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should want an appetite for it. The paschal lamb was to be wholly
eaten, so appetite was neceasary, and so it is also with us.

Again, who knows how far we may have to go upon this meal.
But if we hunger not, we will not eat.

Consider also that it will readily fare with you according to your
appetite. If you have an appetite, you shall be filled, for it is a
sign of the new nature, which God will see to support. The appe-
tite is of God’s giving and he will satisfy it. His faithfulness is en-
gaged in the cause. Amen. .

Yarvow Communion, Sept. 9, 1722.
[Sabbath afternaon.]
CHRISTIANS 8TRONG IN THE GRACE THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS.
SERMON XXII

2 Tixoray ii. 1.
Thou therefore my som, be strong in the gracs that is in Christ Jesus.

Ix his banqueting house, Christ displays his banner of love over his
people. For those who are fed at his table must arise and fight
their way to Immanuel’s land, to which they have professed them-
selves to be travelling. And our text is an exhortation to amimate
them in their jonrney. * Thou therefore my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus.”

These words are a practical inference drawn from the doctrime of
the preceding chapter, namely, that God had already bestowed on
Timothy, and the rest of the saints, great things, verses 7,—9.
That the gospel was such a noble cause that none need to be
ashamed of suffering on the account of it, ver. 10, 11, 12. That God
is able to see to his people in all circumstances and make a good ac-
count of them at last, ver. 12. That there was a great falling away
from the good ways of the Lord, ver. 15. From all which he ex-
horts Timothy to be strong. In the text we have,

1. The compellation my son. Paul was an aged man, Timothy
was young, Elder Christians should excite and animate the younger
sort to the vigorous pursuit of religion. In this case surely days
should speak. It is a chief part of our generation work, to be con-
cerned for a right turn to the rising generation. And the slackmess
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in this, owing partly to the untowardness of the younger sort, and
partly to the elder, their falling from their first love, is a sad prog-
nostio of worse days following our evil days, if sovereign grace do
not interpose.

Paul had a peculiar respect to Timothy. If he had not begotten
him to the faith, he had surely instructed him more fully in it, and
had him often with him. If there be any to whom we bear a pecu-
liar regard, we ought to show it in a peculiar concern for the wel-
fare of their souls. And therefore as we ought to have a peculiar
regard to our families, we should show it by a peculiar eoncern for
the welfare of their souls, in instructing, and inciting them to the
good ways of the Lord.

2. There is a necessary duty to which he incites him. Be strong.
He supposes that both as a minister and as a Christian, he would
meet with opposition in an evil world, and that he behoved not to
be driven out of his Christian course by it, nor faint and give it
over: but he wills him valiantly to stand his ground, and go on his
way through all the difficulties with which he might meet.

3. He gives him true advice, what way he might do this. “Be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” Some take this for the
thing about which he was to be strong, As if he had said, be strong
in preaching the grace that is in Christ Jesus. This, I doubt not, is
the great thing ministers are called to aim at in their preaching;
even to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ. All other preaching
without it will never make good Christians. In this grace only is
discovered the way of justifying the guilty, and sanctifying the un-
holy. But yet I think the simple, plain, and native import of the
words, which is always the preferable, is to direct Timothy to the
grace treasured up in Christ, to be communicated to his members,
in partaking of which, out of weakness, he might be made strong,
Eph. vi. 10. ¢ Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of his might.”

Doctrine.—They who have a mind for heaven, must be strong, and
that in the grace which is in Christ Jesus, if ever they would get
there. In prosecuting this dootrine, I shall,

I. Consider this duty incumbent on all who have a mind for
heaven, namely, to be strong.

II. I shall consider the direction, namely, that those who would
be strong, “ Must be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” I
am then,

I. To consider this duty incumbent on all who have a mind for
heaven, namely, to be strong.

Here I shall state and answer two questions.
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" Question 1st. What is it to be strong in the sense of the text?
And,

1. It presupposeth one thing, namely, they must be spiritnally
alive. A sick man has some strength, but a dead man has none at
all. A child of God has a little strength, when he is even weakest.
But the ungodly are quite destitute of spiritual strength. *For
when we were without strength, in due time Christ died for the un-
godly.” If you be not born again, and really united to the Lord
Jesus by his quickening Spirit dwelling in you, your carcases will
fall in the wilderness, though you have eaten at the Lord’s table.
“For except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God. If a man, saith Jesus, abide not in me, he is cast forth as a
branch, and is withered; and men gather them and cast them into
the fire, and they are burned.” Why is it that many cannot resist
a temptation, but are led captive by it, and cannot do one duty in a
right manner? Why, but because their living lusts prey upon
their souls without resistance; because their souls are spiritually
dead. O communicants see to your state.

To be strong imports three things.

1. To be ready for action, according to the difficulties you may
meet with in your way. ‘Let your loins be girded about, and
your lights burning.” No person will get to heaven sleeping.
Heaven is a rest, and that supposeth those who come there, not to
be loiterers, but labourers. ¢ Let us labour therefore to enter into
that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”
The promise is to him that overcometh, though not for his, but
Christ’s overcoming, Rev. iii. 21. The wind will be in your face, if
you set your face heavenward in good earnest; so you must be
strong, and prepared to make your way against it, however hard it
blow.

2. That you be resolved. Thus David exhorts Solomon, “ Take
heed now, said he, for the Lord hath chosen thee, to build an house
for the sanctuary: be strong and do it.” That is, be fully resolved
and peremptory, so as not to be diverted by any emerging difficul-
ties. O Christians, communicants, put on a resoluteness of spirit to
be forward in your way to heaven, come what will. * Have your
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; and cleave
unto the Lord, with purpose of heart.” If this resolute purpose be
not formed in your hearts by grace, you will never get safe to your
Jjourney’s end. For if you be of those that may be broken, you will
be broken; in regard you will be tried to the utmost, to cause you
to give it over.

3. It imports that you be of good courage. Say to them that are
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of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not. Put on holy courage to face
the difficulties you may meet with in your Christian course. When
the heart fails in such encounters, the hands must needs hang down ;
and therefore unbelief is a worm at the root of all Christian endea-
vours. But faith animates a Christian, inspires his soul with holy
courage, and so causes him to go through the most difficult steps of
his way.

Quest. 2nd. What need is there to be strong? If you have no
mind for heaven, you may fold your hands and lie at your ease;
the flood runs strong enough to carry youm of itself to destruction,
where there is no rowing against the stream. But if you mind for
heaven, you have need to be strong. For,

1. You have much work before you. The work of your own sal-
vation is upon your hand, Phil. ii. 12. You have also to serve your
generation, by the will of God. You have much work laid to your
band. Though it is not doing and working, but believing that is
required of you to enter you into the covenant personally, and to
interest you savingly in Jesus Christ, and his salvation; yet being
in the covenant in Christ, by faith, you have as much to do, as the
broad law of the ten commandments carries out to you in first and
second table duties. And if you habitnally and knowingly neglect
any of them, you will thereby evidence, that you are yet lying in
your natural state, quite without strength, and withont Christ.
You will not want suffering work also. “For we must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” We may assure
you of private sufferings. For every follower of Christ, must take
up his own cross. And you have need to lay your account with
public sufferings also; for they are so usual in the cause of religion,
that all Christ’s disciples are martyrs, though not in action, yet in
affection and resolution. So you need to be strong.

2. You. will meet with much opposition in your work. Satan is a
strong enemy, and he will be at your right hand to resist you. The
world also will oppose you in your work. The men of the world
will be agents for the devil against you. You will have the weight
of their example to strive against, and perhaps their tongues and
hands will both be employed to divert you from your work. The
things of the world, the cares of it, the smiles and frowns of it will
be of a malignant tendency in this case. And above all your own
corrupt hearts will be your most dangerous opposers. This made
Paul complain, “ O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me
from the body of this death.” All these will work against you; so
that in your Christian course, you will find yourselves obliged to
work as the builders of the walls of Jerusalem did, with the trowel








