
POSTSCRIPT.

^lest. It-may be demanded, that having

heard the excellency and usefidness of this

sovereign m.ediciiie to cure heart-trouble,

namely, y^yzrA iiiGod andin Christ ; can you
tell us how we may get this faith ? And what
means we shall use to obtain it ?

Antiw. I shall endeavour, by the help of

God's spirit, and Scripture-light, to direct

you herein, and as briefly as I may.

DIRECTION I,

Firsts You must be convinced of your
unbelief, of the greatness of the sin of unbe-

lief, and of your absolute need of faith : of

these three things you must be fully con-

vinced.

1 . Of your unbelief : for most people

think they have faith, and that they never

were without it, and therefore labour not for

it. Pray earnestly therefore, that the Holy
Spirit may be sent into yoifr hearts, to work
this conviction in you, for it is his proper

work, yoiin xvi. 8, to convince the world of
sin^ because they believe not on me^ saith our

* Lord : this is the great sin, the damning sin

jf the world, their not believing" on Cfiriat^
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Now that we may he convuiced, that hy na-

ture we have no taith, let us consider these

Scriptures, Eph, ii. 1, 2, 12, and that until

we are regenerate and born a^ain, we hav^e

no Taith, is evident Iroin yplin i. 12, 13.

There, believing in Christ, and regeneration,

are inseparably joined together, Acts xv. 9,

and xxvi. 18, and xx. :4,\, From which
Scriptures it is most evident, that such as

are strangers to the heart- purifying, the

heart-sanctifying work of faith, have no

faith : if we have not truly repented, nor

know any saving change v\rrought in us, and
upon us, by the spirit of God i

for certain,

whatever we think, we have no true saving

faith, it is but a fancy : of this then we must
be fully convinced, and must most heartily

beg the help of the spirit to convince us.

2. Of the greatness of the sin of unbelief

:

it binds the guilt of all other sins upon us ;

it is disobedience and rebellion against the

great God, for he commands us to believe,

1 John iii. 21, and by our unbelief, we make
God a liar^ 1 yohn v. 10. O horrible wick-

edness ! And,
3. We must be convinced also of our ab-

solute need of faith ; we must needs have it,

or we must perish. IVithoutfaith^ it is im-

possible to please God^ Hch. xi. 6. Without
it we cannot be the children of God, JqIiu



161

i. 12. Gal, iii. 26. Without it we can have
no pardon of ain^ Acts x. 43. Rom» iii. 25.

John viii. 24. And in what a dangerous

case are we, so long as we lie under the

guilt of all our sins ? Without faith we are

not reconciled to God^ nor justified^ Rom, iii.

22, and Ro7n. vi. 1. Nor can we be sancti-

Jied^ Acts xxvi. 18. 2 Thess. ii. 13. No
access to God but by faith, Rom. v. 2.

Ephes, ii. 18. No living the life of religion,

nor bearing up under affliction, nor holding

out to the end without faith, Heb, xi. No
salvation, nor eternal life, without it, Epfu

ii. 18. John iii. 16, 36. Heb, x. 39. Of all

these things we must be convinced, if ever

we will have faith.

DIRECTION II.

Secondly y if we would have faith, we must
diligtntly search the scriptures, read the

gospel, attend on the reading and preachin'^g

of the gospel, y^/r this very end^ that \j^ may
grt faith by it; 1 say, yi^r this very e)7a\ cer-

tainly, that it should be our end in reading

and in ht^aring the word, which was God's

end in pu!)lishing ot it: now, this was his end

in publibhing of it, John xx. 21. Rom. xvi.

25, 26. Rom. x. 17. Acts x. iii. 48. Eph. i.

12. 1 his is the ordinary means appointed by

God to wor,k faith in the souls of men, as ap-

o 2
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pears by Acts ii. 42. chap. iv. 4, and chap.

xi. 21, and many more. There are l^;\v

that read, and hear the word for this end,

and therefore get no faith by it.

Now, that the word read, and heard, may
be eifectual to work this precious, this most
necessary grace of faith in us, there are

some things antecedent, some concoinitant,

and some consequent upon our attendance

on the word, and our use of it.

Firsts Some things antecedent, are neces-

sary :

1. Preparation: For want or this the

word most limes proves ineffectual. It is

the empty, hungry soul that relisheth and
taketh in this food, James i. 21. 1 Pet. ii.

1. Matt, xiii. 22. Usually our success is

according to our preparation ; p^? in prayer,

P.sal, X. 17. Compare 2 C/iron. xii. 14,

with 2 Chron. xix. 3. Make conscience

then of preparation.

2. PruLjer : Pour out your hearts to God
in prayer for a blessing on the word, that

you may read or hear. O ! lift up a cry to

God, and say, O, Lord make this wal-u ef-

fectual to work faith in my soul, &c.

3. Earnest deslie and expectation of meut-

ing God in the word, and of his oiessmg in

It: It we expect nothing from it, no wonder
if we rscuive nothing. Tiiere is a fiujic^js
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ofMts^ing- in the ^or.pel^ Rom. xv. 29. We
should hrinc; hungry and thirsty souls after

God, the living God, as Psal. Ixiii. 1, 2, 3,

and Ixxxiv. 2. God filleth the hungry with

good thin^'s^ Luke i. 53.

Secondly^ Some things are concomitant :

as,

1. We must read and hear it as the word
of.God^ and not an the xvord of man^ 1 Thess,

\\. 13. /Vets X. 33, and we nnusc acknow-
ledge God's authority in it.

2. Receive it with meekness, opening our

hearts to it, and giving it the most tender

entertammtnt, James i. 21.

3. With love, readiness of mind, and
gladness of heart, 2 Thess. ii. 10.

4. With faith, givins^ credit to it, believ-

ing it to he the v ord of God, Heb. iv. 2.

5. We must be careful to remember it

:

see what great stress is laid upon our re-

membering, 1 Cor. XV. 2. Our salvatioTi

lies upon it, PaaU cxix. lU Love the word,
for love is the act of memory.

6. Prayer must be added again for a bless-

Thirdly^ Some things must be done after-

ward also. As,
1. Meditation upon what you have heard

and read ; for want of this usually ail is lost.

I am pciouadtd, this is out gieat reason
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why most profit so little !)y the word, be-

cause they make no conscience of medita-

tion ; they hear and read, but never think

more on it afterwards : so preaching, hear-

ing, reading, and all lost ; and souls, and
heaven, and ali lost. For God's sake then,

whose word you read and hear, and for your
own soul's sake, if you are not willing they

should perish for want of faith, make con-

science of meditation on the word, Psal, u

2, and cxix. 97. If ever you would get

good by the word, mediate upon it.

2. Application of it : take it home to your-
selves, Job y, 27. Let it sink down into

your hearts^ saith Christ : It must be an in-

grafted word, you must receive it into your
hearts, and not intot your heads only, 2 Cor,

iv. 6, your hearts must be joined to it, and
mixed with it.

o. Practice : Yielding up ourselves to the

government of it, making it the standard and
rule of our whole conversation. We must he

doers of the xvord^ and not hearers oidy^ lest

lue deceive our ownsoids^ James i. 22i Matt.
vii. 22, 24. And in observing these scripture-

rules here laid down, in the careful vtpA con-

scientious use of God's word after this man-
ner, you may not doubt but the spirit of God
will v/ork with the word of God, to tnake it

e.T-ctual to work this most precious grace of
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faith In us, wKcreby to believe in God and m
Christ, to the consolation and eternal salva-

tion of our souls : but if we neglect the

means God hath ordained to get faith, and
for want of it, die in our sins, and perish

eternally, our destruction will be of our-

selves.

Thh'dly^ Would we have 'faith, let us en-

gage our whole souls in the^eep and serious

consideration of the infinite, unspeakable,

unconceivable love of God the Father in

this, the highest and fuJljList demonstration of

it, in giving his son, his only begotten son,

to be a sin-offering, a sac^rifice, a ransom for

poor sinners, and that fot this very end and
purpose, that we poor sinners might believe

in him, and by believing might not perish,

but have eternal life,/ I pray read and pon-

der upon the following texts, and let your
most serious thoughts fix on them, and med-
itate on them, Isa* liii. throughout, John iii.

16, 17. Rom, iii. 25, and \'. 8, 10. Prov.

viii. 30. Col, i. 12, 13. 2 Cor, v. 19, 20,

21. Rom,\\\\. 3, 32, with many others, which
for brevity sake Jf-cai^not transcribe : It we
can but believe ^is wonderful love of God
the Father, in /giving his dear son to be a

Sufi'tify a sin~oJ^i'r2h:^-y ta lay all our iniquities

r
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en him ; that he was pleased to bruise him^

and put him to grief for us : and consider

and meditate upon the heighth and depth,

the breadth and length, of this immense, io-

';omprehensible love of God, in giving his

son, and that on purpose, that we might be-

lieve in him, and by believing might have

eternal life ; I say, it will greatly help us to

believe in his son, to accept of this his un-

speakable gift, and to receive him as he is

offered to us in the gospel.

Moreover, let us also ccmsider of, and
deeply meditate upon the transcendent love

of the son of God himself; who though he

were the delight of his Father, and lay in the

bosom of his Father, even then his delights

were with the sons of men,* then was his

heart full of love to poor sinners ; and his

love brought him down from heaven to as-

sume human nature, and to take upon him
all the sins of his people, to bear them on
his soul and body, in the garden, there

sweating great drops of blood, and on the

cross there pouring out his heart-blood,

made a curse, enduring the full measure of

the wrath of God due for sin, and became
the ransom of souls, P/ii/r it, 6, 7, 8. Luke
xxii. 44. Gal, ii. 20./ He loved, us, and

• Prov. viiL 30, 31.
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gave himself for us : Loved us^ and washed
Vj^Jrom our shis in his bloody Rev* i. 6. 1 Pet*

i. 18. ii. 24. GaL iii. 13. Tit, ii. 14.

But while I am writing these things, I

caiiHot but conceive an indignation against

myself, and heartily wish I were filled with

shame, sorrow and grief of spirit, that

having read and heard so often of the sur-

passing love of God the Father, in giving

his son ; and so often of the unspeakable
love of Jesus, and to be no more affected

with it, no more sensible of it ; to have my
affections no more stirred and moved, no
more quickened and warmed : alas, my
dead heart, my adamantine heart ! Lord,
sprinkle it with that blood ; Lord, shed
abroad that love of thine upon my heart

abundantly by the Holy Ghost ; Lord j esus,

manifest thy love to me, that I may love

thee. I am ashamed and pained for want
of love to God, to Jesus : O ! that I could

believe thy love to my soul, then I could not

chuse but love thee. Lord, I believe, help

my unbelief. Ihe consideration of this love

of God, and of Christ, is a means t» work
iaith ; try it, I pray you, and you will find

it so.

DIRECTION. IV.

Fourthly^ Improve and act the historical

faith you have, on the doctrines, promises.
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and threatenings in th0^ gospel, which yo\i

profess you do believe. Act the faith you
have on the doctrines of the gospel, the pro-

mises of rest for your souls, pardon for your

sins, life and righteousness, grace and glory

made to those that believe in Clirist, and to

none else.*" Believe and think what heaven

is, that state of infinite blessedness, in the

seeing and enjoying the blessed God to all

eternity if believe what eternal life is, eter-

nal glory ; and believe also what hell is, se-

paration from God ; Go, ije cursed into ever-

lasting fire ; lakes of fire and brimstone,

everlasting death, the wrath of God, damna-
tion ; and see you profess that believe all

this ; then believe also and consider it well,

that neither is heaven's inftnite happiness to

be attained, nor hell's linspeakable misery to

be avoided, but only by believing the Lord
Jesus Christ, John iii. 16, 17. viii. 24.

DIRECTION V.

Fifthhjy Would you have faith ? Then
seek it diligently ; pray, O pray for it as for

your lives, cry mightily to God for it -; pour
out your hearts to God in prayer for it ;

pr.iy

continually for faith, pray without cea ^ing,

be importunate with God for it ;
go all da}5

and night panting and breathing af^er it. O

• John vi. o7. vii. 37. Matt. xi. 23, 29. t 2 Th?si.

9, 10.
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that God would give me faith ! Go to Jesu«^

also for it ; cry to him, for he is the Author
as well as the Object of it, Heb, xii. 1,2.
It is the gift of God ; O pray for it.

DIRECTION VI.

Lastly^ Consider seriously, and often, how
wonderful willing God is that you should
believe in Christ, as you have heard ; and
how much he is displeased with those that

will not believe in him ; and how dreadfully

he hath threatened them, as Rev, xxi. 8.

Also consider how exceeding willing Jesus
Christ himself is, that poor sinners should

come to him, and believe in him: how sweet-

ly he calls them, how freely he offers him-
self, and all he is, to them, be they never so

bad, never so vile and wicked ; Ho ! every

one that thirstethy Isa. Iv. 1. They that have

no worthiness in them, nothing but sin and
misery.* O ! set your hearts to the consi-

deration of the incomparable, unparalleled

love of Jesus, in dying that cursed death of

the cross for sinners : consider and medi-
tate, hold your hearts to it, until your hearts

be affected with his love, his love that pass-

eth the love of women, love passing under-

*Johnvi.37. chap. vii. 37. Rev. iii. 18. chap.
xxi.n. \
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standing ; and consider how well he de-

serves, and how much he challengeth your
love ! Consider once again, what a most
lovely person Jesus is, who is altogether

lovely, the brightness of his Father^s glorify

in whom dwells allfulness^^ and in whom is

all jx)wer in heaven and earth,| and labour to

affect your hearts with his most admirable

excellencies, and then come unto him weary
and heavy laden with your sins, willing to

part with them all : give up your whole

selves to him, give him your whole hearts,

and take him for head and liusband, for your
only Lord and Saviour ; enter actually into

covenant with him, to become his, and his

alone, and his for ever.

Thus Work out your salvation and conso-

lation, by believing in Jesus, in blessed, all-

sufficient Jesus, trusting to him, and betrust-

ing all with him, and the Lord will work in

you both to will and to do^ PhiU ii. 12, 13.

Use these means in the strength of the Lord,
and doubt not, but in the use of them, you
shall obtain this precious faith ; which hav-

ing, and acting, you shall find it to be your
heart's ease ia all your heart-trouble.

TIx.aSE BE TO GOD ALONE.
\

• Heb. i. 3. \ Matti xxviii. 13.
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