid be a servant to

wash the feet of the servants ofmy lord. ' i Sa. xxv. 40, 41.

She was confounded, she could not well tell what

to say, the otter was so great, beyond what could

in reason be expected.

But suppose this great person should second his

suit, and send to this sorry creature again, what

would she say now ? Would she not say, You

mock me ? But what if ho affirms that he is in

good earnest, and that his lord must have her to

wife
; yea, suppose he should prevail upon her to

credit his message, and to address herself for her

journey
;
yet, behold every thought of her pedigree

confounds her ; also her sense of want of beauty

makes her ashamed ; and if she doth but think of

being embraced, the unbelief that is mixed with

that thought whirls her into tremblings ; and now
she calls herself fool, for believing the messenger,

and thinks not to go ; if she thinks of being bold,

she blushes ; and the least thought that she shall

be rejected, when slie comes at him, makes her look

as if she would give up the ghost.

And is it a wonder, then, to see a soul that is

drowned in the sense of glory and a sense of it^

own nothingness, to be confounded in itself, and to

fear that the glory apprehended is too great, too

good, and too rich, for such an one ? That thing,

heaven and eternal glory, is so great, and I that

Avould have it, so small, so sorry a creature, that

the thoughts of obtaining it confounds me.

Thus, I say, doth the greatness of the things

desired, quite dash and overthrow the mind of the

desirer. 0, it is too big ! it is too big ! it is too

great a mercy ! But, coming sinner, let me reason

with thee. Thou sayest, it is too big, too great.

Well, will things that are less satisfy thy soul ? Will

a less thing than heaven, than glory and eternal life,

answer thy desires? No, nothing less ; and yet I

fear they are too big, and too good for me, ever to

obtain. Well, as big and as good as they are, God

giveth them to such as thou ; they are not too big

for God to give; no, not too big to give freely. Bo

content; let God give like himself; he is that eternal

God, and giveth like himself. When kings give,

they do not use to give as poor men do. Hence it

is said, that Nabal made a feast in his house like

the feast of a king ; and again, * All these things

did Araunah, as a king, give unto David. ' 1 Sa. ixv. su.

2 Sa. xxiv. 23. Now, God is a great king, let him give

like a king ; nay, let him give like himself, and do

thou receive like thyself. He hath all, and tliou

hast nothing, God told his people of old, that he

would save them in truth and in righteousness, and

that they should return to, and enjoy the land,

which before, for their sins, had spewed them out

;

and then adds, under a supposition of their coimt-

ing the mercy too good, or too big, ' If it bo mar-

vellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in

these days, should it also be marvellous in mine

eyes ? saith the Lord of hosts.' Zec. viii. 6.

As who should say, they are now in captivity,

and little in their own eyes ; therefore they tliink

the mercy of returning to Canaan is a mercy too

marvellously big for them to enjoy ; but if it be so

in their eyes, it is not so in mine ; I will do for

them like God, if they will but receive my bounty

like sinners. Coming sinner, God can give hid
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licavciilv Canaan, and the glorj of it, unto thee ;

vea, none ever liad tlicm hut as a gift, a free gift.

lie bath given us his Son, ' IIow sliall he not with

liim also fi-ecly give us all things ?' Ro. viii. 32.

It was not the worthiness of Abraham, or Moses,

or David or Peter, or Paul, but the mercy of God,

that made them inheritors of heaveu. If God thinks

thee worthy, judge not thyself unworthy ; but take

it, and be thankful. And it is a good sign he in-

tends to give thee, if he hath drawn out thy heart

to ask. ' Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the

humble ; thou wilt prepare their heart ; thou wilt

cause thine ear to liear. ' Ps. x. i".

When God is said to Incline his ear, it implies an

intention to bestow the mercy desired. Take it

therefore; thy wisdom will be to receive, not stick-

ing at thy own unworthiness. It is said, ' He
i-aiscth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up

the beggar from the dunghill, to set tliera among
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of

glory.' Again, 'He raiseth up the poor out of the

dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill, that

he may set lam with princes, even with the princes

of his people.' i Sa. ii. 8. rs. cxiii. 7, 8. You see also

when God made a wedding for his Son, he called

not the great, nor the rich, nor the mighty ; but

the poor, the maimed, the halt, and the blind. Mat.

ixii. Lu. xiv.

Fifth. Thy fears that Christ will not receive thee

may arise from the hideous roaring of the devil, who
jmrsues thee. He that hears him roar, must be a

mighty Christian, if he can at that time deliver him-
self from fear. He is called a roaring lion ; and
then to allude to that in Isaiah, ' If one look' into

them, they have ' darkness and sorrow, and the

light is darkened in the heavens thereof.' i re. v. 8.

Is. V. 3.

[Tuv of the devil's ohjections.]—There are two
things among many that Satan usetli to roar out
after them that are coming to Jesus Christ. 1 . Tliat

they are not elected. Oi-, 2. lltat they have sinned
the sin against the Holy Ghost. To both these I

answer briefly

—

1. {Election.']—Touching election, out of which
thou itarest thou art excluded. Why, coming sin-

iit-T, even the text itself affordeth thee help against
this doubt, and that by a double argument.

(I.) That coming to Christ is by virtue of the
gift, promise, and drawing of tlie Father ; but thou
art a-coming; therefore God hath given thee, pro-
mised thee, and is drawing thco to Jesus Christ.
Coming sinner, hold to this ; and when Satan be-
giiuicth to roar again, answer, But I feel my heart
nioying after Jesus Christ ; but that would not be,
if it were not given by promise, and drawuig to
Cln-ist by the power of the Father.

(2.) Jesus Christ liath promised, 'That him that
oometh to him lie will in no wise cast out.' And
if he liatli said it, will he not make it good, I mean

even thy salvation ? For, as I have said already,

not to cast out, is to receive and admit to the bene-

fit of salvation. If then the Father hath given thee,

as is manifest by thy coming ; and if Christ will

receive thee, thou coming soul, as it is plain he

will, because he hath said, ' He will in no wise cast

out ;' then be confident, and let those conclusions,

that as naturally flow from the text as liglit from

the sun, or water from the fountain, stay thee.

If Satan therefore objecteth. But thou art not

elected ; answer, But I am coming, Satan, I am
coming ; and that I could not be, but that the

Father draws me; and I am coming to such a Lord

Jesus, as will in no wise cast me out. Further,

Satan, were I not elect, the Father would not draw
me, nor would the Son so graciously open his bosom
to me. I am persuaded, that not one of the non-

elect shall ever be able to say, no, not in the day

of judgment, I did sincerely come to Jesus Christ.

Come they may, feignedly, as Judas and Simon

]\Iagus did ; but that is not our question. There-

fore, tliou honest-hearted coming sinner, be not

afraid, but come.

2. {Of the sin against the Holy Ghost.]—As to

the second part of the objection, about sinning the

sin against the Holy Ghost, the same argument

overthrows that also. But I will argue thus

:

(1.) Coming to Christ is by virtue of a special

gift of the Father ; but the Father giveth no such

gift to them that have sinned tliat sin ; therefore

thou that art coming hast not committed that sin.

That the Father giveth no such gift to them that

have sinned that sin is evident—(a.) Because such

have sinned themselves out of God's favour ; 'They

shall never have forgiveness.' Mat. xu. 32. But it is

a special favour of God to give imto a man, to come

to Jesus Christ ; because thereby he obtaineth for-

giveness. Therefore he that cometh hath not sinned

that sin. (b.) They that have sinned the sin against

the Holy Ghost, have sinned themselves out of an

interest in tlie sacrifice of Christ's body and blood
;

' There remaineth [for such] no more sacrifice for

sins.' He. X. 20. But God giveth not grace to any of

them to come to Christ, that have no share in the

sacrifice of his body and blood. Therefore, thou

that art coming to him, hast not sinned that sin.

(2.) Coming to Christ is by the special drawing

of the Father ;
' No man can come to me except

the Father which hath sent me draw him.' Jn. vi. 44.

But the Father draweth not him to Clirist, for whom
he hath not allotted forgiveness by his blood ; there-

fore they that are coming to Jesus Christ have not

committed that sin, because he hath allotted them
forgiveness by his blood. That the Father cannot

draw them to Jesus Christ, for whom he hath not

allotted forgiveness of sins, is manifest to sense : for

that would be a plain mockery, a flam,* neither

* ' A flam ,' a fable, an imposition.
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liecoming his wisdom, justice, holiness, nor good-

ness.

(3.) Coming to Jesus Christ laj's a man under

the promise of forgiveness and salvation. But it

is impossible that he that hath sinned that sin

should ever he put under a promise of these.

Therefore, he that hath sinned that sin can never

have heart to come to Jesus Christ.

(4.) Coming to Jesus Christ lays a man under

his intercession. ' For he ever liveth to make
intercession for them that come. ' He. vU. 25. There-

fore, he that is coming to Jesus Christ cannot have

sinned that sin. Christ has forbidden his people

to pray for them that have sinned that sin ; and,

therefore, will not pray for them himself; but he

prays for them that come.

(5.) lie that hath sinned that sin, Christ is to

him of no more worth than is a man that is dead

;

* For he hath crucified to himself the Son of God;'

3'ea, and hath also coimted his precious blood as

the blood of an imholy thing. lie. vi., x. Now, he that

hath this low esteem of Christ will never come to

him for life ; but the coming man has an high

esteem of his person, blood, and merits. There-

fore, he that is coming has not committed that sin.

(6.) If he that has sinned this sin might yet

come to Jesus Christ, then must the truth of God
be overthrown ; which saith in one place, ' He hath

never forgiveness;' and in another, 'I will in no

wise cast him out.' Therefore, that he may never

have forgiveness, he shall never have heart to come

to Jesus Christ. It is impossible that such an

one should be renewed, either to or by repent-

ance. He. vi. Wherefore, never trouble thy head

nor heart about this matter ; he that cometh to

Jesus Christ cannot have sinned against the Holy

Ghost.

Skdh, Thy fears that Chi-ist will not receive

thee may arisefrom thive own folly, in inventing,

yea, in thy chalking out to God, a way to bring thee

home to Jesus Christ. Some souls that are coming

to Jesus Christ are great tormentors of themselves

upon this account ; they conclude, that if their

coming to Jesus Christ is right, they must needs

be brought home thus and thus.

As to instance: 1. Says one, If God be bring-

ing of me to Jesus Christ, then will he load me
with the guilt of sin till he mahes me roar again.

2. If God be indeed a-bringing me home to Jesus

Christ, then must I be assaulted with drcadl'ul

temptations of the devil. 3. If God be indeed

.a-bringing me to Jesus Christ, then, even when I

come at him, I shall have wonderful revelations of

him.

This is the way that some sinners appoint for

God; but, perhaps, he will not walk therein; yet

will he bring them to Jesus Christ. Eut now,

because they come not the way of their own chalk-

ing out, therefore they are at a loss. They look

for heavy load and burden ; but, perhaps, God
gives them a sight of their lost condition, and

addeth not that heavy weight and burden. They
look for fearful temptations of Satan ; but God
sees that yet they are not fit for them, nor is the

time come that he should be honoured by them in

such a condition. They look for great and glori-

ous revelations of Christ, grace, and mercy ; but,

perhaps, God only takes the yoke from off their

jaws, and lays meat before them. And now again

they are at a loss, yet a-coming to Jesus Christ

;

'I drew them,' saith God, 'with cords of a man,
with bands of love - I took the yoke from off their

jaws, and laid meat unto them.' Ho. xi. 4.

Now, I say. If God brings thee to Christ, and

not by tlie way that thou hast appointed, then thou

art at a loss ; and for thy being at a loss, thou

mayest thank thyself. God hath more ways than

thou knowest of to bring a sinner to Jesus Christ

;

but he will not give thee beforehand an account by

which of them he will bring thee to Christ, is. x\. 13.

Job xxsiii. 13. Sometimes he hath his ways in the

whirlwind ; but sometimes the Lord is not there.

Na. i. 3. 1 Ki. xix. 11. If God will deal more gently

with thee than with others of his children, grudge

not at it ; refuse not the waters that go softly,

lest he bring upon thee the waters of the rivers,

strong and many, even these two smoking fire-

brand, the devil and guilt of sin. is viii. 6, 7. .lie

saith to Peter, ' Follow me.' And what tliunder

did Zaccheus hear or see ? Zaccheus, ' Come
down,' said Christ; 'and he came down,' says

Luke, 'and received liim joyfully.'

But had Peter or Zaccheus made the objection

that thou hast made, and directed the Spirit of

the Lord as thou hast done, they might have looked

long enough before they had found themselves

coming to Jesus Christ. Besides, I will tell thee,

that the greatness of sense of sin, the hideous

roaring of the devil, yea, and abundance of revela-

tions, will not prove that God is bringing thy soul

to Jesus Christ; as Balaam, Cain, Judas, and

others, can witness.

Further, consider that what thou hast not of

these things here, thou mayest have another time,

and that to thy distraction. Wherefore, instead

of being discontent, because thou art not in the

fire, because thou hearest not the sound of the

trumpet and alarm of war, ' Pray that thou enter

not into temptation;' yea, come boldly to the

throne of grace, and obtain mercy, and find grace

to help in that time of need. Vs. L\.«viii. lo. -M.it.

jcxvi. 41. He.iv. 16.

Poor creature ! thou criest, if I were tempted, I

could come faster and with more confidence to

Christ. Thou sayest thou knowest not what.

What says Job? ' Withdraw thine hand far from

me : and let not thy dread make ine afraid. Then

call thou, and 1 will answer : or let me speak, and
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answer tliou me.' Job xiii. 21, 22. It is not the over- I
hard-hearted, and incliiiuig to neglect spiritual

heavy load of sin, but the discovery of mercy ; not duties, &c. Besides, lie now finds in himself in-

thc roarin'^' of the devil, but the drawing of the ' clinations to unbelief, atheism, blasphemy, and the

Father, that makes a man come to Jesus Christ ; I

myself know all these things.

True, sometimes, yea, most an end,* they that

come to Jesus Christ come the way that thou de-

sirost; the loading, tempted way; but the Lord also

leads some by the waters of comfort. If I was to

choose when to go a long journey, to wit, whether

I would go it in the dead of winter or in the pleasant

like ; now he finds he cannot tremble at God's

Word, his judgment, nor at the apprehension of

hell fire ; neither can he, as he thinketh, be sorry

for these things. Now, this is a sad dispensation.

The man under the sixth head complaineth for

want of temptations, but thou hast enough of them ;

art thou glad of them, tempted, coming sinner ?

Tliey that never were exercised with them may

spring, though, if it was a very profitable journey, ! think it a fine thing to be within the range, but he

as that of coming to Christ is, I would choose to " ' "
'

go it through fire and water before I would choose

lose the benefit. But, I say, if I might choose the

time, I would choose to go it in the pleasant spring,

because the way Avould be more delightsome, the

days longer and warmer, the nights shorter and

not so cold. And it is observable, that that very

argument that thou usest to weaken thy strength

in the way, that very argument Christ Jesus useth

to encourage his beloved to come to him :
' Rise

up,' saith he, 'my love, my fair one, and come

away.' Why? ' For lo, the winter is past, the

rain is over and gone ; the flowers appear on the

earth, the time of the singing of birds is come, and

the voice of the turtle is heai-d in our land ; the

fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines

with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise,

my love, my fair one, and come away.' Ca. ii. 10-13.

Trouble not thyself, coming sinner. If thou

seest thy lost condition by original and actual sin;

if thou seest thy need of the spotless righteousness

of Jesus Christ ; if thou art willing to be found in

him, and to take up thy cross and follow him ; then

pray for a fair wind and good weather, and come
away. Stick no longer in a muse and doubt about
things, but come away to Jesus Christ. Do it, I

say, lest thou tempt God to lay the sorrows of a
travailing woman upon thee. Thy folly in this

thing may make hira do it. Mind what follows

:

' The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come
upon him.' Why ? ' He is an unwise son ; for

lie should not stay long in iliejAace of the breaking
forth of children.' iio. xUi. 13.

Seventh, Thy fears that Christ will not receive
thee may arise from those decays that thou fndest
in thy soul, even uhile tlimv art coming to him.
Some, even as they are coming to Jesus Christ, do
find themselves grow worse and worse ; and this
is indeed a sore trial to the poor coming sinner.

[Fears that we do not run fast enough.]

To explain myself. There is such an one a com-
ing to Jesus Christ who, when at first he began to
look out after him, was sensible, atfectionate, and
broken in spirit ; but now is grown dark, senseless,

' 3Io»t an end;' coutinually, perpetually.

that is there is ready to sweat blood for sorrow of

heart, and to howl for vexation of spirit ! This

man is in the wilderness among wild beasts.

Here he sees a bear, there a lion, yonder a leo-

pard, a wolf, a dragon ; devils of all sorts, doubts

of all sorts, fears of all sorts, haunt and molest

,his soul. Here he sees smoke, yea, feels fire and

brimstone, scattered upon his secret places. He
hears the sound of an horrible tempest. ! my
friends, even the Lord Jesus, that knew all things,

even he saw no pleasure in temptations, nor did he

desire to be with them; wherefore, one text saith,

' he was led,' and another, ' he was driven,' of the

Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the

devil. Mat. iv. 1. Mar. i. 12.

But to return. Thus it liappeneth sometimes

to them that are coming to Jesus Christ. A sad

hap indeed I One would think that he that is

flying from wrath to come has little need of such

clogs as these. And yet so it is, and woful ex-

perience proves it. The church of old complained

that her enemies overtook her between the straits ;

just between hope and fear, heaven and hell. La. L

This man feeleth the infirmity of his flesh, ho

findeth a proneness in himself to be desperate.

Now, he chides with God, flings and tumbles like

a wild bull in a net, and still the guilt of all re-

turns upon himself, to the crushing of him to

pieces. Yet he feeleth his heart so hard, that he

can find, as he thinks, no kind falling under any

of his miscarriages. Now, he is a lump of con-

fusion in his own eyes, whose spirit and actions

are without order.

Temptations serve the Christian as the shep-

herd's dog serveth the silly sheep ; that is, coming

behind the flock, he runs upon it, pulls it down,

worries it, wounds it, and grievously bedabbleth it

with dirt and wet, in the lowest places of the fur-

rows of the field, and not leaving it until it is half

dead, nor then neither, except God rebuke.

Here is now room for fears of being cast away.

Now I sec I am lost, says the sinner. This is

not coming to Jesus Christ, says the sinner; such

a desperate, hard, and wretched heart as mine is,

cannot be a gracious one, saith the sinner. And
bid such an one be better, he says, I cannot; no,

I cauuct.
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[TT7i?/ temptations assail God's 2oeo2?le.]

Quest. But what -will you say to a soul in this

condition ?

Answ. I Avill say, That temptations liave at-

tended the best of God's people. I will say, Tliat

temptations come to do ns good ; and 1 will say

also. That there is a difference betwixt growing
worse and worse, and thy seeing mere clearly how
bad thou art.

There is a man of an ill-favoured countenance,

who hath too high a conceit of his beauty ; and,

wanting the benefit of a glass, he still stands in

his own conceit ; at last a limner is sent unto

him, who drawetli his ill-favoured face to the life

;

now looking thereon, he begins to be convinced

that he is not half so handsome as he thought he

was. Coming sinner, thy temptations are these

painters ; they have drawn out thy ill-favoured

heart to the life, and have set it before thine eyes,

and now thou seest how ill-favoured thou art.

Hezekiah was a good man, yet when he lay sick,

for aught I know, he had somewhat too good an

opinion of his heart ; and for aught I know also,

the Lord might, upon his recovery, leave him to

a temptation, that he might better know all that

was in his heart. Compare is. xsxvUi. 1-3, with 2 ch.

xxxii. 31.

Alas ! Ave are sinful out of measure, but see it

not to the full, until an hour of temptation comes.

But when it comes, it doth as the painter doth,

draweth out our heart to the life : yet the sight of

what Me are should not keep us from coming to

Jesus Christ. There are two ways by which God
lets a man into a sight of the naughtiness of his

heart ; one is, by tlie light of the Word and Spirit

of God ; and the other is, by the temptations of

the devil. But, by the first, we see our naughti-

ness one way ; and, by the second, another. By
the light of the Word and Spirit of God, thou hast

a sight of thy naughtiness ; and by the light of

the sun, thou hast a sight of the spots and defile-

ments that are in thy house or raiment. Which
light gives thee to see a necessity of cleansing,

but maketh not the blemishes to spread more

abominably. But when Satan comes, when he

tempts, he puts life and rage into our sins, and

turns them, as it Avere, into so many devils within

us. Now, like prisoners, they attempt to break

through the prison of our body ; they will attempt

to get out at our eyes, mouth, ears, any ways, to

the scandal of the gospel, and reproach of religion,

to the darkening of our evidences, and damning

of our souls.

But I shall say, as I said before, this hath oft-

times been the lot of God's people. And, ' There

hatli no temptation overtaken you but such as is

common to man ; but God is faitliful, who will not

suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able.'

1 Co. X. 13. See the Book of Job, the Book of

Psalms, and that of the Lamentations. And
remember further, that Christ himself was tempted
to blaspheme, to worship the devil, and to murder
himself, Mat. iv. ; Lu. iv. ; temptations worse tliau

Avhich thou canst hardly be overtaken with. But
he was sinless, that is true. And he is tliy Sa-
viour, and tliat is as true ! Yea, it is as true

also, that by his being tempted, he became the
conqueror of the temi)ter, and a succourer of those
that are tempted. Coi. u. u, 15. lie. ii. 15; iv. 1.5, is.

Qnest. But what should be the reason that some
that are coming to Clirist should bo so lamentably
cast down and buffeted with temptations ?

Answ. It may be for several causes.

1. Some that are coming to Christ cannot bo
persuaded, until the temptation comes, that they

are so vile as the Scripture saith they are. True,

they see so much of their wretchedness as to drive

them to Christ. But there is an over and above
of Avickedness Avhich they see not. Peter little

thought that he had had cursing, and swearing,

and lying, and an inclination in his heart to deny
his Master, before the temptation came; but AA'lien

that indeed came upon him, then he found it there

to his SOrrOAV. Jn. xUi. 36-38. Mar. xiv. 3G-40, CS-72.

2. Some that are coming to Jesus Christ are

too much affected Avith their own graces, and too

little taken Avith Christ's person ; Avherefore God,

to take them off from doting upon their own jewels,

and that they might look more to the person, un-

dertaking, and merits of his Son, plunges them
into the ditch by temptations. And this I take to

be the meaning of Job, ' If I Avash myself,' said

he, ' Avith snow-water, and make my hands never

so clean, yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch,

and mine own clothes shall abhor me.' Job ii. 30.

Job had been a little too much tampering with his

OAvn graces, and setting his excellencies a little

too high; as these texts make manifest: Job xsxiii.

8—13 ; xxxiv. 5—10
; xxxv. 2, 3 ; xxxviii. 1, 2 ; xl. 1—5

; xlii. 3—S.

But by that the temptations Avere ended, you find

him better taught.

Yea, God doth ofttimes, even for this thing, as

it Avere, take our graces from us, and so leave us

almost quite to ourselves and to the tempter, that

Ave may learn not to love the picture more than

the person of his Son. See how he dealt Avith them
in the IGth of Ezekiel, and the 2d of Ilosea.

3. Perhaps thou hast been given too niueli to

judge thy brother, to condemn thy brother, be-

cause a poor temjited man. And God, to bring

down the pride of thy heart, letteth the tempter

loose upon thee, that thou also mayst feel tliyself

Avcak. For ' pride goeth before destruction, and

an haughty spirit before a fall.' rr. xvi. is.

4. It may be thou hast dealt a httle too roughly

Avith those tliat God hath this way ivouiulcd, not

considering thyself, lest thou also (jc tempted.
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And therefore God hath suffered it to come unto

thee. Oa. ri. I.

5. It may he thou wast given to slumber and

sleep, and therefore these temptations were sent

to awake thee. You know that Peter's tempta-

tion came upon him after his sleeping ; then,

instead of watching and praying, then he denied,

and denied, and denied liis Master. Mat. xx\i.

6. It ma}' be thou hast presumed too far, and

stood too much in thine own strength, and therefore

is a time of temptation come upon thee. This was

also one cause why it came upon Peter—Though
all men forsake thee, yet will not I. Ah ! that

is the way to be tempted indeed. Jn. xOi. 36—38.

7. It maybe God intends to make thee wise, to

speak a word in season to others that are afflicted;

and therefore he suftereth thee to be tenipted.

Christ was tempted that he might be able to suc-

cour them that are tempted. He. u. is.

8. It may be Satan hath dared God to suifer

him to tempt thee
;
promising himself, that if he

will but let him do it, thou wilt curse him to his

face. Thus he obtained leave against Job; where-

fore take heed, tempted soul, lest thou j^rovest the

devil's sayings true. Job i. ii.

9. It may be thy graces must be tried in the

fire, that that rust that cleaveth to them may be

taken away, and themselves proved, both before

angels and devils, to be far better than of gold

that perisheth ; it may be also, that thy graces are

to receive special praises, and honour, and glory, at

the coming of the Lord Jesus to judgment, for all

the exploits that thou hast acted by them against

hell, and its infernal crew, in the day of thy temp-

tation. 1 Pe. i. 6, 7.

10. It may be God would have others learn by
thy sighs, groans, and complaints, under tempta-

'

tion, to beware of those sins for the sake of which
i

thou art at present delivered to the tormentors.

But to conclude this, put the worst to the worst
'

—and then things will be bad enough—suppose
j

that thou art to this dtiy without the grace of I

God, yet thou art but a miserable creature, a sin-
|

ner, that hath need of a blessed Saviour; and the

text presents thee with one as good and kind as i

heart can wish ; who also for thy encouragement
saith, ' And him that cometh to me I will in no

i

wioe cast out.'

[Application of Observation Second.]

To come, tlierefore, to a word of ajyplication. Is

it so, that they that are coming to Jesus Christ are
ofttimcs heartily afraid that Josus Christ will not
receive them ? Then this teacheth us these things—

1. That faith and doubting may at the same
time have their residence in the same soul. '

thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ?

'

Uat. xiv. 31. lie saith not, thou of no faith !

but, thou of little faith! because ho had a

little faith in the midst of his many doubts. The
same is true even of many that are coming to

Jesus Christ. They come, and fear they come
not, and doubt they come not. When they look

upon the pi-omise, or a word of encouragement by

faith, then they come ; but when they look upon

themselves, or the difficulties that lie before them,

then they doubt. 'Bid me come,' said Peter;
' Come,' said Christ. So he went down out of

the ship to go to Jesus, but his hap was to go to

him upon the water ; there was the trial. So it

is with the poor desiring soul. Bid me come,

says the sinner ; Come, says Christ, and I will in

no wise cast thee out. So he comes, but his hap

is to come upon the water, upon drowning diffi-

culties ; if, therefore, the wind of temptations blow,

the waves of doubts and fears will presently arise,

and this coming sinner wiU begin to sink, if he

has but little faith. But you shall find here in

Peter's Uttle faith, a twofold act; to wit, coming

and crying. Little faith cannot come all the way
without crying. So long as its holy boldness lasts,

so long it can come with peace ; but when it is so,

it can come no further, it will go the rest of the

way with crying. Peter went as far as his little

faith would carry him : he also cried as far as his

little faith would help, ' Lord, save me, I perish!'

And so with coming and crying he was kept from

sinking, though he had but a little faith, 'Jesus

stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and

said unto him, thuu of little faith, wherefore

didst thou doubt ?'

2. Is it so, that they that are coming to Jesus

Christ are ofttimes heartily afraid that Jesus

Christ will not receive them ? Then this shows

us a reason of that dejection, and those castings

down, that very often we perceive to be in them

that are coming to Jesus Christ. Why, it is be-

cause they are afraid that Jesus Christ will not

receive them. The poor world they mock us,

because we are a dejected people ; I mean, because

we are sometimes so : but they do not know the

cause of our dejection. Could we be persuaded,

even then, when we are dejected, that Jesus Christ

would indeed receive us, it would make us fiy over

their heads, and would put more gladness into our

hearts than in the time in which their corn, wine,

and oil increases. Fs. iv. G, 7. But,

3. It is so. That they that arc coming to Jesus

Christ are ofttimes heartily afraid that he will not

receive them. Then this shows that they that are

coming to Jesus Christ are an awakened, sensible,

considering people. For fear cometh from sense,

and consideration of things. They are sensible

of sin, sensible of the curse due thereto ; they are

also sensible of the glorious majesty of God, and of

what a blessed, blessed thing it is to be received of

Jesus Christ. The glory of heaven, and the evil of

sin, these things they consider, and are sensible of.
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'\Vlien I remember, I am afraid.' • When I con-

Bider, I am afraid.' Job xxi G; xxiii. 15.

•These things dash their spirits, being awake
and sensible. Were they dead, like other men,
they would not be afflicted with fear as they are.

For dead men fear not, feel not, care not, but tlie

living and sensible man, he it is that is ofttimes

heartily afraid that Jesus Christ will not receive

])im. I say, the dead and senseless are not dis-

tressed. They presume ; they are groundlessly

confident. Wlio so bold as blind Bayard ? These
indeed should fear and be afraid, because tliey are

not coming to Jesus Christ. ! the hell, the fire,

the pit, the wrath of God, and torment of hell,

that are prepared for poor neglecting sinners !

* How shall we escape if we neglect so great

salvation ?
' lie. ii. 3. But they want sense of things,

and so cannot fear,

4. Is it so, that they that are coming to Jesus

Christ are ofttimes heartily afraid that he will

not receive them ? Then this should teach old

Christians to pity and pray for young comers.

You know the heart of a stranger ; for you your-

selves were strangers in the land of Egypt. You
know the fears, and doubts, and terrors, that take

hold of them ; for that they sometimes took hold

of you. Wherefore pity them, pray for them, en-

courage them ; they need all this : guilt hath

overtaken them, fears of the wrath of God hath

overtaken them. Perhaps they are within the

sight of hell-fire ; and the fear of going thither is

burning hot within their hearts. You may know,

how strangely Satan is suggesting his devilish

doubts unto them, if possible he may sink and

drown them with the multitude and weight of them.

Old Christians, mend up the path for them, take

the stumbling-blocks out of the way ; lest that

which is feeble and weak be turned aside, but let

it rather be healed. lie. xiL

[CHRIST WOULD HAVE COMERS NOT ONCE THINK

THAT HE WILL CAST THEM OUT.]

Observation Third.—-I come now to the next

observation, and shall speak a little to that ; to wit,

Tfuxt Jesus Clirlst would not have titem, that in truth

are coming to him, once think tliat he mil cast them

out.

The text is full of this : for he saith, ' And him

that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.'

Now, if he saith, I will not, he would not have us

think he will. This is yet further manifest by

these considerations.

First, Christ Jesus did forbid even them that as

yet were not coming to him, once to think him

such an one. 'Do not think,' said he, 'that I

will accuse you to the Father.' Jn. v. 45.

These, as I said, were such, that as yet were

not cominjr to him. For he saith of them a littleo
VOL. I.

before, 'And ye will not come to me;' for tho

respect tliey had to the honour of men kept them
back. Yet, I say, Jesus Christ gives theni to

understand, that though he n)ight justly reject

them, yet he would not, but bids them not once to

think that he would accuso them to the Fatlier.

Now, not to accuso, with Clirist, is to plead for:

for Christ in these things stands not neuter between
the Father and sinners. So then, if Jesus Christ

would not have theni think, that yet will not come
to him, that he will accuse them ; then he would

not that they shoidd think so, that in truth are

coming to him. ' And him that cometh to me I

will in no wise cast out.'

Second, When tlie woman taken in adidtery, even

in the very act, was brought before Jesus Christ,

he so carried it both by words and actions, that he

evidently enough made it manifest, that condemn-

ing and casting out were such things, for the duing

of which he came not into tlie world. Wherefore,

when they had set her before him, and had laid to

her charge her heinous fact, he stoope<l down, and

with his finger wrote upon tlie ground, as though

he heard them not. Now what did he do by this

his carriage, hut testify plainly that he was not fur

receiving accusations against poor sinners, whoever

accused by ? And observe, though they continue

asking, thinking at last to force him to condemn

lier
; yet then he so answered, as that he drove all

condemning persons from her. And then he adds,

for her encouragement to come to him ;
' Neither

do I condemn thee; go, and sin no more.' Jii.viii.i-ii.

Not but that he indeed abhorred the fact, but

he would not condemn the woman for the sin, be-

cause that was nut his office. He was nut sent

* into the world to condemn the world ; but that

the world through him might be saved.' Ju ill i".

Now if Christ, though urged to it, would not con-

demn the guilty woman, though she was far at

present from coming to him, he would not that

they should once think that he will cast them out,

that in truth arc coming to him. ' And him that

cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

T/iird, Christ plainly bids the turning sinner

come; and forbids him to entertain any such

thought as that he will cast him out. ' Let the

wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man

his thuughts ; and let him return unto the Lord,

and he will have mercy upon him ; and to our God,

for he will abundantly pardon.' is. w. 7. The Lord,

by bidding the unrighteous forsake his tliouglits,

doth in special forbid, as I have said, viz., tiiuse

thoughts that hinder the coming man in his pro-

gress to Jesus Christ, his unbelieving thoughts.
^

Therefore he bids him not only forsake his ways,

but his thoughts. ' Let the wicked forsake Ins

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.' It

is not enough to forsake one if thou wilt come to

JfBus Christ; because the other wiU kcop thco

2 o
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from him. Suppose a man forsakes his wicked

ways, his debauched and filthy life ; yet if these

thouohts, that Jesus Christ will not receive him,

be entertained and nourished in his heart; these

I thoughts will keep him from coming to Jesus

Christ.

Sinner, coming sinner, art thou for coming to

Jesus Christ ? Yes, says the sinner. Forsake

thy wicked ways then. So I do, says the sinner.

Why comest thou then so slowly ? Because I am

hindered. What hinders ? Has God forbidden

thee? No. Art thou not willing to come faster ?

Yes, yet I cannot. Well, prithee be plain with

nie, and tell me the reason and grovuid of thy dis-

couragement. Why, says the sinner, though God

forbids me not, and though I am willing to come

faster, yet there naturally ariseth this, and that,

and the other thought in my heart, that hinders

my speed to Jesus Christ. Sometimes I think I

am not chosen; sometimes I think I am not called;

sometimes I think I am come too late ; and some-

times I think I know not what it is to come. Also

one while I think I have no grace ; and then again,

that I cannot pray; and then again, I think that

I am a very hypocrite. And these things keep

me from coming to Jesus Christ.

Look ye now, did not I tell you so ? There are

thoughts yet remaining in the heart, even of those

who have forsaken their wicked ways ; and with

those thoughts they are more plagued than with

anything else ; because they hinder their coming

to Jesus Christ; for the sin of unbelief, which is

the original of all these thoughts, is that which

besets a coming sinner more easily, than doth his

ways. lie. xii. 1-4. But now, since Jesus Christ

commands thee to forsake these thoughts, forsake

them, coming sinner; and if thou forsake them
not, thou transgressest the commands of Christ,

and abidest thine own tormentor, and keepest thy-

self from establishment in grace. * If ye will not

believe, surely ye shall not be established.' is. vii.9.

Thus you see how Jesus Christ setteth himself

against such thoughts, that any way discourage

the conung sinner ; and thereby truly vindicates

the doctrine we have in hand ; to wit, that Jesus
Christ would not have them, that in truth are

coming to him, once think that he will cast them
out. ' And him that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out.'

[lieasons of Observatim Third.]

I come now to the reasons of the observation.

1
.

It Jesus Christ should allow thee once to

think that he will cast thee out, he must allow
thee to tliink that he will falsify his word ; for he
hath said, ' I will in no wise cast out.' But Christ

would not that thou shouldst count him as one that

will falsify his woid ; for he saith of himself, 'I am
tiie truth;' therefore he would not that any that

in truth are coming to him, should once think that

he will cast them out.

2. If Jesus Christ should allow the sinner that

in truth is coming to him, once to think that he

will cast him out, then he must allow, and so coun-

tenance the first appearance of unbelief; the which

he counteth his greatest enemy, and against which

he has bent even his holy gospel. Therefore Jesus

Christ would not that they that in truth are com-

ing to him, should once think that he will cast

them out. See Mat. xiv. 31 ; xxi. 21. Mar. xi. 23. Lu. xxiv. 25.

3. If Jesus Christ should allow the coming

sinner once to think that he will cast him out

;

then he must allow him to make a question,

Whether he is willing to receive his Father's

gift ; for the coming sinner is his Father's gift

;

as also says the text ; but he testifieth, ' All that

the Father giveth me shall corns to me ; and him

that cometh to me I will in no wise east out.'

Therefore Jesus Christ would not have him, that

in truth is coming to him, once to think that he

will cast him out.

4. If Jesus Christ should allow them once to

think, that indeed are coming to him, that he will

cast them out, he must allow them to think that

he will despise and reject the drawing of his Father.

For no man can come to him but whom the Father

draweth. But it would be high blasphemy, and

damnable wickedness once to imagine thus. There-

fore, Jesus Christ would not have him that cometh

once think that he will cast him out.

5. If Jesus Christ should allow those that indeed

are coming to him, once to think that he will cast

them out, he must allow them to think that he will

be unfaithful to the trust and charge that his

Father hath committed to him ; which is to save,

and not to lose anything of that which he hath

given unto him to save. Jn. vi. so. But the Father

hath given him a charge to save the coming sinner;

therefore it cannot be, that he should allow, that

such an one should once think that he will cast

him out.

6. If Jesus Christ should allow that they should

once tliink that are coming to him, that he will

cast them out, then he must allow them to think

that he will be unfaithful to his office of priesthood;

for, as by the first part of it, he paid price for, and

ransomed souls, so by the second part thereof, he

continually makcth intercession to God for them

that come. He. \ii. 25. But he cannot allow us to

question his faithful execution of his priesthood.

Therefuie he cannot allow us once to think that

the coming sinner shall bo cast out.

7. If Jesus Christ should allow us once to think

that the coming sinner shall be cast out, then he

nmst allow us to question his will, or power, or

merit to save. But he cannot allow us once to

question any uf these; therefore not once to think,

that the coming sinner shall be cast out. (1.) llo
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cnnnot allow them to question his will; for he

saith in the text, ' I will in no wise cast out.

'

(2.) He cannot allow us to question his power; for

the Holy Ghost saith he is able to save to the

uttermost them that come. (3.) He cannot allow

them to question the efficacy of his merit ; for the

hlood of Christ cleanseth the comer from all sin,

1 Jn. i. 7, therefore he cannot allow that he that is

coming to him should once think tliat he will cast

them out.

8. If Jesus Christ should allow the coming sin-

ner once to think that he v. ill cast him out, he

must allow him to give tlie lie to the manifest tes-

timony of the Father, Son, and Spirit; yea, to the

whole gospel contained in Moses, the prophets, the

book of Psalms, and that commonly called the New
Testament, But he cannot allow of this ; theie-

fore, not that the coming sinner should once think

that he will cast him out.

9. Lastly, If Jesus Christ should allow him that

is coming to him, once to think that he will cast

him out, he must allow him to question his Father's

oath, which he in truth and righteousness hath

taken, that they might have a strong consolation,

who have fled for refuge to Jesus Christ. But he

cannot allow this ; therefore he cannot allow that

the coming sinner should once think that he will

cast him out. lie. tL

[use and application.]

I come now to make some general use and

Ari'LiCATiON OF THE WHOLE, and 50 to draw towards

a conclusion.

Use First.—The first use

—

a use of informa-

tion ; and.

First, It informeth us Oiot men by nature arefar

(fffrom Christ. Let me a little improve this use,

by speaking to these three questions. 1. Where

is he that is coming [but has not come], to Jesus

Christ ? 2. What is he that is not coming to Jesus

Christ ? 3. Whither is he to go that cometh not

to Jesus Christ ?

1. Where is lie ?

Answ. (1.) He is far from God, he is without

him, even alienate from him both in his understand-

ing, will, afl'ections, judgment, and conscience.

Ep. iL 12; iv. 18. (2.) He is far from Jesus Christ, who

is the only deliverer of men from hell fire. Ps.L\.xiii.27.

(3,) He is far from the work of the Holy Ghost,

the work of regeneration, and a second creation,

without which no man shall see the kingdom of

heaven. 3u. m 3. (4.) He is far more righteous,*

* How awful is the confidence of the sclf-righttous phari-

see ; he considers himself 7nore righteous than the poor peni-

tent, who is chjthed in Christ's righteousness, the garments

of salvaliou. The self-righteous says :

—
' Stand by, I am hoher

than thou. Thank God, I am not like this publican.' While

in God's sight, poor wretched boaster, thou art clothed in

(ilthy rags.—£n.

from that righteousness that should make him
acceptable in God's sight, is. xUi. 12, 13. (5.) He is

under the power and dominion of sin ; sin reigneth

in and over him ; it dwcUeth in every faculty of his

soul, and member of his body ; so that from head
to foot there is no place clean. Is. i. c. iio. iii. 9—18.

(G.) lie is in the pest-house with Uzziah and
excluded the camp of Israel with the lepers. 2 Ch.

xxvi. 21. Nu. V, 2. Job xxivi. 14. (7.) His * life is among
the unclean.' He is ' in the gall of bitterness, and

in the bond of iniquity.' Ac. viii. 23. (8.) He is ' in sin,'

'in the flesh,' 'in death,' 'in the snare of the devil,'

and is 'taken captive by him at his will.' 1 Ca

XV. 17. Ro. viii. 8. IJn.iii. 14. 2 Ti. ii. 2G. (9.) lie is Under

the curse of the law, and the devil dwells in him,

and hath the mastery of him. Ga. lii. 13. Ep. iL 2, 3.

Ac. xxvi. 18. (10.) He is in darkness, and walketh in

darkness, and knows not whither he goes ; for

darkness has blinded his eyes. (II.) lie is in the

broad way that leadcth to destruction ; and liulding

on, he will assuredly go in at the broad gate, and

so down the stairs to hell.

2. What is he that cometh not to Jesus Christ?

[Answ.] (1.) He is counted one of God's enemies.

Lu.xix. u. Ro. viii. 7. (2.) He is a child of the devil,

and of hell ; for the devil begat him, as to his sinful

nature, and hell must swallow him at last, because

he cometh not to Jesus Christ. Ju. viii. 44. 1 Jn. iii. 8.

Mat. xxiii. 15. Ps. ix. 17. (3.) He is a child of wrath, an

heir of it; it is his portion, and God will repay it

him to his face. Ep. iii—3. Job xxi. 29—31. (4.) He is

a self-murderer; he wrongeth his own soul, and

is one that loveth death. Pr. i. lO; viiLSu. (a.) He is

a companion for devils and damned men. Pr. xxi. \6.

Mat. XXV. 41.

3. Whither is he like to go that cometh not to

Jesus Christ ?

[Answ.] (I.) He that cometh not to hlin, is like

to go further from him ; so every sin is a step

further from Jesus Christ. Ho. xi. (2.) As he is in

darkness, so he is like to go on in it ; for Christ

is the light of the woild, and he that comes not to

him, walketh in darkness. Jn. viii. 12. (3.) He is like

to be removed at last as far from God, and Christ,

and heaven, and all felicity, as an infinite God can

remove him. Mat. xii. 41. But,

Second, This doctrine ofcoming to Christ inform-

eth us wJiere j)Oor dedilute si7iners may find life

for tJteir souls, and that is in Christ. This life is

in his Son ; he that hatli the Son, hath life. And

ao-ain, ' Whoso findeth me findcth life, and shall

obtain favour of the Lord.' Pr. viii. ;55. Now, for

further enlargement, I will also here projiouiid

three more questions: 1. What life is in Christ?

2. Who may have it? 3. Upon what terms?

1. What life is in Jesus Christ?

[Answ.] (1.) There is justifying life in Christ.

Man by sin is dead in law; and Christ only

can deliver him by his righteousness and blood
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from tliis deatli into a state of life. • For Gotl

Bent his Son into the world, that we might live

through liini.* iJn. iv. 9. That is, through the righ-

teousness whicli he should accomplish, and the

death that he should die. (2.) There is eternal

life in Clirist ; life that is endless; life for ever

and ever. * lie hath given us eternal life, and

tliis life is in his Son.' l Jm v. il. Now, justification

and eternal salvation being both in Christ, and

nowiiere else to be had for men, who would not

come to Jesus Christ?

2. Who may have this life?

I answer, Poor, helpless, miserable sinners.

Particularly, (1.) Such as are willing to have it.

' Whosoever will, let him take the water of life.'

Re. xxii. 17. (2). He that thlrsteth for it. ' I will

give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the

water of life. ' Re. xxi. 6. (3.) lie that is weary of his

sins. ' This is the rest wherewith ye may cause

the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing.' is.

xxviii. 12. (4.) He that is poor and needy. 'He
shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the

souls of the needy.' Ps. ixxii. 13. (5.) lie that foUow-

eth after him, crieth for life. ' He that followeth

me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the

light of life.' Jn. viii. 12.

3. Upon what terms may he have this life;?

Anaw. Freely. Sinner, dost thou hear. Thou
mayest have it freely. Let him take the water of

life freely. I will give bim of the fountain of the

water of life freely. ' And when they had nothing
to pay, he frankly forgave them both.' Lu. vu. 42.

Freely, without money, or without price. * Ho I

every one that thirstetli, come ye to the waters, and
he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea,
come, buy wine and milk without money and with-

out price.' l9. iv. 1. Sinner, art thou thirsty? art

thou weary? art thou willing? Come, then, and
regard not your stuff; for all the good that is in

Christ is offered to the coming sinner, without
money and without price. He has life to give
away to such as want it, and that hath not a penny
to purchase it; and he will give it freely. Oh
wliat a blessed condition is the comino- sinner in!
But,

Thud, Tliis doctrine of coming to Jesus Christ
for life, informeth us, tlml U is to he had nowhere
else. l^Iight it be had anywhere else, the text, and
iiim that spoke it, would be but little set by; for
what greater matter is there in ' 1 will in no wise
cast out,' if another stood by that could receive
them < But here appears the glory of Christ, that
none hut he can save. And here appears his love,
that tliough none can save but he, yet he is not
coy in saving. ' But him that comes to me,' says
he, * I will iu no wise cast out.'

That none can save but Jesus Christ, is evident
from Ac.iv. 12: 'Neither is there salvation in any
other;' and 'he hatli given to us eternal life, and

this life is in his Son.' l Ju. v. ll. If life could have

been had anywhere else, it should have been in the

law. But it is not in the law ; for by the deeds of

the law, no man living shall be justified ; and if not

justified, then no life. Therefore life is nowhere

to be had but in Jesus Christ. Ga. iii.

Quest. But why would God so order it, that life

should be bad nowhere else but in Jesus Christ?

Answ. There is reason for it, and that both with

respect to God and us.

1. With respect to God.

(1.) That it might be iu a way of justice as well

as mercy. And in a way of justice it could not

have been, if it had not been by Christ ; because

he, and he only, was able to answer the demand of

the law, and give for sin what the justice thereof

required. All angels had been cruslied down to

hell for ever, had that curse been laid upon them

for our sins, which was laid upon Jesus Christ ; but

it was laid upon him, and lie bare it ; and answered

the penalty, and redeemed his people from under it,

with that satisfaction to Divine justice that God
himself doth now proclaim. That he is faithful and

just to forgive us, if by faith we shall venture to

Jesus, and trust to what he has done for life. Ro.

iii. 24—26. Jn. i. 4. (2.) Life luust bc by Jcsus Clirist,

that God might be adored and magnified, for find-

ing out this way. This is the Lord's doings, that

in all things he might be glorified through Jesus

Christ our Lord. (3.) It must be by Jesus Christ,

that life might be at God's dispose, who hath great

pity for the poor, the lowly, the meek, the broken

in heart, and for them that others care not for. ps.

xxiiv. 6 ; cxxxviii. 6 ; x.w. ; li. 17. cxlvii. 3. (4.) Life mUSt bc

in Christ, to cut off boasting from the lips of men.

This also is the apostle's reason in Ro. iii. la, 27.

Ep. ii. 8—10.

2. Life must be in Jesus Christ with respect to us.

(1.) That we might have it upon the easiest

terms, to wit, freely : as a gift, not as wages. Was
it in Moses' hand, we should come hardly at it.

Was it in the pope's hand, we should pay soundly

for it.* But thanks be to God, it is iu Christ,

laid up in him, and by him to be communicated to

sinners upon easy terms, even for receiving, ac-

cepting, and embracing with thanksgiving ; as the

Scriptures plainly declare. Jn. i. 11, 12. 2 Co. xi. 4. He

xi. 13. Col. iii. 13-15. (2.) Life is in Christ for us, that

it might not be upon so brittle a foundation, as in-

deed it would had it been anywhere else. The
law itself is weak because of us, as to this. But
Christ is a tried stone, a sure foundation, one that

will not fail to bear thy burden, and to receive thy

soul, coming sinner. (3.) Life is in Christ, that it

might be sure to all the seed. Alas ! the best of

* This nation now pays some eight or ten millions sterling

a year. Had God sanctioned this diabolical trade in souls, all

Christendom would have been divided into two classes—priests

and slaves.—Et>.
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us, was life left in our linnd, to be sure we sliould

forfeit it, over, and over, and over ; or, was it in

any other hand, we should, by our often backslid-

ings, so offend him, tliat at last he would shut up
\

his bowels in everlasting displeasure against us.

But now it is in Christ, it is with one that can pity,

pray for, pardon, yea, multiply pardons ; it is with

one that can have compassion upon us, when we arc

out of the way ; with one that hath an heart to

fetch us again, when we are gone astray ; with one

that can pardon without upbraiding. Blessed be

God, that life is in Christ ! For now it is sure

to all the seed. But,

Fourth, Tliis doctrine of coming to Jesus Christ

for life informs us of the evil of unbelief; that

wicked thing that is the only or chief hinderance

to the coming sinner. Doth the text say, 'Come?'

Doth it say, ' and him that cometh to me I will in

uo wise cast out ?' Then what an evil is that that

keepeth sinners from coming to Jesus Christ ! And
that evil is unbelief : for by faith we come ; by

unbelief we keep away. Therefore it is said to

be that by which a soul is said to depart from

God ; because it was that which at first caused

the world to go off from him, and that also that

keeps them from him to this day. And it dotV it

the more easily, because it doth it with a wile.

[0/ the Sin of Unbelief]—This sin may be

called the white devil, for it oftentimes, in its mis-

chievous doings in the soul, shows as if it was

an angel of light: yea, it acteth like a counsellor

of heaven. Therefore a little to discourse of this

evil disease.

1. It is that sin, above all others, that hath some

show of reason in its attempts. For it keeps the

soul from Christ by pretending its present unfit-

ness and unpreparedness ; as want of more sense

of sin, want of more repentance, want of more

humility, want of a more broken heart.

2. It is the sin that most suitcth with the con-

science : the conscience of the coming sinner tells

him that he hath nothing good ; that he stands

inditeable for ten thousand talents ; that he is a

very ignorant, blind, and hard-hearted sinner,

unworthy to be once taken notice of by Jesus

Christ. And will you, says Unbelief, in such a

case as you now are, presume to come to Jesus

Christ ?

3. It is the sin that most suiteth with our sense

of feeling. The coming sinner feels the workings

of sin, of all manner of sin and wretchedness in

his flesh ; he also feels the wrath and judgment

of God due to sin, and ofttimes staggers under it.

Kow, says Unbelief, you may see you have no

arace ; for that which works in you is corruption.

You may also perceive that God doth not love

you, because the sense of his Avrath abides upon

you. Therefore, how can you bear the face to

come to Jesus Christ ?

4. It is that sin, above all others, that most

suiteth with the wisdom of our flesh. The wisdom
of our flesh thinks it prudent to question awhile,

to stand back awhile, to hearken to both sides

awhile ; and not to be rash, sudden, or unadvised,

in too bold a presuming upon Jesus Christ. And
this wisdom unbelief falls in with.

5. It is that sin, above all other, that continu-

ally is whispering the soul in the ear with mis-

trusts of the faithfulness of God, in l^eping pro-

mise to them that come to Jesus Christ for life.

It also suggests mistrust about Christ's willingness

to receive it, and save it. And no sin can do this

so artificially as unbelief.

6. It is also that sin which is always at hand

to enter an objection against this or that promise

that by the Spirit of God is brought to our heart

to comfort us ; and if the poor coming sinner is

not .aware of it, it will, by some evasion, slight,

trick, or cavil, quickly wrest from him the promise

again, and he shall have but little benefit of it.

7. It is that, above all otlier sins, that weakens

our prayers, our faith, our love, our diligence, our

hope, and expectations: it even takcth the heart

away from God in duty.

8. Lastly, This sin, as I have said even now, it

appeareth in the soul with so many sweet pretences

to safety and security, that it is, as it were, counsel

sent from heaven ; bidding the soul be wise, wary,

considerate, well-advised, and to take heed of too

rash a venture upon believing. Be sure, first, that

God loves you ; take hold of no promise until you

are forced by God unto it ; neither be you sure of

your salvation ; doubt it still, though the testi-

mony of the Lord has been often confirmed in you.

Live not by faith, but by sense : and when you

can neither see nor feel, then fear and mistrust,

then doubt and question all. This is the devilish

counsel of unbelief, which is so covered over with

specious pretences, that the wisest Christian can

hardly shake oft' tliese reasonings.

[Qualities of unbelief as o}yposed to faith.]—But

to be brief. Let me here give thee. Christian

reader, a more particular description of the quali-

ties of unbelief, by opposing faith unto it, in these

twenty-five particulars :

—

1. Faith bclieveth the Word of God; but

unbelief questioneth the certainty of the same.

I's. cvi. J4.

2. Faith bclieveth the Word, because it is true;

but unbelief doubteth thereof, because it is true.

1 Ti. iv. 3. Jn. viii. 45.

3. Faith sees more in a promise of God to help,

than in all other things to hinder; but unbelief,

notwithstanding God's promise, saith, How can

these things be ? Uo. iv. ut-2i. 2 Ki. vii. 2. Jn. iu. n, 12.

4. Faith will make thee see love in the heart of

Christ, when with his mouth he givcth reproofs ;

but unbelief will imagine wrath in his heart, when
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with his mouth and Word he saith ho loves us.

Wat. rv. 22—28. No. xiii. 2 Ch. xiv. 3.

5. Faith will help the soul to wait, though God

defers to give; hut unhelief will take hutF and

throw up all, if God makes any tarrying. Ps. xxv. s.

Is. riii. 17. 2 Ki. vi. 33. Ts. o-i. 13, U.

C). Faith will give comfort in the midst of fears;

hut unhelief causeth fears in the midst of comfort.

2 Ch. XX. 20, 21. Mat. viii. 26. Lu. xxiv. 26, 27.

7. Faith will suck sweetness out of God's rod

;

hut unhelief can find no comfort in his greatest

mercies. Ps. xxiii. 4. Nu. xxi.

8. Faith maketh great hurdens light ; hut un-

helief maketh light ones intolerahly heavy. 2 Co.

iv. 1, 14-18. Mai. i. 12, 13.

9. Faith helpeth us when we are down ; but

imhelief throws us down when we are up. Mi. vii. 8-io.

Ho. iv. 11.

10. Faith hringoth us near to God when we are

far from him ; hut unhelief puts us far from God
when we are near to him. lie. x. 22; iii. 12, 13.

11. Where faith reigns, it declareth men to be

the friends of God ; hut where unbelief reigns, it

declareth them to he his enemies. Ja.iii.23. lie. iii. is.

Ke. xxi. 8.

12. Faith putteth a man under grace; hut un-

helief holdeth him under wrath. Ro. iu. 24—26; xiv. e.

Ep. ii. 8. Jn. iii. S6. 1 Jn. v. 10. He. iii. 17. Mar. xvi. 16.

13. Faith purifieth the heart; but unbelief

keepeth it polluted and impure. Ac. xv. 9. Tit. i. 15, le.

14. By faith, the righteousness of Christ is

imputed to us ; but by unbelief, we are shut up
under the law to perish. Ro. iv. 23, 24 ; xi. 32. Ga. iii. 23.

15. Faith maketh our Avork acceptable to God
through Christ; hut whatsoever is of unbelief is

sin. For witliout faith it is impossible to please

him. He. xi. 4. Ro. xiv. 23. He. xi. 6.

16. Faith giveth us peace and comfort in our

souls ; but unbelief worketh trouble and tossings,

like the restless waves of the sea. Ro. v. i. ja. i. e.

17. Faith maketh us to see preciousness in

Christ ; but unbelief sees no form, beauty, or

comeliness in him. i Pe. ii. 7. Is. liii. 2, 3.

18. By faith we have our life in Christ's ful-

ness ; but by unbelief w% starve and pine away.
Ga. ii. 20.

19. Faith gives us the victory over the law, sin,

death, the devil, and all evils; but unbelief layeth
us obnoxious to them all. l Jn. v. 4, 5. Lu. xii. 46.

20. Faith will show us more excellency in

things not seen, than in them that are ; but unbe-
lief sees more in things that are seen, than in

things that will bo hereafter. 2Co.iv.i8. He. xi. 24—27.

1 Co. XV. 32.

21. Faith makes the ways of God pleasant and
admirable; but unbelief makes them heavy and
hard. Ga. v. C. l Co. xii. 10, 11. Jn. vi. GO. y». ii. 3.

22. By faith Ahraliam, Isaac, and Jacob pos-

sessed tiie land of prumite ; but because of unbe-

lief, neither Aaron, nor Moses, nor Miriam could

get thither. He. xi. 9; iii. 19.

23. By faith the children of Israel passed

through the Fted Sea. ; but by unbelief the gener-

ality of them perished in the wilderness. He. xi. 29.

Jude a.

24. By faith Gideon did more with three hun-

dred men, and a few empty pitchers, than all the

twelve tribes could do, because they believed not

God. Ju. vii. 16—23. Nu. xiv. 11, 14.

25. By faith Peter walked on the water; but

by unbelief he began to sink. Mat. xiv. 28—so.

Thus might many more be added, which, for

brevity's sake, I omit ; beseeching every one that

thinketh he hath a soul to save, or be damned, to

take heed of unbelief ; lest, seeing there is a pro-

mise left us of entering into his rest, any of us by
unbelief should indeed come short of it.

Use Second. The second use

—

a use of exam-

ination.

We come now to a use of examination. Sinner,

thou hast heard of the necessity of coining to

Christ ; also of the willingness of Christ to receive

the coming soul ; together with the benefit that

they by him shall have that indeed come to him.

Put thyself now upon this serious inquiry. Am I

indeed come to Jesus Christ ?

Motives plenty I might here urge, to prevail

with thee to a conscientious performance of this

duty. As, 1. Thou art in sin, in the flesh, in

death, in the snare of the devil, and under the

curse of the law, if you are not coming to Jesus

Christ. 2. There is no way to be delivered from

these, but by coming to Jesus Christ. 3. If thou

coinest, Jesus Christ will receive thee, and will in

no wise cast thee out. 4. Thou Avilt not repent it

in the day of judgment, if now thou comest to

Jesus Christ. 5. But thou wilt surely mourn at

last, if now thou shalt refuse to come. 6. And
lastly. Now thou hast been invited to come ; now
wall thy judgment be greater, and tliy damnation

more fearful, if thou shalt yet refuse, than if thou

hadst never heard of coming to Christ.

Object. But we hope we are come to Jesus

Christ.

Ansio. It is well if it proves so. But lest thou

shouldst speak without ground, and so fall una-

wares into hell-fire, let us examine a little.

Fi7'st, Art thou indeed come to Jesus Christ ?

What hast thou left behind thee ? What didst thou

come aivay from, in thy coming to Jesus Christ?

When Lot came out of Sodom, he left the So-

domites behind him. Ge. xix. When Abraham came

out of Chaldea, he left his country and kindred

behind hini. Ge. xiL Ac. vii. When Ruth came to put

her trust under the wings of the Lord God of

Israel, she left her father and mother, her god.s,

and the land of her nativity, behind her. Ru.i.i6-17;

ii. n, 12. When Peter came to Christ, he left his
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nets beliind him. Mat. iv. 20. When Zaccheus came
to Christ, he left the receipt of custom behind

him. Lu. six. When Paul came to Christ, he left

his own righteousness behind him. Phi. iii. 7, 8.

When those that used curious arts came to Jesus

Christ, they took their curious books and burned

them ; though, in another man's eye, they were

counted worth fifty thousand pieces of silver. Ac.

xix. 18-20.

What sayest thou, man ? Ilast thou left thy

darling sins, thy Sodomitish pleasures, thy ac-

quaintance and vain companions, thy unlawful gain,

thy idol-gods, thy righteousness, and thy unlawful

curious arts, behind thee ? If any of these be with

thee, and thou with them, in thy heart and life,

thou art not yet come to Jesus Christ.

Second, Art thou come to Jesus Christ ? Prithee

tell vie what iiwved thee to come to Jesus Christ .?

M^n do not usually come or go to this or that

place, before they have a moving cause, or rather

a cause moving them tiiereto. No more do they

come to Jesus Christ—I do not say, before they

have a cause, but—before that cause nioveth them

to come. What sayest thou? Hast thou a cause

moving thee to come ? To be at present in a state

of condemnation, is cause sufficient for men to

come to Jesus Christ for life. But that will not

do, except the cause move them ; the which it will

never do, until their eyes be opened to see them-

selves in that condition. For it is not a man's

being under wrath, but his seeing it, that moveth

him to come to Jesus Christ. Alas ! all men by

sin are under wrath ; yet but few of that all come

to Jesus Christ. And the reason is, because they

do not see their condition. ' Who hath warned

you to flee from the wrath to come?' Jiat. iu. 7.

Until men are warned, and also receive the warn-

ing, they will not come to Jesus Christ.

Take three or four instances for this. Adam and

Eve came not to Jesus Christ until they received the

alarm, the conviction of their undone state by sin.

Ge. iu. The children of Israel cried not out for a

mediator before they saw themselves in danger of

death by the law. Ex. xx. is, 19. Before the jjublican

came, he saw himself lost and undone. Lu. xviu. is.

The prodigal came not, until he saw death at the

door, ready to devour him. Lu. xv. 17, I8. The three

thousand came not, until they knew not what to

do to be saved. Ac. u. 37—39. Paul came not, until

he saw himself lost and undone. Ac. ix. 3—8, 11.

Lastly, Before the jailer came, he saw himself

undone. Ac. xvi. 29-31. And I tell thee, it is an

easier thing to persuade a well man to go to the

physician for cure, or a man without hurt to seek

for a plaster to cure him, than it is to persuade a

man that sees not his soul-disease, to come to Jesus

Christ. The whole have no need of the physician ;

then why sliould they go to him ? The full pitcher

can hold no more ; then why should it go to the

fountain? And if thou couiest full, thou comest

not aright ; and be sure Christ will send thee empty

away. ' But he healeth the broken iu heart, and

bindeth up their wounds.' Mar. U. 17. Ps. cxlvU. 3. Lu. i. 53.

lliird, Art thou coming to Jesus Christ ? Prithee

tell me, Wltat sccst thou in him to allure thee to

forsake all (lie v)orld, to come to him ?

I say, What hast thou seen in him? Men must

see something in Jesus Christ, else they will not

come to him. I. What comeliness hast thou seen

in his person ? thou comest not, if thou seest no

form nor comeliness in him. is. m. 1-3. 2. Until

those mentioned in the Song were convinced that

there was more beauty, comeliness, and desirable-

ness in Christ, than in ten thousand, they did not

so much as ask where he was, nor incline to turn

aside after him. Ca. v., vi.

There be many things on this side heaven that

can and do carry away the heart ; and so will do,

so long as thou livest, if thou shalt be kept blind,

and not be admitted to see the beauty of the Lord

Jesus.

Fourth, Art thou come to the Lord Jesus ?

What Juxd thou found in him, since thou earnest to

him ?

Peter found with him the word of eternal life.

Jn. vi. 68. They that Peter makes mention of, found

him a living stone, even such a living stone as

communicated hfe to them. 1 Pe. u. 4, 5. He saitli

himself, they that come to him, Lc, shall find

rest unto their souls ; hast thuu found rest in him

for thy soul ? Mat. xi. 23.

Let us go back to tJte times of the Old Testament.

1. Abraham found that in him, that made him

leave his country for him, and become for his sake

a pilgrim and stranger in the earth. Ge. lii. He. xi.

2. Moses found that in him, that made him

forsake a crown, and a kingdom foi- him too.

3. David found so much in him, that he counted

to be in his house one day was better than a

thousand; yea, to be a door-keeper therein was

better, in his esteem, than to dwell in the tents of

wickedness. Ps. ixxxiv. 10.

4. What did Daniel and the three children find

in him, to make them run the hazards of the fieiy

furnace, and the den of lions, for his sake ? Da. iii., vL

Let us come down to martyrs.

1. Stephen found that in him that made him

joyful, and quietly yield up his life for his name.

Ac. vii.

2. Ignatius found that in Christ that made him

choose to go through the torments of the devil,

and hell itself, rather than not to have him.—Po.x s

Acts a-nd Monuments, vol. i. p. 52. Amio. HI.

Edit. 1G32.

3. What saw Romanus in Christ, when he said

to the raging Emperor, who threatened him with

fearful torments, Thy sentence, Emperor, I joy-

fully embrace, and refuse not to be sacrificed by



296 COME AND TA-ELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST.

ns cruel tonncnts as thou caust invent ?—Fox,

vul. i. p. HG.
4. What saw Menas, the Egyptian, in Christ,

when he said, under most cruel torments, There

is nothing in my mind that can be compared to the

kinudoin of heaven ; ncitlier is all the world, if it

was weighed in a balance, to be preferred with the

jirice of one soul? Who is able to separate us

from tlie luve of Jesus Christ our Lord ? And I

have learned of my Lord and King not to fear them

that kill the body, <fcc. P. 117.

5. What did Eulalia sec in Christ, when she

said, as they were pulling her one joint from an-

other. Behold, Lord, I will not forget thee.

Wliat a pleasure it is for them, Chi-ist! that

remember thy triumphant victory? P. 121.

G. What think you did Agnes see in Christ, when

rejoicingly she went to meet the soldier that was

apj)ointed to be her executioner. I will willingly,

said she, receive into my paps the length of this

sword, and into my breast will draw the force

thereof, even to the hilts; that thus I, being

married to Christ my spouse, may surmount and

escape all the darkness of this world? P. 122.

7. What do you think did Julitta see in Christ,

when, at the Emperor's telling of her, that except

she would worship the gods, she should never have

protection, laws, judgments, nor life, she replied.

Farewell life, welcome death ; farewell riches,

welcome poverty : all that I have, if it were a

thousand times more, would I rather lose, than to

speak one wicked and blasphemous word against

my Creator ? P. 123.

8. What did Marcus Arethusius see in Christ,

when after his enemies had cut his flesh, anointed

it with honey, and hanged him up in a basket for

flies and bees to feed on, he would not give, to

u})huld idolatry, one halfpenny to save his life ?

P. 128.

9. What did Constantine see in Christ, when he
used to kiss the wounds of them ihat sufi'ered for

him ? P. 135.

10. But what need I give thus particular in-

fctances of words and smaller actions, when by their

lives, their blood, tlieir enduring hunger, sword,
tire, pulling asunder, and all torments that the

devil and hell could devise, for the love they bare
to Christ, after they were come to him?

UlicU Jtmt •xiiov fouTid ill him, sinner?
What! come to Christ, and find nothing in him !

—when all things that are worth looking after are
in him !—or if anything, yet not enough to wean
thee from thy sinful delights, and fleshly lusts!

Away, away, thou art not coming to Jesus Christ.

He that has come to Jesus Christ, hath found
in him, that, as I said, that is not to be found
anywhere else. As,

1. He that is come to Christ halli found God in

Lim, reconciling the world unto himself, not im-

puting their trespasses to them. And so God is

not to be found iu heaven and earth besides. 2 Co.

V. 19, 20.

2. He that is come to Jesus Christ hath found

in him a fountain of grace, sufficient, not only to

pardon sin, but to sanctify the soul, and to preserve

it fi'oni falling, in this evil world.

3. He that is come to Jesus Christ hath found

virtue in him ; that virtue, that if he does but

touch thee with his Word, or thou him by faith,

life is forthwith conveyed into thy soul. It makes
thee wake as one that is waked out of his sleep

;

it awakes all the powers of the soul. Ps. xxx. u, ii>.

Ca. vi. 12.

4. Art thou come to Jesus Christ ? Thou hast

found glory in him, glory that surmounts and goes

beyond. ' Thou art more glorious - than the

mountains of prey.' v&. i\.\vi. 4.

5. What shall I say ? Thou hast found righ-

teousness in him ; thou hast found rest, peace,

delight, heaven, glory, and eternal life.

Sinner, be advised ; ask thy heart again, say-

ing, Am I come to Jesus Christ ? For upon this

one question. Am I come, or, am I not ? hangs

heaven and hell as to thee. If thou canst say, I

am come, and God shall approve that saying,

happy, happy, happy man art thou! But if thou

art not come, what can make thee happy? yea,

what can make that man happy that, for his not

coming to Jesus Christ for life, must be damned
iu hell ?

Use Third.—The third use

—

a use of encour-

agement.

Coming sinner, I have now a word for thee

;

be of good comfort, ' He will in no wise cast out.'

Of all men, thou art the blessed of the Lord ; the

Father hath prepared his Son to be a sacrifice for

thee, and Jesus Christ, thy Lord, is gone to pre-

pare a place for thee. Ju. i. ay. He. x. What shall

I say to thee ?

\^First,'\ lliou comest to a full Christ ; thou canst

not want anything for soul or body, for this world

or that to come, but it is to be had in or by Jesus

Christ. As it is said of the land that the Dauites

went to possess, so, and with much more truth, it

may be said of Christ ; he is such an one with

whom there is no want of any good thing that is iu

heaven or earth. A full Christ is thy Christ.

1. He is full of grace. Grace is sometimes

taken for love ; never any loved like Jesus Christ.

Jonathan's love went beyond the love of women;
but the love of Christ passes knowledge. It ia

beyond the love of all the earth, of all creatures,

even of men and angels. His love prevailed with

him to lay aside his glory, to leave the heavenly

place, to clothe himself with flesh, to be born in a

stable, to be laid in a manger, to live a poor life in

the world, to take upon him our sicknesses, iutir-

mities, sins, curse, death, and the wrath that was
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due to man. And all this be did for a base, imde-
!

serving, unthankful people
; yea, for a people that

was at enmity with him. ' For when we were yet

without strength, in due time Clirist died for the '

ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will

one die ; yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die. But God commendetb his

{

love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us. Much more, then, being now-

justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath

through him. For if, when we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, '

much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by
!

his life.' Uo. V. c—10. i

2. He is full of truth. Full of grace and truth,
j

Truth, that is, faithfulness in keeping promise, even

this of the text, with all other, ' 1 will in no wise
|

cast out.' Jn. xiv.6. Hence it is said, that his words
j

be true, and that he is the faithful God, that keepeth

covenant. And hence it is also that his promises

are called truth : * Thou wilt fulfil thy truth unto
|

Jacob, and thy mercy unto Abraham, which thou

hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.'

Therefore it is said again, that both himself and

words are truth :
' I am the truth, the Scripture of

truth.' Da. X. 21. ' Thy word is truth,' jn. xvu. u. 2 Sa.

vii. 28
;

' thy law is truth, ' Ps. cxix. 142 ; and ' my mouth,

'

saith he, 'shall speak truth,' Pr. vui. 7; see also Ec.

xii. 10. Is. XXV. 1. Mai. ii. 6. Ac. xxvi. 25. 2 Tl. ii. 12, 13. Now,

I say, his word is truth, and he is full of truth to

fulfil his truth, even to a thousand generations.

Coming sinner, he will not deceive thee ; come

boldly to Jesus Christ.

3. He is full of wisdom. He is made unto us

of God wisdom ; wisdom to manage the affairs of

his church in general, and the aft'airs of every com-

ing sinner in particular. And upon this account

he is said to be ' head over all things,' i Co. i. Ep. i.,

because he manages all things that are in the world

by his wisdom, for the good of his church ; all

men's actions, all Satan's temptations, all God's

providences, all crosses, and disappointments ; all

things whatever are under the hand of Ciirist—who

is the wisdom of God—and he ordereth them all for

good to his church. And can Christ help it—and

be sure he can—nothing shall happen or fall out in

the world, but it shall, in despite of all opposition,

have a good tendency to his church and people.

4. He is full of the Spirit, to communicate it to

the coming sinner ; he hath therefore received it

without measure, that he may communicate it to

every member of his body, according as every man's

measure thereof is allotted him by tne Father.

Wherefore he saith, that he that comes to him, ' Out

of his belly shall flow rivers of livhig water.' Jn.

Ui. 34. Tit. iii. 5, 0. Ac. ii. Jn. vii. 33—3».

5. He is indeed

graces of the Spirit.

VOL. I.

storehouse full of all the

' Of his fulness have all we

received, and grace for grace.' Jn. i. is. Here is more
faith, more love, more sincerity, more humility,

more of every grace ; and of this, even more of

this, he giveth to every lowly, humble, penitent

coming sinner. Wherefore, coming soul, thou
comest not to a barren wihlcrness when thou comcbt
to Jesus Christ.

6. He is full of bowels and compassion : and
they shall feel and find it so that come to him for

life. He can bear with thy weaknesses, he can pity

thy ignorance, he can be touched with the feeling

of thy infirmities, he can affectionately forgive thy

transgressions, he can heal thy backslidinn-s, and
love thee freely. His compassions fail not ;

' and
he will not break a bruised reed, nor quench the

smoking flax ; he can pify them that no eye pities,

and be afflicted in all thy afflictions.' Mat. xxvi. 41. lie.

V. 2 ; ii. 18. Mat. ix. 2. llo. xiv. 4. Ezt». xvi. 5, 6. la. Ixiii. y. Pa.

Ix-wiii. 38 ; Ixxxvi. lb ; cxi. 4 ; cxii. 4. La. iii. 22. Is. xlii. 3.

7. Coming soul, the Jesus that thou art coming

to, is full of might and terribleness for thy advan-

tage ; he can suppress all thine enemies ; he is the

Prince of the kings of the earth ; he can bow all

men's designs for thy help ; he can break all snares

laid for thee in the way ; he can lift thee out of all

difficulties wherewith thou mayest be surrounded ;

he is wise in heart, and mighty in power. Every

life under heaven is in his hand ; yea, the fallen

angels tremble before him. And he will save thy

life, coming sinner. 1 Co. i. 24. Ro. viii. 28. Mat. xxviii. 1 \

Tie. iv. Ps. xix. 3 ; xxvii 5, G. Job ix. 4. Ju. xviL 2. Mat. viii. 29.

Lu. viii. 28. Jii. ii. 19.

8. Coming sinner, the Jesus to whom thou ai-t

coming is lowly in heart, he despiseth not any. It

is not thy outward meanness, nor thy inward weak-

ness ; it is not because thou art poor, or base, or

deformed, or a fool, that he will despise thee : he

hath chosen the foolish, the base, and despised

things of this world, to confound the wise and

mighty. He will bow his ear to thy stammering

prayers he will pick out the meaning of thy inex-

pressible groans ; he will respect thy weakest offer-

ing, if there be in it but thy heart. Mat xi. 20. Lu. lir.

21. Pr. IK. 4—G. Is. xxxviii. 14, 15. Ca. v. 15. Jn. iv. 27. Mar. iii.

33, 34. Jii. V. 11. Now, is not this a blessed Christ,

coming sinner ? Art thou not like to fare well,

when thou hast embraced him, coming sinner ? But,

Second, lliou hast yet avother advantage hy Jesus

CJirist, thou art coming to him, for he is not onlyfull,

BUT FREE. He is not sparing of what he has ; he

is open-hearted and open-handed. Let me in a

few particulars sliow thee this :

1. This is evident, because he calls thee ; he calls

upon thee to come unto him ; the which he would

not do, was he not free to give ;
yea, he bids tliee,

when come, ask, seek, knock. And for thy encour-

agement, adds to every connnand a promise, 'Seek,

ar^d ye shall find; ask, and ye slmU have; knock,

2 P



S9S COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST.

and it shall be opened unto you.' If the rich man

Eliould say thus to the poor, would not he be

reckoned a free-hearted man ? I say, should he

say to the poor, Come to my door, ask at my door,

knock at my door, aud you shall find and have ;

would lie not be counted liberal ? Why, thus doth

Jesus Christ. Mind it, coming sinner, is. iv. 3. Ps.

1. l.'). Mat. vii. 7-9,

2. He doth not only bid thee come, but tells

ihee, he will heartily do thee good ;
yea, he will do

it with rejoicing ;
' I will rejoice over them, to do

them good - with my whole heart, and with my
Avhole soul.' Je. xx.\ii. 41.

3. It appcareth that he is free, because he giveth

without twitting.* ' He giveth to all 7nen liber-

ally, and upbraideth not.' Ja. i. v. There are some

that will not deny to do the poor a pleasure, but

they will mix their mercies with so many tiaits,

that the persons on whom they bestow their

charity shall find but little sweetness in it. But

Christ doth not do so, coming sinner; he castetli

all thine iniquities behind his back. is. xxxviii. i?.

Thy sins and iniquities he will remember no more.

He. viii. 12.

4. That Christ is free, is manifest by the com-

plaints that he makes against them that will not

come to him for mercy. I say, he complains, say-

ing, ' Jerusalem, Jerusalem! how often would

I have gathered thy children together, even as a

hen gathereth her chickens under Iter wings, and

ye would not
!

' Mat. xxiii. 37. I say, he speaks it by

way of complaint. He saith also in another place,

'But thou hast not called upon me, Jacob.'

Is. xliii. 2a. Coming sinner, see here the willing-

ness of Christ to save ; see here how free he is to

communicate life, and all good things, to such as

thou art. He complains, if thou comest not ; he is

displeased, if thou callest not upon him. Hark,

coming sinner, once again ; when Jerusalem would

not come to him for safeguard, ' he beheld the

city, and wept over it, saying. If thou hadst known,

even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which

belong unto thy peace ; but now they are hid from

thine eyes.' i.u. xix. 41, 42.

5. Lastly, He is open and free-hearted to do

thee good, as is seen by the joy and rtyoicing that

he mauifesteth at the coming home of poor prodi-

gals. He receives the lost sheep with rejoicing;

the lost goat with rejoicing
; yea, when the prodi-

gal came home, what joy and mirth, what music

and dancing, was in his father's house! Lu. xv.

Tidal. Comivff simicr, I will add another encour-

agancid for thy hdj).

I. God hath prepared a nicrcy-seat, a throne of

grace to sit on ; that thou mayest come thither to

him, and that he may from thence hear thee, and

* ' Twitliiij:;' tamiliiij^, or R'buking.— El).

receive thee. 'I will commune with thee,' saith

he, * from above the mercy-seat. ' Ex. xxv. 22. As
who shall say, sinner. When thou comest to me,
thou shalt find me upon the mercy-seat, where also

I am always found of the undone coming sinner.

Thither I bring my pardons ; there I hear and
receive their petitions, and accept them to my
favour.

2. God hath also prepared a golden altar for

thee to offer thy prayers and tears upon. A golden
altar ! It is called a ' golden altar, ' to show what
worth it is of in God's account: for this golden
altar is Jesus Christ ; this altar sanctifies thy gift,

and makes thy sacrifice acceptable. This altar,

then, makes thy groans golden groans ; thy tears

golden tears ; and thy prayers golden prayers, in

the eye of that God thou comest to, coming sinner.

Re. viii. Mat. xxiii. 19. He. x. 10. 1 Pe. ii. 5.

3. God hath strewed all the way, from the gate

of hell, where thou wast, to the gate of heaven,

whither thou art going, with flowers out of his own
garden. Behold how the promises, invitations,

calls, and encouragements, like lilies, lie round

about thee ! take heed that thou dost not tread

them under foot, sinner. With promises, did I say ?

Yea, he hath mixed all those with his own name,
his Son's name ; also, with the name of mercy,

goodness, compassion, love, pity, grace, forgive-

ness, pardon, and what not, that may encourage

the coming sinner.

4. He hath also for thy encouragement laid up

the names, and set forth the sins, of those that

have been saved. In this book, they are fairly

written, that thou, through patience and comfort

of the Scriptures, mightest have hope. (I.) In

this book is recorded Noah's maim and sin ; aud

how God had mercy upon him. (2.) In this record

is fairly written the name of Lot, and the nature

of his sin ; and how the Lord had mercy upon him.

(3.) In this record thou hast also fairly written

the names of Moses, Aaron, Gideon, Samson,

David, Solomon, Peter, Paul, with the nature of

their sins ; and how God had mercy upon them

;

and all to encourage thee, coming sinner.

Fourth. J will acid yet another encouragementfor
tlie mail that is coming to Jesits Chist. Art thou

coming ? Art thou coming, indeed ? Why,
1. Then this thy coming is by virtue of God's caU.

Thou art called. Calling goes before coming.

Coming is not of works, but of him that calleth.

' He goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto

/m/4 whom he would; and tln'y came unto him.'

Mar. iii. 13.

2. Art thou coming ? This is also by virtue of

illumination. God has made thee see; and, there-

fore, thou art coming. So long as thou wast dark-

ness, thou lovedst darkness, and couldst not abide

to come, because thv deeds were evil ; but beii;g
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Tiow illuminated and made to see what and where

thou art, and also what and whare thy Saviour is,

now tliou art coming to Jesus Christ ; ' Blessed

art thou, Simon Barjuna: for flesh and blood hath

not revealed it unto thee,' saith Christ, ' but my
Father which is in heaven.' Mat. xvi. n.

3. Art thou coming? This is because God
hath inclined thine heart to come. God hath

called thee, illuminated thee, and inclined thy

heart to come ; and, therefore, thou comest to

Jesus Christ. It is God that worketh in thee to

will, and to come to Jesus Christ. Coming sinner,

bless God for tliat he hath given thee a will to

come to Jesus Christ. It is a sign tliat thou

belongest to Jesus Christ, because God has made

thee willing to come to him. I's. ex. 3. Bless God
for slaying the enmity of thy mind ; had he not

done it, thou vvouldst as yet have hated thine own

salvation.

4. Art thou coming to Jesus Clirist ? It is

God that giveth thee power: 2^oioer to pursue thy

icill in the matters of thy salvation, is the gift of

God. ' It is God which worketh in you both to

will and to do.' Pld. ii. 13. Not that God worketh

will to come, where he gives no power ; but thou

shouldest take notice, that power is an additional

mercy. The church saw that will and j^oicer

were two things, when she cried, ' Draw me, we

will I'un after thee.' Ca. i. 4. And so did David too,

when he said, ' I will run the way of thy com-

mandments, when thou shalt enlarge ray heart.'

ps. cxix. S3. Will to come, and power to pursue thy

V ill, is double mercy, coming sinner.

5. All thy strange, passionate, sudden rushingg

forward after Jesus Christ, coming sinners know
what I mean, they also are thy helps from God.

Perhaps thou feelest at some times more than at

otiiers, strong stirrings up of heart to fly to Jesus

Christ; now thou hast at tliis time a sweet and
stiff" gale of the Spirit of God, filling thy sails witli

the fresh gales of his good Spirit ; and thou ridest

at those times as upon the wings of the wind, being

carried out beyond thyself, beyond the most of tliy

prayers, and also above all thy fear and temptations.

6. Coming sinner, hast thou not now and then a

kiss of the sweet lips of Jesus Christ, I mean some
blessed word dropping like a lioney-comb upon thy

soul to revive thee, when thou art in the midst of

thy dumps ?

7. Does not Jesus Christ sometimes give thee

a glimpse of himself, though perhaps thou seest him

not so long a time as while one may tell twenty.

8. Hast thou not sometimes as it wore the very

warmth of his wings overshadowing the face of thy

soul, that gives thee as it were a gload* upon thy

spirit, as the bright beams of the sun do upon thy

body, when it suddenly breaks out of a cloud,

though presently all is gone away ? Well, all

these things are the good hand of thy God upon

thee, and they are upon thee to constrain, to pro-

voke, and to make thee willing and able to come,

coming sinner, that thou mightest in the end be

saved.

* ' A gloail ;* a warm, ea^er, passionate gazing : now obso<

lete.—El).
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