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hath an car, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
Lay it up in your hearts ; meditate upon it ; and be not as the
unclean beasts, that chew not the cud. But by earnest prayer, beg
that the dew of Heaven may fall on thy heart, that the seed may
spring up there.
More particularly, 1 Receive the testimony of the word of God,
concerning the misery of an unregenerate state, the sinfulness
thereof, and the absolute necessity of regeneration. 2. Receive
its testiinouy concerning God, what a holy and just One he is.
3. Examine thy ways by it ; namely, the thoughts of thy heart,
the expressions of thy lips, and the tenour of thy life. Look back
through the several periods of thy life ; and see thy sins from the
precepts of the word, and learn, from its threatening, what thou art
liable to on account of these sins. 4. By the help of the same
word of God, view the corruption of thy nature, as in a glass which
manifests our ugly face in a clear manner. Were these things
deeply rooted in the heart, they might be the seed of that fear
and sorrow, on acconnt of thy soul's state, which are necessary
to prepare and stir thee up to look after a Saviour. Fix your
thoughts upon him offered to thee in the Gospel, as fully suited
to thy case ; having, by his obedience unto death, perfectly satisfied
the justice of God, and brought in everlasting righteousness. This
may prove the seed of humiliation, desire, hope and faith; aud move
thee to stretch out the withered hand unto him, at his own command.
Let these things sink deeply into your hearts, and improve them
diligently. Remember, whatever you are, yon must be born again ;
else it had been better for you, that you had never been born.
Wherefore, if any of you shall live and die in an nuregenerate state,
you will be inexcusable, having been fairly warned of your danger.

TART II.
MYSTICAL UNION BETWEEN CHRIST AND BELIEVERS.

I
am the vine ye are the branches.— John xv. 5.

Having spoken of the change made by regeneration, on all those who
will inherit eternal life, in opposition to their natural real state, the
state of degeneracy; Iproceed to speak of the chango mado on
them, in their union with the Lord Jesus Christ, in opposition to
their natural relative state, the state of misery. The doctrine of
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the saints' union with Christ, is very plainly and fully insisted on,
from the beginning to the eighth verse of this chapter ; which is a
part of our Lord's farewell sermon to his disciples. Sorrow had now
filled their hearts ; they were apt to say, Alas ! what will become
of us, when our Master is taken from our head ? Who will then in¬
struct us? Who will solve our doubts? How shall we be supported
under our difficulties and discouragements? How shall we be able
to live without our wonted communication with him? Therefore our
Lord Jesus Christ seasonably teaches them the mystery of their
union with him, comparing himself to the vine, and them to the

branches.
He compares, 1. Himself to a vine. " Iam the vine." He bad
been celebrating, with his disciples, the sacrament of his supper,
that sign and seal of his people's union with him; and had told
them, " That he would drink no more of the fruit of the vine, till he
and now
should drink it new with them in his Father's kingdom
he shews himself to be the vine, from whence the wine of their con¬
solation should come. The vine has less beauty than many other
trees, but it is exceedingly fruitful ; fitly representing the low con¬
dition in which our Lord was in, bringing many sons to glory.
But that which is chiefly aimed at, in his comparing himself to
a vine, is to represent himself as the supporter and nourisher of his
people, in whom they live and bring forth fruit. 2. ne compares
them to branches ; ye are the branches of that vine. Ye are the
branches knit to, and growing on this stock, drawing all your life
and sap from it. It is a beautiful comparison ; as if he had said, 1
am as a vine, you are as the branches of that vine. Now there are
two sorts of branches : 1. Natural branches, which at first spring
out of the stock. These are the branches that are in the tree, and
were never out of it. 2. There are ingrafted branches, which are
branches cut off from the tree that first gave them life, and put into
another, to grow upon it. Thus branches come to be on a tree,
which originally were not on it. The branches mentioned in the
text, are of the latter sort; branches broken off, as the word in the
original language denotes, namely, from the tree that first gave
them life. None of the children of men are natural branches of the
second Adam, that is, Jesus Christ, the trne vine ; they are the na¬
tural branches of the first Adam, that degenerate vine: but the elect
are all of them, sooner or later, broken off from their natural stock,
and ingrafted into Christ, the true vine.
Doctrine. They who are in the state of grace, are ingrafted in,
and united to, the Lord Jesus Christ. They are taken out of their
natural stock, cut off from it ; and are now ingrafted into Christ, as
the new stock.
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Iu general, for understanding the union between the Lord Jesus
Christ and his elect, who believe in him, and on him, Iobserve,
1. It is a spiritual union. Man and wife, by their marriageunion, become 0110 flesh; Christ and true believers, by this union, be¬
come one spirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17. As one soul or spirit actuates both
the head and the members in the natural body, so the one Spirit of God
dwells in Christ and the Christian ; for, " if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his his," Rom. viii. 9. Earthly union
is made by contact ; so the stones in a building are united ; but this
is a union of another nature. Were it possible that we could eat
the flesh and drink the blood of Christ, in a corporeal and carnal
manner, it would profit nothing, John vi. G3. It was not Mary's
bearing him in her womb, hut her believing on him, that made her a
saint, L: ke xi. 27, 28, " A certain woman— said unto him, Blessed
is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked.
But he said, Yea, rather, blessed are they that hear the word of
God, and keep it."
2. It is a real union. Such is our weakness in our present state,
so much are we snnk in sin, that in our fancy, we are prone to form
an image of every thing proposed to us : and as to whatever is de¬
nied us, we are apt to suspect it to be only a fiction. But nothing
is more real than what is spiritual : as approaching nearest to the
nature of him who is the fountain of all reality, namely, God him¬
self. We do not see with our eyes the union between our own soul
and body ; neither can we represent it to ourselves truly, by im¬
agination, as we do sensible things : yet the reality of it is not to
be doubted. Faith is no fancy, but " the substance of things
hoped for," Ueb. xi. 1. Neither is the union thereby made between
Christ and believers imaginary, but most real : "For we are mem¬
bers of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones," Eph. v. 30.
2. It is a most close and intimate union. Believers, regenerate
persons, who believe in him, and rely on him, have put on Christ,
Gal. iii. 27. If that be not enough, he is in them, John xvii. 23,
formed in them as the child in the womb, Gal. iv. 19. lie is the
foundation, 1 Cor. iii. 11 ; they are the lively stones built upon him,
1 Pet. ii. 5. lie is the head and they tlie]body, Eph. i. 22, 23. Nay,
he liveth in them, as their very souls live in their bodies, Gal. ii.
20. And what is more than all this, they are one in the Father
and the Son, as the Father is in Christ, and Christ in the Father,
John xvii. 21, " That they all may be one; as thou Father art in
me, and Iin thee, that they also may be one in us."
4. Though it is not a mere legal union, yet it is a union sup¬
ported by law. Christ, as the surety, and Christians as the princi-

180

T1IE MYSTICAL UNION.

pal debtors, are one in the eye of the law. When the elect had
mankind, in debt to the justice of
God, Christ became surety for them, and paid the debt. When
they believe on him, they are united to him in a spiritual marriage
union ; which takes effect so far, that what he did and suffered for
them is reckoned in law, as if they had done and suffered it them¬
selves. Hence, they are said to be crucified with Christ, Gal.
ii. 20; buried with him, Col. ii. 12; yea, raised up together, namely,
with Christ, " and made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus," Eph. ii. 6. In which places, saints on earth, of whom the
apostle there speaks, cannot be said to be sitting, but in the way
of law reckoning.
5. It is an iudissolute union. Once in Christ, ever in him. Hav¬
ing taken up his habitation in the heart, he never removes. None
can untie this happy knot.— Who will dissolve this union ? Will
he himself ? No, he will not; we have his word for it; "I will
not turn away from them," Jer. xxxii. 40. But perhaps the sinner
will do this mischief to himself? No, he shall not; " they shall not
depart from me," saith their God. Can devils doit? No, unless
they be stronger than Christ and his Father too ; " Neither shall
any man pluck them ont of my hand," saith our Lord, John x. 28.
" And none is able to plock them out of my Father's hand," verse
30. But what say you of death, which parts husband and wife ;
yea, separates the soul from the body? Will not death do it?
No : the apostle, Rom. viii. 38, 39, is " persuaded that neither
death," terrible as it is, " nor life," desirable as it is ; " nor" devils,
those evil " angels, nor" the devil's persecuting agents, though they
be " principalities, nor powers" on earth ; " nor" evil " things pre¬
sent," already lying on us ; " nor" evil " things to come" on ns ;
" nor" the " height" of worldly felicity ; " nor depth" of worldly
misery ; " nor any other creature," good or evil, " shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is Christ Jesus onr Lord."
As death separated Christ's soul from his body, but could not se¬
parate either his soul or body from his divine nature ; so, though
the saints should bo separated from their nearest relations in the
world, and from all their earthly enjoyments ; yea, though their
souls should be separated from their bodies separated in a thousand
pieces, their " bones scattered, as one cutteth or cleaveth wood ;"
yet soul and body shall remain united to the Lord Christ; for even
in death, "they sleep in Jesus," 1 Thess. iv. 14; and "he keepeth
all their bones," Psalm xxxiv. 20. Union with Christ, is " the
grace wherein we stand," firm and stable, "as Mount Zion, which
cannot be removed."
run themselves, with the rest of
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6. It is a mysterious union. Tlio gospel is a doctrine of mys¬
teries. It discovers to us the substantial union of the three persons
the hypostain one Godhead, 1 John v. 7, " Those three are one
tical union, of the divino and human natures, in the person of the
Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Tim. iii. 10, " God was manifest in the llesh
and the mystical union, between Christ and believers; "This is a
great mystery" also, Eph. v. 32. 0 what mysteries are here! The
head in heaven, the members on earth, yet really united ! " Christ
in the believer, living in him. walking in him:" and "the believer
dwelling in God, putting on the Lord Jesus, eating his flesh, and
drinking his blood !" This makes the saints a mystery to the world ;
yea, a mystery to themselves.
Icome now more particularly to speak of this union with, and
ingrafting into, Jesus Christ.
I. Ishall consider the natural stock, which the branches are ta¬
ken out of.
II. The supernatural stock they are ingrafted into.
III. What branches are cut off1 the old stock, and put into the
new.

IY. How it is done. And,
V. The benefits flowing from this union and ingrafting.
I. Let us take a viow of the stock, which the branches are taken
out of. The two Adams, that is, Adam and Christ, are the two
stocks : for the Scripture speaks of these two, as if there had been
no more men in the world than they, 1 Cor. xv. 45, " The first man
Adam was made a living soul, the last Adam was made a quicken¬
verse 47, " The first man is of the earth earthy : the
ing spirit
second man is the Lord from heaven." And the reason is, there
never were any that were not branches of one of these two ; all men
being either in the one stock or in the other : for in these two sorts
all mankind stand divided, verse 48, " As is the earthy, such are
they also which are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, such are they
also that are heavenly." The first Adam then, is the natural stock:
on this stock are the branches found growing at first, which are
afterwards cut off, and ingrafted into Christ. As for the fallen an¬
gels, as they had no relation to the first Adam, so they liavo none
to the second.
There are four

things to be remembered here. (I.) That all man¬
kind, tlio man Christ excepted, are naturally brauches of the first
Adam, Rom. v. 12, " By one man sin ontered into the world, and
death by sin : and so death passed upon all men." (2.) The bond
which knit us unto the natural stock, was the covenant of works,
Adam, being our natural root, was made the moral root also, bear-
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ing all liis posterity, as representing them in the covenant of works.
For " by one man's disobedience many were made sinners," Horn. v.
19. It was necessary that there should be a peculiar relation be¬
tween that one man and the many, a3 a foundation for imputing
his sin to them. This relation did not arise from the mere natural
bond between him and ns, as a father to his children ; for so we are
related to onr immediate parents, whose sins are not thereupon im¬
puted to ns, as Adam's sin is, but it arose from a moral bond be¬
tween Adam and us : the bond of a covenant, which could be no
other than the covenant of works, wherein we are united to him, as
branches to a stock. Hence Jesus Christ, though a son of Adam,
Luke iii. 23— 38, was none of these branches ; for as he came not of
Adam, in virtue of the blessing of marriage, which was given before
the fall, Gen. i. 28, " Be fruitful, and multiply," &c. bnt in virtue
of a special promise made after the fall, Gen. iii. 15, " The seed of
the woman shall bruise the serpent's head," he could not be repre¬
sented by Adam in a covenant made before his fall. (3.) As it is
impossible for a branch to be in two stocks at once, so no man can
be at one and the same time, botli in the first aud second Adam.
(4.) Henco it evidently follows, that all who are not ingrafted in
Jesus Christ, are yet branches of the old stock ; and so partake of
the nature of the same. Now, as to the first Adam, our natural
stock, consider,
First, What a stock he was originally. He was a vine of the
Lord's planting, a choice vine, a noble vine, wholly good. Tiiere
was a consultation of the Trinity at the planting of this vine, Gen.
i. 26, "Let us make man in our image, after our own likeness."
There was no rottenness at the heart of it. There was sap and
juice enough in it to have nourished all the branches, to bring forth
fruit unto God. My meaning is, Adam was made able perfectly to
keep the commandments of God, which would have procured eternal
life to himself, and to all his posterity; for as all die by Adam's
disobedience, all would have had life by his obedience, if he had
stood. Consider,
Secondly, What that stock now is. Ah ! most unlike to what it
was when planted by the Author of all good. A blast from hell,
and a bite with the venomous teeth of the old serpent, have made it
a degenerate stock ; a dead stock ; nay, a killing stock.
1. It is a degenerate evil stock. Therefore the Lord God said
to Adam in that dismal day, " Where art thou ?" Gen. iii. 9. In
what condition art thou now ? " How art thou turned into the de¬
generate plant of a strange vine unto me !" Or, " Where wast
thou ?" Why not in the place of meetiug with me ? Why so long
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What means this fearful change; this hiding of thy¬
? Alas ! the stock is degenerate, quite spoiled, is
become altogether naught, and brings forth wild grapes. Converse
with the devil is preferred to communion with God. Satan is
believed ; and God, who is truth itself, disbelieved. He who was
the friend of God is now in conspiracy against him. Darkness is
come in the place of light ; ignorance prevails in the mind, where
divine knowledge shone ; the will, which was righteous and regular,
is now turned rebel against its Lord : and the whole man is in
dreadful disorder.
Before Igo farther, let me stop and observe, Here is a mirror both
for saints and sinners. Sinners, stand here and consider what you
are ; and saints, learn what you once were. Tou, sinners, are
branches of a degenerate stock. Fruit you may bear indeed ; but
now that your vine is the vino of Sodom, your grapes must of course
be grapes of gall, Deut. xxxii. 32. The Scripture speaks of two
sorts of fruit which grow on the branches of the natural stock ; and
it is plain that they are of the natnre of their degenerate stock.
(1.) The wild grapes of wickedness, Isa. v. 2. These grow in abun¬
dance, by influence from hell. See Gal. v. 19— 21. At its gates
are all manner of these fruits, both new and old. Storms come
from heaven to check them ; but still they grow. They are struck
at with the sword of the Spirit, the word of God ; conscience
gives them many a secret blow; yet they thrive. (2.) Fruit to
themselves, Hos. x. 1. What else are all the unrenewed man's acts
of obedience, his reformation, sober deportment, his prayers, and
good works ? They are all done chiefly for himself, not for the
glory of God. These fruits are like the apples of Sodom, fair to
look at, but full of ashes when handled and tried. You think you
have not only the leaves of a profession, but the fruits of a holy
practice too ; but if you be not broken off from the old stock,
and ingrafted in Christ Jesus, God accepts not, and regards not
your fruits.
Here Imost take occasion to tell you, there are five faults will
be found in heaven with your best fruits.— 1. Their bitterness; your
" clusters are bitter," Deut. xxxii. 32. There is a spirit of bitter¬
ness, wherewith some come before the Lord, in religions duties,
living in malice and envy; and which some professors entertain
against others, because they outshine them in holiness of life, or be¬
cause they are not of their opiuion. This, wherever it reigns, is a
fearful symptom of an uurcgenerate state. But Ido not so much
mean this, as that which is common to all the branches of the old
stock, namely, the leaves of hypocrisy, Luke xii. 1, which sours and
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imbitters every duty they perform. Wisdom, that is full of good
fruits, is without hypocrisy, James iii. 17- 2. Their ill savour.
Their works are abominable, for they themselves are corrupt, Psalm
siv. 1. They all savour of the old stock, not of the now. It is the
peculiar privilege of the saints, that they are unto God a sweet
savour of Christ, 2 Cor. ii. 15. The unregenerate man's fruits
savour not of love to Christ, nor of the blood of Christ, nor of
the incense of his intercession, and therefore will never be accepted
in heaveu. 3. Their unripeness. Their grape is au unripe grape,
Job xv. 33. There is no influence on them from the Sun of
righteousness to bring them to perfection. They have the shape
of fruit, but no more. The matter of duty is in them, but they
want right principles and ends : their works are not in God,
John iii. 21. Their prayers drop from their lips, before their
hearts are impregnated with the vital sap of the Spirit of suppli¬
cation : their tears fall from their eyes before their hearts arc truly
softened ; their feet turn to new paths, and their way is altered,
while their nature still is unchanged. 4. Their lightness. Being
weighed in the balances, they are found wanting, Dan. v. 27.
For evidence whereof you may observe that they do not humble
the soul, but lift it up in pride. The good fruits of holiness
bear down the branches they grow upon, making them to salute
the ground, 1 Cor. xv. 19, " Ilaboured more abundantly than
they all : yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me."
But the blasted fruits of unrenewed men's performances, hang
lightly on branches towering np to heaven, Judges xvii. 13, " Now
know I, that the Lord will do me good, seeing Ihave a Levite to
my priest." They look indeed too high for God to behold them :
" Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not ?" Isa.
lviii. 3. The more duties they do, and the better they seem to per¬
form them, the less are they humbled, and the more are they lifted
np. This disposition of the siDner is the exact reverse of what is to
bo found in the saint. To men, who neither are in Christ, nor are
solicitous to be found in him, their duties are like floating bladders,
wherewith they think to swim ashore to Immauuel's laud; but these
must needs break, and they consequently sink ; because they tako[not
Christ for the lifter up of their heads, Psalm iii. 3, 5. They are
not all manner of pleasant fruits, Cant. vii. 13. Christ, as a king,
must be served with variety. Where God makes the heart his gardon, he plants it as Solomon did his, with trees of all kinds of fruits
Eccl. ii. 5. Accordingly it brings forth the fruit of the Spirit in all
goodness, Epli. v. 9. But the ungodly are not so ; their obedience
is never universal; there is always some one thing or other excep-
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ted. In one word, tlieir fruits are fruits of an ill tree, that cannot
be accepted in heaven.
2. Our natural stock is a dead stock, according to the threaten¬
ing, Gen. ii. 17, " In the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
die." Our root is now rottenness, no wonder the blossom goes up
as dust. The stroke has gone to the heart, the sap is let out, and
the tree is withered. The curse of the first covenant, like a hot
thunderbolt from heaven, has lighted on it, and ruined it. It is
cursed now as that fig-tree, Matth. xxi. 19, " Let no fruit grow on
thee henceforward for ever." Now it is good for nothing, but to
cumber the ground, and furnish fuel for Tophet.
Let me enlarge a little here also. Every unrenewed man is a
branch of a dead stock. When thou seest, 0 sinner, a dead stock
of a tree, exhausted of all its sap, having branches on it in the same
condition, look on it as a lively representation of thy soul's state.
1. Where the stock is dead, the branches must needs be barren.
Alas ! the barrenness of many professors plainly discovers on what
slock they are growing. It is easy to pretend to faith, but " shew
me thy faith without thy works !" if thou canst, James ii. 18. 2. A
dead stock can convey no sap to the branches, to make them bring
forth fruit. The covenant of works was the bond of our union with
the natural stock; but now it is become weak through the flesh ; that
is, through the degeneracy and depravity of human nature, Rom.
viii. 3. It is strong enough to command, and to bind heavy burdens
on the shoulders of those who are not in Christ, but it affords no
strength to bear them. The sap, that was once in the root, is
now gone : the law, like a merciless creditor, apprehends Adam's
heirs, saying to each, " Pay what thou owest
when, alas ! his
effects are riotously spent. 3. All pains and cost are lost on the
tree, whose life is gone. In vain do men labour to get fruit on the
branches, when there is no sap in the root. The gardener's pains
are lost : ministers lose their labour on the branches of the old
stock, while they continue on it. Many sermons are preached to no
purpose; because there is no life to give sensation. Sleeping men
may be awakened; but the dead cannot be raised without a miracle;
even so the dead sinner must remain, if he be not restored to life
by a miracle of grace. The influences of heaven are lost on such a
tree: in vain doth the rain fall upon it; in vain is it laid open to
the winter cold and frosts. The Lord of the vineyard digs about
many a dead soul, but it is not bettered. " Bruise the fool in a
mortar, his folly will not depart." Though he meets with many
crosses, yet he retains his lusts : let him be laid on a sick bed, he
will lie there like a sick beast, groaning under his pain, but not
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mourning for, nor turning from, his sin. Let death itself stare him
in the face, he will presumptuously maintain his hope, as if he
would look the grim messenger out of countenance. Sometimes
there are common operations of the divine Spirit performed on him :
he is sent home with a trembling heart, and with arrows of convic¬
tion sticking in his soul : but at length he prevails against these
things, and becomes as secure as ever. Summer and winter are
alike to the branches on the dead stock. When others about them
are budding, blossoming, and bringing forth frnit, there is no change
on them : the dead stock has no growing time at all. Perhaps it
may be difficult to know, in the winter, what trees are dead, and
what are alive; but the spring plainly discovers it. There aro
some seasons wherein there is little life to bo perceived, even among
saints ; vet times of reviving come at length. But even when " the
vine flourisheth, and the pomegranates bud forth," when saving
grace is discovering itself by its lively actings wherever it is, the
branches on the old stock are still withered. "When the dry bones
are coming together, bone to bone amongst saints, the sinner's bones
are still lying about the grave's mouth. They are trees that cum¬
ber the ground, ready to be cut down; and will be cut down for the
fire, if God in mercy prevent it not by cutting theui off from that
stock, and ingrafting them into another.
3. Our natural stock is a killing stock. If the stock die, how
can the branches live ? If the sap be gone from the root and heart,
the branches must needs wither. " In Adam all die," 1 Cor. xv.
22. The root died in Paradise, and all the branches in it, and with
it. The root is poisoned, and from thence the branches are infected;
" death is in the pot ;" and all that taste of the pulse, or pottage,
are killed.
Know then, that every natural man is a branch of a killing stock.
Our natural root not only gives us no life, but it has a killing
power, reaching to all the branches thereof. There are four things
which the first Adam couveys to all his branches, and they are
abiding in, and lying on, such of them as are not ingrafted iu
Christ. 1. A corrupt nature. lie sinned, and his nature was
thereby corrupted and depraved; and this corruption is conveyed
to all his posterity. lie was infected, and the contagiou spread it¬
self over all his seed. 2. Guilt, that is, an obligation to punish¬
ment, Rom. v. 12, " By one man sin entered iuto the world, and
death by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned." The thrcatcnings of the law, as cords of death, are
twisted about the branches of the old stock, to draw them over the
hedge into the fire. And till they be cut off from this stock by
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tlie pruning-kuife, the sword of vengeance hangs over their heads,
to cut them down. 3. This killing stock transmits the curse into
the brandies. The stock, as the stock, (for Ispeak not of Adam in
his personal and private capacity,) being cursed, so are the branches,
Gal. iii. 10, " For as many as are of the works of tho law, are under
the curse." The cnrse affects the whole man, and all that belongs
to him, every thing he possesses ; and worketh three ways. 1. As
poison, infecting; thus their blessings are cursed, Mai. ii. 2. What¬
ever the man enjoys, it can do him no good, but evil, being thus
poisoned by the curse. His prosperity in the world destroys him,
Prov. i. 32. The ministry of the gospel is a savour of death unto
death to him, 2 Cor. ii. 16. His seeming attainments in religion
are cnrsed to him; his knowledge serves but to puff him up, and his
duties to keep him back from Christ. 2. It worketh as a moth, con¬
suming and wasting by little and little, Hos. v. 12, "Therefore
will I be nnto Ephraim as a moth." There is a worm at the
root, consuming them by degrees. Thus the curse pursued Saul,
till it wormed him out of all his enjoyments, and out of the
very shew he had of religion. Sometimes they decay like the
fat of lambs, and molt away as the show in the sunshine. 3.
It acts as a lion rampant, Hos. v. 14, " Iwill be unto Ephraim
as a lion." Tho Lord "rains on them snares, fire and brimstone,
and an horrible tempest," in such a manner, that they are hur¬
ried away with the stream. He tears their enjoyments from
them in his wrath, persues them with terrors, rends their souls
from their bodies, and throws the dead branch into the fire.
Thus the curse devours like fire, which none can quench. 4. This
killing stock transmits death to the branches upon it. Adam
took the poisonous cup, and drank it off: this occasioned death
to himself and us. Wo came into the world spiritually dead, there¬
by exposed to eternal death, and absolutely liablo to temporal
death. This root is to us like the Scythian river, which, they say,
brings forth little bladders every day, out of which come certain
small flies, that are bred in the morning, winged at noon, and dead
at night: a very lively emblem of our mortal state.
Xow, sirs, is it not absolutely necessary to be broken off from this
our natural stock ? What will our fair leaves of a profession, or
our fruits of duties, avail, if we be still branches of tho degenerate,
dead, and killing stock?— But, alas! of the many questions among
us, few are taken up about these, "Whether am 1 broken off from .
the old stock, or not? Am Iingrafted in Christ,-or not?"— Ah!
wherefore all this waste of time? Why is there so much noise
about religion among many, who can give no good account of their
.m 2
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having laid a good foundation, being mere strangers to experimental
religion ? Ifear, if God does not in mercy nudermino the religion
of many of us, and let us see that we have none at all, our root will
be found rottenness, and our blossom go up as dust, in a dying
hour. Therefore let us look to our state, that we be not found fools
in our latter cud.
II. Let us now view the supernatnral stock, into which the
branches cut off from the natural stock are ingrafted. Jesus Christ
is sometimes called " The Brauch," Zecli. iii. 8. So ho is in respect
of his human nature, being a branch, and the top branch, of the
house of David. Sometimes he is called a Root, Isa. xi. 10. "We
have both together, Rev. xxi. 16, "1 am the root and the offspring
David's root as God, and his offspring as man. The
of David
text tells us, that he is the vine, that is, he, as a Mediator, is the
vine stock, whereof believers are the branches. As the sap comes
from the earth into the root and stock, and from thence is diffused
into the branches ; so, by Christ as Mediator, divine life is con¬
voyed from the fountain, unto those who are united to him by faith,
John vi. 57, "As the living Father hath sent mc, and Ilive by the
Father ; so, he that eateth me, even he shall live by me." By
Christ as Mediator, not as God only, as some have asserted; nor
yet as man only, as the papists generally hold : but as Mediator,
God and man, Acts xx. 28, " The church of God, which he hath pur¬
chased with his own blood." Ileb. ix. 14, " Christ, who, through
the eternal Spirit, offered himself without spot to God." The di¬
vine and human natures have their distinct actings, yet a joint ope¬
ration, in his discharging the office of Mediator. This is illustrated
by the similitude of a fiery sword, which at once cuts and burns :
cutting it burns, and burning it cuts; the steel cuts, and the fire
burns. Wherefore Christ, God-man, is the stock, whereof believers
are the branches: and they are united to a whole Christ. They
aro united to him in his human nature, as being " members of his
body, of his llesh, and of his bones," Eph. v. 30. And they are
united to him in his divine nature ; for so the apostle speaks of this
union, Col. i. 27, " Christ in you, the hope of glory." Those who
are Christ's, have the Spirit of Christ, Rom. viii. 9; and by him
they are united to the Father, and to the Holy Ghost; 1 John iv.
15, " "Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God." Faith, the bond of this union,
receives a whole Christ, God-man, and so unites us to him as snch.
Behold here, 0 believers, your high privilege. You were once
branches of a degenerate stock, even as others: but yon are, by
grace, become branches of the true vine, John xv. 1. You are cut
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out of a dead and killing stock, and ingrafted in the last Adam,
who was made a quickening spirit, 1 Cor. xv. 45. Your" loss by the
first Adam is made up, with great advantage, l>y your union with
the second. Adam, at his best estate, was but a shrub, in compari¬
son with Christ the treo of life. lie was but a servant; Christ is

the Son, the Ileir, and Lord of all things, " the Lord from heaven."
It cannot bo denied, that grace was shown in the first covenant: but
it is as far exceeded by the grace of the second covenant, as the twi¬
light is by the light of the mid-day.
III. AVhat branches are taken out of the natural stock, and
grafted into this vine ? Answer. Those are the elect, and none
other. They, and they only, are grafted into Christ; and conse¬
quently none but they are cut off from the killing stock. For them
alone ho intercedes, " That they may be one in him and his Father,"
John xvii. 9— 23. Faith, the bond of this union, is given to none
else; it is the faith of God's elect, Tit. i. 1. The Lord passes by
many branches growing on the natural stock, and cuts off' only here
one, and there oue, and grafts them into the true vine, according
as free love hath determined. Often does he pitch upon the most
unlikely branch, leaving the top boughs ; passing by the mighty
and the noble, and calling the weak, base, and despised, 1 Cor. i.
26, 27. Yea, he often leaves the fair and smooth, and takes the
rugged and knotty ; " and such were some of you, but ye arc
washed," &c. 1 Cor. vi. 11. If we inquire why so ? "We find no
other reason but because they were chosen in him, Eph. i. 4 ;
" predestinated to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ," ver. 5.
Thus are they gathered together in Christ, while the rest are left
growing on their natural stock, to be afterwards bound up in bun¬
dles for the fire. Therefore, to whomsoever the Gospel may come
in vain, it will have a blessed effect on God's elect, Acts xiii. 48, " as
many as were ordained to eternal life, believed." "Where the Lord
has much people, the gospel will have much success, sooner or
later. Such as are to be saved, will be added to the mystical body
of Christ.
IV. Iam now to shew how the branches are cut off from the na¬
tural stock, the first Adam, and grafted into the true vine, the Lord
Jesus Christ. Thanks to the Husbandman, not to the branch, that
is cut oft' from its natural stock, and grafted into a uew one. The
sinner, iu his coming off from the first stock, is passive, and neither
can nor will come off from it of his own accord, but clings to it, till
almighty power makes him to fall off, John vi. 44, " No man can
come unto me, except the Father, which hath sent ine, draw him."
And chap. v. 40, "Ye will not come to me, that ye might havo
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life." The ingrafted branches are " God's husbandry," 1 Cor. iii. 9,
" The planting of the Lord," Isa. lxi. 3.— The ordinary means he
makes use of, in this work, is the ministry of the word, 1 Cor. iii. 9,
" We are labourers together with God." But the efficacy thereof is
wholly from him, whatever the minister's parts or piety be, ver. 7,
" Neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth ;
but God that giveth the increase." The apostles preached to the
Jews, yet the body of that people remained in infidelity, Rom. x. 16,
" Who hath believed our report?" Yea, Christ himself, who spoke
as never man spoke, says concerning the success of his own minis¬
try, "I have laboured in vain, Ihave spent my strength for nought,"
Isa. xlix. 4. The branches may be hacked by the preaching of the
word ; but the stroke will never go through, till it is carried home
by the omnipotent arm. However, God's ordinary way is, " by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe," 1 Cor. i. 21.
The cutting of the branch from the natural stock, is performed by
the pruning knife of the law, in the hand of the Spirit of God, Gal.
ii. 19, " For I, through the law, am dead to the law." It is by the
bond of the covenant of works, as Isaid before, that we are knit to
our natural stock : therefore, as a wife, unwilling to bo put away,
pleads and hangs by the marriage tie ; so do men by the covenant
of works. They hold by it, like the man who held the ship with his
hands; and when one hand was cut off, held it with the other; aud
when both were cut oil', held it with his teeth. This will appear from
a distinct view of the Lord's works on men, in bringing them off
from the old stock ; which Ioffer in the following particulars :—
1. When the Spirit of the Lord comes to deal with a person, to
bring him to Christ, he finds him in Laodicea's case, in a sound sleep
of security, dreaming of heaven and the favour of God, though full
of sin against the Holy One of Israel, Rev. iii. 17, " Thon knowest
not that thon art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked." Therefore he darts in some beams of light into the dark
soul; and lets the man see that he is a lost man, if ho turn not ov«.r
a new leaf, and betake himself to a new course of life. Thus, by
the Spirit of the Lord acting as a spirit of bondage, there is a crimi¬
nal court erected in the man's breast ; where he is arraigned,
accused, and condemned for breaking the law of God, " convicted of
sin and judgment," John xvi. 8. And now he can no longer sleep
securely in his former course of life. This is the first stroke which
the branch gets, in order to cutting off.
2. Hereupon the man forsakes his former' profane courses, his
lying, swearing, Sabbath-breaking, stealing, and such like practices ;
though they be dear to him as right eyes, be will rather quit them
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than ruin his soul. Tlio ship is likely to sink, and therefore ho
throws his goods overboard, that he himself may not perish. Now
ho begins to bless himself in his heart, and looks joyfully on his evi¬
dences for heaven ; thinking himself a better servant to God than
many others, Luke xviii. 11, " God, I thank thee, Iam not as other
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers," &c. But he soon gets
another stroke with the axe of the law, shewing him that it is only
he that doeth what is written in the law, that can be saved by it ;
and that his negative holiness is too scanty a covering from the
storm of God's wrath. Thus, although his sins of commission only
were heavy on him before, his sins of omission now crowd into his
thoughts, attended with a train of law curses and vengeance. And
each of the ton commandments discharges thunder-claps of wrath
against him for his omission of required duties.
3. Upon this he turns to a positively holy course of life, lie not
only is not profane, but he performs religious duties: lie prays, seeks
the knowledge of the principles of religion, strictly observes the
Lord's day, and, like Herod, does many things, and hears sermons
gladly. In one word, there is a great conformity, in his outward
conversation, to tlio letter of both tables of the law. There is a
mighty change in the man, which his neighbours cannot miss taking
notice of. nonce lie is cheerfully admitted by the godly into their
society, as a praying person ; and can confer with them about reli¬
gious matters, yea, and about soul exercise, which some are not ac¬
quainted with ; and their good opinion of him confirms his good
opinion of himself. This step in religion is fatal to many, who never
get beyond it. But here the Lord gives the elect branch a farther
stroke. Conscience flies in the man's face, for some wrong step3 in his
conversation, the neglect of some duty, or commission of some sin,
which is a blot in his conversation; and then the flaming sword of the
law appears again over his head, and the curse rings in his ears,
for that he " continueth not in all things written in the law, to do
them," Gal. iii. 10.
4. On this account, he is obliged to seek another remedy for his
disease. He goes to God, confesses his sin, seeks the pardon of it,
promising to watch against it for the time to come ; and so finds
ease, and thinks he may very well tako it, seeing the scripture saith,
" If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins," 1 John i. 9; not considering that he grasps at a privilege,
which is theirs only who are grafted into Christ, and under the
covenant of grace, and which tlio branches yet growing on the old
stock cannot plead.— And here sometimes there aro formal and ex¬
press vows made against such and such sins, and binding to such and
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such duties. Thus many go on all their days, knowing no other reli¬
gion, than to perform duties, and to confess, and pray for pardon of
that wherein they fail, promising themselves eternal happiness, though
they are utter strangers to Christ. Here many elect ones have
been cast down wounded, and many reprobrates have been slain,
while the wounds of neither of them have been deep enough to cut
them off from their natural stock. But tho Spirit of the Lord gives
yet a deeper stroke to the branch which is to be cut off, shewing
him, that, as yet, he is but an outside saint, and discovering to him
the filthy lusts lodged in his heart, which he took no notice of be¬
fore, Rom. vii. 9, " When the commandment came, sin revived, and
Idied." Then ho sees his heart to be full of sinful lusts, covetousness, pride, malice, filthiness and the like. Now, as soon as the
door of the chambers of his imagery is thus opened to him, and he
sees what they do there in the dark, his outside religion is blown
up as insufficient; and he learns a new lesson in religion, namely,
"That he is not a Jew, who is one outwardly," Rom. ii. 28.
5. Upon this he goes farther, even to inside religion ; sets to work
more vigorously than ever, mourns over the evils of his heart, and
strives to bear down the weeds which he finds growing in that ne¬
glected garden. He labours to curb his pride and passion, and to
banish speculative impurities ; prays more fervently, hears atten¬
tively, and strives to get his heart affected in every religious duty
he performs; and thus he comes to think himself, not only an out¬
side, but an inside Christian.— Wonder not at this, for there is no¬
thing in it beyond the power of nature, or what one may attain to
under a vigorous influence of the covenant of works ; therefore ano¬
ther yet deeper stroke is given. Tho law charges home on the man's
conscience, that he was a transgressor from the womb; that ho came
into the world a guilty creature ; and that in the time of his ig¬
norance, and even since his eyes were opened, he has been guilty
of many actual sins, either altogether overlooked by him or not suf¬
ficiently mourned over, for spiritual sores, not healed by the blood
of Christ, but skinned over some other way, so as to be easily ir¬
ritated, and soon to break out again ; therefore the law takes him
by the throat, saying, " Pay what thou owest."
6. Then the sinner says in his heart, " Have patience with me, and
Iwill pay thee all;" and so falls to work to pacify an offended God,
and to atone for those sins. He renews his repentance, such as it
is; bears patiently the afflictions laid upon him; yea, he afflicts
himself, denies himself the use of his lawful comforts, sighs deeply
mourns bitterly, cries with tears for a pardon, till he has wrought
up his heart to a conceit of having obtained it : having thus doue
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peuauce for what is past, he resolves to be a good servant to God, and
to hold on in outward and inward obedience, for the time to come.
— But the stroke must go nearer the heart yet, ere the branch falls of!'.
The Lord discovers to him, in the glass of the law, how he siunetli
in all ho does, even when ho does the best ho can ; and thereforo
the dreadful sound returns to his ears, Gal. iii. 10, "Cursed is every
one that continueth not in all things," &c. " When ye fasted and
mourned," saith the Lord, " did ye at all fast unto me, even to me ?"
Will muddy water make clean clothes ? Will yon satisfy for one
sin with another? Did not your thoughts wander in such a duty?
Were not your affections flat in another ? Did not your heart give
a sinful look to such an idol ? And did it not rise in a fit of im¬
patience under such an affliction ? " Should Iaccept this of your
hands? Cursed be the deceiver, which sacrificeth to the Lord a cor¬
rupt thing," Mai. i. 13, 14. And thus he becomes so far broken
off, that he sees he is not able to satisfy the demands of the law.
7. Hence, like a broken man, who fiuds he is not able to pay all
his debt, he goes about to compound with his creditor. And, being
in pursuit of ease and comfort, he does what he can to fulfil the law ;
and wherein he fails, he trusts that God will accept the will for the
deed. Thus doing his duty, and hrang a will to do better, he
cheats himself into persuasion of Lie goodness of his state: and
hereby thousands are ruined. But the elect get another stroke,
which loosens their hold in this case. The doctrine of the law is
borne in on their consciences, demonstrating to them, that exact
and perfect obedience is required by it, under pain of the curse;
and that it is doing, and not wishing to do, which will avail. Wish¬
ing to do bettor will not answer the law's demands ; and therefore
the curse sounds again, " Cursed is every one that continueth not—
that is, actually to do them. In vain is wishing then.
to do them
3. Being broken off from all hopes of compounding with the law,
ho falls to borrowing. He sees that all he can do to obey the law,
and all his desires to be and to do better, will not save his soul :
therefore he goes to Christ, entreating, that his righteousness may
make up what is wanting in his own, and cover all the defects of his
doiugs and sufferings ; that so God, for Christ's sake, may accept
them, and thereupon bo recoucilod. Thus doing what he can to
fulfil the law, and looking to Christ to make up all his defects, he
comes at length to sleep securely again. Many persons are ruined
this way. This was the error of the Galatians, which Paul, in his
epistle to them, disputes against. But the Spirit of God breaks off
the sinner from this hold also, by bringing home to his conscience
that great truth, Gal. iii. 12, " The law is not of faith, but the man
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that doeth tlieiu shall live in them." There is 110 mixing of the law
and faith in this business; the sinner must hold by oue of them,
and let the other go. The way of the law, and the way of faith,
are so far different, that it is not possible for a sinner to walk in the
one, unless he comes off from the other: and if he be for doing, he
must do all alone ; Christ will not do a part for him, if he do not
all. A garment pieced np of sundry sorts of righteousness, is not a
garment meet for the court of heaven. Thus the man is like one in
a dream, who thought he was eating, but being awakened by a
stroke, behold his soul is faint ; his heart sinks in him like a stone,
while he finds that he can neither bear his burden himself alone, nor
can he get help under it.
9. What can he do who must needs pay, and yet has not enough
of his own to bring him out of debt ; nor can borrow so much, and
is ashamed to beg?— What can such a one do, Isay, but sell him¬
self, as the man under the law, that was, become poor? Lev. xxv.
47. Therefore the sinner, beat off from so many holds, attempts to
make a bargain with Christ, and to sell himself to the Son of God, if
Imay so speak, solemnly promising and vowing, that he will be a
servant to Christ, as long as he lives, if he will save his soul. And
here, the sinner often makes a personal covenant with Christ, re¬
signing himself to him on these terms ; yea, and takes the sacra¬
ment, to make the bargain sure. Hereupon the man's great care is,
how to obey Christ, keep his commandments, and so fulfil his bar¬
gain. In this the soul finds a false, unsound peace, for awhile ; till
the Spirit of the Lord gives another stroke, to cut off the man from
this refuge of lies likewise. And that happens in this manner:
when he fails of the duties he engaged to perform, and falls again
into the sin he covenanted against, it is powerfully carried home on
his conscience, that his covenant is broken ; so all his comfort goes,
and terrors afresh seize on his soul, as one that has broken cove¬
nant with Christ. Commonly the man to help himself, renews his
covenant, but breaks it again as before. And how is it possible it
should be otherwise, seeing he is still upon the old stock ? Thus
the work of many, all their days, as to their souls, is nothing but a
making and breaking such covenants, over and over again.
Objection. Some perhaps will say, " Who liveth, and sinneth not ?
Who is there that faileth not of the duties he has engaged to? If
you reject this way as unsound, who then can be saved?" Answer.
True believers will be saved, namely, all who do by faith take hold
of God's covenant. But this kind of covenant is men's own cove¬
nant, devised of their own heart; not God's covenant, revealed in
the gospel of his grace : and the making of it is nothing else but
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the making of a covenant of works with Christ, confounding the law
and the Gospel ; a covenant he will never subscribo to, though we
should sign it with our heart's blood. Rom. iv. 14, 16, "For if
they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the pro¬
mise made of none effect.—Therefore it is of faith, that it might he
by grace, to the end the promise might be sure to ail the seed."
Chap. xi. 6, " And if by grace, then is it no more of works, other¬
wise grace is no more grace. Rut if it be of works, then is it no
more grace, otherwise work is no more work." God's covenant is
everlasting ; once in and never out of it again ; and the mercies of
it aro sure mercies, Isa. lv. 3. But that covenant of yours is a
tottering covenant, never sure, but broken every day. It is a mere
servilo covenant, giving Christ Service for salvation ; but God's
covenant is a filial covenant, in which the sinner takes Christ, and
his salvation freely offered, and so becomes a son, John i. 12, " But
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons
of God and being become a son, he serves his Father, not that the
inheritance may become his, but because it is his, through Jesus
Christ. See Gal. iv. 24, and onward. To enter into that false
covenant, is to buy from Christ with money ; but to take hold of
God's covenant, is to buy of him without money and without price,
Isa. Iv. 1, that is to say, to beg of him. In that covenant men work
for life ; in God's covenant they come to Christ for life, and work
from life. When a person under that covenant fails in his duty, all
is gone ; the covenant must be made over again. But under God's
covenant, although the man fail in his duty, and for his failure falls
under the discipline of the covenant, and lies under the weight of
it, till such time as ho has recourse anew to the blood of Christ for
pardon, and renew his repentance; yet all that ho trusted to, for life
and salvation, namely, the righteousness of Christ, still stands
entire, and the covenant remains firm. See Rom. vii. 24, 25; and
chap. viii. 1.
Now, though some men spend their lives in making and breaking
such covenants of their own, the terror on the breaking of them be
coming weaker and weaker, by degrees, till at last it creates them
little or no uneasiness; yet the man, in whom the good work is car¬
ried on, till it be accomplished in cutting him off from the old stock,
finds these covenants to be as rotten cords, broken at every touch ;
and the terror of God being thereupon redoubled on his spirit and,
the waters at every turn getting in unto his very soul, he is obliged
to cease from catching hold of such covenants and to seek help some
other way.
10. Therefore the man comes at length to beg at Christ's door for
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mercy ; but yet be is a proud beggar, standing on bis personal worth.
For, as the papists have Mediators to plead for them, with the one
only Mediator, so the branches of the old stock have always some¬
thing to produce, which they think may commend them to Christ,
and engage him to take their cause in hand. They cannot think of
coming to the spiritual market, without money in their hand. They
are like persons who have once had an estate of their own, but are
reduced to extreme poverty, and forced to beg. When they come
to beg, they still remember their former character; and though they
have lost their substance : yet they retain much of their former spi¬
rit : therefore they cannot think that they ought to be treated as
ordinary beggars, but deserve a particular regard ; and, if that be
not given them, their spirits rise against him to whom they address
themselves for a supply. Thus God gives the unhumbled sinner
many common mercies, and shuts him not np in the pit according to
his deserving ; but all this is nothing in his eyes. He must be set
down at tlio children's table, otherwise be reckons himself hardlydealt with, and wronged: for he is not yet brought so low, as to
think God may be justified when he speaks against him, and clear
from all iniquity, when he judgeth him according to his real de¬
merit, Psalm li. 4. He thinks, perhaps, that, even before he was
enlightened, he was better than many others ; he considers his re¬
formation of life, his repentance, the grief and tears which his sin
has cost him, his earnest desires after Christ, his prayers and wrest¬
lings for mercy ; and uses all these now as bribes for mercy, laying
no small weight upon them in his addresses to the throne of grace.
But here the Spirit of the Lord shoots his arrows quickly into the
man's heart, whereby his confidence in these things is sunk and des¬
troyed ; and, instead of thinking himself better than many, he is
made to see himself worse than any. The faults in his reformation
of life are discovered; his repentance appears to him no better than
the repentance of Judas; his tears like Esan's, and his desires after
Christ to be selfish and loathsome, like those who sought Christ be¬
cause of the loaves, John vi. 26. His answer from God seems now
to be, Away, proud beggar, " How shall Iput thee among the chil¬
dren ?" ne seems to look sternly on him, for his slighting of Jesus
Christ by unbelief, which is a sin he scarcely discerned before. But
now at length he beholds it in its crimson colours, and is pierced to
the heart, as with a thousand darts, while ho sees how he has been
going on blindly, sinning against the remedy of sin, and, in the
whole course of his life, trampling on the blood of the Son of God.
And now he is, in his own eyes, the miserable object of law ven¬
geance, yea, and gospel vengeance too.
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11. The man being thus far humbled, will no more plead, " he is
worthy for whom Christ should do this thing but, on the contrary,
looks on himself as unworthy of Christ, and unworthy of the favour
of God. We may compare him, in this case, to the young man who
followed Christ, having a linen cloth cast about his naked body ;
who, when the young men laid hold of him, left the linen cloth, aiid
fled from them naked," Mark xiv. 51, 52. Even so the man had
been following Christ, in the thin and cold garment of his own per¬
sonal worthiness : but by it, even by it, which he so much trusted
to, the law catches hold of him, to make him prisoner ; and then he
is fain to leave it, and flees away naked— yet not to Christ, but
from him. If you now tell him he is welcome to Christ, if he will
come to him; he is apt to say, Can such a vile and unworthy wretch
as I, be welcome to the holy Jesus ? If a plaster be applied to his
wounded soul, it will not stick. He says, " depart from ine, for I
am a sinful man, 0 Lord," Luke v. 8. No man needs speak to him
of his repentance, for his comfort ; he can quickly espy such faults
in it as makes it naught : nor of his tears ; for he is assured they
have never come into the Lord's bottle. He disputes himself away
from Christ; and concludes, now that he has been such a slighter of
Christ, and is such an unholy and vile creature, that he cannot, lie
will not, he ought not to como to Christ; and that he must either
be in better case, or else he will never believe. Hence he now
makes the strongest efforts to amend what was amiss in his way
before : he prays more earnestly than ever, mourns more bitter¬
ly, strives against sin in heart and life more vigorously, and
watches more diligently, if by any means lie may at length be
fit to come to Christ. One would think the man is well hum¬
bled now : but, ah ! deep pride lurks under the veil of this
seeming humility ; like a kindly branch of the old stock, he ad¬
heres still, and will not submit to the righteousness of God, Ilom.
x. 3. He will not come to the market of free grace, without money.
fle is bidden to the marriage of the King's Son, where the bride¬
groom himself furnishes all the guests with wedding garments,
stripping tlieni of their own : but he will not come, because he wants
a wedding garment ; although he is very busy in making one ready.
This is sad work ; and therefore he must have a deeper stroke yet,
else he is ruined. This stroke is given him with the axe of the law,
in its irritating power. Thus the law, girding the soul with cords of
death, and holding it in with the rigorous commands of obedience,
under tho pain of the curse; aud God, in his holy and wise conduct,
withdrawing his restraining grace, corruption is irritated, lusts be¬
come violent ; and the more they are striven against tho more they

;
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rage, like a furious Iiorse checked with the bit. Then corruptions
set up their heads, which he never saw in himself before. Here ofttimes, atheism, blashpemy, and, in one word, horrible things concern¬
ing God, terrible thoughts concerning the faith, arise in his breast ;
so that his heart is a very hell within him. Thus, while he is sweep¬
ing the house of his heart, not yet watered with gospel grace, those
corruptions which lay quiet before, in neglected corners, fly up and
down in it like dust. He is as one who is mending the bank of a
river, and while he is repairing breaches in it, and strengthening '
every part of it, a mighty flood comes down, and overturns his
works, and drives all away before it, both that which was newly
laid, and what was laid before. Read Rom. vii. 8— 13. This is a
stroke which goes to the heart : and by it, his hope of making him¬
self more fit to come to Christ, is cut off.
12. Now the time is come, when the man, between hope and
despair, resolves to go to Christ as he is; and therefore, like a dying
man, stretching himself just before his breath goes out, ho rallies
the broken forces of his soul, tries to believe, and in some sort lays
hold on Jesus Christ. And now the branch hangs on the old stock
by one single tack of a natural faith, produced by the natural
vigour of one's own spirit, under a most pressing necessity, Psalm
lxxviii. 34, 35, " When lie slew them, then they sought him, and
they returned aud inquired early after God. And they remembered
that God was their rock, and the high God their Redeemer." Hos.
viii. 2, "Israel shall cry unto me, My God, we know thee." But
the Lord, never failing to perfect his work, fetches yet another
stroke, whereby the branch falls quite off. The Spirit of God con¬
vincingly discovers to the sinner his utter inability to do any thing
that is good, and so he dieth, Rom. vii. 9. That voice powerfully
strikes through his soul, " How can ye believe ?" John v. 44. Thou
canst no more believe, than thou canst reach up thine hand to hea¬
ven, and bring Christ down from thence. Thus at length he sees,
that he cau neither help himself by working, nor by believing ; and
having no more to hang by on the old stock, he therefore falls off.
While he is distressed thus, seeing himself likely to be swept away
with the flood of God's wrath, and yet unable so much as to stretch
forth a hand to lay hold of a twig of the tree of life, growing on
the bank of the river, he is takeu up, and ingrafted in the true
vine, the Lord Jesus Christ giving him the Spirit of faith.
By what has been said upon this head, Idesign not to rack or
distress tender consciences; for though there are but few such at
this day, yet God forbid that Ishould offend any of Christ's little
ones. But, alas ! a dead sleep is fallen upon this generation, they
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will not bo awakened, let ns go ever so near to tlie quick : therefore
Ifear that there is# another sort of awakening abiding this sermonproof generation, which shall make the ears of them that hear it
tingle. However, Iwould not have this to be looked upon as the
sovereign God's stinted method of breaking off sinners from the old
stock. But this Imaintain as a certain truth, that all who are in
Christ have been broken off from all these several confidences ; and
that they who were never broken oft' from them, are yet in their
natural stock. Nevertheless, if the house be pulled down, and the
old foundation razed, it is much the same whether it was taken
down stone by stone, or whether it was undermined, and all fell
down together.
Now it is that the branch is ingrafted in Jesus Christ. And as
the law, in the hand of the Spirit of God, was the instrument to cut
off the branch from the natural stock ; so the Gospel, in the hand
of the same Spirit, is the instrument used for ingrafting it into the
supernatural stock, 1 John i. 3. "That which we have seen and
heard, declare we unto yon, that ye also may have fellowship with
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ." See Isaiah Isi. 1— 3. The Gospel is the silver cord
let down from heaven, to draw perishing sinners to land. And
though the preaching of the law prepares the way of the Lord ; yet
it is in the word of the Gospel that Christ and a sinner meet. Now,
as in the natural grafting, the branch being taken up is put into
the stock, and being put into it, becomes one with it, so that they
are united ; even so in the spiritual ingrafting, Christ apprehends
the sinner, and the sinner, being apprehended of Christ, apprehends
him, and so they become one, Phil. iii. 12.
First, Christ apprehends the sinner by his Spirit, and draws him
to himself, 1 Cor. xii. 13, " For by one Spirit we are all baptized
into one body." The same Spirit which is in the Mediator himself,
he communicates to his elect in due time, never to depart from
them, but to abide in them as a principle of life. The soul is
now in the hands of the Lord of life, and possessed by the Spirit of
life ; how can it then but live ? The man gets a ravishing sight of
Christ's excellence in the glass of the gospel : he sees him a full,
suitable, and willing Saviour; and gets a heart to take him for and
instead of all. The Spirit of faith furnishes him feet to come to
Christ, and hands to receive him. What by nature he could not do,
by grace he can, the Holy Spirit working in him the work of faitli
with power.
Secondly, The sinner, thus apprehended, apprehends Christ by
faith, and is one with the blessed stock, Eph. iii. 17, " That Christ
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may dwell in your hearts by faith." The soul that before tried
many ways of escape, but all in vain, now looks with the eye of
faith, which proves the healing look. As Aaron's rod, laid up
in the tabernacle, budded, and brought forth buds, Numb. xvii. 8 ;
so the dead breach, apprehended by the Lord of life, put into, and
bound up with the glorious quickening stock, by the Spirit of life
buds forth in actual believing on Jesus Christ, whereby this union
is completed. " We, having the same Spirit of faith— believe,"
2 Cor. iv. 13. Thus the stock and the graft are united, Christ and
the Christian are married, faith being the soul's consent to the
spiritual marriage covenant, which as it is proposed in the gospel to
mankind-sinners indefinitely, so it is demonstrated, attested, and
brought home to the man in particular, by the Holy Spirit : and so
he, being joined to the Lord, is one Spirit with him. Hereby a be¬
liever lives in and for Christ, and Christ lives in and for the be¬
liever, Gal. ii. 20, " Iam crucified with Christ : nevertheless, Ilive;
yet not I,but Christ liveth in me." Hos. iii. 3, " Thou shalt not be
for another man, so will Ialso be for thee." The bonds, then, of
this blessed union are, the Spirit on Christ's part, and faith on the
believer's part.
Now both the souls and bodies of believers are united to Christ.
" ne that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit," 1 Cor. vi. 17. The
very bodies of believers have this honour put upon them, that they
are " the temple of the Holy Ghost," ver. 19, and " the members of
Christ," ver. 15. When they sleep in the dnst, they sleep iu Jesus,
1 Thess. iv. 14; and it is iu virtue of this union they shall be raised
up out of the dust again, llom. viii. 11, "He shall quicken your
mortal bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you." In token of this
mystical union, the church of believers is called by the name of her
Ilead and Husband, 1 Cor. sii. 12, " For as the body is one, and
hath many members—so also is Christ."
Use. From what is said, we may draw the following inferences :
1. The preaching of the law is most necessary. He that would
ingraft, must needs use the pruning-knife.— Sinners have many con¬
trivances to keep them from Christ ; many things by which they
keep their hold of the natural stock ; therefore they have need to
bo closely pursued, and hunted out of their skulking holes, and re¬
fuges of lies.
2. Tet it is the Gospel that crowns the work : " The law makes
nothing perfect." The law lays open the wound, but it is the Gos¬
pel that heals it. The law " strips a man, wounds him and leaves
him half dead
the Gospel " binds up his wounds, pouring in wine
and oil," to heal them. By the law we are broken off, but it is by
the Gospel we are taken up and implanted in Christ.
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3. " If any man liave not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his,"
Itom. viii. 9. We are told of a monster in nature, having two bo¬
dies differently animated, as appeared from contrary affections at
one and the same time; but so united, that they were served with
the self-same legs. Even so, however men may cleave to Christ,
" call themselves of tho holy city, and stay themselves upon the
God of Israel," Isa xlviii. 2, and may be bound up as branches in
him, John xv. 2, by the outward ties of sacraments; yet if tho Spi¬
rit that dwells in Christ, dwell not in them, they are not one with
him. There is a great difference between adhesion and ingrafting.
The ivy clasps and twists itself about the oak, but it is not one
with it, for it still grows on its own root: so, to allude to Isa. iv.
1, many professors "take hold" of Christ, "and eat their own
bread, and wear their own apparel, only they are called by his
name." They stay themselves upon him, but grow upon their own
root: they take them to support their hopes, but their delights are

elsewhere.
4. The union between Christ and his mystical members is firm
and indissoluble. Were it so that the boliever only apprehended
Christ, but Christ apprehended not him, we could promise little as
the stability of such a uuion ; it might quickly be dissolved : but as
the believer apprehends Christ by faith, so Christ apprehends him
by his Spirit, and none shall pluck him out of his hand.— Did tho
child only keep hold of the nurse, it might at length grow weary,
and let go its hold, and so fall away : but if she havo her arms
about the child, it is iu no hazard of falling away, even though it bo
not actually holding by her. So, whatever sinful intermissions may
happen in the exercise of faith ; yet the uuion remains sure, by rea¬
son of the constant indwelling of the spirit. .Blessed Jesus ! " All
his saints arc in thy haud," Deut. xxxiii. 3. It is observed by some
that the word Abba, is the samo whether you read it forward or
backward: whatever the believer's case be, the Lord is still to him,
Abba, Father.
5. They have an uusafe hold of Christ, whom he has not appre¬
hended by his Spirit. There are many half marriages here, where
the soul apprehends Christ, but is not apprehended of him. Hence,
many fall away, and never rise again; they let go their hold of
Christ ; and when that is gone, all is gone. These are " the
branches in Christ that bear not fruit, which the husbandman
taketh away," John xv. 2. Question. IIow can that be ? Answer.
These branches are set iu the stock by a profession, or an unsound
hypocritical faith ; they are bound up with it, in the external use
of the sacraments; but the stock and they are never knit; therefore
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they cannot bear fruit. And they need not be cut off, nor broken
off; they are by the Husbandman only taken away; or, as the word
primarily signifies, lifted up, and so taken away, because there is
nothing to hold them ; they are indeed bound up with the stock,
but were never united to it.
Question. How shall Iknow if Iam apprehended of Christ?
Answer. You may be satisfied in this iuqniry, if you consider and
apply these two things :
1. When Christ apprehends a man by his Spirit, he is so drawn,
that he comes away to Christ, with his whole heart : for trne be¬
lieving is believing with all the heart, Acts viii. 37. Our Lord's
followers are like those who followed Saul at first, men whose
hearts God has tonehed, 1 Sam. x. 26. When the Spirit pours in
overcoming grace, they pour out their hearts like water before him,
Psalm lxii. 8. They flow onto him like a river, Isa. ii. 2, " All
nations shall flow unto it," namely, to the " mountain of the Lord's
house." It denotes not only the abundance of converts, but the
disposition of their souls in coming to Christ; they come heartily
and freely, as drawn with loving-kindness, Jer. xxxi. 3, " Thy peo¬
ple shall be willing in the day of thy power," Psalm ex. 3, that is,
free, ready, open-hearted, giving themselves to thee as free-will of¬
fering. When the bridegroom has the bride's heart, it is a right
marriage : but some give their hand to Christ, who give him not
their heart. They that are only driven to Christ by terror, will
surely leave him again when that terror is gone. Terror may break
a heart of stone, but the pieces into which it is broken still continue
to be stone: terrors cannot soften it into a heart of flesh. Yet
terrors may begin the work which love crowns. The strong wind,
and the earthquake, and the fire going bsfore ; the still small voice,
in which the Lord is, may come after them. When the blessed
Jesus is seeking sinners to match with him, they are bold and per¬
verse : they will not speak with him, till he has wounded them,
made them captives, and bound them with the cords of death.
When this is done, then it is that he comes to them, and wins their
hearts. The Lord tells us, Hos. ii. 16— 20, that is chosen Israel
shall be married unto himself. But how will the bride's consent be
won ? Why, in the first place, he will bring her into the wilder¬
ness, as ho did the people when he brought them out of Egypt, ver.
14. There she will be hardly dealt with, scorched with thirst, and
bitten of serpents : and then he will speak comfortably to her ; or,
as the expression is, he will speak unto her heart. The sinner is
first driven, and then drawn unto Christ. It is with the soul as
with Noah's dove, she was forced back again to the ark, because slio
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coiilil find nothing else to rest upon : but when she returned, she
would have rested on the outside of it, if Noah had not " put forth his
hand and pulled her in," Gen. viii. 9. The Lord sends his avenger
of blood in pursuit of the criminal, who with a sad heart leaves his
own city, and with tears in his eyes parts with his old acquaintan¬
ces, becauso I10 dare not stay with them, and lie tlees for his life to the
city of refuge. This is not all his choice, it is forced work ; neces¬
sity has now law. But when he conies to the gates, and sees the
beauty of the place, the excellency and loveliness of it charm him ;
and then he enters it with heart and good-will, saying, " This is my
and, as one said in another case, " I
rest, and here Iwill stay
had perished, unless Ihad perished."
2. When Christ apprehends a soul, the heart is disengaged from,
and turned against sin. As in cutting off the branch from the old
stock, the great idol self is brought down, the man is powerfully
taught to deuy himself ; so, in apprehending the sinner by the
Spirit, that union is dissolved which was between the man and his
lusts, while he was in the flesh, as the apostle expresses it, Iiom.
vii. 5. His heart is loosened from them, though formerly as dear
to him as the members of his body ; as his eyes, legs, or arms; and,
instead of taking pleasure in them as before, he longs to be rid of
them. When the Lord Jesus comes to a soul, in the day of convert¬
ing grace, he finds it like Jerusalem, in the day of her nativity,
Ezek. xvi. 4, drawing its fulsome nourishment and satisfaction from
its lusts : but lie cuts off this communication, that he may impart to
the soul his own consolations, and give it rest in himself. And
thus the Lord wounds the head and heart of sin, and the soul comes
to him, saying, " Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and
things wherein there is no profit," Jer. xvi. 19.
Y. Iproceed to speak of the benefits flowing to true believers
from their nnion with Christ. The chief of the particular benefits
which believers have by it, are justification, peace, adoption, sauctification, growth in grace, fruitfulness in good works, acceptance
of these works, establishment in the state of grace, support and
a special conduct of providence about them. As for commu¬
nion with Christ, it is such a benefit, as being the immediate con¬
sequence of union with him, comprehends all the rest as mediate
ones. For as the branch, immediately upon its union with the
stock, has communion with the stock in all that is in it; so the
believer, uniting with Christ, has communion with him; in which
he launches forth into an ocean of happiness, is led into a paradise
of pleasures, and has a saving interest in the treasure hid in the
field of the Gospel, the unsearchable riches of Christ. As soon as
n2
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the believer is uuited to Christ, Christ himself, in whom all fulness
dwells, is his, Cant. iii. 16, " My beloved is mine, and Iam his."
And "how shall he not with him freely give us all things?" Rom.
viii. 32, " Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or
life, or death, or things present, or things to come, all are yours,"
1 Cor. iii. 22. This communion with Christ is the great comprehen¬
sive blessing necessarily llowing from our uuion with him. Let ns
now consider the particular benefits flowing from it before men¬
tioned.
The first particular benefit that a sinner has by his union with
Christ, is justification ; for, being united to Christ, he has commu¬
nion with him in his righteousness, 1 Cor. i. 30, "But of him are ye
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made nnto ns wisdom and righteous¬
ness." He stands no more condemned, but justified before God, as
being in Christ, Rom. viii. 1, "There is therefore now no condem¬
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus." The branches hereof
are, pardon of sin, and personal acceptance.
1. His sins are pardoned, the guilt of them is removed. The
bond obliging liira to pay his debt is cancelled. God the Father
takes the pen, dips it in the blood of his Son, crosses the sinner's
accounts, and blots them out of his debt-book. The sinner out of
Christ is bound over to the wrath of God ; he is under an obligation
in law to go to the prison of hell, and there to lie till he has paid
the utmost farthing. This arises from the terrible sanction with
which the law is guarded, which is no less than death, Gen. ii. 17.
So that the sinner, passing the bounds assigned him, is as Sliimei in
another case, a man of death, 1 Kings ii. 42. Bat now, being united
to Christ, God saith, "Deliver him from going down to the pit; I
have found a ransom," Job xxxiii. 24, The sentence of condemna¬
tion is reversed, the believer is absolved, and set beyond the reach
of the condemning law. His sins, which were set before the Lord,
Psalm xc. 8, so that they could not be hid, God now takes and
casts them all behind his back, Isa. xxxviii. 17- Pea, he casts
them into the depths of the sea, Micah vii. 19. What falls into a
brook may be got up again, but what is cast into the sea cannot be
recovered. But there are some shallow places in the sea : true, but
their sins are not cast in there, but into the depths of the sea ; aud
the depths of the sea are devouring depths, from whence they shall
never come forth again. But what if they do not siuk? He will
cast them in with force, so that they shall go to the ground, and
sink as lead in the mighty waters of the Redeemer's blood. They
are not only forgiven, but forgotten, Jer. xxxi. 34, "I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their siu 110 more." And
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though tlieir after-sins do in themselves deserve eternal wrath, and
do actually make them liable to temporal strokes, and fatherly
chastisements, according to the tenor of the covenant of grace,
Psalm Ixxxix. 30— 33, yet they can never be actually liable to eter¬
nal wrath, or the curse of the law ; for they are dead to the law in
Christ, lloin. vii. 4. They can never fall away from their union
with Christ; neither can they be in Christ, and yet under condem¬
nation at the same time, Rom. viii. 1, "There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." This is an infe¬
rence drawn from that doctrine of the believer's being dead to the
law, set forth by the apostle, chap. vii. 1— 6 ; as is clear from the
second, third, and fourth verses of this eighth chapter. In this
respect the justified mau is the blessed man, unto whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity, Psalm xxxii. 2; as one who has no design to
charge a debt on another, sets it not down in his account-book.
2. The believer is accepted as righteous in God's sight, 2 Cor. v.
21. For he is " found in Christ, not having his own righteousness,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith," Phil. iii. 9. He could never be accepted
of God, as righteous, upon the accouut of his own righteousness ;
because, at best, it is but imperfect; and all righteousness, properly
so called, which can abide a trial before the throne of God, is per¬
fect. The very name of it implies perfection: for unless a work is
perfectly conformable to the law, it is not right, but wrong; and so
cannot make a man righteous before God, whose judgment is accord¬
ing to truth. Yet if justice demand a righteousness of one that is
in Christ, upon which he may be accounted righteous before the
Lord, "Surely shall" such a "one say, In the Lord have Irighte¬
ousness," Isa. xlv. 24. The law is fulfilled, its commands are
obeyed, its sanction is satisfied. The believer's surety has paid the
debt. It was exacted, and he answered for it.
Thus the person united to Christ is justified. You may conceive
of the whole proceeding herein, in this manner. The avenger of
blood pursuing the criminal, Christ, as the Saviour of lost sinners,
doth by the Spirit apprehend him, and draw him to himself; and
he, by faith, lays hold on Christ : so the Lord our righteous¬
ness, and the unrighteous creature, unite. From this union with
Christ results a communion with him in his unsearchable riches, aud
consequently in his righteousness, that white raiment which he has
for clothing of the naked, ltev. iii. 18. Thus the righteousness of
Christ becomes his; and because it is by his unquestionable title, it
is imputed to him ; it is reckoned his in the judgment of God, which
is always according to truth. And so the believing sinner, having
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a righteousness which fully answers the demands of the law, he is

pardoned and accepted as righteous. See Isa. xlv. 22— 24; llom.
iii. 24; and chap. v. 1. Now he is a free man. "Who shall lay any
thing to the charge of those whom God justifieth ? Can justice lay
any thing to their charge ? No ; for it is satisfied. Can the law ?
No ; for it has obtained all its demands on them in Jesus Christ,
Gal. iii. 20, "lam crucified with Christ." What can the law re¬
quire more, after it has wounded their head, poured in wrath in
full measure into their soul, and cut off their life, and brought it
into the dust of death, by doing all this to Jesus Christ, who is their
head, Epli. i. 22; their soul, Acts ii. 25— 27; and their life, Col.
iii. 4 ? What is become of the sinner's own handwriting, which
would prove the debt upon him ? Christ has blotted it out, Col. ii.
14. But it may be, justice may get its eye upon it again. No; he
took it out of the way. But 0 that it had been torn in pieces !
may the sinner say. Yea, so it is; the nails that pierced Christ's
hands and feet are driven through it; he nailed it. But what if
the torn in pieces be set together again ? They cannot be ; for he
nailed it to his cross, and his cross was buried with him, and will
never rise again, seeing Christ dieth no more. Where is the facecovering that was upon the condemned man ? Christ has destroyed
it, Isa. xxv. 7. Where is death, that stood before the sinner with
a grim face, and an open month, ready to devour him ? Christ has
swallowd it up in victory, ver. 8, Glory, glory, glory to him that
thus "loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood."
The second benefit flowing from the same spring of union with
Christ, and coming by the way of justification, is peace; peace with
God, and peace of conscience, according to the measure of the sense
the justified have of their peace with God, Rom. v. 1. "Therefore
being justified by faith, we have peace with God." Chap. xiv. 17,
" Nor the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." Whereas God was their
enemy before, now he is reconciled to them in Christ: they are iu
a covenant of peace with him ; and, as Abraham was, so are
they the friends of God. He is well pleased with them iu his be¬
loved Son. His word, which spoke terror to them formerly, now
speaks peace, if they rightly understand the language. And there is
love in all dispensations towards them, which makes all work together
for their good. Their consciences are purged of that guilt and filthiness which lay upon them : his conscience-purifying blood streams
through their souls, by virtue of their union with him, Heb. ix. 14,
" How much more shall the blood of Christ— pnrge your conscience
from dead works to serve the living God !" The bonds laid on their

207

BENEFITS FliOM UNION W1TII CURIST.

consciences by the Spirit 'of God, acting as the Spirit of bondage,
are taken off, never more to bo laid on, Rom. viii. 5, "For ye have
not received the Spirit of bondage again to fear." Heroby the con¬
science is quieted, as soon as the sonl becomes conscious of the ap¬
plication of that blood; which falls out sooner or later, according
to the measure of faith, and as the only wise God sees meet to time
it. Unbelievers may have troubled consciences, which they may get
quieted again : but, alas ! their consciences become poaceable be¬
fore they become pure; so their peace is but the seed of greater
horror and confusion. Carelessness may give ease for a while to a
sick conscience ; men neglecting its wounds, they close again of
their accord, before the impure matter is removed. Many bury
their guilt in the grave of an ill memory : conscience smarts a lit¬
tle; at length the man forgets his sin, and there is an end of it;
but that is only an ease before death. Business, or the affairs of
life, often give ease in this case. When Cain is banished from the
presence of the Lord, he falls a-bnilding of cities. When the evil
spirit came upon Saul, ho calls not for his Bible, nor for the priests
to converse with him -aÿout his case ; but for music, to play it away.
So many, when their consciences begin to be uneasy, they till their
heads and hands with business, to divert themselves, and to regain
case at any rate. Yea, some will sin contrary to their convictions,
and so do get some ease to their consciences, as Ilazael gave ease
to his master by stifling him. Again the performance of duties may
give some ease to disqutied consciences; and this is all which legal
professors have recourse to for quieting their consciences. When
conscience is wounded they will pray, confess, mourn, and resolve to
do so no more: and so they become whole again, without an appli¬
cation of the blood of Christ by faith. But they whose consciences
are rightly quieted, come for peace and purification to the blood of
sprinkling. Sin leaves a sting behind it, which one time or other

will create them no little pain.
Elihu shews us both the case and cure, Job xxxiii. Behold the
case which a man may be in, whom God has thoughts of love to.
lie darts convictions into his conscience ; and makes them stick so
fast, that he cannot rid himself of them, ver. 1G, " He openeth the
ears of men, and sealeth their instruction. His very body sick¬
ens, ver. 19, " He is chastened also with pain upon his bed,
and the multitude of his bones with strong pain " ne loseth his
appetite, ver. 20, " His life abhorretli bread, and his soul dainty
meat." His body pines away, so that there is nothing on him but
skin and bone," ver. 21, " His flesh is consumed away, that it can¬
not bo seen, and his bones that were not seen stick out." Though

—
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he is not prepared for death, he has no hope of life, ver. 22, "His
soul draweth near unto the grave, and" which is the height of his
he is looking every moment
misery, " his life to the destroyers
when devils, these destroyers, nev/ix. 11, these murderers, or manslayers, John viii. 44, will come and carry away his soul to hell. 0
dreadful case? Is there any hope for such? Yes, there is hope.
God will " keep hack his soul from the pit," Job xxxiii. 18, although
he bring him forward to the brink of it. Now, see how the sick
man is cured. The physician's art cannot prevail here: the disease
lies more inward than his medicines can reach. It is soul trouble
that has brought the body into this disorder ; and therefore the re¬
medies must be applied to the sick man's soul and conscience. The
physician for this case, must be a spiritual Physician ; the remedies
must be spiritual, a righteousness, a ransom, an atonement. Upou
the application of these, the soul is cured, the conscience is quieted :
and the body recovers, ver. 23— 26, " If there be a messenger with
him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to show unto man his
uprightness: then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him
from going down into the pit, Ihave found a rausom. His flesh
shall be fresher than a child's, he shall return to the days of his
youth. He shall pray unto God, and he shall be favourable unto
him, and he shall see his face with joy." The proper physician for
this patient is a messenger, an interpreter, ver. 23, that is, as some
expositors, not without ground, understand it, the great physician,
Jesus Christ, whom Job had called his Redeemer, chap. xix. 25.
He is a messenger, the " messenger of the covenant of peace," Mai.
iii. 1, who conies seasonably to the sick man. He is an interpreter,
the groat interpreter of God's counsels of love to sinners, Job xxxiii.
23, "One among a thousand," even "the chief among ten thou¬
sand," Cant. v. 10. " One chosen out of the people," Psalnt lxxxix.
19. One to whom " the Lord hath given the tongue of the learned
— to speak a word in season to him that is weary," Isa. 1. 4. It is
lie that is with him, by his Spirit, now, to " convince him of righte¬
ousness," John xvi. 8, as he was with him before, to "convince him
of sin and of judgment." His work now is, to shew unto him his
uprightness, or his righteousness, that is, the interpreter Christ's
righteousness ; which is the only righteousness, arising from the
paying of a ransom, and upon which a sinner is delivered from go¬
ing down to the pit, ver. 24. Thus Christ is said to declare God's
name, Psalm xxii. 22, and to preach righteousness, Psalm xl. 9.
The phrase is remarkable : it is not to shew unto the man, but unto
man, his righteousness : which not obscurely intimates, that he is
more than a man, who shews or declareth this righteousness. Com-
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pare Amos iv. 13, " He that formetli the mountains, and createth
the wind, and declaretli unto man what is his thought." There
seems to be in it a sweet allusion to the first declaration of this
righteousness unto man, or, as the word is, unto Adam, after tho
fall, while he lay under terror from apprehensions of the wrath of
God ; which declaration was made by the messenger, tho inter¬
preter, namely, the eternal Word, the Son of God, called, the voice
of the Lord God, Gen. iii. 8, and by him appearing, probably, in
human shape. Now, while he by his Spirit, is the preacher of
righteousness to the man, it is supposed that the man lays hold on
the offered righteousness ; whereupon the ransom is applied to him,
and he is delivered from going down to the pit; for God hath a ran¬
som for him. This is intimated to him by the words, "Deliver
him," Job xxxiii. 24. So his conscience being purified by the blood
of atonement, is pacified, and sweetly quieted. " He shall pray unto
God— and see his face with joy," which before ho behold with hor¬
ror, ver. 26 ; that is in New Testament language, " Having an high
priest over the house of God," he shall " draw near with a true
heart, in full assurance of faith, having his heart sprinkled from an
evil conscience," Heb. x. 21, 22. Bnt then, what becomes of the
body, the weak and weary flesh ? Why, " his flesh shall bo fresher
than a child's, he shall return to the days of his youth," ver. 25.
Yea, " All his bones," which wore chastened with strong pain, ver.
19, " shall say, Lord, who is like unto thee?" Psalm xxxv. 10.
A third benefit flowing from union with Christ, is adoption. Be¬
lievers, being united to Christ, become children of God, and mem¬
bers of the family of heaven. By their union with him, who is tho
Son of God by nature, they become the sons of God by grace, John
i. 12. As when a branch is cut off from one tree, and grafted in
the brfinch of another, tho ingrafted branch, by means of its union
with the adopting branch, as some not unfitly have called it, is made
a branch of the same stock with that into which it is ingrafted : so
sinners, being ingrafted into Jesus Christ, whose name is the Branch,
his Father is their Father, his God their God, John xx. 17.
And thus they, who are by nature children of the devil, become
the children of God. They have the Spirit of adoption, Rom.
viii. 15, namely, the Spirit of bis Son, which brings them to
God, as children to a Father; to pour out their complaints in
his bosom, and to seok necessary supplies, Gal. iv. 6, " Because ye
are sons, God has sent forth tho Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father." Under all their weaknesses, they have
fatherly pity and compassion shown them, Psalm ciii. 13, " Like as
a father pitieth his children ; so the Lord pitieth them that fear
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him."— Although they were but foundlings, found iu a desert land ;
" he keeps them as the apple of his eye," Deut. xxxii. 10.
Whosoever pnrsues them, they have a refuge, Prov. xiv. 26, " His
children shall have a place of refuge." In a time of common cala¬
mity, they have chambers of protection, where they may be hid until
the indignation is overpast, Isa. xxvi. 20. And he is not only their
refuge for protection, but their portion for provision, iu that refuge;
Psalm cxlii. 5, " Thou art my refuge, and my portion in the land of
the living." They are provided for, for eternity, Heb. xi. 16, " lie
hath prepared for them a city." And what he sees they have need
of for time, they shall not want, Matt. vi. 31, 32, "Take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or wherewithal
shall we be clothed ? For your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things." Seasonable correction is likewise
their privilege as sons : so they are not suffered to pass with their
faults, as others who are not children, but servants of the family,
who at length will be turned out of doors for their miscarriages,
Heb. xii. 7, " If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with yon as with
sons ; for what son is he whom the father chasteueth not ? They
are heirs of, and shall inherit the promises, Heb. vi. 12. Nay, they
are heirs of God, who himself is the portion of their inheritance,
Psalm xvi. 5, "and joint-heirs with Christ," Rom. viii. 17. And be¬
cause they are the children of the great King, and heirs of glory,
they have angels for their attendants, who are sent forth to minister
for thein who shall be heirs of salvation," Heb. i. 14.
A fourth benefit is sanctification, 1 Cor. i. 30, "But of him are ye
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteous¬
ness, and sanctification."—Being united to Christ, they partake of
his Spirit, which is the Spirit of holiness. There is a fulness of the
Spirit in Christ, and it is not like the fulness of a vessel, which only
retains what is poured iuto it; but it is the fulness of a fountain for
diffusion and communication, which is always sending forth its
waters, and yet is always full. The Spirit of Christ, that spiritual
sap, which is in the stock, and from thence is communicated to the
branches, is the Spirit of grace, Zech. xii. 10. And where the Spirit
of grace dwells, there will be found a confluence of all graces. Ho¬
liness is not one grace only, but all the graces of the Spirit ; it is a
constellation of graces ; it is all the graces in their seed and root.
And as the sap conveyed from the stock into the branch goes through
it, and through every part of it; so the Spirit of Christ sanctifies the
whole man. The poison of sin was diffused through the whole spirit,
soul, and body of the man ; and sanctifying grace pursues it into
every corner, 1 Thess. v. 23. Every part of the man is sanctified,
yet now
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though no part is perfectly so. The truth we are sanctified by is not
held in the head, as in a prison ; but runs, with its sanctifying influ¬
ences, through heart and life. There are indeed some graces, in
every believer, which appear as top-branches above the rest : as
meekness in Moses, patience in Job ; but seeing there is in cvory
child of God, a holy principle going along with the holy law, in all
the parts thereof, loving and approving of it : as it appears from
their universal respect to the commands of God : it is evident that
they are endowed with all the graces of the Spirit; because there
cannot bo less in the effect, than there was in the cause.
Now, this sanctifying Spirit, whereof believers partake, is unto
them, 1. A spirit of mortification; " through the Spirit they mortify
the deeds of the body," Rom. viii. 13. Sin is crucified in them,
Gal. v. 24. They are planted together, namely, with Christ in the
likeness of his death, which was a liugoring death, Rom. vi.5. Sin
in the saint, thongh not quite dead, yet is dying. If it were dead,
it would be taken down from the cross, and buried out of his
sight : but it hangs there as yet, working and struggling under its
mortal wounds. As, when a tree has got such a stroke as reaches
the heart of it, all the leaves and branches begiu to fade and decay :
so, where the sanctifying Spirit conies, and breaks the power of sin,
there is a gradual ceasing from it, and dying to it, in the whole
man ; so that he " no longer lives in the flesh to the lusts of men."
He does not make sin his trado and business ; it is not his great de¬
sign to seek himself, and to satisfy his corrupt inclinations : but he
is seeking for Immanuel's land ; and is walking in the highway to it,
the way which is called the way of holiness: though the wind from
hell, that was on his back before, blows now full in his face, makes his
travelling uneasy, and often drives him oil the highway. 2. This Spirit
is a Spirit of vivification to them; for he is the Spirit of life, and makes
them live unto righteousness, Ezek. xxxvi. 27, "And Iwill put my
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes." Those who
have been " planted together," with Christ, " in the likeness of his
death, shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection," Horn. vi. 5.
\t Christ's resurrection, when his soul was re-united with his body,
every member of that blessed body was enabled again to porform the
actions of life: so the soul, being influenced by the sanctifying Spirit
of Christ, is enabled more aud more to porform all the actions of spi¬
ritual life. And as the wholo of the law, and not some scraps of it only,
is written on the holy heart; so believers are enabled to transcribe
that law, in their conversation. Although they cannot write one
line of it without blots, yet God, for Christ's sake, accepts of the
performance, in point of sanctifleation ; they being disciples to his
own Son, aud led by his own Spirit.
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This sanctified Spirit, communicated by the Lord Jesus to his
members, is the spiritual nourishment the branches have from the
stock into which they are ingrafted; whereby the life of grace, given
them in regeneration, is preserved, continued, and actuated. It is
the nourishment whereby the new creature lives, and is nourished
up towards perfection. Spiritual life needs to be fed, aud must
have supply of nourishment : and believers derive the same from
Christ their head, whom the Father has appointed the head of influ¬
ence to all his members, Col. ii. 19, " And not holding the head,
from which all the body, by joints and bauds, having nourishment
ministered, or supplied," &c. Now this supply is "the supply of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ," Phil. i. 19. The saints feed richly,
" eating Christ's flesh, and drinking his blood," for their spiritual
nourishment: yet our Lord himself teacheth us, that " it is the Spi¬
rit that quickeueth," John vi. 63, even that Spirit who dwells in his
blessed body. The human nature is united to the divine nature, in
the person of the Son, and so like the bowl in Zachariah's candle¬
stick, chap. iv. lies at the fountain head, as the glorious means of
conveyance of influences from the fountain of Deity. lie receives
not the Spirit by measure, but ever hath a fulness of the Spirit, by
reason of that personal union. Deuce believers, being united to the
man Christ, as the seven lamps to the bowl, by tlieir seven pipes,
Zech. iv. 2, his flesh is to them meat indeed, aud his blood drink in¬
deed : for, feeding on that blessed body, that is, effectually apply¬
ing Christ to their souls by faith, they partake more and more of
that Spirit, who dwelleth therein, to their spiritual nourishment.
The holiuess of God can never admit of an immediate union with the
sinful creature, nor, consequently, an immediate communion with it:
yet the creature could not live the life of grace without communion
with the fountain of life. Therefore, that the honour of God's holi¬
ness and the salvation of sinners might jointly be provided for, the
second person of the glorious trinity took iuto a persoual union with
himself a sinless human nature ; that so this holy, harmless, aud
undefiled humanity, might immediately receive a fulness of the Spi¬
rit, of which he might communicate to his members, by his divine
power and efficacy. Suppose there were a tree, with its root in the
earth, and its branches reaching to heaven, the vast distance bet¬
ween the root and the branches, would not interrupt the communi¬
cation between the root and the top branch : even so, the distance
between the man Christ, who is in heaven, and his members, who are
on earth, cannot hinder tho communication between them. What
though the parts of mystical Christ, namely the head and the mem¬
bers, are not contiguous, as joined together in the way of corporal
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union ; the union is not therefore the less real and effectual. Yea,
our Lord himself shews us, that though we eat his flesh in a corpo¬
real aud carnal manner, yet it would profit nothing, John vi. 63 ;
we should not be one whit the holier thereby. But the members of

Christ on earth, are united to their head in heaven, by the invisible
bond of the self-same Spirit dwelling in both ; in him as the head,
and in them as the members. The wheels in Ezekiel's vision were
not contiguous to the living creatures, yet were united to them by
an invisible bond of one Spirit in both ; so that, " when the living
creatures went, the wheels went by them, and when the living crea¬
tures wero lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up,"
Ezek. i. 19; "For," says the prophet, "the Spirit of the living crea¬
ture was in the wheels," ver. 20.
Hence we may see tho difference between true satisfaction, and that
shadow of it, which is to be found among some strict professors of
Christianity, who yet are not true Christians, are not regenerated
by the Spirit of Christ, and is of the same kind with what has ap¬
peared in many sober heathens. True sanctification is the result of
the soul's union with the holy Jesus, the first and immediate recep¬
tacle of the sanctifying Spirit ; out of whose fulness his members do
by virtue of their union with him, receive sanctifying influences.
The other is the mere product of the man's owu spirit, which, what¬
ever it has, or seems to have, of the matter of true holiness, yet does
not arise from the supernatural principles, nor to tho high aims and
ends thereof; for, as it comes from self, so it runs out into the dead
sea of self again ; and lies as wide of true holiness, as nature doth of
grace. They who have this species of holiness, are like common boat¬
men, who serve themselves with their own oars: whereas the ship
bound for Immanuel's land, sails by the blowings of the divine
Spirit. How is it possible there should be true satisfaction without
Christ ? Can there be true sanctification without partaking of the
Spirit of holiness? Can we partake of that Spirit, but by Jesus
Christ, " the way, the truth, and the life ?" The falling dew shall as
soon make its way through the flinty rock, as the influences of grace
come from God to sinners, any other way than through him whom
the Father hath appointed the head of influences, Col. i. 19, "For
it pleased the Father, that in him should all fulness dwell
and chap. ii. 19, "And not holding tho head, from which all
the body, by joints and bands, having nourishment ministered
and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God." Hence see
how it comes to pass, that many fall away from their seeming sanc¬
tification, and never recover : it is because they are not branches
truly knit to the true vine. Meanwhile others, recover from their
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decays, because of their union with the life-givitig stock, by the
quickening Spirit, 1 John li. 19, " They wont out from us, but they
were not of ns ; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us."
A fifth benefit is growth in grace. " Having nourishment minis¬
tered, they increase with the increase of God." Col. ii. 19, " The
righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree: he shall grow like a
cedar in Lebanon," Psalm xcii. 12. Grace is of a growing nature ;
in the way to Zion they go from strength to strength. Though the
holy man be at first a little child in grace, yet at length he becomes
a young man ; a father, 1 John ii. 13. Though be does but creep
in the way to heaven sometimes, yet afterwards he walks, he runs,
he mounts up with wings as eagles, Isa. xl. 31. If a branch grafted
into a stock never grows, it is a plain evidence of its not having knit
with the stock.
But some perhaps may say, " If all true Christians be growing
ones, what shall be said of those who, instead of growing, are going
back ?" Ianswer, There is a great difference between the Chris¬
tians growing simply, and his growing at all times. All true
Christians do grow, but I do not say that they grow at all times.
A tree, that has life and nourishment, grows to its perfection, yet it
is not always growing; it grows not in the winter. Christians also
have their winters, wherein the influences of grace, necessary for
their growth, cease, Cant. v. 2, " Isleep." It is by faith the be¬
liever derives gracious influences from Jesus Christ ; as each lamp
in the candlestick received oil from the bowel, by the pipe going
between them, Zcch. iv. 2. Now, if that pipe be stoped, if the
saint's faith lie dormant and inactive, then all the rest of the graces
will become dim, and seem ready to be extinguished. In conse¬
quence whereof, depraved nature will gather strength, and become
active. What then will become of the soul ? Why, there is still
one sure ground of hope. The saint's faith is not as the hypocrite's
like a pipe laid short of the fountain, whereby there can be no con¬
veyance : it still remains a bond of nnion between Christ and the
sonl ; and therefore, because Christ lives, the believer shall live
also, John xiv. 19. The Lord Jesus " puts in his hand by the hole
of the door," and clears the means of conveyance ; and then in¬
fluences for growth flow, and the believer's graces look fresh and
green again, IIos. xiv. 7, " They that dwell under his shadow shall
return : they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine." In
the worst of times, tho saints have a principle of growth in them,
1 John iii. 9, " llis seed remaineth in him." Therefore, after decays,
they revive again : namely, when the winter is over, and the Sun
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of righteousness returns to them with his warm influences. Mud
thrown into a pool may lie there at ease ; hut if it be cast into a
fountain, the spring will at length work it out, and run as clear as
formerly. Secondly, Christians may mistake their growth, and that
two ways. 1. By judging of their case according to their present
feeling. They observe themselves, and cannot perceive themselvos
to be growing ; but there is no reason thence to conclude they are
not growing, Mark iv. 27, "The seed springs and grows up, he
knoweth not how." Were a poison to fix his eye ever so stedfastly
on a growing tree, he would uot see it growing ; but if lie compare
the tree as it now is, with what it was some years ago, he will cer¬
tainly perceive that it has grown. In like manner may the Chris¬
tian know whether lie be in a growing or declining state, by com¬
paring his present with his former condition. 2. Christians may
mistake their case, by measuring their growth by the advances of
the top only, not of the root. Though a man be not growing taller,
lie may be growing stronger. If a tree bo uniting with the ground,
fixing itself in the earth, and spreading out its roots, it is certainly
growing, although it be uot higher than formerly. So, although a
Christian may want the sweet consolations and flashes of affection
which he had; yet, if be be growing in humility, self-denial, and
sense of needy dependence on Jesus Christ, he is a growing Chris¬
tian, Eos. xiv. 5, " Iwill be as the dew unto Israel, he shall cast
forth his roots as Lebanon."
Question. " But do hypocrites grow at all ? And if so, how shall
we distinguish between their growth, and true Christian growth ?"
Answer. To the first part of the question, hypocrites do grow. The
tares have their growth, as well as the wheat: the seed that fell
among thorns did spring up, Luke viii. 7. Only it brought no
fruit to perfection, ver. 14. Yea, a true Christian may have a false
growth. James and John seemed to grow in the grace of holy zeal,
when their spirits grew so hot in the cause of Christ, that they
would have fired a whole village, for not receiving their Lord and
Master, Lnko ix. 54, " They said, Lord, wilt thou that wo command
fire to come down from heaven and consume them, even as Elias
did?" But it was indeed no such thing; and therefore he turned
and rebuked them, ver. 55, " and said, " Ye know not what manner
of spirit ye are of." To the second part of the question it is an¬
swered, that there is a peculiar beauty in the true Christian growth,
distinguishing it from all false growth : it is universal, regular, pro¬
portionable. It is a "growing up into Him in all things, which
is the head," Epli. iv. 15. The growing Christian grows proportionably, in all the parts of the new man. Under the kindly
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influences of the Sun of righteousness, believers " grow up as calves
of the stall," Mai. iv. 2. You would think it a monstrous growth,
in these creatures, if you saw their heads grow, and not their
bodies; or if you saw one leg grow, and another not; if all the
parts do not grow proportiouably. Ay, but such is the growth of
many in religion. They grow like rickety children, who have a big
head, but a slender body ; they get more knowledge into their heads,
but no more holiness into their hearts and lives. They grow very
hot outwardly, but very cold inwardly ; like men in a fit of the
ague. They are more taken up about the externals of religion than
formerly ; yet as great strangers to the power of godliness as ever.
If a garden is watered with the hand, some of the plants will readily
get much, some little, and some no water at all ; and therefore
some wither, while others are coining forward ; but after a shower
from the clouds, all come forward together. In like manner, all the
graces of the Spirit grow proportionably, by the special influences
of divine grace. The branches ingrafted in Christ, growing aright,
do grow in all the several ways of growth at once. They grow in¬
ward, growing into Christ, Eph. iv. 15, uniting more closely with
him ; and cleaving more firmly to him, as the head of influences,
which is the spring of all other true Christian growth. They grow
outward in good works, in their life and conversation. Tliey not
only, with Naphtali, give goodly words ; bnt, like Joseph, they are
fruitful boughs. They grow upward in heavenly-mindcdness, and
contempt of the world ; for their conversation is in heaven, Phil. iii.
20. And finally, they grow downward in humility and self-loath¬
ing. The branches of the largest growth in Christ, are, in their own
eyes, " less than the least of all saints," Eph. iii. 8 ; " the chief of sin¬
ners," 1 Tim. i. 15; " more brutish than any man," Prov. xxx. 2.
They see that they can do nothing, no, not so much as " think any
thing, as of themselves," 2 Cor. iii. 5 : that they deserve nothing,
being " not worthy of the least of all the mercies showed unto them,"
Gen. xxxii. 10; and that they are nothing, 2 Cor. xii. 11.
A sixth benefit is fruitfulness. The branch ingrafted iuto Christ
is not barren, but brings forth fruit, John xv. 5, " lie that abideth
in me, and Iin him, the same bringeth forth much fruit." For that
very end are souls united to Christ, that they may bring forth fruit
unto God, Rom. vii. 4. They that are barren may be branches in
Christ by profession, but not by real implantation. Whoever are
united to Christ, bring forth the fruit of gospel-obedience and true
holiness. Faith is always followed with good works. The believer
is not only come out of the grave of his natural state ; but he has put
off his grave-clothes, namely, reigning lusts, in which he walked,
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like a gliost ; being dead while he lived in tliera, Col. iii. 7, 3.
For Christ has said of him, as of Lazarus, " Loose him, and let him
go." Now that he has put ou Christ, he personates him, so to
speak, as a beggar in borrowed robes represents a king on the stage,
walking as he also walked. Now the fruit of the Spirit in him, is
in all goodness, Epli. v. 9. Tlio fruits of holiness will be found in
the hearts, lips, and lives of thoso who are united to Christ. The
hidden man of the heart is not only a temple built for God, and
consecrated to him ; but used and employed for him, where love,
fear, trust, and all the other parts of unseen religion, are exercised,
Phil. iii. 3, " For we are the circumcision which worship God in the
Spirit." The heart is no more the devil's common, where thoughts
go free ; for there even vain thoughts are hated, Psalm cxix. 113.
But it is God's enclosure, hedged about as a garden for him, Cant.
iv. 16. It is true, there are weeds of corruption there, because the
ground is not yet perfectly cleared: but the man, in the day of his
new creation, is set to dress it, and keep it. A live coal from the
altar has touched his lips, and they are purified. Psalm xv. 1— 3,
" Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy
holy hill? He that speaketh the truth iu his heart; he that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor taketh up a reproach against his
neighbour." There may be, indeed, a smooth tongue, where there is
a false heart. The voice may be Jacob's, while the hand's are
Esau's. But, " if auy man among you seem to be religions, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion
is vain," James i. 26. The power of godliness will rule over the
tongue, though a world of iniquity. If one be a Galilean, his speecli
will bewray liira ; he will speak, not the language of Ashdod, but
the language of Canaan. lie will neither be dumb in religion, nor
will his tonguo walk at random, seeing, to the double guard which
nature hath given the tongue, grace hath added a third. The fruits
of holiness will be found in bis outward conversation ; for he liath
clean hands, as well as a pure heart, Psalm xxiv. 4. He is a godly
man, and religiously discharges the duties of the first table of the
law ; he is a righteous man, and honestly performs the duties of the
second table. In his conversation he is a good Christian, and a good
neighbour too. He carries it towards God, as if men's eyes were
upon him ; and towards men, as believing God's eyes to be upon
him. Those things which God hath joined in his law, he dares not
put asunder in his practice.
Thus the branches in Christ are full of good fruits. And thoso
fruits are a cluster of vital actions, whereof Jesus Christ is the prin¬
ciple and end. The.principle ; for ho lives in them, and "the life
Vol. VIII.
o
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tliey lire is by faith in the Son of God," Gal. ii. 20. The end ; for
they lire to him, and " to them to lire is Christ," Phil. i. 21.
The duties of religion are in the world, like fatherless children, in
rags ; some will not take them in, because they nerer lored them
nor their Father ; some take them in, because they may be serviceable to them : but the saints take them in for their Father's sake,
that is for Christ's sake: and they are lorely in their eyes, because
they are like him. 0 ! whence is this new life of the saints ? Surely
it could nerer hare been hammered out of the natural powers
of their souls, by the united force of all created power. In eter¬
nal barrenness would they hare continued ; but that being " married
to Christ, they bring forth fruit unto God," Rom. rii. 4.
If you ask me, " How can your nourishment, growth, and fruitfulness be forwarded?" Ioiler these few adrices : 1. Make sure
work, as to your knitting with the stock by faith unfeigned ; and
beware of hypocrisy: a branch that is not sound at the heart will
certainly wither. The trees of the Lord's planting are trees of
righteousness, Isa. lxi. 3. So, when others fade, they bring forth
fruit. Hypocrisy is a disease in the vitals of religion, which will
consume all at length. It is a leak in the ship, that will certainly
sink it. Sincerity of grace will make it lasting, be it ever so weak ;
as the smallest twig, that is sound at the heart, will draw nourish¬
ment from the stock and grow; while the greatest bough that is rotten
can never recover, because it receives no nourishment. 2. Labour
to be stedfast in the truths and way of God. An unsettled and wa¬
vering judgment is a great enemy to Christian growth and fruitfulness, as the apostle teaches, Eph. iv. 14, 15, " That we henceforth
be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine. But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into
him in all things, which is the head, even Christ." A rolling stone
gathers no moss, and a wavering judgment makes a fruitless life.
Though a tree be never so sound, yet how can it grow, or be fruit¬
ful, if you be still removing it out of one soil into another ? 3. En¬
deavour to cut off the suckers, as gardeners do, that their trees may
thrive. These are unmortified lusts ; therefore " mortify your mem¬
bers that are upon the earth," Col. iii. 5. When the Israelites got
meat to their lusts, they got leanness to their souls. She that has
many hungry children about her hand, and must be still putting
into their mouths, will havo much ado to get a bit put into her own.
They must refuse the cravings of inordinate affections, who would
have tlieir souls to prosper. 4. Improve, for these ends, the ordi¬
nances of God. It is in the courts of our God where the trees of
righteousness flourish, Psalm xcii. 13. The waters of the sanctuary
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are the means appointed of God, to cause his people to grow as
willows by the water courses. Therofore drink in witli "desire, the
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby," 1 Pet. ii. 2.
Come to these wells of salvation : not to look at them only, but to
draw water out of thom. The sacrament of the Lord's supper is in
a special manner appointed for these ends. It is not only a solemn
public profession, and a seal of our union and communion with
Christ; but it is a means of most intimate communion with him;
and strengthens onr union with him, onr faith, love, repentance,
and other graces, 1 Cor. x. 16, "The cup of blessing, which we
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread
which we break, it is not the communion of the body of Christ?"
And chap. xii. 13, " We have been all made to drink into one Spi¬
rit." Give yonrselves unto prayer; open your mouths wide, and
be will till them.— By these means the branches in Christ may bo
farther nourished, grow up, and bring forth much fruit.
A seventh benefit is, The acceptance of their fruits of holiness
before the Lord. Though they may be very imperfect, they are ac¬
cepted, because they savour of Christ the blessed stock, which the
branches grow upon; while the fruits of others are rejected of God,
Gen. iv. 4, 5, " And the Lord had respect unto Abel, and his offer¬
ing ; but unto Cain and his offering he had no respect." Compare
Heb. xi. 3, "By faith, Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain." 0 how defective are the saints' duties in the
eye of the law ! The believer himself sees many faults iu his best
performances; yet the Lord graciously receives them. There is no
grace planted in the heart, but there is a weed of corruption hard
by its side, while the saints are iu the lower world. Their very sin¬
cerity is not without a mixture of dissimulation or hypocrisy, Gal. ii.
13. Hence there are defects in the exercise of every grace; in the
performance of every duty ; depraved nature always drops something
to stain their best works. There is still a mixture of darkness with
their clearest light. Yet this does not mar their acceptance, Cant.
vi. 10, "Who is she that looketh forth as the morning?" or, as
the dawning? Behold how Christ's spouse is esteemed and ac¬
cepted of her Lord, even when she looks forth as the morning,
whose beauty is mixed with the blackness of the night ! " When
the morning was looking out," as the word is Jud. xix. 26, that is,
" In the dawning of the day," as we read it. So the very dawning
of grace, and good will to Christ, graco peeping out from under a
mass of darkness in believers, is pleasant and acceptable to him, as
the break of day is to the weary traveller.— Though the remains
of unbelief make the hand of faith to shake and tremble; yet the
o2
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Lord is so well pleased with it, that lie employs it to carry away
pardons and supplies of grace, from the throne of grace, and the
fountain of grace. Tlis faith was effectual, " who " cried out and
said with tears, Lord, Ibelieve, help thou mine unbelief!" Mark
ix. 24. Though the remains of sensual affections make the flame of
their love weak and smoky ; he turns his eyes from the smoke, and
beholds the flame, how fair it is, Cant. iv. 10, "How fair is thy
love, my sister, my spouse !"— " The smell of their" under " gar¬
ment" of inherent holiness, as imperfect as it is, "is like the smell
of Lebanon," ver. 11 ; and that because they are covered with their
elder brother's clothes, which makes the sons of God to " smell as a
field which the Lord hath blessed." Their good works are ac¬
cepted: their cups of cold water given to a disciple, in the name of
a disciple, shall not want a reward. Though they cannot offer for
the tabernacle, gold, silver, and brass, and onyx stones, let them
come forward with what they have; if it were but goats' hair, it
shall not bo rejected ; if it were but ram's skins, they shall be
kindly accepted; for they are dyed red, dipt by faith in the Media¬
tor's blood, and so presented unto God. A very ordinary work
done in faith, and from faith, if it were but the building of a wall
about the holy city, is a great work, Nell. vi. 3. If it were but the
bestowing of a box of ointment on Christ, it shall never be forgot¬
ten, Matt. xxvi. 13. Even " a cup of cold water only given to one
of Christ's little onos, in the name of a disciple, shall be rewarded,"
Matt. x. 42. Nay, not a good word for Christ shall drop from their
mouths, but it shall be registered in God's " book of remembrance,"
Mai. iii. 16. Nor shall a tear drop from their eyes for him, but he
will "put it in his bottle," Psalm 1vi. 8. Their will is accepted for
the deed; their sorrow for the want of will, for the will itself,
2 Cor. viii. 12, "For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted
according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath
not." Their groanings, when they cannot well express their desires,
are heard in heaven ; the meaning of those groans is well known
there, and they will be returned like the dove with an olive branch
of peace in her mouth. See Rom. viii. 26, 27. Their mites are
better than other men's talents. Their lisping and broken senteuces
are more pleasant to their Father in heaven, than the most fluent
or flourishing speeches of those who are not in Christ. Their voice
is sweet, even when they are ashamed it should be heard ; their
countenance is comely, even when they blush, and draw a veil over
it, Cant. ii. 14. The Mediator takes their petitions, blots out sonio
parts, rectifies others, and then presents theiu to the Father, in con¬
sequence whereof they pass in the court of heaven.
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Every true Cliristian is a temple to God. If you look for sacri¬
fices, they are not wanting there ; they offer the sacrifice of praise,
and do good: with such sacrifices God is well pleased, ITeh. xiii. 15,
16. Christ himself is the altar that sanctifies the gift, ver. 10. If
we look for incense, it is there too. The graces of the Spirit are
found in their hearts : and the Spirit of the crucified Christ fires
them, and puts them in exercise ; as the fire was brought from the
altar of burnt-offering, to set the incense in flame : then they mount
heavenward, like pillars of smoke, Cant. iii. 6. But the best of
incense will leave ashes behind it: yes, indeed; but as the priest
took away the ashes of the incense in a golden dish, and threw
them out; so our great High Priest takes away the ashes and
refuse of all the saint's services, by his mediation in their behalf.
An eighth benefit flowing from union with Christ, is establish¬
ment. The Christian cannot fall away, but must persevere unto
the end, John x. 28, " they shall never perish, neither shall any
man plnck them out of my hand." Indeed, if a branch do not knit
with the stock, it will fall away when shaking winds arise : but the
branch knit to the stock stands fast whatever wind blows. Some¬
times a stormy wind of temptation blows from hell, and shakes the
branches in Christ the true vine : but their union with him is their
security ; moved they may be, but removed they never can be.—
The Lord " will with the temptation also make a way of escape,"
1 Cor. x. 13. Calms are never of any continuance; there is almost
always some wind blowing; and therefore branches are rarely alto¬
gether at rest. But sometimes violent winds arise, which threaten
to rend them from off their stock. Even so it is with saints ; they
are daily put to it to keep their ground against temptation : some¬
times the wind from hell rises so high, and blows so furiously, that
it makes even top branches to sweep the ground ; yet being knit to
Christ their stock, they get up again, in spite of the most violent
efforts of the prince of the power of the air, Psalm xciv. 18, " When
Isaid, my foot slippeth, thy mercy, 0 Lord, held me up." But
the Christian improves by his trial ; and is so far from being
damaged, that he is benefited by it, as it discovers what hold the
soul has of Christ, and what hold Christ has of the soul. And look,
as the wind in the bellows, which would blow out the candle, blows
up the fire; even so it often comes to pass, that such temptations
enliven the true Cliristian, awakening the graces of the Spirit in
him ; and by that means, discover both the reality and the strength
of grace in him. And hence, as Luther, that great man of God,
saitli, "One Christian, who hath had experience of temptation, is
worth a thousand others."
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Sometimes a stormy wind of trouble and persecution from the
men of the world, blows upon the vine, that is, mystical Christ;
but union with the stock is a sufficient security to the branches. In
a time of the church's peace and ontward prosperity, while the an¬
gels hold the winds that they blow not, there are a great many
branches taken up and put into the stock, which never knit with it,
nor live by it, though they be bound up with it by the bonds of ex¬
ternal ordinances. Now, these may stand a while on the stock, and
stand with great ease while the calm lasts ; but when once the storms
arise, and the winds blow, they will begin to fall off one after ano¬
ther ; and the higher the wind rises, the greater will the number be
that falls. Yea, some strong boughs of that sort, when they fall,
will, by their weight, carry others of their own kind, quite down to
the earth with them ; and will bruise and press down some true
branches in such a manner, that they would also fall off, were it not for
that fast hold which the stock has of them. Then it is that many
branches which before were high and eminent, are found lying on
the earth withered, and fit to be gathered up and cast into the fire,
Matt. xiii. 6, " When the sun was up, they were scorched : and be¬
cause they had no root, they withered away." John xv. 6, " If a
man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned." But however violently the winds blow, none of the truly
ingrafted branches that are knit with the stock are found missing,
when the storm is changed into a calm, John xvii. 12, " Those that
thou gavcst me, Ihave kept, and none of them is lost." The least
twig growing in Christ shall stand it out, and subsist; when the
tallest cedars growing on their own root, shall be laid flat on the
ground, Rom. viii. 35, " Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword ?" See ver. 36— 39. However severe¬
ly Israel be " sifted, yet shall not the least grain," or, as it is in the
original language, a little stone, " fall upon the earth," Amos ix. 9.
It is an allusion to the sifting of fine pebble stones from among
heaps of dust and sand: though the sand and dust fall to the ground
be blown away with the wind, and trampled under foot ; yet there
shall not fall on the earth so much as a little stone, such is the ex¬
actness of the seive, and the care of the sifter.— There is nothing more
ready to fall on the earth than a stone : yet, if professors of religion
be lively stones, built on Christ the chief corner-stone, although they
be little stones, they shall not fall to the earth, whatever storm beats
upon them. See 1 Pet. ii. 4— 6. All the good grain in the church
of Christ is of this kind : they are stones, in respect of solidity ;
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and lively stones in respect of activity. If men be solid substantial
Christians, tliey will not be like chaff tossed to and fro with every
wind ; having so much of the liveliness, that they have nothing of
the stone : and if they be lively Christians, whose spirits will stir in
them, as Paul's did, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry,
Acts xvii. 16, they will not lie like stones, to be turned over, hither
and thither, cut and carved, according to the lusts of men ; having
so much of the stone, as leaves nothing of liveliness in them.
Our God's house is a great house, wherein are not only vessels of
gold, but also of earth, 2 Tim. ii. 20. Both these are apt to con¬
tract fllthiness ; and therefore when God brings trouble upon the
church, ho hath an eye to both. As for the vessels of gold, they
are not destroyed ; bnt purified by a fiery trial in the furnace of
affliction, as goldsmiths refine their gold, Isa. i. 25, "And Iwill turn
my hand npon thee, and purely purge away thy dross." Bnt des¬
truction is to the vessels of earth; they shall be broken in shivers,
as a potter's vessel, ver. 28, " And the destruction," or breaking " of
the transgressors, and of the sinners, shall be together." It seems
to be an allusion to that law, for breaking the vessels of earth, when
unclean; while vessels of wood, and consequently vessels of gold,
were only to be rinsed, Lev. xv. 12.
A ninth benefit is support. If thou be a branch ingrafted in
Christ, the root beareth thee. The believer leans on Christ, as a
weak woman in a journey leaning upon her beloved husband, Cant.
viii. 5. He stays himself npon liini, as a feeble old man stays him¬
self on his staff, Isa. 1. 10. He rolls himself on him, as one rolls a
burden ho is not able to walk under, off his own back, upon another
who is able to bear it, Psal. xxii. 8, marg. There are many weights
to hang upon and press down the branches in Christ the true vine.
But you know, whatever weights hang on the branches, the stock
bears all ; it bears the braucli, and the weight that is upon it too.
1. Christ supports believers in him, under a weight of outward
troubles. That is a large promise, Isa. xliii. 2, " When thou passest through the waters, Iwill be with thee : and through the rivers
they shall not overflow thee." See how David was supported under
a heavy load, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. His city Ziglag was burnt, his wives
were taken captives, his men spoke of stoning him : nothing was
left him but his God and his faith ; but by his faith, lie encouraged
himself in his God. The Lord comes, and lays his cross on his peo¬
ple's shoulders; it presses them down, and they are likely to sink
under it, and therefore cry, " Master, save us, we perish ;" bnt
ho supports them under their burden ; he bears them up, and they
bear their cross. Thus the Christian, with a weight of outward
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troubles upon him, goes lightly uuder his burden, having the
everlasting arms underneath him. The Christian has a spring of
comfort, which he cannot lose ; and therefore never wants some¬
thing to support him. If a man have all his riches in money, rob¬
bers may take these away ; and then what has he more ? But
though the landed proprietor may be robbed of his money, yet his
lands remain for his support. Those who build their comfort on
worldly goods, may quickly be comfortless ; bnt those who are
united to Christ shall find comfort, when all the streams of worldly
enjoyments are dried up, Job vi. 13, " Is not my help in me ? and is
wisdom driven quite from me ?" that is, Though my substance is
gone ; though my servants, my children, my health, and souudness
of body, are all gone ; yet my grace is not gone too. Though the
Sabeaus have driven away my oxen and asses, and the Chaldeans
have driven away my camels ; they have not driven away my faith,
and my hope too : these are yet in me ; they are not driven from
me ; so that by them Ican fetch comfort from heaven, when Ican
have none from earth.
2. Christ supports his people under a weight of inward troubles
and discouragements. Many times " heart and flesh fail them;" but
then " God is the strength of their heart," Psalm lxxxiii. 26. They
may have a weight of guilt pressing them. This is a load that will
make their backs bend, and their spirits sink : but he takes it oft',
and puts a pardon into their hand, while they cast their burden
upon him. Christ takes the soul, as one marries a widow under a
burden of debt: and so when the creditors come to Christ's spouse,
she carries them to her husband, confesses the debt, declares she is
not able to pay, and lays all upon him. The Christian sometimes,
through carelessness, losses his discharge ; he cannot find it, how¬
ever he search for it. The law takes that opportunity, and proceeds
against him for a debt paid already. God hides his face, and the
soul is distressed. Many arrows go through the heart now ; many
long accounts are laid before the man, which he reads and acknow¬
ledges. Often does he see the officers coming to apprehend him,
and the prison door open to receive him. What else keeps him
from sinking utterly uuder discouragements in this case, but the
everlasting arms of a Mediator underneath him, and that he relies
upon the great Surety. Farther, they may have a weight of strong
lusts pressing them. They have a body of death upon them.
Death is a weight that presses the soul out of the body. A leg or
an arm of death, if Imay so speak, would be a terrible load. One
lively lust will sometimes lie so heavy on a child of God, that
he can no more remove it than a child could throw a giant from
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off him. How then are they supported under a whole body of
death ? Their support is from that root which bears them, from the
everlasting arm that is underneath them. " His grace is sufficient
for them," 2 Cor. xii. 9. The great stay of the believer is not the
grace of God within him; that is a well whose streams sometimes
run dry : but it is tho grace of God without him, the grace that is
in Jesus Christ; which is an ever-flowing fountain, to which the be¬
liever can never come amiss. For the apostle tells us in the same
verse, it is " the power of Christ." " Most gladly therefore," saith
he, " will Irather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me," or " tabernacle above me," as the cloud of glory
did on the Israelites, which God spread for a covering, or shelter,
to them in the wilderness, Psalm xv. 39; compare Isa. iv. 5, 6. So
that the believer in this combat, like the eagle, first Hies aloft by
faith, and then comes down on the prey, Psalm xxxiv. 5, " They
looked to him, and wore lightened." Finally, they have a weight
of weakness aud wants upon them, but they " cast, over that burden
on the Lord," their strength, "and he sustains them," Psalm lv. 22.
With all their wauts and weakness they are cast upon him; as the
poor, weak, and naked babe coming out of the womb, is cast into
the lap of one appointed to take care of it, Psalm xxii. 10. Though
they be destitute, as a slirub in the wilderness, which the foot of
every beast may tread down, the Lord will regard them, Psalm cii.
17- It is not surprising that the weakest plant should be safe in a
garden: but our Lord Jesus Christ is a hedge for protection to his
weak and destitute ones, even in a wilderness.
Objection. "But if the saints be so supported, how is it that they
fall so often uuder temptation and discouragements? Answer. 1.
now low soever they fall at any time they never fall off; and that
is a great matter. They " are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation," 1Pet. i. 5. Hypocrites may fall, so as to fall
off, and fall into the pit, as a bucket falls into a well when the chain
breaks. But, though the child of God may fall, and that so low
that tho waters go over his head, yet there is still a bond of union
between Christ and him; the chain is not broken; he will not go
to the ground; he will be drawn up again, Luke xxii. 31, 32, " And
tho Lord said, Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat : but Ihave prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail uot." 2. The falls of the saints flow from their not im¬
proving their union with Christ, their not making use of him by
faith, for staying or bearing them up, Psalm xxvii. 13, " Ihad
fainted, uuless Ihad believed." While the nnrse holds the child in
her arms, it cannot fall to the ground ; yet if the unwary child hold
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her, it may fall backwards in her arms, to its groat hurt.
Thus David's fall broke his bones, Psalm ii. 8 ; but it did not break
the bond of union between Christ and him ; the Holy Spirit, the
bond of that union, was not taken from him, ver. 11.
The last benefit Ishall name, is, the special care of the Husband¬
man, John xvi. 1, 2, "I am the trne vine, and my Father is the
husbandman. Every branch that beareth fruit, he pnrgeth it, that
it may bring forth more frnit." Believers, by virtue of their union
with Christ, are the objects of God's special care and providence.
Mystical Christ is God's vine ; other societies in the world are bnt
wild olive trees. The men of the world are but God's out-field;
the saints are his vineyard, which he has a special propriety in, and
a special concern for, Cant. viii. 12, " My vineyard, which is mine,
is before me." He that slumbers not nor sleeps, is the keeper of
it; he does keep it; lest any hurt it, he will keep it night and day;
he, in whose hand is the dew of heaven, will water it every moment,
Isa. xxvii. 3. He dresses and weeds it, in order to further its
fruitfulness, John xv. 2. He cuts off the luxuriant twigs, that mar
the fruitfulness of the branch. This is done, especially by the
word, and by cross or afflictions; the saints need the ministry of the
word, as much as the vineyard needeth one to dress and prune the
vines, 1 Cor. iii. 9, " We are labourers together with God ; ye are
God's husbandry, ye are God's building." And they need the cross
too, 1 Pet. i. 6.
Therefore, if we were to reckon the cross amongst the benefits
tlowing to believers from their union with Christ, Ijudge that we
should not reckon amiss. Sure I am, in their sufferings, they
" suffer with him," Rom. viii. 17. The assurances which they have
of the cross, have rather the nature of a promise, than of a threa¬
tening, Psalm lxxxix. 30—33, " If his children forsake my law
then will Ivisit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity
with stripes Nevertheless, my loviug-kindness will Inot utterly
take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail." This looks like
a tutor's engaging to a dying father, to take care of the children
left with him; and to give them both nurture and admonition for
their good. The covenant of grace truly beats the spears of afflic¬
tion into prnniug-hooks, to them that are in Christ, Isa. xxviii. 9,
" By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this
is all the fruit to take away his siu." Why then should we be
angry with our cross ? why should we be frightened at it ? The
believer must lake np his cross, and follow his leader, the Lord
Jesus Christ. He must take up his every-day's cross, Luke ix. 23,
" If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
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Ills cross daily
Yea, lie must take up holy day's cross too, Lam.
ii. 22, " Thou hast called, as in a solcruu day, my terrors round
about." The church of the Jews had of a long time many a pleasant
meeting at the temple, 011 solemn days, for the worship of God ; but
they got a solemnity of another uature, when God called together,
about the temple and city, the Chaldean army, that burnt the
temple, and laid Jerusalem on heaps. And as the church of God is
yet militaut in this lower region, how can it be but the clouds will
return after the rain ? But the cross of Christ, by which appella¬
tion the saint's troubles are named, is a kindly name to the believer.
It is a cross indeed ; not to the believer's graces, but to his cor¬
ruptions. The hypocrite's seeming grace may indeed breathe out
their last on a cross, as those of the stony-ground hearers did, Matt.
xiii. 6, "When the sun" of persecution, ver. 21, "was np, they
were scorched ; and because they had not root, they withered
but never did one of the real graces in a believer die upon
away
the cross yet. Nay, as the candle shines brightest in the night, and
the fire burns fiercest in intense frost; so the believers graces are
commonly most vigorous in a time of trouble.
There is a certain pleasure and sweetness in the cross, to those
who have their senses exercised to discern, and to find it out. There
is a certain sweetness in a man's seeing himself upon his trial for
heaven, and standing candidate for glory. There is a pleasure in
travelling over those mountaius, where the Christian can see the
prints of Christ's own feet, and the footsteps of the flock, who have
been there before him. How pleasant is it to a saint, in the exer¬
cise of grace, to see how a good God crosses his corrupt inclinations,
and prevents his folly ! How sweet is it to behold these thieves
upon the cross ! How refined a pleasure is there in observing how
God draws away provision from unruly lusts, and so pinches them,
that the Christian may get them governed ! Of a truth, there is a
paradise within this thorn-hedge. Mauy a time the people of God
are in bonds; which are never loosed, till they are bound with cords
of affliction. God takes them, and throws them into a fiery furnace,
that burns off their bonds ; and then, like the three children, Dan.
iii. 25, they aro "loose, walking in the midst of the fire." God
gives his children a potion, with one bittor ingredient : if they will
not work upon them, he will put in a second, a third, and so on, as
there is need, that they may work together for their good, Rom.
viii. 28. With cross winds he hastens them to their labour. They
are often found iu such ways, as that the cross is the happiest
thing that they can meet with : and well may they salute it as
David did Abigail, saying, " Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
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wliicli sent thee this day to meet me," 1 Sam. xxv. 32. Worldly
things are often such a load to the Christian, that he moves but
very slowly heavenward. God sends a wind of trouble, that blows
the burden oiT the man's back ; he then walks more speedily on
his way; after God has drawu some gilded earth from him, that was
drawing his heart away from God, Zeph. iii. 12, " Iwill also leave
in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust
in the name of the Lord." It was an observation of a heathen mo¬
ralist, that "no history makes mention of any man, who hath been
made better by riches." Idoubt whether our modern histories can
supply the defect of ancient histories in this point. But sure Iam,
many have been the worse for riches : thousands have been hngged
to death in the embraces of a smiling world ; and many good men
have got wounds from outward prosperity, that must be cured by the
cross. Iremember to have read of one, who having an imposthume
in his breast, had in vain used the help of physicians : but being
wounded with a sword, the imposthume broke ; and his life was
saved by that accident, which threateued immediate death. Often
hath spiritual imposthumes gathered in the breasts of God's people,
in time of outward prosperity, and been thus broken and dispersed
by the cross. It is kindly for believers to be healed by stripes ;
although they are usually so weak as to cry out for fear, at the
sight of the pruning-hook, as if it were the destroying axe ; and to
think that the Lord is coming to kill them, when he is indeed coming
to cure them.
I shall now conclude, addressing myself in a few words, first, to
saints, and next to sinners.
To you that are saints, Isay,
First, strive to obtain and keep up actual communion and fellow¬
ship with Jesus Christ ; that is, to be still deriving fresh supplies of
grace, from the fountain thereof in him, by faith : and making suit¬
able returns of them, iu the exercise of grace and holy obedience.
Beware of estrangement between Christ and your souls. If it has
got in already, which seems to be the case of many this day, endea¬
vour to get it removed. There are multitudes in the world who
slight Christ, though you should not slight liirn : many that looked
fair for heaven, have turned their backs upon him. The warm sun
of outward peace and prosperity, has caused some to cast their cloak
of religion from them, who held it fast when the wind of trouble was
blowing upon them: and " "Will you also go away?" John vi. 67.
The basest ingratitude is stamped on your slighting communion with
Christ, Jer. ii. 31, " Have Ibeen a wilderness unto Israel, a land of
darkness ? Wherefore say my people, We are lords, we will come
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— Oil ! beloved, " Is this your kindness to your
friend ?" It. is unbecoming any wife to slight converse with her
husband, but her especially who was taken from a prison or a dung¬
hill, as you were, by your Lord. It is not a time for you to be out
of your chambers, Isa. xxvi. 20. They that now are walking most
closely with God, may have enough to do to stand when the trial
comes : how hard will it be for others then, who are like to be sur¬
prised with troubles, when guilt is lyiug on their consciences unremoved ! To be awakened out of a sound sleep, and cast into a
raging sea, as Jonah was, will be a fearful trial. To feel troublo
before we see it coming, to be past hope before we have any fear, is
a very sad case. Wherefore break down your idols of jealousy,
mortify those lusts, those irregular appetites and desires, that have
stolen away your hearts, and left you like Samson without his hair,
and say, " Iwill go and return to my first husband ; for then was it
better with me than now," Hos. ii. 7Secondly, AValk as becomes those that are united to Christ.
Prove your union with him by " walking as he also walked," 1 John
ii. 6. If you arc brought from under the power of darkness, let your
light shine before men. " Shine as lights in the world, holding
forth the word of life;" as the lantern holds the candle, which being
in it, shines through it, Phil. ii. 15, 16. Now that yon profess
Christ to be in you, let his image shine forth in your conversation,
and remember that the business of your lives is to prove, by practi¬
cal arguments, what you profess.
1. You know the character of a wife: "She that is married,
careth how she may please her husband." Go you, and do like¬
wise ; "walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing," Col. i. 10.
This is the great business of life ; you must please him, though it
should displease all the world. What he hates must be hateful to
you, because he hates it. Whatever lusts come to gain your hearts,
deny them, seeing the grace of God has appeared, teaching us so to
do, aud you are joined to the Lord. Let him be a covering to your
eyes; for you have not your choice to make, it is made already; and
you must not dishonour your head. A man takes care of his feet,
because, if he catch cold there, it flies up to his head. " Shall I
then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of a
harlot ? God forbid," says the apostle, 1 Cor. vi. 14. Wilt thou
take that heart of thine, which is Christ's dwelling-place, and lodge
his enemies there ? Wilt thou take that body, which is his temple
and defile it, by using the members thereof as instruments of sin ?
2. Be careful to bring forth fruit, and much fruit. The branch
well laden with fruit, is the glory of the vine, and of the husbandman
no more unto tlieo ?"
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too, John xv. 8, " Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear mucli
fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples." A barren tree stands safer iu
a wood, than in an orchard ; and branches in Christ, that bring not
forth fruit will be taken away, and cast into the fire.
3. Be heavenly-minded, and maintain a holy contempt of the
world. You are united to Christ; he is your head and husband,
and is in heaven ; wherefore your hearts should be there also.
Col. iii. 1, " If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God." Let the
serpent's seed go on their belly, and eat the dust of this earth : but
let the members of Christ be ashamed to bow down, and feed with

them.
4. Live and act dependently, depending by faith on Jesus Christ.
That which grows on its own root, is a tree, not a branch. It is of
the nature of a branch, to depend on the stock for all, and to de¬
rive all its sap from thence. Depend on him for life, light, strength,
and all spiritual benefits, Gal. ii. 20, " Ilive, yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me ; and the life which Ilive now in the flesh, Ilive by
the faith of the Son of God." For this cause, in the mystical union,
strength is united to weakness, that death and earth may mount up
on borrowed wings. Depend on him for temporal benefits also ;
Matt. vi. 11, "Give us this day our daily bread." If we have
trusted him with our eternal concerns, let us be ashamed to distrust
him in the matter of our provision in the world.
5. Be of a meek disposition, and a uniting temper with the fellow
members of Christ's body, as being united to the meek Jesus, the
blesse'd centre of union. There is a prophecy to this purpose con¬
cerning the kingdom of Christ, Isa. xi. 6, "The wolf shall dwell
with the lamb ; and the leopard shall lie down with the kid." It is
an allusion to the beast's in Noah's ark. The beasts of prey that
were wont to kill and devour others, when once they came into the
ark, lay down in peace with them : the lamb was in no hazard from
the wolf there, nor the kid from the leopard. There was a beauti¬
ful accomplishment of it in the primitive church, Acts iv. 32, " And
the multitude of them that believed, were of one heart and of one
soul." And this prevails in all the members of Christ, according to
the measure of the grace of God in them. Man is born naked : he
comes naked into this, world, as if God designed him for the picture
of peace ; and surely, when he is born again, he comes not into the
new world of grace with claws to tear, a sword to wound, and a fire
in his hand to burn up his fellow-members in Christ, because they
cannot see with his light. Oh ! it is sad to see Christ's lilies as
thorns in one another's sides, Christ's lambs devouring one another
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like lions, and God's diamonds cutting one another : yet it must he
remembered, that sin is no proper cement for the members of Christ,
though Ilerod and Poutius Pilate may be made friends that way.
The apostle's rule is plain, neb. xii. 14, " Follow peace with all
men, and holiness." To follow peace no farther than our humour,
credit, and such like things will allow ns, is too short : to pursue it
farther than holiness allows us, that is, conformity to the Divine
will, is too far. Peace is precious, yet it may bo bought too dearly :
wherefore we must rather want it, than purchase it at any expense
of truth or holiuess. But otherwiso it cannot be bought too dearly;
and it will always be precious in the eyes of the sons of peace.
And now, sinners, what shall Isay to you? Ihave given you
some view of the privileges of those in the state of grace. You have
seen them afar oif; but alas ! they are not yours, because you are
not Christ's. The sinfulness of an unregenerate state is yours ; and
the misery of it is yours also : you have neither part nor lot in this
matter. The guilt of all your sins lies upon you ; you have no part
in the righteousness of Christ. There is no peace to you, no peace
with God, no true peace of conscience ; for you have no saving in¬
terest in the great peace-maker. You are none of God's family;
the adoption we spoke of, belongs not to you. Yon have no part in
the Spirit of sanctification ; and, in one word, yon have no inheri¬
tance among them that are sanctified. All Ican say to you in this
matter, is, that the case is not desperate, they may yet be yours,
Rev. iii. 20, " Behold, Istand at the door and knock ; if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, Iwill come into him, and will
sup with him, and he with me." Heaven is proposing a union with
earth still; the potter is making suit to his own clay; and the gates
of the city of refuge are not yet closed. 0 that we could compel
you to come in ! Thus far of the state of grace.

