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But if you set
but lose them, and the things affected too.
lose your
neither
shall
on
above,
you
things
your affections
let us all
Wherefore
affected.
the
nor
things
affections,
Set your affections on things
receive this exhortation,
&quot;

on the
above, and not on things

earth.&quot;

SERMON

III.

HOW TO WALK WITH GOD
&quot;

Brethren,
I

God.&quot;

let

COR.

every

man wherein

IN
he

OUR CALLINGS.
called therein, abide with

is

vii. 20.

IN this chapter the apostle speaks to a case of conscience,
whether it be lawful for the believing wife to depart from the
10.
unbelieving husband ; which he resolves negatively, ver.
If the unbelieving will depart, let him depart,&quot; saith the
he
apostle, ver. 15, but the believer may not depart ; which
taken
is
The first
persuadeth unto by divers arguments.
&quot;

good that the believer may do by his con
For what knowest thou, O wife, whether
thou shalt save thine husband.&quot; The second is taken from the
But as the Lord
call of God unto that condition, ver. I ?,
hath distributed unto every man, as the Lord hath called
and this is our duty ; for, says
every man, so let him walk
I
ordain
So
in
all
the
churches.&quot;
he,
Why, but suppose a
man be called being a servant, is he to abide therein ? Yes.
Let every one abide in the same
says the apostle, ver. 20,
wherein
he
was
called.&quot;
Art thou called being a ser
calling
vant? care not for it, but if thou mayest be made free, use it
from the

profit or
tinuance, ver. 16,

&quot;

1

&quot;

:&quot;

&quot;

&quot;

rather

He

that is called in the Lord, being a
fi
Ye are
freeman
only saith he,
bought with a price, be not ye the servants of men,&quot; serving
men only, but the Lord in them. And so, brethren, let every
man wherein he is called, abide with God by calling so the
apostle doth understand that state and condition wherein
;

servant,

for, ver. 22,
is

&quot;

the Lord

s

;&quot;

:

We do ordinarily take the word calling
employment, and outward occupation ; but the
apostle takes it here for our outward state and condition, yet
not excluding but
including the other, for there is no state or
God

hath placed us.

for our civil
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are called unto, but some occupation, em
is to be used therein; and therefore in
I shall speak to both.
of
to
one
And so the
these,
speaking
doctrine is this

we

condition that

ployment, or calling,
:

the duty of every man to abide or walk with
God in his calling ; take calling for your state or condition,
or take calling for your ordinary way of employment, the
doctrine is true, that it is our duty to abide or walk with God

That

it

is

It is commanded ver. 17,
in our calling.
It is
called every one, so let him walk.&quot;
ver. 20,

&quot;

Let every man abide in the same

&quot;

he was

As the Lord hath
commanded again

&amp;lt;;

And

called.&quot;

Brethren,

let

every

it

one,&quot;

is

calling

wherein

commanded

again ver. 24,
therefore
there is
Surely

&c.

And ver. 20 he saith,
great concernment in this.
Let every man abide;&quot; but in ver. 17 he saith, ie As the
and saith the
Lord hath called every one, so let him walk
some

&quot;

;&quot;

&quot;

e

Here

him abide with

let

God.&quot;

Plainly then, it is
walk
or
man
to
abide
with
of
God in his eallevery
duty
For the prosecuting of which truth I shall labour to

text,

shew you
First, That it is a great mercy
good, lawful, and honest calling.
:

for a

man

A good

be placed in a

to

calling

is

a great

mercy.
Secondly, That a
Thirdly, That it

man
is

being so placed, is to abide therein.
our duty to walk with God in our

calling.

Fourthly,

What

a

man

God in his calling.
Fifthly, I shall give
provoke you

should do, that he

may walk

with

you some motives and encouragements
God in your

to this work, of walking with

callings.

is

It
First, therefore, I say, a good calling is a great mercy.
a
an
for
man
to
have
and
a
honest, good,
mercy

a great

lawful calling whether you take the word calling for the
calling of condition, or for the calling of employment, it is a
great mercy to be planted in an honest and a lawful calling.
:

For,
This was the condition of

Adam

in the state of

innocencv ;
he gave him
an employment in the state of innoccncy, and there was no
thing given him in the state of iimocency but mercy. What-

then the Lord set

Adam

for to

till

the ground

:
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him upon before the fall, was
an employment upon
mercy. Now in that state God put
in
him.
by the fall it is not a
Employment did not come
made upon us by the
the
devil
badge of that conquest that
is
a
For
fall: therefore an honest calling
great mercy.
ever

God

called

him

to,

or put

;

thereby,

A man

kept from idleness. Idleness is the nurse of all
Homines nihil
wickedness ; our vacation is the devil s term.
* Men
to
do
Idle
learn
evil.
doing nothing

agenda,

is

fyc.

by

:

ness, saith the heathen, f is the burying of a living man. Hie
When a great senator of Rome would go live pri
situs est.
in
his
country house, that he might be more retired,
vately

Seneca coming by, said, Hie situs est ; Here lies such a man
you say over a tomb, Here lies such a man, and there lies
such a man, so said he, Hie situs est Vacia ; Here lies Vacia ;
for idleness is the burial of a living man, but what more con
Now the honest law
trary to a man than to be buried alive.
:

as

employment or calling will keep ever from idleness. Yea,
Thereby also a man shall be kept from busy-bodiedness and
too much meddling the more idle a man is, the more apt he
5
is to be too
busy and meddling with others matters. Mark,

ful

:

therefore, I pray, how they go together in 2 Thess. iii. 1 1 :
hear that there are some which walk among you disor
&quot;

We

working not at all, being busy-bodies.&quot; Working not
and yet overworking, being busy-bodies; how should
be cured ? Why, saith he, in the next verse,
Now

derly,
at all,
this

&quot;

them that are such, we command and exhort by our Lord
Jesus Christ, that with quietness
they work and eat their own
55
bread.
Either a man must eat his own bread or he will eat
another s; if he eat another s
constantly that will be uncom
fortable; if he would eat his own bread, then let him work;
if he do not work when he
should, he will be at work when
he should not he will meddle with others
matters, and be a
busy-body.
Now, therefore, I command and beseech you
in the Lord
Thus
(saith the apostle), that every one work.&quot;
;

shall a

is

man be

freed from
busy-bodiedness.

A lawful honest

calling

God

As no

s

ground.

good and honest

Yea,
both of condition and employment

calling is

calling is the devil s ground, so a

God

s

* Homines
nihil egendo mala discunt
egere.
t Otium est vera hominis sepultura. Sen.

ground.
Sen.

As an unlawful
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ground, so a lawful calling is God s
a man is out of his calling and place,
ground. And
he may then say, What do I here on the devil s ground ? and
look when a man is in his place and calling, then he may say,
is

calling

the devil

look

What

s

when

dost thou here, Satan, tempting

me

thy ground, this is God s ground to me.
deed, for there God will appear to men.

this is

?

none of

And so it is, in
God did appear to

the shepherds, bringing the news of Christ s birth
did he appear to them, but in their calling ?

but

;

\A

here

They were

keeping sheep, and suddenly they heard a noise of heavenly
He did appear to Peter and Andrew in their callings
angels.
to follow Christ; but where did
the way of their callings ?
They

the sea,

he appear to them, but in
were casting their nets into
and Christ came and said to them,
Follow me, and
&quot;

make you

I will

fishers of

men.&quot;
Calling ground is appear
appears unto his people. Surely,
therefore, it is a great mercy to be on this ground, to have an
honest lawful calling and employment. And that is the first

ance ground;

there

God

thing,

Secondly,

A man

to abide therein.

&quot;

having a honest and a good calling, he is
Let every one abide therein,&quot; saith the

and again. Now for the opening of this
speak unto these four things
That there is an aptness in us to change or lay down

apostle here, again
I shall briefly
1.

:

our callings.

That it is not absolutely unlawful so to do.
Yet ordinarily a man is to abide in his calling, and not
readily to be removed from it.
4. I shall answer to some objections or cases of conscience
2.
3.

about the change or relinquishment of our calling.
1. Therefore there is an aptness in us to change or lay
down our callings, &c. Why should the apostle three times,

one

And

after another, call
if

upon us

ye look into 2 Thess.

commanded
own bread by working,

the apostle had
eat their

ee

abide in our callings
shall
find that as soon as
iii., ye
the Thessalonians to work, and
to

?&quot;

verse 10, he presently adds,

But ye, brethren, be not weary of well doing.&quot; Why so ?
But because there is an aptness in us, and an itching disposi
tion to leave and desert our callings.
2. But it is not
absolutely unlawful for a man to leave or
change his calling. This in some cases thou mayest do, says
&quot;

[SfiR. 3*
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so
Peter Martyr, modo teipsam non quaeras, vel timere agas,
For
therein.
posthat you do not seek yourself, nor be rash
for higher employments than his
be
a man

may

sihly

own

calling bears.

qualified
In this case,

David

left

his calling of a

the calling of a
Amos
the apostles left the calling

shepherd and became a king ;
herd man and became a prophet ;
Possibly a man may
of their fishing and became apostles.
be qualified for better and higher employments, and in that
left

Or,
it is lawful to change or leave his calling.*
hand of God leading him
Possibly a man may see the same
out of his calling which did bring him into it. So when
Noah had the same &quot;command to go out of the ark that he
the
had to
in, then he went out, but not before, though
case

go

Now sometimes a man may
waters were gone oif the earth.
hear the sarre voice of God leading him out of his calling,,
which did bring him in, and in that case it is lawful for a man
to leave or lay

down

his calling.

Or,

a man s
Possibly the porter that standeth at the door of
hath
God
which
him
out
let
there are porters
;
calling may

set at the door of every condition : if a man be a single man,
his condition, and his parents are unwill

and would change
ing, then he

may

not go out of that calling or condition, for

the parents, which are the porters of the door, do not open
There are porters at the door of every condition ;
to him.

may open the door, and then it is lawful
change or lay down his calling. Or,
man may be forced through want, to change or

possibly this porter

man

for a

to

Possibly a

desert his calling.
Paul though a preacher and apostle, was
sometimes forced to work with his hands. And though Mus-

culus was a good and excellent
preacher, yet he was some
times forced to work, and to dig in the city ditch or moat,
for his living.f
Possibly I say, a man through urgent neces
sity and want, may be forced
and then, and in that case, it

that

lawful for

him

his calling

to

do

it

:

;

so

not absolutely unlawful for a man to change or lay
Yet,
Though it be lawful in some case to do so, yet

it is

down
3.

to leave or desert
is

his calling.

* Si ad
magistratum vel

ecclesiae regimen adcersitus fueris justa ratione, turn
tuipse non est qui te transferas ex una vocatione in aliara sed a Deo promoveris.
Sic ab aratro ad consilium voleris roindis.
Pet. Mart, in cap. p. 96.

t Idem statuendum est, cum aliqua gravi necessitate compelleris,
non as conditiones. Pet. Mar. ibid.

et

subeas
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man

ordinarily a
It is

God

to abide in his calling, and not readily to
:
for a good calling is the Lord s gift.

is

be removed from

it

man

that calls a

Now

79

to that state, condition, or

em

man

should not readily leave or desert
that calling or employment which God hath called him to,
For how do I know whether
or owned and blessed him in.

ployment.

God

own

will

a

me when

or bless

shall desert that calling,

I

wherein he hath appeared unto me. It is my duty to follow
God, and not to go before him ; as God hath distributed to
every man. As the Lord hath called every man, so let him
God doth distribute and carve out our callings for
walk.

me to a place or employ
It is
to walk therein.
thankfulness
I with

Has

us.

the Lord therefore called

ment, then am
not for the private soldier, saith Peter Martyr, to appoint his
own station ; but look where he is set by his commander,
there he

Has

to abide.

is

the

Lord

therefore set

me

in this

or that calling or employment, then am I to wait on God,
and abide in it, and not readily to be removed from it.

There
but

no

is

calling either of

God may be

employment or

served and enjoyed therein*

No

condition,
calling or

employment so mean, but a man may honourably

God

comfortablo enjoy

serve, and
Art thou called being a
the apostle, ; why ? For he that is

therein.

servant, care not, saith
called being a servant, is the Lord s free man, verse 22.
Likewise also, he that is called being free, is the Lord s ser

vant.

I

remember

years since,

I

that a

heard a preacher say some twenty-five
is never ashamed of his calling,

man

be never so mean, but a man is ashamed of his sin,
be never so great. If, says he, you call a man
he
although
tinker or cobler, yet he is not ashamed thereof, because it is
his calling ; but if you call a man drunkard, or adulterer, he

though

is

it

ashamed

thereof, because that is none of his calling.
serve God in his calling, though it

man may honourably

never so mean, and he may comfortably enjoy
calling although it be never so great.
4.

But

ling,
wil
ith

that

is

the reason

because I cannot serve

many temptations,

hinder
calling,

me

I

in his

I would lay down my
so well therein.
I meet

provocations, and impediments, which

in the service of

then

why
God

God

A
be

God

should be more

;

if I

free for

were free from this
God, and should be
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more free from those snares and provocations that I now
meet with. But for answer
Are you sure of that ? Luther tells us of a certain man
that was given to anger, and to avoid provocation, he would
go live alone, as an hermit; and going to the well with his
and he threw down his
pitcher, somewhat displeased him,
it in anger; which- when he had done,
broke
and
he
pitcher,
and reflecting on himself, and his own actions, he said, Well,
now I see it is not in my condition, but in my heart and self,
that doth cause anger and provocation ; therefore I will re
:

And when men speak at the rate
turn to my calling again.
of that objection, what do they do, but lay the fault of their
anger and provocation upon their condition, and excuse
themselves

?

But our Saviour

saith,

That that comes from

within, that denies a man, not that which comes from with
out.
It is not the condition, or the place, or the employ
that denies the man, but that that comes
ment, or
calling,

from within, that denies the man. Mr. Greenham * being
asked whether a man might avoid the doing of a thing whereunto he is called, because he feels corruption in himself,
he said, In avoiding society, you shall cover, but not cure
your infirmities; and though you depart from men, you
cannot go out of yourself; it is not the use of the creatures,
but the love of the creatures, that hinder from good. I
never look, said he, for a better estate than that wherein I
am; but I oft prepare for a worse. And I pray tell me,
beloved, was not Joshua, when Moses died, and he was to
lead the people into Canaan, a man of great employment ?
Yes even then/ 5 saith the Lord to him,
this book of the
&quot;

&quot;

law, shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt
5
tate therein
day and night/ Josh. i. 8. And was not

a

medi
David

man

of great employments ? Yet, says he, &quot;At evening,
morning, and at noonday will I pray, yea seven times a day ;
55
yea, I meditate on thy law all the day long.
Surely there
fore our hinderance to
good, doth not lie in our calling, place,
or employment; but it lies within ourselves. And therefore

why should we
5.

serve

made

But

God

lay

this is

down our

not

my

callings to

reason, I

be rid thereof.

know

for maintenance.

Now

I

that a

man may

but callings are
have enough to maintain

in the worst of honest callings,

* Greenham on
Calling.
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why may

not

I

now

lay

?

A

Because you are mistaken.
calling is not only to main
tain yourself and your family, but it is an ordinance of God
to preserve and keep you from idleness :
are

whereby you

not only to maintain yourself, but to help others, and therefore ye find that Paul saith, &quot;he wrought with his hands;&quot;
not only to maintain himself but others.
You know (says
&quot;

he) yea, yourselves know, that these hands have ministered
unto my necessities, and to them that were with me,&quot; Acts

He

xx. 34.

not only work occasionally to maintain
And if ye look into Eph. iv. 3 the

did

himself, but others also.

same church that he spake to in Acts xx., ye shall find that
he layeth his injunction on them and us: &quot;Let him that
stole steal no more, but rather let him labour,
working with
hands the thing that

is good, that he
may have to give to
verse 28.
Surely therefore a calling is
not only appointed to raise a maintenance for ourselves and

his

him

that

needeth,&quot;

:

though you can live, and have outward means
enough to maintain both you and others, yet you may not

therefore,

therefore leave or desert your calling ; it is that trust that
God hath committed to you, and you must make good your
trust.

But though

may

I

I

not leave

may

not leave

for a time, that

my

calling altogether, yet

on the week-day

I may go
and hear and enjoy the ordinances ?
Yes, surely, for man is not made for the calling, out the
Ye read of a converted woman
calling is made for man.
it

iv., that when she had a taste of Christ s preaching,
her pitcher or pail, and went and called others to
hear the same. And so, though you do not break your pail
or pitcher, yet you may leave your pail or pitcher for a time,

in

John

she

left

to tend on the

words of Christ.

Did not the Jews go up

three times a year to Jerusalem from their several habitations,
employments, and callings? Is it not said, &quot;That the con

Jews did continue daily with one accord in the tem
and breaking bread from house to house ?
Acts ii. 46.
Indeed God will have mercy and not sacrifice ; but though

verted

&quot;

ple,

may not

leave or lay down your callings readily, yet for
leave them, that you may attend on the ordi-

me you may
ices.

But though you may

VOL. v.

so leave your callings

G

for a
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God. And so I come
time, yet you must abide therein with
:
this
to the third general, which is
our duty, or the duty of every man
Thirdly, That it is
to abide therein,
his
to walk with God in
calling, not barely
For
therein.
God
thus,
with
walk
but to abide and
Adam had a calling, even
It was so from the beginning.
but therein he was to walk with
in the state of
innocency,

God.

And

if

a

man do not walk
God at all.

can he walk with

with

God

A man

is

in his calling,

how

not said to walk with

God because he prays in the morning or evening ; walking is
a constant thing.
Now it is the duty of every man to walk
with God ; and therefore it is his duty to walk with God in
his calling.

Thereby a man

men

of the world.

is

distinguished from the world and the
is not therefore one of another

A man

world, because he deserts his calling that he may give him
for then the monks, and nuns, and
self unto his devotions
anabaptists, should be men and women of another world ;
:

that doth use the world as
of another world,
but
if he used it not.&quot;
Christ himself was in the world,
of
the
not of the world.&quot; And if you would not be
world,

he

a

is

man

&quot;

&quot;

you must not go out of the world, but you must walk with
God in the world. Hereby you shall be distinguished from
the world, and men of the world. Now it is our duty so to
walk, as it may appear that we are not ctf this world. There
fore

it is

our duty to walk with

God in
God

to abide therein, but to walk with
This is that which will sweeten

our callings, not only
therein.*

and elevate your

raised or depressed as God
every thing
or absent from it.
Bethlehem was but a little
is

is

callings

present with

:

it

city, therefore

Thou Bethlehem, though
says the prophet Micah, chap. v. 2,
thou be little amongst the thousands of Judah
yet, Matt,
&quot;

;&quot;

ii., it

is said,

&quot;

And thou Bethlehem

Because Christ was born there.

art

not the

Look what

least.&quot;

Why

?

place, or town,

* At hodie summa habeter
aut
pietas, si quis domi relectis liberis et uxore
etiam grandaevis parentibus, vel
Hierosolymam adeat, vel in monasterium vide
quo impudentiae ventum est in ecclesiam Christi, iiec in pari proxsus dementia
;

decipiunt hodie et catebaptistae, relictis enim uxoribus liberis et familiis (tanquem
attoniti et fanatici homines
circumsitant, atque ita se pomariam regni Christi

propagularos dejerunt ; turn interim rem familiarem concoquent subvertantque,
totam et ecclesaam Christi miris modig obturbent.
Bullinger in 1 Tim, v. 8.
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self,

yet

it

is

is

where Christ

by him.

raised

83

though

is,

The more,

it

be

little in it

therefore, that

you

walk with God in your calling, the more your calling is sweet
ened and elevated. And yet further,
Every man is as he is in his calling ; a man hath no more
and though I
grace than he may or can use in his calling
have all parts and gifts, so as I can remove mountains, yet if
I be not gracious in
my calling, all is nothing, my parts and
;

but as sounding brass and as tinkling cymbal. My
ground whereon I am to plant all my gifts and
If
I
have
graces.
grace, it will appear in my calling ; if I be
it
will
wicked,
appear in my calling every man is as he is in
his calling.
Surely, therefore, it is not only our duty to abide,
but to abide and walk with God in our callings. And that is
gifts are

calling is that

:

the third general.
Now, by way of application, I might speak something in
reference to every branch of the doctrine.
If a good calling

be a great mercy, then

why

should not parents provide honest

callings for their child, and children be thankful to God and
their parents for such
provision ? And if it be our duty to
abide with God in our
callings, then why should not

every

man be contented with his condition, whatever it be, though
it be never so mean
And if it be our duty to walk with
God in our callings, then why should we not make it our
?

business, not to be rich
in our
callings.

by our callings, but
But you will say,

What

to walk with

God

man do that he may walk with
This is of daily concernment.
How
should we, therefore, so walk in our callings, that we may
walk with God in our callings ?
I answer
negatively and affirmatively.
Fourthly,

God

in his calling

should a

?

If you would walk with God in your calling,
must
not
be
you
ignorant of the way of your calling; for if
take
a
you
up calling, and are ignorant of the way and mys
The wisdom of
tery thereof, you may tempt God therein.
the wise (saith Solomon) is to direct his
his own parti
way,&quot;
cular way.
man
should
be
the
master
of his art.*
Every
a
man
a
into
and
both
of
condition
Possibly
may step
calling
employment before he knows the way and the manner of it.

Negatively.

&quot;

* Q.

II.

Qutenam requiruntur ad honestam vocationem honeste exercendum
Requiritur peritia.

2.

Attentio ad officia propria.

r,

3.

Sedula

?

dili-
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though the parties meet in the

as in marriage,

3.

flesh with

God

afterwards give them
that not only their
he
sheweth
to
live
grace
holily together,
is pardoned, but that now they are blessed.
corrupt meeting

out any sanctified means, yet

if

So, though a man enter into a calling without gifts at the first,
he doth not
yet if God afterwards furnish him with able gifts,

only shew his former sin, in running into that calling, is par
doned, but that he is blessed. But if a man be not the master
of his art, and gifted for his calling, then he leaves God therein,

and doth not walk with God.
If you would walk with God in your calling, you must not
be negligent in your place and calling. Diligence in our call
ings is commanded, commended and rewarded in Scripture.
It is commanded
Whatever is in the power of thy hand
&quot;

:

do

I do,

it

with

all

&quot;

thy might

;&quot;

Be not

slothful in business,

O

He
It is commended :
go to the pismire,
sluggard.&quot;
that is diligent in his business shall stand before princes.&quot;
And

rewarded
For the diligent hand maketh rich.&quot;
God doth command, commend, and reward diligence
&quot;

it is

Now

if

&quot;

:

in our calling, then
surely
negligent therein.

you cannot walk with God and be

you would walk with God

If

in

deal unjustly or
unrighteously in
&quot;

God

hath shewed thee,

prophet, Micah

O

your calling, you must not
your dealings with men.

man, what

is

saith

good,&quot;

the

And what

doth the Lord require of
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God ?
Plainly, then, a man cannot walk humbly
with God that doth not deal
justly and righteously with men
vi. 8.

in his calling.
If you would

&quot;

walk with

God

in

yeur

calling,

then you

must not be too

God

you

and your grace.

familiar with your calling.
a calling that it
may be a nurse to you,

hath given

Children sometimes are so fond of their nurse that they re
gard not their parents ; and if you be too fond of your calling,
Let him that
you will forget the God of your calling.
marrieth be as if he married not
the apostle), and he
&quot;

(says

You will go with
it
may keep your clothes clean,

that useth the world as if he used

an apron into your
shop that you
gentia.
et
7.

4.

Providentia in opportunitate

constantia in

difficultatibus

not.&quot;

commoda

superandis.
Religiosa sanctificutio omnium laborem.

6.

Ames

observanda.

5.

Fortitude

Moderatio appetitionis
Cas. consc.

lib. v.

lucri.

cap. 46.
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and hath not your soul as much need of an apron when you
are in your shop and your calling. If the ivy clings too close
so if your
unto the oak, it hindereth the growth of the oak
to
and
to
too
close
callings cling
you,
you
your callings, it will
The world may be well used
hinder your spiritual growth.
it is not evil to meddle with the world, but to
at a distance
with
it,
Would ye, therefore, walk with God in your
mingle
then
must
not be too familiar with the world and
place,
you
;

:

Thus negatively. Now
If
Affirmatively.
you would walk with God in your place
and calling, then you must observe what those snares and

the things thereof.

temptations are that are incident unto your calling, and take
heed thereof; such there are, for says the apostle, chap. vii.
He that is unmarried, careth for the things that belong to
23,
the Lord, how he may please the Lord ; but he that is mar
&quot;

ried careth for the things of the world,
his wife.&quot;
And this saith he, verse 35,

own

profit,

which

is

must

live

not that

I

may

how he may
&quot;

please

speak for your
cast a snare upon you, but for that
I

comely, and that you may attend upon the Lord
without destraction.&quot;
Plainly, then, there are snares and
that
are
incident
unto all, and the best conditions
temptations
and callings ; and if we would attend unto God without dis
tractions, we must observe what these snares and temptations
are, and take heed thereof.
If you would walk with God in
your calling, then you

by

walked with

faith

in
&quot;

God.&quot;

&quot;

your

And

callings.

the

life

For by

faith

Enoch

that I live in the flesh, I

by the faith of the Son of God.&quot; Thereby you shall be
This is
kept from covetous ness and love of the world.
our victory, whereby we overcome the world, even our faith.&quot;

live

&quot;

Thereby you shall be contented with your condition, what
ever it be ; thereby you shall be able to
leap over a wall, and
over all those difficulties that you meet with in
your callings ;
thereby you shall live sweetly and graciously in your calling,
and walk with God. Now if you would live
by faith in your
calling, then you must have an eye to God s commandment,
promise, and providence. You must go to your callings as
to God s ordinance; otherwise
you cannot look with both
eyes to God, but with one eye to the world, and with the
other to God.
But you see that he hath taught us, that you
look with one eye to heaven, and with the other
eye

fnot
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you will look to the heavens, both eyes
So if you will look to God, you must
will look to heaven.
God. The way, therefore, to look
to
with
look
both eyes
to the earth

;

but

if

with both eyes to God in your calling, is to go to your calling
as to God s ordinance ; and because faith and the promise are

and clasp, the one cannot be without the other.
Therefore you must observe those promises that are made to
your calling, and rest thereon. And because God doth some
as buckle

times guide us by his eye in the way of our callings, therefore
you must have an eye to providence ; and whatever you do

way of your calling, you must quietly leave the issue
and success to God. And thus shall you live by faith
in your calling, and so walk w ith God in
your place.
If you would walk with God in your calling, then what
ever you do therein, do all to the glory of God.
Whether
you eat or drink, (saith the apostle,) do all to the glory of
God.&quot;
If I work in my calling for mine own profit
only,
then I walk with myself therein ; but if I do all for God s
glory, not mine own profit, then I walk with God in my
in the

of

it

r

&quot;

calling.

If you would walk with God in
your particular calling,
then be sure that you so manage your calling, that
your
general calling may not be an hindrance, but an help unto
your particular ; and thus your particular calling may be no
hindrance, but an help to your general calling. Woe to that
calling

which eats up prayer.

callings are joined together

The

by God

particular and general
Those that God hath

&quot;

:

joined together, let no man put asunder.&quot;
Be sure, there
fore, that your general calling be an help to
your particular,

and your particular no hindrance to
Thus
your general.
shall you walk with God in
your calling. And,
If you would walk with God in
your calling, then be sure
that you turn as God
turns, sweetly complying with his dis
pensations in the way of your calling.
If two men walk
together, when one turns the other turns, and if one do not
turn as the other
turns, they cannot walk together; but if
one turns as the other turns, then
they walk together. So in
our walking with God, it
be
God
s
may
dispensations in my
calling are comfortable, then am I to
rejoice
Lord. It
be God turns and his

may

the

way of my

and to praise the

dispensation

calling

;

then

am

I to

is sad, in

humble myself before
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the Lord, and to comply with his dispensation ; which if you
do in your calling, then shall you walk with God therein.

Yet,
If you would walk with God in your calling, then you
must judge of things in your calling, as God judges, and
measure things by his bushel. We are very apt to measure
and judge of things in our callings, by the verdict of the
means and second causes if the means and second cause
if the means and
smile, then we smile, though God frown
if
second cause frown, then we frown, though God smile
:

;

:

the second cause be big, and promise a great mercy or blesing to us, then in the strength of the second cause, we proise it to ourselves, though God threatens the contrary ; if

means threaten a misery, then in the
we threaten ourselves with that misery,

e second cause or

strength thereof,

though God promise the contrary blessing. This is not to
walk with God in our callings. He that walks with God in
his place and calling, must judge and measure things accord
But,
ing unto God s verdict.
If you would walk with God in your place and calling,
then you must spiritualize your particular calling with hea
venly things, and the things of God ; not put all upon a
morning and an evening prayer^ but your particular calling
must be sprinkled with holy meditations and gracious
Thus it was with Abraham s servant when he
speeches.
went for Rebecca, he sprinkled his service with meditation,
And if ye look into Judges v. ye
prayer, and godly speech.
shall find that upon a glorious victory that God gave to his
people, it is said, ver. 11,
They that are delivered from the
noise of the archers, in the places of drawing of water, there
shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the Lord/
Not
&quot;

only at their church meetings, and in prayer or duty, but
while they are drawing of water. Thus our particular calling
to be sprinkled with heavenly things ; and if you do thus,
then shall you walk with God in your calling. And oh, that
tli ere were an heart in us
all, thus to walk with God in our

is

callings.

This

is

every

man

s

work, and every day

Now, therefore, that you may do it, give me leave
motive, to leave these few considerations with you.

s

work.

by way of

If you walk with God in
your particular calling, God will
walk with you in your general calling.
Is it not a great
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mercy to meet with God in your prayers and duties ; if you
go up to him in your particular callings, he will come down
to you in your general.
Then shall your calling be a blessing to you indeed, and
you shall have another, further and greater reward than the
Servants obey your masters in all
wealth of your calling.
not
with
eye-service as men pleasers, but in singleness
things,
&quot;

And whatever ye
of heart, fearing the Lord/ Col. iii. 22.
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men,&quot; ver. 23.
5

&quot;

that of the

Knowing

Lord ye

&quot;

shall receive the

reward of

It seems
the inheritance; for ye serve the Lord Christ.&quot;
then, by this scripture, that though a man be a servant, yet

therein he

may

serve the Lord, and walk with

God

;

and

if

not only have wages from his master, but
of the Lord he shall receive the reward of the inheritance.

he do

so,

he

shall

Now

he is best paid, which the Lord pays ; the Lord will not
only give him his outward wages, but an everlasting inherit
ance.
Oh, what a good thing it is to walk with God in our
callings.

Yea,

Thereby the knots and difficulties of your callings shall be
taken off, and your way made easy that God whom ye walk
with in your callings, will lift you over all the stiles that are
in your callings.
If a child walk with his father in the
;

fields,

over
will

when they come at a high stile, the father lifts him
So if you walk with God in your callings, then he

it.

lift

you over

all

the stiles and difficulties of your callings.

Yea,

Thereby you shall be kept from the sins and temptations
of your calling.
man s calling is like to a great log or
of
timber
in
a
piece
green field ; look upon the field, and
you see it all green and handsome, but take up the log or
timber that lies in the midst thereof, and there
you find

A

worms, and sows, and vermin that do breed under it. So look
upon a man s carriage, and generally it is very green, civil and
handsome ; but if ye look under his calling, you will find no
Now this walking with
thing but sows, worms, and vermin.
God in your calling, will keep you from the vermin of your
callings.

Yea,
shall

your way of godliness be convincing and
As God hath distributed to
winning.
every man, as the
Lord hath called every one, so let him walk and abide with

Thereby
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saith the apostle in this chapter.

what knowest thou,
husband;&quot;

or,

O

&quot;how

Why

so?

&quot;For

whether thou shall not save tliine
knowest thou, O man, whether thou
Like
Yea, says the apostle Peter,
wife,

shalt save thy wife
wise ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands, that
if any obey not the word, they also without the word, may
&quot;

?&quot;

be won by the conversation of the wives,&quot; 1 Peter iii. 1.
It is not therefore a morning or evening duty, though that
is good, that is so winning ; but a constant walking with

God

in our places

and

convincing and winning.

callings, is

Yea,

Thereby also you shall be fit to
The more a man runs

with ease.

die,

and leave

all

the world

world in

his heart into the

his calling, the harder it will be to die ; and the more a man
walketh with God in his calling, the fitter he will be to die,

and

to leave all the world with ease.

Now

therefore as

you

do desire, that you may be fit to die, that your ways of god
liness may be convincing and winning, that the knots and
difficulties of your callings may be taken off, that your cal
lings may be a blessing to you indeed, and that God may

meet and walk with you in your general calling, labour more
and more to abide and walk with God in your particular
calling ; which that you may do, labour to be master of your
art, be diligent in your place, deal not unjustly with men in
your calling, be not too familiar with your callings, but keep
your due distance from them ; observe what the temptations
and snares are, that are incident, and take heed thereof;
labour more to live by faith in

your calling;

let

not your

general eat up your particular, nor your particular

destroy

Whatever you do in your calling,
do all to
the glory of God,&quot; be sure that you turn as God turns,
give
when he gives, measure all things in your callings by his

your general.

bushel, and be sure that

&quot;

you always sprinkle your outward
employments with some heavenly refreshments. And thus
Let every one wherein he is called therein abide
brethren,
with God.&quot;
For it is the duty of every man to abide and
walk with God in his calling. And thus I have done with
us argument, How to walk with God in our
callings.
&quot;

