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SERMON IV.

OF GOOD AND BAD COMPANY, HOW TO AVOID THE ONE, AND
IMPROVE THE OTHER.

&quot; / am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that

keep thy precepts.&quot;
Ps. cxix. 63.

MY desire now is to speak something of good and bad

company, and therefore have made choice of this scripture.

In this section the Psalmist laboureth to confirm his faith,

and to comfort himself in the certainty of his own grace,

by seven or eight properties of a true believer. The first is

drawn from his choice. A good man makes a right choice,
he chooses God for his portion, verse 51, &quot;Thou art my
portion, O Lord.&quot; The second is drawn from the fixation

of his resolution. A good man is fully resolved for to walk
with God. &quot;

I have said I would keep thy words/
5
verse 5 7-

The third is drawn from his earnest desire of God s love and
favour. A good man doth desire the favour of God above
all things,

&quot;

I intreated thy favour with my whole heart/
5

verse 58. The fourth is drawn from his self examination.

A good man doth ponder, weigh, and examine his own

doings and ways,
&quot;

I thought on my ways, and turned my
feft unto thy testimonies/

5
verse 59. The fifth is drawn

from his readiness to keep God s commandments. A good
man doth not put off or delay his duty,

&quot;

I made haste and

delayed not to keep thy commandments/
5
verse 60. The

sixth is drawn from his adhesion to the ways of God in times
of opposition. A good man will not be driven from the

ways of God by the opposition of men. &quot;The bands of the

wicked have robbed me, but I have not forgotten thy law/
5

verse 61. The seventh is drawn from the thankfulness of
his disposition under all dispensations. A good man will

give thanks to God whatever his condition be. &quot;At mid

night I will give thanks unto thee, because of thy righteous
judgments/

5
verse 62. And the eighth is drawn from his

company. A good man will keep company with those that

are good ;

&quot;

I am a companion of all that fear thee.
55 Which

is explained by these following words,
&quot; and of them that
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keep thy precepts, I am a companion of all that fear thee.&quot;

Though I be a king, and they be never so poor, I, even I,

David the king,
&quot; am a companion of all that fear thee, and

do keep thy precepts.&quot;
Where then you may observe thus

much, that a good man will have good company. It is the

property of a good man to keep good company, his com

panions are such as do fear the Lord. Yea, though they be

much beneath him, yet if they be such as do fear the Lord,

he will not boggle at their acquaintance and fellowship.
&quot; I

am a companion,&quot; says David the king,
&quot; of all those that

fear thee.&quot; So that a good man will have or keep good

company. For the opening and clearing whereof,

First, We will inquire what this good company is, and when
a man may be said for to keep good company.

Secondly, Why, and upon what account a good man will

have good company.

Thirdly, I will answer unto some objections or cases of

conscience, about this company-keeping, and so come to the

application.

As for the first, If you ask what this good company is, I

answer.

That is not good company which the world calls good

company, nor he a good companion which the world calls

a good companion. If a man will drink and take off his

cups, he is a good fellow in the mouth of the world. And if

a man be a jolly, frolic, merry man, that can make you laugh
with some pretty tales and jests, he is a good companion ;

but if he be a good natured man, and will not be angry, then

he is a good companion indeed. This is the world s good

company, or good companion, but I say that is not good

company which the world calls good company.
Neither is that good company which a man s own engage

ments calls good company ;
if a man be a good man, and I

have a mind to hate him, then I will first make him wicked,
that there may be room for my hatred : if a man be a wicked

man, and I have a mincl to keep him company, or love him,
then I will first make him good, and say he is good, that

there may be room for my love and fellowship with him. It

was a custom amongst the Jews, that the king should once in

a year read over the chief part of Deuteronomy in the audi

ence of the people, and as their stories tell us, when Agrippa
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came to those words,
&quot; One from among thy brethren thou

shalt set king over thee ; thou mayest not set a stranger

over thee, which is not thy brother.
53

Agrippa s eyes trickled

down with tears, in remembrance that he was not of the seed

of the Jews. Whereupon, saith the story, the people cried

out three times, Fear not, Agrippa, for thou art our brother.

So that when men please, they can for their own engagements

make a man a brother, and a good companion ; but I say,

that is not good company which my own judgment and

engagement calls good company. But that is good com

pany, which the saints generally call good company, and that

is good which the Scripture calls sjood company.
&quot; Such are

all those that do fear the Lord, and do keep his
precepts,&quot;

for so saith David,
&quot;

I am a companion of all those that fear

thee, and do keep thy precepts.&quot;

Now a man is not said to keep company with others,

either good or bad, because he doth occasionally fall into

their society. Possibly a good man may occasionally meet

with, or fall into the society of those that are \\icked, yet he

is not thereby said for to keep wicked company, neither is

this forbidden
;
for says the apostle,

&quot;

I have written to you
that you should not keep company with,&quot; &c. 1 Cor. v., yet
not altogether, for then you should go out of the world :

and possibly a bad man may occasionally meet with good

people, and be in their companies : yet he is not there

fore said to keep good company, it is not this or that occa

sion, that doth make a companion.
Neither is a companion properly one whom a man doth

ordinarily deal with in a way of trade and commerce. For

the Christians in the apostles time, did ordinarily trade and

commerce with the heathens, yet did not keep company with

them. But a companion properly is such an one as I do

choose to walk and converse with ordinarily in a way of

friendship : so that company-keeping doth imply three things,
first it is matter of choice, and therefore relations as such,
are not properly said to be our companions; secondly it im

plies a constant walking and converse with another, and so

it is expressed, Job xxiv. 8
; Prov. xiii. 20. And thirdly,

this ordinary converse or walking with another, must be in a

way of friendship, and upon this account. He that Sam
son used as his friend is called his companion. Judges xiv. 20.
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A companion therefore properly is such an one as I do choose

to walk and converse ordinarily with in a way of friendship.
The apostle Paul expresses it by a word that signifies to min

gle.
ee

I have written to you that you keep not company with

the world &quot;

I Cor. v. 11
; the word in the original is, that

you mingle not with such. There is a meddling with the

world, and there is a mingling with the world. It is not un

lawful to meddle with the things of the world, but it is un
lawful to mingle one s heart with the things of the world ;

so

it is not unlawful to meddle with the persons of the world,
but to mingle with them is unlawful, and look, when I do
choose the men of the world for to walk and converse with

ordinarily, in a way of friendship, then do I keep them com

pany ; but if men be such as fear God, and do keep his pre

cepts, and I choose out such to walk and converse ordinarily

with, then I am said for to keep them company. And thus

now you see what good company is, and when a man may be
said to keep bad or good company.

Secondly, Well but, then, why and upon what account will

a good man keep good company ? Why it is his duty to do

it, he cannot but do it, and it is best for him to do it. It is

his duty : for if it be his duty to avoid evil company, then it

is his duty to have good company. Now for bad company,

you know what Solomon says, Prov. i. 10,
&quot; If sinners entice

ye consent tbou not to them
;&quot;

verse 15,
&quot; Walk not thou in

the way with them, but refrain thy feet from their
path.&quot;

And

again, chap. iv. 14,
&quot; Enter not into the path of the wicked,

I

and go not in the way of evil men ; avoid it, pass not by it,

turn from it, and pass away.
55 Was not God greatly dis

pleased with Jehoshaphat for his walking and fellowship with

Ahab and his house ? Read, I pray, what is said 2 Chron.

xix. 2
3

&quot; And Jehu, the son of Hanani the seer, went out to

meet Jehoshaphat, and said to him, Shouldest thou help the

ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord, therefore is wrath

pon thee from before the Lord.&quot; And ye know what is

id in Ps. i.,
&quot; Blessed is the man that walketh not in the

unsel of the ungodly, that standeth not in the way of sin-

ers, and sitteth not in the seat of the scornful.&quot; It may be

you will say that you do not sit in the seat of the scornful,

though you be amongst them ordinarily, but do not you
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stand in the way of sinners, nor walk in their counsel ? If

you be found either in their counsel, or in their way, or in

their seat, sitting, standing, or walking amongst them, the

blessing doth not belong to you. If you be a professor,

you ought not to be found in such company. It is the duty

of all those that fear, to avoid evil company ; and as it is

their duty to avoid evil company, so it is their duty to fre

quent good company. Cant. i. 5,
&quot; If thou knowest not,

O thou fairest among women/* saith Christ to the spouse,
&quot;

go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock/* Cant. i. 8.

And Solomon doth not only enjoin and commend this duty,

but doth encourage us unto it
; for, saith he,

ee He that walketh

with the wise, shall be wise, but a companion of fools shall

be destroyed/* Prov. xiii. 20. So that it is a good man s duty to

keep company with those that are good, and as it is his duty, so

he can do no other ; his spiritual disposition doth naturally

lead him unto it. You say, Birds of a feather will together.

And what is the reason that the sheep doth converse with

the sheep, and not with the swine; that the pigeon doth

converse with the pigeon, and not with the raven ? But be

cause their disposition doth naturally lead them to converse

with those that are in nature like to them. Now the divine

nature of all good men is spiritually the same naturally;
therefore as a good man, he cannot but converse and walk

with those that are good ; and as he can do no other, so it

is best for him to do so ; for in good company there is much

safety ; as there is danger in bad, so in good company there

is great safety. Our way to heaven is a journey, and we are

all travelling thither ; now ye know that in a great journey,
a good day, and a good way, and good company is very
comfortable

;
so in our journey to heaven, a clear gospel day,

a plain, even way and good company, is a great mercy,, and
a sweet privilege ; insomuch as John, that wrote the book of
the Revelation, glories in it

; for, I pray, mark how he styles
himself: I, John, am the penman of this book, and would

you know, saith he, what my title is, it is this,
&quot; Your bro

ther and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and

patience of Jesus Christ/* Rev. i. 9. It seems then, 1. That
he that lies in Christ s bosom, will lie in the bosom of the
saints ; of all the disciples it is written of John, that he was
the beloved disciple that lay in Christ s bosom : now says he
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to all the saints,
&quot;

1 am your brother and companion.&quot;

2. It seems by this Scripture, that he that is our true com

panion will keep us company into tribulation,
&quot;

I am your
brother and companion in tribulation/

5
3. You may here

see, that those who are the saints companions in tribulation,

shall be companions also with them in the kingdom of

Christ,
&quot; I am your brother and companion in tribulation,

and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ.&quot; 4. That

it is an honour, mercy, and a great privilege to be a com

panion with the saints, though it be in matter of tribulation,

for herein doth John glory,
&quot;

I, John, who also am your
brother and companion in tribulation

;&quot; plainly then, it is a

great mercy and a sweet privilege to have good company.
But to clear up this thing to you, I shall only make use of

one argument, which though one, hath many in the bosom
of it.

Thus if there be much benefit to be found in good company,
and much hurt and mischief in bad company, then it is best

for every good man to keep good company. Now in good

company there is much benefit and in bad company there is

much mischief. For,

As for the benefit of good company. If in case you be

going into evil, ready to fall into what is evil, he will put forth

his hand, and will hold you from it, saying, O my friend, do

not this thing, for it is displeasing unto your God and my
God. Ye know how it was with David, when he was going
to destroy Nabal and all his house, he met with Abigail, and

by her counsel was diverted from it, insomuch as he blessed

God for her counsel. &quot; Ye are the salt of the earth,&quot;
saith

Christ. Now there are two properties of salt, it keeps the

meat from putrefaction, and it makes it savoury : so will good

company do, they will make you more savoury in your spirits

and keep you from that corruption and putrefaction which you
are apt unto. And,
As good company will keep you from evil, so they will

provoke, whet, and stir you up unto what is good, yea though

they be of lower and meaner parts and gifts than yourself:
for as the chips and shavings of wood and little sticks will

set the great blocks and billets on fire, so warm and lively

Christians, though weak in parts, will warm and put life into

others, though in parts and gifts much b3yond them. Heb.
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x. 24,
&quot; Let us consider one another to provoke unto love,

and good works.&quot; Solomon tells you, &quot;That the lips of the

righteous disperse knowledge,&quot; Prov. xv. 7 ;
and if you look

into verse 4, ye shall find, &quot;that the wholesome tongue

(which only dwells in the mouth of the righteous) is a tree

of life.&quot; The word in the original is an healing tongue ;

there is a cutting wounding tongue, and there is an healing

tongue. Now the healing wholesome tongue is a tree of

life : do you therefore desire to gather and eat of the tree of

life ? Then must you keep company with an healing, not

with a cutting and a wounding tongue. And if ye look into

Prov. xx. 21, ye shall find, &quot;that the tongue of the righ

teous, is as choice silver
;
the heart of the wicked is nothing

worth
;&quot; though he saith, his heart is good, and as good as

any man s, though he cannot speak of good as others do.

Yet says Solomon, The heart of the wicked is nothing worth ;

but the tongue of the just, or righteous, is not only as silver,

but as choice silver. And do you ask wherein theVorth of his

lips doth consist ? I will tell you, saith Solomon,
&quot; The lips

of the righteous feed
many.&quot;

Do you therefore desire to be

fed, and to meet with such company as shall feed your soul,

then you must keep company with those that are good and

righteous. And if ye look into verse 11, ye shall find he

saith,
&quot; That the mouth of the righteous is a well of life.&quot;

Do you therefore desire to draw up the waters of life ?

Then must you get your bucket, and come unto the mouth
and company of the righteous. Now if the mouth of the

righteous be a &quot;well of
life,&quot;

and &quot;his lips be as choice

silver, that will feed many/ what a good thing is it, and

profitable, for a man to keep company with those that are

good. Yet,
As good company will provoke unto what is good, so in

case you fall at any time into evil, they wilF stretch forth

their hand and lift you up again. For, says Solomon,
&quot; Two

are better than one : For if they fall, the one will lift up his

fellow ; but woe to him that is alone when he falleth : for

he hath not another to lift him
up.&quot;

Eccles. iv. 9. Again,
&quot;

If two lie together, then have they heat
; but how can one

be warm alone ? And if one prevail against him, two shall

withstand him.&quot; Are you therefore under some great temp
tations, and do you fear that Satan will prevail against you,
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then you must keep good company ;
for &quot;

if one prevail

against him., two shall withstand/5

Or, is your heart grown
cold and dead ? Then must you keep good company ; for,
&quot; If two lie together, then they have heat ; but how can one

be warm alone ?
&quot;

Or, are you fallen into any sin ? Then
must you keep good company :

(C for if they fall, the one

will lift up his fellow ?
&quot;

Is it not a good thing then to keep

good company ? Surely it is. Yet,

As good company will help to lift you out of the mire

when you are fallen into it, so in case you be in any outward

great strait, good company will help to pull you out of that

ditch and strait. For what a great strait was Daniel in,

when the king would put him. to death, unless he told him

his dream, and the meaning of it. How is it possible for

me to know what another dreams ? Yet Daniel must die

unless he tell the king his dream. Well, what doth Daniel

do in this case ? He goes up to God in his prayers. And

chap. ii. 17, &quot;He went to his house, and made the things
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah his companions/
But why did he go to them ? It seems they were praying

companions ; for says (he text,
&quot; He told it to them, that

they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning
this secret, that Daniel and his fellows should not

perish.&quot;

Well, and what then? &quot;Then (verse 19) was the secret

revealed unto Daniel.&quot; Suppose Daniel s companions had

been drunken, wicked companions, what help could he have

had from them ? But they were praying companions, and

a praying companion is a great help in the time of strait.

And,
As good company is a great help to a man in the day of

his straits, so it is a continual blessing. For says the psalm
ist, Ps. cxxxiii.,

&quot; Behold how good and pleasant it is, for

brethren to dwell together in unity ;
it is like the precious

ointment upon the head,&quot; &c. &quot; It is as the dew of Her-

mon,&quot; &c. &quot; For there the Lord commandeth his blessing,
and life for evermore.&quot; It is not barely said, that there God
blesseth, or doth pronounce a blessing ; but,

&quot; there he com
mands his

blessing,&quot; makes it effectual,
&quot; there he commands

his
blessing.&quot; Was not Laban s house blessed with the

company of Jacob ? Was not Potiphar s house blessed with

the company of Joseph ? Surely where good company is,

VOL. v. H
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there is God s blessing; yea,,
&quot; There he commandeth his

blessing, and life for evermore.&quot; It is recorded of one hea

then, that when he would set his house and land to sale, he

caused the crier to proclaim, Bonum habet vicinum ; thinking

that it would sell the better for a good neighbour : and surely

a good neighbour is a good commodity, and good company is

a great mercy.
&quot; There the Lord commandeth his blessing,

and life for evermore.&quot; And thus ye now see the benefit of

good company.
As for the mischief of bad company, there is much mis

chief to be found therein. For as good company will pro
voke and quicken you unto what is good, so bad company
will cool and quench you to what is good. Bad company is

a great quench coal, and will abate your affections unto what
is good. Will not water mixed with wine, abate of the

strength of the wine ? so will bad company abate your

strength of affections unto what is good. Peter Martyr,* ob

serving that many of the Jews stayed behind in Babylon,
when others came out of Babylon with much heat and zeal

to build God s house ; he inquires into the reason why any
should stay behind, and he concludes, that the society and

company of the Babylonians, had cooled their devotions unto

God s service. They had been seventy years in Babylon,
and having so long mingled themselves with the people of

the nations, they were now cooled to the service of God.

And indeed what is the reason that many are so cooled, over

what they have been, unto what is good, but because they
have mingled themselves with evil company ?

As evil company will quench and cool your affections unto

what is good, so they will insensibly infect you with what is

evil. You see how it is with diseases, though a man have an

infectious disease, yet if I keep at a distance from his breath,
and the like, I am not infected therewith ;

but if I come near

him, to suck in his breath, then I am infected.f So here,

though evil, wicked men are very infectious, yet if I keep at

a distance, I shall not be infected with them ; but if I come
so near, as to suck in their breath by keeping them company ?

then I am infected by them. &quot; A little leaven (saith the

* Ideo pietatis amor et religionis studium refrigerati. Pet. Mar. in Judg. i.

f Et solent vitia alibi connata in propinqua membra perniciem suam efflare, sic

improborum vitia in eos derivantur, qui cum illis vitse habent consuetudinem .

Tertul. advers. Voelnt.


